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*ADDRESS TO THE READER. 



^J^O thofe who are curious in fearching into ancient hiftory, whatever concerns fo remarkable a people as 
the Jews muft be extremely inter efling as well as entertaining ; andperhaps many people, who would 
not look for their hiftory in the Sacred Writings,mightbe irrefiftibly inclined to hear what a learned man 
of their own nation, who was a foldier, a prieft, and a politician, has delivered down to us concerning 
their origin and moll: remarkable tranfa&ions. Jofephus was not only a man of learning, but like- 
wife well acquainted with the fubjeft he treats of, and feems to have had almoft as much connexion 
with the Roman people as with his own : for at twenty-fix years of age, he went to Rome, lived 

* 

there, and became intimately acquainted with Nicanor, (who was afterwards a colonel in Ve£- 
pafian's army) and alfo with Aliturus, one of Nero's favourites. By him lie was likewife introduced 
to Popasa, the emprefs, from whom he received many honours. 



Our Hiftorian,therefore,cannotfail to give us much ufeful information as well as entertainment, when 
lie treats of the maimers and condudt of that enlightened and warlike people the Romans, by whom 

■ 

■ 

he was much refpetted and cfteemed. When he returned to Jcrufalem the war between the Jews 
and Romans was juft breaking out, and he then appeared in defence of his countrymen, not only as 
a very able politician, but as an indefatigable and valiant commander r for being, at thirty years of 

t 

age, appointed one of the governors of Galilee, he bravely refilled the Romans as long as courage 
and wifdom could avail any thing againft them. But alas ! they were fent as the tremendous fcourge 
of Providence to an abandoned ungrateful people : they fought under the banner of an avenging 
God, and literally fulfilled Our Savior's prophecy, when they planted the Roman .eagle in the heart 



* 



»f Judasa j "W 



79 



Luke xvii. 37. 




9 

Jofephus was happily fpared from the dreadful deftrucftion juftly denounced againft his country- 
men : nor, indeed, can we wonder at God's kind prefervation of him, if we confider attentively many 
circumftances in his Life and Writings, which feemftrongly to indicate a liberal way of thinking a mind 
ftrongly biafTed in favor of truth wherever he found it, and far above the obftinate prejudices of Judaifm. 



His Sacred Hiftory, though nearly correlpondent to the account of Mofes, is enriched with much 
Rabbinical learning, and adorned with many eloquent and nervous fpeeches, highly expreffive of the 
fentiments of thofe ancient men of renown who make fo fair a figure in the hiftoric page : but when 
he comes to relate the dreadful ftruggle between the Jews and Romans, which ended in the death 
of I, 100,000 of the former, and the total overthrow of their ftate and temple, fo clear and 



circum 



the various turns 



of fortune andfhare the horrors of the war. 



Jofephus appears moreover to have been Angularly favored by the Almighty in fome % particular re- 
velations of his providential defigns ; for it is a known fa6b that he foretold to Vefpafian that he 
fliould be Emperor of the Romans when he was only a general in their armies ; and he * confefles, 

■ 

Chap. xiv. "That God (hewed him, in a dream, the deftruction of the Jews, and their conqueft 
" by the Romans, and what fliould happen to the Roman Emperors." Being a prieft, he was well 
acquainted with the facred books of the Prophets, and knew how to explain them ; and from hi* 

. - 

knowledge, he frequently fuggefted to the Jews, that God had forfaken them, and gone over to the 
Romans. He was even fo bold and candid as to tell his obftinate countrymen, that in oppofing4h 



Romans, they fought not only againft an incenfed enemy, but againft the decrees of God. 
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TH £ TRANSLATORS ADDRESS TO Tflfc READER. 



Wlii^l may be expected then from fo learned and impartial an Hiftorian, writing in a ma:i1y, ner- 
vous ftile, and delivering to us a futfiful account of thofc tremendous fcen<^ he was witnefi to, and 
oftentimes actually engaged in ! We caiuidt, perhaps, any where meet with a mor^ intercfting or 
entertaining hiftory. # 

* 

When the war was over, and all things he had foretold had cxa&ly come to pafs, he determined to puhliilt 
this remarkable hiltory, which we now offer in this newdrefs to the attention of the curious. He firft wfote 
it in Hebrew, for the ufe of the eaftern nations, which work is unfortunately loft to the world $ bat coming 

1 

afterwards to Rome, with Titus, who greatly refpefted him, he then wrote that Greek copy which is now 
extant amonglt us, and from whence many tranflations have defcrvedly been made into different languages. 

It is not poflible, in thisfhort addreft, to give more than a faint idea of die curious information, and infinite 
entertainment, to be met with in this noble and impartial work 5 but it mult certainly add to its value with 
every good chriftian, that there is good reafon to believe that the author, at the time he wrote it, was more 

0 0 

than wC almofi perfaadeel to be a chrijlian Aim/elf." That famous paflage, introduced in the 4th Chap, of the 

■ 

1 8th Book of his antiquities, concerning our blefled Savior, and which fomefuperficial judges have pretended 
is fpurious, will certainly appear, if fairly, and even critically examined, to be evidently fuch a plain and fim- 
pie narration of anhiftorical fa£t 3 as any Jew, in hisfituatiori, might have written to the Heathens 5 efpecially 

if we recollcdtthat Jofephus frequently tells his readers that he relates fa£ts as he finds them 5 and, in his ac- 

... . v 

count of the opinions of the Pharifees, and the Sadducees or Effenes, he gives them as he found them in their 

books. Why then fhould he not be fuppofed to give us, with the fame candor, though he does it in fo re- 

- 

fpe&ful a manner, a plain relation of whathe faw and heard concerning the Chriftians, and their opinion of their 
bleffed matter 5 efpecially as the Chriftians were then very numerous, and the general topic of difcourfc both 
• among Jews and Romans ? 

Not to be tedious to our readers, we omit a very excellent criticifm on the original Greek of this famous 

paflage, fent us by a learned friend 3 but we take the liberty of afluring them, as far as we are able to judge, 

that it appears to us, from this criticifm, equal to demonftration, that Jofephus a&ually inferted, with his own 

. hand, this fair and honorable teftimony in favor of Chrift and his followers. His defence againft Apion, and 

his other writings, bear equal teftimony both to his great abilities and integrity 5 each feparate work has its 

intrinfic merit, and the whole forms a moftufeful, interefting, andamufing volume of real hiftory 5 and it is 

fincerely hoped that our endeavors to maintain the fenfe and ipirit of the original Greek, will be a. considerable 
addition to the merit of the prefent tranflation. 

« 

To complete the work, we have annexed a fupplement, colle&ed from authentic manufcripts, bringing 
down the Jewilh hiftory to the prefent time, which, being an attempt entirely new, we flatter ourfelves, will 
ftamp an additional value upon our undertaking, and make it in every refpe& worthy the patronage of ajudi- 

■ 

cious and candid public, 

GEORGE HENRY MAYNARD. 



THE 

PREFACE of JOSEPH US 

■ 

"TO HIS 

■ 

Hiftory of the Antiquities of the Jews, 



r 

VARIOUS are the motives by which Hiftorians are indtited to tranfmit to pofterity their records 
of paft events. Some are incited to difplay their talents by the love of fame j others have ex- 
erted their utmoft abilities to conciliate the efteem of thofe whofe anions they relate j others are im- 
pelled by a defire of perpetuating the remembrance of thofe events in which they have been perfonally 
concerned ; while others take up the pen to refcue from oblivion trafifa&ions worthy of knowledge, to 
vindicate truth* and prevent the perverfion of fa&s; 

Of thefe motives the two laft prompted me to this undertaking ; for, having borne an a&ivepart in 
the Wars between the Jews and Romans, being witnefs of their rife and progrefs, and particularly 
concerned in the events, I was inclined to attempt an authentic narrative of the fame, to counteract 
the defigns of thofe who had fabricated falfhoods to impofe upon mankind: 



The Work I have entered upon will, I doubt not, appear worthy the attention of the Greeks, as it 
will comprehend an account of the Antiquities, Policy and Government of our nation, faithfully trans- 
lated from the Hebrew writings into their own tongue* 



When I heretofore undertook the Hiftory of theWars, it was my intention to explain thfe origin < 
e Jews, the viciffitudes of fortune they xtnderwent, to delineate the charatter of thfe Legiflator b 
horn they had been taught the pfaftice of piety and virtue, and to relate the feveral military tran 
lions in which thev had been fometimes neceflarilv, and fometimes reludfcantlv concerned; 



other, 
ijuities 



• a 

But finding the Antiquities a fubjedt too copious ahdproiix to be treated in connection with any 
rTl <~ I determined to detach it from the Hiftoryof the Wars, and dired: my attention to the Anti- 
previous to the Wars arid other fucceeding events. Yet (as is frequently the cafe with thofe 
who engage in arduous purfuits) I found a difinclination to perfevere, as the work proved laborious, 
and my progrefs Teemed retarded in proportion to its prolixity* Some, however, from a laudible de- 
fire of acquiring knowledge, encouraged me to proceed, and efpecially Epaphrodit^s, a man who had 
a propenhty to literature m general, and hiftory in particular ; and had himfelf held very confidera- 
ble employments, experienced many viciffitudes of fortune and manifefted throughout the whole aii 
integrity and magnanimity rarely to be equalled* . m 



und 



ipiiommious 



ur anceftbrk were ever difpofed to make ufeful communications y and that 
desirous of obtaining* an authentic hiftorv of our nation. 



When I alfo reflected that king Ptolomy II. (afovereign who greatly favoured learnings and was 
defirous of obtaining literary information even at immenfe charge) procured a Greek tranflation of our 
code of laws, conftitution and government : and that Eleazar our high-prieft, inferior to none of his 
predeceilbrs in knowledge or virtue, could not deny to that prince the participation of the inftrudlion 
and entertainment to be derived fromfuch a work, as he knew it was the cuftom of our anceftors not 
to conceal that which might be ufeful to mankind in general ; I held it my incumbent duty to imitate 
the hberalitv of our high-prieft, and the more fo as I amperfuaded there are now manyperfons as much 
attached to literature, and as anxioufly defirous of obtaining knowledge as was that prince inhis day. 



King Ptolomy, indeed, did riot obtain all oitr writings ; thofe only which related to the Law werd 
relented to him by the interpreters at Alexandria : whereas the fubjc&s comprifed in the Sacred 
/ntings are innumerable, fince they contain the hiftory of. near four thoufand years ; SSfch; ~ 
plete with furprifing events refpefting the various fortunes of war, the glorious atchievem 
roes, and the extraordinary revolutions of ftates. 
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[OSKPHUS's PREFACE to hh History <>f the Antiquities of the JEWS* 



In finc^ thofe who penile this Hiltory will ctifcover that acftions pioufly defigned will terminate prof- 
jveroufly, and that future blifs will be the ultimate reward of prefent' obedience to the Divine will; 
ii* on the contrary, fuch who deviate from fhofc cpn^iands will be fruftrated in their defigm and 
expectations, winch, though they may prefent -to the view the moft pleating profpe&s, wiif.cnd. in 
irreparable calamity* 

Thofe, therefore, who maybe difpofed to read this Work are exhorted to raife their minds to the 
contemplation of the Deity, that they may be enabled to conform themfelvcs to his divine will, and 
examine whether our great Legiflator has fpoken of his nature, defcribed his works in general, and 
the origin of things in particular, w itli a dignity becoming fo exalted a theme, and whether he has, 
in his jiarrativc, avoided thofe fi6tio$s eyidept in ajl other writings. Tfcte antiquity of his Hiltory 
'might have fecuredhjm from detjccT:ion,/for he lived two thoufancl years ago, (that is, loco years before 
the time ofjo/ephus) aperiod fo diftant that the poets dare not refer to it the genealogy of their gods, 
or trace from it the actions of any of the heroes they have laboured to perpetuate- In the profecu- 
tion of my delign I fliall relate circumftances minutely as to the order and time in which they occur- 
red : in a word, it fliall be my undeviatirig plan to be, genuine without prolixity, faithful without 
precilion, and concife without retrenchment. 

As the principal fulyectspf our Work depend on the information we derive from Mofes our ^reat 
Lawgiver, it appears neceflary to premife, feme things concerning* him, left any fliould be fiirpnfed, 
that a work which promifes an account of the Religion, laws, conltitution and iiiftorical events of th« 
Jewifli Nation fhould contain fo much philofophy and natural hiftory. 



It is, therefore, to be underftood, that Mofes lays it down, as eflentially neceflary for that man who 
would live virtuoufly himfelf, to prefcribe rules forregulating the conduft of others, to be wellac- 
qaiiited with the attributes of the Divine Being, and haying truly contemplated all his works, bpth 
as to their operations and effedts, ^nd thereby traced his power and gopdnefs, to endeavor, as far as 
in him lies, to imitate his perfections as the grand example in 3II things. Without this knowledge of 
the Divide Attributes, and the/Qivine Power and Gooduefs, as difplayed in the Works of Creation and 
Providence, as well as endeavor to imitate the Divine Ferfedtipji, neither can the Legiflator be quali- 
fiedln himfelf, nor can his writings conduce to the promotion, of knowledge pr virtue. He wifely 
cenfidered that God, the common Parent and Lord of the univerfe, fees all things, and diftributes 
rewards and puniflimcnts according as men obey pr deviate from his facred commands. Mofes, there- 
fore, in the eftablifhment of this grand and important do&rine, did not follow the example of other 
legislators, whofe codes were mere contracts between man and man; but raifed the minds of the 
people he was to inftrudt to the knowledge of God the Univerfal Creator. He taught them that Man 
was the nobleft of all his works, and that his true dignity and excellence confifted in imitating hia 
perfections. 



> 

Having thus wifely rendered them fubfervient to God, he foon inculcated in their minds thofe foci- 
al obligations which refpedted one another. They became obedient not from a principle of fear but 
piety ; not from conftraint but conviction. Other legiflators, under the influence of traditionary 
fables, afcrihe ?is attributes to t^eix fi&ioua deities tV 1 * 10 ^ enormous vices of which human creatures 
can be capable and by that means, inftead of fuppreflwg, countenanced the molt flagitious crimes. 
But our excellent Lawgiver having premif$4 that the Divine. B.eing is the center and perfection of virtue, 
infers, as a neceflary conference, that it h the incumbent duty as well as the higheft excellence of 
man as a rational creature; to afpirc to an imitation of his bright original ; while he denounces on 
fuch as reject thefe important dotflrines the feverefl: judgments. 



By this tell it is my carnefl: defire that my Works may be proved, confeious that nothing will bp 
found therein derogatory to the dignity of the Supreme Being, or contrary to his gracious defigns 
towards men ; \mt that, on the other hand, they will appear a difplay of his perfections and a com- 
meat on his benevolence, as weU as demonstrate that all things are dilpofed in exact conformity to 
the laws of uuivcriai nature, and principles of the fublimeft rectitude. 



The ft grand points Mofes has amply difcufled : where it is requifite his language is plain and ex- 
plicit ; In other parts his narrative abounds w ith allegorical figures, "to invefligate which requires the 
aid of philbphical difquifition. But difmilling this fubject for the prefent, I ftia.U apply myfelf to the * 
Work I have undertaken,, and begin with, the Creation of the World. 

FLAVIUS JQSEPHVS;. 
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BOOK 



I. 



FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD TO THE DEATH OF ISAAC 

[containing a period of more than two thousand years.] 




CHAP. I* 

of the World in fix days, with the diftintt 
of each day. Man's fuperiority in the 

of the 



troduttion as a companion to Adam. 



God's judgments. 



four firft 

Ifton from Paradift 



of 



Creation of 
the world. 
Gen. i. 




un 



potent Jehovah, created the heaven and the 
earth j but the latter being enveloped in im- 
penetrable darknefs, God pronounced the 
Almighty fiat ; light immediately fhone 
and, todiftinguifh the light from the dark- 
nefs, he called the one day, and the other night. 
The firft appearance of light he named morning, 
and the time of it's departure evening. This was 

Firft Da t * ie ^ a y> Qr this was the efpecia&workof the 
Fir Da)r ' firft day, which, by Mofes, is emphatically termed 

one day. • \ 

On the fecond day God formed the firmament, 
Sccondday fixed \ t above all things, feparated it from the 

• grofler particles of earth, and endowed it with a 
quality moift and humidy that the earth might be 
rendered fruitful by fhowers. 

Third da t * le third, ^ e divided the land and waters 

ir ay fronxeach other, and brought forth the vegetable 

fyftem in all it's beauty ana variety • 
On the fourth day he enlightened the heavei* 
Fourth day w ith the fun, the moon, and the ftars, appointing 

their viciffitudes and regular courfes, that the re- 
volving feafons might be thereby diftinguiflied. 

On the fifth day he created, and appropriated to 
their refpedtive elements, the inhabitants of the' 
air and-the waters, and endowed them with the 
faculty of propagation, 

On the fixth day he created all quadrupeds, or 
four-footed animals, under the diftinrfHon of male 
and female ; and on the fame day he formed the 
nobleft of all his works, Man. 



Fifth day 



Sixth day 



(a) When Jofcphus fpeaks of Mofes writing pbilofophically it is 
probable he meant no more than that Mofes chuic to ddcribe parti- 
cularly the formation of man, and to inform us that his corporal 
frawe, like that of other animals, W3s falhioncd folely from the 
earth ; hue that his foul, or thinking principle, was not an 
iniiinct fimilar to ibrirs, but a divine fpirir proceeding from Cod 



Thus we are to underftand, according to the 
Mofaic account, that in thefc fix days the world arid 
all things therein were created, and that on the fe- 
venth day God refted, and cealed from his work. 
On that aay, therefore, we defilt fromlabour, and 
term it fabiath, which, in the Hebrew language, 
fignifies reft. 

Mofes, having thus given a general defcription 
of the creation, proceeds to a philofophical (a) 
difquifition of the formation of man in particular, 
in terms.to this amount : God framed man of the 
dime or duft of the earth, and infufed into him fpi- 
rit, or life, or foul. This being, man was called origin of 
Adam, (£) implying, in the Hebrew language, red, Mankind. 

becaufe he was formed of the pureft and richeft 
kind of earth, which is of that colour. 

As the firft inftance of man's fuperiority in the 
rank of creation, the'iiniverfal parent preiented tQ ^ 



creatures. 



Adam all kinds of living creatures he had formed, names the 
both male and female ; to which he gave diftindt *™ n s 
appellations, according to their refpedfcive fpecies 
and natures. 

But as the fituation of Adam, contrary to that of 
the animal creation in general, was defolate and 
forlorn without an help jnate, whofe fociety might 
contribute to his felicity, the beneficent Greator 
was pleafedfoonto throw him into a found lleep, 
take out one of his ribs, and form thereof a woman, 
who being prefented to him, was gratefully ac- 
knowledged as a partner bountifully granted for 
his fblace and comfort, and admitted as part of Varmedami 
himfelf. In the Hebrew language the general £hy called 
word by which a woman is diftinguiflied, is Iffd ; va * * 

but this woman being the firft, was termed Eva, 
i. e. The Mother of all. $ 

Mofes then recites an account of the plantation 
of a garden in the eaft (afterwards calledParadife) 
abounding with all kinds of vegetables, and reprc- 
fenting, in particular j a tree of life, and a tree (tf.vanttfo 
knowledge, by means of which good and evil were planted. 

to be diftinguiflied . In this Paradife the Almighty 



himfelf, and therefore man is faid to be made in the image of 
God. * 

'(b) Adam, or Edom, fignifies Red ; and hence fomc have 
fuppofed that Mofes gives the hiftory of the origin of the red or 
fair part of the human race, and that they became afterwards 
fitt?/;*, or Mack, as they emigrated into hotter climates. 



> 
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:»:t phi 



iU;»!i o;' u * . ■iou". pl.ints. TSim gunlmwnH 
vvuicr' ,i 1 7 j rivt'i%tyr«K-ii fiirroundingiH whole dr- 
caniicn 'i.c, r 5 1 • f r * - - -* 1 it fi -irxiuofour channels. The 

a j:ui'.. '.;> .!<•) iiuwiug through India, falls into the 
ucmu, . :ui i i by the Creeks called Ganges. The 
fecond c.lic tl l\1iphrates^ and in the Hebrew Phora 
(Lc. difpcrjlun ay flower) and the third called Tigris 
or Diglath narrow, rapid \) both run into the 

He J S.a. (li/iou, which takes its courfe through 
£g>pt, Mgnilijs hi Hebrew, riling from the caft ; 
but is called by the Greeks Nthts. 

The bountiful Parent of univerfal nature gave 
. fnllpermiflion to Adam and Eve to eat of the fruit of 
all the plants in this ecleftial fpot,the tree of knowledge 
-excepted ; from which they were commanded to 
: ai- abftain on the fevercft penalty inevitable death. Hi- 
ir': 3th - therto there was one common language (b) among 
S***^. animals in general, and they were focial in their dil- 

pofitions ; but the ferpent being in habits of fami- 
liarity with Adam and Eve, and envying the felicity 
they enjoy cd, while obedient to the divine command 
plotted to allure them from their innocence, and fe- 
ducethem to difobedience of their Creator's com- 
mand . To effect this infernal defign,he fir ft accofted 
the woman andurged his perfuahon to tafte the for- 
bidden fruit, by alluring her that flic fhould not 
only be exempt from the penalty denounced, but 
(to tamper with her pride) telling her, that as in it 
lay the faculty of clifcerning between good and evil, 
by fo doing, both herfelf and her hulband would 
become mere exalted Beings, and even rival the 
Creator himfelf in knowledge and happinefs. 
The Mother of all, enfnared by his wiles, facri- 
of ficed her duty, neglected the facred injun<ftion, 

L d c m ra ta ^ ec *> aiu * being delighted with the fruit, enticed 
riie confe. her hulband to participate in her crime. No long- 
^na^'iY" cr Yielded by innocence from Hi ame, they faw 
un m-ic. c ^ c ^ Q^j-g nakednefs, were confounded at the 

fight and covered themfelves with aprons made of 
fig-leaves, and fancied themfelves happier in dif- 
covering that by their guilt, which innocence had 
veiled from their knowledge. 
When the Almighty appeared in the garden, Adam 
who before was accuftomed to familiar intercourfe 



frmjitation of ?1 e fcrprttf, and then fcdiulng and 
involving lier liiifhriml in ourctue cil, unify. The 
ferpent was deprived of the power of fpceeh, and 
for h;-, malignity, (cntciH *:<\ fo hear poifoti about 
him, i»fi an cmbkm of t h ; i * enmity which fhould 
fublift between Sit fit and the human race, for which 
the Almighty predicted they fhould bruife his head, 
becaufc therein lay his power again ft them, and 
thereon blows proved mortal. He was alfo depriv- Serpent de- 
ed of his feet, and doomed to trail Ills body on the ? r . ivt - d °f 
ground in the molt abject manner, tor havingbeeix. 
the inftrumental caufe of that ground being accur- 
fed. Having thus denounced thefe fcveral judg- 
ments on the delinquents, asrcfpedlivc objects of 
his diftributivc juftice, the Almighty, as a confirma- 
tion of his awful difpleafurc, expelled the .guilty Adam and 
pair from the terrcftrial paradile, as they were no ^'^Pj 1 - 
longer deemed inhabitants worthy the realms of paradife! 
pure and uncorrupted blifs. 



C H A" P. II. 

i and Abel. Murder of Abel* Banifhment 
Cain t lie inventor of weights and mea/ures. 



uilding of Enos the 



of Cain, 
and the firft 

fir ft city. Invention of mufic by Jubal. Of bra/s and 
iron work, by Tubal Cain. Seth and Jons the firft 
aflrommcrs. Pillars of Seth. 



THE firft children of our firft Parents were Cain 
and Abel. The name of the firft implies poffef- 
fion, that of the latter, affliction or forrow. They 
had alfo three daughters. The difpofitions of the 
brothers were as different as their occupations and 
employments. Abel the younger, confeious of the 
Divine Omniprefence and Omnifcience, was actua- 
ted by principles of inflexible juftice, and fteadily 
purfued the paths of virtue, in all the innocent 
Simplicity of afhepherd'sfolitary life. 

Cain, on the contrary, was wickedinthe extreme, 
and wholly addicted to the acquifition of profit. He 

invented the ufe of the plough ; but the advantages 
he reaped from the cultivation of the earth increas- 
ed his avarice, and excited his jealoufy and refent- 
ment to fiich a degree as to be produ&ive of the 
firft murder, even the murder of his brother, 
with his Creator,fhrunk from his prefence,appalled II Having mutually agreed to offer Sacrifice to the 



* 



by confeious guilt : when demanded to aflign the 
caufe of his thus attempting to feclude himfelf from 



Sacrifice 



Almighty, Cain, according to the nature of his av«- 0 f ca£ 
cation, offered the produce of agriculture, while andAbci 



tionlefs. But the Almighty expreflcd his mind and 
will to. the following effeCt. u I had provided the 
" means whereby you might have infured your hap- 
" pinefs, lived free from labour, folicitudeor pain : 
44 all bountiful nature, under the influence of my 
" Providence,fhould have fupplied your every want; 



a pretence which had hitherto conftituted his fu- Abel's oblation confiftedof the milk of his herds and 
preme felicity, he ftood confounded, mute and mo- the firftlingsof his flock. The Deity preferred the 
1 " — t * . — s„j _„m latter (c) lacrifice as the flmple Spontaneous pro- 

duction of nature, while the former appeared as the 
effedt of laborious avarice, and the refult of inte 
refted principle. 



4t ment, not of vouv 
ct ffuilt." 



•gu- 



but confeious 



you would have been exempt from difeafe and 
" death, its rueful effect, even blifs eternal would 
Ci have been your lot ; but you have difobeyed my 
44 llicred command, and your filence is an 

reverence, 

w The fallen Creature attempted to pali- 

ate' his crime, and plead in excufe the perfuafion 
of the woman, by which he had been induced thus 
flagrantly to offend : Eve alfo fought to excul- 
pate herfelf, alledging that fhe had been beguiled 
by the Subtlety of the ferpent. 

"The Almighty included them all under the awful 
Sentence of his jufl: indignation . He declared to A- 
dam, that as he had Suffered himfelf to be prevailed 
on to tranjgrefi.by the eounSel of the woman, he was 
hj^ro iii/confi^npd to labour to }>rocure thoSe neceffaries of 
^i^life, which, in a ftafcp of innocence, Nature would 
'Lo^r' have f j>ontaneou;iy beftowed ; nay, that his hardeft 

toil and mofc S-uiguine expectation fhould be fre- 
quently frtiftrated. Eve was Subjected to the pain 
and peril of child-bearing, for being allured by the 



This excited the indignation of ^ro- # 
Cain, who to glut his revenge, flew his brother, cfaerAbd. 
and having concealed his body, thought the mur- 
der would ef|ape detection. But no Scheme could 
evade the perception of Omnifcience : the Almigh- 
ty demanded of Cain the caufe of his brother's ab- 

S< 



i 



' t* r*t • — 

on 

ianki.T.1. 



e for Several days, as heretofore they had been 
conftant aflbciates. Senfible of the enormity of his c b ° c ^^ eo 
crhnc, and being at a lofs for a reply, after Some God and 
hefitation, he Said he had not Seen him; but when # Gca 
God urged him to an exp licit anSwer, he preSump- 
tuoufly replied, that he was neither his brother's 
keeper, nor bound to intereft himSelf in his con- 
cerns. The murder was then brought home to 
the criminal, and his plea of ignorance totally ob- 
viated, by apofitive charge of his having been the 
perpetrator of his brother's death. 

This circumftance, henious as it was in itSelf, 
afforded an opportunity for the difplay of what is 
juftly termed the darling attribute of the Deity, 
mercy ; for upon the offender's offering Sacrifice,and 
imploring a mitigation of his punifhmcnt, he was 
permitted' to enjoy that life of which he had de- 
prived his brother. But to fix a ftigma on the moil 



.-*. 




(a) By the R^il-Sca is r.v mcim the Arabian Gulpli, which alone 
wo call by th. i n imc, b it :\\\ fru South Sea which included the Red- 
Sea, ami the IVrlim Gu'pb for as the Kail- Indies. 

(^) it appears that Jtifrphns thouirht fe^lril of the brure animals, 
pirticulariy the ferpent, could I peak lie for? tiu fall ; but this at brft is 
bur conj'jclurc. Some, indeed, ihiuk that their prefent is not their 



original ftnre, and that their capacities have been much greater than 
what we can at this time difcover. » 

(c) St. John's reafon why God accepted the facrifice of Abel an? re- 
jpfted tint of Cain, and alfo why Cain (lew Abel, is much better than 
this of Jofephtis Becanfe Cain was of the evil one and flew his brother; 
and wherefore flew he him i u Becaufe his own works were evil, and 
his brother's righteous." i Epift. John, Chap. Hi. vcrfe 12. 
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enormous of crime;; he and his poftcrity(*i)i to the n f 



CvnU b.i- f cve nth generation, were pronounced 
nithnwm. |, ot j 1 linn anil his wife were cxpcllci 



Ciln not 
improved 

bv tlicfc 
chattifc- 

snent*. 



accurlcil 
dfrom their 

native region; but^exprcHiiigauapprchcnfion that 
his criminality would cxpofc him to the ravages of 
the brute creation, God was plcafcd to fcta vilible 
mirk uponhim, as a token of protection, and then 
difmilfcd him to wander on the face of the earth. 

Cain, and his wife, having traverfed a vaft (pace 
of land, fixed their abode at Nais, (by fome called 
Naid and by others Nod) , where his family coniider- 
ably increafed. Far from being reformed by t,he 
chaftifement of his Creator, his depravity became 
more apparcnt.in the gratification of themofl fordid 
delircs, in a&s of cruelty and rapine, and in fetting 
an example which had the molt baneful influence 
on the conduct of others. 

He deftroyedthehoneft fimplicity which had pre-; 
& C we^ht$ vailedin tholfe days in mutual concerns between man 
iavcnicJ and man, by the invention of weights and meafures, 
by Cam. ^-"j^^ opened an ample field for the practice of fraud 

to the exclulion of all fincerity and plain dealing. As 
his ambition was equal to his avarice, he firft enclofed 
lands, built the firft city ; and having furrounded it 
with wails, and fortified it with a rampart, obliged 
his family and dependautsto d well within its bounds. 
Enoch ths This city he called Enos, (or Enoch)from the name 
firft city/ of his eldeft fon. Irad was the foil of Enoch, from 

-whom defcendedMahujael, whole fon was Methu- 
facf<> the father of Lamech, who had feventy-feven 
children by two wives, Zellah and Adah. Jabel, the 
fon of Adah, firft eredted tents, and followed the 



Jubnl in- 
ventor of 
muue. 



paftoral life. Jubal, his brother, applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of found, and, upon organic al or mufical 
principles,, invented the pfaltery and harp. 

Tubal, fon of Lamech, by his other wife, Zellah, 
was celebrated for his ftrength and {kill in martial 

Forg:nf>:n- rc :p 
ventai. ^«^ciwic 



He firft invented the art of forging ; and 
by thefe qualifications united, acquired great riches . 
Lamech had alfo a daughter, called Naamah. 
Cain the fa- Lamech being a man of underftanding, andfenfi- 
genitor P of"hle of the curfe entailed on the pofterit^ of Cain, for 
evil men. the henious crime of fratricide, communicated the 

particulars of that fatal event to both his wives. 
During the life of Adam, the immediate defen- 
dants of Cain were notoriously profligate, and, 
through force of example, inclined to cruelty and 
rapine. If any of them refrained from the enor- 
mous fin of murder, they invaded the property of 
other men without the leaft remorfe, and were con- 
tinually offering outrages to all around them. 

But Adam, our firft parent, (as we muft recur to 
him) , after the death of Abel, and the flight of Cain, 
Adam's was extremely felicitous for peopling the world,and 
jr«arsp3o. t ] lcre f orcver y delirousof children. He was then one 

Gen. xhV. hundred and thirty years of age, to which having ad- 
l6 - ded eight hundred years, he paid the debt of human 

f<rrcf- 



/irtuous 
nan. 



nature, as the penaltyincurred by his firft tr 
fion,having, in that interval,hadaconliderable pro- 
Sen. v. 3, S en y amongft whom was a fon called Seth. 
\, 5. * Thislaft mentioned of the immediate defcendants 
^AdJm, Jof Adam, was a char a Aev worthy of notice and imi- 
tation. Being trained by his father to the practice 
of virtue from his earlieft years, he followed the ex- 
ample of his parent in the education of his own 
Vis defcen- children, who fo far profited thereby, as to pafs 
lantstnventthrouglilife with tranquility (c)« and reader their 

hefdence p. n 1 • > • t» 

>faftrono- memories revered by their lurvivors. By contem- 
rvo iiiarsP^" n S P ow er of the Divine Being,as manifefted 
■sSfcdT in its various operations, they acquired the fcience 

of aftronomy, or knowledge of the heavenly bodies. 

Left pofterity fliould loie the benefit of their in- 
vention (as Adam had predicted that the world 
fliould be deftroy ed at two diftinct periods, the firft 
by water, the laft by fire) they erected two ftupen- 
dous pillars, the one of brick, and the other of ftone, 

and engraveduponeachaparticular account of their 
difcoveries, in order that, if that of brick fliould be 



(a) Of this punifhment of Cain in the feventh ^encrarion, 
and the mark fct on him and his pofterity, the literal accom- 
plifliment of it will be folly fliewn in a fubfequent part of the 
work. 

(&) The number of Adam's children, as fays the old tradition, was 
thirty-three fous, and twenty-three daughters. 



Wept away by the violence of llir writers, that of 
/tone might remain, and thereby preftTvc the iii- 
W ription for the information of poltcrity. The for- \ c *.' n .* fiC 
nu r was I wept away by the deluge but the Jlonc K]iu' s /" m 
pillar is to be fecn in the land of Syria to this day . 

C H A P. III. 

General depravity of mankind. v Confequenccs thereof: 
Departure of Noah into another land. ConftruUion of 
the ark for the prcfervation of Noa/rand his fa?nily. 
The deluge. Noah facrifices to the Almighty for //is 
deliverance. His oblation is accepted^ and his rcqnefi 



granted. 



ed in the fky 
deflroyed by 




URING feven generations the defcendants of 



Mo- 

c fons 



Seth continued to imitate the virtuous example 
of their pious progenitors, influenced by a dUe vene- 
ration for the majefty of their Supreme Creafor,a&d 
a facred regard for his divine inftitutions*J but, in 
procefs of time, they became degenerate and negli- 
gent of their duty to God, as well as of all focial and 
moral obligations. The profligacy of thefe people . 
now became as notorious as their piety had be$n 
eminent, infomuch, that they juftly incenfed the dif- 
pleafure of an incenfeft Deity. Many of the angels, ^^^fe^ 
(by Mofes called the fbns of God), fo denominated icdanpcu 
for their lingular piety and virtue, intcu-marrying^/ s ^ u 
promifcuoufly,brought forth an hardy race, confident Mhy 
of their ftrength, bold in their crimes, and refem-^oj 1 
bling, in acts of outrage, the giants mentioned by 
the fabulifts of Greece. Noah,who retained his inte- 
grity, and was /hocked to behold the general d«pra- Gen. vj. a. 
vity.expoftulated with them on the enormity of their parr*L 
crimes, and earneftly rcprcfented the nece/Hty of a bother 
reformation : but finding; all his admonitions ineffec- ccumry * 
tuaUand that they were devoted to the mod impious 
purfuits, he deemed it expedient to retire, with his 
family, from a place in which he had reafon to ima- 
gine he fhouldbe continually expofed to the cruelty * 
and rapine of its abandoned inhabitants. 

The unexampled piety of Noah fecured him the 
favour of an approving God, who now determined 
to wreak his vengeance on the whole human race, 
and exterminate from the face of the earth all ^ w dma 
creatures in general, iri order, to produce a Virtu- tion of mf- 
ous generation, the period of whole lives fliould ^oyeu». 
be limited to the fpace of iao years. 

Previous to the execution of this, which was to 





take place in a general inundation, God fuggefted to 
Noah the means of fafety ; fo that,inconformity # toNoah'saxk. 
the Divine intimation, he caufed an ark to be built, 
conlifting of four ftories, three hundred cubits in 
length, fifty in breadth, and thirty in heighth. 

Into this ark, or providential afylum, Noah en- 
tered, together with his family ; and haying pro- 
vided all things neceffary for their fuftenaSice, took Gc jJ* vU - 
with him feven couples of fome kinds of animals, 
and at leaft a male and female of all, in order to 
prefcrvc a remnant of each fpecies for the ufe of 
future generations. This ark was conftru6ted on ' ^ 
fuch a plan, as to be at once impenetrable and im- 
pregnable, and therefore fecure from the attack 
of the moft violent furge, or boifterous ftorm. 

Thus was Noah, (who may be termed the fecond ' 
father of mankind) wonderfully preferved, with 
his houfliold, by the interpofition of Providence, 
from the ravages of a deluge, in which were in- 
volved a guilty race, as a memento of Divine in- 
dignation. Noah, by lineal defcent, was the tenth 
from Adam ; the regular fucceflion being Adam, 
Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jarod, Enoch, 
Methufelah, Lamech, and Noah. 





» * 



r.-i 




Noair* ge- 



The deluge (d) happened in the fix hundredth vear acaiogy. 
of Noah, and in the fecond month, which, by the 
Macedonians, is called Dius, and, by the Hebrcws, T,,cael " se * 




(c) What is here faid of Seth and his pollerity, that they were good 
a;ut virtuous, and at the fame time very happy, without any confidcra- 
bJe misfortune, is exaftly agrrcahlc to the (laic of the worid, an^he 
comhitf of Providence, in all the tirft njres, 

(d) Joicphus here truly determines ihat the year, at the time of the 
flood, begaa about the autumnal equinox. 
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(whofolJoncd llir F.fl vpfian chronology), Marfo- 
mane, or Murfuaiie. Mofca confidcrcd Nifim,or,as 
xinthicui, 11 railed hy thcMacc(I6nians,Xantliicus,as tlicfirft 
in April ' month, and enfbined the dbfervanceof it hi all reli- 
vmhui. jrjous matters^ becanfe in that month he delivered 

the Ifraclitc.H from Egj'jttian bondage ; but with re- 
{pe<Tt to civil concerns in general, he obferved the an- 
cient calculation, beginning the year with Decem- 
ber. According to the Mofaic account, the deluge 
began the feventccnthday of the fecond month, in 
Gcn<Ttfrom £ heyear 1 6$6, from the creation of Adam; and the fa- 

cred chronology is held nioft minute and authentic. 

From thence it is deducible that, at the birth of 
Scth, Adam was 130 years old, and that lie lived 
933 years. Seth, about the age of 105, had Enos, 
who, after living 935 years, left the management of 
his affairs to his fon Cainan. He lived 9 1 o years, leav- 
in*r a fon, called Malialaleel,,to whom was born Ja- 
. J^red was the father of Enoch, and lived S>5a 
years. Enoch,whenhe hadlived r 365years,was tranf- 
Gcn v. *** c< ^ or ta ken up into heaven, by an exertion of Di- 
24 , * ' * vine power: his death, therefore, hath not beep jre- 

£SJ no: corded b y an y Wftorian. EndcK had a fon narried 
mentioned Metlmfelah, who left to his fonLamech the authori- 
ty"? 1 * ty^he had held during his life. Lamcch, having go- 
verned 777 years, was lucceededby his fon Noah. 
Gen. vK. 4 In thefe fucceffions, the births, rather than the 
& deaths, of thefe nien, are to beadhered to ; for they 
lived to fee many fuccecding generations. ... 

The Almighty, at the appointed time, caufed tor- 
rents of water to fall upon the earth; in fuch rapid 
and ceafelefs fucceffion, for the {pace of forty days, 
that the moll elevated parts were overwhelmed to 
the depth of fifteen cubits ; fo that the guilty inhabi- 
tants were deprived of the power of night, and of 
courfe involved in the general calamity. The rain 
G*n,Tiii. 1. C eafing gradually,the watersdecreafedinproportion 

and at the expiration of an hundred and fifty days, 
on the 17th day of the feyenth month, the ark being 
lodged upon the fiimmit of a mountain in Armenia, 
Noah re Noah opened a window,and perceiving certain {pots 
a raven on* of dry land, confoled himfelf with- .a hope of a 

vUretwns*P eed y deliverance. On the gradual decreafe of the 

again. waters, Noah fent forth a raven, to difcover if the 

inundation had fo far (ubfided, that they might de- 
fcend from the ark with fecurity ; but the winged 
meflenger finding no place whereon t6 perch, foon 

* returned to its afylurii, the ark. 

After an interval of feven days, he let fly a dove, 

^ on the fame embafTy as the raven, but with different 

{uccefs in the event, for fhe returned with an olive 



1 





t- 



branch, by which token Noah was happily allured 
that the inundation was no more. Deeming it ex- 
pedient to waitftillfeven days, he difmifled all the 
living creatures, and followed with his wife and fa- 

Xe«k q and m *ty ' anc * 1* av * n S °ff erec * oblations to their all- 
crificeth gracious deliverer, enjoyed thofe focial bleffings 

oGod. 



which they owed to his wonderful interpofition. 

The Armenians call the Ipot on which the ark 
refted at the defcent of Noah, Apobaterion (a) figni- 
fying an exit or coming out ; and the inhabitants 
Jhew fome remains of that ftupendous fabrick, 
which they have preferved to this day. 

Various'Paganhiftorianshavelefttheirteftimonics 
of thisgeneral deluge, and the ark in which the feledl 
few were fecured from inundation. Berbfiis, the 
Chaldean, writes, " That fome fragments of this 
" veffel are ftill to be feeninthe mountains of the Cor- 
cc dya2ans,in Armenia; and that many of them carry 
" off pieces of the pitch, which clofed its learns, as 

Hieronymus, the 

Egyptian, in his Antiquities of the Phoenicians,' 
{peaks to the fame purport, as do many others. 
But Nicholaus, of Damafcus informs us more ex- 
plicitly, " That above the province of Minyas, in 
u Armenia, there is a certain ftupendous mountain 
" named Baris, to which, it is reported, that many 
" flying at the time of the deluge, by that means 
" efcaped ; and that a man was borne on an ark to 
" the fummit of that mountain ; and fome fragments 
" of the materials, of which the ark was compofed, 
" renmin there to this day." He adds, " This, 



Teftimo- 
nies of 

other 
authors. 



u charms ao-ainftinchantment." 



(a) yhh Jpobatcrhu, or place of defcenr, is the proper ren- 
dering of the Armenian name of ihis very place. It is a lafting mo- 
raiment of the prcfcrvation of Noah in the ark upon the top of that 



t$ probably, is ihc man alluded to Ly Mofcs, the 
u fcgidator of the Jews/' 

Is'oah, apprchcnltvc that the Almighty had de- 
creed the utter extirpation of thfthirfnap race, and 
therefore dreading an annual return of the flood, 
having offered facrifice to the offended Deity, moft G ^J»j. a 
humbly befoughthim that hereafter he would mam-piicarcsG Up 



tain the former order of things, nor again ivrcck [j^™^" 
his vengeance on mankind in the fame manner, by no moid 
devoting all things exifting to one common deftruc- 
tion ; but that, having configned the difbbedient 
to due punifhmcnt, he would extend his benevo- 
lence to thofe who had hitherto been the objects of 
his favourable regard ; other wife their ftate would 
be more defperate than that of thofe who had pe- 
ri {bed by one deluge, in being referved as vic- 
tims to another, after having fliuddercd at being 
witnefles to fo tremendous an event. 

He then implored the Almighty to accept the ob- 
lation offered, and avert his jiidgmeiits from the 
earth, that he and his poftcrity, applying them- 
felves to the cultivation of the ground, and building 
of cities, might be gracioufly permitted to enjoy 
the fruits of their labours to a good old age, as 
their progenitors had done before tHe deluge. 

Npah having thus prefented his fupplicatioris to God hears 
the bountiful Father of the Univerfe, he was plea- Noah '* 
fed, from an approbation of his inteority, to grant, praycr * 
his requeft, intimating, at the fame time, that thofe 
who periflied died for their own difobedience, and 
not through bis will, as the author of their deftruc- 
tion. He then confoled him with thefe foothin^ ex- 
preffions. " I gave not life with a defign to deftroy 
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raw. 



it ; but their crimes were fo atrocious, that I was 
compelled to exterminate them . I am not,how- 
ever, inexorable : your intercelTion fliall prevail 
with me to abate of the rigor of their chaftife- 
ment ; nor will I involve them in another deluge • Un i awfil | 
but it is my pofitive commtind that ye abftain ^cfs of 
from murder, and inflidt 'the fevereft punilh- 
mentson delinquents in that particular, as high- 
ly offenfive to theMajefty of heaven. All living 
creatures are at your own difpofal, as lords of 
the creation, whether of the land, the water, or 
the air. I enjoin you only to abftain from their TBe 
blood ; for in that coniifteth their life. It is there- Jg* 
fore^ prohibited by my efpecial command; and to another 0 * 
free you from apprehenlion of a future deluge, Genfixij: 
I fix my bow in the Ikies, as a token that the 
world mail be no more deftroyed by water. 
Since that time the rainbow has been confidered 
as the facred bow of the Creator of the Univerfe. 

Noah continued in a ftate of tranquility 350 ycars^ Noah'* 
after the flood, and then concluded a life of which a£C * 
the extent was 950 years. In forming a comparifon 
between the longevity of the ancients, or antedi- 
luvians, and the narrow {pan of our prefent lives, 
there is no reafonable argument, to invalidate what 
I have advanced on that mbjed:, fince it by no means 
follows that, becaufe human life is now abridged, it* 
was not protra&ed in the days of our progenitors i 
Belldes,in thofe early times a purer air, greater fim- 
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plici ty of manners,' and, above all, much greater* 
temperance, muft eflentially have contributed to its iSc 
prolongation.. It was alfoneeeflary that the term of^ity ofrnc^ 
life (hould be thus extended, in order to bring to ^ dilu ' fii 
perfection the fciences of geometry and aftronomy, 
which could not be attained but by intenfe applica- 
tion during a long feries of time, as the great pe- 
riod, or grand revolution of the planets, is accoun- 
ted a {pace of fix hundred years. In confirmation of 
what I have advanced concerning the longevity of 
the antediluvians, I could produce the concurring 
teftimonies of all the ancient hiftorians, whether 
Greeks or barbarians ; asManetho, in his Egyptian, 
and Berofus, in his Chaldean, Hiftory ; Hieronymus, 
the Egyptian, who, as well as Moclms Hcftraeus, 
wrote the Hiftory of Phoenicia. Hcfiod, Hecata^us, 
Hellanicus, Acufilaus, Eporus, and Nicolaus, fevc- 



rally admit, that many of the ancients liv ed to the 
age of a thoufand years. Neverthelefs, I fiibmit 
what I have related to the judgment of the reader. 

mountain at whole foot it was bmlt, and where die fir ft city or town 
was crc&ed after the flood. 
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pojlerity of Noah commanded to people the earthy and 
form colonics indifferent parts. They ncglett the Di- 

U *ul cr take the building of the tower of 



vine injunction. 
Babel at the irrigation of Nimrod. 



The confufion of 



tongues. Sybil's defcription of the demolition of the tower. 

Til E firft of the human race, who dcfccndcd from 
the mountains to the plains after the tremend- 
Ihcw&^ous inundation, were the three fons of Noah,Shem, 

Ham, and Japhat, born about one hundred years be- 
fore that memorable event- The remainder of his 
family, who apprchenfivc of a fecond deliulge, had 
(laid behind, animated by their example, at length 
dcfccndcd and joined them ; and the fpot on M'hich 
they firft fixed their abode was called Shinar, or 
Senaar. 

From the vaft increafe of population, they were 
rortcrityof commanded by the Almighty to difperfc themfelves, 
Xo,1 5 c j 0 ^" and form diftinct colonies in diiFcrcnt parts of the 
inherit the earth, not only to prevent thofe diflentions which 
earth. might arife from their continuance in a promifcous 

body, but that they might extend the cultivation, 
andrcap amore abundant harveftfromtheir labours. 
Such, however, was their ignorance and obftinacy, 
that theyneglectedthe mandateof the Almighty , and 
fuffered condign punifliment through the infli&ion 
of great calamities. Yet,as their numbers continued 
to mcreafe, God was pleafed to repeat and enforce 
his command as to their difperlion and formation of 
colonics; but thofe perverfe mortals, vainly attribu- 
ting their pofleflions to the acquifition of their com- 
bined ftrcngth, and not to the beneficence of an all- 
bountiful Creator, pcrfiftcd in the ir difoberiience,by 
not paying any attention to the Divine command. 

They were incited to this contumacious difobedi- 
ence of the facred injunction by Nimrod, (or, as he 

fcc£T^ is called in the Greek, Nabrod), the grandfon of 
ranny over Ham, one of the fons of Noah. 

the reft. was remarkable for bodily ftrength, and intrepidi- 
ty of mind, fuggefted to them, that their flourifh- 
ing condition was not the elfed: of providential 
bleffings, but of their own power and wilUom. By 
thefe means he introduced a tyranical government, 
and, to confirm himfelf in the fame, by. gainin 
their confidence asaluppofedprote&or, perluade 
them to a vain belief, that if they fliould be alarmed 
by the apprehehfion of a deludge, he would under- 
take to defend them from its ravages, by erecting 
a tower of fuch inaceeflible heighth, as to brave 
Gen xi v *°l ence °f flood, and fecure them from 

a?3» 4» t ^ lc P°flibility of danger. 

Prevailed upon by the fallacious pretenfions of 
this prefumptuous demagogue ,the credulous multi- 
tude were inclined <to think that obedience to the 
Divine commands was aninftancc of pufillanimity, 
and therefore applied themfelves moft affiduoufly to 
their new concerted project of building this tower. 
From the great numbers employed in the work, and 
the alacrity with which they purfiied it, in afhort 
time it was railed to a ftupendous heighth; but fuch 
wasthe amazing thicknefs,that the elevationfeemed 
diminifticd to the view of the fpe&ator. The fides 
were compofed of burnt brick, cemented with a bi- 
tumniousmorter,to prevent the admiffionof water. 

Though their madnefsand prefumption were thus 
flagrantly ofFenfive to the Almighty, fuch was his 
benevolence, notwithftanding his late example of 
vengance, that he condemned them not to a ge- 
neral extirpation, but, by changing their tongues, 
caufed fuch a diverfity of language 'amongft them, 



This Nimrod, who 
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to render them totaHv unintelligible to each o- 



tlier. 



onguc*. 



The fpot in which thisto\yer was eredted is 

i<mof nru " ncn . v ca ^ et l Babylon, from the confufion of tongues 

which arofe there ; the word Babel, in Hebrew,fig- 
nifyin^ confufion. Of this tower, and the diverfity 
or confufion of languages, the fybil {a)' {peaks in 
the following terms : " When all men fpake the 
" famelanguage,they attemptedto build a tower of 
" ftupendous height, as if from thence they inten- 
" ded to afcend to heaven ; but the gods letting 



$% W°* rcs Chorcncnlis, an Armenian hiftorian, confirms tliis account, 
i^?» at God overthrew ihis tower by a teriblc floTiu, and confounded the 
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" loofc the winds jipon thcf£fc>vcrthrcw the ftruc- 
" tare, confoithdcd the language of the builder*, 
" and thereby fubvertedthe whole dctign J whence (uVmr.r 
" it came to pais, that the city afterwards built up- <rf 
" on that fame fpot, was called Babylon." With rcf 1 
pe<5t to the plain of Senaar, on which Babylon ftands, 
Hcftnxrus, the liiftorian, writes, that " Tlie priefts, 
who efcaped from the general calamity, took the fa- 
cred reliqucs of Jupiter, (Enyallius), or the con- 
qucrer, and carried them to Shinar, or Senaar, in 
the vifcinity of Babylon/' t} 



CHAP. V 

Difpcrfton of the pojlerity of Noah. 

and nations. 



Names of regions 



felvcs into diftindt colonies,and occupied thofe parts 



THE confufion of tongues naturally occafioned 
the difperlion of the people, who formed them- Djfpcrfion 

i _ _ 1 - - - - - ' ofthe na- 

tions. 

of the earth to which they were providentially con- 
duced; fo that not only thefhores, but the "conti- 
nent were amply Elled. with inhabitants. Some 
conftructed veffels, and took pofleffion of various 
iflands. Several nations ftill retain their original 
names given them by their founders. Thofe of o- 
thers are changed ; Snd fome are altered, in order 
that they may become thereby more intelligible. gtcSm* 1 * 
The latter are denominated by terms derived from ^gJJJJ** 
the Greeks ; for when that people maintained im- tions! they 
portance among nations from the acquifition of S* vc thcm 
power, they arrogated to themfelves the glory of ,M * 
antiquity, and affixed fuch names to the countries 
they vanquifhed, as implied that from them, and 
them only, they derived their origin. 

CHAP. VI. 

Dcfcendants of Noah, down to Jacob, give names to the 
feveral nations they reJpeUively founded. Noah's in- 
temperance expofes him to Jbame. A curfe entailed on 
the pofierity of his fon Ham, who dijeovi 
ded him. The origin of the Hebrews, 
of land. Genealogy of Abram. Term 
at this period. 



Firfi divifici 
of Man's .lift 



THE defceftdants of Noahmade it an invariable 
rule to affix their own names to the nations they 
feverally founded. Thus the feven fons of Japhet, ; 
thefonofNoah,ipreadingthemfelvesoverAiia,fr^ 
the mountains Taurus and Amanus,to the river Ta- derived 

* * from T 

nais, extending in Europe as far as Gades, and cul- ph°aT/ a " 
tivating the various teritories in that fpace, which 
were before uninhabited,called themfelves feverally 
and diftiri&ly by thq§r own names . Gomar was the 
founder of the Gomarians, whom the Greeks now 
called Gallations. Magog planted that colony an- 
ciently called from his name Magoge, but now ter- The Gnia- 
med by the GieeksScy thia. Modus, the eldef^fon SSSS" 
of Japhat, was the founder of the Medreans, by the Go- fc 
Greeks called Medes ; as was Javan, or Jovan, his raar * 
other fon, of the Ionians, from whom the other proecnyof 
Greeks in general derive their origin. The Tho- J?p%» ' 

belians, now called Iberians, took their names from third te- 

their founder Thobelus ; as did the Mofchcnians, 8°" on fon . 

now called Cappadociaus, fromMofocha. Indeed, 

they ftill retain fome trace of their ancient title in 

the city of Mafaca,from whence it is probable that, * 

in ancient times, the whole country was called by 

the fame name. The Thereaus, whom the Greeks 



call Thracians, iprang from Theres, or Thh 
All thefe nations derived their origin, and confe- 
quently their appellations, from the names of their 
refpeciive founders, the feven fons of Japhet. 

The three fons of Gomar, Afehanaxes. Riphatcs, 
and Tygranes, founded the Afchanaxian/*, now- 
called, by the Greeks, Rheginians ; the Riphathc- 
ans, now called Paphlagonians ; and the Tygrane- 
ans, now ftiled Phrygians. 

The three fons of Javan, or Jovan, Elyfas, Thar- l£%7of 
fus,and Cethynius, gave names to three diftinct peo* 
pic. The Alyfian, now called ^Eoalians ; the Thar- ' v * v 



lancnagcof ihc builders ; and this lie received from the carlicil rc-: 
cords bclougint; to that nation. 
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lans, as appears from the 
name of their metropolis, Tarfits ; and the inhahit- 

antsofCetliytna^tiow called Cvpnis,and from which 
not only all i Hands, but all places on the fca-coaft, 
were called, by the Hebrews* Chcthim. In Cyprus 
there is ftill a town, which the Greeks call Citmiii* 
Thefe nations were founded by, and derived their 
names from the immediate defendants of Japhet. 

Before I proceed, a particular circumftance, per- 
haps unknown even to the Greeks, requires attenti- 
on, which is, that I have frequently, in compliance 
with their manner $ to facilitate ancl harmonize pro- 
nunciation, changed the termination of their pro- 
per names, an innovation of which we never admit. 

The defcendants of Ham took pofleflion of Syria, 
from mount Amanus and Libanus unto the fea-coaft, 
and gave names to all places within the limits of 
their dominions ; but moft of them are now either 
wholly obliterated, or fo corrupted, that they can- 
not be traced to their originals. The Ethiopians, 
however, have preferved their ancient name ; for 
having been founded by Chus, one of the fons of 
Ham, they are called Chufites, or Chufeans, not only 
in their own country, but throughout all Alia, to this 
day. The Meftreans alfo retain the fame honor: 
they derived their name fromMeftree, by which E- 
gy pt is ftill called, as are the Egyptians, Meftreans. 

Phur, who planted a colony in Lybia, gave deno- 
mination to the Phutians ; in confirmation of which, 
divers Greek hiftorians mention a diftridt of Mauri- 
tania, called Phute, fituate on the banks of a river of 
the fame name ; but its modern appellation is de- 
rived from Libyfs, one of the fons of Mefraim. 
Canaan, the fourth fon of Ham, gave the name of 
P * r ° S c£ia f Canaanites to the inhabitants of the nation he eftab- 
s# "lifhed, which is now called Judasa. Chus, who was 
the eldeft fon of Ham, had feveral fons; Sabas, foun- 
der of the Saba2ans;Evilas,of the Evilams, or Getuli- 

ans;Sabathes,oftheSabatheans,orAftrabarians;Ra- 
mus,oftheRameans;andNimrod of the Babylonians 
Mefraim had eight fons, who poflefled the whole 
diftricft between Gaza and Egypt ; but one only, 
named Philiftin, gave denomination to the colony 
he planted, now called, by the Greeks, Paleftine. 
The nations founded by the other fons being defo- 
lated, as will be hereafter {hewn, in the ^Ethiopian 
raieftincfo war (#),no material circumftance is retained con- 

r^ilftin 0111 cerning them, Labyn excepted, who planted a co- 
lony in Lybia, fo called from his name. 

Canaan was the father of eleven fons, of whom Si- 

donius called the city he founded Sidon, which it 
children of ftill retains, not having been corrupted by the 
Canaan. Greeks ; as did Amath, to Amathe, or Amathine, 

which,by the inhabitants,is ftill fo called; though the 
Macedonians, in honor of one of their princes, have 
changed it into Epiphania. Aradasus planted the 
ifland of Aradus ; as did Arcseus the colony of Arce, 
on mount Libanus. Of the other feven fons, Enas- 
Chetieus, Jebufteus, Ammorceifs, Gergefzeus, 
Sinasus, and Samarasus, nothing more remains in 
facred hiftory than their names, the Hebrews hav- 
ing deftroyed their cities on the following account. 
Noah's n When the earth was re-eftabliftied after the flood, 
toxication. Noah applied himfelf to agriculture, and particular- 
ly to the cultivation of vines. When the fruit was 
ripe, he prefled it, and made wine, of which, having 
firft offered an oblation to the bountiful Father of 
the Univerfe, he drank to fuch excefs, that intoxi- 
cation enfuing, he fell into a ftate of infenfibility, 
and was expofed in a fituation highly indecent. 

His fon Ham, perceiving his father in this conditi- 
on, difdainfully difcovered it to his brothers ; but 
they, touched with filial reverence, approached and 
veiled the (hame of their aged parent. Noah, there- 
fore, coming to the knowledge of this circumftance, 
pronounced his blefling on the dutiful fons,Shem and 
Japhet; and tho* he did not curfe the perfon of Ham, 
he imprecated the direft calamities on his pofterity . 
? n f Shem had five fons, who inhabited thofe parts of 
shem " y ° Alia which extend from the Euphrates to the Indian 
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(a) This Ethiopian war was of fuch confeqnence as to occafion the' 
removal or deilruclion of fix or feven nations ot the pofterity of Mefra- 
im, with their cities* This Jofcphus would not have faid, if he had 



Ocean. Elam was the founder of the Elainites, or 
Pcrfians ; Aflur, of the city of Nineveh, and the A(- 
fyrian empire ; Arphaxad, of the Arphaxadcans, or 
Chaldeans ; Aram* of the Armcans, or Syrians j 
and Ludis, of the Ludcans, or Lydiaus. 

Of Aram's four fons, Uz eftablifhed the colony of 
the Traflionites, ancl built the city of Damafcus, be- 
tween Paleftine and Coelo-Syria . Ul founded Arme- 
nia, Gether, Badxia, and Mefanaea, now called the 
valley of Pafin. Arphaxad was the father of Salas, 
whole fon Heber (b) gave denomination to the He- of 
brews. Heber had two fons, Ju&a, or Jo&an, and Hebron. 
Phalec, who was fo called from having been born at 
fuch time as lands were firft divided ; Phalec, in 
Hebrew, lignifying divifion. 

The fons of Jucfta were Elmodad, Saleph, Azer- 
moth, Ezdrais, Edoram, Uzal, Dael, Ebal, Abimael, 
Sabseus, Ophir, Evilath, and Jobab. Thefe occu- 
pied that country which is fituated between Syria 
and the river Cophen, in India. Having thus treat- 
ed of the progeny of Shem, we fhall now advert to 
to the Hebrews - 

From Phalec, the fon of Heber, defcended Ra- 
gaus, from whence came Serug, whofe name was 
Nachor, who begat Thares, the father of Abram, 
the tenth in fucceffion from Noah. He was born 19a 
years after the deluge, in the feventieth y ear of his 
father's age. Nachor was xao years old when he 
had Thares, and Serug about 13a when he begat j 
Nachor ; Ragaus 130 when he had Serug, and Pha- 
lec about the fame age when he had Ragaus ; He- 
ber 134 when he begat Phalec. Salas was born 
in the 135th year of his father Arphaxad, who was 
begotten by Shem two years after the deluge. 

Abram had two brothers, Nachor and Aran. The 
latter leaving behind him one fon, Lot, and two Abram'* 
daughters, Sarah and Melcha, died at Ur, in Chal- S cnealo sr. 
dea, where hisfiipulchre is yet to be feen. His kinf- 
men efpoufed his two daughters ; Nachor takin 
Melcha, and Abram, Sarah. Thares was fo muc 
affedred by the death of his fon Aran, that he re- 
moved, with his family, from Chaldea to Charan, 
a city in Mefopotamia, where he died withgrief, 
and was buried in his 105th year. About the time The term 
the Almighty was pleafed to abbreviate the fpace of 
man's life to the term of 1 ao years, precifely the age viated, 
to which Mofes attained. 

Nachor's wife, Melcha, bore him eight fons, Uz, 
Baux, Camuel, Chazad, Azam, Pildas, Jadelphas, 
andBethuel ; and his concubine, Ruma, four, Ta- 
beus, Gadam, Thavan andMachan. Bethuel, one 
of Nachbr's legitimate fons, had a fon and a daugh- 
ter, named Laban and Rebecca. 




CHAP. VII. 

of the Jewijb nation. 
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His wijdom. 



He injlrufts the people in the nature and attributes of 
the Deity. His memory perpetuated. 

ABRAM having little hope of legitimate iflue, Gen. xil; * 
adopted Lot, the fon of his brother Aran, and 1 
brother of his wife Sarah. In obedience to the Di- 
vine command, he departed from Chaldea in the 
75th year of his age, and fettled in the land of Cana- 
an where he livedin tranquility,and,athis death,left * Ht 
it to his defcendants. Abram poflelTed a moft folid isthe firft , 
judgment, great powers of oratory, and a general f^^j^ 
knowledge of men and things. Eminent in all ex- with pro* 
amplary virtues, he was the firft who undertook, to gj^£ , 
rectify theerroneousopinionsmenentertainedofthe one au- j 

Supreme Being, to inftruft them in the nature of his ^J5J» e | 



atributes, and to inculcate, that there were but one ^wjS- 
God, the creator of all things ; to whofe providence oppofitio* 
men were indebted for all the enjoyments of life, ^tjic 
independent of any merit or power of their own, s * 
Thefe do&rines he enforced by argument deduced 
from the operations of nature in general, and the 
planatary fyftem in particular ; laying it down as a 



4 

not been poflefled of ancient records to juftify his aflcrtions though (by 3 
fome means or other) thofe records are now loll. 

(b) That the Tews were called Hebrews from their progenitor, Hc-t4? 
ber, Jofcphusrightly affirms. 
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niaxiin,that,as there js a certain prc-difpolingpowcr, 

by tlic influence of which all things arc actuated, as 
all things arc fubject to the controul of Omnipo- 
tence ; to that fhould be attributed man's every blef- 
iing, and to that Ihould be gratefully afevibed ho- 
nour and glory in the highcit. 

Thefc doctrines, founded on the lublimcft prin- 
ciples of religion and philofophy, were fo avcrfc to 
the contracted notions of the Chaldeans and Me- 
fopotamians, as to excite a mutiny againft him ; 
Abram therefore, at the Divine intimation, removed 
into the land of Canaan, where he erected an altar, 
and offered facrifice to the God of his deliverance. 
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Berofus, the hiftorian, evidently alludes to our father 

A. 



Lbram ; though he docs not mention his names, 
vhen lie writes, <c In the tenth generation after the 
flood, there lived amongft the Chaldeans a man 




cas.tiuc^ tt ^. but ^ rec orded his anions, in a feledt vo- 



uf the mo 
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[iitori^s book of his hiftory, bears thispofitive teftiraon 



and Nicholaus of Damafcus, in the fourth 




This pa- 
triarch 



concerning him. .Abram. (though a ftranger 
U reigned in Damafcus, whither he arrived with a 

aViifcinthe " numerous train from a country lituate beyond Ba- 

unth cc bylon, called Chaldea: but the inhabitants in a 

" fhort time rifing againft him,' he retired with his 
u own people to the land of Canaan, now called 
ThcUabi- Ct Judea, where he fettled, and left a numerous pro- 

" geny. M The name of Abram is ftill held in ho- 
nour at Damafcus, and there is an adjacent Villa, 
culled Abram's habitation. 
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A famine happening in Canaan, Abram retires into Egypt. 
The inordinate de fifes of the Egyptians punifbed by tre- 
mendous judgements. Abram inftrntts them in the know- 
ledge of religion, as alfo tn the (ctences of arithmetic and 
ajlronomy. On his return to Canaan divides the coun~ 
try J? ct ween himfelf and his kinfman Lot. 
* \ xtfrlEADFUL famine happening in Canaan, 
i^Abram, having intelligence of the plenty which 

abomided in Egypt, determined to retire thither, not 
only on account of the fertility of the foil, but that 
lie might have an opportunity of confering with 
the Egyptian priefts on the fubjeffc of religion ; deter- 
mined as a man of a liberal mind, open to convic- 
tion, to adhere to, or fwerve from, their tenets and 
opinions, as they appeared founded on the invari- 
able principles of reafon and' nature* As his wife* 
Sarai accompanied him to Egypt, and he was ap- 
prized of the incontinency of the inhabitants,in order 
to obviate any dangerous effects that might arife 
from the king's attachment to her, being remark- 
able beautifulin perfon, it was mutually agreed be- 
tween them that (lie fliould pafs for his fifter. 

Abram'rf apprehenfion was confirmed, for they no 
fooner arrived in Egypt, than the fame of his wife's 
beauty was fpread around, which exciting the cu- 
rio (ity of Pharaoh to fee her, was of courfe followed 
by an ardent defire to poflefs her: but the Divine 
liVvvar- iuterpofition fruftrated his vicious defign by means 
nuble of a peftilence and infurre&ion^prevailingat the iame 

: among his fubjects. Alarmed at the£e fiidden 
ftrokes of adverfity, he confulted hi$ priefts oa^the 
caufes which had incurred, and the means of avert- 
ing fixch tremendous judgments. They informed 1 
him, that the caufe of his calamities, was his inten- 
tion of violence to the wife of a ftranger. Imprefled 
by the anfwerof the priefts, he interrogated Sarai 
as to hcrfelf, and the man who accompanied her, and 
on her ingenuoufly declaring the truth, excufedhim- 
felf to Abram on pretence of his fuppofing her to 
have been his fifter, and declaring, that he hv no 
means intended to violate the laws of his hofpitality ; 
then difmilling him with a fumptuous prefent, he 
aive him full permiflion to confer with the greateft 
and mod learned men throughout his dominions. 

This circumftance tended to difplay his virtues 
. and enhance his character ; for as the Egyptians 
maintained variety of opinions, and bigottcd attach- 
i n '2 n t p r o d uc c d fch i fm and animofity, upon examin- 
ing the grounds of their tenets in the courfe of his 
conferences with them, he demonftrated to them that 
th/ir different fenthiicnts concerning religious rites 

NO. 1: 
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and ceremonies, were vague, idle, and Void of foitrt- 
dation or truth. He difcuffed thefc points with fuch 
per fpicuity andcloqucncc as procured him the higheffc 
veneration, not only as a frian of univerfal know- 
ledge, hut endowed with the happieft faculty of 

couveyinginftru&ion to others. He wasthefirft who* 1 

taught the Egyptians the fciences of arithmetic and™££ ch 
aftronomy, of which they were, before his reiidence the iggp* 
amongft them, totally ignorant : therefore as he firft J^f/"^ 
introduced themfrOmChaldcainto Egypt, aitd front aaronomy> 
thence they were afterwards tranfportedintoGreece, 
he niay iuftly be faid to have laid the foundation of ihcmwtht 

•m ' m< - Greeks af- 

attic literature* tcrwards 

Upon his return to Canaan, he divided the coun- 
try with Lot, which affording caufe for contention J ^v^ if * 
among their fhepherds concernhlgi the boundaries 
of their refpe&ive lands, he fekmitted' the point to 
Lot's entire option*, as id that p^rticula^part which 
might appear to him mo ft eligible, contenting him*' . 
felt with what his kinfman rejedicd., Abram. theii 
fixed his refidence on the mountains near Hebron(a 
city founded feveh ^ears prior to Tanais in Egypt-) 
while Lot chofe.the plain oii the banks of the river 
Jordan near Sodom, then a flourifhing city, but af- 
terwards laid in ruins, and extirpated even in .name, 
as a- token of the Almighty^s vengeance for the 
enormous crimes of its inhabitants. 
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AS. the Aflyrians at this tirae 
Afia, and they envied the int 



The defeat vf the Sodomites and definition of their city 
by J he Ajfyrians* The lake of Aff halites • Lot made 
prrfoner. • » . 

. • * • • 

held the empire of GcnTxW. 

increafing wealth and F^ur^iTy- 
power of the Sadonutes v M r hofe country was divided 

into nve provinces iwqer the government, of the over five 
fame number of k}ngs # vi?. ?allas, Barfas^ Senabar, Pf"Je so! 
Symobar, and the; king of the ^allenians ; they de-domitcsat 
tcrmined to make war Upon them, and to that end ^haf* 
entered their territories with apowerful army under 
the conduit of four able commanders. Tne con- 
teft being foon decided in favour of the Aflyrians, 
who totally vanquished the! Sodomites, their .five 



ue». 



ft 



kings from that time became tributaries to the.con- 
querors. Having for twelve years duly paid the fine 
impo£ed,they refufed to continue it on the thirteenth, " 
and revolted from their obligation; upon which the 
Aflyrians again muftered their ;lprces under their 
commanders Amraphel, Arifch, Chedorlaomer, and 
Thabel, who ranfacked all Syria, and overthrew the 
race of the giants. Penetrating into the country 
of Sodom, they encamped in a valley that derive^ 
its name from the bituminous pits witb which that 
country abounded till the deftru&ion of its chief 
city, when it becanje a lake, and was called. Afpha- 
li|p, i. e. bituminous. , A battle enfued, andjyas t 
maintaine4 r fome time with equal valour . on Bbth- x 
fides j but at length victory declared for the Aflyri- In J 
ans, great numbers of the Sodomites fell, and' the w'onj 
reft were taken prifoners, amongft whom wsas tot, 
who came to aflift his countrymen in repelling the 
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invafion of the enemy. 
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Abram pur fees the victorious Affyrians, defeats them^ and 
reftores the captiye Sodomites. MeJchifedeck the jufi 
&*xg of Solyma 'y afterwards called J erufalem. A fin # 
pro-mi fed to Abram. Punifbment of Ha gar for con- 
tempt of her miftrefs Sarai. Promife of IJhmael. 





Aljo of Ifaac. 
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WHEN. Abram received intelligence of the fiic- «r^-ii; 
cefs of the Aflyrians, he was much afledted 





I ■ • 



by the captivity of his kinfman Lot, and the cala- 
mities entailed upon his neighbours the Sodomites^ 
Revolving thefe adverfe circumftances in his mind, 
he determined on an effort for their deliverance* 
and to that purpofe fpeedily fummoning his fervantag; 
and dependants, purfiied the Aflyrians with fiich f^ r ^^T. 
unwearied ardour, that h,c overtook them on $h&>|r^^i^ 
fifth night near Dan, anarfh of the river Jordan. 



c 



Being furprizcd* and vigoroufly attacked at an up? u 
expected hout, whenfome were rcpofing to r ^ c rijst^|^^^ 
harraffed nature, and others to dillipate the fuirfci^^TsT if 

of intoxication, thev fell an cafv prcv to their -w^u^^i 
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flight. 



Vbrnm c (fee tu ally profecuted the advances he 
1ml g;«liu'd v and purliicd with fucb fury, that on the 
fecund day he drove the enemy into Hoba of Da- 
^ mafrns, -dcuionltrating thereby, that genuine cou- 
rage is more comlufive to victory than numbers, as 
with about three hundred and eighteen of Ins haul'- 
. hold, and the aid of three leading friends, he total- 
ly defeated lb formidable an army, that the few 
who efcaped flaughter retired to their own country 
' branded with eternal difgrace. 

Having accomplifhed the ends of his undertaking 
in thereicue of hiskinfman, and the captive Sodo- 
mites, from the thralcfom of .the Aflyrians, Abram 
fet forth on his return, and was met on his way at a 
Mdchuc- place called the King's Field, or Valley Royal, by 
nins Abwm^ 16 king °^ Sodom, and Mel chize deck, king of,So- 
Mcicw J- m lyma, fince called Jerufalem; Melchizedeck figni- 
deck's exua£ es . j u fl or righteous, a name more, pertinently ap- 

charaScr. plicable to this monarch, who was not only chdfe; to 

rule the civil affairs by the unanimous fuffrages of 
the people, but for his infienible.integrity appointed 
to the facred office of prieft unto the moft High*. 
This exalted perfonage liberally entertained Abram 
and. his followers, fupplied them. with every thing 
neceflary for their comfort and fiipport, applauded 
tkeprowefs of the Patriarch, and glorified God for 
the important victory he had obtained. Abram in 
return prefentedMelchizedeck with the teliths'of the 
fp oils he had taken from the Aflyrians. The^king 
of Sodom entreated Abram to retain the booty, re- 
quiring only the reftitution of his r.efcuedfubjecls. 
But Abram refufed thefe terms alledging that he 
would not avail himfelf of the advantages he had 
obtained, his utmoft defire being only to retain fuch 
a (hare of the fpoils as might requite the fervicesof 
his houfliold, and his three faithful friends, Efcol, 
Ennerus, andMambre, who had bravely fupp or ted 
him in the heat of the a&ion. The Almighty pleafed 
with the magnanimous conduct of Abram, declared 
that it fhould be bountifully rewarded. . He fighified 
with all humility, that a recompense would profit 
him little, fince it could be but temporary, having 
no heir toinheritafterhim. Upon this his benevolent 
Creator promifed to blefs him with a fon and an ofF- 
fpring numerous as the ftarsin the firmament. This 
ln aflurance occasioned him to offer a facrifice con- 
formable to the Divine command. It confifted of an 
heifer, a goat, a ram, a turtle, arid a pigeon, each 
three years old. The birds were to be offered intire, 
but the quadrupeds were to be cut afunder, accord- 
ing to.Divine direftion. During the preparation of 
the altar, as the birds hovered around, attracted 
by the fleam of the blood of the beafts, a voice from 
heaven was heard to prediA, that the pofterity of 
Abram fhould fuffer bondage in Egypt for the fpace 
or \oo years at the expiration of which they fhould 
vanquilh their oppreflbrs, expel the Canaanites,and 
takepofleffionof their country. 

Abram then refided at the oak called Ogyges, in 
the land of Canaan, near the city of Hebron, and 
beingmuch affli&ed by the barrennefs of his wife, 
oftei*ed up inceflant prayers to God, that he would 
vouchfafe him a fon. The Almighty encouraged 
him to' hope for a fulfilment of the promife made 
not only refpe&ing a fon, but all the bleflings mei£ 
tibned when he received the Divine command to 
leave Mefopotamia. At this time Sarai, through a 
providential intimation, caufed Hagar an Egyptian, 
one of her handmaids, to have intercourfe with her 
hufbaud, in order that by thofe means he might 
have iflue. Hagar becoming pregnant behaved 
with arrogance and treated her millrefs withfuper- 
cilious contempt, prefuming that her iflue would 
fucceed to the pofleifion of the father's domains. 
But Abram, as a check to her infolence, delivered 
hex: up for condign punifhment to his wife Dread- 
ing the vengeance of her incenfed miftrefs, the 
handmaid determined onflight, recommending her- 
felf to the care of a protecting Providence. 

Aslhe wandered through a dreary defart, flic w 
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ITagar, 

Ab ram's 
Egyptian 
handmaid 
is expelled 

again* "t thc acco " ct ^ ^7 an angcl,who commanded ber to return 
angers per-home, alfuring her, that if Ihe deported herfelf with 

lij.Vioa, , ' — . — 

• (a) About this lime GoJ nuJc a coven -mi with Al'am, in which 
he ck-iuged his nime to Abraham, auJ t»u: wife 'S*ym 10 Sar ib, 
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incoming humility, Ihe fhould he treated with in- 
dulgence, and reminding he**, that through pride ' 
and iii/blence Hie had brought upon hcrfvlf the prc- 
fcut calami tier,. To enforce the injunction, the hea- 
venly mcflcngcr added, that on failure of compli- 
ance immediate death would he her punifhment ; 
lmt on the other hand if fhc obeyed and returned, 
fhc /ho aid hear a fon who in procefs of time fhould 
become ruler of. the whole country wherein fhc 
dwell. Hagar with profoundeft reverence obeyed 
the Divine command, and on her return, and humi- 
liation at the feet of her offended miftrefs, not only 
obtained her pardon, but the accomplifhmcnt of the 
promife made by the angel ; for foon after /he bore 
a fon^ who was named Ilhmael, fignifying Mcard of 
the Lord , becaufe God had vouchsafed to hear the 
prayer of the mother. 

At the birth of Ifjimael- Abram was eighty-fix 
years old, and in his ninety-ninth year, the Almighty 
vifitedhim, affured him that he fhould have a fon by 
his wife Sarai, commanded him to call him /faac y 
declaring at the fame time, that from him fliould de- 
ft end p o wer ful nations and m i ghty ki n gs, wh o f h o aid 
extend their conquefts throughout the whole coun- 
try ofCanaan, from Sidon, even unto Egypt. Abram 
was alfo enjoined to. circumcife every male of his 
houfliold on the eighth day after the birth, that his 
pofterity might not intermarry with other nations. 
The good father anxious for the fate of Ifhmael,huni- 
bly enquired 'of the Lord, if he fliould be permitted 
to live ? He received the Divine promife, that he 
fliould not only. live,, but flourifli, and become the 
founder of many great and powerful nations . Abram 
then offered moft. grateful acknowledgements to his 
benevolent Creator, , and in compliance with his in- on th u 
iu<ftion, was himfelf circumcifed, together with his 
fon Ilhmael, and all the males. of his family. thcHcbttt 
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THE extenfive power and immenfe opulence of Gcn #3tE 
the inhabitants of Sodom produced an univer- j> ' 
fal profligacy of manners, infomnch, that they be- 
came devoted to a&s of the moft flagrant impiety to- the sod 
wards God, and the commiffion of the molt horrid mitCs * 
and atrocious crimes towards one another. The Al- 
mighty, juftiy proyoked with their enormities, de- 
nounced his Divine vengeance, not only againftthe 
people but the country, determining the demoli- 
tion of their city, and total defolation of the fur- 
rounding plain. 

When this awful fentence waspafTed,three angels Gcn<: ' 
appeared to Abraham (a) ashewas fitting under the Abrah 
oak of Mamre at the entrance of his tent .Apprehend- three; ' 
ing them to be travellers, he arofe, faluted, and in- S cU 
treated them to accept an hofpi table entertainment. 
His invitation being received, he commanded his fer- 
vants to make the neceflary preparations for their 
rejjaft, and fome bread of the fineft flour, together 
with a dreffed calf, being produced accordingly, to 
all appearance they feemed to eat. Enquiring after 
Sarah his wife, he told them fhe was within the tent, 
to which as if rifing, they replied, that before their 
re turn , fh e would b e a mo the r . S a rah b c i n g c al l c d 
in and informed of the declaration, indicated her 
diflidence by a fmile, being now in her ninetieth and 
her hufbaud in his hundred) year. This produced 
difcovcry ; theguefts acknowledged themfelves the 
an gels, of God, opened their divine ccmmilficns, and 
aflured him that they were lent, one as the meiTenger 
of the birth of the fon, and the others to effect jfthe 
deftruclion of Sodom. 

On hearing the fatal fentence, Abraham was great- 
ly alarmed, and earncftly implored the Almighty 
not to involve the juft and impious in one common 
deftruclion. But upon the declaration of God, that 
there was not even one iuft man in the v* hole conn- 
7 try of Sodom, and that if there had been but ten in- 



indicating iliac ihcy fhould Ue the f.irhrr ^ad mtilu r o! m^ny^trioT^ 
Gcn. xvii, 4 j 5. 
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noeent perfons amongft them, he would have re- 
mitted the general fentence, Abraham deiiltedfrom 



cmn 



his intcrcefiion. 



protection. He then, with the council of his friends, 
difmifTed Abraham, avering in the moil (acred man- 
The two angels entered Sodom, and were invited If ner, that his wife was and fhould ftill remain hir 

violate, having been under the immediate protection 
of Almighty power. In confirmation of what he de- 
clared as truth, he called God and the woman's con- 
fcience to witnefs ; adding, that had he known fhe 



by Lotto partake of entertainment in his houfe, for 
Lot imitated the hofpitable example of Abraliam. 
Gen. si?. Some of the moll abandoned of the Sodomites ob- 
« — fervms the graceful a»peai*ance of thefe ftrangers, 
ct* lot. began to ofter outrage to their perlons. Lot uted 

every argument to difluade them from fo flagrant a 
violation of the laws of decency audhofpitality, and 
even offered to facrifice the chaltity of his two daugh- 
ters, to prevent the commifiion of a crime moft de- 
teftable of all others in the eyes both of God and 
man. 

But all his endeavors proving ineffectual, the Al- 
mighty was fo incenfed at their molt audacious pro- 
TheSoJo- fligacy, that he ftruck them with inftant blindnefs, 
Suck with which pre vented their finding the entrance into Lot's 
biindaefs hottfe^ while he fentenced the inhabitants to a gene- 
ral perdition. Previous to the execution of the aw- 
ful fentence, Lot was warned by God to depart the 
city, together with his wife, his two daughters, who 
were yet unmarried, and the two youths, to whom 
they were contracted ; but the latter contemned the 
gracious intimation, and profanely ridiculed the 
impending devaftationi 

The Divine vengeance now burft forth in all its 
JfolSrwI horrors ; the Almighty darted devouring flames on 
Join, and the city, which fpread defolation in every quarter, 
on^inha- and rapidly involved the inhabitants, and furround- 
biwn:s. \ n g confines, in one general and irreparable de- 

ftr action. 

Lot's wife allured by a fatal curiofity to behold the 
r , ... deftruCtion of the city, on their retreat looked back, 

Lot s tviic J 

:unein:o contrary to the exprefs command of the Almighty, 
y niior of an( j^ f or j ier difobedience, was mmediately trani- 

formed into a pillar, or flatuc of fait, {a) which as 
I have been occular witnefs, remains unto this day. 

After this dire cataftrophe,Lot and his daughters 
took up their refidence on a little fpot which the 
flames had fpared, called Zoar, which in the He- 
brew, iignifics fmalL But in this place, deftitute of 
inhabitants, and almoft barren of provifions, they 
nceft of differed much both in body and in mind. Thus fo- 
SI'nf^Ktarily fituated, the daughters of Lot, imagining 
iiftakcn that the male part or the human race was totally 
pinion. extinCl, concerted the means of having private in- 

tercourfe with their father. 

The tfTue of this contrivance was, each of them 
brought forth a fon : that born of the elder was call- 
ed Moab,fignifyingfl/a»y/0*/J*r ; that of the young- 
er was named Amman, which implies the [on of my race 
or kin. The firfi of thefe was the founder of the 
Moabites, who at this day are a powerful nation,and 
the latter of the Ammonites, both of which inhabit 
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Tranfattions between Abraham and Abimelech. Birth 
of Ifaac. Variation in religious ceremonies between the 
Jews and t&e Arabians. Banifhment of IJhmael and 
Ha gar. Hagar accofled and warned by an angel. 
Progeny of IfljmaeL 

ABRAHAM now removed to Gerar in the country 
of Paleftine, whither his wife Sarah accompanied 
him in quality of his filter ; for he entertained the 
fame apprehenfions of Abimelech,king of that coun- 
try, as he had done of Pharoah, king of Egypt. Nor 
were his fufpicions groundlcfs, for this monarch con- 
ceiving a paflion for Sarah would have injured him 
in the tendereft point, had he not been providential- 
ly afflicted hy a dreadful difeafe, and warned in a 
dream from violating the laws of hofpitality in of- 
fering outrage to the woman, who accompanied the 



Arrange r, as fhe was not his filter but his lawful wife. 
Upon his recovery, he relate&to his friends the par- 
ticulars of his dream, acknowledging that he had 
been vifited with ficknefs, for the prefervation of the 
haftity of the Granger's wife, and fending for A- 
braham,gave him every encouraging afTurance with 

(*/) The pillar of fait w;is» wc find here, {binding in the days of To. 
frphiw, and he had ften it. That itJfras (landing then is alfn atteflcd by 
Clement of Rome, cotcmporary witff Jofephus ; as alfo that it was fo in 
live next century is attcfted by Jrcnxas. 



was his wife, he would nothave indulged an unwar- 
rantable defire . He further begged Abraham to par- 
don the injury offered him, and intercede with God 
in his favour, promiling him ample prpvifion, if he 
continued in the country, and if he chofe to depart, 
every thing neccflary for his journey. , * ... 

• Abraham exculpated himfelf from the deception 
in calling his wife a fitter, by adverting to their affi- 
nity, as fhe was the daughter of his brother ; and ob- 

farther, that without having recourfe tofucK 
means, he could notprofecute his travels with fafe- 
ty . He avo wedhis concern for the difeafe with which; 
the king had been afflidted, and accepted his offer 
of continuing in his dominions. 

Abimelech then afligned over to Abraham , an ex- 
tenfive track of land, and a proportionate film of 
money to ftock it, entering at the fame time with 
him into a mutual covenant of friendfhip and 
amity, which was ratified at a certain well called 
Berfebe, or the well or pit of fwearing a covenant ; and 
it bears that name in the language of the inhabitants 
to this day. t 

Soon after thefe tranfa&ions, Abraham had a fon Gen.xi 
by his wife Sarah, according to the Divine promife, \fa C % 
arid called his name Ifaac, figiiifying in Hebrew, 
laughter , alluding to his mother's fmile of diffidence, "Jon < 

affured her fhe fhould bear a fon, fhe knghte 

joy 



being then in her ninetieth, and her hufband in his igedpa- 
hundredth year. On the (b) eighth day after his 
birth the boy was circumcifed, at which time the 



rents. 
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The Arabians however do not perform it till the 




circuraci- 



at thir-gp 




ear, becaufe Ifhmael, Abraham J 

the concubme, arid friend of that people, did not un- ^mpie ^ 
dergo the operation till he arrivedat that age: Sarah J*hmaci 
had been as affectionately attached to Ifhmael ** Cit 
fon of her handmaid Hagar, as if he had beer 
own, and even regarded nim as prefumptive he 
the family ; but when Ifaac was born, fhe thoui 
feparation expedient, left Ifhmael the elder might, teen years 
on the deceafe of his father, ufixrp authority, and lay the S je bat 
claim to the fucceflion* She therefore propofed to on the 
Abraham the immediate difmiffion of Ifhmael andhis 6 ^ 11 *^ 
mother to fo me other place, Abraham at firftreje&ed 
the propofal, as unnatural and inhuman ; but at 
length, prevailed on by tokens of the Divine appro- 
bation, he acquiefced, committed the child to the 
care of his mother, and having given her a portion 
of bread, and a pitcher of water, difmiffed them to 
purfue that courfe to which their neceffity might 
direft them. When their provifion of bread and 
water was exhaufted, and the child was almoft fpent 
with fatigue and famine, fhe laid him down under an 
oak, and retired to a little diftance, that fhe might 
not be fhocked by his expiring groans. Ruminating 
on her miferies, fhe was addrefledby a meflage from vifitfi^ 
on high, who pointed out to her a neighbouring »aeiand 
fpring, and charged her to attend feduloufly to the fo*2£ her 
nurture of her child, as her ultimate happinefs»de- d ,! ftrefs ** 

lit. r ^ they are 

pended on his prefervation. providenci. % 




whofe bounty all her wants were moft amply fup- 
plied. 

When Ifhmael attained to years of maturity, he 
took to wife an Egyptian woman, by whom he had 
twelve fons ; Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Idumas, 
MafTam, Memas, Mafmes, Chedam, Theman, Je- 
tur, Naphefus, and Cadmas, whofe pofterity fpread 
themfelves over the whole country called Nabathea, 
which extends from the Red Sea to the river Eu- 
phrates. From thefe are defcended the Arabians and 
their fevertil tribes, fo celebrated for their valour, 
and the dignity of Abraham their progenitor. 



ly direc- ' 



t 




(b) This circumcifum is nor after, but on the eighth day, as ir is clfe- 
where exprcflcii by Jofephus ; the like conftruction to which, we mecc 
with in the New Tcihment, particularly in the EvangeliAs. 

B a 
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C H A P. XIII. 

'Abraham enjoined by the Divine command to make a fa- 
crifice of his fin Ifaacx His obedience. Addrefs to his 
fan previous to the intended oblation. Ifaac*s acquh 

' efecuce. The Almighty interpofes^ inter ditts the facri- 
fice of the youth\ fignifies his approbation of his obedi- 

■ encC} and prefents Abraham with a ram for the fieri* , 
fee as a fubjlitnte for Ifaac. 

\ BR.AHAM was mod affectionately attached to 
jTjl Ifaac as his only legitimate fon, the child of his 
a&e, and the peculiar gift of God, according to his 
Divine promife. 

* On the other hand; Ifaac, by his filial diity arid 
Obedience, his fervent piety an d uniform practice of 
virtue, enhanced, if poffible, theafFeiftion of his pa- 
rents ; infomuch that Abraham's earthly delight cen- 
tering in his (on, hi.sfafety arid happinefs became the 
chief obje&s of his concern, and he waited withre- 
fignation his clifniidion from a fcene of trail ficnt ex- 
igence; provided hispofleffions in general might de- 
volve to hhnj a deiire which, through the favour 
of the Almighty; he Happily effected. 

It now feemcd meet to the wife Difpofer of all 
events to put this pious man's faith to the fevereft 
teffc. Kc therefore appeared to him in an extraor- 
dinary manner, aiid having rcriiinded him of the 
various benefits he had conferred upon him, and the 
lingular felicity he now enjoyed, under his peculiar 
l-./j^V;^.! fanctiou and favour, propofed to him the facrifice 
requires G f his fon Ifaac, as an oblation, in token of his gra- 
titude and obedience to the God of all his mercies j 
commanding hrm at the fame time to conduct him 
to the mountain of Mori ah, and there make of him 
a Burnt Offering on an altar to be erected for that 
fpecial purpofe. 

Abraham, duly imprefled with duty towards the 
Father of all Mercies, and firmly perfuaded that his 
the faith Divine command was not to be difpenfed with, or 

■ * t* -X 9 

enceof even delayed on any human pretence, determined ori 
Abraham, immediate fubmiflion. Without communicating 

God's injunction, or his owhrefolution,tohis wife and. 
houihold, left they fhould divert him from his duty, 
he took his fon Ifaac, with two fcryants, and load- 

tratus for the fa- 



Ifxicfrom 
Abraham. 



Herein 
were rar.r.t- 

fcftedbotll 



carried with them every thingiieceflaryfor thefacri- 



ing an afs with the neceflary app 
crifice, departed for the mountain. Defcrying the 
deftined fpot on the third day, he left the fervants in 
the valley, and, attended only by his fon, afcerided 

riah istVt-" mountain, upon which King David appointed 
mous now the Temple to be afterwards built (a) . They alio 

for the Ci- r * ' - - J - 

crincc oi" 

ifaac, wit fice, the vidtim only excepted- Ifaac, who was then 
wwd for' five and twenty years old, having himfelf eredted 

^fVoi^ 10 anc ^ P re P are£ l t ^ le altar, but obferving no victim, 

intimated his furprife to his father, and enquired of 
him as to the manner in which they fhould proceed 
to the facrifice. Abraham, in the fulnefs of his 
heart, replied to the innocent youth, that God, the 
omnipotent Jehovah, would provide a victim if he 
approved the oblation. 

At length, when every necefTary preparation was 
made*, he addrefled his fon in words to the following 

Abra^m-s import : " Child of my doatingage, of my fervent 

-dJrejfcto " P ra y ers 5 * have nurtured thee with the fondeft 
his fln. t0 u affedtion, and mo ft unremitting attention ; all my 

" delight centered in the expeAationof leavingthee 
cc fucceffor to my poffeffions, when I fhould be ar- 
" refted to pay the debt of nature ; but fince it 
" ]>leafcth the Sovereign of the Univerfe, that the 
" father to whom thou wcrt given in mercy, fhould 
" now be the instrument of thy reftitution to his Di- 
vine will, let filent fubmiffion teftify acquiefcent 
obedience, and devoutly confecrate thyfclf to that 
" God who demands thee as a victim. This weare 
Ci enjoined as a token of grateful obedience for nu- 
u merous benefits conferred. Since therefore as a 
defcemiaut of Adam mortality is thy inevitable 
doom reflect that thy difmiifion from this life is 
<c not in the ordinary way of ficknefs, 6r any com. 
64 mon calamity, but through the immediate inftru_ 

Here is a plain error in r he copies which fay, that Kin/* D.tvid 
affrwarris built the temple on ihh mount Mori a!*, wivlr it w&i certain! v 
SoSmnou/tllat Lrcil t that it sr. pic. Bui if the wcnl altar ia fubllituicd lor 



cc 



cc 
cc 



cc 



<c mentality of thine own father as a vi&hn to the 
u divine command ; and let this consideration dif- 
" pofe thee to give up thy fpirit at. the altar with fer- 
" vent flipplication and pious rciig nation, that thou 
CQ may eft he tranflated to the realms of blifs, and he 
rendered fupremely happy in the Fountain of the 
61 Divine Pretence. By thefe means thy remem- 
brance will confole me to my latcft days, when I 
refledt that though I have loft the aid and com- 
fort of a fdh, I fhall ever be guarded by the ftiieltl 
of Omnipotence. 

" Ifaac, animated by the fame fenfe of duty as his 
pious father, liftened to his addrefs with fixed atten- 
tion and glowing ardour, eagerly replying, that 

he fhould deem himfelf unworthy of birth, if he iCaac'tU 
fhould hefitate to obey the command of God, "ffg* 
or murmur at the requisition of his father ; nay, dy«opS! 
" that he would without rehuftance, have fubmit'ted cencc 
" to the facrifice even at the command of his father 
" alone; from the immutable regard he had ever en- 
tc tertained for filial duty and obedience. " Having 



cc 
cc 

cc 

it 



cc 
cc 
cc 



thus faid, he approached the altar with alacrity, and 
placed himfelf thereon in a proper pbfition : the fa- 
ther's arm was uplifted, and prepared for the decifive 
flroke, when, at the critical moment, that very voice 
from above that had given the command founded 
the prohibition, and arretted the biow. The merci- ^yiS 
ful Parent of the univerfe waspleafed to declare, that ani'ia* 



his command arofe not from a delight he took in anc pro- 
human Sacrifices, or depriving him of a fon whom he Ir * ifcs ' 
had beftowed on him as a peculiar favour, but a de- 
fire of putting his faith and obedience to the fevereft 
teft ; that as he had given fuch lingular proofs of his 
piety, his family fhoiildbe the particular objects of 
his paternal regard ; that his fon fhould live to a 
good old age, leave his dominions to his pofteritv,- 
who fhould increafe the fame, and pofiefs domains to 
a vaft extent. It was added, that they fhould expel 
the inhabitants of Canaan by force of arms, inhabit 
the land themfelves, and become the wonder and ; 
envy of (urrounding nations. J 

When the Divine voice ceafed, a ram fiiddenly cfcTdk 
appeared, and prefentingitfelf as a vicftim, Abraham j 1 ^ 0 ?^ 
and his fon mutually embraced, as a token of joy of ham, 
fo fignal a deliverance, and the promife of flich in- 
eftimable blcffihgs, proceeded to the oblation with a numeral 
moft fervent devotion, and then returned to their P JO fi c °7'i 
houfe with all the complacency of an applauding 
confeience, and an approving God, to reap the be- 
nefits ariling from their piety and obedience. 

C H A P. XIV. 

* 

Death of Sarah ; , Abraham's wife. Her feptthhral mo- 
nument at Hebron. 

« 

SOON after this important event Sarah died, hav- 
ing attained to the age of itj years, and was in- 
terred at Hebron. The inhabitants of Canaan freely 
offered him a burial-place for his wife, but he de- 
clined acceptance, and purchafed a fpot of ground 
of a private perfon for four hundred fhekels of filver, 
where the fepulchral monuments of himfelf and pof- 
terity ftill remain. 

CHAP. XV. 

Origin of the Troglodytes. Abraham deputes a ?ucffcn- 
ger to demand Rebecca in marriage for his fon Ifaac. 
Manner of (wearing amongfl the Jews. Conference 
between the meffenger and relatives of the virgin. 
Confummation of the marriage. 



A 



BRAHAM, on the demife of Sarah, took to 
wife a woman called Chetura, by whom he had 
fix children, endowed with equal powers of body and 
mind. Their names^were Zambran, Jazar, Madan, 
Madian, Jofabac,and Sous. The latter had twofons, 
Sabathan and Dadan, to whom were born Latufim, 
Affair, and Luom. The fons of Madian were E- 
phas, Ophren, Anoch, Ebidas, and Eldas. All thefe 
and their fuccelTors, at the direction of Abraham, 

rhat of temple, the error will be reft i fieri ; far h certainly was Daviri, 
ant! not Solomon, who cir&fil the firft Altar tr.tre, siccordiii^ ti* these- 
count given by Mofts the Jewifli lcgi(!r.ror. 
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Hercules. 



foande d colonies in the country of the Troglodytes, 
and that part of Arabia Felix which is hounded by 
the Red Sea. Tradition reports thatOphir entered 
Lvbiaat the head of an army, took potieflion of it, 
and that his fucceflbrs, taking up their reiidence in 
it, called it in procefs of time by the name of Africa; 
This report is,* in fo'me mcafure, confirmed by Alex- 
ander Polyphiftor, who alludes to anhirtory of the 
Jcws,written in the ftyle and manner of Mofes jby the 
Prophet Cleodemus, or Malchus. ' This writer re- 
lates, " that Abraham had feveral children by Chetu- 
4t ra, of whomhe names three, Ophir, Stfrim , and Ja- 
" pher. The Syrians derive their appellation from 
" Surimas do the city of Aphra and the country of 
" Africa, from the two others* He adds, that they 
u fought under the command of Hercules^ in his 
" expedition in Lybia againft Antasus ; and that 
" Hercules, taking to wife the daughter of Apher, 
" fhe bore him a fon called Debor, or Deden, who 
" was father of Sopho, founder of a barbarous race; 
" known by the appellation of Sophaces." 

Ifaac having now almoft attained to the age of 
forty years,his father became anxious tq provide him 
a wife, and therefore deputed atrufty fervant as mef- 
torifurx °fenger to demand in marriage Rebecca the daughter 

*eutiiP °* r Bethuel, his brother Nachor's fon. Having pre- 
ycaxso . y j ou |jy bound him to a faithful difcharge of his 

commiffion by an oath, (which ceremony was per- 
formed by the fervant's putting Ills hand under his 
matter's thigh) Abraham difmilfed him with valuable 
prefents todifpenfe athis difcretionupon his arrival. 
After a tedious and fatiguing journey throughMe- 
fopotamia, where the traveller is impeded in the win- 
ter by deep bogs, and by a fcarcity of water in the 
fummer, as well as conftantly expofed to the depre- 
dations of robbers heatlength arrived at the city of 
Charan, and in the fubiirbs met feveral young maid- 
ens going to a well to draiv waters This induced him ' 
to offer up an ejaculation to God,that if the intended 
alliance had his fan&ion, Rebecca, whom his mafter 



.Abraham 
fceks a \vi 



i; 



deigri him reception, he would make therii ample 
recompence alfo for his entertainment; 

Rebecca returned for anfwer, that his opinion of 
the humanity of her relations was well founded; but 
not hisfufpicion of their liberality, alluring him that 
if admitted he would be entertained without ex->" 
pence; and then entreated permiflion to acquaint her • 
itncle with the circumftance $ previous to his intr07 
duction. Laban being thus apprized of the arrival 
of a ftranger, received him w ith the frankeft hofpi- 
tality, giving orders to his fervants to take care of 
his camels, w;hilche was entertained athis own ta- 
ble; Supper being removed,- the meffenger thus 
addrefled the mother and uncle of Rebecca i u I am Fieazar.thi 
" deputed on efpecialembafly from Abraham the fon oplTInd 
" of Thares: forNachor (addreffing himfelf to the gJjJJJJ 
c< woman) the grandfather of your children jwas bro- nimon!" 

thertb Abraham by the fame father and mother; 
<; I am authorized by hini to afk your daughter in 
" marriage to his legitimate fon and heir; whom he 
u hath refufed to the moft powerful and opulent of 
his country, preferring an alliance with thofe of 
" his own kindred. Fruftrate not, therefore, his well 
" founded intentions, efpecially as the Divine in* 
" terpofition appears fo evidently to have formed 
the delign, in directing me fir ft to the maiden,and 
6C then to ybiir habitation ; for when I entered the 
cc city,* and perceived many virgins approaching the 
<c well, I offered up a fervent prayer that I might 
" find the maiden of whom I was in queft, which t he 
" Almighty waspleafed to grant; Ratify therefore,- 
" by your authority^ an union riianifeftly approved 
<c from on high and render my mafter happy in ac- 
ceding to the purport of my commiffion j by the 
" voluntary refignation Of your daughter to the 
" poffeffion of his beloved fon;" The match appear- 
ing, on the fhorteft reflexion,- fo conducive to the 
welfare of the virgin, the honor and dignity of the 
family as well as conformable to the will of God, he obraitu 
obtained the conferit of the parties concerned i Re«- the con- 



had fent him to demand in marriage for his fon, j| becca was therfore confignedto the care of the ? trafr p^e/. thc 



Rebecca's 

hnraanity 

And affabi- 
lity. 



might come forth among the reft* and that the token 
by which he fhould diftinguifh her might be the im- 
mediate compliance with his requeft of fome water 
to appeafehisthirft, after a general denial from the 
reft. Poffeffed with this idea, he approached the well, 
and applying individually to each to give him to 
drink, was refufed on different pretences by them all, 
one excepted, who reproaching- her companions 
with their unc our t eons behaviour to a ftranger, as 
well as want of deference to the male character, with 
the grcateft humanity prcferited him her pitcher. 

This propitious event encouraged the meffenger 
to pave the waj' for the introduction of his commif- 
fion : therefore after commending her humanity and 
generoiity, in relieving a diftrefled traveller even 
at the expence of her own labour, he proceeded to 
enquire concerningher parents, whomhe pronoun- 
ced happy in fuch a daughter, adding an earneft 
prayer to the Almighty that fhe might be blefTed 
with a pious and affectionate hufband, and become 
the mother of a numerous and virtuous offspring. 

Thc innocent maid, without referve, ingenioufly 
replied, " My name is Rebecca : Bethuel, my father 
<c is long deceafed ; fo that the concerns of Our fa- 
u mily are under the dire&ion of my mother and my 
" uncle Laban, who are the guardians of my youth- 
" ful age." 

. Inferring from what had pafTed, that the negocia- 
tion was favoured by the interpofition of Provi- 
dence, he prefented the maid with feveral female 
ornaments, requefting her acceptance as a recom- 
pence for her lingular courtefyonthc moft prefling 
occafion, and adding an earneft intreaty that he 
might be vouchfafed an afylumin her uncle's houfe, 
as night coming on he could not profecute his jour- 
ney without danger of fuftaining the lofs of jewels 
of immenfe value, which could not be in any place 
with fuch afTurance of fecurity as at the houfe of thofe 
whofe benevolence and humanity he conceived fo 
firm an opinion of, from the open and ingenious be- 
haviour of their beauteous relative ; and concluded 
with declaring, that if her uncle and mother would 



ty meflenger, by whom fhe was conducted to Ifaac, Rebecca is 
now become lord of his father's poffeflions ; as all to^ifw* 
the fonsof Abraham by Chetura had departed, and jgdthey 
fixed their refidence in remote countries; ^lbcr. ia " 




CHAP. XVI* 

Death and Burtal of Abrahdtm 

BRAHAM^ foon aftef the confummation of the 
marriage between his darling fon Ifaac and the 
beauteous Rebecca, which he had fo devoutly wifhed 
paid the debt of nature in the hundred and feventy- 
nfth year of his age; His piety and virtue were fo 
eminently confpicuous throughout the tranfadtions 
of his whole life, that he was not only finguiarly fa- 
vored by his God but revered by his cotemporaries 
as an ornament to human nature, and a character 
worthy of univerfal imitation. He was buried at 
Hebron,*iear his wife Sarah ; the funeral rites being 
performed by his fons Ilhmael and Ifaac * 

CHAP. XVII, 



v 





irths of&fau and Jacobs Famine in the land of Canaan. 
Ifaac intends to return into Egypt. Diverted from his 
defign* Repairs into Gaza. Abitnelech treats him 
with Aojpitality, afterwards renews the treaty of friend* 
flip. Efau fupplanted by Jacob in his father' s blejjing 9 
at the inflance of his mother. 

OON after Ifaac had performed his laft office of 
duty to his deceafed parent, his wife Rebecca be- 
came pregnant, and being of moft extraordinary 
bulk, her hufband, as the time of her delivery ap- 
proached, was extremely anxious for her fafety,and 
eqtiired of the Lord the caufe of fo fingular an ap- 
pearance. He was informed that his wife Ihoula 
bear twins (a) who fhould give names to twp feveral 
nations, and that in procefs of time, he -who at firft 
feemed tobethe lefs fignificant fhould become the 
moft important- At length, according to thel)ivhi$ 




( a) Thc births of Efau and Jacob arc, hy Jofephus, faid to be 
after Abraham's death ; „ but it fhonld have been cxprclfcd as after 
Sarah 'a death. The order of the narrative of Gcnclis, not always 



exactly according to thc order of'time, fcems to have Ud Jofcnhus 
into thc :ni(hke, 
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intimatibn, Rebecca was delivered of twins, the ci- 
der of whom was covered with hair from head to feet 
and the younger came into the world holding his 
brother by the heel. The former called Efau (and 
by fome Sier, from the hairinefs of his body,) was the 
favourite of his father ; but the latter, whofe name 
was Jacob,, en grofled the affe<5tion of his mother. 

A dreadful, famine racing at this time in Canaan, 
Ifaac was inclined to retire into Egypt ; but being di- 
verted from his purpofe, at the Divine command, he 
The prince repaired to Gerar. King; Abimelech at lirft gave 
Envicsifaachim a kind reception, according to the league ot 

friendfliip and amity which had fiibfifted between 
that monarch and his father Abraham. Butfoonper- 
ceiving the peculiar interpofition of Divine Provi- 
dence in favour of Ifaac in all his concerns, his en- 
vy and jealoufy were excited to fiich a degree, that 
he expelled him from his environs. Ifaac withdrew 
to a place called Pharan, or the valley not far diftant 
from Gerar J where his fervants, on attempting to 
dig, in order to difcover a fpring of water, were op- 
poled by fome of the king's ftiepherds ; and as Ifaac 
determined not to contend with them, they imagin- 
ed they had carried their point. Removing to a more 
diftant place, Ifaac's fervants renewed the attempt, 



Efao, 



kid, and prepare a repaft for his father. Jacob, ob- I*j°^>r 
fequious to his mother, obeyed her command ; and of hit 
having prepared every thine; according- to her direc- ' he J d l" I 
tion, fpread the ikin or the kid over ins neck and ifaac and 
hands, that by thofe means he might elude the fuf- 
picion of his parent, aged and blind, and confirm 
him in the affurance of his being his brother Efau, as 
he refembled him in every other particular inftancc. 
In this difguife, therefore, left he fliould be fur- 
prifed before Ifaac had finiflied his prayer, and 
through a detection of the imposition, incur a curie 
inftead of procuring a bleffing, he haftcued topre- 
fent what he had prepared to his fire. But the old 
man perceiving that his voice differed from that of 
his brother, defired his fon to approach him.. Jacob 
then putting forth his arms covered with the kid's 
lkin, Ifaac exclaimed, 44 Though thy voice be like 
44 unto Jacob, yet by the hairinefs of thy arms thou 
. 44 feemeft unto me to be Efau." Then without the 
leaft fiifpicion of deceit, as foon as he had eaten what 
was prepared, he thus invoked the God-of heaven 
and earth. 44 Eternal, and fupreme, and nnivcrfal „ o w blind 
44 Creator, who to my father halt been pleafed to pray* to . 
44 promife, and on me to confer, many and impor- ^atfon \ 
44 tantble (Tings with aflurance of continuing them whom he r 

~ - - - thoughtw 

an* 



• 



and were annoy ed in the fame manner as before ; but 4C to my pofterity, let thy mercies be ftill extended 3 



his prudence again inducing him to avoid extremi- 
ties, he at length obtained permiffion from, the king 
to dig* upon which he funk a well and called it 
* Rooboth, fignifying, in Hebrew, large or Jpaciom. 

One of the two former places he named Efcon, and 
the other Siennes ; words implying in the original, 
contention and enmity* 

But the increafing power and riches of Ifaac raifed 
difquieting apprehenfions in the mind of Abimelech, 
which added to refle&ions on the inftances of his 
breach of friendfliip in the late circumftance of dig- 
ing for the well, excited his fear left Ifaac fhould em- 
brace the firft opportunity of revenging the injuries 
he had done him. He had therefore recourfe to dif- 
fimulation, and taking with him Picol, one of his 
principal officers, as arbiter, repaired to the place of 
Renewsthe Ifaac's refidence,and there propofeda renewal of the 
trcacyof ° former league of friendfliip and amity. Ifaac being 
udanit P °^ a m0 ^ courteous difpofition, readily complied. 
** amity * The ratification of the league put an end to all ani- 

mofity ; and Abimelech, having accompliftied his 
purpofe, returned home with perfeft fatisfaftion. 

Efau, Ifaac's favourite fon, having obtained to the 
age of forty years, took tohimfelf two wives Ada, 
the daughter of Elon, and Alibama, the daughter of 
Efebion two of the moft powerful perfons amongft 
the Canaanites. In neither of thefe contracts did 
Efauconfult the will and pleafureof his father, af- 
fured he fhould never obtain his confent, as Ifaac was 
averfe to any alliance with the people of the country. 
The error, however, being irremovable, fuch was 
the good father's candour and moderation, that he 
did not command their expulfion, but only enjoined 
his fon to conceal his marriage. 

When Ifaac was ftriken in years and deprived of 
fight, he called his fon Efau to him, and having la- 
hifdlsr mentedthe infirmities of age and the lofs of his eyes, 
fon Efauon which prevented him from ferving; God with his 

hunting. A - — - 0 ~ - - 
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wonted alacrity, exprefled an earneft delire of 
leaving him his bleffing before his departure, 
this purpofe he ordered his fon to proceed to the 
hunt, and to prepare him a repaft (a) from whatever 
chance might throw in his way ; adding, that upon 
fiich confideration, he would offer up his fervent 
prayer to the Almighty for his future protection and 
favour towards him, as the beft manner he could em- 
ploy the fhort interval between the prefent moment, 
and his entrance on an eternal world. 

Efau immediately fetforth ; but (b) Rebecca over- 
hearing what pafled,and defirous of transferring the 
promifed blefling from Efau to her favourite fon 
Jacob, though in direct oppofition to her hufband's 
mind and will, commanded him inftantly to kill a 



(a) This repaft, or fappcr, to be caught by hunting, was intended 
for a feftival 011 a facrifice ; and Ifaac expected that upon the prayers 
ufual on thofe occafions, his fon would be interefted in the blcflings fnp- 
plicated for him. We find that after having, through deception blclTed 
Jacob, he attempts not 10 retract, confeious that the blefling came not 
from him but from God, aud that an alteration was out of his power. 
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cc towards me, nor let them depart from me in my 
u prefent languid ftate, in which I moft need thy Di- 
" vine fupport. Vouchfafe to preferve this my fon, 
" proteA him from evil, blefs him according to thine 
cc abundant goodnefs, render him formidable to his 
u enemies, and the joy and delight of his family and 
" friends." Thus did the good old Ifaac prefer his 
prayer to the Almighty, as he thought, in behalf of 
his favourite fon Elau ; but he had fcarcely come to 
a conclufion when Efau returned from the hunt, 
which, though the father perceived, as he knew Ids 
intention was fruftrated, he pafled unnoticed • The 
elder brother, thus difappointed, intreated a fimilar 
blefling with the younger ; but his father denied him 
alledging, that he could neither recal nor transfer 
the bleffing given to Jacob ; fo that Efau had only to 
lament the leverity of his fate. Ifaac, moved by his 
tears, in order to confole, afTured him, that he and 
his pofterity fliould excel in, and acquire vaft renown temy w« 
from,perfonal ftrength, a&ivity in hunting, and mar- "ow fbi 
tial exercifes, though he muft ever aft in fubordiua- handng; 
tion to his brother. Jacob, apprehenfive of his bro- Sp^S«2- 
ther'srefentment,forhavmeby ftratagemfupplant- ¥ m °f **■ 

1 1 • • n • . 0 J . ° , E r * , intended 

ed him in lo important a concern as his aged father's bieffingi. 
blefling, was freed from his fears by means of his 
mother, who prevailed on his father to fend him into 
Mefopotamia, to feledla wife from amongft her kin- ^J^oiSSB 
drcd : whilft Efau, confeious of having difpleafed refentmaap 
his father in forming an alliance with the Canaanites Jj^* 00 * 
determined to make fome reparation for his errors 
by marrying Baflamath the daughter of Ifhmael, to 
whom he was in future more affectionately attach- 

•j * 

ed than to either of his other wives. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Jacob fets out for Mefopotamia. Fifions of the ladder. 
He arrives at Haran^ and enters into converfattion 
with Rachael ; is introduced to^ and cordially received. 
Afks Rachael in marriage. Obtains Laban's conjent m 
Deception prattifed by Laban. Jacob's fervitude. 



Marriage with Rachael. 
his fons. Jacob's flight. 
Laban. 



by 

vindication. 



Explication of the names joJ 
Is par fiicd and overtaken 
His accufation againft* Jacob. Jacob's 
Laban's duplicity ^ The parties enter 
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into a covenant of amity. 

JACOB having received orders from his father, Gcnia 
through the perfuafion of his mother Rebecca, to x, &c. 
t out for Mefopotamia, to form an union with the 
daughter of his uncle Laban, proceeded on his jour- 
ney through the country of Canaan. But as the in- 
habitants maintained a moft inveterate averlion to 
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(b) Whether Jacob, or his mother Rebecca, were moft robe cen- 
fured for this im pod tion upon Ifaac in his old age, is^nor eafy to be de- 
termined. However the bleffing being delivered as a prcdielion of fu- 
ture events, and foretelling things to befal the pofterity of Jacob and 
Efau in future ages was certainly providential. K 
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his family, he ufed the utmoft precaution as indif- 
penfibly neceflary for his fecurity ; infomuch, that 
he would not take up even a temporary relidence 
amono'ft them, chufing rather to repofeuponftones, 
as a pillow, under the canopy of heaven. One night 
jacobifes as he flept in this manner, a vifion reprefentcd to his 
Jh "o S cn n imagination aladder fixed on the earth, and reaching 
tic; open j ts f umm i t to heaven. On the fteps defcend- 

ed certain hemes, furpafling in form the ordinary 
t V hc i?ddcr. part of mankind. At the upper extremity appeared 

the Almighty, who calling Jacob by his name, ad- 
drefledhimin words to the following purport. " De- 
" fcendant of a pious father, and a grandfather cmi- 
" nent for his exalted virtues, be not difmayed by 
4< dangers or difficulties that may now prefent them- 
" felves, but be encouraged by the profpeft of my 
<c future favour and protection. I am He who con- 
" dufted Abraham hither, when he was expelled 
Mefopotamia by his kindred ; who crowned thy 
cc father withblerfings, nor fhall they be wanting to 
" thee. Profecute, therefore, thy journey under my 
u immediate direction. The event of thy intended 
" marriage fhall be profperous in a numerous and 
u virtuous offspring, to whom and their defcend- 
<c ants I will give not only the pofleflion of this land, 
" but they fhall increafe the population of the whole 
" earth, throughout every part to which the beams 
of the fun extend their genial influence. Proceed, 
" then, with confidentreliance onmy guidance, and 
" be aflured of my continual afliftance." 

Animated by thefe great and important promifes, 
which the Almighty was pleafed to communicate to 
him in the vifion, Jacob anointed the ftones on which 
he had refted his head, while he received the happy 
tidings, and vowed, if he returned in fafety, to facri- 
fice to God on that very fpot, which he accordingly 
performed, by offeringup a tenth part of all his fub- 
llance. To perpetuate the remembrance of theplace 
lacrifice, 5 where the vifion appeared to him, he called it Bethel, 

the tee % nif y in g> itl tlle HebreW 5 HoU f e °f God * 

Bcth P ei? e Purfuing his journey, Jacob at length arrived at 

Haran ; and meeting in the fuburbs fome ftiepherds 
and feveral young perfons fitting on the bank of 
a fountain, joinea, and requefted them to let him 
drink. A converfation enfuing, he took an oppor- 
tunity of making enquiry concerning one Laban, 
Gen^xxix. and was informed that the fame of Laban had long 
*' c * eftablifhedhis name,which was therefore wellknown 

throughout the country . They added that his daugh- 
ter was expe&ed there, being accuftomed to feed her 
flock with them, and referred him to her for all the 
intelligence he wifhed to obtain. 

Rachael at that inftant appeared, and being made 
acquainted with the Granger's enquiries, indicated 
great complacency, afked him concerning his fa- 
mily and bufinefs, and difcovered the utmoft readi- 
nefs to afford him her beft information and afliftance . 
Charmed by the beauty of her perfon, rather than at- 
tracted by the courtefy of her demeanour, or the 
alliance of kin, Jacob conceived the tendereft pa£- 
Hon for the lovely maid, whom he thus addrefled : 
u If, fair creature, thou art the daughter of Laban, 

ami con- " our f am ^ es were united by the ties both of con- 
nections to " fanguinity and friendfhip long, previous to thine 
R^chaei. u or m y exiftence, Abraham, Arran, and Nachor, 

" being the immediate offspring of Thares. Be- 
44 thuel, thy grandfather, was Nachor's fon ; and 
44 Abraham, and Sarah, the daughter of Arran, 
" were the parents of my father Ifaac. But there 



Jacob dif- 
clofes his 
alliance 



44 is yet a nearer and dearer tie of affinity, for my 
u mother, Rebecca, is thy father Laban's fifter, by 
41 one and the fame father and mother. The objed: 
44 of my journey, therefore, is to renew the ancient 
4C family league. " The recital of thefe particulars 
recalling to her memory many circumftances flie 
had heard from her father in her earlieft years, ref- 
petfling Rebecca, of whom fhe was aflured her pa- 
rents would gladly receive intelligence, moved an 
affeftionate tear ; fo that having faluted the young 
man, fhe informed him, that nothing would more 
conduce to thehappinefsof her father and the whole 
family, than to receive tidings of his fifter, and 



{a) This inheritance, by fome learned commentators, is called king' 
dom, as promifed to Efau the firft-born ; and it feems that Jofephus 
thought It due to bim whom Ifaac fhould blcfs as his firft-born. But if by 
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\ therefore defired him to accompany her home, that 
the good old man mi£ht no longer be deprived of 
fo exquifite a gratification. 

Jacob being introduced by Rachael to her father 
Laban, was acknowledged, and faluted as his rela* 
tion, pafled his time in focial tranquility, and con- 
tributed much to the domeftic felicity of the fa- 
mily. In procefs of time, Laban having exprefled 
the utmoft fatisfa£tion in the fociety of Jacob, dis- 
covered a defire of learning the motive which in- 
duced him to leave his parents in their advanced 




when they required his moft unremitting at- 
tention ; alluring him at the fame time that nothing 
fhould be wanting on his part to promote the defign 
and intention of his journey. Jacob then, frankly Jacob 
difclofed the whole matter, informing him, t c that ^Sndc 
Ifaac had twin fons, Efau and himfelf ; that as, byi-abanthe 
his mother's contrivance and afliftance, he had^de-^g^t!* 
prived his brother of their father's intend-ed (^inhe- 
ritance, Efau fought his' life, as having wrefted from 
him his legal polfeffions, as well as the bleffings for 
which his father imagined he had interceded m hi* 
behalf." He confefled that, with the advice of his 
mother, he had fled to him for refuge, and afliireS 
him that next to the care of Providence, he expected 
fiiccour and afliftance from one fo neatly and dearly 
allied as himfelf. 

Laban gave him the moft folemn aflurance of fup- 

}>ort andprote&ion, not only on account of the al- 
iance of their anceftors, but the cordial affe&ion he 
entertained for his mother ; in proof of which he ap- 
pointed him overfeer of his numerous flocks, and 
fuperintendant of all his fliepherds, till fiich time 
as he fhould be defirous of returning home, when he 
would difmifs him with every token of refpe<ft that 
could befpeak a regard for his alliance 

Jacob exprefled the higheftfenfe of fuch Angular 
proofs of erbeem, profefled himfelf bound to the beft 
fervices of his liberal patron, as his fiipreme delight ; 
but intimated thatthe only compenfationhe defired, 
was the beftowal in marriage of the beauteous Ra- 
chael, whofe perfon and virtues were the obje&s of 
his admiration, and thefpring of all his words arid 
a&ions. , 

Jacob's ingenious behaviour was highly pleafing 
Laban, who readily confented to the marriage, ' • 
preferring him to any other man. as a fon- in-law j ' 
but requefted him to continue his abode with him 
fome time, as he was rather difinclined to fend his 
daughter amongftthe Canaanites, having often re- 
pented his fitter's forming an alliance in fo reniote 
a country. 

Jacftb readily acceded to the propofal, and entered 
into a covenant to ferve his uncle feven years, 
exprefling a fatisfa&ion in having an opportunity of 
teftifying his fidelity in fuch a manner as to prove 
himfelf worthy of the alliance. 

The covenant was ratified,, and being fulfilled, 
Laban prepared the nuptial feaft ; but night draw- 
ing ort, he found means, without the fufpicion of 
Ja**ob, to convey his other daughter, Leah, fefs beau- 
stiffed and more advanced in years than Rachael, to 
the bridal bed. Jacob, through the deception of the 
night, and the infenfibility of intoxication, had in- 
tercourfe with her ;$but the return of morning dis- 
covering the delufion, Jacob reproached his uncle 
with the treachery of his behaviour, when he excul- 
pated himfelf from an evil intention, by urgingne- 
ceflity as a plea, as the cuftoni of the country pre- 
cluded the younger fifter from marrying before the 
elder. He added that he fhould ftill poflefs Rachael^ 
on condition thathe would ferve him the other feven T 
years* Such was his paffion, that he agreed to fejjvi- fe 
tude for the fame term as before ; at" the expiration ^ 
of which his labours were compenfated by receiving outot 
the object of his admiration as his own. 

Their father appointed two handmaids to attend 
his daughters : Zilpah waited on Leah, and Billah on 
Rachael : thefe were not treated as flaves, but as 
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fubjedts. The warmth of Jacob's afFedtion for Ra- 
chael wounded Leah with jealous pangs j yet fhe con- 
foled herfelf at intervals with hopes that if fhe fhould 
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the inheritance, or kingdom, we are Co underftand that expected trader 
the Median, Jacob, by obtaining this hleffing of the firft-born^ became 
the genuine heir of that kingdom in oppfyition to Efau. 
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bear children, flic might thereby conciliate his 
elteem, and therefore put -up inceffant prayers to 
God, that he would grant her ifilic. The event 
confirmed her hope; fhe brought forth a fon, who 
being the means of reftoring her huf band's affe&ion, 
was called Reuben, or The Son of Fijian, becaufe flie 
obtained him through the mercv of God. 



1* xyl; Cati- 
on nn;l 



She afterwards brought him three other fo 
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nefs might fiipplanthcrinthc efteemofher hufband, 
caufed her handmaid Billah to haveintcrcourfc with 
Jacob, to whom {he conceived a fon called Dan, on 
The Judgc?neutofGod ; and after him another, named 
Naphtali, or Artifice \ becaufe flie had recourfe to 
fubtlety to requite her lifter's fruitfulnefs. Leah in 
refcutment adopted the fame ftratagem againft Ra- 
chael, and gave up her maid Zilpah to her hufband, 
who by her had two fons ; Gad, or Son of Chance ; 
and Afler, or BleJJ'cd; becaufe Leah was preferred 
for her fruitfulnefs. 

Reuben, the eldeft fon of 'Leah, brought to his 
mother fome apples of mandrake, which Rachael 
perceiving, (he expreffed a longing defire to tafte 
the fruit. Leah churl iflily denied her, alledging, 
that flie ought to reft contented with the afcendency 
flie held in her hufband's affection- To footh her 
fifter into compliance, and gratify her own incli- 
nation, Rachael told her fhe would refign Jacob to 
her that night ; in confequence of which he had 
again children by Leah, viz. Iflachar, or gained by 
Hire ; 

daughter, called Dinah. 

Rachael at length brought forth a fon, who was 
called Jofeph, or Addition, As Jacob had now ferved 
his father-in-law for the fpace of twenty years, he 
became defirous of returning with his wives to his 
own inheritance ; but as he could by no means ob- 
tain Laban's confent, he determined to effeA his 



after fo long an ab fence, tofcela defire of returning ; 
that with relpeft to the robbery of which he was ac- 
cufed, he had a right to the cffe&s he had taken, as 
a compensation for his long fervitude ; and that his 
daughters had accompanied him in lawful obedience 
to the command of anhuiband, and from motives of 
an affe&ion ate regard for their children. He pro- 
ceeded to obferve, by way of juft reproach, that La- 
ban, who was the brother of his mother, and who 
had given him his daughters in marriage, had iub- 
je&ed him by artifice to long and moft laborious 
fervitude, to toils, from which, had he borne him 
anv refcutment, he might long fince have delivered 
himfelf. Laban had certainly 4ealt unjuftly by 
Jacob ; for perceiving that God was pleafed to fa- 
vour him with tokens of his protection and blefling, 
he promifed him at one time all the whole cattle 
that fliould beproduced in the year ; and at another 

all the flock ; but at the expiration of the reipe&ive 
terms, he refufed to fulfil the agreement. Jacob 
gave him full liberty, to fearch for the images ; but 
Rachael had hidden them under her camel's f addle, 
and evaded the fearching, by pretending to a pe- RceoncSw] 
riodical indifpofition. A reconciliation now enfued, £dcd?anii 
the terms of which were, that paft injuries fliould be a comply 
buried in oblivion, and that Jacob fliould love and ^"ctwcel* 
cherifh his daughters. They then entered into a [?^ faml# 
folemn covenant, which was ratified on a mountain, 
where they eredted a pillar in the form of an altar, 
ftiling that fpot and the furrounding country 
Galaad, or The Hill of IVitnefs ; which name it re- 
tains to this day. The treaty was fucceeded by a 
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and Zebulon, or Token of Good IVill ; and a j[ feftival, after which the parties fet out for their 

refpedtive habitations. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Jacob di (patches meffengers to Efau, previous to his re- 
turn. In a vifion wrejlles with an angel, and overcomes. 
Amicable interview with Efau. 
•pvlIRING his journey to the land of Canaan, Gen.xxx 
\J Jacob had many propitious vifions ; wherefore, x » ,8c * 
he named the place where they occurred, The Field of 
God. But ftill apprehenfive of Efau's refentment, 



I 




Tacob.with flight by ftratagem. To this purpofe he founded 

andfloSw. t ^ ie difpofition of his wives, who both encouraged 
departs fd him in the attempt. Jacob departed, and took 



. f % - A „ t . he difpatchedmeffengers todifcoverthefituationof 

i!a C ba^. r ° ra>vith h #im privately half Laban's flocks, while Ra- affairs at home, and charged one of them with this 



Rachael 



chael conveyed off her father's idols, not through 
any veneration, as flie had been taught by Jacob the 
washer fa- wickednefs and abfurdity of worfhipping images, 
ther'sidois. but thinking if Laban fliould purfue them, a recon- 
ciliation might be accompliflied, by reftoring them. 
She was accompanied in her flight by her filter, the 
four handmaids, and all their children. 

Laban, on the firft notice of their efcape, purfued 
them with a ftrong party, intending to alfault them, 
and in the evening of thefeventh day overtook them 
as they were reftingthemfelves on a riling ground, 
over "takes B ut Divine Providence interpofing, he was forbidden 
Jacob, but in a vifion to ufe violence either againft Jacob or his 
from Wo- daughters, affuringhim that if fromaprefumption of 

the C D?vme t ^ ie wea ^ ne ^ s °f t ^ ie inferior party he fliould dare to 
command, a flail them, the Almighty would efpoufe their caufe, 
only accu- anc j ]jf t uphis Omnipotent arm in their defence/ • 

ling luro - - , . r n * 1 . 1 - . , 

withingra- Laban, duly imprcfled with the Divine command, 
tiwic. appointed a conference with Jacob the enfuing 

day ; and having mentioned the particular circum- 
ftances of his dream, expoftul^ted with him on the 
impropriety of his conduct in attempting to depart 
fecretly from one, by whom, in a ftate of indigence, 
he had been fo liberally {implied with every thing of 
which he ftood in need. u I have (faid Laban) given 
" thee my daughters in marriage, hoping thereby 
to have conhrmed our friendfliip ; but you, on 
the contrary, regardlcfs of your duty to your 
mother, to me, to your wives, or to your chil- 
dren, have treated me as an enemy, in ranfack- 
" jg my property, feducing my "daughters to 
44 abandon their father and carrying off my houfliold 
" gods which I and my progenitors have held in fuch 
" profound veneration. This is the treatment I have 
" received at the hand, not of a profefled enemy, 
u but at the hand of ainearly allied relative, the fon 
<c of my fifter, the hufband if my daughters, and 

?™ b jf*s" " covenantct ' friend of my bofbm. 
ron7ua!sc 1 Jacob urged, in vindication of himfelf, that the 

man- 



fo 
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rcpiovcs i ove 0 |- ] 11S country was a paflion common to 

the fallacy , • 7 j n 1 . , • ... . _ 

of taboa. kind, and Itamped as it were with the Divine I 
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on his mind ; that it li'as therefore natural for him, 



intimation to his brother, cC That having, on a for- 
mer occcafion,roufedhis indignation, he had chofen 
'to abandon his country, and now hoped that time 
had erafed former animolities. That he was upon 
his return, with his wives, his children, and the ef- 
fects he had by his induftry acquired ; that he had 
fent fome of the moft valuable as a token of his fiib- 
miffion, and would cftcem it his greateft happiuefs 
to have the blefling God had imputed to him, with 
his beloved brother." 

This frank and ingenuous behaviour was highly of°jaco^l 
pleafing to Efau, who fet forth at the head of four fending - 
hundred armed men to meet his brother. Jacob JSThis J- 
was alarmed at the intelligence of the approach of therE^t; 
a formidable body of men, yet fixing his confidence 
in the aid of Omnipotence, he determined to repel 
force by force ; and dividing his company into two 
compadt bodies, ordered one to advance, and aft as 
occalion might require, and the other to prtvceecl 
flowly in the rear, in order to fuftain them in cafe 
of an affault. 

Having taken fuch neceflary precaution, he again 
fent meflengers with prefents to his brother. Thefe 
confifted of curious animals, which m#ched in 
proceffion, the better to dilplay their fize, proper- 
ties, and numbers, inhance their value, and thereby 
conciliate the efteem of his brother, to whom the 
meffengers were charged to fliew every token of 
refpeft and fubmiflion. The day being fpent in 
making thefe difpofitions, he caufed his company 
to march by night ; and when they had pafied a 
brook called Jabboch, Jacob, who brought up the 
rear, had a vifion, in which he feemed to wreftle 
with an angel, and came off victorious. The angel 
then addreiled him, afluring him that his having 
atchieved fo extraordinary a feat as that of over- 
coming an heavenly meflenger, prefaged much fu- 
ture fuccefs ; that his pofterity fliould be invincible, 
and conquer in all their enter prizes. He therefore 
enjoined him by the Divine direction, to alilmie in 
future the name of If hie I, which, in the Hebrew, 
fignifies flrwggling or r effing. 
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As Jacob had importuned a relation of his future 
fortune, lie requested of the angel, wlicii.be. became 
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fcnfiblc of his Divine commifhon j to be. explicit in 
every circumftancc ; which done;' the viiiou difap- 

Jacob annimatcd by ib joyful sjn event, 

' ~ But 



' peared. 

named the place Piianuel, .or of God. 



one the finews of his thigh being {trained in the con- 
teft, he ever after, abftained from ea,t;ng the hind 
part of any animal ; a cultom ftill obferved by our 

nation. v . 

On receiving intelligence of the approach of Efau 

and his company, Jacob ordered his wives and their 
attendants to keep at a diftance from the main body, 
as a fecurity for their perfons, if thef e fliould be a 
neceflity for coming to action. 

When he perceived the pacific difpofition of his 
brother, Jacob ran to him, and threw himfelf at his 
feet. Efau, on the other handj cordially embraced 
Brotherly kim, kindly enquired after the* welfare of his wives 
foliation and children, and humanely offer ed to condudt them 
jlcob 1 ^ to his father. Jacob declined the offer, on pretence 

of the fatigues his cattle had fiiftained through a te- 
dious journey,fo that they feparated for theprefent } 
his brother retiring to the town of Seir, fo called 
from the thicknefs of Efau's hair ; while Jacob re- 
paired to a place called at this day The Tents , and 
from thence to Shechema city of the Canaanites* 

CHAP. XX. 

* • 

Violation of Dinah's ch-xjlity. Difcovery of "Lab art s idols. 

Death of 'Rac&ael) and afterwards of If aac. 

■ - k 

Gen. jcxxiv.npHii inhabitants of Shechem were at this time 
"ift* 0 f engaged in the celebration of a feftival ; and 
"inah^ja-. Dinah, Jacob's only daughter, repaired thither, to 
janohter g rat ^fy her curiofity, by obferving the female cuf- 
' s ter ' touts and fafhions of the country. Shechem feeiri 

Dinah, andbecoming enamoured of her beauty, firf 
violated her chaftity, which the more inflaming Ir 



take 



iade applicat .ion himfelf to Ja- 
cob for his concurrence. The overture threw Jacob 
into the greateft: perplexity ; not d aring on the one 
hand, to difpute the authority of a monarch, nor 
deeming it lawful orexpedient,on the other, to form 
an alliance with a ftranger . He therefore evaded an 
explicit anfwer, and intreated time for mature deli- 
beration. The king thereupon retired, hoping to ob- 
tain confent. Jacob immediately referred the mat- 
ter to his Tons* communicating to them, at the fame 
time, the rape of their fifter, and the reoueft of 
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>ijialj. that flic might . be gi vcn.m in ri r r urge to the 
riucc his fon. • .Thofe of theni who.wereii'aunime- 
cliately interefted, were lilent upon the qccaiion ' f 
but Simeon and Levi, defcendecf froin the fame mo- 
ther with the injured female, vowed rovejige. ; The 
prefent feafon, being entirely devoted "to feftiyity, 
was very, proper, for the execution of their, defi'gn ; 
fo that the brothers, iu the dead of tjic night, hav- 
ing firft fallen upon and : jflain the guards, eniejred the 
city and malfacred all the males,- (the king and his 
fon among the reft,) but offered no violence, to the- 
women. . Finding their filler, they conducted* hei: 
home ; and having- difcovered the tranfa&ion tt* simeon am i 

bro- 

ed his difapprobationinthe fevereft terms : but ^ e nah"vcn8c 
Almighty was pleafed to confole him in a dream, the injury 
and commanded him to perform the lacrifice he ^"hfe" 
had vowed at the time he faw the vifion in hisshechc- 

X * % * — 

journey to Mefbpotamia. In making the neceffa- mt 
ry preparation for thefe folemn rites, he cafually 
difcovered Laban'sidols, whicli Rachael had ffiolen,. 
arid concealed under an oak tree in Shechem, with- 



uui ; iW l. • r Simeon a 

their father, he was greatly ^ilpleafed, and figmfi-Xcvi, u 



# 



out his .knowledge • ' 

Taking his departure fromthenfce, he offered, an 
oblatioiito the Almighty in Bethel, on the veryHfpot 
where he had feen the vifion, at the commencepaent 
of his journey into Mefbpotamia. As he was purfu- 
ing his courfe into. the land of Ephrata, Rachael, his 
wife died in child-bed, and was there interred,being 
the only one of the family who had not a place in the 
fepulchreat Hebron. Jacob having niade great la- 
mentation for thelofs of his beloved wife Rachael, 
called the child flie bare on that melancholy occafion Kachaci. 
Benjamin or the Son of Sorrow, from the mortal pangs 
his birth had given his mother. The children of 
Jacob were twelve fonsand one daughter, of whom 
eight were legitimate ; fix by ; Leah, and two by 
Rachael ; and two by each of their handmaids, 
whofe names have been already mentioned. 

From Ephrata Jacob returned to Hebron, there- 
fidence of his father Ifaac,'by whom he was inform- 
ed of the death of his mother Rebecca, alhort time 
before his arrival. Nor did the good old Ifaaclong 
furvive his beloved confort, but paid the debt of na- 
ture foon after his return, and was buried by Jacob 
and Efau, near his progenitors in the fepuichral 
toihb in Hebron. Ifaac imitated the virtues of his 
pious father, and experienced the peculiar affeAion 
and favor of the Almighty on the demife of Abra- 
ham. After a life devoted, to the honor of God, and 
the good of mankind, he clofed a fcene of tranfient 
exiftencej in the 185th year of his age, leaving an 
example worthy the imitation of pofterity. 
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THE DEATH OF ISAAC TO THE DEPARTURE OF THE ISRAELITES 

[containing a period of above two hundred and twenty years. 2 





CHAP. t. 

Efau and Jacob divide their inheritance^ an 
former places of refidence. Efau fells hh 
and is therefore called kdom. His progeny 



o 



N the demife of Ifaac, his fons, Efau and 
Jacob, divided his inheritance, and, in 
confequence thereof, quitted their former 
habitations. Efau leaving; the city of He- 
bron to his brother, took up his abode in Seir, and 
became chief of the country of Idumcea, called 
Edom from the name he himfelf acquired on the 
following fingular occafion. 

Returning on a certain time, during his juvenile 
days, from hunting, much opprefled with fatigue 
anci hunger, and finding his brother preparing for 
himfelf iome lentil-pottage, the colour of which be- 
ing red, the more created his appetite, he earneftly 
requefted that he might participate of his fare. But 
Jacob, availing himfelf of his brother's urgent ne- 
ceffity, peremptorily refufed him, unlefs he would 
refignto him his birthright, to which Efau being fti- 

Efau fells mu l atec l by hunger, was conftrained to accede, and 
Jus birth- the covenant of alignment was confirmed by a fo- 
,ri caUcd ncl lcmnoath. Hence his cotemporaries calledhim in 
EJom from derifion Edom, from the red hue of the pottage ; for, 
ta"t?Sch * n the Hebrew language, Edom lignifies red . Hence 
wSitho alio this country was denominated Edom ; but the 
Hence°camc Greeks, for the fake of rendering the found more 
thenarr.c of agreeable to the ear, called it Idunuea. 
i&xmx?.. Efau had five fons, of whom he had three by his 

Efan'sdef- wife Alibama, Jaus, Jolam, and Chore ; by Ada, Ali- 
ccn4^n:s. pazers, of Aliphates ; and Mofametha, or Bafematha, 

by Raguel. Aliphates had five legitimate children, 
Theman, Omer, Ophcus, or Ophcr, Jotham, and 
Cenez, or Canaz. Amelech was illegitimate, being 
born of one of his concubines, whofe name was 
Thefma. Thcfe inhabited that track of Idumcea 
called Gobolites,ancl another part named, from Ame- 
lech, Amelcchitis. But Idumreu being a country of 
vaft extent, retained its name in a general accepta- 
tion, though fome particularprovinccs derived their 
appellations from their relpccttvc founders. 




CHAP. II. 



Jofeph incurs the envy and hatred of 
dreams. Interpretation 



His 




moon 
life. 



?/ that refpetting the ft 
flars. His brethren confpire again/i . 



TACOB having been peculiarly favoured by the 
J Divine protection and ble fling, and fiirpafling all 
the inhabitant of the country, not only in the num- 
ber and virtue of his children, but alfo in opulence 
and dignity, became at once an objedt of reverential 
awe and rankling envy. His progeny were endowed 
with extraordinary mental and corporeal abilities, 
and equally adept in luch exercifes as required their 
refpeftive exertions. Indeed the Almighty feemed 
fo peculiarly to luperintend his concerns in general, 
that events to human wifdom, apparently adverfe, 
were, by an overfeeing Providence, rendered luh- 
fervient to his benefit, and that of his pofterity, as 
is evident from our anceftors quitting the land of 
Egypt on the following occafion. 

Jofeph, the fon of Racheal, from his ,mental and 
perfonal accomplifliments, became the peculiar fa- 
vourite of his father Jacob. Thispartiality,together 
with the dreams he had related, prefaging his future 
fuccefs, naturally created the envy and hatred of his 
brethren ; for it is a foible (not to call it a vice) too 
incidental to mankind to behold the prolperity of 
others with an eye of jealoufy. The vifions which 
roufed fuch malevolent pafiions were thefe. 

Being fent by his father with the reft of his bre- 
thren to work at the harveft, a vilion appeared to him 
of fo extraordinary a nature from dreams in general, 
that being induced to confult them on the occafion, 
he related to them the particulars. " Behold (faid 
he) I faw laft night in my fleep the fheaf of corn 
which I had bound, ftanding firm on the very 
fpot where Iliad fixed it, andthofe of yourbintl- 
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ing moving towards it, in an inclining reverential 
pofturc." His brethren clearly inferred, from 
thencc,that his future undertakings fhould be crown- 
ed with fuccefs, and that he fhould acquire power and 
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fuperiorlty over them ; and though they concealed 
their opinions from jofeph, inftantly conceived the 
moft inveterate averJion for him, and concerted the 
means of averting events fo mortifying to their 
own pride and ambition. 

But it pleafed God to render abortive all their 
malicious fchemes, by caufing a fecond and more 
extraordinary vifton to appear unto Jofeph. He 
beheld in his dream the fun, moon, and eleven of 
the ftars, defcend on the earth, and do him reve- 
rence. This vifion Jofeph revealed to his father in 
the prefence of his brethren (without fufpicion of 
incurring ill-will) who intreated him to explain the 
meaning. The dream afforded Jacob fatisfa&ion, 
as from revolving the circumftances in his mind, he 
perceived they prefaged much good to his fpn : he 
thence inferred, that Jofeph fhould be exalted to 
opulence and power, and fhould receive obedience 
from his father, mother, and brethren. The fun 
and moon feemed to him to reprefent the father 
and the mother, becaufe the latter nourifhes and in- 
creafes all things, and from the former all things 
derive their form and force/ The ftars feemed to 
refer to his brethren, who were in number eleven, 
and derive their power from the fim and moon; 

Jacob's interpretation feemed founded on pro- 
bability, and therefore hadta deeper effect on the 
minds of Jofeph's brethren^ for with refpe<5t to thje 
bletfings foretold, they confidered him in the light 
of a ftranger, not as a brother in whofe fuccefs they 
would participate, and therefore formed a refolu- 
tion of comparing his death. 

Having concerted the means of adcpmplifhing 
their horrid defign, when the harveft was gathered 
in, they retired with their flocks into Sheclicm, a 
part of the country adapted to grazing, without giv- 
ing their father any notice of their departure- Jacob 
receiving no intelligence refpedking the ftate and 
condition of his flocks, and being alfo anxious for 
the welfare of his fons, fent Jofeph to make the ne- 
ceffary enquiries, with orders to tranfmit him im- 
mediate information. 
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CHAP. Ill* 

J ofeph r s brother Reuben concerts a fcherde to fave his life. 
He is fold to fome Arabian merchants. Artifice ufei 
by his brethren to deceive their father^ who bewails 
him as dead. 

THE approach of Jofeph was an event agreeable 
to his enraged brethren, not from motives of 
affe&ion ariiing from the tie of confanguinity, but 
becaufe they imagined it would afford them an op- 
portunity of fatiating their envy and malice by his 
immediate death, on which they had mutually re- 
folved. But Reuben, the eldeft, recoiling at fo bafe 
a defign, endeavoured to difluade them from lx\ by 
reprcfentino- its heinous and atrocious nature, and 
the univerfal deteftation they would incur thereby. 
He enforced his advice, by obfervirio;, that if in the 
eye of God the murder even of a ftranger in cool 
blood was a crime of the deepeft dye, how aggrava- 
ted and deteftable muft it be to embrue their hands 
in the blood of a brother, whofe premature death 
would plant daggers in the breaft of a doating fa- 
ther, and be to himafource of perpetual affliction. 
He proceeded to conjure them to defift from their 
wicked intention, to conlider the confequences that 
muftrefult from the murder of a perfon fojuftly 
admired for his mental and perfonal accomplifh- 
ments, to dread the detection of fuch a crime, and 
the revenge of Omnipotence, and to remember that 
if they could be fo abandoned as to perpetrate fo 
horrid a deed, they would ever bear about them the 
intolerable load of confeious guilt, which would 
render them accur fed beyond expreffion. He plead- 
ed the innocence of the youth as an object of com- 
pafllonj rather than malevolence ; obferved that 
envy being the motive, would be an aggravation 
of the offence, and contended laftiy, that they would 
tempt the juftice of God, and render thenifelves 
objects of his vengeance, by attempting the death 



of one fo manifeltly honoured with tokens of the 

Divine favour and protection. 

By thefe and many other arguments did Reuben 
leavour to divert his brethren from shedding; the 



end 



blood of the innocent youth; but finding that all 



his intrcatics had no effeft, nay, that they rather h]r 
cenfed thanappeafcd,hchadrecourfc to other mean/;, 
and propofed, that as his death was irrevocably de- 
termined,thcy fhould mitigate its manner, dnd there- 
by in fome degree exterminate its criminality, al- 
ledging, that rather than ftain their h^^sr^vitii his 
blood, it would be more advifcablc to caft him into 1 
a pit, and there leave him to the chance of death. 
This propofai being generally approved, R.euben 
took Jofeph, and binding him with a cord,'. let Kim ^ c f£j* 
gently down into a pit, and then went in qileft of ^"^^ 
better paflurage for liis cattle. 



at the per- 
*' funiion of 



After the departure of Reuben, Judah, one pFJa- Reuben, 
cob's fons, perceivingthe approach of fome Arabian 
merchants, who from Gilead carry fpices 1 



other Syrian merchandize into Egypt, propofed 
his brethren to fell Jofeph to thefe adventurcrsy hy . 
which means they would be exempt from the impu>- 
tation of being accefTary to his death, which would- 
then in all probability happen in a remote country. 
Having obtained their confent, Jofeph was drawn 
out of the pit, and fold to thefe merchants for twenty He ft fold 
pieces of filver, being at that time I7years old. maeHws Sh " 

Reuben, unacquainted with this circumftance, andwhen re- 
determined at all events to prefervcthe life of his J^STSd. 
brother Jofeph j came by night to the pit, and called' 
updn him by name ; but from his not anfwering, con- 
je&uring that his brethren had put him to death, he. 
reproached them bitterly, till he was appeafed by 
their confeffion of the truth. After thefe tranfac- 
tidns, the brothers cojifulted on the means of eva- Jacob's 
dihg their father's fufpicion, and concluded firft to 
tear the coat of which they had ftripped Jofeph fufir and 
when they caft -him into the pit, and then having j"^^ 
ftained it with goat's blood, to prefent it to theif : g B J*? r ' 
father as a token of his having been flain by wild an'aborai- 
beafts. This point adjufted, they returned to the old ?*b lc P ro - 
man (who by this time'had heard fome tidings of his 
fon being loft, or fold captive) and prefentmg the 
coat rent and bloody, confirmed him in the belief of 
what they wifhed him to entertain, efpecially as 
they allured him they had neither feen their brother, 
nor knew what had befallen him, more than from 
the token of the coat they had found rent and bloody, 
from which they conje&ufed he had been flain by 
wild beafts. Jacob,hereupon, became inconfoleable, 
covered' himfelf with fackcloth according to the 
cuftom of the country, and notwithftanding all that 
could be offered to mitigate his grief, lamented the 
death of his fon, as if confirmed by the moll indu- 
bitable teftimohy. 



- • 



CHAP. IV. 

Jofeph is fold by the merchants on their arrival in Egypt 
to Potiphar, one of king Pharaoh's houfhold. He ob- 
tains the affections of his mijlrcfs. Rejctts her carejfes. 
Far ions feducing artifices without effeft* Jofeph 
accufed to Potiphar^ and thrown into prijon. 



ts 



THE perfecuted Jofeph was' afterwards fold by ?{J l, £f.% i 
the merchants to Potiphar, anEgyptian officer, JofcpS* 
and fte%yard of kin v g Pharaoh's houHiold, who held 'S^ d ' 
him in high eftimation, caufed hi 




m«tne 

to be inftru&ed I j°H fi V ;f 
moted him to otI P 




in the liberal arts, and at lengt 
the fuperintendance of the concerns of his family. 
In this elevated fituation he maintained his inte- 
grity, and, by a conduct uniformly juft and virtuous, 
demonftrated, that his piety was genuine, equally 
proof again ft the allurements of profperity, or the 
trials of adverfity. In a fliort time the graces of 
his perfon, and the affability of his difpofltion, capti- 
vated the affecStion of his matter's wife, who, from ft . , 
the attraction or her charms, ana Her exalted rank, becomes 
prefumed on his ready compliance with her deflres ^J"^ d 
as his higheft honour and happinefs . But herein fhe 
had refpeft to his ftation only, and not to his virtue, 
which fofplendidly flione forth throughout the whole 
of his conduct. ' * 

At length file difcoveredher pafHon,and entreated jofeph 
a reciprocal return ; but Tofeph fpurned at all her **** h i r 
o vertures,alledgmg,tnat arter the lingular favour he caieiic*, 
had obtained from his lord, it wottld be as impious 
as ungrateful thus to injure him in the tendered 
point. He then exhorted her to reftvain her inordi- 
nate defires, repeating the former afjevcration, and 
adding, that he.would rather fubject himfelf to the 
fever eft lot, than by acquicfcence jj-.trticipate in the 
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complicated guilt* This rcpulfe inflamed her defire 
the more, lb that flic concerted another plan for 
acconiplifhing her defign. 

Alblcmnday offeftivity approaching, on which, 
according to the Egyptian cuftom, the women were 
accuftomed to deck themfelves in all their fplcn- 
dour, flic excufed hcrfelf from appearing on that 
occaiion on pretence of indifpolition, that me might 
have a convenient opportunity for a private afligna- 
tion with Jofeph. Succeeding thus far in her de- 
fign, flic accolted him in tlie moft endearing terms, 
obferving, that he would have a&ed becoming his 
duty, and confiftently with his intereft, in Comply- 
ing withherfirft felicitation : but that omiftion could 
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mply atoned by his then obedience. She added, 
thSt {he now did him peculiar honour, as well as af- 
forded him the moft ftriking proof of heraffe&ionate 
regard, in foregoing the grandeur and pleafurcs of 
a public feftivity, for the enjoyment of his company 
and intercourfe. She inforced her addrefs by ex- 
horting him to immediate compliance, and alluring 
him that if, to her favour, he perferred his own 
(crapulous delicacy, he would become the object of 
her moft rancourous hatred ; impelled by which, 
flie would accufe him to Potiphar of an attempt up- 
on her virtue, who would readily admit the truth 
of her allegation, and not fail of bringing him to 
the fevereit pxmifliment. 

But neither her carefles, her vows, her tears, nor 
.her threatenings, could prevail on Jofeph to violate 
his mafter's honour, by receding from his virtuous 
refolve. Nay, he even took upon him to admonifh 
his miftrefs to a due obfervance of the folemn rites 
of the marriage bed, which ought to be held facred 
and inviolate, and fliould not be difpenfed with on 
any pretence whatfoevcr. Inordinate gratifications, 
he added, were followed by repentance and ftiame ; 
whereas conjugal fidelity brought with it the reward 
of a good confeience, and the approbation of the 
virtuous j and inferred, from the whole, that it was 
more praife- worthy in her to exercife command over 
him as a fervant, than debafe herfelf, by alluring him 
to the commiffion of a crime, which would fo fla- 
grantly redound to their mutual difgrace. 

By thefe, and other arguments equally powerful, 
did Jofeph ftill endeavour to abate the violence of 
his miftrefs's paflion, and reclaim her from her cri- 
minal intention ; but they produced a contrary effect; 
for his perfuafions to chauity ferved only to inflame 
her defire ; till at length flie endeavoured to effedt 
that compliance by force, which flie could not ob- 
tain by the moft flattering blandifliments 

Loft to all fenfe of fhame, fhe feized and held him 
by his garment, till the youth was under a neceflity 
of leaving a part behind him, in order to extricate 
himfelf, and flee from her enchanting embraces. 
Fired by a fepuife on the one hand, and impelled by 
fear of detection on the other, flie determined to 
fliield herfelf under a malicious accufation, as well 

w e herfelf on Jofeph, for the 
jfuppofed indignity he had offered her. She therefore 
afliimed the guife of grief and indignation, excited 
by an attempt on her honour and chaftity, which 
Potiphar perceiving on his return, afforded her an 
opportunity, oa;Ms enquiring into the caufe, of ad- 
dreffing him in terms to the following purport : 

" Thou deferveftno longer from me a return of 
ic conjugal affe&ion, if thou doft not rigoroufly pu- 
" nifh that audacious flave, who has attempted to 
" violate the honour of thy bed ; who, unmindful 
cc of every tie of duty and of gratitude, has endea- 
" voured to injure thee in the tendereft point ; and 
" that too in thine abfence, and on a day offeftivity. 
" Hence it is mauifeft, that his apparent modefty is 
<c founded on the deepeft diflimulation, and that the 
" favours you have conferred upon him have em- 
u boldcncd liim to : 



rrogate a claim even to the 
6C poflellion of thy wife." 

To enforce this addrefs, and confirm her hufband 
in the belief of it, flie produced the tattered remnant 
of his garment, which, as flie declared, he left be- 
hind him, after a ftrugglc to violate her chaftity. 
Potiphar, affeftedby this declaration of his wife, 
accompanied with tears, and fired with rcfcntmcnt 
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ic merits ot the caufe, top^iion, amonglt the 
0:1 malefactors : while he applauded the chaf- 
Miis wife, thus confirmed ancrappr'jved, as lie 



lily of 

imagined, by the clearcfl evidence. 



CHAP. V. 



Joftph conciliates ejlecm in the prifc 
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SUPPORTED by confeious Innocence, Jofeph 
did not attempt to exculpate himfelf, but pa- 
tiently lubmitted himfelf to imprifonment, placing 
his fole reliance on the interpohtion of Divine Pro- 
vidence. Nor was he fruftrated in his dependence : 
for mafliort time the keeper of the prifon, attra&ed Thccoi 
by the courtefy of his behaviour, not only freed him jjjgj* 
from fetters, but flicwed him Angular marks of in- notokc 
dulgencc, and thereby alleviated the punifliment.of^j^ 
being confined. The prifoners, as was common in *es 0 f 
their circumftances, conferring together during *° * 
their intervals of lufpenfion from labour, on the 
caufes of their commitments, and other tojncs, Jo- 
feph, by thofe means, became familiar with one 
who had been king Pharaoh's butler, once high in 
favour, but now, from fome particular difguft of that 
monarch, caft into prifon. This perfon, obferving, 
in the courfe of conversation, that Joieph pofleffed 
uncommon penetration, related to him a dream, n , 
and requcfted an interpretation, lamenting as ani,&c. 
aggravation of the . misfortunes fallen upon him, £ u h t ^ 
from having incurred his fovereign's difpleafurc, his Uzesva 
perplexity arifing from dreams, which conftantly ".fj£jj 
difturbedhisrepofe. He informed Jofeph, that, in to 
his flecp, he faw three cluftcrs of grapes, perfectly ™q° q £ 
ripe, hanging from as many vine branches ; thatt obI a. 
having prefled the juice of the fruit into a veflcl, 
which the king held for that purpof^, his majefty 
drank, and was abundantly fatisfied. 

The butler having thus related his dream, and 
repeated his defire of an explanation, Jofeph bade 
him take courage, as within the lpace of three days 
he fliould be releafed from prifon, andreftored to the 
king's favour and fervice. The juice of the vine 
(faidthe interpreter) was given fpr the ufe and de- 
light of mankind ; the moderate and difcreet ufe of 
it cements friendfliip,baniflies anger, diffipatescare r 
and difpofes to complacency of mind. The king's 
receiving the wine favourably, whichyouhad prefled • 
from the three clufters, prefages good, and indicates 
your deliverance within the three days reprefented by 
thofe diftind: clufters. When you find my predic- 
tion fulfilled in the obtaining your liberty, let not it 
(faidhe) erafe from your memory the bondage of 
your late fellow prifoners. It is not through guilt 
I thus fuffer, but through an inflexible adherence to, 
and regard for, my matter's honour, in preference to 
the gratification of my miftrefs's de fires and my own 
emolument. Happy in this interpretation of his 
dream, the butler, with longing expetftatiou, waited 
the event. 

There happened to be at the fame time in the pri- 
fon another of the king's fervants, who had been 
the chief baker, till, like the butler, he hud incurred 
his difpleafure, and- became fubjed: to the famepu- 
niftiment. Encouraged by Jofeph\s late interpreta- 
tion, this man requeued of him the explanation of a 
dream he had the night paft, which he thus related. 
u 1 imagined, in my fleep, (faidhe,) I carried on my 
head three bafkets, two of which were filled w'ith.™ia$ 
bread, and the other with the choiceft viands, pre- 
pared for the king's table ; but the birds of the air luicrvj 
hovered round me as I palled infpite of all my en- drcam * 
dcavours, and devoured the contents of the whole." 
This faid, he expected a prefage favourable as the 
former : but Jofeph, having attended to the parti- 
culars, and premifed that he could have wiflied tohave 
been the harbinger of more welcome news, ingenu- 

oufly afliired him that he had only two days to live, 
for that 011 the third day he fliould be hanged, and 
cxpofed to the prey of thofe birds he could not drive 
from the balket of provifion. Jofeph's predictions 
were fully verified ; for the third day, from that time, 
being the anniverfary of Pharaoh's l^tivity, he or- 
dered the baker to be hanged, and the butler tob.c 
reftored to his former office. 

Jofeph had now lain two years in pri fon , una f 1! fled, 
in any degree by the ungrateful butler, when the 
follow nig lingular iuterpoiitio^i of Providence pro- 
cured Iiimkh; liberty. 
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King Pharoah having in one night had two dreams, i 
jofcph.at which he conceived imported him evil, (though the 
the inter- interpretation that had been given of them at the 

fhebntier, fame time had flipt his memory,) early in the morn- 
u delivered {ummoned feveral of the Egyptian fages,and re- 

?on t °af{cr a quired of them an explanation. Their helitation in- 
~ e "~ dicating doubt or inability, increafed his anxiety, 

which tnc butler obferving, and Jofeph's expertnefs 
in fiich matters occuring to his mind, he immedi- 
ately repaired to his malter,. and informed him of 
the Angular manner in which his prediftions, from 
the circumftances of his own dream, and that of the 
baker, had been refpeftively verified. He further 
represented to the king, that he had been formerly 
~ fervant to Potiphar, treafurer of his houftiold, and 
that, from his own account, he was an Hebrew, de- 
fcended from honourable parents. Animated by this 

intelligence of the ability of Jofoph, the king im- 
mediately fentfor him into the royal prefence, cour- 
teoufly took him by the hand, and thus addreffed 

Pharoah him. u 



prop 
dreams. 



I under ftand, by one of my attendants, that 

joftphMs xc thou art remarkably expert in interpreting of 
prophetical « dreams, of which thou haft given him a lingular 

" inftance : reveal, therefore, unto me my dreams 
4C in the fame manner that thou didft unto him ; but 
u do not exaggerate or extenuate any circumftance, 
ic from motives either of fear or flattery, but fpeak 
" the truth plainly and impartially. In my fleep I 
cc fancied I ^was walking by the fide of a river, (tf,) 
" and that/ law feven large and fat oxen, which went 
cc from tHe river towards a pafture : after which* I 
<c law feyen lean meagre oxen, which feemed to come 
from the pafture towards the river, and, meeting 
the fat cattle in the w.ay, devoured them, without 
any apparent incrcafe of their own bulk. Upon 
u this I awoke, and, as I was refle&ing on the na- 
ture and import of my dream, fell infenfibly afleep 
again,, and I faw a viiion more extraordinary, and 
u which affe&s me more than the former* I beheld 
ct as it were, feven ears of corn faring out of one 
" ftem, which were lb weighty with the grain they 
u bore, that their heads inclined to the earth. Af- 
<c terwards there appeared feven other ears, fcanty 
CQ and bare of grain, which, to my aftonifhment, 
cc devoured the former 

Jofeph then informed the king, that one interpre- 
tation would fuffice for both dreams. 44 The fat and 
" lean oxen, and the full and fcanty ears of corn, 
44 portended, that feven years of plenty would be 

c^eaKof - " immediately iucceeded by as many years of fa- 
corn, as " mine, fo that the abundance of the firft: feven 

prccedin 



cc 
cc 



Jofeph in- 
terprets 
the king's 
dreams of 

the lean 
kine, and 



thciongfa-" years would not be adequate to the demands of 
mine that « the enfiiing dearth, reprefentcd by the lean cattle 



blgypb " devouring the fat, and the fcanty ears of .grain 

44 fwallowing the full/' He added, " that the Al- 
44 mighty was pleafed to afford fuch intimations, not 
44 to terrify his creatures, but in order that they 
44 might provide for extremities, and alleviate dif- 
44 trelles through prudence andforecaft,andrequeft- 
44 ed the king to make a due application of his re- 
4C marks, as the moft effectual means of averting 
the calamities which would otherwife enliie from 
4C folongaferies of famine." The king, charmed 
with the fagacity of Jofeph in the expohtion of his 
dreams, requeued his advice withrefpedt to the pre- 
caution necefTary to be taken, in order to guard 
againft the impending calamity. He immediately 
recommended the ftrifteft parfimony, and the re- 
fer! owto trenchment of all fuperfluity, in order to furnifli a 
prcfervcE- refer ve for future exigencies ; alfo that a number of 
EftrJuon. magazines ftiould be amply flocked, out of which 

the people (houid be fupplied with no more than was 
barely iufficient for pre lent fubliftence . 



Gives the 



(a) The river here alluded to was the Nile, fo much celebrated in 
ancient Ijiftory. This river has its rife in Numidia, and after running 
many miles northward, through a country fcorched with the violent 
heat of the fun, enters Upper Egypt with great force, and paflcs over a 
cataract or broken rock. From hence it continues its courfe ftill north, 
and, receiving the addition of many other rivers, falls over another 
cataract and then continues its courfe to the Lower Egypt as far as Grand 
Cairo; after which it divides itfclf into three branches, in the form of a 
triangle, and then empties itfelf into the Mediterranean Sea. Once every 
year it overflows the greater part of Lower Egypt, and from that pro- 
ceeds either fcarcity or plenty. If the water rifes too high, fcarcity cn- 
fuesbecaufe it lies too long on the ground; and if too low, then there is 
not a fufficiency to fertilize the foil. 

No* 3. 



Pharoah was fo ftruck with admiration at the ex- 
traordinary wifdom of Jofeph in thefe important 
concerns, that he made him fuperintendant of his 
ftores, with full authority to proceed in fuch manner 
as might appear to him moir conducive to promote 
the general good ; obferving,' that no man was fa 
proper to put in execution a plan of public utility 
as the author. Being thus vefted with authority, and 
all its fplendid appendages^' Jofeph proceeded to the 
execution of his plan, making a tottr in a chariot pf 
ftate throughout Egypt, depofiting the grain in the 
king's. magazines, and diftributing only. what was 
neceflary foraprefent fupply, withoulfaffigning to 
any man the caufe of his proceecpa'gs: 




C H A^VI; 

Jofeph forms an honourable alliance. The famine*. His * 
brethren arrive in Egypt. Art pra&ifed on his bre- 
thren. Supplies them with grain i and dijmiffes them 
home for their brother Benjamin. 

AT the time of this diftinguifhed profperity Jo-Gen,xK; 
feph was about thirty years of age, .when as a ^ c f^' M 
fingular mark of his wildom, the king called him 30 years of 
by a name which, in the Egyptian language, figni- SSaof of 
fies. A Dijcoverer of bidden things. He alio at ttie *he affair* 
inftigation of his fovcreign* formed an alliance ofEs)pt " 




equally honourable and advantageous, by marrying 
the daughter of Potiphar, (£,) theprieft of On, (r,) 
or Heliopolis, who brought him two children pre- 
vious to the famine ; Manafles, or Oblivion, allud- 
ing to his late miferies ; andEphraim, or Refiitution, 
referring to his exalted iituation at the time of his 
birth. 

The years of plenty being expired according to Jo- 
feph's prediction, the famine began to rage, info- 
much that the multitude, forely opprefTed, repaired 
in crowds to the ftores and magazines of the king. 
Being referred to Jofeph, for redrefs, he fupplied 
their wants with fuch discretion, and at the fame 
time with fuch competency, that he acquired the 
venerable appellation of Saviour of the People, indeed {he?rcfe 



* 1 



had refpe<it not only to natives, but foreign 
the fublime principle of urliverfal ohilanthro 



of 



and 



many 
crna- 



his 



which naturally produces univerfal benevolence. 0 .* 

The famine not being confined to Egypt alone,but mM * 
raging in Canaan, and, indeed, throughout the great- 
eft part of the continent, Jacob, being informed that 
ftrangers were permitted to purchafe grain inEgypt, 
deputed all his fons, Benjamin, (who was born of 
Rachael, and brother on both fides to Jofeph) ex- 
cepted, with an efpecial commiffion to provide for 
his family. Upon their arrival inEgj pt, the ten bre- 
thren applied,in the moft fubmiffive terms to Jofeph, 
intreating permiffion to purchafe grain; being in~ Gem: 

formed that their reception at court depended on the »• 
deference fhewn to the king's dignified favourite. trews 
Jofephrecognized them at the firft glance, though " n bl 
they had not the fmalleft recolle&ion of him. He SfS^T 
therefore determined to put them to a fevere trial, in 
order to found their difpofitions and intentions. To 
effedt this, he not only refufed them his permiffion 
to purchafe grain, but ordered them to be appre- 
hended as fpies ; alledging, that they appeared to 
him to be of different births, though they pretend- 
ed to be kindred, as it was highly improbable that 
an individual fixbjed: fliould have fo numerous and 
comely a progeny ; a bleffing rarely accorded to 
kings. This infinuation was to draw from his bre- 
thren theprecife fituation of his family, and particu- 
larly of his brother Benjamin,, as he was apprehen- 
five that youth had been expofed to the fame treat- 





Ui) This is a different perfon from him who was captain of the guard, 
and was in a different quality ; and therefore, as the learned Voffius 
jnftly obfervc.% there is no reafon, from the fimilarity of names, to.think 
that Jofeph married the daughter of him who had been his matter"; for 
he would certainly liave abhorred an alliance with one that was born of 
fo lewd a woman as his miftrefs. 

(c) On was a famous city in Egypt, fiuiated between the Nile and the 
Arabian Gulph, about twenty miles from Memphis; the metropolis of the 
kingdom. Here was celebrated an annual feftival in honour of the fun, 
from which it was afterwards called Heliopolis. The word we tranflate 
friejfi, may lignify one who minifiers at the altar, or one who governs 
in civil affairs. Priefts were anciently the chief men of the kingdom * 
for kings thcmfclves were pricfls. „ 
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me nt from them withfiimfclf. They were much 
alarmed at this ftern and diftant reception, as well 
as apprelicnlive that the deli gn of their journey would 
be defeated, till at length Reuben, the eldeft, under- 
took to plead the common caufe, in terms to the 

" We come not hither (faid he) 



following eifedt. 



" as fpies to annoy his majefty's fubje&s* but as 
" conftrained by dire neceffity, to purchafe corn for 



<c the lulififtance of our family, at the hands of thof< 
u who have lignalized their humanity,, not only in 

" foppty * n S* nat i ycs > hut opening a trade to ftrangers 
in general. That we are brothers, it is prefumed, 
mult appear from the limilitude of our features, 
dur father, Jacob, is an Hebrew by birth ; and 
<c we were in all twelve fons, born to him by four 
women. While they alllivcd, profperity attended 
our family ; but when our brother Jofeph was ta- 
eloquent C6 kenfromus, our calamities accumulated. Our fa- 



te 



Reuben's 



44 



1 



apoiogy 



be other 
brethren 



" ther ftill laments his lofs, and his forrows render us 
inconfolable, as we were when mifchance firft de— 
tc prived us of our deareft brother. During our ab- 
cc fence on this commiflion, the care of our agedpa- 
" rent devolves on our youngefl brother Benjamin. 
" If vou are ftill dubious of our fincerity, you have 
" only to difpatcha meflenger to our father's houfe/' 
Jofeph, being thus afliiredof the welfare both of 
his father and his brother Benjamin, committed 
them to clofe cuftody for further examination. 
Summoning them before him at the expiration of j 
three day s, he thus addrefled them: u Since ye affirm 
cc that ye- came not hither as fpies, or to annoy his 
cc majefty's fubjecls, and aver that ye are brethren, 
" and the fons of Jacob, to convince me of the truth 
ct of your aflertions, let one remain here as a pledge 
" of the integrity of all. The reftfhall be fupplied 
cc with corn, and permitted to go to Canaan, but 
areTmro u under this pofitive injun<ftion,that they bring back 
^amn\ B buV " Wlt ^ 1 t ^ lem their youngeft brother, Benjamin, as 

Simeon is " the fureft teft of their probity. You may be af- 

detained as cc f uret i t ] iat t ] ie hoftage who remains fhall experi- 

apledgeot i i • i n to *>' * 

« ence thekmdelt treatment. 

Alarmed at this propofition, and dreading the ex- 
treme calamity approaching, as another inftance of 
the Divine vengeance for their cruelty to their bro- 
ther Jofeph, they melted into tears : but Reuben re- 
prehended their unfeafonable repentance, and re- 
commended to them a patient fufrmiflion to the Di- 
vine will. This converfati on patTed in the Hebrew 
tongue, which they fuppofednone of thebye-ftanders 
underftood : but Jofeph was fo affected by the lcene, 
that he thought it expedient to retire, left he fliould 
be difcovered by his fenfibility. On his return, 
however, he fele&ed Simeon (a) asbishoftage ; then 
gave them per mi (Hon to purchafe what grain they re- 
quired; and having previoufly commanded his fer- 
vants to put every man's money into the ijiouth of his 
fuck, iiTued orders for their departure* 



<heir re- 
tain. 



CHAP. VII. 



The brethren arrive at Canaan. 



their journey to their father, 
jamin at the reprefentation of Judah 
feph to prove the attachment of his I 
min. Judafcs oration affefts, and 
Jofeph^ who makes himfelf known to 
difpatches than for his fat hsr and fa 



Jacob delivers up Be 

. Scheme of 7. 
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THE brethren proceeded to Canaan, and, on 
their arrival, related to their father the Angu- 
lar events which had befallen them in Egypt ; par- 
ticularly that they had been taken for fpies, and im- 
poftors in their pretence to affinity of blood, info- 
much, that, at the fpecjai requifition of the gover- 
nor, Simeon was left behind as an hoftage, till their 
return with their brother Benjamin, fhould confirm 



(a) It is particularly affigncd as a reafon why Simeon was felecled 
from the reft of his brethren as Jofcph's prifoncr, that he was one of the 
mofl inveterate of all his brethren again ft him. 

(b) It was the cuftom among the ancients for all the provilion to be 
placed on one table, and the maftcr of the feaft to diftriluue to every one 
his portion. Jofeph certainly did this, not only to flicw his particular 
regard-to Benjamin, but alfo to obferve whether the reft would look 
upon their younger brother with the fame envious eye as they had for- 
merly done upon himfelf. The cullom of alloting the largeft portion 



■ 

the truth of what they averred. They therefore in- 
treated Jacob to confent to their younger brother's 
departure with them, as a matter of indifpcnlible ne- 
ceffity; The old man was much dilTatisfied with the 
conduft of his fons, and greatly affe&cd by .the lofs of 
Simeon ; but became inconfolable at the thought of 
refigning Benjamin,whomhe prized dearer thanlife : 
nor could Reuben, with all his folicitations, enforced 
e II by offering his own children as pledges for the fecu- 



tc 



if 



rity of Benjamin, obtain his confent- In this ftate of 
confulion their anxiety was increafed on difcovering 
the money they had paid for the grain inclofed in 
their facks. When their provifion began to fail, and 
famine to ftare them in the face, Jacob was induced 
to deliberate on the injun&ion his fons had received 
of bringing with them their brother Benjamin, with- 
out whom they dared not, on their peril, to return to 
Egypt ; but ftill inclining to heiitate at patting 
with his beft beloved, Judah, of a temper more vehe- 
ment and refolute than the reft, thus addrelfed his 
father on the prefing occalion. " You are too anxi- 
44 ouily, as well, as partially, felicitous for the fafe- 
c< ty of Benjamin, wl\om nothing can befall, either 
tc at home or abroad, without the interference of 
" Divine Providence. Do you not hazard the lofs of 
" your own and our lives through famine, and alfo 
" leave our brother Simeon in a moft perilous fitua- 
44 tion, in thus hefitatingf to comply with what is fo 

indifpenfibly necelTary for the prefervation of us 
all ? Refign, therefore, your fon to the care and 
44 prote&ion of the Almighty, and reft affured that 
I will either reftore him to you in fafety, or perifti 

myfelf in the attempt 

Jkcob, being at length wrought into compliance, JjJ!^ 
delivered up Benjamin to his brethren, together with difficult) 
a double portion of money for the purchafe of the permit 
grain, and the choiceft produce of Canaan, fuch as *J n j ara " 
balm, myrrh, turpentine, and honey, as prefentsfo* Itthim 
the governor. The feparation was mutually affe<3> P nti »w 
ing ; the father being anxious for the welfare of his n£c°br* 
fons, and'the fons apprehenfive that their departure ^5;^ 
and abfence might put a period to their father's e.v of the h 
iftence before their return* • ffiinc * 

Upon their arrival in Egypt they repaired to Jo-*- j acob . f * 
feph, and, left they fliould be accufed of having frau- fons ar. 
dulehtly conveyed away with them the purchafe mo- Egyp^ 
ney for the formerportion of grain,reprefented to the Simeon i 
fteward, that, without their privacy, the money had bert". U " 
been put into their facks, which, as bound in duty, 
they now brought back with them on their return. 
The fteward diiclaimed any knowledge of the mat- 
ter ; fo that they were not only freed from anxious 
apprehenfion,but greatly encouraged in their expec- 
tations, by Simeon's being fet at full liberty, and 
thereby having the opportunity of conftant inter- 
courfe with them. As foon as Jofeph returned from 
attending on the king,they pr efented their refpe dtive 
gifts, ana he was made happy in hearing, on enquiry^ 
of the welfare of his father ; but when he beheld 
Benjamin, and the brethren replied in the affirma- 
tive, on his aikin^, Is this your youngeft brother i 
he could not refrain from exclaiming, 44 The provi- 
dence of God direfteth all things," which having 
pronounced, fuch was his agitation of mind, that 
he withdrew, left his tears fliould betray him to his 
brethren. In the evening he invited them to a ban- . 
quet, and caufing them to be placed in the fame or- tcrwmsS 
der as they were wont to be at their father's table, 
treated them courteoufly ; but difcovered a particu- 
lar attachment to Benjamin, in alloting him a double 
portion of whatever was ferved up, (£) . 

During the time of repofe, after the banquet, he 
ordered every man's fack to be filled, and the money Gcn.xKt. 
to be depoflted as before ; but the fteward was di- '» 
re&ed to convey into Benjamin's fack the goblet, out order to 
of which the governor himfelf ufually drank. This J^jJl! 

thren, PJ 

■ tendsttii 

the yoi 

nt the banquets of ute anttents to any particular perfon, by way of pre- had bees 
ference, was pra&tfcd in Homers days, appears horn Againemnen's guilry o* 
fpeech to Idomencus : ' *hcfu 

For this in banquets, when the generous bowls 
Reftore our blood, and raife the warriors* fouls, 
Tho' all the reft with ftated rules are bound, 
Unmix'd, unmeafur'd arc thy goblets crown'd. 
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was done in order to put to the teft the affe&ion of 
his brethren for Benjamin, in ftanding by him in 
cafe of an accufation of theft, or to deteft their 
r hypocritical collufion in deferting, and leaving him 

to be punifhed as a malefa&or, and returning to 
their father unconcerned at the event. 

ThenecefTary preparations being made,according 
to Jofeph's orders, they fet out on their journey 
early in the morning, rejoicing in the view of re- 
ftoring both Simeon and Benjamin to the arms of 
their aged, doating parent : but their joy was fooh 
damped, by being mddenly overtaken and aflaulted, 
The brc- by a troop of horfemen, amongft whom was the 

• hrcn ar t C cdP art y conve y e d the goblet into Benjamin's fack . 
onVhSr Reproaching the foldiers with violating the laws of 
journey, hofpitality, by fo fudden a reverfe of behaviour, 

they were loadedby them with the fevereft inve&ives 
for returning evil for good, and trefpaffing on the 
Accufed of humanity of the governor, in the commiflion of a 
theft. theft, which, however they might have concealed, 

from the obfervation of the officer who attended at 
table, they could not hide from God's all-feeing eye; 
and demanded how they could be fo ftupidly infen- 
fible, as to indulge a hope of efcaping the punifh- 
mentdue to fo flagrant a crime ? 

In this manner were they reviled and tormented by 
the Egyptians ; whilft, armed with confcious inno- 
cence, they exprefled the greateft furprize that eVen 
a fuipicion fliould be entertained of their integrity, 
after having offered to reftore the money formerly 
depofited in their facks, without, at leaft, the con- 
feffed privacy of any perfon whatever ; and this they 
repeatedly alledged to invalidate the accufation. 

To give, however, their affailants ample fatisfac- 
tion, they defiredthemtofearch their facks, fubjecft- 
ing themfelves individually to condign punifhment, 
if any one of them was proved guilty of the theft 
with which they were charged. The propofal was 
agreed to, with this exception, that punifhment 
fliould only be inflated on the guilty- They then pro- 
ceeded to the fearch, and making the fcrutiny ac- 
cording to feniority, they at laft came to Benjamin's 
fack, where,accordingto their pre vious knowledge, 
the goblet of courfe was found. The reft being ex- 
culpated, and affured of the integrity of Benjamin, 
were upbraiding their purfuers for detaining them 
folong from their journey, at the very inftant the 
goblet was found in Ijis lack, a circumftance equally 
furprifing and affli6tiv«, from the confederation of 
their brother's being expofed to immediate death, 
and their confequent inability of producing him, ac- 
cording to folemn promife, to their father, on their 
return. To aggravate their grief, this calamity befel 
themwhentheyleaftfiifpe&edit ; norcouldthey but 
confider themfelves,from their preffing importunity 

with their father to confent to Benjamin's departure, 
as the authors ofthefe remedilefs evils. 

The Egyptians having fecured Benjamin, COn- 
iieuined duftedhirn, accompanied by his forrowful brothers, 
>r theft. un to Jofeph, who, to carry on the defign, thus 

fternly upbraided them : 44 Bafeft of men, (laid he,) 
is it thus you acknowledge the bounty of Provi- 



Benjarnin 



c< dence, or requite my hofpitality, in fb glaring an 
44 inftance of injuftice and ingratitude ?" They all 
mournfully replied, they were really ready to fuffer 
in the place of Benjamin, reproaching themfelves, 
at the fame time, in their own language, with their 
treatment of Jofeph, who was happy (if dead,) in 
being exempt from the cafualties incidental to bu- 
rn anlife, and inferring, (ifliving,) that the Almigh- 
ty had infli&ed this punifhment on them for his fake . 
Reuben alfb awakened in their minds a. moft poig- 
nant fenfe of their cruel behaviour towards their 
virtuous and innocent brother. 

Jofeph then difmifled them alias exculpated, the 
conviA Benjamin excepted, declaring, that as he 
could not confeientioufly punifh the innocent for the 
guilty, or releafe the guilty at the requifition of the 
innocent, he fliould therefore only detain Benjamin, 
and defired that the reft might depart in peace, aflu- 
ring them of fafe conduft in theii*' way. Equally 
alarmed and affe&ed by thefe expreflions,they ffcood, 
as it were, fpeechlefs. Judah, who had before fig- 
nalized himfelf in the very occafion of prevailing 

■ 

(a) In all this fpecch of JuJah, we may obferve, that Jofephus (HI! 
fuppofed, that death was the punifhment of theft in Egypt in the days of 

Jofeph, though it never was fo among the Jews by the Jaw of Mofes. 

No. 3. 
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with his father to fend Benjamin with them, thui 
replied, in the name of the reft : 

* 4 We acknowledge, my Lord, that the crime of J nd ^ h '* , 
44 which our younjreft brother ftands guilty, merits behaT"of 
" the fevereft punifliment ; and fliould abfblutely ^j^- 
defpair of his life, were it not for the proofs we maftcriy. 
have had of your clemency and goodnefs. Suffer 
yourfelf, therefore, to be actuated in this matter, 
not by the rigid maxims of diftributive juftice, 
but by that god-like benevolence which fo emi- 
41 nently adorns your character. Let not thofe pe- 
44 rifli who throw themfelves on your mercy j and as 
cc you have delivered us from tne famine, the moft 
" horrid of deaths, by a liberal fupply of our wants, 
deign to extend your compaffion, and fpare the 
lives you vouchfafed to preferve. By thefe means 
(aspreferving and (paring life are equally objetfts 
of mercy) your goodnefs will be enhanced ; and to * 
you we {hall ftand indebted, not only for the means 
44 offubfiftence,butfor exiftenceitfelf. Itfeemsthat 
u the Wife Difpofer of Events has now afforded you 
44 a Angular opportunity for the difplay of that moft 
amiable of virtues, the pardon of an injury :' let it 
be known then, that you are as humane as liberal j 
44 as merciful as charitable. It is praife-worthy to 
relieve the diftrefles of the indigent ; but exalted 
chara&ers difplay a clemency almoft divine, when 
they remit punifhment to offences committed 
44 againft themfelves. I am induced to be thus im- 
44 portunate, from a confeioufnefs of our father's 
44 mconfolable grief for the fate of our brother Ben- 
jamin, as wellas a defire of your adding to the ho- » 
" nours you have already acquired. Our own lives 
we confider of little moment, and would willingly 
44 refignthem, were it not for the anxiety our deaths 
44 would fiirely give an aged parent. For his fake, 
not our own ; for the fake of a father eminent for 
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his piety and virtue, and to avert the miferies our 
punifhment muft inevitably entail on him, we are 
now your humble fupplicants. The tidings of otir 
fate, with the infamy of thecaufe, would put a 
period to his exiftence. Let lenity, then, for our 
venerable parent plead in our favour. It is y ours 
44 either to take or fpare our lives. Pronounce the 
44 pardon, and live long to reap the reward of con- 
44 fcious goodnefs, of imitating the brighteft of all 
44 the Divine Perfections : fo fhall the Almighty and 
Univerfal Father crown you with numberlefs blef- 

44 fings,forcompaffionatingthecafeofthe agedja- 
44 cob. In pardoning our brother, you give life to 
44 us all ; inafmuch as our lives depend upon his* 
44 We cannot return to our father but with Benja- 
44 min. If you remain inexorable, we only requeft to. 
44 be included in the punifhment, as if we had been 
44 accomplices in the guilt ; a more eligible death 
44 than, in confequence of the lofs of our brother, 
44 laying violent hands on ourfelves. I there might 
44 plead his youth and want of experience, but thefe 
4 confiderations your candour will fuggeft : fo that 
4 1 will clofe the addrefs Ihave the honour to prefer, 
44 with fhewing, that, whether we are condemned 
44 through the inability of the advocate, or abfolved 
44 through the fpontaneous clemency of the judge, 
44 the merit will be wholly yours. If, after all, my 
44 Lord, you adjudge him to death, admit me as his 
44 fubftitute, and vicarious vi<ftim ; but if you are 
44 pleafed to fentence him to flavery, I offer my fe If in 
44 his place to bear the fevereft hardfhips, (a) 

Judah and his brethren now fell proftrate at the 
feet of Jofeph, (£) whofe feelings were fo ftrongly 
impreffed, that, having difmifFed his attendants, 
he thus difclofed himfelf : • 

44 1 cannot but applaud the affe&ionyouhavefhewn 
44 foryour brother Benjamin, efpeciallyas^ upon for- i^&cf^ 
* c mer occafions, you have been fd nruch wanting in 
44 fraternal regard for me. In this inftance I have himfdf 
44 put your difpofition to the teft, and, from your 
44 prefent behaviour, am difpofed to impute the evils thrcn; ~ 
<4 which, through your proceedings, befel me, to 
" the will of God, for wife and gracious purpofes. 
44 The information I receive of my father's welfare, 
u together with the manifeft proofs of your ardent 
cc affe&ion for my youngeft brother, afford me the 
" fupremeft pleafure j lo that I blot from my re- 



(6) Herein we fee Jofeph's dream of the wheat •(heaves 
fulfilled in the very humiliating and lingular fubmiflion ihcwr 
by his brethren. 
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" incmbrahcfc all former tranfa&ions,efteemingyou u the contrary, who imagine that we are not Mefo- 



" theagents of Providence, inraifingme to my pre- 
u fent exalted fituation, and convinced that it thus 
" pieafed God to bring good out of evil. Return 
" home with thefe joyful tidings toyourfather, and 
" fliare with him the common blefling a bountiful 
i( Providence has imparted left he die with grief, 
u and I am deprived of the happinefs of an inter- 



view. 



This Inp- 



W t 



the fccoiul 



back, to 
their t.i- 



Now depart, and bring back as fpeedily as 
" poffible, your father, with all your refpe&ive fa- 
" milies into Egypt, that you may participate with 
" me the bleflings of plenty, during the five years 
of the famine yet unexpired, 
tnu-iccom S tun g with remorfe at their former treatment of 

yesr ot'thc fo affectionate a brother,tearsfupprefled their verbal 
Famine acknowledgement of his extraordinary goodnefs. 

Jofeph, however, cordially embraced, and prepared 
The ifr;r- for them a magnificent entertainment ; after which 
litcsao " they were honored with tokens of the royal munifi- 
cence, as prejfents for themfelves, their father and 
ther with families ; and then difmifled by Jofeph, with many 
fenwm* 5 " prefents of fraternal regard ; which was fliewn to 
rheii hands hi s youngeft brother, Benjamin, in a moftdiftinguifti- 

ed manner. 

■ 
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GAAP. VIII. 

Divine appearance to Jacob upon an extraordinary occa- 
fion. He profecutcs his journey into Egypt with his 
family. Their names. Jjfefting interview between 
Jofeph and his father , who is well received by Pharoah. 

' dful 

length ceafes. 



J 0 fcph*s policy increafes the nationa 
venue. Death of Jacob , and afterwards of Jofeph 
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i to 34. 
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Jacob fecks 
the Divine 
itfrcdlion 
as to his 
journey 

into Egypt. 



HEN Jacob learnt from his fons, on their re- 
turn,* that Jofeph was not only alive, but had 
attained to a degree of pre-eminence in Egypt next 
to the king himfelf, he returned unfeigned thanks 
to the Supreme Governor of the Univerfe for his in- 
finite mercies towards him, after he had been tolled 
along time to and fro on the billows of adverfity, 
and then made the neceflary preparations for pay- 
ing him a vifit* 

When he came near the Well of the Covenant, 
he offered an oblation to God ; but apprehenfive 
that the fertility of the foil of Egypt might induce 
his pofterity to fix their refidence on that {pot, by 
which means they would of courfe lofe pofleffion of 
the promifed land of Canaan, he began to entertain 
doubts whether his propofed journey had the Divine 
fancftion, and alfo whether his life fliould be prolong- 
ed to Ice his darling fon Jofeph, till it pieafed the 
Almighty to give him an extraordinary manifefta- 
tion of his Divine will. 

One night on the journey he fellinto^a profound 
deep, and being twice diftinftly called on byname, 
and alking who it was that called him, he received 
from the Divine voice the following intimation : 
the Divine u Doft thou not know, O Jacob, that I am the God 
a n »wranee. c c avIio protected thee and thy anceftors, who appear- 

" cd for thee in all thy exigencies ? who, contrary 
c< to thy father's intention fecured to thee thine inhe- 
" ritance ? who brought about thy marriage in Me- 
" fopotamia, andcffc&cd thy return into thine own 
c< country, crowned with opulence and a numerous 
" progeny ? When Jofeph to all appearance, was 
<c loft, did I not raife him in Egypt to a dignity ex- 
u alted next to that of a king ? The defign or my 
u prefent appearance is, to diredl thee in thy jour- 
" ney, and to foretell that thouftialt depart this life 
u in the arms .of thy fon Jofeph, and that your de- 
" fcendants fliall become a mighty nation, andpof- 
fefs the land which I have promifed them," 
Animated by this vifion, heprofecuted his journey 
into Egypt with greater alacrity, having with him 
his fons with their families, amounting to threefcore 
and ten per fons. Their names, on account of their 
harflineis, I fliould have omitted, were it not necef- 
lary to mention them, irj order to convince thofeto 



He is fo- 
Vored with 
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(a) The Egyptian priefis were the whole body of the nobility of the 
land. They were the king's counfcllors, and (according to Diodorus 
Siculns) in fome tilings his joint agents. They were the moft learned 
body of the nation, particularly in aflronomy. Tlicy alfo acled as ma* 
j»illrares, and filM the chief offices of /late ; for the original word 
equally liguiHes prince and prirft. Hence wc fee the rcafon why Jo- 



potamians, but Egyptians 

The fons of Jacob jjyere twelve, of whom Jofeph 
went long before the reft into Egypt. The others jacobaii 
are thefe, with their fons : Reuben, who had four 
fons, Hanoch, Phallu, Aflaron, and Char mi, Si-* 
meon, who had fix, Jamucl, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, 
Zoar, and Sliaul. Levi, who had three, Garfon, 
Chaath, andMerari. Judah, who had alfo three. Sa- 
lah, Pharez, and Zarah ; and two grandfons by 
Phares, Efron and Amyr. IfTachar, who had four, 
Thulas, Phuas, and Samaron. Zebulon, who had 
three, Saran, Elon, and Jalel. Thefe were the chil- 
dren that Jacob had by Leah, who carried with her 
Dinah, her daughter ; the number of whom, with 
their offspring and attendants, amounted to thirty- 
three perfons. Jacob had, by Rachael, two fons, Jo- 
feph and Benjamin. From the former defcendedMa- 
nafles and Ephraim ; from the latter, Bolau, Bac- 
charis, Afabel, Gera, Naaman, Ics, Ros, Momphis, 
Opphis, and Arad, who, added to the other thirty- 
three, amount to the number of forty-feven. 

Thefe were the legitimate iflue of Jacob. By Bil- 
hah* his concubine, he had two fons, Dan and Naph- 
thali. The former had only one fon, Ufis ; but the * 
latter had four, Jefel, Guni, Iflares, and Sellim, 
which, added to the above number* make fifty-four. 
By Zilpah, his other concubine, Jacob had two fons, 
Gad and AfTar. The former had feven fons, Sopho- 
nias, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, Aerin, Eroed* and A- 
riel. The latter had one daughter, Sarah, and fix ' 
fons, Jomnes, Ifus, Ifiiis, Baris, Abar, and Melchiel ; 
which fixteen, added tb the former, amount to fe- 
venty perfons, without including Jacob himfelf. 

As they drew near their journey's end, Judah was 
dilpatched to announce his father's approach unto 
Jofeph, who immediately fet out to meet him. The 
interview happened at a place called Heros, or Heli- 
opolis, and was of fo affedting a nature, that both fa- Affray 
ther and fon almoft funk under mutual tranfport. Leniea 
Jofeph defired his aged parent to proceed by flow {J^M 
and eafy journies, while he himfelf, taking fiyfc of jofcjtj 
his brethren, haftened to the king to pay their de- 
voirs, before the arrival of the reft of the family in 
his dominions. 

Pharaoh, pieafed with the neWSj enquired of Jo- 
feph into the nature of their occupations, in order 
that he might aflignthem proper employment. He 
replied, that they had, in general, been trained to 
rural purfuits, and that the paftoral life was what 
they moftly affe&ed. The defign of this anfwer was, 
that, by living con tiguoufly, they might be thebetter 
able to concur in their affiduities to their aged father; 
and alfo to fupprefs any envious emotions in the 
minds of the natives, that might arife from the fa- 
mily interfering with their profeflions, as the Egyp- 
tians had little or no knowledge of pafturage. 

When Jacob was introduced to the kino;, and had 
paid his obedience with the ufiial fprmafities, Pha- 
raoh courteoufly raifed him, and enquired his age. 



i 
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Being anfwered one hundred and thirty,and exprefs- 
ing much furprife, Jacpb gave him to understand, 
that the lives of his anceftors had been extended to a 
much greater length. The king then gave permif- 
fionto him and his family torefide at Heliopolis. { 
As the earth received no moifture, either from the xhefa^ 
kindly rain of heaven, or the ufual overflowing of mine*! 
the Nile, the famine raged, of courfe, with more Egypt! 
feverity, and horrid were the calamities thereby en- 
tailed. The lituation of the poorer and common 
fort was piteous bey ond defcription ; for, having laid 
in but a very fcanty ftore, and not being able to ob- 
tain a fiipply without ready money, when that was 
exhaufted, they were reduced to theneceflity of ex- 
changing their cattle, flaves, lands, nay their laft 
little ail, to procure grain from the king's granaries, 
toprotraft a needy miferable life. When, by thefe 
means, they became totally deftitutc, they were aban- 
doned to a defolate world, that the king might fecure 
their bartered pofleflions : but the priefts (a) were 



feph did not pnrchnfe their lands, namely, from the greatnefs of their 
authority, which rendered their pertbns, and confequently their c/lates, 
too facred to he taxed, or alienated to the crown. The kingc, during 
the famine, diftribntcd to them provifions fofHcient for their fubiidcncc ; 
fo that they were not under the neceffity of felling their land?. 
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exempted from this f igonftts treatment,and permit- 
ted to continue In the pofTeffidiiiJjf their landed pro- 

cl . a | calamity of 



Such, however* was t 



p ert y 

the nation, that the minds 



tt&bpdlt* of the people 



werfe aJFeAed to the greatilt degree,, and equally 
embdrrafled to devifd ttifeanS of fiibfiftence. 
The policy But when, at length the river overflowed, watered 
«he J govc5' the e&ith, revived drooping nature, and produced d 
nur, proves fertile afpeft, Jofeph-made the tour of the kihg- 
fortunatc. dori ^ ahd f ummoil ihg' the refpetfive landholder 

ah Egypt reftored to them fiich parts as they had fold to the 
paysafitth king, oh condition of their paying a fifth, as tri- 
fruitsto" bute to him by virtue, of His prerogative ; and then 
li . , " kin i ? :. enjoined them to t\i6 fame diligence in their im- 
Swiandf provements, as if they were to derive the emdlti- 
°lki\s. ments refulting from the whole. 
F " Tranfported at the returning profpedfe of pleiity, 

and the reftitutioh of their laifded property, the 
people applied tliemfelveS to agriculture with tihre- 
mittihg afliduity ; fo that, by this well-timed aft of 
policy, Jofeph eftablifhed his own authority iii 
Egypt, and increafed the (landing revenue of all 
its fuccceding monarchs. 

The good old Jacob* having refided with his fa- 
mily in Egypt feventeen years, at length expired in 
the prefehce of his fons, in the 147th year of his age. 
After commending theth to the Divine blefling itiiA 
protection, and prophefyihg that the pofterity 6f 
each of them fhould hereafter poflefs a patt of the 
land of Canaan, as well as beftowing the higlteft-eh- 
comutms on Jofeph, for his Angular piety towards 
God, and parental and fraterWu affecftion towards 
him and his brethren, he enjoined them to receive 
Jofcph's fons Ephraim and MariaffeS irtto their num- 
ber, and admit tlierii to a participation of the lafui 
of Canaan, when it fhould be divided according to 
the Divine predi&iori; His lalfcr&jueft waVthkthe 
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might be interred in Hebron. 



Jacob, in piety and virtue, followed the example 

^ _ of his worthy progenitors* and Mtes as eminently £|- 

ufoHiU tr ° rare d by efpecial tokeiis> of the Divine rcgard.ana 
* or 115 protection. Bythe khig^ perfntiffion!, Jofeph caufed 

his body to be conveyed to Hebron? and .thire inter- 
red him, with dtie honours, inthd fepulchrai tpmbrof 
his anceftcfrsu When the funeral rites were perform-, 
ed, his brethren expifelFcd mttch fceluAance at re- 
turning to Egypt ; (till appfehenfive, from confekras 
guilt, of Jofeph'srefentm^'nt^efpecially as tKejnbad 
loft their advocate hi. the deathsif their father ; but 
he quieted their fufpicions, broriglit theriiback, en- 
dowed them with large poffeffions, and continued to 
fliew them every inftance of brotherly kindnefs. : 

This eminent character priid the debt of nature 
when he had attained to the age of iio years*. Jo- 
iviei him- feph pofTeifed very lirigular and fhinirig talents, 
L " equally adapted to acquire and maintain the hisfheft 
y?.ir5. preferments. The reft of the/brethren lived? with 
Gen. i. it. honour, and died in peace inEgypt, and were, atilie 

refpe<5tive periods of their demife, conveyed, by 
their iurviving relatives, %o Hebron, in order to be 
interred in the tomb of their anceftdrs. The bones 
of Jofeph were afterwards conveyed by the He- 
brews, on their departure out of Egypt', irttb Ca- 
naan, according to his' own exprefs injtxfr&ioh, (a) . 
But of this, and other tranfa&ions relative to the 
JewHh nation j we {hall treat in due order ♦ 
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The Hebrews incur the envy of the Egyptians. 
fttbjeSt to Jlavery for 4.00 years. 
Mofes. 



Are 



Prophecy refpeSing 
Pharaoh* s ediEt for the deftruttion of the 
male children of the Hebrews. 



Birth of Mofes. His 
miraculous prefer ration . Adopted by Pharaohs daugh- 
ter. 

* 

Hxod.i. 1. qpKE Egyptians being. addi&ed to luxury and ef- 

X feminate purfuits, and of courfe averfe to la- 
Envy of the b or ious exercifes, it was natiiral for them to con- 

fo^aSe ce ^ ve an Hi-will and hatred towards the Hebrews, 
Hebrews, who, by dint of induftry, crowned with the Divine 

9 

... • - _ • . . • % _ 

(a) The bodies of the Patriarchs were earlier buried at Hebron ; but 
the bones of Jofeph were nop carried otic of Egypt till the exit of the 
Ifraclites. 

(b) Jofcphus^ ^clcar that thefc 

No. 



idwiyeswere Egyptians and not 



blcffing; had rendered themfclvc^ a numerous* nad 




formidable people r , 

The advantages refulting ffbltl the political .ad^ ' 

mihiftratioh of Jtffopli being 'now fofg<bitetij<<s(nd 
the crown , transferred to anothdf Tmei it i>icdmfe 

the ftiidy and delight bf th&Egyfti&M t<*'dc^if& 
means foi- o^prclfingthellebK^iJ ^ ihbh aj* &*Hi& * 
treliches for carryitlg 6fF th&tiVcr Wile in fma 
ftrcartis/Wicompafling the city with Wall*; atid^i^ 
ing fortifications And brinks, to ptbvetit any ddtks^ 
that might arife frorti inuitdatibhs; The fttt^'ettCtotf* 
pyramids, monnmehts bf Egyptian folly aftd^^fit- 
ty, ivhich remaifi to this day, were raifed f by 'tlic 
art and labour of Our nation, \Vliich wa^ fttbj^fed 
to Egyptian valfalage for the fpace Of - Theifraet 




In prOCefs of time an event Occurred wMWt%ijf- ^ f ? c c a n r ^ 
. perated them more agairift the Hebffcws' 5 f6r$ti&ti£ in bondage 
thelrfcfibes,ormagi(tb\vhofejildgffaeh^^^ in 

thep^of)lfe iri generalpaid amoft irhplicitdefereiicfcy)- 
infoftilihg tlie kin& tftki, abddtthat period} Si^He- ? ; c ^i Qn 
brew male child wOiild be bOf it, Who IhOlild httiilbife Wceraii^ 
the power of the Egyptiadfe, And ekalt tMt :-«f tKe "^ft the 
ifraeiitefc to fo great a degree; ds to apqiiire iiiiMor^ kmg to 
talhoiiotir, Pharaoh, alarmed at Juchihtimathjni in-e^afor 
ftantly iflTued his royal edi<ft, ^dmniahding thkt all Jjgjjgjj" 
male children, hericefot\lrard born td the Ilraelites,- of all the. 
fliouid be immediately caft ihtothfe river and drbwit- f** 



ed. HbUkewife commanded the^Egyptian (i) mid- 
wives minutely to atttiid to thd fTate of the preg- 9 
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naio'cy of the Hebrew wolnen, arid -aririexe'd the pe- 
nalty of death td the whole fairiity df fnch as (hdtdd 
dare to - attempt an evafiori of the purport of the 
edia* by : cdnce^li«^ the birth of airjr child ( - 

The calamity of the Hebrews j -dri tliis occafi brij 
Wa^ bejrdftd defcrij/tiori j iriot ontfitii it iiibjeaedlHertf, 
tdthe idfs 6f their children, ^ttd, ; in fome'degreey 
rendered' thfem accelTary to their deaths, but as it 
muft ei/eritualiy Mye tended td the extirpation of 
their rSfie. Huriiah eiF6rts, however, dpp<>fedf ; t.d the* 
Uiviii^ willi iriuft at length prove aboHire. -Tlie 
. Hebrew child, alluded td by the fcribej wa'S : 
arid brought up, n'ot^tTiftaridlng the' terrdr 'df 
edia, antf the fcruptilbus irivfeftigatlori of the Vz&tgi 
*• *es,"^d-fiv^ : itf;fitowttifc%^i perdfcled-'ebni 

\ AiHratfi, an Hebrew df ridble .Bffth, smSSdnsfirt 

the 13ft ' mgt wm wife's mmticyi both' fern 

niotirei - of ' iiaturWl mm**,* -arid the Jofs this na- 
tidh muft mftaihthf'dufefi-Watrt of m^le progdrfy?. : Had 

reddiirfe, by Father of MercteW^K^ 

all-wife Gdd, that he. would rduclifafe Ms profe'aioit 
to his long favoured people, ahd avert; the impend'-j 
inff ruin that threatened their Nation. ' •' 

The Almfighty appeared to :4imiram in a drestnij 
exHcfriing him to be of good ediirage, hojr d^foair f W crs^he 
as to ftiturd ev^ntsv for the piety of his anceftors p^ycr of 
being ever before him, he would, in due time, ac- avion in 
cdm£!!fh the deliverance of their defendants, a* he Wiatep, 
had formerly ^ iritefpofed iri their favour. He was 
pleafed to remind hirti that lie had brouglit tipi 
Atfaliam al6ne ottt of Mefopotatrxiainto Canaah^and 
tlier'6 placed him in a tflifsftcl lituatroti ; that h$ had ^ 
f^votifed him with a ftfri by his wife, who had Ion 
been barreii ; that he had rendered hischildren rfc 
and powerful, befforvvntg Arabia on Ifhmael, the 
fons of Chetura! t^e country of the Troglodytes, 
and npofr Ifaac the' land of Canaan; andthat the 
name of Jacob had not only acquired renowii 
amongft foreign nations for his perfonal atchiev- 
ments, and the immenfe pofleffions of his defcen-. 
dants, btit that, froni the inconfiderable number of 
70 perfons ifi family, who accompanied their father 
into Egypt, they were now increafed to upwards of 
<5c,coo« He then allured him of his care and protec- 
tion, both as to the nation in general, andhimfelf in 
particular ; that the male child, whofe life the Egyp- 
tians fought, fhotild be born, elude their artifices^ 
effect the deliverance of the Hebrews from their 
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bondage, and obtain thereby an immortal name, not 
only amohgft his riwn people, bat tlftouo;horif iiioft 
diftant realms ; andla'ffily^that'thTs f i^oriou^ inftrtii 
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IfracKtcs^ which is highly propablcj irnbtfhfcing cafy wfu^pofc that 
Pharaoh could truft to the Jfraehiifh midwives tocxcctuc* fdijarbarousa 
command againft their own natiori. • :; ; 
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riicnt fhould hare a brother, who would fill the of- 
fice of high prieft with fuch dignity, as to render it 
perpetual in his family . 
Amram revealed thefe particulars to his wife Jo- 
wvirtcfc- chabei,which 1 onthe firft reflection, rather increased 
7hc b^h ^ ,eir fnfpicions j not only with refpecT: to the fate of 
C ft the child in its infancy, but in advanced life. The 

manner of her delivery, however, foon confirmed 
the Divine intimation ; for a gentle labour,unattend- 
ed with the ufual pains and exclamations, afforded 
anppportunityfor eludingthe vigilence of the (pies;* 
lb that the infant was cheriflied at home three months 
-without detedtion, till Amram, fearing the refult of 
adifcovery, determined to commit him to the care 
and protection of Divine Providence, rather than 
expofe his life, and, indeed, the lives of the whole 
family, to continual danger. 

Forming this refolution, they made a cradle ( ?) 

of wicker, and, after tempering it with pitch to keep 
out the water, placed the child therein, launched "it 
into the ftream, and committed him to the mercy of 
an over-ruling Providence. As it floated down the 
ftream, Mariam, the child's filler, by command of 
the mother, walked on theoppofite bank to watch 
the fate of its innocent, but precious inhabitant, 
when an event took place, that, amongft others, An- 
gularly manifefted the fuperiority of Divine wifejom 
and power, and that the will of God mult be ac- 
complHhed in fpite of all oppofition. 

It happened that Thermuthis, (b) the king's 
thing's daughter, walking by the river fide, obferved the 
Covers cradle floating with the ftream, and ordered fome 
thcinfanc, G f her attendants to bring it onlhore. Whenitap- 
Hi^moThcr proached the bank, and the. princefs difcovercd the 
hurfc S and t* eatures °f * ts beauteous inhabitant, flie broke into 
takes erne ' a raphfody of delight and complacency ; for fuch 
hcJow- 35 ^ ve ; re perfonal attractions of this favourite. of 
fon. 0wn heaven, that even thofe, who at his birth, appeared 

determined on his deftru&ion, were, on beholding 
the ferenity of his countenance, difjpofed. to fliew 

hSlfayour and protection. 

. A woman> at the command of the princefs, being 
brought to fuckle the child, he rejected her breafl, as 
he had thofe of feveral other Egyptian women ; on 
which Mariam, who had now mixed with her reti- 
nue, reprefenting the caufe of difguft as arifing 
from their being of another nation, and recommend- 
ing an Hebrew nurfe, the princefs committed that 
branch of his nurture to her care, declaring an ac- 
quiefcence in her choice. She therefore introduced 
\he mother, unknown to any of the attendants, who 
ivith the pcrmiflion of the princefs, both fuckled 
jrim, and took care of his education. 

To preferve the memory of the accident which be- 
fell this extraordinary perfon at his birth, he was 
called Mofes, or Moyles, which in the Egyptian 
language fignifics Water,, and Yfes ferved. Indeed 
be became, according to the Divine predi&ion, the 
inoft fliining character that ever adorned theHebre w 
nation. According to lineal defcent he was the fe- 
yenth from Abraham, being the fon of Amram, who 
fprungfrom Caleb, whofe father was Levi, the fon of 
* l Jacob, who was born unto Ifaac, the fon of Abraham. 
In his childhood, he gave proofs of knowledge far 
fuperior to his years ; and fo eminent were his men- 
tal abilities, andperfonalattraCtions, that he became 
an object of admiration to all who beheld him. Ther- 
btdin™*' Iputhis, therefore, having no iflue adopted him as 
mental ani her heii*, and presented him to the king her father, 
enaoar- 1 with this addrefs : " I have trained up an infant, as 
Mof» s of ' " Angular for his genius as the fymmetry of hisper- 
° wS * tc fon ; and having miraculoufly received him from 




" the river to which he was committed,am tletcrtmn- 
" cd to adopthim aamy fon, and cftaVliflihimas thy 
" fucccflbr on thefthfone of Egypt/' Having thtu 

faid fhe conveyed hiitwo the arms of herfather,\vho, 
after many fond embraces, to conciliate themind 
of his daughter, put the crown on the child's head j 
but Mofes, with a look of contempt, fnatched it 
from his head, caftit on the ground and fpurnedit 
with his feet ; an a& fuppofed ominous to the ftate. 
The fcribc, who from his nativity, had predicted the 
decline of the Egyptian empire,recommended,from 
this event, his immediate deftruCUon ; obferving, in 
moft pointed terms, to the king, " that theprefage 
concerning this child was amply confirmed by the 
infult offered his dignity inlpurning the crown, and 
that nothing but his death could deliver the Egyp- 
tians from the direftapprehenfious,as wcllasdifap- 
point the Hebrews in their towering expectations 
of his mighty atchievements." But Thermuthis, to 
fecure the life of her favourite, caufed him to be con- 
veyed off; nor did the king fcem difpofed to follow 
the advice of the fcribe. Mofes was therefore edu- 
cated under the immediate care of the princefs, and 
grew up the hope and glory of the Hebrews (r). 
Indeed the Egyptians themfelves began to abate in 
their prejudices ; and concluding, on mature reflec- 
tion, that there was no apparent heir better qualifi- 
ed to promote the inter eft of the ftate, than the fuc- 
ceffor appointed by the king, defiftedfrom their de- 
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CHAP. X. 



Mofes un- 



The Ethiopians make inroads on the Egyptians. 

.Obtains a victory over 

Mar- 



dertakes the conduit of the war. 
the Ethiopians. Jnvefts Saba, their metropolis. 
ries.Tharbis, the king's daughter, on condition of its be- 
ing furrendered to the Egyptians* 



i 




A- N opportunity foon offered for putting the wif- 

XjLdorn as well as prowefs of this extraordinary 
Hebrew to the fevcreft tcft. The Ethiopians, who 
inhabited the lands that lay contiguous to .Egypt, op 
having: made inroads into their country, committed 

ations on the Egyptians, who, to retaliate the 
injuries they had fultained, levied an army, and 
marched againft them j but victory declaring in fa- 
vour of the plunderers, the Egyptians were under a 
neceffity of making an ignominious retreat. . Elated 
with fuccefs, the Ethiopians purfued their fortune, 

and determining to avail themfelves of the advan- 
tages they had already obtained,entcred the country, 

laid all wafte before them, and meeting with no cf- 



their 



Mempl 



he pufillanimity of the inhabitants, 
who tamely fubmitted to the moft flagrant injuries. 

In this perilous fituation the Egyptians had re- 
courfe to the oracle, in order to obtain intimations of 
the means to extricate themfelves from their prefent 
calamites. Being given to underftand, " that they 
fliould make choice of an Hebrew to conduCt the 
war," the king immediately difpatched his mandate 
to his daughter to deliver up Mofes, in order that he 
mig-ht veil in him the command of the Eavptiar 



The Eg; 



army (</) . Having exacted an oath from her father c H n * 
to fecure the indentity of his perfon, the princefs de- £ '{JJjJH 
livered him up, efteemirig it a fortunate event for leader. 
Mofes to be thus fingled out for the defence of the 
country, as well asajuft reproach on thofe fcribes,in 
calling for the afliftance of one, whom they adjudg- 
ed to death* as a common enemy. Mofes, at the in- 



& 
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' (a) Though this cradle, or boat, is faid to have been made with rufli- 
es, it is moft probable that it was formed with flags of the tree papyrus, 
of which the- Egyptians made their paper, and which grew particularly 
6n ihe banks of the Nile. Clemens Alexandrinns exprefsly fays, that 
the vefTcl was made of papyrus, the produrt of the country j and his af» 
fenion is confirmed by feveral other profane writers, 

{b\ Philo fays ih^t this princefs was the king's only daughter ; and 
that being fome time married, whuout having iflue, ihe pretended to be 
1>ig with child, and to be delivered of Mofes, whom Ihe owned as her 
fon. "That he was clleemcd fo is evident from what the npoftle to the 
Hebrew* fays, namely. "That when Mofes was grown up, be fcorncd 
to be thought the fon of Pharaoh's daughter. Sec Heb*. xi. 24. 

[c\ Mofes excelled in wifdotn and conduct ; Aaron, his brother, in 
eloquence. Such is the wife order of Providence, which has defpenfed 



different gifts to different perfons, that they may each be atfifting to one 
another, and knit more firmly the band of fociety ! Thus Polydainus, in 
Homer, Iliad 13, tells Heflor, God gives to different men different ac- 

complements : ' 

To fome the pow'rs of bloody war belong; 

To fome fweet mnfic, and ihe charm of fong ; 

To few, and wond'rous tew, has Jove aflignM 

A wife, extentive, all.confid'nng mind. Pope. 
(d) The hiftory of Mofes, as General of the Egyptians againft tho 
Ethiopians, is not to be found in the facred records, but is cited by Ire- 
naeus, who fays, " that when Mofes was nouriftied in the king's palace, 
" he was appointed general of the army againft the Ethiopians, and con- 
" quered them ; when he married the king's daughter, becaufe, out of 
" heraffeclion for him, ihe dclivcred the city up to lt^i." 
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ftancc of the Icing and prlnccfs, chcarfully under- 
took the command, which gavegmach fatisfaAion 

to thcpriefls of both nations rtJthofe of the Egyp- 
tians, as they chcrifhccl a h<Jpe, that the conqucft 
he might obtain over their enemies, would facilitate 
the means for iiifpatehing him by guile; to thofc of 
the Hebrews, as if he proved able and expert in the 
manoeuvres of the field, he might deliver them from 
their tedious bondage. 
Mofes, therefore, before the enemy was apprifed 

a^imi'hc °f x ^ xe appointment, muftered his forces, and led 
Ethiopians, them, not along the banks of the river, but through 

the main land, in which he difjplayed a ftrikin 
inftance of military (kill. Forefeeingthat an inlan 
march would expofc the troops to great danger, 
from the multitude of ferpents with which the 
country was infefted, and which are of the moft de- 
ftr u Aive and malignant kind,he had recourfc,by way 
of prevention, to an admirable device. Having or- 
dered fome bafkets to be prepared, in the fhape of 
coffers, he . filled them with certain birds, called 
Ibis, [Storks,] and ordered them to be carried as 
part of the baggage. Thefe birds being mortal 
enemies to ferpents, thofe reptiles ever feek to avoid 
them ; but are fometimes overtaken in flight, when 
thev infallibly become their prey. In other inftances 
the birds are harmlefs and tradable; but, as the 
Greeks are acquainted with their fpecies and in- 
ftinA, a further defcription is unnecefTary. 
. On arrival, therefore, in that part of the country 
infefted with thefe ferpents, he caufed the birds to be 
difperfed, thereby totally obviating the annoyance ; 
and coming up with the Ethiopians, lulled in fecu- 
rity, fuddenly charged, routed them, and not only 
blafted their hopes of conquering Egypt, but reta- 
liated amply on the foe the depredations and flaugh- 
ter they had fo lately experienced from them. 

Elated alfo with fuccefs, under the condu A of 
Mofqs, the Egyptians purfued their conquefts, efpe- 
cially.as the enemy feemed driven to a- ftate of de- 
fpair, till at length, having followed them to Saba, 
their metropolis, (fo called by CambyfesMeroe, in 
honour of his fifter,) they laid clofe liege to;<themin 
the garrifon, whither they had betaken themfelves 
for Ihelter. This place was deemed impregnable, 
being aimoft encompafled with the river Nile ; and 
the rapid current of the rivers Aftaphus and Aftabo- 
ra, on the other fide, nearly flopping up the paflage 
to it. Befidcs, it was environed with a very flout 
wall, between which and the rivers ramparts were 
creAed ; fo that it feemed formed by nature and art 
to repel the moft vigorous attack. 

As the enemy would not face him. hi the open field, 
and his army was incompetent to the reduAion of 
their city, Mofes remained in a ftate of embarralf- 
ment, till relieved by an extraordinary incident. 
Tharbis* the daughter of the king of Ethiopia, ftruck 
with admiration of the military achievements and 
perfonal accomplifhments of Mofes, who, in fo fhorta 
time,hadreverfed the fortunes of the Ethiopians and 
the Egyptians, became paflionately enamoured of 
the young hero, and fent fome of her furte to offer 
him her hand. Mofes acceded to the propofal, on 
ia V ,Tnd P condition of the furrender of the city ; folemnly pro- 
;rfeif to mifingto confummate the marriage as fobn as the 
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fent, u fed that as a pretence to juflify hh man- 
date for caufing him to be apyrchendca. 

But Mofes, apprifed of their de/i^n, Withdrew } 
arid to elude the vigilance of the'foldiirs, who were * 

}?ofted in the .roads to intercept him* direAcd jfri* 
light through the deferts, where he encountered the . T , 
greatcft difficulties with invincible fortitifdc <4nd Mo ^ 
magnanimity. Arriving; near a city of the Midiaip,* T(\SSSL 
which is fituated upon the fliore of the Red Sea, and 
takes its name from one of the fons of Abraham by 
Chctura, he fat down near a well to refrefh himfelf 
after the fatigues of his journey ; it being then about 
noon, and the city within fight. An incident afford- i 
ed an opportunity of difplayed his courage,, and 
the improvement of his fortune. • •<>..' 

A drought often prevailing in thefe climates, 1 the 
fliepherds are extremely anxious to reach the wells, 
in order to procure a fufficient fupply of wafer for 
their own herds, left they fhould be anticipated and 
deprived of it by others. To this well repaired: fe- Defc™* ' 
ven virgin daughters of Raguel, other wife Jethro, ^gh£?* 
the prieft, a man of refpeAable charaAer.. Thefe of * a ^eV 
daughters, according to the cuftom of the Trog- or 
lodytes, having the care of their father's flocks, . 
were bufily employed in ferving theln, when thev I 
were rudely interrupted, and driven from the vy ell, :* 
by fome fliepherds, that they might engrofs;the 
water. Mofes, incenfed at a behaviour fo unbecom- 
ing the male charaAer, efpoufed the caufe .of the 
virgins, proteAed them from the infult of the ihep- * 
herds, whom he drove from this fpot, and thereby 
left the well fr6e and unincumbered* 

On their re turn, the virgins, retaining; a grateful 
fenfe of this fignal interpofition in their favour, re- 
lated the circumftance to their father, andintreated||; 
him to fhew fome token of regard for the brave and 
refblute ftranger, who had thus vindicated theirright, 
when invadedby a number of daftardly males. The 
father cb mmendinghis daughters' gratitude for their 
intrepid deliverer, fent for Me fes, in order to confi 
on him a reward due to his merit. He attende 
and was aflured of the grateful fenfe his daughters 
entertained, both of his humanity and his courage. 
After paffing ni^y encomiums on his virtues, he 
added, that hisjgdod offices had not been fhewn to 
filch as were, infenfible of them, or incapable of re- 
warding them, and that he fhould foori meet with an 
adequate compenfation. Soon after he adopted ££ h ™ 
Mofes as his fori, gave him in marriage to his daugh- mo°Su and 
ter Zipporah, and made bim fuperintendant of his ^" r h ^ 
flocks ; an honourable ftation in thofe days, \yhen flocKs. 
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pafturage was the general foorce of wea^h 



CHAP. XII. 




His rod turned 
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terms fhouldbe fulfilled ; fo that this point being fet- 
tled, without delay, he fully accomplifhed the pur- 
port of his coinmiftion, celebrated his nuptials, and 
fent back the Egyptians to their own country. 

CHAP. XI. 

i 

The Egyptians feck the life of Mofes, who fiies into Mi- 
dian. He is prote&ed by Jcthro, and marries his 
daughter. 

THE Egyptians, notwithftanding the very im- 
portant fervices they had fo lately derived from 
Mofes, in the total defeat of their Ethiopian ene- 
mies, could not fupprefs the envy and hatred they 
had imbibed j infomuch, that, fearful he would af- 
fume too great a power, to the prejudice of their 
ftate, and the aggrandizement of his own people, II thegui 
they profecuted their defign of compaffinghis death. 
To this end, they accufed him of murder before the 
king, who, indulging former fufpicions, and pre- 
vailed on by a jealoufy he entertained from his late 



Divine appearance to Mofes in the bujb. 

into a ferpent. Divers miracles wrought to confirm the 
Jfraelttes in their belief of God's promifes* 

MOSES', having received thefe honourable to-Exc<Liii.a. 
kens at the hands of Jethro, refided with him 
as fuperintendant of his flocks. Happening to lead 
the cattle to a mountain, called Sinai, which, though 
abounding with the choiceft herbage, and moft com- 
modioufly fituated for pafturage, had never been 
grazed upon, from an opinion which prevailed, that 
it was the peculiar refidence of theDiety,.-an extra- 
ordinary prodigy appeared to him upon this fpot. 
A flame of fire feemed to feize the whole fubftance of 
a bufli, without affeAing the verdure of the plant, 
the variegated colour of the flowers, or the fruit 
pendant from the branches. To add to his furprize 
and amazement, he heard a voice, ifluingfrom the 
fire, call him diftinAly by name, reprehend his auda- 
city in daring to tread upon ground hitherto invio- 
late, and admonifhhim to depart, nor ftay to indulge 
a criminal curiofity, left, though he was a good and 
virtuous man, awful confequences might enfue. 
The fame voice alfo affiired him, that through the 
Divine proteAion, he Ihould attain to the higheft A moft an- 
il O no ur and dignity amongftmcn ; and commanded ^ciede* 
him to go boldly into Egypt, where he fhould be i:verea out 

ruide and deliverer of the Hebrew nation from 
the ufurpation and bondage of the Egyptians : for bujh. 
(continued* the voice) they fhall.poflefs that fertile 
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country once inhabited by your father Abraham, 
and, through your direAion, enjoy the moft impor- 
aAs of valour I as well as the inftigationof all pre- Jf tant and invaluable bleffinj>'s. It further commanded 
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Ifofes's rod 
turned into 
a Terpen t, 

his right 
band be- 
coming le- 
prous, and 
the water 
turned into 
blood, 
three mira- 
cles encou- 
rage him 
to under- 
take the 
condu& of 
the Israel- 
ites 



him, that) having refcued the Hebrews from Egyp- 
tian bondage, an oblation fhould be offered on this 

very fpoti 

Such were the Intimations communicated to Mofcs 
out of the flame, after which he thus expreffedhis 
wonder and adoration : " To diftruft thy power* 
u manifted to me and my anceftors, would, O Fa- 
ci tlier of Mercies* be culpable in the high eft degree ; 
" yet may I prefume to exprefs my doubts of nty 
<4 ability through want of power ot fpeech, to per- 
cc fuadfc niy countrymen to leave the place they no W 
" inhabit* and follo w me whither I am to conduct 
" them J alfo, of the poffibiiity of prevailing with 
u Phardah to permit them to depart, as, through 
" their toil and induftry, the Egyptians daily in- 
** crcafe in Opulence." 

The Almighty was then pleafed to animate him 
with the promile of every neceflary aid, whether of 
lpeechor at9:ion,fortlieaccomplifhmentof the great 
and important purpofes of his will ; and, to confirm 
the iartic'j ordered him to drop his ftaff upon the 
ground, "which having done, a ierpent crept upon 
the plaGey and winding itfelf into a -circular figure, 
ere&eilhis creft, afc if in defiance of thofe who fhould 
affail hifn, and then refumed its former figure of a 
ftaff. He was then commanded to put his hand into 
his bofom, which having obeyed, he drew it out 
white as Chalk, and foon after it recovered its natural 
Colour. He was next commanded to draw water out 



and pour it on the ground, 

Whilfthe 



of an adjoining well, 
when it appeared of the colour of blood, 
was loft in amazement at thefe wonders, he was ex- 
horted to affiime refolution, and allured that he 
fhould meet with fuchaid as fhould enable him to 
$ overcome every difficulty . He was alfo enjoined to 
difplay thefe figns in the face of men, to eftab- 
lilh them in a belief that he executed the Divine 
commands at the Divine will, and by the Divine 
power and authority. The voice commanded him to 
haften with all pomble fpeed into Egypt, to the re- 
lief of the Hebrews thus grieviOufly oppreffed. 

MofeS> encouraged by thefe extraordinary reve- 
lations of the Divine will and pleafitre, entreated the 
exertion of the fame power in Egypt, if it fhould be 
neceflary . He alfb fupplicated, that the Divine Be* 
ing would deign to communicate to him the appel- 
lation by which he /hould invoke him, when he of- 
fered the oblations according to command, and this 
favour wa5 molt gracioufly Vouchfafed. By this 
efpecial power v^ftecl in Mofes, and the figns which 
appeared -to him in the burning bufti, he was eon- 
firmed in |{ie truth of God's prottii&s of his protec- 
A tion, and rendered fully confident that he fhould 
deliver his countrymen from the., calamities they 
fuffered in Egypt. 

CHAP. XIII. 



r r . 



Mofes departs from Midian to go into Egypt. Entertain- 

Difplays his miracles. 

SAenrs wonders to 



ed by the Hebrews. 



Solicits 



Mofcs Je- 
patts from 
Midian to 
go into 



the king to difmifs the Israelites. 
Pharaoh^ who opprzffes the Hebrews the mort^ and re- 
mains inflexible in his refolution of detaining them. 

* r 

HAVING received authentic intelligence of the 
death of Pharoah, from whofe tj'ranny he had 
fled, Mofes requefted of Jethro permififion to go into 
Egypt, to attempt the deliverance of his country- 
men ; and taking with him his wife Zipporah, the 
daughter of Jethro, and the two children. Gerfliom 
and Eleazcr, whom he had by her j fet forward ac- 
cordingly. Gerfhom in the Hebrew language, fig- 
m&es foreign and Elcazar favoured by God ; and thefe 

names were given them as a token that Mofes had 
efcaped from amongft the Egyptians by the affif- 
tance of the God of his fathers. 

As he approached the borders, he was met on fpe- 
cial appointment, by his brother Aaron, to whom 
he communicated the revelation of the Divine will, 
as he had received it on the mountain. As they ad- 
vanced, the principal men of their nation came forth 
to meet them ; when it was found reqnifite for Mofes 
to difplay his power of working miracles, as the 
moft effectual means of gaining their confidence in 
the Divine promife, that theyfhbuld be delivered 



— —j 

from their bppreffion* When he found that the He- 
brew*, animated bjtei fplrit of liberty, were difpoicd 
implicitly to obe«Photcver he fhould enjoin them 



heprefented himfe 



Mofci 



re the king, £ who had lately ^ 



fucceeded to the throne) and having laid before him 
the fignal ferVieea he had rendered the Egyptians,at 
the very juncture of th£ir fnftaining the molt igno- dccfaV« 

miniotts treatment from the Ethiopians, whohad ra- jj! r c f £££ 
vaged their country, and rendered them a bye-word f«na 
amongft nations, recapitulated the dangers he had sS/ 
encountered for their deliverance, stud recited the 
occurrences that had palled on Mount Siilai, togtj-'- 
ther with the extraordinary revelations communi- 
cated to him there, he exhorted the kiiig by no 
jneattfc to oppofe the Divine will. 

Ph&rbah treated his f eprefentation with raillery ; 

whereupon Mofes proceeded to difplay the miracles 

as wrought upon tht mount : bit t this, inftead of 
convincing, incenfed him the more, in fomueh that 
he reviled Mofes as aflavelatfcly dfcftped fromllgyp- 
tian bondage, who now endeavoured >by the aid of 
magic, to impofe hiirifelf bii the Credulity of the pe~d-t 
pie, as a mighty matt of wifdorii-ailtl valour/ To; 
confirm his opinion, tlife king ordered fame magi- 
cians to be called hi* and to deifionllrate that tlib 
Egyptians 

Mofes declai 

he affirmed, mere huniaft deviedfe t6 r tfelude the vul-s 
gar. The magicians> at the royal command, cafting' 
their rods on the grouiid, they became to appear- 
ance, ferpents. Mofes, unaffected by this cirenm- 
ftance, cooly aflured the king, that though he by 
no means defpifed the learning tit abilities of the Hew 
Egyptians, the ligns he had wrought as far furpalfibct skicdi, 
their magic art, as the Divine power tranfeeflds the j^S" 
human. To demonftratfc this, ht dropped hife ftaff oil i gypE 
the ground commanding that it fhould change Into 

a ferpent. The transformation wasinftant: and with a 

- - - - . - . vinc 

produced by the art of the magicians, Mofes took ! 

Mofcs't 
rodde-. 



were Ikilled hi thofe arts, which, though 
ared therii to be Divine Operations, Were/ 
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that particular (a) ferpfcnt having devoured thofe 



vours 



it up and it reaffuiiied its form of a ftaff. 

But this effort, on the part of Mofes, had the fame 
effect with the king; as the former s therefore, to re- J? ftit5M 
taliatd what he judged ah imjiofitlon to reflect dif- thcE 
gracie On the Egyptians^ he iflued immediate orders 



cians. 



to the fuperinteiidartts of the Works t5 double their 
tafks^nor grant them the leaftinterhliffion from the* The 
fevereft labour. Tb add to their toil, they were no ^ vs 
longer indulged with ftraw to make bricks, but re- more 
duCed tb the neceffity Of providing that material in 
the nighttime, after they had been fatigued with 
the exceflive hardfliips of the day. 

Mofes, however, was not in the ieaft difmayed, 
either at the menaces of the king, or the vexatious 
importunity of his country men ; but- bravely perfe- 
vered in the defigh he was determined to accomplifh . 
To this end he applied to the kuigfor pertniflfibii for 
the Hebrews tb go to Mount Sinai, tb offer up a So- 
lemn oblation to God. - He urged, his importunity, 
by reprefenting the importance of the Divine fa- Mofti 
vour on the one hand, and the indignation and con- ^ v e 
feqttent calamities he Would entail on himfelf, his to 
children, and people, on the other hand, fliooldhe, jjf n 6 | 
by perfeVeriilg in his obftinacy, render then 1 ! objects ftiniK 
of the Divine vengeance. He concluded, however, 
with declaring, that, at all events, the Hebrews «Fea 
would effed: their deliverance, and the Egyptians 
meet with the punifhment due tb their obftinacy 
and difobedience. 



(a) This was a fufKcientdcmonftration of the fup^rior power by which 

lUofes z&cA above theirs i which mi-rht have convinced Pharaoh, if his 



CHAP. XIV, 

The ten plagues of Egypt, lnfiitution of the Paffover. 

AS Pharaoh ftill continued obdurate, and defpifed 
both the menaces and admonitions of Mofes, the 
fevereft calamities foonbefel the Egyptian nation. 
To thefe I fhal! circumftantially attend for three di- 
ftinft caufes, viz. as they were pnnifhments never 
inflicted on any nation before ; as^tliey confirmidthe 
predictions of Mofes ; and as they affbrd a leflori to 
mankind, itot to incur the Divine difpleafure, by an 
obfttnatepcrfeverance or difobedience tb his will. 

The fir ft calamity tha* befel thei^yptia^s was <he iftp^ 
river Nile being turned into blood, fe^ that the j>e^J>le JJ< 

magacians had not perluadcd him that they would in time flicw a power 

furcrior to Mofcs. i 
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were deprived of all means of quenching their tlilr/l, 
as tlicy had no other fountain of filter : beiides, the 
water was not only changed in colour, but in qua- 
lity, and affe&cd thofe, whofe parching thirft com- 
pelled them to drink, with the fcverclf pains. To 
the Hebrews its former tafte remained, and it there- 
fore anfwered its former purpofes. 

Prevailed on by this alarming incident, Pharaoh 
ifftied his licence for the departure of the Hebrews ; 
but the caufe no fooner ceafed than he revoked it* 
plague- The whole country was then infefted with frogs (a ), 
tuSof fil- w hi c k abounded in the river to fuch a degree, that, 
th/f?ogs.~ dying and becoming putrified, the water was ren- 
dered naufeous and loathfome. They alfo corrupted 
their food of every kind, and caufed a flench to ex- 
hale deadly and poifonous initseffectsi This cala- 
mity inclined the king to recoil again ; and he no 
fooner confented that Mofes fhould proceed on his 
journey, with the Hebrews, than it ceafed, and the 
face of nature re-aflumed its wonted form • But this 
plague was no fooner removed, than the obftinacy of 
Pharaoh brought on a third, which was a fwarm of 
lice, that corroded the bodies of the Egyptians in a 
moft miraculous manner ; nor could any means be 
found to counteract the malignity of thefe peflife- 
rous vermin, or effect their extirpation. Pharaoh, 
. again dreading the extermination of his fubje&s in 
a manner of all others moft infamous, gave the He- 
brews aflurance of their departure, on condition that 
their wives and children fhould be left behind as ho- 
ftages for their return. This incenfed the Almighty 
the more, as it carried with it a prefumptuous hope 
of over-ruling his Divine will, and argued a belief 

that it wasMofes,andnotProvidence,thatinterpofed 
in behalf of the Hebrews. The land was therefore 
covered with a vaft variety of flies and infe&s, which 

ofaic?° e ' not on ty P rove d fatal to manyperfons, but totally 

fiifpended the purfuit of agriculture ; for what they 
yth plague, didnot diftroy was killed by a diftemper,that was alfo 
Ac'SriS? baneful to the cattle. Notwithstanding thefe di- 

ftrefles, Pharaoh remained inflexible, nor would fuf- 
fer the Hebrews to depart,but on the before mention- 
ed conditions.- The Almighty was therefore pleafed 
to nunifh his contumacy with forer afflictions . The 



3 J plague 
Lire. 



Of ulcers. 



Egyptians were covered with 



which proved mortal to many : but the king ftill 
f erfeyering in his obftinacy, an extraordinary kind 
7th plague, of hail, fuch as had never been feen before in Egypt 
Hail. poured down in torrents, and inftantaneoufly de- 

ftroyed the fruits of the earth. This was followed by 
a fwarm of locufts (/>) , which nipped the rifinggrain, 
and blafted all their hopes of harveft. 

Such judgments might be deemed fiifficient to 
foften the moft obdurate heart, and enforce acqui- 
efcence with the Divine will ; but Pharaoh, infti- 
gated by malice, facrificed his fiibje&s to his obfti- 
nacy, and impioufly fet the Almighty at defiance. 
He at length enjoined Mofes to lead away the He- 
brews with their wives, but to leave their effe&s be- 
hind them, as an equivalent for the lofs the Egyp- 
tians had fuftained on their account. 

Whilft Mofes was.remonftratiug with him on the 
injuftice of this propofal, which, if complied with, 
would take from them the means of offering an ob- 
? Kr«Sp lation to God, an impenetrable darknefs, or fog, 
arkaefi. overfpread the land of Egypt, which deprived many 

of their fight, and* by flopping refpiration, proved 
mortal to others. The darknefs having continued 
three days, and as many nights, without producing 
the due effect upon Pharaoh, Mofes at length thus 
addrefledhim. cc How long will you perfift to tram- 
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" pic on the counfel of the Moft High ? It is the 
€t Divine command that the Hebrews depart ; nor 

'* can you be freed from the curies* of the Almighty 
" but by obedience to His .will." Incenfed at this 
peremptory obfervation, the kin^ threatened him ; ^ 
with the lofs of his head, if he even dared to renew* , ' -f 
his importunities in his prefencei.. Mofes replied^ 
that he fhould urge him no further, but that, in a 
fliort time, both nimfelf and the principal of his 
fubjefts would entreat the Hebrews i o depart j 
which faid, he withdrew. . " 

But the Almighty, being pleafed to give another 
proof of his vengeance againft the Egyptians^ com- 
manded Mofes to enjoin. the people to prepare the 

facrifice by the tenth day of the month Xahthicus^ 
thatitmfght be celebrated on the fourteenth of the 
fame month, and that lie fhould then lead the Her 
brews away, with -all their effe&si This month is 
called by the Egyptians Pharmuthi, by the Hebrews 
Nifan^ and by the Macedonians Xanthictis.' , Mofes 
accordingly caufed the rieceffairy preparations to be 
made ; and, on the dawn of the fourteenth day, the 
whole people (drawn up ready for a march) offered 

facrifice, and, with fmall bundles of hylTop,* purified 
their houfes, fpHnkling them with blood. Having , 
fupped, they burned therelidiie of the meat, as be- 
ing on the point of departure. To this day we retain 
this cuftom, calling the feftitfal Pafcha\ that is to fay ? 
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tians with a terrible plague, whiciKj in the courle of*? a P* f - 
a few hour s j exterminated all their firft-boi'n J fo.that as ° # 
Pharaoh was harralfed with importunate foltcitati-icthpbgne 
ons todifmifs the Hebrews. Sending, therefore, for ^ c ^^ 
Mofes,he gave immediate orders for their departure j fiift bom, 
fuppofing that their abferice yould exempt the coun- 
try from its accumulated plagues. The Egyptian]* 
made them ample pre fents to haftert their journey* 
and as a token of the intercourse and familiarity 
which had fo long fubfifted between them; . 

CHAP. XV. 

The Israelites leave Egypt under the conduB of Mofes* 
Infiitution of the feaft of the Azyrnes^ or unleavened 
bread. The Ifraelites purfued by the Egyptians: Make 
to the Red Sea. Much perplexed'* Exhorted by Mofes 
to rely on the Divine protetiion: 

npHE Hebrews had no fooner taken their depar- xheifrwl- 
X ture than the Egyptians difcovered.much re- he* depart 
morfe for the cruelties they had exerciied^iver them. JJJjJ 
Having taken their route tovyards Letbpolis, at that 
time defer ted, though the fpotoh which Babylon 
was afterwards built, about the time thatCambyfes 
depopulated Egypt, they arrived on the third day 
at Beelzephon, near the Red Sea. In this defert ' 
they lived upon cakes, lightly kneaded, and pre- 
pared with fmall heat, for the (pace of thirty days ; 
for they had brought no more proyifibn out of Egypt, 
than what was barely fufficient to ferve them for that 
time. In commemoration of this fcarcity, we ftill 
obferve a feaft for the fpace of eight days, called the 
feaft of Azymes, or of (c) Unleavened Bread. iScwncd 
The number of the Ifraelitesj who came out of bread. 

Egypt, including fuch only as were able to bear j^ nrn b ero f 
arms, are computed at fix hundred thoufand . the children 
They took their departure from Egypt on the of Ifracl * 

fifteenth day of the month Xanthicus,4 15 years from Time of 
our father Abraham's fettling in Canaan, £50 years i^J^f" 
from Jacob's arrival in Egypt, and in the 8otliyear 




(a) This plagneof the frogs, as well as that of the water being changed 
into blood, was excellently adapted to fubvert the fuperflkions of Egypt, 
and todemoflrate the over-ruling power of the Almighty 5 for, as the 
banks of the river Nile was the grand fecne of the magical operations of 
the Egyptians, in which Hood and frogs made a principal part of the ap- 
paratus, fo, by commanding that river to produce fnch an infinite mul- 
titude of thefe creatures to annoy them, the Almighty adapted their 
chaftifemcnt to the nature of their crimes : for fro ^s were not only the 
inftruments of their abominations, but likewifc the emblems oftliofe 
impure demons whom they invoked by their incantations. 

(6) In the year 1748 great numbers of thefe tnfccls vifited different 
pansofEngland,but happily their (lay was of fliort duration. Many of them 
were taken alive, in the months of Auguft and September, of the length 
of two inches and an half to that of four inches, fome of which were 
taken and kep: alive for three, four, five and fix weeks. There arc 



many accounts given of thefe devouring in feels. Pliny fays, that thefe 
creatures generally made their appeannce while the ftrong eaft winds 
continued; and we read that, in r?27i a vaft fwarm of locufts were dri- 
ven by an eaft wind out of Turkey into Poland, where they did muck 
mtfehicf. We read further that, in ij 36, a prodigious fwarm of locufts 
were driven from the Euxine Pontus to Podolia, where they deftroyed 
every thing that came in their way for twenty miles round* In Angaft, 
1747, a fwarm of thefe infects, fo numerous as to darken the air; fettled 
in Tranfylvania, where they devoured the vegetable productions of the : 
country to the very roots. 

(c) The nfe of unleavened breadin^t-Ve enjoined to remind ttiera of 
finceritjr; leaven being a kind of curVipjion. , But others think ir was 
ordered to commemorate their hafty. deliverance, whicU did not allow 
them time to leaven it. :\ ;.* 
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of the life of Mofes, whole brother Aaron was three 
years older than himfelf. They alfo carried with 

j "£Vh w-^ lcin bones °^ Jofephi according to the injunc- 

fwa Way' tion he had laid on his defcendants. 

with tlicm. The Egyptians foon began to repent them of the 

difmiffion of the Ifraelites ; and Pharaolr to conclude 

Tiicv arc ^at a ^ t ^ c ^ r calamities arofe from the enchantment 
puttied by of Mofes. Forrriing,therefore,arefolution togurfue 
the Eg> P - t^^mtVi^v r»rnvirl^r1 thene.ceflary implements of war 

i overtake and bring them back 
to their late bondage, efpecially as they were unpre- 
~ 1 * ) an( l harrafled with the fatigues 

of their j ourney . Enquiring their route, they p»r- 
fued them with alacrity ; though the badnefs of the 
roads was fiich j ^ as not only to obftrh£t theprogrefs 
Mofcspni-pf an army, but incommodious to fingle pljTengers. 



Jencir 

leads 'the 
Hebrews 
Dear the 
Red Sea. 



Mofe 



ptians, if they ftiould be malicioufly difp< 
them, as well as to evade the difcovery 



Philiftine # ^ 

the Hebrews, their country bordering upon Egypt. 
Travelling therefore, through the defert, where he 
knew they muft undergo many hard ftrips, his intent 
was to bring them into Canaan, that he might after- 
wards lead them to Mount Sinai, there to offer up 
the oblation, according to the Divine command. 

As foon as the Egyptians had overtaken the Ifrael- 
ites, they drew up in order of battle, amounting, in 
number to fifty thoufand horfe, two hundred thou- 
fand foot, attended by fix hundred chariots. They 
had obtained every advantage ; blocked up the He- 
brews between inacceflible rocks on the onelide, and 
the fea on the other ; and, by pitching their tents at 
the mouth of the aperture, cut off all poffibility of 
their efcape. In this embarrafled fituation, unable 
to fhftain a liege through want of provifion, to effect 
their flight from being blockaded, or to maintain a 
battle through want of arms, they had no apparent 
refource but to furrender at mercy to the enemy. 
They now began to inveigh moft feverely againft 
Mofes, totally unmindful of the wonders performed 
by the Divine*power through his agency : nay, they 
were driven to fuch defpair, that not withftanding 
defperate hi s exhortation to rely on the arm of Omnipotence, 

they were ready to exprefs their refentment by fton- 
inghim, and then voluntarily refigning themfelves 
to the thraldom of the Egyptians. To this they were 
inftigated by the piercing cries of the women and 
children, who had nothing in view but immediate 
deftru&ion. Mofes bore the invedtives of the multi- 
tude with the calmeft compofure, nor difcovered the 
leaft diffidence of theDi vine promifes . Alluring them 
that the Almighty would not fuffer them to be fobje&- 
ed to their enemies, he thus addreiTed themj If , 
4t your intereft and concerns 
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fimation. 



Mofes ex- 
horts the 

^jMtte'" recftion of human prudence only, you w 
vine P ro- ct been juftifi'ed in your doubts andfufpic 
*aion. u event but vour diftruftof the Divine Pr 
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:e your impiety and your folly, efpecially as 
ave had fuch convincing tokens of his care,in 
your deliverance by me, at a time moft unexpe&ed. 
This fhould encourage your hope, that God will 
extricate you out of prefent difficulties, as he has 
out of former, though they appear both to you 
and your enemies infurmountable, in order to dif- 
play his goodnefs and power. Rely, then, on the 
aid of Omnipotence, which can either elate or de- 
« jeft at pleafure. Be not difmayed at the terrific 
" numbers of the Egyptians, nor defpair of your 
" lives, though efcape feems impracticable ; but re- 
" member that the Almighty, if confiftent with his 

" Divine will, can level the mountains, and turn the 
w fea into dry land." 

CHAP. XVI. 

The prayer of Mofes. The Red Sea divided. The Hebrews 
fecure their retreat. The Egyptians are drowned. 



(a) There Iiave been many objections made to this piflage of the If- 
raelites over the lied Sea in one night ; but the mod eminent geogra- 
phers, and ableft mathematicians, inform us, that this fea, for about 
five days' journey, is nowhere more than about 8 or 9 miles acrofs, and 
t in one place but 4 or j miles, according to De Liflc's map, which is 



Song of Mofes. The arms of the Egyptians driven into 
the camp of the IJ^rews, who facrifice on Mount Sinai. 

OSES, having concluded his addrefs, condu&cd 
the Hebrews towards tbe fea, in full view of. 



a 



the Egyptians ; who, tired with the fatigues of the 
j>urfuit,declincd the combat till the enfuing day. As 
loon as Mofes arrived at the bank, he invoked the * 1 e 0 ^ , ' ,f< 
Divine affiftance, to the following effect : . cr.anS 

" Thou well knoweft, Almighty Father, that hu- Jg^J 
c< man force can never effect our efcape from the ca- and^ 
" lamities impending. Thou alpne, canft fave this j^* 1 
" multitude who have forfaken Egypt at thine efpe- 
" cial command. We therefore commend ourfelves 
" to the protection of thy Proyidence, alTurcd that 
by that means alone we can be delivered from the 
rage of the Egyptians. Manifeft, therefore, thy 
" power in .our weaknefs ; relieve and animate thy 
" people, though, through diftruft they have of- 
" fended thee. Thou canft free us from the diffir- 
44 culties with which we are Unrounded. The fea is 
44 thine, the dry laud is thine, the expanfe of theuni- 
44 verfe is thine. The £ea lhall divide itfelf at thy 
44 command ; the powers of the air fhall alfo obey." 

Having thus invoked the Divine protection, he T k cm 
ftruck the fea with his rod, which mddenly divid- sea ditto 
ing (*) and retiring back, left a dry paffage for the xt ' 
efcape of the Hebrews. Mofes immediately entered 
and commanding the multitude to follow him, they 
boldly marched through the paffage thus opened, 
congratulating one another on the danger of their 
enemies, and their -own miraculous prefervation, 
through the interpofition of Divine Providence. The 
Egyptians at firft thought, that, raving with des- 
pair, they had .precipitated themfelves. into perdi- 
tion ; but obferving them make a confiderable pro- 
grefs, without the leaft obftru&ion in their pafTage, 
they alfo determined to follow, and, ordering their 
cavalry to keep in front, marched with their whole 
%rmy • While the Egyptians were employed in put- 
ting on their armour, the Hebrews had reached the 
opposite fliore, which further animated the former 
to follow them without the leaft fufpicion of danger 
or difficulty ; ignorant that the paflage was opened 
for the Hebrews alone, and impaflible to any others. 
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As the whole body of the Egyptians was proceeding 
up the channels, the fea again cftffiifed itfelf, and, Thc He> 
with a force reverberated by the driving winds, over- brc ^J<| 
whelmed them in the waves. Impetuous fhowers, b u r t ° t B hf 
attended with roaring peals of thunder, and almoft 
inceffant flafhes of lightning, added to the horrors of c£ 
the fcene, which exhibited the moft tremendous to- 
kens of the Divine vengeance ; and fo total was their 
deftruclion, that not one efcaped to carry back thc 
tidings of this awful cataftrophe. 

The Hebrews were tranlported beyond degree at 
their ownfignal deliverance, and the overthrow of 
their enemies, and, as ateftimony of their gratitude, 
palled the night in offering up praifes and thankf* 
givings, and finging hymns, which Mofes had com- 
pofed and adapted to the occafion. 

I have recited thefe occurrences as they ftand re- 
corded in holy writ ; nor let any perlon fu(pe<3: 
the credibility of them, fince, not long ago, the fea • 
of Pamphylia divided itfelf, and opened a paffage 
for Alexander, king of Macedon, when the Al- 
mighty was pleafed, by his means, to fubvert thc 
Perfian empire. This fa& is attefted by the feve- 
ral hiftorians who have recorded the memorable 
deeds of that renowned monarch. 

The next day the arms and baggage of the Egyp- Mofcdi 
tians were carried, by the force of the waves, to the [J 1 ^ 1 ^ 
Hebrew camp, "vWiich Mofes conHderingas a token t ucy 
of the Divine regard, he caufed to be collected for ^J* 1 
fatureufe, and then led the Hebrews to Mount Sinai, sinai. | 
to offer up their oblations to the Almighty for their 
fignal deliverance, according, to his own elpecial 
command. 



made from the bcfl travcllcr$ themfelves, and not copied from others. 
De Caftro, a mathematician, who ftirveyed this fea with great exacT- 
nefs, declares that there is no great flux or reflux in thefe parts. Vain 
and groundlcfs arc thc fubtcrfnges of fcen tics and unbelievers. 
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[RECORDING A PERIOD OF ABOUT TWO YEARS.] 




CHAP, li 



Mo ft 



ifraelites diftrejfed for water in the defert. The water 

The people murmur 

for want of juftenance* Mofes enumerates the Divine 
favours to appeafe them.. Implores the Divine aid. 

it af quails. Manna fent. 

Sup- 



V a flig 

Command refpefting the manner ofg> 
port of the Ifraelites for forty years. 
Mofes produces water. 



Drought prevails. 



9 

THE joy re fulling from the Ifraelites late 
deliverance was foon damped by a fuc- 
ceflion of difficulties in their progrefs to 
Mount Sinai (a), the country being defert, 
and deftitute of food, water, and provifions of every 
kind, for man and beaft. The water that, by com- 
mand of their leader, they had brought with them 
from the places through which they lately pa*Ted, 
being now expended, they were under the neceffity 
of finking wells, at immenfe toil, through the hard- 



given to underftand, by their fcouts, that, in their 
progrefs, they would find the water wholly unfit for 
their own ufe, as well as that of their cattle . 

When Mofes obferved the general defpair that' 
prevailed amongftthe mttftitude* and refle&ed that 
hispeople were not compbfed of 1 a body of men pot 
fefled of fortitude to fuftain hardfhips,but comprifed 
a promifcuous colle&ion of women and children, 
who could not fupprefs the feelings of nature, he was 
extremely concerned, as if he had been the author of 
this calamity; which, added to the in treaties of the 
women in behalf of their children, and of the men 
in behalf of their wives, he had recourfe, by fuppli- 
cation to the Father of Mercies, that he' would gra- 
cioufly interfere in their prefent exigency. His re> 
queft being granted, he took a piece of wood, cleft, 
and caft it into the pit, alluring the people, that the 
Almighty was difpofed to accord to their defires, 
provided they would with alacrity perform that 
which fhould be commanded- On their expreffing 
their conformity, he enjoined the ftrongeft men 



nefs of the ground ; and after all their labours the wa- | amongft them to draw water, afluringthem, by way 



ter was by no means adequate to their wants,, either 
in quality or quantity. Proceeding on their journey, 
they arrived, about dulk, at a certain fpot, which, 
from the brackifhnefs of its water,they calledMarah, 
that is bitternefs, and, being fatigued with travel and 
fafting,refided there for fome time. To this they were 
induced on account of the well, which, though in- 
competent to the full fupply of fo numerous a body, 
afforded themconfiderable relief. Befides, they were 



of encouragement, that when the well was nearly 
exhaufted, the refidue would be potable. *The event 
juftified his declaration ; for the water, purged by 
agitation, became agreeable to the palate, and^re- v 
freflied the parching multitude. 

They hence removed to Helim, or Elim, a region 
which at a diftance, afforded a pleafing prolped:, 
being adorned with palm-trees, but on a nearer fur- 
vey,prefented a barren afpeA ; for thefe palm-trees 



(a) Tlicrc is now a convent at mount Sinai, founded by the emprefs 
Helena, and dedicated to the celebrated St. Catharine. It ftands at 
the bottom of the mountain, and is an irregular, aukward building, 
of unburnt brick, walled round, and flopped at every entrance to pre- 
vent the incurfions of the roving Arabs. The principal entrance is by 
a window, that is upwards of thirty feet from the ground, and to which 
people are drawn up in a machine by a windlafs. Here is the flirine of 
St. Catharine* The relics arc depofited in a marble cheft, whereon 
are carved fcveral pieces of foliage in baflb relievo. Adjoining to the 

caft end of the church, wherein thefe relics arc preferved, is the chapel 



of the Holy Bufh, which the monks aflerr,grcwon the fame fpot whereotr - 
now lies a flag of white marble, which Chriftians approach and moft - 
devoutly kifs ; nor will they enter this chapel with their fliocs on. Here 
are two wells : one is called the Well of Mofes, which hath a very fine 
cool water, and is drank in fummer ; the other is called the Well of the 
Holy Bum, and is of a warmer temperature. Thcchurch^containingth'e 
relics of St, Catharine, is called the great church of the transfiguration, 
and is fituated to the north eaft of theconvenr. The Turks dcflroyed the 
pavement of this church, diging it up in hopes of difcoveringtreafures; 

but it was elegantly repaired by bilhop Athanafius in the laft century. 
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were but fcventy in number, and thofe reduced in 
growth and fap from the dry and gravelly quality of 
the foil. There were alfo twelve fprings ; but the 
avenues were fo contracted, that,inftead of flowing, 
they could only be faidto drop ; and, on removal of 
the cloging fand bydiging, the water was fo mud- 
dy as not to be potable. The trees too, from con- 
tinued droughts, yielded no fruit. 
The wants The multitude again exclaimed againft Mofes, as 
iLditcs aut hor of all their mi feries ; and their provilion 
incrczCcon being exhaufted, and no hope left of a fupply, were 
^i : ^ crao " reduced to their former Itatc of defpair, and threa- 
Keiira. tenell to vent their fury upon him in the fame raan- 

threatcn Cy ner as before . But though he found the people thus 
Mofe*. wickedly incenfed againft him, he doubted not of the 

Divine afliftance ; for, confeious of his integrity, he 
prefented himfelf in the midft of thofe who were 
mod clamorous, and were preparing to ftone him. 
Being well acquainted with human nature, and en- 
deavouring to touch the paffions by the prevailing 
force of his elocution, he found means to appeafe 
their indignation, by exhorting them not to fuifer 
prefent ills to obliterate from their minds paft blcf- 
lings, but rather to expect deliverance from their 
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woes by the providential interference of that God, 
who, to make trial of their re/ignation to his will, and 
to imprefs them with a juft fenfe of former miracles 
wrought in their behalf, permitted them to labour 
under thefe adverfities. He reprefented to them, 
that, to repine under their trials^, argued at once the 
on their ^^ ie ^ i m piety and ingratitude, as well as con- 
rashnefs 5c tempt of the Divine will, in obedience to which they 

forfook Egypt ; and added, that they were very cul- 
pable in perfecutiug, with unabated rigour, the 
agent employed in bringing about the Divine pur- 
pofes, as he liad ever a&ed with uprightnefs, and in 
ftridt conformity to the Divine command. 

He then proceeded to enumerate thefe particu- 

ftlmccsof * ars ; T h at the Egyptians were firft tormented, and 
the^ Divine then exterminated, for endeavouring to detain 
pro?cabn, them in oppofition to the decree of the Almighty : 
and^drawi that the water of the very river, to their enemies 
thencethe rendered noxious, to them remained fweetand re- 

nent Sfe"" ^ re ^ n S ; *kat the very fea, which retired and opened 
wncclfl by to. them a pafTage, again diffufed itfelf, and over- 
whelmed the Egyptians in one general inundation : 
that, being without arms,they were amply fuppiied : 
that they had been frequently delivered from 
imminent danger, nay, from death itfelf : that fince 
the power of God was infinite, they fliould not def- 
.pair of its effedls, but fuftain their ills, with patient 
refignation,perfuaded that their deliverance,though 
late, was certain : that the delay, in redreffing their 
grievance, was to make trial of their fortitude and 
conftancy, in bearing the wants of natural refrefli- 
ments as men, rather than have recourfe to means, 
unbecoming the rank of creation in which they ftood. 
And concluded with obferving, that thoughhewas 
lefs folicitous for his own life than their fafety, he 
could not but difTuade them from rifing againft him, 
left it fliould be deemed an impeachment of the Di- 
vine Wifdom and Government. 

Having thus calmed their rage, and rcpreffed their 
fury, he deemed it proper to addrefs himfelf to the 
Father of^Mercies : accordingly, therefore, afcend- 
ing an eminence, he fuppiicated Him to fliew com- 
panion to the people in the relief of their exigencies, 
and implored his forgi venefs of their repeated devia- 
tions from their duty, as they arofe from a pungent 
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(<t) Ir is to be obferved, that this extraordinary defcent of quails 
was at that time of the year when thofe birds are known to fly from 
Egypt acrofs the Rod Sea in prodigious numbers : fo that this miracle 
did not fo much con lift in the number of the birds, as in their direction 
. to the camp of thclfraclites, andjon that very evening when they were 
promifed food. 

(£) This inanna, in feveral parts of fcripture, is called Angel's Food. 
See Pfalm Ixxviii. of. John vi. 31. 

(c) The rock from whence this water flowed in fo miraculous a man- 
ner is particularly noticed by Dr. Shaw, who fays, u After we had des- 
cended, with no final 1 difficulty, down the other, or weiiern fide of 
Mount Sinai, we came into the plain, or wildcrnefs of Rephidim, where 
we faw that extraordinary antiquity the Rock of Mcribah, which has 
continued down to this day, without the leaft injury from time or acci» 
dents. This is rightly called, from its hardnefs, Deut. viii. iy. a rock 
of flint % though, from the purple, or reddifli colour of it, it maybe 
rather rendered, the rock of amefhjft, or the amcthyft'mc wcgraitatc rocL It 



fenfe of their calamities. The Almighty, having 
vonchfafed to promifehis fpeedvaid, Mofes came 
down to the multitude, who, obferving a tran(port 
of joy on his countenance, no longer gave way to 
defpair, bnt changed their former melancholy for a 
habit of chearful complacency. Mofes then in- 
formed them, that he came to bring them imme- 
diate remedy for their wants ; when a vaft number of 

quails (a) (birds that abound in the gulph of Arabia) 
rapidly flew acrofs the fca, and being wearied with a 
long flight, fell in 'the center of the camp of the He~- 
brews, who caught and devoured them as a repaft 
fent by Providence to relieve their outrageous, fa- 

Mofes, as in duty bound, returned grateful 
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acknowledgements to God for his prefent aid and 
future promifes. This relief was fucceeded by a fiip- 
ply of another fort ; for while Mofes ftretched forth 
his hands in grayer* the dew fell, which adhering by the 
to them, he liippofed to be a kind of food fent from fcentoj 
heaven ; and, on tailing, found it to be very pleafing mam 
to the palate- Addrefling the people, whomppofed 
ic to be fnow, as it was then the ufual feafon for 
its defcent, he informed themit was not the ordinary 
dew of heaven, but a fubftance providentially fent 
for their food and nourifhment. Having eaten of it 
himfelf ,he prefented it to them, and they were great- 
ly refrefhed. In flavourit refembled honey, in odour 
bdellium, and in form the feed of coriander m x fo that 
it was gathered with the utmoft care. 

No individual was permitted to gather in one day 
more than the meafureof an aflaron, (the tenth part 
of an ephah) ; a precaution taken to prevent the 
ftronger from encroaching on the weaker, in gather- 
ing more than fufficed them. Thofe, indeed, who 
fought to provide more than the limited quantity, 
were fruftratedin their expectations ; for that which 
remained till the next morning became bitter, and 
overrun with vermin. So nutrimental was this food, 
that it was of itfelf fufficient fuftenance ; nay, to this 
day , a flower is to be feen in that country bearing fome 
refemblance of that >vith which Mofes was fo pecu- 
liarly favoured. The Hebrews called it manna (£) ; 
for, in our language, the word man is an interroga- 

~ tat is this or that? Upon this 



tion, fignifying, 

food they lived forty y ears, that is, the whole fpace 
of time they were in the defert. 

Upon their arrival at Rephidim they were much 
diftrefTed for want of water, and again became in- 
cenfed with Mofes, who, as his never-failing re- 
fource, applied himfelf, in humble fupplication, to 
the Giver of every good and perfedl gift, befeeching 
him, that, as he had vouchfafed them food in the 
direft neceflity, he would now be gracioufly pleafed 
to afford them drink, without which they muft ine- 
vitably perifh. The Almighty was pleafed to attend 
to his fupplication, and allured him that a fountain 
fliould fpring from a fpot whence he lead expelled 

it. He then commanded him to ftrike, withhisrod, 
an adjacent rock, in the prefence of the people, and 
they fliould be fuppiied with water without the leaft 
pains or labour. Mofes had no fooner obtained the 
promife, than he haftened to the multitude, who 
waited with the utmoft impatience his defcent from 
the rock, where he had addrefled the Almighty in 
their behalf . He immediately communicated to them 
the Divine aflurance of relief in their prefent cala- 
mity, by caufing a fountain to flow from an adjacent 
rock. Whilft they were loft between doubt and ex- 
pectation, Mofes ftruck the rock (*) with his rod, 



is about fix yards fqu are, lying tottering,as it were,and Ioofe,"near the middle 
of the valley ; and fecms to have been formerly a part, or cliff, of Mount 
Sinai, which hangs in a variety of precipices all over this plain. The 
waters which gttjhed out, atid the Jlr earns, which flowed withal, Pfal. 
Ixxvii. 21. have hollowed, acrofs one corner of this rock, a channel 
about two inches deep, and twenty wide, all over incruftratcd like ihe 
infidcofa tea-kettle which has been long ufed. Betides feveral mofly 
productions/which are flill prefcrved by the dew, we fee all over this 
channel a great number of holes, fome of them four or five inches deep,' 
and one or two in diameter; the lively and demon ftrative tokens of their 
having been formerly fo many fountains. Neither could art or chance 
be concerned in the contrivance; inafmuch as every circnmfhnce points 
out to us a miracle ; and, in the fame manner with the rent in the rock 
of Mount Calvary at Jcrufalein, never fails to produce the greateft fcrj- 
oufnefs and devotion in all who fee it. The Arabs, who were our 
guards, were ready to ftonc me, for attempting to break off a 
corner of it. 
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; iflued forth' a moft copious and 1 
their great furprize as well as confol 



, found . ~ . . 

;ock * their tafte, and a peculiar inftance of the Divine 

power and bounty. Mofes was now . held in the 
greateft veneration, as higjhly favoured of God, 
whofe irtiraculous interpofition they gratefully ac- 
knowledged, by offering up oblations and folemn 
thankfgivings. The facred records, whfch are de- 
pofited in die temple of Jerufalem, declare that Mo- 
fes, at the^fpecial command of the Moft High, in 
this manner caufed water to iffue from the rock. 
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The Amalekites wage war againft thelfraelites^ who are 
encouraged by Mofes with ajfurance of viSory. Joflma 
appointed their commander. Defeat of the Amalekites 
Difiribution of the fpoils. The Israelites againrepair 
to Sinai. ' v : 



THE increafing numbers and powers of the He- 
^ ^ brevvs now fpread an alarm throughout the ad - 

jacent countries, infomuch, that embames were fent 
from one to the other to concert .the means of their 
expulfion and extirpation. The inhabitants of the 
country of Gobol and the city Petra, called Amale- 
kltes, the molt warlike of all the neighbouring na- 
tions were peculiarly a<5tive in this expedition. The 

^ » king's of thofe diftricts ftirred up each other, as well 
Ukitw and as thofe who lived contiguous, to wage war. agamit 

J^lfjJjSni theHebrews ; alledging, that they were an army of 
enwr :nco a aliens efcaped from Egy ptian bondage, and reconi- 

cylvMin^ mending it as a maxim of found policy to make the 
the fifed- attack in the defert,before their numbers and power 
lc,# increafed, rather than, by delay afford them an op* 

portunity of pofleffing themfelves of lands arid ac- 
quiring additional ftrength to fuftain a conflidk. 
The.fe confiderations having been duly weighed by 
the feyeral combined parties, it was unanimbufly re* 
Iblved to commence Kpftilities againft the Hebrew^; 
IVIofes^ {uvfpeding nohoftile proceedings, was rather 
alarmed at receiving intimation of their defign ; but 
when the enemy was in fight,and there was an infevi- 
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, . The engagement was m£ iutained for ibmef. Ximz * 
with equalfury and d oubtful fuccefs.; Whiift/ftfofes 
extended his K hands this Hebrews hail the advan- 
tage ; but, as he obferved, that* when they drop- 
ped ; through fa tigue 5 ,the energy, prevailed* he rev 
quefted his brother Aaron, , and jftut* hufbarid of 
his ftfter Mariam, to fupport , his hands in an.ereft 
pofture. > This r being done, the Hebrews, charged 
the Amalekites with fuch refolution, that-had not 
night put an end to the cqnteft* a general fl&ughter 
mufthave enfued. Our anceftors,.howeve£» obtained TheAma* 
a n>oft glorious and feafonable vi&ory'j for r befides |^iy ** 
the renown they acquired by conquering ffor mid a- touted, 
ble an enemy,- by. becoming: matters oftheiri camp, 
they ammaffed . uhmenfe riches ; where^s^ before* 

they were deprived of the means ofconjmon %b T 
iiftence. J8ut:this vi&ory Was attended with projpe- 
rqus effe&s, future as well as prefent, as it^not drily 
.reduced th^ir.enexnies to fubmiffion,? but afterwards 
rendered them ths terror pf : ftirrounding nations. 
The fpoils taken wiere very confiderable,; for befides 
a great quantity of gold andjGlyct" found in the camp, 
there were vefl els and tables of brafs, .war-like im- 
plements accoutrements; for jmen and horfe, with 
jevery requifite for.the complete array.of anarmy. 
The Hebrews,!elated by this conqueft, were ready '\\ 
to undertake the moft arduous exploits. - 

The next day Mofes ordered the bodies of the flaii\ 
to be>ifled, and the fc^ttered arms of thofe that fied 
to be collected. Hfcxonfei'redfifcnQurs on thofe who 
had fignalized their valour in the a<9:ion,andfwith the Mofcsdif~ 

.concurrence of the whole army,beftowed.the!hightft p r aifcf&* 
culogium on Jofhua, their commander. f^otjpneHe-rc^rasac- 
brew fell upon the occafion. . The hofts cjfT — 



^etiemv cor ^ ing ta 
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and an' altar erefted with this inTcriptioni^orp God G n 0 j^ r e t0 
th£ Conqueror. He denouriced.the extirpation of conqueror, 
the Amalekites, for ^having atTaulted the Hebrews in ™f'£ VAa ~ 



Vreri put.to the fword. In token.oftheS 
ail:oblation was- offered to the giver o 



circumftances of fingular diflrefs, arifing from their Mount 
fituationina defers and their want of all necefiaries. ,s,nai ' 
A general feftival was then prepared ; and thus con- 
eluded their firft engagetnerit ftom the day of their 
deliverance out of Egypt-. After the multitude had 



table neceffity for hazarding an engagement, a ge- been refreffied,>Mt>fes caufed them to be drawn up 
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neral panic and confufiion prevailed turoughout the 
Hebrew camp, from a dread of entering upon aAion 
with men well prepared,and trained to the exercife of 
arms»,Mofcs,therefore,embpldened them to thecon- 
IiXcfs?ani fli^k^ by reminding them of foruier exertions of the 
^ o c r h ^ c Divine Power in their behalf, as ;a. ground for reli- 
Sc«s\ lc ance on future affiitance ; and observing, thaihbw-^ 

ever inferior they might be, in point of weapons and 
ammunition, to the enemy, as r they had the arm of 
Omnipotence engaged for them,theyneedhot doubt 
Qf fuccefs . This he enforced by adding, that, in the 
fcyereft contefts with famine and thirft, and the pe- 
rils of blockade, they had been brought off more 
than conquerors through the fame refilflefs power. 
- Having then animated, the multitude* he.fum- 
moned the chiefs of the refpe&ive tribes* and en- 
joined the younger to obey the elder, while he en- 
forced an universal obedience to the command of the 
general. Spurning danges, and fflowing, to enter 
upon*a<!tion, which they hoped woula termanate their 
calamities, they anxioufly prelTed to be led againft 
the enemy, that their ardour might not be abated 
by an untimely delay. 

. From the whole multitude he fele£ted Jofhua ; the 
fon of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, as commander 
in chief, being a man expert in arms, patient of lar 
hour, and zealous for the honour of God, according 
to the inftruftions he had imbibed from Mofes his 
preceptor. A party was ordered to take their ftand 
round the water, and another ft ationed fo as to guard 
the camp. They continued all night under arms, ex- 
pecting the fignal for a general attack. Mofes paffed 
the night without fleep, giving inftru&ions to Jofhua 
refpeftingthedifpofitionof the army. Atday-break 
he again encouraged the troops by an addrefs, ex- 
horting Jofhua, as commander, to acquit himfelf in 
a manner worthy of the rank he held* and the caufe 
in which he was engaged j and the Hebrews in ge- 
neral, whether fupenor or lubordinat^ to fuftain the 
conflict as became good foldiers. Having given the 
necefTary orders, he commended them to the pro- 
tc<ftion of God, and delegating the command to Jo- 
fhua, retired to a mountain. 
No. 4, 



in array, in order to fupply fuch as were deficient, 
with the arms and ammunition taken from the* ene- 
my 1. : Proceeding by flow marches, they arrived, the 
third month after their departure from. Egypt, .at 
Mount Sinai, where Mofes had the extraordinary 
vifioris already "related; 
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Jethro. vifils his fon in-Jaw, Mvfes><at Mount Sinai > to 
- -. , congratulate htm on his fuccefs.. 



1 i 



w ~ - — ™ — - — » - ■ W * 

JETHRO^ tlie father-in-law of Mofes, having re- 
ceived intelligence of his extraordinary fuccefs, ^? c xviii - 
came with his daughter Zipporah, and his two fons, Jcihro 



congrara- 



to congratulate liimupon thejoyful occafion. Hav- ]ates - Mofc< 
ingofferedan oblation to God,Mbfesprepared aban- hisfon-inl 

Suet for the people, near the bufli that withftood the ^h^ai 
ames, and theitcetookan opportunity for difpofing fuccaic«. 
them in ranks, accordingto the order of their f effec- 
tive tribe^ i^A^ 1,011 ? Jethro, and the multitude in br^cTf^ 
general, m^rmns of thankfgiving, afcribed to the g^j* 
Almight)^lie'praifes due for their mighty deliver- getheV^" 
ance. Thsjrilikewife, with united voice, extolled Mo^nof 
the wifdorivand virtue of .their leaders, which had 
brought events to fo fortunate.an iflue ; w] 
pafled equal commendations on the peo 
Mofes, as concurring in the atchievement 
at once honourable and £brviceable to their^ 
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his arbitration, from a firm perfuauw^p^ 
ability and integrity, took an opportunity of dffef-'i! 1 ^? . 
mg his advice upon that fubjecc. He counfelea him uoti*. / r 
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16 delegate matters of fmall importance to others, 
referring to himfclf only thofe o¥ moment? in which 
tht national intereft Ma» eflentially eoncerned r i for 

there were many pei-fbns to be found amongft £hi 
Hebrews competerittb determined Ordinary jileasi 
thoitgh he alone was adequate to the weightier con- 
cerns of the peopled coiifidercd in a collective view. 
* fi Perfhadcd faid he of Vour virtues, and the re&ir 
Judeof yoUr conduct towards the people, as the vice- 1 
gcreut of God, fuffer them to fubmit their fuits to the 
acoHion of others, whilft you are devoted to thole 
matters which more immediately refpeft the fervice 
of God, and the, defence and glory* of the people 
committed toydur care* If,therefore, you will liften 
to my advice in human afFairs jinufter the whole army 
and appoint chieftains to prefide over parties, com- 
pofed of ten thoufailds,thoufands,five lnindreds,and 
fifties : over thefe, thus arranged, fet judicial officfers, 
who dividing them into thirties and tens, may deter- 
mine their (hits and cbntroverfres. Let their titles 
figaify the number over which they have charge,and 
let thefe fpeakby the people, as men of found judg- 
ment, and inflexible integrity, hear and decide their 
differences. If any intricate matter arifes, let it be 
referred to thofe who are higheft in authority J and 



if it thenremams undecided, letthe laft appeal be to 
y ourfelf. By thefe means right will be preferved in- 
violate the people, and you will have opportunity 
of attending to the fervice of God, and toyoilr Ap- 
plications for the general good." • ' ; ' . , 

Mofes, convinced of the propriety of Jethro's 
counfel, made the refpedtive arrangements, in exact 
conformity to his plan: nor did he arrogage to him- 
fclf the merit of the fervice* but publicly afcribed it 
to the political talents of his father-in-law. Indeed^ 
Jethroris recorded by him, in his writings, as the 
author of thefe regulations, efteeming it a duty to 
give nierit its due praife, and thereby teftifying st 
mind difecrning, candid, and ingenious; 
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Mofes afcends Mount Sinai. Tempeft 
mendous thunder and lightemn 
multitude. The Ten Commandments iffued 
Divine Voice: Mofes f aft s forty days and forty night s\ 
the time of his continuance^ in the mountain. Defcends 
and difplaysj in the pr,efencc of the people ± the two ta* 
bles. containing the Ten Commandments. 
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OSES, having convened thfe multitude, inform- 
ed them, that he muft afcend Mount Sinai, to 
. receive the Divine Commands, which he would 
x ^ # Communicate to them. At the fame time he com- 

hc 



tin 

ti. 



mandedthem to pitch their tents at the foot of the 
mountain, that they might be the more ready to re- 
ceive fuch intimation as the Almighty fhould be 
pleafed to afford. 

He then afcended the mountain, which is not ortr 
ly the higheft in that country, but, by reafon of its 
craggy precipiccs,inacceffible,and formidable to the 
view; beiides, an opinion prevailed, that it was the 
peculiar refidence of the Divine Being. The He-- 
brews, in obedience to Mofes, took their ftand at the 
foot of the mountain, in full expectation of the blef- 
fings lie hadpromifed to procure. During the fpace 
they cxpeifled the return of their guide, they ob- 
ferved a iiriA temperance, abftaining from fenfiial 
gratifications, and purifying themfelves for three 
cs days according to command. They alfo befought 
the Almighty, that he would favour Mofes with a 
A |;icio^^^ception, and, through his means, vouch- 
afe, t^ptonfer on them the promifed bleflings. 
After this they held a fumptuousfeftival, and array- 
ed themfelves, their wives, and children, in their beft 
attire. 



tan 




On the third d 



re fun rife, a cloud (fuch as 




[a) The meaning of this commandment is, ibar no object {hall, at 
any time, fo much attract our attention as the fervice of that God, who 
*is the umverfal Lord both of providence and grace. 

(5) From the words of this precept it appears, that the worfhip of 
idoJs was then become general among the people in the eaft, and per- 
haps fo in moft other nations. 



an 



(e) The heathens were accuftomcd, on many occafions to fpeak in 
irrcyerend manner of thofe i Jo's whom they woWhijjpcJ ; and, left 



cc 



u - • * 

never ! had been feeh before) bore down upon 1 their . 
camp : ,'knd environed the place where they had fixed 
thdTfkentSi Thoiigh tlie : lky , in every other part ap- 
peared fererie j a fudderi tempeft arofe in that quarter 
attended with boifterotis winds, torrents of rain ,peal* 
of thunder, and flafhes of lightning, which not only a terri 
diffufed univerfal horror, but indicated that the Al-^P^ 
mighty was there prejfent in an efpecial manner. Divine 
Let thofe who read what I have recited, judge for pfcfco< 

thenifelvfcs whether it be lawful for u&fo deviate 

from the letter of Holy Writ. m ' 

The Hebrews were greatly agitated by this tre- 
mendous event, and as they gave into the common 
opinion, repeatedly -fpe'eined,- it inipreifcd their The 
minds with an universal dread ; fo that they keptateaSxi 
within their tents, concluding that Mofes had fall- 
en a victim to the Divine Difpleafure, and momenta- Mofes/ 
rily expected their own extermination. 

Iji this Hate of anxiety and fconfternation, Mofes 
fuddenly prefenting himfelf to them, with a counte- 
nance full of joy and majefty, which diflipated their 
iVars; and encouraged their hopes, efpecially as the 
late terrific appearances were vanifhed. Mofes af^ 
(embled the whole^nuftitude in order that he might 
recite in their hearing the Gommaridrhfents he had 
received from the Almighty ; to which piirpofe he 
afcended ah eminence^ that he might be the better 
fecn and ; heard, and thus addreffed them i ■ ' " 
" x The Almighty God, O Hebrews, who has ne- Heappea 
ver rejected my prayers, hath at this time received poun«u t 
u me with fingulargrdce and favour, andvouchfafed wuioftii 
u to communicate tayou, bly niy means, fuch rules tothcn * 
4 4 and laws as if obeyed, will equally conduce to 
ic your intereft andhappinefs. Eftimate not the im- 
portance of what I am about to deliver by the in- 
Cc trinficmerit of the agent, buttherefpe£t you owe 
C4 to him at whofe command it is delivered. It is 
" not Mofes, the fon of Amram and Jochabel> who 
u is about to give you thefe admirable precepts, but 
u that Almighty Being who caufed the river Nile 
c< to overflow with blobdj and overwhelmed the 
" Egyptians in great calamities for yovr deliverance. 
C4 He who opened a pafTage for yon in the midft of 
€C the ocean ; He who fupplied you with food front 
cc heaven in the dirdft extremity ; He, who brought 
a . water' from the tock to quench your thirft,j- Hfe, 
cc whog'ave Adarri and his pofterity dominion oiver 
u all things, both in earth and fea ; He, by whom 
cc Noah was faved from the deluge ; He, by whom 
44 our anceftor Abraham obtained the land of Ca- 
44 naan ; He, by whofe indulgence Ifaac was born to 
44 his father and mother in an advanced age, by 
44 whom Jacob was blefled with a numerous and' ho- 
44 naurable progeny, aiidby whom Jofeph attained 
44 to the firft dignities amongft the Egyptians. Let 
Cf thefe, his precepts, therefore, be held inviolate* 
44 andefteemed more precious than your wives and 
44 children 

. This faid he led the promifctious multitude (men* 
women, and children) to a fpot from which they 
might hear the inftruftions from the Divine Voice, 
that their authority might not be invalidated by the 
weaknefs and inlufficiency of an human tongue. An 
audible voice was then heard to proceed from the Themafcl 
mountain, fothat each individual diftin&ly compre- JgJ^Jg 
hended the feveral precepts, whichMofeshas tranf- ok'Goi 
mitted to us, in the two tables of laws. I fhallnot 
ftatc them word for word, according to the precife 
form in which tliey were delivered to Mofes, but 
endeavour to exprefs the fenfe and meaning, which 
feem to be to the following purport : 

I • There is but one God, who alone is to be wor- s ^ c 
fhipped (a). . Co 

a. No image of any living creature is to be wor- mefltt 
fhipped (£) . 

3. We are not to fwear raflilv by the name of 
God(0- 



■ 



r 

the children of tfrael Jhonld have done fo with refpeft to the nameof the 
true God, they arc here Itriclly prohibited from it. Every per fon 
is guilty or* a breach of this commandment, who ufes the name of God 
in an unnecelTary manner ; but the moft aggravated breach Jfc .thai of 
{wearing falfly, or, in other words, going into a court of judicature to 
commit perjury. Holy and reverend is the name of God ; and there- 
fore let us never mention it but when neceUary, cither in prayer, or to 
decide, by an oath, coritrovcrfics anions our fcttoW'Crcaiurcs. 
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4. The fevcnth clay is to be kept holy, and not 
prophanecl 1>y labour (*). 

Father and mother are to be honoured 
Wc muitnot commit murder (r). 
Wc mud abftain from adultery (d) . 
No nian muft fteal (e) * 



6. 



a. 

CO. 

is his 



C H A P. VI. 

Mofes er efts a. tabernacle in the Defcrf. Form, and other 
farticulars\ .of the firu£turc\ with their ftgnifications. 
Conftruftionof the ark. 



Tables depofitcd therein. 



if) 



manner 



) 



laws. 



>fofo.« re- 
alcends rhe 



• ■ • > 

The people The people having thtis hea^d the . declaration of 

God confirmed by the Divine Voice, were difmifTed 

further ly- , J m , ' . 

iUm of to their tents * But in a in ort time they importuned 

Mofes to procure fuch laws as might ferve for the 
better regulation of their government. 

This he performed ; butlpafs them over atpre- 
fent, refcrving them for the fabje£t of a particular 
book. 

■ r * * "' 1 • • ■ * 1 * 

Soon after thefe occurrences;. Mdfes, having gi- 
^omr?- ven previous notice, re-afcended the mountain in the 
nues there light of the multitude ; .but being abfent forty , dais, j 
forty ays. k ecame apprehensive that fome ill had befallen ? 

him. Various were their conjjeAures concerning 
his fate; Some were of opinion thathe was devoured 
by wild beafts, and others that he was tranflatcd to 
the Divine Prefence : but the wifer party, who nei- 
thcir liftened to; or were affected by, mere iurmife, 
bore his abfence with patient refignation, from a 
perfuaflon of his integrity, and the favour of :the 
Almighty fo frequently difplayed towards him.; 
though th^y could not but regret even a temporary 
lofs of fo wife and virtuous a leader.. They durit : 
not decamp, becaufe Moles had enjoined them there 
to fix their tents, and await his return. 

At the expiration of the forty days he appeared; 
having, during that fpace of time, taken no humari. 
fuftenance. His prefence difftifed a joy throughout 
the whole multitude, whom he alTured of the Divine 
regard for their welfare ; adding, that, while- he was. 
abfpnt, he had received intimation tif the means of 
eftablifliing their government on an happy ?and 

Profperous bafis ; and that it was :the Almighty's 
efpecial command to them to .ere& a tabernable 
(h) , into which he would oceafiph^lly defcend, and; 
which might be 011ft ru&ed on' fuch a plan v as to 1 
be rendered pprtablefrom place to place, and .there- 
by obviate the neceflity of afcending Mount.Sinai.; 
He then difplayed the two tables, includingfthei 
Ten Commandments, as Iflued from the mount ,b'y 
the Divine Voice. \ 



* \ 

THE multitude, overjoyed with, what Mofes had 
communicated to them$ applied themfelves, 
with theutmoft affiduity, to the building of the ta- targe con- 
bernacle. They chearfully conribiUed gold, filver, ^^?" 5 



andbrafs, with it-ore of wood of a durable nature ; thebuiui- 
alfo goats hair and Iheep ikiris, dyed of different 
colours, and varidufly ornamented; toother with 
wool, precious itones, and eveiy material requifite 
for the completion of the work propofedl The ma- 
terials, thus liberally fitrnifhed, Mofes appointed ar- Name* of 
tificersjwhofe names arctobe feen on the Sacred Re- ^chltefts. 
cords^ as follows : Bazaleet, the fon of Uri, Or the 
tribe of Judah J and Marianjl, Mofes's lifter"; and 
AholiJab,the fon of Ahefaniath, of the tribe, of Dan. 
The ^people were fo jealous for prompting the-^un- 
: derta 1 king, by contributing ^materially^ tlia^Ipfes 
was Under the neceflity of ifluin <j a proclaniatioh^that 
he was authorifed by the artifacersto declare; that 
they, had already fent in what was fitlly adecjiiate to 
complete the building. Mofes, as he had been pre- 
vioully inftrddted, gave the neceflaty directions as to 
the jiiodel ; and fo zealous .were the very wotnen.as 



th 



veftments for the 



priefts, and/ever^ thing that copld . contribute to the 



honour 



The neceflary preparations being madej a folcmn g^ adc 



s .1 ta- 



and 



Mofes; after 



5 



The model 



and 100 in length. rOii each fide \v,ere to be 10 brazen 
^pillars long-ways, and .10 a-crofs t «vei^y pillar was 
; 5 cuhits in heig*hth, : with rings and borders to it of 
Jjlvcir. The.bafes we^reof brafs j curioufly wrohght 
..a^d-gilt, fattened to 1 the earth with pins of a.cubit 
length, .ppintcd atthe-end like aipear, which, by 
c^ieaftS; of cords,- tha^; , pafled through therln^;^ con- 
^jfted.jthe xwhole^and fecured it againfl: the iriqft 
violent temp^fls; jt:was alfo.ehcompafled by ayeil 
of cuiipufly wrqi^ght linen, that hung from the cor- 
»ift^s to : the bafes, and fubferved the ptir.pofe of a 

general enclpfi^re ; . 

Thefe w^re tlie diixienfions of three fides of the 



r 1 



ftru&ttr 
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fifty 



the fpace of 
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(^/) Here Go;!, b/a wrlrten comma net, enjoins-one (Tay fn feverf for 
two of the mod valuable purpofes that could be imagined. Eirft to keep 
alive in the minds or"th» people the remembrance of all tbofc wonders ( 
thai God had wroaght for them; and fecondly, that iheir beafts^fiich as' 
• horfes and oxen might enjoy a day's reft. Wc read that wheri ; God had 
finiflicd the works of creation, he refted on the fevenrh day ; arid there, 
is no doubt but the fame was obferved by all thofe that.f cared*: him, to 
the rime*>f Jacob's going down into Egypt, although not exprefsly- men-' 
tioned. It fcenis, that while the children of lfrael were in Egypt,, 
they had either forgot the fahbaih, or perhaps had been forced to work 
on that day by their cruel tafk-mafters. This feems tobave-becn the! 
reafon why God commanded Mofes to fct^ one day in.feven.*part.:j And; 
the greateft divines, both ancient and moderni are of ppiniaii, lhat the 
firft fai>bath kept by the children of lfrael, anfwerei exactly ta the 
weekly return of that day or which God flnilhed the works of creation. 



(t>) Difobedience to parents is a crime of fuch a nature that it leads to 
many others. How is n poflible thai we can ever, confident- with the 
nature of fubordination in fociety, pay obedience to. our civil fuperiors, 
while we rcfufc to honour our natural parents ? As to the promt fe t>f I 
long life it muft not be underftood to extend any further than God fhall 
fee proper for his own glory, and the good of the obedient perfonv 6od 
hvav, for wife rcafons, fee proper to remove, by death, a very obedient 
child ; but, in a natural fenfc, perhaps the greatcft number of obedient; 
children to their parents, both profper well in the world, and alfo arrive 

at a good old age. 

(c) As God is the author, giver, and fupporter of life, fo none bat he 
has a right to take it away. With refpect to civil fociety, the power of 
taking away life is entrnfted with the magiftrate ; but no private per- 
son has a right do it without hisconfent. Murder is no lefs than high 
t'cafon, or open rebellion againft God; for it is actually taking npon 
ourfelves to excrcife his regal power and authority. 

. {d) Adultery or the fcduclion of a married woman, is not all that is 
implied tn this precept; for it includes all forts of uncleanncfs, or the 

No. 4. 
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■ polktibn «f onr oodies 1 m^ny manner wfcatcver. It prohifcits the feduc- 
! - tion ot yijun^ wont cn.and by. implication, forbids the indulging ef impure 
thoug&t^pr niakingufcof obfecne exprefhons. 

(ejli \& certainly very wrong for a man take away 4he goods of his 
-neTgbbonr/becaufc they ore generally either the fruits of their own in- 
duftry, or what has been left him by bis own relations. Were not 
theft jwohihirad in the fevered manner, there .would be an cud of honeft 
induftry j and the preservation of civil fociety would be totally da- 

ftroyed. .* " :: ' 

* (j) To fpeakill of our neigh buor, whefththas done fome trifling 
i aplt, make 5 pi appear mcarirfpiri ted wretches. To micra falfhood againit 
! him .while we know.itjobe fuch, is a thoufand times worfe : > but when 
either his life or his property arc at flake, to go into a court of judicature 
and deliberately commit perjury, is what all nations haveconftantly ab- 
horred; and the.perfon gnilty of h has, on .moft, occafions been driven 
out of ibciety. ; L '- 

(g) All the'6ther"c6mmandments«depend upon this ; for if we never 
cover, or think evil, wc iliatl never be led to do criminal aclions. 



(A). The word tranflatcd tabernaclc r pgnifics a portable tent, that 
could j>p ccmoved.from one place to another. This was in every refpeft 
f^itabie 19 the. travelling ftaic of the Jews, ^?ho for forty 'years .had nff 
fixed habitation, but were- obliged to dwell in tents in the wildernefs. 
The. whole was contrived in fuch a manner, as to flrike the eye ot the 
beholder : amhwe rind, from. fever al> p^flages of the New Tc^ament, 
particularly . in the epiftle to the Hebrews, 'that the tabernacle was, in all 
refpeers, a type of the paffion of Chirft ; and there is no wonder that ic 
mould be fo, feeing he was to be the endof the law ; or, in* other words, 
he was to fulfil all rightcoufnefs. Indeed; atpfaft every thing in the 
Mofatc law was typical of our Divine llcdeenicr r/ who, in the fulnefs of 
time, came and fulfilled all the ceremonies, as well as the- ceremonial 
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twcnts was left open for an entrance, with two co- 

Thefe were co- 



lumns on each fide of the pallkgc 
vcred with filver work ; only the bafes were oft 



fi 



3. 



beams of the riling fun. 
and lain breadth. 



gold 



To flrengthen the work ; fix other planks, three on 
LTich hand, were conjoined, and a curtain curioufly 
wrought, drawn over them. The grand entrance 
beuig twenty cubits wide, and five in depth, was or- 
namented with an elegant embroidery of flowers 
«»nd figures of variegated colours, but not one 
pre fen ting any living creature ; 
Thcpofiri- In the center of this coui : t flood the tabernacle, 
iabcraicic. fronting jjie eaft, that it might receive the radiant 

It was 30 cubits in length, 
One fide of it looked towards 
the fouth, another to the north, and the back part 
of it to the well. • The two fides were compofed of 
40 wooden planks, ao on each fide. They were of a 
quadrangular form, a clibit and a half in breadth, arid 
in thicknefs four fingers. They were plated with 

; two tenons to every plank ; and two filver 
bafes, with mortifes to receive thofe tenons. On the 
weft fide were fixother boards,likewife overlaid with 
gold, and connected in fo mafterly a manner, that 
they feemed an entire piece. Thefe twenty boards 
being each of them a cubit and a half over, jufl 
amount to the length of thirty cubits. The fixboards 
011 the weflern fide were no more than nine cubits ; 
but then they were joined by two planks, one at 
each corner, in the fame pofition, and of the fame 
length and breadth with the other, but much thicker, 
the more effectually to fecure that fide of the taber- 
nacle. There were golden rings or flaples, driven 
into every plank, and difpofed in fuch order, that 
they anfvvcred each other in a direct line. Through 
thefc rings pafled feveralbars five cubits long, and 
plated with gold, which reaching from end to end, 
kept the whole quarter firm and compaft. At the 
lower end of this ftru&ure the boards were all ar- 
ranged in the fame nanner, by palling a gilt bar 
through as many, rings as there were plates, and ac- 
commodating one bar to another. There were more- 
over, bolts and ftaplcs at the corners, to conne<ft 
ends and fides, which, with the help of mortifes, to 
bind one piece to another, fecured the tabernacle 
frbm the violence of wind and-weatKer. 

rin And m*- • * n ^ e °^ t ' ie tabernacle was divided into par- 
ley ofThe titions of ten cubits in length. 1 At ten cubits from 
tahemacic. t he bottom there flood four pillars, acrofs, of the 

fame workmanlhip,the fame materials,and the fame 
bafes as thofe already defcribed,butftanding at equal 
diftances from each other. Within thefe pillars was 
the fuo/l holy place, which wasinacceflibleevento the 
priefls, to whom the reft of the tabernacle was open. 
The divifion of the tabernacle into three parts,feems 
to have borne fome refemblance to the univerjfe.The 
firft part, into which the priefls were not permitted 
to enter, reprefented heaven, facred to the Deity 
alone. The fpace of twenty cubits, to which the 
priefls only had admittance, had fome refemblance 
to the earth and fea. 

At the entrance of the tabernacle were five gilded 
columns, fixed upon bafes of brafs, and covered with 
curtains of fine yarn, dyed of variegated colours, 
and interwoven. The firft of thefe curtains was ten 
cubits fquare, and fcrved as a covering to the par- 
tition between the fficjl holy place and the holy y to veil 
the former. 

The temple itfclf was called Holy ; but the fpace 
between the four pillars bore the name of Sanctum 
Sautturum. The curtain, pr veil was embellilhed with 
curious flowers and figures, living creatures only ex- 
cepted. There was another veil in every refpedt 
equal to the former, which encompafled the five pil- 
lars at the entrance. It was fattened at the top with 
hooks and eyes, and fo down to the middle of the 
five columns, leaving the reft open for the priefls to 
enter. This veil had' another over it of the fame fize, 
and almdft contiguous, but of a flaxen ground. It 
had rings, with a firing through them, to draw at 
plcafure, efpecially on feflival days, to indulge the 
people with a view of the under curtain, curioufly- 
embellifhed with embroidery. At other times, and 
particularly in boifterous weather, the upper curtain 
ferved as a covert to fecure the inner, being com- 
pofed of a fluff that was proof againft rain. This 
kind of curtain has been ufed at the door of the tem- 
ple, from the building of it to the prefent day. 

There were like wife ten pieces of hanging,iti coni- 



The cur- 
tains, 



The Holy 
of Holic>. 



' pair, twenty-right cubit*, in depth four cubits,.and 
foniccly connected with golden loops, as tofcem one - 
entire piece. Thefe hangings covered the whole ta- 
bernacle, within one foot of the ground. There 
were alfo eleven hangings more of the fame depth, 
but thirty cubits in length, woven, with the lame 
:t> of hair, as the others were of wool. Thefe were 
a covering to the other ten, and, as they negligently 
flowed upon the ground,in fome degree refembled a 
canopy. The eleventh ferved to cover the entrance. 
Thefe were covered with divers (kins, as an outward 
tegument to prefcrve them from the effects of heats 
or rains. The fpc&acle, indeed, was an object of ad- 
miration, as the columns flume with fuch luttre as 
to refemblc the firmament of heaven. 

The tabernacle, thus finiflied, they proceeded to Frarae 
the confirmation of the ark of God, which was Irani- 
edof a particular wood,durable and impenetrable in 
its nature, called, by the Hebrews, heron. The figure 
was as follows : It was two cubits and an half in 
length, one and an half in breadth, and as much in 
depth, and fo coveted with the pureft gold, that no 
part of the wood was to be feen. { The cover was 
cramped with golden hooks, fo well finiflied, and fo 
finooth in every part, that there was no danger of its 
fuftaining any damage from rubbing. At the two 
ends.were rivitted into the frame four golden rings, 
one at each corner. Through thefe rings were paf- 
fed two gilded bars on each lide, to remove the ark 
from place to place, as occafion might require j for it 
was never fhifted but on the fhoulders of the priefls 
and Levites. On the cover were two figures, which Thc ^ t 
the Hebrews call cherubim$ y having wings according mbims. 
to the defcription of what Mofes law about the Di- 
vine throne, and unfeen by mortal before. In this 
ark were depofited the two tables of the decalogue, policed 
Each table comprifed five of the commandments, thca * 
two and a half in a column. 



in the fandtuary . 



The ark was laid up 



The 



In this holy place was a table not unlike that at xhctaiJt 
Delphi, two cubits in length, one in breadth, and a of shew, 
cubit and an half in heiorhth. Thefeet,fromthe mid- brC3lL 
die downwards, refemoled thofe the Dorians make 
ufe of for their beds ; but from thence up wards,they 
were fquare, with a border projecting about four 
fingers,' : and a crown of gold over it and under it on 
every fide. Under this border were four rings of 
gold, fattened into the upper part of the four feet, 
one at each corner ; and gilt bars of the fineft wood 
pafled through them, and ferved as handles on its 
removal from place to place. This table flood in the 
temple towards the north, not far from the fan<5tuary 
itfelf. There were placed on it twelve loaves of un- 
leavened bread, in tworows, fix on each fide. They 
were made of the fineft flour, two aflarons in quan- twwm 
tity, or feven attic cotylas, after the Hebrew mea- bread, 
fure, each cake containing two omers. Over thefc 
loaves were two golden diflies of incenfe. At the 
end of feven days thefe loaves were taken away, and 
others put in their places. The feventhday we call 
our Sabbath : but of this hereafter. 

Oppofite this table, on the fouth fide flood a gol- 
den candleflick, of hollow caft. It weighed an hun- 
dred moifes, which the Hebrews call enmcharcs, and 
the Greeks talents. The candleflick was wrought™^ 
with bowls,lilies, pomegranates, and fmall cups, all ftick. 
in pure gold, to the number of fe venty pieces, which 
ftiot from the ftiank into feven branches, anfwering 
to the number of the planets, and they were ranged 
in uniform order. On the top of thefe le ven branches 
were as many lamps, which, according to the pofi- 
tion of the candleflick, faced towards the eaft and 
the fouth. 

Between the candleflick and the table was a little 
altar for incenfe, made of the fame durable wood Tbe^. 
with the ark. It was in length and breadth a cubit, oti0Ca | 
and in heighth two. It had a golden fire-hearth, 
and a crown of the pureft gold round about from 
corner to corner, with rings and ftaves through 
them for the convenience of carriage. 
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There was alfo another altar before the tabernacle, 
of the . fame materials with the former, five cubits 
fquare, and three in heighth, and finiflied after the 
fame defign, excepting its being plated with brafs, 
and its having in the middle, a brazen grate for the 
aflies to fall through. There were alfo funnels, 
phials, cenfers, cups and other neceflaries for the 
for vice of the altar, all of pure gold. Thus much 
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CHAP. VII; 



Defer iptton of the vejiments of the facer dotal order. 

nification of the ftrufture of the Tabernacle y and the or- 
. naments of the priefts* 
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E now proceed to treat of the veftments ap- 
pointed both for the priefts in ordinary j called 
Chaaneans, and the Anarabaches, on High Prieft, 
and fliall begin with the former. No prieft could of- 
ficiate, according tolaw, without beingfirft purified. 
His under garment was of finetwifted linen, made 
in the form of drawers. The Hebrews call it a mana~ 
Manachafc. c / ia ( e ^ or binder. The feet were put through it) and 

being drawn over the thighs, it was faftened at the 
waiftband. Over this was a garment of very fine 
linen, which the Hebrews call chethemem s that is, 
a linen cloth, as Chethem is taken from the flax of 
which it was made. It fat clofe, had narrow fleeves, 
and reached down to the heels. It was faftened with 
a girdle round the middle, about four fingers broad; 
and fo curioufly adorned with needle-work of differ- 
ent colours, that it bore fomerefemblance to the fkin 
of a lhake . It was ornamented with variegated flow- 
ers and figures, but the ground was linen. .This 
girdle went twice about the body of the prieft, and, 
for the fake of a graceful appearance, hung from 
thebreaft to the feet ; except when in the exercife of 
his fun&ion, on which occafion he caft it over his 
left fhoulder, that it might not encumber him. Mo- 
Abaneth. fes calls this girdle abaneth * but we now call it emian y 

a word borrowed from the Babylonians. This 
garment was made without plaits or folds, wide in 
the neck, and buckled before and behind. The Heb- 
brew name is majfabaanzes. # 

The prieft wore a kind of mitre, or bonnet, re- 
fembling afmall helmet, and covering rather more 
than half his head. It is called mafnaemphthes^ made 
of linen, and bound with a fillet to keep it fteady. 
This was covered with a cap of curious fine linen, 
which 'came fo low, that the fmalleft part of it could 
not be feen 5 and every part was fo fecured, as to 
prevent its falling or encumbering the prieft in 
his office. Such were the veftments of the priefts in 
ordinary. . 

The high-prieft, befides the ornaments already 
defcribed, had others peculiar to his office. He 
wore a purple robe that reached down to his ancles, 
which we call mcthir, with a girdle, for colours and 
jj£ ft ' s ^ Cr figures, refemblingthe beforementioned, excepting 

the addition of an intermixture of gold. Thefkirt 
"of this veft was trimmed with a fringe, and hung 
found withpomegranates, and golden bells of curi- 
ous workmanfhip, interchangeably placed at equal 
diftances from each other. This garment was with- 
out feam, and had no opening, except lengthways, 
a little below the fhoulders, behind and about the 
middle of the breaft before, with two borders, one 
to cover the opening, and another as a kind of or- 
nament to that part of it that was left for the arms 
to pafs through the fleeves, 
TheEpKoi, Over this veftment was a third, called the ephodj 

and much the fame with the epomis of the Greeks. 
It was a cubit in length, embroidered with variegat- 
ed colours, intermixed with gold, and covered the 
whole breaft. It had like wife fleeves, and was, in 
% effeft, a kind of additional ornament. 
The Eiien. Upon the fore part of this robe, and urthe mid- 
orX ° 8IO,u dle of the breaft, was left a vacant fpace for the 

ejfen, which the Greeks call logion, and the Latins, 
rationale, that is, the oracle. This fquare piece 
exa&ly filled up the vacant fpace. There were gol- 
den rings at each corner, through which ran purple 
ribbons, to conned: the ephod and the rationale. The 
high-prieft wore, upon each fhoulder, a fardonyx,fet 
in gold, which ferved as buckles to clafp one part of 
the ephod to the other. They had golden ringlets 
to bind them and the rationale together. Upon thefe 
ftones were engraved, in Hebrew characters, the 
names of Jacob's twelve fons ; the fix elder on the 
right fhoulder, and the other fix on the left. The 
eflen, or rationale, was diftinguifhed alfoby tweleve 
ftones, of fuch extraordinary magnitude and luftre, 
that, for value and ornament, were ineftimable. 
They were difpofed in four rows, at three in a row, 
No. 4. 



The high 



and fo divided from each othef' by little partitions * 
of orold, as to feciire them from falling out. In the 
firft row was a fardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald ; 
in the fecorid, a ruby, a jalper, and a fapphire ; in 
the third, a lygyrius, an amethyft, and an agate ; 
and in the fourth, a chryfolice, an onyx, and a beryl. 
Upon thefe twelve precious ftones were feveraiiy 
inferibed the names of Jacob's twelve fbns, whom 
we deem the heads of our tribes ; fo that the names 
were inferted in the order of feniority. And as 
hooks were too weak to fuftain the weight of thefe 
precious ftones, ftronger faftenings were fixed to 
the upper part of the rationale, that projected from 
the work of the garment. To this were annexed 
two wreathed golden chains, that were conveyed, 
by fecret paflages, up to the fhoulder-piece. The 
upper end of thefe chains was carried about to the 
back, and hooked with a ring behind upon the bor- 
der of the ephod ; and by thele means the whole was 
kept in a firm and uniform ftate. There was alfo 
fixed to the rationale a girdle, of the colour before- 
mentioned, but interwoven with gold. It went 
twice about the body, and being; tied in a knot be- 
fore, the two ends were left flowing, with a curious, 
gold fringe as an ornament to each. 

The high prieft's tiara, or mitre, was the fame 
with that of other priefts, excepting that it was co- 
vered with another of a purple colour, and encircled 
witha triple crown of gold, on whidh was raifed, in 
gold, the refcmblance of a cup^ in form like the bud 
of a plant, by us called faccharus^ and, by the, 
Greeks, hyofcyamos. 

For the information of thofe who may be ignorant 
of the nature of this plant, it may not be improper 
briefly todefcribe it. It commonly rifes above three 
fpans high : its root is, like that of a turnip, and its 
leaf like mint : it branches out into a round bud, in- 
veftedwitha coat, which it fheds as the fruit ripens. . 
The cup, that was placed over the golden crown, 



was about the fize of the joint of the fmaller finger, 
round an hollow, like the infide of a go]blet. In 
figure it was a kind of hemifphere, narrowing a little 
upwards, and then being dilated towards the brim 
into the form of a bafon, like a pomegranate cut in 
two. To this there was annexed a round cover (a 
great natural curiofity) withfharp points, riling out 
of it like the prickles of a pomegranate. Within 
this cup and cover, the fruit was nourifhed and pre- 
ferved. The feed is like that of the plant Sideritis,' 
or Wall-fage ; and the flower like plantane. 

Thus was the mitre adorned from the back part 
of the head round to the temples ; but the forehead 
had a golden plate over it, inferibed with* the vene- 
rable name of the Diety. Such were the veftments 
of the high prieft. . 
It is matter of wonder that other nations have 

imbibed a prejudice againft us, as blafphemers of t 
that Divine Being whom they profefs to adore. Let 
any pcrfon attend to the ftru&ure of the taberna- 
cle, the veftments of the priefts, and the veflels ufed 
in the performance of our facred rites, and he muft v< 
be convinced that our lawgiver was a pious man, 
and that the clamours againft us are mere calumny w 
and flander. The particulars alluded to are a re- * 
prefentation of the world, as will appear to every 
candid obferver. The divifion of the tabernacle 
into three parts, that is, two for the priefts in gene- 
ral, as a place common to all, and free of accefs, re- 
prefents the earth and the fea ; but the third place, 
acceflible to no mortal, is like the heavens, the pe- 
culiar refidence of the Diety. The twelve loaves of 
fhew-bread upon the table, denote the twelve 
months of the year. The candleftick, compofed of 
feventy pieces, refers to the twelve figns of the 
zodiac, thro* which the feven planets take their 
courfe, and the feven lamps, on the top of the feven 
branches,bears an analogy to the planets themfelves* 
The curtains, with the four colours of their materi- 
als, reprefi^nt the four elements. The linen may f ig- 
nify the earth from whence it wasdrived, and the 
purple the fea, from the blood of a fhell-fifh, called 
murex^ that gives It the tindiure. The violet co-* 
lour is a fymbol of the air, and the fcarlet of the fire. 
The linen garment of the high prieft, typifies tfie| 
earth, and the. violet colour the heavens. Thepome-^ 
granates refemble the lightning, as do the found of 
the bells the thunder. The four coloured ephod 
bears a refcmblance to the four elements, and the 
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interweaving it with gold, feems to refer to the rays 
from which we derive light. The middle of the effen, 
orrationaIe,in the center of the world ; and the girdle 
about the body of the prieft, the fea, which environs 
all things. The two ftones of fardonyxfignify the fun 
and moon ; ami the twelve other ftones the twelve 
ligns in the circle, which the Greeks call Zodiac. 
The purple coloured tiara, or mitre; hath an allull- 
on to heaven ; and the triple crown and plate may 
point out the glory of the Majefty on high. 

This lhall fulfice for the prefent : the fequel will 
furnifh ample matter for the dilplay of the piety and 
wifdom of our incomparable lawgiver; 
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Aaron elected high prieft ; Tax, rites, and ceremonies. 
Dedication of the tabernacle and priefts. 
of death inflitted on Nadab and Abihu, the fins of 
Aaron, for difobeying the injunction of Mofes. Sa± 
crifices and gifts of the heads of the tribes. Mofes 

the Divine will in the 



(upplicates intimation 
tabernacle i 



of 



Mwn de- A FTER the tabernacle was completed, but be- 
c ^dhi s u l\ fore its confecration, Mofes received the Divine 
Mof«. y command to appoint his brother Aaron high prieft, 

being a man who, from his fuperior virtues, merited 
that dignity. To this end, having affembled the 
multitude, arid, by expatiating on his virtues, his 
affections for them, and the dangers he had encoun- 
tered in their behalf, obtained their unanimous ap- 
plaufe and approbation of the choice of his brother, 
he thus addreffed them. 

" The work, O men of Ifrael, is now completed 
*' according to the will of God, through the means 
u and abilities we have derived from his bounty ; 
" but as this tabernacle is the place whichit pleafeth 
ci him to honour with his prefence in an efpecial man- 
" ner, the choice of a perfon to officiate in holy 

d make fupplication for the people, be- 
".comes a main and principal concern. If this im- 
u portantmatterhad been committed tome, I might 
c< have deemed myfelf entitled to the office ; notonly 
u from a principal of felf-love, but a cbnfcioufheis 
u of the laborious talks I have repeatedly performed 
c< to promote your intereft : but it is the will of the 
u Almighty, that Aaron be raifed to the dignity of 
u high prieft, as a token of his approbation of his 

Let him therefore be invefted with the 
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integrity. 

facrcd robes, the care of the altars, the perform- 
ance of facrifices, and the putting up fiipplicati- 
oits in behalf of the people. God will vouchfafe 
gracioufly to attend, from the lingular regard he 
u has (hewn for your race, as well as the man appoint- 
cc edby hisDivine command to the important office." 

{a) The multitude, pleafed with this addrefs, una- 
nimoufly acquiefced in the choice. Indeed, itmuft 
be admitted that Aaron, by reafon of his defcent, 
alliance to Mofes, and many extraordinary qualifi- 
cations, had fuperior claim to his honour. He had 
at this time four fons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar. 

Mofes gave orders that the remainder of what had 
been collected for the building of the tabernacle, 
fliould be laid out in covers for the facred veflels, 
and, indeed, for the general fervice of the taberna- 
cle itfelf, to prevent the fuftaining of any damage 
a wxlaid. from rain or duft. Having once more convened the 

people, he levied, by way of impoft, from each indi- 
vidual, half a fhekel. The fliekel is an Hebrew coin, 
equivalent to four Athenian drachms. They com- 
plied without theleaft reluftance. The number that 
offered amounted to fix hundred and five thoufand, 
five hundred and fifty. All thefe were perfons of 
free condition, and from twenty to fifty years of 
% age : and the money thusraifed was appropriated to 
Thcpuri- the fervice of the tabernacle. 

Then followed the ceremony of the purification of 
the tabernacle and the priefts in this manner. Hav- 
ing taken five hundred Ihekels worth of choice 



tying oil. 



(*) It is worthy of obfervation, that the two principal qualifications of 
the high prieft were, , that he fliould have an excellent character for 
virtuous and good actions, and alfo that he fliould have the approbation 
of the people. 
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myrrh, and the like quantity of iris, cinnamon, 
and balfam (of moft fragrant fmell) half of the 
above weight, he caufed them all to be pulverized ; 
and being mixed in an hin of oil of olives, (the 
Hebrew hin contains two Athenian choas) to be 
boiled up fo as to compofe an ointment. With this 
he anointed the priefts, the tabernacle, and all the 
appurtenances, by way of purification. He alio gave 
orders for the odours, and all neccflary articles for 
the altar of incehfe : but thefe I lhall not enumerate, 
left I fliould be thought too prolix. It is neceflary, 
however, toobferve, that twice a day (that is before 
fun-fife and about fun-fet) they were to burn incenfe, 
and fupply the lamps with purified oil ; three of 
which, in reverence to the Diety, were to remain 
burning every day upon the faci'ed candleftick, and 
the reft were to be lighted in the evening. The ar- 
tificers, who acquired the greateft reputation in the 
performance of the various articles heretofore men- 
tioned, were Bezaleeland Aholiab ; for they impro- 
ved and embellilhed the plans of others, as well as 
produced plans of their own ; but Bezaleel, in the 
general opinion, had the preference. Thefe grand 
and important works were finilhed in feven months ; 
and this period completed a year from the time of 
their deliverance from out of Egypt. 

In the begining of the fecond year, 
month called, by the Macedonians, Xanthicus, and 
by us Nifan, upon the new moon, they dedicated the 
tabernacle, with all its appurtenances, to the imme- 
diate fervice of God, who vouchfafed to Signify his 
approbation of the fame, by themanifeftation of his 
prefence in an efpecial manner. The reft: of the fky 
being ferene, a kind of (£) cloud overfpread the ta- 
bernacle, not dark and gloomy, as precedes a winter 
ftorm, but almoft penetrable to the human eye : 
from this diftilled a dew giving intimation of the 
Divine Prefence. 

Mofes having recompenfed the feveral artificers 
according to their refpe&ive merit, offered a facri- 
fice, at the Divine command, near the porch of the 
tabernacle, of a bull, aram, and a kid, forthelins of 
the people. Of the particular ceremonies I lhall 
fpeak hereafter. He then with the blood of the vic- 
tims, fprinkled the veftment of Aaron ; purifying 
both him and his fons with precious ointment and 
fpring water, aspriefts of the Moft High. This cere- 
mony of purification, both of the tabernacle and the 
priefts, was continued for fe ven fucceffive days ; but, 
on the eighth, a feftival was appointed for the peo- 
ple, who, upon that occafion, vied with each other 
in fhewing their liberality. No fooner were the 
yi&ims placed on the altar, than a fpontaneous fire 
iffued from them, the flame of which refembled a 
flafli of lightning which confumed all before it. 
^ Aaron at the fame time was vilited with an afflic- 
tion poignant as could befal a father ; but he bore 
it with becoming patience and refignation, per- 
fixaded that nothing could happen without the Di- 
vine permiffionto accomplifh the Divine purpofes. 
His two eldeft fons, Nadab and Abihu, bringing to 
the altar other victims than thofe appointed by 
Mofes, were fo fcorched by the violence of the 
flames, that immediate, death enfued. 

Mofes gave orders for their funerals without the 
camp, and their fudden departure was univerfally 
regretted. Theirrelatives were ftridlly enjoined not 
to lament, as it would be unbecoming the facerdotal 
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office, by which they were folely devoted to the ho- 
nour of God. Mofes, rejecting all dignities proffered 
him by the people, gave himfelf wholly up to the 
fervice of the Moft High. He went no longer to 
Mount Sinai, but entering the tabernacle, there 
fought intimation of the Divine will. He appeared 
in every refped:inaprivatecapacity,nordiftinguifh- 
ed himfelf in any inftancc, but in his care and con- 
cern for the common weal. He enacted fuch laws, 
for the regulation of the ftute, as tended to the ho- 
nour of God, and the intereft of the community. 
Thefe laws, which he gave them in writing, will be 
particularized on a future occafion. 

But here I muft digrefs, a little, to make fome rc- 



(ft) This cloud was afterwards a flgnal to the Hebrews, by which 
they knew when to march and when to reft. While the cloud remain- 
ed on the tabernacle, they continued where it flood ; but when the cloud 
left it, they proceeded on their march. 
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marks on the pricfts veftments, which, in reality, af- 
ford no fcopc tofalfe prophets, or the circulation of 
their impoitures, as they can never adduceproofs of 
the Divine fan&ion, though the Hebrews had fo 
many indubitable tcftimonies thereof. 

The fardonyx, which was fixed on thfe right 
tul .°of the flxouidcr of the high prieft, fhone remarkably bright 
Moots, whilft the Divine Being was propitioufly prefent at 
h^hpricft'sthe facrifice ; though the ftone hasnonatural fplen- 
, sght sboui L \ ovir 5 a cir cum It ance that muft r aife the admiration 

dcr ' of all, but thofc who affeft to ridicule whatever is 

folemn and facred. Another more extraordinary in- 
Thcfpar^c- ftance was the indication of vidtory by the lingular 
Jl^^^brilliancy of the twelve ftones affixed to the eflen 
jewels a upon the breaft of the high prieft, which had fo 

vido?/.° f powerful an effeft as to affure the people of the Di- 
vine aid, upon the approach of a confli A with their 
enemies. The Greeks confirm, rather than difpute, 
this point, by terming the eflen, in their language, 
logioXyOY oracle. But thefe extraordinary appear- 
ances ceafing two hundred years before I under took 
this work, as the Deity withdrew fuch manifefta- 

tions of his favour from a people who proved un- 
worthy, I (hall refer them to future confideration, 
and revert to the former fiibjedt. 

The concerns of the tabernacle and priefts being 
fully fettled, the people, elated with aflurance of the 
Divine favour and protection, vied with each other 
in prefenting oblations, and fhewing their grati- 
tude to the Author of all mercies. The heads of 
the twelve.tribespfferedfix waggons, with a yoke of 
oxen to each, to tranfport the tabernacle, asocca- 
iiou might require ; befides a filver charger, of an 
hundred and thirty /hekles .weight, and a filver bowl 
of feventy fhekels, both full of fine flour, mingled 
with oil to be ufed hr the facrifices, with an incenfe 
cup full of perfumes, valued at ten daricks. They 
offered like wife a young bullock, a ram, and a lamb 
of a year old, for a burnt-offering, with a he-goat for 

They brought befides their peace- 
offerings, that is, two bullocks a day, five rams, with 
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as many lambs and he goats of a year old. 
facrifices continued for twelve fucceflive days- 

As heretofore obferved,Mofes ceafed to afcend the 
mountain,but received inftruftions for the formation 
of laws for regulating thfe government in the taber- 
nacle, But this fubjecfl fliall be difcufled hereafter. 

CHAP. IX. 

■ » 

■ 

■ 

Defer iptions of facrifices with their various forms and 

ceremonies.. 

SACRIFICES are of two kinds ; one for private 
perfons, the other for the people in general; and 
they are performed in two diftinct [forms. In the one, 
alithat is placed on the altar is confumed, whence 
it is called holocaujl^ or burned. The other is in 
token of thankfgiving, and made as a feaft to thofe 
who perform the ceremony. 

Withrefpedtto thefirft ; aprivate perfonbringsan 
ox, a lamb, and a, kid ; each of the two laft one year 
old j the former may be older j but they muft all be 
males. Thefe being killed, the priefts fprinkle the 
altar with the blood ; thenhavingdiffedtedthe vi&im 
and fprinkled it with fait, they lay it on the altar, 
where a fire? is already kindled ; after which, having 
eleanfed the feetandinteftines,theyarelaid with the 
reft. The Ikinsare theperquilitesof the priefts. Such 
is the form of the burnt-offering, or holocauft. 

In facrifices of peace-offering, or thankfgiving, 
the vidlims are of the fame kind ; but they may be 
more than ay ear old and of different genders. When 
thefe are offered, the altar is fprinkled with blood ; 
but the reins and caul, and all the fat, with the lobe 
of the liver, together with the tale of the lamb, are 
laid upon the altar. The breait, and right (houlder, 
arereferved for the entertainment of the priefts : but 
what remains may be eaten during two days by the 
offerers, and the reft muft be confumed by nre. The 
fame ceremony is obfervedin facrifices for fins : but 
thofe who cannot purchafe large victims, may offer 
two young pigeons or turtles ; one of whichbecomes 

the perquitite of the prieft, and the other is con- 
fumed . 

Thofe who fin through ignorance, offer a lamb and 
and a female kid of the fame age . The prieft befprin- 
klcs the altar with the blood, but not in the fame 



maimer as before confining it to the extremities, or 
horns of the altar . The per quifites of the priefts, in 
this cafe, are the (kins, and the flefh, which they 
muft eat the fame day in the tabernacle, as they ate 
prohibited from referving any thing for the enming waful fitt * 
day; He who is confeiousof a fin, though unknown - 
to others, is to bring a ram to be eaten by the priefts 
in the tabernacle the fame day. Heads of tribes, 
making facrifice for their own fins, offer in the fame 
manner as private men, excepting that they bring 

a bull and a male kid: ^ taws for 

In facrifices both private and public,* the fineft f ea f£ a^d 
flour was to be ufed : to a lamb, the meafure of an fiffita* 
affaron ; to a ram, twa ; to a bullock .three; The 
flour is fir ft mixed with oil, and then confecrated upoti 
the altar. Thofe who facrifice bring with them oil 
in proportion to the vidtim ; for an ox, the half of an 
hin ; for a ram, a third} and for a lamb, a fourth; 
They prefent wine in the fame proportion as oil,and 
fprinkle it about the altar. If any perfon,* without 
facrificing, and only to accomplifh a vow, brings 
fine flour, a fmall handful is put upon the altar, and 
the reft becomes the perquifite of the prieft but 
whatever the prieft offers muft be burned. It is for- 
bidden to facrifice the young of any beaft with its 
dam, and alfb till it is eight days old. There are 
other facrifices for the cure of maladies, where cakes 
are eaten with the victims ; but nothing muft be 
referved till the next morning^ after the priefts 
have taken fiich parts as law allots them; 
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Manner of celebrating feflivals^ with an account of divers 



folemnitiesi 



WORDING to pofitive command,- a lamb 
year old muft be daily offered at the pub 



mormn 



evening : but two weretobefacrificed on the feventh 
or. fabbath-day, at the times ftated above; 



the folemnities 



Upon 



offerings,theylprefent feven lambs of a year's growth 
a ram, and akid,<as an expiation of thofe fins of omif- 
fioh, which. happen through forgetfulnefs. Upon 
theievehth month (which the Macedonians call Hy- 
perberetus) in addition . to* the above mentioned 
ate offered a bullock,' one fheepi feven lambs, and a 
kid. . On the tenth of the fame month they faft till 
evenirig,and facrifice the fame day a young bullock, 
two rams, fevenlambs, and a goat for a fin offering. 
Befides thefe, two kids are brought, one of which is 
fent into the defert/as a fcape goat, or general ex- 
piation for fin : the other is carried a ihort fpace 
from the tents, and by fire reduced to allies* In like 
manner they facrifice the bullock, which is not pro- 
duced at the public charge,butatthe expence of the 
high-prieft. After the death, the blood both of the 
bullock andkid,being conveyed into the tabernacle, 
theprieft fprinkles the cover, with his fingers dipped 
in it feven times, upwards and downwards ; and 
taking the remainder into the court, he pours it 
about the great altar. The high prieft alfo pre- «* 
fents a ram for a burnt-offering. • 

Upon the fifteenthday of the fame month (winter 
now approaching) the people were commanded to 
pitch their tents contiguous to each other, as more 
convenient during the extremity of the inclement 
faafon. On their arriv al in the promifed land, they 
were to repair to the metropolis as the feat of the 
holy temple, and there to celebrate a feftival for the 
fpace of eight days, and offer oblations of various 
kinds unto the Almighty, bearing in their hands a 
bundle, compofed of myrtle, willow, palm, and 
citron. 

On the firft of thefe eight days they were to fa- 
crifice thirteen oxen, fourteen lambs,, two rams, 
and a kid for a fin-offering. The number of the 
lambs and rams, with the goat, were to be the 
fame for fix days; but one bullock was to be aba- 
ted daily, till the number was reduced to fevemThe 
eighth was to be a day of reft, and obferved>asbe- 
fore defcribed. This was the Feaft of Taben*acle$ ' 
upon the Hebrews erecting their tents, and is ^pn- 
ftantly obferved by our nation. . - v-.- 

In the month of Xanthicus, (with |is,Nifan) w W c ^ L Num"u! 
commences the year on the fourteenth day after the Dew, 
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new moon the fun being then in the firft fign of the 
Zodiac, called Aries,- we are commanded to fo- 

'lemnize an anniverfary facrifice called pafcho, in 
commemoration of our deliverance out of Eprypt. 
Thisfeaft is celebrated in tribes j without any re (erve 
of what is offered ; It is fucceeded by that of the 
azymeSj or unleavened bread, which commences the 
fifteenth, and continues feven days, during which 
are diurnally facrificed two bullocks, one ram, and 
feven lambs, for a burnt-offerin g. which are all con- 
fumed by fire ; to which is added akid as a fin-of- 
fering, as a donation to the pricfts . 

On the fecond day of this feftivai they begin to 
tafte of the fruits of the earth, which though ga- 
thered the preceding harveft feafon, remain till that 
time untouched i But previous to this* as a token of 
their gratitude to thatBeingfromwhoni they derive 

. every mercy, they offer the firft frilits of the barley* 
in the following manner : having dried a handful of 
the ears, and by beatings cleanfed it from the chaff j 
they offer an aflaron of the fame upon the altar, 
leaving the tell for the ufe of the priefls. After this 
ceremony they are allowed to avail themfelves of the 
produce of theharveft at difcretion. With the fe firft 

. fruits they likewifeprefent a lamb for a holocanft. 

Seven weeks (or forty-nine days) being elapfed 
after the paffovef, upon the fiftieth day, which the 
Hebrews call affartha^ (of the fame fignification as 
pentecoftos, a fiftieth,) they offered two aflarons of 
leavened bread made of the fineft flour,and two lambs 
as a facrifice. Thefe being folely oblations to the 
Deity, after the ceremony devolve to the priefts,who 
make a referve of them to the next day- The burnt 
offerings confifted of three calves, two rams, and 
fourteen lambs, belides two kids for a fin-offering. 
No feftivai is celebrated without a burnt offering, 
and defHtingfrom manual labour, and all their forms 
and ceremonies are prefcribedby laws. The unlea- 
vened bread, compofed of twenty-four affarons of 
fine flour, was furnifhed at the public charge* The 
loaves are prepared the day before the fabbath,and 
in the morning are placed upon the (acred table, in 
the fame order, and devoted in the fame manner,as 
before defcribed. The incenfe being caft into the 
facredfire in which the burnt-offerings were conftim- 
ed, frefli was fupplied upon frefli loaves. The high 
prieft, at his own charge, offered twice a day of the 
fineft flour, mixed with oil, and a little hardened by 
fire. The meafiire of the flour is an aflaron. But 

.of thefe ceremonies I fhall treat more largely on a 
future. SKxafion. 
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c II A P. XI. 

Purification, with its particular laws, forms, and cere- 

monies. 

MOSES, having feparated the tribe of Levi, as 
feledtedfor the immediate fervice of God* pu- 
rified them with fpring water and facrifices adapted 
to the occafion. To their charge he committed the 
tabernacle with its appurtenances, and appointed 
them to minifter to the pri efts, being confecrated and 
fet apart to that office. An ordinance was likewife 
eftablilhed, refpe&ingabftinence fromcertain living- 
creatures. The eating of blood was moft folemnly 
prohibited, as containing the very life of the animal ; 
as was alio theflefh of beafts that died of themfelves, 
together with the caul of goats, flieep>or oxen. Le- 
prous perfons were feparated from fociety. Women, 
at certain temporary returns, were reftri&ed from 
male intercourfe for the fpace of feven days. Thofe 
who aflifted at funerals were debarred from converfe 
for the fame fpace. In a word, fuch aslaboured un- 
der any infe&ion, or had rendered themfelves by 
any means unclean and obnoxious, were either fiib- 
ject to certain modes of purification, or fccluded 
from fociety. Thofe who recovered fromleprous, 
or any infeftiotis difcafes, were enjoined to teftify 
their gratitude, by offering oblations according to 
the belt of their abilities. 

This proves the envy and falacy of a fabulous 
report that Mofes lied out of Egypt, becaufe.he was 

(a) Thefe words nf Tofcplnts arc remarkable, that ihc Lawgiver of 
the Jews required of the prieft a double decree of purity in companion 
of that required of the people, of which he gives fevera! inftanccs. 



infected withaleprofy ; and that the Hebre\vs,whom 
he conducted towards the land of Canaan, laboured, 
in general, under that difcafe : for, had that been the 
cale, Mofes would not have formed a law that re- 
flected difgrace onhimfclf, or countenanced fuch a 
law if propofed by another. Belides, in many other 
nations, perfons infe&ed with that difeafe are not on- 
ly exempt from the injunctions laid upon the He- 
brews, but admitted to offices of the nrlt dignity, 
both in the army and the ftate, as well as to religious 
privileges in general; Furthermore, admitting that vindiod 
Mofes had been infected according to this report, he on of Mo * 
might have introduced caufes in particular ftatutes 
to obviate the odium and penalty annexed to the 
fame. It is therefore evident that malice is the 
fource of this obloquy, and that the ftatutes were 
ordained from laudible motives. But Jet every 
man judge for himfelf; 

Women, after delivery of a male child, were for- , 
I bidden the temple for forty days. On their entrance Lawif« 
they were to prefent their oblations, of which one ^jJJJjJ 
part was confecratedj and the other belonged to 
the priefts.- 

If any man fu{pe<Stcd his wife of adultery, he was 
to bring an aflaron of barley meal, and catting an For aid. 
handful «pon the altar, the reft was rcferved for the f3£* 
priefts. Then one of the priefts} placing the wo- 
man in the porch oppolite the temple, and uncover- 
ing her head writes the facrcd name of the Deity on 
a parchment, and caufes her to fwear, with deadly 
imprecations on herfelf if perjured, that fhe has not 
violated her chaftity : but if the fufpicion arifes thro* 
excefs of love or jeaioufy,- to implore that in ten 
months after flie may bring forth a* fon. After this 
fblemnity the prieft dips the parchment in water to 
erafe the facred name, pours it into a phial, and then 
taking fome of the duft of the temple, and mingling 
it with the fame, gives it to the woman to drink. If 
flie has been unjuftly accufed, flie fliould prove preg- 
nant, and bring forth a child ; but if guilty, fhe 
fliould die an ignominious death. Thefe are the 
laws prefcribedby Mofes concerning {acrifices and 
purifications. Thofe refpe&ing other particulars 
are as follow. 



CHAP. XII. 



Various laws .refpc&ing adultery, inceft, and the mar- 
riage of priefts. Cejfat ion from tillage every [event h 
year. The year of jubilee. Cuftoms of war. Dtf* 
pofition of the army. Ufes of the trumpets of Jilver. 



ADULTERY was moft folemnly prohibited, con- 
jugal fidelity being juftly deemed the bafis of fa- 
cial happinefs, as well as the moft effe&ual fecurity 
of the property and intereft of the ftate in general, 
and of private families in particular. Inceft, devi- 
ations from the laws of decency and unnatural pro- 
penfities in general, were likewife ftri&ly forbidden ; 
and thofe who tranfgrefledwere feverelypunifli ed. 

But the priefts were enjoined to obferve laws more ran: 
rigid (a) than the people in common, bein p; com- reftri L 

J J \ vn. • ^ r i u 6 • on the 

manned toabltam not only from enormous crimes, priefls. 
but interdicted from marrying women caft off, or 
fuch as were prifoners, that had dwelt in any houfe 
of common reception, or had been divorced from 
any caufe whatever. The high-prieft was not per- 
mitted even to marry a widow, (though lawful for 
the other priefts,) but had liberty only to take a vir- 
in to wife. He was alfo forbidden to approach a 

ead perfon, whilft other priefts were allowed to fee 
their deceafed relatives. 

Priefts, in general, were to be men of integrity, of 
manners, and of found body. If any one received an 
accidental blemifh, he was allowed his portion with 
the other priefts, but not permitted to minifter in 
holy things. Purity was not only enjoined them in 
the performance of their facred functions, but they 
were to preferve a rectitude of manners throughout ; 
their general condulft. Thofe therefore, who entered 
on the facredotaloffice,wcre tbbemenchafteandab- 
ftemious. They were forbidden the ufe of wine in 

This was alfo the cafe amongft rhe firft Chriftians, of the c!ergy in corn- 
parifoa of the laity, as the apoflolical con Ainu ion 2 am! canons every 
where inform as- 
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their veftmcnts, ami were to offer up entire facrifices 
without any defcifb 

Thefe laws were to be obferved during; thcircon- 
tinuancc in the defert ; but there were others that 
were not to take plac£ till they fliould enter into pof- 
feffion of the land of Canaan* Every feventh year the 
earth was neither tilled or planted, as the people 
icvft.xxv. ceafed from labour every feventh day. The iponta- 
r>ic t h' neous produA was to be common without refervati- 
vca"sCnb- OIl for the nfc of ftrangers as well as natives. The 
^ tfc ' lame decree was to take effect at the expiration of 

feven times feven years ; and the year following 
Thcycar beingthc fiftieth, was called,by the Hebrews, jubilee 
of jubilee. or liberty* All debtors, on this occafion, were to be 



Ephraim. For Jacobs as before obferved, obtained 
or Jofeph a right to his fons by adoption. 

While the army was encamped (a) the taberna- 
cle was pitched in the center, and guarded by three 
tribes, who took their refpc&ive ftations. Between 
them were left {paces to pafs and repaft. They had 
likewifc & market, and goods expofed to fale by 
artizans of. the different occupations, £b that it re- 
fembled a trading city. The priefts were afligned 
their pofts round about the tabernacle, and next to 
them the Levites (for of them there were, by com- 
putation* males, exceeding the age of thirty, 
-3>83o) as they officiated as afflftants in holy con- 

During the time that the cloud hovered over 
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releafed from imprifonment ; bondmen, enjoined to the tabernacle, in token of the Divine prefence, the 
fervitude for tranfgreflions of the laws, were to be j people remained in the fame places, and moved as 
let free ; and all lands were to bercftoredto their || they were directed by the cloud, 
firft proprietors after this manner. Upon the ap- 
proach of the jubilee, the feller and purchafer met 
together, and took aneftimate of the profits and ex- 
pences that had been derived from and laid out on 
the land. If the former exceeded the latter, the fel- 
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ler immediately received poffeffion; but if the con- 
trary appeared, the purchafer, on fatisfa&ion made 
him for the deficiencies, reinftated the feller in his 
property. If the profits and expences were equal, 
rettitution was made to the antient pofleflbr. The 
fame law held good with refpect to houles j for if the 
feller, within the fpace of the year, refunded the pur- 
chafe money, the buyer reftored him the premifes ; 
but if the year was expired, and the money riot depo- 
iited, it becanijc the legal property of the purchafer. 
Thefe laws Mofes received from the Divine intima- 
tion upon Mount Sinai, and they were by him com- 
municated to the Hebrews for their dueobfervation. 

All matters relative to civil government being 
thus adjuftcd, Mofes turned hi$ thoughts to fuch 
concerns as refpectcd the army. He ifiued a man- 
N'am. i. date to all the heads of tribes (that of Levi except- 
^F^ anccs ed) to mufter, and make a report of all who were 
° Wa *' able to bear arms, in confequence of which they 
Mofcsnum-were found to amount to fix hundred and three thou- 
£" P ie hC fand and upwards, between the years of twenty and 
Mam. «vi. fifty. In the place of Levi (whole tribe was exempt 

from military engagements) he raifed Manaffes, the 
fon of Jofeph, as leader, and for Jofeph fubftituted 
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ftrait j and the cavity, which was to convey and re 
ceive the wind, ended in the form of a cell, like 



trumpets in common, 
language, a fophra* TI 

pets made ; one was to call the people to general af- 
femblies, and the other to fummon the heads of the 
tribes tp hold cpnfultation on the affairs of ftate ; but 
at the found of both, the princes, or heads, and the 
people, were to aflemble in general. 

The tabernacle was moved in this folemn order : 
On the firft alarm of the trumpet, thofe who were 
encamped towards the eaft diflodged ; on the next 
thofe to the fouthward ; then the tabernacle was un- 
fixed , and carried in the center, between fix tribes in 
the front, and fix in the rear, all the Levites officially 
attending. At the third alarm thofe to the wpftward 
moved ; and at the fourth thofe on the north follow- 
ed, them. Thefe trumpets were alfo ufed on iacred 
OQcafions,bothonthefabbathand otherdays. Then 
alfo was the firft paflbver celebrated by our ances- 
tors, after that in the defert, in commemoration of 
their deliverance from Egyptian bondage. 

The whole form, order, and mode of encampment 
of the Ilraelites, with the difpofition of the twelve 
tribes, and the refpe&ivfe numbers of each, will be 
feen, at one view, by the following table. 
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Judah. Iflacbar. 
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Dan. 
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^ Naphtali 
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III. 
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Mofes, Aaron, and 
the PRIESTS. 



Reuben. 
46500. 



45650. 



Ephraim. Manafles. Benjamin 
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(a) Each of thefe camps had its peculiar banner or ftandard, and each 
(Undard its motto or infeription. Each ftandard had likewifc a diftin& 
%>rc marked on it. Reuben's ftandard had the figure of a man ; Ju- 
dah's, of a lion ; Ephraim, of an ox ; and Dan's, that of an eagle. The 
fame four creatures are ufed by the prophet Ezekicl in the defcription of 
his firft viiion. Every cherub is faid to have had four faces ; the face of 

a man, to fhew his undemanding; of a lion, to fliew his power; of an 
ox, to mew his miniftcrial office ; and of an eagle, to ihew his fwifmefs 



in the execmion of God's will. Under the fame four, in the opinion of 
1 he Fathers, are rcprefented the four Evangelifls. The man rcprcfents 
Sr. Matthew, becaufc he begins his Gofpel with the generation of Chrift ; 
the Lion, St. Mark, becaufc he begins his Gofpel irom the voice of the 
lion roaring in the wildernefs ; the Ox, St. Luke, becaufc lie begins with 
Zacharias, thepricft; and the eagle, St. John, who, foaring aloft, be- 
ginneth with the divinity of Chrift. 
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Sedition againjl Mofes. Hebrews obtain relief. Pnuified ]| people with rcfuliition to engage in a contcil 

for mutiny. 

SOON after the Hebrews left Mount Sinai, and, 
after a few (hitions by the way, they arrived at a 
place called Jeremoth. There the people again be- 
gan to be mutinous, arid to blame Mofes for the 
hardlhips they had encountered in their travels ; 
charging him with having perfuaded them to lea?e 
a fertile country, and now reduced them to a nc- 
ceflity of wandering about in aftatc of mifery and 
want, infomuch, that they had riot water to drink, 
and fhouldit happen that manna failed them, they 
mull inevitably perifhi Whillt they were. loading 
him with the bittereft invedtives, notwithftanding 
his coufummate abilities, one of the multitude ftep- 
ped forth, and exhorted them to regard him with 
gratitude for the wonders he had done for them, t\6t 
ever de'fpair of the aid krid alfCftance of the.'Al- 
mighty. But this friendly admonition incenied them 
the more, and iricfeafed their fpleeii againft Mofes* 
who, neverthe'lefs, encouraged them in their des- 
pairing litiiation, and aflured them that, notwith- 
ilanding the obloquy lie had received at their hands, 
he would procure for them a ftore of provifibns, 
not for one, but for many days. When they re- 
mained icreduldus, and one of them alked whence he 

could raife provifion for fo nufrierolis a body, he ah- 
fwered, u The great God and his 'fervant, notwith- 



ftanding your reproaches, will never ceafe to be 
careful for you, asyou will fhortly perceive." Scarce 
had he Ipoken this, when the camp was covered with 
quails, (a) of which they took gi'cat numbers. 
However they were foon punifliedfpr their infolent 
reproaches, by fo great a "~ 
that the pla ce retains the ii 




to this day, and is called 'Cabrothaba, or 
hattavah ; or, The Sepulchres of cbncupifcence. 
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brought with them (ample* of the fruits of the land, 
pointed out their excellence, and "*avc fo plealingun 
account of the country in general, as to iufpirc the 

they w ere difmayed on the other hand by t)ic dilii- enconr!? 
culty of the acquHition, being; informed that the ^bot 
rivers were io w ide and deep as to bcmipaiiable, and Jiinuje^ 
the mountains fo ftecp as to be inacccfiiblc ; alio that pj,^/^ 
their cities were ftrongly fortified with walls and <H«, 
bulwarks. They alfo reported that, in Hebron, they 
had found the poftcrity of the giants. Upon the 
whole the (pies, intimidated themfel ves, reprefented 
the difficulties and horrors they had encountered in 
fuch alight, asftruck the multitude with confteriia- 
tion; fo that giving up the couquefl: as impra&ica- 
ble, they diflblved thealfenibly, and returned home 
to their wives and children deploring their fate, as if 
the great Arbiter of all things had promifed that 
which would never be a'ffe&etl. They alfo blamed 
Mofes, and reviled both him and his brother Aaron, 4ain£ 
the high prieft. ^ They pafled the night in difquiet *f ^ 
and i ; £proaches,'&fid in the morning re-aflembled in foiutiau 
a tnmtilniotisinanrier, with an intention (c) to ftonc ™Eg^ 
both Mofes arid Aaron, arid then return to Egypt. 
But two of the fpies, Jofliiia, the fon of Nun, of 



CHAP. XIV* 

0 « 4 

Spies fent to Canaan. 'Multitude 'differently affetlird by\ 
their report. Mutiny "againft Mofes. ' Appeafed ' by 
Caleb and Jofbua. Mofes and Aaron intercede for the 
people. Their prayers heard. 

WHEN Mofes had conducted the Hebrews from> 
thence to a place called Pharan. or the 
Straits, upon the confines of Canaan, he fummoned 
the heads to a council, and thus addrclTed them. 
" Of the two great benefits, liberty and the p : 6(- 
" feftlon of an happy country, promifed yon by the ; 
u God of truth, you already enjoy the one, and'tlie; 
" other will ibeedily follow. We arc now oil the 
cc borders of Canaan, nor can the force of united 
" nations deprive us of the acquifidon of it. Let 
" us> therefore, prepare for a vigorous exertion, as 
cc we cannot expe& that the inhabitants will refign 
" their title without reiiftance, or that wefliouldob- 
4< tain a conqueft without refolutioil. M)T counfel 
" is, that certain fpies bje fent out to furvey the coun- 
Cc try, and the ftrength of the inhabitants, But 
u above all things let me recommend unanimity, and J 
" a firm reliance on the power and prote&ion of tile; 

" Almighty." : 
The propofal of Mofes met with general approba- 
tion, and twelve men of the firft rank,, one out of 
each tribe, were appointed as fpies: Haying fur- 



the tribe ofEphraim, and Caleb, of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, fearfitl of the confequences of the(e tumults, 
rufhed into the midft of. the multitude, whom they 
endeavoured to appeale, by defiring them not to 
defpair of the accomplifliment of the Divine pro- Caleb 
mifes, from any riimOurs that had been fpread ret^JjJJ 
pedHng the fltuation bf affairs in Canaan, and ex-app«red 
horting them to attend to thofe who would be the ^°* Xt * 
principal agents in bringing about the expected 
event. "For (continued they) neither the height of 
mountains, nor the depth of rivers, can deter men . 
of valour from the attempt, elpccially when they 
rely on the Divine aid. Let us, therefore, go for- 
ward without difrhay, and in full confidence of vic- 
tory, havingthe arm of Omnipotence to prote<Skand ^ a 
defend us." Thus did they endeavour at once*to ap- Aa *o» 
peafe the multitude, and inlpire them with refolu-th^L 
tion; whllft Mofes and Aaron, falling proftrate, Th 
humbly befought'the Almighty, not for their own" 3 
fafety, bilt that he would be pieafed to reftore the 
defpairm ; g^j)eopie to aquiet mind, who were now in 
fuch a ftate of tumult and diforder . The cloud then 
appeared, and refting upon the tabernacle, gave 
teftimony of the Divine Prefencc. 9 

CHAP. XV. 

Mofes* foretells that the Ifraelitcs Jhoxld wander in the 
defert forty years'. Ihcy repent. Jnjlances 





of the 



authority of Mofes. 



M 



ic vey ed the land of Canaan from the borders of Egypt,, 
they came to mount Libanus, and having explored 
the nature of the foil, as well as the inhabitants, 
they returned after anabfence of forty days. They 



(a) Commentators have differed in their opinions what this food was, 
which we tr.inllate cua'tls ; fome endeavouring ro prove that our tranfla- 
tiou is right, whilfy others attempt ro fliew, that, inflead of qt/ails, the 
word fliould have heen rendered locnjls. The original term implies 
both ; anil perhaps both were fent at the fame time. They complained 
for want of v^rirty, and therefore God might t»ivc them the variety they 
Infled aftrr. The PfalMift fcems to favour this interpretation, when he 
fays, that God rawed fltfl) upon thstn as thick at efi/fl, and fat here ft 
jhvts as th: find ufthe fea 9 I'fal. Ixxviii. 27. 

\b) Or, as fome writers fry, the leprofy, which proceeds from a 



OSES now boldly prefented himfelf to the mul- 
titude, and informed them, that the Almighty, 
provoked at their outrages, was determined to pu- 
nifli them ; not,indeed, according to their deferts,but 
as tender parents chaflifed their children. For, that 
while he continued in the tabernacle, and befought 
Him hi their behalf, he had recounted the benefits 
conferredupon thcm,andthcmany inftanccs of their 
ingratitude and difobedience, particularly in giving 
more credit to there'portof the fpies than to his pro- 
mife ; for which caufe, though he would not exter- 
minate their whole race, (whom hehad preferred to 
the reft of mankind,) yet he would not permit them 
to take pofTeflion of the land of Canaan, nor enjoy 
its abundance, but would caufe them to wander in 
the defert for forty years ; promifing, at the fame 
time, to their children, the pofleffion and enjoyment 
of thofe good things, which they had forfeited by 
their murmuring and difobediencc. ,, 




m 



precarious and ill difpofition of the blood and juices ; but the more im- 
mediate caufe is an infinity of fmall imperceptible worms, that intlmtate 
themfelvcs between the flefh and the (kin, which prry upon the fcarf 
fkin, then upon the inner flcin, and afterwards upon the extremities of 
thfc nerves and mnfcles, from whence arifes a total corruption of the 
whole mafs of blood. 

{c) From'this defign it appears evident that the children of Ifracl 

;S 

nor 

- - - r> - j *> - - ■ .1 " - - j 

would they truft in him, 




3 



\cj rrom tnis oeugn it appears eviuem mat uie ennaren or iirnc 
were very obdurate hard hearted wretches $ for, ahhon}»h God wa 
daily working miracles in their fight, yet thry would not believe, no 

at « n • \ * 



% 



1 



Book III 



ANTI Q,U I T I E S of the JEW S. 



Repenunc 

unJ fub- 

ronton of 

ihi peo- 
ple* 



Chancer 
of Mofe*. 

His autho- 
rity com- 
plete, am- 
ple, ami 
perpetual. 



When Mofes had communicated thefe particu- 
lars, the people were greatly affeifted, and entrea- 
ted him to procure their reconciliation with the of- 
fended Majcfty of Heaven, that they might not con- 
tinue to lead a wandering life, but be indulged with 
a permanent refidence. But he replied, that this was 
inadmifllble ; for the Almighty was not incenfed 
againitthem after the manner of men, but had, for 
his own wife ends, denounced that punifhment 
which could not be averted. Npi* is it improbable 
that Mofes, though but a fingle individual, fhould 



pacify fuch multitudes ; for he was affifted by Power 
Divine, which now wrought the people into a per- 
fuafion, that all their calamities were the effed of 
their contumacy arid difobedience. 

But Mofes was as admirable for his virtue and pre- 
vailing influence over the minds and conduct of 



they wercnot permitted to partake of the vi&im^be- 
caufe Mofes had forbidden it, from their being dis- 
qualified. Some have not facrificed at all, while 
others have left their facrifices unfinished ; and many 
more have been forbidden accefs to the temple, chu- 
fing rather to adhere to the iiiftitutions or Mofes, 
than in any one inftance indulge their inclinations* 
and that froit^motives truly confeientions. Thijs 'did 
tiid legiflation of Mofes appear to be truly DiVinei 
As another inftance, a little before the wars of the 



J ... 

and Iflimael was an high priefl, fo great a famine pre- 
vailed, that an affaron of meal was fold for four 
drachms ; and there was brought to the feftival of'* 
Azymes, the quantity of feventy corus, (which air£ 
equal to thirty-one Sicilian, and forty- one Athenian 
^ medimni), yet not one of the priefts would touch a 

men, not only during his natural life, but remains, || grain of it, no twithftandinj? the general diftrefs, and 



fo in thefe our days, as there is not one of the He- 
brews but holds himfelf as much bound to obey his 
ordinances andinftitutionsnow, as if he were a&ually 
prefent with them. There are many reafons to fup- 
pofe tliat his power was more than human. Amongft 
others,' when certain Arrangers have travelled from 
parts beyond the Euphrates, at immenffe charge and 
great peril, to honour our temple and offer facrificej 



of the __ 

of fin, whatever plea might be urged by the offender \ 
The Angular events of former times, therefore, 
fhould not excite our wonder, when we confidet thkt 
the \Vritings of Mofes are in filch force even to this 
day, that ourprofefTed enemies acknowledge our go- 
vernment and laws were inftituted by God himfelf j 
and that throutrh, the means of his chofen fervantl 
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CHAP. I. 

■ 

The Hebrews wage war with the Canaanltes without tak- 
ing counjel from Mojes, and are defeated. 

HE troubles and afflictions both of body and 
mind, to which the Hebrews were contin- 
ually expofed in the defert, rendered them 
fo defperate, that, notwithftanding the ex- 
prefs prohibition of the Almighty, and the m oft 

L h rac^onof P ovver f u l diffuafives of Mofes, they determined on a 
thc 3 Hc- ° war againft the Canaanites, alledging, that God 
^^j^ he -would vouchfafe them his aid, not out of regard to 
should at- the intcrcellionof Mofes, but the efpecial favour he 
Cmaanttcs * lac * fliewn their nation from the time of their fore- 
inoppo- fathers, whofe virtues he had ever rewarded by fin- 
^f^^gular interpofitions of his providence. They had 

alfb a prefumptuous reliance on their own ftrength 
and abilities, though Mofes fhould endeavour to 
counteract their efforts. Indeed, they feemed to 
have imbibed a general opinion, that it would re- 
dound to their intereft to eftabiifh a form of govern- 
ment amongft themfelves ; and that though Mofes 
had been, in fome degree, accefTary to their deli- 
verance from Egyptian bondage, it did not follow 
that, they were Under an obligation of fubmitting 
to his tyrannical impofitions, as if God had com- 
municated his will and pleafure concerning them 
from a partial attachment to him. The leaders of 
this defign took care alfo to infinuate, that as they 
were all the pofterity of Abraham, his vanity and 
pride were highly cenfurable, in affe&ing a fore- 
knowledge of events that fhould happen to himfrom 
Divine intimation peculiar to himfelf, and that 
therefore it would be prudent in them to oppofe his 
- arrogant pretences, place their fole confidence in the 
Almighty, for obtaining pofleflion of the counti*y he 
had pro mi fed them, and, from a confideratiori of 
the calamities under which they ftill groaued, im- 
mediately proceed to a contcft witli the Canaanites, 
depending on the aid of Omnipotence, without the 
interference of anv lcsriflator. 



A J.ingcf- 
•d'.is muci 
ny. 



This propofal being univerfally approved, as the 
wifeft expedient, they fallied forth againft their ene- 
mies, who not being the leaft intimidated, either by 
the attack, or the multitudinous body which made 
it, refilled fo valiantly, that the Hebrews were 
routed with great (laughter, compelled to a moft 
ignomious flight, and purfued even to their very rh *£ 



They 



camp. . This unexpected overthrow reduced them punk 
to a ftate of defperation, as from thence they con- " 0 C ^ 
eluded it was inflidted as apunifhrnent from the Al-Thciro» 
mighty, for embarking in an enterprize without his j^ 0 -^ 
counfel and approbation. mcnt. 

When Mofes obferved the defponding fituation 
of his countrymen, and that the enemy were elated 
with their vidtory, he deemed it proper to with- 
draw the army into the wildernefs, to a farther dis- 
tance from the Canaanites. The people now re- JJ?^ 
figned themfelves up to his guidance, confeious that the 
without him their affairs could not profper. 
accordingly decamped, and retired into the defert, 
refolving not tomake a farther attempt againft their 
enemies, before they were favoured with due inti- 
mation of the Divine will. 

But as it often happens amongft promifcuous 
multitudes, efpecially upon ill fuccefs, that the 
herd grows headftrong and difobedient to com- 
mand, fo it was with refpect to the Hebrews upon 
this occafion ; for amounting in number to fix hunr- 
dred thoufand, and even in their better fortunes, 
having been refractory to their governors, they 
were now more exafperated by their diftrefTes. This 
occafioned a fedition, of which there cannot be ad- The 
duced a fimiliar inftance amongft the Greeks, or 
even Barbarians. It would have proved deftru&ive, >fof«j 
had not Mofes, forgetirig their defigns on his life, 
interpofed in their behalf. Nor were they totally 
abandoned by that Almighty power which had fo 
often protected them ; and now, notwithftanding 
the indignities they offered their law-giver, and 
their difobedience to the Divine commands, deliver- 




ed them from that danger into which they brought 
themfelves by%their mutiny and rebellion, as will 
appear from the fequcl. 
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CHAP. II. 

Sedition of Corah and tAe multitude againft Mofes and 
his brother Jar on, concerning the priefthood. Corah 
raifts a mutiny , and detatches many of the leaders from 
Mofes ^ who addrejfes them upon that occafton. 

\ « 

.. • 

cm& fpiORAH, an Hebrew of great wealth and mflu- 

fbi ni^tte* v> ence, and fanious for his eloquence, becoming 
roppUnttng jealous of the dignity to which Mofes had attained, 

4c°rieft- raifed a clamour againft him amongft the Levites, 
hoo5? who were of the fame tribe, by fuggefting to them, 
^ fl ^; xvi inan occasional harangue, cc That it redounded to 

* 4 their dishonour thus tamely to fuffer Mofes, under 



Fa&ion 
againft 
Mofei for 

aflaming 
authority 



" pretence of the Divine command, to retain an un- 

<f limited authority, * veft the priefthood in his bro- 



tc ther Aaron without their fuffrages, and beftbw 
U P^ accs of honour and profit at pleafiire^. He added 
apdnivan- " that thefe meafures were the more oppreffive and 
brother <c grievous as founded on the arts of iophiftry and 
Aaron to u inlinuation ; that thofe who are confeious of de- 

the office 
of high 
jricft. 



<c fervingpofts of dignity, endeavour to obtain them 
" not by force, but mild periuafion ; that it was the 
u intereft of a ftate to check the ambition df fuch 
" afpiring individuals, before they acquired an in- 
u fluence that might prove deftru&ive: He demand- 
? c ed by what authority Mofes. had .conferred the 
* fc prreftbood on Aaron and his fons ? enforced his 
own title as fiijierior to theirs,, both-by defcent and 
property ; that if it was the will of God, it fliould 
be verted in the tribe of Levi ; . and concluded with 
ct obferving, that if the honour appertained to the 
44 moft ancient of the tribes; that of Reuben fhould 
" enjoy it, in which cafes it would fall to the lot of 
u Dathan, Abiram* or Peleth* as claimants from 
J* antiquity and opulence /*' 



This addreft of Corah n 
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u 




An outcry 
for the 
ftontng or* 
Mofes 



• r ■ 

have had the fern^ 
blance of public Virtue ; but it was dictated by in- 
tereftfed principles, to raife a tumult and obtrude 
himfelf into the .office of the priefthood; In a fhort 
time, indeed,! t had ,in fb*ne degree,the defired effe<3; if 
for the opinions he advanced being indaftrioufly ptfo^ 
pagated by his party, as well as exaggerated by re- 
port, thofe who wereaverfe to-the intereft of Aaron, 
raifed a party of two hundred and fifty to joinin, this 
confpiracy,wreft the priefthoodfronihim,and tranf* 
ferit to Corah. Nay, the multitude were fafarpre- 
vailed on by thefe factious proceedings, that they at- 
tempted to ft ojie Mofes, and fnrrounded the taber- 
nacle in tumultuous uproar, exclaiming, that the 
tyrant fhoutd be exterminated* who, under the pre- 
text of the Divine command, had reduced them to 
a ftate of abject flavery ; and adding that if God 
hadchofen one to the office of highprieft a he would 
not have conferred it on a perfbn who was far infe* 
rior to others ; and alfo if it had been fo decreed, 

Aaron would undoubtedly have obtained it by the 
fuffrages of the people, and not the ufuvped autho- 
rity of his brother. 

* 

Mofes, confeious of his integrity, and that the ap- 
pointment of his brother to the priefthood was pur- 
suant to the Divine will, was by no means difmay ed 
by the calumny of Corah, nor its effedt upon the in- 
cenfed multitudein whofe pretence he thus addreffed 
their fadlious leader. 



Defence of 

Mofes 3- 



I readily grant (faidhe) that you, Corah, and 

5ainft £ 0- u your .aflbciates, are all worthy of honour; but I 

oh. Cc contemn not the reft of the aflembly, tho* inferior 

to you in riches, and other endowments. Aaron 

was not appointed to the office of highprieft for 

his wealth, (for you are more opulent,} nor for his 

nobility ;. for in that we are equal as deriving our 

origin from the fame progenitor . Nor have I de~ 

prived any man of his right in "\vhat I conferred on 

my brother. Nay, if I had not been actuated by 

becoming motives, I fliould have taken the office 

li upon myfelf. Beiides, it would have been the 

4C heighth of folly to expofe myfelf to danger by 

" by an aft of injuftice, from which another might 

u reap benefit, exclulive of myfelf j but far be from 

" me fuch impiety and injuftice. The Almighty 
No. $• 



cc 
cc 
cc 

CC 
CC 



" would neither have fuffcrcd his honour tobc thus 
< 4 violated, or you to have remained in fuchigno- 
u ranee of what w#* acceptable to him* It was 
" God who chofe the prieft : it is God who absolves 
V me from the charge of criminalty. But now ad- 
" mitting that Aaron holds the office by Divine ap- 
pointment, without any partiality on my part, he 
lhall reft his c^ufe oj> your fuffrages, without in- 
iiftingupon the legality of what has palTed,though 
with your approbation. This propofal is to con- 
iC vince you that ambition is not his motive* and 



of 



juft 



— i — — — — — — J ^ * p ^*' mm** 

u have refufed an office of Divine appointment ; 
" that the acceptance of it can he no juft ground 
" offence. But as it is more reafonable that the don 
" fjhpuld confirm the gift, let the matter be on 
M again referred to the Divine appointment, a: 
f 4 then you may abide by the perfon fo chofen to t 
" facred fun&ioxt. Surely Gorah would not be 
" prefumptuous as to queftioh the Divine right 
ct appointing the office of high prieft. , One d 
<c without farther controverty, will bring this poi 
" t6 an iifiie; Let all the claimants appear to^mc 
" row with their cenfers in their hands, with fire ai 

in them. You, Corah* muft patiently wi 

6C the Divine determination, without prcl 

ic arrogate a pre-eminence, but appear amongft the 
^competitors. Nor do I fee what (hauld exclude 
" Aaron from putting in his claim, as he hath hi- 
<c therto maintained an unexceptionable character 
cc in the exercife of his function, and is alfo of the 
" fame tribe of yourlelf. When you are all toge- 
u ther, you fhall ofFer incenfe in the prefence of the 
"people; and let that perfon whofe offerings fhall 
cc he moft acceptable in the fight of God, be de- 

This will de- 



cc 



id and confirmed hi erh prieft 
the point 



tie volently as 



CHAP; 

Tremendous judgement on the authors of the /edition. The 
office of high prieft confirmed to Aaron and his fons. 

■ 

'TpHIS addrefs of Mofes not only appeafed the 
X clamour of the multitude, but difpofed them 
in his favour, as a perfon in every reiped: qualified 
to fill the chara&er he reprefented } and hereupon 
the affembly feparated* 

The next day the people re-aflemtled to attend 
| the facrifice, and wait the event of the election, for 
which they were, in general, very folicitous, though The eo u 
attached ta different interefts. Some were tumul- divilsd, P 
tuous, and for proceeding in a riotous manner againft 
Mofes: but the wife and dtfereetpart recommend- 
ed peace and good order, perfuaded that fedition 
and mutiny were fubverfive of all government, as 
the rabble are ever fond of novelty, and ready to Dtfpofitlo* 
revile their fuperiors, as well as receive and propa- common 

gate (lander upon every occafion. people. 
Mofes, however, fummoned Dathan and Abiram Dathan 

and Abi- 
i am fum- 
moned by 
Mofes. 



to attend the ifliie of the facrifice, and prefer their 
refpedtive claims j but they abfolutely refufed, aver- 
ing, that they would no longer fubmit to his ufiirped 
authority. Upon this anfwer Mofes took fome of 
the elders with him, and notwithftanding his ex- 
alted ftation, went in perfon to thefe reyolters. 
When Dathan and his aflbciates heard of the ap- 
proach of Mofes and the elders, they came out of 
their tents, with their wives and children, refolutc- 
ly to wait for him, having their attendants at hand, 
in order to repel force by force, if neceflity fliould 
require it. Mofes proceeded quietly till he came to 
Dathan, when lifting up his hands to heaven, he 
ipvoked the Almighty, in the hearing of the whole 
multitude, to following effect : 



Difclaim 
his autho 
ricv. 



Mofes goes 
to the fac- 
tion attcn- 
dedj»v th« 




Dachan & 
his compa- 
nions uwaic 
their ap- 
proach. 



w 

thou who art Lord of the Uni- Mofes'i fo- 

lemn ap- 
peal to die 

Almighty* 



" Almighty God, 
lQ verfe, the judge of all my actions, art witnels that 
cc whatever I have done has been in perfect confor- 
<6 mity to thy will ; thou, who, in companion to 

E 
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<c the Hebrews, haft been gracious to them, as well 
a» my conftant fupport upon every occafion,hcar 
my prayer ; thou, who kno welt the fecrets of all 
hearts, vouchfafe to bring the truth to light, and 
UKinifeft the ingratitude of thefc men ; thou 
from whom nothing can be hidden, and to whom 
is known every action of my life, do thou be 
4 i pleafed to bear tcftimony to my innocence, againft 
" thofe who revile and ilandcr me. Thoti knoweft 
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44 
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u that I quitted a quiet and comfortable life, which I 
tft enjoyed through thy bleffinguponmy endeavours 
and the favour of my father-in-law, J ethro, for the 
" exchange of hazardous entcrprizes, for the liberty 
tc and fecurity of thefe people. But now, iince I am 
become obnoxious to thofe who,by nly means have 
been delivered from the extremeft difficulties and 
dangers; do thou, Lord, that didft appear to me 
out of the fire upon mount Sinai, let me hear thy 
voice, and be witnefs of thy Divine dire&ions. 
46 Thou, that didft honour me with an embafly into 
Egypt, humbling the pric\e of the Egyptians, and 
delivering the Hebrews out of their bondage' j 
" thou that laidft the power of Pharoah at my feet, 
turning the fca into dry land, and that dry land 
tc into fea again, for the fafety of thy people, and the 
cc confulion of their enemies ; thou, who gaveft Us 
u arms when we were defencelefs, who madeft the 
u bitter waters fweet and pleafant, arid didft fttpply 
c e us with water in extremity out of the rock, as well 
u with food out of the fea, and meat from heaven; 
" thou that didft lay the foundation of our govern- 
" ment, that art the judge of all things, avenge my 
caufe, and witnefs for me, that I have not been 
corrupted to favour injuftice, .or efpoufe the in- 
tereft of a rich man to the oppreffion of a poor 
one : yet I ftand accufed of partial adminiftration 
<c as if I had confirmed thepriefthood on my brother, 
" from motives of private affection, and not at thy 
Divine command. Be pleafed, therefore, to make 
appear, that all things are difpofed by thy provi- 
dence, and brought to pafs, not by chance, but 
thy fpecial appointment. 



heaven 9 as no earthly materials could have produced 
fuch a blaze. By the force of this fire, Corah, and 
histwohundred and fifty accomplices, were lb totally 
con fumed, that the leaft relic of their bodies was not 
to be found. Aaron alone remained untouched, as 
a certain evidence that it was the work of a Divine 
Power. Mofes, to perpetuate the memory of this 
awful judgment, commanded Eleazar, the fon of 
Aaron, toconfecratc their confers-, and fatten them 
to a brazen altar, as a warning to future generations 
nottoprefume to counteract the defigns of the Moft 
High. From thefe judgments it was evident, beyond 
a doubt, that Aarcm obtained notthe pricfthood by 
finifter means, but by Divine appointment ; fothat 
beheld it ever after, but not without a difpute con- 
cerning his title. ' - ' 
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Various occurrences which befel the Hebrews in the dc- 
ferty. during the [pace of thirty -eight years. Regu- 
lations refpeSiing the facer dot aT-ojficc\ and other folemn 



tc 
cc 



The He: 

brewtia. 
pure all 
their 
mitiei to 
Mofes. 



<c 



cc 
cc 



Teftify thy wonted 
kindnefs to the Hebrews, by inflicting condign 
puniflimenton Dathanand Abiram, forfuggeft- 




" uigtiK 



concerns. Death of Mariam^ the fifter, and Aaron y 
the brother y of Mofes* 

« 

NOTWITHSTANDING the puniflimentsinflic- nmu 
ted upon the abettors of the former fa<5tion, a 
new fedition arofe, from an opinion which the peo- 
ple had imbibed, that the late judgments, admit- 
ted by them as the effefts of a Divine Power, were 
brought to pafs merely for the fake of Mofes. To 
him, therefore, they -imputed thefc calamities, fug- 
geftirig, that thefe men were not puniflied for their 
fins, but through the folicitation of Mofes ; as no 
crime could bealledged to their charge, tmiefs their 
zeal for the fervice of God could be fo called. That 
Mofes availed himfelf of the deftrudiion of the peo- 
ple, in confirming his brother in the pricfthood, and 
entailing it upon his line, fince it was certain none 
of the former candidates would prefiime to put 
themfelves.in competition. The kindred of the 
deceafed embraced this opportunity of reprefeut- 
ing to the multitude the necellity of reftraining the 
exorbitant power of Mofes, which they might do 
cafily and effe&ually. * , 

Mofes, to prevent the confequences of anothertu- 
mult, convened the multitude, heardtheir grievances 
and without making reply, left they fhould be more Mof 
incenfed, appointed the heads of the tribes to bring poinui 
every one a rod, with the names of their tribes in- {Jjj^Jf. 
fcribed upon them, promifing that the priefthood theirroij 
fhould be vefted in him, upon whofe rod God ihould 
fhew any particular lign. .This proposal being ac • 
ceded to, they brought their rods, with the inferip- 
tionsas directed. Aaron brought his rod amongft 
the reft, on which was inferibed the name of the 
tribe of Levi. Mofes laid all their rods in the ta- 
bernacle, and the next day produced them, which 
were eafily known by the refpecflive marks that were 
fet upon them. They were found all to remain in 
the fame form, that of Aaron excepted, which 
fproutedout with branches and buds, and what was Aaron* 
more wonderful, bearing ripe almonds ; the rod be- [ n dhea\ 
ing of the wood of the almond tree. The people, fra * 
amazed at this extraordinary fpecftaclc, abated in 
Thus periflied a feditious faction as examples of II their animofity towards Mofes and Aaron, acknow- 



thy purpofes are oppofed by my arts. Vi- 
" litthefe detractors from thy glory with exemplary 
" vengeance. Let the earth on which they tread 
" fwallow themup, with their families and fubftance 
4C to the manifeftation of thy power, and as an ex- 
" ample to pofterity not to think unworthily of the 
i; Majefty of Heaven. But if the charge alledged 
" is proved againft me, may thefe curfes light on 
" mine own head, andmy accufersbe perfectly hap- 
tl Py • After thou haft puniflied the difobedient,keep 
" the reft in peace, concord, and the obfervance of 
cc thy commandments, fince it is contrary to thy 
" jufticc to confound the innocent with the guilty/' 



i 
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Mofes had fcarccly uttered thefe words, inter- 
mixed with tears, when fuddenly the earth was fb 
convulfed, that the multitude were ttruck with hor- 
ror, and a difxnal outcry was heard throughout all 
DatJw a j their tents. At length, with a dreadful noife, the 
Au'ramand ground opened, and fwallowcd up. the feditious, 
their train, W jth all their property and immediately clofed fo 
u«. exactly, that no lio-n of the rupture was to be feen. 

They foil 
un pi tied 

by their 

relations. 
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the power and vengeance of the Moft High. They ledged the Divine interpolition in favour of the lat- 



fell unpitied by their own kindred : nay, the whole 
multitude rejoiced at this fignal difplay of the Divine 
Jufticc, in the extermination of fuch obnoxious 
members of the ftate, fuch pefts of their nation and 
fociety in general. 

Thcchoice After the extinAion of Dathanand his accompli- 
conlliiaL ces ? Mofes fummoned tlie candidates for the prieft- 
hood, referring the people to the choice of that per- 
fon whofe facrifice fliould be moft acceptable unto 
God* There aflembled upon the occafion two hun- 
dred and fifty pcrfons, who for the virtues of their 
anceftors, and their own merit, were held in efteem. 
With thefe flood forth Aaron and Corah, offering, 
before the tabernacle, the incenfe they brought in 
their cenfers, when fuddenly appeared fo fierce a fire 
as to exceed that of burning mountains, or the con- 
flagration of whole forefts. It was aftonifhingly 
bright and flaming*, and beyond doubt,, came from 



rer, admitted his ri^htof elc&ion* thus confirmed a 



Aaron > 



The; 
freed 

office*. 



third time by the Divine approbation ; an event that 
put a happy period to the factions and feditions 
which had prevailed amongft the Hebrews. 0 

The tribe of Levi being dedicated to God's imme- 
diate fervice, were already exempted from military 
concerns ; but left worldly cares might divert them 
from due attention to the duties of their function, 
Mofes ordained that, after the land of Canaan Ihould, 
by the Divineaid, be conquered, forty-eight of the 
beft cites fhould be allotted for the maintenance of 
the Lcvites, with two thoufand cubits of land con- 
tiguous to the walls of the place. He moreover 
enjoined a tenth part of the yearly profits arifing 
from the fruits of the earth, and colle&ed from the 
whole body of the people, to be paid as a duty to 
the priefts and Lcvites, which has been duly ob- 
ferved evcrfince. Having* mentioned thefe matters, 
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we fliall now flate what cxclufivcly belongs to the 

pricfts themfelves. ■ 

Jt was ordained, that, of the forty-eight citie» be- 
fore mentioned, theLcvites fhould yield thirteen of 
them to the priefts^ and the tenth part of the fifths, 
befides the firft fruits of all theprodu&s of the earth, 
as an offering to God. The firftling of all foar- 
footed beafts allowed for facrifice : If a male, it was 
to be delivered to thepriefts to facrifice, to be after- 
wards eaten in the city with their family* For thofe 
which, by the law, were forbidden to be eat, the 
owner was to prefent a fhekel and a half, -inftead of 
a firftling ; and for the firft-borriof a man, five ihe- 
kels. There was a duty alfo impofed upon /wool 
and corn, the one from fheep-fheering, the other 
from baking, of bread. 

When thofe who are called Nafcareens, 'arid are 
bound, by vow; neither to ' cat thei* . half, 1 ' clr to 
drink wine, have accompliffied i : their / vowi'a , rid.prc- 
'fent themfelves to have their liair confecrated, what--' 
evex: they offer in facrifice belong to the .-pjitffts. \ 
;Thofe that call thetaifelves ■corlnn^ xh^ is; ^'jtfjber-* 1 
yretation, a "gift, \Vlren theydefire^to be difefiargeel 
of their obligation arid voluntary vow, they pky a 
tfbrty to, the prieft of fifty fhekels for a man; and 
thirty for a woman} and thofe who have not 'the 



^eansvmuftrefe^thfci'nfelves to the difcretion of the 



m 

the 



whole multitude, in the ia3d Vear of his a|fy,atfd i 
the firft moon of the nlonth or Auguft, caliecl by tli 
Athenians, Hacatombaeon j by -the MaceddftiahS) 
Lous ; by the Hebrews, Sabba; and by the Romans, 
Auguftus. His lifter alio departed this life in the 
fame year. 



* \ 1 F 



C H A P. V. 




Thofe who kill a beaflrfor private rifp, and j! 
iotforfacfificey Were to 1 allowthe prieft the breaft : 
and \he' right fhouldcr . * Thisis the allotment by 1 
MtffeSto the priefts, btfides thb 4 firi^offering,ks m'en- ' 
; tithed in the foregoing bobk*. It was likcwrfe ; ;or-j: 
^ainfcd that the wives, children,' and ftr vants : of the i 
priefts, ihould fiayea*ftiare ih ^tb&s^teti^^fck-; 
•cept the fin-offering, of which, dilly^hof^prifeftsj 
who. officiate.were, to 'partake,' and-that in tfofc taber- : 

uacle'in the very fatne day.- . - - j 

a^nd the iflnthi^ Cap-j 

ttoksd*- peafed Mofes removed the camptotheiordefS of; 
camps, and id ura£ea having difpatchedambafladors to thekino-? 

-paHage to grafftt his troops a free pafla^ethrotrgh his *C6un-| 

V-X? ^ on condition of peaceable h'ehavioar, aid *pay-j 
iiig f 6r whatever p rovifion tfrey : rfnght rt'chSre t^BxCt j 
^he'king^refufed to cottifjW with 'the re 4 q^fit!o^LVknd! 

dr^w^fp an army to oppofe him; if he fhould'offelr to ; 
^orcehis way. 1 Mofes ibnght jOivine coilnM j and, 
btiiig prohibited from making the'firffc attack, tbbk j 
his Way ^ through tha defert.. ' r . 

th^r 10 ' th^ foi-tieth yeaYaftelr tlieif d^ai'ture buY ; otfegypt, 
cfMofcs. an j i n tlie beginning of the inonth Xaiithjcus. She 

"was magnificently interred, at the'ptiblit chafge,pn 

jForm of a m^intkinc ailed Shi • aiid, after' flhii't^id^a^iAii-- 

•iriucationin^ Mofes caiifed the people to be pui^fied 4 , iti this 

manner : 'The high prieft took a youiig red heifer, J 
withoutblcmifh, into a very clean place, a little Way j 
from the camp, where h(? killed it, dippedhis finger) 
feven times in the hlood^ and therewith fpriiikiedthe ; 
tabernacle . He then put the Whole heif er iiiro the j 
-fire/fkin, entrails, aftd afl; faftittg in a ft'iclc £t cbdai:, 
a little hyffep and. Teazle t WoblV . A y6un^inkn, of; 
nnfpotted chaftify , gathered up theraithes; and but :, 
them in a clea : n place, ThbTc who'ftood mneed of j 
"purification, either from havihg 'touched ardfeadibo-! 
dy, or ia^fi'fted at a funeral, had eerily to ciftfo'iiie of | 
thofe afhes into'fpring wateiSdija]brancho^ 
in it and fprinkle themfelves with it, on the. third, 
and the feventh days. Mofes ordained, that this: 
. . ceremony of puriiScatiph fhould be iifed when ;the | 

Hebrews fhould be* put in poflettibri of the prbmifedj 

medics Thefe forms haying been obfetyed for the death? 
Aro'thc of his 'fitter,; Mofes ^IeU;them through t)ie defert uffoj 

Arab?a fnt ° ^ r ^^ a ? at ^ arrivecl at tlie metropolis former ly tal- 1 

led Aree, now Petrel where there Was a very liighj 
mountain. 'Aaron 'being; foretold by his brotlieri 
that his diflblution approached, afcended this moun-; 
tain, diverted himfelf of his prieftly robes, Which 
he delivered to his fonEleazar ashis fucceflbr ih of-, 
fice, and gave up the ghoft there, in the fight of the 



Mofes obtains a conquefi over the kings^ Skekon arid Og<> 
and diftributes their fojjcjfions^ by lot to two tribes and 
' a^ialf 'oj ihe Hebrews.' ; ' ]? ^!f\ 



* ► • 



la 



A- FTEk the funeral (b) obfequies for j^brqijber Kwab ^ 
v . v>fep^ (>rH- h f^w ubd thkt >: '0u mfc 

decamped and pitcnedhis tep,ts near the^iver Arnon 
that ^ring's from the mountains of Arabia.'and.run- 
mng tlirough,the derert, ^mptxes^itfelf into, the lake 
Aiplialtitis, dividing the country of the Moabites . 
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from that^f. thq^Amorites. This country is. very 
fruitful, 



• ... 



■; ./Mofes fent a very refpecSlfuhmeflage torSehon, Mofci "* * 
kijtig pf ! the Amor ites,: requeftahg:permHfionrtoipa& ^£^ n ro 
-through hw^erritoHes^. withaflurafacethattheinhff- schon, 
jbitant'Jil fhonldi notr be moleftecL, fand ^< ^^that iali rex- Amlrit«. C 
p.e6cesiincurredlhouId ^bc rdnlyjdifcharged.: : . 5dhon 
rcfufed him and inarchedhisrf orces to the banks of 
the river, to oppofe. the paflagb of the* -Hebrews^ ; 



• When Mofesf btrnd theAiridrires difpoteilto Bofti-, .. i;.; 

iicfirOTd wanti 'inig-lit a^atiriTelablej into theif f in t: 



YeflitJttns fijjrftj'faf *8tigfcrttiS Bivinfe, wffl' « 
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defeat the 
Amoritcj. 



Havmg ( npt only obtamedr f xiermilTijon, btLt,aflu- . 
ranee : of victoxy^ie; animated, the armyjtp fuch a 
degreiei that, wi^qnt hejil^ marched np 

^and, charged d^. enemy jwiththe utmoflbrefoiution. 
S^hon and his troops, ^no twitliftapdine: their..former 
defiance of the Hebrews, \y erenow ftruck /with con- 
fteifnation. Their, only Jiope; waa in flight, and.the T.** e ~ 

- * - . *» ' •i**''t ' T J * t <• • -*-..■■». • brews at, 

Feciirity of,their;fortifie4 ^.plj^f^it? ^; but.tiis wa^ f vajUi : j tacjeand 
Jbr/at tHeJirA ^.ontet, tiey \vej:9TOuted, fled in tie J r 1 
^grcaiteft conjFofion. before theHebrews, who,.bein 
aler 7 t. and lisht -armed, A as -well as. expert in the, vie 
:o£ their : lungs .f^d, darts, reached thofe ;they could 
not,' 6 ther wile overtake, and cut .off.vaftnumhers,at*. 
tlie : river where. th^ Itopped to quench thejir ttarft, 
amd ampixgft titer eft Sehoatie iking. ^ Thevw9?Qry, . : , •„ .[ 

In^i&nq.^as.de.cifive- r I^fc Hebrews obteipied-aprp- Sthahiy. 
.&\'%io\x$ booty, as well asrabniulance of cor^ y .as »the jjifff WoaN 
harveit wasoiot yet gathered m. Indeed-they , £an- 
iacked the country witiout, cojitroul, as they, met 
'vvith rio refifta : nce, and had qnly ; to «njoy tlieffiuats 
oi; their conqueft. - . ; : r ^ ; 



• • • «to t *J 
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. ;Thns were the Amorites deftroyed, being 'defti- 

tute both of oondud: and courage, either to prevent 

; or oppofethe fatal-attack. The Hebrews, of coutfe, J r ^f c " r- 

•became ihafters of their country, which is a kifid df r^hl°" 

ipdnhifttla ^b e t tvSx t thr e e Elvers Arnon on the • fotith, 

Jabocr^thatfall^intp^the JordUn) on the nartb,* and 

the Jordan itfelf on *he weft. 

In tKeir profpieroti^fituation the Hcbreivsliad'yet 
another entfniy xo efn eoun tr e . This w as Og, king of 
Galadette,. and of Gaiilonitis, who was marching to 
the relief df Sefton, his ally . Thou gh iiif ormea on 
his "way, of the attack and total defeat, he determin- 
ed to put the matter to the' iflue of 'another' effort'; 
but he was fatally difappointed, for he fell himfelf, Ogandhi» 

aftd Tiis army tfa's totally cut off. 



array 
off. 



ofes after ;t^i&<vitflory,. pqfled the river Jaboc, 
and entering Og's dominions,, laid all wafte •hefor'e 
him. The inhabitants were opulent and powerful ; 
the$r,king was brave and refblute, as ^v«ll as of eAor- 
mpiiisb'ulk and ftature^ as appeared from the dimen- 
fions of his bed, found in his palace 'at Rabathfe. The, 
frame was of iron ; was four exxbits in breadth,and 
nine in length. This fuccefs was not only attended, 
•with prefent advantages to the Hebrews,but laid the 



'X 



, ------ i I 

. . : (a) .Mariam was the cldcft of the three, and-^as nearan hnndred and- 
thirty years old. Eufcbius aflurcs. us. thar, \n his tirrie, .bcr tomb was 
found at Kadefli, a fmall diftance from Petrea, the capital of Arabia. 
Several of the aucicnts are of opinion, that fhe died a virgin, and that 

No. 5. 



1 




: fhe was tlie legiflatrix^d governefs of the Hebrew women, as ,l $tofi-s 

wwthelegi(Tatoroft!ie meh; ; . ' « ' 

(b) Aaron was buried on the fpot where he died, it being the ancient 

cullom to bury pcrfons of eminence in high places/*' Sec Joftnia xxiv. 
30. Judges ii. 9. 
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foundation of future conqucfta ; for tlicy poflefTcd 
tliciiifclvcA of fixty fortified places, that were under 
his government, as well as acquired immenfe booty* 

C H A P. VI; 



prophet. The H 
Zimri and Cojbi. 



\ and Midianites. TranfaUions 
vfthe Moabites, and Balaam, a 
s fall into idolatry: Fate of 



gainft the 
Hebrews. 

Rcqucfts 

Balaam to 

curfe the 
Hebrews. 



Balaam is 



SES, after thefe repeated futcefles, rerrioved 
his camp to a fpacious plain near Jdtfcho, an 
opulent city, abounding with palm-trees and balm. 
The people being now elated with conqueft, and dif- 
pofed to gratify their martial propeitfity 9 then 4 lead- 
The He- cr ? after lacrincing and feafling, detached a, party 
brews pro- to lay waftc the country of the Midianites. This 

homuties war originated from the following caufes. 

againfl the 

i unites. Balaak king of the Moabites, an ancient ally of 
2* un &c X " Midianites, from the increafing power of the 
c * Hebrftws, began to entertain appr eh enfions for the 
fecurity of his territories ; not knowing that they 
were prohibited by the Divine injunction from at- 
tempting the {a) conqueft of any country, but that 
of Canaan. Not deeming it by any means prudent 
to make a war upon a people iiufhed with vidtory, 

Hahakcon 

but yet defirous of flopping their progrefs, he fent 
Irtiankes am kaffadors to the Midianites, to confult with them 
on their fe- on the means of their common fecurity. TheMidi- 
enricy a- an ites difpatched Balaak's ambafladors, with fome 

leading men of their own, to one Balaam beyond the 
Euphrates, a famous prophet, and attached to them, 
requefting him to come over to them, and curfe the 
Ifra elites. The prophet entertained the ambafladors 
hofpitably, and fought the Divine will as to the an- 
Aver he fliould give them. Being forbidden to com- 
foibuttUn. ply w'ith their requeft, he told them that, though he 

had been difpofed to gratify them, he was ftri&ly en- 
joined to the contrary by that adorable Being to 
whom he owed the gift of prophecy ; and added, that 
the people they defired him to curfe were highly fa- 
voured of God. He therefore advifed them to make 
peace with the Hebrews upon any conditions, and 
thus diimifled the ambafladors . But the Midianites, 
?4o a rTi!n- ur g e d by the importunity of Balaak, fent back the 
edafeconttfame ambafladors upon the fame errand, when 
wTrh &e CS Balaam again confulted the Divine will, andanfwer 

doM ljra ~ waS S* ven > 1 4 That he might go with the ambafla- 
vs 0 "* dors." Not conceiving that the tone in which the 

anfwerwasutteredimplieddifapprobation,although 
He u renft- it was in the affirmative, he accordingly went with 
edby an them. As he proceeded on his way, an angel met 

him'in a narrow place betwixt two walls. The afs 
on which he rode, at the fight of the vifion, flopped, 
audi, upon his ftriking and prefling her to go forward, 
crufhed him againft the wall, nor could he by any 
means ftimulate her to proceed. While the angel 

Reproved kept his ftation, and the prophet continued torment- 
by hi 

mouth in a complaint of the injuflice and cruelty of 
hermafter in Simulating her to get forward, when 
Rebuked the angel of the Lord flood in the paflage to oppofe 
gei? hc Sm " P ro grefs. As he flood amazed at the prodigy, 

the angel rebuked him for his conduit, telling him 
the beail was not in fault, but that he defervedchaf- 
tifement, for prefuming to take a journey contrary 
to the declared will of God. 

w 

Balaam would have returned ; but he was com- 
manded by God, through means of the angel, to 
proceed, charginghim to utter only that with which 
he fliould be infpired. 

He goes to After this charge he went to Balaak, who enter- 

Mkes him 0t ?* nc< ^ with refpeA. The prophet defired the 
to the top king that he might be conduced to fome high moun- 
tain to7i?r ta * n to f urve y the Hebrew camp, Balaak, therefore, 

vcy the ar- 
mies. — ■ 

(*). What Jofephus remarks here is worthy of obfervation, viz. that 
the Hebrews were never to meddle with the Moabites, or any oihcr 
people, but thofe belonging to the land of Canaan, and the countries of 
Schon and Og beyond Jordon, and as far as the defcrt and Euphrates; 



angel 
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is own i U g the beafl, it pleafed the Almighty to open her 



accompanied the prophet, royally attended, to the 
top of the mountain, which was about fixty furlongs 
diilant from the camp* The prophet, having made 
his obfervations directed feven altars to be raifed, 
and feven bulls, and as manv rams, to be prepared 
for Sacrifices. This being done, in order to form a 
judgment upon thepointin queftion, Balaam, hav- 
ing: dio-efted his obfervations, with his face towards 
the Hebrews, fpoke to the following purport : 



• ■ 

" Happy people ! Providence your guide, your 
" fupport, you fhall enjoy abundance of all good 
" things, acquire a reputation above all men for 
' c your exemplary virtues, and your fame fhall ex- 
" eel that of your progenitors, as the Almighty will 
" take you under his immediate pro tetftion, andren- 



3ft 



der you, of all nations under the fun, peculiarly 
blefled. You fhall poflefs the.rich lancf promifed 



you, 



your 



Your fam ^ o 

verfe, and your iflue fo multiplied as to be dif- 



fu&d 



Won 




cc 

CC 



derful fcody, thus compofed of the defcendants 

one fingle man ! The Jnrid nf r!arra?in mnft. 

prefent, fuffice you, thou 

number or dignity ; but hereafter you fhall have 
the whole world for your habitation j fo that both 
on the iflands, and the continent, your progeny 
ct fhall equal the.flars in the firmament. Thougn 
u fo numerous, you fhall lack nothing, but enjoy 
4 c plenty in peace, conqueft in war } and you fhall 
" hold your enemies in fubje&ion. May our adver- 
" faries, therefore, be yours : for dcftru&ion fhall 



id 



u daring to oppofe you. For thefe extraordinary 
u tokens of favour you are to adore the providence 
" of God, who can exalt or dejc<ft, according to his 
" fovereign will." 
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The 



Thefe words Balaam delivered as dictated by the 
fpirit of prophecy, at \yhich Balaak, being much in- g «^ 
cenfed, exclaimed, that he had violated his promife, 1 epto ^| 
having, with a vie w of. great rewards, been brought - 

there to curfe the Hebrews, and when it came to -a 
crifis, pronounced a bleffing inflead of a curfe. In 
vindication of himfelf, the prophet thus replied : 

<c Can the king imagine that, when prophets are Balm 
" called upon to fpeak concerning future events, ™^ 
" thay can difcover or conceal what they lift I They Baiai 
u are only paffive inflruments to convey Divine de- . 
ci crees. They fpeak without knowledge or thought. 
" I am confeious that I came hither, at the earnefl 
<c folicitation both of yourfelf and the Midianites, 
" with a defire of giving you fatisfadion. But can 



.«>■ 



cc 



iC I countera<fl the power and will of God ? Nay, I 
<f was difpofed to do that, which I afterwards found 
<c I dared not prefume todo. When once under the 
" dircdion of the Superior Power, we are no longer 
u under our own guidance. I entertained not a 
" thought of uttering a word in favour of the He- 
brews,or the bleffing refervedfor them j but as it is 
" the will of God to render them a great and happy 
<c people, I have been compelled to fpeak, what you 
(< have heard, inflead of what I had previoufly de- 
u termined to fay upon the fubjeft. However, fullj 
44 to comply with your defire and that of the Midi- Balaia 
c< anites, let us erecSt other altars, and provide?^ 1 
" new Sacrifices, and once more make trial if it Goim 



I 



be the Divine will that I curfe thefe people. 

Balaak highly approved of the propofaland the fa- 
crificeswere accordingly repeated j, buttheprophet 
could not obtain peri^iffion to curfe the Hebrews. 
On the contrary, he fell on his face, and foretold the 
fate of thofe kingdoms and cities which fhould op- 
pofe them, of which fome are not yet extant, whilfl fi . 
others, to our knowledge, have fulfilled the predic 
— both on the continent and in iflands : 



cond 
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and that therefore no other people had rcafon to fear their conqnefts ; 
but that thofe countries given them by God, were their proper and pc* 
culiar portion among the nations ; and all who endeavoured *o difpof* 
fefs them, fhould ever be juftly deftroyed by them. 
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whence we \n(er 9 upon good ground, that the re* 
mainderwill, in due time take effe&. ••> ' • 
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Balaam 
iropofci to 
Balaak an 
expedient 



Balaak being; highly difpleafed with this difap- 
pointment of his hope aud ; expe&ation, difmifled 
the prophet abruptly ; but as he approached the 
Euphrates, on reflection, he defired to fpeak with 
the king and princes of the Midianitcs, whom he 
thus addrefled : 

" To convince you, O king, and ye princes, of my 
cc dilpolition to gratify you, though in fome degree, 
c * contrary to the will of God, J have devifed an 
" expedient that, perhaps, may anfwer thepurpofe. 
" Imagine not that war, peftilence, or famine, can 
c< effect the extin&ion of the, Hebrews, as, by the 
" fuper intending care of Providence, they will ever 
" be free from the deftru£tive confequences. Some 
" temporary affii&ions they may undergo but thefe 
" in the event, will turn to their advantage. But 
" if the gaining fome prefeht trivial afcendency 
cc over them will afford you: pleafure, attend to my 
" counfel. Send to their camp a number of: the molt 
* c beautiful virgins you can feled:, decorated with 
tc all the ornaments of nature and of art, to capti- 
* c vate and allure. When their young men bfecome 
" enamoured, let them threaten to depart immedi- 
" ately, unlefs they will renounce the laws of their 
" country, and the honour of God who- preferred 
? c them, and adore the gods of the Midianites and 
" the Moabites. This (faid he) will draw. upon. 
" their heads the Divine vengeance (a) 

The Midianites approving the counfel of Balaam, 
fent the virgins to the Hebrew camp ; and the y dung 
aimfci. men, falling into converfation with them, fbon be- 
came enamoured.* ' '/The virgins, according; to in- 
ftruftions given thembefore their departure, affec- 
ted a defire immediately to depart j but by felicita- 
tions of the young men, and affurances of trbfolute 
devotion to their will and , pleafure,. they r were. pre- 
vailed on to ftay j and one of them, in the name of 
the reft, fpoke I" to the folio win^purport :J r 



lie Kidi- 
nites foU 
>w 6a- 



c< Uluftrious and valiant young men, we came not 
u Wther tWough w;ant of fortune, credit, tie love of 
* c our parents, orthe refpeiS: of our kindred,' much 




efy 



(hew y o 



n their 



wmcn as ltrangers we 
cc you profefs fo ardent an affe&ion for us, and feem 
" troubled at our departure, we aredefirous of coii- 
u ciliating your efteera, which. can only be. done by 
" terpis of conjugal. alliance ; but you muft permit 
u us to exprefs an apprehenfion of being fent back 
" with fcandaland reproach to our parents, fhould 
tc your importunity overcome, our refolves/' 

w 

Finding the fuitors compliant in every particular, 
fhe then proceeded : 



Since we are thus far agreed,dt willbenecefTary 
" to remind you of fome cuftoms peculiar to you, 
<c refpe&ing certain meats and drinks, andtoaffure 

" you, that if we intermarry, they muft be difpenfed 
" with. Youmuft.worfhip ourgods (^),asthemoft 
u convincing proof of your attention for us* You 
Cc can incur no blame by conformi o ^ 
c< of the country from whence we are come, and 
" adoring our gods in common with nation? in ge- 
c< neral : whereas, your God is folely the objedt of 
c< vour^)eoDle , sconfideratiOn. ,, 



This was the alternative propofed to their con fi- 
deration. 



1 The Hebrews; blinded and infattlatdd by the'if 
paflions, confented to thercdfiifition 6f the females, ' 
\ differing themfel Vea to be (educed* to the refidtirtcing 
: of the religion of their forefather** tranigreflixljr the ' 
moft facred ordinances, and la^firig infto the idolatry 
of the country. They admit tida plurality of ^bcts, The He- 

ufedmeats in common, and* to gratify tfll womeh, SuSfaw 
trampled on every 1 aw which ihey before held (bl'emn M«fo»r4* 
obligatory, and binding. This licentious and diflb- 
lute turn prevailed throughout the. younger part of 
the army, and occafioneda moVe dankerbusm^ny. 
than any former ? ' fo far as to the totaTfobveriion of 
regularity and' gpod order, and the introduction of 

was impious and prophahe m y for when the 
religion and morals of youth are once, perverted, 
they' make a rapid progrefs in the paths of vice and 
immorality. Indeed, high and low, great apd (mall, 
became generally apoffates.. 



* * 



While this infatuation prevailed, Zimri, an Hc- Z, 'f i ' «° 
brew, 1 one of the^chiefs of the tribe of Simeon,' mar-. 



Hebrew; 
marries 



i.. 



riedCofbi, a Midtanite, the daughter of Zur, a man S 0 ]^-* 
or rank and eminence in thatcqbuntry. : Thi^.He- Num. xxr. 
brew, at the inftance of his wife, openly praftifed 
the moft palpable idolatry, in flagrant violatibyi of 
th^ritesjceremoniesi and tohftitution of thereligidrt 
and laws of his forefather's/ Diiring this difoi'dered 
ftate df affairs i ; 3VT6fes, left foiiie fatal con(equerices 
fliould ehfueV"fummoned the pebble and tembxlftrat- M*CuHm 
edAyith them ^ hbw.unworthy h of the character ^ hc! s 
4 which they andtheirahceftors^ad fuftaihe ^^Ihcfc^S 
. piety and virtud^to prefer the 'gratification of ig-ofid^buy. 
noble paffions tb^h.e veneratiori of their God, r and 
the obfervance of- His facred cotpmkndmentar/ He 
ppintedout theneceflity of tirn^dy repentance, and 
ftiewed the merit of their chai;a6ter as meri j and.par- 
ticularly as Hebrews, not by contemning the Divine 
laws but fubduing : their immoderate patliohsl He : 
alio reprefented the inconfiftency of their beha- 
vioixr, Jn thus abandoning thcmfelves to luxury and 
diflipation, in a plentiful cdtiEntry, after having feen 
filch examples of moderation in a defer t ; and lquafi- 
deririg in p!rofufion that which they acquired by 
much toil, and in the time of diffrefs. 

. 1J& then-endeayour ed to bring the infatuated youjh . [ 

to a fenfe of fliam^ and an attention to the dilates 
of reafonand corifclence : but, in what he faid,he re- 
flecked on no individual, judging that perfonal re- 
proof would render them more incorrigible, arjd that 
his, main objecx.wasnotto. expofe, but reclaim them* 
Thefe oblique hints,hdwever, eave occafion to Zimri 
to rife, and thus (peak in vindication of himfelf : 

<c Mbfes, you are at liberty to. contend for the f u(e Zimri in- 
u and obferv^iice of yout* own laws, which have bb- JjjJgJ* 
ct tained a faricftibn and authority by long cuftom onMofcs/ 
" alone, or yoij.would have been brought to merited 
""difgrace andpuniihment, and found, to your coft, 
" that the Hebrews were not to be deluded by your 
".arts. I will never fubje<ft myfelf to yourtyran- 
cc: nical decrees ; afliired that, under a pretext or 
cc regard to religion and law, y ou feek to enflave us, 
<c and eftabliftt a fupreme authority over us, by de- 
" nyingus thofe liberties to which all free-born men 
cc have an undttobted right; Was there a more 
cr . grievous opj^reflion, during the whole courfeof 
u an Egyptian bondage, than the power you ufiirp- 
tc edof punifhing every man bylaws of your own 
" formation ? YotL jparticularly defervepuniftiment 
c < for abrogating and annulling thole cuftoms, laws, 
cc and privileges, which are authorifed and efta- 
cc bliftiedby the common confent of nations, and 
cc preferring the fuggeftions of your fancy to rules 
<c fo generally followed, and rationally founded. 
" Confcious that I have done nothing wrong, I now 
<c frankly declare, in this aflembly, that I have 




i 



4 

{a) This great maxim, that God's people could never be hurt or de- 
ftroyed, but by drawing them to fin againft God, appears confirmed by 
the entire hiftory of tliat people, both in the Bible and in Jofcphus, and 
is often taken notice of in them both. 

{b) What Jofcphus here puts into the mouths of the Midianitilh wo- 
men who came to entice the Hebrews to lewdnefs and idolatry, viz. 
that their worfhip of theone God, in oppofitiori to their plurality of gods, 
implied theirliving according to the holy laws which the true God bad 



No. 5. 



given them by Mofes," in oppofnion to thofe impure laws which were ob- 
ferved under their falfe gods well deferves our confideration, and gives 
us a fubflantial reafon for the great concern that was ever (hewed under 
the law of Mofes, to,preferve the Hebrews from idolatry, and in the 
worfliip of the true God : it being of no lefs confequence than, whether 
God's people fliould be governed by the holy laws of the true God, or by 
the impure laws derived from demons under the pagan idolary. 
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Hook 



44 ai;>rt*ied'a ftrange womati. This I confcfa, ,with 
44 an honcftboldneft, ,and would. do the fame in the 
" face of the world. Ialfo worfhipthe gods wh^rti 
4t . thou haft forbidden to be worlhipped, as I do ndt 
ci hold myfelf bound to fubinit to your arbitrary 
44 fway, either in matters.. of law. or. religion, but, 
« 4 mult aifllrt the liberty of inveftigating the truth, 
44 for myfelf, and directing my own perfonal conr 
44 ccrns." 

zimridc- Zimri, in this fpeech, delivered the geherai feri- 
liver* the timSlts of the whole fa&ionj while the multitude 
t^fadion. Gently Waited theifluc of hispfefuiiiptiioils condudlj 

for they apprehended much corifufion wfould ehfue. 

As Moles was not difpofed to contend any longer,. 

left he might render a feditious niaft nlo're outrage-; 

ous, and left others incited by his example, fhould' 

rife, and by that means the tumiilt become univerfal, 
Mof« dif- he therefore, upon this co'nfideration, diflblved' the' 
thc^a- aflembly } though the clamour mod probably would 
biy. have been productive of more mifchievous effects, 

had not Zimri the chief abettor of it, been fudden- 
. ly cut off in the following manner i 



- ^ 



r % - . • • • r 

His tontumacy, and flagrantly infolent behaviour 
to Mofes,.raifed the refentment of one Phineas to the 
The zeal of hierhelt degree. He was ayouth eminent for the dig- 
ymacas. n ^ t y Q f £ amily , his lingular pro wefs, and his per- 
fonal virtues. Eleazar, the highprieft, being his fa- 
ther, he was nearly allied to the great law-giver- 
• / / Senfible that to fuffer fuch indignity topafs with im- 
punity,, would bring both the religion and laws of 
the Hebrews into contempt, he determined to make 
an example of the ringleader of the fa&ion, as his 
exalted rank would caufc that example to have a 
greater influence on the minds of the people. His 
refolution being equalto his zeal, he repaired, with- 
out delay, to the tent of Zimri,. and-,, at one ftroke,; 
Aw zimri flew both him and Cofbi, his wife! This refolute a# 

fntiw?r W exc * tC4 ^ ai * emulation amongft thofe of his cotem^ 
tenV. cir poraries, who ftill maintained a regard for the ho- 
nour of their country, to avenge themfelves on thofe 
Salonde- had. done it violation; iniomuch, that they fell 
ittoyed be- moft furidufly upon the faction, and put great num- 
2 J*|| bers of them to the fword. Thofe wiip efcape'd the 
the pUguc. Vengeance of thfe fword; were cut ftffby a peftilence 

that followed foon after, and fwtej>t a>vay not only 

thofe f who took an a<S^ve part : iri ; thfe'fedition, bit 
alfo their kindred, arid thoie who 1 , by their authority 

and influence, might have reftrairied, if hot pttff 
vented,' it ; " ' There periflied by this peftilence' f 6rir4 
teen thoufand of the Hebrews. ...... « 



Mofes, incenfed againft the Midianites for their foul 
Mofes fcna*P ra &i c es,fent out a powerful arniy to exterminate 
^infttliiT dicir nation . We fliall fhortly treat of that expedir 
Mlaianhcs. tion ; deeming it nqceiTary, on this occafion, firft to 
Num. xxxi. a( j vert to t ij e wifdom and candour of our great law-? 

, giver- Though Balaam, invited and allured, by pre- 
fents froyn the Midianites,to curfe the Hebrews when 
he found from.the pivine prohibition, that he could 
not effeft their purpofe, luggefted fuch an expedient 
to them, as tended to the ruin of the Hebrews in mis- 
lead ing and corrupting them in their religion and 
laws, yet Mofes did him great honour in inferting 
his prophecies in his writings. He had it in his 
power to affume the credit himfelf, as there could 
be no witnefs againft him ; but he was too noble 
and ingenious to be guilty of a fallacy, or deviate 
from that principle of rectitude which fo eminent^ 
ly adorned his character. 

C II A P. VH. 

■ 

Conqueji of the Hebrews over the Midianites. Mofes ap- 
points Jojbua his fuccejfor. Law r effecting the aliena- 
tion or transferring hereditary right. 

MOSES, as before obferved, fent an army of 
twelve thoufand men againft the Midianites, 
chufing out of every tribe one thoufand, and ap- 
pointed Phineas'-to the command, as a rew f ard of his 
extraordinary merit, in aflerting. their religion and 
laws, and avenging the common caufe on Zimri, the 
leader of a feditioiis faction. The Midianites on re- 
ceiving intelligence of the approach of the enemy, 
collected their forces,lined the feveral pafles through 
which they might break in upon them, and put 
themfehes in as good a pofturc of defence as the 



time woruld permit. Butho fooncr did Phineaa charge,-^ 
them at the head of the HebreWH, than they were to-wian' 
tally routed with incredible daughter, l ive kings, 
vyl; QchUis, Sures, Kqb^faff, Urcs, and Recem,* fell Lngio^ 
on the fpot* The capital city of Arabia, built /; by r 
the latter, isknownby his name to this day. They 
callit Rcken, and the Grecians, Peti;ea. 

The Hebrews, having obtained an. entire vi&ory KcHen.jj 
over their enemies, ravaged their whole country ^^"^ 
putting all the inhabitants to the fword, the virgijis of Ada 
excepted^ Irt .cohformity to the efpecial command . 
of Moraslb'Phineas, Who fetunied with the army im 
fafety, and bf-btight With him a memorable and glo- 
rious booty, tonfifting of fifty-two thoufand aiid^ 
flxty-feveti oxen, fixty ^thouland J afl'es, houfhpld j^ 
plate, arid vcflels df gold arid lilver to arf inimetif^ tain i©. 
value : fuch were the opulence ahd luxury of 'the C^otyi, 
Midianites; Thfey alfo brought x\:ith them above catties 
thirty thoufarid captive virgins. tccafm ' 



* < 



Mofes, in. thedivifion. of the booty, allotted one DiftrJu . 
fiftieth part to .Eleazar and the priiefts, another fif-oaofk. 
tieth to?the Levites v and the reft' to the people^ 
which enabled them td enjoy the fruits of their toife 
and hazards in. plenty andpeace. Our great legif- 
lator, being now advanced in years, appointed Jo-' 
ftiuato fucceedhimin the fever aloiHces of a prophet* 
a leader,r and a governor, according toi the. Divine 
command ; for he wasmoft expert in the knowledge 
of their religion and laws, having heen inilru&ed 
therein by Mofes, his preceptor. • » i ■ . 

* 

About this time the tribes of Gad and Reuben, 
with half that of Manaffes, joined in a petition to 
Mofes, for a grant of the country of the Amorites* 
as a place lately conquered, abounding with rich. 
pafti£rag < e,and therefore commodioiusf or their herds 
and other cattle. Mofes imputed tKeir requeft" to, 
pufillaiiimity , andxeproached them in words to this. 

* • . > ... * 2 

purport., .... 



44 You defire to live in eafe and luxury, and,'!by 
c< appropriating to yourfelves the ^advantages of ^ 
44 common war, deprive others* bf their lhare of 
" what has been jointly acquired^ It ftillrequifes 
4C you together with the reft of your brethren, to 
exert yourfelves m.eitendmffy.our victorious arms 
beyohdtordan, in order to obtain' poffeffion of the 



# 



" land tKat God hath proinifed them. The tribes 




clared, that they 1 neither wilhed to avoid dinger They 
through ''fear, not- ?hun labour throuo-h flothV; but «ip« 



were only defirous 'of leaving their booty in a place 
of fecurity, that they might be more at liberty to 
profecute the war : thetefore- if Mofes would a0ign 
them towns for the reception of their wives, their 
children}' £iid their' property, they were ready to 
march whitherfoever they might b<? commanded, 
and ventilre their lives in the comriipn 1 caufc 1 Mofes, 
iatisfied with what they advanced in their 6\vriym- Th ^ r i 
dication, in the prefence of Eleazar, the high pricft, granai 
Tofliuai and the reft fit the majriftrates, granted"^ 0 " 
them the 'fend or the Amontes, accordmg to re- diuoa 
queft ; but on condition that they.fliould joih ; witn 
their coiin try men ma league, ofie'rifive and dcfe'njfive, 
againft their common* enemies, nor lay do\yri their 
arms till the clofe of the war. 'Having accededto 
thefeterm^, theyyerfeput inpolfeffion offtrong ci- 
ties, wli^re their wives, children, and iubftance were 
perrectly lecure 



» ■ 



a 

Mofes built ten cities -in that country i which are to 
bereckoned amongft the forty-eightherctofore men- 
tioned. He appointed three of them ^anc3:uarie^^ , or 
places of refuge, for thofe that fled thither, in cafe of 
cafual homicide. The refugee was to continue in ex- 
ile duririg the life of thefhighprieft, under whofeju- 
rifdi&ion the facft was committed ; but, at his. death, ySi 
permitted to return. During the time of their exile, dm 
it was lawful for any of the kindred of the man that 
wa&flain .to take revenge upon the homicide, if he 
fliould be found without the walls of the city 'of re- 
fuge ; but it was not permitted to any other.: The 
names of the refuge cities were^Bozor .ontJie borders 
of Arabia} Ariman, in the country of Caladehe ; 
andGaulanan,in theland of Batanaaa. Mofes* aflb or- 
damed,that, after the conqueft of Canaan, three more 
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qs of the Lcvitcs fliould be appointed as places of 

rf " me privilege* as the former,. 



rc£tjyg£* and with the 
Xqout this time an 

Mahafies, called Sal 

fonie of 




inentperfon of the tribe of 
des, : leaving only : three 
eads qf the tribes applied 



OtfrCi! to 

icrit if 

o cheir 
a tribe. 



daughters, 

to Mofes to confuit him reipedfcing the daughter's 
riglrt of inheritance.. The decree was, that, if they 
were married within their tribe, they Ihould inherit j 
but if th^y chofe to marry into another tribe* they 
ihould lofe their patrimony in their own. Upon this 
occaiibn an ordinance wa,s paffed, that every Jjibe 
fhould keep its own inheritance, without alienating 
or transferring it. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The -policy of Mofes , and his departure from mankind* 



* » 




j> there now remained but.thirty days.to, fulfill, 
the number of forty years lince the Hebrews 
1 came put of Egypt, Mofes called a g.eneral;aflfemb.ly 
at a place known by the name of Abila} near the fide 
of the river Jordan, and environed with palm-trees. 
When they were convened, lie delivered to. them 
a fpeech to the following effedt : , 

*ch of c< Hebrews, and totnpanions in a long and tedious 
People, "journey, with whom. I have been expofed tQ, and 
P <c delivered from, fo many dangers, fince it is now 
" the will of Gpd, in the hundred and twentieth 




goodj 



fight r? 



" fliould be any farther affiftant to you^ either 

u by.arms or cpw^el^ in \yhat Remains to be brought. 
" to ( pafs beyond Jordan, I ha^ef efolv^d to employ 

remains, to ,e it abhin 



t9:you 



" mSvh'atit.cor^ th^means of 

" attaining it, To .that I may ; he; remembered Jbrjkyou: 
u with efteem, when you arrive at the poflemon of 

<c \yhat:is proofed, ryou. I n?ake flo :dqu>bt but I 
" lhall find credjut; with you j and I may prefijnps to 
" add? that I defepye it too, for the indefatigable 
a CQjift^ncy of my endeavours :to ( ferve;you. ^iften, 



C€ ther^fowj a$id attend to, my, words. 



f > r • T 
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<c Ye fbns of 

ct of happinefs to ^a^mankind ^ theTpring ^dtfon? 1 * 
" tainfrpmwh^ it ga^be; deicive^ thsi is, 

M the favour of 'God (a) ; fpr hje alojie Js ^ble to 
46 confer bleffings on thofe who obey his command- 
tc ments, and to, deprive, thofe of. them who tranC- 
" grefs. Attend .ferioufly and conftautly/t.o ypui* 
u duty to God, accjprding to the precep1;s ,5in4. in- 
<c ftruftibns. which? : !t havelaid before you a& authq- 

<c rifed.by -liis Divine, commi-fliaajjand y,9W; pifety 
ic "au'J virtue (hall ait raft the admiration, while your 

tc profperity flaall excite, the ej^vy, of fur^Qijnaing 
c c nations. Youihall keepppflefl(ion of yp^rprefent 
cc bleffings, and obtain a plentiful ftoreipf all you 
'' ivahtj. Take heed to be obedient to Godjs, .will 
<c and commandments, and you,may reft aflured of 
ic all good. Never prefer any otljer conftit,utipn of 
<c government to the laws now given you, npjr dit 
4t regard the modes and ceremonies of religious wor- 
4c fhipeftabli{hed amongllyou, or change them for 
" any other form. , If you follow my adyi^e, r ypu 
<c ihall be vi<florious and invincible,: for if God is 
" preient withyouj what power or force can opppfe 
<c you ? The rewards of virtue aregreafo.glq^iousi 
cc and pertain j nay, virtue is initfelf the gre^teft of 
Ci rewards, from the confeio^s blijfs with which it is 
<c infeparably attended . By it all other bleilfogs are 
cc obtained. Praftifeit, thereforewtowardsone ano- 

ther,^ and you fhallbe perfe(9tly happy ypurfelves, 
Cc and render others fo, to the comfort of your pre- 
u fentftate of exiftence, and your immortal honour 

m times to come. , ; . 

ci Thefe things you have aright to expert, if you 




(a) Jofcphas here, in this one fentence, difplays his fendmcnts of 
Mofcs's long and fcrious cxhortaubn in the book of Deuteronomy. And 
his words are fo true, and of fucli importance, that they defcrvc to be 
had in conftant remembrance bodi by Jews and ChriiUans. *' Ye fon« 



• u neither violate yo.urfelv^s, nor fuffeu to; be vid* 
" jated yourfelyes, ; the written') laws. I delivered 

^ ^nto ^you by Gq4(I?; cfpeciwl direction j but? on 
4 V the contrary, make their wifdom and equity, the 
u fubjec^s of . your conftant meditation and Uudy. 
€ f This will fecure your, happinefs j and I lliall . die in 
u peace, if I feeit promoted by thefe means ;.com- 
Ci mending to you the obfervance of thofe precepts 
" ofpiety^and prudence, that are, laid down fory our 
" inftraftion and practice, and to an obedient com- 
44 pliance with the rifles prefcribedby youirfiipei^ors, 
u who are appointed to fijperintend your civil con- 
" ce^s. That God, under whofe guidance you 
" liaye hitherto lived, to whofe goodnefs alone you 
u ftahd indebted for all the benefits you' have re- 
cc ceived by my means as an inftrument, that God 
c< will continup his care over ydu, and vouchfefe 
V yjiu h)s conftant: prptedipn, io long as you: wor- 
<4 .fliip him in the way and manner prefcribed by his 
cc ,. pi vine command.. You will not want excellent 
u monitors in Elea^ar^ the high pr left, and Jolhua, 
u . with ..the fenate and. principals of the tribes,- who 




_ , before. yQU^ and fiiggeft the beft advice; * 
* c by f pilo wing wlii<jhyou wilfcontinue to*be.,hap- 
cc py..,Treat it withduerefpe<i ; follow their couri- 
c | £el without relujftancq, always ■ bearing in mind, 
" that he who inftru&ed tp pliey Well, will, whenhe 
a lliall .attain, to that dignity, govern well. Do not 
" im^ffine jthat Kbjerty ifonfiftsr inrfoppofir)^ fuch 
" dir^Sion^ as your ; Superiors. think it expedient to 



<c give r you fpryoiir pyadice, a;s you have formerly 
cc dpne^.fcy v mmalang;m^ for liberty* Beware 
cc of tni^ errory.aiidiyoiirftate: willbe more .prolpe- 
44 rousl J would^pGrpd that you may never difcover 
4< *{iich peryerfenelft and coritiwiacy towards 7 ^any 
44 o£j^iy.iucceiJ9rs, .«jui you haye repeatedly done to- 
" wwds me, fox; you f prget that I have been of tener 
Cc . }*t fcy% er d^tlvfrpm yo» : than from the com- 
cc mon enemy. ^Xipeai iiot : this : to reproach you } 
" for as I fiiftained the injuries with calmnefs and 
4 ^ compofure, when .they were offered, I would not 
cc brinsr.^P your f ^emernbrance a circumftance that 



miofnt 




_ affli(St : your minds, how. I am about to; take 
xjiy laft farewell. Be advifed in your future con- 

you . become, hai^ghty and refra&ory* 
cc when you are put inpofleflion of the land of Ca- 
<c naan. Confiaer it as your intereft, as well as 
4c .di^ty*tx> behave witji reverence towards thofe who 
^ % ^xf t fei in authority : over you : for if, throf .wealth 
c . 4 and l l^wyi /( yo^ T r fe^;into contempt of religion, 
yirtue and authQrlty, yon, will forfeit the favour 
cc of God y and, when you have made him your 
c *. enemy, you will lofe that land with infamy, which 
cc ypu>bad obtained with honour, and be Scattered 
^ over the face of the earth as the molt defpicable of 
<€ manjeind. If yo^u ihould eyer experience iuch a 
cc reverie offtake ^nd condition as I have repr;efent- 
?f pd, .you will repent, and remember the laws you 
f^hajv^Tbro^en^ when it is too late. Wherefore, , to 
^'avoid this dangejq of appftacy. from the worfliip of 
cc the Gfod of your fathers, fuffer not any of your 
<c enemies to live ^fter you have conquered .them ; 
44 bu^ efteem it highly conducive to your intereft 
u 't'6 deftroy them aill', left, if you permit them to 
cc live, you become infected by their manners, and 
4C thereby corrupt your own inftitutions. I do far- 
44 ther exhort you to overthrow their altars,temples, 

4 * groves, and, xhdeed, to*extirminate thdr nations 
44 .with iire and fword. By thefe means alone the 
* c permanency of your happy cdnftitution can be 
44 l6cured to you. But left any (hould plead igno- 
44 ranee, of their: duties', I have written a body of 
44 lavvrs, and a form of adminiftration, by the^Di- 
44 vine command, to which if you implicitly con- 
' 4 >form,.you will be of all men happy." 

When Mofes had thus fpoken, he delivered to them 
the laws and conftitution of government 
book ,upon which they melted into tears, 



* * 



laws and 



" of Ifrael, remember there is but one fource of happinefs to all man- 
'* kind ; the fpring and fountain from whence alone it can be derived, 
« tht Favour of God." 



govern- 
ment of 
the people 
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memory 



(befides that allotted to the piriefts and LeVite 



dane-ershc had paffcd through, and the anxious foli- arifing from the falemtlie 



their prefer v 

Theydeiponded of everhavinga governor of equal 
worth) and feared left, ori his departure, thdy fliotild 
hever meet witha mediator, who could fo effectu- 
ally intercede with the Almighty hi their behalf. 
They alio bitterly repented df their outrages a gain ft 
him in the defer t ; andfiich was their grief as to be 
produ&ive of lamentations, which the.nioft confo- 
latory words could riotfupprefs; Mofes at lengthy 
however, diverted their thoughts from the melan- 
choty fubjetft that had cngrolled them, by. exhort- 
ing theni to attend to the inftrii&ion lie had given 
thenij and then diflblved the aflembly; 

+ 

4 .... ff » • 

An abftrart Before I proceed to other matters, 1 (hall defcribe 
ot"tL uws thefe laws fully and particularly ; in order to demon- 
thcmMvcs ftrate the wifdomand virtue of the compiler, and 

their conformity to the ufages and cuftoms of our 
commonwealth from its firtt iriftitution: As every 
thing which our lawgiver wrote is extant, Ifhall not 
add by way of ornament j nor introduce any thing 
by way of variation* I ha^e,- however, taken the 
liberty.:of altering the method* and digefting the 
(everal kinds of laws into a regular fyftefii ; being 
left by him in writing, as they Were accidentally 
lcattered in the delivery, and as he,- iipon enquiry, 
received Front them the Divine voice. I thought it 
neceflary topremifethisobfervation, to obviate any 
calumniating reflexions of Our people^ that I had 
not faithfully handed down the writings and infti- 
fcutions of Mofes. I fliall, on the prefent occafion, 
confine myfelf to the public laws/ which appertain 
peculiarly to the pdlicy of oilr government. Thofe 
which Mofes left concerning bur' common inter- 
courfe with one another, or with ftrangers, I have 
referred to a commentary j which Iprbpofe* with the 
Divine affiftance, to write hereafter* 



Rules for 
the govern- 
ment of 
the He- 
brews in 
the land of 
Canaan. 



* ****** jr y aim t \_» vvii\^uvi wu biiv ^uiivi v/i c*. 

and* have leifure to enjoy the good things c 
wheii vou have afterwards determined to bui 



When you have coifouerccf the land of tlaiiaan, 

• - - - - - -- ^ - of : 

build ci- 

ties, if y ou do what ig pleafing in the fight of God, 
and keejiy hi4 commandments, your happinefs will 
be complete and permanent* • 



One holy 
city. 



One tem- 
ple and 
oae alur. 



One God 

only is to 
be wor- 
shipped. 
KUfyhemy 

made 
death. 



I#et:therebe then one holy city of the land of Ca- 
naan^ and this fitiiated in the moft agreeable place, 
for beauty of profpe<ft, and fertility of foil, and let it 
be that which God fliall choofe for ;himfelf by pro- 
phetic revelation. Let there be but one temple in it 
and one altar, and that reared of unhewn ftoncs out 
of the quarry, gathered at random, but fo put toge- 
ther, by the (kill of the artificer, as to render the work 
agreeable to the fight. Let not the afcent be by fteps, 
but by a gradual rifing (a) of the ground, for the 
decency of the approach. But in the other city, let 
their be neither temple nor altar ; for the Hebrew 
nation is but one, and worfhip but one God. 

■ m # ■ • • 

Whoever (hall blafpheme the holy name of God, 
let him be ftoned to death, his body expofed on a 

gibbet, for a day 3 and: then buried in an ignomini- 
ous manner. 



brcm to 
worship 



The whole Let all the Hebrews, from their feveral quarters, 

nation or . * • - - . . , _ . *■ .* 

the He- repair to the holy city and temple thrice every year, 

to join in their adoration of the Supreme Being, offer 
tiuice a up thank fgivings for benefits received, and implore 

Jn?Jiem! C " fatur.e aid and protedion .j and let them, by this 
Dent. xvt. .means, maintain a friendly correfpondence with one 

another^ for it is expedient that fuch intercourfe 
fhould he held by people who are defcended from the 
fame ftock, and governed by the fame laws, and 
profefledly of the fame religion. If they donothold 
: thus friendly intercourfe, they will live as ftrangers 
to each other, and be deprived of the comforts and 
advantages of communication. 

a 

Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth 



(a) The reafon why this afcent was to be on a declivity, and not by 
flffs, is obvious; for before (he invention of flairs, fucli as arc now 
iif-d. dee ney could nor orhcrwife be provided for in ihc loofe garments 
which the pricfts wore as (lie law required. 



proprtated to the particular 

and fbftivals in« thV hoffi yJ 
foiiaWe to dedicate'the frtii 



rkety but to bt*#T>- 

Jt*e of the fa:<S?!flces 
v for it is tiiii:;rea«- 
of the' earth to the ho- 




» ♦ 



nour ^nd fervice of that liberal bienefodoj; ftj^ih 
whom we derive their pdflfeflioii.' 5 ■ > - , : 



1 You are hot to dffer facrifices, out of the hitpjffi 
'of ah harlot j for J the Deity cannot be pleafed .with 
atiy thing that is wicked, of which nothing sari he 
riiof e fo-than proftitutioit j nor can any thiri^ beat- 
jceptable to a pure and Ipotlefs Being, that 0 ^fp^fer- 
tains to, or is procured by, that which is indecent 
* and unclean; 



to 4 

fer the 
bireof a 
harlot. 



* » % 



Let no man biafpheme the gods of other nations, Thegofc 
or rifle their temples, or take any thine; out of them °^ t " er 
that is dedicated to religious ules. not to be 

- litftnd Hebrew, wear a garment of wool and linen, rrieibonij 
as it belongeth only to thc^rieffs. ^ ix w c e ^ 

' A * meat. 

When the multitude are affembled together every Dcut 
feventh year, in the holy city, to celebrate the fefti- The higK 
val of the tabernacles, let the high prieft afcejpd. ag ft t » ? 
raifed pulj)it, where he may be heard by the whole iawpnb^! 
corngregation, read the whole law to all the people }^^'' 
without exception j men, women; and children, nay, of tabet. 
the very flaves to be admitted to the hearing. For naclc ** 
when the laws are iihprinted in the mind, and thus, 
preferred in the memory, they not only facilitate, 
obedience, but obviafe every pretended plea of igno r 
ranee* The laws will alfo have more weight on the. 
confeiences of offenders, when thfcy are informed 
before-hand of the penalty annexed to the breaking 
of therm What men receive by the ear is commu- 
nicated to the mind ; fo that being convinced of the, 
wlfdom and excellent tendency of the laws, they 
ftand ftlf condemned on their violation. 



• * 



ted 



mat 



Let your children, in particular, .be early inflroc-^jj^! 
d in thefe laws, as the beft 'thing they caxi be [naiSj 
taught, as- foori as they are capable ^of difcipliiie, and 

nloft conducive to their prefent and future happi- 
nefs. Wherefore, twice a day, morning and ; even- 
ing, they are to be reminded of Cod's mercies > in 
general, and his deliverance of tfieir father's from 
Egyptian bondage in particular ; it being equally 
reafonable to acknowledge former bleflings, as to 
implore the beftowal of future. 

The principal of God's bleflings are to be m- M€JB0 ^ 
fcribed upon your doors, and the remembrance of ofGoift 
them is to be fhewh upon ybiir aritis and heads. SSSfc 
Thefe are to ferve as memorials of the power of God, 
andhis providentialcare andproteftionof his people, 

• » 

■ 

Let there be chofen in every city feven magiftrates, Jjjffl 
fiich as have beenmoft exemplary in the practice of jewiih 
virtue and righteoulhefs. Let each of thefe magi T 
ftrates have two affiftants of the tribe of Levi. Let 
thofe, who are thus chofen in every city, be held' in 
great honour ; fo that no man, in.theirprefence,may 
prefume to utter irreverent or contumelious words ; 
for the pra&ice of awe and refpeA towards thofe 
fet over us in high office by God's appointment, 
leads to the love of piety and virtue, and due ve-r 
neration for the facred Majefly of God himfelf. 
There muft be no appeal from the fentence of the 
judge, whofe decree muft beheld inviolable, unlefs 
it can be rendered apparent that they have taken 
bribes' to the perverfion of jiiftice, or any other 
accufation can be alledged againft them, whereby 
it may be proved that they have pafled'an unjuft 
fentence. They muft alfo judge and give fentence 
without regard to power, intereft, oraffeftion ij and 
always prefer juftice to every other confideration. 
It is a reproach to the Divine Power and Gopd- 
nels, to fear human authority before God himfelf. 
Juftice is the power of God. He, therefore, who gra- 
tifies the molt dignified character to its perverfion* 



{b) The hire of public harlots was given to Venus in Syria, as 
Lncian inform us ; and againft fomc fuch vile practice of the old idola- 
ters this law fcetns to have been made. 
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gantly prefumes to ufurp that power himfelf, 
treats the Lord and Ruler of the Univerfe with 
manifeft contempt. If thefe judges cannot deter^ 
mine on the point in que (mm, being either mifin^ 
formed, as to the partic$JgP^or incompetent, as to 
the knowledge , (which (ometimes happens) , let the 
caufe undetermined be fent up to the holy city, and 
there let the high prieft* the prophet, and the lenate, 
finally decide the controverfy* 



nature. But all the fruit that fliall 



fourth 



rity* {ball be gathered * and brought into the holy, 
city andthdre expended during the feaft, whifch r the 
owner makes for his friends, together with widows 
and orphans : but in the fifth year he (hall relerve the 
whole product for his own ufe* 



- ^ 



ground that is planted with vines',- for 
it is fufficient it affords nounfhment to that plant, 



Planting^ 

of vine*.. 



T WO 0*. 

more wu- 
pear. 



The teftimony of a fingle Witnefs fhall hot be II nor doth it need to be nourifhedby the piougn* 



not to be 

tfo Have or 
bondman 

to be ad- 
pined ia 

crUcxice. * 



received, but of three, or at leaft of two, and thofe 
whofe teftimony ris confirmed by their probity and 
unfpotted reputation, , 

■ 

The teftimony of a woman dannot be admitted, on 
account of the levity and temerity of the fex. 



Nor is it lawful for a bondman to be admitted as a 
witnefs, by reafonof his degenerate and ignoble 
mind : for it is to be fiilpe&ed that, either awed 
by fear, or allured by gain, hevwill not depofe the 

truthi ' :* : - • • . 



Punishment if any witnefs ihould be convi<&ed of perjury/ let 
for a faife jjj m k c f u bjedt to the fame penalty which he, againlt 
m ' whoiri' he bore falfe teftimony* was to have fuffered • 



law cort- 

homicide, 

or nun- 
llniirhrcr. 



If homicide be cortmittdd in atiy place j and the 
offender cannot be found out, and it appears, more- 
oven that the man was not flam out of malice pre- 
jStt^Su penfe, let diligent enquiry be made after the mm, 

and rewards propofed for difcovering him: If sifter 
all this fearch and diligence* ilo information can be 
-procured, let the magiftracy of -the cities -contigu- 
ous to the £pot in which the fa<Sfc was cdmxnitted, 
aflemble together, and mealure the diftance from 
the place where the dead body lies. Then let thfe 
inhabitants of the neareft city thereunto purchafe 
an heifer, and bring it to a valley, as to a place 
where there is:noland ploughed* or trees planted, 
and let them cut the finews of the neck of the heifer. 
* -Then the priefb and Levites* and fenate of that 
city,, (hall take watfer, and waJlh their .hands over 
the head of the heifer,; and they ftiali publicly de- 
clare, that their hands are innocent of this murder, 
and that they have neither-done it themfelvesj nor 
been aiding or a (lifting, to any that did it. The ce- 
remony to be finifhed with offering up prayers to 
Almighty God to preferve that place ; and people 
from the guilt of blood for the time to come* 



Ariftocracy 

thebeft 



Arntocracy appears to oe tne belt rorm or govern- 
ment^ became it vefts the authority in the hands of 
« men of noble birth and dignified ehara&er. There- 
fore let the Hebrews dehre no other form, but al- 
ways love that form J have the laws for their gover- 
nors, and govern ajl their aftions by the laws. But 
let them ever remember that God is their king, and 
their ft^preme govern on , 



» * 



On the But if you fhould defirfe to have a king, fee that 

afng" ° f e ^ e .^ pne of your own nation, who will fteadily 
)cut.°xWi. maintain jufticej aud all the other virtues, being 

guided by God and the laws, as his infallible direc- 
tory, and higheffe wifdom. Iiefcbim hot undertake 
anything without the authority of the high jfrieft 
and the lenate. Let not his mind be let upon a mul- 
titude of wives, nor the glare of treafure, nor .the 
pomp of houfes left thereby he become Lnfolehtj and 
difdain to fubmit to the laws. . If hfc fhould affeifc an 
unwarrantable power and magnificence, let him be 
reftrained, that he may not become more important 
than isconfiftent with the truedntereft of the ftate. 



ndroarJu 
tto be 

noved. 



Is it not lawful to remove the boundaries or land- 
marks either of your own land or your neighbours, 
for they are tHS beft fecurity of the common peace. 
They fhould *e|pain firm and immoveable, as k 

Divine limitation of rights ; as a removal may 
afford caufe for great broils and contefts } for thole 
whofe avarice or ambition admit of no bounds, are 
eafily led to violate the laws. 

its that The firft fruits of trees, that bear before the fourth 
n ylvl y ear > fr° m the time of their planting, are neither to 
uw a d ^ e .°^ ered to Goc *> nor eaten by man J becaufe^ not 
u llc being produced inproper feafoti, they are abortions, 



• i 

The laild is to be plowed with dxeil alone* and ho The few of 
other kind of beafts yoked with them ; for the tik the P lor, * h ' 
lage niuft always be performed by beafts* <if the 
fame kind. 



■ 

Let the fce&k be lown fimple artdttnrriixt* ribttwb J^aL 

at "three ibrta together,; for nature ddthndt admit p'« *»<i 
of a comniixture of different. things. unm,xcJ ' 

cry 



m • 



You are not topermit bdafts of different kinds to Noa d n he 
g^nder together $ forthereisreafonto fea^thatthis raic 
unnatural pra&ice rflhy have a'corrupt effeA on the tUre *" 
human ipecies^ as the fouleft extravagancies. have 
takfcn their rife from trivial caiifes, Wherefore no^ 
thing ought to be introduced in converfatioli, that, 1 
by kperverfe application, miay tend to promote a de* 
pfavit^r of manners. . Nor fhould the laws negleft 
ImaJl matters, :bnt provide for decfency of conduct 
and behaviour in all things 4 



4 * 



• * - 



Let not tli ofe. that reiip, and gather in the corn 
that is reaped, gathetf in the gleanings alfo j but let 
them rather leave fome allowance for thofe that are 
iii want of thfe neceflaries of life; In like manner, g™/£v C f of 



Gleaning*; 

of corn 8c 



wheathey gather them grapes at the tinie of vinta^, 
let them leave foijie.fmaller bunches on the vine tor 
the. poor ; and let them pafs over fome of the fruits 
.6f the olive*trees, when they gather themV and leave 
•them for fuch as have no l^ind of provifion . For the 
•advantage arifing from the exaifc collection Of all^ 
•will not be fo confidei*able to the owners* as will 

poor* God will blefs 
lie proprietor with 
tive to his own gain, 
f the indigent. 



the poor. 



arifc from the prayers, of the 
the land with fertilitv. and 



The oxis not to be muzzled when he treads out the 
corn j for it would be unreafonable to deny any thing 
a part in the fruit of its own labours* 



*The traveller, on his journey, muft hot be denied 
to gather and tafte of the ripfc fruits, but on the con- 
trary, permitted to take the fatne freely, whether he 
be of the country, or a ftrahger. He fliall depart 
fatisfied with what he has eat, but he is prohibited 
from carrying any away with him* Thofe likewife 
>?,ho gather grapes^ Ought not torefufe a traveller 
to tafte of them, as they bear them to the prefs j 
for it would be very unjuft* that the good , things 
which God hath beftowed upon mankind in Inch 
abundance, fhould be denied the needy in a imall 
proportion, elpecially asthefeafon fbonpaflesaway. 
Nay^ thofe are to be invited, that, from a fcrupulous 
modefty, forbear touching* or even alking for the 
fame. If they ^re Hebrews, there are to be efteemed 
frieiids and fellow-fharers in what you have, being 
of the fame race. If ftrangers, we (hould exercile 
hol^itality towards them,not thinking we fuftain any 
Ipfs by the fmall prefeut we make them of the fruits 
wc enjoy through God's bounty. Nor can that be 
ill beftowed which is thus courteoully given to ano- 
ther,; fince the boufatiful Father of the Utiiverfeaf- 
fordeth all things in rich abundance ; not that any 
individuals fliould engrofs them, but that they 
fhould be rendered a common benefit to mankind. 
Nor can men more effe&uaHy acknowledge God's 
munificence towards themfelves, than by communi- 
cating apart of his bleffings to others. Whofoever 
(hall prefume ta aA Contrary to what is here pre- 
ferred, let him be beaten with forty ftripes, fave 
one by the public executioner* Let him undergo 
this puniftiment (which is a mod ignominious one 
for a freeman) becaufe he was fuch a flave to gain, 
as to fully his own dignity. It is by all means ex- 
pedient (added MofesJ that you, who have had thef 
experience of fuch alHi&ions in Egypt, andinthcde* 



The ox nor r 

to be rooz- 
xled when 
he treads 
out the 
corn. . 

No paiTca- 
gers to be 
denied 
fruic on a 
journey. 
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fcrp. fliouttl dc •afce^flecl \vith tcntlcrnefs and.cbm-1' 

* * It 

jpikllluib for others- in like circumi^nccij- andasyou j| 
jlKCye how. obtained plenty yourfelyes, through/the 
mercy and providence of God, that you fhoukb<H£- 
tribute of that plenty > by the like [fympathy^ to fiich : 
as ila,iul in freed of it. > , j 

• * 

m ■ ; B I I ... ( 

tv'h^to 1 Betides the two yearly tenths already appointed j 

lm divided to be paid, (the one to the Levites, the other^o- 
^uimk wards the charges of the holy feftivals,) you are to 
Kaiptans. bnng every third year a third (<*);tytlie> to beau- 

tribute d to thofe that want, to widows and to ; 



jnutscothcO^phanb 



But as to the ripe* fruits, let' thehi catry •: 
tcmpic. .th;it. which firft ripens unto the temple, andrafter: 

thankfgiving to God for the sarth which brought 
them forth, and which he had given then! fof ap.ofc j 
feflioiv* and having likewifc offered thofe facrinces 
which the law commanded them to brin£, Jettliem j 
give the firft fruits to the;priefts>r ? Bxrt Avherijany j 
one hath done this^and has .bmughtXhe rtylJije ictf 
all that he hath, together with thofe firft fruits that! 
are for the Levites^ a£hd for thecfeftrvais^iiielcMm, 
when* he- is rcady 'ta return borate} ib&dvbcftufcijlite 
holy temple, give, thanks to God^ihat fie :has.-delr- 
vered them from their.grieVou^reatmCTtihEgypt, 
given them a goodly land, andrpeiniiitted ;them;t*> : 
enjoy the fruits .thereof ; andiwhehie has optchly : 
- teiHtied that he has fully paidthc: tythes according 
to the law and appointment of Moies; let -Iran; in* 
:trcat God that he will ever be mercifuL- and gracious 
to him, and continue to be fo ito all the /Hebrews, ; 
both by preferving the good things which he hgth; 
already given them-, and by adding what itis 'ftill 
in his power to befto w upon them. ' 

r * . . .... 

- - • 

When men are of years to marry, let themmake 
choice of virgins, born of honeft parents^ and vh>; 
: tuoufly educated . And he that does not take a Vir- 
•gin to wife, let him not feduce the wife of another 
:mani,ito;;the difqniet and affiidtion of her hufbarid. j 
lOpie.ifortLct nat a freeman marry a bond-woman^ though; 
fltrcrman ^^^1011 fhould ftrongly incline him fa -to do:; 
Vuifor it is praife-wbrthy and honourable to govern; 
oOtcri]ih<fions. Further more, let no man marry- an 
Aavloti^ftir 'God will not receive heT. ma trirrfom^l 
No xrm is ^ahlgtions, becairferiheilcath Idilhonoirred herfelff: 
t-dot 0 ™ befides thofe children a^remore laudably and rv3rt;a- 1 




" If ratty -m^nfliall' Jiave'd-ebauched a maiden 
traced to;another, and with her tttn lent, they 

Jboth'bepunifhed with death^s they are both equally 
gtiilty of fin ; the 'm^^»pr^ri?uj>tmg the woma/ns, to^ 
ancl tlierwpman fen* eor^tj'mg : the one for feducing ~" 
theAv^oman into avpi^eferc^ce bf^hordmatc gratifr- 
'cation, - to: an honourable marriage .; ■ the v otheKfor 
proftitutingrherfelf either from inclkiktioh or .profit. 
If a man force a wotfian when, {he: is ialdney^nd 
has none to come to her affiftance, let him openly _ 
be put tb^eatth*, -Let ;hifti that vhath : cbmutpted a 
virgiii> not:yet efpoufed, marry iter. . B£t if the for- J 
ther of the -darofeV Approves m*it t>f her being -hfc w£ 
wife, let him pay fifty lhekels.as?arreparationf or ttlic 




mj ury 



» • -t 



r, 



Laws on 
uwilucit. 



ricsabonu-j 
wo mar. 



He tMt dfefires tPibfidEeperatedfrom his wife from % 
any caufe whatever (as many caufes happen amongft % 
men) let- hiSoat confirm: it 5n wrhhx^/tfiatKe w31 nifeer Wlt 
OTbi^entertain her ^ag&in,; for, by. this divorce j - fhe 
Imay^berat liberty it 6 intaffry &ntrfhcf liufiband, and/re- 
fnie^ihejfornafietif if it happens . r thaiti fhe^beiSl 
ufedby'the fecond, or that, he being dead, the firft 
would take her again in marriage, it is not lawful 
f dr. the taife : tofretairnct© inm±> \ o ri • ?. : : ? I 1 > :• r. * : X 

^ , • r I • r- • r f * r '1 < 1 f * *T ^ f 9 * i ■> p t » - * 1 • < ^ 1 1 f f 1 f if 

. i jlfcix^cmrnA'ahafba^diai^ cafe 

children, let the brother of the deceafed marry the di^ 

.wldb.vr, ami let/hHiKi&H^iic;ifiM!Dkoftt to^him byiliis"^ 
irother'soran^yiakiA^ oaf 
4idierttance ; for; this g>VcfccdnrerwilH)ef6r tHe bene- 
fit of theTptiidbc,*i:as wimts and -families-ftioaldAe 
prefenvedj and:th^r:£r}ffeffid^ 
_v^ill alfo -be: for ^%he:fbjace of ^fWes ufidrer'thef^ lif- 
fiiAion, that. they lare to be married' feo -th e nextw lo- 
tions of their £ or iati hufbdnds. O&ttt'ff thb brother 
refufeto marry her,' let the woman ^me^beferetlie 
fenate and jiroteftj that^ though Ih^ offeVed to con- 
tinue in the family, and bear hiin children, he* huf- 
band's brother had givenlier a.re"ptalfev a^d^hdreby 
caft a difhonour on his miemory- The fenate fhail 
then demand of the hrother the r^afons of Ms tfefa- 



1 > * i 



t 






oufly inclined, who are defcended from honeft pa- 
rr en t» T >tli an thofe who 'fpfing from k fharireftd :«31i- 



! 



ance contrafted by impure defiresr 



* 9 



-thetoroifter, aind fpit in his face, ittllfng him, that^hfe 
delerves tWs reproachful tr^ftiaeait f rotre ht»l*y 
•having: injureftthetmemory of th£ deceased- i-Aftel- 
4lds Ht % dej>alrts the court with a : Wand nf iinf^m jr 
avhachie parries Co Ais gi-ave ; , ahh tlie wMb W is^frt c 
•to mari^rrwhere fhe-pleafes. « ! ? w r : ' ,,,M " ,r 



( 



X 




f , 



If any one has efpoufed a woman as a virgin, and jl If any man take captive a maid, wife, or widow,' pmk 
rc ^ tv , of -'after ivarits finds that ftreis nbt fo," Ibt him accufe! and is cfrfpofed'tb marry -her;tet'%^'not be"all<b^ed^ 



iv v 1 nun 



her, and bring his. action, adducing all the proofs to cohabit with her ^before fhe has fhaved h^r hefcfd, or 



he c^ito juftify his fufpici 
w^'to n*« "let the woman's caufe be de 



ion. On the other hand, 
efended by her father, her 
brother,, or the next a-kin. If Ihe be acquitted of the 
charge alledged againft lier, her accufer fhall be 
bound to live in wedlock with her, nor (hall the mar- 
riage her eaf ter be annulled, irtilefs tfpon* p6fitive r e vi- 
dence. sfiut he that ihali raflily, and without catife, 
flahd«er 'his wife, lhall be puniiliediwith thirCyjnine 
iftiTrpes:, and ftand condemned in a fine of fifty fhe- 
-kels to her father. If it be proved that the wdifran ; 
<has beenxzarrupted before her marriage, fheHidll be • 
•ftdned to dea k th for n at ha vin g preferved her virginity : 
till ' fhe was lawfully married ; but "if fhe be the ' 
daughter of a prieft, : fhe (hall be buirnt alive. 




. 4 



V 

Ifany iiian hath two-wives, and he is particirlarly 
^attached to one of thorn, either frefmafi^Aioh, bean!- 
.tyv 6 ^^ny*«ther motive, while the tfth'er' is^oflefs'^f - 1 
-tcem,tind the ion ofhcrthat is^beldvbfl be she ybttii'g- ! 
-er, demands the prerogative »of the elder from the 

rhe ri .Ht ritt:U: ' 1 ^ cnt «f his father t<> his ; inbther,iand Svbuld 
oi thereby iittain a double portion of his fafher's^a?tfi- ) 
f rt to^c nioriT(ifar4b m uch our ordinancesiiiiport) let not'thiis 
tniiisiiy rci i-by anvjineans be granted : for it rsunjuft that he, who i 
:o vo.m- .fe^he elderby birth, fhould be deprived of his right 



put on her mourning habit, knd lamented her rela- 
tions &nd friends that were flain in the battle ; that, n » 
by this means, flie niay give vent *<> her forrbw for \£ 
them, and after that may betafce herfelf to feafting 
and matrimony. It is reafdnable for him whbtakeis 
a woman to have children by her, tb gratify the-^ins 
clinations of his wife, and not merelvpurfue his own 
will and pleafure,»re-gSkfctleis of whiatis'agreedb'fe to " ! 
her. &ut when thirty days are p aft, as the timS^Aaf, t 
mourning, t(for fo> hiaiiy "are -fofficient to prmtifegk 
perfbns^for lamenting the dearelft fri^ttds) , th^ii^ 
them^iroceed to tflife Carriage. If tlie inah he tbo 
fickle, f ipr too protidv to retain Ker as his wife, let 
him' not' have it in- Ms power to make her his flave 
again, jbut let her go whither fhe pleafes, and hnvc 
^the privileges of ^a -free woman^-as-hy tlib mhhMa^e 
ifhe'hath^rehaM'her-libe^ty, • - : • 
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to 

gcr chili. 



♦an thfe father's difpofition of his eftate, becaufe his! 
-motlier poifefled not an equal fhare in his affection. : 



- - ■ 



(<0 Jriirji!ii!5*6 p^av.vnnd exprefs interpretation of this law of Mofcs, I 
that ihe^Jtw s atire fnj'tad '(*yery third year to pay three rythes, that to ; 
itc Le'vK^/'tHat for facrificcs arjptfrufal'em, and this for the- indigent, 



As to thofe young perfdns who' defpife their ^pa*- of *M 
rents, and, iriftead of paying them honour, behave ^JT 
themfelves undutifnlly and contemptuoufly, either . ... 
becaufe they are afhamed of them, or think them- ^or 
felves Wifef than they ; in the'firfl^lace let their ^ff^ 



parents ( whom nature has conftiti^lkl their jiidge^s) 



admonifh them to this purport 



hat they co- 



" habited together not for the fake of pleafixre, or 
the augmentation of their wealth, fey uniting their 



the widows, and the orphans, is fully confirmed by the jVraJticc df'good,.^ 
old Tobit, even when he was a captive in A fly ria. , 



* . 
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icorngi- 
te obftma- 

in chU- 



en to 

tinMied 



ftbcks, but that they might have children to com- 
fort them* in their old age. That when they were 
born they took them up with joy and gladnefs, and 
rendered God the moft unfeigned thanks for them, 
brought them up with the tendereft care, and 
{pared nothing that feemed neceflary for their prefer- 
vation, and inftrudiion in whatever was moft excel- 
lent. -That now, fince it is reafonable to pardon the 
errors of thofe who are young, it fhould fuffice them 
to have given fo many indications of contempt of 
their parents ; and they fhould therefore reform, and 
a& more wifely for the time to come. That they 
fhould remember God is difpleafed with thofe who 
are undutifulto their parents, becaufe he is himfelf 
the Father of the whole race of mankind, and feems 
to bear part of that difhonour which fallsupon earth- 
ly parents, when they do not meet with fuitable 
returns from their children. And finally, that they 
fhould bear in mind the feverity of the punifhment 
which the laws infli&s on the difobedient, and 
which the affe&ionate parent hopes the child will 
never experience." 

■ • 

If the obftinacy-and perverfenefs of children are 
ll removed by fuch admonitions, let them be freed 
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Let him that hath ftolcn cattle pay four-fold for 
what is loft, unlefs it be an ox, in which cafe the 
thief is to pay five-fold : but if the offending party 
is fo poor that he cannot pay the fine, let him be his 
fervant to whom he was adjudged by the law to 
pay it. 

• * 

If one Hebrew be fold to another, let him fcrve cafcof 
him fix years, and on the feventh let him go free* ' Hebrew 
But if itihould fo fall out that he hath children in orber - 
| his matter's houfe by any female fervant, and be dif- 
pofed, from good will to his matter, and natural af- 
fection to his wife and children, to continue in f_r- 
vice, let him be fet free only in the year of the ju- 
[ bilce, together with his wife and children. 






from the reproach which their former errors de- 
ritbde " th Terved, as it will redound to the honour of the law-. 

iver, and the happinefs of parents. But if it fhould 
appen that neither authority or. advice can effedl a 
reformation of manners, and that rebellious chil- 
dren will ftill perl ift' in incorrigible dbftinacy, ' the 
law mutt- then -be- put in execution. Let fuch, 'there- 
fore* be brought by thofe very parents, whom they 
havefo flagrantly offended by theirdifobedience, out 
of the city, with a multitude following, and let 
them be ftoned to death, and there continue one 



: If any man find gold or filver upon the highway, 
let him enquire after him that loft it, arid make 
proclamation of .the place where' he found it, in or- 
der to the reftoring it, as not deeming it juft to 
avail himfelf of f the misfortune of another. The 
fame rule is to be obferved with refpeft to cattle 
ftrayedand wandering in a defert. If the owner be 
not prefently difebvered, let the finder keep them 
to himfelf, and appeal to God that he has not pur- 
loined what belongs to another. 

_ ► 

It is not lawful to pafs by any beaft that is over- 
burthened, or bemired upon the way, but to help 
and preiferve it as if it was your own property. 



. What is 

found is 
'not the 
immediate 
property 
of the 
• finder. 



Beafts in 
diiUcCs arc 
to be 
helped. 



It is alfoaduty to direct the ignorant traveller in ^ c .^ t a J el - 
his way, and give him the beft direction and advice be fet right 
to fet him forward on his journey. It is barbarous *~*»*way. 
to fport with fiim, or caufc a 'delay in the profecu- 
tion of his bufinefs.' ; 



whole day expofed to public view, and at night be 
buried with infamy. 1 All who are fen tenced to death 

public 

enemies are not to be denied burial, nor is'ariy dead 

fe— _, • __ V _____ W ^^_> _> V ^ft 



• r 



ublicene- _ 9 m 

lies to be by the laws are buried in the fame manner . 

lowed " ~ ' — *" ~ 

trial. - _ 

body to lie abov_ ground. The law prefcribes the 
punifhment, to which jufti 
rence. 



Let no man revile his fellow $ho is either deaf, 



blind, or dumb. 



. * If any man ftrikes another upon a fudden quarrel, c/mingaf- 
andit be not with a weapon, 'let- him that is fmitten fauls » fiCc * 





o leading Let no Hebrew lend to another upon ufury, nor 
anHel y take ufury either upon meat or drink ; for it is illi- 
\rbro- bpral to take advantage of the misfortunes of our 
r * brethren. Count it fufneient, when you have affift- 
ed a brother in a cafe of extremity, that he acknow- 
ledges thelcind office with gratitude. Charity brings 
with it its own reward, being ever attended with the 
confolation of an approving confeience, and an ap- 
proving God. 



be.!avenged on the aggreflor immediately, by re- 
turning the fame number of blows as he had receiv- 
ed. But if he that was ftruck be carried home, lie 
fick xhaiiy days, and then dies, there fhall lie no 
aftion. of murder in the. cafe ; but if he that is fmit- 
ten recovers, the other party fhall pay the whole 
expence he has been fubjeft to during the whole 
time of his ficknefs. 
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wr rela- 
c co box* 
wing. 




r. 



Thofe who borrow either money, or any kind, of 
-faleable commodity, let them chearfully reftore the 
fame as foon as Providence fhall enable them" fo to 
do ; laying it up, as it were, in their own treasuries, 
andjuftly expecting to receive it thence when occa- 
fion i hall require. 

But if the debtor has neither fhame or confeience, 
to induce him to reftore what he has borrowed, the 
creditor fhall not enter his houfe and take a pledge 
before judgement be given concerning it : but let 
him demand it at the door, where the debtor himfelf 
is to deliver it, without the leaft oppofition to him 
that comes upon him under the protection of the 
law. If he who gave the pledge be in good circum- 
ftances, let the creditor retain.it till he has repaid 
his due ; but if he be indigent, let it be returned be- 

fore the going down of the fun, efpecially if the it a penalty for an injury done to himfelf. 



Ifiatiy man fhall kick a woman with child, fo 
that ftie mifcarries, the judges fhall mulct him a 
fum of money for the lofs of a fubjedt, befides an- 
other fum of money by way of fine to the woman's 
huf band ; but if fhe die of the ftroke. the man muft 
die, according to the law of life for life. 

If .there -fhould be found in the pofleflion of any 
Hebrew, the preparation of any poifon that may 
caufe death, or any other harm, he fhall (offer death ; 
or .undergo the fame injury that he would have 
brought upon them for whom, the preparation was 
made . 



Penalty on 
beating a 

woman. Be 

caufing a 

mi {carri- 
age. 



Punish* 
ment of 
poifonert 



He that maimeth any man, let him undergo the Law 
fame himfelf, and be deprived of the like member of againft 
which he hath deprived the other, unlefs he that is 
maimed fhall think fit to compound for it with mo- 
ney ; for the law admits of a man's being fo far a 
judge in his own cafe, as to moderate the rigour of 
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Si 



'orhing 
infilsnot 



pledge be a garment, that the poor man may not 
want a covering in the night, for God himfelf Ihews 
mercy to the poor. 

It is not lawful to take a mill, or any utenfil be- 

fpiedees? l° n S* n g thereunto, in as a pledge ; left the debtor be 
' thereby deprived of inftruments to obtain the means 
of a livlihood, and be expofed to extreme want. 

Let it be death to fpirit away, or fteal a man ; and 
he that hath purloined gold or fiiver> let him pay 
double. 



ous, and given to goring, kill him. 
any one, let him .be immediately ftoned to death, 



s 



if theft 



Sung of If any man flay a thief in the adt of ftealing, or 
«ic. breaking into tJic houfe, he fhall be held guiltlefs. 



Let him that is owner of an ox that is mifchiev- r 

, r Law con- 

If an OX gores cernwc 

oxen that 

and no man prefume to cat of his flefli ; but if his fi ° r< " 
owner be convi_lcd, as knowing the fiercenefs of the 
beaft, and not keeping him up, he fhall himfelf 
fufFer death, as being acccflary to the death of an- 
other man. 

If the ox had killed a man or maid fervant, let 
him be ftoned, and the owner pay thirty fhekels 
to the mafter of him that was flain : but if it be an 
ox that is thus fmitten and killed , let both the oxen, 
that which fmote the other, and that which was kill- 
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ctl, be ibid, anil let the price be divided between the 



two owners. 

Ko pir or j ct thofc that die: a well or pit, be careful to lay 
fee ufi u»- planks over them, and fo keep them inut as not to 
covorca. jii nt | er t h c drawing of water, but to give notice of 

danger, and thereby prevent man orbeaft fromfall- 
ing into them. In cafe any one's beaft (houkl fall 
into a well or pit thus digged, and not fliut up, and 
perilh, the owner of the ground (hall make fatisfac- 
tion to the value of the beaft. 

whatever Whoever has. received any thing in truft far the 
is depofitcd u f c of another man, let him preferve it as facred, and 

in trim is i • i 

to be Ueia not, on any conlicleration, to be touched by man or 
facred. woman, though immenfe profit was to accrue, and 

there was no portability of bringing it to light. It 
is fit that a man's conscience fliould dire<9: him, as. 




Let all military operations, whether at prefeja 
in future, be carried on, out of your own boUnda^o^ 
ries. Before you actually wage war, fend ambaf&r^ 
dors to thofc who are your voluntary enemies : for ij> t 
is expedient to expollulate with them, before you' 
proceed to adts of hoftility, and aflure them that, al- 
though you have a numerous army, provided wkh, 
horfes, arms, and all warlike accoutrements, .and 
moreover, a God, whofe power has ever been exejrtefl 
in your behalf ; da you, however, defire them not 
compel you ta fight againft them, nor to take fronfi 
them what they have, which, indeed^would* be yojxs 
j gain, though it would tend to their irreparable lois. 
But if your competitors fliould think fit to put the 
caufe upon a trial of war, lead your army againft 
them, committing the government of the whole to 
God, and next, under him, to the braveft man oS 
arms, policy, and courage, that yo»u can pitch upon 



the only judge and evidence of what we do r and [| as vicegerent. I>anot have many principal officers,, 
whether we do well or ill. Let hisconfeience bear ■ ! : as, befides being an obftacle.to a&ion> thro' want oir 



inward teftrmony, and alfo induce him fo to a&, as 
to procure him commendation from others- ; but let 
him chiefly have regard to God, from whom no» 
wicked man, can be concealed.. Bat if he In whom 
the truft was repofed, without any fraud* lofe what 
was depolited with him, let him come before the: 



feven judges, and there make oath, in the prefence It enemies 



agreement, they frequently interrupt and impede 
• execution and difpatch. Look well to the choice. o£ 
your levies ; let them be of chofen men,endowed with 
extraordinary ftrength of body, and hardinefia .of 
mind. Difroife; the; timid part, left they defert in the 
hour of a&ion, and fo afford an advantage to your 



of God, that nothing has been loft willingly, or with 
a fraudulent defign ; he fhall then ftand acquitted, 
and depart blamelefs ; but if it fhall be made appear 
that he hath made ufe of the leaft part of what was 
committed to him, let him be condemned to make 
good the whole of the depofit. 

The la- rpj ie f ame nun&uality is to be obferved with re- 
bep.iivihis fpeet to paying the labourer his hire. Be it ever 
hirc ' remembered, that vou are not to defraud a poor man 

of his wages, being fenfible that Providence has 
allotted him thofe wages, inftead of land and other 
pofleifions. Nor is the payment to be delayed, but 
made to the full due upon the fame day that his 
' work is finifhed ; for the labourer fhould not be de- 
prived of the immediate ufe of that for which he has 
toiled. 

Children are not to be punifhed for the iniquity 
not to be o£ their parents ; but where they preferve a reputa- 
tiw J ^ e C ^ ara< ^ er deferve pity for the misfortune of fiich 
iniquity of alliances. Nor are the fins of children to be imputed 
rents P ** to their fathers, while young perfons indulge them- 
felves in practices different from what they had been 
inftriicled in, and this through their proud refufal 
of fiich inftru<ftion. 



Pcrfonit 



- * 
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You fhall exempt from obligation thofe to &i?v< 
who havelately built them hau(e% and have **oi qc 
cupied them a year„ and thofe who have planted 
vine-yards, and have not yet reaped the frujts,. as 
well as thofe who are betrothed, or have lately 
taken to themfelves, wives ; left having their mind^ 
fet upon thofe obje As, they fear to hazard their lives, 
and become daft ardly and pufillanimous. 

When you have pitched your camp, take care to 
avoid whatever is cruel. If engaged in a fiege, youGoo* 
want timber for the making of warlike implements, J?k 
do not cut down fruit-trees, but fpare them, con * 
fidering that they were planted and reared for th 
benefit of man. If they could fpeak, they would cuTdo 
expoftulate withy ou on the impropriety of deftroy- 
ing that, which was ho caufe of the war, for the fer- 
yice of it. 

When you have the fortune to overcome in bat- 
tle, give no quarter to thofe of your enemies who nook 
were obftinate and flood it out, but preferve the reft- j^* 1 
and make them your tributaries, excepting the aniteio 
Canaanites : thofe you are to extirpate, even the bcnwi 
whole nation, root and brainch. 

Let no man aflume the habit of a woman, nor wo- 



trecsto; 



out 



Let thofe who have made themfelves eunuchs be [ man that of a man, efpecially in a military action l 



All tnftra 
tion tor- 
bidden* 



held in d deflation, and be feclued from the con- 
verfe of fociety, as having deprived themfelves of 
their manhood, to the disappointment of the main 
end of their creation. The depravity of their minds, 
muft lead them to make fo unnatural an experiment 
on their bodies ; for it is evident, that when the foul 
is effeminate, that effeminacy is diffufed through- 
out the whole frame. Wherefore let neither man, 
nor any living creature, be caftrated, for it is a de- 
parture from the grand inftitution of nature. 



Let this be the conftrtution of your political laws' 

times of peace, and God will preferve this excel- m a rf,,. r • r i • i i r * 

m fettlement free from difturbance. But as hn- maU€r ' Thtsfcmg wasuxfertedm the holy book. 



man affairs are precarious, and troubles and dan- 
gers will happen, either undefigned or intentional, 
it will be neceflary to lay down fome rules for ob- 
viating thefe contingencies ; that fo being apprized 
before-hand what ought to be done, you may have 
falutary counfels ready when you want them, and 
may not then be unprovided, and fall into difagree- 
able circumftances. 



Kc<^> to old 
laws, cuf- 
torn*, and 
dJcipiiftc. 



May y.ou continue in the quiet poffeffion of the 
land that God hath allotted you, and reap the fruit 
of your induftry and patience, without the hazard 
of open enemies from abroad, or of worfe enemies 
among/l profeflcd friends. A fchifm at home would 
endanger the laws, cuftoms, difcipline, and religion 
of your forefathers, which are the ordinances of 
God himfelf, being warranted by the authority of 
his Divine approbation* From thefe conftitutions 
you are never to depart. 



This, was the form of political government left us The 
by Mofes* He had already delivered laws in wri- of the 
ting, which he had compiled forty years before. Of ^ 
thefe wc fhall treat on a future occafion. vrcaia. 

Aftet this he held aflemblicS' for feveral fucceflive 
days, awarding bleflin«s to thofe who conformed to 
the laws, and denouncing curfes againft thofe who 
tranfgreffed them. He then recited a kind of poetic 
fong, compofed in hexameter verfe, and containing 
a prediction of future events, in the very order in 
which they occurred, without variation, as to time or 



To the prieftshe deliveredhis books, withtheark, 
in which were depofited the ten commandments, 
written on two tables. He left it in charge to the 
people as foon as they were in pofleflion of the 
promifed land, and had fixed their fettlemcnt, to 
avenge themfelves on the Amalekites,for the injuries 
they had formerly done them iirthe defert. 

He alfo enjoined them, on theconqueft of Canaan, 
and extenuating the inhabitants, to eredl an altar to 
the eaftward, near the city of Shechem, between the 
mountains Garizim on the right hand, and Gebal on 
the left, ^nd to divide the army in fiich a manner, 
that fix tribes fhould be in each of the mountains, 
with thepriefts andLevites. They were to offer up. 
prayers alternately, imploring divine bleflings on 
thofe who kept the holy commandments, and ob- 
ferved the ftatutesof Mofcs, the lawgiver. At the 
clofe, the tribes upon Gebal, in acclamations, by way 
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of refponfc, fignificd an Amen, or, be it fo. Curies 
were then denounced and ratified in the fame man- 
ner as the hi citings. Thefe bencdi&ions and impre- 
cations were committed to -writing for future re- 
ference. He alfo ordered them to be inferibed on 
each fide of the altar, the people at the fame time 
Sacrificing and offering up burnt-offerings; though 
after that day they never offered facrifice upon it, 
being deemed unlawful. Thefe are the ordinances 
of Mofes, which, by the Hebrew nation, are moft 
i*eli* v ioufly obferved to this day. 
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The next day Mofes called a general afTembly of jj cc 
the people, men, women, and children, even flaves 
not excepted, and bound them, by afolemn oath, to 
the obfervance of the laws according to the will 
of God, from which they were not, in any point, j| « 
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to deviate, from motives of favour, fear, nor any 
other pretence whatfoever. If any individual, ever 
fo near and dear to them, or any collective body, 
to attempt an innovation, and thereby a diflo- 
lution, of the form of government eftablifhed by 
them, the people were to take a general vengeance 
on him or them, and exterminate perfbn and po(le£ 
(lonx from the face of the earth. But if, by fome 
means that might prevent, they could not avenge 
themfelves in this manner, they were to join in a 
protefc againftfuch impious proceedings, as totally 
oppoliteto their confent and approbation. To 
thefe particulars the multitude bound themfelves 
bv oath. 

Mofes added fome inftru£lions as to the form of 
facriSee, arid the meafures of proceeding in great 
enterprises, referring them, for aflurance of the Di- 
vine approbation, to the ftoneson the breaft-plate of 
the high-pried, as already defcribed. 

WhHc Mofes was prefent, Jofhua, by a prophetic 

impulfc* foretold what be was to do for the welfare 
of the people, either in the condudt of war abroad, 
or the adminiftration of government at home, prer 
ihna;s paring them, by this introductory addrefs, for com- 
:di ioa * pliance with a "new mode of difcipline. He faid, 

that, by infpiration of God, he was authorized to 
declare", that if they violated the facred inftitutions 
of their religion and laws, they fhould fall into the 
direft calamities ; their poffeffions fhould become a 
prey to flrangers, their cities fhould be ranfacked, 
their temples laid in afhes, and themfelves fold as 
flaves to a mercilefs people, till they came at laft 
too late to repentance. He added that God would, 
in time-: reftore their cities, with their temples alfo ; 
but yet they were to forfeit thefe bleflings not once 
only, but often. 

Mofes then appointed Jofhua to lead the Hebrew 
army ajyainft the Canaanites, afluring" him t>f the 
Divine aid and protection, and prefagiiig ,the 
choicefl: bleflings to the people. He then took 
his farewell in an addrefs to the following pur- 



port 



cc 



c< Since it is the wilL of God that I go to my 
" fathers, and that this be the day of my depar- 
ture, it becomes me s in your prefence, to ac— 
c< knowledge the providential care he has excrcifed 
cc towards you and your affairs, not only in your 



u deliverance from the cxtremeft miforics, biit hi 
u conferring upon you innumerable and ineftima- 
c< ble bleflings : nor can I but acknowledge, as in 
" duty bound, the Divine direction and affiftancc 
" in all my endeavours for your advantage and pro- T | iC 
" ipcrity, in the promotion or which I was but a ad/kc of 
"mere inftrument, whilft God himfelf was the ^^Jg 
grand author and finUher. For all his mercies I pc °* 
render him unfeigned praifes and thankfgivings, 
and to his gracious proteftion, as a dying man, I 
commend you* Remember to ferve and honour 
that Supreme Being; who alone is entitled toy our 
adoration and worfhip. Efteeiu his laws as the 
" moft valuable of all his bounties. Call to mind 



cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc that a human law-giver would think it the higheft 
" indignity to have his ordinances contemned, and 



his authority trampled upon ; and then reflect 
44 what muft be the awful confequence of being 
u fummoned to appear before the tribunal of an in- 

u cenfed God, for wilful contempt and breach of 
u his commandments." fc 

* * ■ • 

This farewell addrefs was accompanied with fe- 
veral blellihgs on the tribes, prefages of their future 
deftiny, and torrents of tears from the multitude, vwf"jy 
the women beating their breads, and they erychil- rented. 

dren exprefling extreme regret, at the approaching 
death of their great leadfer . In fhort, the lamenta- 
tion was univerfal. Thofein advanced life grieved 
for the loft of fo conftantand vigilant a protestor ; 
thofe in early life, that they fhould be, deprived of 
fo able a guide. 

But none were more fenfibly afFedted upon this 
occafion than the grand comforter himfelf j for not- 
withstanding his profefled contempt of death, and 
refignation to the will of God, and the law of na- 
ture, yet thefe teftinionies of the affedtion of the 
people fo overcame him, that he could not refrain 
from tears. As he went to the place where he was 
to yanifli from their fight, they followed him weep- 
ing; but he beckoned with his hand, to thofe at a 
diftance, to flop where they were ; and deflred thofe 
who were near, not to interrupt the peace of hislafl 
hours. At his importunity they flood ftill, but not 
without bewailing the calamity of fo general a lofs. 
He was accompanied only by the fenate, Ele^zar, 
the high-pried, and Jofhua, his fiicceflbr. 

As fbon as they came to Abraham (#) , or Nebo, a 
mountain over againft Jericho, which affords a Mofej 
profped: of the fair and fruitful land of Canaan, he within 
difmifled the fenate, and, as he was embracing §^^ of 
Eleazar and Jofhua, and difcourfing with them, a cumn. 
dJou<| fuddenly environed him, and he was tranfla- 
ted into a certain valley. The facred records fay 
that he died, left men fhould imagine, from his ex-- ^^"cd 
traordinary virtues, that he was vet alive and with with a 
God(£). 

Mofes lived iao years, a third part of which, 
within one month, he was ruler of the Hebrews. He 
died on the laft month of the year, and on the fir ft" 
day of the month, called, by the Macedonians, 
Diltrus, but by us, Adar. { 

Mofes was a man of lingular underftanding (^), # 
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cloud. 



(•7) There were mountains finmed in the country of the Moabires, 
hrru/rcn the two rivers Arnon and Jordan, and commanded a moft 
excen five profpecl of the land of Canian. One part of thefe mountains 
was diftin#riMcd by the name of Nebo, as appears from Dcut.xxxii, 49. 
but if we compare this with Deut. xxxiv, 1. wc mail find that Nebo and 
Pjfeib were one and the fame mountain. If, therefore, there was any 
fiitlmcliori between the names, it was probably this, that the top of the 
mountain was more peculiarly called Pifgah, which fignifies to elevate or 
raife tip, and, therefore, may very properly denote the top, or famtnit, of 
any mountain. Not far from Nebo was Beth-peor, which was probably 
fooMcd from fome deity of that name, worfliipped by the Moabites. 

(i) As the place of his interment was not known, fo no public monu- 
nvetu could be erected on the fpot to his memory ; but, that no particle of 
his greanufs mi^ht be loft, his fucccfTor. Jomua, (who, no doubt, was 
rlic author of the laft chapter of Deuteronomy,) has there given him an 
honourable epitaph, which may be thus paraphmfed Sec Dcut- xxxiv. 
i0 > IX; \2. 

No. 6* 



What prophet by the facred breath infpirM, 
What friend of God, with holy raptures hVd, 
Whofe deathlcfs name can equal glorious (hare, 
Or with God's fervant Mofes can compare ? 
With mortal eyes th' Invifible he faw ; 
On trembling Sina's top rcceivM the law : 
From Egypt's fetters ranfom'd lfracl brought, 
And in t^cir fight great flgns and wonders wrought. 

(c) The character of Mofes has been delineated by a variety of in- 
fpirco, as well as prophane, writers, all of whom acknowledge him to 
have been the moft excellent legiftyior; and hiftorian ever known. The 
inftanccsof his conduct related through the courfeofhis hiftory, fuffici- 

ently convince us of the truth of this aflertion, and that ha was a moft 
profound philofopher, a (ktlful general, aa eminent prophet, and a faith- 
ful guardian of the people. 
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which lie applied to the wifeft purpofes. He was a n mourned for him 
perfect orator, capable of exprefhng, in the moft 
itriking light, his own feelings, and working moft 
effectually upon the paffions of others. He was 



moreover a Ikilful general, an eminent prophet, 
and a faithful guardian of the people. The people 



thirty days j nor did ever any 
grief fo deeply affedt them, as upon the death of 
this great and holy man. He not only maintained 
an excellent character amongft his cotemporaries 
but his writings have transmitted his fame toim- 
mortal ages. Thus much for the end of Moles. 



it 
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The commendation which theaathor of Ecclcfia {liens gives Mofes, 
is exprcflcd in thefc words : " Mofcs (fays he) was beloved of God and 
" men and his memorial is blefled. The Lord made him like the glo- 
rious faints, and magnified him fo, that his enemies flood in fear of 
€i him. By his word he caufed the wonders toceafc, and he made him 
" glorious in the light of kings, gave him commandment for his peo- 
" pie, and (hewed him part of bis glory. He fanctified him in his faith- 
<c fnlncfs and mecknefs, and chofe him out of all men. He made him to 
44 hear his voice, and brought hhn into the dark cloud, and gave him 
" commandments before his face, even the law of life and knowledge, 
" that he might teach Jacob his covenant, and IfracI his judgments/* 
Chap. xlv. i— $. 

The character St. Auguftin gives of Mofe* is fliorr, but at the fame 
time very exprcflive : 44 He was (fays he) the moft faithful fervant of 
" God ; humble in wifhing to decline fo weighty a minifter, but dutiful 
44 in undertaking it ; juft in keeping andrefolute in executing it ; vigi- 
44 lent in government ; flrict in jumce ; jealous m love ; arid patient in 
44 fuffering/' 

The apoftle St. Paul, in bis epiftle to the Hebrews, fpeaksof Mofcs as 
f el tows : "By faith (fays he) Mofes, when he was come to age, refu- 
44 fed to be called the ton of Pharaoh's daughter, choofing rather to fuf- 
44 fer adverfity with the pe6£le of Go9, than' to enjoy the pleafures of fin 
44 for a fcafon. By faith he forfook Egypty ribt fearing the king's dif- 
« pleafure. Through faith he inftituted: the paflbver and effufion of 
44 blood, left he that flew the firft-born fhould touch them. By faith he 
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pa/Ted through the Red Sea as on dry land, which, when the Egyp- 
tians attempted to do, they were fwallowcd up/' 
St. Stephen, the Protomartyr,infpcaking of Mofes, fays thus : 44 Mo. 
fes was mighty in word and deed ; to whom, in the wildcrnefs of 
mount Sanai, an angel appeared in a flame of fire in a buih. Him 
God fent for a prince and a deliverer of the people, by refcuing them 
from a fervile date of bondage, which he accomplimed after .doing 
wonders and miracles in the land of Egypt. This is he that was in 
the congregation (the church) in the wildcrnefs, and converted 
with our fathers, who received the lively oracles to give unto us." 
The character given of Mofcs by St. Ambrofc is as follows : " Mofcs 
(fays he) was the figure of that Preceptor that was to come,who fliould 
preach the Golpcl, fulfil the Old Teftamcnt, build the New, and feed 
the people witH ecleftial aliment. Hence the dignity of the human 
condition is fo highly advanced, that he is called by the name of 
God, I have made thee a Cod to Pharaoh, fixod. vii. X« that is, I 
have given thee authority to fpeak to him in my name. And, indeed 
he became his character ; for he was mafter of his paffions, not incli- 
ned tor worldly defires, but, in mind and body, endeavoured to conduct 
himfclf after theJikcnefs of that perfection of his God, as far as nature 
would permit. And, therefore, we read quite differently of him, to 
what we do of others, who die through fomc defect of nature. With 
him it was ©therwile ; for, notwithstanding his great age, he retain- 
ed the ufc of all his faculties to the laft his eyes not failing, nor his • 
natural force abated ; but died according to the word of the Lord." 
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ti«?As ratted fW : the"deftncepf tlid'iiity. That, to- 
war 3s the clofe ! of the day, they 'retired «J a;hbttfe, 
iituated' near ; $e wall of the city, where they re- 
Jofiua fttceeeds Mofes. Sends /pies into CaniUnf^ Tfiey freflied themfelves,, and.intended leaving tW 
are protested by a woman called Raftab. ■fcriih'd'be-- rearlv the next'riibrnibg:.. ' While they w er 



fieged^ and laid wafte by the Hebrews i Jtfitia 'forms . 
a league wit h the Gibeonites: Obtains ti.'hSnpIete 
cinque ft over the Canaanites* Divides thcir'^lands 
among the different tribes. Lot of each tribe. 1 Death 

and character of 'Jojbua. ' r 



FTEH the accuftomed cercmojijes were 

» " 4 

ov er , and the laft duty paid to the memory 
of Mcfes, Joflraa ordered the. people "to 
get themfel ves in readmefs for rharchlng, 
Jericho, and, in the mean time, difpatched certain perfons to 
ConvenU Jericho, ia order to learn the ftrenght of the place, 

ff C thc adcrS anc ^ t ^ e ^^P 0 ^ ono f t ^ erm ^ a ^^ tantS4 Onthisoccafion 



Joshua <iif- 
pntches 
fpios to 




ere at this 

Kbife, information had beeh l giVin the king, ' that 
ttiere were fpies in the city from the Hebrewcamp, 
arid that they were concealed , in the hpufe of a 
womannamed Rahab j in corifequence of which an 
order* was iflued for apprehending them ^and that, 
if they did not corifefs who they were, anil on what 
bufinefs they came, they fliould be put to the toi> 
ture. As foon as Rahab was informed of . this, 
file' communicated the intelligence to the (pies, and 
taking them to a retired part of the houfe, con-Thc fpin 
ceaied them, by covering' them over with a large t a c aSb|^ 
quantity of flax. That when the officers of juftice Rahab. 
came in fearch of them, Rahab told them, there 
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| tribes. he convened the leaders of the tribes of Reuben and had, indeed, been ftrangers there, but that, after 



Gad, and the half tribe of Meriaffes : the latter of 
whom had been promifed to fettle in the country of 
the Amorites, which includes a feventhpart of the 
land of Canaan- 

When thefe leaders were aflembled together, Jo- 
fhua reminded them of the promifes theyhad iriade 

gT^Jnts to ^-°^ e ^j an ^ carneftly intreated them, not only for 
to M?fc$! his fake, but alfo for their own, to fulfill their en- 
gagement. They chearfully complied with Jofliua's 
requeft, and immediately joined his army with a 
body of 50,000 men. 
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Advances 
with his 
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the river 
Jordan. 



Joffiua having received this afliftance, marched 
with his whole army about fixty furlongs towards 
the banks of the river Jordan. They had fcarce 
pitched their tents, before the fpies, who had been 
fent to Jericho, arrived, and gave the following ac- 
count of what had happened to them during their 

>n their That the inhabitants, coufidering them as ftran- 

romfur- ^ ers come to gratify their curiotity, permitted them 
eyingjc- to perambulate .the city without interruption ; in 
cho - confeqiience of which they had the opportunity of 

viewing the walls, ramparts, and other fortihea- 



fupper, they departed ; and as the time was but fhort 
fince they went, if they were the dangerous people 
fufpc<fted, fhe did not doubt but, by immediate 
endeavours, they might be eafily taken. The ho- 
nefty of the woman's countenance, and the fimple 
manner in which fhe exprefled herfelf, fatisficd the 
officers, and they immediately left the houfe to 
go in quefl- of the fpies ; but after travelling fame 
way, and finding no likelihood of fucceeding, they 
dehfted from their purfuit, fuppofmg they had . 
efFedlually made their efcape. That when the con- 
fufion which the alarm occafioned, had in fome 
degree fubfided, Rahab uncovered them, related 
what had pafled, and pointed out the great danger 
to which fhe had expofed herfelf and family for 
their proteftion ; as a return for which file exa&ed 
from them an oath, that when the city fliould be Rahab <«, 
inveftcd, and rendered defolate by the Hebrews, ^/of 
(for flie told them it had been revealed to her proceaioi) . T j 
by the Almighty that it fliould), they fliould prer ^^01 
ferve her and her relations from the general : 
deftruftion. That they had faithfully promifed the 
protection fhe required, to effed: which they had 

F n % ■ 
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told her, that, when Ihe found the city attacked, 
to (hut hericlf up, together with her relations, ' in 
her houfe*; and that, in order to diftinguifh it from 
the reft* (he muil affix red firings to the door,* 
which, fignal fliould be communicated to the .ge- 
neral, who would no doubt, give iiich dire&ions, 
as to fecure her from all danger. . , That after this 

Xnliabcon " - " - - 



vcl-i the" agreement was made b^twcen thein,.they departed 
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Rahab 



mlJ cty * gotVarope, ana faftened it to the top of one p^rt of 

-the 'ijOfrfe, by means of whith* they made their 
efcape unperccived. 

When the fpies had given the relation to Joftiiia, 
and the 'principal officers of the r army, a confulta- 
" tionjwas held withEleazar 5 the high-prieftj and the 
elders,, whether the promife made by the fpies to 
R&hab ought to be Itridtly obferved j which was 
agreed to by thofe fages, and the obligation Rati- 
fied;,. , . •* \\ 
The He- .Tt^hc Hebrews faere.bn the* oppofite fide oif the 
bruwajmy river- to that of -Jericho,- and the great difficulty 

wa&ttfpafs the river, the current being exceeding 

of tUc river r *P&^* anc * no niet ^ oc ^ to ^ e proje&ed that could 
Jordan!*" facilitate their delign. Thefe reflexions gave great 

tmeafinefs to Jofhua. ; but his troubles 
removed by a Divine revelation froiri the Almigh- 
ty,. :*Vho allured him, that thofe <6bftacles fhfeuld 
be Removed, and that the river fhould be rendered 
fo fordable, that the army might pafs it with the 
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cncdfo S r C it was made, and the whole army palled the river in 

overthe°rT St ^ e f°U ovv *Pg order : firlt, the priefts bearing the 
verf order ark, who were followed by the Levites, carrying 
ihc V - h atred tljc tabernacle and the holy veflels. After thele 
C} p c marched the whole army, divided into ranks, ac- 
cording to the order of their refpedtive tribes. 
The women and children were placed in the center 
of tlie army, that they might be the better fecured 
from the violence of the current. When the priefts 
entered the river the rapidity of the ftream abated, 
and the water gradually funk, till the bottom be- 
came quite dry ; f6 that the whole multitude paffetff 
over without the leaft apprehenfion of danger. 
The priefts were the laft who quitted the bed of 
the -river, which they had bo foon.er done, than the 
waters returned,' and relumed their natural courfe^j 
and .thius .was the promife made by the Almighty 
. amply fulfilled. ^ : 

After palling the river, the whole army proceecUH 
immediately on the march, and encamped within 
ten furlongs of the city of Jericho. On this fpbt 



Joll 

which, by his order, had been brodght by twelVe 
princes of. tti.e Several tribes from the bottom of 
Joshua e- ; the river. This altar was raifed by Jofhiia, to per- 
tafofii^.petuate the remembrance of the miraculous fepa- 
ftonw, and ra [ t j on 0 f wa ters ; and on it he offered facrifices, and 

Dy"*aciTfi! S celebrated the feaft of the paflbver (d). 

ce$. While the Ifraelites were on the other fide the 



they had, for fome time, laboured 



%" b cws rivcI 

biioitr an- under great difficulties from the manna, which had 
^^ a rch been their principal fubfiftence during forty years 
W .in the wiiclernefs, having failed them ; but when 
t tliey came on that fide of the river next Jericho, 

thefe inconveniencies were removed > 



It happened 

to be at the time when the harveft of the Canaan- 
ites, was ripe, and the country well ftocked with 
cattle and other kinds of provifion ; all which they 
had the power of enjoyine: without interru 




manimity or tne canaan- 
ites, in fuffering the Ifraelites to ravage their coun- 
try at difcretion and at the fame time keeping 
themfelves fecured within the walls of the city, Jo- 
fhua was convinced he fliould not be able to bring 
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them to action, and therefore determined t6 lay I 0, * tt * ' 
liege to' the place, and put all the inhabitants to mte#c# 

the Iwprd; * Jericho. 

Having formed this refolution, on the firft day 
the Fealt of the Paflbver he ordered a proceffion to 
be made round the wall of the city, the manner of 
which was this : firft, afccertal^immbcr of pricftfj 
I tarrying. tbe,;arlc fiirrourided [%f- t a conf iderable 

body of thfeiroopsr.thefQ. were tpllo wed Ijy fey en order of 
other priefts, each blowing a horn, ortrufnpet, to l ^ PJ cft *. 
animate th6 fblclierS j' and theivhole was cidfel by whhtht a 
the elders. In this manner they marched round the **• 
walls of the city, and then returned to their caimi. . 
This ceremony was repeated for fix fucceflivij 
days ; duringVhicJt time not a fingle perfonof tlie 
Canaanites was feen without the walls of the .city. 
On the-feventh day Jofhua addrefling himfelf not 
only to the army, { but. the.people in general^ tofel 
them^that, on thai day ; tlie eity \of Jericho fhould 
Be dejfiveivcd into their ftaijds, and that without any 
efforts bfing made on their parti to effect it ; Of or 

^» till ^5 very walls would fall of themfelve,s, and 

the city would be rendered totally defenteleft. He 
ftriftljr charged them to confine attention to.\he 
deftruftion of the inhabitants, all of whom they 
fhould.; put to the fword, except Rahab and .her 
family, that the oath might be ftriAly performed 
which had been given b^ the fpies, when they Were . 
on the other lide the river Jordan. He likewife 
told them that whatever gold or filver they fhould 
find to lay it in a. heap on the fpot, for it fhould be 
dedicated to God as the firft fruits of a victory ob- 
tained over the Canaanites. 

Jolhua, after delivering thefe inftruftions to the 
army and people, marched towards the city, and 
proceeded round the walls of it in the fame man- 
ner, and with the fame ceremonies, as before men- 
tioned in the Feaft of the Paflbver j but, as they Thewaiii 
-were palling the fevehth time, they made a halt, ^Vewi? 
when the wall fuddenly gave way, and the whole andfau 
fell to the ground. 6 ^ 

This^ furprifmg jand nnexpeded event threw the 
Canaanites into the ntmoft cdnfternation> infonweh J^ ? c c n h ^ 
that they had not power to attempt the leaft refift- Li Mt ki 
ance. In confequence of this the Ifraelites imme h ^\f^ 
diately entered the city ? and to obey the inftruc- Fword, er. 
tions previoufly given them by Jofhua, put all to ^^e? 4 
the fword (^), except Rahab and her family ; the fricndi. 
former, of whom being brought before Jofhua, he 
rewarded her in the moft ample manner for the fer- 
vicesihehad done him. 

. To make a final deftru&ioft of the city of Je- 
richo, the Ifraelites, after murdering the inhabi- 
tants, fet itonfire, and the whole was reduced to 
an heap of aihes. A prophetical curfe (c) was 
likewife denounced againft any pcrfon who fhould 
ever after attempt to rebuild it j that whoever 
fhould take txpon him to lay the firft ftone might 
be punifhed by the lofs of his eldeft fon ; . and who- 
ever fhould finifh the work, hisyoungeft. In the 
city were fotifad great quantities of gold, filver, Grcatf^j 
and brafs, the whole of which was of immenfe va- [l^ t fi 
lue, and being gathered together, as Jofhua had 
ordered, he presented it to the priefts to be depo- 
fited in the facred treafiiry . 

Notwithftanding the caution joflma had taken 
to prevent private plunder, yet oneAchar, the fon 
of Zebedee, and of the tribe of Jiidah, made a Acfear I 
breach on the injjmdion, by concealing the cloak f ™$*j 
of the king of the Canaanites, which was not only theft, 
rich in itfelf, but had about it . as much gold as 
weighed two himdred fhekels* He argued with 
himfelf^ that as he had hazarded his life to obtain 
it, he thought he had a right to enjoy it, and that 
it would be ridiculous to offer that to God which 




... i 



(a) This was tht ihird time of their celebrating that feflivaU The 
firlt was at thcu^epartnrc out of Egypt, and the fecond at their ercfi:- 
ing the ui»«madlat the foot of Mount Sinai. 



(6) Here we may obferve. that whenever any of the public enemies 
ipf the Jews had been, for. their wickednefs, folcmnly devoted to de- 
finiclron according to the Divine command, as were generally; the fevefi 
wicked nations of Canaan, and thoic tiuners the Amalckttcs, it was tit* 



terly unlawful to permit thofe enemies to be redeemed ; but they were 
to be all utterly deftroyed. See Numb. xxi. 2. Sec. 

(c) The words of Jofhua's execration in the text are as follow : 
« Cnrfed be the man before the Lord that raifcth up and buildeth this 
city Jericho ; he (hall lay the foundation thereof in his firil-born, and 
in his youngeft fon lhall uc fct up the gates of it." Jolh. vi. js.6. 
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only defined for the life of man, lie thcrc- 
forc dug; a pit in his tent, and there hid the cloak ; 
fuppoiing that it would be equally hidden from 
Cod, as it was from his companions. 

' The army of the Ifraclites was at this time en- 

camped at a place called by them Gilgal, which 
iignifics liberty * intimating, that they now thought 

themfelves fecure from any future danger, and that 
they fhould never again be fcnfible of the like mis- 
fortunes they had experienced during their rc/i- 
dence in the wilderncls, 

V)* Ut **ll A fliort time after the deftruftion of Jericho, 
"iifi-j \\\ Jofhua fent out a detachment of aooo men to in- 
tftcu acrack v ^ • another city, fituated at a fmall diftancc 

upon Am. 7 J » r* » 

from the former. In this attack the Ifraclites met 
with a warm repulfe : thirty-fix of them were flain, 
among whom were feveral perfons tlie relations of 
diftinguiflied characters, and the reft were obliged 
to feek their fafety by flight. The news of this 
defeat greatly difpirited the whole army of the Jf- 
raelites, who from the promifes made them by 
Divine revelation, had fet it down for granted, that 
jhev fcft whatever projeft they engaged in, it would infal- 
ft-m"'3«$ prove fuccefsful. From this difappointment, 
ktureUoJ and the refle&ion of its confequences, they cloath- 

cd themfelves with fackcloth, and fpent the day in 
failing and prayer. The mind of Jofhua was like- 
wife particularly imprefled with defpair ; and pro- 
ftrating himfclf on the ground, in the moft fervent 

manner addrcflcd the Almighty in words to the fol- 
lowing efFedt : 

joslma cs- c< Lord (faid he) we came not hither rafhly, or 
wUu'goJ. c< unadvifedly, to reduce this country under our 
^ iiba U power and dominion, but from a pure deference 
rdi.inccon * c an d refpeifc to the perfuafion of thy fervant Mo- 
hfc pro. « f eS5 to w h om thou didft promife the pofTeflion of 

u this country, and that we (hould be vi&orious 
u over all our enemies. The fudden change which 
" has taken place, in the difappointment of our 
cc hopes, and lofs of our friends, greatly alarms 
6c us, and the more fo, left we fhould prove equally 
cc unfuccefsful in any future attempts. Do thou, 
" therefore, O Lord, who alone art able to give 
c< us relief, help and preferve us. Vouchfafe unto 
cc us comfort and vidtory ; and be gracioufly pleaf- 
c< ed to give us future hopes, by removing the de- 
Cc fpair under which we at prefent labour." 

When Jofhua had finifhed his prayer, Ood com- 
JomrSnd mr *nded him to rife, and to purge the army from a 
citopur^pollution it had acquired by a facrilegious theft, 

aId3iSS- and which was the real caufe of the mifchief that 
eJtothe had befallen them. That there fliould be lots caft 
i\\fon»wxi to find out the criminal, who fliould be made an ex- 
ihcoftcn- ample of for his perfidioufnefs ; and that after- 
wards, whatever they undertook lliouldbe attended 
with fuccefs. 

Jofhua immediately communicated thefe inftruc- 
tionx and aflurances to the people; and calling to 
him Eleazar, the high-pried, and the princes of the 
tribes, he ordered that lots fliould be firft caft to 
difcover the tribe to which the thief belonged. 
Tliis was accordingly done, when it fell upon the 
tribe of Judah j in confequehce of which lofis were 
again caft among the feveral families of-that tribe. 
On examination it appeared that the lot fell on 
Achar, who belonged to the family of Zaccharis.- 

ninut to' was accor dingly taken into cuftody, and being 
ajgnomi- confeious of his iniquity, confefTed the facT:, an<l 
vows death delivered up the plunder inprefence of the multi- 
tude. Upon this he was immediately put to an ig- 
nominious death, and his body denied the accuftom- 
ed ceremonies of interment. 
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When Jofhua had pi 
e Divine command 



city of Ain j and planting a body of men in ambuf- 
cade the preceding evening, he the next morning 
presented himfelf in fight of the enemy with his 
main body. The Ainites were fo elated with their 



(♦') This place received irs name from the rite cf circiimcidon , which 
was there renewed by the Israelites. It lay about two miles to the eafl- 

No. 6. 



* • 

former fuccefs, that, as foon as lliry faw the J fra : 
elites, tltcy immediately advanced in the moft furi- 
ous manner to give them battle. On this Joflina 
feigned a retreat, till, having drawn the Antitcsa 
confidcrable diftancc from the city, he made a flop, 
•and «*are a fiirnal (which had been prcviouflv a- 



prcvioufly 

greed on) to the troops in ambufh. Agreeable to 

this fignal they immediately entered the city, where 
they^ met with little oppofition ; the greater part of 
the inhabitants having planted themfelves on the 
walls to fee the adion, in full confidence, from the 
fuccefs they had met with before, that the Ifraclites 
would be totally overthrown • Thefe detached 
troops made themfelves m afters of the city, and 
put the inhabitants to the fword ; while the grand 
army engaged that of the Ainites, and totally dc- l^t*\ tn 

r i i m\ i i « uk.cn Ain, 

feated them* The greater part were killed m the lay* it 
a&ion ; and the remainder fled for protection to the H^aiftri- 
city, not fnfpeding that it was already in the hands biitesam- 
of their enemies ; but when they difcovef ed its fitu- (v.^u"in 
ation, and the great danger they Were in, they had to ' ' 
immediate recourfe to flight, and conceated them- " 
felves in the wilds and defcrts. The booty taken on J°* 
this occafion was of immenfe vrdue, conflfting of 
great quantities of plate, coftly furniture, gold, 
Silver, coined money, and other articles, all which 
were divided among the foldiers, as a reward for 
their paft, and an encouragement for their future, 
conduct. » • 

The great fuccefs of Jofhua againft the cities of 
Jericho and Ain ? and the {laughter made among 
the inhabitants, had (track fuch a panic in the 
kings of the refpedtive provinces on that fide the 
river Jordan, that they confederated together, and 
entered into a league for their mutual defence. But 
the Qibeonites, forefeeing the deftrudiion that a- 
waited them, and being apprehenfive that all rc- 
liftancc would be in vain, confulted with their 
neighbours, the inhabitants of Cephirah and Keri- 
athjearim, among whom it was agreed, that endea- 
vours fhould be ufed to obtain a peace with the 
Ifraclites: but as they ktiew that could not be ef- 
fected fliould it be known they were Canaanites, 
they had recourfe to the following ftratagem. They 
{elected a certain number of artful men, who were 
inftru&ed to feign themfelves ambaftadors come 
from a very diftant Country, in order to obtain a 
league with the people of Ifrael. To make this 
ftory api>earplanfible, they were drefied in tattered 
garments with worn-out ilioes on their feet ; and 
the bread they took with them in their bags was fo |, 
mufty as to be entirely ufelefs. In this fkuaiion " 
they arrived at Gilgal (^), the place where Joftiua 
was encamped, to whom being introduced, they 
told him, that from the many miracles which God 
had wrought for them in the land of Egypt, and 
the wonderful fuccefles wherewith he had blefled 
their arms, againft every power that had oppofed 
them, in their coming to that place, their ftatcs 
and rulers had fent them from a very remote coun- 
try, to form a league of friendfhip with them, and 
that on fuch conditions as Were cuftomary with 
their forefathers. They then pointed to their gar- 
ments, which they folemnly allured Joflina were 
quite new when they fat out on their journey ; but 
that the great length of it had reduced them to the 
ftate in which they then appeared. 

■ 

This plaufible tale gained fuch credit with the 
Ifraclites, that they entered into an amicable alli- 
ance with them ; andEleazar, the high-priefr, with 
the princes of the refpective tribes, folemnly rati- 
fied the treaty, the whole multitude affirming to the 
oaths made by their leaders. When the bufinefs JJ^dS 
was over, the ambaflbdors took their leave, and iteparr. 
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haded to the Gibeonites with the glad tidinirs of 
their didinguifljed fuccefs. 

A few days after the departure of the ambafTh- V:- ]r n . r r 
dors the whole was difcovered ; when it appeared coveied!" 
that the Gibeonites were inhabitants of Canaan, and 



that they redded at a fmall diftancc from Jerufa- 



ward of Jericho ; and St. Jerome tells us flut it was, in his time, odd 
in great veneration by the inhabitants of the country. 
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J; ;:*;. TMr. <1if;:ov<:ry greatly alarmed Jofliua, who 
Vent for the jKovernors, and reproached them for 
i';;»i;; f \V pracAiSrd inch a deception ; to which they 
replied, that they were compelled to do it in their 
<r.\ n defence, as they Jiad rcafon to think they 

; oihcrwife 'hare a iiimlarfatc with the hiba- 
f/ii:i!;ts of Jericho and Ain. Joflma was deiirous 
of in' 1 ' the league cancelled : but as it was con- 
firmed hy a folcnm oath, this could not be done 
wliho.il hicurrni"; the Divine tlifplcafurc. It was 
therefore rcfolvcci, in order to appcafe the people, 
that, as a punh'hmcnt for the imposition, the Gi- 
bciMiitcs (iioiild ever after be kept in a ftate of bon- 
dage. 



When the confederate princes (who were five in 
Thcv; , r ~:number, the principal of whom was the king of 
Jc^wicm lcrufalcm) heard of thefeparate treaty made by the 
a 'ic.v;tic" Gibconitcs, and the artful manner in which it was 
w !v* '"r f ' obtained, they refolvcd to be revenged on them for 
in«?fe:fiV" defertion of the common caufe. Accordin 



g 



lythey 

will SiS 0 * j°^ ncc ^ l ^ cir forces, and marched towards their 
thrGibco- citVi with a determined rcfoiution of laving; fieffe to 

When they came within a fmall diitauce of the 



It. 



place they pitched their tents, intending to begin 
the attack early the next morning. In the mean 
7 %* r ,:t. r .,_time the Gibeonites difpatched a mcflcnger to Jo- 



nsus.ipply jhiia, imploring his immediate ailiftancc, as they 
foVr'i" 1 niult otiicrwifc inevitably fall into the hands of the 




rived at the fpot where the enemy were encamped. 
He immediately led on his troops to action ; and 
Tndntha* the Canaanitcs, finding; all refiftance was likely to 
v-*ATmx n» prove incffeftuaU lied, but were purfued by thelf- 
*h.-sr re.ivi ri c litcrs to a place called Jjeth-hora. In this expe- 

rhecneny ditton God had ail along encouraged Jofluia, by 
to flight, pvomii'ing him fuccefs ; and therefore, as the con- 
federate forces were endeavouring to efcape, and 
lave themfelves by flight, lie fuffercd a violent llorm 
a Jrcvifui °f hail (^) to fall, the Hones of which were fo large 
tcmpcih that more people were deftroyed by them than what 

fell by the fword- Asa farther proof of Divine in- 
tcrpofition, acircumftance occurred on that dav,the 
^ like of which never happened either before or fince ; 
fiil^ttiiLiiiimely, the fun itfelf flood ftill (/») in the firma- 
ment, that the Ifraclites might not want day-light 
to complete the victory. This laft circumftance is 
moib cxprefsiy attciled in the Holy Scriptures, ac- 
cording to the copies preserved in the temple. 



s. ilC 



n federate kings, finding themfelves to 




clofcly purfued, and likely to be either flain or made 
captives, concealed themfelves in a cave at a place 
called Makkedah ; intelligence of which being 
given to Joflma, he ordered the cave to be blocked 
up, and a guard placed over it. After he rcturn- 
iVconfe- ed from purfuing the enemy, he ordered the cave 

£n»«aEs to ^ e °pcned, and the kings being brought forth, 
't?n. and they were hung upon trees till the evening, when 
!lenh% their bodies were taken down, and thrown into the 
erJcfof cave : fo that the place they had pitched on for 

jc'. t nt... a fanciuary became their fepulchre- 

Aftcr this defeat, Jofliua proceeded to the fonth- 
crn parts of Canaan ; where, having deftroyed the 
inhabitants and fcized their mod valuable pof- 
feflions, he returned with his army to the camp at 
GilgaL 



•t Though the great dcflmcliou made by the army 
of the Ifraclitc* had ltruck a terror in molt parts 
of Canaan, yet it had not that effect on the princes 
of the north, who, inllcad of being intimidated, 
formed the rcfoiution of boldly attacking Jofliua. a ?owf q j 
They accordingly drew their force:; together, and ITul^ 
pitched their camp at JSerothn*, a city of the Upper h Y t! ? c Ca- 
Galilee, not far irom the waters ot Merom (r;. kinp a. 
Their army conflfted of 300,^00 foot, io,coo liorfe, ^ a n 4 ftj9 ' 

I and aooo chnriot3« 



{a) The propriety and intcnr of the miraclrs prrformed this day arc 
thus cxpV.i*mcd Ivy a learned Divine : <e AW nations had at that time 
their fcvenl tutel.iry deities, to whofe proreclion they committed them- 
fe'ves and their C{»Tintry, and of whofe power they judged by their fuc- 
eefle*' in war. N • » w the three principal deities whom the inhabitants of 
Cruuiti adored \\ ere the Tun, the moon, am) heavens or air. To con- 
yincr tliem, rherrforc, in their own way, that the ^ods in whom they 
irafled were fubjeet to the God of Ifrael.ar.d topuniOi them, at the fame 
t : me, for the wonhip they p.iid them, the Lord lltowcred down ^rca: 
haiUfhme'! front the heavens or air, which flew vail numbers of their 
powerful arm/., '»nd (hen Hopped the two «jreat luminaries in their cmirfe, 

which ^ave :h»- ifraelitcs time and opportunity to complete their vi&ory 
over the remainder. " 

(if) The drills hive greatly cavilled nt this miracle, on a -count of 
its !i"f hein£ recorded by heathen writer-, HiTt that it fliouU not be 
sic'vi'JiJed by t'h cm is nor in the lcilt to l jz wondered at, when wc con- 



When the Ifraelites under fiood what a formw 
dablc army was railed againlt them hy tlie (Canaan- 
itcs, they became greatly diipiritcei ; and even 
Joflma himfclf was aimoft funk into deipair* But 



was commanded to kill their liorfes, and burn their SJ^^Jj 
chariots. 



Canaanitcs. 



by ailuran. 
ccrs of the 
Divine ai^, 

gcd by this Divine protection, Jofliua 
ly marched his army againft that of the 
On the fifth day he came within 

is to 

fuel- A (lcf P cr3J « 
actt wii en. 



fight of their camp, and ordering his troops 
advance with all poflible difpatch, tlicy fell fo i aai(inc 
denly on the enemy, that they were immediately rues in 
thrown into diforder. Thofe who attempted refift- 



ance were all flaiu on the fpot : and fuch as fled, are totally 
being purfued, were overtaken and flain. Their Jh" t >^ 
horfes were alfo all killed, and their chariots com- fi*»n. 

mittcd to the flames. 

The fuccefs of this day made Jofliua abfolutc 
matter of the country. Kc purfued his rout to a 
confiderable diftance, plundering every town lie 
came to, and putting ail the inhabitants to the 
fword. In fhort, the whole country was one con- Thewholi 
tinued fecne of defolatjon, and the inhabitants ofiailiwai, 
it totally extirpated, except a fmall number who 2";|^ fl " 
had accidentally efcaped, and fecured themfelves 
in places of great ftrength. Such was the defola- ^\^f thc 
tion made in the land of Canaan during a war pf Qn- Joshua, » 

1 r thecourfc 

ly five years, of awarrf 

five yean, 

Jofliua having thus reduced the Canaanitcs, re- 
turned with his army to Gilgal ; from whence, 
after a fhort time, he removed to the mountainous J^JjJJJ 
part of the country and fixed the holy tabernacle GHgai » 
in the city of Shiloh. The fituation of this place shiioh,and 

f 1 i« n t* 1 it • 1 plants tnc 

was exceeding delightful ; and here it was that tabernacle 
Jofluia intended, when pircumftances would per- j^xviil 
mit, to build a temple. 

From Shiloh Jofliua removed, with all his pcp- Ereftsa 
pie, to Shechem, where he erected an altar, as had altar at 
been fome years before appointed by Mofes. He shechcnu 
then divided his army, one half of which was 
placed on Mount Garizim, and the other half on 
Mount Gebal. At the latter place he created another 
altar on which the priefts offered facrilices ; and 
when they had denounced the malediction before on Moan: 
recited, and engraved them upon the altar, they Ge 
returned to Shiloh. 



At this place, a fhort time after, Joflma 



venc«asf' 

vened a general affembly of the people ; and, after newlai-j 
reminding them of the great fuccefs they had met 4oj5e!S 
with through the affittance of the Divine protcc- rern-ntls 
tion, he obferved that the Canaanites had ftill msnr 
many cities in their pofleffion, which were rendered 
fo itrong by nature and art together, as to be aimoft favour. 



fider that Homer, who wrote above a thonfand years after Joflma, is 
their oMeft writer now extant. Letters were not then known among 
the heathens, and therefore it is no wonder that fuel t a circuinihncc 
fhould have been forgotten. 

(c) Some of tiic learned are of opinion, that by the Warrr*- of Merom 
are meant the lake Scmcchon, which lies between the head of the river 
Jordan and the lake Gcncfareth But others imagine that thefe waters 
were fomewhere about the brook KiiK'i, there beingaplace or" that name 
mentioned in the account of the biitlc againft Siftra. Judges v. ir. 
It is, however, more refonabie to think, rhii the c>n fed crate kings 
advanced as far as the brook Kiihon, and to a pal's whirh led into the 
country, to hinder Joiliua from penetrating it, than to imagine they 
waited for him in the midft of their own coat! fry, leaving all Galilee 
at his mercy, and the whole track from the hros k Kilhoa to the la]>3 
Srincchon. See Well's Geography of the Clu TcliaDviit. 
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impregnable* That as it mud confcquciitly be a 
work of time to fubduc them, he thought it ad- 
priiKfryci yiJcable, in the fird place, that thofe tribes who 
p • of" came with them from the other fide of Jordan, and 
ti,. tf>o^ afiilled them with fuch fidelity in dedroying 

their enemies, fhould be difmilled, with fuitahic 
C T acknowledgements for their fervices. And, fe~ 
)hcV- condlv, that a proper perfon fhould be chofen out 
ff™ ,5 %£ tor every tribe, who fhould aft as commiflioners for 
(H* r * \" taking an exacft furvey of the captured laud, a pro- 
u ncr date of which fliould be laid before another 
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per 

allcmbly convened for the purpofc. 

Thcfe propofltions being uniyerfally approved of 
by the people, commiflioners (one out of each of 
the tribes, who were to partake of the divifion 
of the country) were accordingly chofen ; and a 
certain number of men, didinguiflicd for their fu- 
perior knowledge in furveying, were appointed to 
all tft them. As fome parts of the country were re- 
markable for their richnefs and fertility of the foil, 
while others were almod barren, they had inftruc- 
tions to take the admcafurement agreeable to the 
quality ; fo that though one part might be much 
niorccxtcnfive than another, yet the whole diyifions 
might be, on an average, of equal value, 

Thefe commiffioners, with their affidants, having 
executed the bufinefs on which they were fent, re- 
turned, at the expiration of feven months, to Shi- 
IoIk which was at that time the feat of the tabcrna- 
cle. On their arrival, Jofliua convened another 



The tribe 
ot joJah. 



Simeon . 



Cf 

aflcmbly* conlifting of Elcazar, the high-pried, to- 
gether with the elders, and the princes of the rc- 
fpct c tivc tribes. When the date of the admeafurc- 
mcnt was laid before them, Jofhua divided the 
whole country (<) between the nine tribes and the 
half tribe of Mcnaflcs, proportioning the (hares to 
the number of families in each tribe. The differ- 
ent allotments were as follow : 

To the tribe of Judah was affigned all the Up- 
per Jadea. extending, in length, to the city of Je- 
rufalem, and, in breadth, to the lake of Sodom, 
in which compafs were included the cities of Af- 
calon and Gaza. 

The tribe of Simeon had that part of Idumrea 
which borders on Egypt and Arabia. 



Benjamin. rp Q t i le tribe of Benjamin was allotted all that 

part of the country, which extends, in lenth, from 
tlic river Jordan to the fea, and, in breadth, from 
JcrnHilem to Bethel. This d I drift is exceeding 
fin. til in proportion to the reft ; but the quality 
makes amends for the quantity, more cfpecially as 
it contains the two cities of Jericho and Jcrufalein. 

Sphcai'n. The tribe of Ephraim had, for their lot, that part 

of the country which reaches, in length, from Jor- 
dan to Gadara, and, in breadth, from Bethel to the 
Great Plain. 

To the half tribe of Menafles was allotted that 
track of land which reaches, in length, from the 
river Jordan to the city of Dora, and^ in breadth, 
to the city of Bethfana, fince known by the name of 
Scythopolis. 

The tribe of Iffachar had, for their lot, all that 
part of the country which reaches, in length, from 
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the river Jordan to Mount Carmel, and, in breadth 
to Mount Itabyr. 

To the tribe of Zebulon was affigned all that 
track of land which borders on Mount Carmel and 
the fea, and ftands as far as the lake Gcnefareth. 

The tribe of Afler had, for their lot, all the 
country behind Mount Carmel, oppofite to Sidon ; 
in which didrift was included the city of Arie, 
otherwife called Aftipus. 

To the tribe of Naphthali was allotted the Up- 
per Galilee, and the eaftern parts of the country, 
including the city of Damaftus, Mount Libanus, 



(<i) The menfercs Jofliua taolc, on this occadon, were exactly confor- 
iJiaUlr to the orders which God had given To MofVs. Unto thefe Jhatl 
.//•-' lava fo divided for an inheritance according to the number of names* i 

To m'<y th*i firft eh-: tks we s:\:,vx! i and to few thru foalt give !} 



and the head of the river Jordan, which takes its 
rife from that lide of the mount belonging to the 
city of Arcc. 

The tribe of Dan had, for their own fhare, all Dam, 
the vallies lying to the wed between Azotus ana 
Doran,. together with the cities of Jamnia and 
Gittah, with the whole country from Aceron, where 



f Judah 



mences, 



Tinis did Jofliua divide, among the nine tribe? 
and a f half, . -the fix provinces of the Canaanites, 
which received their names from fo many of the 
fons of Canaan. The feyenth province (named 
Amorrhcea, from another of the fons of Canaan) 
was not at his difpofal, it having been long before 
granted by Mofes to the other half tribe of Me- 
nafles, and the two tribes of Reuben and Gad. 
Thofe parts of the country which belonged to the 
Sidonians, Arucrcans, Ainathaeans, and Aritha^ans, 
being, at the time the above divifion was made, un- 
inhabited, were totally excluded. 

Jofliua, being now for advanced in years, and 
fearful, from the natural infirmities of age, he 
fliould not be- able, much longer, to hold the 
reins of government, called together the heads of 
the different tribes, to whom he gave a drift charge, 
that they would be particul^fy diligent in ufing 
their utmod endeavours to dedroy the Canaanites', 
and not fufler any to refjde in the land tjiey pof^ 
felled, and which had been divided amongd them 
by lots. He told them that a dricl attention to this 
requed would be in conformity to the will of their 
late legiflator Mofes, and that it was fully confident 

both with their laws and religion. He like wife 
dri&ly charged them to cjeliver up to the Levites 
the remaining thirty-eight, out of the forty-eight, 
cities affigned them by Mofes ; they being already 
inpoiTelfion of the other ten, fituated in Amorrhaea, 
on the other fide the river Jordan. Three of thefe 
cities he affigned as places of refuge, being earnedly 
folicitous that nothing fhould be neglected which 
Mofes had ordained. The firfl: of thefe citips was 
Hebron, belonging to the tribe of Jiidah ; the fe- 
cond Shechem, belonging to the tribe of Ephraim ; 
and the third, Geden, in Upper Galilee, belonging 
to the tribe of Naphthali. Thefe regulations were 
received by the people with univerfal applaufc, they 
being very willing to pay a drift attention and re- 
verence to the ordinances of Mofes. 
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After Jofliua had laid thefe injunctions on the 
people, he proceeded to divide the plunder, which ; 0 <hnn di- 
had been taken from the Canaanites ? among hUjl^pN" 
foldiers. It confided of cattle and flocks innume- which wn$ 
rable, together with great quantities of money, !™ mc ;l^^ 
plate, furniture, and other articles ; fo that though thefof- 
the number of people was great, each perfon had a 
verv conliderable booty. 



booty. 

A few days after Joflnja had made thefe regula- 
tions, he aflemblcd together the auxiliaries (namely, 
the tribes of Reuben and Gad, with the half tribq 
of Menafles, confiding of 50,000 men) who had 
come with him from the other fide the river Tor 7 
dan, and had a Aided him with fidelity during the 
whole courfe of the war againd the Canaanites. 
When thefe people were aflembled together* Jofliua 
addrefled them in words to the following: efFeft ; 

c< Friends and Brethren, 
cC Seeing it hath pleafed God npt only to cda- £|ii: Ua 
" blifli us in this country, but to promife a P el T e ~^ s ^ ua t f^ 
cc tual pofle/fion of it to our podcrity ; and fince £o6pVirf 
u God has been likewife pleafed to accept your™^jj ue ?f 
u proffered fervice in afliding us to fubduc our cne- 1 



cc mics, it is but reafonable that y.oi), who have 
u lhared fo great a part in the dangers and diflicul- 
cc ties of tlie war, fliould now fliare a part alfo in 
u the comforts and bleflings of a common peace. 



the I-'ffer inheritance, Nctivith flan ding the land fiall be divided by let; 
according to lot ftall the pojfeficn thereof be divided b.tu'eu; many and 
f'jw. Sec Numb, xfcvi. r?, &c. 
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u To riils curl we think it but juflicc to difi. barge 
' c you from any farther attendance at prefect* not 
t'ouhting but, if occafion lliould require it, \ 
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'OU 

will readily contribute your aflillancc atiiny fu- 
ture period. For the ferviccs you have already 
done ns, accept our moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments ; and we hope that the fenfc of g,oqd of- 
fices gone and pall, may be improved into. a mu- 
tual and inviolable lea 2:11c of fricnd:l)i;j for the 



time to come, remembering that we dand in- 
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' 4 fo far, at lead, as an ineftimablc booty may be con- 
Ct iidcrcd as a recompence. Be afliiredyou will ever 
4t find in me a moft fin cere friend, being lulficicntly 
" fatisfied that you have paid a drict attention to 
the laft will of Mofes, and that you have done 

every thing in your power that was confident 
" with his ordinances. I now give you full liberty 
to depart to your refpecftive homes, and mod lin- 
cercly wifli you to enjoy the advantages you have 
received from our great liiccefs in war. Let no 
diftance of place, no interpoiitioii of rivers, fct 
limits to our friendlhip, or divide our affections 5 
4C for, however feperated, we arc all Hebrews dill. 
cc It was from one and the fame God that Abraham, 
tc and all our forefathers, received their being ; and 
<c it is that God we are all to worlhip, according to 
iC the ordinances, and inftitutions left us by Moles. 
u So long as we ftand firm to our religion, we may 
cc be allured of the favour and protection of that 
" God for our comfort : but fliould you deviate 
u from your religious principles, and embrace ido- 
" latry, depend upon it the God of your fathers 
ii will defert and forfake you." 

When Joflma had finifhed his fpeccli, he took a 
folemn and didinct leave, firft of the princes, and 
then of the people ; and they immediately departed 
for their own country. The other tribes accompa- 
nied them a coufidcrable way ; and when they 
parted, the latter tcftified their affection by tears 
and lamentation. 
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As foon as the diPoanded tribes arrived on the 
other fide the river Jordan, they crefted an altar 
near the place where they and their brethren mira- 
cnloullj' paficd over ; not for any religious ufc, but 
as a memorial to fuaceeding generations, that, 
though they were parted by the river, they were of 
the fame defcent and religion, and held an equal 
I'.vkxs be- right to the tabernacle at Shiloh, and to the worlhip 
trihes on" °f God performed there, as their brethren on the 

c *" mifinformcd, or mifapprehending the intent of this 

altar being erected, fell into a violent rage againft 
Tb sci eft- them, as apodatcs from the true religion ; and im- 

-^4c'ufcs nicdiatcly took up arms in vindication of the worfhip 
u ii -mv ?c and religion of their forefathers, and to avenge the 

caufe of God upon the heads and. chief authors of 
this defection. But, before they proceeded to thefe 
extremities, their rulers advifed them to fufpend 
rii:»:Ms& the execution of their wrath till they had fent a 
•Kd-Viie deputation, in order to know their reafon for build- 
nien ' Ten t ing lucli an altar. This being agreed to by the 

people, they made choice of Phineas, the ion of 
thediicon- Eleazar, with ten other perfons of eminent diltiiic- 
trii**. tion, to go oh the cmbafly. As foon as thefe com- 

miflioners arrived on the other fide the river Jor- 
Aa arti-m- dan, they convened an aflembly of the people, when 
-.4 pu ] llc;is a d(.] rc {f et [ them as follows : 



ini*»tc;oii. 
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V* We are very fenfiblc thattlic crime charged on 
tc you at pre fent is of too heinous a nature to be pu- 
cc nifhed by words only ; but we have not ralbly 
tC taken up arms to execute vengeance in propor- 
cc tion to the degree of iniquity committed* We 
hare conlidcred that you are in alliance with us, 
Cc and hope that, on ferious reflection, and a proper 
<c admonition from us, you will be made fenfiblc of 
vC your error, and brought to a proper fenfc of your 
4C duty. We defirc that you will frankly and ho- 



tc nedly in form us, upon what motives, and with 
cc what th:fign, you erected this altar. If it was 
u fiUiii motives confident with the religion of 



" Mofes, we arc: not angry with \ on ; bill if yoii 
' c are *»*one over to a falio worili'r.T, uc mud draw 



L< our I words* in defence of that religion you have fo 
iC facrilegiouflv violated. We molt finccrcly hope 
r; the latter is not the cafe : for wc c annot think it 



cc 

cc 



poflible that a people fo well accpiaintcd with the 
laws of Gods, our friends and aliie?, from whom 
wc have fo lately parted, can be (b uilenlihie and 
cc ungrateful, as to abandon the holy tabernacle. 
Ci tlie ark and the altar, and the worfhip of your 
u forefathers, to join with our enemies, the Cana- 
" anites, in the wordiip of falfe gods. Should this 
" unfortunately be the cafe, we intrcat you to re- 



u pent, and return to that reverence you owe to 
u the laws of God and your country, and you lh 3 11 

ain received: but if you obilinatclv pcrlilt 
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cc be again 

c< in your error, we mud compel you to obedience 
<c by force of arms. Do not imagine that, becaufe 
" you are feperated from us by a river, you are 
" therefore out of the reach of God's power ; for 
" you arc under his jurifdicftion wherever you exift. 
" If the temptations of the place in which you live 
" are too powerful for you to withdand- remove to 
a diftant country : for depend on it, if you con- 
tinue here, andperfevcrcin your error, dedruclioii 
u will be the confcqueucc Take advice in time, 
QC relinquish your ajjoltacy, and adore the true God, 
cc who will ever protect you, as he has hitherto done 
cc your forefathers. Conficlcr well what is now faid 
14 to you ; and do not put us to the ncceflity of com- 
c mencing a war that will be exceeding difagreea- 
' ble to us, and infallibly deftru drive to you. You 
have dill your choice left, cither to continue 
cc friends, by returning to your duty, or otherwife 
<c to become enemies; in the latter of which cafes 
cc no didinction will be made bctw ecu 11 poftate 

ct Ifraelites, and profelfcd Canaanites..' 9 

When Phineas had finiflied hisfpeech, one of the 
rulers of the aflembly, in the name of the whole 
multitude, addreffing himfelf to the deputies, re- 
turned the following anfvver : 

<c The accufation you have laid againft us is ill- T M^jjT 
cc founded. We have not made the lead: breach in u&whL 
u the alliance fo happily formed with our brethren 
" on the other fide Jordan ; nor have we been guilty 
u of any affediion or novelty in erecfting this af- 
tc tar. We know but one God, who is the God of 
cc all the Hebrews ; and but one altar, which is the 
cc brazen altar before the tabernacle. 



cc 



cc 



Withrcfpect 

to the altar in queftion, it was never intended for 
cc any religious ufe, but only as a memorial to pos- 
terity of our mutual friendfliip and alliance ; and 
a rather to keep us fteady in our anticnt religion, 
a than to be any ways indrumental to the violation 
cc of it. God is our witnefsthat this, and this only, 
" was the occalion of the altar being erected ; 
cc whence wc intrcat you to lay afide thofe (iifpicious 
6C you have entertained, and not impute to us what 
u . would render any part of the pofu rily of Abra- 
cc ham, who fhould be gnilty of fuch conduct, c:e- 
u fcrving of immediate death* 

This an fiver gave great fatisfaction to the depu- T u c dqa- 
tics, who immediately returned to Joflma, and an 



lars of all that had palfed. 



aflembly being called, related to them the 

Not only Joihua, but 

the princes of the tribes, and, in short, all the peo- 1 
pie, rejoiced at the refult of this cmbafly ; for which as arc 
they offered facrifices of thankfgiving to God* $£{S ? i< 
When this was done, Jofhua diliuilfed the people, ^^i}; 
and retired to Shechem. ^V.V^ 



No particular occurrence took place from, this : ,hJcW 
period till the death of Joflma, which happened 
about twenty years after. He was at this time far 
advanced in years, and finding his dilToIution near 
at hand, 3:e convened an aflembly of the leaders of 
the tribes, the ciders, ma^idrates, and as many of Jarfn* 
the common people as could be gathered together. ncra i -J- 
When the whole appeared before him, he haran sc^ed 
them 111 a pertinent diicourlc on tne great bendits 1^5 hft. 
and protection they hud received from the hand of 
Providence. He pointed out to them in what manner pe«>p^. f 
he had preferved them even in the midd of dai)2*cr> ; l oshtS ' 
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and that he had not only relieved them in all their 
wants and diftrelfes, but had raifed them from the 
moft abjert to the moft profperous fituation in life. 
For theie great and diftinguiihed benefits he ftricftly 
enjoined them to be always diligent and attentive 
to their religious duties ; ami, if they would wiihto 
preferve the favour of their great benefaftor, to 
five in the fear and love of him, and in the obfer- 
vance of his commandments. He told them, that 
as this would, in all probability, be the laft time lie 
fliould have the opportunity of addrelling himfelf 
to them, he hoped what he had faid would remain 
imprefled on their minds, and that in remembrance 
of him, and their great legiflator Mofes, they would 
conduct themfelves in fuch a manner, as to obtain 
happinefs in this world, and everlalting felicity in 

the next. 

When Jofhua had finifhed his addrefs, he difmif- 
fed the aliembly, a fhort time after which he paid 
the debt of nature* At the time of his death he was 
in the I Kth year of his age, 40 of which were fpent 
under the direction of Mofes, whom he fuccccdcd 
in the adminiftration, and in which office he con- 
tinued 2,6 years. 

He was a man who poflefled great prudence, and 
had a maimer of exprefling his thoughts that gave 
pleafure to all who heard him. He was brave and 
indefatigable in war ; and in times of peace he con- 
ducted himfelf in fuch a manner as to acquire the 
univerfal good-will and affe&ion of the people. 
His remains were depofited at Thamna, a city be- 
longing to the tribe of Ephraim. 

About the fame time that Jofhua died, Eleazar, 
the high-prieft, alfo paid the debt of nature, and 
was fucceeded in the prieft-hood by his fon Phi- 
neas. His remains were depo/ited in the city of 
Gabatha; 
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mrnment of the Ifraelites vefted in the tribe of 

Judah. Their fuccefs again(l the Canaanites Jeru- 
falem bejieged. The people become difobedient. The 
Benjamites ma/treat the wife of a Levitt. A civil war 
between them and the other tribes. The Benjamites 
defeated^ after which a peace is made^ and they are 
rcjiored to their former privileges. 

A FTER the death of^ Jofhua the people had a 
fx confutation with Phineas.. relative to the far- 
ther profecution of the war againft the Canaanites ; 
when it was refolved that it fhould be carried on 
with the greateft vigour, and that the chief com- 
mand and direction of it fhould be committed to 
the tribe of Judah, who fliould be aflifted by the 
tribe of Simeon. 

The Canaanites were at this time exceeding ftrong, 



and receiving intimation of the intentions of the 
Ifraelites, they gathered together a great army un- 
der the command of Adonibezec, and encamped 
themfelves near the city of Bezec. Their principal 
expectations of fuccefs were built on the lofs of 
Joihua ; but they foon found themfelves deceived ; 
for when the two tribes of Ifraelites attacked them, 
they fell on with fuch refolution, that the Canaanites 
immediately gave way, and upwards of 10^000 were 
killed on the fpot. Great numbers took to flight, 
but being clofe purfucd by the Ifraelites, few of 
themefcaped. Adonibezec, their leader, was taken 
prifoner, and being brought before the leaders of 
the two tribes, they ordered his thumbs and great 
toes to be cut off, in like manner as he had done to 
no lefs than feventy little kings or princes ; fo that 
the fimilitude of punilhment made the tyrant reflect 
on his own cruel difpofition, and acknowledge the 
juftice of God in what lie had brought upon him. 

The two united tribes, after the conquefl of Be- 
zec, purfued their route farther into the country, 
plundered the refpe&ive towns through which they 
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paffed, and put the inhabitants to the ftvord. They 
at length laid jiege to Jcrufalem, and foon made 
themlelvcs matters of the fubnrbs j but finding 
the city itfelftoo ftrongly fortihed both by nature 
and art, they gave up all thoughts of attempting 
to reduce it. 

From Jerufalem the Ifraelites proceeded to. He- 
bron, which they entered by affault, and after plun- 
dering the inhabitants; put them all to the fword. 
This place was given to the Levites, with a part of 
the land round it to the amount of aooo cubits. 
The other part which belonged to it was given to 
Caleb, who vvas one of the fpies employed by Mofes 
to make difcoveries in the land of Canaan/ A di- 
vidend was alfo given to the pofterity of Jcthro, 
Mo fes's father-in-law, becaufe they had left their 
native coiintry, and bore a part with the Hebrews 
in the war. 



After the reduction of Hebron the two tribes M ; nvoth : r 
marched in fearch of farther conqueih j and took tticc*- 
many cities, borli 011 the mountains and on the "• vnittf * 
plains, near the Jea. 1 hey had iome thoughts of tU'iiV^i- 
laying liege to the two cities of Gaza and Aicalon, ilc ** 
but as they were llvongly fortified, and the inhabi- 
tants had great numbers of chariots, they thought 
proper to relinquiJh the deiigu. 
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Having now amalfed coufidei\able wealth uv the: 
conquclts already made, the tw6 enterpriliug tribe* 
of Judah and Simeon refolved* for the prefeut, to 
lay alide all farther profecution of the war sixain it 
the Canaanites. They therefore broke up their 
camps, and retired to their relpective habitations. 

• . • ■ ... 

The tribe of Benjamin, to whpfe lot the city of 
Jerufalem fell, compounded witli the inhabitants* 
and fuffered them to live in peace, in coniideration 
of their paying an annual tribute for the indul- 
gence. The like meafurcs were alfo taken by fe- 
veralof the other tribes. 

w • * 

While the united tribes of Judah and Simeon 
were at war with the Canaanites* the tribe of Ephra- 
im undertook the conqueft of Bethel. They laid 
before the place a conliderable time without being 
able to make an attack, from the great Itrcngth of 
the walls and the different fortifications. But at 
length, they affected by treachery, what they could 
not obtain by force. Meeting with a narive of the 
town, who had been to getprovilions for his family, 
they feizedhim, and made an agreement with him, 
that if he would contrive to let them fecretly into 
the city, both he and alibis relations (bould be fc- 
cured from any danger. The man ftrieily fuliillcd 
the engagement, and the Ephraimites entering the 
city put all the inhabitants to the fword, except the treachery, 

man and his family, whofe lives they had promifed 
to preferve. 

The advantages obtained bv the different tr.bes, 
from their great fuccefs againft the C.maanltcs, 
threw them into a ftate of diJiipation, and,!:::;;, ad of 
prolecuting the war, as they hud been c*/r.it?ru)dcd, 
they indulged themfelves in luxury. Tor this ne- 
glect they were chaftifed by the Almighty, who gave 
them to undcrftand, that, for their difobedience, 
they fhouidbe perfecuted by the very people they 
had been commanded to extirpate. They were, 
at firft, greatly ftartled at this revelation ; but they 
had become fo depraved from the poifcflions they 
had already got, and even fo elated at the annual 
tributes paid by the Canaanites, rhat they filtered 
the enjoyment of the luxuries of Ijfi- to take the 
pre-eminence of their duty to their Maker. i;? 
fhort, the whole fyfteni of government v/uh over- 
turned, and both civil and religious autliority to- 

• * » * • 

tally annihilated. Daring this coiu-fe of difhpu- 
tion, a circumftance occurred of a verv angular 
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nature, and which occafioned the breaking out 



u. :'»•.* 

liV.i'a.V.'S. 



of a civil war 5 the particulars of which were as 
follows. 



In the tribe of Ephraim was a certain Levite 
I of mean extraction, who had married a woman of 
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belonging: t;> the tribe of 

^^^^^ 

H : i: »rv of jiirl^]] ( 7). The woman \va,> exceeding handfome. 
*^.t*ifc f and her h 11 (band paffionntely fond of her ; but, from 

f° !nr unknown caufe, (be flighted his affection, and, 
«r* * within four months after their marriage, left him, 



1 



and returned to her parents. The hulband no 
fooncr miflcd his wife than lie haded to her father, 
bv whom be was received with great tendernefs ; 
and the umbrage which the daughter had taken 
a^t'pxft her hufband, was adiufted to the fatisfacVmn 
all parties. After {laying five days, the man 



of 



and his wife departed for their own home, attended 
by one fervant, and taking with them an afs for 
the better convenience of the woman. When the 



af: 'jrdav-light w 



{ervant advifed then! not to proceed any further 
till the next morning, as it would be dangerous tra- 
velling in the night through an enemy's country ; 
and that, even among friends, thofe who travelled 

*e coniidered as fufpicious perfons. 
The man refufed to take this falutary advice from 
his iVrvnnt, and prolecuting his journey, it was fo 
late when they came to the city of Gibeah, be- 
longing to the tribe of Benjamin, that they could 
not: obtain a lodging or find any place to get 
refreshment. While they were in this dilemma, 
they met with an ancient man belonging to the tribe 
of Ephraim, who aiked them from whence they 
came, and what occalioncd them to be out at io 
unfeafonable an hour ? The man replied, He was 
a Levitc, that he belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, 
and that he v/as Qoing* home with his wife. As the 
old man belonged to the fame tribe, and was 
turally of an hofpitable difpofition, he took them 
with him to his houfe, and gave them every re- 
fredmient that laid in his power. It happened that 
in their way to the old man's houfe they had been 
obferved by fome young men belonging to the 
town, who, being captivated with theappearance of 
the woman, repaired to the houfe, knocked at the 
door, and demanded the woman to be delivered 
tip to them. Roth the old man and the hufband 
expostulated with them on the impropriety of their 
conduce ; but all the anfwer they received was, 
cc Deliver up the woman, and no farther trouble 
cc fhall enfuc." Finding that all remondrances were 
ineffectual, the old man, as the lad effort, offered 
to deliver up his own daughter inftead of the 
ftranger ; but this was of no avail, for they threat- 
ened, that if he did not immediately deliver up 
the very woman they requefted, death fhould be 
his portion. The old man, being impelled to give 
her up, they took her away to their own quarters, 
and after having, for the whole night* treated her 



witt: every drprce of indecency? thev difmified her. 
n ; t .:s 1 lit* , .vo:*v.::j immediately returned to the old man s 



housV. i-.;:;;:ed with fnch confufion, between fliamc 
Inc'dgr.ation, that, when (lie faw her hufband, 
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Th.c hufband preferved 

a (ion. 



*h *rv. r :Vi 
of ih-* 

tr^iV^^di-i h;:d not power to fpeak* but immediately fell 
the vi"j».i.in on t?e i»vouiid . and died. 
%<*x*lL great pre fence of mind on this alarming 
toV.-ufc When his farprifc had a little fuhfided* he placetl 
oa r t hc fail tne body of his dead wife on the afs> and, after 
grmtnJ, thanking the old man for the civility with which 

he had treated him, he departed. As loon as he ar- 
The Lcvitc^ved at Ins own houfe, l)e divided the body into 



hcjnonfncfii of th 

cr~ fired with 



his action among thcmfelves, they 
indignation, and the principals of 




their purpof: by the inl crpofition ofion e of the ciders, 
who told them, that it would be very indifcreet 10 
wage war with their allies, without £rft making 
a Itrict enquiry into the merits of the cafe. lie 
therefore propofed that proper perfons fltcwld be 
appointed to goto the principal; .people of Gibeah, 
and demand the criminals who had been guilty of 
fitch violence. If they readily delivered them up, 
they might puniih them at discretion ; but if they 
refufed he thought they had a right to do them- 



fclvcs judice by force of arms. 



This advice being cordially received by the pco-?fc!« 
pie, the mellengcrs appointed went to Gibeah, and 
demanded the perfons who had committed ib 



The 



flagrant a violence on the Levite's wife, 
habitants of Gibeah abfolutely refufed to give them^tf 
up, faying, they did not think it honourable to 0$ 
be directed by other people ; that they wanted "ei-^j 
ther courage, (kill, or; numbers ; .and that they were rika, 
determined to ftand by each other in the caufe of ^ 
a common defence. 



When the mefTcngers returned with the anfwer, T |, c 
the lfraelit.es were fo enraged, that they all took an 
oath not to intermarry with any of the tribe of ^ 
Benjamin ; and it was refolved that a war fhould be rott,i 
carried on againd them with the like vigour as had 
been done by their forefathers againft the Canaan- 
ites. In confequence of this the Ifraelites took the ama 
field with an army of + - >*?,oco men. The army ofjJj£ 
the Benjamites confided only of 015,600, among ni 
whom was 5 ° dingers, particularly didinguidied 
for their abilities as markfmcn. The two armies met 
near Gibeah, when a dreadful encounter imme- 
diately took place : the Ifraelites were routed with 
the lofs of aa.,000 on the fpot ; and the Daughter^ 
would have been much more confiderable, had notromd: 
night parted them. The next morning each party 
refumed the action with equal violence, when the "titc 
Ifraelites again proved unfuccefsful ; their lofs, on ^ 
the fpot, amounting to at lead 18,000 men. Thcfe^ 
txvodifaders fo intimidated them, that they broke c " 
up their camp, and retired to Bethel, a city near 
Gibeah, where they fpent the day in fading and 
prayer, befeeching the Almighty that he would 
interpofe in their behalf, and once more take them 
under his Divine protection. 



Having received afui ranee bv the mouth of Phi- 
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ItuSv i:i:o 
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neas (/) that their prayers were heard, and that 
their future attempts would be attended with fuc- 
cefs, they determined to make another attempt on 
the city of Gibeah. They accordingly divided their 
army into two bodies, one half of which was 
planted in ambufcade, near the city, late in the 

evening 9 and early the next morning the other part 
rivcii at m» own nouic, jic tuvuieci tne ooay into 11 marcht te ( , t o attack" the army of the Benjamites. On 
twelve parts, and tent one to each of the twelve the firft cha tbe lfrat ]f tes „. ave ' and rc . 
tribes, with a proper relation, hy the rcfpe<W bear- || trcatet , a con l if | cra i,l e tliftancc, which llep being 

confidered by the Bcnjamitesas a mark of timidity, 



hef n^to crs ' °f evc "0' Particular that had attended this cruel 

the twelve and unprecedented tranfaclion. 
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When the fevcral tribes had invedigated the 



not only the army, but the greater part of the 
habitants, clofcly followed them, not doubting 1 



111- 

)Ut 



(•') j ••" : Vj:»s tvrly djrrnffius Iiillory hr fore ihc beginning of ihc 
Ja !,":•;, «.r y. hen I Si rrc wis no kin^ in Ifniel, (Judges xix. 1.) is 
itronjly co-s firmed by the lir^c number of Benjamites, boihin the days 
01 Alb an*! J- h-»i"iphai ; 1 Chron. xiv. 8 ami xvn. 1 7. Commentators on 
herd writ Lctiiirsarc u< :uri!!y c.-f opinion, that thistranfjdion happen- 
vi\ hrt Avm t!tc Jcvh of jofj)i»a and the appointment of the tirfl Judge, 
S.iine ohfi rve, that the rcafon why Samut-1, or whoever was the author 
of the Hn:ik of J Mges, places it at tlte clofe of ir, is, becaufe he was 
nnwilh*n ; i; 10 »nr< rrup: rhe thread of his ftory hy inrermixin|r ihefe mat- 
ters wiili if, Wui refcrved tlum to be related apart hy thcmfe.'ves. 

{h) The Saws of n*»fp'talify \»cre, in amictu times, held exceeding 
ficrrd ; Wit men oj Giiu-ah, as the;; w» re grofsly abandoned in vice, 

f.> vxtre thty vvhyViy defective in ihii virtue, niHcrin^ ihcfc travellers 10 
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Is 



remain in the fireets, without any invirarmn ; whirh, rt length, they 
received from a poor man, who was him felf only a fojouri; ••• ai.iongft 
them. It mull be remembered that then, as well as at prefenf, there was 
no fuch things as Inns in theft countries ; fo that travellers nlujily took 
with them (Specially on long jo jrnies) nut only proviiions and othtr 
nectfiitries for 1 hem fe Ives, but like wife their beafts. 

(r) This was the fame Phineas who had fignalized his z^al for the 
glory of God on a former occafion. Had this war been alter the death 
of Snr.fon (as placed in the Bonk of JiiJges) PhinVas mutt have been up* 
wards of ;co years old ; hut, as we have before remarked, its ep^cha 
was certainly between the death of Jomua and the appointment ot :iic 
ihft Judge, 
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k ,.ev j'hould have equal fuccefs as before. When 
the army of the Ifraclites had got that of the Ben- 
jamites at fuch a diihmce from the city as to be 
within reach of thofe in ambufcade, they made a 
fudden itop , and fell on the front of the Benjamites 
with oreat impetuoiity, while the ambufcades, by 
a proper Jignal given, fell on thofe in the rear. The 
Benjamites were fo furprifed at this unexpected 
manueiivrc, that they were immediately thrown 
into confuiion. A (elect body of 600, who were 
diiiiuguiihed for their great courage and itrength, 
broke their way through the enemy's troops, and 
efcaped to a lofty mountain, while the reft iled with 
oreat precipitation to a deep valley, where, being 
clofclv fur rounded by the Ifraelitcs, they all pe- 
rKhecC the whole number amounting to 15,000 men- 
After this the Ifraelitcs burnt the city, and put all 
the inhabitants to the fword- They like wife dellroycd 
fcveral other cities belonging the Benjamites, and 
particularly wreaked their vengeance on the inha- 
bitants of J abes, a city of Gilead, for having re- 
fit fed to afiiftthem againft the Benjamites. They 
firft burnt the city to the ground, and then put 
every creature to the fword, except four hundred 
virsrms, whom they brought away with them. Such 
were the dreadful confequences that took place from 
the ridiculous obftinacy of the Benjamites, in not 
delivering up the people who had committed fo 
flagrant a violation on the pcrfon of the Lcvitc's 
v. i f e . 

When the Ifraclites began to reflect on the fevc- 
verity with which they had treated the Benjamites, 
and that the whole tribe were, in a manner, cut 
of!* from the main body, they repented of what they 
had done, and heartily wifhed for a reconciliation. 
To cfrcdt this they fent commifliojiers to invite 
back the fix hundred men that had fled to the 



mountains, where they found them on the rock call- 
TheUuei-edRhoa, or Rimmon. Thcfe commilfioners, af- 

an^recau' ter condoling with them on the misfortunes that 
theooofu-had befel them, not only in the lofs of their relati- 
famU« Bcn " ons and friends, but that of almoft the whole tribe, 
from the advifed them to return, and not fufter themfelves 
mo.aiains. ^ ^ totally extirpated by withdrawing from the 

fellowship. They likewise told them that all their 
lands, cattle, aiid every thing clfe that belonged to 
them, fhould be rcftored, and that they fliould be 
aced iii the fame fituation as before the rupture 

The Benjamites confeifed they had 
acted very wrong, and acknowledged the righteous 
judgment of God in what they had fuffcred. They 
thanked the commifTioncrs for their advice, accept- 
ed the hivitatioii, and immediately returned to their 
own tribe. 
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When the commiluoncrs informed the Ifraclites 
of the iffue of their embafly, they were greatly 
pleafed ; and, in order toreftore the tribe of Benja- 
min, they fent the four hundred virgins, brought 

es for that number 



from the city of Jabes, as 

out of the itx hundred. They then deliberated in 
what manner to provide for the remaining two 
hundred* the Ifraelites having bound themfelves 
by oath, before the war, not to intermarry with 
the tribe of Benjamin. It was the opinion of fome 
that the oath might be rendered void, from its hav- 
ing been taken in the heat of pa/lion; and that as 
it was to reftore an almoft loft tribe, it would not 
be difplcafing to the Almighty. This propofition 
was entirely objected to by the elders, who would 
not, upon any confideration whatever, liften to a 
matter that had in it the leaffc appearance of per- 



j jury 



We 



At length one of the fenators dated a pro- 
portion in words to the following eftcdt : " 
4,4 have (fays he) a public fcftival held three times 
u a year in Shiloh, at which it is cuftomary for 

Ou this 



u 



" our wives and daughters to be prefent. 
44 occafion let us permit the Benjamites to feize as 
many of the virgins as are wanted for the two 
cc hundred men. If the parents fhould appeal for 
juftice, they muft be told, it was their own 
faults in not taking* more care of their dau&'h- 
u tcrs ; anil that it would be indiicreet to force 
u them from the Benjamites, as diflcntions with 
4 c thofe people had already produced the moft dread- 
41 ful confequences. " 

This propofition was highly approved of by the 
people, in confequence of which the plan w as com- 
municated to the Benjamites. Accordingly, on the 
morning of the feftival, the two hundred men, who 
wanted wives, concealed themfelves in the molt 



Permit the 
200 iienja- 
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private places near the city, and, as the unfufpect- 
ing virgins paffedby, each feized his mate, and fled 
with her to his home- This, for fome time occafion- 
ed great confufion ; but when the ciders told the 
parents the impropriety of attempting to regain 
their daughters by force, they were appealed. 



The fix hundred Benjamites, being thus provid- 
ed with wives, applied themfelves diligently to 
their refpeftive callings, and by their indnftry and 
prudence, from the moil wretched and forlorn con- v - 
dition, thfe tribe foon became again conhderable, ru",^,^ 
both in number, wealth and power. Such was the ccr.^;i.:u\i. 
conclufion of this war. 



C H A P. III. 



The Danites perfecuted by the C&naanites The Ifra*!- 
itcs^ being totally addicted to luxury and di£ipat:cn^ 
incur the difpleafure and provoke the jii.fi vengeance 
of the Almighty, Are reduced to /Javery^ and kept 
in a Jiate of Jubjettion by Chufartk^ king of the slf~ 
Jyrians. 



army, 



npHE Ifraelites having for fome time laid nfide 
A martial difcipline, and inftead thereof, diretftcd 
their attention only to hulhandry, and other do- 
meftic occupations, the Canaaniteb took advantage 
of it, and entered into a confpiracv againft them. 
They accordingly raifed a confiderable 
built a great number of chariots, and trained up 
all the young people to martial difcipline. They 
were farther animated to profecute their inten- 
tions, by having brought over to them Afcaloti 
and Accaron, from the tribe of Judah, as alio 
the inhabitants of fcveral cities in the plains. 

The firft attack they made was on the tribe of 
Dan, whom they forced to leave their poflcfUons, 
and retire into the mountainous parts of the coun- 
try. The Danites were fo circumftanccd that they 
could not think of revenging themfelves by war, 
and, in their then fituation, there was not a fuflici- 
ency of land for them to fnbfift on in a ftate of 
peace. They therefore fent five people into the in- 
land part of the country, in order to find out a 
proper fpot where they might fix their relideuce. 
After travelling one day, thcfe commiflioners ar- 
rived at the wide and open country about Sidou, 
not far from mount Libanus (;/), and the fprings 
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(<?) Mourn Li ha mis fcparares Syria from Palcftine. It forms a kind 
of horfe-flioe in its length, beginning at three or four leagues diftance 
from the Mediterranean above Smyrna, and going from north to fomh 
towards Sidon, from thence bending from well to caft, from Sidon 
towards Damafcus; and at laft returning from the ;fonth, northward, 
from the flrei:>hrs of Damafcus as far as Laodicea Scabiofa. The weft- 
ern part of this chain of mountains is what we properly call Libanus. 
The other p::rc, which is oppofice to it caftward, and extends from fomh 
to north, is e.iMt t! by the Greeks, Auti-Lihanus. Between thcfe two 
mountains is a Ion* valley, cailcJ Ccelo-Svria, or HollowSyna ; in 



Tofima (xi. n) the valley of Lebanon. Motmt Libanus is about an 
hundred leagues in circumference, having Mcfoporamia to thr cafr, 
Armenia to the north, the Holy Land to the fouth, and the Mediterra- 
nean to the weft. It is compofed of four cnch»fures of mountains, whic : i 
rife one upon the other : the firft of which is very fertile in grain :t»ui 
fruir ; but the fecond is barren : the third, though higher than tins, 
enjoys almoft perpetual fpring; there the tree* ahvavs look «»rce:j, 
and the orchards are tilled with fruit ; but the fourth is fo high that it is 
almoft always covered with fr.ow, and confconciuly uninhabitable by 
rcafon of the exec Hi vc cold. 
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or tlit J,cfTer Jordan, finding it a rich, fruitful 
foil, ami in every re (peel formed for the intended 
purpolc, they returned, and gave a particular dc- 
fenptinn of it to their countrymen. In confe- 




their conqueror, v. ho erc^cd a h . « *c J-; ,vJ,o, 
and kept them in the i»cit aujccV" iu.ee L', vuijdi ex* 



eighteen year;-.. 



Jacob of that name, and from whom the whole 
tribe received their appellation 



life of debauchery and dilii- 



The [fraelites were at this time in a very deprav- 
ed Irate. They had given a loofe to all the vices 
A-.v.ii<!e. of the Canaanitcs $ had ncglecled every religious 
frc'/a-h'*' dutv, and purfucd a 

a-iong the pation. This conduct greatly difplcaled the Al- 
hr-titws. in jg| lt y^ who, as a punishment, took from them, 

fur a time, his Divine protection, and left them 
cxpofed to the power of their enemies. 

The firft flxokc they received was from Chufarth, 
kinjrofthe AiiVrians, who marched a&ainlt them 
with a coufiderable army. This monarch was fo 
powerful that he drove all before him. Great 
numbers of the Ifraclites fell by the fword j and 
many of their towns and cities were feized by the 
concjue: or. The captured Ifraclites were now fub- 
jecl to a moll tyrannical monarch, who oppreffed 
them by heavy taxes, and treated them with the 
molt contemptible indignities. 



I 



At the expiration oft:::*. li.nc iLt tl'szvlh ev were 
refcued from the Un:;:i:. of their c pprclfcrr rv the 
following Jinguhr occurrences, in Jericho i Vcd a 
young man named i: hud, the fbn of Gcroi; cf the 
tribe of Benjamin. He was of an ; nicrviizw'r d : «- 



I polition, remarkably !iua«!fcm? in his perlor^ and 
had great bodily iircngth. lie had not only iugru- •*»« j*, 
dated liimfclf into the "favour of tj.c kin 1 v :nak- 
ing him repeated prcfi.-nti, but had alfo* ma;\T. 
friends at court ; lb that lie had free acecf* atdif~ 
cretiou and this* gave him the o;h>:h-! unit y of 
cuting the project he had laid iorrdit ving dif- 
treiieti Ifraclites. Ucing one day to make's j;r*. lent 
to the king, lie went inVis ufuafd; r Is, atteudrdhv 
two fervants, taking with him a dagger, which he 
lecreted on his right fide, having 'the errat:} 1 : 
Itrengthin his left arm. On his arrival at the p.v 
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lace, he was admitted, asufuul, to the prefmrccf 
the king; and after complimenting him with the 
prefeut told him he had a'mattcr to relate to him, 
that demanded privacy. On this the king ordered 
his attendants to withdraw, and featingtiimfclf on 
his throne, waited for the expecred intelligence. 
Ehud told him he had a dream to impart to him 
by command of the Almighty, at the found of 
which the kino*, impatient to hear, mddenlv arc ft: 



7-h' Ijij::ii::-s aic delivered from their fuhjcci ion to the 

sijFyriifh by Othniel^ the Jon of Kertaz. 



jN T this deplorable Situation did the Ifraclites re- 
iain for eight years when they were delivered 



— ^5 7 1 fcv.*^—*^^^ juwti^iii^ ci^*-i^ 

from his feat, when Ehud drew the dagger from his 
fide, and plunged itiuto kb heart. luVids fitusaion 
he left the king, immediately quitted the palace, 
and hastened with aJl expedition to jerrdakm. The 
attendants of the palace fuppolh,g the king to have ^ ih]t 
compofed himfelf to lleep, did not presume to enter jenSfeL 
thcroomfora ccnfidcrable time after the departure 
of Ehud, till at length, fearing ibniethiug parti- 



cular was the occafion of not feeing or hearing him, 
they ventured to open the dcor of 3:1s apartm^ n. 




ju?jr:: Hi. pulfe tVoiu heaven to interpofe ii^ behalf of the 

wretched .Ifraclites. he communicated the matter to 



s toxne or his particular friends, whom he knew to 

- cms to , 1 , . ' . , , 

ptf«sci.c be men of courage and integrity, and who were 

t.!Z'ii? S rcal *y diiEuisfied with the ftate of public affairs. 

After conSderiug what meafures were molt proper 
r-it<w to take, it was at leng th refolved to make a fudden 

\ ^^^^ 

iaiow?. fi,attac ' i on the king's guards, and to put every man 
e< rrws:;:o to the fwcrd. This fcheme beinc- attended with 



i 



they immediately dHpatcneti proj: 
perfons to different parts of the country with horns 
(as was the cuftom on fuch occafions) to call 



ther the people. They accordingly a-feinMed in 
great bodies and proceeding v/ith tiie greatest ex- 
pedition to the palace, fell on the guards, all of 



#«■■«■* . . . 



fuccefs, it brought over great numbers to the in- 
tercit o'i Othniel, who, in a fliort time, marched 
rhcifrrcuat the head of them to give the Aflyrians battle. 
jusciiMc ry nG encounter was at firft doubtful, but the Ifrael- 

ites foon became conquerors : great numbers of 



tor 

v;r::ot. 



whom they killed on thefpot : tiic rcitof the armvj 
amounting to about men, msJc fori he riv'.r 

towards the countrj' of Moab ; hut the Uraclicei. 
having pre vioufly fe cured all the paifer, i:itcrv<'" :- 
ed their flight and the whole body were cvatn 
Tims was the Ifraclites extricated out of the hands 
of the Moabitcs ; and as Ehud the principal yi-yntMS' 

ftigator of their deliverance, they bellowed on him I r j?j¥« 

whicli lie enjoyed upwar<h; of 5 ^- u ^ 
: was a perP.?n of the mcft diiiin- 



the government, 
eighty years. He 



the ASyrians were fiain, and the reft faved them- 

felves by paffing the Euphrates. Thus, at the in- jj guiihed merit, andc*..*::duOted hmifclf in fuch a. mnu- 
itigation of the brave and intrepid Othniel, were 
the Ifraclites again reftored to their liberty ; in ac- 
knowledgment for which they prefented him with . J 4 t3 „ 7 .... ... 

the government; and in this fituation he conti- gar, the fori of Ana th, ho died 5 a the lirft year 

ted during the remainder of his life, which was a his government. 



j ncr, as to defervc what was uarverfr.l'y b*:i:/j\ved 
on him, namely, the <rood-wi!l ard aifj-ctio:: cf r!;e 
people he governed. !.!•: was <u receded Hy Sh'Mn- 



nue 



courfe of forty years. 



CHAP. V. 



C K A p. \:. 



J i-V.^:!;::s f«\jtft to the Mo<ihtics during the term 
cf •»•// j . Ji r^cw delivered by one Ekud z who 

i •:;* : :.';>: g<jv*i nizeM eighty years'. 



I 



The lira elites are ert-l.i wed ;>;:dcr di-fFvretn tyr? n **\» r f ;e 



T • • # / • * 



bor&k. 




N t'^. death of Othniel, the Ifraelites, being 
without a lender returned again to adiifolute 
wav of ji ving, ncitlier paying refpect to the laws of 
their country or their dutv to God. This confe- 



Thc 



r t tK nily ])ro;:i!c cd c on fu (ion in tlicir public affairs, 
;.;.e;. v/h ; .: li hci:ig taken notice of by Eglon king of the 
** s: -Mo d>iu :•, he m.iiv! % f*d ajraiui! theni with a confuicr- 



^ME Ifriitlitcs not in tht: ic:.f: unicuiU:!^ ^'icir 

or taking warning iVon* the caL::r/;:k'i ?.-r:.vn> 



i 



y 



it . • • 



S v. ••. \ iK.tiles took ]dace,in all which 

y „ M larded; ami their army being at 

i-i-.sir. Icngtii t..::>Hv fi*bil«"d, thev became tribiitai'v to. 



i lives, 

thev* had experienced, but Ifcill ccntlnuirg z:vt to 
wonnip God, or obey his laws, v> : re agrm? broug?:?, 

to fuhjcctiou by another mtmaxvii^ ::;::j:civ.. fi.li;::, 
kin'v of the Canaanites. Thhs !?r:iuc ori^jnailv 
came from the city of A*/.or, istuatod near t-^e h v ke 
Samachordtis. lie kept an an:.v cc.rXf:::,:; .".i 
^"c, o foot, ir^vjc hcrte, aiul ; V- - cii^riot-., tht; 
gran.d command of whicli was give*- to Sifvit ^ v. Jio 
wasiiext in dienirv to the kix-./r. Thly r ener;-.! fooa 



cortiS'w'i' 




Gide ox's Sacrt fice 



N 
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Vpt d/i ve///y fats //?<//'?/ //n ? 

/'///.{A:/ /■!/ W/Z/iam Duretf.V? itjOtism S/nvA. 
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U" 'Alt/iS 



ANTIOUI T I E S c ? t t: i ) E W & 



reduced the lfraelites, brought them to fubjeftion, | 
r:;ul made them pay tribute to his mailer. 



.x,t C for twenty years, when they began to rclicdt 
t hat their miferies were certainly inflicted on them 
by God, as a juft punilhment for their contempt of 
the laws of their forefathers. In this ftate of contri- 
,.........*<.? t)on they went to a famous prophetefs named 

i^A/ Deborah, (which, in the Hebrew tongue, iignifics 
' " :h " C "" a bee) , and implored her to intercede in their behalf, 

that God would be plcafed to forgive them their 
paft faults, and refcuc them out of the hands of 
their cruel per f editors. Deborah complied with 
their re que ft ; and the Almighty being plcafed to 
prom ile them a deliverance, he made choice of 
Barak of the tribe of Naphtali, to effect it. Ac- 
cordingly Deborah fent for Barak, (which, in the 
-*\-;:;t Hebrew language, fignifies lightning) , and ordered 
L^Vfci" hiiii immediately to raife an army of 10,000 men, 
\:f^:;Land march with all expedition againftthc Canaan- 
Barak, at firft, objected to take the command 
of fo fin all a number againft fo large a body as that 
of the enemy ; but Deborah informed him, that 
God had laid the number was fufiicient. Notwiths- 
tanding this, he ftillrefufed the command, unlefs 
fi;e woijid go with him and take a part; at which 
Deborah replied with indignation, " Would you 
l< give to a woman part of that honour, which God 
4< hath afligned for thee alone ? However, I will 



nuni. 



iL not rcfafc it. 



Ii:.:lr»r.ti 



The}' accordingly drew out their 
and pitched their tents on Mount Tabor; 
jiavaa.'i w hife Sifera, general of the Canaanites, by the 
fc=r C>I king's orders, marched to give them battle. When 

the two armies came within light of each other, the 
lfraelites were (truck with horror at the great mul- 
titude of the enemy, and >vere inclined to make 
;t precipitate retreat : but Deborah prevailed on 
The ifcici- them toll\;nd a battle, alluring them it was the caufe 
SInKci CV of God, and that he would aflift them in conquer- 
f^ c , rhe iug their enemies. The truth of this was foon 
ih^lh'a manifeftcd to thelfraclites ; for no fooner were the 

SnJ°ob- e t%vo armies engaged, than there fell a molt dread- 
tain .a com- fid (bower of rain and hail, attended with a violent 

piece vie- _. • 1 t_ i_i : rL, 11 " il. _ c ' ' ~ c _i_ _ V* . 



■i'hc Ca- 
r K.'.lly 



wind, which blowing fu|l in the faces pf the Ca- 
naanites, obliged them to fhut their eyes, fo that 
their bows and flings were rendered entirely ufelcfs : 
belides which their nerves were fq contracted by 
the cold, that they were not able to handle their 
arms. The lfraelites feeing the difadyantages under 
which the Canaanites laboured, fell on them with 
great inpetuolity ; and their whole army was bro- 
ken, difperfed, and cut to pieces. Great numbers 
fell by the fword ; many were trampled to death by 
the horles ; and the few that attempted to favc 
themfclves by flight, were made prifoners ; fothat 
this prodigious army \yas, in effect, totally deftroy- 
ed, When Sifera, the Canaanitilh general, faw the 
deftraction of his army, he leapt from his chariot, 



Jacl 



Sir*" - > n ->*M 



great ly fatigued, he alkedherfor fome refrefliment, 
which, having received, he laid himfelf on the 
grout; d, and foon fell fall: allccp. While he was in 
fiuivcuitc. this fituaticn, Jael took a large iron nail, and fud- 

dcnly driving it through his temple, faftcned him 
to the floor, juft at the time the Israelites arrived 
at her houfe in fearch of him. This fully com- 
pleted the victory ; after which Barak marched 
with his army to Azor, and laying liege to the 
, ,r,!: * place, flew the greater part of the inhabitants, toge- 




V J- 



('.) "?hz v:tvci\$ hre.phct and proj>hetef< 9 in the Old Teflancnt, foine- 
»*i r »vr. drums. p?rf.»ns endued with ijitcial, thcutrh not miraculous ^ifrs or 
t*i vet?, fa: riic bw'tt?'r under/landing and explaining the word of God; 
i tul cf ihh fore were the i'oni of the prep lifts, or inch ns were brought 
5 !• i.i f:hoj]s of ih*j prophets As, therefore, we read of no mira- 
ci Arm iiC\im\ that Dtborah did, (he was, perhaps, only a woman of 
it'vwix lidlPff*, prudence and hr rv.lcd^e of the Holy Scriptures, by 
v.hich i\n- v i 3 'Vsi^.dciiy qualified to judgribe people ; that is to detcrriinc 



a'-:c=5 and c^t.trovcritei fc;nong them accord'm^ :o the word ofGod. 

■ ' ' I 



CHAP. Vlf, 




The Ifraclitcs arc conquered by the Midianites^ in con* 
jMnolion with the Amalckitcs and ylrabians* and held 
in vajjalage. 

$ * 

N the death of Barak,* which happened abont Deaths of 

the fame time with that of Deborah, the Mi-^ 0 B r a tk. 
dianites, Amalekitcs, and Arabians, entered into MAmaicWtc? 
alliance againlt the lfraelites, and lb powerful were Renter" 
their.arms, that they conquered wherever they went into a 
deftroying the fruits of the ground, ani carrying !"iSfttiie 
with them every thing that was valuable. 'Tlic'y^^^ 
continued thefe Iioftilities with filch violence, that ?hcmtoab 
the wretched lfraelites were obliged to fly to the W u . tc fub : 
mountains for refuge, where they dug caverns, in JC "° n * 
which they hid themfclves, and the little property 
they could fave, from their mercilefs enemies. 
They remained jn this ftate feven yeafs, during 
which time their enemies permitted them to cul- 
tivate their land in the winter; but it was only to 
fcrvc their own purpofes, for they made thcmfelves 
matters of the greater part of the produce when it 
was fit for removal. The fmall quantity, therefore, Diftrcffcsof 
the lfraelites could obtain for thcmfelves, was fcarce the ifdeu 
fufficicnt to enable them to p'referye their cxiflcnce j y^ c fE^ 
betides which they were in the raoft extreme diftrefs, famine 
lb that finding themfclves likely toperifhfrom want, rcco^to 
they made their fupplications to God, in the raoft prayer «4 
fervent manner, deliring him that he would be t ?o|! 1C ^ : 
pleafed to deliver them from the wretched ftate 
into which they had fallen. 



CHAP. VIII, 

(flers the tribes to advance againfi the Mi» 
Receives an omen of fuccefs. Chafes a 
ftlecl few for the expedition. Obtains a complete 
viftory. Rules the people with integrity and juft ice ^ 
for forty years. ' 1 



cli unites. 



A vifioji 
appears to 
Gideon. ■' 



*t "T rHILE they were in this deplorable fjrtuatipjj ? 
VV as one Gideon, thefonof Joas, a leading man 
of the tribe of Manafleth, was thraftiins: a little corii 
at a wine prpfs, not daring to do it on the floor, for 
fear*^>f being difcovered by the eupmy, an angel 
appeared to him in the likenefs of a yoiirig man, 
who told him, cc He was a happy man and beloved 
cc of God/- To which Gideon anfwered, "It is 
<c no great fign of favour, tince I am obliged to ufe 
f c my vvine-prefsinftead of a thrcflnng floor The 
angel bade him be of good courage, and direct his 
attention to arms ? whereby him fclf and his country- 
men might be reftored to their liberty. u Alas ! 
(fays Gideon) it is impofliblc for me to under-: 
4t take fo great a thing : we have not a fufliciency of 
" men in our tribe to make luch an attempt ; nether 
cc am I a proper perfon to conduit fo important a 

c 5.ajefign?' The angel anfwered, that all his defi- 
ciences would be fupplied by the Almighty 5 and 

that if he would but take upon him the command 
of a body of men the Ifraeliteslhould obtain a com- 
plete victory oyer their enemies. 

Cideon^jjequefted of the angel that he would not 
depart tillhehadprepared a facrifice on the occafion j 
which-bping complied with, he made ready .a kid, 
with unjeayencd cakes, and having brought them 
before the&ngel, he ordered Gideon to lay them on judges y. r 
a rock. Trfis was immediately complied with, when 
the angehfOuching it with a ftaff, lire iflued out of 

the rock, and the whole was confumed ; after which 
the angel ^appeared. 



Gideon is 
allured 

that, tliro.* 
the Divine 
aid, he 
should be 
the delive- 
rer of his* 
country,* 



(b) Thefe Kenires, 'though ihey were profclytes, and worfliippfd 
the true God, according to tl'eMofaic ia\v,ycr, being ftran^crs !»y birth, 
and therefore having nori^ht or title to the land of Canaan, they he ld 
it belt policy, iiVlhcfe tnniblcfomc times, to obferve a neutrality, and main* 
tain peace as v/cll as they could, buth with the lfraelites and Canaanites, 
It was upon this footing, that there was peace between king Jab in and 
the family of Ilebcr, the Kenite ; and that rave confidence w Sifera )xi 
bis dillrefe, to fly to Hcber's tent for protection, 
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7* 
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S, 



Boon 



TV h-n Gideon had a little recovered himfelf from 



tT i** l\\ v \vAv.v. into which he was thrown from this Un- 



people, than by the Ifra elites ; for it being dark, 
and they of d liferent nations, they could not lin- 



gular occurrence, he related the particulars to ionic dcrltand each other, fo that every man took the 
of tile moft considerable of the Ifraeiitcs, who had perfon next htm for anciieiiiv. In fhurr the whol* 



let: j 



fjcli faith iu the revelation, thatiiicy immediately 
•n r.:i#c:l an army of io,ooo men, fully rcfolved to ha- 
zard a battle with the tyrannical Midianitcs. liut, 
before they took the field; the Divine agent again 
appeared to Gideon, and (poke to him to this effect: 
* v it. 13 too common for mankind to claim that me- 
* rit to thcmfelves which belongs to God alone j 
" and fucit is the dlfpofltion of the people yon have 
p ^.urT t; gathered together and arc about to lead againft 
icivia:ion, 5C the Midianitcs : but to fhewyou that victory is 

cc influenced from above, and not to be obtained by 
" the ftrength of man without Divine afliftance, 
tc take your army to the river Jordan in the heat of 
<c the day, and obferve the manner in which the 
tc foldicrs drink the water. Tliofe who take it up 
" with their hands, and lap it,y ou may depend on be- 
cc ing men of courage ; but fuch as lie down and 
" drink at leifurc, are not to be trufted." Gideon 



perfon nut him for an enemy. In fhort the whole 
was one fecne of confnfion, of which the Ifraeiitcs The m 



took proper advantages. A great number of the 
Alidianitcs were /lain on the fpot ; and the remainder l -"uh 



for the pre fen t laved thenifelvcs by flight. Th 
troops which Gideon had left behind, heai ing of his*" 1 *** 
fuccefs, immediately marched to all the difiicult S3f£ 
pafies, in order to cut oft" the retreat of the enemy, ^sta 
They came up with a great bod}' of them in aflat 
part of the country, when immediately furronnding 
them, they put every man to the fword, and, among T t 
them, two of their kings, named Oreb and Zeb. In thc,r£ f n 
the mean time Gideon marched with his three hun- ^ bsa 
dred men againft the remainder of the enemy, mfi 
amounting to about iq,ooo, who had fixed thcm- 
felves on a fpot at a confiderablc diftance, under the 
command of their proper officers. When Gideon 
came near them he was joined by the reft of his 
troops, and a general engagement entiled, in which 
the whole army of the Midianites were cut to pieces, 
and two of their princes, named Zcbin and Hezar- 
bon, taken prifoncrs. The number of the enemy 
killed in thefe encounters amounted to iao,ooc, in xhhl 



obeyed the Divine command and found only three 
hundred men that lapped the water from their hands 
which he immediately detached from the reft. With 
this fin all number God commanded him to march 

againlt the enemy, and to attack them in the night. II Thus did the Ifraelites gain a complete viftorv over j™\ 



He accordingly advanced to the head of his chofen 
men, and encampednear the river Jordan, refolving 
to pafs it the following day. But Gideon was ftill 
doubtful of fuccefs, and the more fo,from being com- 
manded to attack the enemy in the night.. However, 
thefe fears were re 



:d by the intcrpofitiou of the 
Almighty, who, the preceding evening, told Gi- 
deon to take with him one of his foldicrs, and go 
privately to the camp of the Midianites, from whom 
he ihonhi hear (b me thing that would animate and 
give him courage. In obedience to this injunction 
lie went, taking with him a fervant, named Phuran. 
They arrived at the camp unperccived, and ap- 
proaching one of the tents, heard a foldier relating 
A^rcamof the following dream to his comrades : t4 Mc 
oncof the thought (faid he) I fay a barley loaf (the coarfeft 
foldicrs, or all grains, and not fit for man to cat) come rol- 

and having palled through the 



their enemies ; belicles winch, they greatly enrich- "'via 
cdthemfelvcs with plunder, confuting of gold, fil- 
ver, rich fluffs, camels, affes, &c. 

Gideon, having executed the bufinefs on which 
he was lent by destroying the Midianites, returned 
to Ephraim, where he put to death the two captive twoup. 
Lines. The tribe to whicji he belonged i through 



m ' » — — ' — to — v — o ces i **»a 

envy of his great fuccefs, and glorious atchieve- andHw 
ments) appeared difplcafed w ith him for engaging 



portenJins lino- \ ino t \ lc C amp, z 

victory to - . " , t i * 

uidcini, i; king's tent, and thrc 



ft - ^..^ „„„ ....own it down, it afterwards en- 



«vcriu.ud tVredal! the other tents, and did the like." 



liy !itr»..Mi.l 



This 




and nioft abject of all the people inAfia. Gideon is 



us ; and, I am 
our tents im- 
plies, that we ihall be totally destroyed by the 
Ilraelites. 



now at the head of an army againft 
afraid, the barley loaf overthrowing 



in a public aft of hoftility without their approbation ; 
and their anger arofe to fuch a pitch, that they were 
juft on the point of making war with him. But ^jjjjjjjfl 
this was prevented by the prudence of Gideon, who Ephri^ 
told them it was not his war but God's, by whom iu > 
he was commanded to ad as he had done, and tha£ 

any merit to himfelf. 

This anfwer perfectly fatisfied the people, an4 
they joined with the relt in defiring Gideon, as he 
had redeemed his countrymen from flavery, that he 
would accept the government. Gideon, at firft, i 
begged to be excufed ; but finding the people de- 
termined, he at length complied, and ruled them 
forty years, during the whole of which time his 
conduct was fucli as merited univerfal appprobation . 
He lived to a very great age ; and, when he died, 
his remains were depofited at Ophrah, the place of 
his nativity. 



Guleos 
conrina^ 
governor 
till Ik dirt 
Judges ja 



When Gideon had heard this dream, and its in- 
f ?' Jc ,°" 1" .tcrpretation, he was infpired with new courage, and 
b'i'diciluVri'nincdiately returning to his people, and acquaint- 
or^h- 01 them with it, he ordered them to prepare them- 
drcim, f elves, with all expedition, to march againft the 

enemy. Accordingly, about the fourth watch (a) , 

^J^ ttX- -fiidcon ch-ew out his men, and divided them into 
client iii i three companies, of an hundred each. Every man 

IiMCkilig | lat ' :i l>"i'"i»g torch fecrcted in a long pitcher, and 
tUcencmy. in his right hand, a ram's horn, by way of trumpet. 

The enemies camp took up a large fpace of ground, 
having in it a great number of camels ; and the 
people were more dif perfed than ufual on account of 
their belonging to different nations. The Ifraeiitcs 



CHAP. IX. 



Abimelech obtains tie government wickedly, and rules 
tyrannically i and is at length Jlain in an extraordi- 
nary manner. The Ifraelites apofiatizhig again, are 
opprejjed and enflavcd by the Phili (lines and the slm- 
monitcs. Jephtha vefled with the government of Ifra el m 
Makes a peculiar vow. Defeats the Ammonites* Sup- 
preffes an injurreffion among the Ephraimitcs. His 
death. 



had received iultru&ions, that as foon as they came 
near the camp of the Midianites, on a fignal given, 
they ihould break their pitchers, difplay their 
torches, found their horns, and immediately begin 
the attack. Thefe orders they ftrhftly obeyed, when 
the Midianites were immediately thrown into the 
ntmolt consternation. A great flausrhtcr enfued : 



GIDEON, at the time of his death, had no lefs GiJeonle jf 
than feventy fons, all born in wedlock, be-betoodhic 
fides one by Drama, his concubine, named Abi- a 0 S^ 
melech. This laft, immediately after his father's 1 ' 
deceafe, made ufe of the mo ft horrid means to ob- 
tain the government. Kc went to the relations of 
his mother at Shechem. and told them that, as his 



father wasdead, it would certainlv be better for the 
but more were deftroycti by the hands of their own people to be governed by one perfon than feventy, 




and be gan a: t;n 3 lb thai \vc nuy fuppofc it was fooic time after this fmallnefs of his own army. 



that Gideon alarmed the Midianitifli camp; and the renfons why he 
chofe this part of the ni^ht to doit iu arc obvious, becaufc the trumpets 
would then frem to i'mmd louder, and the lights to fhinc brighter, and 

then by botii increafc the conflernation of the enemy, and conceal ths 
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liicni by. 
mean* ot 
his k::v- f 

by the 

of all his 
brethren, 

except 
Jctham. 



niear/mg h;s legitimate brothers. Tills was approv- 
ed of by hh relations, who furmfhing him with a 
ronfidcrablc fum of money, lie returned^ to his fa- 
tlvr^ houte, bringing with him a let of men, whom 
he knew to be infamous in difpofition, and willing 
toengng^ any enterprise, however inconliitcnt 
with laws, cither human or divine. 

The firft ftcp Abimclcch took, after returning 
to his father's houfe, was, to murder all his bro- 
thers, except Jotham, who happily favcdhimfclf by 
♦light ; and, notwithstanding the cruelty of the 
action, it anfwered the wiihes of Abimclcch, no 
one objecting to his taking upon himfclf the go- 
vernment. The people, however, had foon reafon 
to wifli they had not been fo pliant, for he ruled 
them with fuch tyranny, that they were little better 
fituated than when in the hands of their enemies. 
He followed no other law than that of his own 
will, and even profefled himfclf an enemy to com- 
mon jufticc. 

Some time after Abimelechhad thus ufurped the 



government, a day of folcmnity was kept at Shc- 
chem, on which occafion a prodigious conconric 
of people were ailcmbled* Before the feflival be- 
gan, Jotham, the brother of Abimclcch, who had 
till now concealed himfelf, appeared on the top of 
Gcrizim, which overlooks Shcchem, and caliiug 
aloud to the people, he addreilcd them in words 
to the following effect : 

iotium u There was a time, favs he, when the trees (a} 
thvwaitu * l had meetings together in order to regulate the 
Kiau^a U government of the vegetable part of the crea- 
lOTsrtssic 44 tion, and to appoint one to rule the whole. In a 
fc-k ^' C onnc*il held on this occafion, the major part of 

u the plants were for having the fig-tree to govern ; 
44 but the fig-tree declined the honour, being fuffi- 
44 ciently fatisfied with the cite em bore for jits 
4t fruit. On this the trees applied to the olive 
u and the vine, both of which likewife refufed, 
<c for the fame reafon as had been given by the 
cc fig-tree. At length they applied to the bramble, 
<c who faid, If you are" in earneft, I'll willingly 
cc take upon me the government ; but remember, 
" you muft reft quietly under my fhadow. If you 
u prove refraftory, there /hall come a fire out of 
ic me that fliall deftroy you. This, faid Jotham, 
<c is not a talc to divert yon, b^t to make you re- 
<c licet on your abfurd conduft, in violating vour 
" facred obligations to Gideon, by differing Abi- 
<c melech, the murderer of the children of your de- 
tc liverer, to ufurp and tyrannize over you. This 
u Abimelech is the very fire I have told you in the 
" fable (*)." 



After Jotham had thus delivered himfelf to the 
people, he retired, and fled to the mountains, 
where he concealed himfclf till the death of his 
cruel brother Abimelech. 



>'i:l&racci 



act 



The fpeech made by Jotham opened the eyes of 
L-;IcJ the Sheehemites, who not only dethroned Abime- 
sciKrn 01 ' CC ^? bat forced him out of the city ; upon which 
Abimelech, and thofe who accompanied him, vow- 
ed revenge on the inhabitants. 

It happened at this time to be the feafon for ga- 
thering in the grapes ; but the people had fiich ter- 
rible appreheniions of the cruelty of Abimelech, 
that they durffc not go into the fields to reap their 
vintage. In this diftrefled iituation they applied to 



{a) The Greeks pretend to have been the inventors of the ufe of 
fables ; but there is nothing wore abfurd than their vanity in this 
rclpccl. A long time before /Efop, and every other author known to 
their nation, the Orientals, and particularly the Hebrews, made ufc of 
this ingenious manner 5 for the doing of which two reafon s may be af- 
figncd. r. Bee a ufc men would fufler themfclves to be reprehended 
under this guife, when they would not digclt plain words. And idly, 
"ecaufe they heard them with delight and pleafure, and remembered 
them better than any grave or common difcourfe. 

{b) The words of this fable carry a lively image of Abimelech's 
oft emotions fpirit, and menaces to take fevere vengeance on the nobles of 
Sheehem, who bad been chictiy inftruraental in his promotion, in cafe 
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one Gaal, (a prince of the country, who had lately 
come to Shcchem with a band of armed men), to 
protect them, who readily complying with their 
rcqucft, they ftrengthened Jiis force by adding to 
them a troop of their own foldiers. Thus fecured, 
they reaped their fruits, and carried them home in 
fafety ; and when elated with liquor, they took the 
freedom of afperfing the characters of Abimelech 
and his relations. They placed abufcades in di% 
fcrent parts round the city, and taking many of the 
guards belonging to Abimclcch, put them all to 

the fword.. 

While matters were in tliis Iituation, one Zcbul, 
a principal man among the Shcchemites, and a 
great friend to Abimelech, fen t him the particulars 
of Gaul's conduct, and the difpofition of the peo- 
pie. He advifed Abimelech to plant foldiers 
in ambufh near the city ; and told him, that he 
would perfuade Gaal, to come out and engage him, 
whereby hcwouldhave the opportunity of getting 
his enemy into his own power ; and that he did not 
doubt but he fhould foon be able torcinliatc him in 
his regal dignity. 



In confequence of ihis information, Abimelech, 
after the day was clofed, placed a number of men 
in different parts at fome diftance from the city. 
Gaal and Zcbul *werc parading the fuburbs durius** 
the night as udial ; but when the morning opened, 
and Gaal faw men in armour approaching, he 
called aloud to Zcbul, telling him, that an army 
in battle array was marching towards the ci t y . ,/cD " 1 * ,c * 
Zcbul faid he was mi! taken, for that what he law shecfic- 
was nothing more than the fhadow of the moun- raites ' 
tains. But Gaal, on their nearer approach, infill- 
ed they were 110 fhadows, but*a real company of 
armed men. To which Zcbul anfwered, " Didft 
" thou not fay that Abimelech was a flothful and 
<c cowardly prince ? Now fliew thyfelf what a man 
u thou art in engaging with him." Gaal accord- 
ingly marched againft the enemy, and received the 
firft fliock ; but finding himfclf too weak, and 
having loll fevcral of his men, he retreated, and 
fled into the city. 



Zebul took advantage of this, by prejudicing i U mniates 
the minds of the people againft Gaal, whom he re- % 
prcfented as a coward ; and, in confequence of Ze- caufathe 
bul's influence, Gaal was expelled the city. 



people to 
drive him 
out of 

In the mean time Abimelech, being informed by shcchcm « 
Zebul, that the citizens intended to profecute t]ic 
gathering of the vintage, placed fcveralambufcades 
near the city in order to furprife them. Accord- 
ingly, on their firft coming out, he detached a 
third part of his army to take poilefKon of the 
gates of the city , and by that means to cut olf the 
retreat of thofe who had left it. When the ambuf- 
cadcrs thought it a proper time they made their ap- 
pearance, which fo terrified the defcncclefs Shcche- 
mites, that they attempted to lave themfclves by 
flight, but being clofely purfued, tlie greater part 
fell by the fword. In the mean time the reft of 
Abhuclech's army laid flege to the city, wliich they 
took on the firft afiault, the inhabitants immedi- 
ately confulting their own fafety by flight, though, 
in the attempt, many were (lain. After Abimelech 
had thus routed the Shechemitcs, and made him- AMmdech 
f elf mailer of the city, he ordered it to be levelled city, nod 
with tlic ground ; and, as thelaft infiilt of triumph, ^Vni^ 
had fait (c) fowu on thofe parts where the walls rants with 
had flood. & J 



they flinnld defert h;m. The whole intent and meaning of it was to 
convince the Shechemitcs of their folly in dialing a nun tor their king, 
who was no more able to protect them, than a bramble was to cover other 
trees that mould re fort to it under the fhadow of its branches. 

(c) The ftrcwing of fait was an old cuftom ufed on thofe cities 
whofe inhabitants had been guilty of treachery. Not that the fire w • 
ing of fait could be fuppofrd to have been done to dry up or render the 
foil barren, there being nooccafion for that in an inhabited town, but 
to fliew the deteflation in wliich the inhabitants were held for their 
conduct ; and that the place, on that account, fhould never after be re- 
built, but remain unpeopled and defolate. 
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Tr. ■ v.vctv he Si Pjiccl'vniJtv*;, v. ho had eicapcd tiic 
r io;«r or /.imm/lecli by dight, gathered themfclves 
in r o a body, unci finding a place cm a rock which was 
rendered i':rong by natnrc, they formed thcrefolu- 
rion of fixing themfcive*: on this fpol, as a place of 
refuge ; and, to iucreafc its natural ftrcngth, they 
i'v;rt:.icd it in the he-It maimer tliey eould. Jntima- 
tl^t or this bemir its veil to Abimelech, he marched 
•gunli them with his ::r:nv, and getting within the 
. « VA vro^ViilL he ordered his men to raifc apiie of wood and 

ffip-?rots round die buildings, which was no fooncr 
j..'.-.;v.-i f!o*je 7 than nrc was immediately let to it, and every 
: ' foul peri--;;d in the flames. Such was the fate of 

■» Jk* v/r etched Shcchcmiie.s, v. ho fuifcrcd anlamcnt- 
:d, for their ungrateful treatment of the poflcrity 
of Gideon. Jt was a Id Von to the Ifraelites to he- 
ware of fallhur into the fame hands* left thev Ihould 
ihare -he kimc late. 

A him* lech,notyetfatiat:cd withrevenge,marched 
with his army again ft Thebes, and took the outer 
town by afiault. The garrifou retreated into a 

:lrui:g cillK: ; and Abinu -lech, pushing the attack 
\vr» to the very spates, rcfolvcd cither to take the 
citv, ordriiroy it by lire. l>at his cruel intentions 
were h:i;>;/»!v ♦Vnfirateu by means of a woman, who, 
while ir: was ilandliiir near the wall orivinsr dire&i- 
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Oiis to his men-, threw down a large piece of a mill- 
Horn: (i*), which falling on Abimelech's head, llruck 
him to the "Toumlt Vv'hcn lie came a little to him- 
feif, and found the wound was mortal, he called for 
lii - armour-bearer, whom he dclircd immediately to 
difpateh him, that it might not be (aid he fell by the 
hntub of a woman . The officer performed his com- 
mands; ant! thus was Abimelech puniflicd for his 
cruelly to his brethren, and his inhumanity to the 
^hrchemiles, When the foldiers found theirleader 
w.-js no nior-', thev difperfed, every man retiring to 

his own haiiitation. 

M*tei* the death of Abimelech, and the re-efta- 
blidmient of the Siieehemitcs, one Tolah, the fon 
of ^aah, an eminent man of the tribe of IfTachar, 
was appointed leader of the people, in which office 
lie continued for twenty-three years. He dwelt, 
chimin; the whole time of his government, on mount 
KphiMim, near the centre of the country, that the 
people might, with the greater convenience, refort 
lo liim for judgment (^). 

Oj: the death of Tolah the government fell into 
•.•..nir.ffst the hands of cue Jair, a Clileaditc, of the tribe of 
, .; 5 *. l :'V f ' Manalleh. !te was a man not only happy in his 

He 
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worldly acqtuhtiotii-, but alfo in ]jis family. 
\\ id no lefs than thirty Ions, all of whom were 



e men 



of courage, and wirh tiieir father, univerfally 
cfteemvd by the people. Jairhcld the government 
twentv-Lw <j vear:;, when he died at an advanced 
agv, and was buried Camon, a city of Gilead. 

During the life of Jair, the liraclites payed a 
proper attention both to tlic civil and eccleliaAical 
v.. . f l ;l ws of their eonntrv ; but after liis death they dc- 
mto'v cJ generated \n th.vir manners, giving thcmlelvcs up 
v - s " ,, *«- to ev-erv kind of vice, and dilreuardintr every re- 
r. hgu»us duty. 
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The Ammonites and Phi]iftines,underftandingthe 
Minei in which the Ifraelites lived, determined to 
take advantage of their negligence. They accord- 
\wy\y railed a powerful armv, with whicli they 
v:. .rchrd into their country, laving every tiling 

wheiw.-r they came ; and, not fatiulicd with 
>:t l'll / reiblved to profecute their ravages, till 



inter ?»Iofes. T];ey therefore offere*! up prayers and 
iUcrnicco to God, befceching him to inter pole in 
their behalf and to remove iroiii them their pre- 
fent troubles. Their prayers were not offered hi 
vain, the almighty being jdeafed t«j promife them 
liis J>iviue alliitancc. 

The Ammonites having entered the country of 
Gilead with a large army, the inhabitants took up 
arms in order to oppofc them ; but they were at a 
lofshow to act for want of a leader. At kngth they 
bethought themfelves of one Jephrh.i, a iuuii ot lin- 
gular courage and cbjiduc.t, who redded at a place 
called Tob, and maintained an army under him at l^ 1 " 
his own cxpence. To tins pcrfon the Gileadites font j'^i 
meflengers, with a promife, that if he ihould afiiftj^]^ 
them againft the Ammonites, they would confer the 
government on him during his life. Jephtha-t at ^d^- 
Mrlt, refufed to comply with their requed ; but the "wata. 
Gilcadites continuing to prefs him with repeated 
importunities, he at length complied ; but not be- 
fore he had made them take oaths of fidclitv to him S 



as their general. 

This matter being adjusted, Jephtha joined his 
army with that of the Gilcadites, ajul, after giving 
fomc neeeilary orders, marched with the whole body 
to Mifpeh. From hence he fent ambafladors to the croiw% 3 
king of the Ammonites, to demand the reafon of his ^eWngrf 
invading the country of the Gilcadites. His an-^^ 
fwer was, that the land was his ; that the Ifraelites, ° a " f ^ e 
in their palfage from Egypt, had taken it from his SshoSR 
anccftors, and that iie was now determined to reco- r - f, « 



vcr it. Inconfequenceof this Jephtha fent other anv- 
baflhdors to tell the king of Amnion, that, if either 



conqucft or prefcription conferred a title, they had 
a juft right to the country they polfeifed, lincethey 
took it not from them, but the Ammonites ; that 
they had quietly enjoyed it upwards of three hun- 
dred years ; and that they were determined to op- 
pofe any monarch, however powerful, that (hould 
attempt to infringe on their property- 

This peremptory declaration put an end to their 
treaty ; and immediate preparations were made on 
both fides to determine the conteft by the fword. 
But before Jephtha took the field, he prayed to 
God, in the moll fervent manner, to grant him fuc- 
cels ; and made a folemn vow, that, if he proved 
victorious, he would offer up to him, in facrifice, ewiwi 
the firft living creature he (hould meet on his re- BatyT! * 
turn to his family. 

With this refolution Jephtha attacked the enemy, 
f and, in a lliort time, obtained.a complete victory ; 
great numbers being llain and the reft put to flight. 
He pur filed and killed the fugitives as far as the n . 
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Jephtha totally 

the Ifraelites from a Hate of flu very, under which 
they had laboured upwards of eighteen year j. 

The war being over, Jephtha returned to hh fa- 
mily, when, lo ! inltead oi receiving that 1 Vi t*u:t"ac- 
tion he cxpedlcd after fo long an abience, acircum- 
ftance occured that pierced him to the heart. On 
approaching his houfe the firft object thacprefented 



itfelf, was his only daughter, who wai rivir.i; - ith 
eager jov to receive and bid him welcome. 



v\ hen 



ip [[ Jcphl ha law his daughter, his foul almolt funk vvilh- 
in him, and, for feme time, he was unable to fpe k 
Having a little recovered himfelf, he looked at her 



■ • 



ch::yiiiou!d make a thorough conquclt of the conn- %vhh * m trickUng from his cheeks } and^ after 
truM un f/otniute*s uienver Jordan. II ki„„_: t^„t?—u-?~ai-t„„r„»t\ : : 



r y\\Q itraeiilci began no w to rciiect on their pad 
»*o-id uet, and lo coufidcr that the dillreiTed fitua- 
tio.i in w hicii thev were again iuvi % !\ etU arofe from J 
y.-vA-: iliiu.'.'cdieiice to the laws of their Vreat Icrif- alarmed at this melancholy intelligence ; but, with 
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blamino- her for her oflicioulhels in coniiiiv to meet 
him, told her the vow he had made, bv whivn 2i?: 
had obliged him i elf to offer her Co God as a ihcri- 
lice. The innocent devotee did not appear the leaifc 
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or cat coolncf*, replied that, if the lofs of her life 
would fecurc his honour, and the liberty of her 
country, flic would willingly part with it. She only 
reuuclled he would indulge her with two months, 
that flic might have an opportunity of taking a pro- 
per farewell of all her acquaintance ; and that, af- 
ter that time was expired he might fulfil his vow. 
Her father granted her rcqucft ; and, at the expira- 
tion of the two months, flic was made a facrificc, 
which was the confequcncc of the rafh vow made by 
Jephtha, the fulfilment of which was neither con- 
formable either to law or jufticc. 

The fuccefs of Jephtha againft the Ammonites 
crave great umbrage to the Ephraimitcs, who told 
him he had engaged in the late expedition, without 
confulting them from ambitious motives, and that 
Theruhra-he might rcferve not only the booty, but the glory 
,n.irc<cft:cr 0 f a <£tion to himfelf. Jephtha told them," they 

mr^auift were not infenfible of the oppreflion under which 
Sfnb- t ^ c ^ r allies laboured ; and that they had been ap- 
doUthcm plied to for their afliftancc, but rcfufed to give it. 

iofs h >l n«r That they had afted with great injuitice, and that 

if they did not content themfelves and be quiet, he 



f 



; aug.x;i. wou jj compel them to it by force. 

Jephtha finding the Ephraimitespaid no attention 
to hisremonitrance, but, on the contrary, had raifed 
an army to oppofe him, he immediately marched 
againit them, when a dreadful battle en fixed, in 
which the Ephraimitcs were totally defeated, and 
aa,?oo were killed on the fpot. 

Tsr.!::h.iU:si Having thus reduced the refractory Ephraimites, 
'rcutnT Jephtha returned to Tob, where be died* and was 
c.tyotGi- burled at Sebeth, in Gilead, the place of his nati- 
lcad ' vitv. 



Ahfcn fur- 
i«'.U him 
ir. the 



After the death of Jephtha, the government was 
veiled in the hands of Abfan, a citizen of Bethle- 
hem, and of the tribe of Judah. He ruled only fe- 
ven years, when he died at an advanced age, and 
was buried at Bethlehem. 

Abfan was fucceeded by Elon, of the tribe of 
Zebulon, who governed ten years, during which 
time nothing material occurred* 

Elon was fucceeded by Abdon, the fon of Keliel, 
c? the tribe of Ephraim. He was universally be- 
loved by the people, and died at a very advanced 
arre, leaving behind him a numerous pro?jenv . He 
was buried with great funeral pomp in the ciry of 
Pharathon, the place of his nativity. 



CHAP. 

The births life^ exploits and death of Sanfir. 



jnJg. A FTEll the death of Abdon, the Israelites, not 
brewfar*- having a proper leader, were greatly pcrfecu- 
cr.:i.imi by ted by the Philiftines who fubdued them in mo ft 

tinMforty P arts °^ t ^ lc country, and kept them in a very fer- 
jears. vile ftatc upwards of forty years, when they were 

happily relieved by the following means. 



There was a certain man, named Manoah, of the 
family of the Danites, who, without exception, was 
cftccmed the belt and principal perfon of his tribe. 
He had a mod beautiful woman to his wife, and was 
exceeding fond of her ; but his happmcfi was greatly 
curtailed by her not bearing children. In confe- 
quence of his uneafinefs on this account, he fre- 
quently walked with his wife to a retired fpot near 
thefuburbsof the city, when he offered up fupplica- 
tionsto God, that he" would grant him a lawful heir 
to fuccccd him . On one of the days Manoah went 
on this errand, he left his wife for afhort time alone, 
when an angel appeared to her ia-the likenefs of a 
tall, hand fo me man, telling her, " He brought 
her glad tidings ; for that by the favour of God, 
die Ihould bring forth a fon, who jfhould prove re- 
markable for his ftrength, and humble the pride of 
the Philiftines ; charging her not to cut his hair, 
norfnffer him to tafte any drink ftrongcr than water ; 
for fo God had enjoined." 
a s gel d i fa p p e ar e d . 
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When Manoah returned to his wife, flic related 
to him the particulars of all that had palled, and dc- 
fcribed the perfon of the meUengcr with fuchan ap- 
parent (ecrct fatisfu&ion, that Manoah was touched 
with jcaloufy, and intimated his lufpicions, that an 
illegal intcrcourfc had taken place between them. 
The woman, feeing the uncafinefs of her hufband, i™^* 1 " 
and defirous of removing his fufpicions, fell on her thcruby. 
knees and carncftly prayed to God, ;c That he would 
again vouchfafe to lend his angel, that her hufband 
might alfo behold him." 



She re- 
count* the 
promitcs so 
her huf- 
band. who 



and granted 
her alone : 



Her prayers were heard 
; the angel appeared a fecond time to 
whereupon Ihe prevailed on him to ftay 
till flic fliould fetch her hufband. Whcu Manoah 
came, he aikedthc angel to repeat whathc had be- 
fore faid to his wife in private. The angel replied, 
" It was fufficient that his wife had been made ac- 
quainted with the things he had told her." Ma- 
noah then afked the angel to tell him who he was, 
that he and his wife might make fomc return for 
the news he had brought them when the child Ihould 
be born. The angel replied, " He did not Jtand 
in need of any reward, nor was it from any lucra- 
tive motive he had brought him the intelligence." 
Manoah then entreated the angel to ftay and take 
fomc refrefhment, which he at firft refufed, but at 
length agreed to. Manoah then flew a kid, and or- 
dered his wife to drefs it with all expedition . When 
it was ready, the angel, told the woman to put the 
flefh, together with the bread, on a rock . This be- 
ing done, the angel touched the meat with a rod he 
had in his hand, when immediately a flame of fire 
burft from the rock, and confumcd both meat anil 
bread ; and the angel in the fight of Manoah and 
his wife, afeended in the fmoal 
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gel. 



The angel 
vanishes. 



When Manoah beheld this, he was (truck with 
fear, thinking it portended fume great evil to come : 
but his wife endeavoured to remove his apprchen- 
fions, by faying, c * If God had been difpleafed with 
them, he would neither have accepted their facri- 
ficc, nor imparted to them the knowledge of fuch 
good tidings 



A fliort time after this the woman became preg- 
nant ; and when the child was bora, it proved to be 



I a fon, whom they named Samfou, which (ignifies Hirt]lof 
robuftj or Jtrong. £Thc woman ftrictly obferved the Sarafan, 
orders (he had received from the angel ; and as the 
child grew up he difcovcred the moir manifeft figns 
of his becoming what had been foretold previous to 
his birth. 

WhcnSamfon was arrived to the age of maturity, 
he fell in love with the daughter of a Phiiiftine, 
who lived at Timnath ; and though his parents did 
not approve of the match, becaufe (he was fprung 
from an idolatrous family, yet fuch was their af- 
fection for their fon, that they indulged his paffion, 
and went with him to Timnath to treat about the 

marriage. As they were on their journey 3 andSam- 
fon was draggling a fm all di (tan ce from the com- 
pany, all on a fudden lie difcovered a young lion 
running towards him with open mouth Samfon He gvrcs 
was not in the lead intimidated at this fight : and, p^Jf„f 
when the lion approached, he feized him by the hisextm- 
throat, and ltrangled mm witn as much eale as ir ft rtn pii" Uy 
he had been a kid ; after which he threw the kody^« di "ji* 
into a thicket. A fliort time after, as he 'was bis hands, 
travelling on the very fame road, he went out of 
his way to look at the carcafc of the Hon ; M-hen» 
to his great fat-prize, he found a (warm of bees^TI'IV* 
working m the brealt of the bcalt. lie toojc out becsinthe 
three of the honey combs, which he prefentcd to ^c'uon! 
his bride ; but did not tell her in what manner he 
had obtained it. 

The nuptials being now to be folcmnizcd, (the 
ceremony and entertainments of which lafted feven 
days), the relations of the bride brought with the in 
thirty of the ft out eft and handfomclj: young men 
they could fclcct, not out of compliment and re- 
(peefc to Samfon, as they pretended,* but as a guard 
over him, left from Jiis great ftrength, he fiiould, 
when in his cups, do feme particular mifchief. In 
the courfe of the firft day, when 
verfallv appeared among the company* 
addreded himfelf to the thirty young men, telling 
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them lie had v. (.;) riddle to profound tothem, and j 
Vu ' *;"; •'* if lijry would explain it bcrorc the expiration of 
!,.. \. -u.'.XiW feven dn\K, lie would <i*ive to each man a liiirt 
" ; ! '._an?.l a coat. The Plnlilthics accepted the propolal, 
r u. {•., and dcJired .'iaiiifon to irate the queltion ; which he 
V:V'. V did as follows : u Out of the eaier came forth meat, 
a*?:! out of the llrong came forth iwectneis." The 
i'hiiiJtiues laid their hcajils together to expound this 
r-utik ; but, after three da vs. Uncling their endea- 
vfuir;; fraitiefs, and dcfpairin«; to accomplish it be- 
fore the expiration of the time, they went to the 
::e v. hrhic. and threatened her, if flic did not get the 
fecret from her liuihand, and reveal it to them, 
tii'-v wt.nld burn her to death. Intimidated at the fc 
threat:;, the womufL fat about the bufinefs, and, after 
f ; re:!t di/iicully, obtained from Samfon, the parti- 

of his killing the lion, and of the honey- 
combs lie had found in the carcafe, and brought to 
her ; all which fhc privately communicated to the 
1'hilHtincs. Towards the clofe of the feventh day, 
which was the time appointed for folving the rid- 
dle, the Phililtines aflembled, one of whom, ad- 
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c!rc'Hn<; himfelf to Samfon, faid, 4< Nothing is 
CSm ihonger than a lion, or iweeter than honey." 
" No," (replied Samfon), cc norfalfer than the wo- 
" man m ho has enabled you to expound the riddle." 
Samfon was greatly irritated at this impolition? but 
determined to fulfillhis engagement with the thirty 

To do this, lie went, in the heat of his 



went, m 

pailion, to the city of Afkalon belonging to 

the PhiiiiHncs, where having fiain thirty men, he 

Hurts and coats, and delivered 
expounded the riddle. Fired 

^Y^"' v, * : -*' r-&ntmentat the treachery of his wife, Samfon 
the pronlf- left her ; and {he, in revenge, married a young man 
ic! r.-w.-.ui w j 10 j uu [ be-:i one of Samfon's principal compa- 

u;dc. who xuons tturma'tne wedchno- week. 
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r, fo enraged at the treatment he had 
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•ni!**™" received from his wife, that he determined not only 

to wreak his vengeance on her but the whole coun- 
try of the Philiitines ; and an opportunity foon 
offered, which enabled him to put his delign into 
execution. It happened to be near the time of har- 
vest, and the corn being ripe on the ground, Sam- 
fon hit upon a project for deftroying it, and thereby 
dUtrefling the PhilitHnes by famine. He g 

: hundred foxes (*•), and tying them two 
and two by their tails, with a lighted torch between 
tf/cThHtf- cadi pair, he turned themloofe, when running into 
tint.*, v.h.i the fields, they not only deftroyed all the corn, but 
Hrn IH^wife the vines anil olive trees, fo that the whole 

lor a time, appeared in one continued 
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"When the PhilKlincs undcrftood that Samfon was 
the author of this deUrudtion, and that he had been 
induced to take fuch a ftcp in revenge for the 
treatment he had received from his wife's family, 
they lent a number of people, with proper officers. 



(j) It wis a very ancient cuftom for ihc matters of fcafls to propofe 
emjiijiasio their ^-.icfts, in order to excrcife their wir, and enUven con- 
vcriation in Head of paifiag their whole time in downright eating and 
drinking. The Greeks derived this .-"Mom from the* Orientals, and 
they generally propo fed a reward tc uiu'.c \\\\o expounded the riddle. 



((') This ci:y was iituated hctw j i ".aotli and Gaza, on the coaft of 
the Mediterranean Sea, about 520 fuilongs diftant from Jtrafalem, It 
is laid to have been of ijreat note amoni; riic Gentilfs, in ancient times, 
for a temple dedicated to Dicreto, the mother of Semiramis, here wor- 
fhit^cd in the form of a mermaid ; and for another temple of Appoilo, 
M-Iu re Ifcrod the fatherof Antipater, and granfather of Herod theGrcat, 
ferved as priclh It had, in the h'rft times of Chriitianiry, an epilcopal 
fee; and in the conrfe of the holy war, it was beautified with a new 
wail and many fair buildings, by Richard I. king of England. 

(c) Foxes, it h well known, are very apt fo do a great deal of iiiif- 
chier wherever ihey abound : and therefore Samfon mi«ht have this 
farther dcli^n in colirain^ fo many, viz. that thereby he might clear 
his own country of inch noxious animals; and, at the famc°timc, he 
very well knew, no creature could be more convenient for his pnrpofc 
of annoying and detriment!:]"; his enemies : for, as thofe creatures are 
very fwift of foot, and have a natural dread of fire, thev could not fail, 
when oiue they were turned into it, of fettin«;the (tanJin^'corn in a blaze ; 
and then, as they were tied in couples tail to tail, this would make them 

draw one againfl the other ; and being thereby retarded in their flight, 



to Timiiatli, who fcrzin;*' Sam^Wii'H w lie, v.Iu: her 
father and relations, burnt tircm ali uiivc, as bcin^ 
the fpccial caufc of i'o great a calamity. 

S a ni fon c o n t i 11 u e 1 1 tocoiniiiitvarioasdeprcJations 5.^:.^ 
in diticrcnt parts of 
Philiitines ; till at 

clanger, he retired, for fecurity? to a rock near' 
Etani, belonging to the tribe of {udali. 



: the country belonging to the ij^.'V.^ 
length, being apprehenii ve of J^f ottiir 
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When the Phililtines knew where Samfon had fe- An armed 
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cretcd himfelf, tiicy fent amhaifadors to the inhabi- *\, 
tants of Etam, with orders that they fhould deliver Ininih-o" 
him into their hands. In confequence of this they 



went with an armed force to Samibn's retreat, and, 




ii 



Sam fon not only complied with their rcqueft, but 
fubmlttcd himfelf to be bound with cords, 011 con- 
dition that they would do him no farther hurt 
than delivering him into the hands of the enemy. 
Accordingly he came from the rock, and being 
brought to the ambafladors, they conducted him 
to the camp of the JPhiliftines, who no fooncr faw 
him at a diftancc, than thev ran in conliderable 
bodies to meet him, exulting at tiieir conqueft over 
fo daring an invader. But Samfon foon convinced 
them of the impropriety of their imaginations. As 
foon as they came near him, he fuddcnlv fnapped 
the cords with which he was bound, and feeing the 
jaw-bone (c) of an afs lying on the ground, he took 
it up, and falling On the Philiftincs he Hew one thou- 
land on the Ipot, which fo intimidated the reft, that, 
inftcad of making any rcliftance, they betook them- 
felves to flight Samfon exulted beyond bounds at 
this victory inftcad of afcribing it as he ought, to 
the afliftance of the Divine Power. 



lie fljyj a 
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Fatigued with this encounter, and bcino* cxceflive Hcisproni 

a ' of his con- 



thirfty, he fought for water, but found himfelf in 
a place where no fiich refrcflimcnt was to be had. 
In this diftreffed lituation he made his application to 
God, who immediately caufed a ftream of delicious 
water to flow from an hollow rock adjoining to the 
fpot where Samfon had flain the Philiftincs ; from 
which circumftance the place was ever after known 
by the name of the Jaw. 

After this Angular conqueft Samfon looked upon 
the Philiftincs with contempt ; and not fearing any 
hurt they could do him, he went openly into one of 
the cities called Gaza, where he took up his reft- 
dence in a houfe of public entertainment. The 
governor of the town being informed of Sam ion's 
lituation, j>laced guards without the gates of the 
city, during the day,toprcventhis leaving the place. 
But Samfon, having received intelligence of this, 
totally baffled the governor's intention. He role 
about midnight, and taking the two gates (/),to- 
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snd flaying longer in a place, they . would <r\vc ilic fire more time to 
fprcad irfclf, and at length occallon an univcrfal contlagrarion. 

(d) This rock was fo formed by nature as to he acccffible only to one 
path, and that fo narrow as not to admit two people to walk a'brc.tft ; 
by which it was, perhaps, one of the moft defensible places that could be 
met with. 

(c) It may appear fi range to fora c thar a tingle per fon, with no other 
inUrumcnt than the jaw bone of aft, fiiould he able ro (lay lb many peo- 
ple dead at his feet ; but all wonder will ccafc, wiicn we properly at- 
tend to the words of the facrcd text, thar nt ihc time, " the Spirit 01 tan 
Lord came mightily upon him." The Philiftincs, no donhr, wcreaflo- 
nifhed to fee the cords fall fo fuddenly from his bnnd^ and he advancing 
with the greatell fury againfl'thcm : but the whole mtift be afcribed to 
the power of God, who can increafe our Icrcngth in all refoccls, to what 
degree he pi cafes ; and at the fame time enfeeble the fpirits of thofe who 

oppofe his dcllgns in fuch a manner, that they fhould not have power to 
help themfeives. 

From this lingular a tehicvement the place wis afterwards railed Ra- 
Math-Lehi, which, in the Hebrew language; llgnifies the lifting up of 
the j.i"jj-bQ7ic, 



(f) He did not flay to break open the £ntcs, but pbrcked the pnfls 
out of the ground, with the doors hanging upon them fafl barred ; which 
extraordinary action fo aflouiflicd the guards, that they had not power 
to follow bin?. 
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riuA^ gcther with the ports, bars, holts, and chains, belaid 
: "' ** l ' w * them on his (boulders, and carrying them lo a hill, 



i 



•V Ic,;ric ' called Mount Hebron, there left them 

rim t » 
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• ',e,svi. Sometime after this a circumftancc happened, 
J ^ which, in the end, proved fatal to Sam ( on. Uf, ^ i »' 
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CM »« Oil 



naturally of an amorous difpofition, he fell in love 
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with a common proftitutc of the Philiftines, named 
Delilah, with whom he was fo infatuated as not to 
pay the leaft attention to his ownfafcty. SVhc prin- 
cipal leader of the Phililtincs obferving Samfon's 
ungovernable pallion for this woman, detcrmincil 
to take advantage of it. They accordingly fcntfor 
her, and, when flic came, they promifcd her, if (he 
would learn of Samfon, anddifcover to them, what 
was the caufe of his wonderful ftrength, and how- 
he might be deprived of it, they wpuld reward her 
with a confiderable funx of money. 

The t reacherous Delilah undertook thctafk, and 
ufed all the art Hie was miflrcfs of to obtain from 
Samfon (he important fecrct. . For fomc time lie 
amufed her with .fictions, and made her believe his 
ftrengthconfilfccd fometimesin one thing, andfome- 
timcs in another ; fir ft, that binding him with bands 
made of green withs ; then that tying him with fe- 
ven ropes never before ufed ; and again, wearing 
his hair into treffes, and filleting them up, would 
bereave him of his ftrength. Delilah tried all ihcfc 
maxims ; but finding them of no effect, fhc up- 
braided Samfon for his falfenefs, and told him his 
apparent affc&ion was all deceit, otherwiiehc would 
not hefitate to tell her a matter (he was fo anxioufty 
defirous to know. At length, by daily importu- 
nities, did the treacherous Delilah prevail on Sam- 
fon to divulge the important fecrct, viz. 44 That in 
46 the preformation of his hair lay all his ftrength 
cl and fecurity." From the manner in which Sam- 
fon told this, Delilah believed he fpokc truth ; and 
foon after tried the experiment, by cutting off his 
hair as lie lay fleeping with his head in her lap. 
When flic found him diverted of his ftrength, and 
no longer able to defend himfelf, file delivered him 
up to ids enemies, who, after putting out his eyes, 
and leading him about the ftreets as a public fpec- 
tacle to the people, feat him to prifon. 

In procefs of time S&mftm's hair grew again, and 
with it returned his ftrength. This, however, was 
not thought of by the Philiftincs, and Samfon, 

when an opportunity offered, took advantage of it, 
to the deftruction of great numbers of his enemies. 
On a certain day was held a fcaft, at which were 
prcfent the greater part of the princes and nobility 

among tne Philiftines. The fcait was held in a very 
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elegant and fpacious building, the roof of which 
was fupported by only two pillars. In the height 
cf their Jollity they fent for blind Samfon, and for 
fome time made him the fport of the company. 
Samfon was vexed to the heart at this treatment, 
and knowing his ftrength, rcfolved to return it on 
his perfecutors. He complained of being greatly 
fatigued with ftanding fo long, and dc fired the boy 
that led him to the place, to let him lean againft 
one of the pillars to reft himfelf. The boy com- 
plied with his requeft, when Samfon, grafping the 
pillar with his arm (after a fliort ejaculation to God 
for the rcftoration of his former ftrength) gave it 
fu eh a fhake that the whole building (a) immedi- 
ately fcU to the ground ; and Samfon, with about 
three thoufand men, were buried in the ruins. 



(</) The building in which this tfsnfattion happened was formed in 
the ihapc of an amphitheatre, and folely adapted for the purpofe of 
fe.'Hvky on particular nccations. It may appear ftrange to fomc that the 
fl iv n £f h of a nv.u ftinuld be able to lhake fo great a fabric ; but their 
v/oTi'Jrr will ervdV when ihey confidcr the nature of its conftrnction ; the 
mo ft dear defcriptian of which is thus given by that great architect Sir 
Chriflophcr Wren. u In confide ring (toys he) what this fabric raHft 
u be, that could ct one pull be dcmolilhed, 1 conceive it was an oval 
"amphitheatre, the . frene in the middle, where a vafl roof of cedar- 
u beams, retting round upon the walls, centered ail upon one Ihort 
u architrave, that united two cedar pillars in the middle: one pillar 
** would not be fufncicin to unite the ends of at leaft one hundred beams 
u that tended to the center; therefore, Hay, there mult be a fhort 
*' architrave rdling upon two pillars, upon which all the beams tending 



Such was the end of Samfon, after having held 
the go vermeil t of Jfracl twenty years. He was.a 
man remarkable not only for Jiis great ftrength, 
but his diftinguilhed magnanimity, and purfued, 
to the lalt moment of his life, his revenge on the 
enemies of his country. When his relations heard 
of his death, they took his body to Sarafa, the 
place of his nativity, and there dcpolitcd it in the 
fcpulchre of his anccliors. 



CHAP. XI. 
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Eli fucceeds Samfon in .the government. Boaz marries 
Ruth, from w/;cx: came Obcd^ the grandfather of 
David. The birth of Samuel. The Jjraelites en- 
gage *.vi!& the PhiHfiinc$ y are defeated, and their 
ark take. 1 ! by the e::cz:y. 



I 



AFTER the death of Samfon the government of 
the Israelites fell to Eli, the high pricft, during 
whofc time there happened anioft dreadful famine. 
To avoid the confequences of this calamity, one 
Abimclccb, a citizen of Bethlehem, and of the tribe 



of Judah, removed, with Naomi, his wife, and his' 
two fons, named Mahlon and Chcllion, to the land 
of Moab. 
for fomc time 
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After living very happily at tills place 
imc, Abimclcch married his fons to two 
of the country, named Orpha and Ruth ; 
the former being efpoufedto Chcllion, and the lat- 
ter to Mahlon. 

At the expiration of ten years, Abimclcch and 
his two fons died, within a fiiort time of each other. 
Naomi was inconfolablc for the lofs of fuch near 
relatives, for whofc fake fhe.had quitted her native 
country. She therefore j^rmed the refolution of 
returning to Bcthlehenj ; bn which the wives of her 
two fons, who had a great affection for her, and 
were unwilling to befeparatcd, importuned her to 
take them with her. Naomi advifed them to con- 
tinue in their native place, and wifhed they might 
be happier with their next hufbands than they had 
been with her fons. She told them it was not in 
her power to give them any affiftancc, and that it 
would be imprudent for them to rifqne fo Jong a 
journey* for no other purpofe than that of condo- 
ling with a wretched mother-in-law. Orpha liftened 
to Naomi's rcmonftrancc, and ftaid behind ; but 
Ruth being refolute, flic and her mother-in-law fet 
out on their journey . 

When they entered the city of Bethlehem, fomc Bov Cf| 
of the people, who recollected the features of Na- terrains 
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the Hebrew, fignifying happinefs, and the latter 
farrow.) 

It was now the time of harveft, and Ruth, in 
order to obtain fuftcnancc for hcrfelfand mother- 
in-law, begged flic would let her go into the fields Ruth go« 
to glean. Naomi afienting, Ruth went on the bn-j^yJ J^ 
finel»; and, after being fomc little time in the fields, glean, 
was accoftcd by afervant of Boas, (the matter of 
the land ? and a kinfmati of Abimelech, Naomi's 
deccafed hufband), with whom ihe had fomc con- 
verf ation. Some time after Boaz came into the field 



iC to the ccr.trr of the amphitheatre might be fupported. Now if Strn- 
u fon, by his miraculous jtr'-n^tii prelhug upon thefe pillars, movrd 
"them from their bn IVs, the whole roof mult or" mctiTuy l-iil." The 
fuppofnion, therefore, that the ends of the beams were united i.i a circle 
in the middle will remove any difficulty ilwt may a rife tram confuxring 
that no lefs than gooo perfrns were fpedatots of Sauuun's ill ireattnenc 
from the roof ; for tliis manner of conitru&iuu rnuft naturally afford a. 
fuflicicnt convenience for the purpofe. 

Pliny mentions two theatres built at Rome by Cains Cur Jo, which 
were large enough to contain the whole Roman prop!*', ;j»».l yet of i<j 
ftngtilar a conflrucViou, as to depend on a tingle hinge or pivot. And in 
Tacitus we read of great definition being made by the i'nil of a :l:ca:re 
ftmilar to this occationcd by Samfon. 
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him ft- If, and feeing Ruth, enquired of his fcrvant 
who the was, and from whence flic came. Tlie 
fcrvaftt, who had learned from her the particulars 
of her life and prefent fhnation, related the whole 
to Boaz, who was fo pleafed with her for the refpeft 
/he (hewed her mother-in-law, that he ordered his 
fervant to tell her, Ihc was not only at liberty to 
glean in his fields, hut to gather what flic thought 
proper, and that file fhould be allowed both food 
and drink in common with the reapers. Ruth re- 
ferved a part of her allowance for her mother-in- 
law, and, in the evening, carried it home with her 
corn, when flic related to Naomi the occurrences 
of the d^. 

When Naomi under flood who was the perfon 
that had been fo great a benefactor to Ruth, file 
told her he was a near kinfman, and being a man 
of a pious and liberal difpoiition, he might pro- 
bably extend his benevolence to their mutual ad- 
vantage- She therefore advifed Ruth to pro fe cute 
her labours, and to attend in the fields with the 
fervants of Boaz, during the remainder of the 

harveft. 

. The harveft being over, Boaz was very diligent 
in threfhing his corn ; and being due day gfeatly 
fatigued, he laid himfelf on the floor and fell aficep, 
in which iituarion he was left by the people who 
had attended him. Information of this being given 
to Naomi, file advifed Ruth to go to the barn, and 
lay herfelf gently at his feet, imagining that when 
Boaz fhould. wake and difcover her, it might pro- 
duce fo me thing to her advantage. 

Ruth, thinking it her duty to comply with the 
orders of her mother-in-law, immediately went, and 
getting into the barn, laid herfelf at the feet of 
Boaz. AboVit the middle of the night Boaz awoke, 
and perceiving a womaii lying by him, afked who 
Ihe was. Rutli immediately difcovered herfelf, and 
begged he would permit her to lie by him as one 
of his handmaids, which Boaz granted, and again 
fell afleep. Early in the morning? before the fer- 
vants were come to their work) Boaz defired Ruth 
to get up, and, after taking as much corn as fiie 
could carry, go immediately to her mother-in-law, 



that file might not be feen by any of the fervants ; 
for though nothing had taken place between them 
of a criminal nature, yet it was prudent to avoid 
calumny, which would certainly arife fhould flic 
be found with him. c< But (fays Boaz) before you 
cc g°? I have this to fay to you. There is a perfoii 
cc of much nearer kin to you than I am. I will 
cc atk him if he chafes to marry you : if he -contents 
Cc you mull go with him ; but if he refufes, I will 
cc marry you mytelr." Ruth then departed ; and 
"when file got home, related all that had palled to 
her mother-in law, who was highly pleafed with 
her fucccft, and the expectations of fo profitable 
an alliance. 

Pa .*.«, M About the middle of the day Boaz went into the 
with 'inch's city, and convened an aflembly of the elders. As 

kinfman. fo£ n ag ^ f QT Ruth am j tlie 

kinfman nearcft allied fo her, both of whom ap- 

I scaring, Boaz addrefied himfelf to the man as fol- 
ovvs ; If I am not millaken, you are at prefent 
tc inpofiefiion of the inheritance of Abimelech and 
" his fons." To which he replied, tc I am, and the 
u law has put me in poffeffion of it, as being near- 
cc eft of blood." Boaz anfwered, " The fame law 
" that gives you one part obliges yon to take the 
* : ether. Before you Hands the widow of Mahlon, 



" and you are bound by the law (a) either to marry 
* 4; her, or quit the inheritance." The man laid he 
could not marry her, having already a wife and 
children. He therefore rciigned the woman and 
efiate to Boaz, who was the next in kindred to the 
dsceated. In confequence of this declaration, 
Ruth was commanded to unloofu thcfiioe (£) of the 
man, and fpitin his face, agreeable to the cullom 
ufed on fuch occalions. 



A few days after Boaz took Ruth to wife, and at 
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the expiration of a year file was delivered of a fon. thefcinf. 
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The boy was placed under the care of Naomi, who 
called him by the name of Obed, fignifying, in 
the Hebrew language, fcrvicc or affijlav.ee, which 
{he cxpe&ed from him in her more advanced years. 
From Obed came Jellc, the father of David, in 
whofc family the government continued one and 
twenty generations. I have been thus particular 
in my accounts of Ruth, to fiiev/ the power and wife 
difpenfations of Providence, who can raife. charac- 
ters to the moft elevated dignity on earth, however 
inlignificant the objects from whom they are de- 
feended. 
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Thelfraelites grew excecdinc: indolent under the 
government ojt Eli, which being obferved by the 
Philiftines, they determined to take advantage of it. 
The general diflipation of the people arofe fropi the 
precedent fet them by the two fons of Eli, named *or«w| 
Hophni and Phineas, who was mere libertines. 5f thSi 
They domineered over the men, and violated the ioasofa] 
women at their devotions ; and fo far where they 
from being content with the portions which God 
had allotted them as pricfts, that they forced from 
the people (even before they had made their obla- 
tions) what part of the facrifice they pleafed ; which 
gave fo general a difguft, that religion grew into 
contempt, and the worfliip of God was almoft to 
totally difufed. 



Hamuli. 



The Almighty was pleafed to chrrflife them for 
their remiflhefs, and to forewarn them of the event 
by the prophet Samuel ; of whofe birth the follow- 
ing are the particulars : 

In the city of Ramah, belonging to the tribe of 
Ephraim, lived a man named Elkanah, who bad 
two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. He went three 
times a year to Shiloh, to offer up his ufual facrifice, oneo7i| 
and, as he was a pious and religious man, he gc- nuS! 
nerally took his two wives with him, that they, in make" 
like manner, might make their oblations. Hannah SSd,fa 
had not any children, notwithftanding which file 

Elk an all's favourite ; and at every tea ft, on the ion. 
peace-offering, he ufually fent her a feparate mefs, x Saa \ 
and of his choiccfl meat. Peninnah, being highly 
offended at the particular attention being paid to 
Hannah, vented her rcfentment by upbraiding her 
with llerility, or want of children. This greatly 
affected Hannah, infomuch that all her hu Aland 
(aid could not aflliage her grief. As foon as file 
arofe from table, file haftencd to the tabernacle, and 
there prayed to God, in the moft fervent manner, 
that he would be pleafed to blefs her with a fon, 
for which favour fiie promifed to make him a Na- 
zaritc, and folely to devote him to his fcrvicc. Her 



was 



(a) The reafon of this feems fo be grounded upon the Jaw, by which 
the fir ft- born of fuch marriage was to bear the name of the woman's 
former hufband, in order to keep up his name in Ifracl ; fo that if this 
kinfman find marred Ruth, and fiwnid h.ive had bur one fon by her, 
th.it fon beiiifr not to War his name, but the name of her former huf- 
br>nd, he himfelf xvould have no fon to keep up his name in Ifrael : fo 
that not btir£ willing to run this hazard, he declined the purchafe. 

(/») Thrrc was a manner of confirming birir iins, falcs, exchanges, 
and alienations, among the Ifratlites. It con lifted of two fons ; the 
iirit of which was penal, as when a man refit fed ro marry the wife of his 



prayers were heard, and, in a proper time, ihe con- 
ceived, and brought forth a fon, whom fhe called 
Samuel, that is to fay, jfjkcd of God. Hannah, as iiedica3] 
fhe had promifed, went to the tabcrnablc at Shiloh, 
and after offering a facrifice of thankfgivingforthe of Goi 
birth of her fon, and paying the tenths according 



brother, who died without ifitie r in this cifc the law commanded that 
dyvwoman fliould take off his flioc, and fjut in his face, at the fame time 
nnng thefe words : " Thus fliall it be done to the man ihar refnfetb to 
" raife up iffiie to his brother's family." The fecond was ceiUonary, or 
in token of refignatioo, and did not extend to the compelling of the kinf- 
man in the fecond, third, or fourth degree, to marry the widow, hm he 
mi^ht transfer his right to any other of the kindred ; and as a fign of 
his cchlon or transition of hi-? righr, he look off* his flioc* and delivered' 
ir to that kinfman who would marry the widow in the prcfcHCC of the 
elders. 
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to cuftoai) fhc delivered him to Eli, who cloathcd |j Philiftines fir ft heard that the ark was brought to 

the camp of the Ifraelites, they were greatly dif- 



him with a proper habit, that he might attend on 
the ferviee of the tabernacle. After this Hannah 
had feveral other fons, and three daughters, by her 
hufband Elkanah. 

mnd cu- When Samuel had attained to his thirteen tli year, 
ih^fhc God waspleafed to make him his agent, by infpiring 
rit . of him tvith the power of prophecy. As Samuel was 
tLt«n one night afleep, God called him by his name, 
f 10 * which he taking for the voice of Eli, immediately 

ran to him to know his pleafurc, when he told him 
that he was rniftaken, for that he had not mention- 
ed his name. On this Samuel retired, and went 
again to reft, %vhen he was repeatedly difturbed by 
the fame voice ; upon which he again went to Eli, 
and told him how diftinctly he had been feveral 
times called, and that he thought it to be his voice. 
Eli faid it was not him, but the voice of God. Kc 
then told Samuel to retire again to reft, and when 
he heard the voice again, to fay, u Here I am, 
cc Lord ; fpeak, for thy fervant heareth, and is 
cc ready to obey thee." Samuel did as Eli had or- 
dered ; and, when he again heard the voice, air»- 
fwcred, u Here I am, Lord, ready to do whatfo- 
cc ever thou fhould command/' The voice replied, 
cc Know, then, that calamities hang over Ifracl, 
" greater than have been hitherto known. The 
ounce* " two fons of Eli (hall be cut off in one dav, and 
liaft EU. <€ thepriefthood fhall be taken from him, and given 

ckc<i 
ictifcs oi 

; fons. 
am. iit. 



Bttel, 
»otmc 



c Phusi" 
es coa- 
ir the 
>rewj, 
ua. ir. 



tc to the family of Eleazar: for Eli hath preferred 
* cc his children to my honour and worfhip." 

Samuel was unwilling to relate thefc melancholy 
tidings to Eli.; but being at length urged to it, he 
gave a particular account of the whole revelation, 
which Eli received with a mind apparently re/igned 
to the Divine will. 

The time was now corne when Samuel's prophecy 
was to be fulfilled, and the difpleafure of the Al- 
mighty manifefted to the difobedient Israelites, 
The Philiftines had raifed a powerful army, with 
which they marched againft the Ifraelites, and en- 
camped at Aphek, a city of Judah. Finding no 
oppolition, they advanced farther, and, at length, 
meeting the army of the Ifraelites, a defperate bat- 
tle enfued, in which 4000 of the latter were flain, 
and the remainder put to flight. 

This defeat greatly alarmed the Ifraelites, fbme 
of whom imputed it to arifc from the want of the 
ark in the army, which, as the fymbol of God's 
prefence, they faid would be a fure means of 
uiccefs. Accordingly a meflenger was difpatched 
to Hophniand Phineas, to bring the ark, which no 
former arrived in the camp, than the people teftified 
their joy by the loudeft acclamations. When the 
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pirited j but at length taking courage, and ex 
h or ting each otlier to pcrfeverancc, they prepared 
themfelvcs to oppofc the enemy. The" Ifraelites, *h e Hc- 

not doubting of iuccefs, attacked the Philiftines 
with great fury ; but they were foon repulfed, with 'j!' 0 ^?^ 
the lofs of 30,600 men, among whom were Hophni tines, the" 
and Phineas. The reft of die army were glad to f^^^ 
fave themfelvcs by flight, fo that the ark of the the «k 
Lord fell into the hands of the Philiftines. S^aK 
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The Ifraelites lament the hp of the ark. Death of Eli y 

the hi«li prieti* 



THE melancholy news of this defeat was car- 
ried to Shiloh on the fame day it happened, 
by a foldicr of the tribe of Benjamin, who had made 
his efcape from the held of battle. As foon as 
it was known, anuniverfal outcry and lamentation 
prevailed throughout the city ; and when Eli came 
to underftand what was the caufc cf it, he fentfor 
the man to know the particulars. The foldier told 
him, the Ifraelites were. routed* his two fons flaiu, 



and the ark of the Lord taken by the enemy # Eli 
heard the defeat of the army, and the death of his 
fons, without appearing in the leaft agitated ; but 
when he was told the ark of the Lord had fallen in- 
to the enemy's hands, his fpirits forfook him, he 
fell from his chair, and inftantly expired, in the 98th C? thc'iiS 
year of his age, and 40th of his government. of the air., 

When the wife of Phineas '(who was at this 
time with child, and near her time) heard of the 
deaths of her hulband and father, and (what was 
worft of all) of the captivity of the ark, fhc imme- 
diately fell in labour, and being fhortly deli- . 
vered of afon, fhc had juft ftrength enough to name 
him Ichabod, which fignifies foamc and ignominy 

before fhe died ; becaufe the ark, which was the 
glory of Ifrael, was departed from them. 

Eli was the firft of the family of Ithamar (another 
of the fons of Aaron) that exercifed the function of 
high prieft ; for the family of Eleazar ofliciated in 
that capacity firft, the fon ftill receiving that ho- 
nour from the father. Eleazar bequeathed it to his 
fon Phineas, he to his fon Abiezer, from whom it 
jj went to his fon Bceejas, and thence to his fon Ozis. 

After, when Eli, of whom we have been fpeakino-. TSwprka- 
had the priefthood, which was returned in his line i^aX^ 
until the reign of king Solomon, when it reverted family 
to the pofterity of Eleazar. »*wdw. 
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CHAP. I. 



Divers plagues and calamities befal the Philifiines for 

Resolved in council to reft ore it. 
Manner in which it was brought back to the If- 
raelites. 



detaining the ark. 
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FTER the Philiftines had defeated the 
Ifraelitcs, and made themfelves mafters of 
the ark, they carried it in great triumph to 
one of their principal cities, called Afh- 
dod, or Azotus, and there placed it in the temple 
of their god Dagon near his image. The next 
morning v/hen the people went to the temple topay 
their devotions they found Dagon fallen down upon 
his face before the ark ; but fuppofmg it to be an 
accident, they fet him up again. When they went 
the following morning to the temple, they found 
him not only on the ground, but in an imperfect 
ftate, his head and hands being broke off in the fall. 
They again repeatedly fet him up, but as repeat- 
edly found him the next day laying proftrate before 
the ark. 

The inhabitants of Aflidod were greatly alarmed 
at this circumftance, and began to think that their 
Dagon was far inferior to the God of Ifrael. They 



(a) Dagon was rcprcfentcd as a monftcr, being half a man and half 
a fifli ; whence the Hebrews derive his name from the Hebrew word 
Hag, which figirifies a fifln Milton enumerates this deity among the 
fallen angels ; and thus defcribes him : 



Next came one 



Who mourn 'd in earneft, when the captive ark 
Maim'd his brute image head and hands lopp'd off, 
In his own temple, on the ground fel edge, 
iVhere he fell tin and fham'd his worfliippers; 
Dagon his name ; fea-monftcr! upward man, 
And downward fifli ; yet had his temple high 
ilear'd in Azotus, dreaded through thecoaft 
Of Palcltine, in Gath, and Afcalon, 
And Accaron, and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
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had farther reafon to imagine this, ivliefl they found 
that a moft dreadful epidemical diftemper prevailed 
throughout the city, which carried off great num- J^jJ 
bers in a very fhort time ; and to add to this cala- fmiua 
mity, their fields were over-run with mice, which 
deftroying all the fruits of the earth, diverted them 
of the common neceiTaries of life. Thinking thefe 
calamities arofefrom their having in pofleffion the 
ark of the Ifraelites, they fent a meflengcr to. the . 
people of Afcalon, deliring them to admit itintoTheari 
their city. This offer wasreadily accepted, and the {^jj 
ark immediately removed to Afcalon ; but when wrf* 
the people found that the fame calamities, which J?^ 
had befallen the inhabitants of Aflidod, attended 

them they removed the ark to another city. The w hoR« 
fame calamities attended the people of that place, as 
alfo the other cities to which the ark was removed. 

The Philifiines began now fcrioufly to think that 
all their troubles arofe from having the ark in their 
pofTelfion. They therefore determined to part with 
it 5 aiidfor thatpurpofe called together the priefts of 
the different cities in which it had been placed, to 
con fill t with them in what manner it ihouid be re- 
moved from their country. After different propo- 
rtions it was at length refolved that there fhould 
be made five golden images (/>), one for each of the 
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(t>) " It was an ancient cuftom (fays Mr. Locke) in cafe a city or 
country was infellcd with any plague of difcafes, or noxious creatures, 
to confult rhe tali fm an, who ordered an image ro be creeled of the 
plague, under a certain influence of celcftial configuration ; and this 
was thecaufewhy the Philiftine priefls <*avccaunfc\ that golden images 
fhould be made to reprefent the difeafc with which they had been afflict- 
ed, as alfo of ihofc vermin which had deftroyed the fruits of the earth." 
Tavernier tells us, that (omfthinjr (iniilar to this isftill praclifed among 
the Indians ; for when a pilgrim there goes to a pagod for the cure of 
any difeafc, he brings the figure of the member aife&ed, made either of 
gold, filver or copper, according to his quality, which he offers to the 
idol, and then fings and dances for joy, in expectation of his malady 
being removed. It was alfo a cuftom among the ancient heathens to 
confecrate to their idols monuments of their deli v winces. 
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cities in which thearlfhad ftood, to be dedicated to 
God ; as alfo five golden mice (alluding to the ver- 
min that had deftroyed the fruits of the earth.) 
That thefe fliould be enclofed in a box* and, with 
the ark put into a cart made for the purpofe, to 
be drawn by two milch cows, who had never been 
yoked before, and their calves to be clofeiy con- 
fined (a). That the waggon, with the ark, ihould 
be conduced to a Ipot where three roads met, and 
the cattle there left at liberty to go whither they 
pleafed. If they took the Hebrew road, and went 
on, they might impute their calamities to the ark j 
but if they took another courfe, they might conlid er 
therji only as common accidents. 

All things being adjufted, the kinc were led to 
the fpot fixed on, attended by a great number of the 
pr SlePhiliftines ? where they were no fooner left to them- 
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of the f e l V es, than they immediately tpok the Hebrew road, 
m?vi. and went lowing along till they came to Bethfhe- 
mcth, a village belonging to the tribe pf Judah, 
where they ftood ftill by a great ftone. As Toon as 
the ark was feen, and the news of its arrival fpread 
about, the people flocked to it in great multitudes ; 
and, after taking out the ark and the box, they burnt 
uft ** ie cart > anc ^ Sacrificed the two kine as a burnt-of- 
Scon" fering to God ; at the clofe of which ceremony the 
Philiftines, who had attended the ark to this place, 
* returned to their own country, 
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C II A P. II. 



Judgement inf/sBcd for prophanation. Reformation a- 
' mwgjt the Hebrews^ who are affcmhled by Samuel, 
• and admomfucd to recover their liberty. 'Expedition 
agiinfi the Phttiftincs under the condu£i of Samuel. 

The Hebrews are victorious. 



SOME of the Bethfhemites (either from joy or 
curiofity) venturing to look into the ark) which 
was exprefsly againft the Divine command) were 
immediately flain, to the number of feventy ; which 
fo terrified the reft, that they fent to the people of 
Kirjathrjearim, acquainting them that the Philis- 
tines had brought back the ark, and defiring them 
to come and fetch it, as they were not worthy to 
have it in their pofle (lion. The inhabitants of Kir- 
jah-jearim accordingly came, and taking with them 
the ark, it was placed in the houfe of one Abinadab, 
a Lcvite, a man difringuifhed for his integrity, and 
religion ; in vvhofe charge, and that of his fons, 
remained twenty years. 

When the ark was removed to Kirjath-jearim, the 
people applied themfelves, with great diligence, to 
the performance of religious duties and gave am- 
ple teftimony of their ftridt obfervance to the laws, 
ua- The prophet Samuel (who fuccceded to the govern- 
jdc 6 ment after the death of Eli) feeing this, and think- 

r f " c b ;ingit a proper opportunity, harrangued the imjltir 
and tudc as follows : ' 
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u O ye men of Ifrael, (faidhc), ye have fatally 
experienced the implacable hatred and malice of 
<c your enemies ; but ye have reafon to be once 
" more happy, feeing that your earneft fupplicaLti- 
" ons to God have not been in vain. Let me there- 
<c fore recommend it to you to inure yourfelves to 
cc the love and practice of juftice ; purge your minds 
f ; of all improper affections jl turn to God, adore 
" him, and honour him in your lives and conver- 
ff fation, as well as .with your lips. If you do good 



(a) The learned Dr. Stackhonfe, in fpeajdng of this paflage, fays, 
" It v/as no bad policy in the Philiftines to take milch kine, that had 
never been yoked before, to draw the can, in order to know whether 
or not there was the hand of God in what had befallen them. As 
tliofc creatures were unacquainted with the yoke, it would be a wonder 
jf they Ihould go jointly together, and not thwart, or draw counter to 
each other : it would be a wonder if their natural affection would not 
feline them to return to their calves, which were left behind: and it 
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things^ good wjll come of it j that is tp fay$ yfQX^ 

iC will be polfeffed of liberty and conqueft. But 
cc thefe are blelfings not to be obtained by force of 
u men, ftrength of body, or bands of foldiprs. It 
" is God alone who can beftow thefe privileges, 
" which he has promifed to. do if you adhere ftri&Iy 
" to his ordinances ; and you may depend upon it 
" he will not difappoint you. 7 

This fpeech was unyvcrfally approved of by the* 
people, who promifed Samuel they would ftri&ly 
obferve all he had faid, and inviolably obey the Di- 
vine commands. 

A fhort time after this Samuel fiimmoned an af- 
fembly of the people at Mizpeh., (that is to fay, con- 
fpicuous), where they held a faft and humiliation to 
God. The Philiftines, being informed of this meet- 
ing, marched with great anny towards Mizpeh, in- 
tending to attack the Ifraelites by lurprizc . As foon 
as the Philiftines wei'e feen, the whole multitude 
were ftruck with terror, and told Samuel, there was 
no pollibility of efcaping the fury of fo inveterate 
an enemy, unlefs he could prevail with God to 
grant them his Divine afliftance. Samuel toldtliem 
not to fear, for God had promifed them his pro- 
tection, and would moft certainly fulfil his word- 
Samuel then facrificcd a fucking lamb to God, in 
the name of the people, imploring his aid againft 
the po\yer of the Philiftines. The Almighty was vi&ory. • 
pleafed to accept the facrificc, and to promife Sa- 
muel, that the Ifraelites fliould obtain a complete 
vidtory over their enemies. 

While the facrifice was yet on the altar, the Phi- 
liftines drew out in order of battle ; but they had 
no fooner begun the attack, than the earth lhook 
under their feet with fuch violence as tp prevent 
their ftanding ; and, in fome places, it opened, and 
fwallowed tliem up. This was a$fended with a 
dreadful ftorm of thunder and lightning, whicfi fo 
affected them, that they wpre totally unable tp ufe 
their ^rms ; apd, from the whole, were fo frighten;: 
edi that they betooV fhemfeives to flight. " The 
Israelites, feeing this, immediately purfued theqi 
as far as Bethear, (killing great numbers in their 
way), where Samuel fet up a ftone in memory of 
the vidrory. He called it. the ftone of afjiftance, inti- 
mating, that it was by the help of God they had 
conquered their enemies, • 

This defeat ftruck fiich a panic into the Phi- 
liftines, that they did not prefume to make any far- 
ther attempt on the Ifraelites. On the contrary, 
Saipuel, with his army, purfued theiji from one city 
tp another, and at length retook the whole countrv 
that lies betwpct Gath and Ekron, which had for- 
merly belonged to the Ifraelites, but was taken 
froni them by the Philiftines. 

CHAP. III. 

Samuel being advanced in years, transfers the govern- 
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AFTER Samuel had thus reduced the Philiftines, J^J^J^ 
and reinftated the people in the pofTeflion of doptsan" 
their lands and cities, he apppiiited public meetings pf^ofgo- 
to be held at certain times, for the adminiftratipn verainen:. 
pf juftice ; and took a circuit twice every year, to 
fee that it was properly executed, making it his 
principal care to prevent any violation of the laws 
of his country. 



would b.c ftill a greater wonder, if, when there were fo many different 
ways to take, they (hoiild go diredtly forward towards Judea, without 
any manner of deviation, it was therefore a matter of * no fmall faga- 
city for them to make this experiment: To fay nothing, that, it was a 
received opinion among the heathens, that in the moibns of an heifer, 
or cow, that was never yoked there was ibmeihing ominous, find de- 
clarative of the Divine will, 
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Being now grown iii years, arid unable, from na- 
tural infirmities, to difchargc the duties of his of- 
fice> Samuel relinquiflicd tlie government, and put 
it into the hands of his two fons, Joel and Abiah. 
He appointed one of them to rcfide at Bethel, aiid 
the other at Beerflieba; and ordered them to 0*0 
different circuits to adminifter juftice to the people* 

■ 

The Tons of* 

Te two fons of Samuel adted diametrically op- 
Samuel be- pofite to the maxims of their father, and to the in- 
luteto the j tmftions he had laid on them for the government 
highcitdc. of the people* Tliey proftituted juftice for gain, 
fs^ra.viij, and decided coritroverfies by the value of the bribe. 

They gave themfelvesup to every kind of vice, and 
feemed to bid defiance not only to the injunctions 
of their father, but the commands of their Maker.* 
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The people 1 difgnfted at the government of SctnUieVs fons, 
require a king to rule oyer them. A king is.proniifed 
them by Samuel. 



• • •* a, 

THE elders of the people, inc*nfed at the mal- 
. adminiftration of the fons of Samuel, went in 
a body to their father, who thenrelided at Ramah, 
and, after reprefeiiting the grievances they lay un- 
der, from his infirmities, and the mal-adminiftration 



1 

werefent to look for them (d). They wandered a 
gfeat way without gaining any intelligence, till 
coining to Ramah the place of Samuel's refiU 
dence, Saul, at the inftigation of the fervant, went 
to confult with the prophet concerning his afles. 

* 

Samuel had been all the preceding day employed 
in fupplicating God to tell him what perfbnto ap- 
point king ; arid the Almighty was pleafcd to an- 
fwer, that the next day he lhould receive his order^ 
for there fhould come to him a young man of the 
tribe of Benjamin at* that fame hour. 

■ 

1 

The prophet ftaid at home the whole day, and* 
when tire precife period arrived, as he was going 
down to fupper, lie met Saul, whom he knew, by 
animmediate infpiration, to be the perfbn deligned 
for the government.- Saul, not knowing him, alli- 
ed for the prophet, \yhen Samuel anfwered, he had 7 
found him already. He then told Saul, that not 
only the afles he fought for were fafe, but that h\m± 
felf was on the point of being advanced to the high- 
eft pitch: of foyfireign power. When fupper was $ * 
ready, Samuel placed Saul above the reft of the 
guefts*, (who were feventy in number), and his ferr ^ *fi 
vattt next him ; arid ordered the attendants to bring 
Saul a royal mefs. The time being come for the 
[ company to break up, they departed to their re- 
fpe&ive homes, except Saul drid his fervant, whom 



1 



.'•21 

-■ft 

"At 



the prophet defircd to remain with him for that 
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of his fons, demanded to have the form of their go- 
vernment changed, and that a king might be ap- 
pointed over them asinqther nations. 

Samuel is This demand gave great uneafinefs to Samuel ; 
much and, for fomc'titae, lie knew not how to a£t. At 

grieve J by 



night.- 



Early in the morning Samuel called up hisgucfts, 
and having accompanied them foirie way from the 
city, he deiired Saul to order his fervant to go for- 
ward, as he had fomething tp fay tp hiin in private. 
This being done, Samuel took out of his pocket a 



1* 

■A 



Fhelppit? length he applied to God, who told him to comply J phial of oil, which having poured on Saul's head, 

thc°eo°i f [e Wlt ^ t1lie reera£ ft of the people*, notwithftandingthe he kilfed him, and then fpoke to the following ef-sJS? 
fora e ° l C affront was raqft fo much 011 Samuel as on himfelf. I fed:: " Be thou king ; for fuch thou art appointed ^ 

chancre In TJ.,4. U. « n »-U ^» *■ ^ ♦ V» ^ nl^ s% «. 1-X~. M I iC + r-v T-. rt !•« *+.~.A . * ~ «- K „ 
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govern- 
ment. 



change in B ut before they proceeded to the choice of a king. 

the form or _ ' , , 1 . • . , * i •• ■, to 

God ordered Samuel to acquaint them with what 
his prerogatives were, and what they might expeft 
he would demand from them ; and withal, to inform 
them, that flavery to them and their children, fub- 
jc&ion to the meaneft offices, lofs of liberty, heavy 
taxes, conftant war, and other inconveniencies, 
would be the cpnfequpncc of a kingly po\vcr. 

■ 

Samuel, having received this intelligence from 
the Almighty, allembled the people together, and 
told them the various confequences that would fol- 
low (liould they perlift in fuhjecting themfelvcs to 
the kingly power. But all hisremoultrances were of \ 
noe'ffccc : the people were abfoiute in their dertn^nd ; 
upon wliich Samuel broke up the a(Tembly, telling 
the people, lie would call them again together, as 
foon as he fliould receive directions jfrpm Qp'd >yhp 
was to be their king. 



the people, 

and dif- 
fuuics them 

from cf- 

kindly Jjo- 
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Saul) by the appointment ofGod y anointed king. Heads 
an army againjl the Ammonites^ and defeats them. 
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Saul, v.'U i 
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NEVER was tbe interpofition of Providence 
manifefted in a greater degree, than in the 
election of Saul as king over the Ifraelites ; the 
circumftanccs attending vVhich cannot be read w;th^ 
oat diftinguiflied admiration. 

* 

Saul was the fon of Kifli, of the tribe of Benja- 
min. He was remarkably handfome in his perfon, 
and had a mind anfwerablc to the graces of his 
body. It haj^pened at this time that fo^nc of his fa- 
ther's aiics had gone aftray, and he and a fervant 



to be by God, in order to revenge the injuries 
* c committed by the Philiftines on the Ifraelitps t 
" In token of this, bbfef ve what I am now goihjr 
fr tp relate. When thou art departed from me> 
" tKou (halt find, in thy journey, three men going 
^ to Be-thel to wor/hip God ; tlje firft carrying 
ct three loaves, the fecond a kid, and fhe third a 
^ c bottle of wine f They will all fliew you great 
c< refpecSt, and offer you two of the loaves, which 
iC you are to receive.' When you have advanced as 
" far as the place called Rachel's Sepulchre, you 
• c will meet a man, who will give you tidings of 
" your afles. After this, on your arrival at' G aba* 
tha, you will join with a company of prophets, 
*f cwid, by the a/fiftance of the fpirit of God, \yill 
prophecy with them to the great admiration of 
c * the* multitude, who H'ill exclaim. How comes 
cc the fon of Kifli to be found among the prophets ? 
cc When this fhall come to pals, you may be aft 
^ fared that God is with you. Go then to you*. 4 
cc father and kindred ; an4 when I fend for you, 
u come to me at Gilgal, that we may conjundlively 
u offer up oxir prayers to God, with Sacrifices and 
<c thankfgiving/ 7 Having faid this, Samuel parted 
with Saul, who found every thing to happen as hax} 
been told him by the prophet, 

* • 

' r ■ 

When' Saul arrived at his father's houfe, his uflr 
cle Abner, (for whom he had . a particular efteem) 
afkedbim to relate the occurrences that had hap? 
pened in the eourfe of his journey. Saul told hiin 
of his going to the prophet ; but did not chufe tp 
mention a fyllable of his elevation to the throne, 
left, if believed, it fhould produce the envy, if nof 
the cenfure, of the people. 
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Thus was Saul appointed Icing 5 butirhen it was 
only between Samuel and himfelf. To make, 
therefore, his appointment and inauguration more 




By this if appears that Saul's employment, according to the 
manners of the prcfent age, was but of a mean nature; but it is to be 
oSferve*! that, in ancient times, every thino; which pertained to a rural 
life v/.ts sleemcil lionourahle. Even heroes and princes kept flocks; 
anil furh , indeed, was the occupations of i!ic patriarchs. The Scripture 
fueaks of a prince defee tided from Efau, who kept the aflcsof his father, 



Gen, xxxvi. 24. AfTcs were a confidcrable part of the peoples pof* 
fefiions iji Jndea, and per fons of the firft dilim&ton there commorif 
rode on them. 

(If) Ramah was a city of Benjamin, Taunted between Gaba ani 
Bethel, fix miles to the north of Jerufatcm. I: was in being in the fi#* 
ol St. Jerome, hrt was then only a poor village. 
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public? Samuel convened anaflembly of the people 
atMizpeh ; and when they were gathered together, 
he addrefled them in words to the following effedt : 
< c I am commanded, by God himfelf, to inform 
you, that it was he who not only delivered you 
46 out of Egyptian bondage, but alio repeatedly 
u refcued you from the hands of your enemies. In 
6C return for which you have been fo ungrateful as 
u to (hake off his authority, by infilling to have a 
** king of your own choice ; a king who will rule 
«* over you with tyrannical fway, and treat you 
< c with luch indignation and cruelty, as if himfelf 
"'did not belong to the fame fpecies. But fince ye ; 
" are refolved to have a king, divide yoiirfelyes by 
" your tribes and families, and then cafb lots, who 
<c lhall be the man." The Ifraelites did as Samuel 
directed, and the lot of the tribe fell upon. Benja- 
Iis nrin ; that of the families upon Matri j an4 > y ben 

chofcaby they came to try it perfonally, the lot. fell upon 

to- Saul, the fon of Kifh. 

* 

» ■ 

Saul, knowing what' buiinefs was in hand, had 
concealed himfelf from a fenfe. of mod efty ; but be- 
ing at length found^ he was brought before the 
' people who were highly pleafed with his majeftic 
deportment, and the graces of hisperfon. Samuel, 

addreffing himfelf to the multitude, (aid, " This is 
he whom Godhath appointed to be your kiug : look 
at him, and behold in his perfbn how well he is 
qualified for fuch. an honour/' On this the people 
univerfally fhouted, u God fave the king, 
muel hereupon .(haying preyioufly written down 
f c$ every thing that was to happen) related the fame to 

ct£fe- P eo P^ e before Saul ; after which he placed the 
° n " book in the tabernacle of God, there to remain as 



prefcuts 
ihcirking. 
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This bufineis being over., Samuel went to Ramah, 
and Saul tq,Qibeah [a)\ the place of his nativity. He 
was. accompanied by the principal peopje of. the dif- 
ferent tribes,* who congratulated him on his accef- 
fioii to the throne with the loudeft acclamations. 
Indeed, he had the good wiflies of all the people, 
except fome fe!w diforderly perfons^ who disapprov- 
ed of the choice* and, in pure contempt,- refufed to 
make him theufiial prefents ; which Saul could not 
but perceive, though, in point of prudence^ he 
thought proper, for that: time j not to notice the 
.circumftance. : . . ii 1 - 
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v Saul had.not been many days on the throne, when 
an opportunity . offered for him to fhew his reg^l au- 
ixpcdition thority. Nahafh, king of .the Ammonites, head- 
tof ofthc * n S a powerful! army, had committed various out- 
Amfionitw rages, in different parts on the other fide the river 

Jordan. He not only deftroyed thofe cities and 
towns of the Ifraelites, but exercifed the moft cruel 
Tie Am- barbarities on the poor captives, ordering them to 
Sj£ bepuni/hedwith the lo(s:of their right eye (J>)J At 
p^out length he laid fiege to? Jabefh, the capital city of 
tyeio^the the Gileadites ; and fent a fiimmons to the inhabi- 

uLe tants > that if they did not deliver up the place, and 
ty c ' fubmit to the lofs of their right eyes,V he would im- 
Naiaih mediately reduce the whole to aflles* After fome 
r ™Giiel- confiiltatibn" the inhabitants returned for ahfwer, 
iitcito that they defired only feveri day is to fend to their 
mca^r. f r j en j s f or re lief, and if they did not receive any 

in that time, they \vould either furrenderthemfelyes 
up, or Hand a conteft..' Nahafli looked on the Ifrael- 
ites in fo contemptible a light, and thought himfelf 
fo fecure of reducing thejn at difcretipn, thai; be 



granted 



itcs a 



r • 



Gibeah 



3 Sauf, them immediate (uccour, that they might be ena- 
bled to defend themfelves againft the power of their 
enemies. 
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vfters a powerful army.. Adyangcs and pUajns $ 
complete vittory over the Ammonites. Acquires gtiry 



by his prowefs. 



fecond 



Samuel vindicates his condutt; in a g 
Delivers a charge to the people. 



aieral appeal. 
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critical fituation, Saul was feized with a pro.- 
phe.tic fpirit, and Xent back the meflengers to ja- 

befli with a promife of affiftance in three day s when 
they fhpuld overcome their enemies . before thes ril- 
ing of the fun. Being defirous of inclining the 
minds of the people, towards this war, : (through f c^r 
of the lofles they fhould othcrwi^fe fuftain) , he cut 
the; fi^ews of his own pxen, and threatened to dp 
the fame to all fuck as did not the next day appear 
in arms at the river Jordan, and then follow him 

ancLSanmel wherever, they fhouldjead them. By 
thefe means he raifed an army of 700,000 men, - be- 

fides 70,poo more of the tribe of Judah. With^tbis 
army he marched againft the Ammonites, -ajid di- 
viding the whole into three companies, they ftll on 
the befiegers before day-light. After afliort conteit 
the Ammonites were totally routed, and the greater 
partflain. amonir whom was Nahafli their leader. 



He rnuftcrt 
a rooft for- 
midable 
army. 



Sanl Je- 
feats the 

^ 

army of 
Nahash. 
who falls 
blrofclf ia 
the adion. 



This victory and the deliverance it procured 
from a barbarous and infulting. enemy, raifed the 
reputation of Saul to.fo great a degree, that fome of 
the people (recolle&ing the indignities put on him 
at his coronation) were in the height of their zeal, 
for haying them immediately puniflicd with deatli ; 
butSau<l .very prudently oppofed the motion, and 
exprefTed- his avcrfion at having the glories of 
that day fullied with the blood of any of his fub- 
jects. . * 

Frottx this victory, however, Samnel took occa- 
fiqjd'to giye thofe,, ? who had hitherto refufed their 
allegiance, an opportunity of coming in, and recog- 
nizing the king. For this purpofe he convened a 
gener al aiTfimbly of the people of Gil gal , when Saul 
was again anointed king > and his right to the throne His regal 
fully eftablifhed. Thus was the government of the ^ h n °^J 




der the name qf judges. 



again pr 
claimed 
king. 



r Samuel was at this time to refign the government 
entirely intp the hands of Saul, tfe therefore made Sam " cl £ c - 
a fpeech to the people on the occaiion, in which, the intern- 
after vindicating himfelf from, any mifcondud: du- **£j u &* 40 
ring his adminiftration, he thus reminded them the peopl« 
of their trantereffions arid difobedience to God: * 
cC *What (fays he) fhould you choofe another king 
for, after the experience of fomany fignal mercies, 
and miraculous deliverances, while you were under 
God's protection, and owned him for your go- 
vernor ? You have forgot the circumftance of Ja*> 
cob's coming into Egypt with only feventy men in 
his train, and purely for want of bread ; how God • 
provided for them, and in what manner, by his 
bleffing. they were relieved. You have forgot.$he 
flavery to which they were fubjedted, till, from their 
cries , and fiipplications, God refcued them by the 
hands of Mofes and Aaron, and brought them into 
the land they now poffefs. How can you be fo un-Reproacha 
grateful now, after fo many diftinguiflied benefits in^-T 1 * 
received, as to depart from your allegiance to your tude. 
Divine proteftor ? How often have you fallen into 
the hands of your enemies for your apoftacy and 
difobedience, and as often reftored to God's favour 
and your liberty, by humiliation and repentance ! 
Who was it that gave you victory ^over ally ouir ene- 
mies but God ? It was not by the power of kings, 



(a) Gibeah was a city of the tribe of Benjamin, lying north of Jeru- 
salem about twenty or thirty furlongs, and built upon a hill, as its name 
imporrs. This city is celebrated upon fcveral occasions. It gave birth 
to Saul the firft king of Ifrael ; for which rcafon it is frequently called 
Gibeah of Saul, or Gibeah the native country of Saul. 

(&) As the manner of fighting in thofe days, was chiefly with bows 

No, 8. 
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and arrows, fword and'lhield, the lofs of the right eye would have dif* 
enabled.them from doing either. It is probable, fuch was the natural 
cruelty of his difpofition, that he would have demanded the lofs of both 
their eye's, had it not been for this political reafon, namely, that in fuch 
cafe'; the/Vvould have been utterly incapable of rendering him any fcr- 
vicc, or paying any tribute. 
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tntt under the conduft of Jcphtha and Gideon. 
What madnefs, then, has polfeHed you, to give up 
an heavenly governor for an earthly one. However, 
you have aiked for a king and a king you have got : 
but to convince you how the Almighty is offended 
at your conduct I do now beg from heaven, as a 
teftimony of the truth of what I fay, that fuch a 
tempeft may tliis inftant fall as was never before 
feeii by maui" 



The only alternative Saul now had, was, cither to 
attempt defending himfelf againftthe Philiftines, or 
quietly fubmit to their fuperior power. After Tome 
deliberation, he determined on the former, and, for 
thatpurpofe, (taking with him his fon Jonathan), 
marched with his army, conliHingonly of 600 men, 
towards the enemy . It is to be oMerved, that SauPs 
troops were badly armed j for the Philiftines, hav- 
ing made themselves mafters of various parts of 
the country, had prohibited the people from mak- 
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The truth 
of what 
Samuel tie* 
livercj, is 
arretted by 
wamlcviul 
f>ro*t: 



No homier had Samuel uttered thefe iaft words, ingany ufc of iron, as before obferved. 
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than there fell fuch a violent ftorm of thunder, light- 
ning, and hail, as almoft to pronounce a general 
diilolutionof nature. An univerfal terror took place 
among the people: (hey dire&ly acknowledged 
their tranf<rreflions, and entreated. Samuel to inter- 
cede with the. Almighty to pardon their fins., Sa- 
muel not only promifed to comply with their re- 
queft,' but to affift them with., his beft inffrudions, 
fo long as they adhered to the bbfervatiqn of God's 
laws ; but at the.fame time told themj if they de£- 
pifed his inftrudtions, not only they, but alfo their 
kin<r would be infallibly deftroyed. Having faid 
this, Samuel difmiffed the aflembly, and immedi- 
ately retired- 

CHAP. VII. 
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Jonathan, the fun of Saul jjignalizes himfelf by obtaining a 
conqueji over the P hi li (tines. Saul, by precipitate condpB r 
incurs the Divine difpleafure. His exploits and progeny. 
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!Sara.sm. A FTEI1 Saul had defeated the Ammonites, he 

l\ difbanded his army, retaining only three thou- 
sand, two of which he kept for his body guard, 
and the other thoufand he appointed to attend on his 
fon Jonathan, who was a prince of grea,t bravery,, 
and had cut off a garrifon of. the Philiftines at Gi- 
beah. Whenever the Philiftines gained an advan- 

ThePWi f ta 8 e over tk e Jews? they notonly, difarmed them,, 
tin« de- " but forbade them the ufe of iron in. any .cafe what- 

Hebrcw5 C of ev ^ r > ^° that they were under a neceflity of apply-, 
the ufc of ing to the Philiftine artificers for all riecelfaries in 
iroa - that branch. 



Raifca P o«r T ^ e Philiftines, refolving tQ ojipofe the Ifraelites, 
crfuiaimy.raifed a powerful army confifting of 3000 chariots, 

with which they marched againft them, and en- 
camped near a place called Michniafti.. The He- 
brew army , whieh was appointed to rendezvous at 
Gilgal, came in but very flowly ; and of thofe that 
did, many were fo faint-hearted as to fecrete them- 
felves in rocks and caves ; while others, from the 
mere apprehenfion of danger, retired bey ond the ri- 
ver Jordan. In fliort, not only the people but even 



SiVtcin" ^ au * himfelf was greatly intimidated, and the more 
oTicd." fo on the account of Samuel, whom they expe<5ted, 



not being yet come. Saul, therefore, fearing the 
enemy (hould fall on hini before he had addrefTed 
fc™iticeT S hi m lelf to God for fuccefs, ordered facrifices to be 
without made ; and the burnt-offering was but juft finiflied 

Sr rr w hen Samuel arrived. 



Is repre- 
hended by 

Samuel. 



When Samuel found what Saul had done, he re- 
prehended him for hiscondudt, in having offered a t 
• lacrifice to God in his ab fence. Saul endeavoured 
to excufe hinifelf, by faying his people were fo in- 
timidated, on hearing the enemy had marched to- 
wards Gilgal, that he found it neceffary to be ex- 
peditious in his motions, left they fhould entirely 
defert him. To this the prophet replied, 44 It would 
" have been better for you. to have followed my 
" advice, and not have atfted derogatory to the 
. a will of the Divine Being, who otherwile would 

i^Torhis C C C haveeftablilhed the government in you and.your 
Wngiora! " pofterity." After this Samuel departed, highly 

offended at what Saul had done. 



Threaten 
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When Saul's army came near that of the Philif- 
tines, he, together with his fon Jonathan, and 
Ahiah, the high prieft, afcended a fteep rock, where 
they had a full view of the enemy unperceived. , On 
this Jonathan, taking afide his armour-bearer, 
afked him how; far he would aflift him. in a bold 

■ * ■ 

enterprize for the redemption of his country ? To . ' 
which the armour-bearer anfwered, with an oath, 
that he would, however datigerous the fituaii'on, i 
ftand by him, to the. Iaft extremity. Jonathan then ^ 
made a propofition, which was immediately agreed uti 
to, that he, and his armour-bearer, flioula endea- t a e ^^ 
vour fecretly to get into the enemy's camp, and, if attack^ H 
they fucceded, fall violently on the Philiftines, and gSj 
thereby throw them into immediate confulion. j>«tfci^ 
This defign was, with great difficulty carried into ^j V 
execution. . They .got into the camp of the Philif- 
tmcs,atatime when tfltey were allatrelt,and noways kuu 
apprehenitiyc of danger. Jonathan an^ his arniour- ^tf 
bearer,,, took proper advantage.of this favourable Sa Jl 
opportunity, and-immediately falling on the Philif- hiiofi 
tines, put upwards of twenty to the fvvord, %\hich^ s f 
occafioned fuch an univerfal confufion, that theprizt: 
Philiftines, miftaking friends for foes, deftroyed a?^* 
eacji other (a). f< Intimation of this being given to d f cnl rjP», 
Saul, and the news circulated among the general plu^ 
body, of the Ifraelites, thofe who had fecreted . them- ^j^jj 
felves.. through fear, immediately came from their ihn^i 
hiding-places and Saul havifcg .foori muftered 
together his army, marched agamlr the Philif- 
tines',. and fell on thqm with fuch fury> that they 
were totally defeated J 

Saul was fo elated at this fuccefs^ and fo fully 
determined, if poflible, to extirpate the Philiftines?/ 
that he denounced a heavy curfe on every Hebrevf-Deno 
who fhould lofe time from purfuing the enein^^^ 1 
even to eat or drink, tilLnight fhould put a period 
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to the flaughter. It happened that Jonathan, who 
was a ftranger to the maledi&ion,in paffing through 
a wood, found a honey-comb, and being greatly 
fatigued, he took a piece, and fucked it. He fooA, 
after repeated this rcfrefhment in the prefence of 
feveral people, who reprehended liim for his con- J ; ijj 
dudt, in violating his father's orders ; upon which His fotf 
Jonathan immediately defifted ; but laid, thatSaiil S!rtif 
had committed a great indifcretion in prohibiting 
fuch a thing j for had the men been refrefhed by * 
eating, they would, have purlued the enemy with \* 
more vigour, and took captive, or put to the fword, 
a much greater number; 

After the Ifraelites had purfued the Philiftines till 

night, andflain many thoufands, tliey returned to brevi^ 

feize their camp, in which they found abundance of 

fpoil, and withal many fheep, which the foldiers caul" * 

flew and eat, together with the blood. This being ^ 

an offence againft the liaws, the Levites com- J$*$t 

plained of it to the king, who ordered a large ftone bread 

to be placed in the middle of the camp ; the beafts 

to be killed on that ftone, and the flefh not to be Hood, ; 

eaten till^the blood had been properly drained from 

it. being a thing contradictory to the exprefs com- 
mand of God. This decree w^s. readily obeyed ; the fiA. 

and Saul eredted an altar, on which ! he. offered fa* 
crifices to God for his late fuccefs. ^ , cri ? rt ? 
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(a) How Jonathan and his armour-bearer only could put the whole 
army of the PhUHHnes into fo univerfal a conftcrnation, appears, atlirft 
light very extraordinary ; but when we confider, that they climbed up a 
way never attempted before; that they furprifed the enemy nnawars, 
and perhaps when the greatelt part or* them were aflccp; that this army, 
bring compwfed of different nations, might entertain jealoufics* and 
fufpicioiii of each other; and that the darkuefs of the night, might 



make them apprehend the whole body of the Ifraelites was come upon 
them at once, the fright of the Philiftines is not fo very furprifing: and 
when we add to all this, what is not improbable, that God might, 
at this inftant, infnfc a panic fear into the whole hoft, our wonder will be 
turned into praife and adoration of that powerful Being, who when he 
fees fit, can make the greatcft heroes tremble, and put to flight the moll 
formidable armies-. 
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Saul being defirous of improving this vi&ory, 
thought it advifable to follow the blow by purlu- 
in£ thofc who had efcaj*ed, and falling on them 
before they could have time to grow formidable by 
numbers. But previous to his making this attempt, 
he delired the high-prieft to confult the will of God 
on his intentions. This was accordingly done, 
when the high-pried returned for anfwer, 44 That 
* 4 God was unwilling to fatisfy his defire at this 
44 time." Saul then (aid, 44 There is fomc caufc 
44 why God doth not reveal his oracle to us when we 
44 afk it feeing that he has heretofore been fo axaci- 

them 
e fe- 



44 ous as to prevent our requeft by grantin 
" beforehand. 




There has been certainly tot 
<c cret (in committed againft him that occafionsthis 
44 filence, and I am determined,. if polfible^ to find 
44 it out. Now I fwear, by the Supreme Majefty of 
Saijnakcs u heaven, that whoever fhall befound to.be the 
uabvovr. cc tranfgreflbr, my fon Jonathan, not excepted, his 

44 life /hall anfwer for it." 

■ 
> 

'f When the multitude heard this they unanimoufly 

agreed to undergo the examination, and, for that 
purpofe, immediately aflembled at one fpot, Saul 

In order 



dire&ioh of God; and that as the Almighty had 
been pleafed to make him king, in preference to all 
others, it was his duty to obey his Divine com-*' ' 
mands, which were as follow : 4 * That whereas the * 
44 Amalekites had treated the Hebrews with great 
44 cruelty when they were come out of Egypt into. 
" the land they then poflefled," it was the will of 
God that he fhould immediately declare war a- 
ainft them; and that, upon fubduing theni, he 
(hould not only put to the fw ord. every man, wo- 
man and child, but that he fhould alfo deftroy 
their cattle and Jhcep . That they (hould not take Stnmele* 
44 to themfelves any part of the fpoil, but that the {od^lroy 
44 whole fhould be dedicated to God is one common theAnu- 
" facrifice. That the very name of Amalek fhould Ukitw# 
44 be razed from mankind, according to the .com- 
44 mand p'f Mofes ; and all this as ajufl vengeance 

44 for the repeated calamities they had brought o 
44 thclfraelites." ' 



cc 



- « 
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and Jonathan ftanding near each other, 
to difcover the offender-, lots were drawn, when, be- 
hold, it fell upon Jonathan, who was accordingly 
Whan declared the guilty perfon. On this Saul alked 
Idedarcd him, in the hearing of the people, what fin he had 
tte ofta- committed, and in what part of his life he had been 
, sruilty of any wickednefs or impictv ? To this To- 



■ 



guilty or any 
nathun replied, 



impiety 

44 1 have been guilty of no- other 
* 4 crime than only tafting yeftcrday," as I purfued 
4t the enemy, a little honey ; and. this I did, not 
" knowing your decree to the contrary Saul an- 
swered , 4< Though my kindred aqd relations are 
41 dear to me, yet they are but trifling to the obli- 

44 gation I lay under to fulfil the vow 1 haye : made . II £m££cZ of the defeat. 
4# As you, therefore, are thetranfgreflor, you. muft I 



Saul promifed Samuel that thefe injunctions 
fhould be.ftri&ly obeyed, and that he would imme- 
diately fet about carrying them into execution. He 
accordingly drew together his forces, whichhe re- 
viewed at'Gilgal, and found them to confift of 
40^000^ befides 30,000 belonging to the tribe of 

Judah. 1 « 

* 4 

* • / 

With this army Saul marched into the country 
of the Amalekites, and placing feyeral of his com- 
panies in ambufcade, they fuddenly fell on the in- 
habitants, and put every on« to thefword; After 
this he marched againft the main body of thq ene- 
my, when a defperate battle enfued in which Saul i ckitcsare 
was victorious ; and fuchof the Amalekites as did totaiivd* 
not fall in the battle, were purfued and killed ; fo * caccd " 
that not a fingle perfon was left to convey the in- 



The A ma- 



44 make atonement by the forfeiture^of your life. 0 
fefather Jonathan, inftead of being in the Teaft dismayed at 
J J £ the appreheritions of death, told his father,' with a 
tadeaifa, brave and generous rcfolution, that he defired not 

to be forgiven. cc That, death (fays he) fhall be 
14 welcome to me that acquits my father of the.ob- 
fowtWf 44 ligation of a religious vow. I have lived long 
rehire ac- 4 * enough, fince I have lived to fee the pride and 

down by the 

carry' me in 



San! difo- 

bev§ the 

Divine 



^efceact. « ifjffolenfce of the Philiftines brought 

44 Hebrews ; and this reflexion will 



peace to my grave 



When the people heard Jonathan fay this, they 
i were greatly affefted, and fvvore they would not 
i fuffcr him die, who was the principle caufe of 
; their late glorious vidlory. In confequence of this 
oath Jonathan's life was prefcrved ; and the people 
unanimoufly fupplicated God, in the molt fervent 
J^rk manner, that he wold be pleafed to pardon theof- 
Sf fence he Ijad unintentionally committed. 

fjona. 



rifhing family* 



After this viAory Saul returned to Gilgal, and 
reigned very happily, acquitting himfelf with great 
reputation in all his military exploits againft the 
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Philiftines, and the 
Edomites. He had, indeed, a very large and flou- 

^ v . Abinoam, the daughter of Ahi- 

:diiri haaz, washis wife ; Jonathan, Joflma, and Mclchi- 
fliui, were his fons ; Michal and Merab his daugh- 
' tei^s ; and Abner, his coufin-german, was general 
of his forces. He kept a great number of chariots 
and borfemen ; and whatever enemy he attacked, 
his endeavours were crowned with fuccefs. His 
body guards, of whichhe had great numbers, were* 
the tailed and handfomeft men that could be fe- 
le&ed ; and he kept his court in the moft fplendid 
manner. In fhort, he advanced the Ifraelitcs to the 
higheft pitch of glory for their, martial exploits, 
and made them fo formidable as to be a perpetual 
dread to their enemies. 



'pro- 



CHAP. -VIII. 

Saul is commanded by the prophet to extirpate the Ama- 
lekites. Difobe'ys by laving Agag y their king. Is 
f unified for his difobedtence. 



▼ ▼ muel 

lie Vin/1 o 



■ 

the Ifraelitcs were thus fituated, Sa- 
went to Saul at Gilgal, and told him 



Saul having thus far fucceeded in executing his 
commiflion, proceeded : to inveft the cities of the 
Amalekites, fbme of which he took by ftorm, fomc 
by mining and others by ftratagem. At length he 
reduced the whole of their towns, and put all the 
inhabitants to the fword, except Agago their king, 
whom he was induced to preferve on account of the 
comclinefs of his perfon. In this Saul difobeyed 
the Divine commands ; for the Amalekites had 
made themfelves fo abominable in the fight of hea- 
ven, that God; had ordered him to deftroy ail, and 
not fufFer a fingle perfon to cxift. The foldiers 
likewife made a breach on the Divine commands, 
by driving away many of the cattle and fheep, and 
preferving, for t their own ufc, the moft valuable 
articles, 

* • 

In this expedition Saiillaid vvafte the whole coun- 
try of the Amalekites, from Pelulium, on the bor- 
ders of Egypt, to the Red Sea, leaving only the The site- 
Shechemites in the land of Midian. Previous to fp^ cs 
the commencement of the war, he had fent orders 
to thofe people not to join with the Amalekites, 
but rather to retire, left they fhould fall in the ge- 
neral deftrufltion that was to take place. The in- 
dulgence fhewn thefe people was out of refpe&ta 
Moles, whofc father-in-law Jethro, was a Sheche- 
mitc. 

■ 

Saul, having ravaged the whole country of the 
Amalekites, returned with his army to Gilgai, 
highly pleafed with what he had done, not refleft- 
ing that he was deficient in the injundions laid on 
him before he went on the expedition. His fparing 
the life of Agag, and the people converting the 
fpoil to their ownufe, being two articles exprefsly 
forbidden in his commilfion, gave great offence to 
the Almighty, who was pleafed to declare to Sa- 
muel, that he lamented having made Saul king, 
feeing, thatinftead of doing what he had been com- ^ 
manded, he was determined to take the power out' * 
of his hands, by doing as he pleafed. * 

Samuel was fo afHi&ed in his mind at this intel- 
ligence, that he fpent the whole night in fervent 
prayers and interceffions to God, that he would 
pardon the offence Saul had commuted. But the 
Almighty, inftead of granting his requeft, gave 

him an anfwer to this effedl : fcC That it would be 
cc „ — 1 — ^ - 
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5*nnuel in- 
tercedes in 
behalf of 

Saul, bin 

without 

effect. 



^ nature, as the pardoning of one offence would 
be only an encouragement for the eommiffion of 
" another." 

■ 

When Samuel found his prayers ineffectual, and 
that God was fo difpleafed as not to be moved in 
favour of Saul, he was greatly grieved, and went 
the next morning to Gil gal, to communicate the 
melancholy intelligence to the king. As foon as 
Saul faw Samuel, he ran to* meet him, and embra- 
cing him in his arms, faid,- cc I return thanks to God 
" for having given me the victory. Moreover,,!. 
" have performed all that he enjoined me to do." 
To this Samuel replied, " How comes it then, that 
u I hear the bleating of fheep, and the lowing of 
<c oxen ?" Saul anfwered,- " Thofe were only fome 
" beafts the people had refer ved for facrifices ; and 
" that he had deftroyed all the Amalekites, except 
" ^gag, their king, whom he kept prifoner till ht 
ci might have advice what fhould be done with 
" him." " God (fays Samuel) delights not in fa- 
c< crifices, but in the righteoufnefs of good andjuft 
" men, that is to fay, iuch as obferve his holy will, 
tc and keep his commandments. He does not con- 
fider the facrifice but the obedience j without 
" which all oblations are of none effe<3:. Know 
" then, Saul, that thou art fallen under God's hea- 
" vy difpleafure, for thenegledt and contempt of 
u his commandments^ What can you fay for your- 
fclf when he calls ydu to account for receiving 
thofe things for facrifices which he exprefsly 
"ordered fhould be totally deftroyed ? For this 
" difobedience you are condemned to lofe your 
<c kingdom, and to be diverted of that power which 
* c was providentially beftowed upon you in prefer- 
cc ence to the reft of mankind." 

When Saul hear^this he made a frank confeflion 

knolvie"w s °f his guilt; but apologized for the condudtof his 
the charge. fbldiers, by faying, " That he was fearful, had he 

prohibited them from taking fome of the fpoil, they 
might have revolted and himfelf been expofed to an 
enraged people. But (fays Saul to Samuel) let 
me prevail on you to endeavour to obtain a pardon 
for me from God ; and if you fhould fucceed, and 
he will be pleafed to grant your requeft, the future 
part of my life fhall be (pent in a llriA obfervance 
of every religious duty, and an inviolable atten- 
tion to his moft holy will." After faying this, Saul 
begged of Samuel, that before he left him, he would 
facrifice to God in his behalf. But Samuel know- 
ing it would be ineffectual, was going toretire, when 
Saul caught hold of his garment to detain him, and 
in the fcuffle it was rent afunder- This circumftance 
Samuel to- was interpreted by Samuel as an omen, that Saul 
thc P rcnd- would lofe his kingdom, and that it would be given 

garment!* to a man °f P* ct y an d juftice. " The fentence 

(fays Samuel) is palled, and it is not with God as 
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Samuel 
convicts 
Saul of re- 
bellion a* 
gsinil Co J, 
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CHAP. IX. 

Sa id having tranfgreffed the Divtne command \ the king* 
dom is transferedj and David anointed and proclaimed 
privately. 

SAMUEL was greatly affli&ed for- the fate of 
Saul : upon which God told him to grieve no isdql 
longer, but to take an horn of oil, and go to Beth- 
lehem to Jefle, the fon of Obed, and anoint one of S_to| 
his Ions, Cvhomhe had appointed, and would difco- "Jj^ 
ver to him, to be king over the Israelites. Samuel of 
expreffed his fears that, on executing his commif- 
fion, Saul would feek his life ; but the Almighty * 
promifinghim fecurity from all danger, he went to 
Bethlehem, where he was received by the people 
with the moft exprellive joy j and on being af ked 
what was the caufe of his coming thither, he an- " 
fwered, u To perform facrifice." 



The ceremony of the facrifice being over, Samuel 
invited Jeffe and his fons to partake of the "feaft 5. s *jH-> 

and as foon as he faw the eldeft, who wasremarka-Mtlefir 
bly handfome, he faid within himfelf, " This is 
to be our king " But Samuel was miftaken ; for on bribing 
alking God whether he fhould anoint him, he^jM 
received an anfwer to this effeA : " God feeth ■ 
4 < not asmanfees. Thoufuppofefthim to be worthy 
" of a kingdom from his outward appearance only j- 
" but fiich honors are not to be beftowed as due 
<c to the merit of a perfon's figure ; they are to be 
" given as a reward for the virtuous qualifications Thet^ 
41 of the mind : wherefore look unto that man £ te, fW 
" who is perfeft in piety and juftice, courage and king, tf 
" meeknefs, virtues which truly conftitute the beau- ;| 

<c ties of the mind." On this Samuel ordered the 




other fons, who were fix in number, to pafs him, 
one by one : and confulting God,, which was to be 
the perfbn anointed, he was anfwered neither. Sa- 
muel then afked Jeffe if he had any more fons. - He 
anfwered, he had one more, whole name was w Da-pafiu* 
vid, and that he was then looking after his fheep. 
Samuel ordered Jeffe immediately to fend for him, fore* 
as they could not fit down to the feaft unlefs he was 
prefent. David was accordingly fent for, and im- 
mediately obeyed the fummons. As he had a 
majeftic countenance, on the firft fight of hnu : Da^« 
Samuel argued with himfelf, this is the perfou^ 
God has appointed to be king. He then placed «j« 
David next to himfelf, and Jeffe, with the reft of JJj 
his fons, in regular order after them. This being. 16,1 % 
done, he took out the oil, and pouring it on 
David's head, faid, C€ By this thou art informed,: 
" that God has been pleafed to appoint thee king 
cc over the Ifraelites. I therefore ftriftly charge 



£■?.* 



as 



[eotl 



The fentence ( " thee to do juftice to the people, and be particu- 
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with men j for his decrees are unchangeable." Saul 
acknowledged his iniquity, and thejuftnefs of the 
punifhmentinflicSed by Providence. He faid, what 
he had committed could not be undone ; and there- 
fore begged Samuel to honour him before the elders 
of the people, and accompany him to worfhip God. 
The prophet yielded to this importunate requeft of 
Saul, and went with him to facrifice ; after which 
Samuel ordered Agag, the king of the Ammonites, 
to be brought before him* As foon as Agag ap- 
peared, he laid, Cf Surely the bitternefs of death is 
paft." To which Samuel replied, " As thy fword 
.flays" Agig has made women childlefs fo fhall thy mother be 
\hl DWine childlefs among women." He then flew Agag witl 
command, his ownhands, and leaving Gilgal went immediately 

to Ramah, the place of his refidence. 



Samuel 



This was the laft interview between Samuel and 
Saul ; the latter of whom, _ 
calamities, retired to his palace~at Gibeah, and 
there fpent his time in penitence and prayer. 



being fcnfible of his 



" larly careful to obferve God's commandments. 
" In doing this, thou fhall reign long and happy : 
" thou fhalt triumph over the Philiftines, and be 
" victorious in all encounters. You fhall live great, ? 
" and die memorable." Having faid this Samuel J-i 
departed, and the fpifit-of God paffed from Saul 
to David (#), the latter was immediately poffeffed S 
of the power of prophecy. 

In the mean time Saul declined more and more 
in God's favour ; and as he was naturally of a timo- 
rous and fufpicious temper an unhappy turn o~ 
mind grew upon him, which at length fettled into 
a confirmed melancholy, of fuch a nature as to be 
frequently attended with violent perturbations,and 
fometimes with aphrenzy . To relieve him in this 
melancholy ftate, fome of his courtiers ad vifed mu- 
fic, as it would moft likely lull his difttfrbed mind 
to reft. They recommended David, the fon of Jeffe, 
not only as a proper mafter of mufic, but likewifc 
as a manpoffeffed of the moft diftinguifhed accom 
plifhments. 




-is 

- » ■ 
■ 
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* 

(a) That is, God was no longer with him to profper and gnidc him ; 
but left him as a piunlhment for his difobedience, to that evil, melan- 
choly, jealous fpirit, which afterwards feems never entirely to have 
left him : an J this evil fpirit of jcaloufy, hatred, and crucliy, will, in 



the nature of things, banifli every princely virtue, and introduce into the 
mind an almoft perpetual gloom, and difpofe thofe who are under the 
unhappy influence of it to the moft unwarrantable and criminal cx* 
cefics. 
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jiofic bf- In eoiifequence of this recommendation David 
ln ?nj3w was fen t tor to court ; and as foon as Saul law him 
amufcS^^vJie was greatly pleafed with the beauty of hisperfon. 
Si*iplr- r When he heard him excrcifehis (kill on the harp, he 
r ofc.j» ^ was perfectly tranfported,iufomiioh,thatit banifhed 
% *° from him all uncafy and melancholy thoughts.' In 

Saul conceived fuch a kindnefs for David 



fes: ft. 
courc 



cc 



Ii held in 
honour by 
£e king. 



fiiort, 

for having cured him of his malady, that he made 
him one of his armour-bearers. When the king 
was better David returned to his brother, aiid at- 
tended to his Hocks. 



CHAP. X- 

The Philiftines make another expedition againft the Hi* 
brews, in the reign of Saul. A Jingle cothbat be- 
tween Goliath and David^ in confequencs of a challenge 
from the former. 

i«mj?vii. r r*p|E Philiftines, having gathered together a cdn- 
is!Urc- J- fiderable army, marched agalrift the Ifraelites, 
DCU w4 am ' pitched their tents between Shecoth and Aze- 
theifhei- kah. In confequence of this Saul drew out his 
m ' men, and placing them on a* mountain, obliged the 

Philiftines to remove, and encamp themfelves on 
another motmtain oppofite the Ifraelites, the valley 
between dividing the two armies. 

Goliath While they Were in this fituation there came from 
duiicagcs the Philiftines one Goliath, a citizen of Gath, a man 
JK!° f remarkable for his prodigious ftature, being nolefs 
brwsro than fix cubits arid a fpari high. He was drefTed in 
fin2l<com * armour, and his coat of mail weighed 5ooofhekels. 

The head of his fpear was; iron, weighing 600 fhe- 
kels; and he carried it on his flioulder. 'iMius ac- 
coutred did this mighty riian march down the hill, 
attended by a troop of armed men; and'placing 
himfelf in the middle of the valley, between the 
two armies, he thus addrefled himfelf. to the Ifrael*- 
: " Ye men of Ifrael, I am come hither* . to do 
c< an office of Humanity, by preventing the lofs of 
" many lives . Why fhould thotifands p£rijfh, when 
ct the difpute niay be determined He tweenronly two 
ct people ? I offer myfelf as a champion for the Phi- 
" liftines : do you choofe Another for my opponent ; 
<c and whoever conquers, the people belonging to 
(€ liim vanquiflied fhall be fubjeft tothofe of the 
" conqueror 1 ft is better to expofe one than fo 
"'many thoufands." Having faid this Goliath re- 
tired, but returned the next day, and repeated His 
challenge, which he continued to do forty days fuc- 
ceftively, the Ifraelitesnot knowing whom to choofe 
for his antagonift. 



Uc. 



ites 



David is 
fcnt to the 
Camp by 

* father. tion of hc Hebrcws# 



In Saul's army were three of the fbns of JefTe, to 
whom their father fent David their brother with rie- 
cefiaries, and to bring him intelligence of the fitua- 

Soon after David arrived at 
the camp Goliath agahf appeared, antt reprdached : 
Dif P ofcdto t ' ie Hebrews with cowardice^ fa^iftg, they had not 
Sh- f ar ^ n * 11 * * n their army that da:re lbttk hiiri in the' face*, 
challenge. David was fo irritated at this, -that he tftld his bro- 
ther he would accept the challenge 1 himfelf. Bit 
^s-Eliab, the eldeftj chaftifed him for his riditriilotts 
tUeibro- prefumption, and told hini togo again to' his fktlfer, 

and attend his fheep. Though David paid ^feat re- 
fpe& to his brother, yet he could riot help repeating 
what he had before faid in the hearing' of thte fol- 
dicrs; which being reported; to the king, hid ftttt 

oidscon ^ or ^im, andalked him whafche^d to fay^ relative 
wfewith'to Goliath ? - David replied, " Great Prince, fear 

a C thc s <C not : I a ™ he who will take down the pride oFthis 
w. " mighty boafter, and make your terrible enemy ap^ 
<c pear ridiculous when they fhall behold himfall by* 

' Saul flood 



• 1 * 

<c Divine affiflance. On a time, wl>ilc I was at- 
c< tending my father's fhecp, a lion fuddenly came 
among the flock, and ran away with a lamb. I 
tc parfued the robber, and having come up with 
u him, refcued the lamb, and put a period to the 
" lion's cxiftence. I had an encounter .of the like 
c< nature with a bear, which proved equally fuc- 
u cefsful. Now I doubt not but I /hall do with 
" this Philiftine as I did with the lion and. bear ; 
u that he fhall no more bid defiance, to the army of 
c< the Ifraelites, or reproach the living God> but 
Ce that he fhall fall a victim, by my means, thro 

the Divine afliftance, to his daring 
" tioft." 



CC 



ough 
prcfump- 



the hand of an* in experienced boy. 

oncHcs am ,^ ze d at the intrepidity of the youth, but did not 
auhobis think it prudent to try the iflue on fo unequal a 
ftSeeha matc ^* David, finding Saul's diffidence, told him, 
geby the combat was not to be confidered as a trial of 



f the Di- ftUlbet ween Goliath and him, but Goliath and God . 
'«aui, " It is not (fays he) my arm that will fight the 

"battle, but the power of a gracious God, who 
" frequently makes the weakeft objects to be iri- 
<c ftniracnts of his Divine pnrpofes. In that God 
u I put my truft, and doubt not but he will prbtcik 
u me, however difficult the tafk in which I engage, 
" having already experienced, in two inllances, his 
No. 3. 



• From the mariner in which this fpeech was de- 
livered, Saul thought David's rcfolution arofenot 
from pi'efumptive courage, but Divine infpiration. 
He therefore faid to. him, " Go, and the Lord be 
" with thee." After which he prepared David f or 
the adlion, by dreffinghim in his own armour, and 
giving him his coat of mail, fword, and helmet. Dl »vM lays 
David, riot having beeri acciiftomed to fuch arms, Su£«c 
found them rather burthenfome than ufeful, and goesonrro 
told Saul they were much fitter for a prince than a I'.ug^rhTit- 
fliepherclj begging, at the fame time, tliat he would {J-!"^ th 
permit hirri to throw them off, and take his own ilcru^iufr 
way. This being granted, David took his fhep- fi^ST 1 
herd's ft a ft, a fling and fivefmooth ftones, and with ftonci. " 
thefe only he advanced towards his antao'onift. 
When Goliath faw David he looked upon him with 
contempt, arid in a deriding manner, faid, " Cbmeft 
Cc thou to fight a foldier or a dog \" To which 
David replied, c< T come to fight neither ; for thou 
" art very unlike the firft, and much worf e than the 
" laft." This fo exafperated Goliath, that he fwore, 
by his gods, he would give David's fiefh to the fowls ■ 
ot the air arid the beafts of the field. David an- 

• *«t ■ ... 

(C 




, u l^ouconle to me with, a fword, a fpear, 
u airid a coat of, mail ; tut I come to you in the name 
ct of the Lord of Hofts, the God of the armies 
" of Ifrael, whom you have defied. This day will 
c< tlie. Lord deliver you into my hand ; and I will 
Cc finite, you and take your head from you, and give 
<c your carcafs to the fowls of the air, and to the 
" wild beafts of the earth, that all the world may 
cc know there is a God in Ifrael. The whole af- 
€C fembly fhall fee that the Lord faveth not with 
u fword and fpear. The battle is his, and he will 
Cv deliver you into our hands.'* 

■ 

* . » 

Goliath advanced toward David with as much ex- 
pedition as the weight of his armour would permit ; Dav i t ] 

at the fame time intimating by his geftures, the ccmcsGo- 
cbriternptible light in which he confidered this al- ftoVc from 
; xrioft defencelefsadverfary. David, puttino- his truft h ' :? , a i n 3» 

• • a'i • i J 1' ' fl 1 " \K to 1 t an tl levers 

in the Almighty , haitened to meet mm, and, when his head 
he thoujo lit himfelf at a proper diftance,he took one f Jf0 J nW f . 
or the itones, put it into his lung, and calt it attne his own 
Philiftine. The ftone went in fuch a direction as to Avora - 
ftrike him, in the forehead, and that with fuch force, 
that he immediately fell proftrate on the ground. 
DavidTeeing this ran directly to Goliath, and taking 
his fword from the.fheath (not having any of his 
. own) flew him,, and cut off his head. 
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. Saul ptir fn'c s ami totally routs the army of the Philis- 
tines* Conceives an envy and jealonfy againft Day id 
for his fuccefs in thc cwibau - Endeavours to cr.fnare 
him by a plot. 
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HEN the Philiftines faw the fate of their lSam xvi{ 
-champion, they were fo chagrined that they ThWhUif- 
immediately betook themfeives to flight. The Ii- t ax"h«i- 
raelitcs availed themfelves of this circumftance, and f^ v ,« c ? 
purfuirigthe Philiftines as far as the fkirts of Gath, 
and the very gates of Afcalon, killed upwards of ^ ch j^ e3t 
30,000, belides wounding double the number. Saul, ™* 1 ei> 
in his return, firft pillaged their camp, and then 
let fire to it ; and David carried the head of Go- 
liath to his tent, and dedicated his fword to the 
Lord. 

This diftinguifhed conqueft raifed the reputation 
of David to the higheft fummit j but at the fame 
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time, it procured him themortalhatrcd of the king. |j c< man will I freely beftow my daughter, which will 
On Saul's return from the victory* lie was met by 
great numbers of women (a) out of every city, who 
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congratulated him on his fuccefs with different forts 

of mulical inftruments j fume of them tinging, Saul 
hath jlain his ihouj 'hails , and David his ten thoufands. 

Saul was fo irritated at this* fupcribr compliment 
paid to David, that lie grew jealous of him, fearful 
left, in time, he might become fo popular among 
the people as to injure him hi the fovereignty . As 
the character David was then in, namely, tha£ of 
armour-bearer, obliged him- to be near the king, 
Saul removed him from this office, and made him 
captain over a thoufand men. This, indeed, was a 
more advantageous office than that of armour- 
bearer ; but Saul's beftowing it on David, did riot 
arife from refpeift to him ; on the contrary, it was 
from a defign againft his life, as he intended to em- 
ploy him in the mdft dangerous enterprizes. 

David, however, efcaped the malicious defigris of 
Saul ; for, having God on his tide, he proved fuc- 
ccfsful in all his undertakings. He became not 
only univerfally beloved by the people, but alfd by 
thofe about the court : and fuch were the graces of 
his perfon, and fo diftinguifhed his conduct, that 
he particularly attracted the notice of Saul's daugh- 
ThcJau»h ter, who o-ave evident fip;ns of her wifhes to form 
concedes with him a matrimonial alliance. Saul took no 

on for Da not * ce nis daughter's affection for David, but did 
vid.° r *" not appear in the leaft averfc to it, thinking to make 

this the means of producing an opportunity that 
misrlit prove effectual to his deficm againft David's 



" be an honour to her, and give nie the molt plcaf* 
" ingfatisfadtion." 



David was fo plcafed with Saul's propofition (not 
fufpc&ing but his intentions were honcft, and only 
calculated to confirm a ftrid: tie of friendfhip) that 
he did not confider the difficulty of the adtion, or 
how far.it was likely to be practicable. He imme- 
diately fet out with his army to meet the enemy, in 
order to execute what was defired, and to obtain 
the king's daughter in marriage. By the afliftance 
and protection of God he fuccecded in the under- 
taking ; and having killed 600 Philiftines, he cut 
offtheir heads and brought them to the king, de- 
manding him to perform the covenant made be- 
tween them relative to his daughter. Saul would 
willingly have evaded the fulfilment of hispromife ; 
but thinking it might difclofe the treachery of his 
heart, he at length complied, and gave David his 
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CHAP. XII. 



ntinues to lay fnares for the life of David, n 
efcapes through the friendly offices of Jonathan 
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life. 



Saul pro- 
mifes Da- 
vid hi? 
daughter 
in marri- 
age, on 
condition 

of bringing 
him the 

heads of 
600 Philif- 
tines. 



After fome confideration Saul Kit upon a project 
for anfwering his purpofes, which was, to make a 
propofition, that whoever brought him the heads of 
600 Philiftines, fhould have his daughter in mar- 
He imagined that David, from his renowned 



nage. 



courage, would not hefitate to accept this offer, 
and that the attempt would coft him his life. 
This he thought the moft decent method of ob- 
taining revenge on David ; as it would look better 
to have him deltroyed by the Philiftines than by his 
exprefs orders. 

Having formed this plan, Saul employed fome of 
his domeftics to found David with relpedl to his 
affedtion for his daughter, and whether he would 
be willing to receive her in marriage. They told 
him he was belovcfd both by the king and people,, 
and that it was Saul's defire he fhould become his 



THE alliance between Saul and David did not 
in the leaft mitigate the enmity of the former 
againft the latter. He found that David grew daily 
more and more the favourite of the people ; and 
thinking himfelf in danger while he lived, he 
formed the rcfolution of having him difpatched, 
and ordered Jonathan his fon, with fome of hismoft 
trufty fervants, to perpetrate the horrid deed. 

Jonathan was thunderftruck when he received 
thefe orders from his father. He loved David as 
his foul, and determined to pervert the bafe defigns 
of the king* He accordingly haftened to David, 
and told him Saul's intentions, advifing him, as he 
loved his life, immediately to retire. " In the mean 
u time (fays he) I will go to my father, and afk 

guft he has taken againft 
"you, and endeavour, as far as lays.in my power, 
" to appeafe his wrath." David knowing the fide- 
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aiuy ui Jonathan, 
departed. 



and immediately 



CHAP. XIII. 



Win-law. " You perhaps, (fays David), may not \\J on fJ an int ^pofesmt& his father in behalf of David. 



" think it any great matter to be the fon-in-law of 
iC a mighty prince ; but, under the circumftances of 
tc my quality and extraction, I amnot vain enough 
" even to think of fuch an honour." 



Effetts a reconciliation, and David 7 s reinftatcment in 
his former office. 
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When Saul's meflengers told him what David had 
faid, he fent them back with thefe inftrudlions : 
cc Tellhim (fays he) I defire neither money or pre- 
" fents : when I part with my daughter fhe fhall be 
c4 beftowed, not lold. I am determined to give her 
" to a man not renowned for his wealth, but his 
courage, and other virtuous accomplifhments. 
Let him only brin<* me the heads of 600 Philif- 
tines, and they will be more acceptable to me. 
than all the poffeffions of the world. On fuch a 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 
cc 



T7*ARLY the next morning, Jonathan went to iSiM 
XL* his father's apartment, and finding him in a 
pleafant humour, he took the opportunity of ful- 
filling the promife he had made to David. u Fa- 
" ther (fays he), I cannot conceive (£) the reafon 
of your having taken fo great a diilike to David, 
<c as to ifiue orders for his death. Has he com-saniw 
cc mitted any offence for which thou thinkeft he vii 
<c deferves to die ? Was not thy life, in a great 
" meafurc preferved through his means ; and have 
<c not the Philiftines felt the force of his avenging 

? Did he not vindicate the honour of our 



arm 



• 1 



(a) It was common, in ancient times, for the women to go out in 
order to meet the conquerors ; and, on fuch cccafions, they fang fongs 
inpraifeof their valour. When they faid that David killed his ten 
thoufands, they meant that he had killed Goliath, who was fo much 
efUemcd among the Philiftines, that his life was reckoned more valua- 
ble than the lives of ten thoufand men. 

(6) Theconducl of Jonathan, not only in this affair, but alfo in va- 
rious others that fuccecded, is highly meritorious. When his father 
ordered him to kill David, he difobeyed the command, and inftead of 
being acceflary to the murdering ot him, pleaded his innocence and 
merit as rcafons for being faved. He difcovered to David his father's 
defign, and fixed rcfolution of deftroying him ; in doing of which he 
neither acted inconfiftent with his duty as a child, or to the allegiance 
he owed bis father asafubject. He who knows of aconfpiracy againfl an 
iemuccm perfon's life, and docth not difcover it, or who kills fuch a one 



tjjanother's infligation or command, is himfelf a murderer ; and no du- 
ty to a father, or allegiance to a prince, can oblige any one to fhed in- 
nocent blood. Jonathan was therefore fo far from acting contrary ro 
his duty and allegiance, in refufing to become his father's inftrumcnt in 
murdering David, that he gave a noble inftancc of filial piety, affeclian, 
and duty, in his repeated endeavours to prcfervc him from fo unnatural 
and atrocious a crime ; and humanity and virtue will ever applaud him 
for the generous concern he exprcfled for the honour of his father, and 
the preicrvation of his friend. It is to be obferved, that Jonathan ever 
coniiders David as an innocent perfon, and pleads for him to his father, 
not as a rebel, or notorious offender* to obtain his pardon, but as a per- 
fon having never done any thing to forfeit Saul's favour, or lofc his own 
life ; and therefore Jonathan muft be commended in difobeying his fa- 
ther's orders and doing all that laid in his power to avert Saul's defigns 
of taking away David's life. 
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m tlic fcandal of a forty days affront in 

njjc of the giant ? Did he not purchafc 



purchafc 



my lifter for his wife at your price, by bringing 
you the heads of 600 Philiftines I Surely, in- 
ftcad of your rcfentmcnt, he is entitled to your 
" eflecm and tendcrnefs, not only by his diftin- 
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guiftied courage, but his clofe alliance with your 
family. Confider with yourfelf what great injury 
<c you will do to your daughter, by making her 
4t fell the mifcries of a widow before fhe has tafted 
<c the enjoyments of a mother. Letmebegof yon, 
cc my dear father, to reflect on thefe things, and to 
be more moderate in your determination. Re- 
member, it was this perfon who relieved you 
tc from bodily complaints of the moft horrid na- 
" ture ; and remember it was him, next under God, 
<c who delivered us from our moft implacable 
" enemies. Thefe are benefits of the moft diftin- 
" guifhed nature, and, if forgot, will ftain your 
u character with the lin of ingratitude." 

This forcible fpcech made fiich an impreffion on 
Saul, that he bound himfelf, by oath, never to do 
any thing more to the injury of David fecretly. 

Jonathan, as foon as poflible, haftedwith the wel- 
come news to David, told him the particulars of all 
that had paffed, and affured him he need not be 
afraid, for his father had made a folemn vow never 
to do him the leaft injury. He then took David 
with him. to court, and prcfenting him to the king, 
a feeming reconciliation took place, and David was 

reinftatcd in his office. 



CHAP. XIV. 

lul, ftitt jealous of David , tries various means to take 
away his life ; but he efcapes, and flies to the prophet 
Samuel. Jonathan forms a league of fri'ehdjbip with 
David, for which he incurs his father's dijpleafure. 
David goes to the city of Nob, and receives protec- 
tion from Ahimelech, the high-prieft. Saul's cruelty 

He purfues David 
from one place to another without effeft. David 
has the opportunity of taking away Saul f s Iife 9 but 
refufes embracing it y for which Saul acknowledges his 
generofity, and ajks forgivenefs. The death of Sa- 
muel. David's interview with Abigail, Nabal's 
wife, whom .he afterwards marries. Achifh, the 
king of Gath, entertains David, and makes him a 
pre fent of the city of Ziglag. David defeats the 
Amalekites, and obtains confider able booty. . 



to Ahimelech and his family. 



The rhi- 



hoftilitici. 



kj David. 



THE Philiftines, having again made war againft 
m the Ifraelites, and brought into the field a very 

Are again confiderablc 2rmy, Saul ordered David to march 
owcomc a U eX p edition to give them battle. David 

obeyed the king's order, and meeting the Philif- 
tines, he fell on them, and obtained a total defeat, 
the greateft part being flain, and the remainder put 
to flight. 

Plcafed with this fuccefs, David haftened to com- 
municate (as he thought) the agreeable news to 
the king. But Saul, mftead of expreffing his fa- 
tisfadtion at the victory, was highly jealous of Da- 
vid's increafing reputation, and imagined that what 
tended to his honour muft be prejudicial to him- 
felf. He forgot the obligations he was under to 
David, and the vow he had fo lately made not 
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with them, for that he fliould fufTcr death as a 
common criminal* 



Michal, David's wife, being apprifed of the king's 
intentions, told her hufhaml the danger be was in, Mfchni ap- 
and that if he did not make his efcape before morn- Su^her 
ing, he would certainly be a dead man. David fedier'iin- 
rcadily took his wife's advice, and, after cmbrac-^S , 
ing each other in the moft tender manner, fhe let ^;" fe - 
him down, by the affiftancc of a rope, from a back in h:* im 
window of the houfe, and not being perceived by cfca P c - 
the guards, he made his efcape. 

As foon as David was departed, Michal made up 
the bed in fuch a manner that it appeared to con- 
tain a fick perfon ; and to make thecleccption great- 
er, fhe placed beneath the covering the liver of a 
goat fhe had flain for the purpofe. Early in the 
morning, when the mefTengcrs alked for David, fhe 
told them he was fick, and had been reftlefs all the 
night. The mefTengers feeming to doubt her word 
fhe took them up ftairs, and they being deceived by 
the motion arifing from the liver, appeared fatisfied, 
left her, and returned to relate the particulars to 
the king. 

Saul, fired with indignation, ordered the mefTen- 
gers immediately to return, and bring David in 
whatever fituation they found him j for he was de- 
termined he fliould be put to death. The meffen- 
gers accordingly returned, and, on removing the 
bed-cloths in fearch of David, difcovercd tlic de- 
ception, and that the motion of the clothes, which 
refemblcd the palpitation of the heart, was occafi- 
oned by the warm liver of the goat. 



When the mefTengers returned to Saul and told S™ 1 re- 
proaches 

his daugh- 
ter, who 
pleads her 
exenfc, ac 

obtains his 
pardon. 



him the trick that had been played on them by Mi- 
chal, he fent for her, and upbraided her for her con- 
duct : but flie exculed herfelf by faying, fhe did it 
through fear, as J)avid had threatened her life : that 
it was not done from choice, hut neceffity ; and that 
flie thought he was not fo anxious for the deftruction 
of David as he was for the prefervation of his daugh- 
ter's life. Saul admitted this excufe, forgave Mi- 
chal, and reftored her to his favour. 

In the mean time David went to the prophet Sa- DavJcln 
muelatRamah, to whom he related all the fhares pHcs'wthe 
that had been laid for him by Saul, and the man- ^aSuc? 
ner in which he had made his efcape. He told Sa- 
muel he was not confeious of having committed the 
leaft offence ; that he had always behaved himfelf 
to the king as became a dutiful fubje<5t ; that, by 
theaffiftance of God, he had repeatedly conquered 
his enemies ; and this l hefeared, was the only caufe 
of the king's difpicafure. 

Samuel, being informed of the unjuft proceedings 
of Saul, left Ramah, aud taking David with him, 
went to a place called Galbaath, (in the fcripture 
Naioth) , where they rcfided together for fome time . 
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, ^ , gratitude ; and he 

again determined to take away the life of David^g 

Samuel and David were, a^d then, taking off his 
upper garment, he lay (as it where in an extafy) on 



When Saul undcrftood where David was, and 
with whom, he dilpatched a body of men to Gal- 
baath, with orders to feize David, and bring him 
immediately to the palace. But when they came to 
Galbaath, where Samuel was teaching andinftrucSt- 
ing the young prophets, they were feized with the 
fpirit of prophecy, and could not return. In con- 
fequence of this Saul fent other mefiengers, and af- The mef- 
ter them others again ; but no fooner did they come Seusw* 
near the place than they were all affe&ed in like man- Saul him- 
ner. Saul, at length, impatient of thefe delays, fcLelwith 
went himfelf ; but as he drew near the place, the *£ C ^ irit 
fpirit of prophecy leizedhim alfo, fo that he went phlcyf 



diforder the phrenfy, he fent for David to play on 
the harp to him. David accordingly obeyed, but, 
while he was tuning the inftrument, Saul fuddenly 
arofe, and taking up a javelin, threw it with all 
his might at David. The javelin luckily miffed 
him, and ftuck in the wall ; upon which David 
haftily left the room, and ran to his own haufc, 
where he continued the remainder of the day. 

In the mean time Saul fent mefTengers, with a 
body of his guards, to watch David's houfe, and 
to prevent his making his efcape, ordering them, 
as foon as it was day-light, to feize and bring him 



the ground all that day and the following night. 

■ 

David took this opportunity of making a private lSam , ^ ... 
vifit to his friend Jonathan, with whom he expo- D » vida P- ? * 
ftulated on the unkind behaviour of his father, Jonathans 
when he had committed no manner of injury or 
injuftice againft him. Jonathan told him not to 
judge raflily, nor to place too much confidence in 
the talcs of other men ; that he was Aire, if his fa- 
ther meant him any harm, he would have made him 
privy to hisintentibns ; and, had that been the cafe, 
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ihould ccilaiiily have told him <#it, ami put 
him on his guard- David then affirmed, with an 
oath, what "lie h id faitl relative to .Saul's unkind- 
lie;;;, and told Jonathan not to be too credulous 
where the life of his friend was at (take. <c It is 
not (fays he) tobc fuppofed that the king, who 
" knows the friemllliip fubfifting between us, flioulcl 
c * over communicate to cither u dclign he may have 

Ci on the life of the other. 1 
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This weighty argument greatly affe&cd Jonathan 
who besnred of David that he would make his mint 



1 

hid 

as caiy as pottible J " For (fays he) whatever fcr- 
vices are in my pov/er to do, you may readily com- 
" niand." To this David replied, " lam very fen- 
Ci iible of your good-will and readinefs to ferve me. 
" Now to-morrow there will be a new moon, and 
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confequently a feftival. At fuch times, you know 
it has been cuftomary for me to fit at meat with 
the king ; biit, if you think well of it, I will 
ero out of the city, and fecrete myfelf in fome 
private place in the fields, where you may come 
" tome when convenient. If the king aflks for me, 
" tell him I am gone to Bethlehem to celebrate the 
" day with my owii tribe, and that I had your per- 
u million. If he fpeaks kindly, take it for certain 
tc he has no malice in his heart againft me ; but if 
" otherwife, depend upon it he bears me a grudge. 
es Fail not to communicate to me the ifiue with all 
tc expedition, as you value the facred and mutual 



league of friendihip formed between us 

Jonathan promifed David he would do everything 
• hedefired, and that, if he found his father had any 
plot againft him, he would be fure to give him 
timely notice. He fealed this declaration with an 
oath that he would leave nothing unattempted, 
which might conduce to his prefervation. cc That 
in"*nav?i " Go ^ (f^yshe) looking up to heaven, who faw 
eiicerinco "all things, and is omniprefent, knows the ut- 
*S nt " molt lecrets of my heart : and here I call that 

" God to witnefs the covenant r make with dice, 




u when I have done this, whether it be for or a- 
u gainit thee, I will not loofe a moment till I have 
" informed thee of it. God himfelf knows how, 
u earneftly I have prayed to him for your fafety. 
" That God is with thee, and will not forfake 



thee; but (whether my father Saul or myfelf 
V fhould prove thy enemy) will keep thee fafe and; 
cc unhurt. Remember the. things I have now told 
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" thee ; and if it fhould be my fate to fuffer death 
" for pleading in your behalf, do you fupply ray 
" place, and acknowledge my fervices, by being a 
<c father to my children." 

Having faid this, Jonathan defired David to re- 
tire to the corner of a certain field : and when he 
had done the bufinefs he had promifed, he. would 
immediately come to him, and make known the 
ifili© by certain tokens. cc I will come (fays he).' : at- 
* 4 tended by a boy, and as foon as I enter thefield, 
<c will (hoot three arrows. If you fee the boy take 
* ; them up, and bring them to me fet your heart at 
cc reft, that all is well ; but if not, take it for graut- 
4C ed you are in danger. However., be afliired of 
cc this, that happen as it may, it fhall be my parti- 
ci cular care you come to no harm I can prevent.." 
Having faitl this, they embraced each other, and 
David departed to the fpot agreed oh for his con- 
cealment. 

w 
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The next day, which was the feaft of the moon, 
Saul purified himfelf according to cuftom, and fat 
down to meat, Jonathan his fon being placed on his 



(a) It is probable that Saul imagined fomething had happened to 
David by which he had been polluted; fuch as ihc touching . a dead 
br> !y, in which cafe it would not have been proper for him to attend on 
this occafion. 

(If) Saul's calling David the fon of JelTe, was fpoke by way of deri- 
fuui, thereby intimating to tliofe who were orcfent, that he defnifed him 
f«»r ih.! mean nef* of his birth, 

{<) The ehy of Nub belonged to the tribe of Benjamin, and was 






he might not be properly circumstanced lor attend- 
ing (/*) ; but mifling him she fecond day, he fternly 
aiked Jonathan what occalioncd the fuu of Jefle (/;) 
tobc abfentfrom the feaft two days together ? Jona- 
than told him, he had given him leave to go the Be th- 
lehem, to feaft with his own tribe on the occafion ; 
that David had entreated his company, and, as he 
knew the friendship he had for him, if he pleafcd he | 
would follow him. This expreflion touched Saul to Sjwi&i 
the quick ; and being no longer able to conceal his v; j£g? 
hatred againft David, he fell into a violent paflion, j^jfj^ 
called Jonathan a traitor, andan.enemy: j # an abettor roDa^,; 
of, and confederate with, David ; ami that he was 
a confpirator againft his own family. " He muft 
" be blind (fays he) who cannotfec that myfelf and 
<c kingdom are in the moft imminent danger while 
cc David lives. I command thee, therefore, imme- 
cc diately to fend iFor him, that he may be brought 
cc to juftice." Jonathan, in a very coot and re- 
fpedful manner, begged his father to tell him Vvhat 
capital crime David had committed j for that he had 
never known him guilty of the leaft difobedierice. 
This queftion threw Saul into fuch a : ragei tlTat he In 
immediately fnatched ; up a javelin,' and would cer- to 
tainly have facf ifiejl Jonathan to hig refentment, 
had he not be^n: prevented by fomc Of his friends 
thenprefent. ; , : , ; . v: .* 



'ft 
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This violent outrage, cpnvuiced Jonathan of his pnuia 
father's hatred to David, and that he was deterr j^^g 
mined to put a period to his life. He quitted the becwo^ 
company as foon as poflible, and retiring to his 
chamber, fpent the whole night in prayer and fup- 
plication for the fafety of his friend. Early the 
next morning he took his bow and arrows, and, 
attended by a boy, went into the fields, under pre- 
tence of fho.p 
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i but, in reality, todifcover to Da- 
on.of. his father,, as had been be- 



fore agreed*. He conveyed the firft intelligence by 
leaving the armour on the ground j after which he 
fent the lad back to the- city, that he might have 
the opportunity of going; to David, and /informing 
him of all that had palled; As foon as Jonathan 
came near to David, the latter fell proftrate at his 

feet, and called him his mighty prefer ver. Jona- 
than immediately railed him from the ground; aird, 
after embracing him, with tears, he told hinr aU that 
had palled between him and his father ; that he 
was implacable, and determinied to deftroy him ; 
and therefore he advifed him to make his efcape 
as faft as pofiible. ■ They then made frefh pro tefta- 
tions to each other:' of perpetual friendihip ; ami 
having again embraced, Jonathan left him, with' 
fervent prayers thatithe 'Divine^ prbtedlion might 
accompany him wherever he went; 
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David^ knowing the neceflity there. 7 was for at " 1 ^ t ^ 
tending to the advice of Jonathan, left the place-l^odti 
is retirement, and went to Nob (r), where, ^t 1 ^**: 
that time,ftood the tabernacle,and whereAhimelech ^ r 

was high-prieft. Not havhig any attendants with* 
him, Ahimelech took notice of iti and aiked hint 
the reafon (d). David told him, he was come tfii- 
very- particular bulinefs, at the exprefs order of the' 
king ; that, as it was of a private nature, he had, for 3 
the prefent, difcharged his train; biit that they 
were to meethinvat a certain time and place he had 
appointed. He then told Ahimelech he was greatly* 
diftrefTed for neceflaries to profecute*. his journey^ 
adU that he fhould confider it as the moft friendfy' 
oWce if he would fupply him with fuch as he want- 
ed. Thisreqiieft the high-prieft chearftflly grant- 
ed ; upon which David told him he would jpreatly 
increafe the obligation, if he would furriifh him 
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fituated about fourleagues from Gibeah, not far from Anarhob. It wa«- 
in the north part of the faccrdotal cities ; and it is probable that Sau! : 
ordered the tabernacle to, be removed from Shiloh to this place. . ] 

(d) From the whole of this affair it is evident that. Ahimelech knew, 
nothing of the circiimflancas of David. Ke was infenfihlc of Sanl*a 
difpleafure againft him, or of his determined rcfoimion to deflroy him ; 
and, therefore, as he was the king's fon-in-hw, he was farprized to fee 
him without any attendants* 
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with a fword/ or fpear, and Tome pieces of arms. 
iti»ekch Th c high i*rieft faid, he had no other arms than the 
$$itnth {word tnat killed Goliath, which was hung up, and 
unfa™ dedicated to God ; and if he chofc to accept that, 
itotionit was at his fervice. (An unfavourable circum- 
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ftance attended this converfation between David 



44 the fon of Jeffe, to whom 'thou not only gaveft 
" vi<ftuals, but armoury to enable hint to lie in wait 
" for my kingdom. Thou well knoweft that he 
u had fecretly withdrawn ' himfelf from; me. to 




^ and Ahinielech, for there happened to be within Jj " avoid that punilhment his treacherous condtift 
ikt con- hearing a fcrvant of Saul's, named Doeg, who was 
JJ^Da- a Syrian by birth, and enjoyed the office of groom 
and to the king.) * .< ; 

J ir Dpcg. David, being provided with neceflaries for a jour- 

• JpjEV ney, and having with him the fword of Goliathy left 

Nob, and' went: to the city of Gath, belonging to 
^Gab" Achilh, king of the Philiftines, He had not been 
wdefca^cj long. here before he vffiis difcovered, and the.king 

informed of his being the perfon who had fo often 
^feigning defeated and deftroyed the Philiftines. Jnconfe- 
<BaJac6, quence of this information David was takeiubefore 

AchHh, when, to avoid the danger that threatened 
him, he feigned madnefs'and an epilepfy, wMch he 
did in fp artfuLa manner, ..that :the king* after re- 
buking the officers, ordered him to he discharged. 
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The next day David left Gath, and took up-his 
refidence in a cave near. Adullam, a town belonging 
to/the tribe of judah. His -friends and relations, 
atoxxii. hearing where he was, came flocking to him> toge- 
ther with many malcontents, arid men of desperate 
fortunes ; the whole amounting to about four hun- 
dred. 



This jun&ion was. very acceptable to David : but 
his mind was greatly diffrefled on account of his 
aged parents, whom he feared would fall victims to 
!. the rage of Saul. He therefore applied to the king 
Atovards of Moab, befeeching. bini to take theni under his 
Sgof protection. . The king readily, complied with his 
Moth. who requeft, received them. with great cordiality, and 
jSl^ treated them with diftin^iflied refpccl;. - 

1 tompany 

t$tj, % : u David continued, with his little army, in the cave 

for fonae time ; till at lengtlxJie was advifed, by the 

{>rophet Gad, who attended him, to return to the 
and of Judah ; which he accordinglyclid, and took 
up his ftation in the foreft of Hareth. 

« 

Saul, being informed of David's lituation, and 
the number of men he had with him, was greatly 
alarmed. He knew his natural intrepidity, and 
was fearful of the confequences. He therefore con- 
vened an afiembly of his friends, captains, and the 
tribe to which he belonged, at Gibeath, who being 
met. he addrefled them as follows : u Ye men of 

he) ye cannot be infenfible of the 
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behaviour 
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14 many good offices I have done you : and that 
u through my means many of you have been ad- 
fC vanced to the hiffheil pbfts of honour. Where- 



u fore, % now afk, whether ye < 
u vours from the hands of the fo 




eater fa- 
l of Jefle than ye 
u have received from me ? I am itiformed that ye 
" are all ready to revolt to him ; and that ye are 
<c countenanced in your condudt by my fon Jona- 
" than. I am no ftrangcr to the folemtj. league and 
tc confederacy between him and David ; nor of 
tc his abetting the caufe of my adverfaries with his 
" power, inter eft, and council. Let me intreat you 
" not to liften to his advice, nor to fufFcr any. of 
u his perfuafions to diredfc your conduct, but be 
ic good fubjects, and you fhould find in me a firm 
<c prote&or." 

As foon as Saul had finiflied his fpeech, Doe 
the groom (who overheardall that palfed between 
David and Ahimelech at Nob) arofe, and related 
the following particulars : u When (fays he) I 
* c went to Ahimelech, the high-prieft, in the city 
*' of Nob, I faw David, who had come thither to 
tiadrcceo. u confult the oracle. Ahimelech furniftied him 
!Mmch?h, <c w ith conveniencies for his journey, and, as an 
nVft Bh U inftrument of defence, gave him the fword with 

cc which he had flain Goliath." 

■ 

In confequence of this declaration, Saul imme- 
diately fent for Ahimelech, and ordered that all his 
relations fhould be brought with him. When the 
high-prieft arrived, Saul addrefled him as follows : 




Doeg in. 
form j 

them of 



u juftly merits/' 

% • • • t . 

Ahimelech did not attempt to deny the chargej 
bXit frankly confelled lie had fupplied David with- 
the articles mentioned. " I did it (fays he) not to 
c< ^ain his efteem, but to promote your fervice, I 
id not receive him as your enemy, blip as the 
c< faithfuleft of your friends and officers ; and what 
" isftillmore, asthefon-in-law of a great fovereign- 
4< How fhould I imagine h5m to be yoxxt enemy op Ahimei«ch 
" whom you have conferred the mbft diftingtiiflied " r ^ s -u^ 

u honours ? It was more reafoqable for me to fup- in hi* own 
Cc pofehimone of your deareft friends. If he con- dcfcn00 ' 
<c - fulted me about the will of Gpd, it is not the 
u firft time he has done it, npr the firft time . I have 
" g}y?T* an anfwer. He told me he came- from 
u yi>u* on bufinefs 6f the moft important nature j 
<c and if I had not relieved liis wants, it would have 
cc been T an indignity to you more, than tp.him. 




^ pedt; The fervice. I did liim v 
4C fpedt to the king's fon-in-law, and the king's mi- 
" litary officer, not to the perfon pr intereft pf 

^ P^vid,- 

- • » * • - 
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The endeavours of Ahimelech to juftify his con- 
duct to David availed little with Saul, who, as foon 
"as he had firiifhed, ordered him and all his family tQ , 
be put to the fword. The guards, who ftood by, 
and heard the high-prieft's defence, rcfufed to exe- 
cute the royal orders, thinking^t an aft of the moft 
facrilegious nature. In confequence of this the Bit family, 
king Commiffioned Doeg, Ahimelech's accufer, to ^ to^? 

Eerform the bloody deed.- He made not the leaft command, 
efitation to execute the royaj commands, but, be- hwgrlom, 
ginning with Ahimelech, flew him and his family, 
the whole amounting: to 3 85 perfons. Not fatisfied ' r . faeinha ; 

they found, and afterwards to burn the city to the 
ground. Thus was fulfilled what had been foretold 
by God to Eli, the high-prieft, namely, that his po- 
fterity fhould be deftroyed for the abominable im-« 

pieties of his twp fons, 

a 1 • * 

The enormous cruelty of Saul in extirpating the 
facerdotal race, putting to death both old and 
young, without either pity for the one, or reve-^^f n 
rence for the other ; the deftrpying a city God him- cerdutai 

felfhad honoured with a peculiar privilege, by fet- rac,?T 
ting it apart as a nurfery for priefts and prophets ; 
thefe inhuman violences, I fay, difplay the natural 
corruptnefs of SauPs heart, and point him out to 
us in his juft colours. While men are low, poor, 
fubjecft to laws and penalties, and, in truth, under 
the neceffity of appearing honeft for want of power 
to be wicked, how temperate, juft, humane, nay, 
how religious, do they pretend to be ! they live as if 
they acknowledged a providence, and believed the 
ojnniprefence of an all-feeing God ; but no fooner . - . 
do the v come to an advanced ftation, than thev be^ comment! 



come quite different creatures 



like adlors on the 



ftage, they lay alide their manner with their drefs, fitionor 
and change both the fcene and the perfon, They 
grow proud and imperious, and pay no refpect ei- 
ther to God or man. Inftead of being pious, and 
adminiftering th^t juftice which alone can fecure 
them from detradtioh, they live and a& as if either 
God knew not what they didi or asif their elevation 
placed them above the reach pf Divine juftice. 
When this arrogant vanity is 011 the wing, what 
confufion enfues ! They govern by paflion not rea- 
fon : they unjuftly take t^mbr age at fpme, and be-, 
ftow their favours with partiality to others, They 
endeavour to make the world believe their conduit 
is directed by the will of heaven, though, at the 
fame time, they have not the. leaft thought of futu- 
rity, Thofe.who have done them any lignal fer- 
vicesthey compliment with honours and rewards j 
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fctit then it U in the power of any bale incemKarV 
not only to divert them of their dignities, but alio 
their lives j and all this without trial or even exa- 
mination* This tyranny does not fo much afieA 
the real guilty, who defcrve puni/hment, as it does 
thofc who frequently fuffer on the moll erroneous 
accufations ($/) ' . 

■ 

fere- The different thus ftated between it low and 
^Hcnblc 7 elevated fiuiation, in the fame perfon, is. evidently 
to this cafe manifefted in Saul, the fon of Kifti, who was the 
thfuk * firftking of the Hebrews after the diflblution of the 
iu^cru/ ar ^ ocrac y^ .and taking the adminiftration out of 
cious bari the hands of the judges. On a bare fufpicion of 

fome injury done him By Ahimelechj he not only 
caufed him . together with more than three hundred 
priefts and prophets, to be put to death, but alfo 
their city to be reduced to afhes, and the place, 
which contained the tabernacle of God; to be reh- 
tiered defolatc* 

■ 

Saul's intentions wefre totally to extirpate th<* /a* 
tnily of Ahhnclech ; but it happened that one of his 
fons, named Abiather, fortunately e leaped, and fled 
to David, tb whom he related all the particulars 
relative to his father, and the deftrudtion of his 
kindred • David was greatly afflidted when he heard 
of Saul's cruelty,* ancl the more ifo, as he cbhudered 
himfelf in fome meafure, as the innocent occafion 
of it. l< I thought (fays David) when I law Doeg 
44 at your father's lioule, he would be calumniated 
(C before Sail!, and am forry to find my conje&ures 
" were two well founded, j lament that fo melan- 
<l choly a circumftance jhould have taketi place on 
* c my account} but fear not, Abiather, place your- 

felf under my protection, and I will ihield you 
" from all danger/* 

therhtUf- while Saul was embruingnis hands in the blood 
their "-^of his innocent fubje&s, David was employing his 

iheter^" arms * n t * ie neceflary defence of his country ; for, 
tut of the" hearing the Philiftines had made an incurfion upon 
Ifraditcs. KeJlah, a city of Judah* he went and retrieved the 

place, repulfed the enemy with a great lofs of men, 
and took from them a confiderable booty in cattle* 

* 

The news of this adhon foon reached the cat's of 
Saul, who, fuppofing David would fortify himfelf 
in the town, fent an army toinv^ft it; In the meapi 
time David, havingconfulted the Divine Oracle f 
. andbeinginformed that the inhabitants of the place 
would prove perfidious to him, he left it before the 
arrival of Saul's army, and retired, with his men, 
to a wood in the deferts of Ziph (r). 

Saul, not knowing whither David had fled, could 
not purfue him : but Jonathan, his fbn, havin 
received private intelligence, immediately repaire 
Davjdcon- to jyjj^ an j g avc him all the comfort and encou- 
ragement he could. He aflured him his father's 
malice could never reach him ; that he doubted not 
but the time would come when he fliould fee him 
king of Ifraei ; but that he muft confider fuch 

Renewal ef blefiings were not to be obtained without toil and 
«™, co ? c " hazard. 
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amity be imp between them, and, after embracing each 

other, parted- 
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will 
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They then renewed the league of friend- 



The inhabitants of 2aph were very officious in 
fending intelligence to Saul where David was, and 
told him, if he would fupply them with a proper 



(a) This paragraph (fays a celebrated writer) contains an admirable 
reflection of jofrphus concerning the general wckednefsof men in great 
authority, and the danger they are in of rejecting that regard to jnftice 
and humanity, to Divine Providence and the fear of God, which they 
either really had, or pretend to have, while they were in a lower con- 
dition. It can never be too often perufed by Icings and great men, 
nor bv thofc who expect to obtain fuch elevated dignities among 
mankind, 

(6) This was one of the mod noble adventures of David's life, and 
perhaps the moil extraordinary of any recorded in hiftory. Another 
man, in Divid's place, would have rejoiced at this iimfibn, and perhaps 
encouraged it ; and this both from felf nreferv uion and poliey. Firft f 
brrarfe he had nothing to fear for himfelf, while Saul hid frch in ene- 
my upoa his hands j and, fecondly, bccauTf tip diftrefs of h,is country 



orce, 

hands. 



they would fcrigagc t6 deliver him into his. 




Saul thanked them for the intelligence, 
and immediately fent a body of men to aflilt them 
in the execution of , their intentions, rcfolving foon ffljf* 
tp follow with his whole army* David, being ap- 
prized of the cdnfpirac^ of the Ziphites* bafHed all SST* 
their fchemes, by retiring, with great prccipitatU 
on to a rock in the wildernefs of Maon; 



Saul, having; received intelligence whither David 
had retired, marched againft him, and prefled him 
fo clofc v that the two armies jvere only feparated by 
a narrow valley* Saul's intention was, to encom* 
pals the army, of David, in order to prevent their 
cfcape ; but before he could carry this drfign into 
execution, news was brought that the Philiftines 
had broken in upon the Hebrews, and were ra* 
vaging their country ; fo that Saul was forced to 
drop his .private resentment for the public good, Aa £i 
and to divert his arras another way David, having **&k 
thits efcaped the dangerthat fufrounded him, left 
the rock r and took ihelter, with his .army,: in the*^ 
wildernefs bf Engedii v • 



&1 
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jh the mean time Saul, having defeated the Phi- 
liftines, and received intelligence where David had Afig 
Retired, fcleftf d 5000 • of his choiceft men, and 
marched againft him with the greateft expedition, nm 
David and his men had^conceaied themfelves in a{? ,J 
Cave, which Was verydeep aind Wide, and extended a ©fp 1 
confiderable diftance in length* It happened that j^-J, 
when Saul came^to this cave, he had occafion to 
give aloofe to nature, and, not fufpeding that the: 
place was inhabited, retired from his army, and 
went into it for that purpofe* Oni of David's men 
feeing Saul, and knowing him., communicated the Sad 
intelligence to David, teuing-4um; he had now the ^ 
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livered Saul into his hands 



opportunity of a glorious revenge^ by cutting off^g 
the head of his mortal enemy, for that God had de- ^ 

$4 4 Brit David rejefted «te 
the prppojGtion with abhorrence^ fayirigi God ^ 
" forbid I fliould ftretch forth my hands againft the 
<c Lord's anointed f and onty (to ftew Saul hovt 

much he was inj his. power) went foftly,* and cut dS 
the fkirtof his 



pper garment. 



1 * 



When Saul was gone out of ttie caVe, David foU 
lowed, and called after him. The king^ well know- 
ing the voice, . turned about, when David, with 
great reverence and refpe&, addrefled him in words 
to this effeft : lt What an unhappy thing it is, whea 
<c a g rca * prince fo liftens to tl}p tongues of calum« 
u niators anddetraftors, as tolulpeft the integrity 
" of his tried and moft faithful friends ! It certainly 
Ac would be much more laudable to judge every 
ic man by his works. Words may be falfe as well as 
true ? but demonftration by fadt as infallible. Re- 
lieve me, great king, when I tell you I am a well 
" wifher both tp you and to your family, and yet 
a you make it ypur conftant bufinefs to endeavour 
ic to feck my life. How can you excufe yourfelf 
to God for committing fp_£nprmous a wicked?- 
nefs as to defire the death-of a perfon, who this 
u very day had it in his power to revenge himfelf 
" by depriving you of your exiftence ? I could as 
<c eaJily have taken your head from your Ihoulders, 
" as this piece of ftuff from your mantle, ((hewing 
u the fkirt he had cut off) ; but I had not the heart 
" to commit fo vindidive an a& ; while you, at the 
fifame time, without the leaft fcruplc of confei* 
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wis the likelieft means to bring Saul toreafon, and force him to recall, 
and be reconciled to, his beft companion. But David was governed by 
other than thefe narrow views ; nor fafety nor honour were drfirable to 
him,, purchafed by the diftrefs of his country and his friends. His bofom 
beat with an earned defirc to relieve Keilah ; but it'wa3 notanadventur* 
to be unadvifedly undertaken; and therefore we areafRired, that he 
enquired of God, faying, "Shalt I %o and fmite thefe Philiftines ?" None 
but an hero could put the qucflion, and none but God could folvc it. And^i.V:f" 
the Lord faid unto David, " Co, ar.d fmitc the Philiftines, and favo T % 
Keilah." \: 

(c) This mountainous wild ernefs was within the precincls of the 
tribe of Judah, and on the con fin rs of Edom. It is fnppnfed to have had 
its name from rhe Hebrew word Zcpheth, which fignines pitch, it being 
remarkable lor abounding in that article. 
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" cnecj purfuc mc with a moft injurious perfect!- 
« tion. But let Ood judge between us ; and,*if I 
44 have done any thing, cither in thought or deed, 
« to your detriment, let me be puniincd as I de- 
" fcrvc." 



» ■ 



The graceful and rnodeft manner in which David 
delivered his fpeech, and the circumftancc of his 
{paring the king's life when he had it in his power 
to take it away, made fuch an imp^effion on Saul, 
that he fetched a deep figh, which being anfwered 
by David, the kuljnj&d, u Such lamentations bet- 
c Vter become me thlfflkau. Thou haft been the au- 
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" thor of many good thnPgs to me,- but I of many 
" calamities to thee. You have convinced me, by 
c6 your condu£t,. that yOuare not degenerated from 
u thegoodnefs of your anefcftors, who,- when they 
u . had their enemies in their pow~6r v refufed to take ! 
66 advantage of it, by giving, them their lives and 
" liberty. From the tranfadfcipns'of this dS^.it ap- . 
" pears manifeftly evident that you are defigned by 
" God as the ruler of this kingdom, and that the 



againft her hufband. She ordered her fcrVants to 
pack up two hundred loaves of bread, two bottles 
of wine (<r), five flieep ready drefled, five meafures 

hundred clufters of raiiins, and 



of parched corn, a: 
two hundred cakes of figs. 



With thefc articles, 



' € c whole nation of the Israelites will b^fiibjedt to | " fentsi and^ upon my humble requeft, to pais 
" your government. Wherefore I ha ve?this requeft ; J cC over tKe pffente of my ; huflband, who "h^s fo 
u to make, that you will proinife, on oath,„to for- Jj cc juftlv inc^ted^vour difpleafure*; for there is-nb- 



placed on aflcs, Abigail haltened to meet David, 
who was marching with all fpced* accompanied by 
four hundred of his menj (the -numberbcing now 
increafed to fix hundred, two of which he left be- 

» * 

hind to take care of the baggage) , to put in exe- 
cution his rafti vow J- ' As Toon as' Abigail faw David 
fhe threw herfelf proftrkte ; on the ' ground, an<d 
befought him";to -pafs over the ] words of her /huf- 
band, he being a*24ian» whofe nartie Was fuited "id 
his nature j (Nabal^ in' the Hebrew language, figni- 
fyiiig a foal or madtHaW.)>}Sh& faid, ihie'faw ixottKc 
meflengers that came, begged pardon for-what had 
happened,' and defired ^David ? to give God thanks 
for lending her as tbe inftrumeiit' to Iceep liis hands 
from bfeing ftained with bloodi v'^Be^leafed, Sir, 
c< (faid fhe) I befefech-y'ou, to accept of the ffpod- 
(< will of your poor fervant, with thefe fmallpre- 

" fentsi' and, upon my humble requeft, to pafs 

fo 



" give all the injuries Lhave done yoii ; and that, 
" when you come to .be poflefl'ed of your govern- 
" ment, you will be merciful to my family." 

» 

Saul having obtained this requeft, returned home; 
but David /not choofing to truft to his fair words, r 
kepthimfelf clofein thefaftneffes of the hills 



I Sam. xx v, 
Samuel, 

the pro- 
phet, die j. 



DlTid 
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About this time died the prophet Samuel, ia man 
univerfally i*efpe<3:ed by the Hebrews for his probity 
and virtue. He was buried at Rarnah (a) ; and the 
people teftified their refpedt for him by mourning 
more than theufual time, and celebrating his funeral 
rites with the moft. diftiflguifhed pomp- While 

he lived his a&ions declared hiin born to execute 
juftice, which He adhered, to, in every circumftancc 
of life, with an impartiar hand ^ and on that ac- 
count was particularly beloved of Cod~(£). He 
died in the 98th year of his age ; twelve oi^yhich 
he governed alone, and eighteen in conjun&ion 
with Saul. 

- 

During the time of lamentation for Samuel, Da-; 
vid removed from Engedi, and retired fartherinto 
the wildernefs of Paran, riot far from Maori, where 
he had once before taken up his refidence. 

In the neighbourhood of this place lived aperfbn 
named Nabal, a man naturally of a very ravage* and 
morofe difpofttion. . While David abode in this 
part of the country before, he had taken great care 
to reftrain his men from doing any injury to Na- 
bal's flocks ; and it being now the time of flieep- 
fhcaring (which was always a feafon of great fefti- 
vityand entertainment) he fcrttmefTengers to him, 
requeftiug that, in confideration of the many civi- 
lities he had fhewn him, he would be pleafed to fend. 
fome provifions for the fiijpport of his army. NabaL 



1 



received the meflengers in a very abrupt manner,, 
and, with fome opprobrious refle&ions on David; 
«jr. "h\i?u himfelf, fent them away empty. This treatment 
vowi e ?c. *° e xafperat ed David, that, in the heat of hi& refent- 
teagt, ment, he vowed he would deftrpy all Nabal- s fa-j 

mily oefore the next morning- But he was pre-" 
vented from executing his defign by means of Abi- 
gail, NabaPs wife, (a very beautiful womany an' 1 * 
in temper, quite the reverfe of her hufband) , w" 

Vom T hu d beiI }g informed of what had,pafTed, took the fo 
tagiu lowing expedient to divert David's refentment a- 



* • 



- 

(a) In the time of the emperor Arcadius his remains were removed , 

to Conftaminople, and (as St. Jerome informs us) received, both by * 

the clergy, and laity, with a joy unfpcakable, and honours al moll 
infinite. • • - * 

(if) A late learned writer, in defcrtbing; the character of Samuel, [ 
Jays, ** He was, indeed, while he lived, an excellent governor, and, , 
u through his whole adminiflration, above vanity, corruption, or any 
" private views. Thofe that attend to his life may obferve, that he was 
u modeft without meannefs, mild without weaknefs, firm without obfti- 
" nacy, and fevere without raflinefs." 

(c) It will, at firft view, appear obvious that what is called two 
halts of wine could bear no proportion to the other parts of the prefent, 
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he Vrfy feellAg .USSRfter in which Abigail ad- 
drefled hcrfelfM^)ajJtxd fo wrought upon him, that 
he accepted th?pr^ents. His-indignation was to- 
tally laid afide,. diM" they both parted with 'mutual 
fatisfatftion ; he,^for 'being thuis prevented from 
(heddingof blood j -and flie, for having thus happily 
fucceeded ; in he? embaffv. 
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When Abigar arrived at her home fhe found her 

hufband rioting and drinking ; fo that fhe deferred* 
telling him what had paffed till the next morning. 
But when he came to underftahd : the danger to 

which he had beexi expbfed he wasTo "terrified at 
the >flioughts of it, 'that he luddenly became quite Death of 
ftupid; and continued in that ftate for ten days, NabaL 
when he gave up thie ghoft. 



David, hearing of Nabal's deceafe, fent for Abi- 
gail, 5 and' married her j as he did alfo another wo " David 
mah,:whofc name was Ahinoamy a Jezreelite : for ra arric« 
his firft wife, Michai, had been fome time given by Abigail. 
Saul to Phalti, the fon of Laifli, or Galli 

Sonie time after- this the Zephites (who were 
profefled enemies- "to David) gave information to 
Saul of the place where he and his men were con- 1 
cealed j in confeqUence of which (hotwithftanding Saul 

the folemn promifes Saul had made not to do any 

thing in future to r the injury of David) he headed of David 

3060 men, and, marching with all expedition againft 

him, pitched his tents on thfc mountains of Hacbi- 
lah*; ....... T 
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David having recieved intelligence where Saul's 
army lay encamped, vfrcnt firft privately himfelf to 
reconnoitre it* On the evening of the lame day he 
went again, taking with him his nephew, Abimai, 
and Ahimelech, the Hittite ; who, on their arrival 



at the camp ? found Saul in his tent, with his ge- 
neral Abner, and the guards about him, all faft 



afleep. Abifhai, feeing the king in his bed, an_ 
his fpear by him, would willingly have difpatched 
: him ; but David rcftrained his h^ads, faying, tc He is 
God's king, and therefore only accountable to him 
for his mifdeeds. But, (fays he), that he may be 
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noranfWer the exigencies of David's army, if tbey be underftooJ of 
fuch bottles as are now commonly in ufe with us : But, in thefc eaitern 
countries, they ufed to carry and keep their wine and water in leathern 
vcffcls made on purpofe to hold liquids, which velTels they called bottles* 
Such were the bottles bronght by the Gibeonitcs to Joibua's camp, which 
they faid were worn oat, and torn, in their pretended long journey. 
Sec Jofh. ix. 13. And of fuch as thofe it is not unlikely Our Saviour 
fpeaks, Matth. ix. 17 5 where, in the marginal note of our old Bible, 
bot'les are explained by bags of leather, wherein wine was carried oa 
aflcs or camels. And that two fuch vefTcls as thefc might hold a quan- 
tity of wine proportionable to the reft of the prefenr which Abigail took 
with her, is not to bVdifputed* \ - ' 
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li convinced how jiiuch lie was in my,powcr, I will 
" lake with mc his fpcar, and the pitcher of water 
u from Ills bed-fide. " Having done tins tlicy im- 
mediately left the tent ; and when David had got 
at fuch a diftancc as to be diftindly heard, he called 
aloud unto Abner, who, waking, and dciiring to 
know who was the perfon that called, wasanfwercd, 
4t It is David, the fonof Jcflc : w after which he thus 
ironically upbraided Abner : <c Are not you (faid 
" he) a very proper perfon to be the favourite of a 
" great prince, the general of his army, and the 
" prote&or of his royal perfon ; and, under all 
tc tlicfe obligations, to lie ftretching yourfelf at 



pare thcmfclvcs on the occafion, and to affcmble 
forthwith at Shunem, the place dcligncd for the ge- 
neral meeting of the army. In conlequcncc of this 
rcfolution Achifli acquainted David with his inten- 
tions of taking him and his men with him to aliift 
him again ft the Ifraelitcs. This declaration was far Da?a i 
from being difpleafing to David, who anfwered, he Jf*5§[ 
was ready to perform the duty he owed himfclf ; and *»*V 
farther laid, he hoped the time was now come when Achuk * 
he fliould be able, in fome meafure, to make a re- 
turn for the great fcrvices he liad received at his 
hands. To which Achilh tfifilied, u If we fuccccd 



tiicle obligations, to lie ltretcmng youneir at II u in this battle, Ipromifj 
DarM re- ** eafe, when your matter's life is in danger ? Can j " honours it is in my p 

iirchemk cc vn w t#a T1 w 1mf is hprnmfi of the kinir's (near, nttrl II . 
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" the enemy out of his tent; and from his very bed- 
cc iide, without you or your guards knowing any 
ct thing of the matter ? Whether this arofe from 
tc negledt or treachery is immaterial j. for which 
" ever it was, thou deferveft death. 

Saul, hearing the voice of David, canrie out of liis 
tent, and underftanding the great danger he had 
been in, and that his' life was in^kfethands of the 
very perfon he meant to deftr 
of the goodnefs of David, tha 



thanks for his life. 
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He 
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f never to»nKik# 
farther attempts on his lifei * 

When Saul had done fpealcing, Dayid- defired 
him to fend fome perfon for lii&fjJear and the pitcher 
of water ; after which, he called upon God to judge 
betwixt them, and to bear him witnefs, that, when 
he took them from Saul's bed-iide, he could with as 
much eafc have deprived him of his exiftence. 

■ . • • • • 

Saul now returned home with his»<army j fboit 
after which David, knowing th.e.inftability of his 
temper, and how impoflible itwasforhimto live hi 
fafety while he continued in his dominions, deter- 
mined to go over to the Philiftines; Accordingly,* 
having obtained from Achifli, king of Gath, a fafe 
conduct for himfclf and men, he lived for fome time 
^ iri the royal city : but not liking: his accommbda- 

kin" 1 of • * i • 

Ga & # tion,' and growing more and: more m favour of 

Achifli, he obtained from him a town called Zig- 

Z vmwU * a £' W ^ C ^ t ^ ie king gave to him and his heirs for 
SavSd aii ever.' 

place of 
rcGdence. 
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. During David's ftay at Ziglag (a)he made feveral 
incurfionsinto the territories of the Amalekites, and 
other nations, from whom he took very conficl era ble 
booties ; but was cautious in not detaining any pri~ 
foner, left it might be known by Achifli from whom 
he had obtained the plunder- He made great pre- 
fents to the king, who afked him from whence he had 
obtained them ; to which David replied, from the 
fou therly parts of Judah. This gave great fatis- 
faction to Achifli, who imagined, that whilft Da- 
vid abode in his territories, arid continued to com- 
mit hoftilhies againft his own nation, he would be- 
come his molt trufty and faithful fervant. 

CHAP; XV. 

* 

The Philiftines make war againft the Israelites. Saul 
■ confutes the Witch of End or. David follows the 
• camp of the Philiftines^ and, in his ah fence , the Jma-, 
lekites deftroy Ziglag. He marches againft them^ 4 
and obtaining a defeat, recovers the fpoils they had 
taken. Saul engages the army of the Philiftines^ is 
defeated j and his three fans fining upon which he puts 
a period to his own exigence* 

THE Philiftines having determined to lead an 
army againft the Israelites, they difpatched 
meflengcrs to all their allies and auxiliaries, to pre- 




* 

(a) 7A»U« was fmiatcJ in the extreme parts of the tribe of Jndafa 
to ihc foinh, not far from Hormar, where the Ifraelitcs met with a 
defeat while they fojoarncd in the wildcrnefs. In the divifion of the 
land of Canaan it was firft givcu to the tribe of Judah # J0U1. xv. 31. 



■ 

Saul, having received intelligence that the Phi- 
lirtines were advanced as far as Shunem, and had 
encamped on the plain there,marched with his forces 
againft: them, and pitched his tents near the moun- 
tain qPGilboa/dire&ly oppofite the camp of the 
enemyi Having in this place a full view of the 
army of the Philiftines, and finding them much 
more numerous, arid in better order than his owri,'sauiii* 
Saulbegaif todefpairof fuccefs ; but his heart quite [j^* 
mifgav'e him, when he found, on application to period 
Gotf, that he would not be confulted by him, nor Jj* 
give him any inftruCtioris in what manner to a£t. 

Some time before this Saul had baniflied all di- 



vihers, and fuch as dealt with familiar fpirits, out^aiu 
of the nation ; but being now in the utmoft per- Goi ■ 
plexity, he was refolved to confult fome perfon of 
this profeflion, in order to know what would be the 
ifliie of the war; At a place called Endor, about 
three leagues froni Mount Gilboa, he was told there 
lived a witch, or forcerefs ; upon which, difguiling 
himfclf, and taking but two feryants with him to 
avoid fufpicion, he went to the ^ypman by night, 
and defired her to ufe her lkill in balling upon the 
ghoft of fuch a perfon as he fhould name. The wo- 
man at fir ft refilled, faying, if it was known, fhe 
fliould be infallibly ruined. But Saul afluring her, ghoft 
with the moft bitter imprecations, that no mortal Sa 
flioutd ever know a fyllable that palled between 
them, fhe at length' eonfented : upon which Saul 
defired her to raife up the ghoft of Samuel ; and, oft 
her complying; with his requeft,a phantom immedi- 
ateiy appeared. From this Ipeftre the woman learnt 1 
it was Saul who had employed her ; and Saul, when 
he faw it, knowing it to be the figure of Samuel, 
bowed his face to thegroiind. The apparition Ipoke 
firft, and demanded of Saul the ircafon why he 
had raifed him from the dead. Saul replied, that 
the Philiftines, with a powerful army, had invaded 
him, and that, in hisdiftrefs, God had forfaken him, 
and would give no anfwer which ever way he con- Foi 
fulted him. The fpirit anfwered, that, for his difo- dire 
bedience in not deftroying the Amalekites, God loSffll 
had taken away the kingdom from his family, and 
given it to David ; and that, as to the fate of the 
war, the Philiftines, the next day, fliould rout his 
army, and he and his fons fall in t^ie battle. 



Saul was fo affe&ed at this information > that his sd 
fpirits left him ; he fainted, and fell to the ground. 
He was, indeed, at this time exceeding weak in 
body, not having taken any refrefhment for a con- 
fiderable time. When he had a little recovered 
himfelf, the woman entreated him totafte fome kind Thes 



fiiftenance 



the danger in which flie had placed herfelf, f«*» 
nan the opportunity of enabling him to return to^ha 
his army. . After many importunities Saul was at ^ 
length prevailed on to accept the ^bman's offer ; 
upon which flie immediately killed a young calf 
(the only companion of her folitary life) and hav- 
ing, properly prepared the flefli, fet it^ before Saul 
and his attendants,' who, after eating thereof, re- 
turned that night to the camp. 



and afterwards to the tribe of Simeon. Jofli. xtx. 5. But the Phili- 
rtines fecm- all along to have kept poflcflion ; fo that it never came into 
the hands of either tribe, till, by the gift of Achiih, it became the pe- 
culiar inheritance of David*and his fucce/Tws. 
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joftphm It is but juflicc due to this poor woman, that wc 
^Hberai Hioulcl here take fomc notice of her diftinguiftied ii- 
Uatiotir berality towards Saul. She had been greatly in- 

jured by the king, inbeingreftrained from the^prac- 
tice of that art whereby fhc comfortably maintained 
herfclf and family.Hccametoherasamereftranger, 
and requefted her advice by methods himfelf liad 
prohibited ; when, notwithftandingthe danger fhe 
was in, (lie complied with his requelt. She like wife 
treated him in the moft hofpitable manner her cir- 
cumftances would permit, and all this without the 
leaft cxpe&ation of any future reward ; for fhe knew 
that Saul was on the point of iofing both his king- 
dom and life. Such generous conduct finely dis- 
plays to us the honour and humanity of relieving the 
diftrelfed ; and we may be allured that a fincere and 
unaffected charity is a virtue of all others the moft 
acceptable in the fight of God. 

Some encomiums are like wife due to Saul on this 
fwomium occafionl He was certain he fhould die in the com- 
* 0B ' bat, having been told fo by the prophet ; notwith- 

ftanding which he was determined to fubmit to his 
fate, and not fave himfelf at the expence of his.peo- 
pie. He efteemed it a glory to die fighting for. the 
defence of his government ; and rather to have his 
fons, and his whole family, fhare with him in the 
conflict, than be left at the difpofal of the perfbri 
who fliould fucceed him. Such conduit dignifies 
the man and the prince, and ought to be an example 
to all elevated characters. The man who hazards his 
life in the common courfe of war, acts between hope 
and fear, and by favourable circumftanccs, may 
cfcape ; but the great foul is placed in him, who, 
when he knows he muft unavoidably peri Hi, boldly 
meets hisdeftructionand encounters his fate, with- 
out the leaft hope of being* able to furmount it. 
This character is juftly due to Saul ; and his con- 
duct fhould be an example to all future princes, in 
whom either a mediocrity of courage or virtue, is a 
kind of reproach. But I leave this digreffion, and 
rcfume the hiftory. 

jSamsxhc The Philiftines having gathered their troops to- 
eieaiersgether from all quarters, according to their difrribu- 
uftin^ofa^ tion into tribes,kingdoms,and governments,Achifh, 
jcatoua- the king of Gath, with his men, after the reft, and 
iSffi 5 David, with his little army after Achifh, fome of 
it© battle, the Philiftine commanders obferving there were ma- 
ny Ifraelites among them,alked who they were,from 
whence they came, and who brought them thither ? 
To this queftion Achifh replied, that the young 
man (pointing to David) was one of Saul's fervants, 
but that having incurred his difpleafure, he was 
obliged to have recourfe to flight. " He came to 
" me (fays Achifh) andfolicited prote&ionfor him- 
" felf and his people. I received him, and provided 
" for him ; and he has promifed, onthis occafion, 
" to ufe his utmoft efforts in aflifting us againft the 
" Ifraelites, as an acknowledgement for the fervices 
c< he has received at my hands." 

When the Philiftines knew who David was, they 
ftrongly objected againft accepting his afliftance, 
faying it was certainly dangerous to place the leaft 
confidence in a perfon belonging to their prof elTed 
enemies. They therefore inlifted that he (hould be 
difmiflcd ; upon which Achifh, calling; David afide, 
told him the defire of the people, which being far 
fromdifagreeable to David, he immediately left the 
ePhiL cam P> an ^ departed with his men for Ziglag. 

David, in the courfe of his march, was joined by 
feveral of the tribe of Manafleh, that his army 
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fa) Thcfc Amalckitcs appear to have been clans of (haggling free- 
booters, who rambled from place to place, and, like the Arabians, were 
common enemies to mankind. It may fcem Grange, that David, having 
killed all he could meet with in one of his excurfions againft them wbilffc 
at Ziglag, they mould not have ferved his people in the fame manner. 
Bur, though they fought revenge, yet they gave the preference to booty. 
Being a poor and covetous people, they fpared not the men and women 
from companion, but avarice s becaufc they wanted flaves cither for their 
own ufe or to fell to others. The gracious interpotition of Providence 
is very confpicuous in this event ? for, doubtlefs, it is moft extraordina- 
ry that the captives (hould have been thus fpared, to be recovered after- 
wards, fafe and unhurt, out of the hands of a people fo abandoned and 
execrable as the Al&tikitcs. 

(b) The numtN^^Amalekites that fled were equal to all David's 

No. 9 




became confidcrably augmented. This, indeed, was 
a favourable circuinftance ; for when he came to 
Ziglag,he found that the (a) Amalekites had, during 
his abience, pillaged and burnt the place, carried 
away his two wives, and all the inhabitants : but- 
what added to this misfortune was, the fold iers ac- 
cufed him of being the occafion of it. 

.In confequence of this difafter* David confulted 
Abiathar^thepricft, whether, if he went againft the 
'Amalekites, heihould prove fuccefsful, and recover David ij 
the fpoils they had taken ? The high prielt bid him ^t^'rfje 
follow them and profper. Onthis encouragement high' pricft 
David, leaving two hundred of his men to take care f ? s 
of the baggage, marched the reft againft the enemy . mics. 
Having gained intelligence which way they took, 
he fbon came up with them, and found them fo in- 
toxicated in confequence of the fpoil they had taken, 
as to be totally infenfible. He took advantage of 
this favourable opportunity, - and immediately fall- ^ c "^ u v ^ t " 
ing on them, put the greater part to the fvvord, adrcSfuT 
very few only faving themfelvesby flight He carn;l o e - 

then gathered together the people whom they had KecoverJ 
made captives, and r with the lp oils they had not on- the froiis 
ly taken from him, but from others, in their cxpe-^ v n ^ ad 
dition, returned to Ziglag. 

. The ifluc of this battle occafioned a difpute be- 
tween the foldiers who were left as guards over the 
baggage and thofe who attended David, the latter arifefcon- 



not agreeing to allow any part of the booty to the jj^-^ lhCf> 
former^ except their wives and children. After of the 
fome altercation the difpute was fettled by David, boocv - 
who told them, the vidtory was God's, and being a DavidaiU 
bleflingin the common caufe, it was butreafonable jufts the 
that the whole body fliould partake of the benefits ; nw " cr ' 
for that thole who guarded the camp and baggage, 
did equally their duty as thofe who attended in the 
field. From this circuinftance David eftaLIiihed it 
as a law, (which has ever fince been in force), that . m 
whatever plunder fhould be obtained m war, antyofdiyi. 
equal divifion thereof fhouldbe made, as well among f^ala" 
thofe who were ordered to guard the camp, as thole 
who were prefent in the battle. 

During thefe tranfactionsa defperate engagement i samnei 
took place between the two armies of the Philiftines a defperate 
and the Ifraelites. The former were fb powerful engage, 
that the latter were obliged to give way, and they jSe™ cn " 
maintained a running fight till they came to Mount 
Gilboa, when, taking advantage of the ground, they 
attempted again to rally, but with as little fuccefs as 
before. Saul and his fons did all that was poffible 
for brave men to do, but the Philiftines aiming Sanis rbn« 

wholly at them, in afhorttime overpowered them Reaction! 
with numbers ; fo that Jonathan, with two of his 
brothers, Abinadab and Melchifhua, were killed on 
the fpot, and the whole army thrown into confu- 
fion. 

Saul defended himfelf, for a time, with unparal- 
leled refolution : but the fmall party that remained 
with him being at length entirely broken, and the 
enemies archers preffing hard, he found himfelf fo 
weakened from the wounds and lofs of blood, that, 
to prevent falling into the hands of the Philiftines, 
and being infulted by them, he begged of his ar- 
mour-bearer to difpatch him. The man refufed to J^jjjJ* 
perform the office ; upon which Saul fixed the point own fword 
of his fwordto hisbreaft, and leant on it ; but not^^} 
being able, from weaknefs, to finifh what he had be- an Amaie- 
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readily complied, the fword penetrated to the heart 
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forces ; and out of felf* prefer vat ion he was obliged 10 put as many of 
them to the fword as he could, to prevent being furrounded and deflroy- 
ed by fo fuperior a number. A partial victory, iuftead of being any fer* 
vice to him, would have rather turned out to his difadvantagc, becaufc the 
ftraggling parties might have united, and watched an opportunely of re- 
trieving their defeat by a fecond attack. Befides K it was well known to 
David, nor can it be unknown to every attentive reader, that the Atnale- 
kiies were fuch inveterate enemies to the Ifraelites, and fo rcfllcfs at the 
fame time, that they would have loft no opportunity of wiping off their 
difgracc, or endangering the very being of the lfraelitifli nation. Ic 
is to obferved, laftly, that David in this cafe, not only afted with great 
prudence in purfuing his vidory, and endeavouring to extirpate titer 
Amalekites, but alfo manifciled his duty to God, who had condemned 
them to be utterly cut off, 

I 
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of Saul, and be fell, and died ; after which the Ama- 
lekite took the golden bracelets from his arms, and 
the royal crown from his head, and fled away. 
When the armour-bearer faw his matter dead, lie 
defperately followed his example, and, in the fame 
manner, put a period to his exittencc. There was 
not a Jingle pcrfon of the king's guards that efcap- 
ed ; the whole number without diftin&ion cither of 
age or fcx, being put to the fword. 

No fooncr did the Hebrews, who refided in the 
valley beyond Jordan, as alfo tHofe who inhabited 
the cities in the plain, hear of the death of Saul and 
his foils, with the deftruftion of the army, than 
they immediately withdrew thcmfelvcs to faftnefles 
and ftrong holds ; while the Philiftin.es, in the mean- 
time, quietly made themfelves matters of the places 

they had quitted.- 

Early the next morning the Philiftines went into 
the field of battle, to take a view of the general car- 
nage, when finding the bodies of Saul and his fons 
among the flain, they ftripped them of their armour, 
cut off their heads, and fent exprelTes to evcty place 



(a) But while we confidcr the obflinacy and fate of Saul, who can 
avoid dropping a tear over the faithfnl, the amiable Jonathan ? There 
are few characters among men more lovely; or more extraordinary. He 
was poiii: fled of fortitude, fidelity and magnanimity. He had a foul fuf- 



of their victory. They fent their armour to the 
temple of Afhtaroth, and their bodies they hung on 
gibbets againlt the walls of JBethihan. 

This barbarous outrage committed on the bodies 
of Saul and his fbns, coming to the ears of the peo- 
ple of Jabc/h-gilcad (who retained a grateful lenic 
of the ferviccs Saul had done them) they fent a party 
of their belt foldiers by riight, who took down their 
bodies and brought them to Jabcfh, where they firft 
burnt their flefli, and afterwards honourably interred 
their bones and afhes in a grove near the city. The 
people mourned on this occalion, fevcu fncceffive 
days ; during which time men, women, and chil- 
dren, kept a ftrict fail, and continued to exprefs 
their grief by the greateft lamentations. 

Such was the end of Saul, according to the pro- 
phecy of Samuel, (a) for his haying difobcyed God 
in not deftroying the race of the Amalekites, and 
for putting Ahimclech 'and his whole family to the 
fword. He ruled forty years ; eighteen of which 
were during the life of Samuel, arid twenty-two 
after his deceafe. 
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ccptihle of the moft refined fricndfliip, and fupcrior to all the. temptati- 
ons of ambition and vanity ; and all thefc good qualities were ci owned 
with the moft refigncd fubmiffion to the will of God. 
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CHAP. I; 

» ■ • 

David laments the deaths of Saul and Jonathan. Is 
appointed to the fovereignty by. the tribe of Judah; but 
oppofed by Abner, ' the late king's general, who pro- 
claimeth Ifibo/beth, the only remaining fin of Saul, 
fuccejfor to the throve. Abner marches again/l the army 
of David \ and is defeated by Jodby his general. He 
goes over to David, and is barbaroufly murdered by 
. Joab. David laments his death, and pays the great/ft 
refpett to his, funeral obfiqui'es. . ... ' ^ . 

HE battie between the army of the Philif- 
tines and that of the Ifraelitete happened on 
the very fame day that David returned to 

Ziglag, after defeating the Amalekites. 

In the morning of the third ; day after this, the 
man who had flain Saul, having efcaped out of the 
battle, come to Ziglag,and, with his cloaths rent,and 
afhes on his head, threw himfelf proftrate on the 
ground before David. Being afked from whence he 
came, and why he appeared fo mournful, he an- 
fwcred, that he was an Amalekite, and came to in- 
form him of the event of the battle between the 
Hebrews and Philiftines.. That the king and his 
fons were flain, and the greateft part of the army 
/bared the fame fate. He told him, that what he faid 
might be depended on, for that he was a fpedtator 
of the whole fcene. That he ftood by Saul when he 
attempted to ftab himfelf, tmt not having ftrength 
enough, from the many wounds he had received, 
to force the point of his fword through his body, 
after he had leant upon it, he begged him to finifh 
what himfelf was unable to perform, and that he 
readily obeyed the royal command. To confirm 
what he had related, he produced the golden brace- 
lets and crown of Saul, and told David he took them 

(a) The city of Hebron ftood in the midft of the tribe of Judah, and 
being the metropolis of the whole tribe, it was very commodious for 
David's residence at this junfturc ; for he could not be infenfible that 
the determination of the people of that metropolis in his favour, would 
be of the greateft weight to influence the whole tribe. 

No. o. 



away, after Saul was dead, with no other defign 
than to make a prefent of them to him. 

David, being convinced of the truth of this rela- 
tion, rent his cloaths, and fpent the whole day in ^t lam 
fafting and lamentation. He was particularly af-saniv 
fliAed forthelofs of Jonathan, who had more than 
once been the preferver of his life. And fuch re- ticuIari y ' 
fpeft did he ftill (hew to the memory of Saul, not- JonathanV 
withftanding the repeated attempts he had made 
to take away his life, that, inftead of rewarding the David 
man for the prefents he brought, he ordered him to f™ 5 £ ™~ 
be put to death, not only as an enemy, but a pro- executing 
felled regicide. ufi£« 

When David had performed his laft duties to the regicide, 
memory of Saul and his fons, and the time of mourn- 
ing was expired, he confulted God, by the pro- , 
phet, which of the cities of Judah Ihould be al- * 
lotted for his habitation. Being anfwered, the city Hebron,** 
of Hebron {a), he immediately left Ziglag, and re- and chorda 
moved hither withhis family and forces ; loon after nirnoutty" 
which the princes of Tudah came to Hebron to con- b ? 

i F • :> , • . . • . people. 

gratulate him on his return to his native country, 
and in a full affembly, convened for the purpolle, 
elecfled him their. king. 

By this time David had been informed of the 
generous conduct of the people of Jabefh-gilead, in 
refcuing the bodies of Saul and his fons, and giving 
them honourable interment. He was fopleafed with 
this information, that he fent meffengers to thank 
them for what they had done, and to allure them 
that they might ever depend on his favour and pro- 
tection. He likewife defired the melfengers to in— ^ 
form them, that he had been chofen, by the tribe 
of Judah, asfuccefTor to the fovereignty. Abner few 

While the princes of Judah were interefting them- up isho. 
felves in behalf of David, Abner, the late king's s ^" g h 0 a f 
uncle, and general of the army,fetup (b) Ifhbofheth, J 11 ^^ 1 - 

ceptcd. 

(t) IJhbofheth was forty years of age at the time he was elected 2 Sam * IU 
king. He reigned (properly fpeaking) only two years, though feven * r 
years and a half elapfed before Pavid (who rciided all the time at He- ,. ** 
bron) was made king by the general voice of the people. As Ifhbolheth 
was a very weak and inactive prince, when the war broke out With Judah, 
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the only remaining fon of Saul, as fucceflbr to the 
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throne. He appointed Mahanaim (a) 

iidc of Jordan, as the place of his refidencc ; and, by 

his threat intereft and authority, Ifhbofheth was re- 

A'vicrc>^eo<ynized king by all the tribes except that of J udah. 
mcnc^iiur. jy nrer was fo incenfed againft the tribe of J udah 

l'*'x\ni\ the for drooling Da vid their king, th at he d eter mined to 
triheur ju- m:i j cc WVLY againft them, and accordingly difpatched 

a body of the belt men he could feleA from his whole 
jo.*, aril iy for thatpurpofe. In the mean time Joab (the 
tfu^uvgcncral of David's forces) hearing that Abner was 
ar.-.n-.ty- on ] x \ s v vav, marched from Hebron with his army 
« KlAh,m - a2 :amfthim, taking him with his two brothers, Abi- 



Twelve fliai, and Afahel i 

tt\l from 
ea 



When 



each other, and were drawn up in order of battle, 
ch Trmy Abner propofed that the conteftflionld be determine 
£^;«ft cd by twenty-four men, twelve to be chofen out of 
who a.;v each army. Tins propohtion being agreed to t the 
€Kh0lh * r ' men were (elected and engaged, when their (kill was 

lb equal on both fides that every man killed his an- 
ta<ronift 9 and the whole twenty-four lay dead on the 
Abncr-s.ii- fpot. Ill confequence of this a general engagement 
wyioatcd. commenced between the two armies, which, for 

fume time, was exceeding defperate on both lides ; 
but at length Abner was totally routed, and put to 
flight, Joab, and his two brothers, purfued the fugi- 

, tives ; and Afahel, the younger brother of Joab,being 

vi,\fe^uch more active than the reft, got greatly a-head, 
er brother! and made the beft of his way after Abner. As foonas 

he came up with him, Abner, who knew him, beg- 
ged he would defift, and not attempt to attack him, 
as he fhould be very unwilling, by defeuding him- 
felf, to rob him of his exiftence. Afahel paid no 
Jri^'Ha'attcntion to this remonftrance, but, ambitious of 
thcpurfiilt.taking a general prifoncr, made aftroke at Abner, 

v/ho, with his fpear, gave him a wound, of which he 

d. 



Tie :s ;uir- 



Abner cail* 
«i parity 

iv;:hJo-b. 



Joab, thus ad 
afity (fays he) 



Jo. lb 

fi.nmiU ,t 



immediately d 

When the victorious armiy came to the fpot where 
the body of Afahel lay, they were fo (hocked at the 
focctacle, that they immediately ceafed the purfuit. 
Abner availed himfelf of this opportunity to rally his 
Scattered forces, and making a ftand onan advanced 
oTOimd where he could not be attacked, he founded 

* irefled 

^ ^ hasal- 

44 ready gone too far amongpeople of the fame blood 
tc and "pVofcflion. As for your brother Afahel, I 
" beo-ged him to defift, but he was fo obftinate in 
" his determination, that I was reduced to the ne- 
" cefTity of taking away his life for the fecurity of 
u my own ; fo that his death was owing to his own 
u mifcondud Joab could not but admit the juft- 
n eft of Abncr's argument, upon which he founded 
a retreat, audrthe two armies feparated. Abner im- 
mediately marched with his men to the palace of 
Ifhbofheth, but Joab encamped on the fpot that 
night. The next morniiig he took a view of the 
dead, and found upon computation, that Abner had 
loft about 360 men, and himfelf nineteen, exclufive 
of Afahel, whofe remains were carried, by Joab and 
• Abilhai, to Bethlehem, and there interred in the 
fepulchre of their anceftors. After this ceremony 
they returned to Hebron, whither David had arriv- 
ed with his army. 

«niin.V'ih r . From this period a civil war continued between 
*!St2iwu the families of Saul and David for fome years ; dur- 
ing which time the forces of the latter, in moft ren- 
counters, had the advantage ; and the intereft of 
David increafed in the nation, as that of Ifhbofheth 
fetifibly declined. 

While David redded at Heborn he had dx fons, 
born of as many wives 5 namely, Amnon, the fon 
of Ahinoam ; Chileab, the fon of Abigail ; Abfa- 
lom the fon of Maachah, the daughter of Talmais, 
king ofGefhur ; Adonijah, the fon of Haggith ; 
Shephatiah, the fon of Abital ; and Ithream, the 
the fon of Eglah. 



Abnrr tcuik thr government i»pnn himfelf} fo that the other five years 
and a h.iH, wWu li |> ! fle I before David afccndeJ to the throne of Ifrael, is 
n >• i -ckoncd as pare of Ultboihech's rct^u, became he was only anumi- 
nxi Lh\r, not h.iving rhr Icaft authority* 

(/?) M iiuuaim was a place belonging to the tribe of Gad, and had 
it:, iiaaie from the appearance of an hoft of angHs to Jacob, us he went 
with Jii- family from Padan«aram, Gen. xxxii, 1. The reafons why 
Abner furcated hither in die beginning of llhbuliicth's reign were, that 



Wh 



tfhbofhetb, Abner was the grand fupport of the lat* 
tcr,and,by his prudence and interclK the people were 
kept to obedience ; but a circumftance at length 
occurred, which produced a fatal diJfcnfion to both 
parties. Abner had for lome time prefcrved a fa- Ai) ner, k 
miliar intamacy with Rizpah, the daughter of Si- Z\ Q $ rc . 
beth, one of Saul's concubines. Intimation of this r r «ch 
coming to die cars of Iihboflicth , he fevercly rebuked him $ 
Abner for his conduct, who. thiukinp'. himfelf treated I t shb l °- 
with indignity, vowed no lels a revenge than con- pour* t \% 
verting his intereft: from Ifhbofheth to David. Sawf ^ 



In confequence of this determination, Abner fent . 
a commiffioner to Hebron, with full power to form ^gJJ 
a league with David, on the following Angle condi-* tioni W 
lion : That from and after the time he fhould draw DaviJ * 
oft* the tribes from Iflibolheth, and place David upon 
the throne by the universal confent of the people, 
he fhould be received as his prime minifter, and 
have the chief management (exclufive of himfelf) 
in all public affairs. 

This proportion was very acceptable to David, Dari^ 
who, in return, requcfted of Abner, as an earneft of {J^JJ. 
their future alliance, that he would reftore to him provided 
his wife Michal, whom he had not only purchafed 
with the heads df fix hundred Pliiliftines, but alfo 
at the moft imminent danger and hazard of his 
own life. 

Thcfc matters beingreciprocally agreed to, Abner Ahnn& 
immediately took Michal from Phalti (on whom Ihe^^ 
was bellowed by Saul with the privity and airiftance ft* the 
of Ifhboflicth) and fent her to David" ; after which, Hjj rf fc 
callingtogethertheelders and principalpcople both 1 
civil and military he thus addrefled them : " There Bring* 
u was a time (fays he) whenye would willingly have \ 0 ™™ 
" renounced your allegiance to Ifhbofheth,and gone jjrciu" 
" over to David : I was then againft it ; but you are av 
tc now at liberty to ufe your owndifcrction. I am 



" fully convinced that, as God, by the prophet Sa- 
ic muel hath anointed and conftituted him king 
" over all the Hebrews, and hath foretold that he 
" fhould be the fcourge of the Philiftines, and fliall 
" fubdue and bring them under his obedience, fo 
cc fhall he a (flu ally obtain the fovereignty over all 

" Ifrael." When the elders and the officers of the 
army, found the fentiments of Abner correfponded 
with thofe they had themfelves entertained, they 
unanimoufly agreed with him in opinion, and from 
that time acled openly in favour of David. 

Abner, having thus far proved fuccefsful, fum- smcIh 
moned together the tribe of Benjamin, which in- ^ C D ^ 
eluded the guards of Ifhbofheth, to whom he ad- p .«utjr 
drefTed himfelf in the fame manner as be had d° ne uav?J l 4i 
to the elders and officers. Thefe likev. ife he found sofdeft 
condefceridingand ready to favour his defign ; upon |J c y J 
which,- fele&ing twenty of thechoiceft,he took them rcccitS 
with him and went to David, in order to ratify the 
treaty that had been agreed pn^betwecn them. David 
received Abner and his cQjftpany with the greateft 

affedion, and enter taine^Jicm, for fome days, in 
the moft fumptuous manrftffji at the expiration of 
which Abner delired to be djjmifled for the prefent 
that he might go and bring tKe army and people to 
Hebron, in order to make good what he had under- 
taken, by publicly delivering up the government 
into his hands. 

Abner had hardly quitted the gates of the city, 
when he met Joab, David's general, to whom he re- 
lated the particulars of all that had paffed relative to 
the treaty of alliance between him and David. Joab, j 0 ab,jrt» 
at this information, was immediately ftruck with an J^ 1 ^ 
outrageous fit of jealoufy, thinking, from the great hirafc^j 
ambition of Abner, he would infallibly fupplant w dxn 
him in his matter's efteem. He therefore haflened to 
David with all expedition, and remonftrated with 
him on the impropriety of his condudl in liflening to 
any terms propofed by Abner, whom he faid, was 



he might fecure the people on that Tide the Jordan, efptcially the gal- 
lant inhabitants of Jabefli-gUcai), who were firmly attached to the houfc 
of Saul ; and, chiefly, that he might beat a greater Pittance from David, 
have the new king, made more abfolutely under his command- and 
better opportunity of recruiting his army among a people, who were 
not only very courageous by nature, but like wife well affected to the 
caufe he had efpoufed. 
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to be confidercd in no other light than a fpy 5 and 
whom he knew to be the protestor and fupporter 
of his profefled enemy. That what he had done 
was all delufion, and that he was probably gone 
home to take advantage of his great and ill-judged 
credulity. 

David, not feeming to countenance the obferva- 
tions made by Joab, the latter (determr d to feek 
revenge on Abner by fome means or otl; 
the refolution of effe&ually obtaining his wilhes by 
taking away his life. He accordingly difpatched 
melfengers after Abner, in the name of David, re- 
quefting his immediate return, as fome things were 
omitted in his inftruftions that were exceeding im- 



C If A P. II; 

The perfidious murder of fjbbojbeth avenged by David C/i 
the regicides. He is tmivcrfally recognized as king. 
Jieftcges ami takes the city of 'Jerujalem* Joab Jignalizes 
his bravery on this occajion. 



formed 



w 



HEN Ifhbofheth heard of the death of Abner isam. »• 



he was greatly afflicted in his mind, not only 
on account of having loll a relation, but the perfon 
who had been the means of advancing him to the 
throne. He did not, however, long furvive his 
friend, being foon after treacheroufly murdered by 
w Baanah and Rechab, the fons of Rimnon. Thefe 

The meflengers overtook Abner at a place II twoperfons being Benjamites, and of the firft rank, 



portant. w 

called Sirah, about twenty furlongs from Hebron, 
and communicating their bufinefs he immediately 
returned. 

In the mean time Joab, attended only by his bro- 
ther Abilhai, planted himfelf in a private place with- 
out the gates of the city ; and when Abner came to 
the fpot, he called him afide tellinghim hehad fome 
bufinefs to relate to him of a private nature. Abner, 
not fufpeftiug any danger, complied with Joab's 
rcqueft when the lat'.er, fuddenly drawing his 
fword, ftabbed him to the heart. Thus was this 
brave man taken offby the perfidy of J oab, who pre- 
tended he did it in revenge for the death of his bro- 
ther Afiihel ; but. in reality, it was to o ratify his 
jealoufy and revenge, for fear of being lupplanted 
in the king's favour. 

When David was informed of Abner's death, he 
was fo affected, that he knew not how to coutain 
himfelf. But, ftretching out his hands, and lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, he folemnly declared, in the 
prefence of all about him, that he was neither accef- 
fary to the murder, nor knew any thing of it previ- 
menrsthc ous to its being perpetrated. He denounced the moft 
ibncr.° f heavy curfes on Joab and his family, wifhing they 



perfiJiouf- 
lv ihys 
him. 



rivulla- 



ali fi1ncr.1l 
honours. 



in the hip-heft eftcem. 



might receive that punifhment clue to fo enormous a 
crime. He ordered all the army to march before 
the bier of Abner, and, with tears and lamentations, 
with their clothes rent, and putting on fackcloth, 
to bewail his lofs, and to perform all funeral rites 
ttehim to him in the moft folemn manner. He attended 

himfelf as chief mourner ; and the example he fet in 
expretfing his lamentations for thelofs of Abner, was 
followed by the whole body of the people. In fliort, 
fo affefted was David at this melancholy circum- 
fiance- that, notwithllanding theearneft perfualions 
of his friends, lie could not be prevailed upon to 
take the lcaft refrefhment that day, (wearing, he 
would not taftc any thing till the fun was down. 
The fe verity of this religious ftrictne is gained the 
univcrllil alledlion of the people, who were fuflici- 
end v f atisiied that David was not only a total ftran- 
ger "to the murder of Abner, but that he held him 

Belides this, it greatly en- 
hanced the character and reputation of David, the 
people naturally imagining, that if any future cir- 
cumftance fhould arife of the like nature, he would 
fhew the fame refpect to their memories as he had 
done to that of Abner. 

When the funeral ceremonies were over, David 
vmd tef- addreiied the mul titude in a very pathetic harangue, 

cftecm f or * n vv ^ c ^ ^ e fi^ft pointed out to them his own parti- 
Abncrinaneular unhappinefs in being deprived of a friend for 

" h« l cha- w ^ om he ^ iac ' f° great a value ; and then told them, 
ratter. that his lofs muft be fenfibly felt by the whole na- 
tion, lince he was not only a brave f Idier, but a wife 
and prudent counfellor. c < But that God (fays he) 
who governs all things, will not let this murder pafs 
unrevenged. He is my witnefs that my fituation 
will not permit me to do by Joab and Abiihai as they 
Prcfc«es a deferve, they having, probably, a greater intereft in 

whh nz the army than my 1 elf ; but I doubt not that, focner 
miirjcrcr, or later, Divine juftice will iind them out, and 

inflict on them that punifliment they merit for fo 

enormous a crime. " 



Thus did the great general Abner fall a facri- 
Hcc to the jealoufy andrefentment of an inveterate 
allaflin. 
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thought if they put Jflibofheth to death, it would be 
well received by David, and that, for their concu&j 
he would advance them to fome honourable employ- 
ment. Having refolved on carrying their defign into 
execution, they went into that apartment of the pa- 
lace where Ilhbolheth was accuftomed to repofe him- 
felf during the heat of the day. There being no 
guards about the place, and the fervaht appointed to 
watch the door abfent, they ftole into the chamber, 
where finding Ilhbofheth alone, and faft afleep, they isiiboshcth 
firft ftabbed him, and then, cutting off his head, 
halted, with all expedition, to Hebron, in order to and his 
prcfent it as frefh as poffible to David . They made 
not the leaft doubt of beingamply rewarded for this David 
lingular atchievement : but they foon found them- 
felves miftaken ; for when they prefented the head to 
David, he was fo far from approving of what they 
had done, that he exprefled his deteftation of fo im~ . ... 

- - — - - - r* David 




your norrKlfhefcvercOl 

" villainy. What! have ye fo foon forgot the punifli- wrnx5 « 
u ment I inflicted on him who brought me the crown 
tC of gold belonging to Saul after he had flain him, 
" at his owndehre. for fear of falling into the hands 
u of his enemy ! Do you imagine I am not the fame 
u perfon now I was then ? Or can you fuppofe me fo 
u abandoned a wretch as to countenance the murder 
u you have committed on your matter, by taking off 
c ; his head in his own bed chamber ; the head of him. 
who never did injury to any man, and who, in ar?. 
efpecial manner, heaped his favours on you ? 
Wherefore 1 will avenge his death by taking away 
your lives, and avenge myfelf on you for cutting 
u him off under pretence of doing me fervice. Your 
c< entertaining fuch bafe fentiments of me is the 

greateft injury you could have done to my honcur^°™ m ^ 
tc and reputation." Having faid this, he ordered pluto* 0 * 
their hands and feet to be cutoff, and their bodies «Jf»h,and 

, , . the funeral 

to be hung up in a public place, as a terror to all obfeuuies 
regicides ; after which he ordered the head of Ifh- ^J t h to" 
bolheth to be honourably interred in the fepulchre behonour- 

of Abner. 



u 



The heads 

of the peo- 
ple pay 

court to 

David. 

2 Sam. tm 



As foon as the death of Iflibollieth was generally 
known, all the tribes fent deputies to David, ac- 
knowledging his right to the fbvercignty, and pro- 
miling him their allegiance. David received them 
with the greateft refpeet, and allured them, that fo 
long as they continued obedient and dutiful fubjecls, 
they fhould not have reafon to repent having chofen 
him as their king. He entertained the deputies for 
feveral days in the moft hofpitable and magnificent 
manner ; after whichhe difmifled them, with orders 
to fummon the whole body of the people to repair 
immediately to his palace at Hebron. 

The deputies having obeyed thefe orders, and the 
different tribes being gathered together, the num- 
ber in each appeared as follows ; 

Of the tribe of Judah, 6,8oo, armed with fhiclds 
and lances. Thefe had been of Saul's party. 

Ofthetribe of Simeon, 7,100. 

Of the tribe of Levi, 4,700, headed by Jehoida 5 
their captain. With thefe was Zadock, the high- 
prieft, accompanied by twenty-two of his kindred, ^ 
all captains. 

Of the tribe of Benjamin, 4,000, armed. This 
tribe was of opinion that fome of Saul's family 
would fucceed to the government. 

I 3 



Are lamp- 

tuoufly cn~ 
tercained. 

David fum- 
mons a qc- 
neral a<*- 
fembly at 
Hebron. 
A general^ 
raufter. 
1 Chr. xiUt 



1 



David an- 
ointed in 
the^pre- 
fencc of 
the whole 
people. 



Fermi a 

deiign of 
attacking 
Jcmfalcm. 



Advances 

and fum- 
mons the 
inhabitants 
to furren- 
<!cr. 

I*fct at 
&5ancc« 



The low 
town taken 
by aflault. 



Joab nrft 
mounts the 
walls. 



A N T I Q,U I T I E S 

Of the tribe of Ephraini, ao,8oo, all flout and 
courageous men. 

Of the half tribe of Maiiafles, iS^ooo; 
Of the tribe of Iffachar, a^,ooo armed, befidesdoo, 
who were {killed in foretelling future events. 
Of the tribe of Zebulon-* 5°>o oc S all well armed. 
Of the tribe of Naphthali, iooo commanders, 
armed withfhields and (pears, and attended by ah 
innumerable multitude of theirfollowers. 
Of the tribe of Dan, 17,000, choice men; 
Of the tribe of Aflier, 40,000. 

Of the two tribes beyond Jordan, and the other 
half of the tribe of Manafles, 12,000, all armed with 
fhields, fpears, fvvords and helmets. 

Each of thefe tribes brought with them great 
quantities of corn, wine, and other provifions, which 
were refpe&fully received by David ; and in the 
prefence of the whole multitude he was anointed 
king over all Ifrael, after having reigned at Hebron, 
over the tribe of Judah only, for the fpace of feveh 
years and fix months; 

David, being now inverted with fullregal power, 
arid having a multitude of brave and gallant foldiers 
to attend him, formed the refolution of making an 
expedition againftjerufalem, which was at this time 
inhabited by the Jebulites, a people belonging to 
theraceof theCanaanites. He accordingly marched 
with his army towards the place ; and, when he came 
to the caftle. or fort of Ziou, which commanded the 
city and was thought impregnable, he fummoned the 
inhabitants to furrender. But they were fo little in- 
timidated, that they bid defiance to him, and, by 
way of derifion, placed on the walls great numbers 
of people, who were lame and infirm faying, they 
wanted no other guard to protect them fromfuchan 
enemy. This infult fo irritated David, that he re- 
folvcd immediately to attack the city, reafonably 
imagining, that if he made himfelf mafter of that, 
it would fo terrify thofein the cattle, that they would 
readily fubniit. He accordingly befiegedthe place 
with the flower of his army, and makiug a general 
aflault, foon entered the lower Town. The Jebu- 
fites made all the refiftance they were able ; but by 
the intripidity of David's army, they were foon over- 
powered* the preater part being killed on the fpot, 
and the reft obliged to fave themfelvesby a precipi- 
tate flight. Having thus made himfelf mafter of 
the lower city ,he marched to the caftle ; butthein- 
habitants being ftillrefolute, and the place fo ftrong 
as to render the attack dangerous, he knew not, for 
fome time, how to act ; till at length, in order to 
animate his men to undertake the arduous talk, he 
caufed a proclamation to be made throughout the 
camp, that whoever firft mounted the walls, and 
made good his ftation fliould be made captain-ge- 
neral of all his forces. This had the defired ef- 
fect, a general emulation immediately taking place 
among the people ; but Joab being more alert than 
the reft, got before all, and having afcended the 
tower, called aloud to David to fulfil his promife. 
The reft of the troopsimmediately following Joab, 
the beficged foon gave way, and, in a fhort time, 
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The caftle 

ed^the' 1 abandoned the place. After this David expelled 
-arnfon. the Jebulites, enlarged the buildings of the Lower 

City, which he joined to the citidal, made it his 
jcrufclem place of refidence, and gave it the name of The City 
called the ofDavid. He erc&ed many fortifications in difFe- 
ay o -a- rent p arts 0 f furrounded the whole with a ftrong 

wall, and gave the command of it to Joab ; who, in 
the mean time repaired and enlarged the upper city, 
for the better accommodation of the people. From 
this time David kept his court at Jerufalem. 

CHAP. I. 

lliram^ king of Tyre,, courts the friendflnp and alliance 

of David. His wives and children. 

ABOUT this time Hiram, king of Tyre, hearing 
how profperous David was in all his affairs, lent 
ambalfadorsto congratulate him on his acceflion to 



Hira;n 

formsa the throne, and to join with him in a treaty of alli- 
anmv C -.vUh ance and friendfliip. He likewife fent him a prcfent 
tuvM. 0 f cedar trees, with carpenters and other artificers, 

to a'lift him in ere&ing a royal palace at his new 



CUV. 



■ 9 * 

The city of Jerufalem (which hanie* David ex- 
punged after fubduing the Jcbufites) was .called, in 
the days of Abraham, Solyma; and it is imagined 
that Homer points at this city when he {peaks of the nanejf* 
people of Splyma ; that word, in the Hebrew lan- ,en,fc toa. 
guaoje, fignifying afortrefs, or place of defence* From 

the time that Jofhua waged war with the inhabitants 
of Canaan, and, after fubduing them, divided, their 
country among the Hebrews, the Jcbufites ftill kept 
pofTeflion of this city ; nor could they be driven out 
of it till it was effected by David, which was an in- 
terval of no lefs than 5 1 5 years. 

There was left among the Jcbufites one Orphan, 0r piwu 
who was not flain at the fiege of Jerufalem, at the 
particular inftance ofDavid, becaufe of the good frica ^ 
will he bore the Hebrews in general* anil the king 
in particular. So that his name is worthy of record. 

Soon after David had eftabliflied himfelf in his 
new city, he took to him feveral new wives, as alfo 
many concubines. By thefe he had born to him ele- 
ven Tons, named Amnon,Ellus,Ebas«, Nathan, Solo- 
mon, Jebar, lilial, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenas, and JE-li- 
phel; belides a daughter named Tamar, who w as 
lifter to Abfalom. The nine firft of the fons were by 
bis lawful wives, but the twolaft by concubines. 

CHAP. IV. 
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ing a temple and acknowledges the Divine favour 

■ 

N tlie mean time the Philiftincs having heard of 
David's increasing greatnefs, and fuppbfing it a 
fure prefage of their own downfall, determined to 
check his power as foon as poflible ; to effed: which M""**- 
they raifed a confiderable army and marching to-™ r ££ 
wards Jerufalem, encamped in a place called The rof ^ 
Valley of the Giants^ not far from the city. 

David, not chufing to engage in any enterprize 
without firft confultingthe Divine oracle command- Dmac 
ed the high-prieft to fignify to him the pleafure of wai 
the Almighty, and what iflue he would vouchfafc to 
give fhould he engage the Philiftines. Having re- Rettf0 
ceived for anfwer that he fliould obtain the vidtory, encour^e. 
he immediately drew out his men, and marchin g with 
all expedition againft the enemy, fell on thqm fo 
fuddenly, that they were thrown into the greateft 
confufion, and, in a ftioft time, totally routed. 
Great numbers were killed on the fpot, many others Dcfwtjli 
defperately wounded, and the remainder faved cnemi* 
themfelves by flight. 

But the Philiftines were fo far from being intimi- „ 
dated at this overthrow, that, a fhort time after, 
they came again, with an army confilling of thrice rhihBa 
the number they had before, havin p; been joined by 
the Syrians, Phoenicians, and other warlike na- attack, 
tions. On this occafion David again confiiltcd the 

oracle, and received orders that he fliould march f^cris- 
with his army to a certain place not far from the ftmaiwi 
enemy, called The PFood of Lamentation ; from roa 
whence he fliould not attempt to move, on any 
account whatever, till he faw the branches of the 
trees move without die blowing of the wind. That 
when this took place, he might fuppofe the time 
was come that Providence had allotted for his en- 
countering the enemy, and that he fhould immedi- 
ately leave the place and begin the attack. David 
ftridtly attended to thefe directions, and, as foon as 
he discovered the providential figns, immediately 
marched out with his army, fully allured the bufi- 
nefshe was about would prove fuccefsful. The Phi- 
liftines gave way at the firft onfet ; when they found i hiiia^ 
themfelves clofely attacked, they betook them fi. 1 ves 
to flight. David purfued them as far as Gaza, a mem 
city on the extreme borders of their country, andkil- ^li!? 



led great numbers in his way ; after which he re- the 
turned to their camp, took what valuables they 
had left behind, and deftroved their idols. This 
defeat fo weakened the Philiftines that they did not 
attempt to attack the Ifraelites for many fucceeding 
years. 

■ 

The war with the Philiftines beingnow over, and ism-* 
all things quiet, David thought it a very proper fea- 

fon to remove the ark of God (which for ulmofl 
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fifty years, had continued in the houfc of Abinadab, 
at Kirjath-jearim) to a place which he had prepar- 
ed for it in his own city. For thispurpofe, he af- 
pivM femblcd the elders and principal men of the refpec- 
coifuitati- tive tribes, together with the priefts and Levites, 
oaabout j taking; with him a Itrons: guard for the protec- 
viiofthe tion of the ark, in caie any enemy inould attempt 
r^Lci." to farprize them, went in grand procelfionto Kir- 
" jath-jearim. Having removed the ark out of 

Abinadab's houfe, inftead of carrying it on mens 
(boulders, they, in imitation of the Philiftines, put 
it into a cart di*awn by two oxen, and in this man- 
lier proceeded with it towards Jerufalem ; the king 
Sjoing before it, and the multitude following after, 
Jinging praifes to God, and dancing to various tunes 
played on different inflxuments, fuch as harps, 
pfalteries, comets, and cymbals. When they came 
to a place called Nochon's Threjbing Floor , the cart was 

near being overturned ; upon which Uzzah, one of 
the drivers, in order to fave the ark, put his hand 
upon it ; for which prefumption (not being in ho- 
ly orders) the Almighty was pleafed to punifh 
him with in (hint death. This melancholy circum- 
ftance not only afflifted David, but the whole mul- 
titude ; and, as a memento, they called the place 

ever after by the name of Perez-Uzzah, that is, the 

Breach of Uzzah, 



Judgment 
on U«ah 
for nro- 
phanatioa 



David was fo terrified at the fudden death which and then departed 
the Almighty had inflidted on Uzzah. for touching 
the ark, that he was apprehenfive of meeting the 



cc his good-will in being the firft: propofer of ere<9> 
" ing a temple to my fervices ; but, as he has been 
" engaged in fo many wars, and has embrued his 
u hands in the blood of his enemies, I will not per- 
u met him to carry his defign into execution. The 
u care of this undertaking I (hallreferve for his fon 
" Solomon, over whom I will be as a tender father, 
<c and will continue the government in the line of 
" his family j and, if he fliould be guilty of any 
<c tranfgreflions, I will not totally rejedl him 
<c as I did Saul, but only puni/h him with peftilence 
<c and famine." . * 

The prophet Nathan, having communicated thefe 
tidings to David, he was fo rejoiced at the thoughts 
of the fucceffion being fecured to his pofterity, and 
the honour of his family fo gracioufly provided for, 
that he immediately repaired to the ark of God, 
and throwing himfelf proftrate before it, addrefled 
his Divine benefactor to this effedfc : " Blefled be thy 
c< name, for all the benefits and mercies thou haft 
c< been pleafed to beftow on thy fervant. Thou haft 
c< raifed me from the loweft htuation in life to the 
cc fummit of dignity and power. I blefs thee for 
" all (this ; for thy continued providences to my- 
cc felf, and thy promifes to my pofterity ; as alfo for 
tc thy multiplied deliverances and protections to thy 
<c own people." After this he arofe, fang an hymn, 
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like fate fliould he prefume to carry it to the place 
intended. Inftead, therefore, of proceeding to- 
wards the city he turned out of the way, and went 
to the houfe of a righteous man, a Levite, named 
Obed-Edom, into whofe cuftody he left the ark, 
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v 1 ucl, "r i/1 "' V aw j™*? ™w«y 2***" n A S the Almighty had thought proper to refufe Da- 

where it remained for the fpace of three months. || /\ v id the privileges of building him a temple, and 

had rcferved that work for his fon Solomon, he 



Removed 
in folemn 



At the expiration of this time, David, having heard 
of the great profperity that had attended Obed- 
Edom, fince the ark had been in his pofleflion, was 
delivered from the fear he had conceived, and re- 
fumed his intentions of removing it to his own city, 
which he did in great form and folemnity. It was 
borne on the flioulders of the priefts, whom David 
had caufed to be fanttified on the occafion : feven 
[^^^ companies of finging-men went before it, and the 

king himfelf followed, drefled in a linen ephod ( 
pepofirei dancing and playing on his harp. The ark being 
juric'm.uie brought into the city, and properly fecured in the 
font, place allotted for it, David offered Sacrifices to God 

of conlklerable value ; after which he made a feaft 
for the people, giving to each perfon a cake of 
bread a flaggon of wine, and a piece of the (a- 



Gives the 



crifi 



e. 



Michal, 



When David returned home, he was met by his 
wife Michal (the daughter of the late king Saul) 
Ijreb , tkei who, having feen him through a window dancing 
b/hSwSc before the ark, upbraided him for his condefcen- 

iion, faying, fuch locufts were beneath the dignity 
of a king. In reply to this, David told her, that 
what he had done was in honour of that God who 
h id chofen him to govern Ifrael, in preference to 
her own father, and to all other men ; and that 
fuch condefcenHon would never bring him under 
any juft contempt. Michal had not any children by 
David ; but flie had five fons by her other huflbancf, 
to whom Saul, her father, gave her in marriage, 
after he, had forcibly taken her from David. 

By this time the palace (which Hiram, king of 
Tyre, had furnifhed David with men and materials 
to build) wasfinilhed ; and as he was reflecting on 
the meannefs of God's habitation compared with 
his own, it came into his mind to build a temple for 
Je _ his religious* worfhip, and to place in it the ark of 
the Lord. He communicated his defign to the pro- 
phet Nathan, who at firft approved of it : but that 
night the word of the Lord came to Nathan (b) 
to this effed: " Go and tell David I accept of 



thought it advifeable to employ his time in fubdu- 
ing his enemies on every fide, that, when his fon 
came to undertake fo great an affair, he might meet 
with as little interruption aspoffible. 

In confequence of thefe thoughts he immediately 
gathered togetherhis forces* and refolved firft to at- 
tack the Philiftines, who had twice invaded him foon 
after his accelfion to the throne. The army being 
prepared, he accordingly marched againft the ene- 
my, took from them the greateft part of their coun- 
try, and added it to the pofTeffions of his own peo- 
ple. He then marched againft the Moabites, whom 
he totally fubdued ; and having deftroyed two thirds 
of their army, took the reft captive, and rendered 
them tributary. After this he turned his victorious 
arms on Adrazar , the fon of Arach,king of Sophene, 
whom he defeated near the Euphrates ; 10,000 foot, 
and 5000 horfe, fallingin the a<flion. Of athoufand 
chariots taken he referved but one hundred) order- 
ing the reft to be con fumed. 
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Nthe mean time Adad, king of Syria and Da^ x D s 3 a ™ a ' 
mafcus, having heard of the ill fuccefs of Ad ra- teats Adad, * 
zar, who was his particular friend and ally, mar- 
ched with a ftrong body of forces to his affiftance. 
He joined Adrazar's army near the river Euphrates, 
when a defperate battle cnfiied between his army 
and that of David, in which the former, contrary 
to his expectations, was defeated, ia,ooo of his men 
being killed on the fpot, and the remainder obliged 
to fave themfelvesby a precipitate flight. 

This kin g Adad is taken notice of by Nicholaus of Acconntof 

0 J Nicholaus, 

the hifto- 



ma. 



{a) David hid <iu\le his royal ornaments, and was girded with a Am- 
ple ephod, which was ti*cil by ihofe who were not priefts. His moving 
in cm \.\ folnnn n>rafures, ftiitrd to nufick of the feme character and 
tendency, was highly to the ptirpofes of" piety; and his mixing with the 
public fr'HvjiSrs of the people was a condefcenfion not unbecoming the 
£rcatef\ monarch. Policy taught Auguttns to put himfelf on a level with 



his fuhj-fls in their public rejoicings ; piety taught David that all 

were upon a level in the folemnitics of religion. 



en 



(b) At what time this prophet began to appear in Ifrael wc are not 
any where informed. He was a man of great prudence and fine addrefs, 
who knew how to mitigate the rigour of his reproofs with a great deal 
of fwectnefs and wifdom, which qualified him fo well for the converfari. 
on of kings, and other great perfons. He was equally cfteemcd and 
beloved by David ; and, in his conducl towards him, maintained a juft 
medium between an inflexible aufkrity, and a fervile flattery* 
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Damafcus, in the fifth book of his hiftory ; who fays, 
4t A certain valiant man, named Adatl, reigned over 
u Damafcus and Syria, Phoenicia only excepted. 
cc He haying declared war againft: David, feveral 
ic reucouiiters took place between them, butatlaft 
" he was overcome at Euphrates, behaving himfelf 
iC with the refolution of a brave prince and a great 
lc commander." The fame writer, in fpcaking of 
the pofterity of Adad, fays, cc After his death his 
" pofterity, for the fucceeding generations, poflefled 
Cc thefovereignty, each, at the time he became king, 
u taking upon him the name of Adad, as the kings of 
4C Egypt did that of Ptolemy. The third of thefe 
cc becoming very powerful, refolved to renew the 
war his father had begun ; upon which he made 
an inroad into Judea, and ranfacked the country 
" now called Samaria." This account of Nicholaus 
is authentic ; for this is that Adad who invaded 
Samaria, when Ahab reigned over Ifrael; 
David har* . David, having reduced the Syrians, and made 
in m hcd himfelf mafter of that country, put garrifonsinto the 

Having, done this he returned home, loaded with 
fpoils and honours : but all the valuable articles, 
fuch as gold, Ixlver, and a particular fort of brafs, 
which was more efteemed than gold, was the metal 
Solomon afterwards vtfed in making fome of the vef- 
fels for the fervice of his temple. 

The fuccefles of David were enhanced by tliofe 
which attended his deputies, feveral of whom he dif- 
patched, with a proper number of forces, to engage 
the enemy in fuch parts as he had directed. Among 
thefe was Abifliai, Joab's brother, who being lent 
out with an army againft the Idumasans, totally fub- 
dued them, killing 18,00?; on thefpot, and making 
the ftirvivors tributary to David. 

When Toi, the king of Hamah, heard of the great 
w. victories obtained by David, he fent his fon Joram 

fenJs'to" to congratulate him on the occafion ; and made him 
SSI a confiderable prefent of veU'els of gold, lilver, &c. 

(all Which he dedicated to God) as an acknow- 
ledgement for his having deftroyed the power of his 
moft inveterate enemies. 

Though David's attention had been engaged in 
the proiecution of foreign wars, yet, at the fame 
time, he was not unmindful of adminiftering juftice 
fc to his fubjects at home : for the effiedling of which 

he had a certain number of very great men employ- 
ed in the higheft offices of truft- Joab was cap- 
tain-general ; Jehofaphat, keeper of the records ; 
Abiathar, high-priett ; Sezaiah, fecretary of ftate ; 
Benaiah, captain of his guard ; and his own fons, 
prime minifters of his houfhold. To thefe David 
added one more, namely, Mephibofheth, the fon of 
fon. Jonathan, whom, with great difficulty, he found 
Km^Ka- out 5 ky ni eans of one Ziba, who had for many years 
hasffaits. been a fervant to Saul. He reftored to him all his 
to^ongra- g ran ^ father's eftates ; and though he was a cripple 

tulate his ' ^ 1 m " * ' * " * ** * 1 

fori. 
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( y), and lame of both his feet, yet (from the great 
refpetft he had for his father) he entertained him 
with the moft diftinguifhed kindnefs, and ordered 
him to fit with his own fons at the royal table. 
Some time after this, David, hearing of the death 
fadors arc Q £ Y\\$ good friend and allay Nahafli, king; of the 

treated J <• ■ V 

with igno- Ammonites, lent his compliments or condolence to 

his fon and fucceflbr Hanun : but the great men who 
were about the young king made him believe that 
the fole intent of David's fending this embafly was, 
to fpy out the weaknefs of the city, and in what place 
it might be moft ad vantageoufly afTaulted . In con- 
fequence of this, he ordered his ambafladors to be 
half lhaved (/>), and their cloaths cut fhort even to 

*• the waift ; and with this ignominious appearance 

they were difmiflcd. 



(a) Mcphiboflieth was very young at the time his father was (lain 
at the bardc of Gilboa; the news of which threw the nurfc into fuch 
conUerarion, ihar, asftie wis endeavouring to make her cfcape with him 
Hie In him fall, and lie received fuch injury as ro be lame ever after. 

(b) The wearing of longj brards and garments was then (as is ftill) 
the fashion o f the call, where the/ were deemed badges of honour, 
and conlVqiiemly, rhe cuttimr off, or curtailing of cither, was confidered 
as the greatell indignity. Nay, in fome places, the cutting off the beard 
was nor only looked upon as a matter of the higheft reproach, butalfoof 
the fevercit pimilhnif nr. It was the fame thing anciently among the 

Indians, and is at this day among the Peritans. It was one of the moft 



David, fired with indignation at this treatment of 
his ambairadors as a violation of the law of nati-rtSjJ 
ons, as well as hofpitality and honour, determined 
to aflert his dignity, and avenge the infult he had amb^? 
himfelf through them received froiA their king.^ v 
The principalmen amongft the Ammonites, con- 
fcious that fo flagrant a breach of friendfhip would 
excite the refentment of the king of Ifrael, no 
fooner heard of his determination, than they pre- 
pared for oppofition, and difpatched ambafladors 
toSyrus, king of Mefopotamia, as well as the kings ne|i 
of Zoba, Maachah, and Ifhtob, who, for valuable mom*, 
confulerations, furnifhed them with a powerful^, 
armament; 
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s victories over the Ammonites. The hiftory of Da± 
' and Bathfhtba^ the wife of one of his 'military of- 
ficers. " Abfalom takes away the life of Aranon for 
committing a rape on his own fiftcr^ 




AVID, by no means intimidated by the pre-»$u: 
paration of the Ammonites in forming fuch 
powerful alliances, maintained his refolution, con- 
fcious of the juftice of his caufe, and depending 
therefore on the Divine aid and prote&ion, Hcfejjf, 
appointed Joab commander of a feleft body of Wyrf 
forces, and difpatched him againft the enemy. He the 
pitched his camp near Rabbath, their metropolis ; mo 
whereupon they came out, and fet themfelves in 
array in two bodies, the auxiliaries being fixed on 
the plains by themfelves, and the Ammonites beford 
the port over-againft the Hebrews. Joab obferv- 
ing the difpofition of the enemy, as an expert ge^ 
neral oppofed ftratagem to ftratagem, and feled> 
ing the choiceft men, prepared to head them, and 
charge the confederates ; while he gave his brother 
Abifliai the command of the reft of the army, with 
orders to attack the Ammonites, and come to his 
relief, if he fhould find him opprefTed by the 
confederates. 

Having exhorted his brother, and the troops 
under his command, to a conduA becoming their 
country and caufe, Joab began the aftion by an at- 
tack on the Syrians, who, for fome time, withftood 
him with great bravery, till, difmayed by the 
flaughter around them, they betook themfelves to 
flight j and the Ammonites, obferving the confulion 
into which the confederates were thrown, followed 
their example, and, with the utmoft precipitation, 
ran towards the city, before Abifhai's detachment 
could come up with them. So that Joab returned v 
to Jerufalem with honour. 

This defeat, however, did not fupprefs the hoftile 
defigns of the Ammonites, who fent to Chalama, a Tie] 
king of the Syrians, beyond Euphrates, and hired of JJg 
him an army of auxiliaries. Shobach was his lieu-^ 
tenant-general, and had command of 80,000 foot and ^1 
7000 horfe. When David received intelligence that«*jg 
the Ammonites were fo powerfully reinforced, he^, 
determined to take the command in perlbn ; fo that 
paffing the river Jordan with the whole army, he 
gave them battle, and routed them with great flaugh- 
ter. Forty thoufand foot, and feven thoufand of their 
horfe, fell in the aftion ; and Shobach, the general of 
the Syrians, received a wound which proved mortal. JS** 
The Mefopotamians, awed by this victory, fubinit- Dai 
ted to the king of Ifrael, and gratified him with 
prefents by their ambafladors. After this glorious 
enterprize, David returned in fafety to Jerufalem* 
As foon as the feafon would permit, he fent Joab 




difpracrful pnnifhments for cowardice in Sparta ; for thofe who turned 
tin ir backs in the day of battle, were obliged to appear abroad with on« 
halt* of their beards fhaved, and the other half unlhaved. There were 
two regions which caufed the eaftcrns of old, as well as at prefent, to look 
upon the beard us venerable : in thefirft place, they confidered it as a na« 
tnral ornament defi^nrd to diftinguifh men from women; fecondlft 
•it was the mark of a free ^an in oppofuiou to flaves; fo that, in every 
view, the infult of Hanun to r lie ambailadors of David was capital. It 
was a violation of the law of nature, of hofpitality, and cf the right 
of nations. 
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ao-ainft the turbulent Ammonites, over-ran their 
country, laid it vvafte, drove them into their metro- 
polis, and blocked them up. 

While Joab was carrying on the fiege of Rabbah, 
David, though a perfon of great piety towards God, 
juftice with refbeel to man, and a ftxidt obferver of 
the lawsand cuffcoms delivered by his forefathers, be- 
came guilty of a great fin and offence againft his 
Divine Protect or. As he was one evening walking 
on the top of his palace, for the benefit of the air, 
he efpied a woman, of a molt exquifite fhape and 
beauty, bathing herfelf in her garden. He was fo 
ftruck with her appearance, that he made immediate 
enquiry who {he was, and was informed that her 
name was Bathfheba, and that fhe was the wife of 
Uriah, the Hittite, an officer of his army, who was 
then with Joab at the fiege of Rabbah. Incorife- 
quence of this information, he ordered her to be 
brought to the palace, when her appearance fo 
wrought on his paflions, that he took her that night 
to his bed, and the next morning difmifTed her. 
*!?hB»h- A fhort time after, finding herfelf with child, fhe 
Sb* went to David, told him her fituation, and withal 

defired him to confult her honour arid fafety, in 
deviling fome means whereby it might be conceal- 
Tnhior ed. David hereupon fent a meflenger to Joab, with 
Vifcb. orders for Uriah to come to him immediately, as he 

had fome bufinefs to relate to him of a very particu- 
lar nature ; but his whole intent was, to give Uriah 
the opportunity of lying with his wife, that the 
child, when it was born, might be reputed his. 
Uriah was fent for agreeable to the royal order ; and 
after the king had alked him fome queftions rela- 
? f i?* WlB tivc to the fituation of the army, and the ftate of the 



David 
commits 



to go 



Uriah ncg- 
lttl? tfci 



fiege, he ordered him to go home and refrefh him- 
felf after his journey, fending after him a hand fome 
collation for his cntertaiment. 
Uriah, inftead of going home, as the king had or- 
x^$or- j ere( J^ flept that night in the guard-room; infor- 

mation of which being given to David the next 
morning, he refolved on another expedient to ac- 
complim his wifhes. He invited him to fup that 
ni<rht at his own table, ? and prevailed with him to 
drink to fuch a pitch, that he did not doubt but the 
heat of the liquor would fo inflame his defires as to 
make him go home to his wife. This fcheme like- 
wife failed ; for Uriah flept in the fame place he had 
done the preceding night ; upon which, the next 
morning,David alked him how it came to pafs, that, 
after being fo long away from his wife, inftead of 
wcompiy. going to her, as moft men would do in his circum- 

ftances, he feemed-to fliun her company ? To this 
Urian replied, u I do not think it fair to indulge 
cc myfelf in the arms of my wife, at a time when I 
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" know my general and fellow-foldiers are lying on 
<; the bare ground in an enemy's country." 
avu i C m * D av i t ^ finding all his efforts proved ineffectual, at 

length hit upon a project for taking away Uriah's 
life. He ordered him back to the army, and with 
him fent a letter to Joab, commanding him, on the 
firft dangerous attack, to place Uriah in the front, 
and privately to tell thofe who fhould be with him at 
the time, that, as foon as they found the Ammonites 
prefs forward, they fhould retreat, and leave Uriah 
expofed to the enemy. Joab Ariel] y obeyed the kings 
orders : he poftcd Uriah on the very fpot where he 
knew the enemy would make the moft vigorous de- 
fence, and, the better to conceal the defign, placed 
with him fome of the braveft men in his army. He 
made an apology toUriah for allotting him fo dange- 
rous a fituation ; but being a man of courage, and 
not fufpedting the mifchief intended, he undertook 
the charge with the greateft chearfulnefs. 

When the Ammonites faw the Hebrews approach 
near the walls of the city, they thought it high time 
to begin the attack j and fuddenly thro wing open one 
of their gates, made a defperate fally on the front 
behav" ranks of the Hebrews. The men who were with 
with Uriah, agreeable to the orders of Joab, immediately 
fled, and left their leader to fall a lacrifice to the ene- 
my. He did all that was in the power of a fingle 
man to do againft numbers, and, after receiving fe- 
ver ai wounds, fell like a man of honour and courage- 
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t (<*) The word'Solomon is properly derived from Schalom, which fig- 
nifas/>rtf<:^ intimating that his reign fliould be psaceable : but Nathan 



As foon as Uriah was de<id, Joab difpttched a gfj^w 
iiielienger to inform David <g*f the even t, who return- of his 
cd with orders to carry on tKe fiege till he had made dcath# 
himfelf mafter of the city ; then to raze it to the 
ground, and put all the inhabitants to the fword. D av id 

In the mean time Bathfheba, the wife of Uriah, ta **£^ h- 
beinginformed of herhufband's death, lamented and wife, and 
mourned for him fome days ; but as foon as the time fj at jj c a r {oTi 
was elapfed for obferving that ceremony, DaVtd 
fent for her, and took her to wife, foon after which 
flie brought him a fon. 

This marriage greatly offended the Almighty, 
who appearing to Nathan, the prophet, in a dream, 
enjoined him to inform David how much he was 
diipleafed with his conduft. Nathan, who was a 
man of great prudence, conlidering within himfelf 
that kings, when angry, are prone to hearken 
more to the dictates or paffion than reafbn, re- 
folved not to tell David in plain terms the wrath 
and threatnings of the Almighty, but to difcover 
it to him in fuch a manner, that he fhould be under 
the neceflity of condemning himfelf. Accordingly, 
when he came before the king, he addrefTed him as Nathan t 
follows : cc There were (fays he) two men whoanaiie2or£ 

" lived in the fame city the one was rich, and convfncei 
46 poffeffed many affes, and great herds and flocks David of 

4C of oxen and flieep ; the other was poor, and had oufnefrof 
but one little ewe-lamb, which he had brought his crime, 
up andnourifhed with his children. It happened 
cc that a ft ranger came to the rich's man houfe,whom 
cc he was bound, by honour, to entertain ; but in- 
cc ftead of doing it at his own expence, he fent a 
<c perfon to bring away >by force,the poor man's e we- 
" lamb, which he dreffed, and fet before his gucft." 
A villain ! fays the king, to do fo bafe and unjuft an 
a&. I would have him make four-fold fatisfaction, 
and after that be put to death. 44 Why then, (fays 
44 Nathan), thou thyfelf art the man, and out of thy 
C4 own mouth haft thou proriounced judgement on 
cC thyfelf/' He then told him that he had greatly de- 
fer ved the Divine difpleafure, in offending that God, 
who had made him king over all the Hebrews, and 
lord of the nations round about him ; and who had 
feveral times delivered him out of the hands of 
Saul. That the Almighty had given him wives, 
whom he had lawfully married ; and that for him 
to take away another's man wife, and to betray ,^ 
her hufband to the enemy, and to death, was a crime Nathan 
of the moft unpardonable nature. That God would DaWdof 
chaftife him for this tranfgreflion, by caufing his th * Divin * 
women to be ravifhed by one of his fons, who fhould ven ^l^ 
lay fnares for his life ; and that he, who had com- 
mitted fo great a fin in private, fhould be brought 
to public fhame and punilhment. He concluded 
with this prefage, that the fon of his unlawful love 



fhould furely die 

David havingreceived this meffage from God, by navui r*. 
the mouth of Nathan, was thrown into the greateix P cmf - 
confufiou: he wept bitterly, made an ample confef- 
fion of his guilt, and, in the moft fervent manner, im- 
plored pardon for the offence he had committed. Till 
this time he had lived in the fear of God, and, except 
in the cafe of Uriah, had never been guilty of any 
kind of wickednefs. Wherefore the Almighty, up- 
on his fincere repentance, took compaffion on him, 
and commanded Nathan to tell him, that the eternal 
punifhment due to his tranfgreflion he had remitted, 
but the temporal fhould be inflicted on him ; that he 
fhould not be put to death, or lofe his kingdom j 
neither fhould the fword depart from his family. 

It was not long before part of the fentence, de- 
nounced againft David for his tranfgreflioas, took' 
place; for the child, which he had by Bathlheba, 
was taken fick, and died. While it was ill, David 
fafted and prayed for feven days, befeeching the Al- sUebadie*, 
mighty to preferve its life ; but when it was dead, 
he acknowledged the juttnefs of God, and chcar- 
fully fubmittingtohiswill, made his ardent fupplicd- 
tions to him, that the remainder of his afflictions 
might be mixed with mercy. This was, in fome mea- * 
fure, complied with ; for, in a proper fpace of time, 
he had another fon by Bathfheba, who, by the direc- 
tion of the prophetNathan,was named Solomon (a) . 
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gave the name of .Jsdidnh, which fignifies the beUvtd f>f Ctd> The 
fcripturcs, however, never call Jiim hj this namc ; only by thai 
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"During thefe trail faftionsjoab was carrying on the 
licgc of R:ibbah, and renewing his ai&iults every 
day. He at length gotjSbiTeftion of the works which 
llipplied the city with water. Having thus far dip- 
trefled the enemy, he difpatcheda melfeiigcr to ac- 
quaint the king, that the city was reduced to the 
xvtmoit extremity ; that it was in no condition to hold 
out much longer ; and therefore he delired him to 
come in pcrfon, that he might have the honour of 
taking it. David, agreeable to his general's dellre, 
thereof went with a ftrcng reinforcement, took the place by 
Rabiiah. ftorm, and divided the fpoil among his foldiers, re- 

ring only to himfelf fuch articles as belonged to 
iuKi'iic, ami the king, among which was the crown of incftimable 
divides the va | ue- Having thus reduced the city*, he put thofc, 

4 " who had held out againft him, to the mo ft exquifite 
the Am- torments ; and the inhabitants of other places, who 
urtaityae? would not immediately furrender, he treated with 
fated, the like feverity - Thus were the Ammonites totally 

fubdued by David, who, returning with his army 
to Jerufalem, was received by the people with the 
loudeft acclamations of joy. 

David had been but a fliort time at Jerufalem, af- 
ter conquering the Ammonites before a circumftance 
occured in his family that gave him great uneafinefs. 
He had feveral fons, but only one daughter, a virgin, 
named Tamar, who was lifter to Abfalom by the 
fame mother. She was moft exquilitely beautiful in 
her perfon, and poflefled of every female accom- 
plifhment. Amnon, the eldeft fon of David, by ano- 
ther queen, fell defperately in love (0) with her, and, 
for fome time pined away with an hopelefs defire of 
obtaining her. At length, by the advice and contri- 
vance of Jonadab, his intimate friend and coufin- 
german, he found means to decoy her into his apart- 
ment, when, notwithftanding all her entreaties and 
cxpoftulations, he firft raviflied, her, and, when his 
brutifh paffion was fatisfied, in a fullen humour bid 
her be ffone. She for fome time remonftrated with 
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ignominy to which flie muft be expofed j but all re- 
monftrances were in vain ; and Amnon finding her 
unwilling to go, at length ordered his fervants to 
turn her out of the houfe. 



In thisdiftrefled fituation Tamar immediately re- 
paired to her brother Abfalom, and related to him 
>: the whole particulars of what had palled. Abfa- 

lom, though a man naturally of a high fpirit, ad- 
vifed her, as the molt prudent method, to be lilent 

Abuhont , r , n t • ft t • 

Mcleavnnrs oil the occalion, bccauie her raviiner was heir appa- 
|bpaciiy rent to the crown ; and he fo artfully concealed 

his own refentment, that the people doubted whe- 
ther he even knew of the tranfaction. In the mean 
time David, having heard of the circumftance, was 
greatly afflicted ; but as Amnon was his eldeft and 
moft beloved fon, he did not think proper to expofe 
him by punifliment. 

About two years after this (during which time 
Tamar redded with her brother) Abfalom took the 
Concerts a opportunity of revenging the injury done by Am- 
piari to non to his lifter. It being the time of fhefcp-fliear- 
fyoTicfJf 2 iug (which was ufually attended with great mirth 

and jolity) he invited the king and all the princes 
of the blood, to come to his country, feat at Hazor, 
to partake of the entertainment. David excufed 
himfelf, by faying he would not put him to fo great 
a trouble as muft confequently follow his attend- 
ance. On this Abfalom defired he would permit bis 
brothers to come ; to which the king readily com- 



his lifter's 
honour. 



plied. Thev accordingly went to Ila/or, where, 
while thvv were en«>ajred in [calling and drinking, 
the fervants of Abfalom (who hat! received previous 
inftructions how to a«5t) fuddenly fell on Amnon/ 
and immediately difpauhedhiiii. 
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To cfcape his fat /set 9 s re {cut went ^ Abfdicn: /lies to Gejbnrt 
Joab reconciles him to David, slbfakr,} erg^ges in re* 
bcllion, and is guilty of h eacAes of piety and filial duty 
through the perjuafiotf of Jhithophet. 
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THE unexpected violence 011 Amnon fo alarmed 
the reft of the princes, that fearful of meet- 
ing the like fate, they precipitately left the place,and 
fled with all expedition, to their father's houfe. A 
meflenger who was difpatched on the occafion* ar- 
riving ftrft at the palace, with a relation of the event, 
David was thrown into the utmoft confirmation, 
fuppofing that Abfalom had killed all his fons ; but 
his fears were fodn removed by the arrival of the 
princes, when a f bene of the moft affecting nature 
took place, the father and fons reciprocally greet- 
ing each other with tears, and all lamenting the 
cruel death of Amnon. 

In the mean time Abfalom, knowing how highly 
his father would refent this treacherous murder, fled 
to his mother's relations, and was entertained by his 
grand-father Talmai, at Gefhur. Here he remained 
three years ; at the expiration of which Joab per- titfrato 
ceiving that David had a fecret defire to fee Abfalom, G «*w. 
projected a fcheme for facilitating the accomplifh- 
ment of his willies, without expofing him to cenfure 
for his conduct. He procured an ancient and artful 
woman from Tekoah, and having drefled her in 
mourning, introduced her to the king, with a f c ifi^*j oai . fo 
ed petition for the life of one of her fons who had t agcmf« 
killed the other. She related her tale in fo appa-[J*^ 
rently an affecting manner, that the king was indu-faf 0 m, 
ced to comply with her requeft ; upon which flie 
told him that the cafe ftie had been fiating was Ab- 
falofti's, arid that, if he was di(pofed to flie w mercy 
to a private man, there was much more reafon for 
his pardoning his own Ton, whofe abfence the peo- 
ple lamented, and for whom they had the grcateft 
refpedt. 

David eafily faw through this piece of artifice, 
and, on interrogating the woman, found it (as he 
fufpected) to have been concerted by Joab. He 
therefore fent for him, told him he had gained his 
point, and ordered him to recall Abfalom. Joab, 
highly pleafcd with the royal command, immedi-^^ 
ately went to Gefhur, and without delay, brought Ab&iooa 
Abfalom 'wifh him to Jerufalem. When the king**"* 
was informed of his arrival he ordered him to go 
to his own houfe, and there live retired with his fa- 
mily, as he did not yet choofe to admit him into his 
pretence ; nor would he, by any means allow him 
to appear in public. 

In this reclufe manner did Abfalom live for two 
years with his family, (which confifted of three fons y 
and one daughter named Tamar) when, being tired 
of his fituation, he fent to Joab,in treating him to in- 
tercede with his father for a free pardon. Joab, not 

complying with his requeft,he fenttohimagain ;but 
receiving no anfwer, he ordered fome of his people 
to go to a field of corn belonging to Joab, and fet it 



of Solomon ; but for what reafon we cannot tell, unlcfs we may fup- 
pofc that the people, being harraflTed in war during his father's reign, 
might be pi fa fed with his name, and ufc h rather than the other to inti- 
mate their hopes and long defire of peace. And for this reafou, among 
others, it may be inferred, that Solomon was horn after the conclufion 
of the Ammonium war ; though the facrcd hiftory takes occation, from 
the death of BcthftVba's firft-horn, to relate that event firft. Bctbftie- 
ba had fome, time after another fon, whom David called Nathan 5 and it 
is iu him that the two lines of Our Saviour's genealogy unite themfelvcs, 
who, on Jofrpfi's fide defcended from Solomon, and on Mary's, from 
Nathan, Sec Maun. i. 6, 7. Luke iii. 31. 

(a) It is natural to think that the pa/fion of love is no where Co waft- 
ing and vexatious, as where it is unlawful. A quick fenfeef guilt, 
cfpecialiy where it h enormous, as in the prefent inftance, Xlrikcs the 



the foul with horror ; and the impofTtbility of an innocent gratification 
loads that horror with defperation, A conflict too cruel and too dread- 
ful for human beiring. Witnefs the two moft remarkable inftances of 
it found in hiftwry j that of Amiochns for Stratonicc, his mothe r in hnv; 
and this of Amnon for Tamar, his lifter. Indeed, that of Antiodius ap- 
pears the lefs criminal of the two, infbmnch as he feetned determined 10 
conceal his till death, and at the fame time to haftcn that death to pre- 
vent its publication, had not the fagacity of his phyfician difcovercd ir. 
Though poflibly Amnon had done the fame, had not the importunity of 
his falfe and fubtle friend Jonadab, the fon of Shimeah, David s bro- 
ther drawn the fecret from him. It is lamentable to think that the heirs 
of royalty, whofe virtue is of infinitely more confcquencc than that of 
meaner men, lhould yet be under more temptations to taint it. 
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A bfiIom 
!tinft«cd 
id the 
king's 

fiTuttl, 



Abfalom 

ifairci to 
the cxo»<-*n 



on fire. As foon as Joab was informed of this, he 
went to Abfalom, and afkedhim why he treated him 
in that manner ? Upon which he anfwered, cc I had 
4t no other method of getting a fight of you. I 
<c wrote to you about interceding for me to my fa- 
< 4 ther, but you ha venot taken the leaft notice of it. 
" Let me befecch you to try if you can pacify him ; 
" for the manner in which I now live is a greater 
" punifliment to me than when I was in exile." 
This had the delired effect. Joab immediately 
complied with his requcft, and fo far fuccceded, that 
Abfalom, was ordered into the king's prcfcnce. As 
foon as he faw his father he fell proftrate on the 
ground, and, in the moft humiliatingmanner, beg- 
ged pardon for the offence he had committed. Up- 
on this the king took him by the hand, raifcd him 
from the ground, and falutcdhim, as a token of his 
forgivencfs and royal favour. 

Abfalom was, in perfon, one of the handfomeft 
men in all Ifracl ; nor was his beauty the leaft im- 
paired by the punifliment he had lately undergone. 
He was remarkable for having a prodigious head of 
hair, which he had cut once every year ; and the 

quantity was ufually fo great, that, in general, it 

This greatly 

added to the natural beauty of his perfon ; and hav- 
ing a graceful air of addrefs, he was particularly 
noticed by all ranks of people. 

Some time after Abfalom was reftored to his fa-, 
ther'sfavour (Amnon, his elder brother, being flain, 
and his fecond brother dead) he confidercd himfelf 
as prefumptlvc heir to the crown, and thereupon 
t affe<5ted a ftate and equipage greater tliaii ufual . He 
provided himfelf with chariots and horfes, and had 

But not- 



weighed about two hundred fliekels. 



a guard of fifty men to attend his perfon. 
withftandingall this pomp, he was fo obfequiousand j 
humble in his manner, as to ftoop to the mcaneft 
aiffimuia- people who had any thing to fay to him. He offered 

jus fervice to all who requeftcd any favour at court ; 
and, at proper opportunities, took the advantage of 
inftilling into the people's minds a bad opinion of 
his father's adminiftration, intimating, that the pub- 

if he was at the 



lie affairs were neglected, and that, 
helm,bufinefs fiiould be conduced in a very differ- 
ent manner. By thefearts and inlinuations, which 
were advantageoufly feconded by the comlinefs of 
his perfon, and the familiarity of his addrefs, he 
gained the hearts of the people, and prepared them 
for becoming ferviceable to. his ambitious and trea- 
cherous deligns. • 

In the fourth year after the reconciliation took 
placebetwccn David and Abfalom, the latter* think- 
ing matters were properly ripe for his purpofc, de- 
fircd leave of his father to go to Hebron, pretend- 
ing lie had made a vow in his exile, that, whenever 
it fiiould picafc God to bring him back to Jerufa- 
lem, he would offer, in that place, a folcmn facrifice 
of thankfgiving. The king, little fufpedting his 
hidden dclign, and being defirous that all religious v 

oesto f erv i Ces fhould be performed, gave him free per- 
son oa miffion to go, wifliing him a good journey, and a 
P™ on - fafe return. 



Abfalom accordingly fet out for Hebron, accom- 
panied by a great multitude of people, cxclufivc of 
his own guards and attendants, who, not knowing 
his delign, went from a pure motive of attending 
the facrifice. As foon as he came to Hebron, he fent 
i h ; tl hd for Ahithophel, David's counfellor, and difpatched 
tcomesA emiflaries into different parts to found the inclina- 
Sn^r 1 ti° n of the feveral tribes, and to exhort thofe, whom 

they fhould gain over to his party, to be ready to 
take up arms, as foon as they flipuld hear that he 
was proclaimed king. 

Thefe emiflaries proved very fuccefsful in their 
embafly. Abfalom was the darling of the people, 
who, on the fummons, flocked to him from every 

bfaiomis P art 5 anc '> being proclaimed king in Hebron, a 
©claimed general infurrcftion took place. 

In the mean time David, having received intelli- 
gence of his fon's treachery, and the great fuccefs he 
had met with among the people, thought it not fafe 
^f?om t .° cont i m teany longer in Jerufalem. Leaving, there- 
ufiicm. fore, his palace to thc[care often of his concubines, 
he fet out with a defijrn of retiring beyond Jordan, 
taking with him the fix hundred troops who had fo 
clofcly ftuck by him during the time he was perfe- 



cutcd by Saul, and accompanied by a great number 
of his moft intimate and fincerc friends. 

When Zadock and Abiathar, the high-pricfts, 
underftood thatDavid wasabout to leave Jerufalem, 



they took out the ark of the Lord to accompany him p r ^ ft h an!l 




gjiiui intelligence 01 inc enemy 

anddefigns ; while their own characters were too f^_ aicli;rafcJ - 
cred to fear any violence from the ufurpe/. Alii- 
maaz, the fon of Zadock, and Jonathan, the fon of 
Abiathar, he left with their fathers, knowing them 
to be ftrietly devoted to his intereft ; but Ittai, the 
Gittite, who wasnolefs his friend, would not.leavc 
him, not withftanding David earncftly prcflcdhim to 
continue in the citv. 

« * 

As David was afcending Mount Olivet, walking 
barefoot, and the campany about him weeping, he 
received intelligence that Ahithophcl was gone over Davul 
to the faction of Abfalom. This gave him great j£?".r f c- 
uueafinefs, well knowing his diltinguifhed abilities tion of 
asaftatefman; upon which he prayed to God fo to 
infatuate Ahithophel, that he might be deprived of 
his powers, and thereby rendered ufelefs to his re- 
bellious fon and rival. 

When David had got to the top of the mount, ^ mkm 
he efpicd his faithful friend and counfellor Hu- Hushaf, a 

fliai, who had followed him unknown, and, with tiaTrJhel 
all expreffions of forrow at feeinghim in fuch diftrefs, 
earneftly intrcated that he might fhare with him i n * bam,3CVI * 
his fortune. But David enjoined him to return, tell- 
ing him he would be more ferviceable to him in 
the city, by pretending to adhere to Abfalom, and by 
defeating the counfels of Ahithophel, who was en- 
gaged in his fon's meafures, and from whofe great 
abilities he thought himfelf in the utmoft danger. 

David had fcarc paffed over Mount Olivet, when 
Ziba, whom he had made ftcward to IVIephiboflieth, 
his friend Jonathan's fon, accofted him, and pre- 
fentcd him with a confiderablc quantity of wine and 
other provifions. David afkcd him where his matter 
was ; to which the perfidious wretch replied, hehad 2lblfair< . Ijr 
left him in Jerufalem, where he determined to re- J^g^ 5 jjj* 
main, in hopes, from the prefent broils, of being gaiJhis 
himfelf chofen king. The too cridulous David, in eftate - 
this general diftraction of his affairs, believing the 
accufation to be true, made an hafty grant of all Me- „ 
phiboflieth'seftate to the bafeand treacherous Ziba. 

When David came near to Behurim, a city belong- 
ing to the tribe of Benjamin, oneShsmci, a defcen- 
dant of the family of Saul, who lived there, threw ^ 
ftones at him, and, in the hearing of the whole mul- C u r £ 
titude, loaded with him the bittereft reproaches. ^^,* ho 
This fo irritated Abifhai, that he begged permiftion refcnt- 
to difpatch the rebel for his infolcnce ; but David ^Vaf 
wouldnot, by any means, fufferhini to commit fuch 
a violence. He bore all with great patience and re- 
fignation to the Divine will, being confeicus of his 
own guilt in the cafe of Uriah, and of the Divine 
jufliceinthuspunifliinghim for his trangreflions. 

While David was at Behurim, Abfalom, and his 



e: 
s 



goe* 



party, entered Jerufalem, and were received with 
the general acclamations of the people. Ilufhai, not 
forgetting the inftru<51ions given him by David, went 
to Abfalom, coniplimcntedhlm on the occalion, and Hmhaj 
offered him his ftrviccs. The latter, knowing that 
Hufliai was his father's friend and counfellor, at firft JJjg^ 
bantered him for pretending to defcrt his old matter; 1 a ora * 
but Hufliai, excufed himfelf in fuch*a manner, and 
anfwered all his queftions with fuch fub # tilties, that 
Abfalom's jealoufly ceafed, and he admitted him a 
member of his privy-council. 

Abfalom, placing his dependance chiefly on the 
abilities of Ahithophcl, fcnt for him to confult what Ahirtio- 
meafureswere moft proper topurfue, in order to efta- l^achc- 
blifli him on his father's ttfrbne. The treacherous ™ u J o coun 
ftatefman advifed him, firft, to lie publicly with Da- Abfalom. 
vid's concubines ; Ci for (fays he) by fo doing, you 
* c will convince the people that a reconciliation can 
< c never take place between you and your father ; the 
iC confequence of which will be, that the foldicrs 
u will exert their utmoft endeavours in vour behalf. 



..w ■ * 




cc They have hitherto been fearful of openly cfpouf- 
" 1X1 S your caufe, being apprehenfive that if a re- 
4< conciliation fhould take .place, they might fall 
ci victims to vour father's relentment . " This advice 
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Abfalom 
follow*. 



being approved of by Abfalom, Be ordered a tent to 
be immediately erected on the top of the palace, 
where (as had been foretold liy the prophet Na- 
than) he lay with his father's cdncubines in the pre- 
fence of the people. 



G II A P. 



Abialom rejects the conn/el of Ahithophel, who hangs 
himfelf />; the rage of difappointment. Abfalom cri- 
gages+the army of his father, is defeated and fain by 
Joab. 



AVING thus far follov/ed the advice of Ahi- 




Ahitho- 
phcl's 
counfcl 
for taking 
off the 
king Hid- 
den iy. 



Hmhaiop- 
pofes the 
counfei of 

Ahitho- 
phel. 



Itisunivcr- 
fally ap- 
proved. 



Hushai ac- 
quainted) 
David with 
what naf- 

fel, bv 
means of 
the h 

font. 



They are 
concealed 

in a well. 



1 1 thophel, Abfalom next afked him, what fteps 
he thought moft proper to take, in profecuting the 
war againft his father. Aliithophel afked for ten 
thoufand choice men, with whom, he faid, he would 
fet off that very night in purfuit of David : that as 
his guards mult, from the great fatigue of march- 
ing, be unable to make any material refiftance, he 
flibuld confequentlyreduce them to immediate fub- 
jcdlion; and he doubted not of bringing back with 
him the head of David, as a proof of his conqueft. 
Though this propofition was not difapproved of by 
Abfalom, yet he did not chufe to have it carried in- 
to execution, without confulting Hufhai. He ac- 
cordingly fent for him to attend the council j when 
being informed of what had pafTed, hedidnotfeem 
to disapprove of Ahithophel'spropofal ; but, at the 
fame time, gave it as his opinion, that it would be 
better to delay the attempt till they had got toge- 
ther a m'oreconfiderable army : " For (fays he} as 
<c David and his men are known to be brave, and at 
" this time both exafperated and defperate, if they 
" fliould defeat the party fent againft them, it would 
" be the means of difcouraging others, and be 
" thought a very inaufpicious beginning ; whereas, 
" if you poftpone the attempt till you have got to- 
ic gether a more numerous army, there is not the 
c< leaft doubt but your efforts will be crowned with 
cc fuccefs." This advice being univerfally approved 
of by the council, it was admitted in preference to 
that given by Ahithophel. 

As foon as the council broke up, Hufliai haftened 
to Zadock and Abiathar, the high-priefts, to whom 
he related all that had paffed ; and at the fame time 
defired them immediately to difpatch mefl'engers to 
David, acquainting him with every particular, and 
advifing him inftantly to pafs the river Jordan, left 
Abfalom fhould change his mind, and, by falling on 
him Suddenly, obtain a victory. 

The high prieftsimmediately difpatched their fons 
on this important bufinefs ; but, being feen on the 
way by fonie of Abfalom's party, whom they found 
purfuing them, they went out of their road to the 
habitation of a poor woman, who, in order to con- 
ceal them, let them down into a well, and covered the 
mouth of it with the fkins of beafts. When the pur- 
fuers arrived, they afked the woman if fhe had not 
feen two men lately pafs that way ; to whichflie re- 
plied in the affirmative, and faid, if they were expe- 
ditious, they might foon overtake them. They ac- 
cordingly went fome way farther, butnot feeing any 
thing of the people they were after, they gave over 
the purfuit, and returned by the woman's houfe in 



Thcrcorr.c 
ft.*-' ro 

David. 



their way to Jerufalem. Asfoonasthe womanfound 
all was fafe, fhe aflifted her guefts in getting out of 
the well, and they profecuted their journey with the 
utinoft expedition. When they arrived at the camp 
of David, they immediately delivered to him their 
difpatcht s; in confequence of winch he decamped 
by break of day, pafTed the river Jordan, and march 



David paf- 

les the ri- _ _ 

vepjord:m* e d to Mahanaim, a city of Cflead, where he was 



u 
cc 



■ 

fidence. As foon as he had got home, he afTembled 
all his people together, to whom he related the ad- 
vice he had given to Abfalom, and the difregard he 
had paid to it, which, he faid, would, in a fliort time, 
prove his dcftrudlion. He told them, that David 
would prove victorious, and would be foon rein- 
ftated in his kingdom. " Therefore (fays he) it is 
" better for me that I put a periodto my exiftence 
cc willingly and courageoufly, than to come under Ahu 0( 
the power of David, and be made an example, byP^« 
an ignominious death, for having confpired with rejeaj 
Abfalom." After faying this, he retired to apri-|£^ 
vate chamber, where he firft made his will, and then honcj 
hanged himfelf. hSS&i 

In the mean time Abfalom, having got together a sam. 
a very confiderable army, (the command of which 
he gave to Amafa, a relation by marriage,) he left 
Jerufalem, and pafTed the river Jordan, in purfuit ™ hcr « 
of his father. David, hearing of his fon's approach, 
and forefeeing that a battle was unavoidable, di- Dayia 
vided his army into three bodies. The firft was fcpds « 
commanded by Joab ; the fecond by his brother 
Abifliai j and the third by his old friend Ittai, the 
Gittite. David intended to have gone with theni 
himfelf ; but, by the importunities of the people, he 
was prevailed on to ftay at Mahanaim. He was, inMahnt] 
all probability, more eafily difTuaded from his in- 
tentions than he otherwife,. would havebeen,becaufe 
the battle was to be againft a fon, for whom he ftill 
retained a tender affe&ion ; as a proof of this, he 
gave the three generals aftrhft charge, in the hear- 
ing of the foldiers, that, in cafe Abfalom fhould fall 
into their hands, they would, for his fake, not only 
/pare his life, but treat him in a manner confiflent 
with the dignity of a royal captive. 

The two armies met on a plain near the wood of 

The 

battle was exceeding defperate for fome time ; the w 
one party fighting for the recovery of what they had 
loft, and the other for the defence and maintenance 
of what they had got. At length vi&ory declared in 
favour of David ; the army of Abfalom, though 
much Superior in numbers, being totally routed, 
and put to flight. The loyalifts behaved fo gallantly T hcrey 
that ao,ooo of the rebels were killed on the (pot, be- »»p» 
fides great numbers in the purfui t ; and the flaughter and pa 
would doubtlefs have been carried much farther, toS ^ 
had' not Abfalom (who was the chief caufe of all 
this mifchief) been overtaken and flain. His hair 
(as we have before obferved) was of a prodigious 
length and thicknefs, and, as he was in his flight 
from the enemy, mounted on a mule, and riding 
with great fpeed under the trees, with his hair fly- 
ing about from the quicknefs of the motion, it en- 
tangled on one of the boughs in fuch a manner, that 
it lifted him from the faddle, and the beaft, conti- 
nuing its fpeed, left him fufpended in the air, and 
unable to difengage himfelf. 

In this fituation was Abfalom found by one of the 
foldiers belonging to David's army, who telling it to 
Joab, he blamed him for not having killed him ; but 
the man, in excufe, urged the command which he 
had heard the king give the generals, to be very ten- 
der and careful of his fon fhould he fall into their 
hands. Upon this Joab commanded the man to di- 
re6t him to the place where Abfalom was hanging, jkjjjj 
whither he had no fooner arrived, than he gave him ona o* 
his death's wound with a javelin, and ordered the 
people who attended immediately to difpatch him. 
This was accordingly done ; after which Joab found* 
ed a retreat to prevent any farther effufion of blood, 
and to give Abfalom's party an opportunity of 
efcaping to their refpe&ive homes. 

Thus fell the wicked and rebellious Abfalom, 



Ephraim, belonging to the tribe of ManafTeh. 



kindl v entertained by the chief of the people, who whofe bod inftead of an honourable interment 
rurmiheci mm with everv article neceflarv forth^a^- II r. < __^_t j : „ 



furnifhecl him with every article neceflary for the ac 
conimodation of himfelf and army. 



fit for a prince, was taken down, and thrown into a 
pit, which being filled up, was covered with a heap 



Ahithophel was fo irritated at the thoughts of Hu- of ftonesby way of fepulchre 

fhai's council being admitted in preference to his, A1 n * ~ 1 1 r " : — 1 

that he determined no longer to affift Abfalom with 



his advice. He accoi'dingly left Jerufalem, and 
went to his family at Galmon, the place of his re- 



(a) Abfalom, having loft his fans, and being defirous to pcrpctnatc 
his memory, had erected a pillar, which, no aoubr, he defigned as a 



Abfalom had, fome time before he rebelled a- 
gainfthisfather,ereded a (a) pillar of marble, on a ffl3f hk 
fpot called the King's Dale, about two furlongs 
from Jerufalem. He named it the Hand of Jbfalom , 



mnnfoleam, or burying-place, and which, ir is, reafonable to imaginc> 
was equally magnificent with the ambition of him who reared it. Bat 



II. 
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and was accuftomed to fay, that if all his children 
fliould perifli, that column would perpetuate his 
nicmory to future ages. 

He had three fons, befides a daughter named Ta- 
mar, one of the mod beautiful women of the age in 
which fhe lived. She was afterwards married to 
Rehoboam, the fon of Solomon, by whomlhe bore 
a fon who fucceeded to the kingdom. 



C H A P. X. 



David laments the death of Abfalom. His return to Je- 

Is reconciled to Shimeiy and returns Mephi- 

fes an infttrrec- 
dmajz againft him^ 

Sheba's rebel- 



tfalch 

boJJjeth half his pojfejfu 

fends 



tion; upon waicn uavia 
who is treacheroufly murdered by Joab. 



fupprej/ed 9 and ylmajfa's / 
ljraclitcs afflitted with a ft 



nificd with a peifth 
numbered the people. 



of David 



jSirn.xvm 

NY*'* i> 




S foon as the army of David had obtained a 
complete victory over that of Abfalom, Ahi- 
iif^o ry maaz, the fon of Zadock, the high-prieft, begged of 
««rAbfa- Joab that he might be immediately difpatched with 
ba " the glad tidings to the king. Joab, at firft, did not 



re alert than Chufi, got firft to David's camp. He 
nd the king fitting at the gate of the city , waiting, 



DavU t Js- 

lol'iot his 
fa. 



Ij repre- 
hended by 
Joab. 



think proper to comply with his requeft; but fent a 
perfon, named Chufi, in his Read. Ahimaaz ftill fo- 
liciting Joab to let him go, he at length complied; 
when Ahimaaz, knowing the neareft way, and being 

nio 
found 

with anxious expectation to know the event of the 
battle. As foon as David faw him, he haftily afked, 
" What news from the army i" To which Ahimaaz 
replied, ct Great fuccefs. and victory !" David then 
a'ked, what was become of Ids fon Abfalom : to 
which the other replied, he could not inform him, 
having been difpatched in fuch hafte, that his orders 
were only to carry the news of the victory ; and that 
at his departure, the name of his fon was not even 
mentioned. By this time Chufi arrived ; when the 
king aiking him what was become of his fon, he re- 
plied, tc As it is with him, fo may it be with all the 
u enemies of my lord the king." 

Thefe words ftruck David to the heart, and all 
the joy of victory was immediately turned into for- 
row. He withdrew himfelf to the top of one of the 
higheft turrets in the city, where he gave a vent to 
his grief, by beating his hreaft, tearing his hair, and 
thus exclaiming : ct Oh ! my fon Abfalom ! my fon 
" Abfalom ! Would to God I could have dieil for 
" thee my fon I" As for the army, inftead of re- 
turning in triumph, they ftolefilently into the city, 
as if they had done amifs, and inftead of obtaining, 
had loft "the battle. 

David was fo affected at the lofs of his fon, that he 
gave himfelf up to the deepeft melancholy. This 
was ealily perceived by Joab, who being fenfible 
that fuch exceflive grief, at this juncture of affairs, 
would be of great prejudice to the king, wentboldly 
to his apartment, and expoftulated with him on his 
conduct in the following terms : 

Ci My Lord (fays he) you dilhonour yourfelf by 
c< this ridiculous and effeminate lamentation. Itap- 
" pears as if you detefted the very people, who have 
preferved your life at the hazard of their own ; 
" and that you refpect ^;hofe mortal enemies who 
"have fufFcred a punilhment they juftly deferved. 
<c If Abfalom had overcome us, and pofleffed himfelf 
" of the kingdom, he. would have begun his ven- 
" geance on you and your family, and the whole of 
" us fhould have fallen in an undiftingui 
%t Both your confeience and your honour ought to 
cc check you for this intemperate tendernefs for the 
£< memory of fo implacable an enemy. 'Tis true, 
<c he was your fon ; but he was certainly a moftun- 
41 gracious one; and you cannot be juft to God's 
" providence, without acknowledging the bleffing 
<c of his being taken away. Let me, therefore, beg 



ui(hed ruin. 



IVc how fhort fi^hted arc mortals. The fame Abfalom, fo far from be- 
in* buried in this proud monument which he had crc&cd, was killed 

Not io, 



* 

" that you will immediately fiicw yourfelf chearful- 
<c ly to your people, and tell them that, next under, 
" God, it is owing to their loyalty and courage, you 
u are indebted for the honour of this day. If you 
c< pcrfift in your lamentations, your army and king- 
ct dom will fall into other hands, and then you will 

" have juft caufe to weep and lament your abfurd 
" conduct." 

This fpeech had the dc fired effect: the king was j oa b' SU oii 
routed from his melancholy, and appeared jin pub- ^jjj 1 ^ 

t fatisfaction of his fubiects. He was, proor his 



lie, to the great lansracnon or nis mujcuis. ne was, pr0 ot 
however, greatly offended with Joab, for the blunt *J^J*{^ 
manner in which he had chaftifed him; and, as he miiufof 
had thought himfelf infolently treated by him on David - 
feveral other occafions, he refol ved, from this time,' - 
to take the firft opportunity he could of difmiffing 
him from his military ferviccs. 




fhe wing their loyalty : but what greatly afflicted 



David was, his own tribe (that of Judah) appearing Thetribeof 
very indifferent. Inconsequence of this he fent to juJahiuke 
Zadock and Abiathar, the high-prtefts, not only to 
remind them of their own duty, but to authorize iwid. 
them likewifeto treat with Amaia, who had com- 
manded Abfalom's army, and was a man of great 
authority in the tribe. " David told them to offer 
Amafa a free pardon, and to aifurc Jiim, that if he 
would come fully into his intereil, he fliould I e 
placed in the fame character that lie had been in un- 
der Abfalom. The high-prieft Ilriclly obeyed the 
king's orders : and Amafa, bfiing* fatisiied with the m.unsof 
profile made Iiim, was readily brought over to tiie yt ^ia 
intcreft of David. brought o- 



All things thus confpiring toDavid's happy refto- pavid: 
ration, he left Mahanaim, and fet forward on his 
journey towards Jerufalem. He was attended by the 
chiefs of the refpeclive tribes ; but thofe of Judah f4eotjfe 
were now the moftforward in flie wing their loyalty . *Uh, 
They went before him to the banks of the river Jor- 
dan, and, afliftedby fome others belonging to the 
tribe of Benjamin, laid a bridge over the river, for 
the better convenience of his paffing it with his - 
troops. 

Among many others, who came to meet David on 
this occafion, was Shiuiei, the Benjamite, who, but 

afhort time before, had loaded him with curfesand ^ s ci D .. 
imprecations. He was attended by athoufand men vid. nmi 
of his own tribe, whom he brought with him as hJ^JfJei 
witnefles of his humiliation for his paft conduct. As forehim. 
foon as he faw David he threw himfelf at his feet, 




begged pardon for the indignities he had put upon 
him. and hoped that his early repentance, and return 
to his allegiance, would, in fome mcafure, atone 
for his paft tranfgrefiion. Abifliai would willingly 
have had him put to death ; but David ftrongly ob- 
jected to this propolition, faying, he would not 
eclipfe the public joy with the blood of any one. He 
therefore p ave him his royal word and oath that no 9 bra " , * l 

i nil • • l " c r °V a * 

harm whatever ihould come to him on his account ; pardon, 
upon which afliirance Shiuiei made his reverence, 

and departed. 

The next diftinguiflied perfon who appeared be-^f^ l s b |^ 
fore David was Mcphibofheth, the grand fon of Saul. 
He was dreffed in a very mean habit, with his hair g" forth* 
difhevelled, and his clothes rent, in which ftate he j v,ln aU of 
had remained ever lince the king's departure from 0)a cy * 
Jerufalem. Having proftrated himfelf before Da- 
vid, and done him reverence v the king alked him, 
" Why he did not follow him, and make himfelf a 
cc companion of his flight and troubles :" Mephi- 
boflieth replied, that it was "owing to the injuftice of 
Ziba, his fervant, who, inftead of getting things 
ready for his journey, as he haddefired* totally ne- 
glected hinij and rather treated him as his {lave than 
his mailer. That he refufed getting- him h:s ids to 
ride on, though he knew, from his great himenefs, 
it was impofiible for him to walk. fc% llat 5 (lays he) 
" this is not all the injury that Ziba has done me i 
" he has alio railed calumnic:: and forged lies to 
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and buried like a traitor, thrown Jntoa pic, 
monument than a hc*p of flones. 
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ce provoke niy lord arid matter againft me. But I 
cc know thou art fo righteoufly diipofcd, and fuch a 
*' lover of truth, that thou wilt not give credit to 
€i unjuft detractions." Having faid this, David re- 
folved neither to punifti Mephibofheth, nor to con- 
demn Ziba. He told him, that, believing hint to 
be negligent in his duty, he had given all his pof- 
feffions to Ziba but he now forgave him, and pro- 
mifed that one half {a) of his citate fhould be re- j 
ftored to him* Mephibofheth replied, u Let Ziba 
" poflefs the whole : it is enough for me that my 
Ci lord has Recovered his kingdom/* 

Aiitf ther remarkable perfon who cariie to wait on 
Barziihi David, and pay his refpe&s to him before he palled 

Sefiuwd t ^ ie r * ver Jordan, was one Barzillai, who had been 
on his re- very kind to him in his exile, and conftantly fupplied 
Horauon. him with provifions while he continued atMahanaim. 

After he had paid the king reverence, David, in gra- 
titude for his kindnefs* invited him to go with him 
to Jerufaleni Barzillai modeftly exculed himfelf, 
faying, that from his great age, being near fourfcore, 
he had loft the relifhof the pteafures of a court, rind 
rather defired that he might retire to his own eftate, 
and fpend the f'emaintder of his days in preparing 
himfelf for ahappy diflblution. David admitted his 
f equeft ; but defired that he would leave with him 
hisfon, Chimham, on whom he would beftow fome 

This being agreed to, Bar- 
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zillai left his fon, and, after paying reverence to the 
king, and wifhing him fuccefs in his undertakings, 
departed to his ownhome. 

David having pafTed the river Jordan, was defi- 
rous of making all poflible hafte to Jerufalem j and, 
as the tribe of Judah was the firft that came to con- 
ducft him home, he (probably to gratify them) 
marched on without waiting for the great men of 

Contention ? f r aC J\ Wh0 WCrefl0Gkin 
between JOlll him. 

inFraei" 3 P ute between the princes of Ifrael and thofe of Judah; 

and as the king was unwilling to difpleafe either 
party, and therefore did not think proper to inter- 
fere in the controverfy, feveral of the tribes of Is- 
rael took umbrage at it, and an infurrection enfued. 
Sheba, of the tribe of Benjamin (a man of a fa&ious 
and turbulent fpirit, and probably a defcendant of 
Saul) made public proclamation by the found of 
trumpet, that, " fince the tribe of Judah had en- 
grolfed David to themfclves, they might e'en take 
him ; and fince all the other tribes had vifibly de- 
fertcd, the wifeft way would be to ftand to their 
arms, and take fuch meafures as were moft proper 
for their own fecurity." In confequencc of this, 
id&Tc7iQ many of the tribes followed Sheba j but the men of 

^ft. sin "J uc ' a ^P cr ^ e< ^ nt b e ^ r loyalty, and conducted the 

king to Jerufalem. 

The firft thing David did, after his arrival in the 
city, was to clear his palace of his concubines, who 
had been defiled by Abfalom. They were accord- 
cona^nc* * n gty removed to a building appointed for the pur- 
hom court, pofe, where they were fupplied, by the king's efpe- 

cial command, with all things neceflary for their 
fubfiftencc. In this place they were kept during 
the remainder of their lives, the king never after 
having the leaft intercourfe with them . 

David, having appointed Amafa his general in- 
vade com- ft ca d of Joab, ordered him to gather together what 
rounder in troops he could from the tribe of Judah, and bring 

them to him in three days, that he might give him 
the folc command of them, with orders to march 
againft Sheba. Amafa found more difficulty in ex- 
ecuting this order than was expected ; and not hav- 
ing accompliflied it at the time limited, David fent 
Joab, accompanied by his brother Abifliai, with 
Vs h* s guards, and the company of fix hundred men, in 
fentagainit qucft ofShcba, defiring him, as foonas poflible, to 
tiemur- j 0 j n arm y with that of Amafa, and engage the 

rebels, left they fhould fecure themfelves in fome 

fortified place, from whence it might be difficult 
to rout them. 
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(j) By David's dtfyofal of half Mcphibolheth's cflate to Ziba, one 
^vould imagine rliac he was much diflattsfied, and donbrful whether Me- 
]ih : .l)Mi1icih*s Onry was entirety mie*8r not. Nor does David now invite 
Iiii.i ;«> dirt with him, as he did before, bin only forgives him as if he had 
!:ceii ;v holly guilty. Nor is this odt} way of mourning that Mcphibolheth 



Joab rcfolved to make no delay ; but taking \viijf 
him his brother, and the troops alligned him march- 
ed iu quell of Sheba. When they came to a village 
called Gibeon about forty furlongs from Jerufalem, 
they met with Amafa, who was marching, with alt 
expedition, at the head of a c fcnlidcrable arrmy. As 
Amafa was to take upon him the fovereign com- 
mand of the whole troopS, Joab advanced with all 
feemingfriendlllip to falutc him on the occafion. In, 
his way he delignedly caufed hrs fwbrd to fall from * 
the fcabbard, which he took up and kept ilaked in 



his right hand till he clofely approached to Amafa, 
when, taking him by the beard with his left-hand, j< 



as if goin 
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to falute him, he, with the other, pltmged 

into his heart, and he immedi^ely ex- 
pired. 

Joab then ordered a proclamation to be made 
throughout the army, that Amafa was a bad man, 
and that he had ferved him only according to hi* 
deferts. As the body of the deceafed particularly 
attracted the notice of the people, Joab, fearful it > 
might produce bad consequences ordered it to be 
removed to a private place at fome diftance ; after * 
which he took the command of the troops, and , % 
marched* with all expedition, in purfuit of Sheba. 

In the mean time Sheba had applied to all the 
tribes of Ifrael, to try if he could prevail with, them 
to take up arms againft David ; but finding very feyr 
who were willing to engage in his meafures, he wax 
forced at laft to Ihut himfelf up in Abel, a fortified 
town belonging* to the tribe of Naphtali, in the 
northern part ofjudea. 

As foonas Joab received intelligence of Sheba's 



r'&t 



retreat, he immediately marched to the place, laid 
liege to it, and made the neceflary preparations for Joikt 
an aflault: but he was prevented from executing^ 
his defignby the interpolition of a woman, who, sheky 
getting on the top of the walls, called to the b?-"** 1 
hegers, and defired Ihe might Be permitted to fpeak 
to their general. 

This being granted, Joab approached the walls " 
within hearing, when the woman addrefled him as 
follows r " It has (fays Ihe) been always acuftom, ncd 
< c founded on the law of God, that whenever the He- 
tc brews came before any city, to offer peace in the 
" firft place, even though the inhabitants were of an- « 
<c other nation ; much more ought it to be done to a 
" people who are all of the fame blood, and the 
" greateft part of them loyal fubje&sto the king." 
Joab,replied, " Hehadnotany illdefign againftthe 
u people of the city ; all he required was, that they 
<l would deliver up the rebel Sheba, on doing which 
cc he would immediately raife the fiege, and draw off j 
Ct his army." The woman begged him to defift for 
a fliort time, and his reqneft lhould be complied 
with, for that the head of Sheba fhould be thrown 
to him from the battlements. She then went to the . 
principal people of the city, and expoftulatcd with 
them to this effeft : cc Will ye (faid fhe) like traitors^ ^ 
u fufFer your wives and children to perifli for thje ^ 
c< fake of a villain, whom none ofyou know ? Whafc;$£i 
cc has Sheba done for you that can balance the obli- 
<c gations you lie under to David ? Or, fetting afidc 
u all other arguments, how can you be fo nnreafon- 
44 able as to fuppofe that you are able to refill the 
" force of fo powerful an army as is even now bc- 
" fore you? Be quick in your determination, for 
<c on that depends either your fafety or immediate 
" ruin." This had the delired effed : Sheba was g* 
immediately feized, his head cut off, and thrown &d 
over the walls to the foldiers. Joab, according to *5 
his promife, immediately railed the fiege, and tak- 
ing with him the head of Sheba returned with his ^ 
troops to Jerufalem. David was fo pleafed with his U 
fervices on this occafion, that he laid a fide his for-j^j* 
mer wrath, and rcinftated him in his office of cap-** 

tain-general of his army. JjJ 

Some time after this therehappened a moft dread- 
ful famine throughout the whole country ; and the 
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made ufc of, here, and 2 Sam, xlx. 24, wholly free from fufpicion of 
hypocrify. If Ziba ncglccled or refnfed to bring Mephibofheth an afsof 4 
his own on which he might ride to David, it is nnreafonablc to fuppofe 
that fo great a man as he was fhould not be' able to procure (bme oibcf 
bead for the fame purpofe* 
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long continuance of it (which was for three years) 
inauc David fufpedt it did not proceed from any com- 
mon caufe, but thatit was inflidled by the immediate 
hand of God. He accordingly confulted the Divine 
oracle, to know the occaiion of it, and received for 
anfwer, that it arofe from Saul's cruelty to the Gib- 
eonites, in havingkilled great numbers contrary to a 
treaty which had been lacriligioufly made between 
him and them- In confequencc of this, David fent 
to the Gibeonites, to know what fatisfattion they 
defired ; who returned for anfwer,that they expe&etl 
he would deliver into their hands feven of Saul's 
pofterity. David immediately complied with their 
demand, by fendingtwo fons of Rizpah, Saul's con- 
cubine, and five of Michal his eldeft daughter, 
choofingto preferveMephibofheth, from the great 
refpedt he had for his father (a). Thefe feven being 
delivered to the Gibeonites, they put them to death 
by hanging them on gibbets and foon after the 
Almighty fent down vain (the want of which had 
occafioned the famine) to nourifh the earth. The 
ground was no longer parched ; the country again 
flourifhed, and its accuftomed produ<5tions appear- 
ed in abundance. 
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The calamity of the famine was no fooner re- 
moved, than David's attention was engaged in op- 
pofing the Philiftines, who, though they had been 
greatly humbled in the beginning of his reign, hav- 
ingyetfome gigantic men among them,again waged 
war a gain ft him. He accordingly marhced out at the 
head of a coufiderable army, and engaging them, 
obtained a complete vidlory. In this rencounter, 
however, he narrowly efcaped with his life : for one 
of the Philiftines, (a man of fo large a fize, that his 
lance weighed threehundred fhekels) feeing David 
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alone, and quite fpent, turned fliort, and fuddenly 
{truck him to the ground : but Abilhai, the brother 
of Joab, coming at the precife moment to his relief, 
not only preferved the king, but killed the Philit 
tine. The whole army were fo fenfible of the king's 
danger, and the interpofition of Providence for his 
fafety, that the officers bound him, by an oath,hever 
from that time, perfonally to engage in battle, left 
his natural courage fliould involve him in the like, 
or worfe misfortunes, by means of which the nation 
would fuftain an irreparable lofs, and the people be 
deprived of thofe diftinguifhed bleffings they had 
continually experienced under his government (c ) . , 

ThePhiir. Notwithftanding this defeat, the Philiftines were 

b"r y determined to difturb the peace of Ifrael. They 
wedefcat- rallied their forces, and three other engagements 
id time too ] c p] ace between them and the army of David, 

in all which the Philiftines were defeated, "and, 
among great numbers of others, four of their gi- 
gantic men were flain by David's officers. The 
laft conqueft fickened the Philiftines, and they re- 
linquifhedall farther thoughts of interrupting the 
Israelites. 

David being now at leifure from the toils of war, 
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Sof 5 " * n different meafures (fuch as trimeters and penta- 
i&i^av. meters) to the glory of God. Thefe he ordered to 



be fung by the Levites; on their fabbaths, and .other 
feftivals, accompanied with fevcral niufical inftru- 
ments he had provided for the purpofe. 

. The chief of thefe inftruments were, a ten.ftring r 
ed harp, which was touched with a quill ; a pfaltery 
of twelve firings, played upon with the fingers ; ana 
feveral large cymbals of brafs. 

: The king had at this time about him great num- 
bers of men of the moft approved courage, thirty- 
feven of whom he called his Worthies^ they having DaviJ , t 
performed exploits of the moft dangerous and fur- mighty 
prizing nature. Of thefe we ftiall only take, notice SSrgau 
of the a&ions of five, by which a tolerable idea may tint ex- . 
be formed of the atchievements ofifbe reft. pIoi "* 

Thcfirftof thefe wasIfTam,thefonof Achem,who, 
in one encounter, broke into the ranks of the enemy, 
and, with his own hands, laid 8oo dead at his feet. 

ThenexXwasEleazar, the fon of Dodo, who dif- 
tinguifhed himlelf for his great valour and ftrength, 2 n C9aaXm 
in an engagement at which David was prefent. The 
Philiftines were fo numerous that the Hraelites gave 
way and fled ; but Eleazar maintained his ground, 
andeucoiintering the enemy, made fuch a dreadful 
flaughter among them, that his fword in a man- 
ner ituck to his right hand with their blood. This 
example of bravery animated the whole army, who 
immediately returned, and falling vigoroufly on the 
Philiftines, they were totally defeated, and the 
greater part flain. 

The third was Seb.ns, the (on of Ilus. This chief 
alfo in an engagement with the Philiftines, main- 3 
tained hisgrdund with fuch courage, after the Jf- 
raelites had given way, that he put them to flight, 
and, from his valour, obtained a complete con- 
queft. Thefe three heroes, befides the feats already 
mentioned, performed one of a very Angular nature 
in conjunction. The army of the Philiftines lay in 
the valley of Rephaim, between David's camp and 
Bethlehem, where they had like wife a garrifon. Da- 
vid intimated a defire of having fome water from the 
well of Bethlehem, which being heard by thefe three 
chiefs, they found their way through the enemy's 
camp, and having drawn fome water out of the well, 
returned uninterrupted (the Philiftines ftarine* at 
them with diftinguifhed amazement as they pa 
and prefented it to the king. When David under- 
stood at what price it had been purchafed, even at 
the moft imminent hazard of their lives, he would 
not touch it but giving God thanks for their fafety, 
poured it on the ground as an offering to the Lord. 

The fourth of thefe champions was Abifhai, the 
brother of Joab, who, in one day, flew 300 of the 
Philiftines with his own hands. 



Seba*. 




AbishaS* 



— ■ 

The fifth and laft we fhallmention was Benaiah* a j.Banaia*» 
man of a facerdotal family. He was challenged by 
two brothers (Moabites) famous for their military 
exploits, whom he fought and flew. He likewise 
engaged with an Egyptian, a man of prodigious 
ftrength and fize. His adverfary was well provided 
witharms,andhimfelfalmoftdefencelefsjbutchofing 



(a) David had given Saul his oath " that he would not cat off his feed 
after him nor deftroy his name out of his father's houfe," Had Saul's 
family committed crimes worthy of death, David's oath would have 
been no reafon againft punifliing them according to their deferts ; 
and fuch punimment, if deferved, had been no breach of his oath. 
If David did n»t cut off his feed after him, fo as to deftroy. his name 
out of his father's houfe, he did not Violate his oath to Saul; Now 
David did not cut off one fmgle pcrfon of Saul's family, whofc death 
had a tendency to deftroy his name out of his father's houfe. The 
feed is always reckoned by the males, and not the females of a fa- 
wily ; and the name in a father's houfe could only be preferved by the j 
male's defcendants. But David gave up only two baftards, the fons of 
Rizpah, Saul's concubine, who were not the legal feed of Saul ; and five 
of the fons of his eldeft daughter by Adriel (who could only keep up 
Adriel's name and not Saul's and hereby obferved, without the leaft 
violation, his oath to Saul. Not one of the perfons he furrendered was 
capable of fucceeding Saul, tfpecially whilftanyof the male branches 
were alive. Now at this very time, Mephibofteth, Jonathan's eldeft 
fon, dwelt in David's family at Jerufalem ; and though lame in his feet, 
yet he was found enough to be rather of a fon named Micha, who was at 

tnjs time old enough to have children, and indeed had afterwards four 



fons from whom 'defended a numerous pofterity, amounting in the whole 
(fons and grandfons included) to not lefs than one hundred and fifty.. 
This was undoubtedly a farther proof that David did not violate his oath 
to Saol in his treaty with the Gibeonites ; but, on the contrary, that he 
look every mcafurc his thoughts could project of llrictty prefcrving it. 

(J) The facrcd text informs us, that as foon as Rizpah knew of this, 
fhe had a tent, made of fackclorh, pitched near the place, in which fhe 
refided and kept watch night and day, to prevent the birds and beads 
from doing any hurt to the dead bodies. That when David was in- * 
formed of her pious care, he was moved thereby to take up the bones of 
Saul, and Jonathan his fon, (which had been buried under a tree at Ja- 
befli Gtlead) and, together with thefe feven fuffcrcrs of the fame family, 
gave them an honourable interment in the fepulchre of KUh, the father 
of Saul, at Zelah, in the country of Benjamin. 

(c) The prohibition of David's going again to battle is thus beautifully 
cxpreflcd in the fcriptures : Thou malt go no more out with us to bat- 
tle, that thou quench not the light of Ifrael 2, Sam.xxi. 17. Good 
kings are inferipture, juftly called the light of the people, (1 kings xi 
39.) becaufe the beauty and glory, the conducl; asd direction, the com- 
fort and fafety, and welfare of a people, depend on, and arc derived 
from, good kings. 
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With liim, Tic wreftcd his fpear from his hands, and 
killed him with his own weapon. JJut he performed 
.another atehicvement Itill more extraordinary than 
the former. A lion had fallen in to a pit from whence 
he could not extricate hinifelf 5 and there being at 
the fame time a deep fhow, the mouth of the pit 
(being narrow) was almoft clofed, which occafion- 
ed the lion to fet up a moft hedious roar. Benaiah, 
directed by the noifc, went to the place, and imme- 
diately defcended into the pit, ftruck the lion with 
his club, and killed him. 

Such were the exploits performed by thefe five 
champions ; and the other thirty-two were no lefs 
diltinguiftied for their military prowefs. 

David, whatever was the occafion of it, fuddenly 
took.it into his head that he would know the num- 
ber of his people, forgetting the command of Mofes, 
who had faid, that, on fuch occafions, there fhould 
iSamr.xW. be an oblation of half a fliekel by the head offered 
David or- to the 5 Lord* He accordingly gave orders to his 

chief officers to go through the whole kingdom, and 
bring him an account of all the people. Joab en- 
deavoured toremonftrate againftit,inamannermore 
mo Jell than wascuftomary with him : but the king's 
orders were politive ; upon which Joab with other 
officers to afiift him began on the eaft fide of the 
river Jordan, went round by the other parts of Ca- 
naan/and returned to Jerufalem at the end of nine 
months and twenty days. By the eltimate he brought 
there appeared to be 800,000 men fit to bear arms, 
and 500,000 in the tribe of Judah only ; exclufiveof 
the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, whom he had not 
numbered. 

David had no fooner received the account than his 
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He knew he had offended the 
Almighty in what he had done, and intreatcd par- 

f?tfowds c ' on ky t ' le fervent prayers and fupplication. 

° rg " c u Soon after the Prophet Gad was fent to him with an 

offer of three things for his choice ; namely, a feven 
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a perfecution from his enemies for 
three months ; or a pefKlence for three days. The 
choice of fuch great evils exceedingly perplexed and 
juJ«iuenM. confounded David. <c If (faj's he) Ichoofe the fa- 

<c mine, it will appear as if I had more care for my- 
QC fclf than my people, as it is very unlikely I fhould 
u be diilrefledfor the want of bread. If I choofe a 
6 [ courfe of unfuccefsful battles with the enemy, it 
cc will appear the fame, having ftrong holds and cat- 
* c ties to which I can fly for fafety. But for the laft, 

chuili the " it * s a calamity common as well to kings as fub- 
fmigmtfiK " je&s, and which ftrikes terror into all without dif- 
ilkncc^ ' cc tindion. I had rather fall into the hands of God, 

" than tliofe of our enemies." David having made 
choice of the pcftilence, God was pleafed to fend it 
immediately among the people, and it raged with 
fuch irrefiftible violence, that in a very fliort time it 
took off nolcis than 70,000 fouls. It began* in the 
extreme part of the kingdom, and made hafty ad- 
vances towards Jerufalem, which, when the king 
and the inhabitants heard, they cloathed themfelvcs 
in fackcloth, and, with all humility, cried unto 
God for mercy. 

A little before the offering up of the evening fa- 
crifice, there appeared an angel (a) over Jerufalem, 
brandifhing a flaming fword, as if going to deftroy 
it ; upon which David exclaimed, c< Lord, punifh 
u the.ihepherd butpreferve the (heep.: pour down 
<c thy wrath on me and my family, but let nre be- 
" fecch of thee to fpare the innocent people ; for 'tis 
<c Ialone who have offended thee." The Almighty 
was pleafed to liften to his prayers, by immediately 
Upouna- putting a ftop to the peftilence. He alfo ordered 
Sl^ r 3[c n "David, by the mouth of the prophet Gad, to go, 
pefHj4cc without delay, to the threfhing floor of Araunah, 

the Jebulite, there to erect an altar and offer up fa- 
crifices. David obeyed the Divine commands ; and 
when he came to the place found Araunah threfhing 
his corn, who no fooner faw David than he ran to 
meet him, and after paying reverence, aiked him 
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why he came there, and tshat cdtnmand.n he had for 
his fcrvant. " I came (fays David) to purchafc 
u your threfhing floor, in order to raife an altar on 
c< it, and to offer facrifice* to God." Araunah re- 
plied, 4t Not only my thrclhing-floor, but all thatl 
14 have is at my lord's fervice gratis ; and 1 humbly 
44 befeech God that he will be pleafed to accept your 
44 facrifice." David thanked him for his generous 
offers ; but told him he could not accept of them ; 
for that it muft be a purchafe and not a gift, as it 
would not be right to offer a facrifice at the expence 
of another. He therefore gave him fifty fliekels of 
filver for the threlhing-floor and fpme oxen, and 0^ 
immediately offered up facrifices to God, who, invito* 
confequence thereof, was pleafed toreiuftate him in theA^ 
his favour. This was the place where Abraham :n i*S* 
brought his fon Ifaac to facrifice ; but juft ashc was wi.* 
about to commit the deed, there fuddenly appeared 
a ram, .which he took, and facrificed initead of his 
fon. 

David was fo happy in the thoughts of his prayers, 
being received by the Almighty, and his facrifices 
accepted, that, as a memento, he called the whole 
place The Altar of the People, and refolved to build a 
temple in it to the honour of God . This was agreea- 
ble to what was afterwads predicted by the Al-M>fa& 
mighty, who fent his prophet to tell David, that-a '^ 
temple fhould be built in that place by his fon, who 
fhould fucceed him in the government of Ifrael. In 
confequence of this prediction he thought his time 
could not be better employed than in making fome 
neceffary preparations for 10 great a work . He there- 
fore appointed people to take an account of all the 
ftrarigers in his dominions, the number of whom, 
upon an eftimate given, amounted to one hundred 
and eighty thoufaud. Of thefe he appointed eighty 
thoufand to be hewers of ftone, and the reft to be 
labourers, except three thoufand five hundred, who 
were to aft as iuperintendants over the reft. * He 
like wife got together great quantities of iron, brafs, 
and cedar wood ; the latter of which, by his par- 
ticular requeft, was fent him from Tyre and Sidon. 
When his friends afked him the caufe of his gather- 
ing together all thefe materials, he told them, they 
were to lie by till his fon fhould have occafion for 
them in building the temple, when it would both 
fave time, and be the means of expediting the work ; 
for as yet he was too young and inexperienced to 
enter upon fo* important an undertaking. 

* . ■ * 

CHAP. XI. 

- • 

David gives Solomon orders for the building of a tem- 
ple. 



Adonijah claims the fuccef/ion. 
fruftratcd. 



His fchemes are 



David caufes Solo??ion to be anointed king, 
jiddrejjes the people and his fon Solomon^ who is declar- 
ed king a fecond time. 

SOME time after this David fummoned together^ 
the princes of the refpe&ive tribes, accompa- c iwrpB| 
nied by his fon Solomon ; to the latter of whoni he 
gave aftridt charge, that, as foonas he came to thetkt#| 
throne, he would immediately enter upon the build- 
ing of a temple to the honour and worfhip of God* 
44 I would have done it (fays he) myfelf, but being 
44 frequently in war and confequently polluted with 
44 blood, I was exprefsly forbidden by the Divine 
44 command, and the work referved for you, my 
44 fort, whom God has predicted fliall fucceed me in 
44 the kingdom. Let me, therefore, befeech you, 
44 fince the Almighty, evenbeforcyou was born, de- 
44 figncd you to be king, to endeavour to behave 
44 yourfelfin all things worthy of his Providence, by j 
44 ftridtly obferving piety, juflice and fortitude. ExcdStfJ 
44 Keep his commandments and laws, as taught us by JjjjjS 
<c Mofes, and fuffer not others to tranfgrefs them, giou 
44 As to the temple, which God has appointed you 2 ^ 
44 to build in your reign, I beg you will attend to it 
" with the greateft diligence, and be not in the leaft 



(a) The judgment again ft David for his tranfereflions was ftifficicnt* 
ly viiible. otherwilc he could not h ive fcen the form that the deftroymg 
an-rel alfiimed ; bnilirrewc find, that as a moft pious man and a good fove- 
ntjsi, he repents of tbofc fins he had committed in the mod voluntary 



manner; and while he looks upon him fclf as the procuring can fe of all 
the evils that had happened, he begs that God would wreak his vefr 

geance upon him, and not upon bis people, who wcrt innocent. 
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" difpiritcd .it tlic importance of the undertaking, 
pjfM < 4 for it (hall be my care to have all the materials in 
"irnSmi'* reacinicfi againftyou fucceed to the government. 
ti ,MUfaf {tj have already laid tip ten thoufand talents of 
lijiem^ie. u gold, and an hundred thoufand ofjfilver j but of 

" brafs and iron a quantity not to be funimcd ; and 
" of wood and (lone an immenfe (tore ; befides 
4< which I have engaged many thoufandsof carpen- 
ct ters and mafons, whom you can readily fupply 
" with all ncccflaries. Attend, therefore, diligentl 




Having faid this, he exhorted the princes acclamations of the people. 



I fag 



I 



to your bufinefs, the finiftiing of which will be 
" acceptable to God, that he will be your perpe- 
" tual prote&or : you will live happy, and die i 
ic peace 

Bxhorts D f t j ic tribes to allift his fon in the undertaking, and 

of'C" ,KCS to be particularly attentive to their religious du- 

"'ft luhe t!cs > * n d°* n g which they would he rewarded with 

the fruits of peace, and a happy adminiftration. 
He dclJred, that when the temple was finifhed, they 
would place the ark therein, and all the facred vef- 
fcls belonging to it; for the reception of which, he 
laid, a temple ought to have been built long ago, 
if their forefathers had not neglefted the commands 
of God when they firft got pofleflion of that coun- 
try. Thefe laft exhortations David gave not only 
to his fon, but alfo to the princes. 

Though David was at this time only feventy 
years of age, yet he became very infirm, and was 
affli&ed with a difeafe, refembling the dead palfy, 
which fo chilled his blood, that he could not be 
kept warm, more efpecially in his bed- In confe- 
quence of this a confultation was held among the 
phyficians, who advifed, that, to fiipply him withna- 
taral heat, a virgin fliould lie in the fame bed with 
him . Accordingly one Abifliag, a young and beau- 
tiful woman of Shuman, belonging to the tribe of 
Iflachar, was brought to him, and made hisconcu- 
binary wife ; but David had never any carnal know- 
ledge of her, being, from his infirmities, incapable 
of poffe fling connubial enjoyments. 



apartment, and confirmed all flic had laid relative 
to the conspiracy. In coiifcqucncc of this David the truth 
immediately declared Solomon his fucceflbr, and 
commanded Zadock, the prieft, Nathan, the pro- irory. 
phet, and Benaiah, the captain of his guards, with 
the other officers and minifters of ftatc, to mount 
Solomon on the mule (b) he was accuftomed to ride 
himfelf ; and having in this manner conducted him 
to Gihon, Zadock and Nathan fliould anoint him^g^w 
with holy oil ; after which, by found of trumpet, anointing 
they fliould proclaim him king. All this was ac- aiming 
cordingiy done ; after which Solomon was con- Solomon, 
dueled back to Jerufalem, amidft the (houts and 



Adonijah. 
afjnres to 



David, being now grown almoft inactive from 
natural infirmities, Adonijah, who (next after Abfa- 
tiiethionc.loni) was his eldeft fon, taking advantage of his 

imperfections, entertained thoughts of afTuming the 
fbvercignty, on a prefumption that his father either 
could not, or would not, obftrucl: hinu He was, 
indeed, a prince of exquifite beauty, greatly ad- 
mired by the people, and particularly indulged (a) 
by his lather. He was much of the fame difpofition 
as his brother, and followed the fame meafures, 
having fet up a pompous equipage, retained a pro- 
di gious number of attendants, andlived in the mofl 
fumptuous manner, 

Adonijah had gained over to his party Joab, the 
general of the forces, and Abiathar, the high-pricft, 
by whofe advice he invited all his brothers, (except 
Solomon,) and all the great men of Judah, (except 
Nathan, the prophet, Benaiah, captain of the guards, 

wwwin- an . l{ tllc oflfIcers of the army, who, with Zadock, the 

priefts, were not for him) to a fumptuous entertain- 
ment, the defign of which was, asfoon as the com- 



ment. 
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pany began to be merry, to proclain him king. 

Nathan, the prophet, who knew Gdd's defigna- 
tion, David's choice, and the people's intereft, hav- 
ing received intelligence of the meeting appointed 
by Adonijah, gave information of it to Bathflieba, 
ftrongly advifinff her to go to the king, and prefs 
him, in the molt urgent manner, immediately to 
declare Solomon his fuccefTor ; things being come 
to fuch an extremity, as to threaten the mofl immi- 
nent danger. 

Bathflieba, taking Nathan's advice, immediately 
repaired to the king, and having acquainted him 
with Adonijah's conspiracy, begged him to name her 
fon Solomoji his fucceflbr, agreeable to the promifc 
lie had formerly made, and ratified with an oath. 
While flie was with the king, Nathan entered the 



When Adonijah and his company heard of thefe 
proceedings (which was at the time they were juft 
on the point of proclaiming him king) they were 
all thrown into the utmofl confufion. Fearful of 
the confequences that might enfue, they immedi- t^mtd,* 
ately difperfed, and each fhifted for himfelf. Ado- flj« to the 
nijah, their leader, fled to the altar for fanduary, atac * 
where he continued for fome time, till, having ob- 
tained of Solomon a promife of life, on condition 
that he would never make any future attempt 
againfl: his government, he was admitted into the obtains 
king's prefence, where he made his obedience to ^ ivc - 
Solomon, in token of thankfulnefs for his preferva- nc * 
tion, and m acknowledgment of his fuperiority. 

David, thinking the inauguration of Solomon 
had been too hafty and private, determined to have 
it repeated in a more public manner, in the city of 
Jerufalem. On this occafiou he fummoned all the 
princes of the tribes, together with the priefts and 
Levites, among whom, on examination, there ap- 
peared to be 38,000, from thirty to fifty years of Daviddir- 
age. Out of thefe he appointed 0,3,000, to attend tributes the 
the building of the temple ; 6,coo as judges over the ^viwi^sc 
people ; 4000 as porters to the Houfe of God j and porters bi- 
as many chorilters to attend Divine fervice, and ^dam^t 
play on the inftruments he had made for the pur- ^cm their 
pofe. Thefe he divided into families ; and, oh fepa- o&cos t 
rating the priefts, from the reft of the tribes, found 
them to confift of twenty-four ; lixteen defcended 
from Eleazar, and eight from Ithamar. He appoin- 
ted that eachfhould attend the temple certain days, 
that is from Sabbath to Sabbath. The lots of the 
whole were caft in the prefence of David, Zadock 
and Abiathar, the priefts, and the heads of the tribes. 
That lot that came out firft took the pre-eminence, 
and the reft in their turns as they happened to be 
drawn. He alfo divided the tribe of Levi into 
twenty-four parts, or claflcs, who, by lot, were to 
attend the priefts in the performance of religious 
duties. But the greateft honour he conferred on 
the pofterity of Mofes, to whom he committed the 
truft of the holy treafures, and the donations that 
might arife from royal benefa&ions.. 

After this he divided his whole army into twenty- t£odwfth 
four parts, with their captains, centurions, and tri- the army, 
bunes. Each divifionconfifted of 24,000 men, who, 
in their turns, were to guard king Solomon thirty 
days together, attended by their centurions and tri- 
bunes ; and over each divifion was placed an officer, 
a man of probity and integrity, as a judge, to admi- 

nifterjuftice. He like wife appointed overfeers of the revenue 
king's treafury, vineyards, lands, flocks, herds, Sec. 

Having made thefe regulations, David called to- 
gether an aflembly of the magiftrates, princes of the 
tribes, the officers of the army, and thofe who had 
the care of the revenue ; when, placing himfelf on an 
eminence, he addrefled them as follows : 

" Brothers, and countrymen, 

<c The reafon of my having called you together is TheUad! 
to inform you of my ardent defire that a temple i n S men . n 

j-* 111 tt _ _ . ^ r concerning 

mould be erected to the honour of God ; for the do-thctempk. 
ing of which I have laid up great quantities both of 
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|f? II . is rc ™rkabJe of David, that one of his great faults, and what 
led him into many premunires, was, his extraordinary indulgence of his 
children, of whom he was fo fond, that he feems to have ovcrleoked 
their errors, and not reproved them, though he was bound to do it by a 
P]am law, (Levit. xix. 17.) and could not but know that the high-priclh 
tli, was fcvcrely punifhed for fuch neglect. 

(t>) In thefe days it was a capital offence to ride upon the king's afs 

No, io. 



* 

or mule, to fit upon the throne, or to handle his fceprre, without his or* 
derg 5 whereas, on the contrary, to have the honour to ride on 1 he king's 
beaft, by his appointment, was the higheft dignity that could he bellowed 
on a fubjeft. It was always confidcred in this light by the Pt rfians, as 
appears froTn the ftory of Mordccai, in the iixih charnci of the Book of 
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£«M and liJvcr. Cod, by hU prophet Nathan, lias ] 
tVn'IiiiliUe doing itniyfelf, on account of my having 
c mlmiccl my hands in the blood of your enemies ; 
but he bis appointed my fort and (ucccflbr to execute 
v ifi my Head. Now, fincc vou know our forefather 
Ja: oh had twelve fons, anil Judah was appointed 
kin<; over them ; and that I, having fix brothers, was 
preferred to them, and received the kingdom at the 
hands of God, to their fatisfa&ion ; I therefore en- 
treat my fons not to be concerned in any rebellion 
again ft Solomon, who now hath received the go- 
vernment, but to believe God chofe him to be king, 
and," on that account, with plealurc, pay obedience 
to his authority. If God had been pleafed that a 
ftranger fhouldhave enjoyed the chief command, it 
would have been the duty of every one chearfully to 
have owned their allegiance to hiiri ; but now a bro- 
ther hasarifen to fo high a pinnacle of honour, how 
great ought toheyofir joy at fo happy an appoint- 
ment! My prayer is, that the prbmifes God has 
vouchfafed to make, may have the defircd effeft; 
and that the peaceful adminiftration under the reign 
£wricuiar of Solomon, my fon, (faid David, add r effing him- 
suMrei&sto fdf to Solomon) will be aflhredly confirmed to you, 
soomun. ij vc an holy life, dojuftice, and preferve the 

laws of your country ; but if»you do not, you will 
live miferable, and die unlamented." 
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When David hadfinifhed his fpeech, he gave his 
fon, in the prefence of all the people, a plan of the 
intended temple ; the foundation and fuperftru&ure 
of it ; the h eighth and breadth; the number of pri- 
vate cells, with their dimenfions ; and how many vef- 
iels lhould be provided of gold and filver, with the 
precife weight of each ; after whichheexhorted him 
to undertake the building with the utmoft chearful- 
nefs. He then defired the princes of the tribe of Levi 
to give their afiiftance in the undertaking, not only in 
regard to •his fon's youth and inexperience, but in 
reverence to the Divine commiflion. He told them 
the work could not be attended with any great diffi- 
culty, he having already provided many talents of 
gold, but ftill more of filver ; great ftore of wood, 
emeralds, and all other kinds of precious ftones ; 
with a prodigious number of mafons, carpenters, 
and other workmen, " I have, likewife, (fays he) re- 
ferred 3000 talents of thepureft gold, out of my 
ownltore, for adorning the holy place, and the 
chariot of God, that is, the ark, which is to be 
cc ornamented with a cherub at each end, whofe 
" expanded wings will cover the whole/' 



Asfoonas David had done {peaking, not only the 
princes and priefts, but likewife the whole multi- 
tude, (hewed their zealfor promotingthe work, every 
one contributing fomething in proportion to their 
circumihmces. They likewife promifed to contribute 
10,000 talents of gold, as many of filver, and the like 
number of Ihekels. In fhort, fo great was the zeal 
of the people for having the work executed, that if 
any per fon had in his poflcflion a precious ftone, he 
brought it to David to be put into the treafury, the 
care of which was entrufted to one Jalus, a defcen- 
dant of Mofes, 

David was fo pleafed at this great readinefs of the 
people to facilitate the work, that he offered up his 
prayers to God on the occafion, calling him the Fa- 
ther and Creator of the univerfe ; the Mafter of all 
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things both divine and human ; tneprefcrver of the 
Hebrew nation, and the fountain of all that happy 
and peaceable government they had folongcnjoyctU 
He tlicH wifiicd all happinefs to the people in future, 
and commanded theni to oiler up their praifes to God / 
They immediately obeyed his commands, fell on the 
ground and worshipped ; after which they uiiaui- Sob*,; 
moufly returned their thanks to David for the great 
benefits they had received under his adminiftration. cotSt* 

J aiwltlT 

The next day (after offcringup facrifices inabun-K* 
dance) Solomon was again anointed, and acknow- 8 ^ 
ledged by all the people, their lawful king. He 
was afterwards conducted to the palace, and placed 
on his father's throne, from which time the people 
paid him their true allegiance- Zadock, by the ge- 
neral voice of the people, was declared high-prieft, 
in the room of Abiathar, who had publicly efpoufed 
the intei*eft of Adonijah. 

CHAP. XII. 

David's laft charge to his fon Solomon. His death and 

burial. 



A 



SHORT time after this, David perceiving bis 
difToIution was near at hand, called for his fon l ^ 
Solomon, and gave him this his laft exhortation : "I^Jj^ 
4c am now (fayshe) going a journey common to all, tafo' 
" but to a place from whence no traveller returns. fttCC!fc l 
cc Wherefore, while I am yet living, let me remind 
cc you of thofe things I have before faid to you ; 
"namely, that you exercife your authority with 
" juftice over your fubje£ts, humbly obey God, 
ct who has been pleafed to befto w the government on 
cc you, and carefully obferve thofe laws and com- 
" mandments which he has tranfmitted to you from 
Cc our great legiflatorMofes. Be careful that you 
u are not induced to. violate thefe injunctions, either 
c * from the flatteries of your courtiers, your own 
cc corrupt defires, or any other caufe whatever. If 
<c you do, be afTured your great and Divine Pro- 
" te&or will immediately forfake you ; whereas, 
" on the contrary, if you behave yourfelf towards 
" him as you ought, and as I molt fincerely wifli, 
cc you will confirm the kingdom to y our polterity ; 
cc 11Q other houfe but ours will fway the fceptre of 
cc the Hebrews, but it will be continued to you 
cc and yours for ever. Forget not the crimes of 
|oab, who, through jcaloufy put to death two 
" juft and faithful generals, namely, Abner, the fon 
" of Ner, and Amafa, the fon of Ithra : punifii 
him for their deaths, as you fliall think fit; for 
being more powerful than myfelf, lie has hitherto 
efcaped the threats of juftice. 1 befcech you to 
do all the good offices you can for the fons of 
Cc Barzillai, the Gileadite, not under the light of an 
cc obligation,- but as an acknowledegmcnt for the 
cc great benefits I received from their father during 
u my baniflimcnt, which I reckon as a debt incum- 
" bent on our whole family to difcharge. As 
" for Shimei, the Benjamite, who reviled me in 
cc the days of my perfecution, and whom I aftcr- 
u wards pardoned, you may ad: with him as you 
" think proper ; but I would not have him efcapc 
tc nnpuniflied." (a) 

A fliort time after David had delivered this cx-D;^ 
hortation to his fon, he gave up the ghoft, in the 
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(a) Thcfenfeof the two charges given by David tohis fon Solomon re- 
lative to Joah and Shimei, arc thus cxprefledby the learned Biihop Patrick. 
Speaking of thefirft, he fays, " Thou remcmbcreft what " Joab did unto 
u me ; with what infolcncc he treated me in the time of war agatnft 



tt 



Abulom ; how,contrary to my orders, he flew him,and afterwards talked 
to niK in a menacing and imperious manner. Thou rcmcmbcrefl what 
" he did to Aiuafa, whom I intended to have put in his place, and made 
the general of all my forces ; and what to Abner, who adhered to 
the houfe of Saul. The injury done to thefe two brave men redounds 
upon me, fiucc they were both under my protection, and boih murder- 
ed bateiy murdered, becanfe I had an eileem for them ; and till juftice 
be done to their murderer, (which I, in my life time, have not had 
pmver to do) their innocent blood 'mill not depart from tnj houfe. Do 

thou, therefore, take care to aflbil it; and whenever he commits any 
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tranfgrcflion againft thee, let the blood of ihcfo two vahiab»c men be 
charged 10 his account ; and let him as he has long dcl'crvcd, be put- 
to death." 

Speaking of Shimei, he fays, " Thou haft Shimei with thee, and f»mc 
fhare perhaps he may have in thy favour ; but truft him nor ; he is no 
friend to kings, or kingly power. Remember what he did to nie iu 
ray diftrefs ; how bitterly, how virulently he curfed me to my facer 
and 1 make no doubt but that he would do the fame to thee in the like 
circumftances. I forgave him in my exile, becaufe I looked upon him, 
as an inftrument in God's hands, to humble rae for my *;rcat offence. 
I forgave him in my return home, becaufe he came to me when my 
heart was open, and unwilling to damp the joy of my reftoration with 
the effufion of any blood, I promifed him his life; ami let nor that pro 
aifc be violated in my days : btit what I did is no rule or obligation It 
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7i(t year of his age, and 40th of his reign ; feven 
of which he governed in Hebron, and thirty-three 
in Jerulaieui {a). 

He was a man of mod diftinguifhed courage, and 
pofleficd all the qualities ncccifary for the forming 
of a great king. He was temperate, meek, boun- 
tiful, and humane, and never ftaincd the greatnefs 
of his authority in any inftance, except in the cafe 
of Uriah's wife. He left a greater trcafurc behind 
him than had been done by any of his prcdeccflbrs ; 
and the purpofes to which he afligned tlie greater 
part of it rendered his name immortal 

He wa s buried at Jerufalem with great pomp and 
magnificence ; and his fon Solomon depohted in his 
monument an ineftimable treafure. Some idea may 



be 



c former] of the great riches Solomon dcpofitccl in 
his father's tomb from the following circumffcanccs. 

When Antiochtis, furnamcd the Pious, the fon of 
Demetrius, laid liege to Jerufalem, Hyrcanus, the 
high-prieft, offered him a certain fum of money if 
he would raife the fiegc, and draw off his army# 
This propofition was accepted by Antiochus ; upon 
which Hyrcanus, not having any other method of 
fulfilling the treaty, broke openDavid's tomb, from 
whence he took 3000 talents 6f gold, with part of 
which he paid the fum agreed on, and Antiochus 
immediately raifed the fiege. 

Many years after this king Herod opened another 
part of David's tomb, from whence hetooktreafures 
of great value ; of which we fhall fpeak more at 
large in tlie Sixteenth Book of this work. 



« thee. Let him not die, however, for his offence againft me ; but ra- 
ff ther watch his conduct, and, if he fliould chance to give thee a irefli 
" occafiun, be fure to lay hold of it, becaufc it is not in his nature to be 

« a good fnbjcct. 

(a) David was buried, with great pomp, in that part of the city of 
Jerufalem which himfelf had taken from the Jcbufitcs, and called, after 
his own name, The City of David, His fepulchrc was always held in 
the grcateffc veneration by the Jews, It was in being in St- Peter's 
time ; for fo lie tells the people, Acts ii. ao. Dio (in the life of Adrian) 
informs us that part of it was, fallen down in the emperor Adrian's 
reign. Modern travellers defcribc (bme magnificent monuments hewed 
in a rock not far from Jerufalem, which are doubtlcfs very antient j but 
they do not agree that they are the fepulchres of the kings of Judab. 
Ii is, however, fomewhat ftrange, that the place of David's fcpuJcbrc 
(which both the Chaldeans and Romans, when they took Jerufalem, 
thought proper to fpare) mould now be fo entirely loft, that, for many 
years part, not the Ieaft traces of it have been to be found. But though 
Providence has fo ordered it, that the place of David's fcpulchre mould 
not at prcfent be known, yet there does not want an eternal monument 
of his moil excellent genius. The Eook of Pfalms, which, for the moil 
part, was compofed by him,' doth publim the glory of its author more 
thsn the mod pompous eulogies; and the fon of Sirach has confecrated an 
epitaph to his memory, which will remain when brafc and marble /hall 
be no more. u As the fat (fays he) is taken away from the peacc-otTcr- 
" ing, fo was David chofen from the people of Ifrael. He played with 
*< lious as with kids, and with bears as with lambs. He Hew a giant 
u when he was young, and took away reproach from the people ; for he 



u called upon thcMoft High Lord, and he gave flrength to his right band 
u to flay this mighty warrior, and to fet up the horn of his people. So the 
" people honoured him with ten thoufauds, andpraifed him in the blef- 
tr lings of the Lord; for he deftroyed the enemies on every fide, and 
<€ brought to nought the Phili (lines his adversaries. In all his works he 
u praifedthe Holy One Moft High, and blcflcd the Lord with words of 
" glory. He fet fingers alfo before the altar, thar, by their voices, they 
" might make fweet melody, and daily fing praifes in their fongs. He 
" beautified their feafts, and fet their folemn times in perfect 'order. 
" The Lord took away his fins, and exalted his horn for ever. He gave 
u him a covenant of kings, and a throne of glory in Ifrael." — Ecclc. 

fiafticus, chap, xlvii. a, trc. 

(b) A very learned and celebrated writer, in defcribing the character 
of David, fays, that his life was loaded with fuch a multiplicity of the 
mod lingular tranfa&ions, thar, to give it in a compafs ufual to other 
diftinguifhed characters, would not be to do him that jufticc his great 
merit defcrves. He then proceeds to relate the principal incidents that 
ocenred from his firft becoming popular to the period that produced his 
diiTolution ; and concludes with the following obferva lions ? "Such 
(fays he) are the outlines of a Jewifli prince, whem Chriliians juflly 
€€ extol as a man after God's cwn heart ; whom God himfelf called to be 
" king over Ifrael; who faithfully anfwered rhepurpofe for which God 
" raifed him ; in whofe family he cflablifhed the throne ; with whom he . 
" made an everlafting covenant ; and who was the great progenitor of 
" the Meffiah himfelf, who now reigns over all, and Jfatt reign till all 
u his enemies are put under his feet." 



END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK. 





FLAVIUS JOSEPH US 



O N 



T H E 



ANTIQUIT 




ES 



O F 





THE 



W 






BOOK 



VIII. 



[INCLUDING A PERIOD OF ABOUT ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEEN YEARS.] 





CHAP. I- 

Solomon fucceeds his father on the throne of IfraeL Ado- 
nijah concerts a fc heme for dijpojfejjtng him. He is af- 
filed by Abiathar^Joab^ andShimei. Solomon dctetts 
the fchemC) arid avenges him f elf on the authors. 

HE virtues and prowefs of king David, 
with the Angular benefits his fubje&s de- 
rived from him, confideredboth as aftatef- 
man and warrior, during an aulpicious 
, reign, have been fully treated of in the foregoing 
book* 

i King* it. Onhisdemife his fon Solomon, who hadbeenby him 
Solomon's declared king of Ifrael, afluuied the reins of govern- 
thtfthroiie ment amid tt the joyful acclamations of the people. 

acciamati?- rece i ve dj upon the occalion, the congratulatory 
ons of the addrefles of the heads of all the tribes, with their 
people. warmed wifhes that he might rulelongand happily. 

Solomon, however, was no fooner leated on the 
throne, than a circumftance occurred, which, though 
difagreeable, laid him under a neceflity of putting 
into fpeedy execution the commands of his dying 
father. Adonijah, his elder brother, who, during the 
life of David made feveral bold attempts to gain 
polTefHon of the regal authority , now applied to Bath- 

j£obf " le ^ a » t -' lc k' n g >s mother > andfaluted her with thofe 
the king's blandifhments which feldom fail of efFeft. When 

to miry 
A^iihag, 



AJor.'.jah 
appl'cs to 



he perceived that (lie was rendered complacent by 
his affiduities, he intimated, " That though the 
crown was his right both by feniority , as well as the 
will of the people, yet, as it was transferred to Solo- 
mon, her fon, according to the Divine pleafure, he 



perfe&ly fatisfied with his prefent ftation ; that he 
had only to requeft of her that fhe would ufe her 
intereft with her fon to obtain the royal confent to his 
taking Abifhagto wife/' Bathfheba immediately 
promifed to comply with his requeft, and encouraged 
him to hope for a joyful event, perfuaded, that her 
fon would hardly refufe the joint petitions of two of 
his neareft relatives, in a matter of fuch importance 
as the prefent. She accordingly repaired to the 
king upon the fubjed: of Adonijah's requeft. Solo- 
mon received his mother with every token of duty 
and affe&ion, condufted her into the palace, and 
placed her on a throne at his right hand. When fhe 
was feated, fhe entered upon the bufinefs, and in- 
formed her fon that (he had a fuit to prefer, which, 
if he fhould refufe, would a(Fe<ft her in the moft fen- 
fible manner. Solomon in the moft compliant terms, 
defired her to lay her commands upon him, as it was BatbiA 
his duty to grant whatever (lie (liould a(k. Without 
farther ceremony (lie then interceded with him for 
his royal per million that his brother Adonijah might 
take Abifhagto wife. 

The king, highly incenfed at the fubje A of her re- So^w 
queft,difmifled his mother abruptly,obferving, c< that JJifiti 
cc Adonijah had afpiring views ; thathe might have '^P* 
cc been more explicit, and requcfted of him the re(ig- 
cc nation of the kingdom to him upon the claim of 
u feniority, and efpecially as he had fuch powerful 

I-, joab^ ' 1 ' •■ f - A 



<c prieft,to back his pretentions. "To fruftate at once A ^ 
his prefumptuous defigns, he fent for Benaiah, the j^ 0 * 1 * 
captain of the guards, and commanded him to put coronas' 
w _ Adonijah to death (a) . Summoning Abiathar, the 

was contented to act in fubordination to him, and II high-pricft before him, he told him," that although 



(a) It was formerly very cuflomary among; princes to employ their 
officers, or gieatcfi confidants, in fucli like executions. Among the Ro- 
mans die foldiers were always the pcrfons who carried to prifon, 10 tor- 
ture, or to execution, fuch as were found guilty of any offence; and this 
Tcriullian makes an argument to diifiiade Chriftians from engaging in 
the w. n, left thereby they fhould be obliged to imprifon, punifii, or exe- 
cute malefactors. In Dan. ii. 24. we read, that " Nebuchadnezzar fent 
** Ariechj who was chief commander of his troops, to deftroy the wife 



i€ tnca of Babylon," becaufc they could not interpret his dream ; and 
therefore we need lefs wonder that we find Solomon employing Benaiali, 
the captain of his guard, on the like office: but whether he did not 
firft drag him from the altar, before he flew him, for fear of polluting 
the holy place with blood, or whether Solomon did not rather think fit 
to have him killed even at the altar, and let all men fre that no place, 
though ever fo facrcd, fhould fecuic any man from the hand of juftice, 
imcmators have not agreed. 
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his treacherous behaviour merited death, he would 
Abiarhar (pare his life in confideration of the fervices he had 
Jh-coarr. rendered his royal father, and particularly ihea.f${£> 



* 

was to rebuild the walls of Jerufaleln upon a more 
extenfive and defenfible plan than the former ; after t **^ J 0 f 
which he applied himfelf to the. adniiniftration of jwufciem. 



ance he afforded in bringing back the ark ; but that I public Juftice. Nor was his youth any impediment 



lineai, 



as for his punifhment, he fhould be for ever baniflied 
his prcfence for his perfidy in repeated inftances, 
and deprived of the dignity of the high-prieft- 
hood, as he had rendered himfelf unworthy of 
that facred function" ^ . 

The h ? sh- This circumftance gave occafion for transferring 
^Sawfcrredthe facerdotal dignity from the family of Ithamar 
f;orarhc had bcenforetold to Eli, the grandfather of Abi- 

athar) to that of Phineas, in the perfon of Zadock, 
at of Thofe who were of the familyfef Phineas, but lived 
in private ftations during the time the high-prieft- 
hood continued in the houfe of Ithamar, were, com- 
puting from Eli, the firft tha^receivedit ; Baccias, 
jgie fon of Jofeph ; Jonathan of Baccias ; Marceoth 
of Jonathan ; Arapha of Marceoth ; Achitob of Ara- 
. f>ha ; and Zadock, the fon of Achitob, who was firlt 
made high-prieft in*he reign of David. 
Joab, the general, alarmed at the punifhment of 
ibflid- death infiidted onAckmijah, and confeious that, from 
IrpwKcI his own treachery, Ke merited the fame, fled for fane- 

tuary to the altar, apprehending, from the king's 
known veneration for religion, that he fhould there- 
by be protected. But when the king was informed 
tfyit Joab had taken fandtuary, he commanded Be- 
naiah to raife him from the altar, and bring him to 
the tribunal of juftice, to anfwer the charge alled- 
sred again ft him* 



1 



BOB, 



» 



of the 

kfas. 



n Joab would not leave the altar, 

[^J^averring, that if he muft die, he would die there, 
command When Benaiah reported his refolution to the king, 

Solomon Commanded his head to be cut off there, as 
a juft punifhment for the execrable murders of Ab- 
ner and Amafa, the two 'captains of the hoft, in 
violation of the laws of juftice, humanity, and#ho- 
riour. Orders were like wife given by the king to 
Benaiah to fee his body interred, and a memorial 
to pofterity of his flagitious crimes, and an acquital 
of himfelf and his father frbm the imputation of 
rigour on the death of Joab. Benaiah, having exe- 
cuted his commands, Aicceeded Joab as commander 
in chief, as did Zadock, Abiathar as high-prieft. 

With refped: to Shimei, Solomon gave exprefs or*- 
ders, that he fhould build him an houfe in Jerufa- 
shimeiis lem, be confined to that fpot, nor pafs the brook 
" " Hebron upon pain of death. He- was alfo enjoined, 

in confirmation of the king's will and pleafure, to 
make a folemn oath to obey the orders. Shimei 
acknowledging the candour and clemency of the 
king., readily made an oath of compliance, and, leav- 
rrangrcfles ing his own country, took up his abode in Jerufalem. 



Benaiah 
& Zadock 
foccead 
Joab and 
Ab'uthar 
in their 

pfficcs. 



confined to 
Jerufalem 

flpon pain 
of death-. 



he king's 



About three years afterwards two of his fervants 
k violates ran away from him, and hearing that they' were 
moach. at Gath, he went over the river in queft of them. 

On his return the king received intelligence of it ; 
and fuch was his difpleafure at his abufe of his cle-. 
niency, and contempt of his commands, as well as 
violation of his own folemn o^jth, that he exprefTed 
himfelf to the delinquent in terms to the following 
effed: : <c Didft thou not folemnly fwear to me, that 
thou wouldft never depart this city to the day of thy 
death ? Now, like an impious, perjured wretch, thou 
haft violated thine oath, andfor this moft heinous of 
crimes thou flialt die. Remember, that Divine ven- 
geance, fooner or later, will find out the offender, 
and that f orbearancewill aggravate the punifliment. 
Juftice is due to the indignities thou didft offer my 
royal father. Think of thefe things, and vindicate 
thyfelf if thou canft." Upon this Benaiah put Shi- 
mei to death at the kind's command. 



»imet is 
it to 
>'ath. 



omon 

ries 



CHAP. II. 

lomon efpoufes the daughter of the king of Egypt. 
Repairs the walls of Jerufalem. His extraordinary 
mfdom y opulence, and power. Epijlolary correjpon- 
deuce between him and the king of Tyre. Builds the 
temple. Lapfes into idolatry through his amours. 
Adadftirs up a f edit ion. PerdiSion of the revolt of 
ten tribes. 

«■ OOLOMON having firmly eftablifhed himfelf on 
the ^ his throne, avenged himfelf of his enemies, and 



to him in the execution of his chitv as kino*, re- 
fpe&ing either the awarding of Juftice,the enforcing ordinary" 
of the laws, or the fulfillment, with religious, re ve- ami«nnc- 
rence,the commands laid upon him by his vcnei-able^faS 131 * 



father in his dying moments. Nay, his conduct was 
fuch in general, as might have become the gra- 
vity and judgment of an old and experienced mo- 
narch. . . ..... -v 

In this interval of profound peace both fat home 
and broad, he refolved to go to Hebron, and Sacri- 
fice to God upon the brazen al tar that was erected Goes to 
by Mofes, in acknowledgement of the many nicr- {brriHcc!° 
cies he had received; . He accordingly repaired 
thither, and offered a thtfufand victims for a burnt G ^ s P ro : 
offering. This diftinguifhed inftance of pious zeal Sethc * 
was fo pleafing in the fight of the Almighty, that he dwuldask. 
appeared to him iti a dream the following night, 
and commanded him to afk of him fome gifts he 
was ready tobeftbw, as a reward for his dutiful and 
grateful regard. Solomon afked iha't which^vas 
moft excellent in iti elf, what the bountiful donor 
could bertow with the greateft approbation, and 
what was moft profitable for man to receive. He did 
not defire either gold or filver, nor any of thofe gra r 
tifications, to which mankind in general, and young * 
perfons in particular, are too fondly attached. On., 
the contrary, his petition was, " Give me, O Lord:, Jh C e ™£ Ci 
4C a found mind and a good -under/landing, where- choice. 



cc by I may judge the people acc 
cc righteoufnefs." This petition 



ording to truth and 
petition was fo. acceptable 



. j- - 



proraifcd 



mon 



to the Almight)', that he not only promifed.him It 
wifdom and underftand!ng in fiich a degree as no ch^g^nt 
other mortal ever poflefied, but glory, riches, and °^ on 
victory over his enemies ; and further, that the go- pcm ° n * 
vernment fliould remain in his family for many y ears, 
if he continued righteous and obedient to him, and 
trod in the fteps of his pious father. When Solomon Solomon 
heard thefe words he awoke, leapt from his bed, £^owi r 
worfhipped and gave thanks ;after which he returned i«^esth« 
to Jerufalem, offered great facrifices before the bounty, 
tabernacle, and feafted all the people. v 

In thofe days a difficult cafe was brought before j^'Jfjj 11 "' ; 
him to determine ; and I think it neceffary to explain cic inUwO 
the matter, in order that the reader mayform a 1 ^^ c 
judgment of Solomon's abilities and rectitude, and to soio- 
that future kings may follow his example, in ]?oints 
which affedt the interefts of their fubjecis. 

Twoharlots applied to him for juftice. The plain- 
tiff firft related her tale in words to this purport. 
" This woman, O king, and I dwell together iu 
u one houfe. We both bore a fon at the fame hour. 
cc On the third day the woman againft whom I pre- 
Cc fer my complaint overlaid her fon and killed him ; 
<c then taking mine to herfelf as I was aflcep, 4aid 
her dead fon in f my arms. Being clefirous, in th^ 
morning, of giving the infant the bread, I foun 
it was not my own ; aud pcrfuaded thatit was tKar 
woman's dead child, I demanded my own ; but 
notbeingable toobtainhim, Ihad rccourfe toriiy 
lord the kiqg for juft ice. For, as we were alone* 
and there is no evidence to convift her, fhe ob- 
ftinately perfeveresin a denial of the fac^:. ,, J 
When this woman had finifhed her tale, the king 
demanded of the other what fhe had to fay in her de- 
fence. Upon her denial pf the charge brought' a- 
gainft her, and affirming that her child was living, 
and that of her opponen^dead, and none prefent be- 
ing able to decide the point in controverfy, the king 
devifed the following method of difcqvering the 
merits of the caufe. He ordered both the dead and 
living child tobe brought in j then commanded one 
of his guards to fetch a fword* and cut both the 
children in halves, that each of the women might 
have half the living and half the dead child. This 
was deemed a trifling proceeding at firft ; but it 
caufed the real mother of the livin 2* child to exdaim 
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againft it, and confent that the child fhould be de- 
livered to the other woman as her own, declaring 
flie would be fatisfied with the life of the child,, and 
with the fight of it, although it were efteemed.tlYe 

. , rt — , j. other's. The other woman fubmitted to the jud^- 

tauoh. c 1 onci,latecl hi«ifelf to his friends, took to wife the f| men.t, and was ready to fee the child divided ; 'ntfy| 1 ' 
daughter of the king of Egypt. His next concern feexned to take a pleafure in feeing the mothrr tpx<> 
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mented. Now the king wifely inferring that their 
refpetftivc behaviour, upon the occalion, was, from 
the impulfe of their paflions^ adjudged the child to 
her who cried out to fave it, as the real mother, and 
condemned the other as a wicked woman, who had 
not only killed her own child, but was endeavouring 
to deftroy that of her friend (a) . This dctcrminati-r 
Solomon's on was applauded by the multitude as an evident 

dcrcimma- , *•* 1 * • » ^ f • i~ • i 

tion ur.i- token of the king s extraordinary iagacity, and 

they ever after looked on him as a prince endowed 
with a Divine undcrftandingi 



vcrf.il ly 
approved. 



I Kings iv. 
Trincipal 
officers* 



• r • 

Solomon's grcat officers were the following : Uri, 
the fon of Hur, prelided over the tribe ofEphraim, 
including Bethlehem; Aminadab, who married the 
king's daughter*, had the region of Dora and the 
fea coaft under him. The great plain was under 
enaiah, the fon of Achil. -He alfo governed all the 
country as far as the river Jordan. Gabaris, the fon 
of Gebei% ruled over Gilead and Gaulanitis, as far 
as mount Libanus, and had under him fixty large 
and well fortified cities; Ahinadab, who married 
another of Solomon's daughters, directed the affairs 
of Galilee up to Sidon. Baanah had the fea Coaft 
about Afher. The mountains Itabar and Carmel, 
and all the Lower Galilee to the farther fide of 
Jordan, was under the command of Jehofliaphat ;as 
was the whole country of the Benjamites under that 
of Shimei; And Tabar governed the country be- 
yond Jordan. Thefe governors were all under the 
fuperintendance of one lieutenant-general. 

Thepeo;>ie The Hebrew nation, and particularly the tribe 
the art so f °^ J u dah, were now in a flourilhing condition ; for 
peace. as they enjoyed the invaluable bleffings of peace 

and plenty, unmolefted by ^he diftracftions and tu- 
mults of warj they applied themfelves to agricul- 
ture and other arts, and by that meails advanced 
both their fame and fortunes. 

The king had likewife other rulers, who were 
over the land of Syria, and other barbarous parts 
between Egypt and Euphrates, and thefe collected 
the receipts fromthe tributaries. Thefe people con- 
tributed towards the daily fupply of the king's table 
thirty meafures of meal, ten fat oxen, twenty oxen 
out of the paftures, and an hundred fat lambs, be- 
fides deer, birds, fifli, and other fporting produc- 
tions. He had fo vaft a number of chariots, that 
there were forty thoufand ftalls provided for the 
horfes that belonged to them, befides twelve thou- 
fand horfemen that were his guards ; the half of 
whom we're quartered at Jerufalem near his perfon, 
and the other half diftributed throughout the villa- 
ges adjacent to the city. The fame officer who 
fuperintended the fupply of the king's table was 
commiflary-general for the houihold. 

: The wifdom and knowledge of Solomon were £b 
great, that he exceeded the ancients in philofbphical 
attainments, and was infinitely fuperior to theEgyp- 
tians, who were reputed to be the moft accomplifh- 
ea people of their age. He alfo excelled the moft ce- 
lebrated of his coun trymen and cotemporaries : thofc 
were Athan, and Heman, and Calcol, and Dodan, 
the fons of Hemahon. He compofed fifteen hun- 
dred books of poems, and three thoufand of para- 
bles and limilitudes. He wrote an hiftory of 
plants, from the cedar to the hyflbp ; as alfo of 
beafts, and living creatures in general ; for he was 
a coufummate natural philofopher, and therefore 



The m*g- 
nWiccricc 
and fpicn- 
4oiir of 
Solomon. 



Solomon's 
wifdom. 



Hi* im- 
menfe ltrc- 
jsrv pro- 
ductions. 



(a) The difthuniifiied penetration and wifdom of Solomon in adjuft- 
ing this imricaie afFair, is not to be paralleled in any hiftory, either fa- 
crc) or prophane. He knew at once, that the only fign whereby to dif- 
cove r the true moihcr, would he her affection and companionate tender- 
nrfs for the child ; and therefore, in order to diftinguifli between the two, 
his bufincfs was to m.ike trial of ihem. And if we fuppofc, that, when 
he commanded the child to be divided, he fpokc with a fedatc counte- 
nance and Teeming earneftnefs (as the true mother's petition to the king 
makes itappircut he did) then we may fuppofc farther, that not only the 
two women, but all the people prefent, wereftruck with horror, at the 
thought's of the defjgn being carried into execution : which, when it 
ended in fojuft a dccifion, quite contrary to what they expected, raifed 
joy in every -bre s ft, and gave a more advantageous commendation to the 
judge. It is the opinion of fomc, that Solomon made a difcovery of the 
truth antecedent to this experiment ; that, by obferving the countenance, 

the manner of fpeech, and all the motions of the women, he difecrned 



perfectly acquainted with their refpeftive proper- 
ties; He adapted the univerfal knowledge with, 
which God had favoured him to the good of man-, 
kind, according to their particular exigencies. He 
compofed incantations for the cure of ciifeafes, and- ! 
left behind him a prefcribed method for the expel- 
ling of demons, and this method is of great force 
eVen at this day. I faw one Eleazar, in the prefence>!eaz* 
of Vefpafian, his fon, his officers, and a multitude^ 
of his foldiers, difpofTelfing people of demoniacal 
fpirits. This was his method : he put a ring, that 
had a rpot of one of thofe forts prefcribed by Solo* 
mon, to the nbftrils of the perfon poffclled, which, 
by the fmellf caiifed*the expulfion of the demon, , 
when Eleazar, reciting the name and incantation* 
of Solomon; adjured it never to trouble him more. 
Eleazar, in order to dqpionftrate that he had fuch a. 
power j placed a cup of water a little diftance froi^ 
a man who was poflefTed, and adjured the demon,/ 
on his leaving the man, to overturn it, and therebyf- 
make it kripwn to the fpe<Stators<that he had quitted 
him. This proved the extraordinary abilities of 
Solomon, to confirm which I^Jiave inferted tin* 
narrative; 



- * 
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When Hiram, king of Tyre, who had lived in ix . 1 
friendfliip with the late king of Ifrael, heard of So-Kin? ; 
lomon's acceffion to the throne on the demife of hjsi^j 
father, he fent ambafladors to congratulate him dn*>i** 
the occalion. Solomon, on their return, fent an epif- 
tle to Hiram couched in tile folio wins: terms : 



" Solomon to Hiram greeting, 



unto 



" father, would have built a temple to God ; but 



iikt 



HtiaL 



cc 
cc 



* 7 ~ to m " " 

mics, he could not profecute his defign, and 
therefore left it to me to accdmplifh in a^ time of 
cc peace and tranquillity, according to the Diving 
" prediction. That time I fliall now dedicate, td 
" that folemn and important ptirpofe. Therefore 
c * I make it my earneft requeft that thou will 
" fend fome of thy fubje&s with mine to motint 
cc Libanus, to affift in cutting ddwn timber, in which 
" the Sidonians are more fkilftil than our people. 
" Their wages fhall be paid at fuch a rate as thou 
c< fliait determine." 

Solomon's epiftle was highly approved by Hiram, 
who returned him this anfwer : 

» * 

eC Hiram, to king Solomon greeting, 
a Nothing could have been more grateful to mi 
than to hear that the crown of your excellent 
father has devolved, through Divine Providence 
to fo wife and virtuous a fucceflbr. Your defire 
fliall be punctually and chearfully complied with. 
I will iflue my command for the cutting down 
and exportation of fuch quantities of the faireft 
cedar and cyprefs Trees as thou mayeft require. 
My fubjecfts fliall bring them to the fea fide, and 
ftiip them away to what port thou pleafeft, in or- 
der that thy fubjedts may tranfport them to Je- 
rufalem. - In exchange thou wilt fupply us with 
corn, of which commodity we iflanders ftand 
much in need." 
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cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
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Copies of thefe epiftles remain to this day, being 
preferved not only in our own, but the Tyrian re- tkTj 



m 



the fecrets of their heart, and penetrated to the bottom of theba* 
finefs ; and that his commanding the children to be divided afterwards, 
was only to notify to the company what he before h-ad difcovered. How* 
ever this be, it may not be improper, upon this occafion, to mention an 
inftanee or two of as lingular addrcfles, though much inferior to this, in 
difcovering fuch fecrets as feemed to be paft finding out. Suetouius, 
in his life of Claudian, tells us, that emperor difcovered a woman to U 
the mother of a young man, whom fhe mould not own for her fou f h/ 
commanding her to be married to him ; the horror of committing inccft 
having obliged her to declare the truth. In like manner Diodorus Ska* 
his relates, that Ariopharnes, king of the Thracians, being appointed w 
arbitrate between three men, who all pretended to be fons of the king of 
the Cimmerians, and claimed the fucceffion, found out the true fon and 
heir, by ordering them to fhoor each man his arrow into the king's body, 

which one of thcin refufiug to do, was dccnn d tht lawful claimant, 
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cords ; fb that, for fatisfa£Hon, anyone may apply 
to the keeper of thofe records, hi which will be 
full confirmation of what we have aidvanced. I 
refer the reader to this proof to acquit myfelf of 
the charge of ftating any thing but matters of fart, 
or compiling an hiftory of mbjedts doiibtfui and 
unauthenticated in order to deceive and amtffe at 
the fame time. The merit of an hiftorian centers 
Jn an undeviating adherence to fad:s, from which, 
if he fwerves, no confideration can exculpate him ; 
fo that we defire nothing that we advance may be 
admitted, unlefs we appear able to demonftratd its 
truth by the moft undeniable authority* 
5olomon Solomon was highly pleafed with the ingenuous 

i ]B uv» am ' ^ ran ^ ^ e ^ av i our °f the king of Tyre, in token 
of* " of which he ordered him a yearly prefent of two 
thoufand meafures of wheat, gnd likewife two thou- 
fand veflelsof oil, and as many of wine, containing 
each fcventy-two quarts. This was an earneft of 
friendship between thefe two kings, which was daily 
more and more confirmed. 

The king laid a tribute on the people in general, 
famish" to provide thirty thoufand workmen, including ar- 
tificers and labourers, whofe employ he rendered 
eafy, by an impartial and candid diftribution of 

tt£j!e, thC He appointed ten thoufand to cut timber 

upon Mount Libanus for the fpace of one month, 
who were then to be releived by the next ten thou- 
fand, and fo on throughout, by which means each 
ten thoufand were regularly and ftatedly employed, 
and had an equal proportion of labour and reft. 
Adoniram was appointed fuperintendant of the 
whole work. There were alfo feventy thoufand 
ftrangers left by David, who were to carry ftones 
and other materials, and eighty thoufand ftone- 
cutters or mafons : of thefe thirty-two thoufand 
wercoverfeers. The)' were ordered to cut out large 
ftones for the foundation of the temple, and have 
iKingsvi. them wrought upon the mountain ready to be con- 
Solomon veved thence to Jerufalem. Hiram's people were 

alfo employed in this preparatory work. 

Solomon began to build the temple in the fourth 
year of his reign, in the fecond month, which the 
Macedonians call Artemifius, and the Hebrews Jar ; 

four hundred and eighty years after their exit out of 
Egypt. It was alfo in the reign of Hiram, king of 
Tyre, and two hundred and forty years after the 
buiUing of that city* And the .whole, notwith- 
ftanding its prodigious extent, and the great num- 
ber of different apartments contained in it, was 
fully compleated in lefs time, by upwards of 190 
vears. than was taken to build the famous heathen 

Kr oa temple of Diana in the city of Ephefus. 

ample. By order of the king the foundation of the temple 

was laid very deep, and the materials were fiich as 
would refift the force of time and other incidents. 
Thefe were fo united and wedged into the rock, as to 
become a balis for the fuperftru6ture to be eredred 
over it. The walls were all of white ftone, from the 
ground to the roof. The height and length were 
each fixty cubits, and the breadth twenty. There 
was alfo another building, of the fame dimensions, 
raifed above it ; fo that the entire altitude of the 
temple was an hundred and twenty cubits ; its front 
was to the eaft. The porch, next to the entrance, 
and twenty cubits in length, ten in breadth, and an 
hundred and twenty in height. There were alfo 
built round about the temple thirty fmall rooms, in 
the form of galleries, opening one into another : each 
of thefe rooms was five cubits inlength and breadth, 
was in height twenty. Above thefe were two other 
floors of the fame form and proportion, reachin 
altogether to the lower part of the fabric ; for thefe 
galleries were raifed no higher than the top of the 
firft ftory. The roof, that covered in the whole, was 
of cedar * T and every partition had its peculiar roof, 
independent of any other ; but they were all faftened 
together by long and large beams, fothat they ap- 
peared but as one piece. Under thefe beams were 
feveral difplays of carving and gilding. Indeed, the 
whole fabrice was fo ornamented, that its tranfplend- 
ance dazzled the eye of the beholder. The whole 
ftru&ure of the temple was of poliftied ftone, put to- 
gether with fuch art, that no joint was to be feen, or 
the leaft fign of an inftrument of architecture ; but 
as if, without any ufe of them, the entire materials 



of one part with another, fecmed rather to have 
been the effed: of Providence and nature, than the 
production of art or human invention. 

The king had an admirable contrivance for an 
afcent to the upper part, which was by winding 
ft airs, cut through the thicknpfs of the wall ; for 
the fecond ftory had not a large .door at the eaft 
endj as the lower had. The ihfide of the temple 
was lined with cedar, and the juridion of the 
beams by iron-work added great ftrength to the 
building. 

Solomon caufed the temple to be divided into Therein- 
two parts ; that is, the inner part> or tioly of Hglies^ \* to £ e 
of twenty cubits fquare^ which was inacceffible ; 
and the other of forty cubits, which, was affigned mofthoir 
to the ufe of the priefts* In the partition-wail, be- P iaces - 
twixt the inner and outer part of the temple, were 
large cedar doors, fuperbly gilded and elegantly 
carved; There were alfo veils of different colours, 

beautifully interwoven with variegated flowefs, to 
be drawn before thofe doors* 

He alfo dedicated for the moft holy place two ch'iSim? 
eherubinis of mafly gold. They were each five 
cubits high, and had two wings ftretched out td the 
fame extent ; fo that with one wing they might 
touch the fouth fide, and with the other the north. 
With the other two wings they overfpread the ark, 
that was placed between them. 

The very floor of the temple wa$ overlaid with J*^^? ,e 
gold. In a word, there was 110 part, internal or Tuowanf" 
external, but what was covered with gold 5 , nor 'j^J§3£ 
was there any thing wanting that could contribute faiptioa. 
to its fplendour and magnificence; 

■ 

The king fent for an eminent artificer from T-yfe* 
whofe name was Chiram. His mother was of the 
tribe of Naphthali, ana his father, by extra&ion, 
an Ifraelite. This man's chief ikill lay m working t jjc printi- 
in gold, filver, and other metals. He was, there- g^ rlU 
fore, employed in the moft curious pieces of mc- 
chanifm about the temple, according to the direc- 
tion of Solomon. He eaft two brazen hollow pil- 
lars four fingers thick in the metals, eighteen cubits 
in height and twelve in circumference. Two 
chapiters of brafs for the tops of the two pillars, 
five cubits each: Thefe were covered with a kind iKingsrii. 
of brafs net-work ; and below them were flowefs, pjjbr* 
or lily-work, of the fame contrivance, with two 
rows of pomegranates hanging down, an hundred Divers cu- 
in' each row. One of thefe pillars was placed at the™ u Mjj^ f 

entrance of the porch on the right-hand, and called manship. 
Jachin j the other on the left, and called Boaz. 

Solomon alfo caufed this artificer to make a Thcbrt2Ca 
brazen fea, the figure of which refembled an fea. 
hemifphere. This veflel was alfo called a fea, from 
its largenefs ; for the laver was ten feet in diameter, 
and eaft of the thicknefs of a palm. The middle 
refted on a ftout pillar, that had ten fpirals round 
it, and that pillar was a cubit in diameter. Around 
it were placed the figures of twelve oxen, facing, , 
by three and three, the four cardinal points, nortj), 
eaft, weft, and fouth. This brazen fea contained 
three thoufand baths. 

There were alfo made ten brazen bafes for fo many Thebraxea 
quadrangular lavers: the length of each of thefe bafe* lad 
bafes was five cubits, and the height fix cubits. Uvcr, » 
The feveral pieces were eaft apart, and then thus put 
together. There were four fmall quadrangular pil- 



lars, one of which flood at each corner. Thefe had 
the fides of the bafe fitted to them on each quarter : 
there was a three-fold partition : every interval had a 
border fitted to fupportthe laver, upon which was 
engraven in one place a lion, and in another place a 
bull and an eagle. The fmall pillars had fmall ani- 
mals engraven on the fides. The whole work was 
elevated, and ftood upon four wheels, which were 
alfo eaft, had kaves andfpokes, and were afoot and 
an half in diameter. It was admirable to obferve 
with what exa<5tnefs the fpokes of the wheels were 
turned and united to the fides of the bafes, and, in- 
deed, the curious manner in which the whole was 
wrought. This was their ftru&ure* Certain flioul- 
dersand hands ftretched out held the corners above, 
upon whichrefted a fiiortfpiral pillar, that lay /under 
the hollow part of the laver, refting upon the fore- 
feet of the eagle and the lion, which were adapted to 
had naturally united together ; and the agreement them, infomuch that thofe who viewed them wouJLd 
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imagine they were of one piece . Between thefe were 
engravings of palm-trees. This was the contrac- 
tion of the ten bafes. 

To thefe bafes he made ten lavcrs of the fame me- 
tal, each containing forty baths, the height four cu- 
bits, and the diameter the fame. Thefe ten la vers 
were fet upon as many bafes, that were called mechc- 
noth'. They were all placed in the temple ; five of 
them on the left hand, on the north fide ; and the 
other five at the fouth fide, on the right, looking 
towards the eaft. In the fame place alfo was the 
brazen fea. They were all filled with water. The 
fea, for wafhing the hands and feet of the priefts, 
upon entering the fan&uary, and afcending the 
altar ; and the lavers for clean ling the entrails of the 
beafts, and other parts of the burnt-offering. 

He erected alfo a brazen altar, of twelve cubits in 
length and breadth, and ten in depth, for the fervice 1 
of the Holycaufts, providing the fame with all the 
neceflary vefTels, made of the pureft brafs. 

The king likewife dedicated a great number of 
tables, and one of pure gold for the fhew-bread, 
larger than the reft. There were many others not 
much inferior to that for the fhew-brcad, fufficient 
to hold twenty thoufand golden veffels, and forty 
thoufand filver ones. 

. He alfo provided twelve thoufand candlefticks, 
according to the appointment of Mofes. One of 
them was peculiarly dedicated t& the fervice of the 
temple, to be kept burningin the day time, accord- 
ing to the law. The table for the fiiew-breadr was 
placed on the north fide, over againft the candle- 
ftick, which flood on the fouth : but the golden al- 
i:vf° Uc "t ar between them. All thefe velfels were 

contained in the fore part of the temple, which was 
forty cubits long, and werfc before the veil of the 
Holy of Holies, where the ark of the covenant was 
to be kept. 

There were alfo made pouring cups, iu number 
eighty thoufand, and ten thoufand golden veffels, 
The reft of with twice as many, of filver. There were eighty 

thoufiiud golden difties, and twice as many of 
filver, for the purpofe of offering kneaded fine flour 
at the. altar. Golden meafures, fuch as the mofai- 
cai hin And aflaron, twenty thoufand, and as many 
of filver. The golden ceufers, in which they car- 
ried the incenfe to the altar, were in number twenty 
thoufand. The other cenfers, in which they car- 
ried fire from the great altar to the fmaller one 
within the temple, were fifty thoufand. 

The facerdotal garments, which belonged to the 
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dining gazer with horror. Ten hundred cubits to 
be brought up to a level with the top of the moun- 
tain, to make the work regular, and the ground 
even. This was encompaffed with a double row of 
cloifters, fupported by pillars of native ftone. The. 
doors were of filver work, and the roof and wain* 
fcpts of cedars highly polifiied. 

When king Solomon had finiflied this ftupendous l!c{c ?i 
fabric in the fliort interval of feven years, which, 
confidering its magnitude and numberlcfs orna- 
ments, as well as almoft infinite appurtenances, 
feems to require the extent of ages to accomplith, 
he wrote to the elders, and heads of the tribes, to fJ^J 
fummon the people up to Jerufalem, to fee the oft ^ p 
temple, and to aflift in removing thither the ark of J c ^ { 
the covenant. The yefolution was duly notified ; 
and, in the feventh month, which the Hebrews call 
Thuri, and the Macedonians, Hypcrberetaeus, they 
were, with much difficulty, afTembled. The feaft amiT efi 
of tabernacles happened to fall at the fame time^V an f ^ 
which, by the Hebrews, is accounted the moft procuso 
folemn of their feftivals ; fo the priefts carried the 
ark, and the tabernacle which Mofes had pitched, 
together with the ve'lTcls appertaining to the al* 
tar, and lodged them in the temple. The king 
himfelf, and the whole congregation, with the 
Levites, proceeded then with their facrifices and 
oblations, fprinkling the ground as they paffed 
with blood, and burning an immenfe quantity of j 
incenfe, till the very air itfelf feemed to have im- 
bibed the moft fragant odours, and, as it were, . 
transfufed them throughout the multitude, who in- 
ferred, from fo pleafing a circumftance, that it was 
an indication of the Divine Prcfence, vouchfafing 
to honour the temple thus newly built and dedica- 
ted unto himfelf ; for the whole congregation ex- 
preffed tokens of joy and exultation, during the 
courfe of the time in which they were tranfporting 
the ark into the temple. 

When they were come to the moft facred place, iposS 
where it was to be,depofited, the multitude with- ^2 
drew, and the priefts, who brought it, placed it un- 
der the two cherubims, which, environing it vyith 
their wings, as framed by the artificer, covered it as 
under b. tent or copul. It contained nothing ejfe but 
the two tables of ftone with the ten commandments 
graven upon them, as delivered to Mofes upon 
mount Sinai. Tj*he candleftick, table, and golden 
altar, were placed in the fame order now in the 
fancluary, as they were^at firft in the tabernacle, 
when they offered their daily facrifices. The brazen 
altar, by order of Solomon, was placed dire&ly 
againft the door, that when it was opened, a full 
view might be exhibited of the magnificence of the 
facred lolemnities. The reft of the veflels were 
collected and depofited in the temple. 

When the ark was properly difpofed, and the 
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high priefts, with the long robes, and the oracle, 
aud the precious ftones, were a thoufand. But 
there was but one crown, upon which Mofes in- 
fcribed the venerable name of one Supreme, and 
that hath remained to this day. There were alfo 
made ten thoufand facerdotal garments of fine 

Vinen, with purple girdles, for priefts in ordinary.; j| priefts had withdrawn, a thick cloud hovered over 
and two hundred thoufand trumpets, according to 
the inftitiition of Mofes : alfo two hundred thoufand 

Garments for the Levites, who compofed the choir. II fuch as had, upon former occafions, indicated the"f_ 
Thefe were furnifhed with four hundred thoufand Divine Prefence and approbation ; fo that the pre-& Toa 
mufical inftruments, as harps, pfalteries, and the fent was looked upon as a token of the fame, and 



the place, not refembling that which portends rain A< y 
and ftorms, but of a /more temperate kind, and 
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like, made of a mixed metal, between gold and 
filver, to accompany the voices. 

Thefe expenlive and magnificent preparations 
'were made towards the advancement of this mighty 
work, undertaken for the honour of the Divine 
Being ; nor was there any thing wanting that could 
exprefs the pious zeal of the Founder, or tend to 
animate that of the people in general. When the 
preparatory part was executed, the church-articles 
were d'e.polited in the facred trealury, and fet apart 
for religious ufes. 

Hound about the temple was a partition, called 
in the Hebrew, Gifon : it was raifed to the height of 
three cubits, in order to exclude the multitude from 
the place into which the priefts only were to be ad- 
mitted. Beyond this partition was another building, 
withlaro-c galleries about it, and four ftately gates, 
the temple, that opened each towards one or the four quarters. 

The doors were plated and inlaid with gold. Into 
. this place people entered in common, provided* they 

wtfre duly obfervant of the»laws. 

The ere&ing of this outward building was anun- 
. dertaking ftupendous beyond defcription. There 
were fuch depths to be filled up 3 as niuft ftrike the in- 
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that the grand objedl of their worfliip would deign 
to d well amongft them in the temple they had de- 
dicated to his fervice. : 

While the people were intent upon the awful fo- 
lemnity before them, the king arofe and add re fled 
the Almighty, in a ftile and manner fuitable to the 
importance of the occafion. His prayer was to this 
effedt : " Father of all, thou that inhabited: eternity, J*Jjjgj 
<c and haft raifed out of nothing the ftupendous fa-p»g 
brie of this univerfe, the heavens, the air, the^U 
cc earth, and the fea ; thou that fillcft the whole, andocc^J 
u every thing that is in it, and art thyfelf unbound- 
ed and incomprehenfible ; look down in mercy 
u upon thy fervants, who haveprefumed to ere& a 
u temple to the honour of thy facred Majefty* 
<c Vouchfafe then,Lord, to hear our prayers, and ac- 
" cept our oblations. Thou that feeft and heareft 
" all things, look down from thy exalted throne, 
ci and deign to give ear to the fuppiications of thy 
" people in this place. Thou that never failefl to 
u aififl: them who call upon thee, grant us thy aid, 
u and afford us thy gracious favour." 

After this folemn addrefs to the Supreme Being* 
Solomon directed hi&attention to the multitude, and 
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in a pathetic fpeech, rcprefented to tlicm the many 
inftances in which the Divine Power and Providence 
had been exerted in their behalf. He laid before 
them the important things that had been revealed 
^people, to his father David (fome of which were paft, and 

others were to come) concerning himfelf, his (uccei- 
iion to the throne, his building of the temple, the 
eftablifhment of the family, and the profperity of 
the nation. The ufe he made of thefc remarks was, 
to admonifli them toblefs God for mercies received, 
in confequence of his gracious promifes, and to rely 
on the fame infallible word for the fulfilment of what 
had been predicted concerning greater bleffings. 
Solomon's After this brief, but fignificant difcourfe, to the 
£Xe iX multitude, the king again turned toward the temple, 
ffgoftbe and, with his right hand uplifted, thus again, in an 
* l 2efi. humble addrefs, applied himfelf to the Almighty. 

u Lord, what are all the returns of which man is 
" capable, compared even with theleaftof tbymer- 
" cies ? O !- how can we requite the fmalleft of thy 
" bounties ? All that we can do is to render thee 
" praife acknowledgement and thankfgiving. This 
cc is indeed, an honour conferred upon mankind, in 
" diftin&ion from all other creatures ; fo that it be- 
" comes my bounden duty to adore and praife thy 
" holy name for the lingular favours beftowed on 
" our houfe, and thine infinite goodnefs towards the 

« whole people of Ifrael. Be pleafed, therefore, to 
" accept our moft grateful acknowledgements in ^the 
cc only way we are capable of expreffing them : Firft, 
" for thy lingular goodnefs to my decea&d father, 
f 4 in railing him from a ftate or obfeurfty to the 
c 6 higheft pitch of glory ; and next for making good 
" to thy fervant before thee, all thy gracious pro- 
tc mifes in his favour. Continue thy bounty to us, 
" as to thy chofen people. Preferve, profper, and 
" perpetuate the government inourhoufe, accord- 
cc ing to thy gracious promifes to my father, living 
cc and dying. Let thy holy fpirit defcend upon this 
ie'profoe-" temple ; and though heaven and earth cannot 
Smpicaad " contain thy glorious Majefty, much lefs a fatric 
Aepcopie. " wrought by the hands of mortals, deign to afford 

" it thy Divine prefence and prote&ion. Preferve it 
" from the power of enemies as thine own, and fet 
" apart for thy peculiar fervicer. If this people, by 
" their offences, fhould at any time provoke thee, in 
" juft difpleafure, to vifit them with famine, pcfti- 
" lence, or any other judgment, be pleafed, O 
"Lord upon their humble fupplications to thee 
" in thine own houfe, to accept of their repentance, 
cc and deliver them from their afflictions. This I 
" moft humbly implore, not only for the Hebrews, 
" but for all people in general, who fhall offer up 
tc their prayers to thee in this holy place. Hereby it 
" will appear to the whole world, that this is thy 
" houfe, and that we are thy people ; and further, 
" that fuch is our good-will to mankind, as to de- 
u lire that they may all participate of the bleflings 
tc of thy providence. 
After this humble addrefs to the Father of Mercies, 

Sof s °l 0Tn011 ca ft himfelf on the ground,and worfhipped 
the Divine in the moft lowly pofture, then arofe, and offered fa- 
t?on ata cr ^ ces upon the altars hating the fatisfa&ion of be- 
acceptancc ing aflured, by an e'videiifetoken, that his oblations 

were acceptable to the Almighty : for a flafh of fire 
from above rnfhed tfkh violence upon the altar, and 
inftantly confurped the offerings. . The whole mul- 
titude looked upon this prodigy as a demonftration 
of the Divine Prefence, and therefore fell proftrate in 
humble adoration of God's goodnefs, in thus owning 
both the worfhttwnd the temple. Upon this the 
king proceeded tor offer praifes and thankfgivings, 
and exhorted the multitude to do*the fame, as now 
having fulHcicnt indications of God's fpecial favour 
towards them. He enjoined them to pray for the 
continuance of his mercies, and efpecially his Divine 
grace, that the v might live in holinefs and righteouf- 
nefs, and.the ftri<5left obfervanoe of thofe precepts 
^thlrTxws wlllc h God had given them by Mofes. This he re- 
ofMofca. commended as the only means of fecuring the hap- 

pinefs of the Hebrew nation, and, indeed, rendering 
themblcfled above all nations upon the face of the 
, earth: obferving furthermore, that the belt way to 
fectire their felicity, was to perfevere in the J>aths 
by which it was obtained. 
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affembly, having firft contpktcd his oblations for 
himfelf and his people : they coniifted of twelve 
thoufand calves, and one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand lambs. This was the firft blood that was (pile 
in the temple, and the Hebrews, with their wives and 
children, feafted thereon. There was alfo celebrated Thcfcartof 
at the fame time, with great folcmnity, the feafl 0 £ tabcrn^lCk, 

tabernacles, which lafted fourteen days, at the king's 
expence. x 

After thefe folemnities were duly performed, and 
nothing omitted that related to the Divine worfhip, 
the people returned to their refpedtive habitations, 
warmly ackuowledgingthewifdom,care,andbounty 
of the king, and«adding their prayers to God for the 
continuance of hislife,and the profperity ofhisreijnni. 
They alfo joined in hymns andpfalmsof thangfgiv- 
ingto the fountain of all their merpes,and expreilcd, 
in every inftance, tokens of joy and gratitude. 

The ark being brought into, and depofitedin, the . 
temple, and the beauty and magnificence of that lKmssvm 
glorious ftrudture expofed to view, the congrega- 
tion difperfed. The king in a di'eam, was aflured 
thathis facrifices hadbeen accepted, and his prayers Aftirance 
heard by the Almighty ; that, he would preferve g*™^. 
the temple and make it the place of his abode ; tbatioinon.that 
is, fo long as he himfelf, his people and pofterity, j**£gZ 
fliould continue to walk before him in purenefs of 
heart, according to the example ofDatfd; hib father. 
Upon that condition he was promi fed to be advanced 
to the fummit of earthly glory, and that a printe 
fhould never be wanting of that line of the tribe of Thebieff- 
Tudah, to fway the fceptre of the throne of Ifrael. j" 5 . 50 ^ 
But that, on the contrary, if ever they fhould depart 
from the Divine ordinances, and fall into idolatary, 
they fhould be extirpated from the face of the earth, 
and Ifrael be no more a people ; but, after havirig 
fuftained all the ravages and calamaties of war at 
home, be turned into the wide world as vagabonds 
and exiles. He was further affured, that, in cafe of 
fuch apoftacy, the temple, lately ere&ed by the Di- 
vine permifhon, fhould be ranfacked by the hands 
of barbarians, and the city of Jerufalem itfelf laid in. 
aflies by an inveterate and inexorable enemy. Nay 
fuch fhould be the devaftation as to exite the won- onfes of 
der of mankind, that a people, fo lately the envy of ^obedi- 
nations, for their power, opulence, and renown, 
fhould fo fuddenly be reduced to the moft abjedt 
flate, by the very hand which had exalted them. 
Then fliould they too late, under the fharpeft flings 
of confeience, exclaim, Cc We have forfaken our 
" God, abondoned the laws and religion handed 
" downby our forefathers, and thus are we puniflied 
" for our fins and tranfgreffions." This was the pur- 
port of what was communicated to Solomon in the. 
vilion, as we have tranfmitted in the facred records. 1 

After finifhing the temple, as before obferved, in t KJngs ^v 
the courfe of feven years, the king laid the founda- Solomon* 
tion of his palace, in the perfecting of which he was ^ ™* 
thirteen years j for he was not fo zealous for the ac- law. 
complifhment of this lindertaking, as he had been> 
for that of the temple. The building of the temple, 
a work of vaft extent and importance, was greatly 
furthered by the Divine blefling and 'affiftance, or it 
could not have been completed in fo fliort a fpace of 
time. But the palace which was a building much 
inferior indignity to the templc,both on account that 
its materials had not been fo long beforehand pre- 
pared, and alfo as it was an habitation for kings only, 
and not for the One Supreme God, was longer in 
finishing. It was, however, a very magnificent liruc- 
tui\:, and did honour both to the prince and people. 
But to form an adequate idea, and gtatify the curio- 
iky of the reader, it will be neceflary to enter upon 

a defeription. • 

This palace was an extenfive and curious build- Deferr- 
ing^ fupported by many pillars, after the manner of jj^J* 
a common hall, for the purpofe of hearing caufes r .,iacc. 
and determining (bits. It was an hundred cubits 



o- 



long-fifty broad, and thirty high : nor could it belefs 
capacious to contain the vaft multitudes that throng- 
ed thither from all quarters to obtain juftice. It was 
fupported by fixteen fquare columns of cedar. Its 
roof was of the Corinthian order ; and it had folding 
doors curioufly wrought, and fo as to render it at 
once firm and ornamental. In this hall was another 



When the king had thus fpokenhe difmiffed the ][ edifice of thirty cubits fquare, railed upon -niafly 
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jiillnrs. In one of the apartments was a throne of 
ftate, whereon the king himfelf fat perfonally in 
judgement. Next to this was the queen's houfe, and 
other buildings adapted for the purpofeof retirement 
and recreation. Thefe were fitted up with cedar, 
and raifed upon ftones of ten cubits fquare, which 
Were partly plain, and partly overlaid with the moft 
precious marble, after the manner of magnificent 
palaces or temples . The rooms were hung with three 
depths of the riclieft hangings, and ornamented 
with images in fculpturr,reprefenting trees, plants, 
branches, and leaves, all fo curioufly wrought as to 
appear to the eye as if they were in motion. The re- 
mainder of the fpace, up to the ceiling, wasembel- 
jifhed with delicate party coloured figures, upon a 
ground of white. Befides thefe there was a great 
Variety of other chambers, long and fpacious galle- 
ries, fuperb rooms of ftate, and others for feafting 
and entertainment, adorned and furnifhed with fer- 
Vices of plate and maflygold* Indeed the variety 
and extent of the royal palace may be faid, to furpafs 
defcription, as they exceeded every thing of the 
kind in the known world, and exhibited a magnifi- 
cence almoft beyond conception. 

To complete the dignity of his charadler, Solomon 
created a large ivory throne, with curious carved and 
engraved work upon it, after the fafhion of a tribu- 



nal. There were fix fteps upon the afcent, and at 
each end of every ftep was the figure of a lion. There 
were alfo two lions more above ; that is, one on either 
hand of the feat of ftate. As the kingrefted on his 
throne, there were arms put forth in order to receive 
him ; and the figure of a bullock placed in a proper 
poftiire under him for hisfupport. The whole piece 
was covered with gold. 
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WhenSoiomon had completed thefe magnificent 
ftruclures in the courfe of twenty years, through the 
afliftance of Hiram, king of Tyre,whohad contribu- 
ted a greatdeal of gold, and more of filver, befides 
a vaft ftore of cedar arid cyprefs wood, he fent him 
annually, as an acknowledgement, great quantities 
of corn, wine, and oil, commodities of which, as an 
iflander, he flood much in need. He alfo offered him 
twenty cities in the land of Galilee, adjoining to his 
own country ; but Hiram, with a refpe&ful excufe, 
declined acceptance. From this refufal, that part of 
the country was called Chabalm, which in the Phoe- 
nician language, lignifies, If does notpleaje me. 

So ^reata veneration had Hiram for the fagacity 
of Solomon, that whenever any difficult cafe or my f- 

frnendship terious queftion was propounded to him, he applied 
between to ]j\ m f or a folution ; nor was that wife prince defi- 

Hsram and . . • , . . . 7 n * 

Solomon, cient m explaining the molt ambiguous matters, or 

Stdimcuit ' mtTlcatc problems. Menander, thehiftorian, who 

tranflated the Tyrian annals from the Phoenician in- 
pomcs. to t j le Greek language, makes mention of thefe two 
princes as follows : " On the demife of Abibalus, 
" Hiram, his fon, fucceeded him in the kingdom of 
<c Tyre. He lived three and fifty years, and reigned 
cc four and thirty . He raifed a bank in a large fpace 
" called the GreatField, and dedicated the golden 
" pillar in Jupiter's temple. He cut down abun- 
" dance of timber upon the Mount Libanus for the 
" roof of temples, and demolifhing ancient build- 
" ings, he eretted new ones to Hercules and Aftarte. 

He built a ftatue for Hercules in the month of 
cc Peritius. He made an expedition againft the 
<c Eyceansforncgleftof thepayment of tribute, and 
" having overcome them, returned home. In his 
<c reign there was one Abdemonus, a young man 
who undertook to give Solomon, the king of Je- 
rufalem, a folution of all myfterious queftions 
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tc that were put to him. 

t>ius alfo writes to this effect : 



<c Tyrian, but that other cafes were propounded by 
<c him to Solomon, who was to pay a great forfeit 
tc upon failure of explanation/' Thus far goes the 
teftimony of Dius, refpecting the intercourfe be- 
tween thofe princes. 

The fortifications of Jerufalem being deemed in- 

fufficient for the defence of that fpacious and opu- mSS?^i 
let city, Solomon applied himfelf to the erecting ofJ*n®£ 
fuch towers, and the completion of fuch repairs, a& faj^. 
he found requifite for the fecurity of the placed Hfe 
alfo rebuilt and fortified fe veral cities of cortfidefabte, 
.note, as Afor, Magedon, in Gazara, in the land of 
the Philiftines ; the Tatter of which king Pharoah had 
taken by afTault ; and having levelled and flain all 
the inhabitants, gave it as a prefent to his daughter 
upon her marriage with Solomon . This city the king I 
rebuilt, as it was naturally very ftrong, and equally 
ufeful to government in peace and in war. He alfo 
built not far diftant, Betachora and Baleth, befides 
other places for the purpofes of health and paftime, 
from the temperature of climate, delicacy of fruits, 
and conveniencies of air and water. When he had 
built this city, andencompafled it with ftrong walls, 
he called it Thadamora, which name it bears among sola 
the Syrians to this day. The Greeks call it Palmyra; 

If any fhould enquire wherefore all the kings of 
Egypt, from Minasas, the founder of Memphis,many 
years before our forefather Abraham, until the days 
of Solomon, being an interval of thirteen hundred 
years, fhould be called by the name of Pharoah, it is 
deemed expedient to give them this information : 
Pharoah, in the Egyptian language fignifies king, jf^"* 
I apprehend, that they went by other names from thekinp 
their childhood, but on coming to the exercife of the ^^Jy 
regal dignity, they exchanged the diftincStion of the WuiwL 
family into that which denoted their authority. Thus 
it was that the kings of Alexandria, who were called 
formerly by other names, when they afliimedthe 
reins of government, were all called by the name of 
Ptolemy, from the firft of their kings. Thus it is 
with the Roman emperors alfo, who upon their ele- 
vations to that dignity, are ftiled Casfars, in confe- 
quence of their auumption to the fovereign power. 
Perhaps this was the caufe that occafioned Herodo- 
tus, of Halicarnafius, in his account of the fucceffors 
of Minaeas, thefiril king of Memphis, to call them 
in general by the name of Pharoah, though they 
amounted in number to three hundred and thirty. 
When a woman fucceeded to the government fhe was 
called by her proper name Nicaulis, the appellation 
of Pharoah being peculiar to the other fex. Nor 
can I difcover from our ownhiftory, that after Pha- 
raoh, the father-in-law of Solomon, there was ever 
any other king called by that name. I am alfo well 
aflured, that this Nicaulis was the queen of Egypt 
and Ethiopia, that came afterwards to Solomon ; 
but of this more hereafter. I have rather dwelt 
upon thefe particulars to prove the agreement of 
our hiftory and that of the Egyptians. 

Inprocefs of time Solomon fubdued to himfelf the 
remnant of the Canaanites. betwixt Mount Libanus * 
and the city Amathe, who, for fome time, difputed 
their allegiance to the kings of Ifrael, till Solomon 
at laft made them tributaries, upon condition of SolojMfl - 
furnifhing him yearly withfuch a certain number of layum- 
flaves, as was agreed upon to be employed in tilling ^jgj 
the land, and other forts of fervility ; for none of <fcrtf* 
the Hebrews were fubjeft to fervile employments ; 
nor would it have been proper for conquerors to de- 
fcend to do the bufinefs of their captives. With re- 
fpedt to thelfraelites, their gennj&laymore towards 
arms and military exploits. Thelbanaanites, in the 
mean time, werekept to their labour ; and fixhun- 



dead, was fucceded by his fon Hiram, who raifed 
the eaft quarter of the city, enlarged the borders 
u and brought the temple of Jupiter, that before 
ftood apart, within its compafs, as well as enrich- 
" ed and. adorned it with moft valuable prefents. 
<c He ordered cedar wood to be cut down on Mount 



Abibalus, being ]| dred officers were appointed to fuperintend them in 



cc 



Libanus for the building of the temple*" He fur- 
ther writes," That Solomon, the king of Jerufalem, 
" fent problems and riddles to Hiram, upon the for- 
** feitUre of a confiderable fum if he failed to ex- 
iC pound them. That fuch problems and riddles 
11 were not only folved by means of Abdemonus, a 



their refpetftive employments. 

The king fitted out many fhips in Ezon-Geber, an ^ t 
Egyptian bay upon the Red Sea. It is now called fl C «of 
Bernico, not far from the city of Elan. This place 
formerly belonged to the Hebrews, and became ufe- 
ful for (hipping from the donations of Hiram, king 
of Tyre, who alfo fent him a number of fkilful na- 
vigators and expert pilots. Thefe ferved the king's 
officers for guides to the land ofOphir, which be- 
longs to India, where they went for four hundred 
talents of gold and brought them to the king. 

The fame of Solomon's wifdom having reached 



• 



t 



Book 



VIII 



ANTIQUITIES of thf. JEWS. 




113 



■ 

Cal ici in t he ears of Nicaulis, queen of Egyijt and Etliopia, 
rcr 'ST rC excited in thatprincefs, who polfeffed.a great fharc 
rteqneen D f underftanding, much defire to fee our celebrated 
^/S- monarch. She wifhed to be fatisfied by her own ex- 
ffep*y»* pcriei\ce, and not trnft to report alone, refpe&inghis 
& ttoSo " jnaonificence and wonderful qualifications. With 

this view (he fet forward towards Jerufalem with a 
train and equipage fuiced to her royal dignity, tak- 
ing with her a number of camels, laden with gold, a 
variety of richperfumes, and of preciousftones. The 
king, upon her arrival, received her with ail poffible 
honour, courtefy, and 1'efpeft, folved all the difficult 
queftions fhe propofed, infomuch that (he was ftruck 
with wonder at his various excellencies. She could 
not but admire the magnificence of his palace, the 
shew«an-difcipline and oeconomy of hishoufhold, and thepe- 
Shi* culiar grace and propriety with which he conduA- 
SfJotnani e d his affairs in general. But nothing gave her fo 
JSS! fi " much fatisfadtion as that mafterly fabric called the 

Grove of Lebanon, which difplayed fiich lingular 
beauties. She was like wife infinitely pleafed with 
the daily facrifices, and the application, care, and 
veneration with which the priefts and Levitcs per- 
formed thfeir parts in the worfhip. The whole flie 
beheld impreifed her mind fo fenfibly, that in the 
heighthof her amazement, flie addrefled the king 
in words to this effect : 



* c Great prince, report is fo doubtful and uncer- 
u tain, that, without an experimental and demon-* 
a ftrative confirmation of the truth of what we hear? 
u we are forced to fufpend our judgement, efpecially 
" when the fame of things relates either to extreme 
cc good or evil. But withrefpeft to your incompa- 

6t rable faculties; that is to the advantages of the It ornament to them, being men in the flower of their 



Arabia fent hinrfor prefents. Of this gold he cnufed f°j^fe'' 
to be caft two hundred targets, weighing each fix rich«. 
hundred fhekels of gold, and thefe were hung up in 
the .great hall of. the Grove of Lebanon. He alfo 
made cups of gold and. of precious ftones for the 
purpofeofentertainments,andhad themembelliflicd 
with exquifitc art, Indeed his utenfils in general 
were, made, of this rich metal. No money pafled in 
the carrying on of this traffic ; for the king had s m tS, 
many fhips in the feaof Tarfus which carried out all 
kinds of merchandize to thercmotcft parts ; fo that ^foreign 
his fubjeCts exchanged their commodities for gold, clinic *- 
filver, ivory, negroes, apes, &c. They finifhed their 
voyage ufhally in the courfe of three years. 

The fame of Solomon's wifdom, power and riches, 
having by this time extended to the remoteft parts, 
feveral of the raoft potent princeswere defirous of 
being witnefles of the fame, and embraced every op- 
portunity of teftifying their veneration for his cha- CcmA v 
rafter by their fubmimon and munificence. They dims P°- 
fent him gold and filver plate, purple robes, fpices 
andperfumes of all forts, horfes, chariots, and mules 
for burthen, fiich as they thought for ftrength and 
beauty woxild be mod acceptable to the king. In 
fliort, the richeft prefents were fent him from every 
quarter ; and it was the prevailing ambition of the 
princes of that time to behold the magnificence, and 
attend to the inftruction, of the renowned king of 
Ifrael: 

By the prefents laft-mentioncd, Solomon had an 
addition of four hundred chariots to what he had His addict 
before ; that is, henowhad althoufand chariots, and 2"* i r ^ len- 
twenty thpufand horfes, which, in beauty and fpeed, magViuf 
excelled all others. Their riders were alfo a further cencc - 
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u mind in a fuperlative degree of knowledge and 
iC underftanding, and the glory of your outward 
" ftate, the rnmdnr has been fo far from partial, 
u that it falls fhort even of common juftice. For 
" tho' report conveyed as much to your honour as 
u words could exprefs,! haVey et the happinefs at this 
<c prefent time to fee much more than I heard. BlefP- 
ed are the Ifraelites j blefTed are the friends and 
" people of Solomon, that ftand even before him and 
" hear his wifdom; and blefTed be God for his good- 
" nefstothis land and nation, in placing them under 
" the government of fo excellent aprince.." 
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Nor did this great prince fs teftify her admiration 
of the wifdomand magnificence of Solomon bywords 
alone as mere profefllons ; but, as a farther inftance 
of the high refpeft fhe entertained for the king, flie 
^Sy« prefentedhim with twenty talents of gold, together 
iv prefent-" with a great quantity of aromatic fj>ices, richper- 

e fumes, and precious ftones to a confidcrable value. 
They fpeak alfo of a root of balfom that file brought 
with her, which, according to tradition, was thefirft 
plant of the kind that ever came into our country, 
where it.hasbeen extenlively propagated ever fince. 

Solomon on his part was not Avantingin making a 
fuitable acknowledgment of the favours conferred 
upon him ; for he not only prefented the queen with 
whatever fhe afked, but added feveral articles which 
he thought attracted her fancy . After this reciprocal 
-JS" 0 mterc hange of prefents the queenof Egypt andEthi- 
icrcoan- opia returned, highly gratified, to her own country. 

About the fame time the king's fleet returned from 
chefl^t °phir (otherwife called the land of gold) bringing 
etums precious ftones and pine wood in abundance. The 
Sh w?na^ atter was made ufe of for pillars and fiipporters to 
iccaigow. the temple and palace, and partly for the conftru&ion 

of muficalinftruments,fuchaspfalteries, harps, and' 
cymbals, which the Levites ufe in their hymns dur- 
ing the courfe of divine worfhip. The wood that 
was brought upon this occafion, was larger and finer 
than any thathad ever been brought before. Let it 
not, therefore, be imagined, that this pine wood was 
like that which is fo named by the merchants in order 
to enhance its value in the efteemof the purchafer. 
It has fomewhat of the grain of the fig-tree, but is 
more white and gloffy. It is deemed proper to make 
this remark that the reader may form a juft cftimate 
of fo valuable a commodity. 

Solomon received by this fleet fix hundred and 
fixty-fix talents of gold, exclufive of the merchants 

adventure, and what the governors and princes of 
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age, completely difciplined, and elegantly arrayed 
with the advantage of an intermixture of golden 
threads with their locks, which irradiated by the 
fun, exhibited a moft fplendid view to the fpeitators. 
This was the guard whiclj, with th eir accoutrements, 
attended the king, mounted in his chariot, and 
cloathed in white on particular occafions, and efpeci- 
ally in his morning excurfions to a feat he had at 
Ethan, which, from its fituation, gardens, and foun- 
tains, became his favourite fp ot. 

The king's fagacity and providential care appear- ^Z^' 

edinthe minuteft iraftances. He did not negledl the nuance of 

fuperintendance of the high-ways that led to his pa- IcSmli-" 
lace at Jerufalem j but ordered them to be paved, as 
well for the eafe and convenience of paflengers, as 
the fupport of his own regal dignity. He alfo dif- 
pofed his chariots in regular order, fo that a certain 
number fliould be kept in a town upon free quarter, 
and thefe places werecalled his chariot towns. Silver £r fiivrHrt 
was as plentiful in Jerufalem in thefe days as ftones ; the day? of 
and cedars, which had never been feen in Judea be* 0 oraon# 
fore were now as common as fycamore trees.' He 
gave commiflion to his Egyptian merchants to pro- 
cure him a chariot, with a pair of horfes at 'the price 
of fixhundred filver drachmas each ; and thefe were 
fent to the kings of Syria and beyond Euphrates. 

But though Solomon was become the moft glorious x Kin<>sxi. 
of kings, the moft favoured of heaven, and exeeeded T 
in wifdom and riches, all hispredeceflbrs, arid indeed 
all monarchsupon the face of the earth, he did not 
perfeVere inthis happy ftate to thetime of his death. 
The. latter a£tions:of his life greatly fullied the glo- 
ries of the former. It is a melancholy truth, that he 
departed from the laws of Mbfes, and the religion 
of his forefathers ; and that, prompted by in ordinate 
defires, and not fatisfied with women of his own 
country, he cohabited promifcuoufly with thofe of 
various nations, fiich asSidonians, Tyrians, Ammo- 
nites, Idumaeans, &c. in violation of the law exprefs- 

ly forbidding any Hebrew intercourfe of that kind 
with Arrangers ; it being natural to conclude, that 
ftrange women would allure men to the worfhip of 
ftrange gods. This was the trlie caufe of the pre-soi^o,, 
caution affainft fiich marriages ; for the tranfgxef - from 

/» r & 1 -i rt_ t 1 1 V • his former 

lion of one law is but a ltep towards the breaking obcdcnc« 
of another ; and the taking of a prohibited wife " n l ^ 0 ^ 
would produce, of courfe, the embracing of a pro- ra aad. 
hibited religion. 

It fdon appeared that Solomon's inordinate defires 
were beyond* the controul of fobriety and rcafon. 
He had* no lefs than feven hundred wives, who were 
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Jhliicefles, and three hundred concubines ; and the 
pailion he had for the perfonal charms of fome, and 
the captivating demeanour of others, tranfported 
him into compliances with them in the impiety of 
their pra&ices and opinions, as the moft effectual 
proof he could give them of his affe&ion. As he 
grew more advancedin years, he experienced a de- 
cay both of his mental and corporeal powers ; arid as» 
lie became more renlifs in thfe esiercife of the trite 
worlhip, he was the more ealily prevailed on to join 
wiUi thefe Arrange women in a falfe dne (a) : though I] in 



mafter Adadezer, the king of Zobali, and a famous 
leader of a body of banditti, who pillaged up and 
down at pleaiure. Adad ftruck a league with 
this man, and, with his aiilfiancc, fubducd that 



part of Syria, where he was declared king, and * l,a <*»*& 
made fnch inroads upon the territories of So-S^ 
lomoil, as perplexed him greatly in the declining Soiomo a. 
part of his reign. ... 

But, befides thefe indignities from a ftranger and 
a fugitive, Solomon found a more dangerous enemy 
his owli nation. Tins was Jeroboam, the fon of confpirc, 



i.ipfsMntohe had been guilty of a flagrant tranfgreflirin of the 
idolatry. j aw k e f orej j n t jj e V ery figures of the bulls under his 

brazen fea, and in the lions afterwards, that were fet 
as a guard upon his throne, which were dire&Iy in 
breach of a pofitive commandment. He had, at the 
fame time, a moft glorious precedent in his pious 



Nebat; a man of a turbulent and ambitious fpirit, who S^ 5 * 
Jbad an expectation of riling from a prophecy that 
had been made to him long before. Jeroboam being 
left by his father, when very young, to the care of 
his mother, and Solomon obferving that, as he grew 
up, he became of a bold and cnterprizing difpolition, 



father, ivhofe fteps were recommended to his exam- j made him overfeer of his works, being at that time 
pie in a vilion front on high, upon pain of theDivirte j rebuilding the walls of Jerufalem. He executed that 
difpleafure, and the iniii&ion of the direft cala- j office with fuch care and attention, that Solomon 



lii i ties on himfelf and people. 



This fad apoftafcy highly offended the Almighty., 1 the tribe of Jofeph. 



gave him as a reward, the military command over 



tribes 



who was pleafed to fendaprophettohirri withamef- 
fage .tothis affedk : " That his wickednefs could not 
be hid from God's all-feeing eye, and that he fhould 
not long go unpuniftied." Withrefpe6t to the pro- 
mifc made to his father, the prophet told him his 
government fhouldnot be taken from him while he 
was living; but that, after his death, his fon fliould 
InhcfZ luflfer for the iniquities of his father ; not that there 
volt of ten fliould be an univerfal defe&ion, but that ten tribes 

only fliould revolt, and the other two continue in 
their allegiance to the fon of Solomon, for the fake 
of his grandfather David, and for the fake of the 
temple of Jerufalem, which God had chofen for his 
peculiar habitation on earth. 

This fevere chaftifement, which foretold the re- 
moval of Solomon from the fummit of human glory 
to the contrary extreme, wounded him to the very 
. foul ; and to add to its poignancy, he could not but 
acknowledge the juftice of the fentence. 

Soon after this prediiSHon by means of the pro- 
phet, God raifed up a bitter enemy againft him. His 
name was Adad, an Idumcean by birth, and of the 
blood royal. His animofity to Solomon arofe from 
the following circumftance. When the Hebrews 
over- ran the country of Idumaea,under the command 
of Joab, who at that time was David's general, this 
Joab, having fubdued the people, put to the fword 
all the males he could find in the province, that were 
able to bear arms ; and this maflacre continued for 
the fpacc of fix months. Adad, who was then in his 
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3oioftion 
deeply a£- 

thereby. 



Adad is 
inimical to 
Solomon. 

The cnufe 
of his in- 
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youthfu I Itate, happening to make his efcape, fled to 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who not only received him 
with great humanity, but generoufly gave him 
houfes, lands, and revenues for his fupport; nay, 
fuch was his affection for him, that, on his arriving 
to years of maturity, he gave him his own wife's 
lifter in marriage, who bore him a fon, that was 
trained up with the children of Pharoah. 

In procefs of time news was brought to Egypt of 
the death of David and Joab ; and Adad, upon thefe 
tidings, aflced permiffion of Pharoah to return to his 
own country . The king not being pleafed with this 
requefl, alked him what was the caufe of his fo ear- 



As Jeroboam was one day going out of Jerufalem, 
he was met on the way by the prophet Ahijah, who 
having faluted and taken him afidc, laid hold of his 
garment, that was new,andrentit into twelve pieces, 
bidding him take ten of them to himfelf, as it was 
the Divine pleafure.and will it fhould be fo. The pro- Thepro. 
phet added, that the government fhould be wrctted J a h "^ 
from Solomon : but that, for the fake of the Divine mifotct 
promife, the two contiguous tribes fliould be given j 10 
to his fon ; but the other ten to Jeroboam, as a pu- 
nifliment for giving himfelf up to ftraijge women, 
and through their influence to ftrange gods. He 
concluded withadmonifhing him to take warning 
from Solomon's tniferabie cafe, and obfervc the Recom. 
ftatues and commandments according to the exam- JJ^jj^ 
pie of pious king David, as the only fecurity of thetoGodi 
continuance of the Divine favour and protetfion. "cmT^ 

Jeroboam was much elated at the words of the 
prophet, and being naturally of an haughty and af- 
piring temper, whatever conduced to gratify his 
ambition, rendered him turbulent and reftlefs. The 
predi&ion of the prophet was ftrongly imprefTed on 
his mind ; and therefore the firft ftephe took, after ' 
he came to the army, was to tamper with the people 
he commanded, and inftil in their minds the fpirit 

of difaffe<ftion to their fovereign. 

The malicious defigns of Jeroboam were foon 
made known to Solgmon, who concerted a plan to 
fiirprize and difpatchhim ; but the plot being dif- . 
covered, he made his efcape, and fled to ShHhack, 
king of Egypt, and there refided till the death of 
Solomon furnifhed him with an opportunity of pr?- 
fecuting his intentions. 



CHAP. III. 



Becomes obnoxious to the people. 
Jeroboam, made king, introdtu 
proved by a prophet. . Jeroboam 
wicked and idolatrous. 



afcends the throne.* 
' Ten tribes, revolt ; and. 
es idolatry. He is re- 



QOLOMON, after a reign of eighty years over If- 



heftly defiring to leave the beft friend he had in the || ^ rael, departed this life in the ninety-fourth year 

of his age, and was interred with great funeral pomp 

at Jerufalem. He was fuperior to all his predeceflbrs 
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world ? Adad repeated his folicitations for fome 
time, but could not prevail. 

But when Solomon's affairs began to decline, on 
account of his fore-mentioned tranfgreflions, and 
to his the Divine indignation for the fame, Adad, with 
Pharoah's permiifion,returned to Idumaea, with a de- 
1 1 gn of ftirring up the people to a rebellion againft: 
Solomon. On his arrival at the place he found the 
garrifon fo ftrong and the country in fuch a pof- 
ture of defence, that nothing could be done effec- 
tually by furprize. He therefore adopted another 
plan, and went from thence into Syria, where he 
joined interefts with one Rezon, a fugitive from his 



in wifdom and opulence andmighthavebeendeem- 
cd foinhappinefs, had not an inordinate attachment 
to women, in the decline of life, precipitated him 
into a&ions that fiillied the glories he had acquired. 
But of thefe, with their confequent punifliments, 
we fliall treat in the fequel. j 
On the death of Solomon, the government of i R tfjj£ 
courfe devolved to his fon Rchoboam, who was born 
of an Ammonite, called Naama. He repaired ini-J*£ 
mediately to Shechem to declare his fucceflion, and throje<* 
obtain the fuffrages of the people. Jeroboam, who Iff 



(a) It is aftoiiifhmg that a perfon of Solomon's wifdom fliould have 
hecn perfinded by his wives to forfake a religion in which he had been 
Jb well inltru&ed, and which he was fo fully convinced to have been 
delivered to Mnfes hy that Omnipotent Being who had brought the Ifracl- 
ites from a land of bondage, placed him on the throna of David, and 



infpired him with that wifdom which rendered him famous throughout 
the earth. It affords, however, a linking letfon to all mankind to be- 
ware of the infatuation of vice, fince even Solomon was not fceurc from 
its dclufions/ and when once unhappily immerfed in it, feems never tt 
have difengaged himfelf from it. 
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was then in Egypt, being urged by fonie of the 
rulers, haftencd thither alfo on^he lame errand. 
On his arrival he applied, together with many of 
krl^iy the heads of the tribes to Rehoboam, and advifed 
l0 r ihinew fc m to adopt a mild form of government, (obferving 
m>™ d that, in fome inftances, his father was oppreffive ;) 
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2nd the ru- 



Rcboboam 
applies 10 

fdlors for 



him«:o aIlc j^ jnftead of rendering himfelf an object of terror 

to his fubjects, his fafety and happinefs required 
him to regulate his condudt in fuch a manner, as to 
obtain an acquiefcence with the meafureshe purfued 
from an affection to hisperfon, rather than a dread 

of his power. 

This they humbly recommended to his confidera- 
tion ; and Rehoboam defired them to return in three 
days, when he would give themananfvver. The de- 
Jay raifed fome jealoufy in the minds of the people 
as to the refult ; for they confidered that fo reafona- 
ble a requeft could not be denied, efpecially by a 
young prince, if difpofed to promote the intereft and 
happinefs of his fubjects. However, as fufpenfion 
by no means implied a denial, they waited the event 
with hopes of fuccefs. 

In confequence of this general application, Reho- 
l boam called together the friends and counfellors of 
,r his late father, and requefted of them their advice 
wTeoo- refpefting the anfwer he fhould give to their re- 
«afion. q U eft. Being well affedted to the public caufc, and 

acquainted with the difpofition of the people, they 
Thdrfa-c recommended to hini by all means to treat them 
&faintary with courtefy and condefceniion ; affuring him that 
waafci. j ie wou i c j gain much more upon them by a popular 

freedom, than by afluiningtheformalitiesofmajefty 
and ftate ; nothing being fo conducive to gain and 
• preferve the loyalty of a people, as the condefcen- 
iion and affability of their prince. 

More fage counfel could not have been given on a 
general or particular occafion : indeed it was pecu- 
liarly applicative to Rehoboam's prefent fituation, 
havinga kingdom in immediate view. But fo infa- 
tuated was this young prince with the thoughts of 
his elevation, that he not only reje <5ted it, but applied 
to perfons of his own age and difpofition, determined 
to abide by their opinion. They debated on the 
point, and through want of experience, and heat of 
paflion, advifed him to return the people an anfwer 
? r^u- to tlmeffed: : " That fince they complained of his 



jouiigmen 



ciniuf " P re deceflbr, t ^ le y fhould feel more weight from 
- 0Jn$l ° " his little finger than they had done from the loins 

u of his father : that if they thought themfelves op- 
tc prefled before, they muftcxped more oppreffion 

and that if his father had chaftifed them 



now 



determined 



with fcorpions. 
The weak king was highly pleafed with this per- 
tinacious reply, fuggefted by counfellors as weak as 
himfelf, thinking it confonant with his falfe ideas of 
majefty : fo that upon the third day, when the 
people aflembled in theutmoft anxiety of hope and 
fear, he appeared and delivered his anfwer to them 
precifely in the words which the young men had re- 
commended. It feems as if it had been fo ordered 
by Divine Providence, that the prophecy of Ahijah 
The people might be fulfilled j for thefe words, uttered with all 
Ihciraiif, the pomp of ftate, fo enraged the multitude, that 
stance, they exclaimed, as with one voice, " What have we 

" to do with the houfe of David ? Let him take to 
ic himfelf the temple that his father built." And 
this fecmcd to forebode a general revolt. 

When Rehoboam underftood this, he fent Ado- 
ram, one of his officers in the treafury, to pacify 
them, by laying the blame upon fome rafh and vehe- 
s ment young men : but the people, deaf to all his ex- 
ramt 0 Atl0 " culpatory arguments, inftantly ftoned him to death. 
fc*h. The king, thinking this violence pointed at himfelf 
xeheboam rather than his officer, thought it high time to con- 

fult his own fafety ; fo that he haftened to his chariot, 
andfled to Jerufalem. The tribes of Judah and Ben- 
otribes jam'm abided by him, and proclaimed him king ; but 
,tfe r ,° the reft of the Ifraelites made choice of Jeroboam, 

declaring they would never again acknowledge the 
foyereignty of a defcendant of David. Thus: was 
this great kingdom divided into two parts, and ever 
after went under different denominations, namely, 
the kingdom of Judah and the kingdom of Ifrael ; 
though the latter included the whole before. 

Rehoboam, fired with indignation at this revolt, 
No. n. 
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light. 



'en tribes 
ivolt. 



3 



— — - — — — — — — w — — — - ^ - - v *i m w «— — twv 

ftood firm to their allegiance, and drew out 180,060 t*}lr^? 
foldi 



Jeroboam 
fc 



propofing to himfelf, with this body of grfnftthe 
men, to march againft the other ten tribes, and by rc?oltCr,JL 
force, reduce them to obedience. 

While he was preparing for this enterprize, he re- Rehoboam 
ceived a vifit from a prophet, who by the Divine di- jf4 d ^" vl 
redion, advifed him to defift from profecuting a pio P het? * 
civil war ; becaufe it was the will of God that the v 
divifion of the kingdom fhould come to pafis, that 
the prediction of Ahijah might be fulfilled. 

We fliall now advert to fome of the actions of 
Jeroboam, king of the Ifraelites ; and thence pro- 
ceed to the hiftory of Rehoboam, and the two tribes, 
in due order. 

Jeroboam enlarged and beautified Schechem,built 
him a palace, and made it a royal city. He like- Aasof je- 

wife- repaired Panuel, a fortified place on the other tQbo * m ' 
fide the river Jordan, where he likewife built a pa- 
lace, to which he frequently reforted, in hopes of 
gaining over the affections of the two tribes that 
were attached to Rehoboam. 

The time was no wnear for celebrating the feaft of 
tabernacles ; upon which Jeroboam reflected, that if 
his people fhould repair to Jerufalem to celebrate that 
fcftival, the ceremonies of religion might fo far ope- 
rate on their minds, as to induce them to acknow- 
ledge allegiance to his antagonift, whereby both his 
life and government would be in imminent danger. 
For prevention, he bethought himfelf of this expe- 
dient. He caufed two golden calves and two temples 
to be formed : the one at Bethel, and the other at 

ictsupitlols 

Leffer Jordan. Thefe images were confecrated in « 
both places ; after which he fummoned the ten tribes 211 
under his command, and thusaddrefTed them : 

" It is unneceflary my friends and countrymen, Hl$adarer * 
" to mention the omniprefence of the Deity: in 
cc whatever place we are, he hears and accepts the 
" prayers we offer him. I therefore conceive, that, 
" for the exercife of your religion, it will be totally 
<c needlefs to undertake a tedious journey to Jeru- 
u falem. You will be at no lofs for the want of 
cc priefts or Levites. The builder of the temple was 

but a mortal like ourfelves. The golden calves, 

*" which are placed in the temples at Bethel and Dan, 
cC have been confecrated as well as the temple at Je- 
iC rufalem. Therefore, let fuch as are inclined to ex- 
" ecute the facerdotal function, qualify themfelves 
" by facrificing a calf and a ram; by which cere- 
cc mony alone, Aaron, the firft of that order, was 
" initiated into the pricfthood." 

By thefe plaufible means the people were feduced Themuiri- 
into apoftacy from the true worfhip of their God, tudearefe- 
andthe eftabliflied laws of their country ; and Jero- fdoTaly^ 
boam was of courfe the author of all the calamities 
that afterwards befel them, as we fliall fhew in due 
time and order. 

The feftival of the feventh month, or the feaft of 
tabernacles, was now approaching ; and Jeroboam 
formed a refolution of worfhippingthefame way at 
Bethel, that the two tribes did at Jerufalem. To 
give countenance to this innovation in religion, he 
ere&ed an altar before the golden calf, aflumed to 
himfelf the character and office of high-prieft,* and, 
having gone through the different ceremonies, ac- 
cording to the form of the temple worfhip, pro- 
ceeded at length to that of the Sacrifices. But as he. 
was preparing to put fire to the vi<ftim, in the fight 
of all the people, there came a prophet from Jerufa- 
lem,named Jadon, at that very crifis, and interrupted 
him. Having made his way through the multitude, 
he advanced to the altar, and thus exclaimed, " O 
" altar ! altar ! there lhall raife one out of the houfe 
" of Judah, Jofiah by name, who upon thee fliall Prediaion 
" deftroy the falfe prophets, feduccrs and importors of J ud £*- 
" of thefe times, and upon thee fliall burn their pSftido- 
CQ bones. That there may be no doubt of this pre- r ^"* c f * lf * 

" diftion being fulfilled, its authority fliall now be §c r r cts - 

" confirmed by a fign. Behold the altar fhall be lKin S 8Xld 
cc rent and the fat of the facrifices that are upon it 
c < fhall be poured forth upon the ground." 

The king was fo incenfed at this fpeech from the 
prophet, that, ftrctching out his hand, he com- 
manded the people who ftood by to feize him : but 
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jcrobo- Jeroboam, having: received theufeof his limb* gratc- 

'5 with- «i J , . o ., ' °, 



Confiryw-^ the very inftarit, his hand became, fo benumbed, 

that he could not draw it back again - At the lame 
vmeaucho- t j me the altar fell to pieces, as wasprefaged ; and the 

fat of the facrifices was fpilt upon the ground . Jero- 
boam., convinced, at lengthy that the prophet was 
veiled with a Divine commiflion, perceived his own 
impiety,andearheftlyrequefted him to fupplicate the 
Almighty for the reftoration of his withered hand, 
ReftomionThe prophet readily complied with his rcquelt ; and 

of - - - 

clcdhanT fully acknowledged thebeiiefit bf the cure, andear- 

ncttly prelfedhis benefactor to ftay and take fomere- 
frefliment with him.' But the prophet declined the 
invitation, in confequence of a Divine injun&ion,not 
to tafte bread or wine in that city, nor. to return the 
fame way he came; His abftinance and referve indu- 
ced the king to be more attentive.to whathepredict- 
ed,thanheotherwife wouldhavebeen ; andhis anxie- 
ty increafed as he continued to reflect upon the event. 

There was at this time, in Bethel, a certain falfe 
prophet j who by the flattering events which he pre- 
tended would come topafs, had highly ingratiated 
himfelf with Jeroboam.' . He was far advanced in 
vears; and being informed, by hisfons, of thefamotfs 
prophet who was come from Jerufalem, and the mi- 
racles he had wrought in the fight of the people, 
notwithftanding he was opprelfed with many and 
great infirmities, he arofefrom his bed, and being 
mounted on his afs, went immediately in queft of the 
. firanger. This rapid motion was the refult of the 
falfe prophet's apprehenfion of being fupplanted in 
the king's favour. He came up with Jadon as he was 
refting himfelf under the (hade of a ipreading oak. 
The formality of falutation having palled between 
them;the falfe prophet complained of the unkindnefs 
of theflranger, in not having called at his habita- 



Thettlfe 
prophet 
p^rfuailes 
Jadon to 
return to 
Bethel 



tion, and partaking of the fare which it afforded, 
contralto ftrongly urging him at the fame time, to return and 
command ta ^ c f° me refrefliment. The ftrano-er refufed his 

* requelfc, afligning the fame reafon for it as he had 
done to the king. The old man replied, that the 
prohibition did not extend to him, for that he him- 
felf was a prophet, and fent exprefsly by the Divine 
command to eat with him. Jadon was at length 
prevailed on by the falfe prophet to return } and 
while they were featcd at table, and engaged in 
familiar converfe, a vilion fuddenly appeared, and 
not only gave him to underftand that he (hould be 
puniihed for his difobedience, but informed him in 
what manner the punifhment (hould be inflicted, 
which was, that he Ihould be torn in pieces upon the 
way by a lion, and that his body fliould not be laid 
in the tomb of his anceftors. 

Nor was it long before this awful fentence was put 



Jadon is 
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Macnifi- 111 cxecut1011 5 f° r as Jadon was on his return to Je- 
cenliy in- ru fa le in, he was fuddenly attacked by a lion, and 

tT=?nftance" lnftantl y difpatched. But the beaft neither tore his 
of thcfaife body, nor did the leaft injury to theals on which he 
prophet. ro j e> ^ n account of this difafter being brought to 

jeroboam tlie falfe prophet by fome travellers who pafled that 
» ^tuijy way, he appointed his fons to fetch the body into 
fodlsbel the city, which being done, he caufed it to be mag- 

don^frc n ifi Ccilt ly interred in his own fepulchre, ftri&ly 
lactions.* charging hisfons, whenever he died, to lay his body 

as near that of this prophet as poflible. He declared 
at the fame time, that he was confident that what 
he had foretold concerning the altar of Bethel, the 
priefts, and the falfe prophets, would moft certain- 
ly come to pafs. 

The funeral obfequies were no fooner performed, 
. and this charge given to his fons, than the falfe pro- 
pjiet, with his ufual impiety and perfidy, went to 
Jeroboam, and, finding him much agitated in his 
mind, alked him why he Ihould be thus affedtedby 
the words of a frantic madman r The king then ad- 
verted to the miraculous ligns of the altar, and the 
withering and reftoration of his own hand, as the 
awful caufe of his perturbation ; adding, that had 
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he not been a prophet from on high, he could not 
have given fuch proofs of a Divine commiflion. 

The falfe prophet ufed every effort to invalidate 
that conviction by which the king was fo apparently 
imprelled, and attempted to pcrluade him that his 
hand was enfeebled by the labour it had undergone 
in fupporung the victims, and that upon its refting 

u fhort time, it returned to its former ftate : That 



the altar was newly erected, and erufhed bv the 
weight of the facrifiees laid upon it. He then art- 
fully introduced the manner in which the prophet, 
who had foretold the things that fo much alarmed 
him, was take?* olf, and had recourfe to every means 
[ of working the king into a dilbclief bf the predic- 
tions. 

Nor were his efforts in vain ; for Jeroboam, blind- 
ed by his arts, and feduced by his infinuations, be- 
came totally alienated from God andhis true wor- 
fhip, and abandoned to impiety and profligacy in the 
higheft degree. He feemedto have bidden defiance 
to every thing facred either in heaven or earth, and 
to have added prefumption to idolatry.* But we pafs 
on from the acts of Jeroboam to thofe of Rehoboam. 

Theking,whowasofthetwotribes\vhich maintain- Aajoffc 
ed their allegiance to him, as the fon and fuccelfor of ?k^^ 
David, was as little deferving of his ftation as his ' 
rival. He built and fortified fcveral confidcrahle 
cities, as Bethlehem, Etan, Tekoa, Bethzar, Shoco, 
Aduliani, Ipa, Mareflia, Ziph, Adoraim, Lachifh, 
Afckah, Zorah, Ajalen, and Hebron, all in the tribe 
of Judah, befides feveral places no lefs confiderable 
in that of Benjamin. Thefe he provided with garri- 
fons, governors, corri, wine and oil, with all necef- 
faries in abuffdaiice, for their maintenance and de- 
fence. During his refidence at Jerufalem, the priefts Mai tftf 
and Levites that were in all Ifracl, and fuch of the unt^i 
people in general as were attached to the true reli- 
gion, left their refpeftive places of abode, that they ftcSt 
might enjoy the privilege of worfliipping God in the J^ 0 * 
manner of their forefathers. They were difgufted a ' 
with the tyranical and idolatrous practices of Jero- 
boam, in forcing them to the adoration of images, to 
the difhonour of the one only and true-God, and in 
violation of his pofiti ve command . So general indeed, 
was the revolt, that, in the conrfe of three years, the 
power and intcreft of Rehoboam were greatly aug- Thewira 
mented. The firft wife this prince efpoufed was his 
kinfwoman, by whonlhe had three children. He af- jffi* 
terwards married Maacah the daughter of Tharaar, 
who was the daughter of Abfalom, by whom he had 
Abijah. He had many other children by other wives, 
but he loved Maacah above them all. He had, 
in the whole, eighteen wives and thirty concu- 
bines, by whom he had twenty-eight fons and fixty 
daughters i but he appointed Abijah his fucccfFor in 
the kingdom, and entrufted him with his treafures, 
and the command of his fortified cities. 

It appeared in the inftance of Rehoboam, as in 
many others, that grandeur and profperity has led J*?*** 
men into impiety and irreligion. For, elated with enccofa. 
his pre-eminence, his fon threw off the made, and j^J" 
difcovered his inclination towards idolatry ; and, as and* 
his example was followed by his fubjecfts, they foon IutCF ' BCt 
forfook the worfhip of the time God,and carried their 
idolatrous practices to a moft extravagant height. 
Indeedit is evident, from obfervation, that the lower 
clafs of mankind become depraved through the per- 
nicious example of their fuperiors ; for the immo- 
rality of a prince has a baneful influence on the con- 
duct of the fubjects : nay, fome falfely imagine it 
laudable to imitate even the vices of thofe who are 
called the great. Thus it was at this time, when the 
people became idolatrous in their worfhip, and im- 
moral in their practice, in conformity with the plea- 
fure and example of their king. 



CHAP. IV. 



S/iiJJjak beficges Jerufalem, and plunders the temple. 
Death of Rehoboam. He is fucceeded by his fon Abijah. 
Prediction of a prophet to Jeroboam of the deflruftionof 
himfelf and fa m ily . 
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S apunifhment for this defection, the Almighty 
was pleafed in thd fifth year of Rehoboam's 
reign, to avenge himfelf on hipi and his people, by 
the means of Shifhak, king of Egypt ; not Sefoftris, 
as related, through error, by Herodotus. This prince 
invaded his dominions with a moll formidable force, 
amounting to onethoufand two hundred chariots, j?a. 
fixty thoufand horfe, and four hundred thoulluid 
foot ; the army being chiefly compofed of Africans 

and Ethiopians. With this powerful armament he fell 
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upon the Hebrews, made himfelf matter of their 
-ftrongeft cities without oppofition, and having left 
gar ri fon sin them,proceeded toJerufalem,wbereRe- 
hoboam and his people were blocked up in the town. 

In this dilemma the Hebrews befought the Al- 
mighty, by prayer and fupplication,forvhftory over, 
pwincaid, anc j deliverance from, their enemies : but fo flagrant 

had been their impiety, that they could not obtain 
the intcrpolition of Divine Providence. When Sa- 
meas, the prophet, told them, that God would for- 
fake them as they had forfaken his worfliip, they 
were in great contternation ; and feeing no profpedt 
ofdcliverance,theymoflhumblyacknowledged their 
apoftacy from his laws, and the juft judgment which 
hadenfued. 
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Being thus difpofed to confefs their 
and implore the Divine forgivenefs, when 
brought to the very brink of defpair, the prophet 
told the king, that the Almighty wasplcafed fofar 
poitsthc^ to accept of their humiliation and repentance, that 
SaehcK /they fliould not be utterly cut off; butthat,however 
boam. t j ie y fliould become fubjedt to the Egyptians, that 

they might learn, by experience, their duty to God, 
in preference to all human authority. 
Shishakbe- • Alarmed at this report of the prophet, Rehoboam 
wm f rSuT delivered up Jerufalem to Shifhak,upon certain con- 
fifrm, *ni ditions : but the Egyptians, without regard to faith 
temple* or l 10ROur > violated the treaty, pillaged the temple, 

and carried away plate and treafure belonging to the 
temple, as well as the king, to an immenfe value. 
He took with him Solomon's golden fliields and 
bucklers, together with the golden quivers that ■ 
vid had taken from the king of Sophena, and dedi- 
cated to the purpofe of adorning the temple. When 
he had thus done, he returned to his own country. 

Herodotus,of Halicarnaflus,makes mention of this 
expedition, miftaking only the king's name, where 
he fpeaksof his march through fcveral other coun- 
tries, and of his reducing Syria of Paleftine without 
oppofition. Now it is manifeft that the hiftorian 
intended to record the fubjeftion of our nation by the 
Egyptians; for he mentions, Cft That he left behind 
" him pillars in the land of thofe who fubmitted to 
cc him without oppofition, and engraved upon them 
images, emblamatical of the pufillanimity of the 
" men, in giving up the country without one effort 
" to defend it." It is evident that Rehoboam, 
our king, furrendercd without oppofition. Helike- 
wife fays, " That the Ethiopians took the cuftom 
u of circumcifing from the Egyptians." It is alfo 
univerfally agreed that thePhiliftines,and the people 
of Syria of Paleftine, had it from thence ; nor are 
there any otherpeople of that country circumciled 
but the Hebrews. 

Upon the return of Shifbak to his own country, 
after thisdeprcdation, Rehoboam wasreduced folow 
as to be under tbeneceflity of repairing the lofs of 
the golden fliields and bucklers with the fame num- 
ber of brazen ones, for theufe and ornament of his 
guards. 
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After this tranfa&ion there is nothing of 
importance to be related concerningRehoboam ; his 
fear being a conftant check upon him, with refpedt 
to the animofity thatfubfifted between him and his 
~ , m . formidable rival, Teroboam. He lived fifty-feven 
charadci years, and died m the eighteenth year or Ins reign. 
bo^°' He was a prince weak and arrogant, andfacrificed 

himfelfjhis government, and expe&ation, tohisva- 
nity and obftinancy, in refufing the wife counfelof 
fage and upright men. He was buried in the city of 
David at Jerufalem, amongft the kings of Ifrael. 
m He wasfucceededbyhisfonAbijah,intheeighteenth 
year of Jeroboam's reign over the ten tribes. 

Having brought the reign of Rehoboam to acon- 
Theproffi. clufion, we (hall revert to the hiftory of Jeroboam. 
wSnm! e " This prince perfifted in his idolatry and immorality. 

He daily multiplied altars in the high places, and 
appointed priefts to officiate unworthy of the facred 
funftions. The Almighty, in righteousjudgment, 
foon avenged theindignationoffered hisfacred name, 

upon himfelf and his family. It foon happened that 
iefcnd, Obimes, his fon, fell lick ; upon which he ordered his 
hepro!! to wife to drefs herfelf as a private perfon, and go to 
^ r c n c .con- the prophet Ahijah, at Shiloh, 

*£wy W predicted that he himfelf fliould obtain the; royal dig- 

•hohli"* nit y) *> anc * enquireof him the fate of the child. The 
iiieafick. prophet wasnow dim-fighted with age; therefore Je- 
roboam thought it might be eafy to impofe upon him 



(who had formerly 



e- 



and that he would imagine the queen to be no more 
than a common perfon, In conformity to the order 
of her royal hulband, his wife,havingdifguifcd her- 
felf, fet out on her journey to Shiloh, to make en7 
quiry of the prophet concerning the life of their dar- 
ling fon* Before fhe arrived at the place, Ahijah was 
addrefled by a voice from heaven, informing him 
that the woman was coming to 'apply to him, and 
upon what occafion, together with the anfwer he 
fliould returfi to the quefttons Hie fliould propofe. 
Upon her approaching his habitation he thus ad- 
drefled her. tc Comein,andprctendnottodifguife 
" yourfelf ; for I have derived information of your 
<c chara&erandbufinefs, together with the fpeech I 
u ani to deliver to you,'f rom one who is not to be de- 
" ceived. Return, therefore, to your huflbaiidyand 
" deliver him this meflage, with which I am charged 
" from on high. As I deprived the houfe of David 
u of the regal authority, (faith the Lord) , and,frQm ph« 
c< a mean ftation in life, exalted thee to the dignity ^ 8 m \^ 
" of a throne, and as thou haft, with the greatcft in- thawhoSd 
" gratitude j deferted my worfliip, and impioufly fet Jjj£JJ J 1 
"up gods of thine own invention, made by the and his 
" hands of men, and preferred them to the Creator fattai 7< 
" of the univerfe, I will therefore extirpate thee and 
<c thy houfe from the earth, and give the carcafes of 
cc thy people to be con fumed by dogs and the birds 
cc of the air. Another king fliall be in thy ftead, who 
u fliall not fliffer one man of his family to remain 
u alive. Nor fliall the people themfelves avoid pu- 
cc nifhment ; for they fliall be driven out of the land 
" they inhabit, and be fcattercd beyond the Eu- 
cc phrates,forimitating thy wickednefs,andworfhip- 
" P^g^y g°ds, * n contempt of me and my com- 
" mandments." 

The prophet, having given the queen thismeflage, 
bid her halten home, and inform her hufliand of it 
as foon as poffible ; but not till he had aflured her 
that the child fliould expire the very inftantftie en- 
tered the city. 

With this doleful meflage, and thefe melancholy 
tidings, the queen left Ahijah ; andnofooner didflie 
arrive home than fhe found his predi&ion verified ; 
for the child, a very fhort time before, had given up 
the ghoft. After her firft grief had a little fubfided, 
flie delivered the meflage to the king as flie received 
it from the prophet, and related every particular 
that had palled between them . 

C H A P. V. 



Jeroboam is vanquijhed by Abijah^ fpn and fuccejfor to 
Rehoboam on the throne of Judah. Death of Abijah. 

a pious and virtuous prince,. 

his whole 



He is fucceeded by Afa^ 



Jeroboam 



race. 



NOTWITHSTANDING the late awful and in- Jeroboams 
timidating event, Jeroboam did not appear dif- "ainft IOn 
mayed, but levied a formidable army, and under- Abijah. 
took an expedition againft Abij ah , fon of Rehoboam , 
who now fucceeded to the throne of Judah. Abi- 
jah, though young, was a prince of a martial fpirit, 
andfo far from being alarmed at this preparation, 
that, determined to put an end to the difpute which .,>.. 
had fo long fubfifted between the kingdoms of Judah JJ**Sf^* 
and Ifrael, he immediately raifed an army out of the meet him. 
two tribes, and marched againft Jeroboam, whofe 
forces were double the number of thofe of the king 
of Judah, though they amounted to four hundred 
thoufand men. 

When the two armies were drawn up in order of 

battle, Abijah advanced to an eminence, and hold- 
ing up his hand to belpeak filence, fpoke to this ef- 
fect in the hearing of them all. 



u You cannot have forgotten that God has pro- 
c< mifed that David and his poflerity fliall rule this 
t€ kingdom. I am therefore furprifed to find my 
<c father forfaken, and his fubjeA, Jeroboam, putin 
u his ftead ; as well as to fee that you have taken up 
tc arms againft a government which God has efta- 



" bliflied, and that you cannot be fatisfied without 



" driving the legal pofleflbr from what fmall por- ^^^r 
iC tion is Hill remaining under his jurifcliAion : for judah an* 
u Jeroboam.has already ufurped authority over the IfratU 
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greatcft part of the kingdom. The Almighty, 
however, will not fufferhim long topoflefs what 
he has fo iniquitoufly obtained, but will fevcrely 
punifhhimfor his crimes, and caufc thofe rapa- 
cious and opprcflive meafures to ceafe, which, 
u infteadof endeavouring to terminate, he employs 
" his conftant attention to aggravate. What caufe 
" can be afligned for this falling oif? You never re- 
" ceived any injurious treatment from my father. 
Once, indeed, incited by evil counfel, (of which 
Jeroboam 
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pily made ufe of an improper expreflion, upon 
u which every One of you departed in a rage, not 
" only relinquifliing allegiance to your fovereign, 
biit your duty to your God* . You ought to have 
proceeded with deliberation, and have judged 
more favourably of that weaknefs which is inci- 
" dental to all mankind. You fliould alfo have re- 
fleifted on my father's yduth^ and that hk did not 
affetft to be endowed with the powers of oratory. 
iQ You fliould alfo have confidered hini as the Ion of 
u Solomon, froni whom you had received fuch iig- 
" nal obligations.'. 1 fhould have fuppbfed that all 
a thefe confiderations might have induced you to 
" excufe an hafty expreffion ; and oh the father's 
account, it would have been no more than an act 
of juflice to have made fome fmall allowance for 
the fon. But it is evident you never confidered 
thefe things, nor is it probable, if I may form my 
judgement from the forces now before ns. In 
" what is your ultimate refource fixed ? It cannot 
" furely be in your golden figures of calves, your 
cc altars and high places. You confide in your evil 
u deeds, and not in your religious practices. You 
" ad: in oppofition to every law, Divine and hu- 
44 man ; againft both you militate in takingup arms 
" againft us, who have always worftiipped the true 
4€ God ; not an idol carved from ftone or wood, and 
u impofed upon a weak arid credulous multitude, 
4C by the impiety of their prince ; but God, the 
cc Creator of heaven and earth, who is the primary 
" and ultimate caufe of all things. Repent, there- 
44 fore, of the wickednefs you have committed, and 
4C follow better coiirfes hereafter ; or, if you are 
" determined to contend, let it be for the protection 
< c of thofe laws from which you derive your pre- 
IC fent greatnefs and felicity." 

This expoftulation from the mouth of Abijah, 
had not the leaft effetSt upon the mind of J 
who, during the time he was fpeaking, ordered a 
detachment to march round, and intercept his re- 
treat. The troops of Abijah were greatly alarmed 
at this unexpected manoevre ; but their leader en- 
couraged them to preferve their fortitude, exhort- 
ing them to depend upon the protection of the Al- 
mighty, who would render abortive the moft con- 
fummate treachery levelled againft the righteous 
caufe they were engaged to fupport. Thefe 
words from the king revived the courage of his 

Obtain a ^ roo P s > an< ^ they addreffed themfelves in humble 
compicat fupplication to the Almighty for fuccefs ; till at 

victory o- ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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length the charge being founded by the prieft, they 
fell on with a mighty clamour, attacked the enemy 
with fuch vigour, that they were foon defeated, 
with a daughter, that is not parallelled in the hif- 
tory of any war either of the Greeks or barbarians. 
Five hundred thpufand men fell upon the fpot, and 
their ftrongeft places were taken and rifled. After 
this defeat Jeroboam was never able to make head 
againft his adverfary. Abijah, however, did not 
long furvive this memorable event, but, after a 
fhort reign of hardly three years, paid the debt of 
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of his anceftors. He left behind him tv/enty-twofons 
aiid fixteen- daughters, which he had by fourteen 
women. Afa, his fon, whofe mother's name was 
Maach, fucceeded him on the throne; and, under 
his government, the Ifraelites enjoyed the bieflings 
of peace for a term of ten years. 

In the fecond year of Afa's reign, and the twenty- 
fecond of his own, -died Jeroboam, the king of the 
ten tribes. His reign was famous (or* rather infa- 
mous) for the revolt of thofe ten tribes, the public 
inftitutionof idolatry, and the victory obtained over 
him by Abijah, king of the two tribes of Judah. 

Jeroboam was fucceeded by his fon Nadab, who 



followed the impious example of his father. His 



reign was but fhort ; for, at the clofc of about two 
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by aflault, he was cut oft* by the treachery of a pro- 
feflcd friend, called Baalha, who feized upon the 
government, and deftroy ed the whole houfe of Jero- 
boam, according to the prophecy denounced by 
Ahijah, u That the dogs fliould eat of Jeroboam's 
44 ftock that died in the city, and that the fowls of 
44 the air fliould eat him that died in the fields," 
This was the refult of their impious apoftacy, and 
moft flagicious conduct. 

chap, vi: 

9 

jffa a virtuous and upright prince. Defeats Zaraeus, king 
of Ethiopia. Invites the king of Damafats to afjijb 
him again/I Baafba, who is taken off by death, as 
was his fon and fucceffor^ Zimri* 

SA, king of Jerufalem, was a prince of a moft l ™npn, 
excellent difpofition, and laudably employed the 
interval of peace, for the flrft ten years of his reign, tio »ofreB. 
in removing the abominable vices which had been Shf 
introduced amongthepeoplc. He was, in fad:, aman 
of pure religion and morals, and lived in ftridl con- 
formity to* the laws of God, as handed down by his 
forefathers.^ He rectified the errors of government, 
and purged his dominions from the abominations of 
idolatry j and the corruption of diflblute manners. 

During this interval of peace, lie alfo fortified w. 
veral places on the frontiers of his kingdom. He pS£* 
like wife trained up the greater part of his fubjects to 
the art of war; infomuch that,' in a fliort time, he 
had an army of three hundred thoufand men of the 
tribe of Judah, armed with fliieldsand fpikes ; and 
two. hundred and fifty thoufand of the tribe of 
Benjamin, with fliields and arrows. 

Towards the latter end. of the tenth yeajfof his 
reign, Zarasus, king of Ethiopia, invaded Judea «pcdi^s 
with an army of nine hundred thoufand foot, one j*^' 
hundred thoufand horfe, and three hundred cha- 
riots. When he was advanced as far as Marefa, a 
city in the dependency of Judah, Afa marched witli 
his army againft him, and encamped in a certain val- 
ley called Saphatha, at a fmall diftance from the 
enemy. When he faw their very formidable power, 
he invoked the Divine aid, declaring that he had 
taken up arms only through the confidence he repof- 
ed in the prote&ion of the Almighty, and that his 
affiftance would more than compenfate for the infe- 
riority of numbers, and every other apparent difad- 
vantage. Upon this humble application, he was 
encouraged with tokens and afliirances of victory. 
Nor was it long before they were made good ; for, 



elated thereby, Afa charged the enemy with fuch p^wuc 
invincible fortitude, that they immediately gave.^^ 
way, and a total rout enfued, attended withprodi- 
gious {laughter. Hepurfued them to the plain of 
Gerar, and there quitting the purfuit, took and 
rifled the city itfelfy and likewifc the camp of the 
enemy, carrying. off with him an immenfe booty in 
g*old and cattle. 

Having, through the interpofition of Divine Pro- 
vidence, gained this fignal victory, the king return- 
ed in triumph with his army to Jerufalem. When 
they had got within a fmall diftance of the city, he 
was met by Azariah, the prophet, who having 
commanded him to halt, addrefled him in words to 
this effect : . 

44 It hath pleafed the Almighty, on account of ^fim« 
your piety and virtue, to give you this fignal vie- Afainbu 
tory ; and if you proceed in the like difcharge of ld,8C0> * 
your duty in future, you may be aflured that fuc- 
44 cefs will attend all your undertakings. But if 
:c ever you deviate from the religion and laws of 
your forefathers, you will fuffer the moft dread- 
ful calamities; and the time will come in which' 
there fliall not be a true prophet among ye, nor a 
" prieft JEVthy t ^ ,e dignity of his functions. Your 
u cities f^^i be razed, and your people difperfed 
like v&grants throughout the earth. Exercife, 
" ther<fdre, yourfelves in alts of piety and virtue, 
" and ^an'animoufly offer your acknowledgment and ^JJJsi 
44 thankfgiving to God for the blcllings you at pre- genial. 
" fent enjoy. 
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The words of the prophet were extremely grateful 
to the king in particular, and the people in general ; 
P oplc «; and it became their ftudy and practice, both in pub- 
oajand \\ c and private life, to maintain inviolate the reh- 
SSttSon. gion and laws of their country ; to promote which 

laudable purpofe, the king appointed commiffioners 
throughout his dominions, to fuperintendboth civil 
and eccleliaftical concerns. Such was the prefent 
fituationof Afa, king of the two tribes. We now 
return to Baafha, king of the lfraelites, who, having 
taken off Nadab, the fon of Jeroboam, ufurped the 
government of the ten tribes. 

This ufurpcr reigned four years, during which he 
Aftsand refidcd at his palace in Tarfliifli. He exceeded Je- 
^ BwSa. roboam and his Ton in impiety and immorality, was 

oppreflive to his people, and contumacious towards 
his God, infbmuch that a prophet was commiffioned 
to tell him, that, cc The Almighty would extirpate 
u him and his houfe from the face of the earth, as 
" he had done that of Jeroboam before him, for 
" his ingratitude and difobedience to that power 
*c which had exalted him to the throme, and not pay- 
Cc ing regard to righteoufnefs and juftice ; two qua- 
tc lities moft acceptable to God, and profitable to the 
Apropta " people." The prophet added, that, ct As he had 
tXviS U f°H° w cd the example of Jeroboam in every in- 
jadglmcflt5 c{ ftance of iniquity, helhould be rendered as exem- 
8T* " P lai 7 in his punifhtnent." # Baafha remaii 

flexible, hbtwitnftanding the judgement denounced 
Befell w- againft him by the prophet, at the Divine com- 
SffSc. mand ; contiiiuing daily to add to the meafure of 

his iniquities, regardlefs of every tie, civil or facred, 
and, as it were, fetting the Almighty at defiance. 
Some of his people, having denounced idolatrous 
tenets, and gone over to Jerufalem, for the fake of 
engaging in the true worfhip, he marched with an 
army to Ramah, a town belonging to the tribe of 
Judah, fituated about forty furlongs from Jeriifa- 
lem. This place he fortified, in order to make it the 
feat of war, and an advantageous fituatiori formak- 
Mcditaws fog inroads into the territories of Afa, as well as 
l^tL preventing the people frompaflihg to and fro with- 
out permilfion, and thereby cutting off all commu- 
nication betwefeii his tribes and thofe of Judah* 
Afa, apprehenfive of his defigns, and the danger; 
/faforms to which his coiintry would be expofed, from the ad- 

an alliance . . J n . r r \*r ii 

with the jacent iituation or lo inveterate a roe, diipatcned 

ambafladors to the king of Damafcus, with pre- 
fents, foliciting his alliance upon a principle of 
friendfhip that had fubfifted between the two 
houfes. The application of Afa had the defired 
effect ; for the king of Damafcus inftantly brbke off 
with Baafha* fuddenly attacked his fortified places, 
as Achion, Dan and Abeluiean, burning fomc, and 
rifling others. Baaflia, by thefe means, was compel- 
led to abandon his defigns of fortifying his frontier 
towns towards Judah, in order to defend other parts 
of his territories thus vigoroufly attacked. Afa 
availed himfelfof this opportunity, by demolifliing 
the works raifed at Ramah, with the materials of 
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reer by death, and buried in the city of Arfanes. 
He was fucceeded, on the throne, of Ifrael, by his 

2i«?arid!s ^ on El a h, who was as profligate a character as his 
foccceded father. His reign, however, was (hort ; for, in the 

fecond year, while he was caroufing in the houfe 
JJ^ 11 *" of one of his principal officers of ftate, he was aflaf- 
zimti, finated by Zimri, one of his grandees ; a troop of 

horfe breaking in upon him, in the abfence of his 
guards, who were then upon a military exploit. 

CHAP. VII. 



mri is choft 
perifbes in the flames. 



mri fets fire to the palace , and 
Ahab^ a moft abandoned prince , 
Jucceeds to the throne. Prediction of calamities by 



the prophet. Jehu afcends the 



Hazael that of Sy 
ftoned at the inftigation of Jezebel 



Ifrael 



Hijiory of 



ZIMRI, by treacherous means, having advanced 
of themce himfelf to the throne, exterminated the whole 
•f Baasiia. race °f Baafha, as had been the fate of Jeroboam, 

for his daring impieties, according to prophetic pre- 
diction. The news of Elah's death, and the afTaflm's 



ufurping the crown, reaching Gabathon, while t^^edkti 
army was before the town, they declared for Omri, by the 
their general who immediately railed the fiege of army * 
that place* marched to Tirzah, and took.it hy z j roripM 
ftorm. i This fo alarmed ZimrU that feeing all loft, cifmtet 
and defpairing of any quarter from the enemy, lie 
retired into, a private apartment of the palace, to 
which he fet fire, and. the whole buildingwas con- 
fumed ^ himfelf pcriflnng in the flames, after a reign 
of only feven days. 

Every thing was now in a moft embarrafled ftate, 
and the people divided into two fa&ions. The one 
fupported theintereft of Omri, and thither that 
of Thamdn ; but the former carried? itftt for the 
latter being .flain,. Omri enjoyed the. government 
without interruption. This event happened in the 
thirtieth year of the reign of Afa* Omri reigned . 
twelve years ; fix at Tirzah, and fix at Marcon, 
which the Greeks call Samaria. He introduced 
more abominable pra&ices, if poflfible, than any of 
his predeceflbrs. Indeed, it was their general 
cuftom to alienate the minds of the people from the 
love and fervice of the true God, and lead them to omrifot- ; 
the commiffioh of every enormity. Therefore the lowtthe 
Almighty, in his _vengeance, rendered them fuccelT- cxampieoV 
fively inftrumcntajto the deftruiiionof one another, ^" dc * 
till, in the end; the whole race became extinct. ^" 
Omri died at Samaria^ and.was iucceeded in the go- 
vernmbnt by his fon Ahab. 
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Itis worthy r of db.fervation, that, during the resgn • 
of Afa over jiidah, Ifrael was lubjecfc to feven or 
eight different princes \ as Jeroboam, Nadab,Baafha, 

Elah, Zimri, Thaman, Omri,. and Ahab ; yet fuch Thedif. 
was their hardinefs in idolatry, that, in all thefe 
changes, not one of them ever thought of retvu-ning dence a£ 
to the houfe of David, or pavino; attention to the/^ J * c ^" 
\yorlliip of tne true God at Jeruialem. In the courfe Million*, 
of thefe occurrences, we are given to underftancl how 
the Divine Providence interpofes in human affairs, 
ui Hiowering down bleffings o?i the righteous, and 
in the extirpaf ion of the wicked. 

Afi, king of Jerufalem, and. of the two tribes,, 
lived happuy in the Divine, favour to. a great age, 
in consideration of his piety and virtue, and depar- ^ 
ted this life in peace, after a reign of forty-one is fucceed^ 
years. His fon Jehofhaphat, whom he had by hoshap J h». 
Abida, fucceeded him on the throne of Judah. This 
prince inherited his father's virtues, and walked 
accor ding to the example, of his illuftrious anceftor 
David, that moft eminent king of Ifrael. 

Ahab, king, of Ifrael, took up his refidence at Sa<- 
mai-ia, where he reigned two and twenty years ; and impiety of 
was bne of the moft wicked princes, and abomina-^. 3 ^^. 
ble idolaters, that ever £it on a tbrojie. He fol- 1 
lowed the example of the moft impious of his pre- 
deceffors in their moft abandoned practices, and 
more particularly thofe of Jeroboam. , . He not only- 
continued the worJhip of the calves which Jeroboam 
had fet up, buthaving married Jezebel, thedaugh** 
ter of Ethbaal, king of Tyre and Sidon, was by her 
feduced to the idolatry of worfliipping her coun-. 
try gods. To indulge her rafh and impetuous dif- 
pofition, he eredled a temple in Samaria, to Ball, Heisfeda- 
the idol of the Tyrians, planted proves for the cx- "^yj.e- 
ercife of fuperlhtious ceremonies, and appointed w ifc B to 
priefts, for that impious fervice. Indeed, Ahab was ^ c r ^ c ft 
furrounded with idolaters and profligates, being of idolatry., 
a fimilar difpofitioh, averfe to whatever was good, 
and prone to every kind of evil. 

In order to render the abandoned lfraelites, in ge- 
neral, and their impious king, in particular, fenfible 
of the enormities they daily committed, there came 
to Ahab a prophet, who was a Tifhbite, and born in ^j;*** 
the city of Gilead. The purport of his meflage was ^Xd in 
to tell the king that, from the time of his departure T C ^2itri« 
there fhould not fall a fingle drop of rain, nor fhould mijah) 
there be the leaft fign of dew in ail that prpvince, ^"gllt* 
till the time of his return. This preditftion he con- i King* 
firmed with the ftron<reft afTurances. 



xvn. 



After the prophet had executed the Divine com- 
miflion, he proceeded to the fouthward, till he came i> Applied 
to a brook, where he flopped for the prefent, in or- £^ h £ ood 
derto refrefh himfelf with water ; the ravens, day by ravens 
day, duly fupplying him with food. Through the 
continuance of the drought the water of the brook 
began to fail, upon which the prophet moved, by 
JDivine dire<5lion, toSareptha, atown between Tyre 
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Sid on ; for he had been foretold by a Vbice 
from on high, that he ftiould there find a widow 
woman to receive and furnifh him with every nie- 
ce flary refrefhment. 

In obedience therefore to the Divine command, 
the prophet fet out, and having nearly reached the 
end of his journey, heobferved a woman gathering 
flicks not far from the fpot, whom he concluded to 
be the widow to whom he had been dire&cd. This 
induced him to call to , her, requefting that file 
would fetch him a little water to quench his 

He alfo, as fhe was going for the water, 
defired fhe would bring with her a morfel of bread. 
The wdnianfolemnly protefted, that an handful of 
meal, and a little oil, were all fhe had to keep her- 
felf arid tb'n from ftarving, and that flic was gather- 
ing ftick& toi'bake it into a cake. But the prophet 
The pro- ehcourdged her to do as he requeftcd, as fbon as 
tira/n-T" cake was prepared, alluring her, at the fame 
by a poor tinie, that neither her meal or oil ftiould faitdurins; 

whofc Vucf tlle time of the famine - 

reaancc prophet directed, and found his words proved 

Hon ? h°mC ftri&iy trie ; for though fhe and her fon, together 
racuiouay with her gueft, conftantly had recourfe to the barrel 

of meal arid crufe of oil for food, they were no fooner 
diminifhed, than an immediate fupply took place j 
nor did it fail lintil the drought ceafed. 

Menandcr mentions this drought in his hiftory of 
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_ J 1 - Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians. 4< In this time (fays 
cerning the " he) there was an extreme drought for want of 
bought, tc ra } nj t h a t continued from the mohth of Hyper- 

" beretaeus till the fame month next year. Prayers 
ce were^ indeed, putupfor the avertingof the judge- 
c< ment, which were followed with mighty, claps of 
u thunder/' This prince built Botrys, in Phoenicia, 
and Auzates, in Africa ; and to this drought under 
Ahab, Menander evidently refers in his Commenta- 
Hes ; for it was in the reign of Ahab that Ethbaal 
was king of Tyre and Sidon, But to return. 
. When the prophet had fbjourned with the widow 
Ibme time, her fon fell defperately lick ; and the 
mother, in the violerifce of her grief, and in a rhap- 
ibdy of exclamation, feemed to impute the caufe to 
hkii ; as if he came to reproach her with her fins, 
and bring this malady as a judgement upon hpr. 
The child being given over for dead, the prophet 
bid her be of gooa cheer, and deliver "up her fon. to 
him, with an afliirance that he would reftore hira to 
her alive. He then took him into his own chamber, 
where he earneftly fupplicated the Almighty to re- 
ftore the child to life. His prayer being granted, 
fontohfe. t jj C child revived, and was delivered by him to the 

mother,- who received hira with unfeigned ^rati-. 
tude, and acknowledged her belief of the Divine 
mifllon of the prophetic gueft (a) . 

Some time after this the prophet was commanded 
to return to the land of Ifrael, prcfent hijnfeif before 
^ Ahab, arid irifornl him that, in a fhort time, rain 
would defcend on the earths This famine at this 
time raged with fo much violence throughout the 
whole country of Samaria, that the people werenear 
being ftarved to death. The king was fb diftrefled 
for want of provender for his cattle, that he fent for 
Obadiah, \Vho was fuperintendant of his flocks, 
charging him to go in quefl: of the prophet, and by 
all means bring him to him. Having fearched for 
him every where in vain, he commanded Obadiah to 
accompany him 

awhile together, the king took one way, and the 
overfeer another. Obadiah was a man of pure re- 
ligion ; and at the time when the cruel queen Jezebel, 
had given orders for perfecuting all the prophets, he 
concealed and protefted an hundred of them in a cave 
and there provided them with necelfary fuftenance. 

The king and Obadiah were no fooner parted, 
than the latter met Elias upon the way, and falutctl 
him with the greateft refpeft. The prophet deli-, 
red him to go to the king, and inform him that he 
was ready to wait on him. Obadiah, apprehenfive 

that Elias might depart before his return, replied, llror." Upon this fupplication fire defcended, as 
k*&~7 " In what have I finned, that thou wouldeft deliver if from above, upon the altar, and, in the fight 
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tc thy fcrvant into the hand of Ahab to flay me \ As {?««?ree. 
<c the Lord thy God liveth, there is notation or4?«££ 
" kingdom whither the king hath not fent to feek Cuai \ * 
" thee and when they faid. He is not here, he took 
" an oath of the inhabitans that thev found thee not : 

* * * ^ 

cc and now thou fay eft} Go, tell thy king, behold, 
" Elias is here. As foon as I am gone from thee, 
" thou mayeft be carried whither I know not; To 
44 when I tell Ahab, and he cannotfind thee, he will 
" flay me. I thy fcrvant feared the Lord from my 
" youth. Was it not told my lord what I did, when, 
<c Jezebel flew the prophets, that I hid an hundred 
" of them in a cave, and provided them with fufte- 
cc nance ?" Elias bid him fear nothing, but go to 
the king, folemnly affuring him that he would pre- 
fent himfelf to Ahab that very day. • 

Thus aflured, Obadiah went in learch of the king, 
whom having found he afterwards introduced 
Elias. At the firft interview the king began to up- 
braid him with being the caufe of the calajnity under eSi.^ 
which thenatidn hadfo longlaboured. Theprophet 
boldly returned the charge* and, after having taxed 
him with the worfhip of falfe gods, and fupprefling 
the true religion, defired him to fummon the mul- 
titude to nieet upon Mount Carmel, together with.^gJJ 4 . 
his priefts and prophets, and thofe of his wife. The. calk**, 
king fummoned them, and they accordingly met. 
Elias then addrefTed them in words to the following 
purport : " How long will you live thus in uncer- 
" tainty of mind and opinion ? If you believe the 
God we worfhip to be the only living and true. 
God, obey hiiru 3nd keep his commandments ; if 
u otherwife, purfue your own courfes." To put the Eiuspw 
matter to the teft, he propofed an experiment. 1 ,.^* 
" Since (faid he) there certainly can be no ™ or ?jjj™^J 
" than one Infinite, Supreme, and Almighty Bein^> 
cc let us at this time make the experiment who thi&» f «» 
cc Being is. You, -who are the worfhippers of Baal, 
cc have all the advantages on your fide, the favour 
cc and proteAion of the court, four hundred aud 
u fifty priefts of one fed, and four hundred of ano* 
CQ they ; whereas Iftand here, a fingle prophet, ta 
defend the caufe of that power from whom I de-^ 
u rivemy commilfionp Let the priefts of Baal choofe; 
cc their ox, and lay it on the altar ; but let there be 
"no fire thereon : I will then choofe my ox; let 
u them pray to their gods, and I will call on the 
u name of Jehovah ; and then let the God who, by^ 
a confuming the facrifice with a fudden flafhof fire> 
u fliali make it appear that he hath heard the invo-i 
cations, be declared by this whole aflembly the 
u One, the True, and the Supreme Being J* 

This mode of determination being approved by 
the multitude, Elias bade Ahab's prophets take.aij. 
ox, and invoke their gods by their names, giving 
them th.e precedence, in point of offering facrifice. 
When they had invoked their gods a confiderable^ c g 
time without effect,, Elias ridiculed their fuperfti- pro ? h«>. 
tion, and bade them exalt their voices, as perhaps 
they might be at a greater diftance than thev ima- 
gined. They then went on with hideous outcries and 
boifterous.exclamations, fcarifying themfelves witfy 
lances after the manner of their country, but all 
without theleafl: effe.ft. 

WhenElias proceeded to facrifice, he defired the 
multitude to draw nearer, and make diligent fearch, 
in order to difcover if any fire was fecretly conveyed 
to the fpot on which he was about to give proof of 
the Divine authority of his mifllon. Upon the ap- 
proach of the multitude, Elias took twelve ftones,. 
to anfwer the number of the twelve tribes, and; 
erefted an altar out of them, making a deep trench, 
arouhd it. The'wood being fitted, and the facrifice 
laid upon the pile, five veflels of fpring water were 
caft upon the altar, fo that it' ran off and filled the 
trenches. After every thing was dnly prepared, 
Elias approached the altar, and implored the true 
God " to manifeft his power by fame circumftance 
that might convince amifguided people of their er- 



(a) The woman certainly had fcfficient reafon to believe that Elias 
was a prophet, oraperfon fent from God, when die faw the miraculous 
iiicrcafe of the meal and oil. However, on his nor curing her fon when 

he lay fick, but rather fuffcring bim to lay, her faitli began to droop ; 



whereas, upon feeing him revive, her faith revived with him, and, 
through the joy of having him a^ain reftorcd to her, Hie accounted this 
latter miracle much greater than the former. 
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f of the multitude, confumcd not only the burnt-of- 

fering, but like wife the wood and (tones, and even 
dried up the water in the trenches. . . 

This extraordinary difplay of the Divine power 
fo aftonifhed the people, that they fell proftrate,.and 
Thtmuiti- acknowledged that the God of Elias was the only 
tf ^ 6 living and true God, declaring, at .the fame time, 
in favour that they looked upon all others as the productions 

of human inventions. When the people had a little 
recovered from their furprize, Elias commanded 
all the prophets and priefts of Baal to be put to 
death ; and his command was immediately execu- 
ted. He then de fired the king to compofe his mind, 
as he might be allured the earth would be refrefhed 
with rain in a very fliort time. s . 

Juftice having thus taken place of the falfe pro- 
phets. Elias afcended the mount, where, having 
prayed for fome time, he fent his fervant to fee if he 
could difcover any figns of rain. . He went up again 
bnd again, but with no fuccefs. At length, after the 
feventh time, he brought his matter word that he 
faw a fmall cloud riling out of the fea, about the 
lize of a man's hand. In confequence of this intel- 
ligence, he difpatched his fervant to Ahab to ad vife 
him to haften to his chariot, and make the beft of his 

Heinforms wa ^ to ^ty* ^ e A 101 ^ be taken in a very 
Ahabof great (ho wer. Ahab followed the advice of the pro- 

th . cJefccnt phet, who, having- girded his veft about him, ran 

•train. r ^ ' _ 7 to & m * 

he came to the city or Jezreel ; 
during which time the clouds gathered very thick, 
and difcharged abundance of water. 

When Jezebel was informed, by Ahab, of all the 
wonders that had pafled, and that her prophets had 
been put to death at the fpecial command of Elias, 
fhe immediately vowed revenge, and difpatched mef- 
fengers to inform him, that his life fhould certainly ' 
pay for theirs. On thefe menaces the prophet imme- 
diately withdrew to Beeffheba, a town in the fou- 
riicwo thern part of Judea, and bordering upon Idumasa. 

mhemc* * nt h* s P^ ace he left his fervant, and purfued hisjour- 
nacetof ncy into the wildernefs, wherihe laid himfelf down 

jcicbtfl. - - - ■ - 





as a man weary of the world, and defirous to leave 
it. " Lord (faidhe) Iadt not better than thofe who 
44 have gone before me, and life is no longer defira- 
44 ble." After this he fell afleep; but it was notion 
before he awoke, and, upon rifing, found food an 
drink fet before him; upon whichhefed heartily,and, 
by theftrenght of that repaft, went forward toMount 
- Sinai, the place yhere God firft delivered the law to 
Mofes. He then betook himfelf to a large cave, in- 
tending, probably, to fpend the remainder of his ' 
days in that obfeure fituation. 

After he had palTed fome little time in this habi- 
tation, he heard a voice interrogating him where- 
inewm f° re h e feft t ^ e Clt y to wander thus in the defert ? 
™u ni ~ ^ ^ lou g^ l lear d the voice diftin&ly, he knew not 
tli'mhu whence it came. His reply, jkowever, was, that the 
Kirmcnc q Ueen threatened his life' for fiaying been in ftrumen- 

tal to the deaths of the falfeWophcts, and enforc- 
ing the belief and worfliip of%e one only and true 
God. The fame voice commanded him to leave his 
place of retirement the next day, and attend to the 
Divine inftrudtions as to his future conduct. He 
accordingly left his retreat, when he heard the noife 
of an earth-quake, and faw in the air an appearance 
of blazing; fire. The fire was followed by a fhort 
paufe of lilenqe ; after which he heard a voice ex- 
horting him not to be intimidated at his then fitua- 
tion, for his enemies fliould not prevail againft him. 
He was commanded to return home by way of 
Damascus, and there anoint Hazael king of Syria, 
and Jehu, the fon of Nimfhi, king over Ifrael ; and 
alto to appoint Elifha his fucceffbr in the prophetic 



office 



the voice intimating that thefe men would 



be proper inftrumcnts in the hand of Divine venge- 
ance, topunifhthe idolators of the land, and extir-' 
pate, thofe who encouraged and pra<Stifed it. 

Elias, duly imprefled with what he had feen and 
heard, returned according to the inftrudtions given 
him ; and finding Elifha, the fon of Shaphat, plough- 
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(a) The mantle was tlie proper habit of a prophet, and therefore 
Elias throwing his upon Elifta, was the ceremony here ufed for his 
maturation lo rhe prophetic office ; though, as it was curtomary for 
icrvanw to carry their matter's garments after them, others underftand 
« only as a token that EUftu was to be his fervant, to attend upon him , 



ing with others, threw his mantle (a) over him as he 
paired. Elifha immediately upon this began to pro- ihe pro- 
phecy, quitted the plqggh, and declared himfelf rea- *££ ic of- 
dy to follow Elias, ojjly defiring to take leave of his 
father and mother bWort his departure. This being * 
granted him, he -returned, and thenceforward be- 
came the difciple and companion of Elias during 
life. , 

Ahab, notwithftanding fo many repeated tokens 
of the divine difpleafurc,- ftill remained inflexible, 
and,* to aggravate his.- many -former inftances of 
injuftice, was guilty of an adion of the mod un- , Kl - ngf : 
juftifiable nature. It happened that one Naboth, a *** {f 
citizen of Jezreel, had a vinyard adjoining to the fl5n°itrhe 
royal gardens, which the king was defirous of ob- fj^ff cvf 



taining, in order to enlarge his own prcmifes 
accomplifh his defirej he offered Naboth an equiva- 
lent, either in land or money ; but the poffeflbr, as 
it was his paternal, inheritance, refufed to part with 
it oh any terms whatever. This fo much difgufted 
Ahab, that he could neither lleep, nor take any 
convivial or focial plea fures. 

When Jezebel, after many enquiries, became ac- 
quainted with the real caufe of her hufband's com- 
plaint, and that, notwithftanding he had treated 
Naboth with a degree of courtefy and condefcenfion 
derogatory to his dignity, he could not obtain his 
confent to the propofal he had made him, fhe, at 
firft, upbraidedhim with pufillaniinity, or not know- 
ing how to exert the authority of a king. She 
afterwards defired him to banifli all melancholy, as 
(he had thought of an expedient by which he might 
be put in pofleffion of the much-defired vine- 
yard. The device was this : She caufed letters to 
be written in the king's name, and fealed with 
his fignet, to be directed to the principal men in 
Jezreel, cbrrtmanding them to proclaim afaft, call 
an aflembly, and aflign Naboth a place amongft the 
leaders. They were then to fuborn three witnefles 
to give evidence againft him for blafpheming God 
and the king upon whofe teftimony he fhould ftand 
convi&ed, and receive fentence to be ftoned to 
death by the people. Notwithftanding the bafe- 
nefs of the plot, mch was the influence of the king 
over the leading men in Jezreel, that every thing 
was executed according to the diretftions of the 
infamous Jezebel ; and the innocent Naboth fell a 
facrificeto the covetous difpolition of the king, and 
the infernal machinations of a tyrannical and perfi- 
dious woman. 

As foon as Jezebel received intelligence that the 
horrid murder was perpetrated, fhe repaired to the 
king, informed him of the ciroamftance, and defired 
him to <*6 to Jezreel, and, without any ceremony, 
take pofleffion of the vineyard . Ahab, pleafed with 
the effect of the plan devifed by his queen, imme- 
diately followed her directions, and prepared for a 
vifit to his new pofTeflions. But he was fuddeniy 
met by the prophet Elias, who, at the Divine com- 
mand, firft upbraided him with having flain the 
innocent, and then ufurping aright to his pofleffions# 
When Ahab faw the prophet approaching, he made 
open confeffion of the whole tranfaftion, and a 
tender of any fatisfadtion, -he might require But 
Elias fpurned at the offer, and denounced judge- 
ment on him to this effeA : 44 That where the blood Sevan* 
" of Naboth had been licked by dogs, they fliould «J ^ hc ^ 
44 likewife lick the blood of Ahab and Jezebel ; and prophet 
44 thatathe crime of taking away the life of aninno- ***** 

cent man by perjury, fhould be puniftied by the 
44 extirpation of his whole race." 

Ahab was fo affe<fted at the denunciation of this 
judgment, that he became deeply penitent, cloathed 
himfelf in fackcloth, went barefoot, and gave every avcFM t fc a 
proof of the moft unfeigned forro wand humiliation. |^ u ™^| 
Hereupon theprophet was commiflioned to acquaint by the 
him that,in confideration of his contrition, the judge- P I0 P hct * 
mentdenounced fliould be poftponed during his life ; 
but that it fliould certainly take place in that of his fon 
the truth of which prediction will hereafter appear. 



To 



Jezebel. 



Ahab U 



and fuccecd him in his office. However this be/it is probable that when 
he threw his mantle over him, hefrid fome thing whereby lieac<feainfe.l 
him with his defign ; though the particular words, in fo brief a*$iiftory 
arc not expreffed. 
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(crip tu re 
Beu-hadad, 



c h a p: VIII. 

Adad, king of Syria and Damdfpis^ makes two tmfuccefs- 
ful expeditions againft Ahab. % j1fter being totally rout- 
ed y fie makes fubmifjion to Ahab; and a league of 
friendfhip is forfned between the two kings. 



iKingixx.-^uRING thefe tranfa&ions between Ahab and 

A poweinii 

con " 

cf formed 

again ft 
Ahab. 



feTra- \ J the prophet, Ad ad, the king- of Syria and Da- 
mafcus, levied a moft formidable army from the dif- 



ferent parts of his dominions, and being joined by 
thirty-two confederate princes beyond the Euphra- 
tes, he marched with this mighty force againft 
the king of Ifrael, who, deemed it impolitic to ha- 
zard the event of a battle on the plain with a power it means the victory was to be obtained, he received 
fo fuperior, retreated to fortified places, in order to 
ar£t upon the defenfive. He took up his ftand in 



Ahab. 



Samaria, as the moft eligible iituation, .being fur- 
rounded with ftrong walls, good ramparts, and 
The king having a numerous and well disciplined army in the 

of Syria .p . ^ . . , r c* • 

lays ficge garniou to maintain it* The king or Syria mar- 
to Samaria, ched with his army, and fat down before Samaria, 
Mlk ^ feuding, at the fame time, an herald to Ahab, to 
ro&Uto°"dcfire that he might difpatch ambafladors with in- 

ftruftions to propofe terms - 

This being complied with, the ambafladors were 
accordingly difpatched, with directions to inform 
Ahab, that the whole of his treafurc, together with 
his wives and children, were at themercy of the king 
of Sj'ria ; and that, if he would acknowledge the 
fame, and permit him to take what part of his pof- 
Ah , b . s fc (lions he pleafcd, he would inftantly raife the 
fubmiiT;ve liege, and withdraw his troops. Upon this Ahab 

commiffioned the ambafladors to return and aflure 
the king their m after, , that himfelf and all that he 
had were at his difpofal.' 

When the ambafladors delivered the purport of 
their commiflion to the Syrian, he difpatched them 
again to the king of Ifrael, to defire that, as he had 
acknowledged his right to all his pofleffions, fuch 

Adad infifts °& ccn anc * Icrvants as he fliould fend the next morn- 
on more ing, might have free liberty tofearchhis own apart- 
ri8ldtcrn,s# ments, together with thofe of his retinue, and take 

with them whatever they might feledt, leaving the 
remainder in the poffeflion of Ahab. 

The king of Ifrael, ftruck with a demand at once 
fo imperious and unreafonable, thought it expedi- 
ent to call a council, to debate on a point in which 
both his honour and inter eft were foefientially con- 
cerned. They were accordingly jfummoned, and, 
when aflembled, he thus addrefled them : cc My 

Ah ib ad <C ^ enc * s 3UC ' countrymen, Ihave hadtwopropofals 
drc'ires his u fent me from Adad the for 



thatmyfelf, my wife and children were all at his 



mer to acknowledge 

Council CC 

occafion! Ci mercy j upon my compliance with which terms 

" he was to raife thefiege. For the public peace and 
cc fafcty, and the common good of my people, I 
" waved all confideration of my own intereft, and 
" acceded to thefe terms. Not fatisfied with this 
Cc compliance, he defires to fend his officers and fer- 
<c vants to fearch and rifle my property, find that of 
<c my attendants and people- at pleafurc, feleA what 
ct they may deem moft eligible, and leave us the 
cc remainder. My own concerns I readily gave up ; 
u but cannot think of refigning thofe of my fubjerfts 
cc to fo peremptory and infolent a demand. A de- 
c< nial, I am perfuaded, will bring on a war ; and 
ic therefore I fubmit the matter to your deliberation, 
<c determined to abide by your refolves." 

The council reprobated the haughty and infolent 
demand of the barbarian in the fevereft terms, and 



unanimoufly declared for the vigorous profecution 
Adad's of a war. Accordingly the ambafladors were in- 

* ttfoT ^ ru( ^ :ec ' to report to their matter, that <c The king 
*° JC c <c of Ifrael was ftili difpofed to comply with the firft 

cc demanded, for the common peace and fafety ; 

" but that he could not fubmit to terms fo unrea- 



79 



u fonable as he had propofed. 
Adad, fired with indignation at this reply, fent a 
He fends third embalfy, with a mcfiage more peremptory and 
at u ir .r menacing than the former. " Tell their king (faid 
cm u he) that, though he vauntshimfelf on the ftrength 



<c and fecurity of his walls, my array will raife a 
4C bank higher than thofe wails, and that by only 

cc each man taking an handful of earth." By this he . longer, they were put to the rout, and clofely pur- 
gave Ahab to under ftand the incredible number of fucd by the enemy. Betwixt thofe who were flak 



his troops in order to deter him from oppofition. 
Ahab replied in laconic terms, that, u Men of ho-^^ 1 ** 
c< nour were to difputc with their fwords, not with * CoftL - 
cc their tongues." 

When the ambafladors returned, they found their 
mafter at a convival board with his confederate 
princes ; and having reported Ahab's reply, he gave 
immediate orders for the carrying on the liege with hhi^, 
all poflible vigour. Ahab, and his people, wjsre ^ t u ^ 
greatly intimidated at the formidable preparations sHu^,- 
made by the enemy, in circumventing the city, and 
railing a ftrong bulwark, till a prophet came to 
him, and encouraged him with an aflurance that he 
fliould prevail againft this tremendous power. When 
he exprefled a defire of being informed by what 
means the vhftory was to be obtained, he received 
for anfwer, <4 By the fons of the leaders of the pco- 
" pie, but under thy conduct as their conimauder." 
Ahab, rouzed by this plealing information, called 
them together to the number of two hundred and 
thirty-two ; and receiving intelligence that the king 
of Syria had retired to reft after a debauch, the 
gates were fiiddenly thrown open, and the young 
officers made an intrepid fally. Information was 

than he 
it or 



no fooner given by the centinels to Adad, thai 
itfiied orders, that cc Whether they came tofigl 
w to treat, they fliould bring them bound to him." 
Ahab, at the fame time, had a referve of men with- 
in the walls, in readinefs to fally forth, as occafion * 
might require : but the young officers fell upon the 
out guard, flew many of them, andpurfued the reft 
to the camp. When Ahab found that they had fuc- 
ceeded thus far he commanded the remainder of his 
army to fally forth, and charged the Syrians with the 
utmoft fury. This refolute effort decided the fate of 
the day ; for the enemy being not only intoxicated 
but unarmed, fell an eafy prey to the aflailants, 
were put to the rout, left their armour behind 
them ; and the king himfelf with difficulty efcaped 
by^ the agility of hishorfe. Ahab followed the pur- 
fuit ; and when he had rifled the enemy's camp, am* 
which contained animmenfe booty of gold, filver, omcoit 
and other valuable commodities, he took Ad ad's 
chariots and horfes, and returned to the city. But, «f« 
as the prophet advifed him to keep his army in rea- 1 ^. 
dinefs to take the field, as the king of Syria would 
make another expedition againft him the next H <"£j 
fpring, he employed himfelf in making the neceffary «nifoik| 
preparations for a renewal of the conteft. 

Adad fummoned his friends, with the remainder 
of his broken army, to deliberate on their future con- Apropfe 

duft. When he informed them of his refolution to J h 5J : 
make another expedition againft the Ifraelites, they 
unanimoufly difluaded him from engagingwith them 0 
on the mountains ; becaufe their God was potent in 
fuch places, and thence it came to pafs that they had 
fo lately been beaten ; adding, that if they fought on 
the plain, the Ifraelites would be conquered. They 
alfo coun felled him to difmifs the confederate princes 
from any further perfonal fervice and attendance, 
but to retain their army, and appoint experienced 
officers to command it, inftead of the princes, while M 
they might be employed in levying recruits in their 
refpedlive territories, to fupply the places of fuch as 

Adad approved of the counfel MjkeJt) 
given him, and regulated his meafures accordingly, con} 
In the beginning of the Ipring the king of Syria ^ 
marched with his army againft the Hebrews, andM 
pitched his camp in a large plain, according to the 

advice of his friends., not far from the citv of 



might fall in battle. 



Aphica 



his friends, not far from the city 
In the meantime Ahab advanced with his 



troops, 
though 



faced. 



Hie 



A 1 



ltd 



and pitched his camp over againft him ; 
his army fell many thoufands Ihort of the 
number of the Syrians. While the armies 
each other, the prophet came to the Hebrews with 
the Divine aflurance that they fliould be vi&orious, ^ 
and that their enemies fliould find. his afliftauce as 
potent on the plain as on the mountains, which it 
feems was contrary to their opinion. 

The armies remained encamped in their refpective 
ftations for lix fucceflivc days ; but on the leventhThc**j 
they advancedonboth (ides ina linc,ard commenced ^ 
a battle. The a&ion was gallantly fuftained by each 
army at firft ; till the Ifraelites pre lied the Syrians * ! 
with fuch ardour that, unable to ftand the Ihock any 
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xtieSf- upon flight* and thofe who periflied by fuch mifad- 
^qaifh«4 ventures as are immediately brought on by con- 

f u fion, thehavock was very great ; for, indeed, they 
were deltroyed by their own chariots, and by one 
another. Thofe that got into Apheca* their 'only 

ber ; and it is 



MM 



place of refuge, were but few inn 
fuppofed that aboutfeven and twenty thoufand were 
crufhed to death by the walls fuddenly falling to the 
oround, and that an hundred thoufand were flam in 

>lbt&s battle. 

otsyrij j Terrified at this dreadful judgment, Adad, with 
^ "Vome of his officers arid friends, retired, for fecurity 

into a cellar under ground ; where fome of them took 
occafion to reprefent the clemency and humanity of 
* the Hebrews, and thence to advile the king to caft 

himfelf at AhaVs feet for mercy , in confidence that, 
upon fuch application and fubmiffion, it would not 
be refufed. 

Adad approved of their advice j and thereupon fe- 
llies for vera j of his train were dreffed in the habits of fuppli- 
jSwho cants and captives, cloathed in fackldth, with ropes 
ilfe^d 5 about their necks, according to the cuftom of the 
oeashim country in fuch cafes (*),,and fent to Ahab, requeft- 
^tcft%- ing the life of their king upon any termshe might be 
P*"* - pleafed to prbpofc. The king of Ifrael received them 
lonwr. courte0 ufly, and aflured them, that, " He rejoiced 

" in the fafety of their king as much as if he was 
cc his own brother." Nay, he promifed tofhewhim 
the fame tokens of honour and refpeft." 

ThemeflTcngers, having received afliirances, upon 
oath, that no violence fhould be offered to his per- 
fon, haftened to their maftcr in. his retirement, and 
brought him to Ahab, who was at that time in his 
chariot. As foon as the vanquifhed king did. him 
homage, Ahab faluted him with the utmoftcourtefy, 
prefenting him his right hand, and pledging his faith 
and honour for his perfedl fecurity- and freedom- A7 
A&aao dad acknowledged his humanity and condefcenfion, 
knowieagesof which he declared he fhould retain a grateful re- 
Lwcv'of niembrance to his lateft breath. He alfo promifed to 
theKmgof reftore to the Hebrews thofe cities and lands which 

the former kings had taken from them, and that 
Ahab fhould have every defirable privilege in the ca- 
pital city of Damafcus# Such mild treatment could 
not but be acceptable to Ahab ; the refult of which 
was that a league df friendfliip immediately took 
kingscntcr place between the contending monarchs, founded on 
SdSfs a reciprocal interchange of oaths for the perfoftn- 
honoarabiy ance 0 f covenants ; after which Adad was difmiUed 



<c army." . Ahab was highly exafperated at the de- 
nunciation of the prophet^ arid commanded him to 
be imprifoned j though he was much affe&ed, and 
ftruck to the very heart, by hispredi&ion. But we 
fliall return to the affaijjjfrof Jehofhaphat king of Je- 
rufalem. 
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CHAP. IX 



■ 

JehoJIiaphat, a pious ^ virt;ms r and wife king of Jerujalehi^ 
ajfifts Ahab in an expedition againfi tke Syrians. 



• 1 > 



JEHOSHAPHAT had not only enlarged his terri-achroni* 
tories, and put g&rrifons into all the cities under J* ho * ha : 
his jurifdi&ion, but had appointed governors in andVinu! 
thofe cities which were taken out of the tribe of 
Ephraim by his grandfather Abijah, when Jeroboam 
reigned over the ten tribes. This prince was favour- 
ed with the Divine blefling, affiftance, and protec- 
tion, ' in all his undertakings ; for his life might be 
deemed a feries of piety and virtue, a& fcarce a day 
palTed 111 which he was not employed hi a&s pleating 
to God* and beneficial to mankind. His character, 
for integrity and humanity, gained him the rever- 
ence and efteem of all the neighbouring princes, as 
appeared from the munificent prefents winch poured 
in uponhim from differ ept quarters, and^reatlycon- f ncxc f*l 
duced to enhance both his fortune and fame- In the cSnTtiU 
third year of his reign herfummdned the elders and f 9 ^^ 
priefts that were under his jurisdiction, and ordered tViiwob! 
them to appoint commiflioners in the refpedjive SSHSw-Sc 
cities and towns within his dominions, to enforce a religion of 
regular attendance on divine wprfhip, and a due ob- 
fervance of the laws of Mofes. . His own concern 
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Die two 



with magnificent prefents to his own country. 



for the prefervation of the pure religion had a pow- 
erful influence on the minds of his fubjedts, who 
feemed to vie with each other in the promotion of fb ™* e ^ fl " 
excellent a work. Ttfay, his general condudtfeems to goldex- 
hlave impreffed the neigbpuring princes with a kind ^P 1 ^ 
of reverential awe; for they lived in peace and har- 
mony, and ftudied to render each other mutual fer- ^mad* 
vices; ; The Philiftihes paid their tribute with the effeas of 
moft fcrupulous regard to juftice j and the Arabians ^„lj§^ 
their annuity of 630 lambs, and the like number of won. 
kids with the grcateft complacency. 

Jehofhaphat alfo fortified his large cities and 
towns, and kept iii. conftant pay, a well difciplined 
army, to be in readinefs upon any urgent occafion. 
Of the tribe of ijudah there were three hundred 
thoufand fhield-bearers, under the command of 



After thefe tranfa&ioris between the kings of If- Edra, and two hundred thoufand under Johanah ; 



rael and Syria, a certain prophet, whofe name was 
Michaiah, came to one of Ahab's fubje<fts, and bid 
him finite him on the forehead, telling him that it 
was the Divine will it fhould be fo : but on his re- 
fufal, the prophet told him he fhould fuffer for his 
difobedience, for he fhould be deftroyed by a lion. 
When the accident foretold had befallen the man, 
the prophet applied to another with the fame in- 
ju6tion,whoimmediatelyfmotehim,anddrewblood. 



and, of the tribe of Benjamin, two hundred thou- 
fand archers, under the fame officers. There was 
alfo.auother officer, called Achobat, who command- 
ed an hundred and eighty thoufand men, armed 
with bucklers^ befides the fbldiers who were dif- 
perfed in different garrifons;' 

Jehofhaphat at length married his fon, Jehoiam,to 
Gotholia, the daughter of Ahab, king of the ten 
tribes ; upon which occafion, when he went to Sa- 



Upon this he bound up his head and went to the king |[ maria, he was moft fumptuoufly entertained bv 

Ahab ; and his. officers and attendants in general, 
were prefented 5 with the rareft productions of the 

At the entreaty of Ahab, upon this vifit, 



with this ftory : " That he had been one ofhis foldiers 
ct and had the cuftody of one of the prifoners deli- 
cc vered to his charge by an officer, and that the pri- 
cc foner having efcapedihe was in danger ofhis own 
cc life, by means of that officer, who had threaten- 
cc ed him with death if the prifoner was not found, 
" when called for, in his cuftody." When Ahab 
told him he would fuffer juftly, he unbound his 
head and gave him to know his pcrfon and office. 

tehended to ^ him he made ufe of this artifice as a pre- 
fa/agro- lude to imprefs on his mind the following predic- 

ttfw tio n> " That God would jmnifh him who had fuf- 
Scn C d i ' C ^ erc d Adad, a blafphemer againfthim, toefcape 
|wththc Cl u punifhment (£) ; for the time would come when 
^ c ft n P u - { c this very Adad, whom he now fpared, would be 

tc the means of his death, and the deftru&ion of his 



(a) This was the drefs of humble fupplicants in ihofe times. The 

fickcloth on their loins was a token of great forrow for what they 

had done ; and the ropes about their necks as an indication that they 

would fubmit to whatever puniflimcnt Ahab ihould think proper to lay on 
them. 

No. la. 



country. 

he joined him in an expedition againft the king of 
Syria, for the recovery of Rambth-<3ilead, which 
had been taken, and was detained from him, by that 
prince. Jehofhaphat promifed him a powerful af- jehosha- 
fiftance«i and fen t for a numerous army from Jerufa- pJ?« ig£ 
lem to Samaria, whdre both the kings went out of in his ex- 
the town and each of them, feated on a throne °f ^ft 0l ihc 
ftate, reviewed and gave orders to their forces- Pre- syriam. 
vious to their enteringuponhoftilities, Jehofhaphat xKl0 * sa * i 
deemed it advifeable, if there were any prophets at 
hand, to confult them upon the occafion ; for there 
had been a three years interval of peace between the 

kings of Ifrael and Syria. 



(b) Ahab*s great offence confined in differing fo horrid a blafphrTncr 
as Adad to go unpnnifhed, which was contrary to an exprefs law, Lev, 
xxiv, 16 ; and this law extented not to thofe only that wen born in tht 
landhxix to (hangers likewife that were among them, an£ in their pow- 
er, as Adad certainly was. 

M 
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follow, perfevered in his i-efolution of cnteringupoa 
the war, giving* more credit to falfe prophets.thant 
true,' and thereby haltehing the judgement that 



Confultaii'on of the prophets relative to the war* Dif- awaitfedhim. Zcdckiah then made horns of irori,and 



fercnt opinion and prcdiftyons of the true and fa/fc 
prophets. Death if Ahai^ and fu'eceffion of his Jon 
Ah.iziahi 

^ confequeiice of the advifceof Jehofhaphat,Ahab 
called his. prophets together to the number of 
ahout foiif hundred, and commanded them to make 




enquiry concerning the event of a war with Adad 
Thefaifc and particularly the carfyingthe city, on which ac- 
Sccfare" count n vvas undertaken. Thefe prophets unani- 
io^ihecx- ttioiifly declared for the expedition, alledging their 

n'ainftA a ^ drance °f Syrians being vanquifhed and taken 
dad" " captives as before. But Jehoftiaphat,who fufpedted 

the reality both of thefe prophets and their predic- 
tionj^alked Ahab if there wereno other prophets to 
whom thc^mighthaverecourfe with more certainty. 
Ahab rephbd, that "There was,indeed,one Micaiah; 
but that he had never foreboded him any fuccefs, 
but^ onthc cbntrary, had foretold thathe lUould fall 
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*l 

• 'i 

i 



declared to Ahab that thofe horns Were {ignals of his 
total conqueft of Syria. Micaiah, on the other hand, 
allured the falfe prophet, that, in a fhbrt time, he 
fhould be called to account for his fallacious preten- 
lions; andbc compelled to feek refuge to avoid juft 
punilhmcnt . The king was fo exafperatcd with Mi- H ««it 
fcaiah that lie remanded him back to prifbn, with or- ^fi^ 
ders to the governor of the city, to allow him only 
bread and water till. his return.. 

. The kin£;s of Ifrael and Jcrufalem how advanced 
.witli their forces towards Ramoth ; and the king df Abjtdt 
Syria, no fooner had intelligence of it than he march- Ttyfo 
ed on to nleet them. It had been agreed that Aliah w&J 
fliould afliime the difguife of a private habit, while 
Jeholhaphat was arrayed in his royal robes, in 
order* to evade the preface of the prophet. But this 
artifice had no effed: ; for Adad, by his officers, had 
iiTucd ftridl orders to his army to encounter neither 



by the hand of the king of Syria; for which caufe he ^allrior great, except Ahab, king of Ifrael. 



r- 



Micaiah is 
fenc for at 
thcinftance 
of Jcho- 
jhaphat. 




He de- 
nounces 
thac Ahab 

shall perish 
in ihe ex- 
pedition. 



Zerftktati, 
a falfc pro- 
pher, en- 
courages 
Ahab to 
<m<tcrtake 
the expedi- 
tion. 



■was now in prifon 

Upon Jehofbaphat'sdefirc, however, thathe might 
be produced, an eunuch was difpatched to bring 
him into the royal ptefence. Themeflenger inform- 
ed Micaiah on the \Vay, that the reft of the prophets 
hadunanimoufly declared that Ahab fhould be vic- 
torious in his expedition. againft the king of Syria. 
Micaiah declared thathe wouldnot prevaricate in fo 
folemn a matter, but moft faithfully report to the 
king fiich meflage as he fliould receive from the Di- 
vine intimation* 

Upon the prophet* s arrival, and AhaVs adjurin 
him to fpeak the truth, he faid,- " I faw all Ifrae 
u fcattered and flying, and the Syrians purfuing 
u them as flocks of fheep are difperfed when their 
fliepherd is flaiii ; by which reprefentation I am 
given to underftand, that the Ifraelitesin general, 
cc fliall return fafe, but that the king (hall fall in 
cc the a&ion." . When .Micaiah had uttered this 
alarming predication, Ahab faid to the king of Jeru- 
falcm, ct Are you not convinced that this man is my 
cc enemy ?" Micaiah declared the contrary ; and 
(blemnly averred that the words he delivered were 
exprefsi) 

that Ahab, at the mitigation of falfe prophets, ha 
engaged in an expedition, which to him would prove 
fatal . The refolution of this upright prophet threw 
the king into fulpenfc and conftctnation. 

During his (late of anxiety oneZedekiahprefented 
himfelf to Ahab, and, in contempt of Micaiah, un- 
dertook tocontroverthis opinion, anddeteA the fal- 
lacy of his prediction. In order to*this he cited the 
predictions of Elias, c > That the dogs fliould lick his 
tc blood in the city of Jezreel, in the field of Naboth, 
" as they licked the blood of Naboth, who, at his 
<c inftance was (toned to death by the multitude." 
Thence he inferred the fallacy of Micaiah, as con- 
tradicting a greater prophet than himfelf, by faying, 
that the king within the compafs of three days fliould 
fall in battle. As a farther proof of his fallacy, 
Zedekiahfaid he would fmite Micaiah, to try if his 
hand would wither upon fo doing, as Jadon caufed 
the hand of king; Jeroboam to wither upon a former 
occafion. Having thus fpoken, he ftruckthe pro- 
phet j and Ahab finding no judgement immediately 




The Syrians,at firft,fecing Jehofliaphat at the head 
of the army, conje&ured that he was Ahab, and ad- 
vanced towards him to execute the order of their 
king; but when they found their error, they re- 
treated. They kept the field from morning till 
night, the one party flying, the other purfuing ; but 
no blood was ftied during the whole day . Ahab was 
the objedt iof purfuit j and the Syrians, in general, 
were in queft..of him. At length one of Adad's at- 
tendants drew an arrow at a venture, that entered 
through his breaft-plate into his very lungs. Ahab 
wasdelirousof keeping the accident from the know- 
ledge of his men , left they fliould be intimidated, and 
therefore ordered his charioteer to take him a little 
way alide, as he was mortally wounded. He re-^ 
mained imhis chariot till about fun-fet, when he 
expired in great agony. 

Whet; night came on the Syrians withdrew to their 
camp ; and as fodh as the death of Ahab was an- 
nounced by an herald, they all returned home. The 
king's body was carried to Samaria, and there in- 
terred,. The chariot, in which he was conveyed, was 
fo ftained with blood that iflued from his wound, 
that they were obliged to wafli it in a neighbourin 
fountain, in doing of which the dogs came an 
licked it, thereby fulfilling one part of the prediction 
of Elias, which he denounced againft Ahab for the 
murder of Naboth, the citizen of Jezreel. He died 




Propter 

at Ramoth, as Micaiah had foretold ; fo that, to con- of |» 
firm the Divine authority of the predictions of the x. 
true prophets, we find thefe fingula^ inftances of the j&j* 
interpolation of Divine providence. This fliould 4™" 



Italia 



difpofe us to the worfliip of the one only and true 
God, and difluade us from any reliance on falfe * 
prophets and impoftors, who are actuated by merce- 
nary views, and, inftead of leading us to our duty 
to God, divert us from it into the paths of infidelity 
and impiety. The gift of prophecy is of lingular ad- 
vantage, as men are thereby fliewn what they ought 
to avoid ; though they toofrequently perftft in their 
obftinacy till it proves fatal. This was "the cafe of 
Ahab. He difbelieved thofe who foretold his defeat 
and wasflain for giving; credit to what eventually 
proved falfe. He was lucceeded in his government 
by his fon Ahaziah. 
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(INCLUDING A PERIOD OF ABOUT ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX YEARS.] 




CHAP, I. 

The piety , as mil as civil and military talents, of Jcho- 
Jbaphat. Prophecy of Elias verified in the death of 
jfhaziah* Jehojhaphat, with auxiliaries, vanquifocs 
the Moabites and their confederates* 




HEN king Jehofhaph3t returned to Je~ 
rufalem, after his joining with Ahab 
againft the king of Syria, he was mjet 
by the prophet Jehu, who feverely re- 
prehended him for efpoufing the caufe of fo impious 
and abandoned a prince as the late king of lira el. 
The prophet, however, aflured him, that, for the 
fake of his own exemplary piety and virtue, the of- 
f ence f° r w hich he had rebuked him, fhould not only 
a chron. ' be pardoned, but that God would be pleafed to de- 
liver him out of the hands of his enemies. 



JehosKa- 
phat re- 
profcd by 
a prophet 



XIX. 



He then appointed a ge- 



Divine 
goodacfs. 



Upon the admonition and encouraging informa- 
tion of the prophet, the king offered up prayers and 
jehosha- facrificeS, as an acknowledgement of the goodnefs 
1 icimow" °^ t ^ ie Father of Mercies. 

ledges the" neral vifitation throughout his dominions, and iiTued 

particular orders to thofe to whom the charge was 
committed, to 1 inftru6fc the people in the laws of 
Mofes, and the religion of their anceftors. He alfo 
ere&ed tribunals, and commiflioned magiftrates in 
!S? 0 !? all the cities, and confiderable towns, ftrictly enjoin- 
of religion, mg them to admmnter jultice to all men, without 
ex«c!fe of rQ fy c & to perfon, intereft, or aife&ion, always re- 
jnfticc. membering they muft render an account of the 

difcharge of their duty to that Being who fearches 
the heart, and cannot be deceived. 

Having taken thefe wife precautions for the efta- 
blifhment of order and good government in the fe- 
veral cities belonging to the two tribes, he returned 
to Jerufalem, where he conftituted judges out of the 
moft confiderable priefts and Levites, giving them 
the fame ftrift charge, upon the fame principle, to 
adminifter juftice with the utmoft impartiality. 

If matters of an intricate or important nature, 
within their refpettive diftri&s, (hould be brought 
before them, they were by no means to pafs a defini- 
tive fentence without the greateft caution and de- 
No. ia. 



liberation, as nothingcould reflect fuch foul difgrace 
on a king and people, amongft whom the Almighty 
had been pleafed to eftablifti his temple, as a partial 
adminiftration of juftice. He appointed two prin- 
cipal fuperintendants out of the tribe of Judah ; 
thofe were Ahaziah, the prieft, for religious, and 
Zebediah, a prieft, for civil concerns* * 

About this time the Moabites and Ammonites ^f^k" 
made an expedition againft Jchofhaphat with a large ab-tesaoi" 
army of mercenaries, and encamped at Engedi, a confctIe - 



con 

rates aeainft 



city near the lake of Afpbaltites., three hundred fur- r jehos1ia" 
longs diftant from Jerufalem, and famous for the £ h chcoa. 
production of balfam and palm-trees. When Jeho- xx. 
lhaphat heard^ that his enemies had pafled the lake, 
and made an irruption into his dominions, he was 
much alarmed, and immediately iflued orders for cal- 
ling a general afTembly of the people in the temple. 
When they were convened, in a fervent, and humble 
addrefs, he implored the Divine blefling upon his 
arms, to enable him to repel fo formidable an inva- thc iwne 
fion. This was entirely agreeable to the practice of t a ^pV, hc 
our forefathers, upon the firft inftitution of that fa- according 



cred place J for whenever they had caufe to appre- ^fora!"* 
hend danger of being over-run by a foreignpower, 
the people were fummoned to meet in full affcnjbly, 
to implore the Divine affiftance towards the repel- 
ling the invafion of their enemies, and the mainte- 
nance of thofe pofTeffions which they enjoyed 
through the Divine bounty. Jehofhaphat mingled 
his prayers with his tears, which were accompanied 
by the joint fupplications of the whole multitude. 

In the midft of their devotions there came into 
the aflembly a certain prophet, named Jahafciel, ex- 
claiming, that their fupplicationshad reached theAl- The jewt 
mighty, who would defend their caufe, and main- ^^J? 
tain tlie religion they profefTed* He recommended pnec of 
them to prepare for a march the next day againft V1 ry * 
their enemies, whom they fhould find encamped be- 
bween Jerufalem and Engedi, at a certain afcent, 
known by the name of Sis, which, in our language, 
fignifies an eminence. The prophet added, that 
there would not be a neceffity for any exertion on 
their part ; they might therefore ftand inactive 
fpeftators of theDivine interpofition in their favour. 

M % 
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At this declaration the king and people fell proftrate, 
worshipped and adored while the Levites accom- 
panied their praifes with hymns adapted to mulical 
inftruments; 

At break of day the king went into the defert near 
the city of Tckoa, where he admonifhed tlie multi- 
tude to place their whole reliance on the Divine aid, 
according to the declaration of the prophet. He af- 
fured them that there was no neceffity for their bcinj* 
ranged in orderof battle, and that nothing more neccl 
be done than to form tines of the priefts andLevitcs, 
who ihould move chearfuily forward, chanting 
hymns of thankfgiving, accompanied by mulic, as 
upon a day of victory and deliverance from a com- 
■ mon enemy. The king's counfel was univerfally 
approved and followed; 

lit ft as the Ammonites and their auxiliaries were 
ready to begin the attack, they were ftruck, from on 
high, with fuch terror and conitcrnation, that they 
fell upon one another as enemies ; and Co frantic was 
The Am- t ^ lc rage that prevailed aniongft them, that, out of fo 

anTconfc va ^ a Ilun, ker, not one man vvas left alive When 
der«u^ n iuy Jehofliaphat took a view of the valley on which the 
eachochcr. enemy had been encamped, found it covered with 

dead bodies, and reflected that he obtained a vie- 
tbry without either toil orbloodfhed on his part, in 
joy for fo fignal a blefling, he gavehis foldiersthe 
pillage of the camp, and the fpoils of the dead, which 
were fo immenfe, that they were three days in col- 
lecting and carrying them off. 

On the fourth day the multitude aflembled to- 
gether in a deep craggy valley, called the valley of 
Beracha, where they joined in their adorations of the 
Divine Being, for the late wonderful difplay of his 
goodnefs and power. From hence the valley took its 
name ; for Beracha implies, ft The Valley of Blef- 
u lings j" and that name it retains to this day. When 
Jeholhaphat's armymarchedback againtojerufalem 
feveral days were devoted to fafting and facrifice. 
The fame of this extraordinary event imprefied 
jehoOn- foreign nations with fo ftriking an idea of the piety 

veroiby" anc * virtue of Jehofliaphat, which had been thusemi- 
Jorcign nently rewarded by the Divine protection, that they 

held him in awe as a prince highly favoured of God, 
and maintained the fame opinion during his reign. 

Jehofliaphat lived on terms of friendfhip with 
Ahab's fon, who was king of Ifrael, and had a joint 
Ma{nM?nsa concern with him in theJhips that traded toPontus 
wUh JsWp an ^^^ race * But their defignmifcarried to their very 
alah. Aha " great cxpence and detriment : for the fliips were not 

properly conftru&ed for thofe feas. Indeed, either 
through ill conduct or foul weather, they were all 
caft away ; fo that their project was rendered abor- 
tive* nor was it ever after revived. Thus much, at 
prefent, for the tranfaftions of Jehofliaphat. 

Ahaziah, the fen of Ahab and king of Ifrael, took 
up hisrefidence at Samaria. Ke feemed addicted to 

AiuSah'" r ^ c Vlces an ^ abominations that fixed a ftigma on 

the character of his father. Indeed, if poflible, he 
' m out-vied Jeroboam, the grand feducer of the lfrael- 

hS?ather * teS t0 ^olatry. Soon after his acceflion to the 
15 at cr. t ] Irone ^ t | ie T\foabites, who had been obedient to 

the kings of Ifrael, from the firft feparation of the 
two kingdoms, took the opportunity of revolting, 
nor was itin his power to reduce them to obedience. 
It happened, in the fecond year of his reign, that 
Ahaziah received a violent contufion by a fall from 
a' ! terrace, infomuch that he was reduced to a very 

Confni»an^ ac ^ ftate of health. Iji this extremity he fent to the 
iJoigoJ. god of Ekron (a) to know if he fliould recover. 



pnnccs, 



intimates 
the infa- 
jnuiis ex 



king that lie fliould not recover. When the prophet 
hail executed I lie Divine command, the meilcngers 
battened with the purport of it to the king, who was 
much fur pri fed at their fpeedy return. On his en- 
quiry concerning the matter for w hich they had ' 
been fent, they informed him that they were met by a Thep^ 
man who badethemprocecd no farther, but go back }J r c c ^ 
and tell their king, in the name of the God of Ifrael, Aimiay, 
that the hurt he had received would prove mortal. llca4? 
The king then demanded a defcription of the man 
who had pre fumed to fond fuch a mcfiage ; up6n 
which they told him that he was an hairy-man, and 
that lie wore a leather girdle. 

From this defcription the king immediately con- 
cluded the perfon to be Elias, the prophet, and there- 
fore difpatched an officer, with fifty men. to appre- 
hend him, defigningto takeaway his life for his pre- 
emption. The officer, findin g the prophet on the top 
of a mountain, commanded him to comedown, and 
go with him to the king ; for it was his politive or- 
der, if he refufed immediate compliance, to bring 
him away by force. Elias told the officer that he 
would convince him, by an extraordinary aft, that he 
was a true prophet, and no impoftor ; he would pray 
that fire might defcend from heaven, and deflxoy 
both the foldiers and officer. He accordingly pray- ^fjjj 
ed, and a fire (£) inftantly defcended, and continued aram' 
them all. The king no looner received intelligence ^j* 
of the deftrudtion of thefe men, than, iired with arc %tij 
indignation he fent another officer with fifty more. LpJ^J 
Upon his laying on Elias the fame command, en-" c F* 
forced with the fame menaces, they all fliared the p * 
fame fate. After this the king fent a third officer. 
This per fon acted very differently from the former ; 
for, when he came to Elias, initead of peremtorily 
demanding his perfon, he falutcd him with refpeft, 
and thus addrefied him : 44 1 need not inform you of 
" the purport of my commiflion, or the reludtance 
u I feel in the execution of it : therefore I have only 
44 to intreat that, in companion for the lives of both 
44 officers and foldiers, you would come down, and 
u go with us to the king." Elias was fo affelted by 
his difcrect and courteous behaviour, that he came 
down and followed him. 

When he came to the royal prefence, he without T5cpfv 
any ceremony, thus addrefied the king : 44 The Lord P h «t 
44 hath faid, Since you efteemmeno God, and unable fheiinj 
44 to tell what will be the iflue of your diftempcr, and *? 4 *|| 
44 that you prefer the God of iEkrori in point of deal, 
c< authenticity, be allured that t r hou flialt die." The 
prediction of the prophet was foon verified ; for the 
king's indifpofition iucreafing daily, he at length hutokl 
gave up the ghoft ; and dying without ifliie, wasj^jjj 
fucceeded by his brother Jehoram . This prince alfo wboii. 
followed the pernicious example oFhis father, de-§jj*| 
voting himfelf to the practice*, of idolatry, in con- 1 
tempt of the laws and religion of his forefathers; 
though, abftra<5tcd from this, his ability for govern- 
ment was confidcrable. 



At this time the prophet Elias difappeared from 



among men (c) . He left behind him, as his fticcet jjjj** 
for, in the prophetic office, Eliflia, of whom we have tafcj 
fpoken already. 

Upon Jehoram's fucceeding to. the throne of his 
brother, he formed a refolution of going to war with 



Media, king of the Moabites, for refulingto pay an 
annual tribute in flieep and lambs, which had been 
paid to his father Ahab, during the whole of his 
reign, though denied to his brother Ahaziah. In 

^ — ~. v / confequenceof this refolution Jehoram railed a very 

Upon this occafion the God of the Hebrews com- 1 confiderable army at home, and then folicited the J*/* 



manded the prophet Elias to go meet the mefl'engers, 
and afk them whether the Israelites had not a God 
of their own ? for, if fo, there was no need of con- 
fulting a ftrangc god, in this or any other cafe. He 
was enjoined alfo to bid them go back, and tell their 



alliance of Jehofliaphat, king of Judah, urging, asag*ofl£ 
motive, the ancient friendfhip that fubfifted betwixt Mo 
their refpe&ive fathers. Jehofliaphat not only com- 
plied with his requeft, but engaged to bring the * 
king of Idumcea into the league, having from 



Tfi 

he; 
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(a) Ekron vvas a city of rlie Philiflines, which fell, by lot, to the 
tribe of Judah, but was afterwards given to the tribe of Dan ; though 
it doss not appear that the Jews ever had a quiet pofieiEon of it. 

(b) Should it be afked why thefe men were fingled out to fuffer Di- 
vine punithment, when the whole nation was plunged in the fame ido- 
latrous practice and immoralities, it is cafy to reply, that thefe men fuf- 
fcred in the cafe before us, becaufc there was not the fame reafon why 
others Ihould fuffer; nor could the death of any others fo well anfwer 



the ends of Infinite Wifdom. If this cataftrophe was intended for the 
puniflimrnt of evil doers who fo fit to be made examples, as thofc wbo 
were aclually engaged in the wicked enterprise? 

(c) The facrcd records inform us, that, while this prophet was con- 
verting with his fucceflbr, Eliflia, in the prophetic oiKcc, there fudtlen- 
ly appeared a fiery chariot, that parted them ; immediately on which 
the prophet was conveyed by a whirlwind into heaven. Scci Kings ii. tu 
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divers caufes, a confitlerable influence with that 
prince. 

As Jehoram met with fo favourable a reception 
upon his application, he went to Jerufalem, where 
he was cordially received, and fumptuoufly enter- 
council tained, by the king of the place. The plan of the 
n&lcn/*" expedition was debated in council ; and it was car- 
concerning ried unanimous, that the army fliould march through 
jj£jn pC " the defart of Iduma^a, where the enemy would be 

leaft apprifed of their defign. According to the re- 
solution formed in council, the kings of Judah j If- 
rael, and Idunuea, proceeded towards the defert, 
2£"and C where, having wandered for the ^ace of feven days, 



An- 



foon after befieged by the confederate'army. 
prehending the danger of lofing it by aflault, he 
determined on making onerefolute effort. Having 
fele&ed feven hundred of his choiceft troops of horle, 
he made a defparate fally at their head, in order to 
break through the enemy's weakeft quarters ; but 
failing in the attempt, and meeting with a repulfe, 
he was reduced totheneceffity of favinghimfelf by a 
precipitate retreat to the town in which he had taken 
refuge. This difappointment aggravated by others, 
induced him to an adtion the moll: horrid and bar- 
barous that frantic defpair could poflibly fuggeft. 
He took his eldeft fon, the heir-apparent^ and lacrifi- 



forccsthey were greatly diftrcfled for want of water both J cedhim upon the walls of the town, in view of the 



their _ _ 

town for their men and cattle, infomuch that they funk 
ofvratcr. into the utmoft defpondency. Jehoram was io par- 
ticularly diftreflcd, that he impatiently exclaimed, 
" What have thefe three kings done, to be delivered 
up captives to the Moabites without refiftance ?"But 
Jeholhaphatbearing the calamity withpiousrefigna- 
tion,endeavoured tofoothethe affliction of Jehoram 
and advifed him to enquire if there was a prophet of 
the Lord at hand, in order to afk of him counfel 
concerning the Divine will. Being informed, by a 
fcrvant, that he had feenElifha, the fon of Shabat, 
and difciple of Elias, there, the three kings, on the 
propdfal of Jehofhaphat,immediately repaired to the 
prophet, and enquired of him what would be the 
confequence of the army's being wholly deftitute of 



enemy's army. The kings were fo affedled at the The King 
horrid fpediacle, that, imprefled by the feelings of fj^ s 
humanity, and a refle&ion on the viciflitudes of fop- hVcideft 
tune, they raifed their fiege and retired to their own fon - 
country. Jeholhaphatlivcd in peace after this expedi- 
tion the fhort time he furvived it : he foon after died 
at Jerufalem,in the fixticthyear of his age;aiid twen- 
ty-fifth of his reign, and was interred, with a magni- 
ficence fuitable to his charatSler, as he did honour to 
his ftation as a king, and to human nature as a man, 
by a conduct uniformly pious, virtuous, and juft. 



CHAP. II. 



» Eiufi? y water. Eiifhareplied to Jehoram, who was more par- foaphat. 



Jhe pro- 



of. 



forcoiinfci ticularly inquifitive, " Afk counfel of the giods of 
. your father, and of your mother." Jehoram, not- 
ll firft^c 1 * withftandingthis abrupt repty, perfifted in his ap- 
Sm^^ plication to the prophet, and entreated him to return 

a favourable anfwer, and fave the lives of tho^fands 
that were periftiing with thirft. Elifha folemnly 
declared he would returnno anfwer but for the fake 
of Jehofhaphat, a pious and virtuous prince ; and 
then ordering a mufician to be called, while he was 
finging a hymn, accompanied with his inftrument, 
the prophet recommended to the king to caufe 
ditches to be cut, which fliould be fupplied with a 
fufficiency of water both for the people and their cat- 
tle. He added, moreover, that henceforward they 
tei iif' V* fl lou ^ not experience the calamities of drought ; for 
pj/of wt" that the Almighty would enable them to overcome 

their enemies,* deftroy all their plantations, ftop their ) 
rivers and fountains, and lay their country wafte. 
Early next morning the prediction of Elifha was ve- 
rified ; for there came down from Idumaea, three 
days journey from that fpot, an impetuous torrent, 
„ which filled all the dkches they had caufed to be 

Hispredic- , J 
tion fuU u U 

filled. 

The king of Moab, upon receiving intelligence 
that the confederate kings were advancing againft 
himby way of the defert, marched out with his whole 
RSli. army to meet them on the borders, and thereby pre- 
clude an invafion. The armies of the confederates 
were by this time not far from the land of Moab ; and 
when the army of that country perceived the water, 
which, from the reflexion of the beams of the rifing 
fun, appeared like blood, they concluded that a con- 
tention/had arifen between the three kings, that their 
armies had engaged and {lain each other, and that 
they had nothing more to do than take poffeffion of 
the fpoil of an abondoned camp. Elated with this 
confidence, they afked permiflion of their king to 
rifle, which being granted, they rufhed on;as to an ad- 



Succeffton of Jehoram to the throne of his father Jeho- 

sidad^ 



g ; fo that a copious fupply was obtained for the 
refrefhment both of man and beaft. 



The king 

of Moab 



Elifia perfc 

king of Syr id) invcfls Samaria . The fiege miraculoupy 
raifed. Adad put to death by Hazael, who ufurps his 
crown. Flagitious aftions of Jehoram. El t fid's denun- 
ciation agaiiift him. ' . 

^HE late king Jehofhaphat had a numerous iflue, 2 chron.*i 
A but he appointed his eldeft fon, Jehoram, to the ^nlc - 
fucceffion. He had the fame name with his mother's ecajedb)- 
brother, the fon of Ahab, and king of Jfrael, who Jehoram, 
was juft returned to Samaria from the war with the Jof hns 
Moabites, and brought with him the prophet Elifha. propofesro 
There are upon facred record feveral memorable vSibusaaa 
paflages relative to this venerable <:hara\5ter which ofthepro- 
1 deem worthy of being related upon this occafton. P hctEli,ba 

Elifha was applied to by the widow of Obediah, 
fteward of Ahab's houlhold. She told him he was 
no flranger to the violent outrage of Jezebel againft 
the prophets, nor her hufband's prefervation of 
them, and borrowing money for their maintenance. 
She added, that her hufband dying, and leaving her 
in indigent circumftances, the creditors threatened 
to make flaves of her and her children for the debt, 
and therefore intreated him to afford her fome aflift- 
ance. The prophet afked her what fhe had in the 
houfe, to which fhe.xeplied, that fhe had only a 
little oil in a cruife. He then bid her borrow what 
empty veffels fhe could of her neighbours, take* them 
home in with her, fhut herfclf up with her two fons, 
and from her little but multiplied ftore, to pour 
into the veffels till they were full. The widow did 

as fhe was ordered, and the oil continuing to run E t -p^ s Thc" 
from her own veflel till thofe fhehad borrowed were oil otrhe 
full, fhe returned to the prophet to give him a parti- oblTdTah'f 
cular account of what had pafled, and to thank him 2 Kings 4. 
for his interpofition in her behalf j upon which he 
told her to fell as much of the oil as would fatisfy 
the creditors, as there would remain a fufflciency 
for the fupport of herfelf and family : by this means 
fhe was freed from a ftate of embarraflment. 



vantage already gained, upon a fuppofition of their || Elifha having notice of a confpiracy againft the 



» over 



enemies having deftroyed each other. But they foon 
found themfelves miftaken ; for when they came up 
to the camp, in order to rifle it, they met with anun- 
expecled reception, the confederates falling on them 
e Moab- Av ^h fuch courage and refolution,th at , being obliged 
togiveway, great numbers were flam on the fpot, 
and the main body reduced to the neceflity of fav- 
ing themfelves by a precipitate flight. 

The kings, availing themfelves of this fuccefs, 
made .an incurfion into the land of the Moabites, 
deftroyed their cities and towns, drove away their 
cattle, choaked up their rivers and fountains, cut 
down their timbcr 5 andmadc ravage and devaluation 
wherever they went. The king of the Moabites 

was obliged to take refuge in a town, which was 
No. ia. 
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f Jehoram b}' the Syrians,who had treacherously 

planted an ambufli to furprife him, gave the king ^kingof 
immediate intelligence with a caution to beware of ' |£~ e f l ^ 
a certain place, where the plot was laid, ^he kingiaidfoih^ 
availed himfclf of the prophet's information and h ? *heSy- 

_ _ ~ - riant 



advice, put off an intended hunt, and fruftratcd the % Kings 6. j 
whole defign. Adad, king of the Syrians, was fo 
incenfed at the difappointment, that he reviled his 
own fervants and threatened them with death itfelf, 
for difclofingaplot to which they alone were privy.. 
Whenit was reprefented to him,* 4 That he fliould not 
fufFer himfelf to be biafled by a groundlefs opinion, 
nor fulped: his fervants of difcovering his defign to 
his enemy when he was alfo given to underftand 
that the prophet EliHia was the man who had dif- 
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fcovcrecl and laid open all his counfels, he gave im- 
mediate orders to forae of his meflengers to go in 
•queft of the prophet ; and word was loon fent him 

that he might be found at Dathan. Upon this intel- 
ligence he immediately difpatched a number of of- 
ficers to apprehend him. They befet the town by 
night, and thereby prevented palfengers from com- 
ingin or going out. When the prophet's fervant had 
notice of this extraordinary incident, and found the 
defign upon his mailer, he haftened to him, and, 
AtUa fends with timerous accent, related the circumftance. Eli- 
hcn5 P HU- lhabid him take courage nor harbour a fear in his 
•ha. breaft, as his confidence was ever firmly repofed in 

the goodnefs and power of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence. Upon this he befought the Almighty to 
manifeft to his fervant his prelence and protection in 
fuch a manner as to infpirehim with hope and cou- 
rage, and lead him to an entire refiguation to his 
holy will and pleafure; His prayers were heard; and 
there appeared in the fight of the fervant a multi- 
tude of chariots and horl es round about Elifha, as a 
wonaetful guard to his perfon. This diflipated the fear, and 
ill h7sd n e C - animated the courage of the fervant, as well as con- I 
livcrancc firmed the charafter and office of his raafter. 

After this the prophet entreated that the Syrians 
ini^iit have fuch a mift call before their eyes, as to 
affedt their fight, fo that they fhould not difcern 
him from another man. In confidence of the grant 
of his requeft, he went into the midftof the troops, 
and alked theni whom they fought ? They anfwer- 
ed, 4< Elilha the prophet upon which iie told 
them, if they would follow him, he would lead them 
to the place wliere he was to be found. Thefe men 
whofe underftanding became impaired as well as 
their light, followed him with the greateft chear- 
fulnefs, till at length he brought them to Samaria. 
Upon their entrance into the city, king Jehoram, at 
draws the the inftance of the prophet, commanded thegat^s 
|y»an5 to to be Ihut, and the Syrians to be furrounded. Elilha 
amana. intreated that their fight might be reftored ; 

and his prayer being granted, the mift was with- 
drawn, and to their great aftonilhment, the Syrians 
faw themfelves furrounded by their enemies in their 
own capital, Samaria. 

While the Syrians were in this ftate of danger and 
fufpenfe, apprehending nothing but a retaliation of 
injuries from a profefled enemy, the king propofed 
jehoramij to the prophet the putting them all to death:-but 
^wthem 0 this he abfolutely rejected, as a means totally incon- 
to death, fiftent with honour, juftice, and humanity, and ne- 
ver juftifiable but inielf defence, or when viftory is 
obtained in battle. He obfervedthat thefe men had 
been guilty of no adtof hoftility upon his territories, 
but only were brought thither by the Divine will, 
and through the Divine power, without any mali- 
The cious intention, and without their own knowledge, 
phecintcr- The prophet, from thefe confiderations, recom- 
th°e f ?rbc- mended to the king that they Ihould be treated not 
half. only with lenity, butholpitality, and, after affording 

them every comfortable refreniment,difmifled with- 
honLaMy out the leaft annoyance. Jehoram followed his 

fcnfback nJcoun ^ 5 *° ^ iat ' a f ter a fptendid and fumptuous 

regale, they were fent home to their king without 

offer of the leaft injury. 
Upon their return they related to the king the 
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to engage him in the field through great inequality 
in point of numbers,kept within the walls of Samaria, 
dependingontheftrength of its fortifications. Adad, 
however, inverted the place, not doubting of its fur- 
rerider,' if not through force of arms, by famine, 
through his precluding them from obtaining provi- 
lions. The liege had not been long carried on before 
the people were brought to fo miserable a fcarcitv* 
that an afs's head was fold for fourfcore pieces of Agriero* 
lilvef, and five pieces were given for a pint of pulfe. £ amin *u 
In this extremity Jehoram was apprehenlive that the 
enemy might receive information of the dreadful 
degree in which the famine prevailed ; fo that he 
daily walked round the fortifications, had an eye 
upon the guards, and was very attentive that no per- 
fon whatever Ihould enter the city without firft un- 
dergoing a proper examination. 

As the king was one day walking on the walls of 
the city, upon this bufinefs of watchful inlpc&ion, a 
ftrange woman accofted him, requeftinghis aflift- 
ance. Suppofing flie wanted food, he put her off 
with a rebuke of anger, alking her how Ihe could 
exped: relief from him, who had neither barns, nor 
any kind of provifions to Ipare. The woman gave 
him to underftand 1 lhe did not come to folicit him 
for food, but for juftice, and earneftly intreated him 
to determine a difpute between her and another wo- 
man. The king alking her meaning, lhe told him 
that " Her neighbour and herfelf, having each a 
male infant, and being both ready to perifh for want 
of food, came to an agreement to kill their chil- 
dren and eat them, as the only means to prevent 
ftarving. She added, that her child was killed and * *° ll5 « 
drefied the preceding day, and the other woman Dpcl 
partook of it ; but that now, when Ihe ought, in turn, fon » 
to partake of her child, the woman had broken her 
agreement and concealed it 

Jehoram, deeply affected by this melancholy tale, 
rent his clothes, and, in a fit of rage and horror, vow- 
ed vengeance on Elilha, whom he took to be the j lc c n ^ 
caufe of this dreadful calamity. While this frenzy g™£ 
prevailed, he difpatched an officer to take off the 
prophet's head jandthe man immediately fet forward 
to execute his com million. Elilha, by the fpirit of 
prophecy, had notice of this wicked defign againft 
his life, and, therefore, having acquainted the people Refoifan 
withit who were with him , and particularly informed £*^7 
them, that Jehoram, the fon of a murderer, had fent 
an officer, with a party, who were then on the way, 
to take off his head, lie defired them to fecure the 
door and by no means to admit the officer till the 
arrival of the king, who he had reafon to be allured, 
had changed his mind, and was haftening after his 
people to prevent mifchief . They watched as they R C coiti, 
were directed, Ihut the doors upon the men when 
they came, and kept them out till the appearance ^TtS 
of Jehoram, wfco haftened with the utmoft fpeed 
to countermand the execution of the order, and fave 
the life of the prophet. 

The king, on his arrival, began to reproach the 
prophet with inhumanity, in beholding himfelf and 
his % people reduced to luch extremity of diftrefs, with- 
out interpofing, and offering up one prayer for their 
relief. The prophet then encouraged and comforted 
him with this promife and alfurance, " That by the 
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w ?ougVt°onparticulars of this ftrange event, which ftruck him J J " be fo abundantly ftored with all kinds of provi-o' 



the mind 
of Adad 



with convidtion, that it was certainly brought about 
by the difplay of a Divine power, and that what the 
prophet had delivered were the dictates of Divine 
infpiration. He therefore determined to make no 
more fecret attempts upon the king of Ifrael; but 
refolved however, upon an open war, relying on the 
AJadrc- ftrength^nd power of fuperior numbers, 
newshofti- In confequence of this resolution Adad railed a 
bXgw'sa- formidable army and marched with his whole force 
matin. againft Jehoram, who thinking himfelf incompetent 



" fame hour on the following day, Samaria Ihould £ i; f |, a nr> 
" be fo abundantly ftored with all kinds of provi- nl [|Jg[ 
cc fions, that the market price of a meafure of fine &y. 



" flour Ihould be only a Ihekel ; and that two mea- 
" fures of barley Ihould be fold for the fame fum#" 
This predi&ion was credited by the king, and thofe 
of his attendants, who had feen different proofs of 
the prophet's veracity. They rejoiced in the prefage 
as if already accomplifhed, and bore their prefent 
diftrefles with a degree of patient relignation, being 
revived by the hope of a fpeedy relief. But one or 
theking's favourite officers, who commanded a third 



(<*) The minner in which this melancholy ftory is related in thefcrip- 
tnrc is as follows : "And as the king of Ifrael was patting by upon the 
" wall, there cried a woman unto him, frying, Help, my lord, O king. 
And he fold, If the Lord do not help thee, whence (hall I help thee I 
out of the barn- floor or out of the wine-pre fs? And the king faid unto 
her, What aileth thee? And flic anfwercd, This woman faid unto 
uk, Give thy fon that we may cat bun to.day, and we will cat my 



tt 
It 



t( fon to-morrow. So we boiled my fon and did eat him : and I faid 
f( unto her the next day, Give thy fon, that we may eat him : and (he 
« hath hid her fon." i Kings, vi/26, &c. A melancholy ftory indeed! ' 
and a terrible difplay of that Divine vengeance which Mofcs had long 
before told the Ifraclites would befall them, if tbey rebelled againft 
God. Sec Dcut. xxviii. 5:. 
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of his army? could not be brought to place any con- 
fidence in it ; on the contrary, as the king was that 
day familiarly leaning on his moulder, he affirmed it 
to be " a thing impoffible, unlefs it fhould rain 
< 4 meal from heaven/' The prophet made him a 
brief reply to this effect, " That himfelf fhould fee 
<c the plenty, but fhould not be permitted totafteof 
4< it." And thispredi&ion accordingly came to pafs. 

There was a law in Samaria, that no perfons af- 
fected with the leprofy, and whofe bodies were not 
jicings«7. cleanfed from it, fhould be fuffered to live within the 
oT" ^lls of the city. It happened, at this time, that 
^iwicpew there were four leprous perfons that had their habi- 
tations without the gates. The famine raged with 
fuch violence in the city, that no provifions could be 
expe&ed from that quarter ; and to remain in their 
habitations, would be to give themfelves up to the 
nioft lamentable of deaths. They therefore unani- 
moufly refolved to caft themfelves upon the mercy 
of the enemy, who would either relieve their necef- 
lities, or put them to death; fo that their miferies one 
way or other would be foon terminated. 

In confequence of this refolution, they proceeded, 
by night, to the camp of the Syrians, whether they 
had no fooner arrived, than, to their great fiirprize, 
they found it entirely deferted by the enemy. For, 
upon the approach of the lepers, the Syrians were 
TheSTrU ftruck with a panic, by the imaginary noife of horfes 
Sreamp and armed men breaking in upon them, and con- 
in apanic. c i uc i et l that the king of Ifrael had called in the affift- 

ance of allies, and were coming to fiirprize them. 
This con j edture threw them into the greateft confter- 
nation, infomuch that they haftened to Adad, and 
told him that the confederate kings were juft at 
hand, within hearing of the march of the army. 
Adad gave credit to the delufion, as he himfelf was 
influenced by the fame falfe imagination ; fo that, in 
one general confufion, the whole camp broke up, the 

army difperfed,and every man began tofhiftforhim- 
felf,leaving their treafure, cattle, baggage, and pro- 
vifion ; in a word, all their pofTeflions behind them. 

Thelepers, having gone through thecamplof the 
Syrians, and found all fafe, firft regaled themfelves 
nioft plentifully , and then carried off a great quantity 
of gold, and other valuable effects, without findin 
fo much as one perfon in the field. They loade 
themfelves four times, and buried their treafure in a 
hole, which they dug for thatpurpofe, without the 
camp. But while they were thus regaling, and pro- 
viding for themfelves, they refle&ed that their coun- 
trymen were ftill under the difmal apprehenfions of 




tfieicpsrs ftarving in the town, or perifhing by the enemy, and 
Zuhcde- that it was butjuftice to inform them, as fotm as pof- 

S??'rif fihlc, ofthe happy event that had taken place. Thus 
am. >fl " refolved, they made the ntmoft hafte to the city, 

called aloud to the centincls on the walls, that the 
enemy had totally abandoned their camp, and left 
behind them all their tents, cattle, and treafure. 

Intelligence of this important event being com- 
municated to the king, he immediately fumnioned 
a full council, to whom he gave it as his own pri- 
vate opinion, that it was only an artifice of the 
enemy to draw them out of the city, and that, . 
placing themfelves in ambufti, they would fuddenly 
fall on them, and obtain a compleat vidlory . He ob- 
tionandV ^ ervc< *i that niight, perhaps, defpair of ftar vin 
foiotiowofthe beficged to death, and therefore had recourfe 

ana council to t ' 1IS i nvent i° n to fnrprize them, and thereby gain 
vjpomhe their point. From thence he inferred the expedi- 
s$^f the ency of guarding againft fuch a. defign, and deli- 
% ' berating on meafures with the greateft caution. 
One of the council flood up, and, with due defe- 
rence to that venerable boardt gave his opinion in 
concurrence with that of the king, obferving fur- 
ther, that it would be proper to fend two horfemen 
as far as the river Jordan for difcovery, and if their 
fuggeftions were juftly founded, and they fhould be 
made prifoners, the lofs would not be confiderable ; 
but if they did not difcovcr any part of the enemy, 
they might reafonably fuppofe that all was fafe, and 
that the}' had retired to their own countrj r . 
The kingreadily aflentingtothelaft propofal, two 
fcouts were immediately difpatchedfor intelligence. 
In a (horttime they re turned, and reported, that not 
one individual of the enemy was to be feen ; but that 
they faw abundance of corn, arms, and other artU \ 
cles which they had left behind them, that they might 



be light and more expeditious in their flight. Upon 
this information, the people, at the king's command, 
rufhed out of the city, in great numbers, in order 
to pillage the enemy's deferted camp, where they ' 
found an immenfe booty, in treafure and cattle, ana 
fuch Sn incredible flock of grain, that, in a moft 
amazing fupcrabundance,they forgot their fcarcity; rwmipou- 
for two meafures of barley were fold for one fhekel, 
and a meafure of flour at the fame price, accdrd- booty car- 
ing to the prediction of Eiifha. This meafure rlcdoff/ 
contains about an Italian bufhei and an half. 

The officer, who difputed the veracity of the pro- Prop j, ecr 
phecy , was appointed by the king to guard the%ate, ref P e<±in$ 
which led from the city to the campy in 6rder to ^525^" 
prevent diforder, and their crufhing one another to offi . c * r . ; 
death in the fally j but the crowd: prefTed on him vcn e *** 
with fuch vehemence thathe was trampled to death: 
fo that, though he faw the great abundance of pro- 
vifions afterwards brought to market, yet, as the 
prophet had foretold, he did not tafte therefore. 

When Adad, upon the miraculous raifing of the zXl - n5 j. 
fiege of Samaria, had efcaped to Damafcus, and was 
informed, that all the alarms of chariots and horfe- 
men, that had given fuch an irreparable rout to him 
and his army 5 were, in truth, nothing more than 
judicial impreflions of fright and terror, without., 
any foundation, he looked upon it as a declaration 
from heaven againft him ; and. this anxiety of 
thought made him as fick in body as in mind. 

Adad, being informed that Eliilia was at this time Adadde- 
in Damafcus, he fent Hazael (who was now become p« e j 
one of his prime tninifters) with magnificent 4>re- confide 
fents to the prophet, and to enquire whether or not ^"hSt^ 
he fhould recover from the ficknefs under which he covery 
then laboured. The noble mefleagfcr took with ^^Ou 
him forty camels, loaded with the choiceft curiofi- 
ties that either the town or country afforded, and 
meeting Eiifha on the way, faluted him, with the 
greateft reverence, in the name, and by the com- 
mand, of king Adad, telling him, at the fame time, 
that he had commiflion to offer him prefents, and 
alfb to confult him about his difeafe, whether or 
not he might hope for relief. The prophet aflured 
Hazael, that the king was to die, but charged him EH$ha 
not to difclofe it to him. The meflenger was much 
affe&ed by this melancholy prefage ; and Eiifha of Adad. 
poured forth tears abundantly, on contemplation of 
the miferies the people were to undergo after the 
deceafe of Adad. When Hazael enquired of the 
prophet the caufe of his exceflive grief, he replied, 
" I cannot refrain from weeping, when I contem- Aifothe* 

cc plate on the calamities which you yourfelf are to of" 
cc bring upon thepeople of Ifrael. You will put their the ifracU 
cC ftrong men to the fword, burn their fenced cities, theVyianoy 
u dafli their children againft theftones, and deftroy ° f h "£ acl * 
" their women in a ftate of pregnancy." When reig^tht 
Hazael, fR-uck with furprize, alked, by what power ^ h ^ # 
he was to perpetrate all thefe evils, the prophet „af- 
fured him he had received Divine intimation tHSt 

he was to reign in Syria. 

Thefe words of Eiifha fixed the ambition of Ha- 
zael, who immediately left the prophet, arfd return- 
ing to the kin^his mafter, gave him great hopes of 
recovery. Thie, however, the treacherous .courtier Adad pac 
took care to prevent himfelf; for the next morninghe d ^ cU 
put him to death, by ftiflinghim with a cloth dipped who take/ 
in water, and took poffeflion of his palace and go- £? h!?£Sl 
vernment. Adad was an active prince, and greatly venneau. 
beloved by his people, infomuch that, to this day, the ' 
memory of Adad, and Hazael his fucceffor, is ho- 
noured by theSyrians,for their generofity in general ; 
and the magnificence of the temples they erected at 
Damafcus, together with the ornaments with which 
they embellifhed the city inparticular. Their images 
arc daily carried in grand proceflion, and much ef- nourabi^^ 
teemed for their antiquity ; for feveral hundred years JJSf £™ **r 
have elapfed from the time of the exiftence of their '.{j^'j^J ; 
original. The death of Adad gave reft to the king JJJ 
of Ifrael, delivered him from the apprehenfions p^»- 
which had long diftnrbed his quiet, and afforded 
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him the enjoyment of an interval of peacfe 

Whenjehoram, the king of Jcrufalem, (who, as 
already obferved, had.the fame name as the king of 
Ifrael), afcended the throne, he fullied the^ com- 
mencement of his reign by the llaughter of his brof 
therandhis father's friends, and the commiffio^ of 
deeds, in general, as furpafs, if poffible, the liioft 
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Book lx. 



1 Kinj? S. 
Jehoram, 
King of 
Juilah, a 
cruel an I 
fm [n ons 
prince. 



having at this time revolted from 



« 

abandoned of his predeceflbrs. Indeed, he was chiefly 
mitigated by the example andperfuaiion of his wife, 
Gotholiah, the daughter of Ahab,to trefspafs againlt 
the laws and religion of his country, by the practice 
of idolatry, and departing from the worfliip of the 
only one and true God. Now, though the Alrffighty 
was not pleafcd to extirpate this family, for the fake 
of the promife given to David, Jehoram continued 
his provocations by the introduction of cuftoms that 
tended to the promotion of impiety, and the fubvei*- 
lion of the real interefts of the people. 
Thcidii- The IduiiKEi 

mxans re- Jehoram, and flain their former king, who had ever 
Jchoraxa? been faithful to his father, as well as fetup another 

in his place, Jehoram, incenfed at this infult, made 
an incurfion with a confiderable troop of horfe, and 
a number of chariots, into the enemy's quarters by 
night. He deflroyed thofe parts that were contigu- 
ous to his own kingdom, but did not attempt any 
further progrefs into the country. This expedition, 
fo far from filling the minds of thofe who had re- 
volted with any degree of fear and apprehenfion, 
inftigated others to follow their example ; for it 
caufed the defection of the country of Libnah. 
Such, indeed, was the frantic madnefs of Jehoram, 
The profia- that he compelled the people to go up to the high 

Sowm! places of the mountains, and there pay their adora- 
tions, and worfhip falfe gods. 

As he perfiftedin thefe abominations, fetting the 
religion and laws of his country at defiance, there was 
brought him an epiftje from the prophet Eliflia, 
which declared, ct That fince he had wilfully and 
cc prefumptuoufly fet himfelf in oppofition to the 
Cc practice and example of his forefathers, and efpou- 
fed the prophanation of the Ifraelites, and that, 
" not refting there, he had corrupted the tribe of Ju- 
dah, and the citizens of Jerufalem, from the wor- 
4C fliip of the true God, and feduced them to idola- 
" trousfuperftitions, in making gods of images, and, 
tc like Ahab, ufed violent means to compel the 
tc people to thofe abominable practices, not fparing 
the blood of his brother, and other pious and vir- 
tc tuous men, that, for thefe caufes, his family and 
<c people fliould fall into the hands of a mercilefs 
a enemy, that fliould fpare neither women nor chil- 
" ihen; and that he himfelf fliould be tormented with 
a lingering pain in his inteftines, till his bowels 
" fliould rot by degrees, and at length fall out. 99 This 
Was the judgment denounced at the Divine com- 
mand ,by the prophet Elifha,in his epiftle to Jehoram, 
who was brought too late toafenfe of his impiety; 

C H A P. III. 

The Arabian! invade Judea. Miferable death of Jeho- 
ram. Succeffion of his fon Ahaziah. 

m 

gOON after this dreadful denunciation "of the Di- 



iKsha's 
epiftle. 

2 Chron. 
41. 



cc 



cc 



death of Adad, king of Syria, entertained fanguiue s "geof 
hopes of recovering it. With that view he laid liege goS^ ' 
to it with a very powerful army; but .at the firit onfet, Jf h °ramu 
he received a very dangerous wound with an arrow andrcJut, 
from the bow of a Syrian ; fo that he was obliged 
to quit the army, and retire to Jezreel, for necefiary 
accommodations, and the conveniences of the 
cure. His troops, however, continued to oppofe' 
the enemy under the command of Jehu, to whom it 
was delegated duringhisabfence,aud who, inafliort ^J 80 *- 
time, took it by force. Jehoram propofed, on his kenh^ 
return, to profecute the war againft the Syrians ; raDll ^<fc 
but, in the mean time, the prophet Eliflia, thinking of jchj** 
it a proper opportunity for executing the orders left 
him by Elias, relative to the punifliment of the houfe J^jj* 
of Ahab, ordered one of his difciples to go to Ra- a «oinrje&i 
iiioth-Gilead, and there anoint and declare Jehu km 
king, in the name, and by the authority, of the 
Molt High.' He alfo ordered him to depart in as 
private a manner as poflible, and by no means give 



3- 



the Icaftnotice of the purportof his journey 

When the young prophet reached the town, he 
found Jehu engaged with his officers, in confulting 
what fteps fliould be taken relative to theprofecutiou 
of the war. As foon as a convenient opport unity 
offered, he gave Jehu to tinderftand that he defired 
to have a conference with him in private. The ge- 
neral immediately retired with him into an inner 
chamber, which they had no fooner entered f than the 
young prophet, taking out a phial of oil, poured it 
on his head, telliiig him, " That God had chofen 
him king for the dcftru&ion of the houfe of Ahab, 
and to avenge the blood of the prophets that had 



been fo wantonly and cruelly fpilt by Jezebel. 



it Teha re. 
** c latcs toha 



vine vengeance againft Jehoram, an army of 
Arabians, from the borders of Ethiopia, with other 
barbarians, made an incurfion into his dominions, 

rifled his palace, and put to the fword his wives, and II Gilcad ; rmd Ahaziah, king of Judah, his fitter's fon, 



added, that 4C As Jeroboam, the fon of Nebat, and officers 
after him the family of Baaflia, had been utterly |£[*J 
extirminated for their wickednefs, fo there fliould P f °pta 
be left no remainder of the impious ftockof Ahab." 
When he had thus fpoken, he haftily left the cham- 
ber, and endeavoured to pafs unfeen by any of the 
army . 

As foon as Jehu returned to the council-chamber, 
the officers, from the appearance of the young pro- 
phet, having entertained a very mean opinion of | 
him, enquired concerning his perfon and bulinefs, 
intimating that he feemed to give indications of 
infanity. Jehu, at firft, gave an evafive anfwer; 
but that rendering them more urgent and inquiii- 
tive, he related to them all that had pafled, told 
them he was a prophet, and that his bufinefs was to 
anoint him king of Ifrael, which he had no fooner 
done than he haftened away. 

After this declaration every one of them put off 
his garment, and ftrewed it under him in token of uMmi 
fubmiflion ; and when he had taken his place they all^£ lrf f 
faluted him king, with acclamations, benedictions, 
and the founds of horns and trumpets, to congratu- 
late his acceflion to the throne. Jehoram ftill con- 
tinued at Jezreel, on account of the wound he had 
received from the Syrians at the liege of Ramoth- 



ncatli of 



all his children, except one, who was Ahaziah, and 
he very narrowly efcaped their fury. This public 
calamity was followed by the execution of thejudg- 
nient denounced againft the king, who, according to 
the prediction of the prophet, fell into a moft tor- 
menting difeafe, his bowels dropping out daily by 
degrees, till at length he expired in the greateft 
Jehoram. agony. As he lived detefted, fo he died unlamen- 

ted, by the people, who even infulted his remains, 
inferring the juftice of his punifliment from the 
enormity of his crimes. They even denied him an 
honourable funeral, or a place in the fepulchral mo- 
nument of his father. He died in the fortieth year 
of his age, and eighth of his reign, and was fucceed- 
ed on the throne by his fon, Ahaziah, 

CHAP. IV. 

Jehoram is wounded at the fie ge of Ramoth-Gilead. Jehu 
carries ok the ficge. Is anointed king of Ifrael. Pro- 
ceeds to the city of Jezreel. 



was alfo at the fame place, upon a vifit of duty and 
refpe<ft to him. Jehu therefore took this opportu- 
nity of marching with his army to Jezreel, where he 
might furprize them both at once ; but warned his 



Succeflion 
of Ahaziah. 



A 



S the city of flanioth-Gilead had been a place of 
Iouq; dinmte between the two crowns of Ifrael 



men, upon their allegiance, not to give Jehoram 
any intelligence of their delign. * 

C H A P. V. 

Jehoram and Ahaziah are both flain by Jehu. 

JEHU was difappointed in his intention to get to 
Jezreel, before Jehoram could receive any intelli- 
gence of what had pafled at Ramoth-Gilead, not- 
withftandingtheprecifion with which his officers had 
executed his orders in poflefling themfel ves of all the 
avenuesto the town, and keeping the ftri&eft guard. 
Jehoram had a centinel on the watch-tower, who 
perceiving a large body of men approaching, con- 
cluded it was Jehu who commanded them, haftily 
ran to the king, and acquainted him with the par- 
ticulars of whathehad feen, and his conjectures who 
they were. The king upon this immediately dis- 
patched a meflcnger on horfeback to the party with 
inftrucftions to learn who they were. The meflenger 
executed hismafter's orders, and, on making enquiry 



J* 

tro 
and 

by 



and Syria, Jehoram, king of the Ifraelites, on the M relative to the ftate of the army, Jehu, inftead of 
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giving him the lcalt fatisfadion as to the purport of 
his nicflagc, ordered him to fall into his rear, and 
loin the march. The mefTen g;er, in this fituation* was 
under an unavoidable neceflity of obeying ; and the 
centinel on the watch tower feeing him detained, 
gave the king notice that he had joined the troops. 
He then difpatehed another meflengcr with the 
fame inftru&ions, and with the fame iuccels as the 
former, till rouzed with refentment by fuch con- 
temptuous treatment, the two kings mounted their 
chariots, and fet out together to meet Jehu, who 
continued his march at a very regular moderate 
pace. It happened that they met near the field of 
Naboth, the Jezreelite, and very probably not far 
from the fpot where that innocent and injured man 



Jehor 



\h.° afked Jehu concerning the fituation of his ^rmy, and 
whether it was war or peace ? Jehu, in reply, caft 
a bitter reflection on the whoredom and witchcraft 
of Jezebel, his mother. 

From this anfwer Jehoram was convinced of the 
hoftile intentions of Jehu, and the danger in which 
he ftood himfelf ; fo that he gave Ahaziah to under- 
ftand he was betrayed, and then turned his chariot, 



jtbti flay* 

Jehoram. 



and endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight. But 
Jehu prevented him from effecting his dengn ; for, 
at that inftant, he let fly an arrow at him, which pe- 
netrating his heart, he immediately expired in his 
chariot. As foon as Jehu faw this, he commanded 
Bidkar, one of his principal officers, to take the 
body and caft it into the field of Naboth . This cir- 
cumftance (uggeiled to his mind the prediction of 
the prophet Elias to his father Ahab, " That his 

~ " * ' " had 

pro- 



<c whole race fhould perifh on the very ^ot he 
< c unjuftly arretted from Naboth, the legal 



" prietor." 

When Ahaziah, king of Judah, faw the fate of 
Jehoram, he became apprehenfive of his own dan- 
ger, and attempted to make his efcape, and turned 
off into a bye-path to evade purfuit. But Jehu, fol- 
lowing him to a certain bank, wounded him with an 
arrow, and caufed him to leave his chariot, and take 
horfe, in order to fave himfelf by flight. He reached 

Interred at as f ar " " " * 

jemfaiem. woum j St "His remains were removed to Jerufal 

and there interred in the royal fepulchre of his an- 
ceftors. 



Ahaziah 

morally 
woun.lcd 

by Jehu. 



the city of Megiddo, where he died of his 



^ Judah 
was as delpicable a character as his father* 



C H A P VI. 



Jezebel is put to death by command of Jchu^wh 
nates the race of Ahab, the idolatrous $rieft. 
molijbes the temple of BaaL 



N the mean time Jehu made the beft of his way to 




Jezeb 

mined to maintain her ftate to the laft, had d reded 
herfelf in her beft attire, and fixed herfelf at a win- 
dow of the gate of the city, in order to vie w the 
proceffion. As foon as Jehu came oppolite the win- 
dow, fhe upbraided him with treachery, and uttered 
thisfarcafm ; "A hopeful fervant that kills his maf- 
u ter." Fired with indignation at fuch infolence, 
Jehu called out to know who fhe was, and bade her 
come down ; but fhe not immediately obeying, he 
commanded the eunuchs that were about her to 
caft her down headlong, which being done, the 
walls of the tower, againft which fhe (truck in fal- 
ling, were ftained with her blood ; and when her 

trokt" boc *y to t ^ ie ground, it was fo trampled on by 

^Joor, the horfes as to be quite disfigured. 

h y dog 5 a Soon after Jehu and his retinue arrived at the pa- 

l Kiogsix. lace, he gave orders to Jezebel's fervants, from re- 

fpect to her exalted ftation, to fee the remains of 
their miftrefs interred with the honours due to her 
rank ; but when they came to feek for her body, they 
found only a part of the fkuli, the palms of her 
hands, and her feet, the reft havingbeen devoured by 
dogs. When Jehu was informed of this circumftance, 



(a) Befides the accompliOiment of the Divine decree, Jehu had this 
farther defign in requeuing this cruel fervice of the rulers, elders, and 
preac men of the nation, viz. that thereby he might engage them in 
the fame crime and confpiracy with himfelf; for, by prevailing with 

»iem to murder Allah's kinfracn in this manner, he bound them to his 



<r •** 



it gave him additional veneration fox* the'pyopljetic 

fpirit of Elias, who had foretold, u T.hat. d,ogs 

ihould eat theflefli of Jezebel in the field of Jez^ffsh ^'v!i 

There were at this time €cvmiyfiA m >s.p(hingJ^^ 1 
in Samaria, under the guardianflnpot the governors, . 

elders, and other great, men of thc.xiry. Jehu Vt to 
effect his intention of. extirpating the race of Ah^b* 
wrote letters to thefe guardians,, giving' them to uii- 
derftandj that, being well provided with men, arms, 
chariots, horfes, and all neceflary implements. of war> ♦ 
they would do well in felefting one of . thcjuraveft, 
youths from the ftock of Ah^ib,. under whole con- 
dud: they might revenge thedeatfrof their, lord, and 
matter. Thisinfinuation. was .thrown ^ut tq ; f<w\d 
their difpofition, and try how they ftood afFe#edto 
his intereil. Having deliberated on thp, purport, pf 
the letters with great circumfpe&on* and come to 
a refolution, that it .would be neither, prudent, or 
fafe, in their then fituation. of affairs, to opppjtc a 
power that had already defeated the united efforts 
or twomighty poteptates,itw f asunammouily agreed 
to return for anfwer, cc That they would own no 
other lord and matter than himfelf, and that they 
were entirely at his devotion." Jehufent them back, 
in reply, " That, ; as t a proof of jthe fidelity of their 
allegiance, they ftioiild fend him next day the heads 
(.f) of all the Ions of Ahab, which he ihouk^dieenv 
an indubitable teftimony, of. their good, faith ." The . . • 
guardians haying conferred, "on tjiis injunction of 
Jehu, unanimoufly agreed on compliance, and, with- ... 
out thejeaft repiorfe,: ordered the heads of all the Ahab s^o 
princes to be cut-off, put intorbaikets, and lent to juill hy 
Jezreel. Jehu, teing informed pf their arrival^ or- *|j£ e u£ 
dered them' to be laid in two heaps before the gate 
of the city, one on each fide, and to let them remain 
there that night. Thenext morning he went to the 
place, and, after viewing the heads, addrefTed the 
people to this effect : ? c I was concerned in the death 
u of my matter, but I did not flay all thefe." His 
main point was to fatisfy the people that thisrigour 
towards the hpufe of; Ahab >yas npt oniy agreeable to 
the Divine will, but confonant with the prediction 
of the prophet. - When he had extirpated as many 
of the race of Ahab as could be found, he returned 
to Samaria. On his way he overtook a company, 
confiftingof forty-two people ; and enquiring who 
they were, and where they were going, they replied 
they were relations of Ahaziah^ king of Judah* and 
were going to pay a vifit to the court of Samaria, 
being ignorant of the fate of the late kings, Jeho- Jcha . 
ram and Ahaziah. As foon as Jehuunderfltood who Ahwfah's 
they were, he ordered his guards immediately to\^onsto 

/• • J ' i t i * J be flam. 

leize and put taem to death. 

When he had advanced a little farther, he met 
Jehonadab, his particular friend, and a man of ftrict 
probity, who, after the firft falutation, highly com- 
mended him for his zeal in extirpating the race of 
the wicked Ah;»b,according to the Divine command . 
Jehu then invited him to accompany him in his cha- 
riot to Samaria, afluringhimhe c 4 Would not {pare 
one apoftate, but put to the fword all thefalfe pro- 
phets and pricfts, and thofe who deceived the mul- 
titude, and feduced them from the worfhip of the 
true God to the adoration of foreign gods, deeming 
itpleafing to a good man to fee the deftrudlion of 
the wicked." Jehonadab fubmitted to the king's 
pleafure, and attended him to the city. 

As foon as Jehu arrived at Samaria, he caufed ^ 
ftri<9: fearch to be made for all the kindred of Ahab, Urcd of 
and all that could be found to be put to death ; fo si^aru 
that, inaftiort time, the whole race was extirpated. 
He next formed a refolution of deftroying the tem- 
ple of Baal, with all the falfe prophets and idola- 
trous priefts, which defign he executed by the fol- 
lowing ftratagem. Calling an aflembly of the peo- 
ple together, he told them he was determined to * 
pay a very ftriA attention to the worlhip of Baal ; 
adding, that ^ If Ahab ferved Baal a little, Jehu 
would ferve him twice as much; for he would wor- 
fhip double the number." He then defircd that all 



Puts to 
death all 



intereft foclofely, that if any of the inferior people had be?n inclined 
tooppofc his defigns, they were, by thefe rarans, deprived of any man 
of fignre and diftincYton ro head them : and nor only fo, hut, by this 
expedient, Jehu thoughr likewife that he might, in a great mcaftire, juf» 
I tify, at leaft Ictfcn, the odium of his own ccmdu*SU 
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the prophets anclpriefts of Baal might be prefent, as 

fchimVfor * ie * iat * a £ reat Sacrifice to offer to the god of Ahab^ 
.thed™ftrucl whom they called Baal, declaring at the fame time, 

"tafeffe* t ^ ,at t ^ ie a ^^ ence °^ an y P r i e ft fhould be puniihed 
prophets with death. Havingappointedaday forthepi-opofed 
ana priefts. folemnity, he fent meffengers throughout the whole 

country of the lfraelites, to funimon the priefts up 
to Samaria on that day. Upon the arrival of the 
priefts and prophets, they were prefentcd with thofe 
kinds of veftments in which they were accuftoraed 
to perform their religious ceremonies. When Jehu 
entered the temple attended by Jehonadab, he gave 
orders thatftricl fearch fhould be made to find out 
any who were not worfliippers of Baal, as he would 
not fuffer any prophane intruder to mix in their 
facred offices. It being reported that none were 
prefent but the devotees of Baal, he ordered them 
to proceed to the performance of their ufual cere- 
monies. Juft as they were beginning, he hadfour- 
fcore guards ready at the door, who only waited the 
word of command to break in upon the idolators. 
Their orders were to put all the falfe prophets and 
priefts to the fword, and vindicate the laws and re- 
ligion of their fathers, which had beenfo long and 
fo flagrantly violated. He threatened that if any 
one was fuffered to efcape, their own lives fhould- 
pay the forfeit. The word of command was given, 
the commiflion was executed with the utmoft ri- 
gour, and every individual put to the fword. The 
temple was fet on fire, and reduced to afhes ; fo that 
Samaria was now purged of Its idolatrous abomina- 
tions. This Baaiwas the Syrian idol, to whom Ahab 
dedicated an altar in Samaria, for the fake of Itho- 
bal, his father-in-law, king of Tyre in Sidon. 

Thus did Jehu extirpate the race of Ahab, and 
abolifh the rites and ceremonies of the worfhip of 
Baal, although he fuffered the lfraelites to periiftin 
the worlhip of their golden calves. However, the 
punifliment he inflidted upon that impious genera- 
tion was fo confident with the Divine will, that the 
prophet foretold to him his pofterity fhould reign 
over lfrael to the fourth generation. 
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CHAP. VII. 

f £Is of Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, who reig 
Judah fix years. She is put to death by Jehoidi 
high-prieft, who raifes Joajb, the fon of Ahazi, 
the throne. 
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HEN Athaliah, daughter of Ahab, king of 
lfrael, and widow of Jehoram, kin^ of Ju- 
dah, was informed of the devaftations which Jehu 
had made in the impious houfe of her father, and 
particularly of the maflacre of her brother and fon, 
fhe formed arefolution of revenging their deaths by 
fo effe&ually extirpating the race of David, as not 
to fuffer one to efcape her vengeance, who fhould 
boaft an hereditary claim to the crown of Judah. 
To effedt this, fhe gave orders that not only the 
children of Ahaziah, but likewife their offspring, 
fhould all be put to death. Thefe orders were ac- 
cordingly put in execution, but, from a circumftance 
that occurred,were not,as fhe intended, fully accom- 
plished; At this time Jehofheba, the lifter of Aha- 
ziah* by the father's fide, was married to Johoiada, 
the high-prieft. Coming to the palace, where Atha- 
liah's executioners were murdering all the reft, fhe 
foimd Joafh, an infant of about a year old, amongft 
Ahaziah the dead bodies of the flain, which it feems had there 
joash ex. been concealed by the nurfe. She privately conveyed 
ceptea. jjj m to jj er dwelling, and from thence into the tem- 
ple, where fhe kept him concealed during the fix 
years of Athaliah's reign over Jerufalem and the 
two tribes without the knowledge of any one per- 

fon, except her hufband. 

After the expiration of fix years, Jehoiada entered 

into an affociation with five principal officers of the 
army (captains of hundreds) to depofe Athaliah, 

Having 

bound themfelvesbv an oath of fidelity and fecrecy, 
they applied themfelves to the execution of the de- 
fign, in which they embarked with great confidence 
of fuccefs. The officers , who had joined in the affo- 
ciation withJehoiada,difperfed themfelves through- 
^f^ { out the country, to funimon the priefts, Levites, and 
t 
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and transfer the crown to the right heir. 




the leading men of the tribes, in the name of th# 
high-prieft, to Jerufalem. ' 

As fooiias they were affembled, Jehoiada informed ^enji 
them that they were called together to confult on a of 
matter he had to communicate, which was of the ut- f 1 ^** 
molt importance to the public weal . He added,that Jern&i£ 
the bufinefs required fecrecy, in order to carry it in- 
to execution with fuccefs. The oath having been 
generally adminiftered, he opened the whole affair 
without refcrve, and then pointing to the childj^d- 
drefled them in words to this effect : " Behold your 
" king, the only furviving branch of that family, 
" which, according to the Divine promife and pre- xxii^ 
cc diflion, fhall never be wanting to fill the throne 
" of David. It is my advice that you divide your-ifca%. 
" felvesinto three parties ; one to guard the perfon ^j-J* 
" of the king in the temple, one tofecure the ave-^akj 
" nues leading to it, and the other to guard the open 
" gate that leads to the palace, that nonebe permit- 
" ted to enter, except the priefts and Levites,upon 
4 c pain of death." He alfo gave orders that a fele& 
number of priefts and Levites fliould ftand with 
their drawn fwords as a guard about the king, to put 
to death whofoever fliould prefs into the temple 
with a weapon about him, and, at all events, to fe- 
cure the life of the kino\ 



The whole affembly approved of the condudl of the 
high-prieft, whofe next bufinefs was to open a ma- 
gazine of military ftores that had been depolited in 
the temple of David, and to deliver out lances, ar- 
rows, and other implements of war,to the centurions, 
priefts, . and Levites, who planted themfelves as a 
guard upon the temple, and fo befet the avenucs,as to 
exclude all thofe who were not to enter. "When thefe J«So!ai 
preparations were made, Jehoiada brought forth the jJJ3£i 
young prince, placed the crown on his head, put the 
book of the law into his hand, anointedhim, and then 
proclaimed him king of Judah, the people expreffing 
their approbation by the loudeft acclamations. 

The fhouts of the people reaching the palace, 
greatly alarmed Athaliah, who immediately fum- 
moning her guards to affemble, haftily repaired to 
the temple, where fhe herfelf was admitted by the 
priefts j but her attendants were kept out by the 
guards, who were pofted there by Jehoiada for that 



* 



very purpofe 

As foon as fhe entered the place, and fa w the child 
upon the throne with a royal crown upon his head, 
and heaird, at the fame time, the loud huzzas of the 
people, upon thejoyfuloccafion, file rent her clothes, 
exclaimed vehemently, andcalledhcr guards ^oex-^j-fi 
terminate the traitors who had combined to deprive \ 
her of her kingdom. Jehoiada, on the other fide, ' 
commanded the officers of the guards to conduA her 
immediately out of the temple, as that place was not 
to be polluted with the blood of aforcerefs. Orders 
were likewife given that if any man fliould attempt 
arefcue, he fhouldbeput to death. Thofewhohad 
the charge of this commiflion conduced Athaliah 
to the ftable gate belongingto the palace, and there \ 
difpatched her without any oppofition. 

As foon as this defign upon Athaliah had taken 
effedl, Jehoiada fummoned the populace to the tern- ' 
pie, and adminiftered to them an oath of allegiance 
to their king, refpecling the fafety and defence of f*tfta 
his perfon, and the honour and prefervatiou of his jjjjgf j 
government* After this the king took an oath of 
religious reverence to God, and for the obfervnnce^ 
of thofe laws that Mofes received from above, and 
tranfmitted to pofterity. 

Thefe ceremonies being over, the whole multitude 
haftencd to the temple, which Jehoram and his wife 
Athaliah had built, during the reign of Ahab, kin* 
of lfrael, near Jerufalem, and dedicated to Baal. 
After deftroying the image of Baal, and all the orna " oftjl{1 
ments within, they levelled the whole ftru&ure with pi eo fi 
the ground, and put to death Mattan, the prieft, who 
was then in attendance. 

The holy temple was 'committed to the charge 
of the high priefts and Levites, according to the.in- 
ftitution of David ; Jehoiada appointing two folemn 
facrifices to be offered up every day, with incenfe, 
agreeable to the law. 

Havingmade thefe and fomc other reforms, Joafli^*, 
was condu&ed out of the temple into the palace, by »ty<£ 
the governors, officers, and all the people, and being 
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placed a fccond time on the throne, was received 
with the loudeft acclamations. A general joy and 
feftivity took place ; nor did one man regret the 
fall of the impious Athaliah. 

Joafh was feven years old when he came to the 
crown. His mother's name was Zibia, of Beeriheba. 
During the life of Jehoiada, he obferved the laws, 
and maintained a zeal for Divine worfliip. When he 
arrived at years of maturity, he had two wives given 
to him by the high-prieft, by whom he had both 
fons and daughters. Thus much, for the prefent, 
relative to Joafh, and the particulars refpedling his 
deliverance from the treachery of Athaliah, and 
his advancement to the throne of Judah. 

CHAP. VIII. 



• 1 



Expedition of Hazael againft the people of Ifrael. Jehu 
dies, and is fucceeded by his foil Jehoahaz. Death of 
Jehoiada, and apojiacy of Joafh. Hazael invefts Je- 
rufalem* Joajh is flam by the friends of Zachariah, 
whom he had caufed to be put to death. %, 



HAZAEL, king of Syria, at this time ^raged 
war againft the Ifraelites, and their king®ehu, 

*^ a ^ c laying wane a large track of land to the eaftward 



2 King** in. 
Expedition 



iLiitci. beyond Jordan, particularly in the tribes of Reuben, 

Gad, and Manafles, not only burning and pillaging 
but putting men, women, and children,to the fword, 



of fatal confequenccs both to king and natioli* 
Joafli ibon dLegcner*atcd from his late zeal for the 
caufeoftruereiigion ) intoaconteniptuousnegligencci 
of the Divine worfliip ; and the heads of the people 
were in general difpofed to follow -his example, till, 
indeed, from the baneful influence of the great, the 
apoftacy became almolt umverfah 

This declenfion from the laws aiid religion of 
their forefathers, to which they had fo inflexibly Dccicnfiort 
adhered during the life of Jehoiada, was highly ^0$?^ 
offenflve to the Almighty, who was pleafed to fend <«>mthe' 
feveral prophets to expoftulate both with the king for""** 
and people on their flagrant impiety, and to threa- l, 8 ion - 
ten them with a fevere punifhmcnt, unlefs they 
immediately reformed, and returned to their duty* m 
But the vengeance denounced againft them, and 
the repeated examples of the fate of their prede- 
ceflbrs and families, upon whom the judgement of 
heaven had been ihfli&ed, as a punifhment for the 
enormity of their crimes, wei'e not fufficient to ef- 
fect a reformation. Nay, fuch was the obddracy, 
as well as ingratitude, of the king, that he caufed 
Zachariah, fon of the late high-prieft, Jehoiada, toj^&S* 
beftoned to death in one of the courts near the tern- death at 



the com 



pie, for the freedom he had taken in temoftftrating raam i 0 f 
with him, in ftrong terms, on the general impiety, Peking, 
and exhorting both him and his people to a timely re- 
pentance, in order to avert thofejudgements which, 



without mercy. Nor did Jehu feem difpofed to re- their pe rfiftingin their iniquities, would certainly 



Death of 
Jchu.an'I 

ofhiifon. 



fent his outrages and cruelty, having, from a zea- 
lous defender of thereligion and laws of his country, 
degenerated into a negligence and contempt of 
them. He died in the twenty-feventh year of his 
reign over Ifrael, was buried at Samaria, and fuc- 
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ceeded in his government by his fon, Jehoahaz. 
Sometime after Joafli had been on the throne of 
isiv. Judah,he formed arefolution of repairing the temple 

which had been very much damaged in the days of 

Kluh 0n J e h° ram an d Athaliah. For this purpofe he directed 
kingof/u- his uncle, Jehoiada,to fend certain priefts andLevites 
psihe K ' throughout the feveral parts of his dominions, in 
ttmpicnot order to raife a fupply of money, by levying a tax on 

^ra!d(Se° tIle people, at half a fhekel a he&d. Jehoiada, con- 
ned, vinced that the people were not difpofed to apply 

their money towards the ends propofed, did not put 
the king's commands in force, and they remained 
unexecuted till the twenty-third year of his reign: 
Joafh then finding fo pious a refolution totally laid 
afide, fent for Jehoiada, the high-prieft, together 

Den nof w * l k thepriefts and Levites, whom he cenfured for 
re^Sg their negligence, and repeated his charge to them,to 
the temple fet about the neceflary methods for raiuno;the con- 

tnbution requif-ed. A variety or expedients were 
fuggefted by Jehoiada, in order to affeft the bufinefs 
jehohda's without aggrieving the people, till at length the fol- 

Sng f '° wln S was adopted as molt eligible. A cheft, made 
conrnbuti- of wood, through the cover of which a flit was cut, 
tor^i t0n4 for the purpofe of receiving donations, was placed 

over the altar. This being done, it was recommend- 
ed to the people to contribute towards the intended 
work, in proportion to their zeal for the true religion 
and the worihip of the only true God. The multi- 
tude being perfedtly fatisfied with thefe meansof col- 
* letting, brought contributions of gold and lilver in 
great abundance. The high-prielt was entrufted 
with the key of the chefts which, in the prefence of 
the king, was opened everyday, and after the money 
was counted, it was regiftered by the clerks of the 
treafury. 

When it was found that fufficient treafure was ac- 
rnficen cumulated for beginning the work, malbns, carpen- 
Jiirro!" tcrs > and other artificers were employed, and the 
c'reufri c ^ olcel t timber,aml all neceflary materials provided; 
m . [Ulti fo that, in a fhort time v the repairs were compleatly 
UtcJ - finidied. The overplus of the contribution, which 
was very conliderable, was applied to the purpofe of 
procuring- cups, flaggons, goblets, and other vefTels, 
for facred fervices* over and above the oblation of 
daily f icrifires. This important work was finifhed 
ihof tH jdtr the inimediatrcareandinfpe&ion of Jehoiada, 
auu, ^hu, with it, clotWl his life in the 130th year of his 

He was a man of exemplary piety and virtue, 
amverlally beloved by the people ; and, in confi- 

m'li"'" 1 ^ 14 ^ 011 . 0 ' '** s ^ ca< ty attachment to the houfe of 
ufc, c l* :, vul, his remains were depofited in the fepulchre 
luc. of the kin (v s< 

The 



age 



entail upon them. The prophet Zachariah appealed 
to God with his dying breath, as his judge and wit- 
nefs, that, " He fuffered only for having adminifter- 
cc ed good counfel, and being the fon or a man, who 
had deferved fo well from his king: and country. " 

It was not long before the great avenger of vio- Ha ,. elll 
Iencc was pleafed to punifli Joafli for his bafe w.n\c \£l 
treatment of his fervant and prophet Zachariah. j°j^ ,sc * 
Hazael, king of Syria, made ah incitrfion, with a 
powerful army, into his dominions 5 and having fir ft 
rifled and deftroyed Gath, proceeded towards Jeru- 
falem, where the king himfelf had takeh refuge. 
Joafh, being in no condition to make hefirtance, was 
fo alarmed at the approach of the Syrian army, j 0 a*h re- 
thatto redeem himfelf from themiferies of a fiege, jfe 1 ?*^ 
he compounded for himfelf and the city, and deli- with the 

vered up all the treafure of the temple, that which $£' C cmpi- 
was dedicated to religious ufes, as well as the dona- 1 
tionsof particular kings, to Hazael, in order to pre- 
vail with him to withdraw his troops. The value 
of the bribe tempted the invader, who accepted it, 
raifed the flege, and returned with his forces to his 
own country* 

No fooner was Hazael departed than Joafli was Death of 
attacked with a fevere diftemper ; and the friends of Joash ' 

Zachariah, in revenge for the death of the prophet, 
and fon of their late much loved high-prielt, took 
him by furprize, and flew him. Joafh reigned forty 
years and was buried in the city of Jerufalem ; but 
his late, impious courfes had rendered him fo ob- 
noxious in the eyes of. the people, that his remain* 
were denied a place in the royal fepulchre. 

CHAP. IX. 

Expedition of Hazael, king of Syria, againft Jehoahaz, 
the fon and fucceffor of Jehu, on his acccjjionto the throne, 
of Ifrael. Jehoahaz implores and obtains the Divine af- 
Jifiance againft him. Dies, and is fucceeded by his jon 
Joajb. Laft prediftton and death of Elifba. Dear// of 
Hazael, and fucceffion of his fon, sldad. 

JOASH was fucceeded in the government of Ju-aki w 
dah by his fon Amaziah, who, at the time of .his 
acceflion, was twenty-five years of age. In the hisfathw 
twenty-firftyear of Joafli, Jehoahaz, the fon of Je- Jo; " h * 
hu, entered upon the government of Ifrael, in Sama- 
ria, and held it feventcenyears. He cannot be faid to 
have followed the example of his father, which, at 
the commencements and during a confiderable part 

reign, was praife worthy , for the fon aiid fu'c- Tc?loaJiaA 

or iL 

an 

. abainlot-.:.i 

pleafed the Almighty to afflict both him vm\ his prince, 
people, by delivering him into the hands of Jj':>zacl, 
who reduced him to fo low an ebb, that he had no • 
more than 10,000 foot, and 500 horfe, to defend hiiii- 



ings xit. 



ornisreign, was prane wortny , iortncionanu tuc- 
cefTor lived in the conftant practice of all impious kins 
and idolatrous abominations- For this caufe it 



kings* felf againit the enemy, who wafted his country, and 

death of the good high-prie/l was productive deftroyed his fnbjeifts. This circumftance fulfilled \ 
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Avjhen lie told 
and take 



intercedes. 



the prediction of Eliflia to Hazael, ,wh 
him 4ie fhould kill his lord ancf in after, 
poffeflion of Syria and Dam a feus. 

In this unfortunate {luxation Jehoahaz had re- 
courfe to heaven ,by prayer and fupplica ti on ,f or d eli~ 
f verance from the po werand oppreffibhof the Syrians 



* 



«tnd obtains His humiliation was accepted ; and that Divine good- 
~^*dand inc ne ^ s > l ^ at fupports the innocent; and pardons the 



jroteition penitent, and is even dHpofed to reform, rather than 



punifli, was pleafed to grant him his requeft, put an 
end to a ruinous war by a timely peace,and reftore his 
dominionsto thebleffingstheyhad formerly enjoyed 
kfter the death of Jehoahaz ' T — ,n - ' /v - mgL£ - 




ceeded to the srovernment 



taz,' Joafbv his fiic- 
of ifrael, in the thirty- 



on 

lioahaz 

pious 
{uincc 



of je! ^venth y ear o¥ the reign of Joafti,* king of Judah.' 
a He was a 1 pious and virtuous prince, and maintained 



VifirsEKsha 



a character, for religion and government, totally 
different from that of his father. 

The prophet Elifha was no.w far advanced in years/ 
and being, as was fuppofed, upon his laft bed of fick- 
nefs, Joafh, who always entertained the higheftref-* 
pedtfor the prophet, and payed him the greateft re- 
verence, made him a vifit on this melancholy occa-" 
lion. After he had exprefled his grief for the ago- 
nies under which the good old prophet, laboured, 
and mixed his lamentation with tears, he pointed 
out the greatlofs all Ifrael would fnftain in the death 
of a father, defender, and prote&or ; as fiich he had 
proved both by his counfel and his prayers, which 
had fo often delivered them from the defolation of 
their enemies, and obtained them the moft impor- 
tant of bleffings. 

The kindnefs and compafliori of the king fo far 
wrought upon the prophet, that, having firft beftow- 
_ _ed onhimhisblelfing, he emblematically predicted 
in'h£7rfk.Tto him the future fuccefs he fhould have over his 
Wematfc^" enemies the Syrians, in the following manner : he 
prcdiaion called for a bow and arrows, and, when brought, bid 
of the pro- the king put h - s hand Upoil t ij e bow ? bend it and 

{hoot. The king then difcharged thrice, and gave 
it over. Eliflia told him if he had fhot more arrows, 
he would have reduced the whole kingdom of Syria ; 
but fince he had been fatisfied with fhooting three 
times only, he rnuft content himfelf with three fe- 
Death and veral victories over them, wherein he fhould recover 

Eufha. f uc h parts of the country as they had taken from 

his father. Upon thefe words the king went his way, 
and the prophet departed this life foon after. He wias 
aman eminent for his piety, and the integrity of his 
life ; for which he was honoured with lingular in- 
ftances of the Divine favour and regard* as appears 
froni the miracles he wrought, which ftand upon 
record in the facredhiftoryof theHebrews to this day. 
He obtained a magnificent funeral, becoming the 
dignity of this character, as a prophet of the Lord. 
Soon after the burial of this prophet, it happened 
a dead man that certain robbers caft a traveller, whom they had 

JouchVne" fla " m > into Elifha's tomb. As foon as the body of 

the dead man touched that of Elifha it revived (a) . 
Thus have we Recounted the a<5ts of Elifha, who 
feems to have had a Divine power, not only during 
life, but even after his death. 

Upon the death of Hazael, king of Syria, the king- 
dom devolved, by right hereditary, to his fon Adad, 
who was Overcome by Joafh in three engagements ; 
by which means all that country was recovered to the 
Israelites which his father Hazael had taken from 
them, according to the prophecy of Elifha. Upon 
the demife of Joafh his fon fucceeded to the throne. 

CHAP. X. 

* 

jfmaziah, king of Jttdah^ overcomes the Amatekites and 
allies. Apoflatizes^ and is defeated by the king of If- 
rael, to whom he delivers up Jerufalem. Is /lain by his 
own people^ and is fucceeded by his fon Uzziah. 

■ 

IN the fecond year of the reign of Joafh over Ifrael, 
Amaziah came to the government of the tribe of 
Judah, in the city of Jerusalem. His mother's name 



the bod 



of Elisfia. 
^2 Kings 13. 



(a) Men of fuch exalted characters as the prophet EHlha had monu- 
ments of ftone, in the form of our fquare rombs, wherein their bodies 
were depofited ; and therefore, the men who carried the dead body 
here fpoken of, flmi£ it into the tomb of the propher, that they might 
be the more able to provide for their own fifcty, That the man fliould 



was Jehoadan, a native of the place. When htR* 
found hinifelf fully eftablifhed on the throne, he re** 
vended tBe death of his father upon the heads of**fyi 
thole who treacheroufly murdered hitfrf, under 
pretence of friendfhip. But, though lie brought the 
afTaflins to public jultice, he fpared their children, f«£j 
according to the precept of Mofes, which exprefles, 
" That children fliould hot be punifhed for the 
" iniquity of their fathers/' 

After this he feledied an army out of the tribes of 
Judah arid Benjamin, compofed of men in their 

prime; arid when they l were incorporated, appointed 
officers to command them. He alio fent to the king of 

Ifrael, and hired a great number of auxiliancs,for an tioo^ 
hundred talents of fil ver,determined upon a war with 
the Amalckites, the Edomites, and the Gabinites. 
When this combined army was ready for marching 
againft them, he received a vifit from a prophet, 
who, by the Divine dire&ion, difluaded him from 
employing the Ifraelites, as they were become an 
abandoned generation, and would certainly be de- 
ftro'ited together with tliofe who joined them. The 
propftet added, that, with his own force, and the 
Divine aid, he might overcome the enemy. The 
king father hefitated at compliance with the requU 
fitiori of the prophet, as he had already depofitea 
the money for jpayment of the auxiliaries ; but on 
the prophet enjoining him to* yield implicit obedi- 
ence to the Divine Will, he difcharged the auxilia- 
ries with this farcatftic remark. " That he had be- 
flowed that treafure on them as a bounty, which 
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they had received only as hire." On difmiffing the 
mercenaries, he advanced with his own troops^ 
againft the combined army of the enemy, when he 
overcame, and cut off, ten thoufand of them in. one 
battle, and carried away teii thoufand more to the 
fummit of a ftupendons rock, where they were all 
deftroy ed by being thrown down the precipice 
then returned home with an immenfe booty. 

But, in the mean time, the hired fubjefts of the ^ 
king of Ifrael, thinking themfelves fhamefully ahd gf 
contemptuoufly difmifled, were greatly exafperated <p» 
againft Amaziah ; and, to avenge fo heinous a dif-Sj! 
grace, they plundered all the towns in their way to'^g 
Judah, killed nolefs than three thoufand men, andntt 
carried away a confiderable booty, in order to make 
amends for the plunder they had promifed^them-: 
felves in going againft the Edomites. ; * ^ 

Amaziah, elated with this conqueft over the 
Edomites, and claiming too much merit t£ himfelf,' 



regardlefs of the interpofing hand of Divine Pro^ 
vidence, fell from the worfhip o£ the true Godj;} 
for, on his return to Jerufalem, he brought with Blip'.-., 
4 the idols of the Amalekites, to which he paid , 



asfy 

I 



adoration, and offered incenfe. Tlrig; was fo dip 
pleafingin the fi^ht of heaven, that a prophet waswl 
fent to reprove him for his apoftacy, and vain cle-ir 
pendance on thofe powers which had fuffered their r 
votaries to be taken captive by the Hebrews, and 
carried, with the reft of the ipoil, like abjeft flaves, 
to Jerufalem. The king interrupted the prophet 
in his difcourfe, reproached him with want of clefey 
rence tohisperfon and charadler, and enjoined him; ; 
at his peril, not to interfere with matters that did 
not concern him. The prophet told him he would* 
defift ; but affured him withal, that vengeance 
would be the certain confequence of his perfevcr- 




ing in idolatry 

The king, however, was fotranfported with pride 
and vanity upon his late fuccefs, that he determined 
to refent the indignity offered him by the r r * 
of the king of Ifrael, whom he had difmifled from 
affifting him againft the Amalekites, and who hail 
committed ravages.in different parts of his domin 

ons on their return home. 

With this view,he wrote an imperious letter,co 

manding him and his people to pay the fame a ^ e 
ance to him which they had formerly rendered to B» 
anceftors, David and Solomon, in default of which 
he might expect a decifion of the caufe by the point, 
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be reltored to life by his body touching the bones of the prophet* , 
a very threat miracle, and moft probable was wrought that the P c ^^ 
might be convinced, if they imitated the conduct of Elifha, his v^? 
would favc and deliver them out of the greateft difficulties. 
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of the ftvord* Joafli treated his haughty behaviour 
with diftlain, and returned him an anfwer couched 
in a parable to this efted: ; 

i 

u King Joafli to king Amaziah greeting : 
" It happened upon a certain time that athiftle, 
u which grew on Mount Libanus, fent to a cedar 
u tree, growing on the fame fpot, faying, give thy 
" daughter in marriage to my fon j whereupon a 
"wild beaft palling by, trod the thiftle to the 
" ground. Learn hence to lower your ambition, 
" nor afpire to things above your reach* Be cau- 
4; tious left your pride, on having conquered the 
" Amalekites, fliould lead you to fuch a&ions as 
" may terminate in thelofs of your life and king- 

" dom." 

This farcaftic reply enragedAmaziah tothehigheft 
degree, and rendered him more furious and impla- 
cable than before ; as if Providence had given him 
up to the influence of his outrageous paffion, in or- 
der to expofehim to the ftroke of Divine juftice for 
his ; impiety . Thus inflamed he took the held ; and 
both armies were drawn up in order of battle ; but 
no fooner were the troops of Amaziah advanced 
within fight of the enemy, than they were (truck 
with fuch a panic and coniler nation, that they gave 
way on the firft onfet, and confulting their own 
fafety, fled with the utmoft precipitation, leaving 
their king in the hands of his enemies. Amaziah 
being now at the mercy of Joafh, the latter refufed 
him quarter upon any other terms, than that the ci- 
tizens of Jcrufalemlhould fct open their gates, and 
receive him and his victorious army into the town. 
Neceflity forced compliance ; fo that Joafh entered 
Jerufalem with his army in a molt triumphant pro- 
ceffion through a breach of three hundred cubits of 
wail he had caufed to be broken down, with his pri- 
foner Amaziah marching before him. He proceeded 
firft to 'the palace, and then to the temple, both of 
which He plundered of their richeft valuables ; and 
then difmiffirig Amaziah, returned to Samaria. This 
calamity befel Jerufalem in the fourteenth year of 
the reign of Amaziah. 

. In confequence of this fatal ftroke of Divine jus- 
tice, the leading men of Jerufalem entered into a 
confpiracy againft Amaziah. Havin 2* received inti- 



mationof their defign, he endeavoured to efcape by 
flight to Lachifli, a town fituated on the frontiers of 
the country of tHe Philiftines: but this attempt 
proved fruitlefs ; for the confpirators fent ruffians 
after hiih, vtfho put him to death. His body was 
carried to Jerufalem and buried in royal ftate. Thus 
fell Amaziah, king of Judah, as a punifhment due to 
his negleft of the worfliip of the true God, and in- 
troduction of abominable idolatry. He lived fifty- 
four years, reigned twenty-nine, and was Succeeded 
on the throne by his fon Uzziahi, 

CHAP. XI. 

Trdnfaftions of Jonah the prophet. Death of Jeroboam^ 
and fuccejfion of his fon Zachariah. Piety and con- 
quefts of Uzziah. His delinquency afterwards fever ely 
punifhed* Dies with griefs and is fitcceedei by his 
fon Jot ham. Divert fuccejfions to the throne of Ifrael. 
Excellent qualities of Jotham, king of Judah* Predic- 
tion of the dejlru3ion of Ntneveh, and the JJfyrian 
empire ) by the prophet Nahum. 

^ JEROBOAM, the fon of Joafh, afcended the throne 
J of Ifrael, and refided in the palace of his ances- 
tors at Samaria. He was a prince moft diflblute 
and licentious, abandoned to the moft idolatrous 
and profligate pra&ic^s, by which he brought down 

am almoft innumerable calamities upon the people of 
tout Ifrael. 

It was foretold him by Jonah the propbet, that he 
* fhould overcome the Syrians, and enlarge his domi- 



(a) It has been a generally received opinion, that this fifli was a whale, 
wn that fuch an opinion is erroneous will appear from the following ob- 
fcrvatien : Firil, we new heard of whales being found in the Meditcr- 

No. 13, 



nions as far as the city Hamath on the north, and 
the lake Afphaltitcs on the fouth, which were for- "•^^ 
mcrly the bounds of the land of Canaan, according tbtSythn* 
to the allotmcntof Jofhua, their general. Jeroboam, ftffif*** 
elated by this prediction, made an expedition againft ptopti« 
the Syrians took from them all the above-men* > oa * h ' 
tioncd trail of land, and annexed it to his own 
territories. 

As I promifed, at my entrance upon this work, to 
give a faithful and impartial hiftory of our nation, 
1 deem it neceflary, in this place, to recount the 
actions of this prophet, as I hnd them reprefented \ 
in the facred records. 

Jonah had received a Divine commiflion to go to f 
Nineveh, and denounce the deftrudtion of that great the prL° 
city, becaufe of the many enormous crimes of its in- phet Jonah 

habitants: but Jonah, inftead of obeying the Di- h afCt 
vine command, in order to avoid the danger to which obc^ the 
fuch a denunciation might expofe him, dire&ed his J^ tti 
courfe another way, and intending to retire toTar- 
fliifh, a town in Cilicia, embarked on board a veflel 
at Joppa. In the courfe of their paflage there arofe 
a violent tempeft, which fo alarmed the mariners, 
that, after labouring fome time, in oppolition to the 
winds, they found themfelves in the moll imminent 
danger of being fliipwrecked. It wasobferved that 
during the time of their labour, and -even that of 
their prayers, Jonah was the only man that did not 
exert himfelf upon fo preffing an occafiori, but lay 
in the hold totally ina&ive and ufelcfs. Themafter 
finding that the violence of the ftorm increafed to 
fuch a degree as to fruftrate all their endeavours, CuC- 
pe&ed that founufuala tempeft .was occaliohed by 
the extraordinary crimes of fome perfen on board 
the veflel ; it was, therefore, generally agreed 
amongft the crew and paflengers, that they fhould 
caft lots, to know who was the man. 

This was accordingly done, and the lot fell u]pon 
Jonah. In confequence of this the mariners en- 
quired who he was, and whathe had done, to bring 
on himfelf, and them, fo great a calamity. Jonah 
frankly acknowledged that he was an Hebrew, and 
not only an Hebrew, but a prophet to the great 
God : but that as he* by difobeying the Divine com- 
mandhad brought on the prcfentcalamity,he wilhed 
them to threw him overboard, as the only means of 
abating the ftorm, and faving themfelves and the 
veflel. 

The mariners being much furprifed at the free 
and unconcerned confeffion of Jonah, by which he 
doomed himfelf to death, hefitatedTome time, and 
endeavoured, by rowing hard, and exerting their ut- 
moft might, to reach the land, in hopes of favinghis 
life ; but finding that all their efforts were in vain, 
that the waves ftill ran higher and higher, and that 
the veflel was on the very point of finking, they 
were at length prevailed on, through the injunction J™ a £k 
of the prophet, and the imminent danger in which chefca.° 
they ftood, to throw him overboard. 

No fooner was Jonah thrown into the fea than the 
tempeft abated. It is related that Jonah was 1 wal- 
lowed up by a large fifh (a), and, .after three days, 
and as many nights, caft up again, living and found, 
upon thefhore of the Euxine Sea. From thence, 
having implored and obtained pardon for his difo- 
bedience of the Divine command, he proceeded im- 
mediately to the city of Nineveh, according to his Goes to 
commiflion, and ftanding on an elevated place, jJJ57xe- 
where he might beft be heard, foretold them, cutcstnc 
€C That the empire of Afia, was nearly at an end commit 
and having uttered this prophetic declaration he fia*w 
took his departure. This is recounted concerning 
the prophet Jonah 'in the facred writings, but we 

return to our main hiftory. 

Jeroboam, after a profperous reign of forty years, 
departed this life, was buried in Samaria, and fuc- ^"boam. 
ceededby his fon Zachariah ; as was Amaziah by iK.ingtxif 
his fon Uzziah, who began to reign over the two * 
tribes in Jerufalem in the fourteenth year of the . * • . 





ranean Sea ; and fccondly, the throats of the largeft whales are not jvide 
enough to fwallow a man. It wa&a large fid), of which ihcre arc many 
in thofe fcas, but the particular fpecics cannot be pointed out, 
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rtstpn of Jeroboam. His mother'* name wasAchi, 
aneffUe was a native of Jcnifalem, 
„«. . Uz/iah waH a prince pious, active, valiant, and 
i//zuh courteous* He made an expedition agamic his enc- 

,n#lcs l ' ,c Pliiliflincs, overthrew them in battle, took 
i'£rimincf v the cities of Gathand Jaminaby aflault, and demo- 



whom ho 
Ofcrcoracs. 



liflied their walls. 



His miH-. 

tary force. 



His next expedition .was againft 
* the Arabians on the borders of Egypt. He built a 

Uzzfah cx- town upon the Red Sea, and committed it to the 
conqucfti. guard of a ftrong garrifon. He afterwards fubdued 
amiTayshw t i, e Ammonites, who were fo alarmed at therapi- 

v fwiinder dity and extent of his conquefts, that they, as well 
cpncribu- as others, became his tributaries. 

Having thusreduced.his enemies to fubmi(Iion,he 
Attends to next direfted his attention to Jerufalem, the capital 

fonllct"* °f his dominions. He rebuilt the ruined walls, and 
tions, im. repaired that breach which had been made by Joalh, 
SSSSft"king of Ifrael, when he entered the city with his 
ntencies of army in triumph, after making Amaziah his pri- 
;etu a cm. f Qner He ere tf ec i a lf 0 feveral towers of 150 cubits 

in height ; and built caftles and ftrong forts for the 
protection of the country. He alfo conftru<Sted 
promotes acquedufts, cifterns and bafons, for the convenience 
agriculture G f hi s ca ttle, of which he hadimmenfe numbers, the 

lands about him being pafturage. As he was a great 
lover of hufbandry, he employed prodigious num- 
bers of ploughmen and planters on the plains, as alfo 
vine-drdfiers on the mountains, by which he obtained 
confiderable poffeflions. 

But the chief glory of his country lay in his mili- 
tary force, which confiftedof 370,000 feledt men, un- 
der the command of aooo brave and experienced offi- 
cers, who had been trained up in the molt perfect 
knowledge of martial difcipline* They were all 
f urniQied with fvvords, bucklers, fpears, bows, flings, 
and other implements of war, and rendered expert 
by conftant practice in their relpe&ive exercifes. 
He-' like wife conftru&ed machines (a) and engines 
for battering, and cafting of (tones and darts, with 
hooks, and other offenfive weapons. 

But at length the mind of TJzziah was fo elated 
with the fuccefs of his military operations, and the 
glory he had acquired by hip attention to national 
concerns, that he grew, as it were, intoxicated with 
the idea of his power and greatnefs, and forgetting 
himfelf, neglected the more important duties of his 
worfhip to God, following herein the example of his 
scia- father, who could not enjoy a courfe of profperity 
pro " with due moderation. 

On a certain day, that was fixed for a folemn fefli- 
val, the king, having afiumed the facerdotal habit, 
. went into the holy temple to offer incenfe upon 
the golden altar. Intimation of this being given 
ufurpsthe to Azariah, the high-prieff, he, accompanied by a 
high! P ricft train of eighty priefts, immediately repaired to the 

temple, and protefted againft fuch an aflumption of 
the facerdotalrights, which had ever been the pecu- 
liar privilege of the priefts of the houfe of Aaron. 
Azariah enjoined him to defiftfromfuch prophana- 
tion, nor continue to incur the Divine difpleafure by 
a conduct repugnant to the Divine will. 

This remonftrance had not the leaft effe&upon the 
king, who,inftead of paying any attention to it, fell 
into a violent pallion, treated the high-prieft with 
the greateft indignity, and commanded him and his 
attendants to depart upon peril of their lives. This 
menace was followed by a terrible earthquake j and 
the roof of the temple opening with the (hocks of it, 
there pafled a beam of the fun through the cleft, that 
is fmitten ftruck upon the face of this facrilegious and impious 
^ thicpro " prince, who, at that very moment, became a leper. 

This a wful judgement was accompanied withatre- 
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(a) This is the firft rime we read of any machine either for beficg- 
ingor defending towns, which is plainly the reafon why ficges were of 
fo long a continuance before thefe were invented. It is faid of Uzziah, 
that, " He made, in Jerufalem, engines, invented by cunning men, to 
" be on the towers, and upon the bulwarks, to (hoot arrows ami great 
" (tones ;** fo that it mud certainly be a miftakc to attribute the inven- 
tion of the balli/f.e, the Jcorpio, or the onagar, to the Greeks or Romans, 
becaufc we find them made ufe of in the eaft,long before the Greeks had 
brought the military art to any great perfection. Uzziah was certainly the 
firlt inventor of them ; and therefore it is faid, that for thefe, and other 
warlike preparations, his name was fpread abroad. From this time they 
began to be employed both in attacking and defending towns ; and there- 
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tie, he came to a timely agreement with him, for the 
compofition of a thoufand filver talehfs, whichhe*"?* 
railed upon the people, at fifty fhekels a head. He ■ 
died foon after, and was buried at Samaria, leaving 
his fon, Pekahiah to fucceed him ; who inherited not 
only the crown, but the ill qualities of his father, cdbyh- 
The reign of Pekahiah, however, wasbutfhort J'-fory^j^ 
after he had been vpoii the throne about two y^ars^jL 
Pekah, the general of his army,confpired againft him «*JjJ*- 
and having cut him off, with feveral of his friends a- 
bout him , ieized upon the government, which he held 
about twenty years,durin g which he was as notorious 
for his impiety towards God,ashis tyranny and injut 

ticq towards men. In the courfe of his reign Tiglath-TBeJf*^ 
Pilefer, king of Aflyria, invaded the Ifraelites, and, jjj"™^ 
after fubduing the land of Gilead the country beyond utc\jm 
Jordan, and that part of Galilee that is adjacent, as^ 
alfo Cydida and Afora, took the inhabitants prifon- 
ers, and carried them away into his own country. lC ^\ 

Jotham, the fon of Uzziah, reigned in Jerufalem 
overthe tribe of Judah. His mother was a native of pj*j£ 
that city, and her name Jerufha. He was a pious and 



fore we find the prophet Ezckiel, in defcribing the future fieges of Je- 
rufilem and Tyre, makes mention of battering rams and engines of wary 
which, in all probability, were what latter ages called the balliftxand 
catapnlras. * . 

(b) Zachariah was the fourth king from Jehu, and chcJaftofMf 
race ; in whom was fulfilled that gracious promifcGod was preafcdlff 
make to Jehu, as a reward for his courage and zeal in executing the 
judgement which God had commanded him to do in the houfe of Ahab, 
viz. that he and his family (hould fit on the throne of Ifrael unto the 
fourth generation, which was about 100 years, the lad of the family 
being this king Zachariah, the fon of Jeroboam II. 



j 

nicmlous r licet* There wrrs a phicc, at a fmall i\U 
fiance to the wc;fl ward f rom the town called Erojrc, * 
where, by the lame earthquake, one half of the 
mountain was torn from the other, and after it had 
rolled over and over, flopped at the call fide of an 
oppofitc mouiitain,havjugchoakcdiipthc high-way, 
and covered the king's gardens with rnbbifh. 

When the priefts found that the king wasinfcAcd 
with leproly , and thathc had been fmitten as a Divine 
judgement, they admonifhed him to depart the city, 
as an' unclean perfon, and unfit for common fociety. 
The difgrace of being infected with fo naufeous a 
difeafe humbled his pride fo far, that he took the 
admonition of the priefts, and having lived fome Dwarf 
time in private out of the city, (Jotham, his fon, 
taking upon him the adminiftration of government), «ffiwrf 
his grief at length brought him to the grave, in the 
lixty-eighth year of his age, and fifty-fecond of his . 

reign. Ashe was a leper, his body was not interred 
in the royal fepulchrc, but in the fame field, in a 
monument by itfelf. ;« : 

Zachariah (£), king of Ifrael, and fon of Jerobo^nj Ipopii; 
was murdered in the Seventh month of his reign^by 
Shallum, the fon of Jabelh, who ufurped the throne- tytom 
Shallum's government was much Ihorterthan thatof 7he^ 
hispredeceflbrs, for he furvived his ufurpation but mcnt *. 
thirty days. At the time of his murdering Zacha- 
riah, Menaham had the command of an army at s ^^d 
Tirzah, who, upon the news of what had befallen lWn; J 1 
Zachariah, marched with his troops to Samaria, de- fej^ 
featedand overthrew Shallum, and putting him to.han. 
the fword, was, not only with the approbation of the 
army, but like wife the heads of the people, raifed 
to the regal dignity . 

Menahemf having thus fecured poflelfion of the 
govcrnnlent, returned with his army to Tirzah, in 
order to renew the liege he had before undertaken,' 
and reduce the inhabitants to fubje<ftion. But the 
citizens Ihut the gates againft him, and refufedhim . 
admiflicn ; at which he was fo enraged againft them,' 
asrevolters, that, after making himfelf matter of the 
place, he put all to the fword without diftin&ion 
either of age or fex ; indeed, htiexercifed that mer- 
cilefs cruelty uponhis own countrymen, which would H»fc«a 
have been unpardonable even towards the moft fa- 
vage barbarians. In fliort,. his reign was one fceiie 
of murder, rapine, fuperftition, and idolatry. 
. Whenhis affairs wereinamoftdiftraftedlituation,. 
he was threatened with an invafionby Pul, king bf Ijt ^ 
Aflyria ; but not daring; to ftand the hazard of abat'-^ncdwi 
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virtuous prince, exemplary for the veneration;'^ the 
Deity, his jufticc to mankind, and his concern for 
the public weal* His care was to preferve decorum 
in all things, and re<5tify whatever was found to be 
amifs. He repaired the decayed porches and galle- 
ries of the temple, as well as the walls of the city, 
-where they were falling to ruin, and built towers, 
large and aim oft impregnable. He alfo made an 
expedition againft the Ammonites whom he over- 

the came > an ^ * a * c * u °der the contribution of an hundred 
Ammonites talents annually, thirty thoufand meafures of wheat, 
Sburioa" - an< * as many of barley. Indeed, he fo advanced the 
v kingdom, that hispeople were happy at .home, and 

a terror to their foreign enemies. 

In the reign of this prince there appeared a pro- 
phet, whofe name was Nahum. He foretold the de- 
itrucSlion of Nineveh, and the deftru&ion of theAfly- 
rian empire, in words to the following^ purport : 
The down- " The condition of Nineveh fhall be like that of a 
wehani " fifl 1 * n a violent agitation of water before a great 
the Aiiyrian " wind . The people (hall fly away before the ftorm 
fSd. " ' m trouble and confufion, faying to each other, 

" Take with you your gold and filver; butnone fhall 
<c regard it, for their lives (hall be dearer to them 
" than their treafure. Factions and divifions fliall 



prevail amongit tnem, ana tnere mail be weeping, 
c< wailing, with trembling knees, and pallid counte- 
44 nances. Nineveh, (faith the Lord) , I will ftrike 
il thee from the face of the earth, and put an end to 
" the outrages of the wild beafts that thou haft fent 
" into the world !" 

This prophet foretold many other particulars, 
which it is not deemed neceffary to repeat, as they 
may appear tedious to the reader ; I (hall therefore 
only add, that this prophecy was fulfilled an hun- 
dred and fifteen years after it was delivered. 

CHAP. XII. 

Upon the death of Jotham, Ahaz fucceeds to tie government. 
Rezin and Pekah make war upon him. Pekah over- 
throws ui/iaz. 

ihwan AVNthcdemifeof Jotham, who paid the debt of na- 
jSSa* ^ turein the for ty-nrft year of hisage, and fixtecnth 

iChro'zs' °^ J" sre *S n > Ahaz, by right hereditary, fucceeded 
1 0,2 " to the throne. He was a very wicked prince, and, 

inftead of following the maxims of his father, gave 
himfelf up to idolatry, in imitation of the kings of 
Ifrael. He built altars in Jerufalem, facrificed to falfe 
gods upon them, and offered his own fon as a burnt- 
offering, after the manner of the Canaanites. 

While Ahaz was following thefe impious purfuits, 

bn"eSng^ ez ' n 3 l ^ ie king of Damafcus, and Pekah, the kingof 
^^"slfrael, having joined in a league, marched in con- 
fae * jun&ion up to Jerufalem, and prefling hard, lay be- 
fore it a conliderable time ; but the place was lb well 
fortified and defended, that they made but a flow 
progrefs, and afterwards found it expedient to raife 
the (lege. 

In the mean time the king of Syria poflefled himfelf 
of Elath, near the Red Sea, put all the inhabitants to 
tlie fword, and introduced in their places a colony of 
Syrians. He afterwards took pofTeffion of feveral caf- 
tles &ftrong holds, harrafled the Hebrews very much 
and returned with an immenfc booty to Damafcus. 
When the king of Jerufalem had intelligence of 
Conft& t ^ iC departure of the Syrians, and apprehended him- 
b«w«n felf a match for the king of Ifrael, he advanced with 
of jS army againft him : but having, by his crimes, in- 
Wifraci. curred the Divine difpleafure, the enemy gained the 

victory, and flew anhundred and twenty thoufapd of 
his men. In this a&ion Zachariah, the general of the 
Ifraelites, killed Amia r the fon of Ahaz, inap.erfonal 
encounter. Seven principal officers fell upon the 
fame occafion. Elkanah, the general of the troops 
of Judah, was taken prifoner : and the Ifraelites re- 
turned in triumph to Samaria, graced by a long 
proceffionof captives of both fexes, and laden with 
the richeft fpoils of the enemy. 

There was at this time in Samaria a prophet, 
named Obed, who went out of the town to meet the 
army on their return, accompanied by a great num- 
ber of the principal inhabitants. As foon as they ap- 
proached, the prophet, in exprefs terms, ftated to 
the conquerors,that they were by no means to impute 

the late victory to their own virtue or valour, but 
No. 13^ 
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confider it as a judgement from heaven upon king 
Ahaz. He told them they might reft fatisfied with 
their conqueft and/poils, without making flaves of 
their own kindred of the two tribes, and enjoined 
them to fet them at liberty, and fend them home, 
without offering any indignity to their perfons, 
upon the peril of falling under the Divine wrath. 

Upon this remonftrance and admonition of the 
prophet, the Ifraelites called a council to deliberate A council 
on their future proceedings. The point in queftion iaUcd# 
being fully ftated, one Berachiah, a man of rank in 
thealTembly arofe, and put anegatlve againft bring- 
ing any of the prifoners into the tojvn, left they 
fhould themfelves thereby incur th 



Almig 



He rcprefented, that their own tranf- 



greflions 

ciations of the prophet, and that therefore it would 
be highly blameable in them to add to their number 
or enormity. The opinion of Berachiah was fup- 
ported by other leading men in the aflembly, fo that 
the officers of the army, prevailed on by the force 

of the arguments 0 - , 0 r 

freedom. They were alfo furnifhed with neceflary ^[jf - 
provifions, and efcorted as far as Jericho, on their <Uf«harge4 
returnhome, by a detached party, which afterwards 
returned to Samaria. 

CHAP. XIII. 

■ 

Ahaz forms an alliance with the king of AJfyria. Lays 
Syria wafie^ and puts the king to the fword. Death of 
Ahaz. SucceJJion of Hezekiah^ who refiores the true 
religion^ and vanquijhes the Philijlines. 

npHE fituation of Ahaz was now fo defperate, 
X that, being unable to fend a proper force to re- 
pel the incuriions of his enemies, he difpatched an 
embafly to Tiglath-Pilefer,. kin£ of Aflyria, with 
magnificent prefents, to folicit his alliance againft 
the kings of Ifrael, and of Syria and Damafcus. 

The Aflyrian monarch was fo captivated with the 
bribe,that he readily engaged in the intereft of Ahaz, 
and marching with a powerful army againft Rezin, 
king of Syria, flew him in battle, befieged and took 
Damafcus, and laid wafte the whole country. He 
tranfplanted the inhabitants of Damafcus to the Up- 
per Media, and fent colonies from his own country 
to people Damafcus. He then depopulated a great 
part of the land of the Ifraelites, and carried away 
a great number of prifoners. 

After the redu&ionof Syria by means of the alli- 
ance with Tiglath-Pilefer, king of Aflyria, Ahaz, to 
ratify him for his fer vices, took all the gold and 
liver out of the royal treafiiry and the temple, with 
other invaluable articles, and carried them with him 
to Damafcus, where he delivered them up to his ally, 
with acknowledgement of his valiant condu<ft, and 
then returned to Jerufalem. 
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Such was the pufillanimity and abfurdity of the joins u> 
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kingof Judah, that, notwithftanding the mortal en- 
mity which fubfifted between his iubje&s and thofe 
of Syria, he abjedlly condefcended to worfhip their 
gods, andjoin in their idolatrous ceremonies ; vainly 
perfuading himfelf that they would be propitious to 
his arms, becaufe he had manifefted an unhallowed 
zeal for a falfe religion. When it appeared to him 
neceflary, he would pay homage to the gods of the 
Aflyrians ; nay, he feemed to prefer every kind of 
idolatry to the adoration of the true God, and the 
laws and religion of his anceftors. He contemned 
the honour and fervice of the Almighty to fuch a ^" r *^P 
degree, that, having rifled the temple of all its veiTels pie/and 

juppreflei 

the Divine 
w ox ship. 
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and ornaments he commanded the very doors to be 
fhut, in open defiance of all that was facred ; and, in 
a word, fupprefled the Divine worfhip throughout 
his dominions. 

While Ahaz was thus carrying on his horrid im- 
pieties the Almighty was pleafed to flop his career, 
by fuddenly cutting him off in the very prime of his 
life, being only thirty-fix years of age, and in the fix- 
teenth of his reign. His fon Hezekiah fucceeded 
him on the throne of Judah. 

About this time Pekah, king of Ifrael, loft both 
his government and his life, through the treachery 
of a court confidant named Hofea, who enjoyed the 
fruibs of an impious ufurpation for the Ipaceof nine 
years, . He was a character profligate and aban- 
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done el to the higheft degree, a contemner of God, 
and an enemy tojuftice. AtlengthSalmanezer, king 

Jdandiaid °^ Aflyria fed an army againit him ; and that Al- 
undorcon- mighty aid which he had rejected and dclpifed, being 
^lil^ iuftly withheld, he was eafily overcome, and forced 
otAiTyria. to fubmit to the terms impoied by the conqueror, 

who laid him under contribution. 
Sri* In the fourth year of the reign of Hofea, Hezekiah 

afcended the throne of Judah. He was a prince of 
f«$ about a diftinguifhed abilities, and revered for his itridt 
/cform of 1 adherence to piety and jultice. No fooner had he 
worship got pofleffidn of the kingdom, than he began withfa 

laudable zeal to fet about an entire reformation in 
matters of religion. To this end he fummoned an 
afiembly of the priefts and LeviteSj whom he ad- 
drefled as follows : 

u It is unneceflary for me to remind you of the 
cc misfortunes confequent on my father's hns, in your 
cc refuting the worfhip due to God, and uniting with 
" him in the adoration of idols. But as experience 
" has now taught you how dreadful a thing it is to 
" trifle with heaven, I recommend that allpaft fail- 
c4 ings may be buried in oblivion, that you cleanfe 
" yourfclves from former pollutions, and that you 
" purify the temple by facrifices and coufecrations ; 
" in doing of which alone you may hope for future 
* e prolperity, as well as pardon for the fins youhave 
44 committed. " 

The priefts were fo affected by the king's fpeech on 
this important occalion, that they inftantly followed 
theinftru<ftionsit contained, by opening the temple, 
cleaniing it from all impurities, preparing the vef- 
fels, and laying their facrifices on the altar, accord- 
ing to the form and manner prefcribedby theMofaic 
inltitution. 

Hezekiah then fent meflengers throughout allhis 
dominions to fummon the people up to Jerufalem, 
to celebrate the feaft of unleavened bread, which 
Hecndea- \ iaL \ been long intermitted through the impious ne- 
reciaimthe gledt of former kings. He alfoexhorted andinvited 
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ifracbtcs t ] ie if rae ]ites to relinquifli their idolatrous fuperfii- 

from ido- . , . * 1# . . * 

lastjr. Hons, and return to the true religion, and the wor- 

fhip of the true God, promifing them, upon thofe 
conditions, liberty to pafs and repafs, and celebrate 
the feftival in common with his own people. He 
obferved, that he was not actuated by a principle of 
felf intereft in giving them this invitation, but a de- 
iire to promote their real profperity, as they would 
moft certainly find, if they would be guided by his 
counfel. 

But the Ifraelitcs treated the invitation v/ithfeorn, 
and held the meflengers in derifion : nay, they infult- 
Th2irraci. cc l the prophets for their good offices in admoniih- 
themeflcn-iug them to return to their duty, and foretelling the 

calamities that would befal them without a timely 
humiliation and repent mce. They not only neglect- 
ed this falutary counfel, but gratified their bigotry 
and refentment at the expence of the lives of fomc 
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ties were duly obferved, and the ceremonies regu-< 
larly pafled, according to precife form and order, 
thekingjoined in the general feftivity, and univerfal 
joy prevailed throughout Jerufalem. 

The feaft of unleavened bread was now approach- 
ing, and during the time of the^ preparation, they 
ottered up a cdurfe of other facrifices for feven days 
fucceflively. The king again beftowed upon the 
people as a bounty, two thoufand bulls, and feven 
thoufand other cattle. The princes likewife follow- t A r ®$£ 
ing the example of his liberality, added a thoufand r y fc&j^ 
bulls, and one thoufand four hundred other beafts, ***** 
infomuch that it might be deemed one of the grcateft 
feftivals that had been folemni^d from the days of 

king Solomon. 

After the celebration of this feftival, the king's 
next care was to purge the whole country, having Hczeki . 
firft purified Jerufalem itfelf from the abominations **Wb2 
of idolatry. He then appointed daily facrifices, f 0 7™£ 
according to the law, to be fupplied out of his own inr 4 

ftores, and enjoined the people to prefent the priefts 
and Levites with the tenths and firft fruits, that the 
ordinary concernsof lifemightnotdivert them from 
a due attendance on the offices of their lacred func- 
tion . He alfo caufed 'granaries and ftore-houfes to 
be built, for the common ufe and iervice of them- 
felves, wives and children, to be diftributed in pro- 
portion to their fhares ; fo that, by thefe means, the 
ancient difcipline was re ft or ed. 

Hezekiah having thus effected an entire reformati- 
on in matters of religion, and eltablilhed the worlhip 
of the true God throughout his dominons, directed 
his attention to politics, by endeavouring to recover 
thofe places which had been taken by the Philiftincs 
during the reign of his father. To.this end he made 
war upon them and over ran their country from Gath 
to Gaza, which he annexed to his own territories. In Makeup 
the mean time the king of Aflyria fent a meflage to ffi^ 
Hezekiah, to demand the tribute which his father Phai &* 
Ahazhad agreed to pay annually to the kings of Afc 
fyria, with a menace, in cafe of refufal, to lay wafte 
his country • But Hezekiah, relying on the Divine 
protection, confeious of his own integrity, and con^ 
fident of the fulfilment of the prediction of the pro- 
phet Ifaiah, was by no means intimidated by the me- 
naces of the AflVrian. This (hall fufficefor the pre-*?^ 
fent concerning the tranfadtions of king Hezekiah. ^4 

C p A P. XIV. 



Salmanezer takes Samaria. Lays wafte the kingdom of 
Ifrael. Tranfplants the ten tribes and farms a folonyof 
Chuthitcs in their country. 

HEN intelligence was given to Salmanezer, 
king of Aflyria, that the king of Ifrael had en- 
tered into a fecret treaty of alliance with So, the kinff attacked 



w 



of Egypt, he was greatly exafperated, and advance^ bylh - 




of the prophets. They proceeded, indeed, from one with his army againft Samaria. This city was be- 



ofAfljn 



enormity to another, till the Almighty in his vin- 
dictive wrath, avenged himfelf on them for their im- 
pieties, by delivering them up to the oppreflion and 
tyranny of their enemies, as will appear from the fe- 
qualof their hiftory. Many, however, of the tribes 
of Menafieh, Zebulun, and Iflachar, were duly im- 
brou»hto- prefled with thepromonition of the prophets, and 
vertSthc cordially reforted to Jerufalem, at the invitation of 
iWp f wor " Hezekiah, to worfiiip the true God according to the 

form of his own appointment. 

As foon as Hezekiah was informed that the nece£ 
fary preparations were made in the temple for the 
worfliipping of God, lie repaired thither early the 
next morning, attended by the princes, and a great 
Hegoesto concourfe of the people, and facrificed for himfelf, 

towor™Sip. f even bulls, feven rams, and as many goats. Havin 

laid his hands on the victims, the priefts performe 
the duties of their function, while the Levites ftand- 
ingaround, chanted Divine hymns, and accompanied 
the vocal with inftrumental mufic, as David had 
compofed and fet them of old. 



Snbn 
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fieged by him in the feventh year of the reign of Sxeg«©f 
Hofea 2 It luftained an attack till the third year, SamarUl 
when it was taken by aflault in the ninth year of the i st *a 
prefent king, and feventh of the reign of Hezekiah, 

king of Jerufalem. 

The lofs of Samaria was attended with the total 
deftrudtion of the kingdom of Ifrael ; for the people ofVbe 
were all tranfplanted into Media and Perfia ; and their 
king, Hofea, was carried off with them. The king of 
Aflyria brought others from thence in exchange, as new 
farasChuthath, a river of Perfia, to plant in Samaria, ^4 
and up and down the country of the Ifraelites. 

This was the miferable end of the Ifraelites, who 
impipufly, as well as obftinately, perfifted in their 

tranfgrellions of the Divine command ; nor would 
they attend to the voice and admonition of the pro- 
phets, though they were told by them, that inevitable 
deftrudtion would be the confequence of their conti- 
nuance in difobedience of the Divine commands. 
Thefe calamities took their origin from the feditious 
revolt of the Ifraelites from llehoboam, and advan- 



ExtraorJi- When this ceremony was over, the king and the ]| cing to the regal dignityJeroboam,who,in contempt 

of the laws and religion of their forefathers, drew 
the indignation of heaven upon them, by leading 



rditV a£t P eo pl e ca ft themfelves proftrate, and paid adoration 
don.inons to the One Supreme. He afterwards facrificed fe- 
0 l * CKm H- venty bullocks, an hundred rams, and two hundred 



them into the practice of the moft execrable abomi- 
lambs; befides fix hundred bullocks and three thou- |j nations: but that monfter of iniquity did not efcape 
fand other cattle, which he beftpwed as abounty for || unpuni/hed» 
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jman«cr The king of Aflyria extended his ravag 
j V anJ sS> "carrie<l all before him, throughout ~ 
lanica. Phoenicia. 

the 





inczcr 



ml 

Syria^and 

His name is recordedin the hiftory of 
Tyrians ; ^ for, in the reign of Elukeus, (as 
Mehander has it in his Annals, that were tranflated 
from the Tyrian into the Greek language), he 
Mciian- made war upon Tyre {a). Menander writes to this 
( r / t c h f f a " purport : " This king Elulasus reigned thirty-fix 
VofSnU u years ; and, upon a revolt of the Gittceans, fent a 

" fleet thither, which reduced them to obedience. 
<c The king of Aflyria alfo fent an army againft 
tc them, and invaded the whole country of Phoeni- 
" cia. A fhort time after this expedition the cities 
- u of (b) Sidon, Arce, with many others* revolted 
. u from the Tyrian to the A fly ri an monarch. When 
" the Tyrians would not fubmit, the latter renewed 
* c the attack upon them with a fleet of fixty fail, 
" and eight hundred rowers, under the cohdudt of 
U K the Phoenicians. This fleet the Tyrians encoun- 
c < tered with only twelve vefTels, difperfedthe ene- 
a mies fhips, and took five hundred prifoners. The 
naval reputation of the Tyrians was enhanced by 
this exploit. But the king of Aflyria returned, 
u and placed guards at the river and aqueducts, 
(t to prevent the Tyrians from drawing water. 
u The Tyrians laboured under this inconvenience, 
" and were obliged to dig pits to procure a fupply 
« for their relief." 



The Chuthites, who removed into Samatfa from ^gj^f 
a country of Perfia, called Chutah, compofed five thuw. 11 " 
nations, each of whom brought their refp'eftive 
country gods along with. them. Thefe idolaters 
fo incenfed the Almighty, that they were, vxfited . 
with a dreadful plague, infomuch that the greater p C Sknc«. 
part of them were fvvept from, the face of the 
earth; and finding no relief from: any human 
means, they were directed by the oracle to hay,e 
recourfe to the worfhip of the One Suprefnc God, 

as the only means of averting their calamity. Upon, 
this they fent meflengers to the king of Aflyria, 
requefting him to fend fome of the priefts who 
were carried away captive with the Ifraelites. This 
being granted, and the priefts arrived, they had The cha- 
the law of Mofes read, with an explanation X)f the j^g^r 
fame, fo far as it related to the theory and-pra&ice the tree"* 
of religion, infomuch that, through their atten- "Ra- 
tion, the peftilence ceafed. 

. The.people of that country ftilli % etain the in am e 
of Chuthites among the Hebrews; but by the 
Greeks they are called Samarians. They are fickle 
in their notions, and in their conducts time-iefving. 
When the Hebrews are in profperity, they claim 
kindred ; when in adverfity, they difclaim all con- 
nections. But this will appear hereafter with 
greater propriety in another place* 



(a) Tyre, and Tyrns, as it was anciently called, was fituared upon a 
rock, which its name implies. It is fuppofed to have been firft built by 
a colony of Sidonians, from whence the prophet Ifaiah calls it u The 
daughter of Zidon;" Ifaiah xxiii. 12. It was a place of fuch great trade 
and wealth, that, according to the fame prophet, " Her merchants were 
princes, and her traffickers the honourable of the earth." Tyre had two 
good havens, one towards Sidon, and the other towards Egypt, and was 
divided into three cities, viz. Pate-Tyre, that is, Tyre on the Conti- 
nent, or Old Tyre ; Tyre on the Ifland ; and Tyre on the Peninfula. 
The houfes in the city were lofty, and the buildings in general magni- 
ficent, particularly the fuperb temple creeled by its king Hiram, and 
dedicated to Jupiter, Hercules, and Aftarte, the walls of which were iyo 
feet high, proportionably broad, firmly built of huge blocks offtone, and 
cemented together with a ftrong white mortar. 

Tyre was taken and deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and after him by 
Alexander the Great. The latter, however, rebuilt it ; and in time it 
recovered its beauty and opulence, and was inverted with the privileges 
of a Roman city. After undergoing various revolutions in fucceeding 
times, it was finally reduced by the Turks, in whofe hands it has con* 
tinued ever fincc. Its prefent inhabitants are only a few poor wretches, 
who dwell in caverns, and fubfift by fifliing : fuch is the completion of 
Ezekicl's prophecies concerning it, of which we Qiall transcribe the 
words : «' Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am againft thee, 0 Tyrus, 
" and will caufe many nations to come up againft thee, as the fea caufeth 
€i his waves to come up, and they ihall deftroy the walls of Tyrus, and 
" break down her towers. I will alfo fcrape her duft fromjicr, and 



ft 



" make her like the top of a rock ; it Ihall be a place for the fpreading of 
u nets in the midft of the fea ; for I have fpoken it, faith the Lord* and 
it (hall become a fpoi! to the nations." Kzek. chap. xxxi. 4, 5. It 
is worthy of remark, that the -Tyrians were particularly celebrated for 
dying purple, which was firft found out by them from an accident, viz. 
a dog's lips being finally tinged by eating of the fiih called conch ilis. 
This.fifli is a buccinum; a name given by the ancients to all fiflics whofe 
ihells bear any refemblance to an hunting horn ; and it appears from 
Pliny that the famed Tyrian purple was obtained from it. The dye was 
fo much valued in the time of the Roman emperors, on account of its bc- 
ng the imperial colour, that one pound of it coft above a thoufand Ro- 
man denarii, or above thirty pounds flcrling. 

(b) Sidon, or Zidon, was founded by Sidon, the cldeft fon of Canaan, 
Joflwa calls it, by way of eminence, the Great Sidon. Jofli. xi • 8. From 
whence it has been aflerted by fome, that in his time there were two 
Sidons, namely, a Greater and LefTerj but no geographer has made 
mention of any other Sidon diftingui (bed from Sidon the Great. Jofhua 
aHigned Sidon to the tribe of. Afher, but this tribe could never get poITef* 
(ion of it. It is lit uated upon the Mediterranean, in a fertile country, and 
has a fine harbour. It has always been famous for its great trade, and 
navigation. There arc extant fome remains of Sidon, whereon are feen 
ancient Phoenician characters, the fame as the Hebrew characters, and 
which were ufed by the Jews before the captivity of Babylon. Tha 
principal deities of the Sidonians were Baal and Aftarte, or the fon and 
moon. They Jikcwife worihipped Hercules. 
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CHAP. I 



tt 



The mighty potentate, Sennacherib, demands 



Sennacherib's expedition againft Hezekiah. He violates jj " 
his oath. Hezekiah is encouraged by the prophet 



Ifaiah. 

4 

ikingsx*iii-W"N the fourteenth year of the reign of Hezekiah 
sennach C - ■ j* of j uc j a i^ Sennacherib, the king of Aflyria, 

made an expedition againft him, withanume- 
&a Z dvanccs JL rous and well defciplined army, and having ta- 
tobeGege kenfeveral of the fenced cities of Judah by aflault 
jcroiaicm. wasnovV advancing towards Jerufalem. Hezekiah, 

drSnc" r ° ^eetaing lt m °ft expedient to compound the matter, 



cc 
cc 



Sennache 
rib wage* 
war with 
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cc 
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tbeg* 

fjudah 

Egyptians? Vain and de- j*^ 



the city, or acknowledging his fupremacy. DoesJjJJ 1 



lufive hope* He trufts 1 
not only deceive, but wound him feverely. Go, 
tell your mailer this expedition is undertaken 
againft him by the Divine will and direction, and 
that, therefore, the king of Aflyria will as certain- 
ly obtain yidory over Hezekiah and his fubjeds, 
as he hath done over the Israelites." 



» t 



* > 



hoftUhie* fent an embafly to the king of Aflyria, with an offer 11 Rabfhaketh addrefled himfelf to Hezekiah's am- 



tions. 



tedcondu °^ fabmiflion, and paying him tribute; When Sen- 
° n l " nacherib heard thepropofals of the embafladors he 
determined to decline hoftilities, folemnly engaging 
iipon condition of receiving three hundred talents 
offilver, and thirty of gold, to withdraw his army, 
and give up his defign of inverting Jerufalem. He- 
zekiah complied with his terms, and, to fulfil the 
agreement, was under the neceffity of exhaufting all 
thetreafure, both of the palace and temple, to raife 
the ftipulatcd fum, and prefent it to Sennacherib. 
Thebafe and perfidious Allyrian havingreceived the 
money, receded from his agreement ; for, inftead of 
declining the fiege,and withdrawinghisarmy,heleft 
Rabftiaketh, his lieutenant-general, withFlaratta 
and Anacharis, two other principal officers, to carry 
on the liege of Jerufalem, while he marched himfelf 
with a confiderable detachment againft the Egyp- 
tians and Ethiopians. 

On drawingup their army, they pitched their camp 
ivithin fight of the walls of Jerufalem, andRabfha- 
keth di Ipatched a mefTenger to demand a parley with 
Hezekiah. The king, thinking itunfafe to go in 
Jjerfon, fent out three of his particular friends, Elia- 



bafladors in Hebrew, a language in which he was 
verfed.^ Eliakim, apprehending that what he had 
faid, being generally Underftood, might have an un- 
favourable effed on the multitude, requefted him, if 
he had any thing further to fay, to fpeak it in Syriac. 
But Rabfhaketh being apprized of Eliakim's motive 
for defiring a change of language, exalted his voice, 
and continued his harangue in Hebrew, to this effed." 



folates a 
foieron 
prdmifc. 



kim> his deputy governor, together with Shebna 
and Joafh, the keeper of the records. 

Aslbpn as they came to the Aflyrian camp, and 
delivered their commiffion to the officers, Rabfha- 
keth addrefled them in haughty and peremptory 
terms to this effedl : 



" It is neceflary that your people fhould well un- 
derftand the commands of the king, my mafter, 
as it commands them to fubmit before it is too 
late, I am aware, that it is your purpofe to amuff 
the people with vain hopes of defending them- 
felves by force. But if you have courage to at- 
tempt an enterprize, or entertain a thought of re- 
pelling the aflailants, I willfupply you with aooo 
horfes, if you will undertake to find them riders. 
But alas ! you cannot make the experiment. Thus 
reduced, why will you longer deliberate ? You* 
compliance will enfure your fafety, while a farther 
oppofition will involve you in moft imminent dan- 
ger ; for neceffity will at length compel the weak 
to yield to the ftrong." 

When Hezekiah's meflengers acquainted him with 
the purport of Rabfhaketh' s harangue, he inune<- 
diately divefted himfelf of his royal attire, put oil 
fackcldth, after the cuftom of the country, in tokeg 
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Hezekjah ground, fervently implored the Divine aid aflff^ro- 
IhcDiWnc te&ion, as the only means whereby he could ovcr- 
auiagainft COX ne a powerful and haughty foe. Having, done 
ani Afly l this, hedifpatched fome trnfty friends, accompanied 

by a number of priefts, to the prophet Ifaiah, en- 
treating him to exert his utraoft endeavours by 
prayer, to intercede with the Almighty in his behalf, 
that thereby he might be able to humble the pride, 
and power of his enemies. The prophet complied 
with the king's requeft, and fucceeded fo far in his 
interceffion, that he was authorized to bid the king 
8 ffucce«fs. anc j f r ; enc l s take courage, as Sennacherib fhould 

be overcome wi thou t a battle,and abandon his delign 
with lofs and difgrace, his pride be humbled, and the. 
Divine vengeance purfue him to his ruin. He added, 
that Sennacherib Ihould mifcarry in his Egyptian 
expedition, and returning home difappointed, 
ihould fall by the fword in his own land. 

At this very time Hezekiah received letters from 
the king of Aflyria, expoftulating with him on the 
folly and prefumption of maintaining an oppofition 
to a prince who had vanquiflied fo many warlike na- 
tions, and concluding with a menace, to fpare nei- 
ther age nor fex, but put all to the fword without 
diftindtion, uftlefs, without delay, they fet open the 
gates of the city, and cleared a free paiTage for his 
army. Hezekiah relying on the Divine veracity and 
power, was not affefted by this imperious epiftle ; 
but folding it up, laid it in the temple, and again 
had recourfe to ardent fupplication for the fafety of 



" Nineveh, where he was treacherouflyaflaffiiiated, 0 

flnrl rlipfl bv th*» hands nFh is #»lr1#»r Iritis. AArhmm(>~ 



and died by the hands of his elder fons, Adran?me 
lech and Sharezer,in his own temple, called, after 
cc his darling idol, Nifroch. The parricides fled into 
" Armenia ; and Efarhaddon, the third fon, fucceed- 
cc edto the government. This proved the conclufi^ 
" on of the AiTyrian expedition againft the people 
" of Jerufalem." * *' 



CHAP. III. 



Hezekiah^ on the fuppofed approach of death* has the pro* 
mife of fifteen years being added to his life. Perms <t 
league with the king of Babylon. Ifaiah foretells the 
captivity of \the Ifraelites in Babylon^ and the cala- 
mities of Hezekiah and his dejeendantsv 
Hezehiah. 



Death of 




HEZEKIAH being thus providentially delivered 2Ri r 
from all apprehenfion of danger from the Ally- Hp. 
rians, betook himfelf, with his whole people, j^" 
thanksgivings for' the late mercies received/ duly gerbni^ 
impreiled with the interpofition of heaven, by which tC0J P €r ' 
their prefervation was wrought, as well through 
the peftilence, as the alarm it occafioned his eneriiy. 
While he was thus pioufly difpofed he fell into a le- 
vcre diftemper, infomuch that his phyficians des- 
paired ofhis life. In this ..condition, nothing af- 
fedted the king fo fenfibly as the reflexion that, on 
his dying without iflue, tne fucceflion of the family 
would ceafe, and the kingdom be left without a 



the city, till Ifaiah returned with this encouraging || legitimate heir. Thvis anxious concerning a mpft 

important point, he addrefled himfelf to the Al- 



anfwer, that, c< His petition was heard, and that he 
iia-ah far- neednot apprehend any harmfrom theAflyriansupon 

that undertaking ; that there were happier times at 



courages 



th ^ n s of hand, in which they fhould enjoy their pofleffions in 

full fecurity from the invafion of their enemies. 99 

Soon after this the king of Aflyria, finding all his 
attempts againft the Egyptians fruftrated, withdrew 
his army, and returned home upon this occafion. 
He fpent a long time in the liege of Pelufium ; and 
at length, when he had brought his platform within 
a little of the top of the walls, and was upon the 
very point of making the aflault, he received intel- 
ligence that Tirhaka, king of the Ethiopians, was 
advancing with a powerful reinforcement to the 
Egyptians, and that he took his way through the de- 
fert, with a defign to fall upon the Syrians by fur- 
prize. Sennacherib was fo alarmed at this report, 
that he immediately withdrew his army. 

Herodotus, in the fecondbook of his hiftory, calls 
Teaimony war °f Sennacherib, a war againft the prieft of 
of Hcrodo- Vulcan, as the Egyptian king was alio a prieft of 
^ that falfegod, and a/figns this caufe for the railing 

of Pelufium. u The king of Egypt, upon this occafi- 
ct on, called upon his god for aid, which being 
€Q granted, was fatal to the Arabian." But here He- 
rodotus was miftaken.; as he fhould have written 
« Aflyrian" inftead of" Arabian." The fame hifto- 
rian adds, that cc There came in one night fuch 
" multitudes of rats into the camp of the Aflyrians, 
that the)' gnawed all their bowftrings to pieces, 
and rendered ufelefs feveral other pieces of their 
arms, even to the difarming of the Aflyrians, who, 
upon this difappointment) drew off from the 
" town." 

Berofus, aChaldee hiftorian, fpeaks of this Sen- 
nacherib, and writes, that he reigned over the Afly- 
rians, and made war upon all Afia and Egypt. His 
words are to the purport of the following chapter. 

CHAP. II. 

Judicial peftilence in the army of Sennacherib. He raifes 
the fie ge^ and return*'. home) where he is murdered by his 
two fons. 

" "\T 7HEN Sennacherib returned from the Egyp- 
iQ V V tian war to Jerufalem, he found the army he 
u had left under the commancLpf Rabffiaketh, his 



payer* 
are Hcar^. 
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*• general, alnjoft deftroyed by a peftilential diftem- 
" per,which,oSithe very firft night of the fiege,fwept 
" aw ay, in general, officers and foldiers, one hun- 
" dredand eighty-five thoufand men. Thistremen- 
u dous mortality fo alarmed Sennacherib, that, part- 
* ly through apprehenfion of Divine vengeance, and 
" partly through fear of the lofs of the reft of his 
** army, he fleet with precipitation to his palace at 



mighty, with prayers and tears, to vouchfafe to pro- foTthe* 161 
long his life, thathe might have a fucceflbr from his g^ffo 
own ftock, and not be taken from among thenum- lite, 
ber of the living, till he became the father of a fon 
to tranfmit his memory to pofterity. 

The Almighty was pleafed to companionate his 
cafe, and the rather, it feems, becaufe he was not fo 
much troubled for the lofs of his kingdom, as the Hu 
want of an heir to fucceed him in the government 
of it. Upon this the prophet Ifaiah was fent to him 
with the comfortable afliirance that, in three days, 
hisdifeafe fhould leave him, thathe fhould furvive 
itfifteenyears,andthe kingdom at length descended 
to his fon and heir. When the prophet had thus 
executed his Divine commiflion, Hezekiah, fur- 
prized at this fudden reverie of hisdoofa, and, from 
the defperate ftate of his diftemper, fearful of its 
not taking place, indicated a defire of fome token 
from Ifaiah, to make him fenfible of his authority ; 
as there is, indeed, a propenfity, in mankind, when 
they labour under difficulties beyond either hope 
or reafon, to have the caufe and end of them con- 
firmed by fome extraordinary evidence. 

When the prophet alked him what fign of token 
he required as a due fatisfacftion, he requefted that m . fade 
the fhadow upon his dial might go ten degrees to confirm 
backward from the place where it then flood . The ^^^h* 
king finding this miracle wrought from the prayers 
of the prophet, was reftored prefently to his health, 
and went up immediately to the temple, to render DiiToiutioa 
his mo ft unfeigned thankfgivings to the Father of 
all Mercies. v [rc » 

It was at this time that the Aflyrian empire wasdif- Ancmbaff 
fblved by the Medes, an event of which we {ball fromth* y 
fpeak hereafter. But Balad, the king of Babylon, °* 
fent apibafladors with prefents to Hezekiah, inviting * yonv 
him to a league of amity and alliance. Hezekiah re- 
ceived them with great courtefy, entertained them 
with royal magnincence,fhewed them the curiofities 
of his palace, and fent them back with fumptuous 
prefents to the king their mafter. 

Upon this the prophet came to him, and enquired . 
who thofe men were, and whence they came ? He re- 
plied they were fent from the king of Babylon, and 
that he had fhewn them all the richeft curiofities of 
his palace, that they might gather from thence a 
knowledge of his dignity, and thereby induce their 
mafter to pay him all due deference. "The prophet 
rejoined,/' Know that a day will fliortly come when 
c * thefe froafted treafures fhall be all carried away to 
u Babylon, and that your fons, after becoming cap- ' ?eedietu 
tc tives, fhall be attendant eunuchs in the royal pa- of the b 
" lace of that city. This I foretell vou from Divine effi^. 
authority." This awful predi$ion penetrated 
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Hezekiah to the very foul. He reflected, however, | 
that, though he could not but be much grieved at the 
calamities that awaited his houic, yet as they were 
confequent on the Divine decree, he had only to a'k 
of heaven that he might enjoy peace during the ap- 
pointed time of his life. 

Berofus makes mention of thisBalad, king of Ba- 

Tcftimony bylon. But the prophet Ifaiah, who fpoke by Di- 
et Bcroun i , n i /» A »r»iTii • • • /• 

concerning vine, and or courie infallible, inipiration, was io 
B.iUU. convinced of the truth of the prophecies, that he 

committed them to writing, and left them to the 

Coihin.v j u d£' emcu;: and evidence of pofterity . There were 
tion of the twelve more that did the fame ; and it appeared from 
rrophectes eventSj that, in all cafes, good or ill, the accompUfh- 

mcnt exactly correfponded with the prophecy. 

When Hezekiah had furvived in peace the inter- 
val already mentioned, he paid the debt of nature, 
in the fifty-fifth year of his life, and twenty-ninth 
y ear of his reign. 



CHAP. IV. 

Sw.cejjioii of Manajfch) an impiousprir.ee, but afterwards 
reclaimed through means of the Babylonifl) captivity. 
Isfuccecdcd by his fori Amon^ from whom the crown 
devolves to Jofiah. 



w 



HEN Manafieh, the fon of Hezekiah, by 
Hephzibah, a native of Jerufalem, afcended 
the throne of his father, 4ie deviated from his con- 
duA in every inftance, both of religion and govern- 
ment. Influenced by the example of thofe around 
him, and open to the flattery of fycophants, who were 
averfe to the reformation efiecled by Hezekiah, he 
ru'licd into the commiilion of the moft daring im- 
pieties, and all thofe idolatrous abominations, For 
which the fevereft judgements had been denounced 
and inflicted on the Ifraelites upon feveral occafions. 
He was fo daring as to prophane the holy temple 
proalgatc 1 itfclf : nay, his example, as it were, infe&ed not only 
andnbancU the city in which Ik "t 'uied, but fpread a contagion 

throughout his dominions. 

He began his reign with a contempt of the Divine 
Being, and the perfecution of good and holy men, 
who would not conform to his abominations. Nay, 
he embrucd his hands in the very blood of the pro- 
Hi , con . phets (.?), infomuch that a day fcarcely paffed in 
g n y -r.i w kich f° me or other of them were not put to death, 
cruciry so fo that the ftreets of Jerufalem were crimfoned with 
good men. their gore. Thefe horrid enormities called fo loud 

to heaven for vengeance, that prophet was fent after 
prophet, both to the king and people, with admo- 
nitions to them to repent in time, of their negle<St 
of the Divine worfllip, and to return to their duty, 
upon the peril of fuficring the like calamities for 
the fame tranfgrefiions, for which their brethren 
the Ifraelites, had fuffered before. 

But they turned a deaf ear to the reafonable warn- 
ing and advice of the prophets ; till at length they 
found their menaces attended with thofe dreadful 
effects, which, by a timely attention, and due refor- 
mation, might have been prevented. 

Upon their perfifting in their impious and iniqui- 
tous courfes, the Almighty was pleafed to punifli 
them moft feverely by the means of the king of Ba- 
bylon and Chaldea, who made war upon them, fent 
Manaifeh an army into Judca that overcome and deftroyed 
andcarWed the whole country, furprized Manafieh, and carried 
^P ri ^ nto him away as a prifoner at his mercy. 
a } ° n * This diftrefled and degraded fituation brought 

Manafleh to reflection, and rendered him fo feniible 
of his atrocious crimes, that he carneftly befought 
the Almighty fofar to foften the hearts of his cne- 
v pon IC . mies, that they might treat him with fome degree of 
} , : :, "" t ^ 0 lenity and humanity. The Almighty was pleafed 
im King- hi mercy to hear his prayer, fo that he was rcleafed 
dom. by the king of Babylon, and reinftated in the go- 
vernment of Judea. 
2 chron 33 Upon his arrival at Jcru&ilem, through the cle- 



Among thefe was the prophet Ifaiab, who was nov&Ap wards of an 
liuiidm? years of a-vc. In the late reign he was in j»reat emem at court ; 
and bt'tug h'urSclf of the blood royal, he thought it more jnctrmbcnr o» 
him u> endeavour to reclaim Manaileh from his degenerate and wicked 
courier. IJ.it this fo exafperated the king againll him, that, intlcad of 



mency of the conqueror, he exerted his utmoft abili- 
ties to make e very poflible atonement for his former 
crimes. His late conduct was totally reverfed, and 
he feemcd wholly intent on the advancement of reli- 
gion and virtue, lie purified the city, and confe- 
crated the temple afrelli, and made it the bufinefs of ichro. j. 
his life to manifeft a due reverence and gratitude to- ^S^. 



wards hisDi vineProteCtor . Confcious that his former wiwfonS 
mal-adminiftrationhad, in a great meafurc, been the E^^f 
caufe of the miferies which his people had endured, ra< W«. 
he endeavoured to effect a reformation among them, 
both by his example and authority. He caulcdan 
altar to be erected, agreeable to the directions of 
Mofes, and offered upon it daily oblations. . 

Whenhe had rcftored religion to its original ftate 
and purity, he attended to the fortifying of Jcrufa- thcnJ? 1 
lem, made thenccelfary reparations in the old walls, ofifcciij, 
and, as a farther fecurity, encompalled them with 
new fines* He erected feveral ltrong and lofty towers, 
ancf provided the out-works with ftores and ammu- 
nition. In a word, his general conduct was fo re- 
formed, that, from the inftant of his return to his 
duty 'to God and his iubjects, he was regarded as one n . , 

J J * . fc> . - Death of 



of /the happicft of princes. lie died after holding i^m, 
the government fifty-five years, and in the fixty- 
(eveath year erf his age, and was buried in his own 
garden. T?he cro.wn devolved to his fon Anioji, f^Mo 
whom he had by Emalfema, of the city of Jabat. li^ffi 
This prince following the pernicious example of >««»fK* 
his father's early life, and indulging himfelf in the rw8B ' 
fame licentious courfes,wasfoqn:«vr;; fled by the hand 



r ■ j 

of juftice; a confpiracy being formed a gain ft him 
by his own domcftics, who cut him off in the twenty- 
fourth year of his age, and the fecond of his reign. 
The people, however, took care to avengehismur- 
der, by putting to death all thofe who were any ways 
concerned in it. His remains were depofited in the Jo^fe. 
monument of his father, and he was fucceeded on the ^tbl 
throne by his fon Jofiah, a youth, who had attained & oa > ° 
to his eighth year. 

CHAP. V- 

Inftance s of Jo/laA's zeal for the cftabUfirmcnt of ;he true 



THE mother of Jofiah was a native of Bofcatli, 
and her name was Jedida. He was a prince emi- 
nently poffefied of the moll amiable and virtuous dif- 
pofition, and feemcd inclined to follow the example 
of David, throughout the whole courfc of his con-j^, 
dudt,in the promotion of the religion and laws of** 1 ** 
his country. Before he had completed his twelfth gj c trait . 
year, he gave aninltancc of his piety, by ^tippvcflingj'^. 
the worfllip of idols, and reltoringthe people to the* 
religion of the true God. Such of the ordinances of 
his prcdccellbrs as he found productive of ill con- 
fequences he abolifhed ; fuch inftitutions as were 
expedient he retained ; and to thofe which required 
alterations he made amendments, which would have 
conferred honour on the moft confummate wifdom, 
and the experience of ad vancedyears. 

Having made this reform in the city of Jerufalem 

fs throughout 



and its environs, he next made aproj 
hisdominions, firmly refolved topurgc religion from 
all thofe corruptions which had bcenintroriuced in 
the preceding reigns. He can fed all the groves and 
altars, together with the carved and molten images 
which his apoftate prcdeceffors had fet up, to be de- 
firoyed.- By thefe means the people we drawn from 
the vanity of their fuperftitions, to a reverence fqr 
the exercife of the worfllip of the only true God, 
and for the ufe and cuftom of burnt-offerings and 
other facrifices upon the altar. 

He alfo appointed certain magiftrates and com- 
miffioners for the regulation of manners, and de-Jj,^ 
cidino* matters of a private concern, in order to the'* 
prefcrve good gpveijiment,, and an impartial ad- 
miniftration of j^fti^e.' 

4. 




paying any attention to his remonftrances, he G&uftd him to be appre- 
hciuled, and, to make his torture hmh inorcl insert n;; ;Mjil t*xi;t-i!:tt*, h^ 
Ii ini fawn afundcr with a wooden faw ; and to ihh t: h pn»bab!c rlie au- 
th»r of the EpiQle to the Hebrews refers^ when he f :ys. ih:y vjsr^fawsd 
tijht:dei\ ileb. xi. J7» "* 
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His attention was next directed to'thc reparation 
of the temple, for which purpofe he deputed com- 
jniflioners throughout his dominions, to receive 
contributions of gold and filver, from thofe who 
were willing to promote the defign ; but leaving 
all his fabjetfs at full liberty, that they might have 
no caufe of complaint. The contributions being 
brought in, and depofited in the treafury, Ama- 
ziah, the governor of the city, Shaphan, the fecre- 
tary* Joah, the recorder, and Hilkiah, the high- 
prieft, were appointed to engage workmen, provide 
materials, and regulate theexpences of the intend- 
$ about ed repairs. This gave rife to there building of the 
heiepairt temple, and the ereAing of a lading monument to 

the pofterity of the king's piety and bounty. 

Jofiah, in the eighteenth year of hisreign, directed 
Hilkiah, the high-priefl:, to apply what gold and 
/ilver there remained after the charge of thenecef- 

fary repairs of the temple was defrayed, in the for- 
mation of cups, chalices, goblets, and other veflels 
and utenfils, for the performance of facred fervi- 
ces. He likewife ordered that all the gold and 
lilver remaining in the treafury fliould be brought 
out, and applied to the fame purpofe. 

The repairs of the temple being compleated, and 
all expences defrayed, Hilkiah, in conformity to 
the king's orders, took out the money for the pur- 
pofe of converting it into veflels for the ufe of the 
temple ; and, upon rernovingthe gold, happened to 
difcover the facred book of Mofes (a). This he 
he books took out, and gave to Shaphan, thekin g's fecretary, 

if Mule< 
Found 



irefent 
o the 



land to perufe, who, upon reading them over, went to 
the king accompanied by Hilkiah, who told him, 



if». 



:onfulted 
ihe in« 
iansc of 

Ifi kins. 



that he had executed all his commands relative to 
the reparation of the temple, and at the fame time 
prefented the book to him in great form, alluring 
him what it was, and where they had found it. 

The king ordered Shaphan to read a part of the 
contents, which being done, he rent his robes, in 
. dread of the heavy curies denounced againft 4 wick- 
ed generation. In the height of his affli&ion he de- 
iired the fecretary, with Hilkiah, and feveral priefts 
who were prefent, to go tothe prophetefsHuldah,thc 
wife of Shallum, a man of eminence, and unite their 
orophe. endeavours to prevail upon her to make interceffion 
15 with God for pardon towards himfelf and his fiib- 
jedls. He told them there was great reafon to ap- 
prehend that the vengeance of heaven would fall 
upon the prefent generation as a puniftiment for 
the iniquity of their progenitors, and particularly 
their negleA and contempt of the laws of Mofes ; 
and that, without obtaining a reconciliation, they 
fiiouldbe difperfed over the face of the earth, and 
terminate their lives in inifery. 

Hilkiah, with thofe who were appointed to accom- 
pany him, immediately repaired to the prophetefs, 
and having related the caufe of the king's affliction, 
and his earneft defire of her interceffion with heaven 
in behalf of him and his fubjcdls, flic bade them re- 
^ c r a o n f - hc turn him this anfwer ; " That the fentence already 
jtoph°«c& CU pronounced was not to be recalled on any lupplica- 

" t * on or i nterce ffi° n whatever. That the people 
M5»encs. " were to be baniftied from their own country, and 

" punilhed, for their difobedience, with the lofs of 
" all human comforts. That the judgement was 
u irrevocable, for their obftinately perlifting in their 
" fiiperltitious and idolatrous practices, nptwith- 
" ftanding fo many warnings to a timely repenr 
" tance, and the menacing predictions of the pro- 
c< phe ts, if they perfeveredin their abominations." 

This uuchangable decree was to fliew, by the 
event, that there is ajuft and over-ruling Difpofer 
of all Things, and the predictions which he deliver- 
ed by the means of the prophets, will be infallibly 
Verified, as the certain indications of his whole will 
reflecting mankind. The prophetefs added, " Tell 
the king, however, that, in confideration of his own 



pious and virtuous example, the judgement fliaJl be 
averted from the people during his days ; but that 
the day of his death ihall be the eve of their final 
deftruction. 

As foon as Jofiah received this meflage from the 
prophetefs, he immediately uifpatched nicflcngcrs 
to the feveral cities within his dominions, command- ^^^."J 
ingall the priefts and Levites, and men of ajl ages thcccmaiS 
and conditions, to repair with the utmoft fpeed to Je- 
rufalem, Thefe orders being obeyed, and the people and the 
affemblcd, the king went to the temple, where, in ££j> 
the hearing Qf the whole multitude, he caufed the bound by 
laws of God, as contained in the books of Mofes, obfcrtaicc 
to be diftindlly read ; after which he bound himfelf ofh. • 
and the people,with their univerfal confent, by 3, 
moft folemn oath, ftri&ly to obferve every article 
contained in the facred books, refpe&ing the laws 
and religion eftablifhed by Mofes. This folemn 
oath was followed by prayers and oblations for the 
Divine blefling and prote<Stion. 

The king ftri&ly enjoined the high-priefl: to take 
a particular account of the plate and veflels in the 
temple, and to caft out fo many of them as they j°£^tx* 
(houldfind to have been dedicated by any of his an- tUpate 
ceftors to idolatrous fervices. Thofe that were lJoia "> 
found were reduced to duft, and in that ftatc thrown 
into the air. All the priefts were likewife put to 
death that were not of the ftock of Aaron. 

Having effected this reformation in Jerufalem, Jo- 
fiah made a progrefs throughout his whole domini- 
ons, where he deftroyed all the relics of Jeroboam's 
fuperftition and idolatry, and burnt the bones of 
falfe prophets upon the very altar which that impious 
king had fet up. Of this we have taken notice be- 
fore, as well as the intervention of the prophet with 
a predidtion in the hearing of the multitude, at the 

time when Jeroboam was offering facrifice, 44 That 
one of the race of David, Jofiah by name, was to 
do this." The prediction was verified, by the event, 
three hundred and fixty-one years after it wasforer 
told. 

So ardent was thezeal of Jofiah for extending the 
great work of reformation, that he went in perfon 
to feveral of the Ifraelites, who had efcaped the Afk 
fyrian bondage, in order to difliiade them from con- 
tinuing in fuperftition, and prevail with them to em- 
brace the pure religion of their forefathers, accordr 
ing to the long eftablifhed cuftom of their country, 
Nor did he reft here, but caufed the towns and 
villages to be fearched for the difcovery of any rer 
mains of idolatrous practices that might lie conr 
cealed. The very figures of the holies over the 
porch of the temple, which their forefathers had 
dedicated to the fixn, and all the monuments to 
which the people had afcribed Divine honour, were, 
by hisfpecial order, taken away and deftroyed. 

Having thus purged the whole nation from ido- 
latry, and fully relrored the true worfliip of the 
one only and true God, he called an aflembly of the 
people at Jerufalem for the purpofe of celebrating 
the paflbver, the time for that feftival being near at Jofiah 
hand. On this occafion the king gave out of his pjj- 
ownftore,fprpafchalfacrifices, thirty goats, athour ^hls'o* 1 
fand lambs, and three thoufand oxen. The heads \ 5 . ron * 
of the priefts prefented to the* others o£the facer- 
dotal order two thoufand fix hundred lambs ^and 
the chiefs of the Levites gave to their tribes five 
thoufand lambs, and five hundred oxen. A folemn 
facrifice was made of thefe victims according to the 

precepts of Mofes, and the ceremony was performed 
under the direction of the priefts, from the time of 

the prophet Samuel to that day therehadnever been 
a feftival celebrated with equal folemnity ; for this 
had the allowed preference, becaufethe whole was 
conducted in ftridt conformity to the very letterof the 
laws, and the precife mode of their forefathers. Jo- 
fiah, after-the accompliihinent of a work of fuchmOT 



lebraresthc 
"over. 




(a) Whether it was the whole Pentateuch, or the Book of Deutero- 
nomy only, which the high-pried: found in the temple, is uncertain ; 
b u it is generally agreed, that the part, which Shaphan read to the king, 
was taken out of ihe Book of Deuteronomy, and not without fome pro. 
"ability ; that the xxviiith, xxixth, and xxxth chapters, were that por- 

«°\V / Cnp ! Urc which thc fccrctar y> who (as we are told 2 Kings xxii, 
**) bad reajj thc book before he brought it to thc king, thought proper. 



upon this occafion, to turn to ; for therein is contained a renewal of the 
covenant which Mofes, as mediator, had made between God and the peo- 
ple of Ifrael at Mount Horeb ; and therein are thofe threats and terrible 
comminations to the tranfgreflbrs of the law, whether prince or people, 
which affefted Jofiah fo much ; and which Mofes had given to ihe Levitt* 
to put on the fide of the covenant, that it might be there for a ivitnefi 
againft thc tranlgrcilbrs of it. Dcur. xxxi. z$ t 26. 
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racnt and importance to the nation in general, en- 
joyed his government in honour, ipeace, and plenty, 
till he doled his life in the following manner. 

CHAP. VI. 

Death of Joftah by an arrow^ in an engagement with 
Pharaoh-NechO) king of Egypt. Jehoahaz^ his Jon and 
fucceJfor y is carried captive into Egypt % and dies there. 
The king of that country delivers the government to 
Jehoiakim. 

OON after the celebration of the paflbver, Pha- 
raoh-Necho, king of Egypt, advanced with a 
Expedition powerful army towards the Euphrates, againft the 



1 King* 
xxui. 




deftitute of religion as of humanity, having neither 
reverence for God, nor regard for man. 

CHAP. VII. 

Nebuchadnezzar , king of Babylon , having defeated the 
king of Egypt, makes the king of Judah his tribu- 
tary. Jeremiah foretells the calamities attendant on 
Jehoiakim. 

■ 

N the fourth year of the reigri of Jehoiakim, king 
of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
advanced with a mighty army to Carchabefa, a city 
bordering on the Euphrates, with a refolution of 




oft I ae'ki 0n l >owertul arm y towards tne fcupnrates, againlt tlie I making war upon Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, ntvji 
of Egvp" 6 Medes and Babylonians, who had fubverted the AC- w ho, at that time, held all Syria .under fubjeaion. 
M 8 ei« Tand 6 fy rian empire, with a defign of making himfelf The Egyptian, fenfible of the power of his ad ver- i>r n<S 



Babyloni- 
ans. 



mafter of Afia. When he came to Megiddo, a town 
within the dominions of Jofiah, he refufed him 
paflage through his country, in an expedition 
againft the Medes. The Egyptian upon this fent 
an herald, to give Jofiah to underftand, that he en- 
tertained not a» thought ofhoftility towards him, 
and that his only defign was to expedite his march 
towards the Euphrates, defiring him, at the fame 
time, not to put him to the neceflity of effecting that 
by force, which he wiflied to do by courtefy. 

Jofiah, notwithftanding the very mild terms in 



Dies nni- 

vcrfally 

regretted. 



Jofiah re- 

fufes the 
Jking of 
Egvpt 

paifage. _ _ 

putting his army in a pofture to difpute the paflage, 

enfue^and ant ^ "ding up anddown from wing to wing, to ani- 
jofiah'it matehis men, an arrow, from the bow of an Egyp- 

wounded. ti an > gave him a mortal wound. He immediately 

commanded a retreat to be founded for his army, 
returned to Jerufalem, and there expired. He was 
interred, with great funeral pomp, in the fepulchre 
of his anceftors, in the thirty-ninth year of his age, 
and thirty-fir ft of his reign. Never did a king die 
more univerfally regretted by his fubje&s : the la- 
mentations for his lofs were as univerfal when dead, 
as had been their affections for his perfon when 
living. Jeremiah, thejprophet, compofed an elegy 
upon the occafion, which is extant at this day. This 
Prediaions prophet foretold the approach of the Babylonifh 
*onish a ~ captivity, and the calamities of our days, and alfo, 

bvthe C ro- ^ e "* a * ' committed his predictions to writing, 
P he« jere^for the information of pofterity. Nor was Jeremiah 

the only prophet who foretold thefe melancholy 
events ; for Ezekiel alfo left behind him, in writing, 
two books of prophecies, concerning the fame 
events. Theft two prophets were of the facer- 
dotal line. Jeremiah refided at Jerufalem, from 
the thirteenth year of the reign of Jofiah, to the 
time of the deftrucftion of the temple and city, of 
which we fhall treat in due order. 

On the death of Jofiah, his fon Jehoahaz fucceed- 
ed to the government, in the twenty-third year of 

His cha- 



Fhe Egyptian, fenfible of the power of his ad ver- Jjr N «fc 
fary , took the field with a formidable body of forces, 
in order to oppoft him ; but coming to a&ion, was 
obliged to retreat, with the lofs of many thoufands 
of his men. The victorious Babylonians pafled the 
Euphrates, and fubdued the whole country of Syria, 
as far as Pelufium, Judea only excepted. 

In th e fourth year of Nebuchadnezzar, and eighth 
of Jehoiakim, the former made an expedition, with 
a powerful army, againft Judea, threatening the 
inhabitants with the greateft extremities, unlefs 
they would become tributary, as were thoft of 



which the herald's meflage was couched, perfifted in Syriain general. Jehoiakim, awed by theft mena- 

the denial of the pafTage, as if through the impulft C es, purchafed peace for a certain fum of money, 

of a fatality thatwas to bring on his diflblution. For, which was duly paid for the fpace of full three »m£ 

— — - ~ *«r«„«.- -~au~- y ears . but t]le year en f u ; n o^ U p 0r i t h c credit of an 

idle report, that the king of Egypt was advancing Lob 
againft Nebuchadnezzar, Jehoiakim refufed to pay W*t 
him tribute any longer. He found himfelf, how- 
ever, miferably difappointed in his hopes j for. the 
Egyptians, fearful of the power of the Babylonians, 
declined the conteft. 

The prophet Jeremiah had repeatedly foretold this 
event, andpointcdout the folly of Jehoiakim, in re- Mb 
lying on the affiftance of the Egyptians. He like- ^J*^ 
wifeprefaged the fate of Jerufalem, that it would be jenrffc* 
fuddenly deftroyed by the Babylonians, and the king 
himfelf taken captive. But the inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem, inftead of being duly imprefled with the aw- 
ful predhftion of Jeremiah, treated it with contemp- 
tuous ridicule. Nay a charge was exhibited againft 
the prophet to the king, as a mover of fedition ; and J 
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An impionshis age, and kept his court at Jerufalem. 
pnncc. ra £ler was the reverft of that of his father, and his 

mother's name was Hamutal. 

The kingof Egypt, on his return from the expedi- 
tion againft the Babylonians, fent for Jehoahaz to 
come to him, to a city called Hamath, in the country 
of Syria, whither he had no fooner arrived, than he 



beingultimately referred to thc decifion of thecoun-kwjb 
cil, the majority were for pronouncing fentenceof 
death. The elders, however,feeingthe matter in its 
true light, would by no means agree to fo rigorous 
a punifhment. Their prudent advice was for dis- 
charging Jeremiah the court ; obferving, that he was 
not the only prophet that had foretold the calamines 
of Jerufalem, asMicah, and ftveral others, had done Mxai* 
the fame before him, without being fubje&ed to the 
cenfure of punifhment of government, but, on the 
contrary, honoured andcarefled, as bearing a Divine 



commiflion. 



this 



The council, prevailed on by 
cool, though forcible, mode of reafoning, gave up 
their former opinion, and revoked the sentence 
they wiflied to pafs without due deliberation. 

Jeremiah committed all his predictions to writing; 
and, upon a day of folcmn fairing, when the multi- 
tude were aflembled in the temple, on the ninth 
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cau fed him to be put in fetters, and delivered up his month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, he read to the 



an 
cee 



depofed, government to Eliakim, his elder brother, by the 
d dedhy fame father, on condition of his changing his name 
jehoiakim. to Jehoiakim, and paying the Egyptian monarch an 

annual tribute of an hundred talents of filver, and 
one of gold, (a) Jehoahaz was carried captive into 
Egypt, where he finifhed his life in difgrace and mi- 
fery, having reigned in Jerufalem three months and 
ten days. The mother of Jehoiakim was a native of 
Raman ; her name Zabida. He was a prince as 



Dies cap- 
tive in 

Egypt. 



congregation thoft predictions which related to the 
deftru&ion of the temple, the city, and the people. 
The rulers, alarmed at the denunciation, took thc 
book from the prophet, and ordered him, and Ba- 
ruch (b) hisfcribe, toabfeond, and conceal them- 
felves from public fearch. The book was then car- , 
ried to the king, who ordered his ftcrctary to read it 
in the preftnee of his friends. The king was fo in- 
cenfed at the contents, that he rent the book, threw * 



(a) It is very probable thc prophet Jeremiah had regard to this tax- 
ation when, in his mournful complaint of Jerufalem, hefays, u She that 
was great among thc nations, and princefs among the provinces; how is 
it file is become tributary V* Lam, i. I. 

(b) Baruch, the fon of Nertah, and grand fon of Maafeiah, was of an 
illnftrious birth, and of the tribe of Judah. Ceraiah, his brother, had 
a confiderahJc employment in the court of king Zcdekiah, but himfelf 

kept clofc to thc perfon of Jeremiah, and was his moft faithful difciplc; 



though his adherence to his 'matter drew upon him feveral perfections, 
and a great deal of bad treatment. 

The book called Baruch is introduced with an hiftorical preface, 
wherein it is related, that Baruch, being then at Babylon, did, in the 
name of the captive king and his people, draw up an epiflle, and after* 
wards read it to them for their approbation ; and that, together with it, 
they fent a colleclioa of money to the high pridt at Jerufalem, for the' 
maintenance of the daily facrificcs. 
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it into the fire, and commanded Jeremiah and 
Baruch to be immediately brought to him and pu- 
niflied ; but they had abfeonded. 

CHAP. VIII. 

* 

Nebuchadnezzar lays wafte Jerufalem. Puts Jehotakim 
to death, and appoints his fon J ehoiachin to the fuc- 

cejfton. 

OON after the king of Babylon made an expedi- 
tion againft Jehoiakim, who, alarmed at the pre- 
diction of the prophet, received him with his army 
into the city, and lulled, as it were, into, a kind of 
fatal fecurity, remained wholly inactive. But the 
Babylonian/upon his admittance into the city, vio- 
lated the covenant previoufly made,' and put the 
flower of the youth of Jerufalem, together with the 
king himfelf, to the fword. He then commanded his 
body to be thrpwn before the walls without burial, 
and conftituted Jehoiachin, his fon, king, bofti of the 
city and country, in his ftead. He carried away 
captive to Babylon three thoufand of the principal 
inhabitants, among whom was th e prophet Ezekiel, 
* • ' - — ^ This was the end of 



being at that time a youth, 
king; Jehoiakim, who lived imrty—nx years, 
reigned eleven; He was fucceeded by his fon 
hoiachin. His ifrotber was a native of Jerufal 
whofe name was Nehufta 



J 



months and ten days. 



gned 



CHAP. IX 



Jerafalem 
kfieged by 



Nebuchadnezzar violates his faith in impri fining Jehoia- 
chin, and the heads of the people of J erufalem; 

THE king of Babylon foon repented his Having' 
placed Jehoiachin on the throne of Jerufalem, 
apprehending that, in revenge for hisperfidiousprac- 
tice, in the life of his father, he would embrace the 
firft opportunity of ftirringup feditionand tumult. 
Upon this reflexion he difpatched an army to inveft 
Jerufalem; Jehoiachin, being a prince of ajuft and 
mild difpofition, and unwilling that the city fhould 
be expofed t6 deftru&ion on his account, entered in- 
to a treaty with Nebuchadnezzar's deputies for de- 
livering up the city, upon condition, that neither the 
town itfelf, nor the inhabitants, fhould fuftain any 
injury. The treaty was ratified, and his mother and 
kindred delivered up as hoftages to the deputies for 
the due performance of the articles. But before a 
year elapfed, the king of Babylon violated his faith, 
commanded his officers to fecure all the youthsof the 
. city, and all artificers in general, and bring them 
^idc^ilbl bound to him. Their number was ten thoufand 
bachaj Nc " ei S^ lt: hundred and thirty-two, amongft whom were 
fanzaV Jehoiachin himfelf, his mother and kindred, who 

were detained in cuftody by the king's command. 

CHAP. X. 

Jehoiachin depofed, and Zedekiah advanced to the throne. 
Upon his violating his oath, Nebuchadnezzar again 
inveft s Jerufalem. Zedekiah oppofes the councils of 
tht prophet Jeremiah. ' ' 

JEHOIACHIN being ftill detained in cuftody (a), 
*Ki D gs24. J king of Babylon appointed Zedekiah, his 

Sdcki f ? th ? r ' s b r°ther 3 to the government in his place, 
bjrNebu. binding him, by a folemn oath, to attempt no inno- 

SS?" vation, nor enter into any league with the Egyp- 
tians. 

* Though Zedekiah was no Arranger to the fate of 
hispredecelTors for their impieties, he followed their 
pernicious example in the practice of the moft de- 
teftable abomination. To this he was inftigated by 
a fimilarity of difpofitions and manners in his co- 
temporaries, and the fycophants who furrounded 
him. Indeed, an univerfal depravity feemed at this 
time to prevail. Such being the declenfion of true 
religion, and the prevalence of vice and immorality, 
Jeremiah, the prophet, frequently warned the king 
of the evil tendency of his impious courfes, and 
admonifhed him to a reformation. ~ " 



certain 



out to him th^Pdanger, as well as folly, oft relying 
on the mifrcprefentations of thofe about him, or dekwh of 
the predidions of falfe prophets, all of which would Jj^jy 
eventually prove as delufive as that refpe<Sfcing the of hu e?ii 
Egyptians overcoming the Babylonians. Zedekiah cout{ctt 
admitted the propriety of the prophet's obfervation 
and advice, and that it was conducive to his befl 
intereft ; but fiich was the influence of the wicked 
fuggeftions and corrupt principles of thofe. with 
whom he was moft intimate, as to efface any good 
impreffion that might have been wrought on him by 
the falutary conn lei of the prophet ! 

Ezekicl, being at this very time in Babylon, 
foretold the deftrucftion of the temple, and the 
calamities attendant on the people, and fent his 
predi&ions in writing to Jerufalem. The two 
prophets exadtly iorrelponded as to the taking the 
city by force, and Zedekiah'? 'being carried away 
captive ; while there was an* apparent difagree^ 

ment between Ezekiel'S foretelling that Zedekiah 
fhould not fee Babylon, and Jeremiah's affirming 
that the king himfelf fhould carry him-prifoner 
there. This feenimg inconfiftency, or at leaft di- 1^ 3 ^ 
verfity of expreflion, induced Zedekiah to doubt The fcem- 
the truth of ail the particularsin which they agreed ; UfdSfok 
though the things foretold .came to pals exa&ly oftfaepro* 

according to their prophecies^ as we ftiall render 
evident in their proper places-* ■ 

After an alliance of tight years between the kings zedeWah 
of Babylon and Judah, the later violated the treaty, ***** the 
and went over to the intereft of the Egyptians* not rcvfut'io 
doubtingbut that thofe two powers united, wouldbe *|* a e n ^ 8y? ' 
able tacrufti the imperious Nebuchadnezzar. But 
the ' Babylonian no foorier received intelligence of 
this revolt than he advanced with his army againft jcrafaicm 
Zedekiah, laid his country defolate, forced his cita- ^^ C '- 
dels, and proceeded immediately to the liege of Je- 
rufalem.. The Egyptian, hearing of the critical 
fituatiow of: his ally, pofted away to his relief, at the 
head of a powerful army, with a refolution to at- 
tempt the railing ithefiege. Nebuchadnezzar, upon . 
intelligence of his m^rch and defign, drew off his The «ng 

army, met the Egyptians ; gave them battle, van- overcome* 
quifhed, putthenito flight, and drove them out of thcEgyp- 

all Syria. In confequeuce of this temporary depar- 
ture from the fiege of Jerufalem, the falfe prophets 
again pliedZed ekiahwith their delufions,intimating, zedekiah, 
that the king of JJabylon would no longer wage war P tt f ^~* 
with him or Ins people, nor remove them from their propbeu. 
own country into Babylon, and that thofe therein 
captivity would Return ; and all the plate and trea- 
fiire, which had .been carried away, wouldbe re- 
ftored to the temple. ■ • - 

But Jeremiah contradi&ed their groundlefs affeve- 
rations, peremptorily charged them with impofture 
and delufion, and affirmed that "The king of Ba~^»j*J» 
" by Ion would renew the war, befiege Jerufalem the Jeihuc- 
w again, deftroy the inhabitants by famine, carry « on f °f 
away thoie that remained mtacaptivity^ rifle their and the 
c< private property, and fpoil their temple : nay, that ?; 
Cc he would lay it in afhes, utterly overthrow their jei. 37. # J| 
cc city, and, laitly, they fhould ferve him and his 
cc pofterity feventy years." The prophet,added that, 
On the expiration of that term, the Medes and 
Perfians, fhould deliver them from bondage, by 
the utter extinction of the Babylonifh empire: that 
c< then they fhould be difmifTed, return to their na- 
cc tiveland, rebuild the temple, and reftore Jerufa- 



ttans. 



it 



em." Thefe important declarations of the pro- 
phet had great effed on the minds of the people in 
general : but the leading men, and thofe who were 
hardened in impiety, and abandoned to the gratifica- 
tions of fenfual defires, pronounced them the effu- 
fions of a diftempered brain, and treated them ac- 
cordingly. 

As Jeremiah was on his journey towards Anathoth 
the place of his birth, about twenty furJong$*diftant 

from Jerufalem, he was met on the way by one of the 
rulers, who took him into cuftody on pretence that 

He alfo pointed II he was a deferter, and going over to the king of 



■ » * 




I ch ?\ ac ^tt continued in prifon tilt the death of Nebuchadnezzar; 
oat w ben his fon fucceeded to the throne, he not only rcleafed him 
ir^ 7 . , J n P nf ?n |nc nr, (which had continued thirty.feven years), but 
ircatco nim with great humanity and refpeft, allowing him an ho- 



nourable maintenance, and giving him .the precedence of nil other 
princes in Babylon. The prophecy ^6f Jeremiah, however, was 
amp'y fulfilled, he fpending the remainder of his days in the place 
of his captivity. 



%0 



A N T I Oli ITIES or thr JEW S 



Book X 



li.ihyloii* The prophet difowned the charge, and 
averred that he was goinpj 10 the place of his na- 
tivity ; but the ruler, pcrlifting in his accufations, 
carried him before fomc tnagillratcs, who, after cx- 
TercmuH animation, fentenced him to torture, and afterwards 
incHm-^ to iiiiprifonmcnt; in which he continued fomc time. 
i»rifun«d. jn t ]| C ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah, on the 

tenth day of the tenth month, the king of Babylon 
NcbuchaJUiTiade a (econd expedition agaiiift Jcrufalcm, laid 
neizara- fi e g e to it eighteen months, and profecuted the at- 

*cfti n jew- tack with the utmoft vigour. The place, however, 

made an obftinate refinance againft very powerful af- 

failants ; and though there prevailed, at the fame 
time, amongft the inhabitants, both a peftilence and 

famine, the army exerted themfelves in a moft extra- 
ordinary manner. In this pofture of affairs Jere- 
miah, inprifon, exhorted the multitude to open the 
gates, and receive the Babylonians into the city, as 
the only expedient to fave themfelves. their families; 
and the town, from inevitable ruin. He afTured them 



fakm. 



picion, and afl'urcd him, that if he delivered up the 
city, neither himfclf, family, nor the temple, fhould 
f u (lain any injury. Upon thefc words Jeremiah was 
difmHIcd by the king, who charged him by no means 
todifcovcr what had palled between them, not even 
to the riders, if they fhould come to a knowledge of 
his having been lent for ; and if they Ihould enquire 
into the caitfc,to pretend that he craved pc-rmiflion to 
ftandin Iiis prcfcncc, in order to folicit his enlarge- 
ment. The prophet followed the king's injunction, 
and gave that anfwer to thofe who made enquiry 
concerning the bulinefs of his attendance. 

CHAP. XI. 

The taking of Jerufalem. Burning of the temple, and 

removal of the king and people to Babylon. The fuc- 

ceffion of hi gh-pr lefts'. Nebuchadnezzar appoints Ge~ 

daliah deputy-governor, who is afterwards taken off 

by IjbmaeL ~ 
Ion. 



The Egyptians carried captive to Baby- 
Hiflory of Daniel and his companions. Death 



of Nebuchadnezzar '. 



that thofe who remained in the city muft expert to pe- 

counTcUo rifh either by famine or the fword, whereas thofe 

•Jcjnuiti- who fled out to the enemy would fave their lives. 

" c ' But the heads of the people, notwitbftanding the 

extremity to which they were reduced, were fo far 
from attending to the prophet's counfcl> that they re- 
prefented him to the king as alunatic, a mutineer, 
and one who intimidated the people by Tague con- 
jectures, and frantic rcprefentations ; fuggeiting, at 

the fame time, that the garrifon was able to defend 
the place to the laft extremity, if their ardour was 
not abated by a prognoftication of imaginary evils; 

Though the king was, in hisowft nature, neither 
illiberal nor cruel, yet, to obviate a difpute with the 
rulers at fo critical a juncture, he left them to dif- 
pofe of the prophet at their option. Having there- 
fore gained the moft: defirable point, they haftened 
„ . . totheprifon, took out Jeremiah, and let him down 

Jeremiah » h . ■ • t t /• i 

iscaftina into a boggy pit, with a defign to put an end to 

airy pit. jjf e by faffbeation. While he was in this condi- 
tion, a favourite fervant of the king, by birth an 
Ethiopian, haftened and informed him of the treat- 
ment and fituation of the prophet, and offered it as 
his humble opinion, that the rulers had not done 
well in aggravating his misfortunes^ by expofing 

him to a death more grievous than that he could ex- 
pect from his chains. 

The kino-, prevailed on by the generous reprefen- 
tation of his favourite, repented his leaving the 
prophet to the difcretion of his enemies, and there- 
fore ordered the Ethiopian to take with him thirty 

trafty men of his own guards, with all neceflary im- II The city was taken about midnight; and" when 
plements, and ufe every polfible and fpeedy endca- Zedekiah perceived the officers enter the temple, 



THE king of Babyltiri profecuted the fiegc of j^flto 
Jerufalem with great vigour. He erected tqw-n4£^ 
ers in order to repel thofe who flood upon tlie£^ lCs ' kt 
walls. The aflailants* indeed, made every prepa- 
ration for a general attack, while the place was de- 
fended with equal rcfolution by the befieged, who 
had riot only their enemies to. encounter, but the 
complicated calamities of peftilence and famine. 
They ftood firm againft both force and ftratagem, 
oppofing invention to invention, as if the point in dip 
pute depended. on military (kill ; theaflailants beiri<r 
determined to take the city, and the befieged refoC 
ved to defeat their efforts by every exertion of 
prowefsand (kill in martial manouvrcs. The con- 
teft was maintained for the fpace of eighteen months,' 
when, through want of provifions. and numbers fuf- 
ficient to repel the vigorous attacks of theallailantsy 
together with the inceflant annoyance of darts, 
which the eneriiy difcharged at them from theJ" 1 ^ 
towers, they were reduced to the inevitable riecef-"^ 
fity of a furrender. 

Thus was the city of Jerufalem taken on the ninth 
day of the fourth mdnth, in the eleventh year of the 
reign of Zedekiah, by the commanders to whom the 
bufinefs of the ficge was committed by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who at that time was at Reblatha. The 
names of thefc commanders were Nergelear, 
AremantUs, Emegar,Nabafaris, and Echanampfaris. 



vourto extricate the prophet from his prefent de- 

bfrocan? plorable fituation. The fervant obeyed his orders, 
of an and releafed the prophet, who was foon after pri- 
Ethiopian. vatc ]y conducted to the king, who enquired of him, 

whether he could procure him relief under his pre- 
fent circumftances. Jeremiah replied, that, " He 
could ; but that the people would neither believe 
him, nor follow his counfel, as all his pretended 

ConfnheJ friends were averfe to him, deemed him an impoftor, 
by zede- and were continually meditating the means of his 
kiah \ dcftrucYion :" But where are thofe men (continued 

the prophet) who deceived us, in declaring that the 
king of Babylon would wage war no more againit 
us ? He added, that if he was open and ingenious 
Tbcpro- ^'ith him, his life might be at ftake. The king then 
phei'sa.u aflTured him, upon oath, that he wotfld neither him- 
ViCC * felf take away his life, nor fufferany of his people 

to do it ; upon which he took courage, and advifed 
him by all means to deliver up the city into the 
hands of the king of Babylon. This, he told him, 
was the only means of fecuring his own perfon, pre- 
venting the burning of the temple, and the demo- 
lition of the city : bntif he purfued any other means, 
he was enjoined by Divine authority to allure him, 
he would entail upon himfelf, his family; and peo- 
ple, utter and inevitable deftniction, and be confi- 
dered as the author of all their calamities. 

Zedekiah declared that he was difpofed to follow 
the advice given him, from a perfuafion it was condu- 
cive to the public good ; but exprefled his fears left 
thofe of his own country, who were already gone 
over to the Babylonians, fhould accufe him to the 
king of Babylon, and thereby endanger his life. The 

prophet dUfuadedhimfromharbourine: any fuchfuf- 



he took his wives, children, friends, and leading 
men, and with them fled out of the city through the 
defert. When the Babylonians received intelli- 
gence of this efcape from fome rcvolters, they pur- 
fued them early next morning, overtook and fiir- 
rourided them at a place near Jericho. Zedekiah'i 
companions, perceiving the approach of the enemy, 
abandoned him, and difperfed themfelves, feeking 
their only protection in flight. The king being thus 
deferted, fell into the hands of his enemies, with hh 
wives and children, and the fmall remnant that ad- 
hered to him, all of whom were brought before Trf ^ 
Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah was no Iboncr prefent- ntt yri* 
ed to the king of Babylon, than he reproached him 
as " A covenant-breaker, and the moft ungrateful 
of mifcreants, who, after he had d epofed Johoiachin, 
and advanced him to the throne, had ufed his power 
againft the very man from whom he had received 
it." He added, that u The great Difpofer of all 
Events, as a puniihment for his treachery and in- 
gratitude, had now reduced him to the abject ftatc 
of a vaffal and prifoner to him who{ 



liberality 



he had fo flagrantly abufed." 

After this fevere, but juft, reproach, he com-j^Jv| 
manded his children and adherents to be put to death Mp*^ 
in hisprefence ; and then that Zedekiah': eyes fhould 



be put out, and the vanquilhed prince carried as a^p 




contradiction between them ; the former foretelling 



that he Ihould betaken captive to Babylon, and fpeak 
to the king, face to face ; and the latter, that he 
fhould be carried away to Babylon, and not fee him ; 
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winch he could not do, as he was brought blind 

thither* . # 

x;fl:# ,,n This may ferve to convince the moft ignorant and 
Mthe P fore incredulous of the power and wifdoni of the Al- 
mighty, and the infallibility of his word refpe&ing 
events in general. All the various difpenfations of 
his providence concur to demonftrate the immuta- 
bility of his goodnefsand juftice ; fo that hence we 
may infer the danger and folly of indulging a difbe- 
lief of thofe things which bear the fanction of Divine 

authority- 

Thus became extinft the race of kings defcended 
EnJo f t hc from David, after a fucceffioh of twenty-one in the 
kii||y iuc 'fpace of five hundred and fifteen years, fix months, 
£mSiv;i a nd ten days including; the twenty years of the reign 

of Saul, who was of another tribe. 

After thisflgnal victory, the king of Babylon fent 
Nebuzar-Adan, his commander in chief, to Jerufa- 
lem, with orders to rifle and burn the temple, and, 
after laying the city level with the ground, to carry 
away the inhabitants captive to Babylon. Accord- 

i wwVmf * n, fi^y> * n Seventh year of Zedekiali, Nebuzar- 

E-npie.an!iAdan executed his commiflion, rifled the temple, 
waL** taking away all the ve/Telsof gold and filver, Solo- 
mon's gorgeous laver, with the brazen pillars and 
their chapiters, and the golden table* and candle- 
fticks. After a generalpillage he fetfire to the temple, 
and then laid the palace and the city in afhes. This 
memorable event occurred on the firft day of the 
fifth month, in the eleventh year of the reign of 
Zedekiahand the eighteenth of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Upon the deftrudtion of Jerufalem, and the tranf- 



[p«ioJeachphaniah, next in facerdotal dignity ; three chief fii- 
tpin' 1 ' permtendants of the temple ; the firft eunuch of the 
iaias. bed-chamber, with the king's fecretary ; and other 

men of eminence, to the number of lixty ; all of 
whom were brought together to the king, then refi- 
dent at Reblathis, a city, of Syria. The king com- 
manded the heads of the high prieft, and the leading 
men, to be ftruck off in that city ; but the aggregate 
body of prifoners, with Zedekiah himfelf, they car- 
ried to Babylon. Jehozadack, the high-prieft, and 
fon of Seraiah, that was put to death, was taken and 
bound along with them. 

Having enumerated the fucceflion of kings in due 
order from father to fon, I deem it necefi'ary toob- 
ferve the fame method with refpedt to the high- 
priefts, who from time to time, exercifed thefupreme 
facerdotal office. 



charge to Gedaliah to fee htm amply pro\ ided for, 
made him fcvcral valuable prefents himfelf, left him, 
and returned to Babylon. Jeremiah took up his 
abode at Mizpah, having firft obtained of the gover- 
nor the liberty of Baruch, the fun of Neriali, a man 
of noble birth, and well verfed in the language of his 
country, whom he lelectcd as his companion. 

When thcdcfcrtcrs, who had abfconded Jerufalem 
during the time of the liege,heard of the burning and The Jew* 
fackineof the city, and the return of the Babylo- tyPJS?? 
mans into their own country, they repaired, from all come to 
quarters where they had fecreted themfelves, to Ge- Gcdalia,u 
daliah, at Mizpah {a) . The principal men amongft 
them were Johanan, the fon of Careah, Jaazaniah, 
and Saraiah,with fome others. Eelidesthefc waslfli- 
mael, a perfon of royal extra<5lion, but of a bafe and 
depraved difpofition. This man, at the time of the 
liege, fled to Bathal, king of the Ammonites, for 
refuge, with whom lie afterwards continued. 

Upon the application of thefe fugitives toGedaliah 
he gave them encouragement to continue there, and 
plant colonies, alfuring them they might live quietly d«tty wl& 
without the lealt interruption or annoyance from the 1 c ^ cws * 
Babylonians; and binding himfelf upon oath to af- 
fert their caufe, if any man fiiould prefume to give 
them molelfcation. He left them to make choice of 
the town or place of their refidence, and offered to 
fend fome of his own people with them, to aflift in 
fitting up their habitations ; but admoniflied them by 
no means to neglecSt the feafon of providing for the 
next vintage and harv eft, thatthey might not want 
corn and oil the enfuing winter for their fubfiftence. 



Gedaliah 

s can- 



rifonns portation of the inhabitants, Nebuzar-Adan took Having given them this encouragement and aflur- 
[^ urne with him prifoners, the high-prieft, Seraiah, and Sc- | ance,heleft every man at liberty to difpofc of himfelf 

infucha manner as he might deem molt expedient. 

The report of Gedaliah's humanity and generofity 
towards the fugitives, who applied to him for protec- 
tion, gained him fo great a reputation throughout 
the countries that bordered on Judsea, that the inha- 
bitants refor ted to him from all parts, and fpeedily 
formed a confiderable colony, having land affigned 
them in property, on condition of paying a llipu- 



i 



numeran 
Dn of tlj 



The firft high-prieft, after the building of Solo- 
l »-mon's temple, wasZadock. Then came his fan Ahi- 
jighprvib maaz ; and after Ahimaaz, Azariah,and fo forward, 
'Si! r c ro Joram, Ifus, Axioramus, Phideas, Sudeas, Jiilus, 
hccoifia- Jotham, Urias, Nerias, Odeus, Saldumus, Elcias, 
kctcmpie. Sarseas, and Jehozadack, who was carried away 

captive to Babylon . Thefe handed down the ponti- 
ficate in a continued fucceflion in their families from 
generation to generation. 

Upon the king's return to Babylon, Zedekiah was 
committed to prifon, where he died and wasinter- 
joA of red magnificently in the royal fepulchre of that city, 
t uh. rpj lc ] lo \y vefieis taken out of the temple of Jerufalem 
were dedicated to the idol gods of the country. The 
captives were fixed inhabitations, and Jehozadack 
was fet at liberty. 

Nebuzar-Adan, the general, who brought away the 
iHhh P e ople captive, left the multitude and the deferters 

a°M C |[t thct0t ? le c * lar S c of Gedaliah, the fon of Ahikam, a man 
jSS eminent for probity and generofity, who allotted 
ia s**y. each individual fiich a portion of land to improve on 
emiah conc ^ t ^ on °f paying a ftipulated tribute to the king, 
afcigc The prophet Jeremiah was alfo difcharged from his 

h wfnea 1 m l 1 ri * %on m e 11 1 J an( l kinghaving enjoined the go- 
vernor to pay him particular attention, Gedaliah fig- 

nified to the prophet a defire of his accompanying 
him to Babylon ; but Jeremiah replied, that he was 
not difpofed to remove, but wiflied to remain there, 
and fliare in the miferies of his country men. Nebuzar- 
Adan hearing the prophet's refolution, gave ftri£t 



lated mbute to the king of Babylon. 

Johanan, and the reft of the principal men of the 
Jews, retaining the moft grateful fenfe of the huma- o^ej 
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• v ¥l^ pa ^ was fi^ared on the eafl: fide of the river Jordan, and, 
inihc diviiVm of the land, fell to th" tribe of Dan ; and here it was 
that Gedaliah cither chofe to fix his habitation, or perhaps, was ordered 
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nity and generofity of Gedaliah towards their fugi- in vain ac- 
tive countrymen, deemed it their incumbent duty, ft"^? a 
from a principle of the profoundeft refpecft, to ad-d*fignj»F!- 
vife him of a confpiracy formed againft him by the jcr^xi. 
king of the Ammonites, in conjunction \\ ith Ifhmael, 
who was to take him off by treachery, and, beingof 
the royal line, by that means feize on the government 
of Judaea. They intimated to the governor, at the 
fame time, that the only means to prevent the execu- 
tion of fo horrid a delign, would be privately to dis- 
patch Ifhmael, which, with his concurrence, they 
would undertake to do, apprehenfive that, if fo bafe 
andinjurious a perfon was not fpeedily removed from 
amongft them, he would eventually prove the ruin 
of the Ifraelites in general - 

Gedaliah, a man of a generous temper, and not; ' 
prone to entertain jealoulies of others, was unwilling 
to give credit to what had been related to him. Re 
told themhe thought it impoffible that any man could 
be fo barbarous and ungrateful,or fo far deviate from 
all fenfe of moral obligation, as to feek the deftruc- 
tion of one whom, by all the ties of honour and hof- 
pitality, he was bound to defend and preferve even 
at the hazard of his own life. He farther obferved, 
that, admitting the truth of whathad been told, he 
could not fo far violate the laws of hofpitality, as to 
takeaway the life of a man who had fheltcred himfelf 
under his protection. Johanan, and his friends, find- 
ing their advice ineffectual, refpccitfully took their 
departure. 

In the courfe of about a month after Gedaliah 
had received this information and advice, Iihmacl, 
with fome of his friends, paid him a viiit at Mizpah, 
where they were treated with every inftance of hofpi- 
tality and refpeift. Being invited to a fumptuojis en- 
tertainment, Ifhmael feized on what he thought the 



* 

to fix if, becnufe it lay nearer than any other place ro fk!>y}<in. from 
whence he was to receive his nifimclions with reTp-cfc to ihz aJniinitlra- 
tiua of the government. 

O 
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in oft favourable opportunity for carrying his exe- 
crable dclign into execution, nor did he fail taking 
advantage of it. In the mid It of the entertainment, 
when conviviality Sc intoxication prevailed, Ilhmael 
and his companions, fuddcnly arofe from the tabic, 
and falling on the governor, not only put him to 
uertsbar- death, but all the guards who were prefent. 
t ^!'V lv t now the dead of the night, aud the inhabitants of the 
jcr.xii. City carclefsly fecure, they lamed into the ltreets, 

fiaughtefing all they could find, whether Jews or 
Babylonians, without diftinftion. The day aftcrthis 
horrid tranfadtion took place it happened that a party 
of fourfcore men came to Mizpah, in order to offer 
prcfentsto Gedaliah, in acknowledgement of their 
fubje<5Hon to his government. Iflimaei being apprifed 
of their arrival, went, accompanied by his compa- 
nions, fome way from Mizpah to meet them, which 
he had no fooner done, than he offered to condudl 
them to the governor's houfe. The offer was readily 
accepted ; but they had no fooner arrived there, than 
Ilhmael and his companions fhut the doors upon 
them , fell on and flew them : caufing. the bodies after- 
wards to be thrown into a pit, where they might be 
concealed. Some few of the number were fparcd,in 
confequence of their promiling to make a difcovery 
of fome treafure, and other valuable commodities, 
which were hid under ground in an adjacent field. 
Ilhmael, after thefe horrid maffacres. took away 
M3nyofthc %vith himcaptive the common people of Mizpah, with 
people car- their wives and children and- amongft the reft, two 
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capdvejw- pcrfonsof diftindtion, daughters of Zcdckiah, whom 
gcrhcrwithNebuzar-Adan had left under the immediate care of 

Sm^bten.* Gedaliah. When Johanan, and the reft of the prin- 
cipal men, heard of the horrid barbarities commit- 
. ted by Ilhmael, and that he was porting with the news 

I H^Sedb' S °fh" ls exploits to the king of the Ammonites, they 
johLnn: collected a confiderable body of armed men, went 

areScuIh* 111 P 111 "^* 11 ? and overtook him at the fountain of He- 
ishm.idcf- bron. As foon as the captives who were with him Caw 
d»hcofhi« J°banan, they rejoiced exceedingly, and immedi- 
ately ran over to his party ; while Ilhmael* with only 
eight of his companions, made their efcape to the 
king of the Ammonites. 

Johanan v in themean time, with the peoplehehad 
refcued out of the hands of Ulim.u'l, eunuchs, women, 
and children, retired to a certain place called Mandra 
where they abode one day, being determined to re- 
move from thence into Egypt, left the Babylonians 
fliould revenge on them the murder of their governor 
While this matter was in agitation, they entered into 
a refolution of apply ing to the prophet Jeremiah, and 
confulting him on their prefent critical fituation. 
The prophet promifed them hisbeft advice and afllf- 
tance and at the expiration often days, he received 
aDi vine commiflion to inform Johanan and the other 
rulers, cc That if they continued where they were, the 
C6 Almighty would aflift and fecure them againft any 
CQ injury from the Babvlouians, whom they fomuch 
u dreaded ; but that if, after this promonition, they 
<c were determined to go into Egypt, they might ex- 
e< pect the fame vindictive judgement for difobedi- 
inco bg/pc. u ence<> as had fallen on their brethren before them. 
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Though the prophet afliired them that this mef- 
fagc was delivered to them at the Divine command, 
they doubted its authenticity 5 imagining it could not 
be confident with the Divine will that they fhould 
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away the Jews that were found there a fecond time 

captives to Babylon. 

.Such w as the mifcrable flatcof the Hebrew na- 
tion, in having been twice carried away beyond the 
Euphrates r for the ten tribes were tranfported firft 
by the Adrians out of Samaria, in the reign of 
Hofca ; and afterwards the other two by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of the Babylonians, upon the taking of 
Jcrufalem. 

Salmaneier tranfplanted the Chuthites into the TfccJ 
country of the lfraelites, out of the heart of Media ^4 
and Pcrlia ; and they were Called Samarians from 25 
the name of the place into which they were thus 
tranfplanted. But the kingof Babylon carried away «3 
the other two tribes without introducing any other 
into their country. From this caufe Judea, with 
Jerufalem and the temple, lay wholly abandoned for 
the fpace of feventy years. The interval between the 
captivity of the ten tribes, and the tranfmigratiori of 
the other two, proved to be one hundred and 
thirty-years, fix months and ten days. 

Among the number of captives carried away by 

Nebuchadnezzar,king of Babylon,were many youths Nl 
of the firftdiftinftion, whom the conqueror, in confe-JST 

quenee of their great natural abilities, kept in his pa- 1 ! 1 * 
lace,.and employed proper tutors to inftnnSt them in SSS 
the language and learning of the Chaldeans. The 5* 
moft confpicuous amongft thefe were Daniel, Ana-PaHi 
nias, Mifliael, arid Azariah.. As it was the cuftom 
amongft the conquerors to change the names of then* 
captives, efpecially when they were to fervcinaiiy 
capacity about the court, their names were changed 
as follow : Daniel was called Beltefhazzar ; Ananias, 
Shadrack ; and Azariah, Abednego. The king held 
thefeyouthsin high efteem for the fw r cetncfs of their ofai 
difpoiition, their afliduous application to learning, 
their extraordinary progrefs in ufefulknowledgejin-^ 
fomuch, that orders were given for their daily fupply 
of meat and wine from the royal table. But Daniel, 
being a devout obfervcr of the religion of his cbiin- 
try, and determined to abide by the precepts it en- 
joined concerning the eating offome living creatures 
defired Afchanes the chief eunuch, who had them in^ 
charge, that,inftead of the delicacies which the king 
fentthemfromhis own table, they might have pulie 
or dates, or any other ordinary food that had no life, 
in it ; as a plain diet would be moft agreeable to their 
palates. The eunuch told them he was entirely dif- 
pofed to gratify their inclination ; but if fuch indif- 
ferent diet fhould caufe them to look not fo well as 
thofe who lived on betterfood, thekingmight take 
offence, and it might endanger his life. Findingthe 
eunuch not entirely averfe to the propofal, they up* 
ged him to permit them to make the experi ment only 
for ten days, and after that, if he found the leait 
change in their habit or complexion, he might bring 
them back to their fumptuous fare. The eunuch was 
prevailed upon to make the trial ; and when he found 
them fo far from being worfe for the alteration, that 
they improved both in the habit of their bodies, and 
their intelletfual faculties, he made no further fcru- 
ple of complying with their defires, but gave them 
fuch diet as they requefted, and kept the allowance 
from the royal table for his own ufe. 

This abftemious mode of living agreed fo well 
with Daniel and his companions, that it produced an. 



continue where they were. Suppofingit> therefore, || apparent good effeft in prcferving them in a ftate 

both of mind and body, fitforftudy or labour, being 

neither furfeited with variety, nor effeminated by 
luxury. Infhort, through the means of temperance 
and difcipline, their fpirits were kept clear and aflivc 
as appeared from their aftonifliing progrefs in the 



thVuivmc an invention of the prophet, to gratify Baruch his 
wUi - difciple, and expofe them to the refentment of the 

Babylonians, Johanan, and the people under him, in 
, contempt of the Divine commiflion by the prophet, 

went away into Egypt, and took with them Jeremiah 

and Baruch. 
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Upon their arrival, the prophet received Divine 
intimation, that the king of Babylon fliould bring 
an army into Egypt ; and was therefore commanded 
to tell the people that Egvpt fliould be taken, that 

their^n* P art °f them fliould be flain, and part carried away 
into ]sj;}'i>c. captive to Babylon, which accordingly came to pafs. 

For, in the fifth year after the deftruelion of Jerufa- 
lem, and the twenty-third of Nebuchadnezzar, he 
made an inroad into Ccelo-Syria, and upon fubduing 
it, carried the war forward to the Ammonites and 
Moabitcs ; and when he had reduced them to fub- 
jc<?tion, made a furious incurfioninto Egypt, flew the 
then king, fetup another in his place, and carried 



Hebrew and Chaldee languages. Daniel, indeedf 
exceeded the reft, and foon appeared to poilefsmoftrtjjt/ 
fingularknowlcdgeintheunderftanding and inter 
pretation of dreams. 

About two years after the deftruftion of Egyptitf 
Nebuchadnezzar had an extraordinary dream, wiucn ^ 
fo impreffed his mind as to make him very uneafy 
and what contributed to his perplexity was, that he 
could not recoiled: the fubftance of it. To affift bj s 
recollection in this particular, he fummoned all his 
wife men, as Chaldeans, Magi, and the prophets, 
and told them that he had an extraordinary dreamt 
the fubftance of which he had forgotten, and there- 
fore demanded of them the interpretation. They 
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anfwcrcd, that they could readily give him the inter- 
pretation, provided the v knew the dream ; hut with- 
*rc ol1 t that it would beimpollible. This anfwer farther 




decree, and had reafon to apprehend that he and his 
companions might be included in it, lie immediately 
repaired to Arioch, the captain of the king'sguarcls, 
rcquefting to know the crime for which they were to 
die. The captain informed him, that thekinghad a 
dream which he had forgotten, and that they were to 
die becaufc they could not tell him the fubftance. 
. t Daniel requeued him to procure him a reprieve for 
faxSM- one night only, and he would notdifpairof giving hi 



p 



him 

S£JmvU the (aTisfa&ion he required, as he had caufe to ap- 
bwwr- prehend that, by the Divine afliltuncc, he fliouldbe 
piv uuon. enab ] cc | f u to j 0 . ^h e captain related to the king 

the particulars that had palled between him and 
Daniel ; in confequence of which the execution was 
refpited, to try the cffedl of the experiment. 

Nebuchadnezzar having complied with Daniel's 
requeft,he immediately went home, and related the 
/ whole matter to his companions, befeechingthem to 
join in prayer with him, that God would be pleafed 
to reveal to him this great and important fecret, 
whereby not only their lives, but alfothofe of all the 
•wife men in Babylon, might be faved. The inter- 
celfion of Daniel and his companions was heard ; and 
that very night he received in a vifion, not only the 
dream itfelf, but a full interpretation of it, in order 
that he might communicate the whole matter to the 

king. 

Daniel was fo tranfported with thisfignalinftance 
of the Divine favour and regard, that he rofe early 
in the morning, encouraged his companions, now 

brought to the very brink of difpair, by a/Turing 
them, that they might dillipate their fears, andrett 
infecurity. When they had joined in their acknow- 
ledgements to the Almighty for his fignal interpofl- 
tionin their behalf, Daniel went to Arioch, the cap- 
tain of the guards, de firing him to introduce him to 
the king, with alfurance that he fhould have full 
fatisfaciion as to the particulars and interpretation 
of his dream. Arioch, happy in this intelligence, 
and pleafed with the thought of avoiding the exe- 
cution of the king's decree, readily complied with 
Daniel's requcft, and conduced him to the palace. 

When he was admitted to the king's prefence, he 
modeflly confclTed, that he did not arrogate to him- 
felf more wifdom than the Chaldeans and Magi, 
though upon their inability to difcover his dream, he 
had undertaken to give him full information. He 
acknowledged that it was not through hisown prc- 
fcience, orhispofleffinganunderftanding fuperiorto 

the reft but purely through the Divine mercy and 
goodnefs, which interpofed in a time of imminent 
danger, athis interceflion, for his own life, and thofe 
of his nation, and manifefted to him both the dream 
and the interpretation. He obferved, that he had 
not been fo folicitous for the fafety of himfelf and 
his companions, as for the prevention of the deaths 
of fo many worthy men, who had fo fevere a fentence 
pronounced againft them, for not being able to do 
that which could not be accomplished but by a fu- 
pernatural power. He then proceeded in words to 
the following purport : 
bring, « Your mind, O king, was agitated in your fleep, 
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concerning the fucceflion of the empire of the 
world onyour demife. The dreamhad a tendency 
<c to folve that matter, and point out to you thofe 
cc who will rule when you are no more. You faw 
c a large image, or ftatue, ftanding before y ou ; the 
c head was gold, the fhouldcrs and arms filver, the 
c belly and thighs brafs, and the legs and feet iron. 
* You then faw a ftone broken off from a mountain ; 
c the fall on the image overthrew it, and broke it fo 
" fmall that the duft of the gold, filver, brafs, and 
u iron, was as light as chaff, and carried away by a 
" blaft of wind to the furthermoft: parts of the 
cc earth ; the ftone increafing to fuch a magnitude, 
c that it lay like a mountain upon the face of the 
"earth." (a) 



By die different emblems in the interpretation of this dream, was 
HgnifieJ to Nebuchadnezzar the four grand empires of the world 

No. 14. 



no 



Daniel, having l litis related the dream, proceeded 
thus to give the interpretation : 

" The head of gold dcnotcsyourfelf, and thekings 
" of Babylon, your predeccflors. The hands and ^'jjl™* 
" (boulders portend that two kings Jhail fubvert 
u your empire and afterwards their empire lhall be 
4t fubverted by another kiiigcoming from the well in 
4< armour of brafs, and he is to be fuhducd, in procefs 
of time, l>y another in iron, which, in irsnature, is 
" ftrongcr than gold, and not to be rehfted." 

Daniel alio gave an interpretation of the (lone, 
which I lhall pafs over in this place, as I have under- 
taken to write of things pafl, and not of things to 
come. Thofe who are delirons of prying intofuturc 
events, are referred to the book of Daniel, as it 
ftands upon facred record. 

Nebuchadnezzar was fo aftonifhed at this wonder- Thek - „ 
fuldifcovery of his dream, and the interpretation of confer* 0 
it, that, after proftrating himfelf before Daniel, he ^^^ a 
appointed Divine honours to be done him : nor Damd. 
would this fervehim without giving; him the name 
of his god, Beltefhazzar. He then made him ruler of 
the whole province, and appointed feveralofhis 
kindred to offices of dignity . This drew fuch an envy 
upon them as to endanger their lives, through a dil- 
guft the king took on the following occafion : 

He caufed an imate of gold to be made fixty cu- 
bits in height, and lix in breadth, and placed it in^"f x h ^; 
the great plain of Ikibylon. He fuivmicned upon the u^ouica 
dedication of it, the great men ant! olh'cers, through- ti"?u^iiu. 
out all his dominions, making proclamation that, 
upon hearing the found of the trumpet, they Mould 
all fall down and worfliip the image, upon pain of 
being call: into the firy furnace. 

Accordingly, upon the fount! of the trumpet, all 
the people fell down arid worshipped, Daniel and his 
kindred excepted, who refilling to do it, from a re- 
verence to the laws of their country, were informed 
againlfc, and caft into the fire 5 but, through a mer- 
ciful Providence, their lives were prcferved. The The won* 
flame, as it were, fufpended the verv nature of its v*e» 
devouring quality 111 favour or the innocent, for they ofnanfer* 
were not lo much as fcorched . This miraculous in- from^e"* 
terpolition of the Divine power and goodnefs, in devouring 
their deliverance and j unification, recommended $^"3. 



them to the king's efteem in fuch a degree, that they 
were more honoured and carefied, if poflible, than 
they had been before. 

Soon after this lingular circumftance in favour of 
the worfhippers of the true God, who refufed to bow 
down to idols, Nebuchadnezzar had another dream, 
as furprizing as the former. It was, u That being ex- 
pelled from the kingdom, he lived feven years among 
the beads of the forehand wasafterwardsreftored to Afecond 
his former ftate and dignity." Upon this occafion, 
the king again fen t for the Magi, and demanded of 
them the interpretation. But they were as incapable 
of expounding this dream, which he perfectly re- 
membered, as they were of the former, which he had 
entirely forgotten. Recourfc was therefore, from ' 
neceffity,had to Daniel, who gave him theinterpre- J^tTii 
tation, and his prediction was confirmed by the 
event ; for after an interval of feven years folitudem 
the defcrt, during which no attempt was made to 
feize 011 his government, the Almighty was pleafed 

ore him to his regal authority. 
Let menotincur cenfure for reprefen ting things in 
my writings minutely as I find them in ancient hif- Jofcphm 

tory; for I have obviated all caufe for this cenfure, hlmfSf Ci 
by a public declaration, at the commencement, of from * u»- 

this work, that it fliould be my ftudy and endeavour rt"c. cca * 
to acquit myfelf as an impartial and faithful tranlla- 
tor of the hillory from the Hebrew into the Creek, 
and to adhere precifely to tlie original, without ad- 
chtion or ciiminution. 

Nebuchadnezzar was a prince of an active clifpo- Ucathof 
lition and much more fortunate than any of Ii is ™,!f h ' 
predeceflors. He departed this life after he had 
reigned forty three years. 

Bcrofus, in the third book of the Chaldean Hillory, Te(Hmon 
writes concerning him thus : fci Nehuchadnofcr, the 0 r»«?o°r?» 
Qi father, underftanding that a certain great ofiiccr, ^ RCcniif1 S , 
ci to whom he had committed the oovernment of 



namely, the CluloVan, Prrfian. Grcckn, and Pvoman ? The Aiiyrian 
or Chaldean is reprefcnted bv jr<»'<l, l>;'ca..it? it was i'\c firft, the molt 
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" K#ypt, Cfdo-Syria, find Phoenicia, was fallen off 
44 from his allegiance, and not being in bodily coii- 
u ditton hinifclf to fuftain the fatigues of a war in his 
" own pcrTou, font his Ton, Nebuchadnezzar, with 
•* part of his army to reduce him to obedience. He 
" went, fodnd him out, fought, overcame him, and 
u brought back the rcvoltccl provinces to their duty. 
" His father, in the mean time, was taken off by a 
" ficknefsat Babylon, in the twenty-firft year of his 
reign. The young prince had no fooner intclli- 



rodacb, who immediately rcl'rufl'tl Jcholakmu king 
of Jcrufalem, from his confmcment, honoured hitu 
\\ ttli many pre fonts, rcpofrd in !;tm a particular coit- 
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at Babylon. His father, in dcccl, h.id ignobly violated 
his faith w ith Jchoiukjm/m makinghinj hisprifoner, 
after having voluntarily delivered hinifclf up, with 



ct gence of this event than he applied himfclf to the fucccetleil by his fun Nigli(Tai% who having re ^ncdNrgi|jj-^ 
' * c fetteling of his affairs in Egypt, and the reft of the forty years, the government Fell, by right hereditary L ^*£ 
" provinces; and recommended to fome particular j to his ibnLaboiurdochus, who retained it only nine taboft,^ 



provinces ; 

cc friends the charge of con veyinghisprifonersjjews, 
c< Syrians, Phoenicians, and Egyptians, to Babylon, 
cc with the army and baggage, while he himfclf, 
" with a fmall retinue, took his way thither over the 
44 defert. The government wasreferved for him in 
€t the mean time by the Chaldeans, and lectured in 
c i his abfence by the principal men till his return ; fo 
<c that, when he entered upon the government, he 

cftabliflied in the full pofleifioa of his paternal 
empire. His fir ft care was to make a well-arranged 
" diftributionofhiscaptivesinto colonies ; and after 
" that to adorn the temple of Belus, and other reli- 
" gi° us places, with the fpoils taken in battle. He 
" repaired and enlarged the ancient buildings of the 
" city, and raifed works upon the banks of the river, 
" to prevent all approaches of an enemy. He erected 
" three walls, or entrenchments, within the bounds 
" of the city, and as many without, 
" all compofed of brick *i 
" city, he ornamented the gates with a curious fron- 
" tilpiece ; and built another palace contigious to 
4c that of his father, with all poflible art and magni- 
u licence. The particulars of this ftately edifice are 
" too numerous Forinfertion in this place; therefore 
u I (hall only obferve, as worthy of notice and ad- 
" miration, that it was finiflied in fifteen days ! In 
" this building there were vaft ftones, fupported 
upon arches, that appeared like mountains fuf- 
u pended in the air ; and they were planted on the 
4C fummit withfeveral forts of trees, in compliment 



and they were 
Having- thus fortified the 



nes. 



" to the queen, who, being a Median, was fondly 
iC delirous to fee fome artificial refemblance of the 
44 gardens and rarities of her own country." 

Magafthenes, in the fourth volume of his Hiftory 
Magaahc- of India, makes mention of thefe garden works, and 

reprefents this king, both for his enterprizes and his 
performances, as fuperior to Hercules himfelf, 
Dtocie*. having fubdued the greateft part of Lybia and 
*hiioftratus iberia. Diocles writes bf this monarch in the fecond 

book of his Perfian Hiftory ; as does Philoftratus, 
in his account of the Phoenicians and Indians, that 
this prince, in the days of Ithobal, king of Tyre, 
maintained a feige of thirteen years againft that 
town. Thefe are all the hiftorians, within the com- 
pafs of my knowledge, who have written concerning 



this king 



CHAP. XII. 



Nebuchadnezzar fuccceded by Evil-Merodach., who li- 
berate* Jehoiakim. SucceJJion down to Belfjazzar. 
Cyrus and Darius bejiege Aim in Babylon. Daniel 
expounds a viftonto him. Is carejfed by Darius. His 
extraordinary deliverances and predittions. 

Eriuiero- the death of Nebuchadnezzar, the govern- 

©w&hiV ^ ment of Babylon devolved to his fon, Evil-Me- 

father, libe- 
rates ami 

prefers Jc- 1 

hoiakim. 

a Kings xy. 

Jer,j2. fplcndhl, the mod magnificent, if not the moft extenfive ; and king 

Nebuchadnezzar, being then upon the throne, is faid to he the head of 
it. Th -t of filvcr reprefents the Perfian empire, founded by Cyrus on 
the ruiiis of the Chaldean, but inferior to it, at lead in its duration, if not 
in its extent. That of brafs is the Grecian empire, founded by Alexan- 
der on the ruins of the Perfian ; and its character is, that it fiouhl 
bear rule aver all the earthy Dan. ii. 59. which was verified in its great 
founder; for, upon his return from India to Babylon, the ambafladors of 
almoft all the known parts of the world reforted thither, to pay their 
homage and acknowledgement of his dominion. That of iron is the 
Roman empire, which is diftinguifhed by its breaking in pieces, and 
fiibJning all things. For, during the time it was in its full llren»ih and 
vigour, under its confuls and tfrft emperors, it brought under its do- 
minion all the kingdoms and ftatcs that were then fubiifting in Europe, 



months, aftervvhich it devolved onBcl!hazzar 7 called, ch " Jb > 2 «i. 
by the Babylonians, Naboandel. J ttzir * 

Cyrus, king of the Perfians, and Darius, king of Expcdi r ^ 

the Medes, made war upon this prince ; and while 

they lay before Babylon, there appeared to Bclfliaz- 

zar a mod extraordinary vilion. As lie was re 



ft 



ali 



inebrl. 



hitnfelf in a (pacious room, with his courtiers and 
concubines, he ordered the veflTels of gold and (ilver, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
of Jerufalem, to be brought thither and converted 
to the purpofes of conviviality ; though he had al- 
ready a nioft magnificent fervice of plate, and they 
had never heretofore been put to any kind of uf c . 
To add to this inftance of their criminality, when 
they became intoxicated, the}' added blafphemy to nu ' } 
prophanatibii. In the midlt of their mirth and jolli- 
ty, the king was thrown into the ntmoft terror and 
confternation by the appearance of an hand, which 
wrote on the wall, in three words, the (entenceof his t nh - mL 
condemnation. He immediately lentror the nioft peui^ 
expert of the Magi, to tell him the meaning of the thevr3k 
words that were marked on theplaifter : but when 
they were not able to make the leaft difcovery, Bel- 
fliazzar was under fuch agitation of mind, that he 
caufed a proclamation to be made, that whoever 
could explain the writing and give him the lignifica- 
tion, fliould have, as a reward, a golden chain and 
purple veftment ; nay, the third place of rule in his 
dominions. This proclamation induced the Magi 
to exert their utmoft Ikill to find out the import of 
the writing ; but they were as defective as they had 
beeu upon the former occalion. 

While the king was labouring under a ftate of the 
mofl anxious and termenting iufpenfe, his grand- 
mother told him, for his encouragement, " That 



J 



Jud 



whole name was Daniel, famed for his fagacity ia 
folving the moft intricate matters that could pombly 
be pronounced to him." She added, that he had 
brought to light fuch things, and anfwered fuch 
queftions to Nebuchadnezzar, as defeated the ikill 
of the moft learned in his kingdom when they were 
confulted. She therefore dehrcd he would fend for 
him, and enquire of him concerning the writing ; 
giving him full encouragement at the fame time, to 
fpeak the truth, though it fliould make againft him, 
on the means of folving his doubts, and expolingthe 
ignorance and inability of pretenders. 

Upon this advice Belftiazzar caufed Daniel to be oamdi 
fentfor; prof effing, indeed, that he had heard of his g*" 
extraordinary fagacity, and that he apprehended theiris* 
him to be the moft capable perfon in the world to 
divine the truth of a matter inexp Iicable to all others. 
When Daniel was brought into the royal prefence, 
the king put the queftion to him, declaring, that if 
he folv ed it, he fliould be rewarded with the prcfents, 



rcat part of Alia ; bur, from that time, it necame a mis- 
clay. Its emperors proved moft of them vicious and cor- 
hcir tyranny, making thcmfclvcs hateful to their fuhjccls, 
ies and vices contemptible, Laftly, that of the Hone out 



Africa, and a great part of Afia ; bur, from that time, it became a mix- 
ture of iron and 
rupr, either by th 

or, by th eir follies and vices contempt 

of the mountain is the fifth monarchy, or the kingdom of the M«'ffiah '» 
which, againft nil the power and policy of the Roman empire, prevailed, 
not by an external force, but by the powerful preaching of the cmfpel, to 
the fuppreflion and defeat of wickednefs and impiety, idolatry and fiiperiu- 
tion : and it lhalJ (land for ever, and never be de'droyed. Dan. ii. 44* 
which can be faid of no other kingdom than that of Jt fus Chrift, which, 
for thofe fevemcen hundred yearsand upwards, has with flood the violence 
of per fr cm ions, and all other contrivances formed againft it, and has the 
fare promifes of its Almighty Founder on its fide, that the gates rfhtll 
fa all tntp re vail again ft it. M a 1 1 , x v i . 1 8 . 
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and honours fpccificd in the proclamation lie had 
caufedto be made throughout his dominions, and 
which would fpread his fame throughout the world, 
when itfbould be known that he had acquired them 

by his wifdom. 

Daniel modeftly declined receiving the offers pro- 
pofed, obferving that wifdom was a Divine gift, and 
not to be corrupted by bribes, but, on the contrary, 
beftowing its benefits freely on thofe who feck 
them ; for which caufe he would proceed to explain 
the writing. 

u The writing (faid he) denotes that your death 
^?c£ni u * s a * hand, as you have not taken warning from 
Writing. " the judgments that befell your great anccftor, for 

" his contempt of God, andnegleA of the exercife 
" of piety and virtue. You cannot but know that 
u Nebuchadnezzar was baniflied human fociety, 
<e and fentenced to the life and condition of a healt > 
iC though it pleafed the Almighty, on his contrition 
" and fupplication to reftore him to his former Hate 
tc as a man and a monarch, which fignalinftance of 
ifc Divine mercy he adored and celebrated during 
<c the remainder of his life t but this example is fo 
** far from having a due influence on you, and thofe 
iC around you, that you are guilty of the moft fia- 
<fi grant blafphemy, and glory in the prophanation of 
" the ve{Tels dedicated £o the moft folemn fervices, 
u By thefe impious courfesyou have drawn upon 
u your head the Divine vengeance ; and the intent 
" of the writing is to demonitrate to you the confe- 
4t quence. MENE, which fignifies number , intimate? 
4C that the days both of your life and reign are num-r 
" bered, or that you have but a fhort time to live, 
" TEKEL, which fignifies weighty intimates that 
" you have been weighed in the balance of Divine 
"juftice, and found wanting. PHARES, which 
<c iignifies a fragment , intimates that your kingdom 
44 Hiall be divided, and given to the Medejj and 
44 Perfians." 

Belihazzar, having heard this dreadful fentence 
pronounced by Daniel, could not but be {truck with 
awe and confufion : neverthelefs he fulfilled his prb^ 
mife, though he was the harbinger of moft difaftrous 
events, juitly imputing the caufe not to the prophet 
but his own impious courfes, that had fo highly ex- 
cited the Divine indignation. 
Babylon Soon after this both hinifelf and the city were 
c*r£ by taken by Cyrus. ( /) king of Perlia,inthcfeventeenth 

year of the reign of Belfhazzar, who is faid to-have 
been the laft king of the family of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Darius was fi&ty-two years of age at the fubveriion 
of the Babyloniih empire, with the alliftance of Cy- 
rus, hiskinfman, which Cyrus was the fonof Afty- 
ages, though known among the Greeks by another 
name. He caufed the prophet Daniel to accompany 
him to Media, where he treated him with Angular 
t> 3n ; c l tokens of elteem, and appointed him one of the three 

«fraej cC " c ^ e ^ governors, that had three hundred and fixty 
andprd more under them, according to the original inftitu- 
S b/ %iC l n of Darius. Indeed, the king of Media enter- 
tained fo high an opinion of the ability and integrity 
of Daniel, that he confulted him upon alloccalions 
as an oracle, nor would refolve upon any jiiatter of 
importance without his advice. 

But it was with Daniel as with the favourites of 
k5j «nha. princes in general ; the confidence and fmiles of the 

?h°c7nvtof^ n S h\i mafter excited the envy of the courtiers 
rtegreat. around him. $>aniel, however, was fo well aware of 

their defign, that he kept fo ftritf: a watch over his 
words and actions as to elude their keeneft efforts. 
Ashe was above the love of money, he defpifed bri- 
bery, and even difdained to accept a gratuity forfer- 
vices performed. Hisenemies, however, contrived 
a plot to enfnare him in the following manner. 
msS" Obferving that Daniel exercifed prayers three times 
Udeftruc-a day, they applied, in the name of his council and 
lun ' Hate officers, and with their advice and requeft, to 



* 

the kiiucintrcaunp; him to iliac an edici, that who- 
(oevcr Humid presume to prefer any petition cither 
to God or man fur the (pace of thirty days, fhould 
be call into the lions' den. The kill**' being fo fhort- 
lighted as not to fee through the malevolence of this 
device, which, on due reflection, mull have appeared 
tolcrike at the life of Daniel, con fen ted to the re- 
quell, promifed a confirmation of it, and ordered the; 
publication of the edict, as the act of hinifelf and 
council* The penalty annexed to the tranfgrcflion 
of the edict, wasfo ievcre thatthc people,in general, 
were terrified into compliance with it. But Daniel 
Hill perlilted in hisufual courfc of paying his a dor a-; 
tions to the Almighty three times every day in the 
public view pf the world, wholly rcgardjels of the 
tenour of the edict. This pious refolution furnifhed 
his enemies with the opportunity of a pretence for 
accufation of which they immediately availed them- 
felves. They waited on the king, and gave him tqi 
underltand, that Daniel was the only man who, in 
dired: contempt of his royal proclamation, and con- 
trary %o the tenour and letter of the edi<ft,had prayed 
to his God, and that not from a principle of piety, 
but afpirit of obftinacy, and defiance of bis aptho-? 
rity. Such was the inveteracy of their hatred, and 
fuch their apprehenfion that the king's pcrfbnal re- 
gard for him would induce him to pafs over the 

offence, that they folicited with an importunity, and 
urged him with clamour not to be refilled, forju®c 
on the delinquent, and that, according to law, he 
might be caft into the lions' den. 
. Darius was compelled toyield to their preflinj^im- 
portunities ; but gave Daniel to underltand his hope 
and trtift that a Divine miracle wopld be wrought to 



Daniel caft 



reftue fogood a man from impending deftruction, into thc 
Daniel, in fine, was caft into the den ; and a great lions; ten 

ftone was laid ap the mouth", upon which the king beyfng°th? 
put his ownfignet, and retired penlive to his palace, king's 
He pafled that night without eating or fleeping ; for coramand - 
the anxiety of his mind for the fate of Daniel would 
not fuffer him to enjoy the comforts andrefreftiments 
of life* At the eartteft morii he* went to the den, 
where he found every thing as left the preceding 
day, and the royal, ligiiet untouched. He called 
upon Daniel by name, to fatisfy himfelf refpedring Miracn- 
his fate, Daniel no fbo'ner heard his voice than he 
exclaimed, cc O king, live tor ever ! M At which in- 
ftant the king ordered him to be tgken out. 

But his enemies would not adipit that his fafety 
was the effedl of a iprbvidential interpofition, and 
, attributed it folely to the lions being glutted with 
food. The king was fo iucenfed at this inftance of 
their rancour, that he commanded the lions to be 
, fated with prey and Daniel's accufers call: in among h« accti- 
them ; pertinently obferving, that, as the lame jntothc 
caufes on natural principles, would produce the fame j^' r * ntl 
efFedts, the fupernatural interference would appear, inftwu 
if they fliarcd an expetfted, nay, a defevved fate. 
The lions inftantly feized and tore them to pieces ; 
fo that they perilhed as yi&ims to Diyine as well as 
humanjuftice. 

Darius having thus executed juftice on the ene-r 
mies of Daniel, published a decree throughout his 
empire, commanding his people to acknowledge the D *j?* 
God of Daniel to be the only true and Almighty God 
and, at the fame time, heaped honours upon the pro- JJ^qJJJJ 
phet, in preference to all his friends and favourites. 
Having, by his piety and moderation, procured an Daniel 
univerfal efteem, Daniel ere&ed a ftately fabric at 
Ecbatan, the capital of Media, a work as eminent Ecbacan. 
for the ftrength as the beauty of its ftru<5ture. This * 
elegant building is ftill to be leen, and appears as firm 
as if it had not fultained the leafl: impair from the 
fliock of time. It is famous for being the royal 
monument pf the kings of the Medes, Perfians, and 
Parthians, to which ufe it is ftill applied ; and the 
fpot is committed to the cuftody of a Jewiihprieft * 
to this day, -, t * 




dcftroycJ 



•4 



i 



(a) The manner in which this was done is related by Xcnophcm as 
follows : " That two defcrters, named Gadata and Gobryas, having 
t( aHiflcd fome of the Perfian army to kill the guards, ami fcizs upon the 
fe palace, they entered into the room where the king was, whom they 
,c found (landing up in a poihire of dcfcr.ee: but that they foon dif- 



No* 



€t patched htm, whereby was fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah j*' / 
tufU make drunk her princes and her wife men f her captains, and her ru- 
lers, and her mighty wen ; and they JJjatl flap a perpetual //cep, and 
not awake, faith the king whofe name is the Lord of UoJis % Sec Jere- 
miah li. 57. 
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There arc other circumftanccs in the hiflory of 
Daniel, which, from their extraordinary nature, arc 
well worthy of obfervation. He was endowed with 
a lingular gift of prophecy ; acquired the highelfc de- 
gree of reputation, both with prince and people; and, 
at his death left behind him a character that reflects 
immortal honour on hi& memory. We find, by his 
writings, that are ftill extant, and in daily ufe and 
reading, that he w as highly favoured of God, who 
was pleafed to reveal to him, not only the fum and 
fubftance of things to come, in common with other 
prophets, but the precife time of their accomplifli- 
mcnt. And whereas other prophets,in general fore : 
boded calamitous events, and confequently incurred 
the odium of princes and people, it was hispeculiar 
honour and happinefs to conciliate their efteem, by 
being the harbinger of welcome tidings. The accu- 
racy and veracity of his predictions will be abun T 
dantly evident tofuch as may be difpofed.to pejrufe 
his writings with candour, in proof of which we cite 
the following paiOTage. 



cc 



Vifion of 
the ram 
and goac. 
Daniel viii 



It happened (fayshe) as I was taking the. air 
<c with fome of my companions at Sufa, the metro- 
" polis of Perfia, that we were fuddenly furprized 
tc with an earthquake. My friends, in a fit of ter- 
u ror, deferted me. As 1 lay upon the ground, 
<c ftruck with, horror and conuernation at %o awful 

C - $ event > 1 perceived the touch, and heard the 
cc voice of a perfon,'bidding me rife, and give due 
cc attention, as the revolutions that would befall my 
" countrymen in future ages, would not to me be 
c< communicated. When I arpfe I faw a large ram, 
" with feveral horns, and thelaft was higher than 
tc the reft. Turning my face towards the weft, I 
*' faw a goat that pafTed through the air, encounter- 
u ed the ram, ftruck him down twice, and trampled 
" him under his feet. After thi? there arofe a large 
" horn out of the forehead of the goat, and when 
cc that came to be broken, there Iprang up four 
4t more, pointing towards the four quarters of the 
cc heavens." He alfo writes, cc That from one of 
cc them came forth a little horn, which, upon grow- 
"ingup, fhould wage war with the nation of the 
< c Jews, and deftroy Jerufalem itfelf, fupprefs the 
cc ceremonies of the temple, and all facrinccs, for 
€C the fpace of 1195 days/' 

This was the vifion which Daniel writes he faw at 
Sufa, that was firftlhewnby a Divine revelation, and 
then interpreted after the following manner : 



In the fame manner 



u Ry the ram was fignificd the kindoms of the 
" Medcs and PerHans. By the horns the kings who 
" were to fuccccd to the government of thole king* 
tC doms. , By thelaft horn the tranfeendency of the 
u laft king over all his prcdeceflbrs, in riches and 

power. By the goat was iighifictl fome king of^t*^ 
" Greece, who (hould twice overthrow the Periians, tSo?^ 
u and fiibdue their, empire. . By the greathorn oh 
" the forehead of the goat was meant the firft of their 
" kings and by the budding out of four horns 
" more, pointing to the four winds, was to be under- 
u ftood the fucceffors ,to. t\\Qih kings, and the par- 
c< titidnof their dominions after the death of thefirft, 
" though Grangers to the blood j but that never- 
" thelefsthey fhould reign'for. feveral years. And/ ' 
" that in'procefs of time, from among them fhould 
" arife a king, who fhould make war upon the Jewifh 
" nation, fupprefs their laws/ rifle the temple, and 
" put a ftop to the exercife of Divine worfhip for 
" the fpace of three years." This prophecy was ful- 
filled under Antiochus Epiphanes. 

this prophet foretold the Prophecy 
defolation of our people by the vi&orious arms of^ n< ? rB &f 
the Roman empire. All thefe prefages he received empire 0 * 
from Divine revelation, and tranfmitted them in 
writing to pofterity, as a teftimony upon record, of 
the exadb correfpondence of the predi&iori and the 
event. • 

Thefe particulars may ferve. to eftafclifh a venera- 
tion for the writings of a man whom .God waspleafed 

to honour info particular a x&anner. They like wife JfJjjjJ 
tend to refute the enormous opinions of the Epicu- trine* 0 f 

reans, who deny the fuperintendency of an over-rul- j^f* 
ing Providence, and afTert the dodtrines of chance 
and neceflity, and that the whole fublunary fyftem 
is the effedt of contingencies, without any primary 
caufe, not fubjedt to ihe influence of any guide or 
director. (*) Upon this principle the world would 
refemble a fhip tofled at the mercy of the winds and 
waves, without apilot ; or a chariot, without a driver, 
overthrown through the fury of horfes uncurbed, on 
crags or precipices. So that from the predictions of 
Daniel before mentioned, I think the ignorance and 1 
ftupidity of thofe men will be evident, who difpute 
the fuperintendance of a Divine Providence, and 
aflert the abfurd dodtrine of chance and fatality.* 
To fuch opinions it will fuffice to oppofe the mod 
authentic teftimonies of the exa<5t correfpondence 
between prefages and events which could never have 
taken place without the intervention of a fuperna- 
tural power. 



(a) St. Paul confuted many of the Epicurean doctrines when he was 

at Athens. 

** No providence th* fceptic will allow : 

" Then let chc ingratcfal mortal tell me how 



u His tender infancy protection found, 

t€ And how his childhood was with manhood crownM • 

u How from his youth he came to manly years, 

u Through many dangers which he fees and fears ?" 



END OF THE TENTH BOOR, 



# 



i 





BOOK 



XL 



[INCLUDING A PERIOD OF TWO HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS.] 




aChron. 

f ■ 

Ezra. 1. 



CHAP. I. 

Reparation of the Jews from the Babylonijh captivity 
by means of Cyrus, who, by his bountiful influence, 
promotes the rebuilding of the city and temple of Jeru- 
falem. 

N the firft year of the reign of Cyrus, king of 
thePerfians, and the feventieth of the captivity 
of the Jews in Babylon, the Almighty was plea- 
fed to commiferate their calamity, and, as he 
had foretold them, by Jeremiah, the prophet, be- 
fore the deftruftipn of the city, that, after they had 
ferved Nebuchadnezzar and hispofterityforfeventy 
years, they fliould be reftored* to their own coun- 
try, fee the temple rebuilt, and refume their former 

ftate of glory, fo he vouchfafed to fulfill his pro- _ _ 

mife in every inftance. This was affeiited through ]| of their vows, and the folemnity of oblations, as if 
the means of king Cyrus, who fent circular letters 
throughout all Afia to this purport. 




the Jews to Babylon, and informed them that fuch 
of them as were difpofed to return to their country, 
fhould have pafsports and permiffion to rebuild the to Jem- 
temple and city of Jerufalem, not doubting but falem# 
that the Almighty would be propitious to the de- 
fign. He proniifed that he would fend orders to 
aff his governors and officers,borderingupon Judasa, 
to fiirnifh them with gold and filver for the fabric, 
and beafts for facrifices. 

Encouraged by fo generous a propofal, the mod 
eminent of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
together with the priefts and Levites, immediately 
haftened to Jerufalem. Many of them, however, Gcncral 
remained in Babylon, unwilling to quit their pofTe£- co^uiba- 
fions. Upon their arrival in Jerufalem, ail the king's tion zo 
officers contributed largely towards the promotion the work, 
of the great works ; fotne in gold, others in filver, 
and others in cattle. Many attended the difcharge 



they had already entered upon the bufinefs of re- 



<c Thus faith Cyrus, the king, I do fully believe 
Cyras, by <c that the Great God, of whofe gift and bounty I 
Sn^^ ^old my empire, is the very God whom the chil- 
toowieJge« u dren of Ifrael worfhip ; for I find honourable 

ttjew. 0 * " ment i° n ni3Me of my name by his prophets of 

tc ancient date, as a perfon who, in time to come 
cc fhould rebuild Terufalem, and reinftate the peo- 
ple." J F 

Cyrus, it feems, had read the prophecies of Ifaiah, 
tieaiow which bore date two hundred and ten years before 
>rrcbmia-h e was born, wherein the prophet relates a revela- 

S oF t *? n ^ e ^ a< ^ f rom Almighty, " That he would 
?ah. cm * rai ^ e U P one Cyrus to be a king of many and power- 

ful.nations, who would re-eftablifli the Hebrews in 
their native country This was foretold by Ifaiah 
an hundred and forty years before the temple was 
deftroyed. The king was fo tranfported upon the 
reading of thefe divine predi<5lions concerning him- 
felf, that he became earneftly defirous of promot- 
ing their accomplifhtnent. 





building the city, and the exercife of their ancient 
difcipline. Cyrus alfo fent back the holy veflelst, a * c ic t s 0 jc- 
and utenfils that Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of w&lem. 
the temple. Thefe delivered in charge to Mith- 
ridates, the king's treafurer, and by him depofiteel 
with Abafla, till the temple fliould be finifhed, when 
they were to be reftorcd to the priefts and rulers of 
the people for folemn ufesand fervices. Cyrus then 
fent an epiftle to the governors of Syria, couched 
in terms to the following import : 

Cyrus, the king, to Syfina, and Sarabafan,fendeth 
greeting. 

cc Be it known unto you that I have given leave 
to all the Jews, that are in my dominions to return 
into their own country, and there to rebuild their |? r ^ c f J* 
capital city, with the holy temple at Jerufalem, in ieLuding 
the fame place where it flood before. I have like £mp!e«f 
wife fent my treafurer, Mithridates, and Zerub- jerufalem. 
babel, governor of Judasa, to fuperintend the 
building, and fee it raifed fixty cubits and up- 
wards from the ground, and as many over ; the 
walls to be three rows of polidied (tone, and one of 
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To this end he fummoned all the leading men of I* c< the wood of the country, together with an altar 
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44 nezzar carried away from the temple at Jcrufa- 
44 1cm, to be fent back and reftorcd; Their mim- 



44 dredfilvcr ; thirty golden chalices, and three h 
44 dred filver ; thirty golden phials, and two th 



" her is as follows : fifteen golden ewers, and four 
44 hundred filver ; fifty golden veflcls, and four hun- 

- un- 

7 a # ou- 

fand four hundred ulver ; with a thoufand other 
large vcflels, of divers forms, and for divers ufes. 
It is my farther plcafure that they receive entirely 
44 to themfelves all the profits and revenues that 
were formerly enjoyed by their predeceflbrs ; and 
44 that they have an allowance paid them of two 
44 Imndred and five thoufand five hundred drachmas, 
44 in confideration of beafts for facrifice, wine, and 
cc oil ; and two thoufand five hundred meafures of 
44 wheat, in lieu of fine flour ; and all this to be 
44 raifed upon the tribute of Samaria. The pricfts 
44 alone to offer up the facrifices, according to the 
44 laws and ceremonies of Mofes v and to pray daily 
44 for the king and the royal family, and for the wel- 
44 fare andhappinefs of the Perfian empire. Let no 
44 man prefume to do any thing contrary to the te- 
44 nour of this my royal will and proclamation, on 
44 pain of forfeiting both life and pofle (lions 



44 the Jews, from generation to generation, to have 
" been enemies to regal government ; and thatthisf 
44 very city was jultlv laid wafte for the daring 
44 crime of rebellion. Wc beg leave to fttbmit theft- 
44 matters to your royal confideration ; and add, 5 
44 that, if you fufter them to proceed with the re- 
4fc building of the eity, and the finifliing of the walls; 
44 you will find your communication cut off witW 
< 4 Phoenicia and Ccelo-Syria." 

CHAP. III. 

w 

m 

Cambyfes fends orders for patting a flop to the rebuilding 
of the city and temple. On his demife the Magi re- 
tain the government of Per ft a .during one year, when 
Darius is chofen king. 

CAMBYSES, who was of himfelfnaturally averfe 
to the Jews, ftood in need of very little incentive 
to excite him to perfecution. After reading, there- 
fore, there monftrancc, and confulting the records of 
his ahceftors, he gave anfwer to this effeeffc : 



44 Cambyfcs, the king, toRathymus, hiftoriogra^ 
4C pher, Senielius, fcribe, and the reft of the 
44 inhabitants of Samaria and Phoenicia, greet- 
44 ing: 

44 Upon the reading youi»letter of addrefs, I have 
44 caufed the records of former times to be examin- 
This was the fubftance of the king's letter ; and II 44 ed, according to your requcft,and have found 
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the number of thofe that came out of captivity to 
Jcrufalem, upon this invitation and encourage- 
ment, amounted to forty-two thoufand, four hun- 
dred, and fixty-two. 

CHAP. II. 

On the death of Cyrus, his fon y Cambyfes, is folicited t 
countermand the order for rebuilding the city and tem- 
ple of Jerufalem. 



HEN the foundations of the temple were lay- 
ing and the Jews (a) were wholly bent on the 



w 

advancement of the undertaking, the bordering 
nations, and efpecially the Chuthites, whom Sala- 
manezer, kingof Aflyria, hadformerly transplanted 
from Perfia and Media into Samaria, after he had re- 
moved the Ifraelites into other habitations, applied 
to the governors, to whom the care of the undertak- 



ing was committed,importuning them moft earneft- 
ly not to fuffcr the Jews to proceed upon the project 
of rebuilding the city and temple . The commiffion- 
ers were prevailed on, by the force of the bribes, and 
fair promifes, to flaken their diligence in the profe- 
cution of their orders ; and, during the courfe of 
this negligence and delay, Cyrus could not take cog- 
nizance of this, being engaged in a war with the 
Maflagetes, in which he loft his life. 

Upon the death of Cyrus, Cambyfes of courfe 
fucceededto the empire. He had an addrefs pre fent- 
edhim out of Syria and Phoenicia, and from the Am- 
monites, Moabites, and Samarians, ligned by Ra- 
thymus, hilloriographer, Semelius, fcribe, and the 
magiftrates of Phoenicia and Syria. The tenour of 
it was to the folio wing purport : 44 It is fit, Oking, 

44 you fhould underftand that the Jews, who were 
44 carried away to Babylon,are now returned to their 
44 former feats, and into our county, where they are 
4< bufiiy employed in rebuilding a city that was moft 
44 defervedlydeftroyed for feditious practices. They 

44 arc letting up markets and places of commerce, 
44 repairing the walls, and raifing up the temple. 
44 Know, therefore, that whenthefe things are finifh- 
44 ed,they will neither pay taxes, or yield allegiance; 
44 for they are profefled enemies to kings, and will 
44 not fubmit to ferve, if once they have it in their 
44 power to command. We confider it as the indif- 
44 penfable duty of faithful fubje&s, to apprize you 
44 of the true ftate of the matter, before it is too 
44 late. We befeech you, therefore, to recur to the 
44 hiftory of your predeceflbrs, where you will find 



44 your obfervations, refpedting the city, confonant Jj^yk 
44 with truth and former experience. The Jews author^ 
44 therein appear ever to have been a vindictive, ^^a. 
44 turbulent people, naturally difpofed to rebellion ; ing oft)* 
44 and their kings, in the laft extreme, vekatiom 
44 and tyrannical in the impofition of taxes, as 
44 Phoenicia and Coelo-Syria, in particular may bear 
44 witnefs agaihft them. On thefe confiderations 
44 it is my command that you exert your utmoft 
44 power to prevent the rebuilding of the city and 
44 temple ; for, in proportion to the increafe of 
44 power amongft thofe people, will thefpirit of fc- 
44 dition revive ; and as they have revolted againft 
former fovereigns, there is the greateft reafon to 
apprehend they will as audacioufly contend againft 



After the return from the captivity, the people, in general, came 
to be called Jews ; becaufe, chough there were many Ifraelites among 
them * yet ibey chiefly confided of ihe tribes of Judah and Benjamin: 



the authority of the prefent government. 
Rathymus and Semelius, having read thisepiftle 
mandatory, haftened with a conliderable body of 
affociates to Jerufalem, andpurfuing the king's or- 
ders with the utmoft rigour, an abfoluteftop wasput 
to any further proceeding in the world of rebuilding The wo* 
the city and temple, fo that it was difcohtinued for^^ 
the fpace of nine years, that is, to the fecond year of yean. 
Darius, king of Perfia- Cambyfes, after he had 
reigned fix years, and fubdued Egypt, died at Oa- p ^ rf 
ma feus, on his return from that expedition. Upon canbjfa. 
his demife the government refted in the hands of 
the Magi for the term of a full year, when it was 
conferred, by the feven Satrapce, or eminent fami- 
lies of the Perlians, with common confent, to Darius 
thefon ofHyftafpes. 

CHAP. IV, 

■ 

Darius promotes and accomplices the work of rebuilding 

the city and temple, againft alloppofitiov. 

KING Darius, before his exaltation to the throne 
of Perfia, was well affected towdfrds the Jews ; 
and had made a folemn vow, that, if he ever attained difpoStfo 
to that dignity, he would fend all the holy veffels™*^ 
that were in Babylon back again to the temple of 
Jerufalem. It happened about that time that Ze* 
rubbabel, who had been appointed governor of tbe 
captive Jews, came from Jerufalem to Darius. 
There fubfifted between them an ancient friend- 
fhip ; fo that he was admitted, with two other great 
officers, to a poft of moft: important trull ; an eleva* 
tion that gratified his utmoft ambitition. 

Darius, a fliort time after he had afcended th? 



and though the edict of Cyrus gave permifllon to all to return when ihej 
pleafed, yet the facrcd writers rake notice only of thofe who returned in 
a body from Babylon* 
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throne, |javc a fplcndid entertainment, not only to 
pjHiii hi* own courtiers, but the princes ami nobility ot the 
?^mcniJ Medcsand Pcrfians, the general officers of alt India 

and Ethiophia, in fine, of an hundred and twenty- 
feven provinces. When the entertainment was over, 
the company retired to red, as did alfo the king ; 
but awaking after a lliort flu. Tiber, and' finding; him- 
felf indifpoied for flcep, he fell into converfationon 
clivers fubjecls with the officers of *h_ j/refence, and 
told them, at length, that he had fo me que ft ions to 
propofe, and that to him who could give the moll 
reafbnablc and (atisfa&ory reply, he would grant the 
privilege of wearing purple., drinking out of a 
golden cup, riding in -a chariot with a golden har- 
nefs, pofleifing the next place to himfelf in the 
council, and be considered as one of the blood- 
royal. He then ftated the ipieftions as follow : 



TIES OK THE JEWS 



" brought into cxiftence, or fupport life 
44 them. When a beautiful woman is bef< 
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without 



Propo les 
tour prob- 
lem* for 
Liacion. 



I. Is there any thing ftronger than wine ? 
c. What can exceed the ftrength of kings ? 



3- 



What is fuperior to the power of women ? 



44 difregard gold and lilvcr, orefleem them only as 
44 being the means of obtaining pofieffion of the be- 
loved objedt The charms of women compel us 
to abandon our country, relations, and cfeareft 
friends, and to attach ourfelves wholly to them. 
44 When we have explored the fea and land for 
44 things mod valuable and curious in nature, do 
44 we not congratulate ourfelves in the opportunity 
44 of prefenting our acquifitions to a beloved fair i 
44 frequently have I feen the king condescend to 
44 receive a blow from his concubine : nay, fhe has 
44 even taken the diadem from his head, and placed 
44 it on her own ; and, dreading to give her offence, 
44 he has Submitted to"all her caprices, and yielded 
44 to her varying humours." 

Having- faid thus much in favour of women to 
the great admiration of the noble company, Ze- 
rubbabel proceeded to the laft point in queftion, The 
which was that of truth. 44 Neither kings nor wo- ftrength of 

ll i • . ^. " i truth, and 

" men can be put in competition with the power dtciiion in 
of truth. Admitting the amazing magnitude of «$ favour, 
the earth, the elevation of the heavens, the afto-£\ 
niftiinp- raoiditv of the fun's motion, and that the v 



u 

It 



4, Can any thing furpafs truth ? 

Having thus ftated the quefUons,the kingretired, 
after deiiring the officers to weigh them in their 
minds, and give him their fentiments which amongft 
the four they thought the moft powerful. 

The next morning, having fummoned the noble 
company to whom he had given the entertainment 
the preceding evening, and having featedhimfelf in 
the place where he ufualiy gave audience, he called 
upon the officers, feverally and publicly, to report 
their fentiments on the que (lions propofed. 
The firft who fpoke contended for the fuperior II 44 pure, irreproachable, and eternal. 



whole is influenced only by Divine Providence, it 
" muft follow that the Almighty is juft and true, 
44 againft which nothing can ultimately prevail ; 
44 for it fuperfedes every power that can enter the 
" conception of man. Truth alone U.perfeA and 
44 immutable : the advantages we derive from it are 
not fubje<ft to the viciffitudes of fortune, but are 



Tie 



power of whie, and adduced the following argu- 
ment : w It difturhs the under (lauding, reduces the 
u greateft monarch to an equality with infancy, 

tagth of" g* ves > liberty to the flayc, and makes the beggar 
wioc u equal to an emperor. It alleviates and 1 enlivens 

44 the hearts of the miferable, relieves every want, 
44 give confidence to the villain, and puts him above 
" the fear of kings. It caufes men to difregard 
44 their deareft friends, and aflault them with as 
44 much fury as they would flic w to their mo (1 deadly 
44 enemies. For thefe reafons I conceive the ope- 
4C ration of wine to be moft powerful." 

The fecond officer argued in favour of the power 
of kings, in words to this effedt : " It cannot be dif- 

" * « * * * • j lty ] ias crcatc d man to u e r a 



The whole company bellowed the moft liberal ac- 
clamations en Zerubbabel, anduniverfally acknow- 
ledged tliat he had proved truth to be the only blei- IJIJ 1 ™; '1 d 
fing under tlie fun, not liable to change or dimixra- i^xUe'' 
tion. The king, as a teftimony of his entire fatif- ffjj?*"^ 
fa&ion, alluring him he would perform his promife, C d by tin 
adding, 44 That, in consideration of his fuperior un- Kin s- 
44 derftanding, he Ihould enjoy the firftplace in his 
44 efteem, be next in honour to himfelf, and be 
44 adopted a branch of the royal family." 
Zerubbabel could not but avail himfelf of fo fair 



an 



Calls on 
to 




44 to man, fo kings have authority overmen them- 
ftrcUhof 4 ^ VCS - The fovereigns of thefe lords of the crea- 
king tion muft be allowed an indifputabls fuperiority. 

Subjects willingly expofe themfelves to the moll 
4 imminent dangers of war, and even contend with 
4 nature herfelf, in obedience to the command of a 
44 prince, who takes to himfelf the whole honour and 
i profit of victory. The hulbandman, with unre- 



vow he had made, which was, that, if ever he came perform 
to the throne, he would immediately undertake the ,$ vow# 
rebuilding of Jerufalem and the holy temple, and or- 
der reftitution to be made of all the iacred veflelsand 
utenfils that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from thence 
and carried to Babylon. He therefore thus addrefied 
him: " Since, O king ! you have done me the honour 
" of afTuring me of your royal favour and eftccm, I u lck : no , f 
" have now only moft humbly to requefl, that vou bv his 
44 will be pleafed to difcharge your vow-" The king J^g! 
raifed him chearfully from his bended knees, em- ouc h a Jo 
braced him, and difpatched mandates to his 



nors and great officers to conduct Zerubbabe 





thofe that were to accompany him,to their journey's 
end, and to aflift him in the rebuilding of the city 
aiid temple. He alfo fent letters* under the roval 
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rulers 



fovereign o 
himfelf in all the luxuries of abundance, fecurity, 
4 and eafe. He fleeps furrounded by his guards, who 
dare not clofe their eyes while their matter enjoys 
4 that repofe ; and no other concerns muft inter- 
" rupt that flavery of attendance to which they are 
44 indifpenfably bound. What power then can 
44 exceed that of the man to whom the public pays 
4< fuch implicit obedience ?" 

After this declamation on the power of kings, Ze- 
rubbabel, the principal of the officers to whom the 
queftions had been propounded, maintained the ar- 
gument in favour of women and truth, and began 
with the firfl, as follows : 44 Neither the force of 
wine, nor the power of princes, who bind the mul- 
" titude in a common bond of allegiance, can be 
" denied : but women have inconteltably the pre- 
Tfc e 4 eminence of thefe two. Before the king the mo- 

tej 0f t\ ther of the kin S exi< ted. Kings are the gifts of 

^ women: women alfo are the mothers and nurfes of 
<c whom the vineyards are cultivated : they 

^ dired our domeftic concerns, provide neceflary 
^ 4 and ornamental c o v er ings f or our b o di e s , and they 
are fo abfolutelynecefTary, that we canneither be 



carriages for tranfporting the cedar to Jerufalem, 
that was cut down in Libanus, and to give their ut- 
moil affiftance to the main undertaking. He alfo 
gave them in charge to exempt the Jews, that fbould 
return out of this captivity, from the burthen of any 
public tax or duty, and to leave them in full liberty, 
both astoperfon and property, without reftraint on 
the one, or tribute on the other. He likewife com- 
manded the Edomites, Samarians, and people of 
Coelo-Syria,to reflore all thofe lands to the Jews that 
were formerly in their pofieffion, and to contribute 
fifty talents towards eredlins; the temple-in fiich way 
and manner as might leem to them moic expedient, bv hi« o 
Out of his own proper bounty he afligned to them 
whatever Ihould be found neccirar^y fior facerdotal 
habits and other articles, for tKc/Mimni lira tion of 
every ceremony in due order and fq^ga. He likewife 
furnifhedthem with organs to accompany the voices 
of theLcvites ; and allotted a certam'portiozi of land 
for the maintenance of the officers ghd keepers both 
of the city and temple, by way of annual penfion. 
Inline, he confirmed every former rcfolution of Cy- 
rus concerning the reftoration of the Jev/s, and the 
rebuilding the city and temple of Jerufalem. 



Furthers 
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When Zeriibbabel had met with this gracious 
reception from the king, henofooner left hispre- 
fence, than he returned thanks to the God and giver 
of all good and perfeA gifts, for that degree of un- 
derftanding by which he had acquired both honour 
and eftcem beyond thereft of his competitors, which 
he gratefully acknowledged to be the diftinguilhe<l 
?7 l,w,lbei effects of his Divine bounty ; and having concluded 
t!u- ,c\vs his thankfgivmg with a prayer for the lucceis ot 
o\ fhe iibc- the undertaking, hafteued to his countrymen, at 
raiicvand Rabylon, with the joy ful news of their deliverance, 
S and the liberal grants he had obtained from the 
their be- king. Upon the report of thefe happy tidings, 
J ' they immediately joined in art univerfal thankf- 

giving for the promife of reftoration to their native 
country. After this folemnity they celebrated a 
feftival of feven davs continuance, and indicated 



every token of joy and tranfport that they could 
have poflibly done if the day of their redemption 
had been even the firft day of a new life. . . f 
The heads of the tribes made choice of thofe that 
were to go upon the expedition, providing horfes 
and other beafts of burden, as well as carriages for 
£Jtheir wives and children, and taking with them 
thofe troops which Darius had appointed for a con- 
voy. They pafled the time of their journey chear- 
fully, exulting with local and inftrumental mufic, 
and exhibiting every token of rapturous compla- 
cency. There was a felect number called out from 
each of the tribes ; but, as a particular nomination of 
them wouldnotonly be deemed prolix by thereader, 
but break in upon the order of my narrative, I fhall 
only give an account of them in general. There 
were of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, from 
ten of the twe l ye years old and upwards, four millions, fix 
tribes chat hundred and twenty-eight thoufand. After thefe 
trim bL came four thoufand and feventy Levites ; and a pro- 
by ton mifcuous multitude of women and children, to the 
i cfdrasj. num ber of forty thoufand, feven hundred and forty- 
two. Of the ftock of the Levites there were an hun- 
dred and twenty-eight fingers, an hundred and ten 
porters ; and of others that fervedand affifted in the 
fan&uaryn three hundred and twenty-two. There 
were alfo fixhundredand fifty-two that called them- 
felves Ifraelites, but could not prove extradlion. 
There were others alfo who had taken wives, whofe 
genealogy could not be traced either from the Levi- 
tical or facerdotal records, ; and thefe were deemed 
unqualified for the holy function, to the number of 
five hundred and twenty-five. The train of fervauts 
that attended them was computed at feven thou- 
fand, three hundred and thirty-feven ; linging men 
and women, two hundred and forty-five; camels 
four hundred ; other beafts of carriage five hundred 
and twenty-five. The leader of this multitude was 
Zerubbabel, the fon of Salathiel, of the tribe of 
Judah, and the race of David; and with him was 
Jefus, the fon of Jofedec, and Mardochasus and 
Serebceus, which two were chofen to the command, 
by the fuffrages of the tribes, and contributed, at 
their own charge, an hundred pound of gold, and 
five thoufand of fiiver, towards the expence of this 
expedition. This was the form and order of the 
proceflion of the priefts and Levites, and that part 
of the people that went with them on their return 
from Babj'lon to Jerufalem, and the reft following 
after by degrees, till, in the end, they ail went back 
to their own country. 
General af- In the feventh month, after their departure from 
[hc/e^sat Babylon, Zerubbabcl, their leaden and Jefus, the 
jcrufakm high prieft, fent mefiengers exprefs throughout all 
an akar! & the land, to fummon a general aflembly at Jerufalem. 
offer hen- The people repaired thither with the greateft ala- 
ixccs * crity. Upon this occafion they erected an altar for 

facrifice, according to the inftitution of Mofes, and 
it was raifed upon the fame fpot where it ftood be- 
fore. This"proceeding highly offended the neigh- 
bouring nations, who had an utter averfion both to 
the people, their religion, and laws. They alfo 
celebrated the feaft of tabernacles at that time, as 
the legiflator had ordained. After that followed 
the daily oblations, and the facrifice of the fabbaths, 
and of the new moons of all holy feafts. AH thofe 
who had made any vow came likewife to perform it, 
from the firft day of the feventh month. 

The v entered thereupon the rebuilding of the tem- 
ple, and expended vaft funis of money upon the ar- 
tificers in general, both for materialsand fuftenancc. 
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TheSidoniansgencroufly promoted the undgrtakino* 
bringing down cedar-planks in abundance from Li- 
banus, and afterwards it owing them in boats, which 
they brought into the port of Joppa, as they had been 
firft directed by Cyrus, and after him by Darius. 

It was now the fecond month of the fecond year, 
after the return of the Jews, when the foundation of 
the temple being already laid, they began, on the firft 
day of the fecond month, with the fupcrftru<fture, 
committing the fuperintendance of it to the whole 
family of the Levites of twenty years of age and up- 
wards ; and likewife to Jefus, the high-prieft^with 
his kindred ; and to Zolimicl, the brother of Judca, 
and fon of Aminadab, and to his fons. Thefe exert- 
ed themfelves with fuch unremitting afliduity in the Greats 
difcharge of their commillions, that the fabric went p^nto 
on beyond the moft fanguine expectations. o^fa* 
When they were advanced thus far, the priefts jjjkM. 
came and officiated in their veftments, with mufical tcm P £ 
inftruments ; and the Levites, and fons of Afaph, 
fung fome of the hymns of David to the glory of 
God, according to the firft inftitution. But the priefts 
and the Levites, and the elders of the families, who 
hadfeen the fplendourand magnificence of the for- 
mer temple, and refle&ecl how inferior the prefent 
was in comparifon with it, became difconfolate ; 
while thofe. who had never feen the former, and 
confequently could not be affected by the difpro- 
portion, contented themfelves with the prefent 
ftate of things, and rejoiced at the arrival of fo 
happy an event. 

Whenthe Samarians, who were ftill enemies to 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, heard the found 
of trumpets with a confufed clamour, they flocked, 
in great numbers to learn the caufe of it, and find- 
ing it was occafioned by the return of the Jews 
from their captivity at Babylon, and that they were 
now at work upon the rebuilding of their temple, 
they immediately applied toZcrubbabel and Jefus, 
with the chief of the tribes, delmng that they 
might be admitted into the undertaking upon terms TheSuu. 
in common with the reft ; obferving that cc They J^^J* 
C4 worshipped the fame God, gloried in the fame mttd to 
<c profeflion, and the love and practice of the fame 
cC religion, from the days of Salamanezer, king ofthewa^ 
" Aflyria, who tranfplanted them out of Chuthia 
" and Media into this land." The unanimous an- 
fwer to the requeft was, that they could not poflibly 
be admitted into any (hare of the undertaking, be- 
caufe formerly Cyrus, and after him Darius, had 
afligned the work to their particular conduct and 
care ; but that they fhould have liberty, if they 
thought fit, to worlhip there without exception J 
and that it fhould be open to all people indifcrimi- 
nately, who were difpofed tfo worfliip the true God 
in the true manner. 

The Chuthitcs (forfo we call the Samarians) were 
fo incenfed at this reply, that they incited the SyriansobWii* 
to remonftrate with theleadingmen,as they haddone r^jf 
firft under Cyrus, and then under Cambyfes, in fuch buiito* 
manner as to caufe a ftop to be put to the undertak- 
ing, by flackening the diligence of thofe who were 
entrufted with the fuperintendance of it. In confe- 
quence of thisproceeding,there went up, at this time 
to Jerufalem, Silinnes, governor of Syria and Phoe- 
nicia, and Sarabazanes, with fome others, and de-^^ 1, 
manded of fome of the-principal men by what au-maniflf 
thority this temple was to be built ? And alfo, as it ^y^ 
had rather the appearance of a caftle than a temple, ford* 
to what end the walls of the city were made fo ftrong, iD& . 
and the gates fo fortified. Zcrubbabel and Jefus re-^j* 
plied that they were the fervants of the great God,to 
whofe honour this temple was to be built and to his 
fervice dedicated by the greateft, the happicft, and 
the wifeft prince that ever fat on the throue. That it 
ftood firm for many ages, till, in the end, for the wick- 
ednefs of their forefathers, the city, by Divine per- 
miffion, was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Ba- 
bylon and Chaldaea, the temple pilaged and laid in 
aflies, and the people carried away captive into Ba- 



bylon. But that when Cyrus came to the govern^ 
ment of Perfia and Babylon, he commanded, by royal 
proclamation tllerebuildingof the temple, and refH-^ 
tution of all the vefielsand donations that had been ■■ 
taken away by Nebuchadnezzar ; which were deli- 
vered toZcrubbabel, and his treasurer, Mithridates* 
tobetraufportedto Jerufalem, andlaid up again in the 
temple there :that,by the command of the famekingj 
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Abaflar was Tent to that city, to endeavour to expe- 
dite the work, and accordingly was prefent at the 
laying the foundation ; but that ever fince that time, 
by one artifice or another, their enemies had found 
means to obftrudt and retard it ; and that, for the 
truth of thefe al!egations,they might write toDarius, 
to the end, that, by confulting the public records, it 
might be known whether or not what they had a£- 
ferted was a juft reprefentation of fads. 

Sifinnes and his aflbciates did not think it expe- 
dient to interrupt the proceeding without the know- 
ledge of Darius him f elf, and therefore agreed to 
write to him immediately upon the fubject. The 
Jews hereupon were very apprehenfive that the 
Tfeepopu- king, upon this application, would countermand 
law are cn. t j je order he hadgiven ; till Aggaeus (a) (Haggai) 
ffipro- and Zachariah, two prophets, among them at that 
6 " i and time, bade them be of good chear, and fear nothing 
zSiah.from the Perfians; for they were certainly inform- 
ed of the Divine will and pleafure touching that 
important affair. The people were fo elated by the 
encouragement given them by the prophets, that 
they doubled their diligence, and wrought without 
the intermiffion of a fingle day. 
The Sana- when the Samarians had written a letter of re- 
BoXaace nionftrance to Darius, obje&ing to thefortifying of 
fcnt w c ity ^ and the ere&ing of a ftrong place, that had 

more the appearance of a citadel than a temple, and 
produced the epiftle of Cambyfes, by which he had 
forbidden and obftrii&edit before,* as apra<Sicenei- 
ther profitable nor fafe for the public, he gave im- 
mediate orders, on the receipt of the letter, that the 
records fliould be fearched, which being done, a de- 
cree was found to the following purport : 

* 

Rrordof ' *° ^ ^ ^ ^ CZV °^ re *£ n °^ king CytUS, it 

cyiusin 66 was ordained that the temple of Jerufalem fhould 
" " be rebuilt, the height of it to be fixty cubits, and 

u the breadth of the fame meafure, and that an altar 
44 Ihould be conftru&ed within the edifice : that the 
" walls fliould be formed by three ranges of polifhed 
" marble, and one range of wood, the produce of 
" the country ; and the charge of it defrayed out of 
" the king's treafifry : that the facred veffels, take 
" into Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, be reftored, 
<4 and placed in fuch parts of the temple as they were 
" formerly accuftomed to be: that the fuperinten- 
4< dance of the work fhouldbe committed to Abaffar, 
cc governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and his officers, 
44 with ordersnottoappeai* at Jerufalem themfelves, 
but to quit the place and leave the building of the 
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temple to the Jews, and the chief of their tribes : 
" that they fupply them out of the taxes upon the 
M province and furnifh them,for their facrifices, with 
<c oxen, lambs, kids, meal, wine, and whatever elfe 
44 the priefts fliould defire, who were to put up 
cc their prayers to the Almighty for the welfare 
44 and happinefs of the king and his people ; 
44 that whofoever fliould prefume to adl contrary to 
u this mandate, be forthwith taken and hanged up, 
44 and his goods confifcated to the king's ufe." 

On the difcovery of this record,Darius ordered a co- 
py of it to be immediately taken ; which being done, 
he wrote to Sifinnes and his colleagues to this effe<5l : 



Parios 

commands 
the temple 
tobc X 



44 KingDariusto Sifinnes, governor Sarabazanes, 
44 and the other magiftrates, greeting. 

44 1 hereby tranfmit you a copy of a letter extra<3> 
" ed from the records of Cyrus, and it is my royal 
44 will and command that you ftri&ly adhere to the 
44 directions contained therein." 

+ 

Sifinnes and his colleagues, underftanding the 
king's refolution, agreed to obey his commands in 
every particular point j fo that undertaking to 



affift the Jews, according to the tenor of the man- 
date, the bufinefs was carried on with fuch unani- 
mity and affiduity, that the building was cro#5d^ggjJ 

and finifhed within the fpaceof feven years, accord- 
ing to the prophecies of Haggai and Zachariah, 
and at the command of kings Cyrus and Diarius. 
In the ninth year of Darius, and the twenty-third VodjemQ. 
day of the eleventh month, which we call Adai*, and sa * 7 * 
the Macedonians Dyftrus, the priefts and Lcyites*, 
together with the people of lira el, offered, hi facri- 
fice, an hundred bulls, two hundred rams, five hun- 



dred lambs, and twelve goats, as fin-offerings for 
the twelve tribes, in acknowledgement for the blef- 
ling of their deliverance from captivity, and their 
rcil :oration to their former ftate, and to God's holy 
worfhip in a new temple. The priefts and LeVites 
had their porters at every gate according to the law, 
the Jews having eredted galleries round about the 

temple. 

The feafts of unleavened bread was hear ap- 
proaching, and in the firft month (by the Mace- 
donians called Xanthicus, and by us Nifan) the 
people aflembled from every quarter in^ the city, 
where they celebrated thatfeftival with their wives*' 



if' 
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affairs, converted it into a monarchy 



and children, according to the law of their country, 
and the practice of their forefathers, with all po£ 
lible foiemrtity. Upon the fourteenth day of the 
firft month they held the palTover, and kept feftival 
for feven days afterwards, offering up facrifices to 25£2? 
God for reftoring them to the pofleffion and enjoy- thepair- 
ment of their native country, and their ancient hold I" 4 
laws and religion, and for difpofingthe heart of the feftivalfor- 
king of Perlia fo favourably towards them. They fcT « ada y , v 
Ipared no coft in the celebration of this feftival; 
and having* refumed their former power in Jerufa- 
lem, adopted an ariftocraticai form of government; 
for the fovereign power was lodged in the high- Anjrift0w 
prieft, till the Afmodean family, upon a change of cracyefia- 
- . . 7 . Befor? the ^ 

captivity, for the Ipace of five hundred and thirty- Jew*, 
two yearsj fix months and ten days, from the^ time 
of Saul and David, they were governed by kings ; 
before that, the administration of their political con- 
cerns was in the hands of rulers, called judges, and 
that form of government continued upwards of five 
hundred years after the time of Mofes and Jofliua. 
This was the ftate of the Jews on the reftoration 
under Cyrus and Darius. 

ut the Samarians, who were ftill moft implaca- 
ble enemies to the Tews, valuing themfelves on 2**£!J{ a - 

t _ _ * m v% n i, . nans UiU 

the alliance they claimed to the Perlians, and being immicaUo 
a powerful and rich people, as well as of an haughty lhc J cw5 * 
and malignant dilpoiition, proved exceedingly 
vexatious, and exerted their utmoft endeavours to 
annoy and perplex them. By the decree of Cyrus, 
which was confirmed by that of Darius, the tribute 
of Samaria had been afligned to thepurpofe of re- 
building the temple ; but the work being now 
finiflied, the Samarians pretended that the end of 
this aflignment was ceafedj and therefore refufed 
making any contributions towards defraying the 
expences of the ufual facrifices. 

The diflentions continuing, the fenate and people 
of Jerufalem drew up a memorial of complaint, and 
deputed Zerubbabel, with four of his colleagues, 
to prefent it to Darius. The king of Perfia, having 
duly attended to the fubjeft matter of the memo- 
rial, returned them an anfwer, by the deputies, to fr^he* 



Jews 
king 



the following effed: : 

44 King Darius to Tangar and Sambaba, our go- JJJXii. 
44 vernors in Samaria, Sadrack Bobelin, and the 
44 reft of the inhabitants, greeting. 

44 Whereas I am given tounderftand by Zerubba- 
44 bel, Ananias, and Mardochscus, on the part of the 
44 Jews, that you ftand accufed of difcouraging and 



(a) Concerning thefc prophets we refer the reader to thofe books in 
the Bible which bear their rcfpc&ive names. They are both thought 
to have been born at Babylon during the ciptivity, and both, with united 
zeal, encouraged the people to goon with the work of the temple. On 
Jhe acceffion of Darius to the throne, Haggai, in particular, by reproach* 
Jjig the people for their indolence and infenlibility, by telling them that 
ihcy were careful enough to lodge themfelves very commodioufly, while 
ihc houfc of the Lord lay buried in itsruins, and by putting them in mind 



that the calamities of drought and famine (wherewith God had ?fRi cted 
them fince their return from their capiivity) were owing to their neglect 
in not repairing the tcmple,he prevailed with them to let about the work 
in good earned ; fo that, by virtue of thefe reproofs, and the encourage- 
mentthey received from Darius after his acccflion to the throne of Per iia, 
they brought the whole to a couclufion in a much (hcrtcr time than, in 
all probability, they would have other wife done* 
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u interrupting the rebuilding of the temple, andrc- 

pouicithcif U fifing to bear your part in the charge of the facri- 
caufc. c< fvt&s, which, by my command, you ought to have 

u done : this is to v ill and require you, upon light 



< • • * 

The people were fummoiied to a' general meeting E %«i 
on this occafion at Babylon, were the letter waate* 
read, and a copy of it trail fe rib cd, and fent away to Di * ? m« 
be communicated to all the Jeivs in Media; butf^ 



" of this letter, forthwith to (upply them out of my || Efdras referved the original. When the Jews un- 

derftood the piety of Xerxes towards God, and hfe 
affection for Efdras in particular, and tt 



u treafury, in Samaria, with whatever they fhall 



<c want for the ufc of their facrifices and worfhip, 
<c to the end that they may offer up daily prayers and 
c< oblations both for myfclf and for my people." 
This letter put an efte&ual end to all contefts be- 
JSariu* ° f tweert the Jews and Samarians, the latter paying 
* " the tribute demanded for the fervice of the temple 

without farther oppofition ; and this is the laft good 
office that Darius did the Jews, as he died foon 
after univerfally lamented by his fubjecfls. 

CHAP. V. 

Called m Yer+tt +Ai> /i?/ J facceffbr of Darius, is well difpofed 
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N the death of Darius, Xerxes, his fon, fucceed- 
ed to the government : a prince who inherited 
his father's piety and virtue, and confirmed all that 
his predeceiTors had done in favour of the Jews and 
their religion, being firmly attached to both. 

Joachin, the fon of Jehu, was at this time high- 
pried. But the name of thehigh-prieft of the Jews, 
who refided at Babylon, was Efdras, a man of molt 
exemplary piety andjuftice, and univerfally beloved 
and refpe&edby the people. He wasfo well verfed 
in the Mofaic-law, as to ftand high in the king's 
efteem on that account. Upon a refolution formed 
to go to Jerulalem, and take with him feveral of 
the Babylonian Jews, hedefired fucha letter from 
the king as might recommend him to the gover- 
nors and lieutenants of Syria, which he accordingly 
obtained. It was couched in terms to the follow- 
ing effed: : 

<4 Xerxes, the king, to Efdras, the prieft, and reader 
<c of the holy laws of God, greeting : 

cc whereas it is decreed by me, and my feven 
<c cpunfeliors, that whatever Ifraelites within my do- 
cc minions, with their priefts and Levites, fhall think 
u fit to bear you company to Jerufalem, I have, out 
16 of my royal clemency, granted them free liberty 
* 4 to go to Judaea to worfhip, according to the laws 
<c of their country ; and likewife to take along with 
<c them all the gold and filver, that your people 
" throughout Babylon fhall willingly contribute 
u towards that fervice, for the purchase of facrifices 
tc to offer upon the altar to your God, and for 
cc making fuch veflels of jrold and filver, as you 
cc and your brethren fhall judge meet. It is alfo 
" my royal will and pleafure, that what is thus 
cc given you be dedicated to your God. If you 
ct fliould have occafion for any thing elfe, ufe your 
u own difcretion, and fupply yourfelf out of the 
cc public treafure. To this end I have already writ- 
" ten to the commiflioners of Syria and Phoenicia, ex- 
Ct prefsly commanding them to furnifh whatever 
ct Efdras, the prieft, and reader of the laws of God, 
c< fhall delire, without any delay. In order to ob- 
cc tain the Divine blefling on myfelf and family, I 
<c defire to have an hundred meafures, of wheat de- 
" dicated to facredfervices, according to the provi- 
cc vifion of the law. And I do ftri&ly charge and re- 
cc quire of the magiflrrates, that they exaft nothing 
<c from the priefts, Levites, holy fingers, or others, 
cc attendants on the temple, nor lay any burthens 
4C upon them. And I do hereby give you, Efdras, 
w full authority, according to the wifdom you have 
4c received from above, to conftitute judges to exc- 
c< cute juftice to all the people throughout Syria and 
" Phoenicia, whounderftand the law, and are con- 
" fcientious in the difcharge of their duty. At the 
" fame time do you inftru& the ignorant, to the 
<c end that all trangreiTors again ft the laws of God 

may be puniflied according to their demerit ; fome 
4< with pecuniary fines, and others with death, ac- 
" cording to the nature of the crimes, as upon due 
" examination may appear. Farewell." 

Upon the receipt of this letter, Efdras acknow- 
ledged the Divine goodnefs, afcribing to the inter- 
position of Providence ail the benefits conferred on 

tlie Jews through the instrumentality of the king. 



ana tiieir nation' 
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in general, they not only exprefled infinite fatis- 
faction, but haltened in great numbers with their 
effects to Babylon, with full purpofe of returning 
to Jerufalem. But there was another fort of^Jjbf, 
Ifraelites, who, being accuftomed to the place, and^W 
fettled in their habitations, chofe rather to continue jubyi^ 
where they were. This is the reafon wherefore Jciu&1 * 
there are but two tribes to be found in Afia and Eu- 



rope under the Roman emperor 

all 



As to the other 



ten tribes, they are all planted beyond the Eu- 
phrates,and fo prodigioufly increafed in number, as 
to be almoft beyond computation. 

The publication of this recommendatory tefti- 
monial brought over vaft numbers of people to 
Efdras ; not only priefts and Levites, but templcr 
porters, fingers, and other attendants appertaining 
thereunto. He appointed a rendezvous for fuch as 
were difpofed to return from captivity into their 
own country at the Euphrates, where, after a three 
days faft, and offering up folemn vows and prayers 
for a profperous voyage (Efdras having declined 
the guard of foldiers offered him from a reliance on &fe 
the Divine protection) they began their journey on 
the twelfth day of the firft month, in the feventh 
year of the reign of Xerxes, and arrived at Jerufa- 
lem in the fifth month of the fame year, when 
Efdras immediately delivered out the money he 
brought to the priefts who had the cuftody of the ^f^ 1 
holy treafure. It amounted to fix hundred andJ*#* 

fifty talents of filver, an hundred talents of filver 

veflels, twenty talents of veflels of gold, and twelve 
talents of fine brafs, that was deemed more preci- 
ous than gold itfelf. Thefe were the prefents.of 
the king and his counfellors, and of the Ifraelites 
that continued in Babylon. 

When Efdras had acquitted himfelf of his truft, 
he offered up burnt-offerings, according to the laws; 
twelve bulls for the whole people of Ilrael, feventy- 
two fheep and lambs, and twelve goats for a fin-of- 
fering. He communicated alfo the king's letter to , 
the governors of Phoenicia and Ccelo-Syria, who held 
the ifraelites in great honour, and readily fupplied 
all their wants, when they found they could notdif- 
penfe with the king's injunction. Thefe matters 
were accompliihed under the conduit of Efdras, who, 



and Him 
cxecnta 



doubtlefs, obtained the Divine favour and protec- 
tion for his exemplary piety and virtue. 
Soon after 



/ 



thefe happy events, a charge was 
exhibited to Efdras, that fome of the priefts and' 
Levites had deviated from the law, and, of 
courfe, from their duty, in marrying into fo- 
reign families, and thereby polluting the facer- 
dotal race. Application was made to him at the 
fame time, to fupport and alTert the laws, left thesometf 
Divine vengeance Ihould fall upon the whole body^S 
of the people for the iniquity of a few. Efdras, cb»^i 
upon this complaint, I'enthis cloaths, tore the hair^^rf 
from his head, and caft himfelf on the ground, def-^S^. 
pairing of effeding a reform, as the principal men ^ 
were concerned in this abomination, and it would coa«& 
be in vain for him to lay an injun&ion on them to^ 0 ^ 
part with their wives and children. 

Thofe who retained any fenfe of piety and huma- 
nity, both condoled with him and participated in 
his affii&ions. In this ftate of defpondency he fer- 
vently addrefled the Almighty, expreffing " His 
" fhame to look towards heaven, becaufe of the fins 
that the people had committed, while they had 
forgotten what their forefathers had undergone 
on account of their wickednefs." He befought 
God, who had faved a remnant out of the calamity 
and captivity they had been in, andreftored them 
again to Jerufalem, and to their own land, and 
had difpofed the hearts of the kings of Perfia to 
have compaflion on them, that he would alfo for- 
give them the lins they had now committed, ' 
which, though they deferved death, yet he might 
mercifully condefcend to remit the puuilhuient 
" due to them." 
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After Efdras thus exprefTed his grief for thetranf- 
orelfion of his countrymen, and implored the Divine 
mercy and forgivenefs,intbe hearingbfa promifcu- 
ous multitude, there came to him one Jechonias, a 
leadingman of Jerufalem, withapublicconfeffioilof 
the crime alledgcd againft them, advifing him, at the 
fame time to adjure all thofe who had married ftrange 
women contrary to the law, to caft them out, toge-. 
ther with their children, upon pain of the fevereft 
punifhtnent, on refufal of fubmiffion.' Efdras ap- 
proved the counfel ; and exacfted an oath from the 
chief of the priefts andLevites, and all tlie principal 
Huaivicc m en of Ifrael, that they would put away their ftrange 

ufoUoweJ * wives, with their children, according to the counfel 

of Jechonias. When this was over, he went from the 
temple to the chamber of Joanan, the fon of Elia- 
jfliib, where he fpent the whole day, without taking 
any fuftenance, through an excels of grief and agi- 
tation of mind. 

He next ifliied a proclamation, by which all thofe 
who were returned from captivity, were enjoined to 
meet at Jerufalem in the courfe of two or three days, 
bn the penalty of excommunication) andconfifcation 
to the holy treafury , in cafe of failure, either through 
negleA or contempt. Within three days the tribes 
of Judaht and Benjamin affembled, on the twentieth 
day of thertinth month, called,by the Hebrews; The- 
both, and, by the Macedonians, Appellceus. When 
they had placed themfelves in the upper part of the 

temple, the elders being prefent, Efdras arofe, and 
told them, thatj " Whereas they werfe guilty of an 
" hertious crime, by marrying* with ftraiigersin con-^ 
" tempt of the exprefs law of their country ; there 
" were no other means of obtaining the Divine for- 
" givertefs, and fecurity from the Divine vengeance^ 
than by putting away the ftrange women with 

" whom they had foin termarried.^They unanimouf- 

lyfignified compliance with the requifition ; but ob- 
lerved,that as their number was great,arid the feafon 
Thcpiopic rigorous, a matter of fuchimpbrtaftce would require 
3 C on mature deliberation;JlJponthisftiggcftionitwaspro- 
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topocaway pofed that a commiffion -of enquiry might be iffued 

out to a fele£t number of leading men ; who were in- 
nocent of the charge in queftion. The motion pafled 
without a diifentient voice ; and, upon the firft day of 
the t«nth month, they entered upon the inquifitiori, 
which fully employed them till the firft day of the 
month following; Upon the fcrutiny, they found 
numbers of the kindred of Jefus, the high-prieft, as 
well as of other priefts and Levites, and the reft of 
the Ifraelites, \vho, having a greater regard to the 
obfervance of the law than even to natural affection, 
immediately piit away their wives, and the children 
born of them. After the folemnity of this abdica- 
tion they offered up rams, according to cuftom, for 
peace-offerings ; fo that it is deemed unneceifary to 
fpecify either their characters or names. Efdras, 
upon the whole, produced a general reformation ; 
and eftabliflied a precedent as an univerfal rule of 
condudt for future generations. 

At the celebration of the feaft of tabernacles, in 
the feventh month, when a great multitude of the 
Ifraelites were aiTembled in that part of the temple 
which looks towards the eaft,Efdras,at their reqiteft, 
read aloud to them the laws of Mofes, repeating the 
fame from morning to noon. This public reading 
tended much to the edification of the hearers, as they 
were not only thereby taught aline of conduit for 
prefent and future obfervance, but their reflection 
was directed to the calamities their forefathers had 
fuffered for the violation of thofe very laws, to which 
their obedience would have fecured to them perma- 
nent peace and happinefs. Efdras, perceiving them 
melt into tears at this affe&ing confid eration,ad vifed 
them to refrain from inordinate forro ws, as incompa- 
tible with the prefent feftiveoccafion, on which they 
fhould indulge themfelves in innocent mirth ; while 
they retained in their minds fuch fenfe of paft miftici- 
meanours astopreventafuture relapfe. The people, 
encouraged by his candid and friendly advice, cele- 
brated the feaft with chearful conviviality, and then 
returned to their own habitations ; but not till they 
had paid moft grateful acknowledgments to Efdras 
for the important reformation he had wrought in a 

point fo effential to the laws and religion of their 
No. 
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Having obtained an tiniverfaj vftccm by 



country. 

this meritorious iervice, he lived, with honouV,. 




Upon their replying U) 
ions to them refuect- 



Lftfr.11, and 
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died full of years and much regretted, at Jmifa 

wherehe was interred witha.foleniiiity fui table to bis 
lacred character. Joachim, the high-prieft, died alios 
about the fame time, and was fuccecdcd by his fon 
Eliafhib. . . - 

. There was amongft the Jewifli captives a certain 
perfon whofename wasNehemiuh. This pcrfon, who 
was cup-bearer to Xerxes, walking one day near Sufi 
the metropolis of Perfia, overheard fome travellers, v 
that were entering the city after a long journey, con* 
verfinginthe Hebrew language. This excited him '»•» 
to enquire whence they came . 
formjudaca,heput feveral qucft 
ing the ftate of the people and city of Jerufalem ; 
when they gave for anfwer, that things, in general, 
were in abadftate, as their walls had been demo* 
lifhed, and the Jews had fuftained the greateft inju- 
ries from the neighbouringnations, which annoyed 
them day and night, overrunning and laying wafte 
{heir country, infomuch that great numbers were 
led captive out of Jerufalem itfelf, and the roads in 
the day time were found ftrewed with dead bodies. 
Nehemiah btirft into tears of commiferation for the 

■ 

calamities of his countrymen, and in a fuppliant 
poftiire, humbly inquired of the Almighty, " How 
long he would be pleafed to difregard the miferies 
of the Hebrew nation, and fuffcr them to he made 
the prey and fpoil of all men ? 

, While he was thus deploring the wretched ftateof 

his Country; word was brought him, that the king^SonTfor 
was about to fit down to flipper ; upon which he their mtfo- 
haftened, in much difdrder and confulion, to attend ,lts * 
the duties of his office aA cup-bearer. The king, 
being more chearful than common after flipper, cali 
an eye upon Nehemiah, and obferving his counten- 
ance dejedted, demanded the caufe. Having put 
up an ejaculatory prayer to heaven to give an en- 
ergy to his words, he replied to this effect : 

" How is it poflible for me, O king, to appear 
" otherwife than dejected, when the place of my na- ' . . „ 
" tivity is laid walte j Jerufalem reduced to an neap thekingw 
4i of nibbifh, thfe gates burnt, the tombs and monu- ^^ c " 
ct ments of my ancefters broken Tip, and thealhcsof 
iC the venerable dead facreligioufly prophaned. 
" Deign thou, Oking, to grant the boon I humbly 
Cc prefer,that I may have your royal permiflion tore* 
c< pair to Jerufalem to arfift in the rebuilding of the 
" wails, and in the remaining work of finifliing the 
" temple." 

This king granted his petition ; and having pro- 
mifed him letters recommendatory to the governor 
of the feveral provinces through which he was to 
pafs, with orders to treat him with duerefpedt, and 
iupply him with every necefTary he might require, 
d if miffed him with an injunction to caft off his melan- 
choly, and proceed in the difcharge of the duties of 
his office with his ufual chearfulnefs. Nehemiah, 
upon this gracious reception and aflurance, refumed 
himfelf,andacknowledgedtheblefIingofProvidence > 

that had fo remarkably interpofed in his favour. 

On the following day the king fent for him, and 
gave him letters of credit and recommendation to 
Sadseus, governor of Syria, Phoenicia, and Samaria, 
with inftrudtions to receive and aflift him according 

- - - Nehemiah 

arrives at 

thence, with as many of his countrymen as volun- JeroMem. 
tarily offered to bear him company, proceeded to ^aiVcmbiy 
Jerufalem, in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of ° f 
Xerxes; and having firft exhibited his credentials BCop v ' 
to the infpe&ion of hisprivatefriends, he delivered 
them toSadceus and his colleagues, according to the 
fuperfcription . He then fummoned a general aflem- 
bly up to Jerufalem, andaddreffed them in the tem- 
ple to the following purport : 

" Ye muft fee and know, O men of Judea, that we 
" ourfelves arc, at this day, under the fuperintend- 
U ing providence of the fame Almighty and mcvci- Ajdrcfrcf 
tc fulBcing, who brought about fo many wonderful them upoa 
" events from a gracious regard to the piety and ^^Jf 
u virtue of our forefathers Abraham, Ifaac, and ton. 
" Jacob. I am now to declare to you, that it is 
c< through favour of that Being that I have obtained 
u permiflion of the king to enter on the rebuildii^g* 

I* 



to promife. He went firft to Babylon, and" from 
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{< of your walls, and thefinifhingof the work of tlic 
" temple. Hut taking it for granted, that ncigli- 
u bduring nations arc not only averfc to, but dc- 
ic terinined to counteract you in the delign, I re- 
commend it to you, in the firft place, to rely folcly 
on the power of the Almighty, who will certainly 
defeat all the efforts of your enemies ; and next, 
that you exert yourfelves in the profecutionof the 
work night and day, without intermiffion, while 

the fcafon affords opportunity." 
Having delivered this addrefs, he gave orders to 
the magiftrates to furvey the ground,^ take meafure 
of the walls, and from due computation, make an 
equal diftribution of the work amongll the people, 
according to the proportions of the inhabitants, in 
city, town, or village, promifing, at the fame time, 
the alii ftance of himfelf, and all that belonged to him, 
in the fervice, and thendifcharged the aflembly; 

The authority of Nehemiah had fuch an effe 6t upon 
the people, that they applied themfelves mod aflidu- 
oufly to the undertaking* From this time the country 
was called Judea; and fo termed from the tribe of Ju- 
dah,thatformerlypofl"efledthatquarterof the world. 

The report of this undertaking no fooner reached 
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Samarians, and 



nation of the Jews, with their wiven and children, 
were in great danger of being deftroyed, as wc/haty 
(hew in due time and place. It is neccll'ary that we 
fhould prcvioufly attend to fomc particulars that re- 
lated to the king himfelf, concerning his marriage 
with a woman of the blood royal of the Jews, and 
whoiiireprcfcntcd in theannalsof hiftory as the pro- 



tedtrefs ot our nation. 
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When Artaxerxes had afcended the throne, and 
fettled the government of an hundred and twenty- 
feven pro vinces,bet wecnlndia and£thiopia,he made . 
a moll: magnificient and fumptuous entertainmentat mato? 
Sufa,in the third year of his reign, where he regaled 5 >lea '^ 
his noble guelts, in a manner becoming the dignity new, 
of fo great a monarch, during the term of an hun- ****** 
dred and fourfcore days. After this he prepared 
another entertainment for feveral foreigners and Thcp 
their ambaftadors, for feven fucceflivc days, which Jf^^ 
was conducted in the following manner. There wL 
was a tent erefted, upon gold and lilver pillars, co- 
vered with purple and fine linen, and fiifficiently ca- 
pable for the reception of fome thoufands of people. 
The wine^vas ferved in golden cups, ornamented 
with precious ftones in fiich a manner, as at once to 
excite curiofity, and afford exquifite delight. Orders 



? 



the Ccelo-Syrians, than they determined to leave no- II were given to the fervants not to ply the guefts with 
thing unattempted, either by force or treachery, to |J wine inceflantly, after thePerfiancuftom, but per- 
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The defi n counteract it. Accordingly they lay in ambulh for 
is counur- the Jews up and down in every quarter, and took off 
«*«i>y many Q f them by furprize. They kept affaffins in 

pay to attempt the life of Nehemiah j & alarmed the 
multitude with menaces of invafion to fuch a degree, 
that through apprehenfion of impending danger, 
they were ready to defift from their work. But Ne- 
hemiah maintained his ground with undaunted re- 
folution, and, under the fecurity of aflender guard, 
profecuted the work, without fenfe of wearinefs, or 
apprchenfion of danger. Nor was he anxious for his 
own fafety merely in the pro vifion of a guard for his 
perfon ; but i t arofe from an afliirance that if he fliould 
be cut off, the men would never finifh the building. 
He therefore ordered that, in future, all the men 
fhould work with their fwords by their fides, and 
their bucklersat a convenient diftance, to have them 
tion ©"the" 1 readinefs.- He alfo appointed trumpeters to be 
feufinefs. polled within five hundred paces of each other, to 

give the alarm upon any difcovery of an enemy, that 
the people might have time to ftand to their arms, 
' without any danger of a furprize. He went round 
the city almoft every night, and became fo inured to 
labour, abftinence, and watching* that he furmoun- 

The walls » . - - 

arc _ 

xnipiteot more than was requifite to fupport nature. 

jj on oppofi- was the courfc of his life for two years and three 

months ; at the expiration of which the walls were 
finilhed, in the twenty-eighth year and ninth month 
of the reign of Xerxes. 

Upon the perfecting of the work, Nehemiah, and 
the people offered up facrifice, and kept afeftivalfor 
eight days ; an event highly unwelcome anddifplea- 
fing to the Syrians. Nehemiah obferving that the 
city was thin of inhabitants, perfuaded allthepriefts 
and Levites, who lived contiguous, to take up their 
reiidence in town, promifing to furnifti them with 
houfes at his own expence. He likewife ordered 
people in the country, who followed hurtmndry, to 
carry their tenths into the city, for the maintenance 
of the priefts and Levites, that they might not be di- 
verted by any worldly concerns from attending the 
duties of their office. This was readily agreed to ; 
and by thefe means the city became better peopled. 

After thefe and many other great and glorious ac- 
tions, worthy of eternal honour, Nehemiah, in an ad- 
Death and vancec ' age, departed this life. He was a man of un- 
chrmicbT off eigne d piety, ftricft probity, and unfullied virtue ; 
Nehemiah. ein i neilt for genuine philanthropy and patriotism, as 

appears from the whole of his tranfactions refpeeting 
the people and city of Jerufalem. This may fufficeas 
a brief narrative of events duringthereign of Xerxes. 

CHAP. VI. 



mit every man to drink at liberty ; and proclama- 
tiomwas made throughout the kings dominions, 
that they {hould fet a certain number of days apart 
for the celebration of a feftival for the fafety and 
profperity of the kingdom. 

QueenVafhti alfo had her apartments in the palace. 
She was fo remarkably beautiful, that the king, de- 
lirous of {hewing her to his guefts, fent for her to 
come into the grand chamber, where they were con- 
vened. But as the laws of Perfiado not allow wives 
to be feen by any beiides their domeftics, from a re- i^v* 
gard to that prohibition flie refufed to go to the king, ^jjj, 
not only once, but perfifted in the denial, notwith- "v** 
(landing feveral orders brought her by the eunuchs 

The king was fo incenfed at 
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fent for the coramiflioners that were exprefsly ap- 
pointed for the interpretation of the Perfian laws, to 
advife him in what manner he {hould punifh the 
contumacy and obftinacy of his queen* complaining 
that {he had not only once, but repeatedly difobeyed X* 
his commands. One of them, whofe name was 
Muchreus, gave it as his opinion, u That it was not 
44 only an indignity offered to royal authority, but a 
precedent of dangerous confequence to all his fiib- 
jcftSjfince other women might thereby be encou- . 
raged to contemn and difobey their hufbands; 
" and that therefore fo henious an offence {hould be 
c * punifhed with a proportionable degree of fe verity } 
in fart, withnothinglefsthan baniihment from the 
u king's prefence forever, by virtue of his royal will 
" and plealure publifiied by proclamation/' Theiia* 
king was fo divided between the love he bore the^S. 
queen, on the one hand, and the regard he had for 
his dignity, on the other, that he remained fome time 
inaftateof molt tormenting fufpenfe. While he 
was in this anxiety of thought, his counfellors 
endeavoured to divert him from the refolution of 

■ 

making himfelf miferable for the unprofitable love 
of one woman, while he might make his choice from . 
a collection of the firft beauties through the feveral 
provinces of his dominions, and felecft her as d wife 
to whom, in a general vie vv,he fhould find the warnieft 
attachment. 

The king,on fecond though t,approveJ the advice, 
and immediatelydifpatchedcommillioners through- 
out his dominions, to felecft the nioft celebrated beau- 

him. 1\mJ» 
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taxcrxes, in whofe reign over thePerfians, the whole 



ties they could find, and bring them up to _ 
The commiffioners were very diligent in the execu- C8UflMcfl j 
tion of their charge, and amongll others, difcovered 
a virgin in Babylon, whofe name was Either. Her 
parents being dead, Ihe was brought up in the houfe 
of her uncle JVIordecai, a man of rank amongft the 

This virgin fo far excelled the reft, for the E nha^ 
beauties and graces of her perfon, that ihe was an «^ 
object of general attra<ftion and admiration ♦ Shejca^ 
was committed to the care of ony of the eunuchs,*^ 
treated with all pofiible delicacy and refpedt, and ibepjjj 
prefented with eUcnccs, perfumes, and all curiolitU* 0 
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of art ufetlby the fexas ornamental emb'elliftimcrits. 
Thus was Either, together with four hundred vir- 
ins, treated, for the fpacc of fix month*; in tfhich; 
eing prepared for the king's bed, they were indi- 
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vidually and fcparately introduced by the eunuch to 
the king, who having received them into his arms, 
fentthemby the fame eunuch. 

WhenEfther wasprefentcd, he was fotranfported 
reference with the charms of herperfon, the elegance of her 

deportment,and the allurements of her con verfation, 
that he immediately refolved to take her to wife ; and 
the nuptials were accordingly celebrated in the fe- 
venth y ear of his reign,and the twelfth month, which 
is called Adar, with the greateft pomp and magni- 
ficence. A moll fplendid entertainment was given 
•upon the occafion to the great men of the Medes 
and Perfians, and other nations, for the fpace of a 
whole month. When the queen entered the royal 
palace, the king placed the crown upon her head, and 
treated her in every refpeil worthy of her dignified 
Situation, wholly regardlefs.of her country or ex- 
tra&ion. Her uncle Mordecai removed from Baby- 
lon to Sufa ; and would often enquire, at the gate of 
the royal palace, concerning the welfare of Either, 
who was as dear to him as his own child. 

The king, at this time, caufed alaw to be enacted, 
prohibiting any of his domeftics from approaching 
cMBthRo him while he fat upon his royal throne, unlefs they 
defence 5 were called or fent for,uponpainof lofingtheir heads; 

and there were officers appointed to be in readinefs 
to exact the penalty; In the mean time he had a gol- 
den fceptre in his hand 5 and when he wasdifpofed to 
pardon any who had tranfgrcfled the law fo enacted, 
he held that fceptre forth ; and, upon their touch- 
ing it, they were exempted from the penalty. 

There was formed, fome time after this, a confpi- 
Wordecai racy between Bigatharand Terefhi two attendant 
difcoversa eunuchs, agaiuft the perfbn of the king. Barnabaza- 
aeainiuhc bus, a fcrvautofone of them, and a jew by extrac- 
ting, tion, difcovereel their treacherous delign to Morde- 
cai, the king's uncle, and he, by means of Efther, to 
the king himfelf, who put the criminals to the ques- 
tion, and, upon convi&ion, delivered them both up 
tojullice. The king gave Mordecai no other reward 
than that of appointing his fervics to be regiftered 
upon the record, and allowing him admittance to the 
palace, with the privilege of one of his domeftics. 

Haman,thefon of Ammedah,an Amalekite,being 
Efther Hi. nowadvanced by the king,and coming frequently to 

court,the Perfians, as well as ftrangers, paid him the 
greateft reverence ; indeed, it was the king's will and 
pleafurc that it fhould be fo. Mordecai was the only 
perfon that refufed to do him the ^homage, that 
mode of refpect being contrary to the practice of 
his country. This exafperated the haughty A male- 
kite to fi&h a degree, that he afked him what coun- 
tryman he was ; and finding him to be a Jew, he 
broke out into a violent exclamation at the infolence 
IniS'to °^ f uc h a wretch, who, when all the nations, and the 
the jew free-born Perfians, made no helitation at doing him 




the honour commanded by the king, he fhould pre- 
fume to difobey . In this fit of rage he took the def- 
perate resolution not only to be revenged on Mor- 
decai, but to deftroy the whole race of Jews in 
the dominions of Perfia. He might, indeed, be 
farther induced to carry his delign into execution, by 
recollecting that his ancestors, the Amalekites, had 
been formerly beaten out of the land, and extermi- 
nated by thofe people. To perpetrate his malicious 
~tfefign, he attended the king according to ufual 
cuftom, and took an opportunity of reprefenting 
the Jews to him in the moft odious and Contemptible 
light, exclaiming againftthem as a vile generation, 
unfociable in their difpofition, barbarous in their 
manners, devoted to fuperftitiouslaws and ceremo- 
nies, lurking up and down in every quarter of his 
dominions, and, upon the whole, difcovering them- 
felves, in every in fiance of word and deed, the 
a cftriiai common enemies of mankind. He begged leave, 
if the ,on therefore, to ftoferve, that fuch-being their known 

character, it was inconfiftent with the rules of po- 
licy to allow them any further toleration . He then 
fubmitted to the king's wifdom and propriety, nay 
the neceflity,of extirpating them out of thePerfian 
empire : and left the lotslof fo many fubjefts fhould 
be thought to diminifh the king's revenue, he pro- 
No. 15. 
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pofed making up the defed out of his own private 
fortune. 

,The kinjg was f>rcvailed on by the artful infill 
tionsof this wicked and arrogant favourite,' tofbb- 
mit the difpdfal of the Jews to his entire difcretion^ 
and, at the fame time, difpenfe with his promifc of 
milking up the deficiency of the revenue, which was 
eftimated in thefreafury account, at forty tboufand 

talentsoffilver;Haman,thu«authorized,immediate- 
ly puhlifhed an edict in the king's name,and difperfed 
it throughout all his dominions, to this cffe& : 

" The great king Artaxerkes to the hundred ani 
u twenty-feven governors of the provinces be- 
c< tween India and Ethiopia, greeting. 



Whereas 



* • 



u command of fo many nations, and a dominion oyer 
" the reft of the world as large as I myfelf defire : 
u being refolved to do nothing that may be tyranni* tirpadonof 
c< cal or grievous towards my people, and to bear a 
<c gentle and eafy rule over them, with an eye more 
u efpecially to the prefervation of their peace andli- 
c< berties, and to fettle them in a ftate of tranquility 
V and happinefs not to be fhaken : alf this 1 have ta- 




mature _ # ^ n 

Ci undcrftand, by my trufty and well-beloved friend 
" and counfellor Haman, a man of tried faith, pru-» 
u derice, and juftice, and whom I efteem above all 
u others, that there is a mixture of inhuman people 
u among my fubjefts, who take upon them to go- 
u vern by their own laws, and to prefcribe ways to 
" themfelves, in contempt of public order and go- 
" vernment ; men, depraved both in their cuftoms 
" and thoir manners, and enemies not only to mon- 
u archy, but to the methods of our royal adminiA 
c< tration. This is therefore to will andrequire, that 
" upon notice, given you by Haman, (who is to me 
u a father), of the perfons intended by this my pro- 
u clamation, you put all the faid perfons, men, wo- 
c< men and children, to the fword , without any com- 
*• miferation or favour, in ftrict purfuance of my 
" decree. And it is my further command, that you 
" put this in execution on the thirteenth day of the 
" twelfth month of the prefent year, to make but 
c< one day's work of the deftruction of all mine and 
" your enemies, in order to the future peace and 
" Security of our lives. ** 

This edic5b was rapidly difperfed throughout the 
whole empire ; and the people prepared themfelves 
accordingly for the abolition of the Jews on the day 
appointed ; but the inhabitants of Sufa, the place 
of the king's refidence, were particularly ftrenuous 
for carrying it into execution. The king and hi* 
favourite in the mean time, pafied their hours in 
conviviality; while the few humane amongft the 
Perfians fhuddered at the idea of fo horrid a maflacre 
as that approaching. 

When Mordecai was informed of the tenor and Lamcntt4 
purport of this proclamation, he rent his garments, tionof 
put on fackcloth, covered his head with afhes, and ^J 1 ^" 
palTed through the ftreets of the town, exclaiming jcwi. 
againft the flagrant iniquity of this horrid and bar- tfthcr * ir * 
barous defign againft the Jews. In this manner he 
proceeded till he came to the gate of the palace, 
where he was obliged to flop,no man being permitted 
to enter in fuch a garb. Mordecai's example was # 
followed by all the Jews in the feveral cities within * 
the Perfian dominions, who, upon notice of the king's 
decree, were overwhelmed with defpair. 

Intelligence of this reaching the queen, (who was 
aftranger to the decree being pafled)fhc was greatly 
affected thereby, and fentameflenger to Mordecai, 
entreating him to lay afide that mournfulhabit, and 
refume the drefs that was confiltent with his fituation . 
But he told themeffenger he could not comply with l^orv 
the queen's requeft, till the caufe of his mclancholly itecai la- 
appearance was removed. In confequence of this 
anfwer, the queen fent Hetach, one of the 
eunuchs, who was at that time in her prefence, to 
learn' the reafon of Mordecai^wherefore heaflumed* 
fuch an appearance, and refufed to put it oft" at her 
particular requeft. Mordecai then related the whole 
tranfaclionsin due form and order, fetting forth that 
the king, at the inftigation of Haman, had iffued his 

1 royal proclamation, throughout all his dominion^br 
the extirpation of the Jews, and that Haman nad of 
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feml a vaft fa in of money, by way of competi- 
tion, to induce him to do it* He then gave Hctach 
a copy of the decree to deliver to the queen, im- 
ploring that flic would make an humble applica- 
tion to the king, and intercede with him in their 
behalf, as the lives of the whole nation were now 
at ftake. He rcprcfcntcd the neceffity of wavtoig 
ih« C a"o- delay, as Haman was iuceflantly calumniating the 
nage'ofTbc Jews, and wouM continue to exafperate the king 

againft them till he had gained his point. 

This account was faithfully delivered by the eu- 
nuch to the quecii, who immediately returned an 
anfwer to Mordecai, in which flie excufed herfelf 
from engaging in the affair, letting forth that an 
ordinance had been paflcd, prohibiting any £erfon, 
Whether man or woman, on pain of death, from 
approaching the king when feated on his throne of 
ftate, without being called to attend him, unlefs 
he would vouchfafe to hold forth his golden 
fceptre. When Mordecai heard this, he pre fled the 
queen once again, by the fame meflenger, repre- 
fenting, that it was not her own perfonal fafety 
that was in queftion, but the fecurity of the whole 
race ; and admonifhing her by no means to negleft 
the leaft opportunity of performing an office incum- 
bent on her by every relative tie, and every dictate of 
humanity. He further intimated his reliance on the 
Divine interpofition in behalf of a people who were 
iinjuftly condemned to death by the vile artifices of 
an arrogant and ambitious man* 

This meflage roufed Efther, who immediately 
difpatched the eunuch to Mordecai with this order 
and promife, that he, and all the Jews in Sufa, 
fhould faftfor three days, as would herfelf and fer- 
vants, and offer up their humble fup plications to 
the Almighty, that he would be pleafed to profper 
wnitio°nt her in fo hazardous an undertaking ; at the expira- 
indercakes tion of which flie would not fail to addrefi* the king, 
ledc wiVh though at the hazard of her life Mordecai duly at- 
theking. tended to the queen's inltru&ions, and having cir- 
culated the fame amongft the Jews, they ftridly ob- 
am^gft ferved the faft, and humbly befought the Almighty 
the jews. to c l e f ea t the malicious deligns of their enemies, to 

extend his mercy according as he was wont to peni- 
tent offenders, and finally deliver themfrom the de- 
finition denounced againft them. The whole mul- 
titude joined, indeed, in one common addrefs, im- 
ploring the Almighty to vouchfafe them his protec- 
tion ofVhc tion, and avert that dreadful judgment from the If- 
^een. raelites that now hung over their heads. Queen Ef- 
ther alfo humbled herlelf before God after the man- 
ner of her country, proftrating herfelf on the earth, 
tgfiuming a mourning habit, abftaining from every 
fenfual gratification for three days, and imploring 



litre. Theft words were uttered hi fuch a tone of voic^ 
and accompanied by fuch a difpofiiion of feature, as 
afforded dimofk lively rcprefentation ofherfenfibi- 
lity, and thereby a&ed fo compulfivcly on the king, 
that in the moft explicit terms, he bade her prefer 
her rcqueft, declaring he would grant it> even if it 
was one half of his kingdom./ 

Upon this declaration Efther told him, all /he dc- s &ein*k 
fired, at prefent, was that he would be pleafed to t£2?* a 
come to a banquet with her that day, and thai he bao w 
would permit Haman to accompany him.- Her fait 
was granted ; they came together ; and when the 
entertainment was nearly over, with which the king 
exprefled the higheft fatisfa&ion, he again aflted 
Efther what requeit flie had to make, repeating bis* 
former promife, that whatever it fhould be, he would * 

though it were half his kingdom. 




grant it, tliougn it were nair jus Kingdom. The 
queen, not thinking this a proper time to open the 
lecret to the king, told him, that her defirc, at pre- 
fent, was no more than that he would honour her the 
next day at a like entertainment, accompanied by 
Haman, when flie would take the freedom to prefent 
her petition. The king washighiy pleafed with the * 
propofal; but the diftinguiflied honour conferred up- 
on Hainan, being invited to accompany the king to 1 
the queen's banquet, fb increased his pride and am- 
bition, that the expected nothing lefs than a relpeft 
and homage to be paid him as the fecond perfon in 
the kingdom. Nor were his expectations ill-found- |k 
ed, except in the perfon of Mordecai, who, as he pa£- tion^f 
fed him at the palace gate,onhis retuvn,negle&ed to J**!* 
pay him obedience. As foon as he got home, he re- 
counted to his family,and particularly to his wife Ze- 
refli, the many initances of eftecm he had received, 
not only from the king, but likewife the queen, hav- 
ing been at a banquet provided by the latter, and 
that the next day he was to be prefent at a like in- 
vitation, accompanying the king a is before. 

He could not, however, forbear complaining of 
the affront and difrelpect which Mordecai had put 
upon him ; and advifeino; with Zerefh, his wife, 
and his relations and friends, concerning the manner Hjfflaafl6 
in which he fhould chaftife his infolence, they pro- den** 
pofed to him, as the beft expedient, to order a gib- JSS fe 
bet to be erected fifty cubits high, and the very next teat* 
morning go to the king, and obtain a grant for the MoriU 
execution of Mordecai upon it. This advice was 
perfectly agreeable to Haman, who imagining the 
king wouldnot refufe his requeft, gave orders for 
the gibbet to be immediately ere&ed. 

But that Omnifcient Being who difpofes of all 
events, waspleafed to direct things in fiich a manner, 
as to fruftate the delign of the proud and cruel Ha- 
man ; for, when h& went to court the next morning, 



the Divine interpofition in her behalf, that the king jj he found matters turn out very different to what he 



might be difpofedto attend to her interceffion for a 
miferable and perfecuted people, fo that it might 
prevail, to the confufion of their enemies, and all 
their malicious defigns upon her diftreffed country- 



men 



Efther $. 



After three days thus {pent in fervent {implication 
for the Divine mercy and conipaflion, the queen put 
on her royal attire,and,with two attendants,bearing 

up her train, advanced towards the king, her face 
being covered with ablufli expreflive both ofmajefty 
and grace, though at the fame time, not without 
Efther t*. fome indication of doubtful apprchenfion. Thedaz- 

fents her- zling luftre of the king feated on his throne, and an 
king.° chC imagination thathis countenance exprelTed difplea- 

^ litre, fo affeAed the gentle Efther, that flie immedi- 
~ - atcly fell into a fwoon, and would have funk to the 



Is graci- 
oully re- 
ceived. 



expected. It happened that the king that morning 
awoke much fooner than ufiial, and not being able to 
compofe himfelf again to fleep, in order topafs the 
time hi fome degree profitable, as well as entertain- 
ing, he ordered his fecretary to bring the memorials ti»* 
and ftate papers, as well antient as modern, andrcad J£j r *£ 
their refpedtive contents. Thekingfound, upon the king, 
reading them, the name of a perfon who had great ma 
honours and pofleflions given him as a reward for a ^fam 
glorious and memorable adtion ;alfo of another, whoofMojki 

obtained the bounty of his prince for his fidelity, JS*^ 
The fecretary proceeded till he came to the paflage 
which made mention ofMordecai's difcovery of the. 
confpiracy of the two eunuchs, Bigthar and Terefti, 
againft his perfon jandwhenthe king, upon enquiry, 
was given to underftand, that the man, for fo fignal a 
fervice, had not received any reward, he feemed ex- 
ceedingly angry, and commanded the fecretary to 
Hop at that record, and enquire of the centinels 
whathour it,was. Anfwer beingbrought that it was 
break of day, he demanded to know who waited witb- 



ground,had (henot beenlupported by herattendants. 
The king, alarmed at her lituation, defcended from 
his throne, embraced her in his arms,and,in tendereft 
phi^afe, confolod her with an affurance that no ad- 
vantage fhould be taken of the law to her prejudice, 

though fhe came uncalled ; that decree extending II out, and beingtold Haman, ordered him to be called 
only to fubjedts, and confequently not to her, whom j|in, and, upon his entrance, thus addreifed him* 
heefteemedasthepartnerofhis empire. He then laid || " From aperfiiafion of yourloyal attachment tomy 

" perfon and government, I would afl* of you what 
u token of honour you would advifemetobeftow on 
" the man to whom I have the greateft obligation 
" imaginable, and that confeientioufly with the 
u dignity of my royal charatfter V 9 Haman, not 
doubting but his owninterfeft was concerned in the 
folution of the queftion, prcfiiming that he alone 

muftbc the perfon referred to, gave it as his opinion, 



his golden fceptre gently on her neck, as a token of 
his affection, as well as confirmation of the afliirance 
he had fo lately given. Thefe tender proofs of love 
andeftcembrought her back to theufe of her reafon 
and fpeech, when flie explained to the king the caufe 
of^her fwoon, which arofe from the impreflion of the 
awful appearance of his facred perfon, and an ap- 

prehenfion that his countenance expreffed difplea- 
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that the king fliotild clothe the man whom he dc- 
Jircd to honour with his own royal apparel, mount 
him on his own horfe, prefent him with a golden 
chain, and caufe an herald to make proclamation 
throughout the city, 44 Thus (hall be done to the 
" man whom the king vouchfafes to honour." 

No fooner had Haman delivered his opinion, than 
the king, quite contrary to his expe&ation, com- 
manded him to take thehorfe, apparel, and chain, 
find out Mordecai, the Jew, array him in this attire, 
and when mounted, to march before him, making 
t0 proclamation in quality of an officer; becaufe, as 
- r the king's favourite he was the fitteft man to advife 
with, and to execute his owncounfel. He concluded 
that Mordecai merited thefe honours, lince to him 
he was indebted for his life* 

This order cut the imperious Haman to the very 
heart, as it was fo contrary to his expectation, his 
thoughts having been wholly employed on his own 
advancement* But the king's word was a law, and 
he knew there was no difputing it. Being, therefore, 
obligeh to comply, he went with the horfe, habit, 
• arid golden chain, in queft of Mordecai, and finding 
him at the palace gate, in his garb of humiliation, 
bade him diveft himfelf of the lackcloth, and put on 
the purple; , The Jew, ignorant of whathad pafled, 
imputed this parade of ceremony to mockery, and 
reprobated Haman as an hard-hearted, infolent 
wretch, who delighted to fport with the miferies of 
mankind. But Haman reafoned with him on the 
matter, and at length convinced him that the king 
had commanded this honour to be done him, in re- 
compence of the fervice he had rendered him, in de- 
tecting the confpiracy of the eunuchs, and thereby 
faving his life. Being thus fatisfied, he put on the 
purple and the golden chain,, mounted the king's 



refentment 



Haman, by this time finding the ftorm gathering, 
took the opportunity of the king's abfence for 



fupplicating the queen for his life, acknowlcdgin 



Haman's 



horie, and paraded through the city, Hamanmjaking 



proclamation before him, " Thus fhall it be done to 
a the man whom the king defireth to honour ** 



» 



before her in the mod humiliating manner. At this The king 
juncture the kingreturned,and feeing Hamanin fuch S T 
a pofition, was more exafperatcd by that circum- Haman. 
fiance tnan all the reft, andjftfvilcd himas thebafeft 
of men, for fo infolent an attempt on the honour of 
his queen. The eunuch then informed the king of 
the gibbet of fifty cubits in height, which, by order of 
Haman, was erecfted for the execution of Mordecai, 
as he was made tounderftand by one of his fer rants 
when he went to give him an invitation to the queen's 
banquet. The king immediately fixed arefolution of 
inflicting the fame puniihment upon Haman that he 

had prepared for Mordecai, and ordered him inittie- Mordecai 

diately to be executed upon the fame gibbet* retaliates 

t *./* * • . & upon him- 

1 cannot pais over this extraordinary event without fcif. 
a comment on the infinite juftice, wiidom and power 
of the Almighty ; not only in bringing Haman to jS kof 
deferved puniftiment, but catifinghira to fall by the 
very fnare he ha(d laid for the life of an innocent man, 
and thereby juftly retaliating fo execrable a defign 
on the bafe inventor. ' ^ 

This was the end of the imperious Haman, who 
had fo flagrantly per verted the king's peculiar favour 
and bounty. His body was delivered up to juftice, 
and his wide eftate given to the queen, who appoint- . 
ed Mordecai her fteward. The queen had, by this 
time, made it known to the king, that Mordecai 
was her near relation ; upon which he fent for him, MorJecaiii 
and delivered him the ring with which Hamari had l on ^l c . d 
been entrufted before. The po/Teflions of Haman, Either vtf? 
which the king had granted to the queen, (he trans- 
ferred to Mordecai ; and then preiented a fecond pe- 
tition to her royal confort, that he would be pleafed 
todcliverthe Jews from that apprehenfion for their 
lives which ftill prevailed, remindinghimof the editf: 




Mordecai, after this, was ufhered into the royal pre- 
fence, while Haman departed to his own houfe, ftung 
with vexation, difappointment, and delpair, being 
aflured, from the late tranfa&ions, that all his ef- 
forts to avenge himfelf on the Jews would prove 
fruitlefs, as the king had thus received Mordecai 
into his immediate favour and protection. 

WhileHaman was relatingthefe doleful tidings to 
his family, lamenting the difappointment and great 

mortification he had met v/ith, in being forced to pay j| and cliiperfed, by his command, throughout hisdo- 
fo fignal an honour to his moft hated enemy, the minions ; which, when confirmed by the royal fig- 



which Haman had difper fed, in his name, through- 
out the empire, and enforcing her requeft, by de- 
claring that her own life depended upon the fafety 
of her nation. The king gave her his royal word, 

done to the J 



knowledge. 



_ He farther granted her the liberty of 
drawing up any decree or mandate in his name, 
withaflurance that the fame fliould be fiffned, fealed, 



queers eunuch's came to call him away to fupper. 
One ofthem,whofe name was Sabuchades, obferving 
a gibbet ere&ed in the court, aiked one of the fervants 
the meaning of it, and being told it was prepared for 
Mordecai, iror whofe cxecutionHamanhad obtained 
permiflion of the king, he refted apparently fatisfied. 

When the king and Haman were fet down to the 
banquet,and highly pleafed with their entertainment 
the king aiked Either again what her requeft was, at 
the fame time renewing his promife that he would 
not fail to grant it her, though it fliould extend to 
the half of the kingdom. The queen availing herfelf 
of this opportunity, with blufhing modefty, repre- 
fented to the king, " That her petition was for the 
fecurity of her own life, and the lives of her people, 
.as there was a plot laid againft them, for their ge- 
neral deftruction. Had they (fhe obferved) been 
made flaves, that calamity might have been tolera- 
ble ; fo that her ftiit was, that he would be gracioufly 
pleafed to interpofe, and avert the imminent extir- 
pation of the whole race." 

Thekingno fooner heard Efther's petition, than 
he afked, with great emotion, who it was that durft 
put fuch a defign on foot \ Thequeen, without pre- 
varication,replied,thatHaman\vasthe author of that 
advice,and that it proceeded from the impulfe of ma- 
lice to the people. Theking,rifingupin a great paf- 
hon,immediately left the apartment,and retired into 



nature, their authority would be unqueftidnable 
Upon this he commanded the attendance of -his fe- 
cretaries, and enjoined them to draw up the follow- 
ing mandate in behalf of the Jews, to the magiftrates 
of all the provinces thatliebetweenlndia and Ethio- 
pia, under the command of an hundred and twenty- 
feven governors. 

" Atraxerxes,the great king, to our trufty governors T he man. 

u and magiftrates, ffreetine;. date of Ar. 

forrefcind- 

" Whereas it is too general a pra&ice for men, '"B^/J 0 *"" 
u whofe fortune hath been greater than their merit, a^inTtha 
u to infult both their inferiors and benefactors, and J cw ** m 
u extinguifh as far as lies in their power, all fenfe of 
" gratitude and benevolence, andlike wife to pervert 
u the power veiled in them, and this under fuch 
cc guifes as they vainly imagine can elude the perie- 
" tration of the Great Searcher of Hearts ; nor is it 

mifreprefenta- 



u any new matter for favourites 




(*) all the caftern nations, even ro this day, the people lean on a 
couch while they eat ; and Efther heing at that time in the fame petition, 
mman took the opportunity of proftrating himfelf before her, and ac- 
cording jo the cuftom of the Perfians, embraced her feet. It cannot 
oe imagined that Haman could, at fuch a time, attempt to violare the 
cnaltuy of the queen; but the refentment of Art.txerxes was then fo 

great, that he had laid hold of this circumftancc. in order to give a 

No, 15, 



cc tion of men and things, to gfiaSfy their private 
ct paffions to the injury of their matters, and thus 
tc endanger the lives of honeft men by their ill offices 
<c with the prince : this I declare, not only on the 
<c crd|it of hiftorical report, hut on p^rfetft demon- 
u ftraiion within my own- knowledge. For the fu- 
" ture, therefore, let no regard be paid toflanderbua 
u accufations, but let fads be carefully inquired 



plauJihlc colour to what he intended to do. In the. Book of Efther it is 
faid Hainan's face was covered, which was confident with the practice 
of the caft, from the moft early ages of time; for when a criminal 
was brought before a judge or his fovereign, to receive fentence, his 
face was always covered, left the natural emotions of his grief ihouhl 
operate too ftrongly in his favour. 
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*' and even by the deftru&ion of the queen ; 
" of his plot being to ufurp my authority, 

<( Jn«« ~ rKiinft *1i«> 1t«/**c nfinv fripnrls ha<l fill 



into, and let full jiroof of the innocence. or guilt 
u of the party acquit or condemn* 

44 You arc not unacquainted with Ha man's not 
" being a Pcrlian, but an Amalckitc by extraction; 
" nor how affectionately I have treated, and wJiat 
" honour done this man, having called and regarded 
" him as my father, and ordering my fubjc&s to obey 
u himncxt.to myfclf. Now his pride had induced 
f 4 him to depart from^is duty, and prompted him 
44 to think of fucceedingto the government, # by the 
44 detraction of Mordecai, to whom I owe my life ; 

the end 
when his 

plans againft the lives of my friends had fucceeded . 
u And whereas the deligns of this wicked man to 
44 dettroy the Jews are notorious, I hereby certify 
44 that far from finding them f editious, I approve of 
44 them as a people worlhipping that God to whom 
44 I and my family owe the polleffion and fupport of 

4C our dominions. 

44 Thefe letters are therefore to command that you 
44 do not exercife or put in force that fe verity on the 
44 Jews as commanded by Hainan, whom as a facri- 
44 tice to juftice, I have caufed to be executed on a 
44 gibbet before the gates of Sufa. 

44 And I further command that copies of thefe 
44 fetters be transmitted throughout my dominions, 
44 and that you afford them help againft thofe who 
44 may opprefs them. 

44 And as the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
44 that is to fay, the month Adar, is fixed for the 
44 extirpation of thefe people, it is my royal will 
44 and pleafure, that you now fix on this time as the 
44 moment of their deliverance, alTured that this 
44 proceeding will fatisfy my friends, and afford a 
44 cautionary example to future traitors. 

44 Bait further known to the parties herein concern- 
44 ed, in allbur cities, towns, and villages, that mili- 
tary execution ftiall be the confequence of difobc- 



throughout the Pcrlian dominion*' Thefe days are 
itill obfcrvccl with the fame folcrnnity by the Jews, 
who make it a point, on their annual return, to 
regale and prclcnt each other with donations of 
various kinds. Mordecai, indeed, fent order* 
throughout the empire to all his countrymen, re- 
quiring them molt itriltly to obferve thofe days of 
feftival, and to t ran I'm it them to pofterity, in order 
to perpetuate the memory of their iignal deliverance 
from tljcmalTacredcfigned by the flagitious Hainan, 
and the advantages which they gained in the rcfult 
over their moft inveterate enemies.* For this caufe 
thofe days are (till obferved by the Jews, who call 
them Phrurcea, or Purim, that is to fay, Feafts of Dayf ^' 
Converfation., Mordecai retained his influence 
with the king,being the fir ft perfon in adminiitration, 
and equally refpeCted by him and the queen. The 
affairs of the Jews Continued to profper under the' 
aulpicesof Artaxerxes, whbfename therefore ftands 
with honour iu our records," and as fuch will be 
handed down to future ages. 



CHAP. VII. 



Jofitt, the high-prieft , Jlays his brother J ejus in the temghl 

Bagofes offers many injuries to the Jews. 




N the demife of Eliafiiib, the high-prieft, his (on 
Judas, by right hereditary, fucceeded to the 
office, as did his fon John, by the fame right, at his§^ 
deccafe. This laid John was the caufe of the viola- p««ft.« 
tion and prophanation of the temple afterwards, by Jjjjjjj; 
Bagofes, commander in chief of the troops of another j«*J«*» 
Artaxerxes, called Mnemon. Bagofes impofed a 
tribute on the Jews, obliging them to pay, out of the 
public treafure, fifty drachmas a day for every lamb 
they facrificed before they entered upon their daily 
4C dience to the commands, of which all our fubje&s II oblations (a) . John, the high-prieft, had a brother, BlJofe i 

n 11 1 — whofc name was Jefus, and Bagofes, the general, jjjW^ 



Effifts of 
the refcin- 
datory 

dun date. 



.J 

u avenge* themfelves on their enemies at the time 
44 appointed. " Couriers were immediately fent 
exprefs with thefe letters mandatory to all quarters. 

Soon after the king had put the royal fignet to this 
decree, Mordecai came out of the palace, dreffed in 
the royal robe, gown and chain ; the fight of whom 
gave the higheft fatisfaition to the Jews, who thereby 
imagined themfelves fafe, and that Hainan's decree 
againft them was totally re fcinded. The Jews like- 
wife, who relided in the different parts of the king- 
dom, when theybeard the contents of the king's la ft 
decree, were elated with joy ; and fomeof the na- 
tives, thinking themfelves in danger, underwent 
circumcifion, fuppofing that might be a means of 
fecuring them, fliould the Jews become predomi- 
nant ; as they were greatly animated by the king's 
affigning them the fame day for their revenge that 
had been defigned for their execution, that is to fay, 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which the- 
Hebrews call Adar, and the Macedonians Dyftrus. 
Upon the obtaining of this mandate, the princes, 
governors, and magiftrates, all paid a more than 
ordinary reverence to the J 
power of Mordecai. 

When the decree was difperfed, the Jews put five 
themfelves hundred of their enemies to the fword at Sufa, and 

the king (lie wed the queen the number of them ; 
butno account was yet taken of thofe that were /lain 
elfewhere. At the queen's fpecialrequeft, that the 
Jews might havtfojie day's revenge more upon their 
enemies, and that the ten fons of Haman might be 
executed on the gibbet, the king appointed the day 
following for thatpurpofe. So that they affembled 
in great numbers, and flew near three hundredlinore 
of their adverfaries, without fo much as touching 
any of their property. But, throughout the whole 
empire, the number of the {lain, as accounted enemies 
was computed at feventy-fivethoufand. Thisflaugh- 
ter was on the thirteenth day of the month ; and 
the next was celebrated as a feftival by all the Jews 
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being much attached to him, had promifed to exert f^tf 
his influence to advance him to the fupreme facer- ^5, 
dotal office. Jefus, relying on the affurance andtnghL 
authority of Bagofes, had the audacity to enter into 
a conteft with his brother John in the temple upon 
this fubj'edt, who was excited by his provocation 
to fuch a degree of rage, that, in his fury, he flew , 
him. 

The religion of the Jews could not poffibly fuftaiii 
a greater difgraoe, than the commiffion of fo henious 
a t crime in fo facred a place, by fo facred a chara&er : 
indeed, as an aggravation of its enormity, there 
never was a fimilar inftance among the Greeks,, or 
dVen the Barbarians. The Almighty, however, did 
not fiiffer it to pafs unpunifhed ; for, ontbat very 
account, the people were enflaved, and the temple 
was prophaned by the Perfians. When Bagofes 
heard that the high-prieft had fpilt the blood of his t 
brother in the very temple, he exclaimed with con- 
tempt and indignation againft the Jews,' as the moft j«<g* 
daring and abandoned wretches, in perpetrating t her&. 
the moft henious crime of murder, in a place of anc* 2 * 8, 
others the moftfolemn and facred. Being oppofed 
in his attempt to enter thertemple, he cried out, 
" Am I not purer in body than he who was flain 
" within ?" and with thefe words forced his way. 
Bagofes accordingly madeufe of this pretence for 
treating the Jews with the utmolt feverity and 
rigour, for the fpace of feven years. 

John , the high-prieft, was fucceeded, at his death, 
by hisfonjaddus. This Jaddus had a brother, whofeg£ rf 
name was Manaffes, to whom Sanballat, who wasj^toj* 
fent by Darius, thekingofPerfia, into Samaria, un-^w 
derftanding Jerufalem to be a famous city, and that iMg>\ 
the kings of it had put the Syrians to many difficul- 
ties, frankly gave his daughter Nicafa in marriages 
as a teft and earneft of the friend/hip he wifliecftfo 
cultivate and maintain with the Jews. Sanballat 
was by birth a Chuthite, from whom the Samarians 
derive their origin. 



{a) The payment of this tax laded no longer than feven years ; for, 
on die death of Ar faces, the changes and revolutions, which then hap- 



pened in the empire, made a change in the government of Syria* andrbe 
perfon who fucceeded Bagofes, in that province, na farther, exacted iu 
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Alexander, encouraged by tli&fiicccfK, marched 
directly into Syria, took Damsffcu* and Sic! on, and 
Jilt zander the Great overthrows the Per/tans. Makes II laid lie ge to Tyre * From thence be wrote to the A ^(?c*?f 
his entry into the city of Jerufalem; and, inflead^ of de- high-prieft at Jerufalem, giving him to underlta«d r conqucV/* 
Jlroying according to expectation confers many benefits |[ that he expected' the fame afliftancc from them 



woman. 



on the Jews 

- • s • 

ABOUT this time Philip, king of Maccdon, was 
treacheroufly aflaulted and flain, in the city of 
jEga?a, by Paufanias, the fon of Ceraftes, of the fa- 
. of mily of Oreftes. He was fucceeded on the throne of 
lucSon Macedon by his fon Alexander, who eroding tin 
fcccceja Hcllefpont, obtained a fignal victory over the army 
bThiifon of Darius at the river Granicus ; after which he fub- 
A ' csandcr ' clued Lydia and Ionia, and palling his army 

through Caria, entered into Pamphilia, as is re- 
corded in another place. 

The elders of Jerufalem were at this time-much 
concerned at the conducT: of Manafles, the brother 
of Jaddus, the high-prieft, who had taken to wife 
a ft range woman. Indeed, their indignation arofe 
to fuch a pitch, as to have been almoft productive 
of an infurrection j for they deemed it a ftep to- 
MonafTcs > v ^ r< ls the abolition of the laws of their country 
gives of- refpecting marriages, and concluded, if they fuf- 
j^yingafered it to pafs unnoticed, it would, by degrees, 
frange 0 become an eftablifhedcuftom. Nor could they be 

unmindful that this was the very caufe of their for- 
mer captivity, and of all the calamities that enfued 
thereupon. They were too fenfible that the tran£- 
greflions which drew down thofe heavy judgments 
upon them, was their intermarrying with ttrange 
women ; and therefore they peremptorily demand- 
ed of Manafles, that he fhould either difrnifs his J 
wife, or never more approach the altar. 

In coiifequence.of this Manafles repaired to his 
father-in-law Sanballat, governor of Samaria, told 
ManaffcMs him all that had pafled at Jerufalem, and declared 
dif F ofcJ to that though he pafllonately loved his daughter, 
Si wife! y e t he was unwilling, for her fake, to be deprived 

of the prieft-hood, which was. a native honour, and 
in the higheft efteem among the Jews. Sanballat, 

b^owu * n orc ' er to ea ^ e mind of his fon-in-law upon 
fw.endca- this head, told him that if he would but continue 
Ede° afFe&ion to his daughter, and keep her as his 
him, and wife, he would undertake not only to fecure him the 
jrerais. exerc jf e c f ^ function, but advance him to the 

pontificate, andeftablifh him as prince of the whole 
country. He further promifed to build him a 
temple upon mount Gerizim, that overlooks Sama- 
ria, and the reft of the mguntains, not inferior to 
that at Jerufalem ; all which fhould be performed 
by the permiffioii and power of Darius. Manafles, 
relying on thefe promifes, remained with his father- 
in-law ; the confequence of which was, that many 
of the priefts, as well as laity, of Jerufalem, who 



had engaged in thefe prohibited marriages, re forted 

toSamariaJ and put themfelvesunder his protection. 
Their removal, indeed, was far from being againft 
their worldly intcreft ; for th*e governor, to encou- 
rage his ambitious fon-in-law, furntfhed them with" 
houfes, land, ftock, and money ; a circumftance 
which afterward occafioned great diforder in the 
Jewifli ftate. 

Darius, about this time, receiving intelligence that 
by° Alexander had pafled the Hellefpont^nd obtained 
Alexander, a complete victory over his generals at the river Gra- 

nicus,to pre ven this progrefs,immediatelyaflembled 
his forces, with a refolution to give the Macedonians 
battle, left they fhould over-run the whole of his ter- 
ritories, which they feemed inclined to do. He ac- 
cordingly marched at the head of his troops beyond 
the Euphrates, and encamped on the fide of mount 
Taurus, in Cilicia, determined to come to an en- 
gagement with the enemy in that quarter. 

This was agreeable news to Sanballat, who, in full 
confidence of fuccefs, afliired his fon-in-law Manal- 
fnSa^s ^ e3 > tliat ? on tlle king's return, he would ratify all 
Sfob? 5 ° in ^ e " lac * P rom ^ e< i5 as he, and all the Afiatics, were 

faze to 

fully perfuaded, that Darius would obtain aneftec- 

lf hlr s tUa * con( l ue ft ov er theMacedomans, who, with their 

handful of men, could never fuftain thefirft fhock. 
In this, however, he was fatally miftaken ; for though 
the army of Alexander was* as reprefented, very in- 
ferior to that of Darius, the Perfians were totally 
routed; a great part oftheirarmy wasloft ; theking's 
mother, wife, and children were taken prifoners;#nd 
he war. obliged to fave hirafelf by aprccipitate flight. 
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which they had formerly given to Darius, and that 
they fhould provide a market for the fupply of his 
army, where he might have neceflaries for his mo- 
ney ; alluring them they fhould have rio r reafbn to 
repent of fuch their fervices. .The high-prieft . re- ncqmrci 
turned for anfwer briefly this, that they had bdund Jo fub£!t 
themfelvcs by oath not to take up arms, againft 10 him * 
Darius, and that he was determined to keep that 
oath inviolable during his life.' 

Alexander was much difpleafed with thisanfwer ; 
and though he 'determined to profecute the fiege of 
Tyre with the utmoft vigour, he as firmly refolved, 
upon its furrender, to make an expedition againft wkes^he** 
the Je wifli high-prieft, and, by his example, teach *?*y°* 
the world in general, how far oaths were to be pre- >rc * 
feryed or broken. At length, after a fiege of fa- 
tigue and danger, the Macedonians made them- 
felves mafters of Tyre by aflault, and then proceed- 
ed to inveft Gaza, a Perfian garrifbn, under the 
command of a governor named Babemefes. 

When Sanballat underftood that Alexander lay sanballat 
before Tyre, he took that* opportunity of 'g^ n g Jf^^ 

over to him with eight thqufand men, whom he r iu $ m to 
had aflembled together out of Ms own province. Alexander; 
The Macedonian here received hiip with great res- 
pect, defiring him to open his mind freely without 
the leaft restraint, as he was ready to grant any 
reafonable requeft he might make. This gave San- 
ballat a favourable opportunity of executing the 
defign he had projected.. He told Alexander he had 
a fon-in-law, named Manafles, the brpther of Jad- 
dus, the high-prieft of the Jews, .who was following 
him with great numbers of people, to afk pcrmif- 
fion to erect a temple in that province 'for divine 
worfliip . He intimated , at the fame time , how much 
Alexander's intereft was concerned in this permif- 
fion, as the Jews, who were very numerous, might, 
if he refufed, be as troublefome to him, as they had obrain* 
heretofore been to the Syrians. Alexander readily IS build- 
granted Sanballat's requeft ; upon which he imme- ,n 1 ^ t tcm * 
diately gave orders for erecting the temple on mount Gerizim. 
Gerizim ; appointed Manafles, his fon-in-law, to be 
high-prieft ; and ordered that his defcendanis, by 
his daughter, fhould fucceed to that honour. The 
temple which Sanballat had obtained permiffion to 
build was foon compleatcd, and Manafles appointed 
hio;h-prieft ; but his father-in-law did not live long; p««h pf 

to fee him enjoy that honour ; for m about two 
months after he paid the debt of nature. 

As foon as the victorious Alexander had fubdued 
Gaza, he advanced at the head of his army towards 
Jerufalem, fully determined to punifh the high- A i cxan dcr 
prieft for non-compliance with his requeft. Jaddus, gocsagain 
being apprized of Alexander's intention, and that -f erulalcn 
he was marching with all hafle to Jerufalem, was 
greatly alarmed ; and knowing how incapable he 
was of making any refiftance againft fo powerful 
an invader, ordered prayers and facrifices to be of- 
fered up for the general fafety and pro{perity of the 
people . On the following night it was revealed to 
the high-prieft in a dreaifl, that he fhould adorn the 
city with garlands and flowers, open the gates, and 
let the people, who fhould be drefled in white, go 
out to meet Alexander, himfclf and the other priefts 
preceding in their proper habits. When Jaddtis 
awoke, he was fg highly pleafed with what had been 
revealed to him in his dream, that having in the 
morning told the citizens what had pafled, he 
proceeded to make the neceflary preparations for 
meeting the king. 

As foon as Jaddus heard of the approach of ^ a u * M 
Alexander, he, with the priefts and people, left the to meer 
city, in a folemn proceffion, and went to a place Alcxaaufir - 
called Sapha, that is, the place of profpeff, from its 
being fo elevated as to command an uninterrupted 
view of the city and temple. 

The army of Alexander made no doubt of a fpeedy 
conqueft,andflatteredthemfelveswith«apinggi-eat 
advantages by plundering the city. But in this they 
foon found themfelvesmiftaken,things taking a very 
different turn from what they expected . i^s foon as 
Alexander fa w thepeople marchinginproceflion, and 
cloathed in white, the priefts in fllken robes, 4 and the 
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crcd with gold, 
on his forehead a 
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His dream 
ac Dion in 
Macedonia. 



the high-prieft in ptirplc, cmbroid 
wearing \\U mitre, and having on 
golden plate, with the facrcd name of the Dicty 
infcribcd on it, the majefty of the fpe&acle (truck 
him with fuch reverential awe, that he advanced 
alone, paid homage to the infeription by falling on 
his knees, and falutcd the high-prieft himfelf. So 
unexpected a circumftance greatly furprized the 
Jews, who gathered in crowds about Alexander, 
and, with loud acclamations, proclaimed hispraife. 
The king of Syria, and the great men of Perfia, 
were likewife aftonifhed at his behaviour on this 
occaiion. One of them, named Parmenio, took the 
liberty to a(k him in a familiar way, how it happen- 
ed that he, who was adored almoft by the whole 
earth, (hould now defcend to bow to a prieft of the 
Jews ? The reply that Alexander made was this : 
<c That he did not pay that adoration ' to him, but 
c< to the God whom he profeffed to ferve. That 
u while he was at Dion, in Macedonia, and delibe- 
<c rating with himfelf in what manner he fliould 
u carry on the Afiatic war, and fubdue the Perfian 
4C empire, that veryperfon, and in that very habit , 
cc appeared to him in a dream, encouraging him to 
" enter boldly on the expedition, and not to doubt 
u of fuccefs, becaufe the Almighty would be his 
" guide, and enfurehim aconqueft: : that therefore 
" he made no doubt of gaining his point in all his 
" undertakings to his utmoft with, as he made 
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war under the direction of that Supreme Being, 
to whom, in the perfon of the high-prieft, he 
paid adoration." 
After this reply to Parmenio, the king embraced 
Jaddus ; and the other prieflrs efcorting him into the 
city, he went up to the temple, and there offered 

facrifice in form, according to order, paying alfo 
a fingular veneration to the high-prieft, who fhewed 
him when the ceremony was over, the book of the 
prophet Daniel, and, in it, the predi&ion of the 
over-throw of the Perfian empire by a certain 
Grecian king, whom Alexander interpreted to be 
himfelf. Pleafed with this refle&ion, he offered to 
grant the people any requeft they fhould defire of 
him by their high-prieft. Jaddus made anfwer, 
that they defired only to enjoy their own country 
iaws, and pofles the fame privileges as their brethren 
did in Media and Babylon, with an exemption from 
the feventh year's tribute, as, according to the 
Mofaic law, they neither ploughed or fowed at the 
ftated returns of that period. Alexander readily 
complied with their requeft, and offered moreover, 
that if any of themfliould be difpofed to take up arms 
in his fervice, they fhould be received into his army, 
and enjoy the free exercife of their religion as be- 
fore. From this aft of generolity and indulgence, 
many were ready to accompany him in his wars. 
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Having thus fettled matter? at Jcrufatrm, Alex- 
ander marched with his army from place to place 
among the neighbouring cities, at all of which he 
was received by the people with great tcilfrnonies 
of friendflnp and fubmi/Jion. 'The Samarians, Sbd* 
whofc captial at that time was Shechem, at the thcc ¥ 
foot of mount Gerizitn, and inhabited by Jewifli mad* 
defcrters, hearing how kingly Alexander had 
treated the people of Jerufalem, revolving to take 
advantage of it by veering about, and returningto 
their former profeflions. It was a common prac- 
tice with them to affcrt or deny their origin, as beft 
fuited their intereft or convenience. When at any^ 6 *** 
time they obferved the affairs of the Jews in a pro!- 
perous ftate, they boafted that they were of their 
nation, and defcendedfromManafleh and Ephraim . 
But when they thought it was their intereft t6 
affirm the contrary, they would folemnly difclaim 
all affinity to them.' Refolved, however, to pro* 
fefs themfelves Jews on the prefent occafion, in or* 
der to anfwer their intended purpofes, they went 
with great eagernefs as far as the territories of Je- 
rufalem to meet Alexander, whom they no fooner 
faw, than they expreffed their fatisfa&ion by the 
loudeft acclamations. The king commending their' ' 
zeal,thefe Samarians (Shechemites) preferred thdr 
humble fuit, that he would vouchsafe to honour 
their city and temple with his prefence. Alexander 
told them, that the fituation of affairs required his' 
fpeedy departure ; but that, on his return, he would 
not fail to comply with their defires. Upon their 
requefting that he would grant them an exemption 
from the feventh year's tribute, he alked them if 
they were Jews. They replied they were Hebrews, 
but that they were called Shechemites by the Sido- 
nians. The queftion was then put explicitly^ whether 
they were Jews or not ? Upon their reply in the ne- 
gative, they were difmifled with this anfwer : Cc The. 
" favouryouafk Ihave granted to the Jews. When 
" I return, and have better information, I fhall in- 
u dulge you in whatever may be thought reafon- 
" able." Alexander, however, took Sanballat's men 
with him into Egypt, allotting them a diftribution 
of lands to live upon there, which they had after- 
wards in Thebes, where they were put into gaiTilbn. 

After the death of Alexander, the empire was 
parted amongft his lucceffors ; but the temple on^j 
mount Gerizimremained un touched. If* at anvti 
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the Jews at Jerufalem were found guilty of the vh _ 
lation of their laws, as in eating forbidden meats, """" 
breaking the fabbath, or^any other crime of the like state 
nature, they took fan&uary with the Shechemites, mJ£ 
upon pretence that they were unjuftly accufed. 8*J* 
About this time Jaddufc, the high-prieft, died, and 
was lucceeded in the pontifical dignity by his fon 

Onias. Such was the then ftate of Jerufalem. 
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s Jerufalem by furprize, and tranfplants 
\e Jews to divers colonies in Egypt* Per- 
ofity between the Jem and Samarians. 

HEN Alexander king of Macedon, had 
put an end to the dominion of the Per- 
fians,andfettled the affairsof the Jewsia 
the manneralreadyd efcribed,he depar- 
ted this life, and his empire was divided into diftmd 
principalities. On this divifion, Antiochus took the 
iovereignty of Afia, Seleucus that of Babylon and 
the bordering contries, Lyfimachus governed the 
Hellefpont, Caflander reigned over Macedon, and 
Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus, fucceededhis father in 
the government of Egypt. Thefe refpe&ive princes, 
not fatisfied with their different allotments, conti- 
nued at war with each other for fome years, in the 
courfe of which great numbers of lives were facri T 
fieeel and many capital cities utterly deftroyed. The 
whole track of Syria was abundantly f enable of the 
ravaging effedls of this difcontent,under the govern-' 
ment of Ptolemy, otherwifecalledSoter, or Saviour; 
though never was character more reverfe to fiich 
denomination. 

Having a defign upon Jerufalem, he took the ad- 
vantage of ftorming it upon a fabbath-day, under 
colour of devotion, as if he would offer facrifice, and 
rtrcache- then treacheroufly poiTefied himfelf of the city with- 
r * out any oppofition, or the le aft apprehenfion of dan- 
ger ; for it being a day of reft, >he Jews would not 
aft on the defenlive, which facilitated a conqueft he 
applied to the moft tyrannical and barbarous pur- 
pofes. Agatharchides, of Cuidus,who recorded the 
afts of the fuccefTors of Alexander, reproaches us 
with fuperftition, as if through it we had loft our 
liberty and our country. His words are thefe : 
faony u * There are a people known by the name of Jews, 
gathar- who have their habitation in a ftrong and populous 

J cit yi called Jerufalem. Thefe men fell into the 0 _ , ._ 

hands of Ptolemy, and fubje&ed themfelves to a Jews, in Egypt, to the number of an hundred and 
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arms agamft any ppprcflbr in their own defence 
upon what they call their fabbath-day." This is 
what Agatharchides relates of our nation. 

Ptolemy carried away a great many captives out of 
the mountainous parts of Judea, fromabout Jerufa- 
lem, Samaria, and the mount Gerizim, whom he 
tranfported into Egypt, and fettled there. Ashe 
knew that the people of Jerufalem were moft faith- 
ful in the obftrvation of oaths and covenants, (and 
this from the anfwer they made to Alexander, when 
he fent an embafly to them, after he had vanquifhed 
Darius in battle) hedifpofedof themin ftrong holds, 
garrifons,and places of truft,upon their oath of fide- 
lity to him and his fuccefTors, granting them alfb Ptolemy 
immunities and privileges in common with the Ma- JoSTto 
cedonians ; fo that, tempted by Ptolemy's liberality , thejewn 
on the one hand, and the pleafures and convenience 
of a fruitful country, on the other, there came over 
great numbers of JewsintoEgypt from other parts. 

But the Jews and Samarians could never be recon- 
ciled upon the fubjedl of their ancient laws and con- 
ftitutions ; the one infilling that the temple at Jcra-^^jjJ 0 * 
falem was the only holy place, and the Jews, on that rhe Jem 
account, not being allowed to fend their facrifices jf a ^ am?- 
any where elfe ; while the Samarians as perempto- 
rily and confidentially affirmed the fame with refpe A % 
to their temple at Gerizim. And this was the caufc 
of much bloodflied. 



CHAP. II. 

Ptolemy P hiladelphus ^ fon of Ptolemy Soter, fucceeds to 
the kingdom of Egypt ^ and caufes the Jewijh laws to be 
tranflated into Greek. Liberates many captives^ and 
pre fent s many gifts for the ufe of the temple. 

ON the death of Ptolemy Soter, or the Saviour, TtoUmy 
Philadelphus,hisfon, fuccceded of courfe to the phiindei. 
kingdom of Egypt. He reigned thirty-nine years, gjjjj kig 
and gave orders for tranflating the Mofaic laws into of Egypt, 
the Greek tongue. There were, at that time, captive 



u r 1 "^ ^ avei 7> upon a fantaftical fcruple of con- 
fcience, that would not fufFer them to take up j 



twenty thoufand, 'whom this Philadelphus com- 
manded to be fet at liberty, upon the following 
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occafion : Demetrius Phalcrm, having the king's 
Fh^niT Horary under hi* care and cuftody, front a natural 
iiburiJf»fo curiomy, determined, if poffiblc, to procure a col- 
thekmg. J c &j on 0 f a li t ] lc books extant, and that upon any 

terms- Thiabeinffhispeculiarpropenfity, he bought 
up all the choice uooks he could hear of, and which 
he thought might he worthy a place in the king's 
Jflrudy ana good opinion. Upon the king's enquiry how 
many thoufand volumeshe thought he had collc&ed, 
he replied, about two hundred thoufand ; but that he 
hoped, inafliort time, to make them five hundred 
thoufand, as he had certain information, that there 
was an incredible number of choice manufcripts 
among the JewSjConcerning their laws, culh>ms,and 
ceremonies, that were deferving not only of perufal, 
but the honour of a place in the royal library j but 
being written in their own language and characters, 
it would be a matter ofgreat difficulty and trouble to 
tranflate them into Greek. He obferved that though 
there might feem to be fomerefemblance and affinity 
between the language and writing of the one and the 
other, yet there were feveral niceties peculiar to 
each other : not that he introduced this remark to 

■ 

difcourage the tranflating them out of the Hebrew, 
and tlepofing them in the royal library, as long 
as money could be found to defray the expence. 

The king highly commended the purpofe of De- 
metrius concerning fuch a colle iftion, and wrote to 
frolemyar the high-prieft of the Jews, to aflift him in providing 
^hfsiu* thofe copies. There was, amongft the attendants of 
j ra y™ the king, one Ariftaras, a man whofe modetty and 
procure a t0 candour recommended him to the confidence of his 
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mailer. This Ariftreus long and heartily defired to 
obtain the liberty of the Jews, and embracing this 

occafion as the mod convenient opportunity of ap- 
plying to the king on that fubjedt, went firft to So- 

iibius, Tafantinius, and Audraasas, three captains of 
the guards, to found their inclinations ; and finding 
them well affected towards his defign, heintreated 
their concurrence in fo humane an office. Upon this 
affurance, hemodellly addreffed himfelf to the king, 
in words to the following effeft : 



MM. JL |/t J. til ail XJ Vk 

" mility, to fubmit my thoughts to your royal plea- 
c< fure, refpe&ing the laws of the Jews, you will per- 
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Mirers of c< If I may prefume, with all deference and hu- 

Anitaus to 
Ptolemy, 
in behalf of 

the jews, cc ftl j t me to obferve, that I cannot fee how it can be 

cc done, while fomany of that nation are in bondage 
" under your government, from whom you expect 
" to derive fo necefiary an a (Tift an ce. I prefume it 
u is an act worthy of your magnificence to deliver 
Ci thofe unhappy people from their prefent ftate of 
<c miferyi asl apprehend thefameDivine Being, un- 
cc der whom you rule, is the author of their laws. 
<c We and they worfhip one and the fame Creator, 
CQ and adore the fame Almighty Power, though we 
cc differ in name and title. Permit me, therefore, 
cc to intreat that, from a reverence to that Divine 
cc being whom they love and worfhip with azeal and 
* c affection beyond all other mortals, you will be 
<c pleafed to reftore thefe wretched exiles to their 
ci own country, that they may end their days in 
M their own place. I interpofe not, Sire, in their 
<4 behalf, from a principle of partiality, but from a 
cc confeioufhefs that the fame God is the Creator of 
" us all, and that fuch an act of clemency mult be 
" acceptable to the Father of all Mercies. 

The king, highly pleafed with the liberality of this 
addrefs, aiked Ariltasus how many thoufands he 
thought there were who would crave this indul- 
gence ? Anfwer being made, about an hundred and 
twenty, and enforced, by obferving, that it would 
be an action worthy of fo great a monarch, to (hew 
The king'* mercy to miferable captives, as an acknowledg- 
er- h * bS " ment of the power he had derived from above, the 

king gave orders, that an hundred and twenty 
drachmas fliould be paid to the foldicrs for every 
Jew they had in cuftody, on the next pay day^ over 
and above their ufual ftipend. He alfo promifed to 
grant the requeft of Ariftceus in every particular 
point, and to ratify the whole by a public decree, 
comprehending not only thofe who had been led 
away captive by his father and his army, but thofe 
alfo that, either before or fince that time, had been 
taken into captivity. When it was reprefented to 



him, that their redemption would be fcttencfed I with 
an cxpcncc amounting to at leafl: four hundred ta- 
lents, he folcmnly declared it fliould be done, as will 
appear from the following decree, which is prefcrved 
as an inltance of the jgaguamiuity of this illuftrious 
monarch. 




f' 



6C It is our royal will and plca/ure that all the Jews 



whatever,- who have been made captive by any of p . 
my father's forces upon their inourfions into Syria 
and Phoenicia, -and. thofe brojight away,* or fofyj^** 
into any part of my dominions, and all thofe like- 
wife, that, either before or fince that tirac^ havt' 
been fold and enflaved,> be all fet free Upon the 
payment of one hundredafcd twenty drachmas for 
every flave; the foldiers to receive this redemp- 
tion-money, together with their pay, out of the 
treafury. I cannot lupppfe that my father either 
intended or approved of the forcing away fo many 
thoufands into captivity, or the ravaging of their 
country by the foldiery, for the mere fake of plun- 
der , contrary to the great law of equity . Out of 
regard, therefore, to juftice, and in commilera- 
tiori of thofewho fufferunderoppreflion,I do here- 
by exprefsly. charge and command, that all the 
Jews, who are at this time in fervitude, be immedi- 
ately difmiffed upon the payment of th e lum afore- 
faid to their refpecftive mafters, in obedience to our 
own mandate, without fraud or collufion. It is 
alfo our royal will and pleafure, that this our pro- 
clamation be made public for three daysfuccef- 
fively after the receipt of it; and, in the mean time, 
that the aforefaid mafters bring in a lift of their 
flaves to fuch officers, and in fuch manner as fliall 
be prefcribed, and all this upon peril of confifca- 
tion, if any man fliall be found to aft contrary to 
the tenour of this our decree." 

Upon a revifal of this decree, it appeared to the 
king, that the provifion for the liberty of the Jews, 
who were taken either before or after the time lpeci- 
fied, was not exprefled in fuch explicit terms, but it 
might be evaded ; fo that, from a motive of genero-fowp, 

fity, he fuperadded claufes of indulgence. Nay,^ 
fuch was his liberality, that he gave orders to the 
collectors of his tribute, and the officers of his trea- 
lury, to have the money ready for the ranfom of the 
Jews ; by which means, in the courfe of only feven 
days, the bufinefs was difpatched at the king's 
charge, amounting to four hundred and lixty ta- 
lents ; the mafters infifting on the fame rate for the,, . 
difcharge of children they had for the adult j though 
the king's edi& extended no farther than to thofe ' 
who were brought away prifoners, without compre- 
hending fuch as were born there. 

Having thus far conduced the bufinefs, wi th a mu- 
nificence that did him the higheft honour, the king 
commanded Demetrius Phalerus to publifli his pur-*) 
pofe concerning the tranfeript of the Jewifli records v* 
in due form and order ; fo that a copy of the petition 
of Demetrius was regiftered, as alio of the letters 
written upon that occafion,together with an account . 
of the donations and donors towards the work ; fo 
that from hence might appear both the excellency of 
the defign and the execution. The petition was 
couched in terms to the following purport. 
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Demetrius to the great King. 
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" Since it is your royal will and command, that IrbS? 
fliould contribute my utmoft endeavours tofupply^ 
what yet may be wanting towards the perfedion^J 
of your library, and to find out what curious and 
ufeful books and copies may have hitherto efcaped 
my fearch, this is humbly to inform you, that,arter 
much ftudy and recollection, I do not find any 
thing fo conducive to that laudable purpofe as the 
book of the Jewifli legiflation ; but being written 
in Hebrew characters, and in an Hebrew idiom, 
it will be difficult for us to underftand them. 
Befides, our prefent yerfion is not fo correct as it 
fliould be, through want of royal patronage. It 
will, therefore, I prefume, be ncccilary to have 
them accurately tranflated, as a body from then* 
Divine original, of the wifeft and m oft perfed 
laws that are extant. For this caufc it is, tliatf 
according to Hccata:us, of Abdera, we fiwt in 
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u none of the poets orhiflorians make anymcntion 
« of thofe laws, or the adminiftrators of them, the 
jtfrujrkfof" origin and inftitution of them being; facrcd, and 
*^«r**- u ,lWt to l )C JP r °phaned by unhallowed lips. 
S'laVi*. u You will, therefore, Sire, if you judge it meet, 

" be pleafed to write to the high-prieft of the Jews, 
* c to fend you out of every tribe fix elders, whom 
" he fhall choofe as men bed (killed in the know- 
« ledge of their conftitution ; fo that, by their af- 
** fiftance in the interpofition and expofition of 
tc their writings, we may be able to produce fome- 
" thing worthy of your royal approbation." 

Upon thismotion of Demetrius, the king gave di- 
pnoi r e<ftions for letters tobe written to Eleazar, the high- 

written to . ^ _i»»t ~ 



*7< 




or»fco: 



J^Sh" Thefe letters were accompanied with a prefent of 
Bonificwt g£ t y ta i cn t s of gold, together with precious ftoncs of 

immenfe value, to be fubmitted to the difpofal of 
lapidaries, and converted, with the addition of an 
hundred talents, to the ufe of facrifices, and other 
facred.fervices of the temple. I cannot pafs over, 
in filence, the magnificence of the whole proceed- 
ing ; but (hall previouQy prefent the reader with a 
copy of the letter, written to Eleazar, prefixing an 
account of the manner by which he attained to 

that dignity. 

Upon the demifc of Onias, the high-prieft, his fon, 
Simeon, fucceeded to that office. He was a man of 



iar piety towards Ood, and exemplary 
towards mankind, infomuch that he ( 



This excellent man did not long hold the pontifical 
dignity ; and leaving, at his death, an infant fon, he 
was of courfe fucceeded by his brother Eleazar, to 
whom Ptolemy wrote the following letter. 

u King Ptolemy to Eleazar, the high-prieft, fendeth 



greeting. 



ive 



itstpiftic " Whereas there were great numbers of Jews in 
fj^- " m y dominions, that were brought hither capti 
w°£r, " by the Perfians, while they. were in power j and 
t fe£ 8h " " whereas thefe were honoured by my father, in re- 

44 pofing confidence in them, vefting them with 
4C places under his government, and particularly ap- 
" pointing them to garrifbns, as a check upon the 
" Egyptians, witli extraordinary peniions for their 
" fervices ; be it known unto you, that as from the 
time of my fucceffion to the throne, I have ever 
" retained an affection for your people, I have lately 
u manifefted the fame, in fetting at liberty above 
" one hundred thoufand of them, and paying the 
charge of their ranfom out of my own coffers. 
" Some of them I have employed in a military, and 
u others in a civil capacity, according to their re- 
4C fpeftive character and abilities, deeming it a fer- 



IC vice acceptable to that Supreme Being to whom I 
4< owe both my exiftence and my crown. From a 
u dcfire oflhewingmy regard for the Jews through- 
44 out the habitable earth, I have propofed to pro- 
<c cure a tranflation of your laws into the Greek, to 
a be depofited in my library. In order to accocn- 
" plifh this defign, you will do well to fclecft out of 
" your fcveral tribes fix elders from each tribe, 
" well (killed in the laws, and fend them to affift in 
44 this tranflation, as I think, if it is well executed, 
<c it will redound to my immortal honour. The 
44 perfons I depute to treat with you on this affair, 
<c arc Andrasas, an officer of my body guards, and 
44 Ariftaeus, my moft faithful counsellor. I have 
<c charged them with a prefent of an hundred ta- 
44 lents of filver, as firft fruits dedicated to the 
" facred fervices of the temple. Your anfwer to 
" this epiftle will be highly acceptable." 

Eleazar complied with the king's requeft, and 
wrote him in return to the following effedt. 



Eleazar, the high-prieft, to king Ptolemy, 



if*er. 



greeting 



4C If you, your queen Arfinoe* and your illuftrious 
" family are well, it is highly grateful to the Jews. 

We acknowledge the receipt of your moft gracious 
** ]etter,which wasreadin full affembly,and afforded 
(i lufinitejoyand fatisf action, not only as an inftance 

of your clemency towards a diftrefled people, 



u but your piety and reverence for th? worfliip of the 
u great God. Wc have received, by the hands of An- 
" drrcas and Arillnsus, (pcrfbnshighly worthy of cC- 
44 teem and honour), twenty golden cups, thirty of 
44 filver, five goblets, and a table, to be dedicated to 
" the fervicc of the altar-, together with an hundred 
<c talents towards the charge of facrifices, and other 
" ceremonies of the temple. We have reprefented 
cc thefe circumftanccs to our brethren in the moft 
" affectionate terms of refpeA and gratitude ; and 
" we are all fo fcnfiblc of the obligations you have 
u been pleafed to lay upon us, that you may depend 
u on our moft implicit obedience to your com- 
" mands, as a due acknowledgment of your graci- 
44 ouscondefcenfion. Purfuant to a juftfcnfc of our 
44 duty, we have recommended to God, in our pub- 
44 lie prayers, the protection of your royal perfon, 
44 fitter, and children, together with all thatarenear 
44 and dear to you, wifhing peace andprofperity to 
4C yourfelfand people ;andbefeechingthe Almighty 
44 that the work you have now in hand of compiling 
44 a collection of our laws, may be of as much fatis- 
4c fa&ion and advantage to you as your heart can 
44 dcfire. To promote this delirable end, I have 
4c fent you fix elders out of every tribe, with the 
4C law, to attend your pleafure ; relying on your 
44 piety and jufticc for their remittance to us after 
46 the tranfeription, andrecpmracndingyou to the 
44 providential care of the Almighty." $emt 

Such was the anfwer of Eleazar, the high-prieft, tw^dlcrs 
to king Ptolemy's letter ; upon which occafion the \^{^ v p / cc 
names of the feventy-two elders were fubjoined ; but kc. * w,f 
it is deemed unncceffary to enumerate them. But 
the magnificence and curiolity of the donations for 
the fervicc of the temple cannot be omitted without 
doing great injufticc to the king's piety and bounty, 
coniidering with what liberality he promoted the 
work, the encouragement and countenance he gave 
to the profecutiou of it, and the great attention he 
paid to thofe who were employed in it. In thefe 
particulars, therefore, I am bound in duty to be 
more minute ; not as a branch of the hiftory, but 
a memorial of the king's magnanimity, that will 
ftand upon record to his eternal honour. To be<ri 
with a defcription of the table. 

With refpe A to the dimenfions, the king fent ar ti- uefcriptioa 
ficers tomeafure the former table at Jerusalem, and 5enui§c U 
fee whether the place would not contain a larger. 
They informed him he might make it as large as he 
pleafed, upon which he propofed at firft to have it 
made five times as large as the other. But reflecting 



gm 



that fo great a bulk would render it unwcildy for 
daily ufe, and have the appearance of oftcntation ra- 
ther than fervice, he came to a refolution, that it 
fhouldnot exceed the former table in fize, but in the 
elegance and variety of its materials. The king had 
a competent knowledge of human nature, and the 
reafon ofthings,and great prcfence of mind, deviling 
expedients, and forming inventions ; fo that he com- 
monly planned his own defigns, andprefcribed to the 
workmen the rules of proportion. With refpe<fl to 
this table in particular, he gave orders that it fliould 
be two cubits and an half in length, and one and an 
half in height, all of folid gold ; and round about it 
a border of an hand's breadth, fetout on three fides 
with curious carving of flower work, and other a- 
greeable figures, which being triangular, every an- 
gle had the fame difpolition of fculptures, and the 
fame form prefenteditfelf when turned about with- 
out any variation. This table, in fine, was curioufly 
wrought all over, but cfpecially that part which was 
moft in view,\vith vtn intermixture of precious ftoncs, 
looped together by golden bucklcs,at equal diftancea 
from each other. The outfide of it was fet with 
other rich ftoncs of an oval cut, andemboficd work 
of twigs and branches furrounding it .There were 
alfo various forts of fruit wrought together under 
the figure of a crown, as bunches of grapes, cars of 
corn,all in their proper and natural petitions and cx- 
prefTedby flones fet in gold, bearing the native co- 
Jour of what they reprefented. Under this crown 
was another row of ovals,which,for the matter, the 
order, and ornament, was fo like the former, and fb 
exa<5tly uniform from top to bottom, that one part 
could not be diftinguilhed from another. There was 

drawn alfo uponthis latter, the refemblanoe of a 
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drawrt alfo tfpoti this latter* the refcmblance of a 
meander, the courfc of which was marked with 
(tones of liiftrc that fparklcd like ftar$j as rubies, 
emeralds, and whatever elfe was mo ft precious and 
excellent in the kind* Along this meander were 
divers pieces of fculpture in boughs and knots, that, 
in fonie degree, refembled the figure of a lozenge j 
and they were fd enibcllifhcd by a regular difpolition 
of cry ftal and amber for the advantage of the view, 
that it exhibited all together one of the moft finifhed 
fpedtaclesthat can be imagined. The cornices of the 
feet refembled thefirft budding of lilies, the ftcm up- 
right, with the leaves and tendrils winding under 
the table. The bafis was an hand's breadth over, 
garnifhed with rubies ; and a border round about it, 
two hands diftant betwixt the feet that refted upon 
it. The graving work of thefe feet was incompara- 
ble, being the fancy of a foliage of the vine and the 
ivy, finifhed fo exqrtifitely to the life, that it was dif- 
ficult to diftingtfilh the artificial from the natural ; 
for, upon the ieaft breath of air, the leaves would 
move and play, as if they had been the produce of 
nature. This table confiftcd of three parts, put to- 
gether with fuch ftile, that there were no joints to 
be difcerned ; and the thicknefs of it was half a cubit. 
This great prince, by the magnificence of his pre- 
fent, the value of the materials, and the exquifite 
curiofity of the whole work, demonftrated that 
though it was abated in fize and proportion from the 

firfi defign, it was abundantly fupplied by a moft 
munificent expence in ornament and art. 
There was alio a large pair of golden cups, wrought 

cHpif Uen half way up the bowls in form of a fcollop, and in- 
laid with all forts of precious ftones, ranged into the 
refemblancc of a meander of a cubit over, with ele- 
gant figures of twigs, branching out in a kind of 
net-work up to* the brim, and garnifhed with jewels 
alio. The borders were fet out with an intermixture 
of lilies, flowers, vines, grapes, and the like around 
the lips of the veflel. This was. the form of thefe 
goblets, which contained each between three and 
four gallons. The filver pieces were fo radiant, that 
they exceeded in brightnefs the cleared: cryftal. 

B elides thefe, the king furnifhed thirty golden vef- 
fels more, richly decorated with preciousftones, and 

The king overfhadowed, in the parts which were not filled up* 

to thaler * w *^' w "*c and ivy leaves in curious fculpttire. Nor 
ot epcr * was t ] lc excellence of thefe curious pieces to be 

wholly afcribed to the defign and execution of the 
artificer, who took a commendable pride in contri- 
buting to the perfection of the work, making it his 
bulinefs to fuperintend the mailers themfelves in 
their feveral performances, which rendered them 

had the defign at 
have been. 
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more intent, as they faw the kin 
heart, than they otherwife woul 

Upon the delivery of thefe donations', and the de- 
dication of them to the ufe and fervice of the holy 
temple at Jerufalem, Eleazar treated the king's com- 
miflioncrs with all due honours, and difmiffed them 
with prefents and good wifhes to their mafter. When 
thekingreceivedintelligence of their arrival at Alex- 
andria, and that they had brought the elders with 
them, he fent for his two ambafladors, Andrnsas and 
Ariftceus, from whom he received Eleazar's letter, 
and derivedparticularfatisfacftion as to many impor- 
tant queftions. His mind was fo intent upon an imme- 
diate conference with the elders of the tribes,thatno 
perfon had accefs to him even on the moft urgent af- 
fairs ; though,contrary to his cuftomof givingprivate 
audience once in five days, and public once a month. 

Having' thus fecuredhimfelf from the importunity 
of thefe cafual interruptions, he only waited the ar- 
rival of Eleazar's deputies, who attended him foon 
after with prefents from the high-prieft, and with 
certain manufcripts of the Jewifnlaws, written up- 
on parchment in letters of gold. Upon the king's 
afking for the books, they were produced, to his 
great admiration at their exquifite workmanflup ; 
fpea be- for the leaves were put together with fuch art, that 
^"^^ there wasnodifcerning where onelkin was joined to 
iheeWert. another. The king expreffed his regard for the 

perfons who brought him that curiofity, a greater 
for the perfon who fent it him, but the greateft of 
all for the author of thofe laws that were now 
brought him. The deputies, and their attendants, 
gave him, with one heart and voice, in their joint 

pi*ayers and acclamations, fuch linking inftances 
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of theirzeal for his fervice, that he culd not refrain 
from teat*;; of joy at the fincerity of their relpcft. 

The writings were then put into the hands of th& 
officers, who were to take them in charge ; and thfe 
king embracing the deputies, told them he would 
firlt confer with them on the bulinefs they came 
upon, and then take their perfons into his peculiar 
care ; as he looked upon the day of their arrival fo 
remarkably aufpicious, that he determined to havd 
it obferved during his life, as an annual feftival in 
commemoration of fo great a bleffing. It happen- 
ed, indeed, to be upon the very day of his naval 
vidtory over Autigonus. 

The care of entertaining and providing for ft^aii-0 Ofoti : 
gers was properly the province of Nicanor, who ap-^fct 
pointed Dorotheus under him in this^ as in other 
cafes, to fee that nothing might be wanting. For 
his own honour, and the accommodation of thfe forlt^ 
ftrangers, the king commanded that they fhould be tcr P rc * 
ferved after the manner of their country ; and fuch 
inftrudlions were given, with refpeet to the* elders, 1 
that they might notbe difgufted with novelty. The 
condudlofthisbufinefs was committed toDorotheus,* 
as a perfon verfed in the cuftomsof the . Jews. There 
were placed two feats, one oh the king's right-hand; 
the other onhisleft,by his own order, for the accom- 
modation of the deputies. When the guefts were 
feated in due form, the king commanded Dorotheus 
to ferve them in the fame manner as he had done 
theircountrymen upon a former occafion ; fo that the 
Egyptian priefts and officers, who at ten dedthe king's 
table, were alldifmifled ; and one of their own depu- 
ties and prieft. named Elila, was called up'or. by the 
king to give thanks. After the folemnily of a bene* 
diiTtion, and fervent prayer for the profperity of the 
king and his people, to the infinire fatisfaction of 
all prefent, the company chearfully partook of the 
entertainment, during which the king took occafiou 
to ftart feveral philosophical queftions, in order to 
found the abilities of the deputies. Their anfwers 
were fo pertinent, that the king was highly de- 
lighted with their converfation, infomuch that the 
feftival continued for the fpace of twelve days. 
Thofe who may be defirous of knowing the parti- 
cular points thai were difcuffed, are referred to & 

book written by Ariftseus upon the very otcafion* 

The converfation of the deputies had a great 
effeftnot only upon the king, but Menedemus, the* 
philofopher, who was brought over to acknow-W^ 
ledge an over-ruling Providence, and gave up the faidm 
controverfy on that fubjedl in their favour. Tfce^J^ 
king, in token of a due fenfe of the edification he rw* 
had derived from their learned difquifitions, and 1 *** 
particularly refpe&ingthe art of government, or- 
dered them a gratuity of three talents each, after 
which they were conduced to their apartments. 

At the expiration of three days, Demetrius efcor- - 
ted them over a caufe way of feveral furlongs, and ^ 
abridge of communication betwixt the ifland andce^ 
the continent. From thence he proceeded to thc^ 
northward, and fettled themin a rnanfion by the fea ajtaj 
fide, quietly and commodioufly fituated for fttuly 
and: contemplation. Having thus dilpofedthemiftfc 
manner molt convenient for the promotion of th* 
undertaking, he requefted their immediate attenti- 
on to it, wiflied themfuccefs, andtookhis departure* 

They profecuted their ftudies with unremitting 
affiduity, from earlieft morn till the ninth hour of 
the day, which was a time of relaxation, when they 
were (ervedby Dorotheus, at the king's order, with 
the choiceft delicacies fromhis own table, over and 
above their ordinary allowance. They came to 
court every morning, and faluted the king, and 
thence betook themfelves to their bulinefs, having 
firft wafhed their hands with fea-water. 

The verfion of the law was finifhed within the 
compafsof feventv-two days,whenDorotheuscaU£d ^ 
all the Jews together into the place where it was^d 
tranflated, and, in the presence of the interpreters, 
read over the laws, the whole afiembly unanimously 
approvingthetranflation,and applaud in gDemetriuSj^, 

forpropofing aworkoffuch ellential benefit to the 
community. He defired alfo that it niinhtbe read^ 
by the eminent men of the nation ; 
high-prieft,theelders,andmagiftratesofthepe^pki 
propounded, that, fince the tranflation was fo harp- 
pily executed, it* authority might be ratified,and the 
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text remain unalterable forever. They were unani- 
mous with reCpcSt to the propofal, hut came to this 
refolution, that the work be fubjedt to a further ex- 
amination and revifc, and that if any fupcrflrity or 
oiniflion fliould be difcovered, upon mature delibera- 
te WfcJanl tion,itfhould belaid before them and corrected j and 
wkwri j t was judged expedient that itfhould fo ftand valid 

forever. 

The king was charmed with having gained his 
point, and lucceeded in anundertakingioconducive 
to the public intereft. When it was read to him, he 
was tranfported with wonder at the wifdomof the 
law-giver, and exprefled his aftonifhmenttoDemer 
trius, that neither of the poets or hiftorians fliould. 
make mention of fo incomparable a fyftem. Denier 
trius replied, that their origin being fo manife.ftly 
divine, and the fubjeft of them fo venerable, Jione 
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but Mutianus, who was then governor of the pro- 
vince of 8yria, would not admit of it. 
-In the reign of Vcfpalian, arid* his fon Titus, the 
people of Alexandriacontendcctfor the di&ftan.chife-' 
rpent of the Jews ; but fuch were the "homnktf and* 
juftiee of the. Romans, and-efpecially 'of 'thofe two Extreme 
magnanimous princes, that they could npt obtain k« o£\"^fi- 
They certainly, did not want pretence for 'i-evenfi-e^*!^^ 5 
upon a people who had io reiolutcly oppofed them towatOs^ 
throughout thecourfe of a trbublcfome war; but ;thcJcws# 
they ft ill held thcirrighls and privelegcs to be faeredy 
and therefore nobly rcfufed to gratify either their 

own. paffions, or yield , to the importunity, of two 
great nations, in fuffering a vindictive a<3of injjiftiqe,. 
In their generous breafts the rccolleftion* of 'their ' 
ancient merit preponderated the fenfc of their late 
iriifdemeanours; Nor could they be influenced by 



had been hardy enough to attempt a defcription, j interefted views to violate their honour ; dbferving, 
efpecially when x-efle<5tion brought to mind the heavy 
judgiiientsinflhfted on feveral people for their teme- 
rity in prophaning them. He cited the cafe of 



taJgmen: Thebpompus, who, as aplagiarift, having publifhed 
i^idedon texts of holy writ, affirming himfelf to have been the. 
m^ m " author, was ftruck withlunacy for the fpace of thirty 
korian. days j but that, in the interval of his phrenzy, being. 

confeious of his guilt, and imploring the Divine 
pardon, he Was, upon repentance and amendment, 
reftoi'ed to his right mind, though not without a 
revelation in his lleep, that it was his audacity in 
Mb on confounding : facr.ed things with prophane, that 
ThioMcs brought the lunacy upon him. Thus it was alfo 
tbtra-ic ^. th /rheode<ft^s^ the, tragic poet, who having, in a 

certain dramatic : reprefentation, introduced ibme 
paffages of facred fcripture, was ftruck blind ; but, 
upon confeflion and repentance of his crime, reftored 
again to his fight... : _ . ; , % » , ; .. ... , 
The kins', upon the receipt of the books from 



Demetrius, paid adoration to the Divine Author, and 
gave ftridl command for preferring them fafe and 
entire, defiring the interpreters to vifit him as fre- 
quently as the}' could make it convenient, afliiring 
them it woul,d be his hijrheft plealfiirei upon all occa-' 
fions, to promote their honour and intereft. He 
obferved, that their prefent difriiiflionwasihdifpeh- 
fable: but that if ever hereafter, they fliould be dif- 
pofed to return, they fliould meet with luch recep- 
tion ais was due to the characters of wife and good 
men, and becoming the dignity of an optilent and 
powerful prince. He thenbeftowed on each of them 
three rich fuits of raiment, two talents of gold, the 
value of one talen t in cups, and couches to fit and 
cat upon. He alfo fent by th'em, as prefents to 
^^Eleazar, the higli-prieft, ten beds with filver feet, 

and futts of furniture properly adapted j a chalice 
Jjjl^of thirty talents, ten purple robe's, a ci*pwn of inefti- 

mablc value, and an hundred pieces of fine linen ; 



befides cups and goblets of divers forts, and two I with Ptolemy Philopates, and 



golden veflels exprefsly dedicated to the fervice of 
the temple* In a letter to the high-prieft he defired 
him if any of the deputies fhoulope difj)ofed to pay 
him a viht, he would give them "perraiflion, as he 
highly efteemed the converfation of learned men, 
and took a pleafure in rewarding literary merit. 
Thus, to his immortal honour, did Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus, king of Egypt, towards the Jews. 

CHAP. III. 

The khgs of Jfia favourable to the Jews. Jntiochus the 
Great particularly ' e/poufes their intereft and honour. 



that thofe who had taken up. arms againft the Ror 
mans, had fullered fufficiently by the calamities of. 
war without any other forfeiture ; audthat topuniflii 
thofe who had not offended, would be equally re-- 
pugnant to juftiee and common (enfe. 
, .It is ^Ifo evident, from the teftimony of hiftory^ 
that Marcus Agrjppa was favourably difpofed to- 
wardsihe Jews : for when the Ionians,frpm a, prih- -^g T ^ r af a . 
cipal of animpfity . againft thofe people, befought^ oursihu 
Agrippa that they, and they only , might have, thofe. JcwJ * 
privileges of citizens, which Antiochus, the graud- 
fbnof Seluecus, whom the Grecians furnamed " tc the 
God," had befto wed upon theni, and requefte^ thqtt 
if the Jews were to be joint partakers with them in 

the fame privile^;es,they might be obliged tow orfl'up Nicola™, 
thefame eodsas theyH'orflnppedjthefelonians.when of BwwC 
the queition was,brought to trial, .could not obtain frsrhcir 
their fuit, xior prevail againft the Jews, wliofe caufe ^'^' Ith 
was ably defended by Nicolaus, ofDamafcus, who 

caufed judgment to be given in favour of the right 
they claimed to the free exerciie aud enjoyment of 
their own laws and cuftoms. Agrippa pronounced 
definitively,thathe.couldi)Otagreetoanymnovation 
in that point. Thofe who would wi(h to have full 
information refpe&ing this matter, may read the 
whole ftory at large, in the iagd and i^4th books of 
thebiftory of this Nicolaus, Indeed, the determina- 
tion of Agrippa does not appear fo much a matter of 
wonder, as at that time our nation was not at war Encom,i lin 
withtlie Romans j. while the candour and generofity onftechu! 
of Vefpafian and Titus are aftpniCbing beyond ^x- ^^jjf^ 
predion ; nor can the?rnamesbempntion^dbut with cm C pe?o^ a 
infinite honour, a.^ men who, amidft the outrages of ^^JJ 
a fierce and bloody war, could not be tranfportedbe- 
y ohd the bounds of humanity and moderation . 

Under the reign of Antiochus the Great, A(ia, Ju- 
dasa, and Cgelo-Syria, were perpetually harrafied: The jew* 

for Antiochus at that time being in aftual hoftility ^dnrU^s 

his fon Ptolemy Epi-«hc w.ir «>f 

- * Antiochus. 



PmlT* HP^^ Jews were held in great honour and efteem 
l ^Jcwsb°x t ' lc P rinces °^ Afia, both for their fidelity 

lam/ anc ' m mart ^ a l operations^ infomuch that Se- 
or * leucus Nicanor gave them the privileges of freemen 
in all the cities he built throughout Afia and the 
Lower Syria ; nay in the metropolis of Antiochitfelf, 
declaring it his royal will and pleafure, that they 
fliould enjoy the fame rights and immunities with the 
. Greeks and Macedonians, of which they are pofleffed 
to this very day. Forinftance, the Jews being intcr- 
difted the ufeof foreign oil, the officers, who had the 
hiperintendanceof that commodity, were obliged by 
government, to allow thenjfo much money in lieu of 
n# ,1" the courfe of the following war the people of 

Antioch infifted on the abrogation of that cultom ; 
No. i6. 



phanes, whoever were conquerors, the Jewsbetwixt 
the profperous and adverfe fortune of Antiochus, 
were fure to be fufferers, like afliip in a ftorm expo fed 
to the fury of the billows on either fide. Antiochus, 
however, prevailed in the end, and tookpofleffion of 
Judaea. 

In procefs of time, after the death of Philopates, 
his fon fent a formidable army intoCoelo-Syria,under 
the command of Scopas,his general, who took feve- 
ral of their cities, ajnd reduced Judaea by force ; but 
Antiochus, in a fliort time, obtained a fignal victory 
over Scopas at the head of the river Jordan, and re- 
covered the places in Ccelo-Syrla and Samaria of 
which the enemy had taken pofleffion. The Jews, d*vJ£" * 
upon this fuccefs, delivered themfelves up, received „ he £ f ^ s 
the army into their city (Jerufalera) provided plenti- tiochu*?" 
fully for the elephants, and valiantly affifted in the 
attack of the caftle, where Scopas had left a body of 
men in garrifon. Antiochus, deemingit reafonable to 
gratify the Jews with fome honourable token of the 
fenfe he retained of their good will and fervicesupon 
this occafion, wrote to the generals of his army and 
leading men, giving teftimony of their meritorious 
conduct, and informing them of the rewards he in- 
tended tobeftowonthem. Copies of the epiftlcs will Tcftimonv 
follow what wefliall produce concerning the tefti- fclu!" 
mony of Polybius, of Magalopolis, in the fixtcenth rwn. 
book of his hiftory , where he thus wi'ites : u Scopas, 
" thegencralofPtolemy'sarmy,madcancxj»ec!ition 
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11 in the winter fea fon, into the heart of the country, 
u and fubducd the nation of the Jew**" He writes 
in the fame book, that; u When Scopas wasconqucr- 
44 edby Antioehus, the viftor took poifeffion or Ba- 
thamaca, Samaria, Gadcla, Gadara, and Abila; 
" after which the Jews of Jerufalcm, and of the glo- 
rious temple there, went over to htm«" He adds, 
" That he Ihould fay more on the fubjed:, but that 
cC he refcrved it for another opportunity/' Having 
thus cited the teftimony of Polybius, we return to 
the epiflle of Antioehus* 

ci King Antioehus to Ptolemy, greeting : 

" Whereas we have received fe veral demonftrations 
: F <c of the good difpofition of the Jews towards us and 
f\nti#chus u our fervice, from the time of our firlt coming in- 
•bc Great " t0 their country, in the refpeft of their elders and 

:o Ptolemy »n . • • «_ * • • - , t 

n favour of magiltrates in attcncling.us on the way, and the 

ilia Jews. 
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fplendid reception of our perfon and army into the 
city, as well as making fuch ample provilion both 
for our horfes and elephants j thefe good offices 
duly confidered, we hold ourfelves bound in duty 
to acknowledge,by*beftowing on them fome marks 
of our favour and efteem, contributing towards 
the reparation of their deniolifhed city, and recall- 
ing their captive countrymen to their former habi- 
4C tations. In order to effeeft thefe neceflary purpofes, 
44 we have, in the firlt place, affigned twenty thou- 
44 fand pieces of lilver towards the charge of their fa- 
44 crilices, wine, oil, andfrankincenfe ; and for fine 
44 flour, according to the cuftom of the place, one 
44 thoufand four hundred & fixty meafurcs of wheat, 
44 and three hundred and feventy-five meafiires of 
44 fait. Aud it is our will and pleafure that all this 
44 be executed and made good according to order. 
44 It is our further will and pleafure, that whatever 
44 may be wanting towards the repairs of the temple, 
44 porch, or galleries, be fupplied either from Judaea, 
44 Libanus,or elfe where, without any tax or duty. 
44 And we do likewife grant the fame immunity for 
44 all other materials that fliall be applied to the ufe 
44 of the holy temple, with permiffion moreover of an 
44 univerfal liberty to live and govern themfelves ac- 
44 cording to their own cuftomsandlaws. And we do 
4C hereby refpe&ivcly difcharge their elders, priefts, 
44 fcribes, and finging-men, of poll-taxes, royal du- 
4C tics, and all other tributes whatfoever. And as 
46 a further encouragement to the fpeedy repeopling 
44 of this city, we do, by oar royal authority, grant 
44 unto all the prefer. t inhabitants of the fame, and 
44 to fuch others as fliall come over to take up their 
44 relidence there, at any time betwixt this and the 



month Hyperberetceus next enfuing, an exemp- 
u tiori. from all public impolitions, for the (pace of 
cc three years to come ; and like wife from that time 
* c forward, an abatement of all taxes, in confidera- 
cC txon of their part of damages and fufferings. And 
44 finally, whereas great numbers of thefe people 
44 have been carried away captives, and remain to 
tc this day in bondage, we do further command that 
u they be forthwith fet at liberty, with reftitution of 
44 what hath been taken from them." 

This genfcrous declaration in favour of the people 
was followed by an edict in honour of the temple, 
which he caufed to be publiflied throughout his domi- 
nions. Itwas to this purport : "It fliall not be lawful 

itiochus 44 for any foreigner to enter the temple but with con- 
honour 



:crce of 



bcr of the Jewsinto Phrygia, and gave him hisin- 
Arultious in a letter to this e fleet ; 

44 The king Antioehus to Zcuxcs his friend and 
44 general, greeting : 

44 Whereas I am given to undcrfland that fedfcioug 
" practices prcvailin Fliyrgia and Lydia, and it be- thrift 
44 hoves me therefore to be upon my guard : I am §£ w< * 
44 now toacquaintyoutljatlamadvil'ed by my coun-gen"^ 
44 cil to take two thoufand Jcwifli families out of 
44 Babylon and Mefopotamia, and totranfport theni » 
44 into Phyrgia with their goods,* and whatever pro- 
44 perty they may poflefs,. and there to place them m 
44 ltrong holds and garriforis, being thoroughly fa-. 
44 tislied of their zeal and allegiance, not only from, 
44 the principles of theirreligion, but proofs of tK#ir 
44 fidelity to my anceftors. Wherefore it is my will 
44 and pleafure, nbtvvithftanding all the difficulties 
44 with which it may be attended, that they be forth- 
44 with trarifplanted, giving them all aflfurances that 
44 they fliall enjoy the liberty of their own laws and* 
44 cuftoms. Upon their arrival there, you are to af* 
44 lign them lands' and pofleflions, with all forts of 
u conveniences for building, planting and tillage, 
4 4 with an exemption from all taxes and contributions 
44 out of the profits for ten years to come. In the 
44 mean time, till they may be able to fupport them- 
44 felvesout of the fruits of their own induftry, you 
44 are to allow them a competent provifion of wheat 
t4 for the maintenance of themfelves and theirfami- 



lies ; by which kind treatment they will be encou- 
** raged to act more chearfully in our fervice. You 
44 are finally to take care that they be not expofed to 
c 4 any fort of moleft ation or trouble . And fo we bid' 
44 you farewell/' 



Thefe teftimonials.are produced to flic w the efteeirt, 
and friendftiip Antioehus the Great bore to the Jews, 
as well as commemorate anions noble in their nature 
and confequently moft worthy of imitation. 

Soon after this tranfa<5lion, a league of friendlhip 
and alliance was entered into between this king arid 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, king of Egypt, upon a marriage 
with his daughter Cleopatra, who had yielded lip to A f 
him by way of dowry, Coelo-Syria, Phoenicia, Ju-E 



daea, and Samaria. The re venue was in partition b'e-^ 1 ^ 
tween the two kings, and farmed out to fome of tlie wftoioj. 
principal men in the' relpedtive provinces, who fii- 
perintended the collections, and paid their propor- 
tions into the king's, treafury according to contra<Siv 
At this juncture the Samarians were in a flourifhing 
ftate and condition, and greatly harralfed the Jews, 
by vexations incurfions,carryingmany of them a way edtyd* 
captives ; and thefe ravages were chiefly committed Sanur ^ 

during the time of the high-prieft Onias : for after 
the death of Eleazar, his uncle Manafles fucceeded ; 
and after his death Onias, the fon of Simon the Juft, 
which Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as before 
obferved. This Onias was poor in foul, weak in in- 
tellects, and covetous in dilpolition j fo that by re-^^ 
fufing to pay the cuftomary tribute which his ancef- Mf* 
tors had done, he incenfed Ptolemy Euergetes, thc^tt 
father of Philopates, to luch a degree, that he fent Wfc* 
ambafladors exprefsly to Jerufalem, with a menace ^^ex 
to demand the payment, upon peril of having an 
army quarteredupon their country at difcretion,and 
a new plantation of foldiers fettled there, if they did 



cue 
1 tcin 



M?i U fent oi?the J evvs ' and without being purified and not immediately comply. The Jews were greatly 
* " ' ' - 1 * - * • .... ^ M alarmed at the purport of this embally ; but Onias 

was fo fordidly avaritious, that with him no menaces 



pie. u qualified beforehand for his admittance. No man 
" fliall prefume to bring into the city either the flelh 
u of horfes, mules, or alTes, or of panthers, foxes, 

hares, or any creatures that the Jews are forbidden 
<c to eat. Nor fliall their fluns be brought, nor one 
<c of thefe animals be bred in the city. Let them 
u only ufe fuch as their forefathers, according to 
* : Divine appointment, applied tothepurpofe of fa- 
" crifices. He that tranfgrefles any of thefe orders 
" fliall be fined, for every luch offence three thou- 
u fand drachmas, to be paid by the offender to the 
4< priefts for their ufe and benefit." 

The king took another occafion of bearing tefti- 
mony to our piety and allegiance. Upon the break- 
ing out of a commotion in Phrygia and Lydia, 
Zeuxes, the commander in chief of his forces, being 
at the head of an army in the upland provinces, he 
commanded him to fend away from Babylon a num- 



could have any effedt. 

CHAP. IV. 

Jofep/iy the nephew of Onias, the high-priefi^ intercedes for 
his uncle with king Ptolemy y and advances himfelf and 
family. His death. 



« 

THERE was at this time one Jofeph, a man who 
had acquired great reputation among the people 
of Jerufalem for his prudence and juftice. He was 
the fon of Tobias, by the filler of Onias, thehigh- 
priefh Being informed by his mother, while he was 
at Phicola, the place of his birth, of the menacing 
mcflage delivered by the ambaflador, he haftened to 
Jerufalem, and reprovecf Onias for not attending to 
the fafcty and welfare of his countrymen, as well as 
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cooling tlic nation to 'imminent danger, by refuting 
) v (,fi ct- to pay the tribute-money recording to the culfcomof 
SffcOnS* prrdcccflbrs* He reminded him that, for that 
torr/uhout vcr y important purpofc, he had received theautho- 

rity he held, and been appointed high-f>ricft. But 
that if his heart was fo clogged by avarice, that he 
would facrifice his country and friends, rather than 
refund apart of what was committed to his truft, he 
advifed him to make a dutiful application to the 
kin and endeavour to per fuadc him to remit either 
the^whole or a part of the fum demanded. Onias 
replied that he wasnot fo much attached tohis office, 
confidered either in a civil or facerdotai capacity, 
but that he would refign both, if he might be per- 
mitted, rather than apply to the king upon fo difa- 
greeable a concern, which he therefore defired to 
wave, as wholly averfe to his inclination. 

Jofeph then alked him if he would permit him to 
jo-o upon the commiflion, as an ambalfador, in behalf 
of the nation ? Having obtained his hearty concur- 
cnViy to . rence Tofeph went up to the temple- and calling; the 

multitude together,exhortedthemnottobealarmed 
by terrifying apprehenfions from the remifTnefs of 

Ins uncle Onias, as he would attend the king in their 
name, and exert his utmoft endeavours to effeA a 
reconciliation of the point in difpnte. The whole 
multitude gave hiiti thanks for the propdfal, dtid left 
the bulinefs entirely to his direction. Upon this he 
•went to the king's commiflioner, and having enter- 
tained him fplendidly for feveral days ? atid rhade him 
valuable prefents, difmifled him tohistiiafter, with 
an aflurance that he would fpeedily follow him. He 
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had fecn on hl» way to Alexandria} chdcavittired to 
undervalue litem, offering no more Until eight thou- 
fancl talents for all the duties bf Cbrltt-Syrfa; Pliol- }' n 
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nicia, Jiulcn, and Samaria. Jofeph c c)i fu re d t h c c bn~ » 
traitors, for offering a competition fo inferior to thb 
real value of the revenues, ahd propttfeU do'tiblingit 
himfelf, over and above the forfeitures winch thefe 
publicans had referved for themfelves. The king 
was fo highly pleaTed with this prbpofa] foi* the im- 
provement of his revenue, that he aiketl Jofeph ivhat 
fecurity he could give? Jofeph told Jiilii hi&JVcbri- 

ties were undoubted. The king ordered him to 
name them ; and Upon his an fwcriiig that he doubted 

not but his majelfcy arid the tpteeri would be mutual- Jofcp*^ 
ly bound for his juftite and honour, the king, from ^m«-ge. 
the high opinion he entertained of him* itrimfcdi- i«.uufthc 

ately appointed him receiver-general of all thofe mttms9m 
provinces j a tircutriftarice width greatly mbrtified 
thofe whofe intentions lVere to have jiurchafed thb 
farming of the revenue at an under-vaiue. 

Jofephj on his appointment to this high-dflitei 
de'iired a guard of twathdutinid foldierfc to fuppdrt 
him in cblle&hig the duty* in safe df tippoiition ; ahd 
thereupon having borrowed five hundred talents 

of the king's friends itt Alexandria, he froceedfed to- 
wards Syria to execute his office. On his arrival at 
a place called Afkaloh, and demdndirig the king's p on iihM 
tribute, the people not only refufed payrtiem, but in- * xfkSor 
fuhed him in the moft outrageous maiirier j upon fn$x4jor 
which he puttitfied twenty of the ringleaders* by r ^j"£ c 

bringingthem tdejcem^liiryjnftice,raiftffl a thoufaud ra>mcnc * 

talents out of their forfeited eftates^and fent the trctf- 



became more and more anxious for this expedition, 1! fure td the king with an aecouh t of his proceedings. 



ot only from the invitation and engagement of the 
king's commiflioner, but thepromifehe had given to 
ule his influence with his matter, by which he made 
no doubt that the young adventurer would gailri his 
point* Indeed he was fo captivated with the grace of 
Jofeph's perfon, the elegance of his deportment, and 
the gravity of his manners* that, upon his return to 
Egypt, he repfefented the fordid temper of Onias, 
m and the agreeable difpofition of Jdfeph* iriftieh terms 
to his matter as greatly prepdflfefTed both him andhts 
^^qiieen in favour of the latter before they fa W him. 
to* f^our. Jofeph fent to his friends for money for his equipage, 

.which, in clothes, horfes, carriages, plate* and other 
neceflaries, amounted to twenty thoufand drachmas, 
SSrh. and, beingproperly equipped, ietoutfor Alexandria. 
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He happened in his way to fall in company ivith a 
train of the rulers and principal men df the cities of 
Syria and Phoenicia, who were' goln^ to the kirigfo 
treat with him concerning the farming of the reve- 
nue, according to annual €tfftoiHi Thefe grandees 
treated Jofeph \Vith a jocular feverity, afld made 
him and his retinue the fubjefts of their derilion-: 
neverthelefs he profecuted hi^ journey. 

Finding, upon bis arrival ait Alexandria* thatkin 
Ptolemy was at Memphis, he inftnediatel^ fet out 
for that place* in the way to which, he had thegood 
fortune to meet the king, the queen, awd Athenion, 
his particular confidanty on their return t& AlexaU- 
dria. This Athenian was the perfbfl \Vho was de- 
puted with the embafTy to Jerufalenfv, and there fo 
honourably treated by Jofeph. He therefore rio 
fooner faw him, than he gave fltfef king to tmder- 
ffand that he was the young mart irt whofe cbrittiiett- 
dation he had fpoken fo highly on Ms return? from 
Jemfalem. Ptolemy then FalUtedham, took hrm itt- 
to his carriage, and mentioned how ill he had been 
treated by Onias the high-prieft. Jofeph refpe<afitlly 
anfwered, " Sire, an old man is a fecond time a 
" child: impute nothing to Onias but what his age 
u will excufe. As for us, who have youth, and the 
" power of our faculties, we will give proof of our 
" loyalattachment." Theking was fb- plea-fed with 
this candid as well as dutiful reply, that, induced 
thereby to conceive the higheft opinion of the ability 
Kcphi s and difcretion of the fpeaker, he gave orders, on 
S^Hheir ar rival at Alexandria, that he Ihould be lodged 

fe£n?rc m t * x * palace, and entertained every day at his own 
Wcxanina ta ble. This lingular token of relpecft excited the 

envy of the Syrians, when they obferved the honours 
that were paid to Jofeph at Alexandria. 

The day of auction being now arrived, when the 
feveral branches of the revenue were to be put up, 

the Syrian and Phoenician noblemen, whom Jofeph 
No. i<5, 



Ptdlemy was fq fatisfkd with the difcretion of hi* 
conduft, that be left the whole billthefs to him ; and 

this recent example of feverity upon the people of 

Alkalon, had fttch an effect on the reft of the Syrians, 

that they fct open their gates in all places to Jofeph, 
and paid their taxes withdtlt fcrtfple; 

The inhabitant* of Scy thtfpolis followed the prece- 
dent of thofe of Afkaloftj in an Obitiftate refufal bf Tjiepc ^ pIe 
their cuftotdary inipofts/ arid in contempt of the of scycho- 
king's officers and authority ; fo that Jofeph was un- J^GSTc 
der a neceflity of dealing with the ringleaders there fame man- 
as he had done With the fbrmerupon the fame occa- f 0 c r r ^ 

liott,- confifcating their eftates, and applying the for- 
feiture to the king's ufe and the fupport of govern- 
rnenti He fent viable prefents to the king, qneen 
and their principal adherents, by which means he 
eonciliated Many powerful friends. 

In this fitnatioii did Jofeph continue for the fpace 
6§ twenty-tvVo'ye^rs, arid became the father of leven 
fbns by one vfife ; atfd he had one other fon, whofe 
name WasHyrcantts, by the daughter of his brother 
Sotytoius^y v^hom- be took to wife on the following 

occafkm r 

TfravelKttgto Ale^awdria with his brother, accom- 
panied by his daughter whabeing marriageable, he 
toekthithery in order to give her in wedlock to fome 
Jew of cjnafKt^. As he was at fupper with the king, 
he becafnte paffionately enamoured with a beautiful j 0 fe P iifaHs 
maid that danced there for the entertainment of the |»|^ c 
royal gilefts. He made his brother the only confi- beautiful 
dant of the fecret, defiririg him, as Ke could not, by woman ac 
the Je^ifelaw, marry a ftranger, to be fubfervient to 
h&delire of obtaining a private interview with the 
obje&of his affeftion. His* brother fecmed cordially 
t6 accede to the propofaland arraying his daughter 
itffuitable attire, conveyed her to Joleph'sbed, Jo- 
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feph, being difdrdered by the fumes of the regale, ^ n cs r P r ^ 
I paffed the firft : night with his brother's daughter, binhof 
without difcovering the error. This abufe was pi*ac- "y 1 ^ 8 - 
fifed? on him repeatedly till Jofeph, becomingmore 
arid more ena*aotfred of Ms fair,' though unknown, 
partner, complained of his brothel 4 of his hard fate, 
in being prohibited, by the law and religion of Ins 




lawfully marry the obje<a of his affe<aion • He then 
difcovered to him the whole affair, telling him, that, 
inftead of the admired dancer, he had conveyed his 
owhdaughter to his bed, thinking it lefs criminal to 
fuftain an indignity in the perfon of his daughter, 
than fuffer his" brother t : o be guilty of fo heinous 

and diflionotirable an oiFerice, as that of j 

O a 
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himfelf to a ft range woman, in violation of one of 
the moll facrcd laws* The great furprizc of tins 
difcovcry, and tlic lingular initance of the regard 
Solymius had {hewn for the prcfervation of his rcli- 
gion aiH bosnur, had fo prevailing an effect on the 
mind of Joicph, that he immediately married his 
daughter, and of her was born Hyrcanus, as before 
obferved. 

This Hyrcanus, at the age of thirteen years, gave 
fitch proofs of fuperior genius, as well as fuperior 
ityrz.vMi<u virtue, that he became, as is too natural, the envy of 

l!t°c"rVv liic a W brethren, from gainingan afcendancy over the 
Hkovcts minds of all to whom lie had an opportunity of dif- 

covering his amiable qualifications. Jofeph, in order 
to make an experiment of the ability and difpofition 
of his feveral tons, fent them to fuch matters as had 
acquired the greateft reputation for inftructing of 
youth ; but the fe ven elder,through dullnefs or floth, 
returned without making thelealt proficiency inufe- 
ful or ornamental knowledge. He fent out laft his 
youngeltfon, Hyrcanus, upon a feven day's journey 
into the defer t, with 30 3 yoke of oxen, bidding him- 
plowandfowthere,havingfirft privately taken away 
the lines that fliould join the yoke and plough to- 
gether. When Hyrcanus came to the place, and 
wanted the neceflary tackle, he was advifed by the 
hufbandmen to fend home to his father for it j but 
being averfe to lofinghis time, he projected a plan 
worthy of the mod experienced age. He caufed ten 
yoke of the oxen to be flain , and dividing the carcafes 
Hyrcanus among the 3 hulbandmen and fervants, cut their hides 
tiiivire* .1 into thongs, made the necelfary tackle of the fame, 
SpciYciu! ploughed and fowed thelandaccording to his father's 

appointment, and then returned home. His father 
was highly pleafed with this initance of his fagacity, 
and (hewed him fuch peculiar tokens of affection 
and favour, as excited the envy and hatred of his 
brethren. 

About this time Jofeph received intelligence that 
Ptolemy's queen Cleopatra, was delivered of a fon, 
to the j oy of the fubjects in general, 
occaliou it might be required of liim amongft other 
great officers of ftate, to congratulate the kino; and 
queen, he determined, as a journey from Jerulalem 
to Alexandria, would be too fatiguing to him in his 
advanced years, to fend one of his fons in his ftead. 
To try how they itoodaffected to this expedition, he 
called them togci her, and feverally alked them which 
would chuie to engage in thebulinefs? The eldeft 
pofitively refilled ; another apologized, by faying, 

Hyrc.n.is ^ e was totally unacquainted with the cuftoms and 
i.;,u.:;uci ceremonies of a court ; infhort, the reft declined the 

undertaking, on fomc pretence or other, till at length 
inv iinihe it wasrcfolved, as well, with the approbation of Jo- 

;!!iV l in liia feph, as the reft of his fons, that Hyrcanus fliould 
*; his father {y C fent, who. though the youngeft, was, from his 

fuperior and diftinguiihed abilities, the beft qualified 
for fuch a negotiation. 

This matter being adjufted, Jofeph afked his fon, 
what he thought would be fufEcient to defray the 
expences of hh embafly, and purchafe the neceflary 
prefents for the king and queen. Hyrcanus toldhim 
ten talents ; and recommended that inftead of fend- 
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ing the prefents from Judrca, they fliould be pur- 
chafed at Alexandria, for which purpofe he might 
write to his agent there, to furnifh him with what 
was requilitc • Jofeph complied with his fons requeft, 
and gave him letters of credit upon Arion, the 
perfon in Alexandria to whom he remitted the mo- 
ney collected in Syria, to be depofited in the royal 
treafury, which, at that time, did not amount to lefs 
than three thoufand talents. 

As foon as he arrived at Alexandria,Hyrcanus went 
to Arion, produced hisletters of credit, and demand- 
ed, inftead often, a thoufand talents. Surprized at 
fo great a demand, Arion refufed compliance, fay- 
ing, u What ! do you want to wafte it in luxury ? 
" Your father's fortune was made byinduftry, and 
u you would do well to follow his example. I will 
il give you only ten talents, and thofe I will fee ex- 
66 pended in the prefents you arc to make." 

This abrupt reply highly offended Hyrcanus, who, 
for fomc time expoftulatcd with him ; but finding 
him continue abfolute in not complying with his de- 
mand, he, by his fuperiority of power, in confequencc 

o£ his father's authority, had him committed to 



prifon. The wife of Arion, who was on //ood terms 
with the queen, informed her of the treatment her 
hufband had received from Hyrcauus, and the queen 0n to«* 
related the particulars of the whole totliekiiig; InfcS^pf 
confequencc of this, the king fent him a meflhge, 1 cxs inj P^ 
prcfling his aftonifliment at his conduct, and ordering 
him immediately to attend, and clear himfelf of the 
charge alledgcdagainfthim. Hyrcanus defired the 
meflengerto inform his mailer, that as, by the Jcwifh 
law, no man was permitted to eat of the flefh of any 
thing that was facrificed that had not been firft in the 
temple, and offered facrifice himfelf, fo, in his cafe, 
he dare not prefurrie to wait upon the king, till he 
had firft prefented the oblations, with which his fa- 
ther had entrufted him,' m tcftimony of his gratitude y^. 
and duty ; and that, with regard to punifhing a. re- ;«<m 0 f 
fractory fervant,- 1 
ill example of an 

king himfelf ; and where authority was defpifed, the 
precedent might be dangerous. 

When the king received this anfwer, inftead of be- 
ing offended with Hyrcanus, he highly applauded 



he thought himfelf juftified, as the j^SL 
inferior might at length effect the 
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him for the dignity of his fentiments ; and Arion, He 
finding he had no reafpn to expect favour or protec- fojjt^ 
tion from the king, compounded for his liberty by of &w. 
paying him the thoufand talents he had demanded. 
Three days after Hyrcanus went to court to pay his 
refpe$:.s to the king and queen, where he had the ho- 
nour, from the Angular regard they retained for his 
father, to be admitted to the royal table. Asfdon 
as Hyrcanus had received the money of Arion, he 
contracted privately with certain merchants for an 
hundred of the moft comely boys, and the like num- 
ber of be autiffil girls^at the price of a talent ahead. ] 
Beinginvited after this to a magnificent entertain- 
ment given by the king, together with other perfbns 
of the firft rank, the officers who had the conduct of 
the ceremony, and the arrangement of the guefts, 
affigned Hy rcanus,on account of his youth, the lo weft 
placeat the table. That part of the company which 
fat next him looking upon him with contempt, re-&«*d 
folved to fhew their difrefpect by laying their bones 
before him and fetting on Try phon, the king's jefter, Pi 
to taunt him withridicule. This the jefter attempted ■ 
to d o; by deliring the king,with an impertinent fheer 
to notice the circumftance, faying, at the fame time, 
that as the fon had fcraped the bones before him, fo 
had the father picked the bones of all Syria. The 
king could not but fmile at the drollery of the con^Hiipcy 
ceit, and afked Hyrcanus how he came to have fo 

u Sire, (replied he, 
looking ftedfaftly on the company) , dogs eat bones 
as well as meat ; butmenput thebonesafide." This 
facetious anfwer highly pleafed the king; and, in- 
ftead of a laugh being thrown on Hyrcanus, it fell 
on Tryphon, and the company that affected to treat 
him with contempt and mockery. . 

The next day Hyrcanus founded the fervants of 
the great men, who came on the errand of congratu- 
lation on the birth of the prince, as to the fum their 
mafters intended to prefent.Some faid twelve talents 
fome more, and others lefs ; while Hyrcanus, .from 
defign, affected to be uneafy, upon pretence that he 
could not come up to their proportion, as he could 
advance no more than five. This artful pretence of 
poverty was highly pleafing to the fervants, who 
failed not to tell their mafters of it ; fo that thofe gran- 
dees exulted in the thought how contemptible the 
youth would appear in the king's eye by the fjpallnefs 
of hi&prefent. But they were fqon miftaken ; for,on 
the day appointedforthe ceremonyof theiroblations, 
the largeft gift was t wen ty talen ts, except that made 
by Hyrcanus, who prefented the hundred boys to 
theking,and the hundred girlsto the queen, and with 
each of them a talent for another prefent over and 
above. This was fo unexpected andexcelfive anip-fice^. 
nificence, that it ftruck the king and company witJi^U 
aftonifhmcnt ; but Hyrcanus gavemany,exclu{iveof tfeecig 
this, to the kings minifters and officers, in order toJJ^j 
avoid the danger he apprehended from thofe who 



ought 



were fnborned to injure, nay, to deftroy him. 
Thisdiftinguifhedliberalityof Hyrcanusfowr 
on the queen, that he became the greateft favourite 
at court, and was dcflrcdto prefer his requeft, with, 
affurance of obtaining it. Of this generous offer he 
made no other ufc than to folicit the king for letters 
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of rccomuicmlation to hta father and brethren. The 

ffe i« <i:T T king took an honourable leave of him, bellowed on 
m ' ! '-^him prcfents worthy the acceptance of a prince, and. 
rfifofv ^- with commendatory letters to Ins father, brethren, 

and his own governors and officers, difmill'cd him 
with every token of rcfpe£l. 

When his brethren heard of the magnificent re- 
ception he had met with from the king and queen, 
and how much his character was aggrandized by this 
envbafiy, they entered into a combination to go out 
fhrencon- of the town, meet him on his return, and take away 

bis life, and this with the privacy of his father, who 
fie!* 5 was greatly difgufted at the enormous expence of 

his late prefents, and therefore, in reality, very little 
anxious for his prefervation : though he diflembled 
the matter through fear of the king. 

It came, however, to this ilfue, that the brothers 
met and aflaulted him on his return ; but, through a 
valiant refinance on the part of himfelf and fuite, 
they loft a confiderable number of their train : two 
of the brethren were flain on the fpot, and the reft 
efcaped to thcirfatherat Jerufalem. Hyrcanus then 
proceeded to the city ; but meeting with a very cool 
IhcmYn the reception there, and being apprehenfive of danger, 
aitwit. ft e crofted the river Jordan for his fecurity, and there 

fpentthe remainder ofhis life in collecting theking's 
duties from the barbarians. 

This was in the reign of Seleuciis, king of Afia, 
otherwife called Sotcr, or the Saracen, being the Ion 
of Aritiochus the Great: About this time died Joftph 
cathand the father of Hyrcanus ; a man of eminent piety and 
Santo magnanimity, and inflexibly attached to the intereft 
cfjofcph. Q f j^js country, which heeflentially promoted in the 

molt important concerns; He executed the office of 
receiver-general of the public impofts in Syria, Phoe- 
nicia, and Samaria, for the fpaceoftwenty-twoyears 
and acquitted himfelf with theutmdft probity. His 

uncle Onias- died about the fame time, and left the 
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priefthood to his fon Simoil, who was fucceeded by 
Onias, to whom Arias, king of Laced&mdn, fent 
an embafly dn the following terms. 

CHAP. V; 

Jrius, king ofLacedemon, cultivate? the friendjlnp of tie 



Jews. Laft memorable aft of Hyrcanus ^ who falls by his 
own hands. ' ■ 

" Arius, king of the Lacedaemonians, to Onias, 
c< high-prieft, fendeth greeting : 

S e to° f iC "\T7"HEREAS there is come to our hand an anci- 
Oniashigh" W ent manufcript, fetting forth that both the 
thtfjews. U Jews and Lacedaemonians are of one flock, as de- 



placca of entertainment, with (lately buildings, 
courts, gardens and fountains. To this place, thus 
completely huifJicd lie gave the name of Tyre. It 
h iituated upon the borders of Arabia and Judaea, 
beyond Jordan, not far from the country of th. 
Eilcbomtcs. Hyrcanus held the government of thofe 
parts for ife'ven years, that is, during the whole time 
that Seleucus reigned in Syria. L/pon his demife, 
he was fucceeded by his brother Antiochus, who 
was called Epiphany. Ptolemy who was alio called 
Epiphanes, died about the iame time, and left be- 
hind him twb Ions in their minority : the name of the 
elder was Philometor : and that of the younger 
Phyfcon. Antiochus was, at that time, a very pow er- 
ful prince, and had a molt powerful army, in lb much 
that Hyrcanus, dreaduvg hisYcngcailce for his in- 
roads- upon the Arabians, laid violent hands upon' 
himfelf, and Antiochufc took pofleilion of his goods 
and territories. 

C H A P. VL 



F&Stibns prevail avion* \rkt Jews concerning the high-priefl- 
hood, jimivchlis ihakes an inroad into Egypt, but ts 
intimidated by the Romans. 

NIAS£ the high-prieft, dying about this time, 
Antiochus Epiphanes advanced to that office his Onthc 
brother Jefus, in the minority of his (on then living, nf-- hof 
concerning whom we ihall ipeak hereatter. M hi* jcf«i,or 
Jefus lb on after incurring the kings dilpleafure 5 he jiccwdmo 
depofedhiih from the pontificate, and transferred it *h« ? oQti - 
to Onias, the younger brother. There were three 
fbns of Simon, who all attained to the dignity of 
the high-prieithood, as we have already let forth. 
This Jefus took upon himfelf the name of J a fon, as 
did Onias that of Menelaus. 

In this fluctuating Hate of the pontificate, one FIuauat . 
brother railed a party againft the other, and the fng&raaf 
people thereupon divided . The fous of Tobias ef- ^ahSoi 
poufed the intercft of the new high-prieft, Mcnelaus ; 
but the majority of the people declared in favour of 
J af 'on, and, by luperior power, fo overcome their op- 
ponents, thatMenelaus, and his adherents, the fons 
of Tobias,withdrewtoAntioch, declaring they would among the 
be no longer bound by the laws and inltitutions of pcopie * 
their country, but profefs the religion of their king, 




and the Grecian laws and cuftoms deliring liberty, 
at the fame time, to eredfc agymnafium, or place for Apoft.icy 
public exercifes,in Jerufalem. Having obtained this j^Jf£ n j£ 
licence, they divii ed means io to change their bodily fa&ion. 
appearance, that there wasnovilible difference be- 
tween them and the Greeks. In a word, they totally 
aboiifhed the religion, laws, cuftoms, and manners, 
of their own country, and afliimed a profefflon and 



u*. u. " rived from the ftockof Abraham y it is, therefore, I predict of other nations 

" but juft and reasonable for brethren, fo nearly Jj Antiochus, finding matters in general in a profpe- 
" allied, todo all good offices tow f ards one another. 



tc Thisjthen ,is to offer you the command of any thing 
" within our power to ferve you, as we Yhall look 
" upon your concerns as our own, and that we are 
u united in one common intereft. You receive this 



rous fituation at home, was induced to try an expedi- Expedition 
tion againft Egypt, partly from an ambitious view of Sms™ 0 " 



inro 



reducing the country, and partly from a prefump- £ 8>T l - 
tion of the inability or the fous of Ptolemy to condu<St 
a war of fuch importance. Thusrefolved,he march- 



" epiftle from our trufty fubjedl and fervant Demo- 1 ed with a mighty army to Pelufium, where he cir- 



<c telles, written onaquartopage,andfealed with the 



cumvented Ptolemy Philometor by craft, and got 

J - - - J ■ to Afterfome 



u figure of an eagle holding a dragon in the claws/' footing into Egypt. He then advanced to Mem- imoatIs Jn- 
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This was the purport of the epiftle, in which the 
Lacedaemonians claimed kindred with the Jews. 

Upon the death of Jofeph, mutiny and fedition pre- 
vailed amongft the people, by means of a conteft 
betwcen'Hyrcanus and his furviving brothers about 



phis, and other places adjacent, which having redu- J° hc 
ced, he proceeded to Alexandria, with adefign at ^uhJlmf 
once of lubduingb'oth king and city. But, upon the *. r j££ 
peremptory command of the Romans, who threat- of rhe Ro- 
ened him if he continued to perfevere, with the fe- 



out 



the paternal eftate. The multitude was divided; vereft chaftifement, he defifted from his defign, re- 
but the high-prieft ^nd majority of the people* took linquifh'ed his conquefts, and took his departure 



the part of the brothers ; fo that Hyrcanus, not drink- 
ing it fafe to return to Jerufalem, kept his retreat 
beyond the Jordan, where he was harraffed by a per- 
petual war with the Arabians, many of whom he flew, 
and carried away others into captivity. 

In this retreat Hyrcanus caufed to be erefted a 
THccaftie ftrongcaftle, the walls of which were of white ftonc, 
€H >" tWnw with the figures of divers kinds of animals, of an ex- 
traordinary fize and proportion, curioufly carved on 
them. The caftle was enc.ompafl'ed by a deep ditch 
or fifh pond ; and vaults, of feverai furlongs in length, 
were cut through a mountain oppoftte to it ; but, for 
the fake of fecurity, they were only wide enough, at 
the mouth, for one man to enter at a time. Within 
the caftle were lodging*, dining-rooms, and other 

-vt . ° ** 
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from that country. I now deem it ncceflary to ex- 
patiate on the adls of this Antiochus, and fully fet 
forth the manner Of his taking Jerufalem and the 
temple, as they are fubje&s worthy of record. 

■ 

c h A p. vn. 



The city of Jerufalem taken, and the temple rifled by ^ cdh f on 
Antiochus. Cruelties infiitted on the Jews, numbers of c t* Ancio? 



The Samarians adopt the cujloms chU5 



whom apoftatize. 
and reltgton of the Greeks. 

■ 

« 

ANTIOGHUS, after his precipitate retreat from 
Egypt, through terror of the manaccs of the 
Romans, marched his army to Jerufalem, and en- 
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tcrred the city in tlte hundred and forty-third year 
from the time thatthekingdomof Syriafcll into the 
hands of Sclcucus* He made hhnfclf mailer of the 
city without ftrikingablow, thcgatesbcingfctopcn 
to him by a party he had formed m the town, where, 
Iiavingcxcrcifed the greateft cruelties, and put num- 
bers to the fword, without diftinftion of friend or 
foe, he carried away an immenfe booty to Antioch. 

This calamity happened in the fecond year after 
the taking of the city, in the hundred and forty-fifth 
year from the firft Seleucus, the twenty-fifth day of 
the month, which wecallChafleu, the Macedonians 
Appellants, and in the hundred and fifty third olym- 
piad. Such was the favage ferocity of the army of 
Antiochus, that they (pared not even thofe who 
opened the gates, and thereby paved their admiflfion 
to the temple, and, through treachery to their coun- 
try, laid open their deareftpofleflions to the moft ra- 
pacious plunderers. 

The temple, in fliort, was entirely rifled, all the 
holy veilelsand uteniils taken away, with the golden 
General P ii-candlefticks, the golden altar, and the table of fhe w- 
teu Ac thC kread; The curtains, and the embroidery of lilks, 
lnpC * finelinen,nay,thefecretplaces,where they concealed 

an immenfe mafsof treafure, were alllaidopeu and 
expofed, infbmttch, that not a relic remained of this 
prodigious ftore of wealth. To confummate the 
mifery of this wretched people, their daily facrifices 
Aceiiraub. were forbidden, the city levelled with the ground, 
rfei Sf the * ts i n babitants partly {lain, and partly led away cap- 
tives, together with their wives and children, to the 
number of ten thoufand, their walls demoliihed, 
-and their ftately edifices confumed by fire. They 
erected in the city a tower, that ' overlooked the 
* temple, into which, when they had fortified it, they 

put a garrifon of Macedonians, but not without a 

tew^moft m * xture of execrable apoftate Jews, who weremore 
/^placable inimical to the citizens than their moft inveterate 

foreign enemies. 

They ere&ed an idol altar in the temple, and facri- 
ficed fwine upon it, in palpable violation of the fa- 
cred laws and inftitutions of the Jews. Thofe who 
refufed to renounce the worJhip of the true God, and 
pay adoration to idols, were fubjedfc to the greateft 
barbarities and throughout all the cities and towns 
of Jud^a,they eredted temples and altars for the daily 
facrifice of fwine. They laid a heavy penalty on 
thofe Jews who circumcifed their children, retaining 
officers and informers, either toprofecute them for 
difobeying their injunctions, or extort from them 
obedience, by terror and threatening;. 

Awed by the dreadful apprehenuons of the moft 
horrid cruelties, the greater part of the Jews com- 
plied with the king's commands. Some there were, 
indeed, amongft them, of fuch inflexible piety and< 
virtue, that they flood firm againft the trials of the 
fevereft tortures, and even of death itfelf, rather than 
depart from the religion and laws of their country ; 
having their bodies lacerated with whips, and then 
taftance of crucified alive, with their wives, and fo many of their 

w£iea! ar " children as were circumcifed, hanging about their 

necks, according to the king'scommand. The holy 

fcriptures were deftroyed wherever they were found, 
and it was made death for any perfon even to men- 
tion them. 

When the Samarians found the Jews reduced to fo 
hesama-i mifcrable a ftate of diftrefs, they difclairaed all kin- 



tans'Y.avcr 



»& per- dred with them, extolling the temple of Gerizim as 
tfioas. the temple of G od ; fo that they wavered according 

as their inter eft led them, as before obferved. At this 
crifis they pretended to be of the race of the Medes 
and Perfians, and that they would entirely detach 
themfelves from fo wretched a people as the Jews. 
To this effeft they difpatched an addrefs to Antio- 
chus, couched in terms to the following import. 

u To king Antiochus Epiphanes, the illuftrious 
tc prince, Memorial of the Siddnians,inhabitants 
c< of Shechem. 

u That the anceftors of your memorialifts, lying 
* c under the aflii&ion of many grievous plagues in 
their own country, were partly wrought on by that 
u calamity, and partly prevailed on by the fuperfti- 
*? tion of ancient cuftom, to join in the religious ob- 
u feryance of a certain feftival which the Jews call 

the fab bath, and in the erecting of a temple upon 



femot-ial 
fthe Sa- 
larians to 
ntioclius; 



cc 



cc 



u mount Gcrizim, where facrifices Were offered ton 

Now, tfnee you have been 



44 god without a name* 
4i pleated to order this wi 
" according to their defc 



icked people to be puniflfed 
w fcrts, and to appoint oiJicers, 

" who* upon a funpolition that we are all of the 
" fame flock, are thereby induced to involve us with 
" the Jews in the fam6 crime j and whereas we derive 
" our origin from tjie Sidoniaus, as we can make ap- 
" pear by the public records, which are extant to 
this day ; it is our humble requeft, thut, out of 
your clemency and goodnefs, y ou would iffuc fuch 
" order to Apollonius, our governor, and tpNica- 
u nor, his deputy, that they may not in. future be 
u molefted, upon fufpicion. of any correfpondence 
c< or confederacy with the Jews, to whom we are as 
u much ftrangers in our manners as in our extrac-t 
" tion. And we do further pray, lhat the temple 
" that hath hitherto flood without any dedication 
ic at all, may, from this time forward, be called the 

f Jupiter of Greece, to the end that we 
in greater fecurity and freedom, as to our. 
c< own private concerns, and the advancement of 
cc 3'our fervice and revenue." 

In anfwer to this memorial of the Samarians, king 
Antiochus thus wrote 



cc 



cC King Antiochus to Nicanor. 

" Having received a memorial from the Sidoniana 
at Shechem, which we have annexed to this letter, 
" this gives you to underftand, that it appeareth 
u unto us, and to our council, upon the informa- 
" tion of the bearers hereof, that the Sidonians are 
tc in no inftance guilty of the crimes charged upon 
" them by the Jews, but, on the contrary, entirely 
govern themfelves by the cuftoms and manners of 
cc the Greeks : it is, therefore, our royal will and 
" pleafure, that they be no farther molefted con- 
" cerning this matter* With refpecft to the temple, 
c< it is our will like wife, that from this time forward, 
" it be known and diftinguifhed by the name of the 
" temple of Jupiter of Greece. We have written to 
u the fame effect alfo to our governor Apollonius. 
" Dated in the forty-fixth year, and the eleventh 
* c day of the month of Hecantombason. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The zeal and refolutionof Matthias and his fins for the rill* 
gion of their country. Dying addrejs of Matthias. 



* 



THERE dwelt at this time in Modin, a village, 
of Judaea, one Matthias, apricft, of the family 
ofjoarib, and a native of Jernfalem This Mat- 
thias was the fon of John, the fon of Simon, and 
Simon the fon of Armonaeus. Matthias had five 
fons ; Joannan, who was called Gaddis; Simon, 
who was called Thafli ; Judas, who was called Mac- ik** 
cabaeus Jonathan, who was called Apphus ; and 
Eleazar, who was called Auran. Matthias would 
frequently condole with his fons on the deplorable 
ftate of the Jewifli nation, the defolating their city, 
the pillaging andprophanation of their temple, with 
numberiefs other calamities. They would often ani- • 

mate each other with this fuggeftfon, that it would 
be more glorious to fall a facrifice to the laws and re- 
ligion of their country, than linger out a wretched THepefc 

life of the moft abjed fervility . When the king's of- 2JSJ* 
ficers arrived in the village to enforce the execution 
of their matter's commands, they began with Mat- \ 
thias as a perfon of authority, and one who might 
be a leading example to the reft. They pointed out 
to him the danger of difobedience, with the advan- 
tages and rewards that would attend compliance, 
and, upon thofe terms, warmly enjoined him, in the 
king's name, to worfhip as he was commanded. 
Thefe injunctions he not only refufed to obey, but 



moreover aflixred them, that, if every individual 
within then' matter's dominions would obev him in 



that particular command, he was determined not 
to fubmit, and it would be his conftant advice to hi* 
fons never to abandon the laws and religion of their 
country* 

Matthias had no fooncr acquainted theo/Kcerswith 
hisrefolution, but one of the Jews proceeding to fa- 
evifiee according to the manner pre (bribed. But Mat* 
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filial, and hi* Tons, were fn hiccnfcd at tlic indignity 
ii*rtM« of thi.4 olfer.ee, that, Sit a rage* they Hew not only 
£i%*»thc apottatc Jew, but the king's officer, Apcllrs, as 

lie was compelling the people to that abominable 

the idol altar ; 



worfliip. They ulfo overthrew 
Matthias exclaiming to the*, people around him, 
44 As many of you as have any regard for your re- 
ligion «r honour, follow me." Upon this the fa- 
ther and fons withdrew into the wildcrnefs, leaving 
their goods and effedts behind them. Many of the 
people, animated by fo generous an example, fled 
with their wifes and children into the fame defert, 

en the 
tion* 



Willi llieir wuca nun wiuuita uiiu ti*v> itijiiw 

where they lived fome time in caves- Whei 
kino's officers received intelligence of this defer 



they drew the forces out of the citadel of Jcrufalem, 
and marched after the Jews into the wildernefs.. 

Upon overtaking them, they firft expoftulatcd 
with them mildly, rccommendingthem to a£t with 
more moderation and compliance, and not lay the 
foldiers under the difagreeable neceffity of pro- 
M«.TicrcoJ C eeding to a military execution. But when they 
wtheSb- found that neither the harflieft menaces, or the mil- 
bath day. deft perfuafions, could prevail, they pitched on the 

fabbath day for the attack, and accordingly burnt 
and destroyed them in theircaves without any refin- 
ance : for fuch was the reverence in which the Jews 
held that facred day, and the zeal they maintained 
for the obfervance of their laws, that they cbofc ra- 
ther to pcrifiithanprophaneit. The number of men, 
women, and children, that were fuftbeated under 
ground, amounted to about a thoufand ; but great 
numbers made their efcape, and enlifted under the 
banner of Matthias. This zealous defender of the 
Sc legality religion and laws of his country pointed out to them 
lie: on the the legality and neceffity of oppofing anhoflilc at- 
fabbath- tac k on the fabbath, as well as any other day, as fuch 
ay ' mere fcruple, would end in their total dcflru&ion ; 

for their enemies, availiugthemfclvesof that fuper- 
ftition, would certainly fall upon them at a time 
when they were fure they fhouldmeet withno rcfift- 
ftance. This argument had a mod convincing effedt : 
they were all fully fatisfied of the la wfulnefs of taking 
up arms upon the fabbath in cafes of neceffity ; and 
the practice, in fuch cafes, continues to this day. 



44 as Simon poilVflcfl quick penetration and difccrn- 
" incut, I would recommend him as your counfcl. 
u Muccalwu.s, ; being .of • a warlike difpofition, 
46 jfliottkl be appointed general, as beft qualified for 
" the vindication of his' country's caufe, and the 
44 total overthrow of his enemies. - Encourage and 
"protedfc men of piety and virtue, and let thefe he 
44 the motives of your own conduit, and then fear 
44 nothing." 

C H A P. IX. 

Judas Maccabaens fuccceds hi < father Matthias in the 

command* 



w 



Matthias 



his fons* he addrefled his pravers to the A I- 
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Matthias 

maintain* 



mighty for a bleffirig on their joint endeavours to- 
wards the redemption of their countrymen, and the 
recovery of their ancicntrights and privileges. He 
departed thislife^foon after, and was interred with 
due pomp and folemnity. "When the funeral obfe- 
quics were over,- his fon Judas, called Maccabeus, 
was veftcd with the public adminiftration of affairs, 
in the- hundred and forty-fixth year after Scleucus 
the firft. He was fo well fupported by his bro- 
thers, that he- expelled the enemy from their coun- 
try, put the tranfgrefibrs of its* laws -to the fvvord, 
and purged it from all the abominable pollutions 
with which it had abounded. 

CHAP. X. 

- • 

Judas overthrows the forces of jipollonius and Seron^ and 

flays the general with his own hand. 



npHE news of this turn of affairs, in confequence i Mac. j 
JL of the valiant exertion of Judas, the fon and 
fucceflbr of Matthias, in the military command, be- 
ing made known to the Syrian court, Antiochus fent 
orders to Apollonius, his governor in Samaria, to 
raife what forces he could; and march immediately 
againft the enemy. Apollonius obeyed the king's 
orders; but his attempt, happily for the Je ws,proved 



Matthias, inprocefsof time, acquired fuch influ- jj not only fruitlefs, but deftru&ive. Judas, apprized 



Matthias 
nobly af- 
fects the 

law* anil 



tbia* to 
hi* fons. 



ence, and raifed fuch numerous and powerful adhe- 
rents, that he overthrew their idol altars^ and flew 
all apoftates, who violated the laws, wherever he 
could find them. He commanded circumcifioh, that 
£^ vs of had been forbidden, to bereftored, and put to flight 

the king's oJiicers who were appointed to fupprefs 

that ancient pra<5lice ; many of them, indeed, had 
difperfed through fear of his vindi&ive power. 

Ha vingthus nobly aflerted the laws and religion of 
his country, and removed every obftacle to the ob- 
fcryance of their rites and ceremonies, during the 
cou?fe of a full year, Matthias fell into a diftemper, 
which lie apprehending to be mortal, called for his 
fons, and addrefled them to the following purport : 
The dying " My dear fons, as my life is verging to a period, 

o?o°p"c" U ' amnow to charge you, as you tender my blef- 
L ' u fing, before I go hence, that you maintain, with 

unthaken refolution, the caufe your father has 
aflerted before you, with dauntlefs perfeverance. 
Remember my dying injun&ion, and fail not to 
execute it. Exert your uttermoft ability in the 
fupport of the rights and laws of your country, 
and the reftoration of a nation ready to fall a Sa- 
crifice to idolatry. Shun all connedtion with thofe 
who, cither through fear or intereft, have bafely 

betrayed it. Approve yourfelves worthy of fuch 
a father, and, in contempt of force and extremeft 
danger, expofe your lives, and yield them up 
with chearfulnefs, if occafiou fliould require, in 
defence of your country ; bearing in mind that 
fuch Vefignation is acceptable to God, who, as 
the reward of your pious refolution, will reftore 
to your country its former glorious privileges, 
and uncorrupted religion and laws. Our bodies, 
indeed, are mortal ;«but great and noble acfiions 
will immortalize our memory. To this glory I 
afpire ; that is, the glory w-hich, by your illuftri- 
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cc ous achievements, you will acquire in after ages. 
u Prefervc unanimity amongft yourfelves, and yield 
u to the judgement of each other in thofe points 
" wherein you re{pc<ixively excel. As for example : 



of his intentions, got his friends together, and pre- 
pared them in the beft manner he could for battle, 
encouraging them to per fevere in th e o ppofition they 
were about to make, not only for the fecurity of 
their own lives, but for the prefervation of their 
defcendalits, and, above all, for their religion and 
laws. 

Animated by this advice, the forces under Judas j£* 
marched with great expedition to meet thofe under army of 
Apollonius : the confequence of which was, that a ^esyri- 
defperate engagement enlued, m which, by the flaysthdr 
diftinffuifhed intrepidity of the Tews, the Samarian « 

o ^ Mr j .in* i <inglccom« 

army was loon routed, great numbers llain, and bat 
the reft put to flight. The brave Judas, finding 
Apollonius detached from his army, engaged him 
in Angle combat, and, by his prowefs, loon difpat- 
ched him, took away his (word in triumph, and, as 
a memento of this hgnal vii5tory, generally made 
ufe -of it in future encounters. 

The news of this defeat foon reached Seron, go- 
vernor of Coelo Syria, who, in confequence thereof, 
and the farther information he had received, that 
reinforcements were daily going over to Judas upon 
his late fuccefs, collected his forces, determined to 
come toimmediate action, holding himfelf bound in 
honour to chaftize mutineers, and bring rebels to 
obedience. To this end, with what men he could 
mufterofhis own, and the additional force of a rab- 
ble of fugitive Jews, he marched on as far as Bethritn, 
a village in Judasa, where he pitched his camp. In 
the mean time Judas made the neceflary preparati- 
ons to engage him ; but finding his foldiers rather 
difmayed, from the fuperior number of the enemy, 
he endeavoured to diflipatc their fears, by addreA 
Jfingthemin words to this eftedt : 

c 4 Fellow foldiers, depend not on yourfelves, but An j mares 
" on the arm of Omnipotence, for vitftory. Rcpofe h<< foi- 
" not confidence in man, but in the Almighty God; iLr$m 
" This truth is confirmed by the hiftory of our an- 
44 ceftors, who, with im all numbers, have routed 
44 thoufands, in defence of their religion^ l;iws^ii:4 
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41 fumiiicrt* 'jfrtttb fliall prevail, and innocence re- 
" main invincible/ 1 



army. 



Having thus fpoken, he led his men into the bat- 
tle, which they maintained with fuch courage and 
jtilai ttw resolution, thatScron, general of the Syrians, being 
fuunhii Ilain by Judas, and his army totally routed, the feat- 

tered troops betook themfclves to flight, as the only 
means of fafety . The number of the enemy that fell 
in the battle was aboiit eight hundred, and the reft 
made their efcape towards thefea-lidc. 

CHAP. XI. 

Judas defeats Lyfius and Gorgias. Proceeds to Jertifa- 
icm, purifies the temple^ and chajlifes the Philijtines. 



u fiib/bince of the greateft happinefn you ever cn- 
44 joyed, lliat is to Jay, the peaceable poflcflion of 
u your atitientlaws, rights, and difcipltnc. Now, 
44 whether you vviliratlier chufe to peri/h with in- 

44 famy,an<l involve thciniferablcremahjder ofyour 
44 countrymen in the fame ruin, or venture onegc- 

44 nerouscifort for the redemption of yourfelvcs and 
44 your friends, istlic point in qiieftion; Death is the 
" fame thing to the coward that it is to the man of 
" valour, rind as certain \o one as the other ; but 
44 there is a wide difference between them in point 
44 of honour and everlafting fame. The gallant 
" man, who falls in vindication of his religious laws 
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HEN Antiochus heard of thefe difafters, he 
wasfo enraged, that he vowed revenge on the 



prepares * " *"* * v - ~ " * » 

for an ex- Jews ; to obtain which, he raifed a powerful army 
mco julca. fromamongfthisown people, and^ with the addition 

of fome Greek mercenaries, determined to invade 
Juclrea early in the next fpring. Finding, however, 
uponmuftering his men, that his revenues fell very 
fli or t of defraying the expences of fo great an army 
(his tributes being much diminifhed by the frequent 
revolts and commotions in his own dominions) he 
thought it moft prudent for himfelf lirft to go into 
Perfia, and there endeavour to raife a fupply of mo- 
ney to aflifthim in the profecution of his defign. 
But, before he went on this expedition, he confti- 
leaves Ly-tuted Lyfias, an officer of approved fidelity, gover- 

{LcVw?hc" nor °^ a ^ t ^ le coun try betwixt Egypt and the Eu- 
wamgainft phrates, leaving him in charge of his fon Antio- 

thejews, to 
upon his 
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chus, until his return. He alfo gave him particular 



^oii^mco orders upon the reduction of Judasa, and the fale 
miu. c £ a jj t j ie ^habitants for flaves, to deftroy the city, 

and extirpate the nation. Having adjufted thefe 



c and country, dies to be perpetuated with ho- 
44 nour : the pulillanimous coward, at his exit, is 
4€ configned to infamy. Take thefe confederations 
cc into your thoughts, and make thisufe of the me- 
" ditation; You have nothing to truft to but the 
ct providence of God, and your own concurring rc- 
" folutions ; and, at the word:, while v/c contend 
44 for vidtory, we can never fail of glory." 

This fpecchhad the defired efTeA ; the people una- 
nimoufly declared they would part with the laft drop 
of their blood in defence of their religion & country. 

Judas j foon after this, receiving intelligence that 
Gorgiaswasdetachedfrom the combined army, with JWy 
five thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfc, and fome 
fugitive Jews, in order to furprize his campbynight, 
refolved to anticipate him, and countermine his plot 
by another of the like kind. In order to this, he 
called for fupper, caufed feveral fires to be left in the 
camp, and then marched at night tovyards Emmaus, 
where the enemy lay. Gorgias, in the meantime, 
finding the J ewifh " ' ^ 

that their army had fled through fear to hide them- 
fclves in the mountains., imagined he had nothing to 
dobut to go in queft of them. About day-break Juda^ 



matters, he fet out for Perfia, and paffing the Eu- reached the enemy's camp with only three thoufand 



lyfias Eu- 



phrates, advanced into the higher countries 

Lyfias, the better to execute his commiffion, took 
to his ailiftance three eminent commanders, Pto- 
fesanarm> lem}-,the fon of Dorymenes, Gorgias, andNicanor, 

whom he put at the head of 40,000 foot, and 7000 
hprfe, with orders to march forthwith into Judaea. 
They advanced as far as Emmaus (tf), and there 
encamped upon the plain, where there came over 
to them great numbers of auxiliaries from Syria, 
and other neighbouring countries, with abundance 
of fugitive Jews, and ieveral merchants with ma- 
nacles and fetters for the flaves they intended to 
purchafc, being afTured, in their minds, that the 
Jews would be totally defeated. 

Though the enemy had raifed a moft formidable 
army, Judas exhorted his men to be of good cou- 



men,andthofetooill-armed. Finding the enemy ac- 
coutred at all points, and their camp in good order, 
he told hispeople,for their encouragement, that they 
fhould not fear to attack them, even if they were en- 
tirely deftitute of weapons, fo long as they were cer- 
tain of God's favour and prote&ion, which would 
fupport them under all difficulties: with thefe words 
he ordered the charge to be founded, and his men 
rufhinginupon the enemy at the fame inftant,thre\v 
them into fuch furjmze, that, after putting to the 
fword thofe that refilled, the reft betook themfelves 
to flight, and the Jews purfned them as far as Ga- 
dara, and to the plains of Idumrea, orAzotus, and 
Jamina. The number of the flain was about three 
thoufand. 
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rage, place their hope of vidtory in the Almighty, fpoil,asthe troops of Gorgias were yet entire, which, 



and make fupplication to him, clothed in fackclath, 
according to the cuftom of Jieir country when in im- 
minent danger, imploring mercy, favour, and pro- 
teiSion. His next bufinefs was toarrangehis menac- 
cording to ancient order of battle, in regiments, 
troops, and companies, and difmifs fuch as were 
newly married, or had lately gained pofleffions, left, 
by thofe confidcrations, they fhould be intimidated 
or interrupted in the difcharge of their duty. 
When he had thus difpofed his foldiers, in order to 
animate them to perfevere in the undertaking, he 
addreffed them in a fpeech to this purport. 

An a i «■ " My fellow foldiers and companions, we fhall 
%ccch C of 44 never again have fuch an opportunity of fhewing 



when they had routed,he told them they might take 
polFeflionof the booty at leifure. While he was ut- 
tering thofe words, the troops of Gorgias, difcover- 
ing from an eminence., the dead bodies of their fel- . 
low foldiers, the havock that had been made in their 
tents, and their camp covered with fmoak, they took ^ 
it for granted that the Jews were itill embodied,and 
in condition to attack them. This occafioned fo ge- 
neral a confirmation, that they immediatelyfled, and uoo. 
difperfed themfelves in different quarters. i^Ti* v\e*l 



or 
u 



TTuthw to <t our bravery m the defence of our country, and the 

• c contempt or all dangers, as we have now before 
" us ; for, upon the iflue of to-morrow's combat, de- 
" j>ends not only our liberty, but all the comforts 
" and ad^^antagesthat attendit;and'over andabove 
<c the bleffings of fuch a freedom, our very religion 
u lies at ftake with it too, nor can we fecure the one 
tc but by preferring the other, liethink yourfelves 
" well* therefore, what it is you are to contend for, 
< c and you will find it to be no lefs than the fum and 



(a) This village lay to the weft of Jcrufalcm, and was honoured with 
Our Saviour's prefence after his re furretfioti. See Luke xxiv. ij. it 
contained many hot buths, from whence it received its name, (the word 



tory being thus gained, without a blow, Judas fuf- 
fered his men to proceed to the pillage of the field, 
where they found gold and filver,rich habits of pur- 
ple and fcarlet, and a booty of every kind in great 
abundance. With this they marched oft* tri- 
umphing, finging, and giving thanks to God', 
the blefled author of that victory, which proved 
both an earneft and a foundation of their future 
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the year following, an army of lixty thoufand foot, 3* 
and five thoufand horfc, all felccT: men, and withthis 
powerful body he entered into Judaea, by the way of 
the mountains, and encamped at a place called Betb- 
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Emmaus, which comes from the 
hot water) ; and thefe were very 
10 ufc them. 



Hcbrrw Cha ninth, figmfying hath of 
beneficial to ihofc who had occaiion 
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fura* Judas, undifmaycd by the fapcrior number of 

the enemy, advanced againft them with only ten 
thoufand men, and having; offered up a fhort and 
fervent prayer for fucccf*, lie attacked the enemy 
with ftich rcfolutioii, that, upon the firfb check, lie 
y f -giin forced their lines, and killed upwards of five thoii- 
&** tCxl land men upon the fpot. The army of Ly Has was fo ir- 
ritated at this difafter, that they told their command- 
er they were determined either to conquer or die ; 
but Lylias, confidcring this only as a mark of dc- 
fpair, inftcad of continuing the battle, founded a re- 
treat, and, with his forces, withdrew to Antioch, 
where he polled himfelf, by the help of mercenaries, 
and other additional reinforcements, to be ready for 
the fir ft opportunity of a revenge upon the Jews. 

Animated by thefe repeated fucceifes, Judas, after 
encouraging his adherents to rely on the continued 
protc&ion of the Almighty, propofed marching to 
Jerufalem, and attempting once more to ponefs 
themfclves of that ancient city, to offer up facrifices 
aiid purge the temple, fo that they might again re- 

Ja a f»to jc- # ore the worfhip of the God of Ilrael. When they 
rAfem* came. thither, and found the gates deftroyed, the 

temple abandoned, and the courts overfpread with 
weeds, they could not refrain from weeping at the 
deplorable fkuation of the place. The two great 
works he firft entered upon, were the aflaultof the 
citadel, and the purging of the temple; The former 
he committed to his officers' and foldiers, and pefer- 
ved the care of the other to himfelf. He therefore 
2m to** immediately fet people to purge it from thofe pro- 

phanations with which, for iometimedt had been de- 
filed. This being done in due form, hefuraiflied it 
with utenfils, vefTels, a candleftick, stable, and an 
altar of hicenfe, all of pure gold. He like wife made 
new doors to it, and put up veils and hangings on the 
walls. The altar, which had been prophaned by fa- 
crificesand burnt offerings to idols, was alfo demolifli- 
ed and removed, arid anew one, of unhewn ftone, ac- 
cording to the Mofaic precept, placed in its ftead . 

Upon the twenty-fifth day of the month Cafleu, 
they fet lighted tapers iri the candlefticks, offered 
incenfe upon the altar, laid the fhew-bread upon 
the table, and proceeded to theft oblations, of 
burnt offerings. It fo fell out, that. this happened 
precifely upon the fame day three years after the 
prophanation of the temple by the cruel and aban- 
doned An tiochus ; the temple having been now de- 
feated fall three years. The defolation happened in 
rh"c7efoi.v the hundred and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-fifth 

rtftmattn ^ a y of the month Apelleus, and on the hundred and 

fifty third Olympiad. It was dedicated a-new on the 
fame day, the twenty-fifth of the month Apelleus, 
. on the hundred and forty-eight year, and the hun- 
o?Danici n dred and fifty -fourth Olympiad, as the prophet Da- 
Kriiica. uiel ] nic j exprefsly foretold four hundred and eighty- 
years before this diffolution came to pafs. 

Judas continued this feftival eight days, withfa- 
crifices,rej oicirig aad feafting, while the air refound- 
edvvith thankfgiving andpraifes from the people, 
who, during the whole time,were indulged inallrea- 
fonnble gratifications. The people, in fine, were fo 
tranfported at the unexpected bleffing of finding 
themfelvesreftored to the religion, and laws of their 
fore-fathers, that an anniverfary was appointed of 
eight days folcmnity to be ftri&ly obferved by their 
pofterity ever after, which we have conftantly cele- 
brated from that time to this, under the title of the 
•fH»hw Val ^ e ^" 1 va l of Lights, in allufion to that light which Pro- 
vidence waspleafed tobeftowonthechildrenoflfrael. 

Judas, in the mean time, rebuilt the walls of the 
city , and fortified them with ftrong to wers to keep off 
an enemy, fettling a garrifon in 15cthfiira, and put- 
ting the place into a ftate and pofture of defence. 
The neiohbourino: nations were fo irritated at 
jaWpcuthe growing power and confidence of the Jews, 
^tc^ks that they fet their inftruments at work by fraud 

ana treachery to circumvent them, deitroying ma- 
Extcmishis n y °f them when they were off their guard. Judas, 
«"4»cAs. however, ufed the beft means to prevent ordifap- 

point their incurfions. He fell at this time upon 
Acrabatan, where lie flew great numbers of the 
Edomites, the pofterity of Efau, making himfelf 
mafter alfo of a ftrcatbootv. Heblockedup the.fons 
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led the defendants, and laid the forts in allien.- Hav* 
ing fubdued thefc people, he carried his victorious 
armsagainft the Ammonites, who had then a numc- 
rousarmyundcr the commandof Timotheus. Th$fe 
he alfo overcame, took the city of Jazar, carried 
away the wives and children of the inhabitants cap- 
tive, and, aftcrpillaging the city, fet it onfire, and . 
fo returned to Judaea. ■ The neighbouring nations 
no fooner heard of his return, than they availed 
themfclves of his abfencc, and gathei-ing together 
at Galaad, made an attempt on the adjacent Jews, 
who, being forced to take refuge in the fortrefs of 
Dathema, gave intimation to Judas, that Timo- 
theus had a defign to attack them, andrequefted af- 
fiftancc. While Judas was reading this intelligence, The jew* 
fcveral meflcngcrscame from Galilee with remon- Since* 
ftranccs and complaints, that the people of Ptole- of jmU*. 
mais, Tyre, and Sidon ; and other borderingriations, 
were all joined in a confederacy againft him. 

CHAP; XII. 

The exploits of Simon, ihc brother of Judas, in Galilr'e % 
Conquefi of Judas and Jonathan over the jimnwtiics. 
The Jews, with their fain Hies and effefis, tranfported 
out of Galaad into Judea* Jofeph and dzarias dif~ 
obey orders, and are defeated by Gorgias. 

JUDAS, defirous of relieving his diftrefled coun- w^r/ndi 
trymen in both places, lent his brother Simon, stoon to 
witK three thoufand chofen men, to fuccoUr the qal, * ce - 
Jews at Galilee, and, with eight thoufand more, 
marched, with his other brother, Jonathan, to Ga- 
laad, leaving the reft of the army under the com- 
mand of Jofeph and Azarias, as his lieutenants-ge- 
neral, with orders to avoid any enterprize, biitftand 
wholly on the defenfive till his return. 

Simon, on his arrival at Galilee, enp-ajred the ene- c . - 

1 \ r> it T to t i Simon utc- 

my and defeated them, giving them chace to the cccdsmhis 
very gates of Ptolemais, and killing about three ex r cJl5it> »* 

thoufand in the purfuit. His arm)' took their fpoils, 
and the Jews they had made captive, \vith their 
baggage, and returned to Jerufalem. 

At the fame time Judas, and his brother Jona- 
than, after three days march beyond Jordan, in the 
wildernefs, were amicably received by the Naba- 
thites, who gave them intelligence of the extreme 
diftrefs and danger of many of their friends and 
countrymen, who were fhut up in the towns and 
caftles of Galaad, advifingthem to haftcn, with all 
poflible expedition, by way of the defert, to their 
relief. In their way to this expedition they took the 
town of Barafa, putting to the fword luch as w ere 
able to bear arms, and burning the city to the 
ground. Though night came on, Judas profecuted 
his march to a caftle, wherein he had intelligence , 
the Jews were befieged. Upon his arrival in the 
mornings he found the enemy hard at work, with 
their machines and fcaling ladders, to force the 
place ; whereupon he diflributcd his troops into 
three divifions animated his men to behave them- 
felves refolutely for the relief of their countrymen, * 

and, upon found of trumpet, charged the enemy in 
the rear. When the army of Timotheus heard that 
Judas Maccabaeus had the command of this action, a Timctheu* 
perfori of whole valour and conduct thev had al ^ 
ready had dreadfulexperience, they took fuch a pan- Judas, 
nic at the very name, that they immediately fled. 
But Judas followed them, and flew about eight 
thoufand in the purfuit. Turning allele they took 
a town of the barbarians, called Mallam, where 
they put all the males to death, and deftroyed the 
city by fire. From thence he went and overthrew 
Calphan, Bofar, and other places in that country. 

Soon after this Timotheus raifed a formidable J^^l 
army, and, amongft their auxiliaries, had a band of war, 
Arabians. TheycrofTed the river, and encamped 
nearRaphon, where he exhorted his people to behave 
like men, and, at all events, prevent the Jews from 
crofting the river, as the whole depended upon that; 
for, by gaining the pafs, they would certainly carry 
the day. When Judas underftood that Timotheus ' 
waspreparcd,and determined to give himbattle,he ^,^Stby 
puffed the river immediately with his army, gave the jmk». 
onfet, put the enemy to the rout upon the firft 
encounter, killed thofe that rc lifted, and fpattcred 
the reft, who calling away their arms, betook 
themfclves to a precipitate flight. Sonic of them,, 
for fandtuary, fled to the temple of Carjiaim 
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hoping that the place might protect them, but Ju- II 44 tion, for the facrilcghius riding and prophaning 
das took the town by force, burnt the temple, and 
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deftroyed the inhabitants by fire and fword. 

Haying furmountcd thele difficulties, he gather- 
ed together all the Jews that were in the country 

thec« C ivc °^ ^ a * aac U w ^h their wives, children, and the fub- 
jew/toge- ftaucc that belonged to them, in order to tranfport 
ther to car- t j lem to judasa. The city of Ephron, lyine; To 

rv them to - , • * • J 1 • *{. fe . 

their own directly in his way that there was no avoiding it, 

, without going a considerable fpace about, he lent 
a friendly menage to the inhabitants for permifllon 
to pafs with his army through the town. But the 
gates being flmt, and the avenues cut off, the inhabi- 
tants, in plain terms, refufed him a paflage. Upon 
this repulfe he animated his men, and put them in 
apolition for an attack upon the town, immediately 
invefted it, and, in a day and night, made himfelf 
in after of it, laid it. in afhes, nutting all the males 
that were found in it to the i word. After pafllng 
the river Jordan, they advanced to a great plain 
near Bethfan, called, by the Greeks, Scythopolis, 
.and from thence returned to Judcea; the people re- 
joicing on their way home in hymns and triumphal 
longs, and offering facrifices of thankfgiving for 
the fafcty of the army ; as they had not lo much as 
loft one Jew in all thefe encounters. 

When Judas, and his brother Jonathan, arrived 
at Jerufalem, they received a very difagreeable 
piece of intelligence, which arofe from the mifcon- 
wRturVtodiicft of jofeph and Azarias, who were left in cora- 

arocicfc^ man( i m the abfence of Simon, that was fent into 

Galilee againft the people of Ptolemais: Hearing 
of the fuccefles of Judas in Galaad, thefe comman- 
ders, animated thereby, contrary to orders given, 
in a fit of emulation, formed an ill-prdje<Sted expe- 
dition agaiaft Jamnia ; but Gorgias, who 
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mauded in that quarter for the king of Syria, and 
who had under him a very confiderable army, at- 
tacked them fo forcibly, that their troops were 
thrown into the utjnoft diforder, two thoufand were 
flain on the fpot, and the reft purfued to the very 
borders of Judrea. This calamity was in confe- 
quence of their difobcying the order of their gene- 
ral, who had privately enjoined themnot to engage 
the enemy upon an)' terms till his returns There- 
fult proved the propriety of the inftrudtions given, 
from which if they departed, Judas, from his faga- 
city, knew they would juftly fuffer. 

The valiant brothers profecuted the war againft 
the Edomitcs with the utnioft vigour, annoying 
them in every part. They took Hebron by force, 
Judas af- clemoliihed its fortifications, laid the enemy's coun- 

aiSu L. tr y ws *ft«5» then proceeded toMarifla, and thence to 
pio-ss re- Azotus, both of which they over-ran and pillaged ; 

ruScm/ C " au ^i loaded with the honours and fpoils, of vic- 

toryi returned triumphant to Jerufalem* 

C II A P. XHL 

A>tiiochn$ Epiphancs dies in great torture of bady and 
mind i acknowledging the jufiice of his ptinijhment. 

ANTIOCHUS, in his progrefs through the upper 
parts of Perfia, hearing there was a very opu- 
lent city called Eiymais, with a moil magnificent 
temple in it dedicated to Diana, in which were de- 
ppfited divers valuable donations, and the very 
ihields and breaft-plates of Alexander the Great, 
was tempted thereby to lay fiege to it : but the in- 
habitants, regardlefe of his power or defign, made 
a noble refiftance, and fruftrated his towering ex- 
pectation : nor did they merely repel him from, the 
walls, but purfued him fo clofely on his retreat, that 
they cut off great part of the rear, and drove hirabe- 
( fore them like a fugitive for protection into Babylon. 
While he was lamenting this difappointment, ti- 
dings arrived of the defeat of his other troops, to 
whom he had committed the conduct of the war 
againft the Jews, and of the daily increafe of their 
number and power. At length one calamity follow- 
ing another, brought on him fuch infupportable an- 
guifh of mind, as was attended with a moftnaufeous 
and excruciating bodily diftenxper, till, finding his 
diffolution approaching, he called his friends around 
him, and told them the caufe and quality of it. 44 I 
4 £ am thus juftly, though fevcrcly, punifhed (faid 

44 he) for the miferies I brought on the Jewifiina- Jt 



44 of their temple* and for a iiciiious contempt of 
44 the Almighty God/' With thefe words expired 
the w icked and cruel Antiochus Epiphanes. 

I cannot, itpon tliis occasion, but take notice of a 
perverfion of Polybius, of Megalopolis, (otherwife 
an hiftoria 



ment bef 



ian of credit), in affirming that this judg-jofe^ 
Fell Antiochus for his dcli&u of rifting the 



temple of Diana, which was a facrilcgc only in will, Poi%^ 
biit never came to act. But if Polybius was of opi- 
nion that he deferved this piinifiimeut only for the 
defign, he might much more reafonably have impu- 
ted it to the facrilege of which he was actually 
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CHAP. XIV. 



'ntiochus Epiphanes fucceeded by his fin Antiochus Eti- 
fat or, and proclaimed by Lyfias. Judas iuvejis the 
citadel at Jerufalem. The armies of the Jews and Syr i- 

if Eleazar. Ant to- 



ans engage. 



the furrendcr of Bcthfi 



ANTIOCHUS, a fliort time before his death, feht > Maa 
for Philip, a confidential friend, and committed i n £ 3 
the regency into his hand, delivering up to him, at p ™>s* 
the fame time, the crown, the royal robesand fignet, 
with charge to preferve them for his fon Antiochus, ; * UC3D « 
then in his minority, with the ftricteft injunction to. 
attend to his education. The death, however, of 
Antiochus was no fooner made known to the public, 
than Lyfias proclaimed his fon Antiochus king, un- 
der the name of Eupator ; for Lyfias, at that time,* 
had the tuition of the young prince. . 

The Macedonians, who were at that time garri- 
foned in the citadel of Jerufalem, to o e ther with forae 
Jewifh runagates, greatly annoyed the Jews as they 
went up to worlhip at the temple, which they could 
do with eafe, as the caftle was upon an eminence,and s£ 
bfcourfe commanded it. Judas therefore determin- oniic ty 
ed to reduce that fort for the common lecurity of the euido? 
nation, in their attendance upon their religious fo-W^I 
lemnities. To this end he caufed machines and en- 
gines to be framed for battery, and the calling up of 
works. While this was in agitation, feveral of the 
runagates, with others as nefarious as themfelves,^' 



paired to Antiochus, and to him reprefented th6 Ijacca&J 
wretched condition to which they were reduced brrcwj. 
men of their own tribe, for their obedience to thejT 1 * 



•jut 



king's command, in oppofition to their ownlaw,aqd 
that they were now in imminent danger of fajling 
into the hands of Judas, without immediate relief. 

The young prince, inflamed by this artifice, im- 
mediately gave orders to his officers to levy all the 
mercenaries they could raife, over and above the Akriifc 
choiceft forces they could feleA from his own fub-"^ 
je<5ls. His orders were executed with fuch alacrity, 
that, in aftiort time > they muftered a hundred thou- 
fand foot, twenty thoufand horfc> and thirty-two 
elephants. With this formidable army, under the 
command of Lyfias, as general, the king marched 
out of Antioch, advanced to Iduma^a, and thence to 
liethfura, a well fortified place,. both by nature and ^ rio( & 
art. He fat down before the fort, and, to little effed, 
fpent much thrre ; for the hefieged, betwixt fellies Bct 

and ftratagems^ found means, to burn or fr ultra te all 
engines of battery that were brought againft it 

Judas, upon this intelligence of the approach o£ 
Antiochus, railed the fiege from before the citadel, 
and marched the. ready way to meet him, pitching his j aiiS ^ 
camp upon the very entrance into the ftraits of vanca? 
Bethzachariah, about feventy furlongs from the^^ 
enemy. Antiochus, upon this, quitted the fiege of 
ethfura,and encamped within diftance of engaging 
Judas, appointing his army, at.earlieft dawn, to pnt 
themfelves upon, the march in order of battle ; but 
the place being too narrow for the elephants to pafs Anri^ 
in front, they marched in a defile, with a thoufaHd^^* 
foot, and five hundred horfe, ujwn the guard, of 

Each had. a kind of tower or caf- 
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tie on the back, charged with archers, 
the troops mounted the hills on both fides, under 
the command of fiich officers as the king could beft 
confide in. From this, afcent they gave the attack* 
and that with fo horrid a fliout ami clamour, that 
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the vallies all rang with the cccho j fo that, with 
the hedious outcry, and the dazzling ilafhcs of the 
golden and brazen bucklers, nothing could be more 
terrific in appearance and found. But the gallant 
Judas ftood undifmayed by empty pomp and noifc, 
and, when they came to adtion, received them with 
fuch dauntlefs intrepidity, about fix hundred fell 
upon the firft onfet. While they were thus enga- 
ged, Elcazar, othcrwife called Auraues, the brother 
of Judas, taking notice of one elephant that was 
caparifoned with richer trappings than the reft, 
with noble ardour made his way to that beaft, fup- 
pofing that the kinghimfelf was mounted iipon it. 
* Having hewn down his opponents on each hand, 
^rrwioir a nd forced the red to clear his pafllige, he crept 
ciuthof c j cr t j lc belly of the elephant, fmotcand flew him, 

perifliing himfelf under the enormous weight of the 
bcaft upon his fall. He died, however, in the glo- 
rious profpeft of vi&ory, and encompafled with 
dead bodies of his fliughtercd foes. 
Ti.cjcw/* Judas, finding himfelf greatly overpowered by 
* tr Sih e nunibers, drew off his army to the fiege of the cita- 
SsLiof del at Jerufalem ; while Antiochus fent part of his 
jwuiiicm. arm y l 0 f et down before Bethfura, and with the re- 
mainder proceeded to Jerufalem. The inhabitants 
of Iiethfura were fo daunted by the appearance of 
thefe troops, and fo difheartened through w r ant of 
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provifions, that they found themfelves under ane- 
ceffity of delivering up the place. This they *»- 



ac- 



furrcnilercti cordingly did, upon articles moft folemnlyratified. 

^ c t r ^ s, that no violence or moleftation whatever Ihould be 
xingvio- offered them. But the king preferved his faith no 
htcs ' farther than the fparing of their lives ; for they 

were all turned naked out of the town, and a gar- 
He beficgesrifon of his own was placed in their ftead. The 
th h Y4^ l: * temple, it muft be recorded to their honour, made 
LveiyJc-a moft obftinate refiftance, as all the effects of their 
fended. ma chines and engines were ftill eluded by counter- 
workings and ftratagems. Their greateft diftrefe 
was want of bread ; for having already expended 
Thejcxrs their laft year's ftore, and this event happening to 
difocircd fall upon the feventh year, in which, by the Jewifh 
teE" 1 ° law, they could neither plow or fowj great numbers 

of the Jews went out of the town purely for want 
of provifion, infomuch that there was not a com- 
petent number to defend the place. 

The king, and his general Lyfias, receiving intel- 
ligence at this time, that Philip was endeavouring to 
obtain the government, and was marching towards 
The kin? them at the head of an army out of Perfia, they 
Mcaifpofca came to a private determination to quit the fiege, 
to <i«ic the an d advance immediately againft him. To effed 

this purpofe, without the knowledge even of the 
firft officers in command, the king recommended 
to Lyfias, to found the opinion and difpofition of 
the foidiers in general, respecting the continuance 
of the fiegc,reprcfentiiigtheftrengthof the place, 
the dearth of provifion, and the indifpenfable ne- 
. ceflity of the king's departure, and, from thefe con- 
liderations, inferring the expediency of coming to 
fome terms, and particularly the condition of al- 
io wing them the free exercife of their particular reli- 
lyGuii gi° n ? laws, and cuftoms, which being granted as the 
^joinca to grand caufe of all their rebellions, the king might 
Snalion retttrn whenever he pleafed. This Lyfias had in 
of the charge to communicate to the army, and the foi- 
diers in general approved of the propofal. 

CHAP. XV. 

Antiochus Enpator violates the league he made with the 
Jews. 
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MATTERS being thus concerted, Antiochus 
fent an herald to Judas, with an offer of peace, 
and free excrcife of their religion andlaws,which be 
ing accepted they left the temple, and the accom- 
modation between them was ratified by oath. 
But when Antiochus, upon taking pofleffion of it, 
found the ftrerigth of the fortifications belonging 
to the temple, without any regard to his oath, he 



of taking offMcncla lis, if he would with to crttf clif re 

to the quiet of the Jews and his own peace } be* 
caufe it was at the mitigation of this very McnelatKt 
that hi* father forced the Jew* to the* tranfgrcf- 
lions of the rcrligon and laws of their country j fo 
that he was, of courfc, the author and promoter of 
all the evils that had befallen him. Influenced by 
the council of Lyfias, the king fent Mcntflafns to ^ncha$ 
Berhoca, in Syria, where he caufed him to be put !ic«h. l ° 
to death, after he had held the pontificate during 
the fpacc often years. Onias,or Menclaus, was an 
infamous character, who, to fecure the office of the 
high-prieft hood to himfelf, had caufed a general 
dcfe&ion amongft the Jews from the religion -arid 
law's of their country. /He was fucceeded. by LMci- 
mus, who was alfo called Jacymns, a man astde- 
praved in principle as his predeceflbr. t 

When Antiochus found that Philip had ufurped 
the government, he immediately attackedhim with 
all his forces, and, in a fliort time, totally routed his 
army, flew great numbers of his men, took him pri- 
fbner, and ordered him to be put to death. But the 
fon of the high-prieft Onias, being left an infant on 
the death of his father, and finding that the kinjg had 
conferred the dignity of the pontificate, at the inc^ntiocjiM 
fiance of Lyfias, on Alcimus, who had no relation to^^jf* 
the facerdotal family, he made application to Pto- caufes him 
lemy, king of Egypt, by whom he was moft graci- £j£J3£ 
oufly received, as .well as by his queen Cleopatra, 
who beftowed on him a place of confiderable truft 
in Heliopolis, where he eredled a temple after the 
model or that ati Jerufalem.. 

. CHAP. XVI. 
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A BOUT this time Demetrius, the fon of Seleucus, , Mar 7 
IX. haying fled from Rome, poffefTed himfelf of Demetrius 
Tripolis, a city in Syria, took the crown upon him, fheSng- 
and, with as many mercenaries as he could gather to- domoF 
gether, invaded the country, where he was received Syna * 
by the people with open arms. As a farther inftance 
of their affe&iontohisintereft, they feized on the 
perfons of Antiochus and Lyfias, and brought them 
in cuftody, prifoners to him, upon which Demetrius 
commanded them both tobe put to death; Antiochus AntIoc j, a< 
having reigned over Syria two years. He had in his andLyfia* 
party a great number of apoilate Jews, who hadbeen JSd?. 
banifhed for notorious crimes, with Alcimus, the 
high-prieft, at the head of them. Thefe all joined 
in one common accufation againft the whole people £jj j** s 
of the Jews, but more especially againft Judas Mac- party ac 
cabaius and his brethren, whom they charged not Sj£ llo 
only with the deftruction of as many of the king's Demetrius, 
friends as fell into their hands, but the very eje&ion 
of themfelves out of the country. They therefore 
made it their requeft to Demetrius, that he would 
fend certain particular perfons, in whom he could 
confide, to examine into the truth of what they had 
alledged againft Judas and his adherents. 

In confequence of this reprefentation, Demetrius, {^j*^? 
who, from the fituation of Alcimus, was readily in- chides 
duced to give credit to all he faid,was fo cxafperated, jfjjj£ ft 
that he immediately ordered Bacchides, a very pow- 
erful man, and governor of Mefopotamia, to march 
with an army into Judcea, and having confirmed Al- 
cimus in the prieft-hood, joined him in the fame com- 
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delign was under colour of a friendly and peaceable 
difpofition to draw them into a toil, and to furprize 
them. Judas, however, upon his coming attended Bacchuics 
with fuch an army, and in the pofture of an enemy ra- ^"pao'* 
ther than a friend, kept upon his guard, without the jew*, " 
giving any credit to his pretenfions : but there were 
fome credulous people that went over to him, in con- 
fidence that their countryman andtribefman would 



ordered his foidiers to demoliih the walls, and lay 11 do them no violence, cfpecially as they received a fo- 

This being accord- |[ lemn oath from both to that purport ; butin this con- 
fidence they were fatally deceived; for nofoonerhacl 
they got them into their power, than they caufed 
them inftantly to be put to death, thereby violating 



nigly executed, he returned to Antioch, taking 
with him Onias, otherwife called Menclaus. Lyfias 
had rcprefented to the king the abfolutc neceflity 
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Cfiielile* 



the proniife they had made for their fafety j which 
barbarous perfidy ferved as a warning to the reft 
not to come near them* 



Book XjjJ 



them, and told him they were about to o#Vcr them 
up for the profperity and welfare of Demetrius, 
Nicanor, in tJic fury of his rage, threatened them, 
ith b1afphcmous.ro VilingSf that if they did not im- 
mediately deliver up Judas to him, he would razc :;^ 
vcral defer ters, and other difaffcAed people, all of || the temple, and deftroy tltfe city. . With, thefe thre ** 

' menaces he took his departure ; and the pricfts&t*'" 



fiacchidcs, after this, removed his army from J 
rufalcm, and went to Bethzeth, where he found fc- 
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whom he put tothefword. This being done, he 
commanded all the Jews, in his abfence, to obey 
Alcimus j and leaving part of his army -with him for 
the fecurity of the province, he returned himfelf 
-with the reft to king Demetrius at Antioch. 

In this lituationthe views of Alcimus were directed 
fully to fecure himfelf in the pontificate, to efFedt 
which he endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf with the 
people by the popular arts of fair words and conde- 
fcending behaviour. This fo far anfwdred his pnr- 
pofe, that he foon doubled the number of forces that 
had beeir left him by Bacchides ; but they conlifted 
chiefly of reriegadoes, who deftroyed all the Jews who 

were frrends to Judas, wherever they found them. 

As fobri as Judas underftood the cruelties excr- 
cifed by the people under the command of Alcimus,- 
againft his brethren in Judaea, he marched from 
Jerufalem in order to give him battle ; but Alci- 
mus finding him unequal to the conteft, retired 

haftily to Demetrius at Antioch, whom he ftill far- 
ther irritated againft Judas, fetting forth the great 
mifcliiefhe had already done, and the further dan- 
ger to be apprehended from him, unlefs a proper 
force was fent to check his proceedings. He added, 
that fo long, as Judas and his brethren were per- 
mitted to live, they would never fuffer his authority 
to take place, nor could any lafting peace be efta- 
bliflied in that part of the country. 

C H A P. XVII. 

Demetrius and his adherents prattife the moft malevolent 
atts againft Judas without fuccefs. Judas nobly per- 
Jeveres in vindicating the caufe of his countrymen. 
Miferable death of Alcimus: He is fucceedeel in the 
pontificate by Judas^ who forms an alliance with the 
Romans. 

N confequence of this repfefentatlpn of Alcimus, 
touching the growing power and influence of Ju- 
Nicanor !• das, Demetrius became appreheriiftve of the danger 
ro«ri > " Dc " thatmightrefalt therefrom, unlefs checked in time. 
agaTnTthe To elfedt this delirable purpofe, he fent another army 
jews. againft the Jews, under the command of Nicanor, 

one of the principal men of his court, with ftridi 
orders to make war upon the whole nation, and 
thoroughly eftablifh Alcimus in the office of high- 
prieft. Nicanor, in feeming obedience to the com- 
mands, left Antioch, and let out for Jerufalem, 

Endeavours r ■ ^ i • r \c ^ r j? m 

so inveigle propoiing to himlelr to prererve fair appearances, 

aru ' tr y *^ ie cou ld inveigle Judas under countenance 
W. * of peaceable inclinations. On his arrival in Judaea, 

he fent deputies to Judas with this -meflage. 
" Wherefore fliould we rifque all on the uncertain 
" chance of war, when we may adjuft matters better 
<c by negociation ? Peace alone is my objeft, as I am 
tc ready to atteft upon folemnoath, and as you may 
* c judge by the friends I have brought with me only 
. " to poffefs you with the knowledge of my matter's 
iC will and pleafure, and of his hearty-good will to 
" the whole nation of the Jews." 

This well diffembled declaration*wrought fo pow- 
erfully on J udas and his brethren, that, unfufpicious 
of the defign it was intended to veil, the parties in- 
terchangeably palled their oaths, and the Jews, with 
great frunknefs, received Nicanor and his whole 
Thetrea- army. After the firft greeting between Judas and 
f^of'^iV Nicanor, thclatter gave a fignal to his people tofeize 
canor is de- Judas ; but the plot being difcovered in time, he im- 
fcatci. mediately made his efcape to his own people . After 
ludoj is the detection of this treacherous defign, both fides 
NicInor f y determined on open hoftility, without any appear- 

«hecafti- to f ance or P retence of negociation or treaty. Thear- 
jerufaicm. mies accordingly drew out, and a battle enfuednear 

a village called Capherfalama, where Judas was 
- worfted, and obliged to fave himfelf by aprccipitate 
retreat to the caftle of Jerufalem. 

Animated with this fuccefs, Nicanor haftened with 
all expedition after Judas. It happened on a certain 
occafion, as Nicanor was pa fifing by the temple, that 
he was met on the way by feveral of the elders and 
priefts, who Hie wed him the facrifices they had with 
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were lb 'alarmed at the declaration, that they ad- 
drelled thcmfelvcs to the Almighty, with prayers 
and tears, to prote& the facred place of his own 
immediate prcfencc,andhis minifters who belonged 
to it, againft the outrages of the enemy. 

Nicanor, finding no probability of reducing Jeru- 
falem, left it in great rage, and encamped his army 
near a village called Bcthoron, where he was joiped 
by a very conliderable reinforcement out of Syria. 
This, however, did not difmay Judas, who, though 
his army was greatly inferior incumber, marched 
from Jerufalem, and encamped at a place called 
Adafi, within three furlongs of the enemy. In order Mi^i 
to encourage his troops, he told them, that though J^*** 
the number of the enemy was great* they need 
not to fear, for they fought in the caufe of God, 
whofe power could- crufh multitudes; exhorting 
them not to trouble themfelves "how many ihey 
were to encounter, but to confider the bravery of 
thofe they were to -encounter,' with the honours 
and rewards that would mod 'certainly attend them, 
" Attack them, therefore, cburageoufly, (faid h£), 
and leave the iffue to heaven." . 

The Jews, thus encouraged by their leader, at- ji'jtf, 
tacked the enemy with the moft intrepid refolution, 
and the battle was defperate on both fides for fome 
time, till at length viftory declared in; favour of Jj^J 1 
Judas j for Nicanor being flain, with great nunwomd. 
bers of his troops, the reft were fo intimidated, 
that they immediately threw down their arms and 
fled. Judas availed himfelf of this advantage, by 
purluing the fugitives, to whom he gave no quar- 
ters. In his purfuit he proclaimed his victory by »'.. 
found of trumpet, in all the cities and towa$£jjjft 
through which he palled ; the confequence of which 
was, that the country people gathered togethef 
from all parts ; and lixch of the enemy that fell in 
their way, in endeavouring to efcape, they>put'to 
death ; fo that; by means of them, and the clofc 
piurluit of Judas, not a fingle perfon of the Syrian 
army was left to carry home the melancholy tiding* ' 
of their overthrow. This was upon the thirteenth 
day of the month which the Jews call Adar, and the 
Macedonians Dyftrus ; and, in commemoration of T • 
this fignal interpofition of Providence in our delive- 

we celebrate an anniverfary thanklgivihg 
upon it to this very day. The Jews, after this vie-* 
tory, had a fliort refpitefrom war, and fome glim- 
merings of an agreeable and permanent peace. 

Alcimus had it in contemplation to pull down the 
old wall of the fanftuary, and demolifli the works 6f m ^ 
the ancient prophets ; but, in the very inftant of bis fF^. 
giving orders for the executionof it, he was fmittch 0 
with lo judicial a ftroke,that hefell fpcechlefs on the 
ground, where he lay languifliing fome time in the 
acuteftpain, and thenmadea wretched exit, after he 
had held the pontificate four years. Upon the de- 
mifeofthe impious Alcimus, the people unanimouflyjajaa. 
chofe Judas to lucceed him in his oflice ; when hear- 
ing of the great fame and power of the Rohians, in him atkj 
conquering the Gauls, Spaniards, Carthagenians,^ 3 ^ 
and Grecians, together with the kings Perfeus, Phi- five po* 
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li]>, and Antiochus, he was defirous of forming an 
alliance with them, in hopes thereby of obtaining 
fome protection and relief againft the oppreflion of 
the Syrians. Judas accordingly difpatched two of 
his moft intimate friends and counfellors, named Ja- 
fonandEupolemus, whom he knew were capable of j 0 jajg 
executing fuch an embafly,toRome,torequeft of thc^J 
fenate, that the Jewsmightbe admitted astheir allies; i«gsc^ 
and that a letter might be written to Demetrius, re- j h ^t 
quiring him to delift from every further mole ftation 
of them. This propofal proved agreeable to the 
fenate, who immediately drew up articles of treaty ; 
the original of which they kept, and fent a copy, of 
them to Jerufalem, which was highly approved by 
Judas. The purport of the articles was, u That no 
" people fubjeifl to the Romans, fliould make war on 
" the Jews, or fupply their enemies with money, Ihip- 
U pi n g) corn, Sec and that the Jews fliould be held 
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« rotlfc Hi nic, in cafcthe It^tiuniftfiiotiiabcattackccK 
Tli tt if the Jews dcmancM any future alteration 
« of the agreement, the con/cniof the whole people 
« Ihotiltl Ik: ncccfl'ary to ratify it*' 1 This was the firft 
'illtance that was formed between the Jews and the 
Romans. This decree of the fenate was written by 
Funolcmus, the fen of John, and Jafen, the fen of 
Elcasar, Judas, the high pricft, and Ins brother 
Simon, general of the army. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

The extraordinary valour of Judas and his brethren. 

Nthe mean time Demetrius, having received an 
account of the defeat and death of Nicanor, fent 
Bacchides again into Judsea, at the head of a very 
numerous army, to give battle to Judas, and with 
orders, if poffible, to bring him to Antioch, dead or 
alive. The general immediately fet out to execute 
the king's command ; and the firft place at which he 
encamped was Arbela, a town in Galilee, where he 
forced many Jews from the caves to which they had 
retreated, and cruelly put them to death. From 
thence he marched towards Jerufalem, and Upon 
intelligence that Judas and his people were atBeth- 
feth, he polled away immediately with twenty thou- 
fand foot, and two thoufand horfe, to encounter him. 
Judas had no more than three thoufand to oppofe 
him, and thefe were fo terrified at the ftrength and 
number of theenemy, that the greateftpartdeferted, 
fo that he had not above eight hundred left. 

Notwithftanding Judas was thus diftrefled for want 
of men, and had not an opportunity of recruiting 
his forces, yet he determined to hazard a battle, 
and therefore ufed the moft powerful arguments 
he was matter of, to prevail on the few he had to 
ftand by him to the utraoft extremity. They, how- 
ever, expoftnlated withhim on the impropriety and 
rafhnefsof attempting to engage fo very fuperior a 
number, and advifed him rather to retreat with 
caution, and put off his defign till he could augment 
his forces* To this he replied, " It never lhall be 
" faid of me, that I turned my back upon an enemy. 
u If it be the will of God that we now fall, let his 
" will be done ; but let us not, by an ignominious jj 

" flight, deftroy all the credit or a life of glory." jj 



This fpccchfo animated thefeidier*, that thryunani- 
moully rcfol ved to (land the combat, and every ncccf- 
fary preparation was made for oppoiingthc enemy. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Judas falls in battle^ after ftgnalizing hisprowefs. 

npHEarmy of Bacchides was djfpofed o'f in the Difpofition 
X following manner. Thefiront wascompofed of ^ 
light armed men, and fttpportcd by a large body of 
Macedonians ; while there were two wing&of horfe 
the right being commanded by Bacchides himfelf! 
In this order of battle they advanced towards the 
army of Judas, wliichtheyno fooner approached A blo °ty 
than they founded a charge, gave aloud ihout^and 
began the attack. The forces of Judas fuftained 
the fliock with great intrepidity, and the battle con- 
tinued defperate for feme time ; when Judas,feeing 
Bacchides, with his right wing, prefling hard on his 



men, relieved 



them with a band of courageous 
youths, who broke the right wing of Bacchides, 
and purfued them as far as Aza : but not having 
Sufficient forces to keep the left wing in play, during 
his abfence, he was followed, and clofely furrounded 
by the enemy. The a£tion was very obftinats, and 
the Jews fold their lives at a dear rate. Their Jnda*no- 
general did all that a gallant man could do, till at 
length, being overpowered with numbers, he was, of hit 
with the greateft part of his men, flain ; and tfce countrr * 
reft, intimidated by the lofs of their leader, betook 
themfelves to flight. Thus fell the great Judas H », cha- 
Maccabarus, dying as he lived, a zealous afTerter of rafter - 
the religion and laws of his country. He was pious, 
juft and valiant ; and equally refpeftable in the va- 
rious^ characters he filled with fo much honour and 
dignity to himfelf, as well as glory and advantage 
to the Je wifli nation . 

His two brothers, Simon and Jonathan, having 
permiffion of Bacchides to remove his body, it was 
conveyed toModin, and there interred in thefepul- 
chre of his anceftors, with all the funeral honours 
due to the memory of fo brave and excellent a com- 
mander. We fhall only add, that he acquired im- 
mortal fame by the refcue of his friends out of the 
hands of the Macedonians, and by his three years 
adminiftration in the office of high-priefh 
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CHAP. I. 

Implacable hatred of the revolted Jews towards their 
countrymen. Jonathan fucceeds to the government af- 
ter Judas, and i together with his brother Simon, car- 
ries on the war againji Bacchides. 

HE means by which the Jews were deliver- 
ed from their flavery under the Macedoni- 
ans, and the exploits and chara&er of their 

greatpatron and leader, Judas, who, after 

a life devoted to his country's fervice, nobly fell in a 
couteitfor the vindication of its liberties and laws, 
have been fully fet forth in the foregoing book. 

This illuftrious perfon was no fooner taken off, 
than the whole party of profligate apoftate Jews, 
contrary to the dictates of conscience, faith, and 
honour, abandoned the religion, laws, and cuftoms 
of their nation, refumed their former animofities, 
and, at the inftance, and with the afllftance, of 
Bacchides, treated all the friends and adherents of 
the Maccabees, wherever they found them, with 
the greateft barbarity . At this time there happen- 
ed to be a general famine throughout the land of 
Judcea, which aggravated other calamities, info- 
much, that, through diftrefs for want of bread, on 
the one hand, and the difficulty of defending them- 
felves againft their enemies, on the other, many of 
the Jews were, in a manner, compelled to adhere 
to the fa&iori of the Macedonians. At this junc- 
ture Bacchides fends a fummons to all the apoftate 
Jews, who were gone over to ftrange gods, and 
committed the care of the government principally 
into their hands ; fo that they made it their bulinefs 
to fcize all the friends and late partizans of Judas, 
and deliver them up to the Syrian general to be 
tortured at his pleafure. In fliort, the Jews were 
never fo deplorably mi ferable fince the Babylonifh 
captivity as at this period, infomuch, that the late 
adherents to Judas joined in a requeft of Jonathan, 
not only to follow his brother's example, who had 
fo freely fiierificed his life for the liberties of his 



cumftarices, that, without a leadfct to aflift them in 
oppofing their enemies, they muft all be inevitably 
loft. Jonathan's anfwer was, he was willing to do or 
fuffer any thing for the public welfare ; upon which tot** 1 
he was eledled general of the Jewifti army by. the 
unanimous voice of people. 

Bacchides, hearing of this ele&ion, and reflecting 
that Jonathan wasnotlefs likely to give trouble to 
the king, and to the Macedonians, than his brother W* 3 
Judas, let about concerting meafurcs to take himaJS 
off by ftratagem ; but Jonathan, having intelligence 5im 
of his defi<pi, collected what force he could, and, 
accompanied by his brother Simon, withdrew im- 
mediately into a neighbouring defert, and pitched 
his tent by the pool of Afphar. Bacchides, ima- 
gining this retreat into the defert to be no other 
than a diredl flight, immediately advanced towards 
them with his whole force, and, encamping beyond 
Jordan, made choice, of that place for a rendez- 
vous. When Jonathan heard of this motion, he 
fent his brother John (otherwife Gaddis) to the 
Arabian Nabathites, being in friendfliip with him, 
for leave to depofit their baggage in their cuftody, 
till the battle with Bacchides fliould be decided . But, 



John 



Medab_ , , 



convoy, took all their carriages, with whatever elfe^ 
they had about them, andkilled Johnupon the fpot, J^* 
with allhis people. But his brothers foon had their Sop 
revenge, as will appear in the fequel. jf^f 

Bacchides, having intelligence that Jonathan lay 
encamped in the fenny grounds, near the river Jor- 
dan, immediately marched after him, and having 
made himfelf matter of the pafs that led to their 
encampment, fixed on the fabbath-day for the at- 
tack, in confidence of the fuperftitious reverence 
for the law refpe<5ting that day, that he fliould not 
meet with the leaft refiftance. In this, however, he 
found himfelf miftaken ; for Jonathan, after re- 
minding his men of the determination that was 
made in cafes of neceflity like the prefent, encou- 
raged them to difpute it bravely, which, after a 
fliort and fervent fupplication for the divine aid, 



country, but to take upon himfelf the command alfo, they accordingly did, till they flew great numbers 
as the whole nation was under fuch defpenite cir- of the aflailants on the fpot. During the encounter. 
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tlian, who, at the fame time, aimed a ftrokc at him ; 
i«:Mt'« |)i)t t ] JC ot |, cr diverting' it, Jonathan, ami his pas ty, 
P^took to the river, andtliccncmv declining to follow 




unifies 



fide, without the 
general withdrew 
ith the lofs of near 
two thoufand of his men. He afterwards fortified 
fcvcral ftrong places in Judrea that had been demo- 
lifhed before, as Jericho, Emmaus, Bethoron, Bethel 
Thamnatha, .Pharathon, . Techoa, and G^zara. 
Thefe places he ftrengtheried with walls and towers, 
and with ftrong garrifons, to be ready for excurfions 
to fall upon the Jews. . Butefpecial care was taken, 
above all the relt, to render the citadel of Jerufa- 
lem impregnable ; in which place the fons of the 
principal Jews were fecured as hoftages. 

About this time the twobrothers received intelli- 
gence, that there was a wedding to be celebrated be- 
tween one of the fons of Amarasus, and the daugh- 
ter of an illuftrious Arabian ; that the Fons of Ama- 
neus were to be prefent at the ceremony, and the 
bride to be conduced in fplendid pomp from the 
city of Gabatha. Jonathan and Simou, thinking 
this the beft opportunity for avenging the death of 
their brother, haftened towards Medaba, and lay in 
wait among the mountains in ambufh for their ene- 
mies.. Upon the comingup of the bridegroom with 
his bride, and a long train of their friends, as is 
ufual in fuch cafes, the party fallied out upon them, 
and cut them all off without exception, together 
with their wives, children, and friends, to the num- 
SJhcyaic her of four hundred ; carried away the booty entire, 

and did juftice, at the fame time, to the memory of 
a * c "° John. After this exploit they returned to their 

quarters near the Jordan. . 

When Bacchides had fettled the aforementioned 
garrifons in Judaea, he re turned to Antioch ; and, for 
the (pace oftwo^ears, thofejews, who were for pre- 
- fervmg their ancientreIigion,livedinfomedegree of 
repofe ; but the apoftates and dregs of the people, en- 
vying their happinefs in their prefent ftate of tran- 
che apof- quility in Judcea, folicited Demetrius, by proxies, 
wiuappiy that Bacchides might be ordered to feize upon Jona- 
triu*1nor- than, and reduce him abfolutely within his power, 
jj£**J°- which they affirmed might be eafily done, by fur- 

taki;n off. 
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prizing him and his adherents in one night 

The king approved the propofal, and difpatched 
Bacchides into Judsea upon the commiflion, fending 
letters, at the fame time,up and down to all his friends 
and officers iii the country, to give their affiftance to- 
wards the feizing of Jonathan. They, in confluence, 
concerted means for en (baring him ; but, finding, on 
repeated trials, that their moft fubtle devices were 
eluded through the caution of the Jewifh general,the 
Syrian commander, inatranlport of rage, imputed 
the whole mifcarriage to the treachery of the apof- 
tate Jews, which he faid had fported with the king's 
orders^ and then, in revenge, ordered fifty of their 
chief men to be put to death. Jonathan and his 
brothei*, perfuaded of their inability to withftand the 
fuperior numbers of the. enemy, had retired into the 
wildernefs, and raifed walls round a village called 
Bethalaga, intending to make that a place of retreat 
on all emergent occafions. 

Bacchides, having received intelligence of this re- 
treat, marched towards them with all the forces he 
SJ. was able to raife upon the junction of his own troops 

Sn&a W - lt ' 1 311 aux *N* ar y faction of the Jews. He opened 

his trenches immediately againft the place, and, for 
ibme days, carried on his approaches ; Jonathan, on 
the other lide, making a very (tout refinance. While 
Jonathan, m *tters were in this pofture, he left the defence of 
^ the place to his brother Simon, and, with fuch a body 

lean K r 
kfyn ; and 

the ters, killed many of his men; and, by the havock 
andconfufion which enfued, his brother became ac- 
quainted with his dclign, made a (ally upon their ma- 
chines, cut off* many of their people, and then re- 
turned. Bacchides was fo alarmed at this alfault 
upon his front and rear, and the mifcarriage of an 
attempt of which he thought himfelf fo fure, that it 
deranged his affairs in the greateft degree. He im- 
puted., however, the whole of his difappoin tment to 

the Jewifh renegadees, who had prevailed with the 
No. 17, 
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of men as he was able to collect: in the vicinity, dole 
away by night, and fell upon Bacchides in his quar- 



king to fend him upon tlwscxpcdition. Ilismamlm- 
iinei!s,at prclcnt, was to deliberate on the beft mean* 
of railing the liege, and drawing off' the army, that 
he might thereby faVc his men, und retire without 
lofs of honour to hU^riaitcror him&lf. 



C H A P. II* 



The Syrian and Jcwijb generals adjttft matters upon ami- 
cable terms* 



■ 

WHILE Bacchides wasdcliberatingin what man- 
ner he ihould proceed, Jonathan deemed it 
molt expedient to avail himfelf of the prefent fitua- 
tionof affairs, and therefore fent an honourable mef- 
fage,with propofalsof a mutuallcague of friendfhip, 
on condition of an exchange ofprifoncrs. Bacchides 
found in the propofal fo fair an opportunity of aban- 
doning the (iege without difgrace, that he immedi- 
ately acceded, andformed an alliance with Jonathan, 
with a mutual exchange of oaths to deliver up and 
reftore all prifoncrson both fides, and from that mo- 
ment ceafe from all aits of hoftility againft each 
other. This agreement being ratihed, Bacchides 
returned to the king at Antioch j and foftri&ly did 
he obferve the treaty of peace entered into with 
Jonathan, that he never returned with his army to 
Judaea. The wars being thus happily at an eijd, and 
every thing fettled in an amicable manner, Jonathan 
took up his abode in Machmas, where he devoted his 
ftudy and attention to the concerns of government, 
and the impartial adminiftration of juftice. He pu- 
nilhed thole who had apoftatized from the religion 
and laws of their country, and as far as in him lay, 
tookevery meafurefor the reformation of all abufes 
in church and ftate. 
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CHAP. III. 

Hojiilities between Alexander , fon of Antiochus Epiphanes^ 

and Demetrius. 

■ 

OON after thefe tranfa&ions Alexander, the fon 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, laid claim to the Syrian jy^jf** 
empire, and took poueffion of Ptolemais, through a vxoiemsdu 
confederacy of the foldiers that were there in garri- 
fon, from an averiion they bore Demetrius, as a 
prince of a proud imperious difpolition, who im- 
mured himfelf in a caltle he had fortified near An- 
tioch and would fufferno perfon to have accefs to 
him* Indeed, (uch was his pride and indolence, 
that he feemcd totally regardlefs of the intereft of 
his fubj efts, which rendered him very unpopular, and 
ftirred up many malcontents againft him. However, DeiMtrfn* 
being alarmed at the intelligence of Alexander's Jjf^S, 
having feized uponPtolcmais,he afTembled his troops him, 
with all poffible expedition, and immediately march- 
ed againft him. 

CHAP. IV. 



Demetrius forms an alliance with Jonathan^ invoking him 

with authority to levy men^ provide Iff ins (yc. lie repairs . V. 

and fortifies J erufatem. *■ * v 



DEMETRIUS, in order to oppofe his rival more 
eifecSlually, thought it expedient to make his 1 Ma f- }° 



court to Jonathan, and to that end fent an embalfy comuche 
to him with propofals of a league and an alliance 2f C j«S? 
betwixt them. The purport of the embalfy was to than, 
veft him with authority to levy men, provide arms, 
and fet the hoftages at liberty that Bacchides had 
committed prifoners to the caltle. Upon the receipt 
of the letter veiling him with this power, Jonathan 
left Machmas, and repaired tojerufalem, where he 
publicly read the contents of the king's letter to the 
garrifon and the people in general. The apoftatc 
and fugitive Jews in the citadel, were much Itartled 
at this fudden reverfe of fortune in his favour. Jo- 
nathan, however, proceeded to make his levies, and 

p-ave liberty to thehoftao-es in the citadel, ftrhSUv J on * thaa 
o , . - , ! y • • 1 * J removes to- 

ordering that they ihould be permitted to return in jerufaicm. 

fafety to their friends. He now rcfolved to fix his 

reiidenceat Jerufalem, and, in confequence thereof, 

thoroughly repaired the city, fortified it on every tide 

and rebuilt thofe walls round t^he temple which had 
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been tleflroyet! during the -cign of Antioclms Kpi- 
phane&< The Macetfoiii.tns v/nu were difpcrf'cd up 
and down in leverul garrifons, quitted ttycir itatioti 
upon tliis change ofr affairs at Jcrufulcin and went 
to Antioch ; but thofc that \vcr m c in licthfura, and 
in the citadel of Jcrufalcin, being moitly Jcwiih 
deferters, remained there through npprchcnlion of 
being taken upon removal, and layering condign 
puiiiihment* 

CHAP. V. 

Alexander Ballez courts the friendfiip of Jonathan ^ whom 
he appoints high-priefi. Defprrate engagement betwixt 
Alexander and Demetrius. Death of Demetrius. 



N the mean time Alexander, who was no ftranger 




to the character of Jonathan, or to his exploits 
againft the Macedonians, or to the indignities that 
had been offered him both by Demetrius and his ge- 
neral Bacchides, ailcmblcd his friends, and repre- 
sented to them the advantage's that would refuit to 
his caufe from an alliance with aperfon of fuch emi- 
nent valour, and a mortal enemy to Demetrius from 
the higheil provocations imaginable. His council 

unanimoufty agreeing with him in opinion, a letter 
was immediately difpatched to Jonathan to the fol- 
lowing purport : 

cc Alexander, the king, to Jonathan his brother, 

" greeting. 

■ 

ic [laving been informed of your character, for 



t 



i 



* jr> t J — * - - , 

" honour faith and courage- and deeming youevtrry !j 
. . " way worthv our belt regard, we have difpatched 

Alexander's,. J rt , « r • in • 1 i 

cpimeto ambafladows to oiu*r you our trienailup and alh- 
joruch.ni. cc ancc,and h.i veconr.niliionedthem totreatfor the 

c< fame, ivy tiiefc 1 prcluu&, and our royal authority, 
wc coiiditute and ordain thee high-pricft of the 



Jonathan 
enters up- 
on thepon 
tlfa'cacc. 



u Jews, and rank thee in the number of the king's 
u friends : we like wife p relent thee with a crown of 
" gold, and a jnvple robe, entertaining no doubt of 
<c a proper regard being made by you for this in- 
tc fiance of our refoe&and elteem." 

Jonathan immediately, on the receipt of this met- 
fage, put on his facerdocal robe, it being the day of 
the fenft of tabernacles. This was four years after 
the death of his brother Judas, the office of high- 
prieit having been folong vacant. He then applied 
hisnfelf to the levyiug of troops, and making a large 
provitiou of arms. Demetrius was, by this time, 
fcnfible of the - error of his delay in not embracing 
the opportunity of anticipating his competitor for 
an alliance with Jonathan. Nevcrthelefs, lie exerted 
his utmoit to carry the point, as will appear from the 

following letter- 

" Demetrius, the king, to Jonathan and the Jewifli 

" people greeting. 



cc 



As we have already entered into a treaty of alli- 
ice with you, we would wifh to fix it on a lafting 



" Jews, if To many fliottld l>cttiiHs ( ,j£ f m-.iy bear arms 
u in our fcrvice, and receive the lame pay as our 
u own troops : that they be ciitruftcd in garrifons 
u and near our pcrfon ; and that our royal family rc- 
46 cci ve the better fort of them ar. domeftics. In f e- 
" rufalcm, and the three dependent provinces, the 
u Jews /hall freely exercife their own laws j but the 
" high-pricft mult take care that the temple of Jeru- 
Ct fa lcm, be the only one in which the Jews w or /hip. 
<c Fifteen thoufand fheklcs of filvcr we al/b grant 
" annually towards the expence of their facrihees; 
" and wc remit the ten thoufand drachmas formerly 
tc paid to their predecelfors by the pricftsand officers 
" attending the fcrvice of the temple. Wc farther 
" order that all debtors repairing to the temple of 
Jerufalem, or the liberties thereof, on account of 
debt fhall remain unmolefted, both in perfon and 
property. We alfo permit and require that the 
u temple be repaired, that fortifications be made 
c< round it, and that fnch ftrong places as the Jews 
" think proper to fortify /hall have garrifons ftation- 
" ed in them ; and all this fhall be done at our own 



cc 



cc 



" expence." 

At this critical juncture Alexander levied a mighty 
army, partly from his own mercenaries, and partly 
from thofe that went to him from Demetrius, in 
byria, and marched with them againft the enemy* 
At length they came to a ft ion, and the right wing of 
Alexander's forces were preiled hard by the left of]^£ 
Demetrius, who pu/hed their advantage even to the 
plundering of the camp ; but Alexander forced the MdK * 




cc ance 

ic and uninterrup^l foundation. 



Wherefore it is 

ourpleafure thaFyourtributesbe remitted, and we 
Epiftlc of " hereby remit all the taxes formerly paid to our pre- 
£5?S f m" deceflors, or our Pelves, (cxclufive of the fait and 
& riicpeo- cc crown taxes, with the thirds of your corn and 
Jews t U " fruits) ; and thefe duties we give up for all future 

u times, as well as the poll-tax on the inhabitants, 
cc through JudaM, and the three governments of 
tc G dilce, Samaria and Petrasa. 



It is our plcafure 
" likewife that Jerufalem and its dependencies be 
cc exempted from all tenths and tributes, be deemed 
iC holy, and have the privileges of a fanctuary. 
<c Let the citadel be delivered to Jonathan thehigh- 
c< pried, with permiflfion to place in it a garrifon of 
" fuch of his friends as he may think proper. We 
4C farther command, that, immediately^ on receipt 
<c hereof, liberty be given to all Jewifli prifoners, in 
tc every part of our dominions, without any fees im- 
tc pofed even on their cattle : that their fabbaths and 
tc foiemu feftivals, and three days preceding each, 
<c fhall be deemed days of freedom to the Jews, 
" throughout our dominions, that they may live at 
ci peace, and unmolefted. That thirty thoufand 



oppoiitc column, where Demetrius fought in perfon, 
till it was totally routed. Demetrius, however, at-vaWa 
chieved wonders, killing and purfuing his enemies, DcfflCaia 
and defending himfelf for aconfiderable time, tillat 
length his horfe plunging into a bog, and he being 
opprcflcd with multitudes, was obliged to yield, 
thoup-h not till his body was covered with darts and ... ' 
arrows. Thus died Demetrius, king of Syria, after mm 
having enjoyed the fovereignty of that empire for^ 
the fpacc of about eleven years. 

CHAP. Ti. 

Friendjhip between Onias and Ptolemy Philometor. The 
former, obtains permiffion to build a temple in Egypt) . 
refcmbliitg that of Jerufalem. This produces a difpute 
between the Samarians and Jews 5 which is referred t9 
the king) who decides in faveur of the latter. 

NIAS, the fonof Onias the high-pricft, lived hi 
a kind of exile from his own country, with Pto- 
lemy Philometor, at Alexandria, This Onias, find- 
ing J ud^ea fo miferably ravaged by the Macedonians, 
and their kings, and from an ambition to acquire 
immortal fame, refolved to try if he could obtain 
leave from kitfg Ptolemy, and his queen Cleopatra, 
to build another temple in Egypt, after the plan and 
model of that in Jerufalem, and to fupply it with 
pricfts andLevites of his own family. This thought 

was fuggefted to him by a prediction of the prophet 
Ifaiali,of at leaft fix hundred years before, prefaging 
that, in time to come, there Ihould be a temple ereA- 
edin Egypt to the honour of thegreat God, and that 
it fliould be the work of a Jew. Onias wasfo poflef- 
fed with the impulfc of this revelation, that he wrote 
a letter to Ptolemy and Cleopatra to the following 
effect. 

"At the time when T had the honour to ferve 
" you in the field, I paifed through fevcral cotm- 
" tries, and obferved that, in the provinces of Coelo- 
ct Syria, Phoenicia, and Leontopolis, in the land of 
" Heliopolis, and feveral other places, that the Jews ggJJ 
u had no uniformity in their temples, and therefore '^id> 
<c could not agree among themfelves about it. Such 2 ua - 
16 is the cafe with refpect to the Egyptians, by rea- 
<c fon of the multitude and variety of their temples, 
c< and the divcrlity of the forms of religion. Hav- 
<c ing difcovcred a certain place near the caftle of 
cc Bubaftes, upon the plain, where there is great 
u ftorc of materials for building at hand, and nuni- 
u hers of bcafts ready for facrifice, it is mv humble 

« v 

" rcquelt that yon will grant me your royal licence 
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<< af |<| authority todcmolifh a ruinous temple there, ji throughout allagcn, with the honour and magnlfi- 
» that was never confecratcd to any deity, and, in its 
" place, to ere A another after the model of that of 
« Jerufalem, with a dedication of it To themojl High 
"God, upon condition that prayers be conftantly 
a offered there for the fafety and prosperity of your 
" royal pcrfons and family j to the end that all the 
" Jews in your dominions may, by this means, be 
«* liiorcunited among themfelves, audbettcr enabled 
« to render you fervicc. This is -what the prophet 
" Ifaiah has foretold, that God would have an holy 
" place in Egypt, together withfeveral particulars 
" relative to that fubjed:." 

The pious difpofition of the king and queen will 
appear fufficiently evident by their anfwer to this pe- 
tition of Onias, wherein they exculpate themfelves 
from any C9ncern in the impious violation of the 
law, and transfer the whole blame to Onias in the 
following terms. 



ccnceof the place, as it was celebrated from time 
to time, for the fumptuousand fplendid donations of 
the kings of Alia- He obferved in a comparative 
view, that the temple of Gerizim, then in queftion, 
was fo obfeure in every refpedt, that Jittlc more no- 
tice was taken of it than it no fuch fabric had been 
crc&cd. By theft, and other arguments of the like 
nature, the king wasprcvailcd upon to give fentence 
in favour of the temple at Jerufalem, and adjudge Tht Wng 

Sabbreus and Theodofius to death, according to the Sewlor 
conditions of the propofal. Such was the Hate of the jew*, 
the Jews of Alexandria in the days of Ptolemy Phi- 
lomcter. 



" King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias, 

. " fend greeting. 

<c Wehavereadanddulyconfideredyourpetition, 
TfccEyiftic u w herein yourequeft our royal licence and authority 

Jijcieo? ct to purify an old ruinous temple at Leontopolis, 
SS W " ncarBubaftes, upon theplain, within the jurifdic- 

" tion of Heliopolis* We cannot but exprefs our 
wonder, that you fhould conceive it pleafing to 
God, to have a temple erected in a place fo un~ 
" clean , and haunted with fuch a varie ty of d e tcftable 
u animals. But fince you refer yourfelf forjuftifica- 
" tion to the predictions of the prophet Ifaiah, we 
"do hereby grant you full permiffion, fo far as in us 
u lies, to execute our defign, provided it be done 



it 



without violating the Divine laws. 



99 



Egypt. 



A difpute 
between 
the Jews 



Thcjr ap- 
peal to ihc 
king. 



Onias had no fooner obtained this permiffion, than 
TfcBtempiej, c a (Tidioufly applied himfelf to the raifino; of the 

temple and the altar, according to the model of that 
at Jerufalem, though much inferior to it in point of 
iizeand magnificence. As the demenfions of this 
fabric, and the holyveffels appertaining to it, are 
particularly defcribed in my feventh book of the 
hiftory and wars of the Jews, I (hallpafs them over 
in this place, and only fay that Onias, having com- 
pleted his defigiij did not want priefts and Levites, 
of his own opinion and perfuafion, to officiate in the 
ceremonies of the temple. 
In confequence of this transaction of Onias, there 
rians^ 3 " arofe a violent contcft between the Jews and Sama- 

rians who erected the temple at Gerizim, in the days 
of Alexander the Great, concerning the form of the 
temple and manner of wodhipping. Both parties 
appealed to the king to take the matter intohis own 
cognizance, and then pafsjudgment on the merits of 
the caufe. The point in difpute was this. The 
Jews infilled that the temple at Jerufalem was the 
only temple extant that was authorized by the laws 
of Mofes. The Samarians ftrenuoufly contended 
for the temple at Gerizim. Both parties, as before 
obferved referred themfelves to the arbitration of 
theking, together with his minifters and friends, de- 
firing that council might be heard on both fides, 
and fentence pafled upon the party that fhould be 
found guilty. Sabbseusand Theodofius, pleaded the 
caufe of the Samarians ; Andronicus, the fon of Mef- 
falan, that of the Jews ; binding themfelves on oath 
onboth fides, in the prefence of God and theking, 
to advance nothing in proof of their allegations, but 
what was ftriddy confonant with the letter of the law 
and defiring that the breach of that oath might be 
made death to the violator. The king then fat down 
with his friends and counfellors to try the caufe. 

The Jews of Alexandria were very apprchenfive 
that their advocate would beincompetent to the bu- 
linefs he had undertaken, and took it extremely to 
heart, to find the facred authority of the temple at 
Jerufalem, the molt ancient and noble frame and in- 
flitutionin the whole world, brought into queftion. 
Upon a debate who fhould fpeak firft, Sabbseusand 
Theodofius gave the precedence to Andronicus, who 
opened the caufe, and traced the fanctity, practice, 
and venerable antiquity of the temple of Jerufalem, 
from its very origin, according to the law, fetting 

forth the uninterrupted fucccflion of thepriefthood 
No, ij 9 J 
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Demetrius is fucceeded by Alexander y who efpbufes the 
daughter of Ptolemy^ and confers peculiar honours upon 
Jonathan. 

DEEMETRIUS being flairi in battle,' as before 
rela ted, Alexander took upon him the govern- 
ment of Syria, and wrote to Ptolemy Philometor,de- demands 
firing his daughter in marriage, and fuggeftingthat «r ofPw- 
it would be neither unreafonable or dilhonourable, icmym 
after the overthrow of Demetrius, and, through Di- marm 5 e - 
vine favour, the recovery of a kingdom, to receive 
him intohis alliance. Ptolemy received thepropofal 
with the higheft complacency, & immediately wrote 
him back a letter congratulating him on his victories: 
and acceflion to the throne, promilinghimhis daugh- 
ter in marriage, and appointing Ptolemais for the 
place of meeting, where he affiired htm he would at- 
tend with his daughter Cleopatra, and thenconfum- 
mate the nuptials. Thekingof Egypt, purfuant to CeIebr ^ 
this information, repaired with his daughter to the tion of tht 
place of appointment, and the marriage was cele- nu P tial,# 
brated with the utmoft pomp and magnificence ; and 
Alcxanderreceivedadowry/in gold and filver, wor- 
thy the dignity and opulence of the potentate who 
had given him fo convincing a proof of his friend- 
fhip and efteem in forming with him an alliance at 
once fo honourable and advantageous* 

Jonathan the high-prieft, upon thisoccafion, came Theh| . h 
to Ptolemais, where he was received by both kings eft honour* 
with the utmoft cordially, and treated with every SSnjSf 
token of the higheft honour and refpeA. Alexander nathan." 
required him to change his habit, put on a robe of 
purple, and take his place next to himfelf upon the 
throne. He alfo commanded the principal officers 
to attend him into the heart of the city^ and make 
proclamation, that no man fhould prefume, on his 
peril, to calumniate, accufe, or in any refpe<S:give 
him moleftation. Upon this fignal demonftration 
of the king's efteem and favour, his enemies, who 



came thither with a view of injuringhim by defama- 
tory reports, thought it prudent to retire, left they 
fhould bring on themfelves the mifchiefs they defign- 
ed for him. So great, indeed, was the refpeft which 
Alexander bore for Jonathan, that he was ranked 
amongft his moft approved friends, 

C H A P^ VIII. 

fucceJJes of Jonathan. Conteft 



t 



Jon of the 



and Alexander. The 



gtie offriendfjnp with Jonathan. 
Death of Alexander and oj Ptolemy. Demetrius renders 
himfelf unpopular. — 

ALEXANDER now thought himfelf arrived at 
the fummit of happinefs, and that he fhould 
enjoy a life of uninterrupted tranquility ; buthefoon 
found himfelf miftaken . A (hort time after Deme- 
trius, the fon of the late king Demetrius, refolving 
to revenge his father's death and recover his king- 
dom, embarked with a body of mercenaries, whom 
Lafthenes, the Cretan, had raifed for him and paired 
with them out of Crete into Cilicia. This expedition 
alarmed Alexander, who inftantly marched from 
Phoenicia to Antioch, to put his affairs in apofture of 
fecurity before the arrival of Demetrius. In the 
mean time Demetriushad gained over to his intercft 
Apollonius, the governor of Coelo-Syria, who, tp 
oblige Jonathan to quit Alexander's party, ajidjoiii 
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with Dcmetrinfl, marched with an army as far as 
Jamnia, and thence fent a challenge to Jonathan, de- 
fying huii to meet him with a (Word in the open 
field, and nut the iflltc on their Jingle contcft. He 
boartcd al fo that he was at the head of a number of the 
braveft men in the empirc,whofevalourhadfrequent~ 
ly made his an ccftors yield to their fupcrior power. 

Irritated at this daring mcflage, Jonathan, accom- 
panied by his brother Simon, left Jerufaleni with a 
ielelt band often thoufand men, and encamped near 

J°.PP a > gates of which were flint by a garrifon 
belonging to Apollonius. Jonathan demanded en- 
trance, which being refufed, he immediately made 
the necefrary preparations for attacking the place* 
when the garrifon knowing themfelves too weak td 
make oppolition againft fo formidable a body, quiet- 
ly furrendered. 

As foon as Apollonius underftood that Jonathan 
was in pofleflion of Joppa, he advanced with three 
thoufand horfe, and eight thoufand foot, to Azotus, 
and thence, by eafy marches, to Joppa,where he drew 
off a little to engage Jonathan in the open plain, de- 
pending on the fuperior numbers of his cavalry. Jo- 
nathan, upon this, advanced, and folio wed Apollonius 
towards Azotus; but when the armies approached 
each other, the latter thought proper to make a re- 
treat. Jonathan,however, continued to ad vance,till 
his antagonift, having got him to a fpot of ground 
•which he thought particularly advantageous, faced 
about, and prepared to engage. He planted a thou- 
fand horfe to attack Jonathan in the rear ; but the 
latter being aware of this difpofition, without any 
difficulty provided againft it, and formed his men in- 
to a fquare figure, fo that they might be enabled to 
engage the enemy on all fides at the fame time. 

The aclion commenced, and lafted till near evening 
when Jonathan ordered his brother Simon, withpart 
of his army, to charge in upon the enemy's body, 
having given orders to his own men only to receive 
Apoiioniui t ] ie darts and arrows of the horfemen upon their 



Hngagei 



greatcll honour nmlrcfpelt by the inhabitants, of all 
tiie cities and towns through which he palled except 
Azotus, where he was harraflcd with complaints of 
the barn in g of the temple ofDagon, & exclamations 
againft Jonathan as the author of that outrage, at 
well as the Jiavock made in their country by fire and 
fword, and thedeftruftion of numbers or the people, 
Ptolemy gave them a patient hearing ; but, fear- 
ful of difobliging Jonathan, did not think pro- Unm^ 
per to do any thingin their favour without his know- (? n ? ha * 
ledge. As foon as Jonathan heard of the arrival ° * 
of Ptolemy in Syria, and that he was advanced 
as far as Joppa, he went thither to pay him his 
refpecls and was received by the king with all ho- 
nour and magnificence; after which he conduced 
him to the river Eleutherus, and returned to Jeru- 
falem. 

As Ptolemy was on his way to the city of Pto- 
lemais, he fortunately difcovered a plot, which had pi otl ^ 
been concerted by Alexander, to be executed by JjJ A,ei * 
Ammonius, his confident, for taking away his life - ; f5£L 
though no reafon could be affigned for fuch a diabo- 
lical intention . In confequence of this difco very, on 
his arrival at Ptolcmais, he demanded that juftice 
might be done to the traitor : but Alexander refil- 
ling to give him up, Ptolemy was fully convinced 
that the king was concerned in the plot, and there- 
fore entertained an implacable hatred againft him, 
which foon terminated in his ruin. Alexander had 
before incurred the ill-will of the people of Antioch, 
by means of this Ammonius, who had treated them 
with many indignities. He came at length, how- 
ever, to an infamous end ; for he loft his life in the 
habit of a woman, as he was endeavouring to con- ipoou. 
ceal himfelf in thatdifguife from thofe who were ° u,ea<! <* 
employed to bring him to juftice. 

The firftftep Ptolemy took to flicwhis refentment 
on the occafion was to take away his daughter Cleo- Daa#» 
patra from Alexander, and gave her to his rival De- t °^J^ 
metrius, with aflurance that he would reftore him to Aiwnk, 



bucklers, without any other refiftance. They accord- the throne of his father. Demetrius was highly JJdbS 
inglykept themfelves upon their guard till the ene- pleafed with the terms of alliance propofed by Pto-™ 
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my had fpent all their offenfive weapons ; for they 
flood thick and clofe, that their darts fell upon their 
bucklers, and there was no poflibility of piercing 
them through. The enemy was fo fatigued with this 
way of fighting, and doing no execution for feveral 
fucceffive hours, that Simon took that opportunity 
of attacking their main body, and was ibbravely lup- 
ported by his foldicrs, that he foon put them to night. 
The horfe, upon this rout, between the toil of the 
day, and the hopelefs condition of the army, now the 
foot were broken, fled, and difperfed themfelves in 
the utmoft confulion. Jonathan purfued them as 
far as Azotus, flaying great numbers, and forcing 
the reft into the temple of Dagonfor fan&uary . But 
the conqueror entering the town fet fire to it, and fe- 
veral neighbouring villages, which he burnt to the 
ground,togetherwiththe temple of Dagonitfelf,and 
killed all that had fled to it for protection, without 
any regard to the priefts or idol of the place. The 
number of thofe who were {lain in battle, and perifti- 
ed in the flames, was coniputed at eight thoufand. 

Having thus defeatecfthc army of Apollonius, Jo- 
nathan advanced with his troops to Afkalon, and en- 
camped before the city with adefign of inverting it. 
But the inhabitants, inftead of attempting to make 
any oppolition, brought many valuable prefents as a 
tell timony of their fubmiflion, which Jonathan ac- 
cepted upon the terms, and from the motives, for 
which they were offered,and then returned laden with 
the fpoilsof the enemy in triumph to Jerufalem. 

As foon as Alexander heard of the fuccefs of Jo- 
nathan over his general Apollonius, he affected 
much joy at the event, becaufe, as he pretended, he 
. had pra&ifed hoftilities againft a friend and ally, 
affcaTcom without his knowledge or confent. In token of the 
piaccncy honour and cftecra in which he held him, he fent him, 
jooaxiiii. as a prefent, a buckle of gold, fuch as none but the 

royal family were permitted to wear, and, at the 
fame time, alfo gave him the city of Ekron, with 
all the territories thereunto belonging. 

About this time Ptolemy Philometor pafled into 
Syria, with a confiderable body of land and fea forces, 
to the afiiltance of his fon-in-law Alexander. Agree- 
able to the king's order, he was received with the 



lemy, and as much charmed with the idea of pof- 
fefling the beautiful Cleopatra as a wife. But the 
people had fuch an averlion to Demetrius on his 
father's account, that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
Ptolemy could bring them over to receive that man 
for their king, whom they looked upon as their 
enemy. Such, however was their hatred to Alexan-tffi. 
der, for his partiality to the execrable Ammonius, dcT f*?- 
and their hatred to Ammonius himfelf, for his own n 
fake, that they were eafily prevailed on to expel the 
former from the city. He therefore retired from 
Antioch into Cilicia. 

Ptolemy,upon this,made his entrance into the city J 
wasfaluted, proclaimed, and crowned king in twopwd™ 
capacities ; that is, in the right of Alia and Egypt. jS 
But being a man of honour, difcretion, and tempe- 
rance, he fo conduced himfelf in all public affairs, 
as to afford entire fatisfa£tion to his own people* 
without giving any caufe of envy or jealoufy to the 
Romans. The offer made him, by the people of An- 
tioch, was very flattering ; but his honour giving way 
to intereft, he modeftly declined the compliment, 
and having called a council of the heads of the peo- 
ple, advifea them to receive Demetrius, the true heir 
to the crown, as their fovereign. He told them he 
hoped all part enmity would be forgotten ; that he 
would himfelf be bound for his faithfully executing 
the truft repofed in him; and defired that, withre- 
fpect to himfelf, he might be permitted to content 
himfelf with the government of his own dominions, ^tag^ 
This modeft addrefs had the defired effedt : the peo- « the 
pie 'unanimoufly received Demetrius as their king, J^JJ 
admitted him into the city with great pomp, audeeractriu 

placed him on the throne of his anceftors. 

When Alexander, who was at this time in Cilicia, 
heard of what had pafled at Antioch, he marched 
with all his force to meet Ptolemy, ravaging the 
country through which he pafled with fire and fword. 
Ptolemy and his new fon-in-law met him, and gave 
him battle ; theiflueof which was, that his army was 
totally routed, and himfelf forced to fly into Ara- 0 f<*»* 
bia. Ithappened, in thebattle, that Ptolemy's horfe, Alexaa 
taking fright at the noife of an elephant, threw his 
rider, and afforded his enemies the advantage of 



Book 



ANTIQUITIES of tub JEW 



0 f Ale an 
tier p:e- 

pcatli of 



Illiberal 
conJuft of 
pcmeiriu*. 



giving him many gricvom wounds upon the head, 
while be lay upon the ground. He would have loft 
his life upon the fpot, had he not been refcued by 
a par ty of his guards ; but fuch was his condition, 
that he lay fpecchlcfs four days, without fpcaking 
a word or underftanding any thing that was 
faid to him. Upon the fifth day, when he recovered 
himfclf a little, Zabclus, an Arabian prince, having 
cut off the head of Alexander, fent it to Ptolemy, 
who was greatly delighted both with the report of 
the a&ion, and with the Jpe&acle itfelf. But his fa- 
tisfaction on this account was of fhort duration, 
for he foon died of the wounds he had received in 
the- battle. This Alexander, otherwifc called 
Ballez, reigned about five years. 

Demetrius, who was known by the name of Ni- 
canor, fucceede.d Alexander. He was a man of an 
obdurate temper, as appears from his barbarous 
ufage of Ptolemy's foldiers, without any regard to 
the obligations and fervices he had received from 
them upon the credit of an affinity with Cleopatra. 
The foldiers were fo incenfed at his ungrateful 
behaviour, that they quitted him themfelves, and 
went away to Alexandria, leaving only the 
elephants behind them. 

Jonathan, the high-prieft, being now grown con- 
fiderable in power, having drawn together all the 
force he was able toraife out of Judaea, fat himfelf 
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be interrupted by any enemies,, difmificd his army 
without giving them their fullpay, and retained in 
his fcrvicc only anumber of mercenary troops, which 
hadbcencollcded inCrete, and other adjaccntiflands. 
This difchargc of his father's old troops, without any 




fion, entirely alienated the affetftipnof his fubjc&sin 
general, and the army in particular. 

C HA P. XV. 

Tryphon revolts from Demetrius, who is Supported by Jo- 
nathan. The fingular ingratitude of Demetrius. Try- 
phon advances Antiochus.to the throne, and. gains the 
ajjiflance of Jonathan. Jonathan renews a. league with 
the Romans and Lacedemonians. Defeat of Demetrius 
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futigive Jews that had taken ianctuary there. Con- 
fident of the ftrengthof the place, they at firft gave 
Jonathan a moft contemptuous defiance. But at 
length they fent fome of their abandoned emiflaries 
out of the town to Demetrius for fiiccour. Deme- 
trius, upon this, left Antioch, and marched with a 
confidei'able army towards Jonathan. On his ar- 
rival at Ptolemais he fent for him by letter. Jona- 
than, upon this invitation, took witkhim many va- 
luable prefents, in gold, filver. garments, andother 
rich curiof hies, and, attended by theprieftsand el- 
ders, made a compliment of them to Demetrius, the 
fiege going forward at the fame time. The kin 
was fo pleafed with this diftinguiflhed token of rc 
peel, that he confirmed Jonathan in the office of 
high-prieft ; and was fo far froirf giving any credit 
to the calumniating (uggeftions of the rabble of the 
fugitive Jews againft their countrymen, that, upon 
Jonathan's (ingle requeft for an abatement of the 
tribute of Judaea, together with the dependencies 
of Samaria, Joppa, and Galilee, to the rate of only 
three hundred talents upon the whole, he caufed 
the following declaration, upon the firft word, to 
be difpatched away in their favour : 

" Demetrius, the king, to his brother Jonathan, 
" and the reft of the Jewifh nation, fendeth 
" greeting : 

tc You are hereby to underftand, that we have 
" written a letter to our trufty and well beloved 
" coulin Lafthenes, a copy of which is herewith 
" tranfmitted." 

" Demetrius, the king, to Lafthenes, his coufin, 

<c greeting : 

cc Such is the fenfe we entertain of the return 
" that our friends the Jews have, from time to time, 
made to our good will, that we are refolved to 
" give them fome diftinguifhing teftimony of our 
u particular efteem and regard for their welfare. 
Wherefore we hereby command that the govern- j| 
ments of Aphareima, Lydda, and Ramatha, with 
all the lands dependent on thofe places, be aflign- 
ed to the ufe of Judaea : and we exempt Jeru- 
falem from all taxes heretofore paid to our an- 
ceftors, as well thofe called rr6wn taxes, and on 
fait pits, as thofe on corn and fruit : and we 
command that for the future nothing of the kind 
Cc be demanded. Take care that a copy of this 
" letter be fent to Jonathan, and let it be hung up 
" in one of the molt confpicuous parts of the holy 
temple in Jerufalem. 

Demetrius beingnow in full and quiet poflTeflion of 
the crown, and having reafon to think he (hould not 



Diodotus, otherwife B , 

• i Mnc. is* 

called Tryphon, a native of Apamia, and formerly Tryphoa * 
an officer under Alexander j'obferving the mutinous "ora'oc- 
difpofition that prevailed arriongft them, applied mctriu*. 
himfelf to Malchus, an Arabian, who was at that 
time guardian of Antiochus, thefon of Alexander, 
reprelenting to him the alienation of the foldiery 
from Demetrius, and propofing the reftoration of 
the young prince to the throne of his father. 
Malchus was at firft diffident and fcrupulous ; but, 
at length, through preffing inftances, was brought 
over to compliance. 

In the mean time Jonathan pro fecuted the fiege of 
the citadel of Jerufalem, with a refolution to clear Jonathan 
nnt only the caftle of the metropolis, but the ftrong S"fi«s* n 
holds in the country, where the fugitive Jews had «fj^e ^ 
fheltcred themfelves in garrifon. To this end he j'crakicm. 
fentambaffadorswithprefentstoDemetrius,defiring 
him to withdraw all bis men that were in any of the 
fortrefTes of Jutlsea. Demetrius, in reply, aflured - 
him, that he was ready to gratify him in that, or any 
other important reqiiefts, as foon ashe was difenga- 
ged from the prefent war, that fo ehgro(Ted hisJonadua 
whole attention ; adjuring him^ at the lame time, vemeVrim 
by every facrcd tie of friendfhip, to fend him a rc- " l * h . _3 OOQ 
cruit of men, as his own troops, he laid, were gone 
over to the enemy. Jonathan foon after fent the 
king a fupply of three thoufand choice men; 

The people of Antioch were fo enraged againft 
Demetrius, that they defired nothing more than an 
opportunity forrevenge, fo that, upon the report of 
this relief from Jerufalem, they determined to be be- 
forehand with their king, and therefore befet the 
palace in fiicha manner, as if they were juft ready to 
give the aflauit. But their main defign was to fe- 
cure the avenues, and feize upon the king on his 
comingout. Demetrius, finding himfelf thus befet, 



together with 



roctnus m 
ition 



drew up his foreign mercenaries, 
Jonathan's auxiliaries, and charged the infurgents : 
but they were overpowered by numbers, and re- 
pulfed. The Jews then retired into the palace, Thcy ^ 
were they mounted the battlements, and from femipe- 
thence, with darts and arrows, fo annoyed and J 1 ^ 
galled the Antiochians, that thcy forced them, at Antioch, 
from one houfe to another, without much danger 
to themfelves. They then fet fire to the city ; fo 
that, the houfes, being moftly of wood, and (landing 
clofe to each other, a general conflagration enfued. 
The inhabitants, in the utmoftconfternation, betook 
themfelves to flight : and the Jews, availing them- ^ c " U ^ e 
felves of their confufion, purfued, and, according to infurgenw. 
the king's order, did great execution, flaying great 
numbersj and forcing the reft to throw downtheir 
arms, and fuefor mercy. 

Thus was this rebellion fpeedily crufiied ; fo that 
Demetrius, havingrewarded the Jews for their very 
feafonable affiftance, fent them back to Jonathan, 
with a moft honourable teftimony of their valour, 
acknowledging that it was to their refolution he Vcmctrili * 
flood indebted for his fuccefs. 

But thefe fervices were foon forgotten by Deme- f^ak" 
trius, who, thinking he fliould have no farther oc ~ hf j? ro ^j ft 
cafion for the affiftance of Jonathan,broke the agree- awn/ 00 *" 
ment he hadmade for exempting him from the pay- 
ment of the ulual taxes, an d threatened him with mi- 
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litarycxccution^unlcfkhcjinfiiturcjiTiadc good tJiofe 
tributes to himfclf, which the Jews had formerly 
paid to his prcdcccflbrs. This he would accordingly 
have done, if Tryphonhad not diverted him, by fore- 
inghim to make ufe of the preparations he had made 
againft Jonathan for his own fafety, though without 
ettc& : for Tryphon, being now returned out of Ara- 
bia into Syria,with y oungAntiochus,he let the crown 
uponhishead, and, by the help of the foldiers inimi- 
cal to Demetrius for the default of payment, pro- 
ceeded to open hoftilities, overcame him in battle, 
took from him his elephants, and the city of An- 
tioch,and forced him back in Cilicia; 

Antiochus, loon after his acceffion, ferit an embaf- 
fy to Jonathan, complimenting him with the title of 
his friend and ally, confirming him in the office of 
high-prieft, putting himin pofleflion of the four go- 
vernments'that were afligned to Judasa,and appoint- 
ing his brother Simon to the command of all his 
forces from Tyre to the borders of Sidon. He alfo 
prefentcd Jonathan with feveral golden cups, pur- 
ple garments, and many badges of honour, and 
adopted him in the number of his chofen friends. 
Jonathan entertained fo high a fenfe of thefe ex- 
traordinary tokens of honour and liberality, which 
hehadreceived from Antiochus, that he difpatched 
mefiengers both to the young king and Tryphon, 
his prime minifter, with a moft affectionate tender 
of friendfhip and fervice, efpecially in joining 
againft Demetrius as a common enemy $ whom he 
reprobated as the moft ungrateful of men, in re- 
turning evil for the moft fubftantial good. 

Having received a commiffion from Antiochus to 
raife forces, Jonathan proceeded for that purpofe to 
Syria and Phoenicia, and from thence to all the 
neighbouring towns and cities,where he was treated 
with great honour in appearance, but levied no fol- 
diers. Upon his arrival at Alkalon, he was received 
with great form by the inhabitants, who made him 
many valuable prefents, and whom he invited, as he 
had done thofe in other cities through which he 
parted, to give up Demetrius, and efpoufe the caufe 
of Antiochus, it being both their duty and intereft 
fo to do. He fo far wrought upon them, by his rea- 
foning and advice, that they promifed (upplies ; but 
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advancing afterwards to Gaza, upon the defign of 
the fame good office to Antiochus, be found, to his 
great furprize, the gates fliut againft him, and the 
people zealoufly attached to Demetrius. 

Jonathan,incenfed at this palpaple indignity, laid 
liege to the place, and, in order to terrify the inhabi- 
tants into fubmiffion, fen t a detachment of his forces 
to deftroy the adjoining towns and villages with fire 
and Avord. Seeing, therefore,nothing but inevitable 
deftruCtion before them, without any appearance of 
relief from Demetrius, they came atlaft toacom- 
pullive determination of making a feafonable and 
fubmillive application tojonathanby their deputies, 
who were as frankly received on the other hand into 

his intereft and friendfhip. He readily accepted the 
conditions they offered, andhavingreceivedhoftages 

for the fulfilment of the fame, left Gaza, and pro- 
ceeded with his forces towards Damafcus. 

In the mean time Demetrius had encamped v/ith 
a powerful army before Cedafa, a place bordering 
on Tyre and Galilee, with a view of enticing Jona- 
than out of his way, and defeating him. But Jo- 
nathan advanced with all fpeed to encounter him, 
leaving the care of Judasa in his abfence to his 
brother Simon, who, collecting all the forces he 
was able'J marched up to Bethfura, and aflaulted it, 
though accounted the ftrongeft and moft defenfible 
place in all Judrea, and in the pofleflion of the partial 
zans, of Demetrius. The people of the garrifonj' 
from the inccflant plying of the machines and en- 
gines againft them, apprehending themfelvcs in a 
dangerous fituation, lent a meflenger to Simon, re- 

queftingpGrmiffiontomarch away without violence, 
or any moleftation,to Demetrius. Indeed, they were 
at length brought to thefe terms, through fear of 
being put to the fworcl. Simon, however, granted 
them their conditions, and placed another garrilbn 
of his own people in their ftead. 

By this time Jonathan had advanced with his 
forces, which he had greatly augmented on the way, 
as far as the plain of Azor, where he encamped un- 

fufpicious of any danger j but a party of Demetrius 



* 

having intelligence of his fituation, lay in amhufti 
behind a mountain, while others of them inarched 
to attack him on the pkiin. As foon as Jonathan 
found himfclf thus befct, he gave the be ft orders to 
his foldiers the jfhortnefs of the time would permit j 
but the Jews, feeing the party of Demetrius who Jonai^ 
were placed in ambufii, and fearful of being ftiv- ailjJJ^ 
rounded by the enemy, the greater part of them di /W(J 
threw down their arms, and precipitately fled. So fcttttCir 
general, indeed, was the terror that only a very 
f mall party remained with Jonathan, who were en- 
couraged to ftand againft the enemy by means of 
their leader, together with two captains of his 
guards, Matthias, the fon of Ablalom, and Judas, W j th 
the fon of Chapfceus. Thefe, with a band of gallant fnu N«». 
followers, charged the front of the enemy in foSm^ 
defperate a manner, that their lines were foon DcoRf * 
broken, which being feen by the defertcrs, fome of 
them rallied, and fell on witlvfuch fury, that the 
army of Demetrius was entirely routed, about two 
thoufand being flain on the fpot, and the reft obli- 
ged to fave themfelves by a precipitate flight. 

After this glorious vidtory Jonathan returned tot 00 *** 
Jerufalem, and, in the height of his fucceflcs, fent bjSyJ 
ambafladors to Rome to renew former alliances, 10 ttc ^ 
giving them direction to go to Lacedannoniiponbu-u«&£ 
iinefs of a limilar nature. The Romans received the "J* 1 - 
ambairadors with thehigheft refped, and difmiffed 4 
them withletters,recoinmendingthat afafepaflage 
might be granted them by the potentates of every 
dominion through which they might have occalion 
to pafs. On their return they delivered the follow?, 
ing letter to the Lacedaemonians. * 

" l$y a letter of very ancient date, from y our king m%t^ 
" Arius, to our high-prieft Onias, (a copy of which 
" we fend inclofed), we find that we are nearly allied. 



to you in blood, and, by the teitimony we there 
gave to Arius, it appears how happy we were in 
" the ratification offiich an alliance. We would now 
" inform you, that we Ihould long before have 
claimed your frieridfliip, but that we left you the 
" honour of fetting the example. From the firftra- 
cc tification of your friendfhip to the prefent time, 



cc 



cc 



we have conftantly offered up our prayers to the 
Almighty that you might live in health and 
ct profperity, and overcome your enemies. In all 
Cc our diftreflcs and misfortunes, from the malice of 
ambitious neighbours, we have been cautious 
not to trouble you, or other allies. But Divine 
Providence having put an end to our wars, and 
our affairs being more at eafe, we have difpatch- 
ed Numenius, the fon of Antiochus, and Anti- 
pator, the fon of Jafon, (both men of honour 
and fenators), with letters to the Romans, and 
Cc to yourfelves, for renewing and ftrengtheningthe 
cc league of friendfhip between us. Return what 
anfwer you think proper : but let us know how 
we may teftify our affectionate regard by every 
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means m our power. 0 ^ t 
At this time there were three fefts amongft the kg 
Jews, .who maintained different opinions concern- s*ta, 
ing human actions. They went under the deno-***** 
minations of Pharifees, Sadduces, andEtfenes. The 
Pharifees held, that men are fubjedled to a fatality 
in fome cafes, and left at liberty in others, either 
to do, or not to do, as they plcafed. The Sadduces 
allowed of no fatality at all in what cafe foever, 
but affirmed that every man has it in his own power 
to make his condition better or worfe, according 
as he purfues meafures right or wrong. The 
Eflenes, on the other hand, afierted the power 
of an over-ruling deftiny, working according to the 

predeterminations of an irrefiftible fate. But a 
more exad: account of thefe opinions will hereaf- 
ter be found in our hiftory of the Jewifli wars. 
We therefore refume our narrative. 

In the mean time Jonathan,beinginformed thatthc 
forces of Demetrius, now greatly augmented, were 
advancing towards him, in hopes of redeeming the 

ditthey had loft by their late overthrow, hehaf-of^j 
tcned with all expedition to meet them at Amathis, »^ 
withafullrefoluticntooppofe their pafiage into Ju- 
daea. He encamped within fifty furlongs of the ene- 
my,and (ending fpies todifcover their defign, found, 
upon their return with the beft information they 
could get, and fome prifoners they had taken, that 

night, that the iutcntion of the enemy was to fur? 
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prize him in his quartern* In confcqucncc of tins II lnc!iaconl5ilcncc;i&migjitc?;poic him, through want 
intelligence* Jonathan made every ncccUiiry pre- of caution, tou fatal furprize. Al length, after divcri 
parntion for counteracting their defign, by fixing infinuations, he told Jonathan that, as the war wan 



cciitinel:* at the out-ports, and keeping Iris men 
under arms all night, acquainting them before- 
hand with the intention of the enemy. When the 
officers of Demetrius undcrftood that their plan 

had been difcovercd, they were puzzled how to aft, (I Ptolcmais, which place, and all the adjacent towns, 
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over, all things at peace, and Demetrius, from his 
reduced condition, was no longer able to trouble 
him, he might dif band his army, retaining a com- 
petent guard about his pcrfon, and attend him to 
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knowing thcmfelvcs too weak for an encounter by 
force : they therefore, at length, formed a rclblu- 
tionof decamping in the night, which they accord- 
ingly did, and covered their retreat with fevc- 
ral fires. At clay break Jonathan marched to attack 
them, when finding their camp abandoned, he purfu- 
ed them with the utmoft expedition ; but his endea- 
vours proved fruitlefs, the enemy having retreated 
to a fecure place, beyond the river Elcutherus,before 
he could reach them. Jonathan then purfued his 
courfeto Arabia, plundered the country of the Na- 
batluuans, made many of the inhabitants prifoners, 
tool; great numbers of their cattle, conduced them 
to Damafcus, and there fold them* 

Simon in the mean time proceeded with his forces, 
through Judaea and Paleltine, to Aikalon, fortifying 

all thedefenfibleplaceshecametoinhisway. From 
Aikalon he went to Joppa, of which he no fooner 
made himfelf matter, than he placed a proper garri- 
fon in it, to keep the inhabitants inawe, and thereby 
prevent its falling into the hands of Demetrius. 

Jonathan and Simon having taken the neceflary 
itieafiircs to prevent any injury from the enemy 
abroad, returned to Jerulalem; and the people being 
fammoned to the temple by the high-prieft, he made 
a propofition to repair the walls of the city, fortify 
them with towers, and cut otfall communication be- 
tween the city and the cattle by another Wall; like- 
wife to put the whole country in a ftate ofdefcnce,by 
placing proper garrifons in fuch parts of it as were 
thought be ft for the fecurity of the people. This 
propofition being unanimoufly approved^ Jonathan 
took the care of the city upon himfelf, and commit- 
ted the country department to his brother Simon. 

Demetrius, having pafTed the river, advanced into 
Mefopotamia, with a defign of making himfelf mas- 
ter not only of the country, but of Babylon itfelf ; 
propofing alfo, upon the redu&ion of the upper pro- 
vinces, to make that quarter the feat of the war } for 
the Greeks and Macedonians, who dwelt there, had 
fenthini feveral invitations to come over to them, 
withaflurances that, upon his appearing, they would 
enlift under his banner, and aflift him with their arms 
againtt Arfaces, king of Parthia. Elated by this af- 
furance, Demetrius haft e d towards them, confident, 
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if he could overcome theParthians, of eje&ing Try- 
phon out of Syria. Upon his arrival he put himfelf 
at the head of a conliderable army, and marched to 
attack Arfaces, by whom he was utterly routed, his 
whole army deftroyed, and himfelf taken prifoner* . 

CHAP. X. 

In/lances of the treachery of Tryphon, and credulity of 
Jonathan, who is taken prifoner, and lofes a thoufand 
of his peopte. 

DURING thefe tranfa&ions the bafe and treache- 
rous Tryphon, who had no other view in getting 
young Antiochus into his hands than to aniwer his 
own wicked purpofes, and was concerting the com- 
pletion of his plan for polfefRng himfelf of the crown 
of Syria, now refolvcd, upon the mifcarriage of 
Demetrius, to make one bold pufhfor accomplishing 
his wifiies. He well knew that, while Jonathan was 
in the intercft of Antiochus, he could not poffibly 
execute his defign, and therefore thefirft point was 
to curtail him of his power ; but as he was fenfible 
he could not do this by force, he therefore had re- 



courfc to ftrata 



To this end he went from An- 



*im« to 

^ejona- 

«un by 

Kwchcry. 



tioch to Bethfan, called, by the Greeks, Scythopolis, 
where he found Jonathan, at the head of forty thou- 
fand chofen men, ready to execute his commands. 
fryphon,on his arrival, made him many prefents and 
compliments, directed the officers of his army to pay 
the fame refpeft and obedience to lonathan as to 
inmielr, propofing, by thefe artifices, to veil the 
treachery of his own heart, and create in the other 
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he was determined to put into his poUeffion. Jona- 
than, attracted by thefe arguments and promifes, 
and unfufpicious of his villianous defign, catt him- 
felf wholly upon the fincerity and good faith of the 
perfidious Tryphon, infomuch, that he difmifled 
all his army; except three thoufand men ; two of 
whom he left in Galilee, and went, with Tryphon, 
to Ptolcmais with the other thoufand. ... 
He no fooner entered the town than the inhabitants,' 
according to previous inftru&ions from Tryphon, 
/hut the gates upon him, made Jonathan prifoner, 
and cut offall his thoufand people toaman. Having Jonathan, 
thus far fucceeded in his defign, he difpatched apar- ".taken, at 

ty of his army into Galilee, with orders to maflacre mi&ttelt 
the other two thoufand which Were left by Jonathan 
in that part of the country ; but thefe, having timely 
notice of the treacheroxis treatment of their com- 
mander and fellow-foldiers at Ptolemais^ took to 
their arms, and facing about in order to engage, fo 

inti midated the party of Tryphon, that they declin- 
ed the combat, and returned to Ptolemais without 
executing the bloody defign onwhicli they were fent. 

CHAP; XI; 

Jonathan being detained prifoner, his command is /up plied 

by Simon, 'Iryphon violates his faith, and orders Jo- * 
nathan to be put to death. Simon is appointed general 



lour and wifdom. 
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HEN the inhabitants of Jerufalem heard of 
the imprifonment of Jonathan (for whom, 



on account of his extraordinary valour and con- TncIameil- 
ducft, they had the higheft regard) and the mafTa- wtionof 
ere of their brethren, they were greatly affiled, j£r jona-" 
and univerfal lamentations prevailed throughout than - 
the city. While he was their leader they had no 
fears ; but now he was detained prifoner, they were 
apprehenfive of the utmoft danger from their ene- 
mies, whofe power they thought it was impofiible 
for them to withftand. To difiipate thefe difagree- 
able apprehenfions, and remove that gloom which 
hung both on the minds and countenances of the 
people, Simon ,having fummoned them together for 
thepurpofe, addreffed them in words to this effect ; 



Simon nnU 



" It is unneccflary, friends and countrymen, for mates the 
cc me tofay thatmyfather,brothers,andmyfelf,have p^p 1 ^.^ 
u been always ready to expole ourfelves for the com- f e if as thcii 
cc mon libeny . The defence of law and religion has '8 ewia1, 
u been the bulinefs of our family ; nor am I fo loft 
to the authority of example, as to think ofpr.eferv- 
ing my life by the forfeit of my honour. Seek, 
cc not, therefore, for another commander, lince I am 



i 



willing to lead you wherever great and glorious 
cc a&ions {hall callus. I .count not myfelf greater 
than my brethren, nor value my life more than 
they did theirs. Never fliall it be faid that I have 
" departed from the dignity of my family. I have 
" no doulit but God will, by my hands, avenge you 
tc of your enemies ; deliver you, your wives, and 
" children, from thole who opprefs you ; -and fe^ 
" cure the holy temple from defilement. 

■ > 

The people were fo afiimatedby this fpeech, that 
theyimmediatelyaflumedconfidencefufpended their 
feai-s,andrevivecltheir fpirits,unanmioufly exclaim- J' accord* 
ing, u None fo fit as Simon to fucceed to the com- ^mrcjf" 
tc mand of his brave brothers Judas and Jonathan. 1 Mac. i^. 
" Therefore let Simon be our general, and whatever 
" he commands fliall be obeyed S' Simon, being thu^ 
elected leader of the Jews, the firft ftep he took was 
to order the walls of the city to be repaired, arid for- 
tified with ftrong and (lately towers ; having done 
which, hedifpatched his' friend Jonathan, the fon of 
Ablalom, to Joppa, with orders to clear that town 
of its inhabitants, kit they (liould deliver it up to 
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Tryphon, while himfelf continued at Jcriifalcrri to 
look to the city 4 

Soon after tins Tryphon, at the head of a confi- 
dcrablc army, marched from Ptolcinaia to Jud.ca, 
jnt<ijud«. having with him Jonathan as his prifoncr. Simon, 

being aware of his approach, headed his forces, and 
proceeded to meet him, which he did on a moun- 
tain that overlooked the plain near the city of 
Adida. As foon as Tryphon faw the Jcwifh army, 
and undcrftood that Simon had been chofen their 
leader, he thought it mod expedient to decline an 
engagement ; and therefore refolved^ inftead of 
force, to endeavour to obtain his ends byjdcceit and 
ftratagem. To effe<5t this, he difpatched one of his 
principal officers to Simon, with a mcflage to the 
folio win g effedt : u That he had feized Jonathan only 
" becaufe he owed an hundred talents to the king ; 
" butthat, incafehe would fend the money, and Jo- 
<c nathan's two fons, as hoftages for their father's 
cc fidelity, he would again fet him at liberty i fincc 
cc he was only detained till the king's due fliould be 
4< paid." Simon, fufpe&ing a deception intended by 
this meflagej and yet thinking, if he refufed the 
money as aranfom, or the fons as hoftages, . it might 
coft his brother Jonathan his life, and that his death 
would of courfe be imputed to him, fummoned a 
council of the principle people, to whom he inti- 
mated his fufpicion of treachery, but obferved, at 
the fame time, that he thought it would be mo ft 
proper to fend both the young men and the money, 
as otherwife he might be thought indifferent with 
rcfpeA to the fafety of his brothel-. 

This being unanimoufly agreed to, the money and 
hoftages were accordingly fent to Tryphon, who, in- 
ftead of fulfilling his agreement, by delivering up 
Jonathan, retained both him and his fons. He then 
marched with his army up and down, ravaging the 
country, till he came at length to Dora, a city of 
Iduuuea, with an intention to pals that way to Jcru- 
falem : but Simon watched his motions fo clofely, as 
to prevent his carrying his defign into execution. 

While Tryphon was oh the way, he received in- 
telligence fromJerufalem,that the garrifonw:ts hard 
prellcd for want of provifions, and that they earne Il- 
ly requefted he would immediately haften away to 
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their relief. Upon this he ordered his horfe to be in 
readinefs, as he determined to proceed, without de- 
lay to Jerufalem ; but fo deep a fnow fell in the 
night, that the ways were covered, and impaifable, 
efpecially for the cavalry. Upon this difapp ointment 
he decamped, returned to Coelo-Syria, and paflirig 
n-tha * trough t ' ie country of Galaad, near the city of 
J?u"nbvor- Bafca, he bafely cauied Jonathan to be 11 a in and bu- 
dcr or* r ied there, and afterwards returned to Antioch. 

In the mean time Simon was returned to Jerufa- 
lem, where,- hearing of his brother Jonathan's 
death, and that he was buried at Bafca, in the land 
of Galaad, he fent for his remains, which he depo- 
lited in the fcpulchre of his father, at Modin, and 
ordered a general mourning to be obferved upon 
the occafion. He afterwards ereding a (lately mo- 
^^•numcnt over the fepulchre, the whole of which 

was of white marble,polifiied,and curioufly wrought 
witha variety of figures. Heraifed alfofeven pyra- 
mids for his father, mother, four brothers, and him- 
felf, one for each, a work of fuch admirable ftate and 
beautj', that it is to be feen to this day, and hath the 
reputation of being an exquifite piece. This may 
fuflice to (hew the care and zeal of Simon, in doing 
due honour to his family, by fo magnificent a mo- 
nument, and particularly to the memory of Jona- 
than, who had now governed the people in quality 
both of prince and high-prieft for the Ipace of four 
years ; his brother Simon fucceeding him by the 
ttntverial fufFrages of the people. 
Simon ren- In the fir ft year of his promotion he freed them 

tliTfcmccs fr° m the tribute formerly paid to the Macedonians, 
to hi< and this was in the year 170, from the coming of Se- 

leucusNicanor to the kingdom of Syria. Simon had 
obtained fuch efteem and authority among the peo- 
ple, that they dated their writings, public and pri- 
vate, in fuch a year of Simon, the governor of the 
Jews ; adding, " and moft deferving patron of the 
ct nation/' For under his adminiftration all things 
fucceeded well, both in war and peace, through the 
ad vantageshe procured his friends, and the victories 
lie obtained over the common enemy, deftroying 



country 



;mple the advantage nf the higher ground* 
this confederation he fummoned an allembly 



the cififs of fia/a, Joppa, and fafiima, and laying 
the citadel of Jcrulalciii level with the ground. 
He alio took care to prevent inconvenicntics in fu- 
ture, by putting it out of condition, either for an- 
noying the town, or fcrving as a place of refuge 
to fugitives or rebels. To this* end he gave his ad- 
vice to the digging up and levelling of the moun- 
tain itfelf that the calUc (lood upon, fo as to leave 
the temj ' ' 
Upon 

of the people, and laid before them the damaged 
they had fuftaiucd from this caftle, and theincon- 
veniencics, they might reafonably expect from it hi 
future, if it fhould ever fall into the hands of an 
enemy. This plain 4 but j 11 ft, mode of reasoning, 
wrought fo effectually on the multitude, that they 
unanimoufly approved thepurpofe of demolifhing 
the mountain. They then immediately fell to 
work, and plied it fo inccflantly, night and day,, 
for three years, that, in the end, by means of 
indefatigable labour, they brought it under the 
command of the temple. 



CHAP. XII. 

Tryphon proceeds in his iniquitous practice. Simon form 's 
an alliance with Antiochus Soter. They expel 'lryphon 
from Syria. He at length falls a viSlim to popular re- 
jentmcnty and is put to death. 

• • * • 

OON after the taking of Demetrius Nicanor pri- ; 
foner, Tryphon cauied his pupil, Antiochus, die 22* 
fon of Alexander, to be fecretly murdered, and a^i 
report to be propagated, that he loft his life by an to'S'U 
unlucky accident that happened in his exercifes. oSt 
This report being credited, the afTafllri, by his arti- 
fices and deceit, fo wrought on the minds of the 
people, that they unanimoufly chofe him for their 
king, and placed, him on the throne of Syria, al- 
ledging, that Demetrius was a prifoner to the Par T S^ 
thians, and that Antiochus would never forget the ofs J» 
defertcf s of his brother. 
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The bafe and perfidious Tryphon, having thus 
poflefled himfelf of the throne of Syria, began to 
difplay that turpitude of heart which had beendif- 
tinguiflied while in a private character. His point 
was no (boner gained than he threw off the mafic,' 
and proved that th^ name of Tryphon (which fig- 
nifies a diflblute wretch) was an epithet he juftly 
merited.' His difpofition and conduct proved fo . 
difagreeable to the foldiers in.particular, that they 
deferted in great numbers, and went over to Cleo-icn,* 
patra, the wife of Demetrius who was at this time in gJJJJ 
retirement with her children in Seleucia : while 
Antiochus (otherwife called Soter, and the brother dute 
of Demetrius) was in an abfeure lituation in Crete, 
infomuch, that fcarcc any pcrfon dared to receive 
him, through fear of Tryphon. . 

Cleopatra, encouraged by the advice of her 
friends, and the appearance of the foldiers, who had 
deferted from Tryphon, as well as urged by the 
fears (he had, left the people of Seleucia ihould de- 
liver up the place to the ufurper, difpatched a met 
fenger to Antiochus Soter, offeringhimthe crown of 
Syria, and, at the fame time, making a propofal of 

Antiochus immediately embraced the* 
tender, both of her kingdom and pcrfon ; fo that, 
upon doling with Cleopatra, the people flocked to 
him in fuch numbers, that he foon found himfelf at 
the head of a very confiderable army. With thefe Anoocb 
forceshe marched againll Tryphon, overcame him^^j 
in battle, drove him out of Syria, into Phoenicia, andsynt j 
at length pent him up in the ftrong fortrefs of Dora. Mj1oJ 
Antiochus then fent ambafladorsto Simon, thehigh-i«?H 
prieft of the Jews, with a treaty of amity and alii- ,^11 
ancc. The terms were frankly accepted by Simon, 
who foon after fent him a fiipply of money and pro- 
vifionsfor carrying on the liege, which was afervice 
at that time fo acceptable to Antiochus, that he 
ranked himamongft the number of his bed friends. 
The liege of Dora was carried on for fome time, till, 
at length, Tryphon made his cfcape, and, after (ly- 
ing from place to place, endeavoured to (belter 
himfelf in Apamia, his place of nativity; but an 
univerfal difguft prevailing againll him among the 
inhabitants, they feized him, and put him to death 
in the fourth year of his government. 
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CHAP* XIJ1. 



Perfidy of /Intioclm towards Simon, who baffles him, and 

renews a league with the Romans. 

ANTIOCHUS bcinoj of a covetous, and confe- 
qtiently ungrateful, difpofition, wasnofooner 
fettled on the throne of Syria, than, forgetful of the 
o-ood offices Simon had done him, and the prornifes 
he had made him in return, he fent an army, under 
the command of his general Cendebeus, to lay wafte 
nic- Judcca, andfeizeupon his perfon. The thought of 
She" this bafe perfidy, on the part of Antiochus, 
r 1ochus, tnted Simon, that heedlcfs of the infirmities of age, 
anTvjn- ' w ith a juvenile refolution, be made theneceflary pre- 
CS hS parations for giving hi ma warm reception. Having 
£nicb?u$ a fl' enl bled his forces, he difpatched twodivifions of 

. cm unc i er the command of his two fons, while him- 



o irri- 



felf took a circle with the main body of the army, 



oanibufcad 



]Nor uici ne ran or iucccjs m uis ctLtcnjpxs, roruc roil- 
ed his treacherous foe in every encounter, andjuftly 
retaliated the injuries he had faftained ; after which 
he renewed his alliance with the Romans, and led the 
reft of his life in peace. 

CHAP. XIV. 



f * 



Simon is treacheronjly murdered by Ptolemy hisfon-in-law, 
who imprifens his wife and fons. His fon Hyrcanus is 
froieSed by the inhabitants of J erufalem. 

WHEN Simon had been eight years governor of 
Judasa, he wasbarbaroufly murdered by the 
rfTikmy treachery of his fon-in-law, Ptolemy, whom he had 
JwiSfo niade governor °f 'the plains of Jericho. Thisexe- 
ihcr-in-u'vcrable villain, who was rich and ambitious, had laid 
*™ r n ^" a a defign for ufurping the government of Juda?a to 
hi family, bi.v.felf ; but this could not well be done without the 

deftnuition of Simon and his family. To perpetrate 
the horrid delign, he invited his father-in-law to a 
feaft, where, as he wasregalinghimfelf, unfufpicious 
of danger, he caufedhim tobeaflaffinated. He then 
made his wife, and two of his fons prifoniers, and fent 
his ruffians inquefl: of his third fon, John, (otherwife 
called Hyrcanus) to take him off, as they had done 
his father; but Hyrcanus, being apprized of the de- 
lign, went to a fanehi iry in J erufalem, where he 
was received with open arms by the multitude, 
through the veneration they had for the memory of 
his father, and their averfion to Ptolemy for his per- 
fidy, whom they bravely repulfed upon an attempt 
to enter at one gate, becaufe they had already re- 
ceived Hyrcanus at another. 



CHAP. XV. 

Hyrcanus is declared high-prieft* Befieges Ptolemy in 
the cAjllc of D agon. The fortitude of the mother and 
two brothers of Hyrcanus, who are put to death by 
Ptolemy. 

WHEN the fall of Simon was known at Jerufa- 
lem, Hyrcanus was declared high prieft, and 
prince of the Jews, in the place of his father, whofe 
death was univerfally lamented, and a general 
mourning throughout the whole country was ob- 
Hyrrrmis fcrved on the melancholy occalion (tf ) • 

Edition ^ llc fi 1 "^ thing Hyrcanus did, after he entered 
?8»jnft upon his office, was to offer up prayers and Sacrifices 
l0CB,y ' in due form, which being done, he made an expedi- 



te) The author of the firft book of Maccabees, in the encomiums he 
beftowson Simon, tells us that he fought the good of the nation in every 
thing, fo that his authority always pleafed them well : that, during his 
adminiftration, whilft Syria, and other neighbouring kingdoms, were 
almoft deftroyed by wars, the Jews lived quietly, every man under his 
own vine and fig-tree, enjoying without fear, the fruits of their labours, 
and beholding, with pleafurc, the flourifliing flatc of their country. 
Their trade was increafed by the reduction of Joppa, and other mari- 
time places; their territories enlarged, their armies well difciplined, 
their towns and fortre/Tes well garrifoncd, their religion and liberties 

fecured, their land freed from heathen enemies and Jcwifh apoftatcs ; and 



of 



tion againfl Ptolemy, who had retired to the cnflle c 
Uagoif. ^ The grand difficulty he met with, the 
prolecution of dm deJigtt^ waj to furmounfe a na- 
tural affc&ion towards his mother and brethren, 
whom Ptolemy caufed tobe whipped, and othorwfc 

publicly tormented, on the battlements, threatening 
to caft them down headlong^ iinlcfs he immediately 

raifed thefiege. This tcmble menace abated the re- 
folution of Hyrcanus, who thought, if hcperliftcd in 
his attempt, the confequence would be an aggrava- 
tion of cruelty to his relations. His mother, o&ferv- ^/ofhu 
inghis embarraflhient, called aloud, urginghimnot motb»r. 
to confidcrthc fufFerings ofherfelf and fons, but to 
avenge the injury his family had received, and ex- 
prefled a willingncfs to expire under the moft excru- 
ciating torments, on condition that the barbarous 
and unnatural tyrant, Ptolemy, Thquld meet with a 
punifliment proportioned to the cnorinityof hisguik. 
This inftance of fortitude and genei-otity animated 
Hyrcanus to make a vigorous afiault ; but pbferving 
that, in proportion to the force he exerted for re- 
ducing the fort, additional cruelty was exercifed 
upon his mother,. and his defire of revenue yielding* H 7 rcan w 
to niial tendernels, the liege was protracted till the in* defiga 



on the 
coming on. 



were obliged to reft j .fo that Ptolemy, by fhefeofthc 



year of 



means, being, delivered from the war and the fiege, j£ft! 
after pnting to death the mother and brothers of 
Hyrcanus, withdrew to the tyrant Zeno, fiirname<l 
Cotyla, who, at that time, had ufurped to himfelf 
the city of Philadelphia. 



CHAP. XVI. 



Antiochus makes war againfi Hyrcanus, who afterwards 
enters into a league with him. ylntiochus is defeated 
and flain^ and jucceeded on the throne of Syria by his 
brother Demetrius. 

• • - * » 

A NTIOCHUS, ftimulated by thedifappointments 
xJL and difgrace formerly brought on him by Si- 
mon, the father of Hyrcanus, made an inroad into 
Judasa, in the fourth year of his reign, the firft of 
the government of Hyrcanus, and the hundred and Antiochns 
lixty fecond olympiad. Having firft ravaged the ^^J^ 
country, he drove Hyrcanus into the city itfelf, di- 
viding his army into feven bodies round about it. 
The fiege was carried on with great refolution, and 
the defence of the place gallantly fupported for fome 
time. The camp was for fome time diftrelfed for 
wantof water ; but that defe& was at length plenti- 
fully fupplied by a great fall of rain. Upon a gene- 
ral lurvey, they found the town moft acceffible upon 
the north lidc, and therefore diredlcd their force 
principally to that quarter, railing an hundred tur- 5 
rets, of three ftories high, which ^erc lined with 
foldiers to carry on the attack. They had likewifc 
drawn a double circumvallation, of great length and 
depth, to cut off the means of communication and 
relief. But this did not intimidate the defendants 
from making frequent fallies, and doing execution^ 
when they found the alfailants off their guard. If, 
indeed, they found them in a pofturc to receive them, 
they could make good their retreat at pleafure, 
Hyrcanus, difcerning the inconvenience of retaining Hvr canuj 
in the town many ufelefs people, turned fuch out, objedtsto 
having taken care to feparate thofe that were fit to ^ e „ot° 
bear arms : fo that between Antiochus, on the one ablero 
hand, who flopped them from going farther, and bcar arms " 
Hyrcanus, on the other, who would not fuffer them 
to go back, the poor wretches wandered about the 

waj Us, tin many of themperiflied for want. 



their friend fhip courted by all the nations about them, even by tlie Ro- 
mans and Lacedemonians, He obferves farther, that this Simon was no 
tefs zealous for thefcrviceof God, in extirpating apoftacy, fupcrftirion, 
idolatry, and every thing elfe that was contrary to the laws of God : 
that he was a great protestor of the true Ifraelires, and a friend fo the 
poor ; and that he rcftored the fervice of the temple to its a/. ,nt fplcn- 
dour. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that the Jewifn Sanhedrim 
Hiould think no dignity or hononr, while he lived, nor no grief or lamen- 
tation, when he was dead; too great for a man of fuch diftinguilhed 
merit. 
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It fo fell out tli at it waft now the fcaft of taberna- 
cles; fo that thofc who were within the town com-* 
ni'ifcrated their condition, ami receiyed them again. 
Upon ihh occafion the inhabitants addreffed them* 
felves to Antiochus only to grant a truce for feven 
days in honour of the folcmuity, with which* from 
a confeientious motive, he immediately complied. 
Nor did he only gratify them in their requeit, but 
fent them fumptuous prefents for facriftces, fncli 



bulls with gilded horns, 
replcnifhed with coftly perfumes, 
treated them in a manner wholly the reverfe .to that 



cups of gold and filvcr, 

and, in fine, 



He is called 
Antioclius 
the L'iom* 

Hyrcanns 
foliclrs pri- 
vileges for 
the Jews. 



of Antiochus Epiphanes, who, when he had taken 
the city, facrificcd fwine upon the altar, and com- 
mitted other abominable prophanations, in con- 
tempt of the religion, laws, and ceremonies of the 
Jews, which was the caufe of an irreconcileable 
animofity between that prince and our nation; 
whereas the prefent Antiochus obtained the fur- 
name of ct the Pious," in token of the reverence he 
had for the facred rites of religion. 

Hyrcanus was induced, by this inftance of the 
king's candour and moderation, to folicithinl,by an 



cotirfc of fix mouths, with fome difficulty, he took \ 
Medaba, and after that Scmega, and other adjacent ' 
places* He tJicn made hlimelf maftcr of Sichcm 
and Garizim, with the land of the Chuthites, where 
flood the temple which, by permiflion of Alexander, 
was built, after the model of that at Jerufalcm, by 
Sanballat, one of his governors, to gratify his fon- 
in-law, Manafles, brother of Jaddus, the high-pricft, - 
as we have already related. This temple was 
deferted two hundred years after it was built. 

Hyrcanus alfo took feveral ftrong places in Idu-0*^ 
mrea, as Ad or a and MarifTa, and, at length, when "yjjjj 
he had lubdued the whole province, ifiucd apro-thei n £ 
clamation for all perfons to depart the land who c 0 n n f 0 ^ 
would not fubmit to circumcilion ; fo that, rather ""be* 
than abandon their native country, the inhabitants £ejj^ 
not only complied in the point of circumcilion, 
but in conformity to all other rites and ceremonies 
of the Jews, infomuch, that they were reckoned in 
common with that nation. 

Hyrcanus, being now about to renew a league 
with the Romans, fent an embafly to the fen ate 
with letters upon that fubject. The letters being 
read and debated, a league was concluded upon * 
according to the following form : 

" Fanius, the fonof Marcus Prretor, called a fenate vtvtti 
" in the field of Mars, on the eighth of the ides of 
February. Prefent LuciusManlius, the fon of Lu-mfcroar 
cius Mentina, and Cains Sempronius, the fon of J* 
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embafly on behalf of the Jews, for the liberty of liv- 
ing one with another, according to the laws and cus- 
toms of their own country . The higher clafs of his 
fubje&s were for the extirpation of the* Jews, as 
people who affeded to be more holy than their 
neighbours, and prized thcmfelves of a Angularity 
of manners from the reft of mankind. But the king, 
conceiving this peculiarity in their favour, could 
not be perfiiaded to rigorous meafures ; but, on the 
contrary, fent word back to Hyrcanus, that, upon 
condition the beficged would deliverup their arms, 
undertake to pay tribute for Joppa, and the reft of 
the cities about Judaea, and receive a garrifon into 
the town of his appointment, he was ready to put an 
end to the war. The Jews agreed to all the terms, 
but that of receiving the garrifon, from a religious 
fcrupie of intermixing with ftrangers ; and tliere- 
fore}propofed, as a conipofition for that article, to 
give the king hoftages for the performance of cove* 
nants, and fivehundred talents, over and above. The 
king accepted the propofal ; three hundred talents 
were depof ited in part, and the brother of Hyrcanus 
fent as one of the hoftages. Upon the finifhingof the 
treaty, Antiochus raifed the fiege and departed. 

Hyrcanus after this caufedthe fepulchre of David 
to be opened, who excelled all other princes in opu- 
lence, and took out of it three thoufand talents for 
his own ufe. With this fum he raifed mercenary 
troops, being the fir ft of the nation that ever enter- 
tained an army of ftrangers. He then ratified the 
league of friend/hip with Antiochus, invited him to 
a fplendid entertainment in the city, and accompa- 
nied him with his auxiliaries to the Parthian war, as 

we have it fromJthe authority of Nicolaus of Damaf- It expences of their return home, which he accord- 



Caius Falerna, upon the bufmefs of the embafly 
of Simon, the fon of Dofitheus, Apolloruus, the 
" fon of Alexander, and Diodorus, the fonof Jafon, 
cc perfons of rank and probity, and deputed by the 
u nation of the Jews to treat about an alliance, *and 
" other public matters, with the fenate of Rome. Be 
" it therefore agreed upon, that Joppaand theports, 
Cc Gaz;ara with the fountains, and other places that 
4t had been taken away by Antiochus, contrary to a 

<c decree of the fenate, be all reftored ; and the 

cc king's foldiers not to pafs through that, or any 

cc other part of the Roman territories} "without per- 

cc miffion. That whatever had been done by Antio- 

cc chusjin the late war,be declared void; andcommif- 

cc lioners appointed to take an eftimateof what the 

cC people had fufteredin their lands and goods by his 

u depredations, and to fee reparation made for all 
" loifes." 

Uponthefe conditions the fenate was plcafed to 
accept of the propofals that were pi*cfented them by 
thefc honourable perfons in the name of their good 
friends and allies the people of the Jews. With re- 
fpe& to the returning an anfwer inform, they faid 
it ftiould be done at their firft leifure, and care taken 
that no injury fliould be ofFered them in future. Fa- 
nius had orders like wife tofurnifii the ambafladors 
with money, out ofthe public treafury, todefray the 
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cus, who writes to the following purport : 

" Antiochus, upon the routing of Indates, the 
u Parthian general, ere<5led a triumphal arch upon 
" the bank ofthe river Lycus, where he reftedtwo 
" days at the requeft of Hyrcanus, a Jew, being 
"juftat the time of one of their feftivals, upon 
u which day he made a confeience of travelling. 
The account of the hiftorian is certainly authentic 
in this particular ; for the feaft of Pentecoft fell 
out, at that time, to be juft the next day after the 
fabbath ; and it is unlawful for us to travel upon 
either of thefe two days. 

Antiochus at length came to an engagement with 
Arfaces, king of Parthia, in which he loft both his 
army and his life. His brother, Demetrius, fuc- 
ceeded to the kingdom of Syria, through favour of 
Arfaces, who freed him from captivity at the fame 
time that Antiochus invaded his dominions of 
Parthia. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Hyrcanus makes an expedition againfl Syria* Forms a 
new alliance with the Romans. The death of Deme- 
trius. Succefiton and fate of Alexander. 

UPON the death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus marched 
immediately with his army into Syria, prefum- 
ing, as it afterwards proved,, that he fliould find 
the country in a deferted, defcncelefs ftatc. In the 
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ingly did, with recommendatory letters to all go- 
vernors and officers in their way, for the fecunty 
and accommodation of their pafiage. 

While the affairs of the Jews, under the conduft 
of Hyrcanus, went on in this flourifhing condition, 
there was no want of difpofition in Demetrius to 
urge him to hoftilities, provided he could haveouwfc 
relied on being aided inhisdelign. But he behaved F 0 ^ 
in fo tyrannical a manner, and purfued fuch wicked 
courfes, that he became univerfally detefted by his 
people, who, uniting in a confpiracy againft him, 
fent meflcngers to Ptolemy Phyiccii,kingof Egypt, 
requefting that he would fend them a defcendant 
of the houfe of Seleucus, whom they would imme- 
diately inveft with the fovereignty. Ptolemy, who 
was no friend to Demetrius, readily complied with 
the requeft ofthe Syrians, to whom he fent Alexan- 
der, furnamed Zebina, attended by a very confide- 
rable army. In confequence of this a defperate 
battle tpok place, in which Demetrius being totally 
defeated, he fled to Ptolcmais, where his wife 
Cleopatra then refided, not doubting but to find 
protection. In this, however, he foon found him-^ M 
felf miftaken ; for, on his arrival, he was denied €Xl "da^ 
trance into the city, fo that he betook him felf for 
refuge to Tyre, where, failing into the hands of his ^ 
enemies, they firft made him a prifoner, and then 2 ^"* 
put him to death. 

Alexander Zebinabcing nowpofiefied of theking- 
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<Iom of Syria, entered into a league with Hyrca- 
nus, the high-prieft, who was engaged, fome time 
after, in a war with Antiochus Grypus, the fon of 
Demetrius ; and a battle enfuing, Alexander was 
flain. Antiochus by- this means, obtained the king- 
dom of Syria ; but was intimidated from making 
war upon the Jews, upon hearing that Antiochus 
Cyzicenus, his brother, was, at that time, railing an 
army againft him in the town of Cyzycus. Indeed, 
he was fully employed in making preparations to 
fuftain the repeated attacks from this brother, who 
took hisfurname from the name of the place where 
he had his education* Antiochus Cyzicenus was 
the fon of Antiochus Soter, who was detained pri- 
soner by the Parthians. Cleopatra, as before ob- 
ferved had been wife to the two brothers, Dcme- 
. wthc trios and Antiochus. Upon the coming of Antio- 
SnrioDschus Cyzicenus into Syria, a perpetual animofity 
k^hert^ prevailed between the brothers, fo that ; .Hyrcanus 
HyreOToi. enjoyed an uninterrupted tranquillity ; for, after the 
*Su° death of Antiochus, he detached himfelf entirely 
the intereft f ro m the Macedonians, nor had h$ the leaftjeoncern 
tmty , with them either as an ally or a fubje&i In the days 

of Alexander Zebina his affairs were in a profperous 
ftate ; but more fo in the reign of the two brothers ; 
for, while they were annoying and harrafling each 
other with perpetual hoftilities, Hyrcanus .had full 
pofleflion of judcea, and an opportunity, of finding 
an ineftimable mafs of treafure. , His attention, in 
a word, was devoted to the promotion of the intereft 
of his country, regardlefs of, and deipidng, the 
altercations^ broils arid contentions, of the rival 
brothers'. 



CHAP. XVIII. 



tiring the contefl between the rival brothers^ Antiochus 
Grypus and Antiochus Cyzicenus. Hyrcanus takes and 
utterly d emolijbes Samaria . Hyrcanus attaches him} elf 
to the feff of the Sadducees^ and rclinquifhes that of the 
Pharifees. His death* 
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N confequence of thefe difturbandes in Syria, 
Hyrcanus marched at the head of am army to 

s£ thc ftron g cit y ^f Samaria, now called Sebafte, 
fince it was rebuilt by Herod, of which we fhall 
fpeak in due time and place. He was fo incenfed 
againft the Samarians, for the indignities they had 
offered the people of Manila, (a colony of the Jews, 
and confederate with them), that he determined to 
attack the place with the utmoft vigour. Upon fit- 
ting down beforeit, hebegirt the town witha large 
ditch, and a double wall, of eighty furlongs com- 
pafs ; and gave the conduct of the fiege to ms two 
•Ions, Antigonus and Ariftobulus. Though they 
were both young they profecuted the undertaking 
with the judgment of experienced warriors, and dis- 
played the greateft courage and magnanimity; in- 
fomuch that the befieged were fo preffed for want of 
provifionsas to be reduced totheneceffity of eating 
carrion. In this diftrefled fituation they applied for 
relief to Antiochus Cyzicenus, who came with the 
utmoft hafteat their requeft; but being routed by 
Ariftobulus, and purfuetl by the brothers as far as. 

Scythopolis, he with great difficulty efcaped being 
taken. 

The brothers then returned to Samaria, ancF 
forcing the people into the town again, renewed 
the fiege, which caufed them to repeat their appli- 
cations to Antiochus, who prevailed with Pto- 
lemy, furnamed Lathurus, for a (upply of fix thou- 
fand men ; but fo much againft the confent of his 
mother, as to endanger the lo(s of his kingdom. 
With thefe Egyptian auxiliaries Antiochusover-ran 
and ravaged the whole country of Hyrcanus, he not 
having, at that time, a body of forces fufficientto 
cope with him. His grand point in view was to divert 
Hyrcanus from the profecution of the fiege. Howe- 
ver, through furprizes, defertions, and other cafual- 
ties, he found his party, in a fhorttinie, fo diminifhed, 
that he committed the condu& of the Jewi/h war to 
his generals, Callimander and Epicrates,. and re- 
tired himfclf to Tripoli. Callimander, with more 
courage than conduct, ventured on a rafli encounter. 
No, 18. 



was immediately routed, and loft his life. Epicrates, 
from a principle of avarice, betrayed Scythopolis, 
and feveral adjacent towns, for money, to the Jews } 
fo that all hopes of relieving Samaria were cut off. 
At length, after a liege of a year's continuance, 
which fubjefted the inhabitants to the greateft dif- *^ r ^ jf 
trefles, it was furrendered to Hyrcanus, wlfo gave entirely 
orders for its total demolition ; after which he caufed d*^)** 1 - 
trenches to be dug in various parts acrofs the ground 
where it ftood,that it might not be after wardsrebuilt* 
There prevailed a ftrange,if not incredible, report, 
that, upon the day of the battle which the fons of 
Hyrcanus had with Antiochus Cyzicenus, it Was re- 
vealed to him, as he was alone in the temple, in a 
fupernatural manner, that his fons fliouid obtain 
the vicftory. This he not only declared immediately 
to the multitude on his coming out of the temple, 
but it was foon literally fulfilled. 

, The affairs of the Jewifli nation were now in a 
flourifhingftate, notonly in Jerufalem and through- profoeroni 
out Judaea, but in Alexandria, Egypt, and Cyprus : ™^ ioa 
for queen Cleopatra, being at variance with her fon Jew*. 
Ptolemy, delegated the command of her troops to 
Chelcias and Ananias, the fons of that Onias who 
ere&ed the temple in the territory of Heliopolis, 
according to the model of that at Jerufalem, a* 
before obferved. Thefe two per fo'ns were the queen's 
chief counfellors, according to the atteftation of ' 
Strabo,* the Cappadocian,wbo writes that, *• Great 
" numbers of thole that either came formerly with 
" us to Cyprus, or were fent thither afterwards by Te«mo* # 
" Cleopatra, immediately quitted the intereft of the ***** 
cc queen, and went over to Ptolemy ; only the Jews, 
<c that were of the party of Onias, ftood firm, from 
w the reverence they paid the queen on account of 
" the refpedt flie fhewed to Chelcias and Ananias, 
€i their friends and countrymen." 

The profperous ftate of affairs,, however, drew 
upon Hyrcanus, in a great meafure, the envy of the £Srs"he 
Jews, &nd particularly the Pharifees, a prevailing *^"^^f 
fedt aniongft them. The authority of thefe people rif«es. 
was fo great, from their pretence to extraordinary 
ftridtnefs in religion, that they obtained the moft 
diftinguifhed reputation and intereft amongft the 
multitude, whofc conduct they Could direA even in 
oppofition to the fentiments of the high-prieft, and 
'the heads* of the nation. Hyrcanus, having been 
educated among this fe ft, and being fearful leaft 
theif popularity might, in time, produce forac difa- 
greeable. confequences, ufed various means to gain 
their efteem* Among other meafures to effed: this, 
he one day invited feveral of their leading men to a 
fplendid entertainment, and, when his hofpitality 
had caufed a circulation of good humour, he arole 
from, his feat, and thus addrefled them: " Since, 
" m y g 0 °d friends, I profefs your principles, it is 
" fcarcely neceffary to obferve, that my molt fan- 
i€ guine wilhis to render myfelf acceptable to the 
ct Almighty by obfervingftridt juftice to my neigh- 
" hour. If I have violated my duty, it is your bu- 
c< finefs toadmonifhme ; anditfhallbeminetocffedt 
u a reformation in my conduct." 

As foon as Hyrcanus had finifhed this addrefs, 
the majority of the company gave him due applaufe, 
as a brave man and worthy governor. But one of 
the guefts, named Eleazar, a man of a malignant 
dilpofition, who had been hitherto filent, now arofe, 
and deliberately addrefled Hyrcanus as follows: 
Having declared yourfelf an advocate for truth 
and plain dealing, you cannot be offended if I 
" recommend a rcfignation of the high priefthood, 
' and that you apply yourfelf only to the difcharge 
of your authority Surprized at this, Hyrcanus 
alked Eleazar what reafon he had for giving him 
fuch advice. w Becaufe (replied the other) we are 
t% afTured, from authentic teftrmony, that , in rhc days sveme m 
" of Antiochus Epiphanes, your mother was a cap- w 
cc tive taken in the wars, and being therefore the fon Hyiauiua. 
" of a ftrange woman, y ou are incapable of the of- 



u fice and dignity of high-prieft 

As this allegation was known to be totally voi<t 
of truth, the company refeixted it with jnfk indig- 
nation j and Hyrcanus himlelf was fa exnfpera ted, 
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that lie vowed revenge againft the perfon who had 
uttered fo bafe a calumny. While he was in this 
difpofition, one Jonathan, an intimate friend of his^ 

l^abft the (^ut a zea * ous Sadducee) took the opportunity of 
ithtaitw. endeavouring to prejudice Hyrcanus againft the 

whole fedt of the Pharifees, To this end he fug- 
gefted to him, that it was not the lingle a<5t of Elea- 
zar, but a thing concerted by the whole party ; that 
Eleazar, in fpeaking it out, delivered the fentiments 
of the reft ; and that .the truth of his obfervation 

would be confirmed, on demanding what puniihment 
was. due to a man who. had uttered fo fcandalous a 
defamation of the charadter of the prince and high-* 
prieft of his nation. 

Hyrcanus took the advice of his friend Jonathan, 
and confulting the leaders of the Pharifees what 
punifhment fliould be infli&ed on the calumniator, 
they returned for anfwer, IC That, being a people 
cc inclined to mercy they did not adjudge defama- 
ic tion to be an offence deferving death; and that 
u they were of opinion, imprifonment and fcourg- 
" ing would be fufficient penalty , ,f This anfwer fully 
convinced Hyrcanus that what Jonathan had fug- 
gefted was true ; and, from that very moment, he 
renounces became a mortal enemy to the whole fed: of the 
IrinclTofchcPharifees, abrogated their traditional conftitutions, 
rharUecs, an d enjoined a penalty on all who fhould obferve 
?hofetFrhethem ; at the fame time renouncing their party, and 
saddncccs. going over to that of the Sadducees. This was the 

fource of that difrepute in which he and his fons 
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were afterwards held by the multitude, as will ap- 
pear indue order of time and place. 

It is here proper to obferve, that the Pharifees 
had many traditions handed down from father to 
fon, which are not to be found amongft the laws of 
Mofes ; and that thefe tranfa&ions are rejected by 
the Sadducees, from a perfualion that only the writ- 
ten laws are authoritative and binding. This, 
then, is the grand fubjed: of controverfy between 
the two parties ; the Sadducees being fupported by 
the great and opulent, and the Pharifees by the mul- 
titude. 

* 

Hyrcanus, having adjufted the late diflention, 
enjoyed the remaining part of his life in uninter- 
rupted peace and happinefs. After holding the ad- 
miniftration of all public affairs, both civil and ec- 
clefiaftical, for the fpace of thirty-one years, he paid 
Death and t ^ le debt of nature, and left behind jhim five ions. 



ment j but his mother, whom lie c6hfidefed as a v 
kind of rival in the fovcreignty, (Hyrcanus having Ma* 
left her all he could poflibly confer) j he ordered 
into clofe confinement, and configned his three rhr *tf} 
younger brothers to the fame fate. His cruelty, in bf *^ 
ihort, was fo horrid and unnatural, that he canted 
his mother to be ftarved to death in her coufiuemeiit j 
and afterwards facrificed the life of his favourite 
brother, upon malignant and groundlefs infinna* 
tions. It was,- indeed, fome time before he would 
credit thofe malicious reports, through the affe&ioti 
he bore for Antigonus,' and a fufpicion he enter- 
tained, that they arofefrom envy and malevolence. 
Antigonus, returning from an expedition, on which 
he had been fent by his brother, juft upon the fo- 
lemnity of the fcaft of tabernacles, and hearing that 
Ariftobuius was dangeroufly indrfpofed, went up to 
the temple attended by his guards in great ftate, iu 
order to offer up prayers for the reftoration of his 
brother's health. 

This being made known by the enemies' of An- Aaii . 
tigonus, they immediately repaired to the king, tel- »«J 
ling him it was high time to look to himfelf ; that §3 
his brother was gone up to the temple, in a drefs, and 
with a retinue far from becoming a private man; 
and that, in all probability, it would not be long 
before he would come with a troop qf armed foldiers, 
and, by dint of force, diveft him of his crown. 
Ariftobuius did not ffive credit to all that 



was 



reported concerning his brother ; but yet fuppo- 
ling there might be fome foundation for a part, 
he adopted fuch meafures for providing for his 
fafety , as he thought might elude fufpicion of his 
being apprehenfive of danger. As a neceflary pre- 
caution, therefore, he fent a meflenger to his bro- 
ther, with orders that he fliould put off his armour, 
and come to him ; concluding that if, purfuantto 
hisrequifition,he came unarmed, there wasno mi£ 
chief intended j but that if he did otherwife, there 
might be fome truth in what had been faid. Be- 
fore he difpatched the meffenger to Antigonus, he 
ordered his guards to be placed in a fubterraneous 
paflage that led from the palace to the temple) to 
watch his brother in his paflage j and if he came 
without arms, to fuffer him to pafsunmolefted j but 
if otherwife, inftantly to put him to death* But the fl*?* 
queen, and the reft of the confpirators, tampered^ 

with the meffenger, and prevailed with him to tell jgtf 
Antigonus, on the contrary, that the king being in- fc 
formed of his having an elegant fuit of armour, was 
defirous of feeinffit,, and therefore required thathe 
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and giver of all good gifts, worthy of three eminent 
dignities ; the civil government of the Jews, the 
high pricfthood, and the fpirit of prophecy ; which 
laft appeared from a Divine revelation, that his two 
eldcll fons fhould not long enjoy the government 
after the death of their father ; and his predi&ion 
was verified in the event, 

Hyrcanus was a mo ft excellent governor, and, 
from his prudent condudl, obtained more privileges, 
for the Jews than they had ever enjoyed fince the 
Bubylonifh captivity. He was a man of theftri&eft 
probity, and adminiftered juftice with fuch impar- 
tiality, as to acquire the general efteem of the people j 
fo that he lived refpe&ed, and died lamented, 

CHAP. XIX. 

Ariftobuius, the eldeft fon and fucceffor of Hyrcanus^ after 
exsreifing the moft horrid and unnatural barbarities^ 
and perpetrating the murders of his mother and brother 
Antiogomis 9 expires in all the horrors of confeience, hav*- 
ing reigned only a year. 

N the death of Hyrcanus, his eldeft fon, Arif- 
tobuius, fucceeded him, and determining to 
SmthS 00 change the form of government, put a crown on his 
a Cl hmf kead, and aflumed the title and dignity of king, 
of king! y Thishappened 481 years and three months after the 

return of the JeWs from the captivity of Babylon. 
Ariftobuius, though naturally of a cruel, fufpicious 
difpofition, profefled, on his acceffion, fo particular 
a regard for his next brother, Antigonus, that he 
admitted him as a kind of partner in the govern- J 
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attire. Antigonus, depending on the good faith of 
his brother, and fufpetfingno treachery, immedi- 
ately left the temple, completely armed as the met 
fenger found him) in obedience (as he thought) to 
the king's commands. Upon his coming to a place 
called the Tower of Straton, the guards, which, were 
pofted there to watch him in his paflage, fell 011 ai , 
him, and put him to death. This difafter may Juf- 
fice to fhew the power of calumny on the human 
mind, and prove that good difoofitions may be cor- 
rupted by its infernal fiiggeftions. But the mod 
extraordinary circumftance that attended it was the 
prediction of one Judas, a famous prophet of thofe 
times, whofe prefages never failed. This Judas, 
as he fa w Antigonus coming to the temple, exclaim-, 
ed among his difciples, that he was now weary of 
his life ; for Antigonus, whofe death he had pre-fes* 
faged upon that very day atStraton's Tower, wasra 
yet alive, the place being fix hundred furlongs off, 
and the day more than half fpent, fo that he. bad 
loft his reputation of a prophet for ever. While be 
was in this ftate of perplexity, the news arrived of 
Antigonus being flain in a fubterraneous paflage 
under the tower. This was called Straton's Tower* 
as well as that upon the coaft, which was afterwards 
knownby the name of Crefarea ; and this event fully 
reconciled the mind of the prophet. 

When Ariftobuius heard that his commands were 
executed in the death of his brother, he was (eiased^ 
with a confeientious remorfe. The borrows of his** 
mind increafed the diftcmper of his body, and fi>^ 
great were both, that he could find 110 cafe for the 
one, nor any cure for the other. 
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At length* his agonies increafing, lie fell into a 
violent vomiting of blood- As one of the fcrvants 
was conveying lome of the blood away in a vcflel, 
he fpilt a part of it on the very fpot where Antigo- 
iius had been flain, and where the ftains of his blood 
were ftill to be perceived. The fpe&ators, imagin- 
ing this tobetheeffe&of defign, fo loudly cxprefled 
their furprize as to be overheard by the Jung, who 
inftantly enquired the caufe. But as he became 
anxious to be informed, the people about him were 
the more defirous of concealing it. However, by 
the force of threats and entreaties, he at length pre- 
vailed on them to tell him ; but his defire was no 
fooner complied with, than {bedding abundance of 
tears, and fetching a deep figh, he broke into the 
following exclamation. 



Zoilus watched an opportunity for making an ad- 
vantage of thefe divHions, and fent the inhabitants 
of Ptolemais fomc occalional affiftancc. 

The befieged, in fine, had no hopes of relief, but 

from Egypt; and their principal dependance was Thepeopie 
upon Ptolemy Lathurus, who, having been com- oiptoie 1 --; 
pelled to evacuate his kingdom by his mother Cleo-^?fu^> 
patra, had retired to Cyprus. t They accordingly wrwiesny 
lent ambafladors to Ptolemy, requeuing his afiift- 
ance againft Alexander; at the fame time alluring 
him, there was every rcafon to believe the inhabi- 
tants both of Gaza and Ptolemais would declare in 
his favour on his entering Syria ; and that he wo 
be fupported by Zoilus, the Sidonians, and o 
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" The all-feeing Power hath dete&ed my ini- 
quity, and my brother's murder hath called down 
the vengeance of heaven upon me. 
fhall I hold that life which is fqrfeited to the blood 
of a mother and a brother? Rather, why do I 
not expire on a fudden, than thus yield my life 
drop by drop, as if the fevereft punifhment was 
cc inadequate to my guilt?" With thefe words he 
cave up the ghoft, having governed only one year, 
under the furname of Philelleri, that is to fay, a 
Lover of the Greeks. He did his country fome 
fervices, made war upon Itursea, and annexed a con-» 
fiderablcpartof it to the territory of Judaea, com- 
pelling the people, upon pain of banifliment, to 
live in conformity to the religious rites and cuftoms 
of the Jews. His chara&er is thus briefly defcribed 
by Strabo, in the name of Timagenes : u He was 
u a man of candour, and, in m2ny refpecfts, a friend 
" to the Jews ; for he enlarged their jurifUicfcion by 
" annexingto it Iturasa, unitingthep^oplealfo with 
<c one common bond of circumcifion." 



CHAP, XX. 

Alexander , on his acceffira to the throne^ befieges Ptole- 
mats. Quits the fiege^ and carries on a public plan, 
. with refpeSi to an affeSied attachment to the interefts 
both of Cleopatra and Ptolemy. Ptolemy invefts 
Ptolemais^ and takes the city ofJJfochis by ajjauh. 



neighbouring people. The king was fo elated 
thele alTurances, that lie fent word, by the ambafla- 
dors, he would immediately comply with their re-* 
queft, and accordingly gave orders for all poffible 
difpatch to be niadcin the equipment of a fleet for 
this enterprize. 

While this buGnefs was executing, one Demsene-i 
tus, a man of considerable intereft with the citizens 
of Ptolemais, reflecting, that the fteps they had taken 
mightbe produ<5Hve of ill cpnfequences, aflembled 
the people, whom he addrefTed to this effeeffc : 

■ 

■ 

u The point in queftion (faid he) is, whether it 
will be moft eligible to abide the event of the Deroen«a*' 
war, or tb accept of the relief we have requested : ^"people 
for, if We put ourfelves under the protection of (rom treat. 
Btolemy, inevitable flavery muft be the confe- 
quence. Danger is alfo greatly to be apprehended 
from- Egypt ; for it is not to be imagined that 
Cleopatra will remain inactive, while Ptolemy is 
preparing for war. She willfehd apowerful army 
topurfue and attack him unprepared. Befides, 
the queen is determined to drive him out of 
Cyprus j and when fhe finds him engaged in 
ftrengthening his intereft with the neighbouring 
provinces, (he will feize -the opportunity to eSett 
her purpofe* To give the argument another 
turn, let us fuppofe that Ptolemy will be driven 
back to Cyprus j we (hall then be left without 
fuccour, and he will have dangers to encounter 
that he may not at prefent apprehend," 
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This addrefs deftroyed the hopes that had been 
A RISTOBULUS was fucceeded on the throne |[ entertained by the people of the fuccefs of their em- 
A by his brother, Alexander tarings, who had JafTy, and of vvhich Ptolemy was informed during 

- " - - - "his paflage ; but notwithftanding tins, he refolved 

to proceed on his voyage, apd engage in the enter- 
prize to which he had been invited. He continued 
hiscourfe to Sicamin, where he landed his forces, 
which confifted of about thirty thoufand horfe and 
foot, and advanced at the head of them towards 
Ptolemais. When he came within fomc diftance 
of the place he dilpatched ambafTadors to inform 
them of his arrival and fituation; but, to his great 
furprize, they refufed to receive the meilage, 
or hold any intercourfe either with him or his 
agents, 

This difappointment greatly cmbarrafTcd Pto- 
lemy, who, while he was confidering whatmeafures 
to purfue, received a meflage from Zoilus, and the 
people of Gaza, rcquefting that he would imme- 
diately come to their alfiftance againft Alexander, 
who was committing great depredations in their 
territories, and whofe forces were too powerful for 
them tofubdue. 

* 

Tftiis folicitation was very agreeable toPotoIemy, 
who immediately marched his army to their relief; 
but Alexander, not thinking it advifeablc to hazard 
ah engagement with them, withdrew his army, and 
placed them in winter quarters. JJut though he had * 
raifed the fiege, arid "withdrawn all his troops, he 



been kept in prifon during the whole of the late 
reign ; but, on the deceafe of Ariftobulus, his wife, 
Salome, (by the Greeks called Alexandra) releafed 
him and his two brothers from confinement, and ad- 
vanced Alexander being the eldeft, to the regal dig- 
nity- It was the misfortune of Alexander to incur 
his father's averfion almoftas foon as hd was born, 
which was imputed to the following caufe. Hyrca*- 
nushad avifion one night, from which he obtained 
information upon enquiry, that Alexander fhould 
fuccced him in his government ; arid the information 
was conveyed by a lively reprefentatiofr of the figute 
of his fucceflbr. Ariftobulus and Antogbiius, being 
his favourites, and Hyrcarius finding that neither 
of them was defigned by this figure, he applied it to 
Alexander, under the double mortification both of 
his crown and his fortune falling to a younger fon, 
Alexander, upon this account^ was fent for educa~ 
tioninto Galilee ; but the event, however, anfwef ed 
the prediction for Alexander, upon the death of 
Ariftobulus, entered upon the adminiftratiori, and 
taking dfronc of his brothers that would have fap- 
plantcd him, treated the other with great honour 
though in the contented ftatc of a private life. 

As foon as Alexander had fettled the affairs of 
ftatc, he marched with an army to Ptolemais, and 
^T" a t c ™ eet ingwithtJhe enemy, adefperate battle enfued*, 
^edition 111 which Alexander proved viitorious, beat the 

S. Pt0 ' enem y into ^e town, and then fhut them up in it. 

There was only this place and Gaza, of all the fea- 
coaft towns, that ftood out, befide Dora and the 
Tower of Straton, which was in the hands of Zoilus. 
Antiochus Phiiometor, and his brother, Antiochus 
Cyzicenns, were fo wafted with the war, in which 
* they were engaged with each other, that the people 

of Ptolemais could expect no relief from either. 
No. i3. ■ 
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knew he was unable to cope with Ptolemy, and 
therefore thought of effe&ing that by policy which 
lie could not by force. To this purpoie he entered 
into a treaty with Ptolemy, engaging to pay him 
four hundred talents of filver, on condition that he 
would deliver Zoilus and his territories into hi$ 
handst 

■ 

This Ptolemy Lathurus agreed to do, and accords 
ingly foon after got Zoilus into his cnflody ^feuf 
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being informed that, at this very time, Alexander 
was clandeftinely treating with Cleopatra, to bring 
her upon him with all her forces,, he looked upon 
the covenant as void, and inftantly laid fiege to Pto- 
lemais, where the gates Were fhut againft hint. Up- 
on this he divided his army, leaving one part before 
the town to carry on the fiege, and marched off 
himfelf with the remainder to lay wafte the coun- 
try of Judasa. f Alexander, art the other hand, to' 
counteract the defign of Ptolemy, levied an army 
of his own people, (fome fay of fifty, and others of 
eighty, thoufand men,) and with it advanced 
againft the enemy ; while Ptolemy, in the mean 
' e* taking the aid vantage of a fabbath-day, fell 
a Alfochis, a city of Galilee, and took it by 
ault, with ten thoufand prifoners, 1 arid an im- 
menfe booty; 

C It A P. xxi. 

V 

Ptolemy Lathurus defeats Alexander, who is dffenvards 
joined by Cleopatra. Ptolemy driven out of Egypt. 
Ptolemais taken by ajfault. A horrid maffacre at 
Gaza. Rebellion of the Jews againft Alexander. 




H 



armies 
come to 
a&ion. 



AVING fubdued Aflbchis, Ptolemy, elated with 
fuccefs, made an aflault upon Sepphoris, a 
fepitSS at place not far diftant from that which was deftroyed ; 
sepphom. but, in this attempt, he was defeated, and fuftained 

great lofs. He then led his army againft Alexander, 
whom he found in the neighbourhood of Afbphus, 
near the river Jordon, and encamped juft over 
againft the enemy. Alexander had in his van eight 
thoufand of thofe they called Hecatontomachi. 
Thefe were all armed with brazen bucklers, as 
were alfo fome of Ptolemy's men in the front ; 
but the generality of them not being fo well armed 
as their adver faries, were rather difinclined to come 
to an engagement. Philoftcphanus, however, a man 
of great military (kill and experience, and the chief 
officer under Ptolemy,gave them all poflible encou- 
ragement, telling them, if they behaved courage- 
oufly, there was no doubt of their fuccefs againft 
the enemy. The firft word of command was to 
pafs the river that parted the two armies, which 
Alexander did not attempt to oppofe, in confi- 
dence of vhflory, if he could but engage them with 
the river behind, to cut off the retreat. When the 
two armies met a moft defperate battle enfued, 
which, for fome time, was fuftained with great 
bravery by both parties, and with doubtful fuccefs. 
At length, on a body of Ptolemy's troops giving 
way, viftory feemed to incline to Alexander ; but 
Wiiloftephanus coming to their relief with a fea- 
fonable reinforcement, the Jews were entirely 
touted, with great (laughter. Some relate that 
thirty thoufand men were flain in that battle : but, 
according to Timagenes, in his hiftory, the num- 
ber amounted to fifty thoufand. The reft were 
either taken prifoners, or compelled to fave them- 
fcatcX felves by a precipitate flight. 

After this carnage Ptolemy went to fome villages 
belonging to the Jews, and commanded his foldiers 
to murder the woman and children, and then put 
their bodies into vefTels of water, which were to be 
placed over fires. He is faid to have had recourfe 
to this bloody device in order to ftrike terror into 
thofe who had efcaped by flight, by making them 
think that his army was accuftotned to feed on the 
flefli of the enemy. This horrid tranfadlion is con- 
firmed by the joint teftimony of Strabo, and Nico- 
laus of Damafcus. The fame forces alfo took Pto- 
lemais by force. 

Cleopatra now became fo fenfible of the over- 
grown power of her fon, from the reduction of 
Gaza, and the laying wafte of Judasa, that flie 
thought it rieceffary to curb his ambition, which 
might prompt him to attempt the invafion of 
Egypt. Upon this precaution fhe muftered, with 
the utmoft expedition, all the force fhe could pof- 
fibly raifc, both naval and military, conftitutiug 
Chelcias and Ananias, two Jews, her commanders 
in chief of the diftin£t departments. She fent the 
greateftpart of her treafure, with hcrlaft will and 
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teftaimcnt, and her grand-children, to the ifle of* * 
Coas, and ordered a powerful fleet into Phoenicia Bc %< 
to keep that province in awe, while flie hcrfelf pro- Vt9km ^ 
ceeded toPtolcmais, and being refufed admittance, 
laid fiege to the city. 

Ptolemy receiving intciligcnte of this, quitted 
Syria, and haftened into Egypt, imagining that, ar- 
riving fo unexpectedly, and in the .vbfence of the 
queen,, he flmuld find the country in a defencclefs 
ftate j but he was much disappointed in his expecta- 
tion. At this time Cleopatra had the misfortune " 
to lofe Chelcias,- one of her generals, as he was in 
purfuit of Ptolemy in Coelo-Syria. 

When Cleopatra heard of Ptolemy's mifcarriage 
in his attempt upon Egypt, flie fent a ftrong de- 
tachment after him,' which drove him out of the 
country, and forced him to return, and take up his 
winter quarters in Gaza J while ilie, in the mean Tak 
time, took the city and garrifon of Ptolemais byaty^l 
aflault. Upon this Alexander repaired to her with 8arrifofl - 
many valuable preft nts, and was kindly received by \ 
the queen, who considered him a3 an unhappy * 
prince, who, under the perfecution and opprellion 
of a common enemy, had fled to her for prote&ion. 
Some of her counfellors advifed her to embrace this 
opportunity of feizing both on Alexander and hisaidtS 
dominions : but this motion was warmly oppofed Jfjjjjgjtf 
by Ananias, who reprefented to her the great dan- the jc* 
ger, as wellasinjuftice, of fuch aprocedure, which 
would be deemed a violation of the laws of hofpi- 
tality and common faith, as well as incur the ill- 
will of every few upon the face of the earth that 
had the intereft of his country at heart. The queen 
was fo pleafed with the plain dealing of Ananias in £^ 
this cale, that flie not only forbore every rigour to-ieagwiiti 
wards Alexander, but entered into a league of Mcmitt > 
friendfhip with him at Scy thopolis, a city of Coelo- 

Syria. ^ 

Alexander, thus delivered from the power, and ffl4kc *« 
confequently the fear, of Ptolemy, made an expe-^fcaT 
ditioninto Ccelo-Syria* where, after a ten months ^ 
fiege, he took Gadar, and after that Amathus, a 
very ftrong fortrefs belonging to the inhabitants 
above Jordan ; the place where Theodotus, the fon 
of Zenp, in the fury of revenge, fell upon the Jews 
by furprize, cut off ten thoufand of their men, an d Tea ^ 
took Alexander's baggage. But this unexpe&ed fcodj™ 
difafter did not divert himfrom his defign upon Ra- 
phia, a fea-coaft town, and Athedon, which was af- 
terwards, by Herod, called Aggripiades, both which 
he reduced by force- 
Ptolemy, by this time, had left Gaza, and retired 
to Cyprus. Cleopatra had alfo returned to Egypt ; 

fo that Alexander took the occafion of revenging Ainak' 
himfelf upon the people of Gaza, for calling in Pto-kjjT 1 
lemy to their fuccour, and therefore laid liege to 
the town, and, at the fame time, harraffed their coun- 
try. While Alexander was before the place, Apol- 
lodotus,theirqommander,madeadc{peratefaUy,one 

night, with two thoufand mercenaries, and ten thou- 
fand of the citizens, well armed, upon the camp of Think 
the Jews. During the night the beneged prevailed, Jjg^ 
upon an apprelienfion of the enemy, that they were'ebtor 
attacked by Ptolemy. But when day -light appear- 
ed, and freed them from that apprehenfion, the 
Jews rallied, and fo furioufly charged the; garrifon, 
that they deftroyed a thoufand of their men. Not- 
withftanding this defeat, the people of Gaza were 
determined to encounter all difficulties of number, 
force, nay famine itfelf, rather than fubmit to the 
enemy. They were encouraged to peril ft in thisre- 
fblution by Aretas, an Arabian prince, who had pro- 
mifed to come at the head of a large body offerees, • 
to their afliftance ; but, before his arrival with the, 
fupply, the place was reduced, through the bafe 
treachery of Lylimachus, brother to Apollodotus, 
who, envying the credit and eftccmhe had fojuftly 
acquired by his defence of the place, firft ?aufed 
him to be flain, and then delivered up the city 
Alexander. This prince, on his ih;ft entrance, affect- 
ed a degree of moderation and lenity ; but the very 
appearance foon vaniflied ; for he turned his foldiers 
loofc among the people, with a commiflion at large, 
to kill, burn, and deftroy at plenfure ; fo that the 
moft dreadful fecnes of barbarity took place that ^ 
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*W ml cart poflibly be conceived* The inhabitants, finding 
SS*?thc they were to have no quarter, ftood upon their de- 
inhii>itanfsf encc>a nd fold their lives at fo dear a rate, that, in 
tori?* the general carnage, Alexander loft nearly as many 

of his own men as he killed of the enemy. Some 
bf the inhabitants fct fire to their own houfes, that 
they might not be plundered by the enemy ; and fbme 
went evenfo far as to lay violent hands upon their 



from whence, .with infinite difficulty, lie made fhift 
to clear himfelf, and got fafe to Jerusalem. This 
difafter was followed by a fix years rebellion, during JnlJtn* 
which were flain no lefs than fifty thoufand lews. ««wiion 



phus, who was affaffinated by the treachery of He- 
raclean; in the forty-fifth year of his life, and nine 
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wives and children, choofing rather that they fhould 
die in freedom than live in bondage* The magi- 
ftracy of the town happened to be in council when 
thefe barbarous troops entered ; and the fenat ors, to 
the number of five hundred, retired to the temple 
of Apollo for fan&uary ; but they were allflaugh- 
tered to a man : the town was facked and levelled ; 
and Alexander, after a year fpent before it, returned 
to Jerufalem. 
During thefe tranfa&ions fome material revolu- 
Aauochui tions td&k place in the court of Syria. The firft 
G'yp ha !. was the death of Antiochus, otherwife called Gry- 

foccecded 

bf his foa 

and twentieth of his reign. His fon Seleucus, who 
Andodws fucceededhim foon after his acceflion, waged war 

with his uncle Antiochus, called Cyzicenus, whom 
he defeated in battle, and afterwards put to death. 
aa After his deceafe his fon Antiochus, furnamed Eu- 

dcaSopon febes, being greatly beloved by the people, was 
sricccus. crowne£ j a t Arad, immediately made war upon Se- 
leucus, defeated and drove him out of Syria. Se- 
leucus fled for fafety to Cilicia, where, in requital 
for the inhofpitable reception he met with, he treat- 
ed the inhabitants with the greateft tyranny, and 
fubje&ed them to enormous taxes, fo that, incenfed 
thereby to the higheft degree, they fet fire to the 
palace, and he; with his attendants, pferifhed in the 
flames. 

While Antiochus Cyzicenus was in pofleflion of 
the government of Syria, there was another Antio- 
chus, the brother of Seleucus who waged war 
with him, in which he loft his life and his army. 
After this his brother Philip took the crown, and 
inrhego- governed part of Syria. Ptolemy Lathurus, upon 
Jffy£! T this, fent for his fourth brother from Guidus, called 

Demetrius Eucaerus, and conftituted him king of 
Damafcus. Antiochus maintained a powerful op- 
pofition to thefe brothers for the time he lived j but, 
being called to the afliftance of Laodice, queen of 
the Galadenites, he was flain in the field of battle, 
with his fword in his hand, and fell like a man of 
honour. After his death the government of Syria 
defcended to his own brothers, Philip and Deme- 
trius. 

Alexander, on his return to Jerufalem, found 
things in a very different fituation to what he had 
expelled ; for thepeople, being incenfed at his con- 
duct, were ripe for an open rebellion, of which 

It 



The king, wearied with Inteftine broils, fought for 
a reconciliation with his people, and, to that end, 
afked them upon a public occafitin, what condud: 
they could wiftihim to purfue to give them fatis- 
fa&ion. They replied, with one voice, " That he 
u fhould cut his own throat and thereupon en- 
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Demetrius Eucerus overcomes Alexander^ and afterwards 
retires from the country. Additional infiances of the 
cruelty of Alexander. Demetrius is carried prijoner to 
P art h i a y where he dies. 
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DEMETRIUS, in confeqiience bf this applica- 
tion, marched with a confiderable army into 
Jiidasa* where being joined by that of the Jews, lie 
encamped near Shechem ; the whole number of his 
forces amounting to 3000 horfe, and 40,000 foot; 
Alexander marched againft this formidable army 
with fix thoufand foreign mercenaries, and about 
twenty thoufand Jews, who flill maintained their 
allegiance. 

While the two armies were encamped within fight 
bf each other, they both had recourfe to the fame 
kind of ftratagem, to take advantage, and increafe 
their ftrength. Demetrius endeavoured to induce 
Alexander's mercenaries to defert and join him j Mexen&r 
and Alexander was equally folicitous to gain over J^JJwft^ 
the Jews in the army of Demetrius ; but neither Demetria*. 
party was able to prevail. At length a delperate 
battle took place, which was fupported with great 
courage and refolution for fome time, till Vidtory 
declared in favour of Demetrius* All the foreign 
troops of Alexander were loft to a man, and died 
valiantly fword in hand. Demetrius alfo fuftained 
great loft. The greateft part of Alexander's forced . 
were fo miferably broken, that he was obliged to f£a jewi 
fly with them for fhelter to the adjacent mountains ; jo» 
where, by a fudden compunction for his misfor- AiSa^der. 
tunes, near fix thoufand Jews came up to him, and 
joined him. This circumftance proved very alarm- 
ing to Demetrius, who apprehending that the reft 

of the Jews in his army might follow the example ftomtho 
of thofe who had deferted* abandoned all thoughts fcacofwar 

of continuing the war, and, drawing off his forces, 
retired into Syria. 

But the Jews, notwithftanding the departure of 
Demetrius, continued to profecute the war againft jj 



Demetrius 
rerircs 




they very foon gave him ample demonftration. It II Alexander ; though they were baffled and routed m 
happened, foon after his return, to be the time for almoft eveI T encounter. At length, however, he Alexander 
celebrating the feaft of tabernacles, during which it "me to a decifiye battle with them, cut off the 

- greater part, and obliged the reit to fly for protec- Jews. 

tion to a place called Bethama, which was fortified 
by nature and art. Alexander laid clofe liege to 
them and forcing the town, carried the people prl- Praaifcs 
fbners to Jerufalem, where he exercifed themoftexe- cn e moft. 
crable barbarities that can be imagined. As he was j^f*^ 
feafting with his concubines, part of his entertain- 
ment was to treat the company with the fpe<ftacle of 
eight hundred Jews hangmg at the fame time, to- 
gether with their wives and children ; and, to in- 
creafe the horror of the dreadful fcene, he ordered 
the throats of fome to be cut in fight of thfc reft. 

Rebellion in fubje&s is undoubtedly highly crimi- 
nal, and greatly aggravated'by their joining foreign 
powers againft their lawful prince, which was cer- 
tainly the cafe with refpedt to the fubjefts of Alex- 
ander, infomuch, that he was reduced to the necef- 
lity of furrendering to the king of Arabia what he 
had taken from the Moabites and Galaadites, as a . 
compofitionnot to aflift his revotled fubjefts againft 
him ; but jet all thefe confiderations^are not fuffici- 
ent tojuftify the exercife of inhuman cruelties. His 
rigour, in fhort, was fo deteftable, that the Jews 
gave him the appellation of Thracidas*. About 



Aftfition was a cuftom among the Jews to carry in their 

hands branches of citron or palm-trees. As Alex- 
ander was preparing to aflift at the folemnity as 
high-prieft, the multitude had the infolence to throw 
citrons at him, and make ufe of very opprobrius 
language, telling him he was aflave, and unworthy 
to go up to the holy altar to offer folemn facn- 
fices. This treatment enraged him to fuch a de- 
gree, that ordering his foldiers to f all upon them, 
no lefs than fix thoufand were inftantly put to 
six thou ^ eat h* After this he caufed the cowrt of the priefts 
findofthc to be furrounded with a wooden partition to prevent 
Sjwto people from coming near him while he was of- 

nciating as high-prieft ; and, to fecure his perfon 
againft all future attempts, he hired mercenaries 
fromPifidia and Cilicia, notdaringto trufthisown 
countrymen. 

Having by thefe means, in fome meafiire, put a 
ftop to the tumults at home, Alexander marched 

Afexaad k? s f° rces in purfuit of new conquefts, fubdued 

rnrfoM and an .^ * a *d the Moabites and Galaadites under con- 
^con- tr ^ ut i°n, and deftroyed Amathus, without theleaft 
qacas. " oppofition from Theodorus. He made war upon 

Obed, the king of Arabia but falling into ambufh 
near Gadara, in Galilee, he was forced, by a prefs of 
camels, into themouthof a narrow craggy paflage, 
No. 18. 



* TheThracians were remarkably cruel and blood/, as appears frnmThucydides 
and other hiltorians. 
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eight thoufand of the army, who made their efcape 
by night, fpent their time in a kind of exile during 
the lite of Alexander, who, after this tumult, en- 
joyed a peaceable reign, without any interruption 
from his fubje&s. 

Demetrius went from Judaea to Bersea, where his 
brother Philip was, and, withan army of 10,000 foot, 
and 1000 horfe,laid fiege to the town. Strator, the 



prince of the place, and a friend to Philip, called 

rr%n **' an Arabian prince, and 



thcrs De* 

?h£w^rinto his affiftance Zizus, 

a^unftcachMithridatesSinaces, the Parthian general, who with 
othcr * a powerful army, attacked Demetrius, and prefl'e J 

him hard both with darts and arrows, which, toge- 
Demetriuf ther with drought for want of water, forced him and 
iyanqtuih-the people to mrrendcr. Demetrius was taken pri- 
prifoncr to foner, and fent as a prefent to Mithridates, a Par- 
and'therc ^ an prince, who treated him with great honour and 
<Uet. refpedt; but he was foon taken off by a malignant 

diftemper. Philip afterwards repaired to Antioch, 
ceadi?he and enteredupon the government of the wholeking- 
throneof dom of Syria. 

Syria. J 



CHAP. XXIII. 



Antiochus Dionyfius y and after him Aretas 9 make ex- 
peditions into Judea* Alexander makes feveral con- 
quefts ; depofes Demetrius^ returns to Jerufalem^ and 
there dies, having given his laft counjeL to his queen 
Alexandra. 

DURING the late tranfactions Antiochus, other- 
M m wife called Dionyfius, having an eye upon Da- 

DionvGns mafcus, got pofTeffion of the place, and caufed him- 
Egof^felf to be proclaimed king there. The tidings of 
Damafcas. this adventure brought his brother Philip in all 

hafte to Damafcus, where, by tampering with Mi- 
lefius, the governor of the fort, he was quietly re- 
ceived into the town . But, to difguife the matter, he 
. . ,. gave the officer no reward, left he ihould be thought 
appointed" to come in rather by treachery, than the influence 
'caationof^^ authority. Milefius, however, retaliated upon 
Fuppbnt?ng him j for Philip being abroad , taking exercife at the 
Atuiochut c i rcuSj he flrat the gates upon him, referved the 

Antiochus city for Antiochus, who, upon thefirft intelligence, 
is aam and polled from Arabia, and, with an army of 8~oo 



his army 
routed. 



A Woody 
battle be- 
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deep ditch from Caparfaba, now called Antipatris, 
up to the very fea of Joppa, which was the only ac- 
cellible way to the town. He eredted a wall alfo, 
with feveral wooden towers at intervals, which he 
carried on for an hundred and fifty furlongs in 
length, and there waited for Antiochus, upon whofe 
arrival a moft defperate battle enfued. Antiochus, 
at firfl", had fo much the advantage, that he thought 
himfelf fecure of vidtory ; but obferving one of 
the wings of his troops in danger of being over- 
powered, he eagerly prcfled to its relief, and fell 
in the attempt, at which his troops were fo difpi- 
rited, that they threw down their arms and flew to 
Cana, where the greater part of them periflied by 
famine. 

Aretas came next to the government of Coelo- 
Syria, upon the choice of the people of Damafcus, 
from a fpirit of oppofitipn to Ptolemy, the fon of 
Mcnnsexis. He entered Judsea with an army, over- 
threw Alexander near Addida, and then, upon terms 
of accommodation being fettled between them, re- 
turned to Damafcus. Alexander then went in pur- 
fuitofnew conquefts, took Dion by aflault, and 
thence marched to EflW, where Zeno's treafure lay, 
which was of ineftimable value. He firft raifed 
three walls about it and then took it by ftorm, as 
he did afterwards Gaulana and Seleucia, the vale 
of Antiochus, and the fortrefs of Gamala. Many 
mifdemeanours being alledged to the charge of De- 
letrius, who had formerly the government of thefe 
places, he divefted him of his authority 5 and, after 
a fuccefsful expedition of three years continuance, 
returned to Jerufalem. 

By virtue of fuch numerous conquefts, the terri- 
toriesofthe Jews were greatly extended at this time. 

They were inpoflTeflion of Syria, Idumasa, and Phoe- 



nicia ; the tower of Straton upon the fca, Apollonia, 
Joppa, Jamnia, Azotus, Gaza, Antijcdojt, Ra- 

Rhinocura J and, in the midland of Adora' 



phia, 

and Mariffa, ail Samaria, 



and the mountains of 



foot, and Soohorfe, marched directly into Judaea. 

Alexander, upon thisincurfion, dreto a large and cc 



Carmcl and Itabyr ; alfoScythopolis, Gardara,Gau- 
lanhis, Seleucia, and Gabala. In the land of the 
Moabitesthcy hcldElfcbon, Mcdaba, Lemba., Oron, 
Tclithon, Zara, Cilicia, Aulon, and Pclla. This 
laft they demolifhed for refilling to conform to their 
laws and cultoms. 

■ 

After thjs Alexander became violently addicted 
to intemperance, and having, on a certain occation, 
drank to great excefs, he fell fick, and was after- £1"^ 
wardsfeized with a quartan ague, which was fopow- fcmeda. 
erful as to baffle the (kill of the ableft phyficians. tcm?tr% 
He wasaffli&ed with this diftemper for three years, 
during which time he not only continued his atten- 
tion to the affairs of government, but likewife pro- 
fecuted feveral military undertakings, till at length, 
being quite exhaufted, he was forced to fubmit, and 
expired upon the frontiers of the country of the Ge- 
rafens, at the fiege of the caftle of Ragaba, on the 
further fide of the river Jordan. 

When his queen Alexandra, who attended him 
to this place on account of his indifpolition, found 
he was near his end, Ihe was greatly perplexed in 
her mind, from the precarious ftate in which (he 
and her children muft inevitably be left on his de- 
ceafe. In the height of her melancholy reflections 
flie broke out into the following exclamation 1 : 
44 My beloved partner, what will be the fate of 
your wife and children, if deprived of your pro- 
tection, and expofedto the mercy of your inve- 
terate foes I" In anfwer to this, he gave his wife 

the following advice, which were the laft words he 
was heard to utter. 

44 1 particularly requeft (faidhe) that you ftriftly 
44 follow the directions I am now about to give you. 
44 As the only effe&ual means to fecure a peaceable derail 
44 fucceffion to yourfelf and children, keep my de-**^ 
44 ceafe a profound fecret from the army till the caf- ^m.*- 
44 tie {hall be fubdued : then repair in triumph to 
44 Jerufalem with the news of vidfcory ; and let your 
principal care be to ingratiate yourfelf into the 
efteem of the Pharifees ; for your future welfare 
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will depend principally on the intereft you form 
with that fedt, to whofe opinions thofe of the 
multitude are entirely fubfervient. . Thepopular 
clamour againft me has been raifed by an oppo- 
44 fition to them. On your arrival at jerufalem, 
44 fend for the principal men among the Pharifees, 
44 expofe my dead body before them, and fay, that, 
44 from a veneration for their piety and juftice, you 
44 refign the body, either to be allowed the cere- 
mony of interment, or to be treated with contempt 
and indignity, as their discretion fhall didtatej 
44 and, at the fame timeaffiire them that, in this, and 
all other matters of a public nature, you will ob- 
ferve an implicit obedience to their authority- 
44 Follow this counfel, and there isno doubt but my 
44 remains will be favourably interred, and yourfelf 
44 and offspringbeeftabliftiedinthe dignities of the 
" royal ftation 99 

■ 

Thus clofed his counfel ami life in the 49th year & b& 
of his age, and 2.7th of his reign. 
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AS foon as the fortrefs of Ragaba had furrender- 
ed, Alexandra, purfuant to the dying counfel 
of her hufband applied herfelf to the Pharifees, 
and fubmitted the difpofal both of the body and the dgjj 
government to their abfolutepleafure and dire&ion. 
This alluring method of proceeding conciliated the jfcj " ' 
efteem of thofe who had been her moft inveterate 
enemies ; infomuch, that the moft eminent amongU 
them harangued the multitude on the glorious 
exploits of their deceafed fovereign Alexander, and 
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the irreparable lofs of fo excellent a prince, arid 
by fuch culogiums, raifed their paffiops to fo great 
a degree, thai they declared. him more wprtny.thc* 
honour of a funeral folemnity than any of his pre- 

decellbrs. . # . p ■ % • : . 

Alexander, at his death, left behind him two fons, 

Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus ; but committed the re- 
gency to his queen Alexandra. Hyrcanus, the elder 
brother, was of an indolent difpo/ition, and confe- 
quently difqualified for the cares and intrigues of 
the Hate. Ariftobulus, the younger, on the con- 
trary, was active and refolute ; and the mother had 
acquired great popularity by the difapprobatiqn fhe 
now difcovered for the exceptionable parts, of her 

hufbrmd's adminiftration during his life. Through 

danced j ier prevailing inter eft, Hyrcanus was promoted to 
,rt Etocaci. the dignified office of high-prieft ; not fromfeniority 

or abilities, but rather through a perfuafion that his 
difpolition would never prompt him to afpire to the 
crown- 

But notwithftanding thefe inftances of fagacity, 
flie was little more than a tool in the hands of the 
Theqtjeen pharifees j for although (he had the name of fove- 
iucltdc^ reign, fhe fubmitted the conduft of all public af- 

lePh«?- ^ a * rs to l ^ tir difcretion, and gave it in charge to 
fw. *""the common people to pay them all obedience. 

She alfo enjoined the revival of the Pharifaical 
ordinance's and traditions, which her father-in Jaw 
Hyrcanus had obtained, and gave the fan&ion of 
her name and authority to the a&s and deeds of 
the leaders of her favourite fed:. Hence they 
recalled exiles, fet prifoners at liberty, and, in 
divers inftances, affumed even royal prerogative. 
In fome cafes, indeed, fhe aferted authority, and 
particularly in augmenting her forces to fiich a 
degree, and retaining in pay a band of mercena- 



ries, to keep the adjacent countries in awe, as ap- 
peared from the fecurity they gave her onhoftages 
for their good behaviour, Her reign would have 
been peaceable, but for the vexatious importunies 
of the Pharifees, who were incefTantly fuggefting 
Theyexer- to her arbitrary and unpopular meafures. They 
toOTthc prefled her for juftice upon all thofe at whofe in- 
jeopic. ftigation and advice the eight hundred rebels had 

been put to death in Jerufalem. At their inftance 
Diogenes was cut off, as w T ell as many others who 
were fo unfortunate as to incur their difpleafure. 
At length the leading men among them, who had 
been the late king's friends and adherents, went 
iSlh'^in a body to the queen, with Ariftobulus,- her 

SiwaS* y oun S er * on » at the head of them, to remonftrate 
Sefithe againft fuch proceedings. Having obtained an 
^ecnupon audience, they Jaid before her their grievances in 
tion! > *" the raoft affe&ing manner, while Ariftobulus ma- 

nifefted, by his countenance, the abhorrence he 
entertained for the public meafures. They repre- 
fented to her that, intheutmoft extremity of dan- 
ger, they had preserved an uniform loyalty to their 
late fovereign, who had generoufly rewarded 
their fervices, and therefore earneftly begged that, 
fince they had efcaped the perils of war, they might 
not be facrificed to the malevolence and treachery of 
their domeftic enemies. They told her that, if their 
perfecutors would proceed no farther in their fan- 
uinarj' purpofe, they would, from a refpe&to their 
uperiors, fupprefs future complaints on what had 
been already perpetrated. They obferved that, to 
countenance the declared enemies of her deceafed 
con fort, at the expencc of his approved friends, 
would be a fevere reproach upon her honour ; and 
Arctas, the Arabian king, and feveral other hoflile 
princes, would enjoy a peculiar pleafure in hearing 
that flie had drawn from her court thofe men who 
had once been lb powerful that their very names 
had ftruck a terror into their enemies. They con- 
cluded with faying, that, if fhe was determined to 
yield every confideration to the ambition of the 
Pharifees, and that no regard was to be paid to their 
paft fervices, they had only one requeft tomake, and 
that was, that they might be permitted to return 
into the different fortrefTes of the kingdom, where 
they would terminate a miferable exiftence, ho- 
nourably fharing the common calamities which 
feemed to await the friends of the deceafed king. 

Thefe expoftulations greatly diftrefTed the queen, 
who, for fome time, knew not how to a&, being 




fearful, if /he fhould give countenance to the peti- 
tioners, flic might incur the difpleafure of the Pha- 
rifees, of whom they continually flood in dread. 
At length fhe rcfolved on complying with., their 
laft requeft, and therefore confented to their re- 
turning to the feveral garrifons and places 'of 
strength, throughout the kingdom ; but with this 
rcftri&ion, that they fhould not enter Hyrcainia, 
Alexandra, or Macheras ; becaufc in thofe places 
fhe had depofitjed her jewels, and. other valuable 
treafures. Soon after this flie lent her fon Arifto-.Arift 




bulus, with an army, towards Damafcus, to chaf- ^ 
tile Ptolemy, furnamed Mennasus, who had greatly (niexpedi- 
annoyed the adjacent provinces; but he fliortly tfe- *?olcmy? 
turned from that expedition without doing any 

thing of moment. , 

While- affairs were in this fltuation, intelligence 
was received that Tigranes, king of Armenia, had 
Advanced with an army 0^50,000 men into Syria, aganfttbc 
with a defign to penetrate into Judasa. Alexandra j^ ,Sc 
^yas fo alarmed at this intelligence, that. Ihe' dis- 
patched ambafTadors to Tigranes, with confidera- 
ble prefents, hoping thereby to procure his friend- 
fhip, and avert the impending danger that threa- 
tened her dominions. Tigranes was at that time 
before Ptolemais ; and the ambafTadors acquitted AppUcatt- 
themfelves fo well before him on the behalf of JJfijJj* 
Alexandra, and the whole nation of the Jews, dorsof. 
that, with every inftance of acknowledgment for c ^^^ 
the honour of the embafly, he gave them afliirances received. 

of all good offices in return. Upon the reduction 
of Ptolemais, intelligence was brought him of the 
rout of Mithridates, by Lucullus, the Roman ge- 
neral ; of his elcape from the purfuit into Iberia ; 
and that Lucullus, when he found he could not 
overtake him, had entered Armenia, which he was £-§5*22* 
ravaging ; fo that Tigranes was under a neceflity army.re- 
of immediately drawing off his forces, and march- tome, 
ing with all expedition to the defence of his own 
dominions. 

The queen, fome time after this, being feized with 
a dangerous fat of ficknefs, gave Ariftobulus a ^ a * r ^Jjj* 
opportunity of attempting what he had long de-c^nofobT 
figned, the fupplan ting his brother Hyrcanus, both ^J**** 
in the priefthood and fovereignty . Having comma- meat. " 
nicated his defign to his wife (whom, with his chil- 
dren, he left in Jerufalem) he one night privately 
left the city, and vifited all the caftles and forts in 
which his father's friends had been placed in garri- 
fons. Ariftobulus had been long difgufted at the 
conduct of his mother j but when he came to refiedt 
on the precarious ftate of her health, the danger, as 
well as difgrace, to which the family would be ex- 
pofed, from the overgrown power of the Pharifees, 
in cafe of her death, and that Hyrcanus, next in 
fiicceffion, was a mere pliant tool to execute their 
pleafure, indeed, wholly difqualified for any public 
charge, he was much more alarmed than ever. The 
firft place he came to was Agada, where he was 
courteoufly received by Galeftes, a man of rank and 
eminence in thofe parts. 

The day after Ariftobulus left Jerufalem, his ab- 
fencc was known to Alexandra, who, however, did 
not entertain a fufpicion of his intentions, till fhe 
was informed, by meffengers, that feveral fortrefTes His attempt 
had fubmitted to him, as, when one place had ac- J-JJJJjJ* 
ceptedhis propofals, the example was readily fol- 
lowed bv the reft. 



Intelligence of thefe proceedings threw the queen 
and her adherents into the greateft confternation ; 
for they knew Ariftobulus, from his great abilities, 
and afpiring difpofition, to be well qualified to fuc- 
ceed in the enterprize he had undertaken. They 
were further alarmed by the difmal apprehenfion of 
being called to a fevere account for the outrageous 
barbarities they had exercifed upon feveral of his r 
particular friends. In this ftate of perplexity they HJ , 
thought the beft expedient would be to confine the ^ C J£" 
wife and children of Ariftobulus, under a ftrong maJeprl- 
guard, in the citadel next the temple. While this 
was in agitation, Ariftobulus became exceedingly 
powerful ; and the people flocked to him in fuch 
numbers, that the place of hisrefidence refcnibleda 
court, both in tumult and pomp ; for, inthefpace of 
only fifteen days, he had made himfelf matter of 
twenty-two caftles. Having thus fecurrdto himlelf * 



ill 
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thefe refpc&ive fortifications, he foon raifed troop* 

meruit* ^ rom Mount Libanus, Trachonitcs, and places ad- 
nlutyV jacent, which were raadily inclined to fupport his 

party, from the expectation of the advantages they 
fhould derive, by atfifting in the eftablifhment of a 
new king, who, they had reafon to expert, would 
remove .that tyranny and cruelty which had been 
excrcifed in the late reign; K 

• - 

Hy "* nu ' At this critical jun&ure Hyreanus, arid his prin- 

. cipal adherents, repaired to the queen, rcquefting 

aeen for t ^ iat wou ^^ g* vc them dire&ioris what further 
a3rice. or meafijres Ihe would wifli them to purfiie. They 

informed her of the great power of Ariftobulus,' by 
virtue of the places that had already fubmitted, and 
were daily fubmitting to him ; and allured her, that,- 
though their fituation wasdefperate, and ruin likely 
Heranfwcr i Q enftxe, yet they would not by any means a<3: with- 
out her concurrence. The queen replied, c< That 
" the ft ate of her mind and body rendered her wholly 
" incapable of the cares of government, which ftie 
46 therefore wholly refigned to their conduit and 



management ; adding, that there was no defied 
" ency cither of men or money, in which confifted 0 **** 
« the ftrength of the nation/' Having faid this, $ 
Alexandra gave up the ghoft, in the feventy-third 
year of her age, and ninth of her reign* 

This princefsmay he faid to have afpired bcy6nd 
the generality of her fex, in an ambition to attain to 
fovereign power, which, in fome inftances, fhe ex* 
ercifed to the reproach of the male monarchs of 
the earth. She ever adverted to the prefent ftate 1 
of things, without wandering into the perplexing % 
uncertainty of future events. She obferved fome* 
degree of moderation, even in the ftretch of her 
power. Her grand foible was an attachment to 
a peculiar fedt, and a confequent connivance at ac- 
tions unjuftifiable in principles, either of religion, 
or even common humanity. By thefe (he entailed 
the fufrfequent calamities that befel her family y 
though', it mult be acknowledged, that her admi-' 
niftratiori was fuch, during her life, as to preferve 
the internal peace of the nation* 
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[INCLUDING A PERIOD OF ABOUT THIRTY-ONE YEARS.] 




CHAP. I. 

An engagement between Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, 
wherein the former being defeated, they came to an 
agreement, that Ariftobulus Jbould govern, and Hyrca* 
mis enjoy the honours fuitable to his dignity in peaceable 
retirement. 



CHAP. II. 




the 



N the third year of the hundred and feventy-fe- 
venth olympiad, when Qpintus Hortenfius and 
Quintus Mctellus Creticus were confuls at 
Rome, Hyrcanus enteredupon the office of high 
Hrrcanm prieft, and Ariftobulus immediately made war upon 
Wo!S£Wm. T h c neceflary preparations were made on 
TtKn ^oth ^ c ' es J but when they came to a&ion, o 
Lm. s " plain of Jericho, the greater part of Hyrcanus's 
u rseaantU foUliers deferted, and went over to his brother, 
ofcrcomc? Hyrcanus himfelf fled for refuge into the citadel 

in which the wife and children of Ariftobulus were 
iraprifoned,by order anddiredtion of his mother, the 
late queen ; while the reft of the party took fan<fluary 
for a time, within the verge of the temple j though 
they foon after furrendered themfelves. 

Matters being come to this pafs, the two bro- 
thers entered into a treaty of accommodation, and, 
rfcebro- lnc °nclufion, came to this agreement, that Arifto- 
J^omebulus fhould be eftablifhed in the pofleflion of the 
fcomrao 0 . government, and Hyrcanus allowed to live at eafc 
Jti0 «. and liberty upon his own fortune, with the privi- 
leges and dignities due to his rank, without liiolef- 
tation. This contrail was figned and ratified with 
thedue formalities of joining hands, andittterchang- 
ingpromifes, reciprocally for performance of cove- 
nants, in the prefence of the people j after which 

Ariftobulus retired to the palace, and Hyrcanus to 
the private apartments, which had been before oc- 
cupied by his brother. 



Antipater ftirs up a faction again ft Ariftobulus in favour of 

Hyrcanus, and prevails with Aretas to join in attempting 
his re ft or at ion. 




AMONGST the adherents of Hyrcanus was a 
certain Idumasan, a man opulent, powerful 
and refolute, and a profefled enemy to Ariftobulus, 
whofe name was Antipater. Nicolaus, of Damas- 
cus, affirms, that he was of the firft ftock of the 
Jews that came out of Babylon into Judsea, proba- 
bly to gratify his fon Herod, who, by divers revo- 
lutions of fortune, were afterwards advanced to the 
throne* This Antipater was firft called by his fa- 
ther's name, Antipas, who, as it is related, was pre- 
ferred, through favour of king Alexander and his 
wife, to the government of Idumaza, where, by 
means of fair words and lumptuous prefents, , he 
formed a confiderable intercft with the Arabians, 

, and the people of Afkalon. Antipater, 
no doubt, ftood in awe of Ariftobulus, from a con- 
fcioufnefs of hispower todo.him injury, and the ani- 
mofity that fubhfted between them. As the mod: 
plaufible means, of leffening the reputation and 
popularity of Ariftobulus, he had recourfe to the j^F**p 
inndious arts of calumny and detraction, in order to He™d,° 
excite the fears and jealoufies of the people. He ftir*u pt he 
infinuated to them* that it was unreafonable for the i^ft 
younger brother to fupplantthe eider, deprive him AriftobnIw 
of his birth-right, and ufurp the government him- 
felf j pointing out, at the fame time that it was un- 
worthy of them tamely to bear fuch invafioh j of the 
hereditary right* He alfo told Hyrcanus, that fo 
long as he continued in Judasa, his life would be 
in danger, as Ariftobulus could never deem him- 
felf fecure in the poflTeffion of the crown while he 

was in exiftence. Hvrcanus, being of an open, un- 
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is lituated. Upon their arrival, he ufed the molt 



fufpiclons temper, the fug^eftJonof Antipater had 
not the effedt upon him which he defired ; though, 
as he nevcrthciefs fecmed inclined to liften to Jnis 
council, the other took care to ply him with impor- 
tunities toufc caution with refpeifc to the defignsof 
his brother. Atlength, however, he prevailed with 
him to apply for protection to Aretas, king of 
Arabia, with offers of his own beft ffervices, by way 
of meditation with that prince, in his behalf. Hyr- 
canus acceding to the propofal, Abtijiater immedi- 
ately repaired to Aretas to prepare him for his re- 
ception ; and having exa&ed from him a promife, 
upon oath, that he would not deliver himup into the 
hands of his enemies, Antipater returned, and in- 
formed* Hyrcanus of the refult of the interview. 

ifeving prepared Hyrcanus to petition, and Are- 
tas to comply with hisrequeft, Antipater conduced 
the former out of the city by night, and accompa- 
Attemf* nied'him to Petra, where the royal palace of Arabia 

Hyrcanus 

^Arabfa^plaufible arguments with the king in favour of Hyr- 
canus, to induce him to aflift him in the recovery of 
his paternal right. In fine, he urged him fo clofely, 
both with foiicitations and prefents, that Aretas pro- 
^ condu" nuied'to comply with his requeft, on condition, that 
tions, pro- if ever Hyrcanus fhould be reftored to his kingdom 
affiftMc™ through his means, he fliould cede to him the coun- 
try, and the twelve cities, which his ^ father Alexander 
had taken from the Arabians, viz. Medada, Na- 
ballo, Livias, Tharabafa, Agalla, Athone, Zoara, 
Orone, Manila, Rydda, Lufa, and Oryba. 

CHAP. III. 

Aretas makes an expedition againft Ariftobulus^ drives 
him to Jerufalem, and beficges him in the temple. 
Onias, a righteous wan, ft one d to death. The Divine 
vengeance follows the wickednefs of the people. 

Arctaiorer- \ RET AS, in confequence of thefe promifes, ad- 
MbuU» A ali^ vanced againft Ariftobulus with an army of 
a?rauit' hSnfifty thoufand men, fought and overcame him ; in- 
in^hetem-f onmc }^ that finding himfelf abandoned by his fol- 

diers going over to Hyrcanus, he was forced to fly 
for refuge to Jerufalcm, where Aretas, with his 
whole army, affaulted him in the very temple* The 
people unanimoufly declared for Hyrcanus, the 
priefts only excepted ; while Aretas, with the united 
Force of the Arabians and Jews, profecuted the 
fiege with the utmoft vigour. 

The feaft of unleavened bread, which we call the 
paflbver, coming on at this time, the chief men 
among the Jews withdrew themfelves out of the 
country, and went into Egypt. At the fame time 
one Onias, a man of lingular piety and integrity, 
apprehending the approach of a civil war, had pri- 
vately withdrawn to a place of concealment. The 
Jews reflecting on the great reputation fie had ac- 
quired through the ian&tity of his life, and that, 
by his prayers, he had been thought to have ob- 
tained rain from heaven in an extremity of drought, 
and inferring, from. thence, that his curfes might 
be as prevalent as his prayers, brought him out in- 
to the camp, and there made it- their requeft that 
he would denounce a maledidtion upon Ariftobulus 
and his whole party. He oppofed their reft as 
long as he could ; but atlength, finding no re quell 
from their importunities, and that they were re- 
folved to maltreat him unlefs he complied, he lifted 
up his hands to heaveir, and .offered a prayer to this 
purport : a Almighty Ruler of the univerfe, fince 
iC both we that ftand before thee are thy people, 
ic and they that are befieged in the temple are thy 
" priefts, I humbly befeech thee not to hear the 
cc prayers of either of them againft the other." Up- 
on thefe words, thofe who had brought him to 
the place were fo enraged, that they immediately 
fell upon him, and jftonedhim to death. But the 
forhTi pi- Divine vengeance purfued the perpetrators of this 
c ^^ hro- horrid barbarity. 

p^i i ant ro- -yyhile Ariftobulus and the priefts were thus be- 

lct in the temple, the pafchal feftival came on, at 
which feafon, according to cuftom, the Jews offered 
up a great number of facrifices. But the befieged 
not having fo many as they had occafion for, re- 
qucfted that their countrymen would furnifh them 



Onias pnt 
to death 



■ w 

if at their own price; and on their demanding one 
" thoufand drachmas for each bcaft, and the money 
to be dtpofited, the demand was agreed to, and 
the money accordingly let down to thefn, by mean* 
concerted, over the walls. 

When the beficgers received the moriey, they re- 
filled to deliver the vi&iim ; and fuel! was their fla-^ 
^itious impiety, that they not pnty violated their 
faith with men,' butprevented* their brethren from 
performing a fervice dedicated to the honour of their 
God.' The priefifsj therefore, finding themfelves. 
perfidioufly impofed upon, under pretence of con-ify,, 
trad:, imprecated vengeance on their abandoned 
|| countrymen. Nor was the judgment delayed ; for j^? 
there fell immediately a violent tempeft, that dc- 
ftroyed ail the fruits of the earth throughout the 
whole province, fo that one meafiira of wheat fold 
for fifteen drachmas. 



CHAP. IV. 

Scaurut is fent by Pompcy into Syria. Comes into J tide a y 

and caufes the fiege of J erujalcm to be ra:fed % 
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that the former commanded Scaurus, one of his 
generals, to lead the army under his command into 
Syria. Scaurus accordingly obeyed ; but, on his ar- 
rival at Damafcus, finding the city had been re-* 4 ** 
duced by Metellus and Lollius, he drew off his^ 
forces, and led them into Judaea. On his way he!* 0 ?* 
was met by two ambalfadors ; one from Hyrcanus, 
and th6 othei 4 from Ariftobulus. They both came 
upon the fame^errand ; to delire an alliance offen- 
five ahddefenfive with the Romans. 

Ariftobulus offered four hundred talents, and^**? 
Hyrcanus no lie Is. Though they were equal in point 55,* 
of propofal, the Roman general gave the prefe- 1 *^. 
rence to Ariftobulus, as he was opulent and mag- 
nanimous, and would require nothing more than 
what was reafohable j whereas the other was penu-tSe 
rious and pufillanimous, and might expedt more ^ 8 - 
than was adequate to the conditions ; being very 
fenlible that it was a much more arduous under- . 
taking to carry a city fo ftrongly fortified by affault, 
than to eje£t a band of Nabatheam fugitives out 
of the country. Clofing, therefore, with Arifto- 
bulus, Scaurus difpatclied mefl'engers to Aretas, V 
commanding him, in 1 the name of Pompey the 
Great, and the Roman fenate, immediately toiiito 

off liis troops, and raife the fiege, upon peril f^ 0 * 
of a declaration of war. Scaurus then returned to 
Damafcus ; and Ariftobulus advanced with apow- 
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gaging them at a 



Hpcoa 



them a total overthrow, and put about fe ven t h on- 
fand to the fword ; among whom was Gephajio, tBjb 



Amip 
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CHAP. V. 



...... 

The caufe of the contending brothers, Hyrcanus and •/$ 
Ariftobulus^ is brought before Pompey . . The trial is '[ '■' 
adjourned and Ariftobulur, in difgiift, withdraws H 
Judea. 

y\ SHORT time after this, Pompey himfelf \VeiftgSr 
Ix. into Syria, and took up his rehdence at OaWaf-^J 
cu?> % , where he received embafiies from the pri#CWin$j» 
of feveral nations, foliciting his friendfhip ancf 
protedtion. Ariftobulus, above* all the refty fent 
him a moft valuable prefent, which was a goWeli 
vine of the value of five hundred talents. Strabo, 
of Cappadocia, thus defcribes it : <fc There was a 
" prefent made to Pompey, out of Egypt, a crowii 
that weighed four hundred pieces of gold ; ^^^^ 
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" another out of Judaea, of a golden vine, or gar- 
cc den, to which they gave a name, which, in fK 
c< Greek language, lignifies delight. Thefe pre- 
u fents were brought by ambafladors ; and I tuy fclf 
4C faw the vine at Rome, in the temple of Jupit^ r 
" Capitojinus, with this infeription, Aiexanitt 
" king of the Jews. It was valued at five hundred 
" talents, and paffed for the prefent of ArltipbuluS) 
<c the prince of the Jews." 
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There came to Pompey, foon after this, other 
ambafladors ; Antipator, on the part of Hyrcanus, 
and Nicodcmus, on the part of Ariftobulua, who 
charged Gabinius and Scaurus, with taking fums 
of money (the former three hundred talents, and 
the other four) as bribes. # 

Pompey took the cognizance of th« caufe into his 
own hands, and appointed the parties concerned tq 



attend him* As the fpring advanced 



of his winter quarters, and marched to Pamafcus, 



deftroying thefort of Apamia (a fortification of An- 
tiochus Cyzicenus) by the way, having, at the fame 
time, a defign upon the territories Q f Ptolemy Man- 
na;us, an infamous character,, amounting, in enor- 
fcmper mity, to that of his relative Diony fius Tnpotftanus, 
utends to w j 1Q £ e jj a v i<ai OT to the offended laws of his coun- 

SSfaS try. He alfo razed the fort pf Lyfias, of which 

Silas, the Jew, had got poffeffion } andpafling from 
thence towards Heliopolis and Chajcis, went into 
CoelorSyria, and then to Damafcus, to decide the 

fioint in difpute between Hyrcanus and Ariftobu- 
us. Being determined firft to hear the fenfe of 
i ~ ...^ «• oY-ft-nori iti ♦-Vi/a?T» Aivahi* That 



lie br o- 



the people, it was argued in their favour, 
" it had been formerly the ufage of their i 



nation to 



At* ^ w« ^ — — — ■ . — — — w — - ' 

!f rhepco- " be governed, not by king's, but the high-prieft of 
Loath? « the God whom they worihipped, who, without 
faf- « aflnming any other title, admlniftered juftice ac- 

4< cording to the laws handed down to them from 
" their forefathers* They did not deny but that the 
two contending brothers were of the facerdotal 
" race, but charged them with a defign of enflaving 
l( the people, and fubyertlng the fundamentals of 
" the confutation," 

Hyrcanus pleaded, <c That thotteh he was the 
" elder brother, Ariftpbulus had ulurped his rank 
" and eftate. contrary to juftice, robbed him of his 
" birth-right, and reduced him to a dependence on 
" his own boimty. m That, as a man ™iti> 
tc mifchief, he pra&ifed piracy at.fea, and rapine 
u and depredation on land, upon his neighbours ; 
46 and that it was the violence of his difpofition 
< 4 which had enraged the people againlt him/' 
Having faid this, he called upon a number of the 
principal Jews, which Antipater had engaged in his 
intereft, to confirm it. 

and his party 
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tobulus contended," That Hyrcanus was not fuper- 
u ceded in the government through any ambition, 
<c on his part, but through his own incapacity to 
" govern, and that his natural floth and inactivity 
c< had brought upon him the contempt of the" pep-? 
" pie. He declared, that, with reipeft to him- 
<c felf, he had no other choice than either to aflume 
" the government, or fuffer it to be transferred in- 
" to another family ; and that as to the title of 
" king, lie held it only as he received it from his 
* father Alexander.?' As a teftimony of the truth 
of what he had faid, he called feveral young men 
of eminence -among the Jews, who, by the gaudi- 
nefs of their appearance, and the levity of their 
Carriage, did no great credit to. the caufe which 
they endeavoured to efpoufe. 

After Pompey had heard both parties, he feemed 
to be of opinion that Ariftobulus had been too hafty 
in his proceedings ; butdifmifled them, for the pre- 
fent, with fair words, and referred the full determi- 
nation of the matter until he came to Jerulalem, 
which he declared he would not fail to do, as foon 
as he had finifhed the war with the Nab a the an s. 
He enjoined them, in the mean time, to behave 
themfeives peaceably ; but Ariftobulus, perceiving 
that his inclinations were diredted in favour of his 
brother Hyrcanus, abruptly left Pompey, and re^- 
turned to Judaea, where he took every means he 
could devife to prepare himfelf againft thofe confe- 
quences which, from his proceedings, he might 
reafonably expert would afterwards take place f 

■i 

chap: VI, 



Pompey profecutes revenge on Ariftobulus* 



of 



THE abrupt and difrefpe&ful departure 
Ariftobulus fo highly offended Pompey, that 
he refolved to take the part of Hyrcanus, without 
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payingany farther attention to t heir refpe&ive com* 
plaints. He accordingly marched in purfuit of 
him, with the Roman troops he had under his 
command, and aconfidcrable body of Syrian auxi- 
liaries. Having pa fled Pclla and Scythppolis, he 
came at length to Core;e, where he was informed, 
that Ariftobulus had fhut himfelf up in the ca(Ue of 
Alexandrion,a ftrongfortrefs, built by his father,on 
an high mountain, that flood at the entrance of the 
country of Judasa, towards the fide of Samaria. 
Pompey ^ immediately marched his army to theplace ? 
and having encamped before it, he ferit a mcflcnger 
to Ariftobulus to come down to him, Ariftobulus, 
contidering this meffage as an infult, at firft refufed 
to comply j but the people exprefling diffatisf action 
at his copduft, and his friends reprefeu ting the im- 
ppflibility of withftanding fo formidable an 6nejny 
as the Romans, he was at length prevailed oA 
leave the place, and accordingly wejit to 
Pompey, accompanied by feveral of his principal 
adherents. 

» 

Pompey had been privately ijiformed, that Ari& 
tobulus had commanded his governors to oblerve 
fuch orders only as were given under his oyvn band j 
and therefore, as fpon £s Ariftobulus appeared, he 
infifted on his writing %o the refpc&ive officers in 
the fortrefs, authorizing them immediately to fyir- 
render the place. Ariftobulus judged it neccflary to 
comply with this injunction j but was fb cxaiperated 
at the imperious conduct of Pompey, that he im- 
mediately departed to Jerufalem, with afullrefplij- 
tion of opponng him with all his ftrength f 

CHAP, VII, 

Pompey and Ariftobulus continue hoftilities* 

\ 

N order to deprive Ariftobulus of the opportUr 
nity of making preparations for war, as foon as 
Pompey knew of his departure, he immediately po 
marched after him, and encamped at Jericho, from adTancef 
whence the next morninghe proceeded towards Je- 
rufalem* Ariftobulus was ailonifhed at the expe- 
dition, and alarmed at the appearance, of Pompey. 
He now repented of his conau& ; and, to prevent 
fatal confequences, went tp meet him, which he had 
ho fooner done, than he offered him a confiderable 
fum of money, with the command of the city, and 
whatever elfehe fhouldrequeft, provided he would 
but withdraw his forces, Thefe terms were accept- 
ed by Pompey, who immediately diipatched Gibi- 
nius, one of his generals, with fome troops, to the 
city, to receive the offered money. But when they^ 
came there, the perfons who commanded in the 
town, in the name of Ariftobulus, refufed them r»i- 
mittapce, telling them they would not ftand to any 
Jtiich agreement. 

This was akind of treatment the Roman general 
could upt digeft, and therefore, after ordering a 
ftrhSt guard to be kept on Ariftobulus, he marched 
with his army to Jerulalem, and immediately pro-: 
ceeded to reconnoitre, in order to form a judgment 
which was the mpft likely part to make a fuccefsful 

affcult. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

» 

Tflttions at Jerufalem in the different inierefis of Pom*; 
pey and Ariftobulus. Jerufalem invefied^ and the 
temple taken by affatfli. Ariftobulus carried a prir 
foner to Romei 
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O fooner did Pompey appear before Jerufalem, 
than an inlurreftion took place betweenit'the 



two parties re fpetfively attached to Ariftobulus and 
Hyrcanus. The adherents of the former >y>W for Two par- 
attempting to refcue their king by fordr of ; $tfms, ^S,/^ 
while the other party were equally ftrenuous f or ad- the differ- 
mittiug Pompey into the city ; and the majority of ^ ™£i 
the people confeious of the fuperior power of brothen. 
the Romans, were friends to the latter meafure. 
The partisans of Ariftobulus took poffeffion of the 
temple, and cut away the bridge of communication 
between that and the city, being fully refojvedtode- 
fend themfelyes to the laft extremity. The pthfp 
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f»af ty not only gave entrance to tlie army, but dc- 
ivcred up both city and palace into the hands of 
Pompey, who difpatched Pifd, his lieutenant, with 
part or his army, to take charge of both. When 
r things were coma to this pafs* Pomney, in the firft 

fitodpty place, made a propofal of peace ; but finding the 
VoVtii' otherparty averfe to any compromifc, he made the 
'fiegcofthc necc fla r y preparations for an aflault, in which he 

em?c ' received every poffible affiftance from Hyrcanus 

and his adherents. 

The north fide of the temple being the weakeft 
quarter, Pompey propofed to begin his attack 
there. It was fcneompafled with high towers, and 
Surrounded by a very deep and broad ditch* There 
was no parting on the city fide towards Pompey's 
ftatiori, now the bridge was down, for crags and 
precipices ; but the Romans, with infinite labour 
and difficulty, made hard fliift to fill up the ditch, 




in there, where they faw the camf Jeflicks, lamps, * r . 
tabids for Succnfc, and other articles ufed in the pcr-jZ^ 
forriiahcc of Divine fervice. He like wife vilitcdtlic 
trcafuries; where he found two thoufand talents of 
filvcr, betides vcflds of gold, and other things of 
great valdc. He would nut, however, fttffcr a (ingle fa!& 
article to be touched, but left them entirely for the ,fe **4 
facred ufes to which they were appropriated. He 
like wife ordered the tehiple to be purified, and that 
the oblations, and other ceremonies of religion, 
fhould be performed according to our ancient cus- 
toms and ordinances. He reft ored Hyrcanus to the 
office of higb-prieft partly for the fer vices he had 
received from him himfelf, and partly for his in- 
fluence in preventing the Jews from ^ipoufing the 
intereft of Ariftobulus. All thofe among the Jews, 
whom he difcovered to have been the promoters of 
the late infurreiftion, he condemned to the lofs of 



with timbers,andothermateriaIs they hadcolledted, their heads j butfuch as had fignalized ttiemfelves 



and fo toraife platforms and ramparts tofiich a pro- 
digious height, that, with engines of battery, which 
they brought from Tyre, they caft great ftones up- 
on the temple wall : yet, had it not been for the 
advantage they took of our feven days fabbath, 
they would fcarcely have been able to gain their 
point : for though, in cafe of aflault, the law allows 
us to defend ourfelvesupon that day, and to repel 
SSSSluc. force by force, we are not permitted to do any 
feifoftKe work upon it, even to thwart thedefign of anene- 

imtot the my. The Romans obferving, therefore, that we 

made no oppofition to the advancing of their bul- 
warks, and fixing their machines upon that feftival, 
employed the fabbath only in preparing for the 



Jew*. 



in the profecution of the fiege, he liberally regard- •• . i . 
ed. He made Jerufalem itfelf tributary to the Ro-^ 81 , 
mans, deprived the Jews of the cities they had gain-ury^j 
edin Ccelo-Syria,and,by annexing them to the ju-* 00 *. 
rifdidion of the Romans, reduced the pofTeffipns" 
of the Jews to their former limits. He caufed Ga- 
dara, demoliflied a little before, to gratify Deme- 
trius, his freed man, to be rebuilt ; and reftored 
Hipp on, Scythopolis, Dion, Marifla, Azotus, 
Jamnia, and Arethufa, beinginland places, to their 
former inhabitants. The maritime towns of Gaza, 
Joppia, Dora, and Straton's Tower, were allfet 
tree, and annexed to the province of Syria. This 
Tower of Straton, when it was afterwards rebuilt 
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aftion of the next day, without attempting any I by Herod, and heautified-withftately ports and teju- 



violence upon us 

This may ferve to fhew the very great deference 
we pay to the religion and laws of our country, 
when even the dread of death itfelf cannot diveft 
us from the ftated forms and precife ceremonies 
of our devotion ; for the priefts have their folemn 
facrifices twice a day, with all the prefcribed modes 
of worfliip, without the leaft default, even in cafes 
of the utraoft extremity. 
The temple The temple was taken by aflault upon a faft-day, 
ta - c " by the third month of the fiege, in the 179th olympiad j 

Caius An tonius, and Marcus Tullius Cicero, being 
confuls. Such of the people who attempted to 
efcape, or offered refiftance, were inftantly put to 
death. Several priefts, who were employed in the; 
duties of their office at the time, paid no regard Jo 
their perfonal fafety, even when the fwordsof the 
enemy were pointed to their breafts, but yielded up 
their lives whilft exercifing their (acred function. 
The Jews, attached to Pompey, felt no compaffiou 
for thofe who efpoufed the caufe of Ariftobulus, fo 
that a moft dreadful carnage took place. This cir- 
cumftance is authenticated by all authors of emi- 
nence, who have related the exploits of Pompey ; 
amongft whom are Strabo, Nicolaus of Damafcus, 
and Titus Livius, the famous Roman hiftorian. 
They plied their engines upon the great tower, till, 
by dint of repeated batteries, they fhook it to 
pieces, and brought it down to the ground, carrying 
away a great part of the next wall along with it in 
the ruins. The breach was no fooner made, than 
the enemy prefled in crouds to enter it. The firft 
that mounted was Cornelius Fauftus, the fon of 
Sylla, v/ith his company ; and next to him, upon 
the other quarter, the centurion Furius, with his 
5M<!nj C che men ; and Fabius betwixt them both with another 
jcv/i. ftrong party. So great was the (laughter, that the 

place was covered with dead bodies ; fome killed by 
the Romans : others, by confent, difpatching one 
another ; fome cafting themfelves down headlong 
front the walls, and others fetting fire to the houfes 
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pels, was called Csefarea. 

From this feud between Hyrcanus and Ariftobu T 
lus, we may dats the ruin of Jerufalem, and the 2^ 
fubjedlion of the Jewifh nation to the Romania 
yoke ; having been compelled to reftore to theSy-rii* 
rians what they had taken in the courfe of a long^rf 
war, as well as to fubmit to the impofition of above 
ten thoufand talents, and the tranflation of the 
fbverei^n authority, which had ever till then def- 
cended in the priefthood, to private and obfeure 
individuals. He appointed Scaurus, one of his ge- 
nerals, to the government of Judaea, Ccelo-Syria, 
and all the country of Egypt to the borders of the 5 
Euphrates ; giving him |like wife the command of 
two legions, that he might ]be the better enabled 
to difcharge ths truft repofed in him. He then 
Iftft Jerufalem, and fet forward on his journey tQ^ 
Rome, taking with him Ariftobulus, his two tons, j«V 
Alexander and Autigonus, and two of his daijgh-ftpjey 
ters, as captives, whom he jmrpofed fhould be le4 
before him, when he made his triumphal entry into 
his capital. 

C H A P. IX. 

Scaitrus enters into a league with Aretes, the Arabian 

prince. 

« 

SCAURUS made an expedition againft Petra, the 5^ 
capital of Arabia, and fet on fire all the places 
round about it, becaufe of the great difficulty of feT 
accefs to it. As his army was pinched for want of : 
proyifions, Antipator, by order of Hyrcanus, fur- 
nifhed him with corn, and other ncceflaries, out of 
Judsea* Being well known to Aretas, Scaurus 
lent him upon an embafly to him, in whieh he 
acquitted himfelf with fuch addrefs, that he pre- 
vailed upon him, for a compofition of three hundred 
talents, to fave his country from ruin. Scaurus, 
upon this, renounced hoftilities ; and the parties 
formed a league of amity and friendlhip to their 
mutual fatisfa&ion. 
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CHAP. X. 

Alexander^ the [on of Ariftobulus^ makes an expedition 
into Judea; but is overcome by Gabinius^ a Roman 



over their heads, rather than be fpedlators of the 
barbarities that were committed. Twelve thoufand 
of the Jews were flain, but of the Romans compara- 
tively few. Abfalom, the uncle, and father-in-law, 
of Ariftobulus, was made prifoner. 

Thefe outrages were accompanied with feveral 
indignities to the very myfteries of our religion, by 

the admittance of prophane perfons into the Holy M _ ,_ 

of Holies, which was facred to the high-prieft alone, j fons of Ariftobulus, who had found means to ef* 
Pompey and his train were of the number that came Jj fedl his efcape, went into Judnsa, and having afc 
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general. 



AT the expiration of about three years after Pom- 
pey's return to Rome, Alexander, one of the 
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from Rome, with the commiffion of general, and 
upon an expedition againft Alexander, wherein he 
performed many memorable exploits.^ Hyrcanus, 
Into the high-pricft, was not now in condition to make 
rcliftance ; though he had in contemplation to re- 
build the walls of Jerufalem thatPompcy had deftroy- 
c d • but the Romans would not fuffcr him to put his 

Alexander, rangingupand 



delign into execution, 
down the country, and 



collected a promifcupus 



foo/, and i5O0hor£e. He ftored and fortified the 
caftle of Alexandrion, near Corese, and Machseras, 
on the borders of Arabia. In the interim, Gabi- 
nius difpatched one of his principal officers, with a 
A j«oc:< body of chofen troops, who were joined by a con- 
3*!U». fiderable number of Jews, under the command of 

Petholaus and Malichus, two brave and experienced 
• enerals, and foon after followed himfelf with the 



tmj tov/ns 
aad ciiici. 



main body of his army 

As foon as Alexander found Gabinius was pro- 
ceeding towards him, he thought it raoft prudent to 
make a retreat towards Jerufalem, which he ac- 
cordingly did with all poffible expedition. Gabi- 
„ t$ t, im nius, however, clofely followed, and overtook hi 
Jdlnvcfe as he approached the city, fo that a battle unavoid- 
to? ably enfued, in which 3000 of Alexander's troops 

were put to the fword^ and the like number taken 
prifoners. Gabinius, after this, laid fiege to the 
caftle of Alexandrion, but with an offer ana promife 
of pardon to the defendants, if they would furrender 
the place. The befieged kept a ftrong out-guard 
under the walls of the caftle, a great number of 
which were cut off by the Romans, under Marcus 
Antonius, who fignalized his valour upon the oc- 
cafion. Gabinius, unwilling to lofe time, left a 
part of his army behind to attend to the fiege, went 
acbuiids di-himfelf to take a view of the reft of the country, 
™ ,mtfn *and gave orders for the rebuilding of what cities 

had been deftroyed ; as Samaria, Azotus, Scy tho- 
polis, Anthedon, Raphia, Dora, Mariffa, Gaza, and 
divers other places. When this was done, thefe 
places. became very convenient habitations, after 
having been long deferted. 

Gabinius, having thus arranged affairs in the 
country, returned to Alexandrion in profecution of 
the fiege, where Alexander took the opportunity of 
making fubmiffion by his ambafladors, upon condi- 
tion of delivering up to him the caftles of Hyrcania, 
Machaeras, and Alexandrion, which Gabinus ac- 
cepted of, but razed them all three to the ground. 
? After this he had an application from the mother 
of Alexander, who was well affected towards the 
Romans, her hufband and the reft of her children, 
being then prifoners at Rome. Gabinius denied 
her nothing file afked ; infomuch, that Hyrcanus 
was brought to Jerufalem, and reftored to his of- 
fice of high-prieft. There were conftituted, at this 
time, five courts of judicature, and adivifion made 
of the whole province into five equal parts, viz. Je- 
rufalem, Gadara, Amathus, Jericho, and Saphora, 
which is a city of Galilee. They came, by this 
means, to be delivered from the tyranny they com- 
plained of, and were again under an ariftocratical 
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CHAP. XI. 

Ariftobulus makes his efcape from Rome. Is purfaed and 

Gabinius after divers fuccejes^ goes to 



brought back. 



Rome, and is fucceeded by Crajfus. 

Espioitsof A SHORT time after this, Ariftobulus (with 
>"wscfi cs *\ kis fon Antigonus) efcap6d from Rome, and 
— 0 going into Judasa, was joined by a great number 
of Jews, Ibme of whom were influenced to counte- 
nance^ him merely from a defire of changing their 
fituation, and others from a principle of fidelity and 
affe<£tton. He made an attempt to repair the for- 
trefs of Alexandrion ; but, on receiving information 
that Gabinius had difpatched an army inpurfuitof 
him, he retreated to Machaeras, where hedifmifled 
No* xo„ 
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the ufclcf* part riPKis followers, retaining eitly 



fcooo men, whom he thought capable of bearing 
arms, and had rcfoltttion enough to ftand a contcft. 
In a fliort titnc the Roman arnvy arrived, and a ge- 
neral engagement took jflacc, in which Ariftobufus 
and his adherents fought with great bravery, but ^* c j e ^. 
were at lcngth compelled to yield to the fuperior the r<>- . 
power of the enemy, with the*lofs of 5000 men- roa01 * 
Two thoufand of the remainder gained a hill, and 
made fomc farther rcfiftance ; whilft Ariftobulus, 
with the other thoufand cut a paflage through the 
Roman army, and retircipto Michasras. Ariftobu- 
lus flattered himfelf that Gabinias would cdnfent to 
a fufpenfion of hoftilities, whereby he might be 
enabled to reinforce his army, and put the place in 
a better pofture of defence. But he foon found him^ 
felf miftaken, for the Romans immediately pro- 
ceeded to aflault the place, vyhich was defended 
with great bravery for two days, when a complete 
victory was gained over Ariftobultis, who, with his 
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fon An tigonus , were put in chains, and feht prifoners ^ 

to Rome. He had been three years and ah half in prifoner^f? 

the pofTeffion of the' pontificate and the kingdom, * oR ° rac - 
and had acquitted himfelf with great honour in the 
refpe&ive charges. The fenate fentenced the*fa- HUfon$fct 
ther to perpetual imprifbnment ; but the fons, at liberty, 
through the mediation of Gabinius, were fet at liber- 
ty, and permitted to return to their own couutrj'. 

Gabinius had now entered upon an expedition 
againft the Parthians, andpaffed over the river Eu- 
phrates; butafterwardschanging his mind, he bent Gabinius 

his courfe towards Egypt, for the reftoring of Pto- ffitfg^ 
lemy. Antipater furnifhed him, for this enterprize, ration of 
with corn, arms, and money, and brought over num- co croy * 
bers of the Jews, about Pelulium, into an alliance 
with him. 
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At his return Gabinius found Syria in an uproar; 
for Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, having made 
himfelf mafter of the kingdom, harrafTed the coun- 
try with a powerful army, and forced many of the 
Jews over to his party, killing all the Romans he 
could come at in hispaflage, andbefieging the reft 
upon the mount of Gerizim, whither they had fled 
for fandiuary . 

Gabinius, finding the Syrians in this difordcr, fent 
Antipater, a man of approved prudence and inte- 
grity, to attempt to bring them to reafon and due 
obedience. He executed his commiffion with filch 
addrefs, that he brought off fevcral of therevolters, 

but could not in the leaft degree prevail with Alex- 
ander; for having colle&ed an army of 30,000 
Jews, he was refolved to try a decifive battle with 
Gabinius. They came, inline, to action at mount 
Itabyr, and the Jews loft xo,ooo men in the en- 
counter. 

Affairs being thus fettled in Jerufalem, the con- 
queror, by the advice of Antipater, marched againft 
the Nabathreans, and gave them a total defeat, dif- 
charging two noble Parthians, Mithridates andOr- 
fanes, who came to him for protection, giving out 
a report that they were fled into their own country. 
Gabinius, having now acquitted himfelf with the Gabinu* 
greateft honour in all his commiflions, returned to JJJJJfj* 
Rome, and Craflus fucceeded him in his command, to wan 
The exploits of Pompcy and Gabinius, againft the onour "- 
Jews, may be feen in the hiftories of Nicolaus, of 
Damafcus, and Strabo, of Cappadocia; and they 
concur in their teftimony. 

CHAP. XII. 

■ 

Crajfus^ the fuccej/or of Gabinius^ a perfidious char after. 
Is routed by the Parthians. Cajfus obtains Syria^ 
checks the progrefs of the Parthians 7 and cc?ncs into 
J tide a. 



CivAoaua, naving unciertajcen tnc preparation or 
a war againft the Parthians, came to Judoea, and f™^ti 
ieizednot only the two thoufand talents that Pom- temple, 
pey left untouched from a motive of conference,, 
but pillaged the temple of all the trcafure he could 
find, to the amount of eight thoufand talents more. 
He carried away with him alfo a wedge of gold, of 
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the weight of three hundred miff a, reckoning every 
tnina, according to the Jewtfli computation, at two 
pounds and an naif* Klea'/ar, the pried, who had 
the cuftody of the holy treafure, delivered it up to 
Craffus, not from accnfurahlc motive, for he was a 
man of probity, but asa compofition for all the reft. 
This wedge of gold was lodged in a wooden beam, 
that was made hollow for its reception ; nor had 
any man knowledge of it but Eleazar himfelf, who 
finding Craflus very dclirous of obtaining it, rc- 
figncd it up to him upon his moll folemn oath, 
that he was abundantly fatisfied, and that the hang- 
ings, of ineftimable value, and other rich ornaments, 
belonging to the temple, in the pofleffion of the high 
prieft, fhould remain untouched. But he pcrfidi- 
oufly violated his oath, rifled the temple from the top 
to the bottom, and ftriptit to the bare walls* 

It will not be a matter of wonder that fo prodi- 
gious a mafs of wealth was lodged in this temple, 
when it is confidered how long the Jews were in col- 
lecting it, and that it came from aft quarters of the 
earth where the worfhipof the true God was known. 
Betides, it is a truth, attefted and confirmed by the 
authority of feveralhiftorians, and, amongft the reft, 
Strabo, the Cappadocian. He writes, that <c Mi- 

ofStrabSf " thridites ^ ent to the ifle of Coos for fome money 
thchifto- u of Cleopatra's, that fhe had depofited there, 

" and for eight hundred talents belonging to the 
" Jews." Now we have, in public treafure, nothing 
but what is facred and dedicated to the fervice of 
God ; and it is abundantly evident, that the Afiatic 
Jews tranfmitted this treafure from thence to Coos, 
upon the apprehenfion of a war with Mithridates. 
Nor can it be imagined that the Jews of Judaea, 
who had a much ftronger and fafer place near hand, 
that is to fay the temple and city of Jerufalem, 
would ever have fent their money away for better 
fecurity to Coos ; neither can it be fuppofed that it 
came from the Alexandrian Jews, for they were 
too far diftant to have any apprehenfion of Mithri- 
dates. 




run. 



Anutacr 

tefhmony 

ofit:abo. 



Craflus 
fails in an 
expedition 
again ft 
Jaithia. 



Caflnw rtr- 
pulfes the 
Parch Una. 



Pro^cnv of 
Anupatcr. 



Strabo himfelf alfo bears wltnefs to this in another 
place, where he writes, cc That Syllapaffing through 
" Greece, to carry on a war againft Mithridates, fent 
" Lucullus toCyrene, that was then diftradted with 

feuds and factions among the Jews, a people who 
4C had fpread themfelves over the face of the whole 
"earth." He further relates, " That the Cyrense- 
" ans were ranged into four clafles, viz. Burghers, 
if Hufbandmen, Strangers, and Jews : that the laft 
4C divifion are fo univerfally difperfed, that there is 
** fcarcely any habitable parts of the earth where 
u they have not fome kind of eftablifhment : that 

" Egypt, Cyrene, and feveral other countries, while 
u they were under the jurifdidlion of the fame 
" prince^ embraced, in many places, the Jewifh 
" laws, rights, and cuftoms, and trained up their 
" children in a conformity to the Jewifh difcipline : 
" that, in Egypt, they had whole colonies of them : 
" befides, they had a right of property, by formal 
" alignment, in a conhderable part of the city of 
<c Alexandria, where they had magiftrates, courts 
cc of judicature, and methods of deciding claims to 
u property, peculiar to themfelves ; and all this as 
" regular and binding as if eftablifhed by fandtion 
cc of government." Let thisfuffice for the teftimony 
of Strabo. 

When Craflus had difpofed of the affairs in Judaea, 
according to hispleafure, he marched into Parthia, 
where he and his whole army were cut off. But 
Cailius made his retreat into Syria, where he checked 
the progrefs of the Parthians, who were now grown 
infolcnt upon their fuccefs. He went afterwards to 
Tyre, and fo to Judrea, where he took Tarichece by 
a {fault, and made thirty thoufandprifoners. Among 
the reft was Pitholaus, a partizan of Ariftobulus, 
whom he caufed to be put to death, at the inftance 
of Antipater, a man of eminence with the Idumas- 
ans, through a marriage with an Arabian wife of 
illuftrious defcent. Her name was Cypron ; and 
by her he had four fons, Phafael, Herod, (who was 
afterwards king), Jofeph, andPheroras,andan only 
daughter called Salome. This Antipater, through 
a o encrofity and affability of difpofition, had conci- 



of rank about him, but more cfpccially the king of 
Arabia, to whom he committed the protection of 
his children, during the wafr with Ariftobalua, t<r < f 
Caflius, having by this time reinforced his army, 
advanced to the river Euphrates, to meet the Par- ' 
thians, who were preparing to oppofchim. 



CHAP. XIII. 



» 

jfrifipiulusy and his fin Alexander, art taken off by Pom- 
pey 1 s party. 



HEN Casfar had prevailed in a conteft be- 
tween him andPompey, who, together with 



w .... ... 

the whole fenate, had abandoned the city of Rome, Jtfip 
and fled beyond the Ionian Sea, he formed a defign R °»«. 
of fetting Ariftobulus at liberty, and difpatching 
him to Syria, with the command of two legions, to B 
keep that province in order. But the fatisfa&ion 
Ariftobulus propofed to himfelf from the friendfhip 
and fan ft ion of Csefar, was foon fruftrated ; forbe-^jjj* 
fore he could get out of Rome, fome of Pompey's 
factions found means of difpatching him by poifon. W>I W 
His body lay embalmed for a confiderable time, till 
at length it was removed by Anthony, who caufed 
it to be carried into Judaea, and there honourably * 
interred in the royal fepulchre. 

• * i 

The fate of Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, 
was no lefs deplorable than that of his father j for 5^ 
Pompey, having fentenced him to death, f or fedi- 
tious practices againft the Romans, fent an order to X£ 
Scipio to have him beheaded, which was accord- 
ingly executed in the city of Antioch. Ptolemy 
Mennaeus, governor of Chalcis, near Libanus, dif- 
patched his fon Philippion to the widow of Arifto- 
bulus, at Afkalon, to requeft that fhe would fend 
with him her fon Antigonus, and his lifters. Phi- 
lippion became enamoured with one of them, whofe 
name was Alexandra, and married her ; but he was 
afterwards flain by Ptolemy , his father, who married 
Alexandra, and took the family under his pro- 
tection. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Gallant exploits of Antipater 




AFTER the death of Pompey, and the viAory . * 
which Casfar had gained over him, Antipater a^fi 
acquired great authority in Judaea, through the^J* 
many confiderable fervices he rendered him at the^ 
inftance of Hyrcanus, in his war upon Egypt. 
When Mithridates, of Pergamus, was bringing in 
his auxiliaries, and not able to continue his rout 
through Pelufium, but obliged to make a halt at 
Afkalon, Antipater jpined him with an armed body 
of 3000 Jews, and brought in feveral leading men 
of Arabia, and all Syria, to his affiftance. Amon 
thefe were Jamblicus, a prince of the country, an 
his fon Ptolemy j and Tholomy, of Libanus, the 
fon of Schema, with the governors of the cities in 
general ; among whom there prevailed an emulation 
of fignaiizing themfelves in his fervice. 

Mithridates, thus reinforced, advanced out of fmiSiSi 
Syriainto Pelufium, where the inhabitants refufin* tuafo; 
him entrance he fat down before the place, andaf-jj^ "* 
faulted it. Antipater gallantly entered the breach, 
and was fo well feconded in theadlion, that, by this 
means, the town was taken. But as he, together 
with Mithridates, was hafteningto Csefar, theEgyf- 
tian Jews, in the country of Onias, oppofed their 
paflage, till, through the power and intereft of An- 
tipater, as their countryman, and efpecially on the 
lightof aletterfromHyrcamis, the high-prieft, they 
were brought over to fair terms with Ca;far, and 
upon that confideration, fupplied them with what- 
ever they had occafion for upon their march. This 
important fervice was effected through the media- 
tion of Antipater, and the letter of the high-prieft, 
which alfo induced the inhabitants of Memphis to 
efpoufe the fame caufe and intereft. 
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Antipater is highly honoured by Cefar 7 who determines 
a canfe depending between Aim and ffyrcatm on the 



C^far, having heard both partit*, ittftead of giv- 

ingthcleaftcountennnceto Autigonus,irfimediatcly 

conferred the jpontiflcatc upon llyi*c;uiti0,«£ttve An- 
tipater his choice of any command he might prefer, 

and conferred upon him the dignified poft of liefi- 



oneftde, and Antigonus on the other, in favour of the t<rnant-govcrnor of Judaea. 
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SOON after this, Mithridates and Antipatefr 
came to a pitched battle with the enemy, at a 
place called Delta, and upon a particular fyot of 
ground, known by the name of the Jewifh Camp 5 

The former commanding the right wing, and the 
M:thfidatcsj atter t jj C i e f tt j t happened that Mithridates, 

SfowSg being hardly preffed his men gave way, and the 
^ctoS? diforder was very near being attended with a total 
KcJiatc r out ; but Antipatcr, at the very crifis, came up 
gjj£? of along the bank of the river with a detachment to 

his relief, refcued his friends, and ia one word, 
vanquifhed an enemy exulting in the immediate 
view of viiftory. Having made himfelf maftcr of 
their camp, he recalled Mithridates, who was left a 
great way behind, to take his part of the booty. 
In this a&ion, about eight hundred of the party of 
Mithridates fell ; but of that of Antipatcr, not 
more than fifty. 

Mithridates, in his letter to Ca-far, reciting the 
particulars of this event, liberally awarded to Anti- 
pater the horibur of the day, both in the preferva- 
tion of the army, and the vi&ory obtained at fo An- 
gular a crifis. Csefar, duly imprefled both with 
. his conduit and courage, employed him in the moft 
in mem jj onoura M c pofts ever after, of which he bore a 
riete- memorable teftimony in the many wounds he rc- 
ceived in his iervice. 
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At the expiration of this war, Csefar wentback, 

Admitted ky fea> inl ° Syria, where he treated both Hyrcanus 
whHyr- and Antipater with lingular tokens of refpedt. The 
pento- one he confirmed in the pontificate ; and the other he 
soun. made a freeman of Rome, with all the privileges and 

immunities of the city. Some report that Hyrca- 
nus was perfonally in this war, and actually came 
into Egypt. Strabo, of Cappadocia, bears witnefs to 
this, wrhen he affirms, on the authority of Afinius, 
" That, upon the coming of Mithridates into Egypt, 
" Hyrcanus, the high-prieft of the Jews, came 
along with him.*' He writes in anotherplaceupon 
the credit of Hyficrates, ct That Mithridates came 
" firft thither alone, and then fent for Antipater, the 
<c governor of Judaea, to Aikalon, who brought him 
M three thoufandmen; and that, upon his counfel 
" and perfuafion, divers of the princes and great 
" men of the country, went over to him, and, 
u amongft the reft, Hyrcanus, the high-prieft." 

Antigonus About this time Antigonus, the fecond fon of 
Hps™ Ariftobulus, came toCaefar, and laid his complaints 

before him, relative to the murder of his father and 
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cif^ o e brother, who he faid were cruelly put to death by 

the contrivance of thepartizansof the late Pompey. 
He uttered the bittereft invectives againft Hyrcanus 
and Antipater whom he reprefented as the caufe of 
himfelf and brethren being cruelly drivenfrom their 
native country ; and at the fame time charged them 
with having oppreflcd the public, for the fake of 
indulging their own private paftions. He further 
faid, that the affiftance they had rendered him, pro- 
ceeded rather from fear than refpeel, and was only 
meant to make fome compenfationfor their former 
attachment to Pompey. 

# Antipater, one of the parties thus accufedby An- 
tigonus, was at this time with Caefar; and, in order 
to deftroy the intended effe A of thefe reproaches, he 
cxpofed his wounds, as the beft teftimony he could 
give of his loyalty to Crefar, winch having done, he 
fpoke as follows : u It is a matter of aftonifliment 
u (faid he) that this man, the fon of a declared 
a enemy to the ftate of Rome, and inheriting the 
4< rebellious principles of his father, fliould have 
' the effrontery thus to accufe the moft zealous of 
Ca?far's fubjc&s, and to arrogate a merit to him- 
felf, when his conduit has rendered him deferv- 
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mgof death," 
No. 10. 



CHAP. XVI; 

Hyrcanus obtains ptrmifjion, from Ocfar, to rebuild the 
^alls of Jerufalem. JJecret of the Roman fenate^ 
refpe&ing an alliance with the Jews. Decree of the 
Athenians to the fame import. Antipater addrejfes 
the people df Jerufalem. 




HE walls of . Jerufalem having been' demo- ca&rgiv 
lifiied by Pompey, Hyrcanus -preferred a re- a c ™ a ^ " s 
que ft to Caefar, for permiflion to rebuild them, y> «bua 
which was immediately granted, with the moft re- 
fpe<ftful ceremony, letters being difpatched to the Um H - 
confuls at Ronie, for entering the refolution in the 
records of the capitol. 
as follows : 
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The copy of the decree ran 



Decree of the fenate aflexnbled in the Temple of 
Concord, upon the ides of December j ptefenfc 
Lucius Coponius, the fon of Lucius, and Caius 
Papirius Quirinus . 

u Whereas it appeareth unto the fenate, upon the .. . . 
report of Valerius, the fon of Lucius Praetor, that j^"^>a 
it isrequefted and propofed by Alexander, the foij. firm the 

of Jafon, Numenius, the fon of Antiochus, and ^ n t " c - 
Alexander the fon of Dorotheus, ambaffadors on Jews, 

behalf of the Jews, our good and faithful allies, , 
that the ancient league of friendship may be re- 
newed betwixt us ; and that irt token of their 
good-will, they have brought a prefent of a 
golden cup and buckler, valued at fifty thoufand. 
crowns, defiring letters of recommendation to all 
governors and free towns, for a fafe pafiage, both 
by fca and land, through all their ports and ter- 
ritories. Be it therefore ordered by this fenate, 
that the fame league of friendihip be renewed and 
cftablifhed, the requeftsof the ambaffadors agreed 
to and granted, and their prefent accepted." 

This decree paffed in the ninth year of the pontifi- 
cate of Hyrcanus, and in the month of Panemus. 
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public of Athens, in acknowledgement of their ol 
ligations to him, as appears from the followin 
decree : 



Decree of the Athenians, bearing date the twenty- 
fifth day of the month Panemus ; Dionyfius 
Afclepiades being prefideut and high-prieft; 



cc 

cc 



Agathocles, Archon, and Eucles, the Ion of 



Meander, fcribe ; on the eleventh of the Pry ta- 
nea, in the month Mnnichion: a council of 
the Proedri being met in the theatre 5 and after 
gathering the fuffrages of of the people, by the 
high-prieft, Dorotheus, and his afleflbrs, Dio- 
nyfius, the fon of Dionyfius, made publication" 
as follows : 

* 

Ci Forafmuch as Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander/ 
high-prieft and prince of the Jews, hath, ; liporL 
all occafions, both public and private, as well 
in the generous reception of our ambafladors, as 
16 otherwife, given proof of a Angular affeftron and 
" efteem, both for our nation in general, and the 
citizens of Athens in particular, whereof we 
have received many inftancesj and forafmuch as' 
4< we have received credible information fromTheo- 
tc dolius, the fon of Theodoras, of Sunium, of the 
<c virtue of the faid excellent prince, andhi? friendly 
<c difpofition to do us all good offices in his power j 
u we have refolyed to prefent him with the honorary 
" acknowledgment of a crown of gold ; to etc& a 
u brazen ftatue to him in the temple of thepcople 
and the graces to his memory ; and to* have it no- 
44 tified by proclamation, in all theatres and places 
u of public exercifes, and fpeiSacies in honour of 
j u Bacchus, Minerva, Ceres, <&c, that we have pre- 
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" fented htm with this crown out of a veneration 
" for his virtue* And wc do further will and re- 
quire all our governors and magiftrates to be. 
aiding and affiftingin the cfFe&ual improvement 
u of thefc our conceffions to the beft advantage of 
our friends and affbeiates, fo long as this amity 
fliall continue betwixt us; for the manifeftation 
of our gratitude and juftice toward all men of 
honour, and the encodraging of good offices to- 
ward us for the future. Wc do likewife order 
that a fit choice be forthwith made of ambafla- 
dors, from among the Athenians, to attend Hyr- 
canus it 
fents." 
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our name, with this our decree and pre- 



Antipater 
repairs the 

walls of Je- 
rusalem. 



Retrains 
the feJiti- 
om by pro 
mifes and 



When Ca»far had fettled the affairs of Syria, he 
took his departure, together with Antipater, who, 
immediately on his return to Jcrufalem, gave or- 
ders for the repairing the walls which Pompey had 
demolifhed, and then took a tour throughout the 
different parts of the province, to eftablifli good or- 
der and tranquility among the people. He told 
them that, "If they obferved a due obedience to 
Hyrcanus, they fhould enjoy plenty and happinefs ; 
but if they fought to gratify their private interefts 
at the expence of the public good, by feditious 
practices and innovations, he would himfelf prove 
a rigid governor ; and they would find in the perfon 
of Hyrcanus, inftead of a mild and gracious prince, 
a cruel and unrelenting tyrant ; and concluded with 
afluring them, that the Crefars, and fenate of Rome 
themfel ves would become their implacable enemies, 

if they refufed obedience to thofe who were fet over 
them/' 



CHAP. XVII. 



Antipater appoints his fens, Phafael and Herod, to the 
government of Jerufalem and Galilee. Antipater incurs 
the envy of the Jews. Herod is accufed before Hyrcanus. 
Proclamation in favour of the Jews. 



Antipater 
promotes 
ni« foils > 
Phaf.«el 6c 
Kcroii* 




valour in 
eaiiy life. 



UT though Antipater, for political reafons, 
recommended great deference from the people 
to Hyrcanus, yet he was confeious of his incapa- 
city to difcharge the duties of his office, and was 
therefore determined to take every neceflary precau- 
tion againft: any dangers that might arife in confe- 
quence thereof. To this end he appointed hiseldefl: 
Ion, phafael, fuperintendant over Jerufalem, to the 
government of Galilee. 

. Herod, though but fifteen years of age, was of 
a pregnant genius, and enterprizing fpirit ; nor was 
it long before he difcovered himfelf to be capable 
of great undertakings. There happened, at this 
time, to be a gang of defperate robbers who infefted 
Galilee, with the neighbouring parts of Ccelo-Syria, 
committing the moft horrid depredations wherever 
they went. The firft inftancc of the prowefs of 
aSwshw" Herod was upon this banditti, whom he purfued, 

engaged, and took, together with Ezechias, the 
commander in chief, and put him to death, as a 
terror to thofe who efcaped, from the commiffion 
of the fame crimes. This enterprize procured He- 
rod a very diftinguifhed fliare of reputation ; and 
the people confidered him as the man to whom they 
were indebted for the fecure and happy enjoyment 
of their lives, liberties, and pofleflions. It likewife 
made him known to Sextus, kinfman to Casfar the 
Great, who had the adminiftration of Syria, and 
excited an emulation in his brother Phafael, of en- 
go^deEa deavouring to obtain public favour by the upright- 

broth4 lde ne ^ S °^ ^ S c °ndu<ffc. He was, indeed, a man of 
tQl ' T ' public fpirit, and fo moderate in the exercife of his 

power, that he gained the general efteem of the 
people. The reputation of his condudt contribu- 
ted not a little to increafe that of Antipater, who 
experienced as high a degree of veneration as he 
could have done had he been actually the fovereign 
of the people : yet fo far was he from being trans- 
ported beyond the bounds of moderation by his 
great fuccefs, that he preferved in the ftridteft man- 
ner, his fidelity to his friend Hyrcanus, 



"Herod's 
example 



> 

The wealth, power, and grandeur, of Antipater, 
the dignity of his family, and tlic veneration in. A "'M 
which the people held him and his foiia, created 
him mafty enemies among the leading men of tfie V^fk 
Jews, more cfpceially when they found he was a fa- 
vourite of the emperor, as well as with the people of 
Rome in general* They therefore endeavoured to 
traduce his character, and bring upon him the po- 
pular odium ; to efieQi which, they insinuated that 
he had embezzled confiderable Aims of money, 
which he had received from Hyrcanus for the ufe 

■of the Romans. But the principal thing which they 
alledged as the caufe of their diflatisfa£tion, was 
the violent, daring, and ambitious temper of He- 
rod ; infomuch, that, in the heat of their indigna- 
tion, they went in a body to Hyrcanus, whom they 
haughtily addrefied in words to this effect : 

<c Why will you be negligent, while everything 
is going to deftru&ion ? Do you not perceive 
that Antipater and his fons divide the preroga-fctofc 
ti ves and emoluments of the royal power, while 
you are prince only in title and name ? tte cau- 
tious ere matters* proceed too far ; for, depend 
on it, your government and life are equally in 
danger. If you confider thefe youths as your 
deputies, you arc miftaken ; for, in £a<ft, they; 
arc mafters. Herod's treatment of Ezefchias, arid 
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his companions, was a violation of public juftice, 
it being murder to put a man to death without 
the ceremony of trial, however attrocious his 
crimes may have been: but Herod has exercifed 
an arbitrary power, without the leaft pretence of 
authority for fo doing, and therefore ought to be 
rendered amenable to juftice for the iniquities he 
has committed." 



Thefe complaints, added t o the clamour of many 
women in the temple, who called daily upon prince 
and people for juftice upon Herod for the murder 
of their children, induced Hyrcanus to appoint a 
day of hearing and trying the caufe betwixt Herod 
and his accufers before a court of judicature. He** 
rod obeyed the fovereign mandate, and went to Je- 
rufalem, not altogether as a private man, but ac- 
cording to his father's precaution, attended only by 
fuch a train as was deemed neceflary for the feca- 
rity of his perfon. 

» 

Sextus Cajfar, having conceived a great eftee 
for Herod, immediately interpofed in his behalf, by 
dilpatching raelTengersto Hyrcanus, adding mena- 
ces to requeft that he would difmifs the complaint 
exhibited againft him. Herod, on his arrival attiw 
Jerufalem, appeared before the court, at the head of S£ 
whom fat Hyrcanus. His appearance and retinue 
fo awed that venerable aflembly, that they all conti- 
nued mute fome time, no perfon attempting tobring 
the leall: charge againft him, till at length one Sameas 
aman too juft to be corrupted, and too innocentto 
fear, arofe, and thus addrefied the court : 
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tc I never (faid he) before faw a prifoner at the 
bar behave in fo bold and daring a manner, and^J 
I believe your obfervation and experience will*g 
hardly furnifli you with fuch another inftance. ItS 
has been formerly cuftomary for people in fuch a 
fituation, to appear, by their drefs and behaviour, 
refigned to the legal enquiry that awaits them: 
but here is a culprit who feems to pride himfelf in 
his drefs and attendants, which makes it appearas 
if public juftice was more to be dreaded by the 
court than the criminal. Yet I cenfure not him' 
for confulting his own fafety rather than the rc- 
fpetft due to the laws, fo much as I do the king 



and the judges, who have permitted him to aft 
in this manner. But remember that God is juft 
and powerful ; and the time is advancing when 
this man, whom you fcreen from the juftice of 
the laws, will be a fcourge to you all." 



After Sameas had finiflied this fpeech, Hyrcanus, 
finding how the judges flood affe&ed to the caufe, 
and apprehending, from the countenances of the 
people in general, that Herod was in* danger, ad- 
journed the court till the following day, and, in the 
mean time, advifed him to fave himfelf by a private 




* retreat* Ifcrod took the advice of Hyrcanus, and 
fttodt** iaimediatcly repaired to his friend Septus Co-far, 

was then at Damafcus, where he declared 
fullrcfolution, that if ever they cited hima^ain to 
Mjto that court, he would difclairh their jurifdnftiori. 

This contempt of court excited the refemment of 
the judges, who endeavoured, by all means, to in- 6 
cenfe Hyrcanus againft him $ but though the mat- 
ter was iufficiently evident,he was fo pufiltanimotts, 
that he had not courage to take the neceflary means 
to prevent it* 

* 

Hyrcamis was greatly cmbarraflcd at this repre- 
fentation ; but, on receiving information thatSfextus 
had appointed Herod to the command of his troops 
in Syria, his fears increased to fuch a degree, that he 
was continually apprehenfive that Herod meant to 
depofe him. lW was his apprehenfion witRotit 
foundation ; for Herod, exafperated at the indignity 
of being. treated as a criminal; prticeeded with ari 
army towards Jerufaieiri, and \Vould Certainly.h'fei^ 
carried his defign into execution,* had it not bceri 

for the interppfition of hisfather arid brdthcrj who, 
by tj)eir/argunients,. difiuaded him from To Impru- 
dent ^ proceeding* Theyj b^foiight hurt hy ho 
means; to think-of offering violence to his prince} 
to. vyjiofe favour .and countenance he was ifidetited 
for the dignified ftation he enjoyed. They told him^ 
? Thathis indignation, at being accufed, Should in a 
great meafutfe, be appeafed by the friendly advice of 
the king : that if he prided himfelf on his power, he 
ihould conlider that the meafure he was about to 
purfue, was not only unjuft, but unprofitable : that 
the; Divine protection could not be expected by that 
man who revolted againft his fo vereign ; : and that 
the prince he meant to opppfe, was his fiilc>ere friend 
and generous benrffa&or, and one who h&d, in no 

tomtit inftance Wronged'him, except when irritated by the 
filing his injurious fuggeftions o>f his enetpies." Herod was 
^ ffltracBt fo wrought upon by th^fe arguments, that re- 

prefled his indignation, waved his defign . of pro- 
ceeding to hoftilitieSj and returned >toith his army 
to Galilee* 
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lie fem to MithridJtes, tdmy affiftahce, tit the la tc 
Alexandrian war : thele fcf-vices arid griod offices 

confiddfed, I d6 hereby fconfirm and e/lar 
unt© Hyrcanus and his heirs, the perpetual 
nment of th6 Jetfrs, fcoth astheir ptinck and 
prieft* afUr the manner and method of their 
aws j and, from this tiirie forward, enroll 
among rhy trufty and Well beloved friends, 
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alid privileges be devplV 
for eVer : and itl fcafe ptiy 
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hat the Ttixvs 
difcharged the burden 5f wititet-quarters =and 
all public paVinents. 



" 2 It i; is . ordered, J-paius Coefar being conful) 
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c*fa. arid Catd, and was faluted, oh the way, by ambafla 

dors, frbtri Hyrcanus, requeftin^j* that he would ra- 
tify a former league of friendfhip and mutual alli- 
ance* This fuggefts the propriety of introducing, 

inthisplace* a formal account of the honours that 
the Roman emperors have paid to our nation, and 
the leagues of alliance they haye formed with it, that 
it may be evident to the world, in What eftecrawc 
have been held by the kings of Afiaand Europe, as 
tokensof our courage and fidelity. Though many 
willntit credit the- hiftories of the Perfians and Ma- 
cedonians, becaufe they are not gfendrallyaiithenti- 



tbe government of the Jeivs (hall defraud 
JTjrcamis to his heirs for ev«irj with all the pd£» 
fefllotfs^ grants^ jand emoluments, befongihg ot 
annexed t6 the pontificate 't thfc high^pr ieft t ri have 
the judgment <>f all caiifes.- And it is likfcwife 
u appointed that;.ambaflido'rs be forthwith fent to] 
ct Hyrcanus the fon of Alexander^ the high-prieft 
4< of the Jews, with inftru&ions to treat about a 
cc friendly aHiance ; witli him : aild that thefd particu- 
Jars be fairly inferibed upon bnaien tables itvLa- 
" tin and Greek, to be fct up in the capitol at.Tyre, 
u Sidon, Aflcalon, and in -the templfcs, t<rtheend 
that this our pleafure may te duly made known 
4C through all our dominions, and that ncme hiay 
" pretend ignorance, and for the x honour of our 
u frieAd^, ahd fora recommendation of their agents 
" andminifters, to a fingular refpeft andeftecm in 
4t all places wKere they lhall come.' 

cr Gains Caeiar, emperor, diAator and con nil, tak- 
<c ^.g into Bis confideration the honour, frierjdflHp, 
ct and good lervicesr of Hyrcanus, doth hereby, for. 



fly C^far, on his return tt> Rol^ie, liiadd prepafa- £t . t\8 u °2 1C1 V c 7 1 . n 7 r « W om iiercoy,ior 
r - lions for an expedition into Africa againft Seipi* u % ^ncfit and ad vantage oFthefenate and people 

. i— i V <• x i °» . >i W. " Of Romp, ffrantnnto Hvrrann<;. the fonof Mev- 



a of Rome, grant unto Hyfcanusi ^the Ion of Alex^ 
a . arider, and to his fons after him, by an hereditary 
c< * l g? 1 *' °^ fucceftion, the authority and office of 
cc princes and priefts of Jeniialem, arid of the whole 
<c nation of the Jews, to be by theni .e^cef cifed and 
4< enjoyed, in filch mahnef as thfcir anceftors enjoy ed 
cc ande^tercifed thefaid dignities before them. 

- 



Gaius Ccefar, the fifth time conful, hath or- 

\ c dained and appointed that the city of Jerufalem 

u fliall be repaired and fortified ; arid that Hyfca- 

<c hus, the prince and high-prieft of the Jews, and 

_ cc the fon of Alexander, (hall have the admimilra- 

cated, none can difpute the i decrees of the Romans, u tiori of the gdvernment, with an abatement upon 



as they are ftill extant in the capitol* and eqgraven 
upon pillars of brafs. Befides this, Julius Caefar 
made a pillar of brafs for the jews of Alexandria ; 
but, as a demonftration I fhall now cite the decrees 
made by thefenate, and by Julius Ccefar, in honour 
of Hyrcanus in particular, and our nation in gene- 
ral. 

a Gams Julius Cselar, emperor, Pontifex iilaxi- 
mus, and the fecond time di&ator, tcf the 
m3giftracy, fenate, and the people of Sidon, 
greeting : 

u t fend you the copy of aietter of ours to Hyr- 
canus, the Ion of Alexander, the prince and high- 
" prieft of the Jews, to be engraved upon a brafs 
" table, the infeription in Latin and Greek, and 
* to remain among your regifters for after-times. 
u The letter itfelf in fubftance as follows :" ' 
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the duty, every fecond year, of a part of their 
taxes, an exemption from carriages, arid other 
u tributes. 

ti Caius Csefarj emperor, hath like wife ordained 
that the inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall pay a 
yearly tribute for itfelf, and all its dependencies, 
faving only the tityof JOppa, with an exemption 

uty frpm the feVcnth year, which they 
<c call Sabbatical, or the Year of Reft, in which 
they neither fow, plant, or reap, either fruit or 
grain. And it is his pleafure alio, that the Jews, 
in Sidori, pay a tribute, of the fourth paf t of their 
fruits, every fecond year, for a duty, befide the 
i€ tenths to Hyrcanus and his fons, as they have 
u paid formerly to their predeceflbfs. 



ct 
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Caius Julius Casfar, emperor, Pontifex Maxi- 
mum, and the fecond time di&ator, hath, 
with the advice and confent of the fenate, 
51 appointed the publication of this decree : 

^ u Forafmuch as Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, 
a J ew » hath at all times, as well in war as in 

" peace, approved himfelf to be our trufty good 
No. 19.' 



cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 



And farther, 

that no governors, military officers, or ambaffa- 
dors, prefume to raifeariy foldiers, ofimpofeany 
charges, upon the lands of the Jews, whether, for 
winter-quarters, or upon any other pretext what- 
foever; but that they may hold all tfrcjr pur- 
chafes and acquifitions peaceably arid quietly to 
cc theirifelves, without any lett or moleftation what- 
<c foever. It is alfo our farther will and pleafure, 
that the city of Joppa, whichxhe Jews were pot 
fefled ofatthefrfir/tentrarice into an alliance with 
" the Romans, remain under the government of 
* c Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, and his family, 
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whiiall the revenue! atfd advantages arifing from 
it, whether upon httflbattdry, portolaties, taxes, 
cuftomi, anchorage, impoMttons upon goods, 
and exportation* or corn for Sjdori, once In two 



yearsi, Favingonly the fabbatical year, wjiercin (as 



fenate , and gave an audience to the am bulla dor* of 
Hyrcanus, upon the fubjclt matter of their infrac- 
tions, formed a new league with them, and came to 
a refolution, at lad, in favour of all their demands. 



Dolobclla, having received letter* from Hyrcanus, 
took occafton from thfcnce* to fend difpatche* all 
reap, or gather. As to tbp villages that Hyrca- II over Afia, 



mis and his anccftors formerly enjoyed in the Great 
Plain, it is the will of the fenate, that they con- 
tinue to Hyrcanus and the Jews in manner as be- 
fore, and that the fame laws and cuftoms be ftill 
prefer ved and exercifed betwixt them and the 
priefts, and all advantages made good that had 
been formerly granted to them by the fenate and 
the people of Rome ; the fame privileges extend- 
ing even to Lydia itfelf. And whereas the Ro- 
mans had formerly beftowed lipon the kings of 
Syria and Cilicia, certain lands and eftates, in. re- 
fpect of ail aiiiance betwixt them, it is the plea- 
fiire of the fenate, that they ftill continue in the 
poiTeflion of Hyrcanus, the prince of the Jews. 
And farther, thathchimfelf, his fon, and his am- 
bafladors* (hall have places affigned then! athong 
the fenators, to fee the gladiator si and cither piib- 
lic fpe&acles ; and that upon any occafidii of ap- 
plying tliemfelves to the fenate; ike dilator* or 
mafter of the horfe, (hall Introduce them to their 
audience, and an anfwer tor be returned theni 
within ten days, if the fenate (hall com* to any 
refolution upon the matter; 9 ' 

Caius Julius; the fourth tinle emperor,- the fifth 
time conful, and perpetual dictator, makes the fol- 
lowing mention of Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, 
the pnucc and the high-prieft of the Jews. 

u Whereas my predeceflbrs, as well iii the pro- 
vinces as in the fenate, have formerly borne wit- 
nefs to many honourable reports, on the behalf of 
the high-prieft, Hyrcanus, and the gerierality of 
the Jews, who have thereupon received the thanks 
of the fenate and people of Rome, in acknowledg- 
ment of their worth and goodnefs j we look upon 
thefe friendly offices arid refpe&s as obligations 
never to be forgotten, and upon ourfelves as 
bound, in the name of the fenate and people of 
Rome, to give HyrcanUs, his family, and coun- 
trymen, all poflible demoriftratidns of the fenfe 
we have of their amity arid efteem.'' 



and particularly to Ephcfus the me- 
tropolis of that province, in tcrins to the following 
effeft : * 

p 

"The emperor *Doiobeila to the magiftrates, fenate •titk^ 



and people, of Ephefus, greeting : 
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Whereas iye are givch to underftand by Alex^ 
c< anderi the fon bf Theodbfrds, and ambaflador of 

rieft atid prim* of the Jews, * 

i Hyrcanus, that the Jews, 
" being tied dp by thfe religion, laws, arid coftftitu* 
u tions of their country, riot to beat irzti&i tratelj 
a or fd iridch as provide theWfelVes tteceflaiftei for 
cc life, iipbri the driy df their fabbathj ate tb'tffeb* 
"rendered incapable df attending the ddticS ami 
u ftrvices bf thd WaH we do, therefore, ofrdehahd 

" appoint, according to <Vhat but- pfedeeeflbrt hate 

* done before lis in the feme Cafe* that this faid 
" Jews be, frohi this tifhe forward \ exempted from, 

* all military charges, arid ^ermittid the liberty df 
" meeting, worfliippingatfd ikfcrificirig, accdr4ro£f ; 

way; Arid hetebf you are 

* to caufe due notice to be gii'eii thrdiigh all tHe 
Cc cities of your province* 0 

■ 

Thdrel are iiiany decrees of the feriatd ktiA ^ ■ 

rors of the Romans of this kind j and others Whithcrea^; 
have been made in favour of HyrcahuSj ktfd tif oaf JjJ«tf 
nation. There are alfo decrees bf particularities/ 
and refcripts of thePrietors tb fueh epiftles as coh- „ 
cerned iht rights and privileges of our natibft ; Bat 
it is apprehended that the fpeciriiens we have in- 
ferted, will be deemed fufficient by fucH as are dip 
pofed to judge with fcandour and liberality; We 
have produced marks ftill apparent of the frieridfhip 
in which we have been held by the Romans, ahddt- 
monftrated that thofe marks are engraven upon co-" 
lumns and tables of brafs irl the Capitol^ and pre- 
fcrved to this day as monuments of that alliance; 
To adduce more proofs would be both tedious and 
unnecefTary. Ifliall, therefore* throw myfelf on the 
candour of the reader, prefuming that nbr doubts' 

can be entertained of fa&S confirmed by fuch demon- 



ic 



Caius Julius, dirtator and conful, to the ma- || Native evidence, and fo advert to tbebiftory, 
giftracy, fenate, and body of the Parians, 



cc 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
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u Whereas application hath been made unto us, 
at Delos, by great numbers of the Jews from fe- 
veral cplarters,- complaining againft you in the 
hearing and preferice of your own ambafTadors, 
" for barring the Jews the liberty of their country 
" laws and the free enjoyment of their rites and fa- 
" crifices j they having likewife fliewed us the in- 
tc ftrument of interdiction itfelf : thefe are to let 
you underftand, that we will not fuffer any fuch 
4C unreafonable rigour to be pra<5tifed towards our 
cc friends and allies : but our pleafure is, on the 
46 contrary, that they be let alone in the free and 
cc peaceable enjoyment of their cuftoms, feftivals 
and facrifices ; being no more than the allowance 
of a privilege which they enjoy in Rome itfelf : 
for, in the edi& of Caius Casfar, conful, prohibit- 
ing all public meetings and congregations in the 
city, the Jews alone were permitted to meet toge- 
ther : and I my felf , in ano ther cafe of prohibition, 
excepted the Jews likewife out of that reftraint, 
u and left them to their own ways and manners. 
c * Wherefore, if fo it be, that you have pafTed any 
" order to the prejudice of our allies, in the privi- 
a leges that we have thought fit to allow them, it 
<c is but juft and reafonable that you revoke and 
" make void any fuch decree out of refpedt to us, 
" arid to them for our fakes, as they are our friends 

" andatfies-" 

After the death %f Caefar, Marcus Antonius, and 
Julius Dolobella, being then confuls, called a 



The murder of Julius Cefar is followed by a civil war.. 
Cajfius and Herod join in horrible opprejfion. Venality ' 
and perjury prevail* 



cc 
cc 
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ABOUT this time a fedition happened in Sy-^ ^ 
ria, upon the following occafion. Cceciliui n»$km 
BaflTus entered into a plot upon the life of Sextus^Sl 
CasfaV, caufed him to be put to death, and took pdf - oa^P- 
feflion of the province. This outrage was followed Vcmaa6 
by a bloody war upon the borders of Apaima. The 
party attached by Julius Casfar oppofed Baflus with 
their utmoft power, and were joined by Antipater 
and his fons, in honour to the memory of his illuf- ^ 
trious benefa&or, accounting himfeff bound, by&cc*i? 
every tie of juftice, to take vengeance on the mar-^." 
derers of fo generous a friend . During this conteft w?*?* 
Marcus came from Rome, to take upon him the go- 0 ^ 
vernment of Sextus ; and, in the meantime, Brutus 
and Caffius, with a band of other confpirators, bar- 
baroufly afiaflinated Julius GtJefar rn the fenate- 
houfe, after he had retained the imperial dignityfor 
the (pace of three years and fix months. 

* 

* 

The death of Julius Casfar occafioned fhocking^cj, 
contentions and diforders among the fubjeAs of thej^gj 
Roman empire* The heads of the people were di- 0 fjais> 1 
vided into factions, and, regardlefs of the public^ 
welfare, adted according to their refpecftiveintcrefts 
and paffions, and an univerfal anarchy enfued. Caf- 
fius obtained the command of the army in Syria* 
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which wail tlicrt before Apamli, arid having foort 
brought over to his intcreft Marcus and Bafltis, 
raifccl the ficgc# He then proceeded from blacc to 

J1ace, collect uig men, money, and arms; whercvef 
c went J btlt the place he mod dppreffed was Jri- 
da?a, on which he levied an enomioiis tax of bb+ 
tween feven and eight hundred talents of filvcr.j 

During this confufion, Antipater committed the 
{ care of gathering part of the money fixed oh Ju- 
g?«t*rV drea, to his two fons, while Malichus (who was next 
pfCl cfiSSl to him in pow6r, and fecretly his enemy) Was con- 



5 

t'uaol' cemed with others in collecting the rift. Herod 

who was defirous of obliging the Rdmans, thorigli 
at the injury of his countrymen, began with the 
moft acceptable prefents to Caflius, of the contri- 
butions of Galilee, as the firft-fruits of his fervice. 
Several cities, under other governors* were expofed 
and fold to the heft bidders, particularly Gophria^ 
Emmaus, Lydda, and Thamna, the inhabitants ot 
v/hich were, by order of Caflius, fold for flaVes. He 
wasparticularlyincenfed againft Malichus, and, for 
his negle&, formed a defign of putting him to 
death, which he certainly would have done, had 
not Hyrcanus, by the hands of Antipater, pacified 
him With a prcfent of an hundred talents out of his 
own c6fFetfs. But Caflius. had no fooner left Syria, 
With* the treafure* he had collected, than Malichus 
concerned meafures for the definition of hisgene- 

Majicbm fdils bcttef ador , whom he confidered as the only ob- 

5SSSS? ftacle tb hid ambitious views. Antipater, entertain- 
tpatcr. ing a {iifpicion of his defign, as a neceflary caution , 

eroded the river Jordan, and placed himfelf at the 
head of as large abody of Jews and Arabians as he 
could colleft together. Malichus, who was bold 
and artful, finding himfelf fufpe&ed, immediately 
went to Antipater and his fons, and, by perjury, at- 
tempted to prove his innocence. M Can it be ima- 
<c gined (faid he) that I fhould be fo weak as to 
co^Sion u think of a plot or confpiracy, when I knew that 
fir artful Herod had the command of the arms and maga- 

uT" " zines,' and that Phafael had the Command of Je- 

44 rufulcm ? In confequence of this and other fub- 
terfuges, Antipater was prevailed On to form i re- 
conciliation with the traitor. Marcus, who then 
held the government of Syria, wais fo incenfed at 
the* proceedings of Malichus, that, but for the in- 
terceffion of Antipater, he would have put him to 
death. 




r * 



CHAP; 



Herod obtains the government of the Lower Sytia; Anti- 
pater is treacheroujly taken off by Malichus. 



* * 



Grit pre- \ T this time a war' commenced between An- 
B«S? tof **■ thony and the younger Casfar, (afterwards cal- 
led Afigfxftus.) ; fo that Caflius, fenfible of the great 
talents of. Herod, nominated him to the govern- 
ment .of. Coelo-Syria;. and appointed him a ftrong 
guard, both of horfe and foot promifingj at the 
lame time, that, after the war was over, he would 
promote him to the fovereignty of Judasa. The ad- 
vancement of Herod proved of fatal confequence 
to his father j for Malichus, thinking that Anti- 
pater would by that means become ftillmorc power- 
ful, refolved to difpatchhim ; and, to that end, tak- 
Mahcbus ing the opportunity of Antipater's one day dining 

ti^Vw" ) vltl \ Hyrcanus, he bribed the butler to put poifon 
teukta in his wine, with which he inftantly expired, and 

Malichus, with an armed force, took poffeffion of 
the city. Such was the end of Antipater, atnan of 
ftrict probity , a friend to the diftreffed, and .a true 
lover of his country. 

When Herod and his brother heard of this bar- 
barous murder upon the perfon of their father, they 
were greatly incenfed agahift Malichus, wh6, in 
their own minds, they were convinced was the au- 
thor of it. But Malichus had the confidence to 
forfwaar all, and ftand upon his juftification. He- 
rod was defirous of wreaking inftant vengeance on 
the head of the traitor ; but his brother Phafael 
difluading him from that meafure, through an un- 
willingnefs to difturb the public peace, they per- 
mitted him to make a defence, and aflumed the ap- 



ffcaptt in- 
ftant 



pfeararice of being fatisficd of im' innocence j after 
^hich they proceeded to the interment of their 
fdthef, the ceremonies of which they caufed to 
be performed with the aloft diftinguifhed mag- 
nificence' 



Herod 



t 
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Samdria 
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Malfce 



thing in great diforrfcr, made it hisbuiinefsto regii-^ 
late matters, and fettle all difbutes among the inha- 
bitants, by a regular courie of law and juftice. 
Soon after the ar/Lvat of HsJrod, there ..came pn 4 
iblemnfeftival at Jerufalem, upon which occafiori 
he advaxiced with his guards t6 wards the city j but 
Malichus, being ftill under apprehenfion, perfiiaded 
Hyrcanus not to admit him, upon pretence . that 
it would be a prophanation of the holy religion, 
to cdriimunicate the. ceremonies of .their wdtfhip 
to ftrangers. But. Herod treated the interdiction 
with contempt, and, in the night j* gained admit- 
tance with .hw att^endants^ . . This circuhiftahce 
alarmed lyfalichus^ who, perceiving the.neceffity 
fef an ambiguous behaviour, treated Herod. with ^"Jf 6 
gre/i$ apparent refpedt, and pretended tohcexqui- tdcndtu^ 

fitelv afBiA.ed at the fate of Antipater, . Herod and 
his friends faw through, this hypocrify, but deem- 
ing it expedient, for the pr.e{ent>to oppofedifl3mu- # 
latiori to difiimulation, affe^ed to. believe .him fin- 
cere, and the next day, takirig their leave, returned 
to Satnaria. \ 

* 

G tt A P s XX* 

/ • ■ • 

The murder of jintlpafer revenged on Malic fius\ at the 

inftance of CaJJius and Herod. 



■ * 



i^SASSlUS, to whom the chara&er of .Malichus ww 
V~s was well known, immediately, on the i>ews 6£ foiv 
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the death df Antipater, enjoined Herod. to feejc rc-2J2g[ 
venge upon the head of the murderers, and ? fpr that of AntiU 
pUrpofe,difpatched private orderstodifferent.com- l ' awr ' 
mandersof his troops, that were then at Tyre, td' 
afford fuch afliftance as he fhould require. . Soon 
after, in confequence of Laodicea being taken by 
Caflius, the people came thronging to him with pre- 
fents to court his favour, fo that Herod matte no 
doubt of availing himfelf of that opportunity to gain 
His poiht. But Malichus, conicious of his own 
guilt, and fufpe&ing the defign of the other ffifm- 
ed apian for getting his fon from Tyre, where he 
then refided as an Koftage, thinking if he could 
retreat with him into Judsea, the Jews might be 
tampered to a revolt, and he himfelf take advan-- 
tage, while Caflius was engaged in a war with An- 
thony, of feizins, on the p;6vernment.. But his - • 
project was fruftrated through the lagacity and pre- ^ to 
caution of Herod, who£ent out feyeral officers bf- d « ath 
forehand, td meet Malichus «hd his train upon the pi^xln^ 
way, under pretext of inviting him to an entertain- "cto!^ 
xnent, but with orders to fall on and difpatch him CT ° 
with their daggers, as fobn as he reached k cer- 
tain fpot. The officers, in obedience to the com*, 
mand given tHein by Caflius, readily complied with 
the injunction of Herod, waited the opportunity, 
arid put the tfaitbr Malichus to death. This alarm^ 
ing and fudden event fo affe<fted Hyrcanus, that he ] 
remained fpeechltfsand infenfible for foine time: 
but, on recovering hinifelf, and enquiring; into the 
particulars, Herod put an end t6 his curibfiiy, by 
afluringhim, that it wa^ all done by command of 
Caflius. Upon hearing this, Hyftanus commended 
the action, as taking vengeance on a villain, capa- 
ble of every defign that co'uM be injurious to indi- 
viduals, or to fociety in general. 

Caflitishad no fooner left S^'ria, than great diftrtr- A rumult 
bances arofe in judsea ; for Felix, with the troops raifcu in 
under his command in Jerufalem, made a fudden ^ udaa * 
attack ttpon Phafael, and the pedple betook tltem- 
felves to their arms iri his defence. Herod applied 
himfelf to Fabius, the goyrfnof of Dfrjpiafcus! de- 
firous of haftenine; to the afliftance of his brother ; 
but was prevented, for theprefent, by a prevailing Fcl . xi4 
indifpofition.Phafael^hovvever,w:<ptheredtheftorra, overcome 
and, with his own forces, dfove Felix, and all his tu- 
multuous party, out of Jfcrufalem, and forced them 
forfanihiary into a ftrong hold, whence they were 
difnrifledon fuch terms artfie conqueror thought 
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proper to Impofe, PJiafacI reproached Hyrcanus 
witn the highefl ingratitude, in fupporting an ene- 
my after the femccs he had derived from him, 
and in particular, giving the brother of Malichus 
pofTcffion of Maflada, one of the ftrongcll fortrcflc* 
in the country* But Herod, upon his recovery* 
retook all the places that had been reduced by 
Felix, and t/r ought him quietly to fubmit to hti 



own terms* 



CHAP. XXL 



Antigonus, the fon of Arijlobulus, oppofes^ and is defeat* 
ed by Herod, who efpoufes Mariamnc, the grand- 
daughter of Hyrcanus. 

HeroJ op- T T ERQD had a- more powerful enemy to {ubdue 

&nci d onui ^an ^ c ^ x * Antigonus having entered into a 

''delign of oppoilng him, for that purpofe raifed a 
powerful army, and, inconlideration of a confider- 
able film: of money, engaged Fabius, governor of 
Damafcus, to join him. He was alfo amfted by Ma* 
rion, who, through favour of Caflius, had obtain- 
ed the command of Tyt e, and power over all Syria* 
having fettled feveral garrifons there, and three in 
Galilee it{elf. Herod, however, fpeedily reduced 
thofe places to fubmiffion : though he treated the 
Tyrians not only with lenity, but lingular refpei^fe, 
conferring prefents on many of them, as a token of 
the good will he bore to their country. He then im- 
mediately advanced, and being met by Antigonus, 
at the head of his army, a defperate engagement en- 
fued, in which Herod proved victorious, the army 
of his opponent being totally routed, greatnumbers 
flain, and the reft, with their conjunctive leaders, 
forced to a precipitate flight. After this conqueft^ 
Herod returned in triumph to Jerufalem, where he 
was received with univerfal acclamations of joy : 
for he had already contra&ed an affinity with the fa- 
mily of Hyrcanus^ being on the point of marriage 
withMariamne, (a) t* 

fon of Ariftobulus, and Alexandra, the daughter of 
Hyrcanus. The nuptials were accordingly con- 
fummated ; and Herod had, by this wife, three Tons 
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fan&Um of tetter* from Anthony to the refpeftka 
province* in their favour* 

Anthony, plcafed with the c.'rnpli merit, and 
thinking; the requcft made by the Jews ftrirftly julfc 
and rcafonahle, readily complied, and, in confe- 
quence thereof, wrote to Hyrcanus, and the Jcwa, 
and alfo difpatched an edi& to the Tyriauft, to the 
following effect : ' 

c* Marctis Antonius, Emperor, ioflyrcanUs the high- 
c< pricft, and prince of the Jews, greeting : 

c< Whereas we have received from J^ylimachus* 
the fon Paufanias, Jofeph, the fon of Men-* 
na?us, and Alexander, the fon of Theodorus, 
your ambalTadors at Ephefus f fir e(h aiTu^ances of 
the continuance of your and your people's affec- 
tion for us, according to what hath been former- 
ly exhibited, to usat RomS,,in which comfniffion 
u they have faithfully; and Worthily acquitted them- 
" {elves } and whereas we are abundantly fatisfied 
" with the fincerity of font intentions, more from 
ct the proof we havfc had of your gobd faith, than 
a the force of words,; we do heartily agtfee toyoiir 
* c propefals, and ,crnbrace your friendfhip. Now 
u the enemies, both of OurfelveS, aitd of the. people 
iC of Rome, havirig laid wafte and ravaged jthc 
" whole couatr^r of Afia, without bny regard, to 
c6 laws, , oatha$ ^rofoifes, of, contracts^ we* hare 
" turned our arms a gain ft thefe. violators of all du* 
ct ties, facred and civil ; not for any paftidularinte* 
" reft of our owtf hut in vindication of the* com* 
mon caufe of mankind ; fcs id the 6afe of ' the! 
u horrid murder of Gsfcfar, a tfrnrie mod black and 
c< hideous. Such was the outrages malice 
the a (Ta flirts at the battle of Philippic wfierevHatr* 

ingpoffeffed therofelves of all the ftrorig plades, 
up to the very, fea, under the cover of altnoft im* 

pafiable mountains* (hey were fo ported, that there 

was only oite Vk'djf open to come it therii : 

notwithftanding thefe difficulties, divine jufticfc 
gavels fo entire a vi&ory over the facrilegidui 
rebel$, that we beat Brutiis and Caffius into thtf 
" town; where, fending themfelves bdgirt, they 
'.'-both periflied trigdther : fo that having inflhfted * 
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having had a former wife of | J Hft vengeance tipon the head* of thefc monftetty 



and two daughters 

his country, named Dores, by whom was born to 
him his eldeft fon, Antipater. 

CHAP. XXIT. 

Complaints brought by the Jews againft Phafael and 
Herod, who, having conciliated the fay our, obtain 
the fanttion, of Anthony who will not admit of their 



charge. 



Edifts of Anihony refpefting the Jews. 



c< we. now hope to fee peaceable days agairi, a&dr 
" Afi^j that looks like a body already recorerifirg 
<c out Of a defperate diftcmper, by this relief, de-» 
u livered finally from the outrages and calamities 
" of a moft devouring war. It fliall be our care 
" likewife to provide, that you and your people 
<c may come in for an ample fhare in the comfort of 
" fogreat a bleffing. To this end we have already 
" difpatched away our mandates, from place to 
<c place, for the immediate difcharge of all the 



Herod arc 



f\URING thefe tranfatfions, a decifive battle " J e *T s ' as well bond as free, thacliad been e*- 



Ti 

xJ took place near Philippi, in IWaced 7 

ihcjcvril which Caffius, having been defeated by Anthony 

and Auguftus Casfar, went into Gaul, and Anthony 
into Afia. When the latter arrived at JBithynia, 
he was attended by ambalTadors from feveral princes 
and ftates in that part of the world, to congratu- 
late him on his late fuccefs. Sereral of them al- 
ledged complaints agalnft Phafael and Herod, whom 
they accufed of having ufiirped, and arbitarily 
exercifed, the fove s reignty of Juda»a, leaving Hyr- 
canus only the name of a king. But Herod plead* 
ed his caufe fo powerfully, and enforced his argu- 
ments by the proper adminiftration of a douceur to 
Anthony, that his adverfaries could not obtain a 
hearing. Upon Anthony's arrivalat Ephefus, Hyr- 
canus, and a body of the principal Jews, fent mef- 
fengers to him with a crown of gold, and various 
other prefents, at the fame time requefting that their 
countrymen, who were carried prifoners by Caffius, 
contrary to the rules of war, might be fet at liber- 
ty, and reftored to thofe pofTeffions of which they 
Bad beenunjufily deprived. They alfo defired the 
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pofed to fale, by Caffius, or his- order- Arid ii 
is our farther pleafure, that youfhall quietly dn* 
u joy to yourfelves,aiTd your heirs, all the graegsafcd 
6C privileges imto you granted by myfelf and 
cc Dolobella, with an exprefs* kihibition to thd Ty-« 
cc rians, that they give you no fort of moleftati6% 
u and as pofitively commanding them to maktf 
cc full reftitution of the goods and^ftates that hath 
lc been taken away from the Jews, declaring our* 
<c acceptance alfo of the crown you were pleafed 
" to fend." 

■ 

* c Marcus AntOrtius, Emperor, to the magiftrates, 
4C fenatc, and people of Tyre, greetin 
cc Whereas We have been given to underftand at 
cc Ephefus, by the ambafTadors isf tlyrcaiius, the 
high-prieft, and priftc^df the Jews, that, in the 
c< time when our enemies Were in pofTeflloh of this 
" province, you entered upon the lands of feVerat 
u of this people for your own ufe : be it now 
" known unto you, that, as we engaged in this waf 
u for the good of the empire, and for the mainte- 
nance of juftice, againft a band of lawlefs rebel&> 
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(a) She was the daughter of Alexairdcr, the fon of king Ariftabttlus, 
by Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus. She was a lady of extraor* 
diuary beauty and diftinguifiicd virtue, and, in all other laudable quali- 
fications, accomplitfied beyond moft women of her time ; but the real 
motive for Hcrod'f defirimrtomakc her his* wife was. becaufe the Tews. 



at that time, had a very lealous regard for the Afmonean family, (that 
is, the defcendaots of the Maccabees), and therefore he thought that 
by marrying- this lady, he Should the more cifily obtain tht general 
affcflions of the people. 
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<* To wcAo hcrchy will and require you, not only to 
« live in peace and amity with our allies, but alfo 
44 to re f tore to the former proprietor* whatever you 
<A have of theirs, that was taken from them by the 
" hands of our enemies, who, as they had no man- 



ion 



14 could they convey any right to others, upon whom 
11 they pretended to beftow it, beingonly the mer- 
4i ccnary inftruments of their violence andufurpa- 
" tion. And now having brought our adverfaries 
" to condign punifhment, we find it reafonable to 
" re-eftablifh our allies in the full and quiet enjoy- 
" nient of their eftates : wherefore, if you have in 
" your hands, at prefent, any lands, or eftates, for- 
" merly belonging to Hyrcanus, the prince of the 
" Jews, which you came to be feizedof in the time, 
a or under the countenance, of Caflius's invafion, 
u it is 6ur will that they be forthwith delivered up 
" to the perfons from whom they were taken, with- 
u out any oppofition or delay ; and in cafe of any 
" doubt or difficulty that may arife upon the equity 
" of the matter, it fhall be our care, when we come 
" into thofe parts, to hear both fides, and to dbim- 
" partial juftice 

u Mark Anthony, Emperor, to the magiftrates, fe- 

u nate, and people of Tyre, greeting : 

Jhave fent you my mandate, which you are to 
u fee carefully tranfenbed in Latin and Greek, and 
« expofed upon a table among your records, in a 
u public place, where all people may take notice 
" of it." And again, 

" Marcus Antonius, Emperor and triumvir, Sec. 

4C as follows : 

c< Whereas Caius Caflius, taking advantage of 
c< our troubles and diftradlions, brake in, with a 
" body of troops, upon a province with which he 
" had no concern, and without the leaft colour of 
u ariv warrantable title or pretenfion, ravaging and 



['plaints and atcufations again/I I hem, and the *mo\i 
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was undertaken by Mefl'ala and Hyreanus; tvho, 7 ^f t mu V 
at this time, by marriage, was become fatber-in-laW^,*, /™£ lu 

to Herod* The caufe was tried at Daphne }. and 
Anthony, after a full hearing of both parties, dc-£w£*| 
manded of Hyrcanus, whom he considered as inoft Hy^canu*: 
pcrfe<5lly qualified for public adniimftration ? . He ^nJtn^ 
replied, that he knew no perfons fo capable of fa/our of 
government asPhafael and Herod. This declaration §1$** 
was highly fatisfaftory to Anthony, who .ftill held 
in grateful recollection the friendly reception, and 
liberal entertainment, he had received from their 
father Antipater, at the time Gabanius invaded 
Judaea, in token of which he conferred upon 1 
both the dignity of Tetrarchs, (tf) and committed 
to them the public affairs of Judsea. He alfo wrotp 
feveral letters in their favour, and imprifoned fif- 
teen of their moft violent per (ecu tors,- with a ref- 
lation to have put them to death ; but Herod, by 
his mediation, diverted the refolution. 

This a£t of candour in Herod had very little 
weio* 

mi _ 
ftrudtion 




fled 



When Anthony arrived at Tyre, they 
difpatched no lefs than a thoufand of their princi- 
pal men with accufations of the like nature as be- 
fore againft the brothers. But they had already 
formed fo powerful an intereft by dint of prefents, 
that Anthony fent his orders to the magiftracy of 
the place to affift Herod in the fupport of his author 
rity, and to do juftice on the JeWifli meflengers, a$ 
feditious, innovators, who had a defign of lubv.ert- 
ing the government. Herod, however, on this oc- 
cauon, gave an additional inftance of his modera- 
tion, in repairing to the deputies as they were adr 
vancing up to the city, and advifing them, by all 
means, to withdraw them felves in time.. Hyrca- 
nus enforced the advice of Herod, and defired them 



to depart, to prevent the mifchiefs that might at- 
tend their perhfting in their appeal : but this turbu- 
lent faction, infpiteof allremonftranceand advice^ 
perfifted in theirrefolution, till they were fet upon, Theypcr- 
and overborne, by multitudes both of Jews and in- 

- , i_ • - ~ . n habitants, who killed and wounded great numbers and are 

the rigour which was found neceflary to fupprels 
fueh outrageous proceedings, many of the common 
people perfifted in their invedlives and exclamati- 
ons againft Herod, which irritated Anthony to fiich 



" deftroying the country and the whole nation of 
" the Jews, though our dear friends and allies, and 
4c continuing thofe outrages, till, by our arms, we 
" brought down the pride and infolence of thefe 
" prefumptious ufurpers ; it is our exprefs will and 
command now, for the reparation of all thefe 
" indignities, (fo far as i£ us lies,) to ordain and 
" appoint, that reftitution, or fatisfaftion, be forth- 
" with made to our allies the Jew9, for whatfoever 
" had been forcibly taken from them, and the per- 
" fons of all their prifoners to be fet at liberty : 
" and we do likewife require that this our decree 
* " be pun dlu ally obferved, upon pain of our utmoft 
u difpleafure." 

Anthony wrote to the fame purpofe alfo to the 
people of Sidon, Antioch, and Arad, which we 
think proper to mention in this place, that pofte- 
rity may know what honour and re(pet5fc our nation 
has received, from time to time, from the ftate of 
Rome. 



a decree, thathe commanded the fifteen who were 
imprifoned to be put to de^th. 



CHAP. 



XXIV. 



CHAP. XXIII. 



Frejb charges alledged againft Herod and Pkafael. The 
caufe is tried. Herod retaliates on his accufers. 



w 



after this, came into Syria, 



Anthony ^ ^ 

twmTurcd ^ ^ e was met "and faluted, on the way", by 
ofcieo- Cleopatra, where he became enamoured of her 

perfon and accomplilhments. 

The Jcurj 

^culc He- 
lod. 



Notwithftanding the repulfe which the enemies 
of Phafael and .Herod had met with, no lefs than 
one hundred of the moft eminent perfons amongft 
the Jews repaired in a body to Anthony, with com* 



(a) The word Tctrarch, which fome times occurs in Scripture, (as in 
Matt.xiv. 1 Luke Hi. i, ix 7. A&s xiii. 1.) and is frequently ufed 
among the defendants of Herod the Great, fignifies a Lord that has the 
fourth part of a flate, province, or kingdom, without wearing a diadem, 
or bearing the title of a king. * But it muft not be always understood in 



Antigontis tampers with the Parthians to depofe Hyr~ 
cantcs^ and put the brothers to death. Divers ap- 
verfe circumfiances attend them in conference of the 
contention of parties. 

IN the year following Pacorus, fon of the king of 
Parthia, and Barzapharnes, a chief commander 
of that country, poflefled themfelves of Syria ; and 
Ptolemy Mannseus dying at the fame time, his fon 
Lyfanias fucceeded him, having contra&ed a'par- 
ticular friendlhip with Antigonus, the fon of Arif T 
tobulus, by means of Barzapharnes, who held him 
in great efteem. 

Antigonus, who had long looked upon^ Herod 
with an eye of jealoufy, had eftablifhed an intereft 
amtmg the moft leading perfons of the Parthian na- 
tion, and contracted with them, for a thoufand ta- 
lents, and five hundred women, on their depofing 
Hyrcanus, putting him and all his party to death, 
and receiving him for governor in his ftead . 

Though the fumpromi fed was not depofrted, the 



a rigorous fenfe, becanfe the name of Tetfarch was - given to hirn who 
pofleiTed fometimcs an half, and fometimes a tlUrd, part of^iny principa- 
lity ; nay, frequently the name of King was given to him wild was but 2 
Tctrarch, and that of a Kingdom to a Tetrarchy, 
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P,!rthi:in.i tmharkcd in 1 1 1 r* undertaking, 
marched with an army again ft Jiulrcsi j P;icoriisat 



from flic roming n j> f>K f ft*- ii ? Is who w;r r to exe- 
cute fllr deffgu « Upon (her dH' <>v>;ry f Ph rfacl Warf 

ir'mrf..Mr€tlift Iieacl of one body, by the way of t/ic eoaft, and Jj advlfed fo t st I; v. horfe, and betake himlclf u$ frtfrne* 
l f JVli? Rar/apharncs, the general, at the head of another, diatc flight* Oplicllitifj, a man <.f the hrft l ank.aml 

- ■ ~« « fortune 'in Syria, had detected the plot, and living 

near the fen, offered hint the convenience? of Hiinl 



Jcwi. 




jmUA. t hroiigb the inland parta# Thci Tynans oppofed the 

entrance of Pncorus into the city j but the people 
of Si don and PtolcinaJs opened their gates. Upon 
this he detached a troop of horfe upon the fcout, to 
take a view of the ftatc of the country, and rein- 
force Antigonus, ifoccafion fhould require it. The 
™ncdb%J cw8 °f Mount Carmel efpoufed his intercft, by 
number of whofe affiftance he was induced to think he (hould 

become poflefled of that part of the country which 
they call Dry mas. At the inftancc of others who 
came over to him, and thereby confiderably aug- 
mented his force, he advancetl even to JeruCilem 
If, with a refolution to attack the brothers, 
afael and Herod, in the royal palace. But a con- 
iiderable part of their adherents fell upon them in 
the market-place, and driving u:em from their poft, 
they fled into the temple. Herod placed a guard 
about the adjacent premifes, for the better fecurity 
of the facred edifice; but the multitude impetu- 
oufly breaking in, fetfire to the buildings, and con- 
fumed both them J^id the guards. Herod, how- 
ever, foon avenged himfelf on his feditious adverfa- 
ries, in a defeat he gave them, with very great 
Slaughter. 

They went on (kirmifhing from day to day, till 
the approach of the feaft of Penteicoft, for which 
the party of Antigonus waited with great impati- 
ence, on account of the vaft numbers of people who 
reforted thither upon that folemnity. When the 

time came, many thoufands were gathered together 
about the temple, fome with arms, and others with- 
out. Indeed, they had feized on both city and 
temple. Herod ftili maintained the palace with a 
f mall party ; the charge of the walls and the out- 
works being committed to Phafael. The enemy, 
having poured themfelves in the fuburbs, Herod 
!,„ VreoHifo made a defperate fally upon them, in which he did 
thjeatfmy. o-reac execution, driving- feveral thoufands before 
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him, fome into the temple, and fome into the city, 
and forcing others to take fandluary behind a ram- 
part that was near at hand, while Phafael acquitted 
himfelf as became a man of valour. 

* * 

Pacorus in the mean time entered the city, at the 
tnuceinto inftance of Antigonus, with a fmall party, under 
jcruftiem. p re tence of quelling the fedition, but, in reality, 
laysafhare to effect the purpofe for which the Parthians had 
forpha- contracted with him. Phafael received him ahd 
i"c.vv;iaL his party courteoufly, which the other requited 
e 1 n •* with an mfidious practice upon his life ; for he pre- 
vailed on him to go on an embafly to Barzapharnes, 
in order to enfnarehim. But Herod was fo averfe 
to every idea of accommodation, that he advifed 
his brother to cutoff Pacorus and his whole party, 
to prevent further mifchief, being well allured of 
the perfidy of the barbarians with whom they were 
engaged in a conteft. 

However, through fome fatality, Hyrcanus and 
Phafael went on the embafly, under the condn& of 
Pacorus, leaving a guard of two hundred horfe with 
Herod, and ten of thofe people they call freemen. 
Upon their arrival at Galilee, the commanders of 
the feveral garrifons met them with their arms, 



ping for his departure. But Phafael was too gene- 
rous to abandon his friends in their diftrefs, aijd 
chofc rather to go to Bar/upharnes, and reproach 
him with the indignity of fo foul a pra&ice, by rc- a*^ 
prcfenting to him, that, as money had been hfa w " 1 * 
obje<ftj fo he was better able to gratify him tbajiSS^ 
Antigonus; that he might have avoided cnteriijg^ 
on the commiflion of fo horrid a deed on the pe^ciu^ 
Tons of ambafladora, in violation of the laws g£ 
good faith, hofpitality, and nations. The barbg* 
rian had the hardinefs to deny the foundation pf 
his fdfpicion, affirming that it was mere con* 
jecflure, and then went to Pacorus, his cohfede* 
rate in the deiign. 

0 



CHAP. 




Hyrcanus and Phafael are taken up by tht Parthfani. 
Herod** flight. Jerufalem befteged. sfytigonus ob- 
tains the government* Phafael deftroys kifnfelf. ¥ Di- 
virs infiances of the Magnanimity of Herod. 

BAHZAPHARNES had no fooner departedi 
than a party of armed men took Phafael And ^j** 
Hyrcanus into cuftody, amidft their exclamations ta^tr 
againft the perfidy of the Parthian?* An eunuch 
was alfo difpatched to apprehend Herod, if they 
could decoy him out of his palace. But Herod^^H 
having intelligence of the perfidious conduft of the fig^ 
Parthians, eluded their defigns, and immediately Hcf0 * 
went and remonftrated with Pacorus, and hi? prin- 
cipal officers, on their ignominious proceedings, 
who alfo, had the hardinefs to difclaun all cpjafctra 
in the plot, though they had teen privy to $v*ry 
manoeuvre. They told him, that 4 * he ought to go 
u out with them before the walls, and meet th<?& 
u who were bringing him his letters ; for they were 
u not taken by his adverfaries, but were coming tor 
<c give him an account of the fuccefs of Phafas)-' 
But having heard fo much of his brother's ill ufage, ; 
and being confirmed in his fufpicion of the Part$i-« caLi 

ans, from the opinion of Alexandra, a women pf fin* 

gular prudence, and whofe daughter be was to 
m&rry, Herod gqperned himfelf by her caution ^nd 
advice, in preference to all others. Upon this ocf a* 
fion tbc? Parthians deliberated on the mcafurcs that 
were proper to be taken, not deeming it expedient 
to make an open attempt upon a perfon of fuch rapk 
and eminence. But Herod, reflecting on the pre* 
fent diftra&ed ftate of things, as well as the perfidy 
of the Parthians towards his brother, refolved to 
take advantage of the duikof the evening to attempt 
his efcape. He took with him all the troops he had 
about him, his mother, fifter, and Mariamne, hi* 
contracted fpoufc, the daughter of Alexandra, and 
niece of Ariftobulus, with his wife's mother, the 
daughter of Hyrcanus, the youngeft brother, and 
the reft of the family. This was a fpe&acle that 
muft have affected the moft obdurate heart ; for 



but received them courteoufly, and none more fo | who, without commiferation, could have beheld 



than Barzapharnes, though he was defigned as one 
of the principal instruments of the plot. Phafael 
and his train were conducted to a quarter upon the 
fea-fide, where, being given to underftand that the 
Parthians were to receive a thoufand talents, and 
five hundred women, of Antigonus, to aflift him 
againft them, they became apprehenfive of the de- 
fign, in which they were prefently after confirmed 
by notice given to Phafael of their intention that 
very night, and there being aguardin readinefs to 
feize on his perfon. 

The plot would certainly have been carried into 

SfeK-d* execut i° n i h ac * they not waited for the intelligence 

of fclerod's being fecured at Jerufalemby the Par- 
' thians, as had been previoufly concerted ; for they 

inferred, that, if the other two had been fecured 
firft, it would of courfe afford Herod opportunity 
to efcape. 

The veracity of the information was foon evident, 



the women, with their infant children, lamenting 
their fate, in abandoning their country, and being 

fubje&ed to the moft poignant calamities that could 
befal human nature. » 

But Herod fuftained this reverfe of fortune with 
incredible magnanimity, and, by his advice and ex- 
ample, endeavoured to animate his friends and com- 
panions. He told them there was no hope, either of , 
fafety or of life, but in flight ; and oblcrvcd, that 
grief and defpair were not only fruitlcfs, but would 
be obftaclcs to their purfuing the means of their dc* 
liverance. Upon thefe words they formed a refolu- 
tion neceifarv for the prefent occafion. They had 
not proceeded far, when an unfortunate accident on 
happened in the overthrow of one of the carriages, joumcf. 
that endangered the life of his mother. Thisdif- 
after affected himto fo ^reat a degree, from the ten- 
der regard he had for hisparcnt, and the apprehen- 
fions of being overtaken b^ the enemy through the 
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delay it occafioned, ttiat he had certainly cafl Muf- 
fed f upon the point of liis own fword, had he not 
been prevented by hi* friends about him, who re- 





r th him Ad a feenrity for the return of the money > 
ut all hi* cxpc£iationirprovc<l abortive; for, be- 
fore tfc reached ^gtfS, he received a mcflagc freVm 



prefented to him, that fo ralh an action would cx- Malcluis dcfiringpmm immediately to depart Ms <lo~ 
pofc them to the fury of their enemies , and that minions, as the Parthians* were abfojotely afrainit ^t$0fi 



He then profecuted his journey to the 



The Par- 



defpair. 

caftle of MafTada, witn tne utmoit ipeea pouibJe, 

the Parthians, 

with whom he had many ikirmillies, but ftill got 
the better. He was purfued by the very Jews 
themfelves, who, coming up with* him, when he 
had proceeded about threefcore furlongs in his way 
from Jerufalem, aflaulted him, but were repulfcd 
and put to the rout. 

When he afterwards came to the king of Judaea, 
he erefted a famous palace upon the fpot of ground 
where he obtained this vidtory ; and built a city, 
which he called by the name of Herodium. Com- 
ing afterwards to Refa, in Idumsea, he was met by 
his brother Jofeph, with whom he confulted on the 
nioft expedient means of getting rid of the multi- 
tude of ufelefs and fuperfluous people they had in 
their train, as the caftle of Maflada, which they had 
fixed upon as their retreat, could not contain the 
whole body. He therefore difmifled about 9300, 
to provide, in the belt manner they could, for them- 
felves, up arid down in Idumsea, and gave them 
money to purchafe provifions, till they could find 
fome refidence. He took thofe who were fit for 
adion, together with his near relations, into the 
caftle, where he difpofed of the women and their 
families, to the number of about 800 perfons, and 
leaving them a competence of provihon, haftened 
to Petra, the capital of Arabia. 
As foon as the Parthians underftood that Herod 



rcccivinghim. His anfwer was that hedid notebme 
with a view to put any perfon to trouble or cxperice^ 
but to treat upon fome important affairs of bis own. 
Upon rcfie&ion, however, he thought- it moft pru- 
dent, to depart, aad* therefore proceeded in Hi¥ 
way to Egypt/ * 2 " # " * 
met with a n 



evening of the firft day lie f^ 1 
people, who had taken fhel- 





re friends to his intereft ; and 
he arrived atRhyriocui-a, where 
rft information of the ill-treat- 




ter in a caftle, 
the day foltowin 
he received the 

ment of Hyrcanus, and of the death of his brother 
Phafael. W 

In the mean time Malclius, being touched with 
remorfe at his ingratitude towards HerodJ||dif- 
patched mefleiigers after him to folicit his return ; 
but as he had reached Pelufium, he found that it • 
was too late to repair the injury he had done him. 
The inhabitants of Pelufium refufed him the li- 
berty of embarking from that place ; upon which 
he applied to the magistrates of the town, who 
granting him permiffion to take what courfe he 
pleafed, he fet fail for Alexandria. Cleopatra, 
who was at this time there preparing for an impor- 
tant enterprize, gave him an honourable and mag- 
nificent reception, in order to induce him to take 
up his refidence therefor forrre time ; but he was fo 
defirous of proceeding to Rome, that the earned g 
intreaties of the queen, the extremity of the feafon, b^for 
and the danger, of the feas, could not divert him Romc - 
from his purpofe. 

He accordingly left Alexandria, and, after 



pianJcr had fledfrom the city, they feized on all that he left II very hazardous Voyage, at length landed 



AntigoDUi 

obtains 
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Ycrnirent, 



behind him, and plundered the houfes of the prin- 
flem. cipal people, who had left them for the fafety of 

their perfons. They made booty of all the pro- 
perty they could find, and even feized the treafure 
of the royal palace; but the ipoil was not fo confi- 
derable as they expected ; for Herod, being fcnfible 
of their rapacious difpofition, had the precaution 
to remove his moft valuable treafures ; and his ex- 
ample was followed by all thofe who attended him 
to Maflada. 

Having plundered Jerufalem i 
country, the Parthians pu|Antigonus in pofleflion 
of the government, and then delivered to him Hyr- 
canus and Phafael in bonds. But the efcape of the 
women was a mortifying difappointment to him, as 
the Parthians were, by contradt, to receive the wo- 
men with money. As for Hyrcanus, Antigonus 
ordered that both his ears fliould be cut off, in order 
that he might be incapacitated for ever after from 
becoming hi gh-prie ft j blemi(hed or maimed perfons 
being deemed ineligible to the pontifical dignity. 
Phalaeljknowingthathis death was determined, put 
a voluntary end to his life and fufferings ; and not 
having the liberty of his hands to difpatch himfelf, 
fuch was his refolution, that he beat out his brains 
againft the walls of the prifon. Some affirm that the 
contufion was not mortal ; and that the furgeons ap- 
pointed by Antigonus, under pretence of aflifting 
him, were in truth to difpatch him ; and that they 
applied poifon to the wound inftead of remedies. 
He lived long enough, however, to underftand that 
his brother Herod was at that time fafe, and out of 
the hands of his adverfaries, which made his death 
more welcome to him, in the fatisfadtion of leaving; 
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Rhodes, where he found public affairs in a very 
embarrafled ftate. He was here received in a very 
generous and holpitable manner by two friends, 
named Sappinas and Ptolemy ; and though he was 
greatly diftrefled for want of money, yet he pro- 
cured a veffel to convey him to Brundulium, from 
whence he repaired with all poffible expedition to 
Rome. Upon his arrival he repaired to Anthony, 
to whom hq related an account of all his adven- relates his 
tures in Judaea, the feizure and murder of his venturesw 
brother Phafael, the imprifonment of Hyrcanus, Anthony, 
and the contract of paying the Parthians a thou- 
fand talents, and presenting them with five hundred 
women, upon the advancement of Antigonus to 
the government through their affiftance. He re- 
prefented that, with much difficulty, he had effect- 
ed the efcape of the women, by night, into a place 
where they were fince beficged, and in hourly ex- 
pectation of falling into the hands of the enemy ; 
and, having recited thefe particulars, earneftly in- 
treated fome affiftance, that he might recover the 

right which Anthony had himfelf befto wed on him, 
and of which he had been unjuftly and cruelly de- 
prived by his enemies. 



CHAP. XXVI. 



Herod obtains the favour and interejl of rfttguflus and 
Anthony. Is chofen king of Judea* Honourably con- 
ducted to the capital. Majfada befteged by Antigonus^ 
and hard preffed. 



one behind him that would avenge his blood upon 
the heads of his adverfaries. 

In the mean time Herod, fo far from linking jgn- 
der his misfortunes, feemed the better difpofedf to 
encounter them. His firft application was to Mal- 
chus, king of Arabia, to borrow, a fum ojF money of 
JlSr^^^j i^his prefent ftate of diftrefs, either upon cre- 
knjfo/ c dit and confideration, or upon the fcore of bounty 
Ar *to. and humanity ; not doubting of a fair and friendly 

return from a prince who was already indebted to 
him for many iignal obligations. At this time He- 
rod was unacquainted with the death of his bro- 
ther ; and his principal view in going to the king of 
Arabia, was to obtain a fum of money from him 

for his ranfom, taking a fon of Phafael's along 



THE melancholy ftory of Herod's adventures 
excited the tendereft compaffion in Anthony,- 
who recollecting the former friendfhip that hadfub- 
fifted,firft with his father, Antipater, and after wards 
with him, and at the fame time, being exalperated 
againft Antigonus, whom he looked upon as a man 
of a bufy, turbulent fpirit, and a profefied enemy to 
Rome, determined to efpoufe the intereft of Herod 
with all his powers. Auguftus. concurred likewife Herod . s 
with Anthony in promoting his defire, partly on the caufe ef- 
fcore of acknowledgment for former fervices, and Jn"h*nv& 
partly for the fake of the friendfhip that had fub- Augufta^. 
ifted between the two families ; for his father and 
Antipater had ferved together in a military capacity 
in Egypt : he wiftied alfo to gratify Anthony, by 
ferving the perfon of his recommendation. 
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'J lit mailer vv.i.n Toon afW brought before the 
mite ; upon which occafioii Mcfliifa and Atrate 
jM'efciitecl Herod with a /ingtilafcfccomniciicffltion 
to their favour and cftccm, botn for his own and 
bis father's fcrviccs, and good affection to the (late 
of Home. At the fame tunc they reproached An- 
tigonus, not only for his paft miidemcanours, but 
his late acceptance of the government from the 
bandsof the Parthians, incon tempt of the authority 

of the Romans. When th 
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were enflamed by thefe rep 
took occafion to give his opi: 
the ftate of the prefent war 7 wi 
they could not do better than conftitute Herod 
king of Judcea. The motion palled the aflfembly 
without oppofition, and a decree was iflued accord- 
ingly. This was an honour great beyond concep- 
tion ; and Herod's obligation to Anthony, in pro- 
cui^hg it, much the more binding,,\fbr being con- 
ferred upon him, not only beyond his expectation, 
but- like wife the rule of ordinary pra&ice ; for it 
i was not the cuftora of the Romans to beftow royal 
dignities but upon the branches of royal families: 
nor did his ambition afpire to any thing more than 
to obtainit for Alexander, thebrother ofMariamne, 
the nephew of Ariftobulus, by the father's fide, 
and of Hyrcanus, by the mother's, whom he caufed 
afterwards to be put to death. This elevated pro- 
motion was affected in the (pace of only (even days, 
when Herod was prefented with his royal com- 
miflion. 

* Upon the breaking up of the affembly, Anthony 
and Crefar took Herod out of the fenate-houfc be- 
Attended twixt them, accompanied by the counfelsof the fe- 
i'otraiSnhe^ators, who conducted him to the capitol, where 
ca r :tai. they were to facrifice inform, anddepofit theirde- 

crees. Anthony congratulated the new king on 
his acceflion at a moffc fplendid entertainment, up- 
on the firftday of his reign, in the 184th olympiad ; 
Cains Domitius Saivinus, and Caius Afinius Pollio, 
confuls. 

Antigonus, ever fince the departure of Herod, 
had laid clofe liege to the fortrefs of MaiTada, 
where the garrifon had plenty of all forts of pro- 
vifion, water only axcepted, of which they were in 
?.!aiiada fucli want, that Jofeph, Herod's brother, with a 
trilby "party of two hundred chofen men, had formed a 
Aoi^onuc. refolution of making a fally out of the town, and 

attempting to force their way through the enemy, 
in order to get to the Arabians, being well inform- 
ed that Malchus had repented of his late inhofpi- 
table behaviour to Herod. But, at the very interim, 
there fell fo copious a fhower of rain, that it filled 
all their cifterns and receptacles for water ; fo that, 
upon this feafonablefupply, they maintained their 
defence with re-animatea vigour, determined by 
no means to abandon the place. Indeed, this 
wonderful interpofition of Providence infpired 
them with fiich refolution, that fcarce a day or a 
night parted without a fuccefsful fally upon the 
enemy. 

At the fame time Ventidius, a Roman general, 
drove the Parthians out of Syria, and went after- 
wards into Judaea, under pretence of bringing fuc- 
cour to Jofeph, but, in reality, to obtain money from 
Antigonus, which he fully accomplifiied by draw- 
tug his troops towards Jer ufalem. Having carried 
his point, he drew the greater part of them off 
again, leaving only a fmall remainder under the 
command of Silo, to give colour to the ftratagem ; 
for Antigonus was under a ncceflity of coming to a 
competition with him, left he thould annoy him be- 
fore the arrival of the Parthians, whom he expect- 
ed to come up to his afliftance. 



Venti.'.iin 

goes inro 
Judar.i. 



CHAP. XXVII. 



Herod encounters Antigonus^ and performs many va- 
liant feats. Publijhes an amnefty in Jerufalem. 
Suppreffes a mutiny amongft the foldiers. Reduces 
Galilee. Surprizing refolution of a man^ who de- 
ftroyed himfelf his wife^ and children^ rather than 
accept of an a ft of grace. A number of Jews maf- 
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His brother* Jofeph fatu 
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ts honourably received. 

gallantly at the head of his troops. Herod lays flege 
to Jerujalcm. 




EROD, having fettled his affairs thus prop 
pcroufly, left Rome, and landing at Ptolc-ftitf* 
mics, with a confidcrablc body both of his own pco- 3 l a w 
pic and auxiHaries,procecdcd,by the way of Galilee, ■ ' k 
towards Antigonus. Silo and Ventidius had orders 
brought them lyom Anthony, to atfift Herod in tak- 
ing poflefllon of the kingdom; but it fo fell out 
thatthelatterwas employed in quieting the tumults 
which an incurfion of the Parthians had raifed in 
feveralof the cities. Silo, indeed, was in Judrea,but 
had been bribed by Antigonus. Herod's army, 
however, increafed very much on the march ; arid 
the far greater part of Galilee had declared in his 
favour. The object on which he was mofl: intent 
was the railing the liege of MaiTada, in order to fct 
his friends and relatives at liberty, who were 
blockaded therein. But Joppa was a main obftacle, 
and would be fuchacheck upon him in his advanc- 
ing towards Jerufalem, that its reduction was 
indifpenfible. 

* 

Silo, upon this, marched off, and being clofely 
purfued by the Jews, Herod fell in upon them 
with a fmall party, routed them, and brought off 
Silo juft as he was falling into their hands. After Reiw 
this he made himfelf matter of Joppa, and imme-Jo$a. 
diately polled to the relief of his friends in Maflada, 
where the people reforted to him in great numbers; 
fome for his father's fake, others for his own ; fomc 
again from a fenfe of the obligations they had to 
both ; but the major part from the hope of ingra- 
tiating themfelves with the new king. 

Antigonus, in the mean time, had laid feveral 
ambufhes for him in his way, though with little 
effect ; for Herod, as fbon as he had raifed the fiege 
of MaiTada, relieved his friends, and taking tliejj* 3 ^ 
caftle of Refa, he advanced directly towards Jeru-iSfc. 
falem with Silo's troops, and a great number of ci- * 
tizens, who ftood in awe of his power, to attend • 
him. He encamped with his army upon the weft^JJj 
quarter of the town, where the defendants galledcowri 
him as much as poflible with arrows, darts, and^*^| 
vigorous fallies. Herod, in the mean time, made a . 
formal proclamation fcwjr his herald, from place tog^u 
place, round the walls of the town, that his foleR^* 
defign, in that enterprize, was the public good, and drama;, 
welfare of the city ; and that he was fo far from 
having any injury in contemplation, that, he was 
ready to grant an indemnity, without exception, 
to any perfons whatever, let their crime or indig- 
nity have been ever fo notorious. .4 

* 

Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod had 
caufed to be proclaimed, declared, in the prcfence 
of Silo, and the Roman foldiers, that it was highly h ^ 
unjuft and unreafonable to pretend the advancing**?*** 

to the throne a private man, an Idumaean, a kuia^*^" 
of half Jew, fince it was totally repugnant to their 
eftablifiied law, and right of fuccelfion. With 



refpect to himfelf, he obferved, that if they took 
any offence at his receiving the crown from the 
hands of the Parthians, and for that caufe were in- 
duced to dcpofe him from the dignity, there were 
others of the royal and laccrdotal line, who had 
deferved as well from the Romans, and had as fair 
a title to the government, and that, therefore, it 
would be an adl of the highelt injuftice to deprive 
them of it. 

, JFrom thefe reproaches they came at length to 
acts of open hoftility, infomuch, that Antigonus 
commanded his men to force the affailants from the 
walls, which they did fo effectually, by plying them 
with darts and arrows, that they were compelled in 
general to retire. It was now no longer a doubt but Tjie iy, 
that Silo was corrupted ; for he hadfo tampered with 
divers of his officers, that they encouraged the fo\- l m wj. 
diers to mutiny, on pretence of the want of forage 
and provi l\ cms, more commodious quart ers, and bet- 
ter pay. Thefe feeming obftaclcs gave great unea- 
finefsto Herod, who thought it prudent to apply? 
not only to Silo's officers, but likewife the common 
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foldiers, being fearful left a general revolt fboultl 
take place, and his expedition, inftcad of being at- 
tended with fuccefs, prove definitive to him and 
bisadhcrcntSt He accordingly rcprefentcd to tbem, 
that he had received his com.mifTIon from Ciefar, 
Anthony, and the fenate; and encouraged them to 
(land their ground and maintain their ftation, refting 
jfatisfied with this aflurance, that they fhould want 
nothing they could reafonably deflre for their fatis- 
fadtion. He then appointed, commiflaries to pro- 
curea fupply of provifions, which were immediately 
diftributed in great abundance; and, in order to 
<ruard againft a fcarcity in future, he wrote for cat- 
tle, corn, oil, wine, and other neceffaries, to be 
fent from Samaria, which was then under his pro- 
tection. 

But uotwithftanding all this, he found fome iu- 
conveniencies from the treachery of Silo, who giv- 
ing notice to Antigonus of all that paffed, he, with 
-flying parties and ambufcades, about Jericho, and 
the crags of the mountains, frequently intercepted 
and cut off the convoys that weredeligned for the 
united army. Herod ; on the other fide, was as watch- 
ful on hi? P ar *> an d, with ten companies, one half 
Romans, the other Jews, together with a body of 
mercenaries, and a few troops of horfe, proceeded 
towards Jericho. Upon his arrival he found the 
town abandoned, and that five hundred of the in- 
habitants, with their families, had fought refuge 
amongitthe mountains. 

The Romans rifled the city; and the booty, in 
money, jewels, and other articles, amounted to an 
ineftimable value. After ftationingagarrifon in the 
place, he returned with his forces, affigning his 
army their quarters in his pew conquefts, asldu- 
ma:a, Galilee, and Samaria. Antigonus, through 
the prevailing influence of gold, wrought upon 
Silo, fo that part of the Roman army, through his 
means, might be quartered in Lydda, thinking 
thereby ^conciliate the favour of Anthony. 
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auxiliary troops of the Parthian* ; but fir ft i^aiUffc 
Herod, if occafion fhould require. Herod, how- 
ever, lent away Silo and his people to Ventidius, 
and marched bimfclf againft the rovers, who lay 
larking iu their hiding places up and down the 
hills. The 1c free-hooters had fo Sheltered them- 
felves in the caves arid holes of the mountains, that 
it was no eafy matter to come at them ; becaufe the 
deepnefs andcragginefs of the mountains, made it 
impofllblc either to fcale them from below, or from 
above to get do wn to them by\ any paflage ; and 
therefore, to ferret thertf otit of their caves, Herod 
bethought himfelf of the following. expedient : he 
caufed feveral large cafes or chefts of wood, to be 
made, and filling them with foldiets, let them down 
into the entrances of the caves, by chains from en- 
gines he had fixed above, by whifch means he either Extirpate* 
deftroyed all that lurked in them, or reduced them £^° b h * 0 
to terms of fubmiflion. Defirous* however, to dwelt in. 
prevent a general deftru&ion; Herod ordered pro- thcc * VM - 
clamation to be made, that the lives of thofc who 
furrendered fliould be fpared ; in confequence of 
which they fubmitted in great numbers, and laid 
down their arms. 

■ 

Many, however, reje&edtbe offer ; and fome, who 
were even made prjfoners, preferring death to the 
lofs of liberty, put an end to their Jives. There 
w!as, in particular, -am aged man, whofe wife and P^?^ 1 * 
fc ven fpns had entreated his permiflion to furr.ender Ut?r*n 
themfelve-sto the enemy, and the old man complied *©Wkf. 
with their reqpeft; but planting himfelf at the en- 
trance of the cave, he /tabbed them one after ano- 
ther as they attempted to p^ft. He then caft their 
bodies down the precipice, and himfelf after them, 

choolmg rather .to Ipfe his life than his liberty, lie- 
fore he proceeded to this.aftofdefpair, he reproach- 
ed JHerod with the meanuefs of his extra&ion ; 
though he endeavoured, by flgns and intreaties, 
tp divert the wan from his purpofe, but without 
effe<&. 

Herod fuppofing he had fupprefled thefe depre-Herodpro- 



But Herod, who could not remain inadive, dif- dations, deputed the government of that part of £^ r £ 
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insoidu. patched his brother into Idumsea, with iooo foot 
2£ ^ and 400 horfe ; and went himfelf to Samaria, where 
fcppborif. he provided for his mother and the reft of his kin- 
dred, that he brought from Maflada, and then pro- 
ceeded to Galilee, to take in fome garrifons which 
were then in the pofleffion of Antigonus. Coming 
up to Sepphoris in a deep fnow, he found the place 
wholly abandoned, but abounding with provifion 
of every kind. The adjacent country being in- 
fefted with robbers, who, from the faftneffes of the 
mountains, greatly annoyed the neighbourhood, 
Herod ordered out a fquadron of horfe, and three 
companies of foot, to drive them from their lurk- 
ing places. About forty days afterwards he march- 

WscsmU cc ^ againft them with his whole army, upon which 
Haa^'they drew out, and made fo vigorous a charge, that; 

Herod's left wing gave way, till, upon a victo- 
rious reinforcement, with Herod himfelf at the 
head of it, he brought his own men on again, put 
theadve-rfaries to a total rout, and purfued them as 
far as the river Jordan. This overthrow brought 
all Galilee over to Herod, thofe only excepted who 
had flickered themfelvesin thereccflesofthe moun- 
tains. The intended operations being now over, 
Herod ordered the common foldiers an hundred and 
fifty drachmas a man, and the officers a fum in pro- 
portion to their rank, and they were difmiffed to 
their winter quarters. Silo, and his officers, who had 
been hitherto billettcd upon Antigonus, now gave 
Herod fup- Herod to underftand, that he not only refilled to al- 
iomi he *° w tbem more than one month's entertainment, but 
araiy with fent orders to all the country around to convey 
Keia" vv ^ at t bey had to the mountains, and carry off, in 
treiTedbj- fine, all the neceffaries of life, fo that the Romans 
ail gwaf. m ight be ftarved out of their quarters. But Herod 
prevented this mifchief, by committing the charge 
of providing for the army to his younger brother, 
Pheroras, with orders alfo to repair the fort of 
Alexandrion, which thenlay in ruins j in both which 

commiffions he acquitted himfelf much to his repu- 
tation . 

Anthony was now at Athens, and Ventidius in 

Syria, where he ordered Silo to join him, with'the 
No. ao. 



the country to Ptolemy, and marched at the head 
of 600 horfe, and 3000 foot, into Samaria, with a jjjjjj^ k 
defign to bring Antigonus to a decilive battle, party of. 
Ptolemy f s command proved fatal to him; forhe rovcr5> 
was fet upon and flain by a party of thofe people 
who had formerly raifed the tumults in Galilee* 
Upon the committing of this outrage, they betook 
themfelvesto places almoft inacceflible for refuge, 
and from thence ravaged the whole country as op- 
portunity offered : but Herod, on his return, re- 
taliated theinjuries their neighbours had fuftained 
from them j for fome he caufed to be flain, and for- 
ced out of their ftrong holds, and put to torture, 
as well as their fortifications to be demolished ; and 
w hen he had thus freed himfelf from his tnoft for- 
midable enemies, he impofed a fine of an hundred 
talents upon thofe cities who were fufpe&ed to har- 
bour them. 

TheParthians,inthe mean time,havingbeen over- 
come, with thelofs of their king, Pacorus, in the ac- 
tion, Ventidius, according to his in rtf u&ions from 
Anthony, lent away Machoeras to Herod, with a re- 
inforcement of two legions, and a thoufand horfe* 
But Machseras, at the inftigation of An tigonus, with- 
out the approbation of Herod, was absolutely for 
going to him, under pretext of giving intelligence, 
and making difcoveries. Finding, however, at his 
approach, that Antigonus was fo far from trading 
or admitting hifu, that he ordered his people to 
keep him off with flings and darts, he was con- 
vinced of the propriety of Herod's advice in diffua- 
ding him, and his own error, in not complying with 
it. Hereupon he returned to the city of Emmaus, 
and in the fury of his rage, put all the Jews tothc fword 
he found in his way, without diftin&ion of friend or 
foe. Herod was foirritated at this wanton barbari- 
ty, that hehaftily withdrew to Samaria, with arefo- 
lution to inform Anthony of the outrage, and give 
him to underftand, that lie was fufficient of himfelf 
to cope with Antigonus, without the afliftance of 
fuch as were more injurious to their own party than 
to* the enemy. As he was advancing, Moch.-Bras 
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ported after hun, and overtaking him on the way, 
intrcatcd him either to defift from his journey, or, 
if he was determined to profecute it, to leave lib 
brother jofeph behind, in order to carry on the war 
in conjunction witli him againft Antigonus. He- 
rod, upon this importunity, granted hittihisrequeft, 
commanJ and forgave what was patt, leaving the army under 
iohl»h!aJ l ^ c command ofjofeph, with cxprefs orders not to 
ihJjfo?* run any unneceflary hazard, or enter into any mif* 

undemanding withMachaeras. 

Amhon r « Affairs being thus fettled, he marched away im- 
s>amofAta. mediately with an auxiliary body to reinforce An- 
thony, who wasat that time before Samofata, upon 
the river Euphrates. Upon his coming to Antioch, 
he found great numbers of people who were defi- 
rous of going over to Anthony, but were appalled by 
fear of being befet by a troop of me reliefs banditti, 
who had fallen upon and Ilain many as they pafled 
the road. Herod, however, putting himfelf at the 
head of them, and undertaking both for their con- 
duel: and protection, they prolccuted their march} 
and when they were advanced within twodaysjour- 
ney of Samofata, they fell intoanabu/h of the ene- 
my's horfe that lay clofe behind thebuflies, upon the 
entrance into the plain, to prevent any fuccoursfrom 
paffing that way to Anthony. They fuffered the 
frout to move forward towards the plain ; but, upon 
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Herod's coming up with the rear, fell furioufly 
upon him with about five hundred horfe, and broke 

throusrh the firttrank. But the king preffing vio- fuch imminent danger. 



The news of thefc difaftcrs were brought to He- 
rod at a place called Daphne, hi the luburb* of 
Antioch ; and It was the lefs furpriling to him, from 
Ionic foreboding dreams he had a little before 
which inaiiifeftly pointed at the death of his brother! 
from this place he went to Mount Libanus, and 
taking eight hundred of the people along with him 
and a Roman legion, advanced to Ptoleniais. I& 
pafling by night through the country of Galilee, be 1 
was fet upon by the way, but repuffed the enemy, 
forced them back into the caftle out of which they 
came theday before, immediately inverted theplacc 
and difpofed the troops early next morning for an 
attack. Aviolent tempeft, however, arifingatihat 
inftant he was obliged to draw off into fome of the 
adjacent villages for Ihelter. Juft as this happened, 
another legion arrived from Anthony, which rein- 
forcement fo alarmed the garrifon, that they eva- 
cuated the place, and retired through favour of • 
the night. 

Herod, impatient to revenge the death of his bro- 
ther, battened with all expedition towards Jericho, 
where he treated, with great magnificence,^ all the 
grandees of theplacc upon his arrival. When the 
entertainment was over, he difmifted his gu efts, and Hefo4 
retired to his own chamber. >Hehad no foonerde-ftw 
parted than the roof fell in $ but no damage was^T 
fuftained in point of life ; it was deemed a fingula^B^ 
interpofition of Providence in his deliverance frota* 0 * 



lently upon them with his guards, he beat them 
thTwa/.fr° m their ground rallied his ownfeattered troops, 

and followed the purfuit till he made himfelf matter 
of the booty they had taken, in prifoners, horfes, 
mules, carriages, and all the baggage, which was 
very coniiderable. After this fe&t, Herod conti- 
nued his journey to Anthony, but not without other 
encounters on the way, with troops of barbarians, 
thatfallied out of the woods and thickets upon him 
in his progrefs. However, hedefeated and cut them 
to pieces in every attempt, till, in the end, the way 
was fafe and open to him, without any difficulty or 
hazard, the people revering him as their general 
prote&or. 

Anthony, having heard of the exploits of Herod 
upon the barbarians, and ho w gallantly he had ac- 
quitted himfelf upon fevcral other occafions, fent 
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The next day a party of fix thou (and of the enemy 
came fuddenly down from the mountains, andrefo- 
lutely falling upon Herod's forces, the Romans 
were thrown into fuch a confirmation, that they 
immediately retreated. The enemy feeing this, pufc- 
fned them, and a warm engagement enfued ; but 
no material advantage was obtained on either fide, 
only that Herod received a wound in the fide fro ' 
an arrow. 

Antigonus, at this time, fent Pappus, his genera], 
away to Samaria, with fome troops under his com- 
mand, being defirous of fhewing the enemy his 
ftrength, and that he had men to fpare. While he 
and Machaeras were preparing for an encounter, 
Herod got poffeffion of five towns, put two thou- 

- — - r , .. fand men to the fwovd that were there in garrifon, 

out the flower of his troops to receive him on his and leaving them all in afhes, went back inqueft of 
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approach to the town, with all poffible honour and 
refpeci:, both for his perfon and fervices admiring 
laim for his extraordinary abilities ; and, in fine, 
treating him with a dignity fiiitable to the royal 
characfterhe had himfelf conferred upon him. In a 
Jhort time after this, Antigonus delivered up the 
place, and, info doing, put an end to the war. An- 
thony committed the government of the province, 
and the command of the army, to Sofius, with or- 
ders to aflift Herod upon all occafions, and went 
himfelf into Egypt. Sofiushereupon fent away two 
legions with the king towards Judcea, for the guard 
of his perfon and marched after them himfelf with 
the reft of his 3rmy . 

During thefe tranfa&ions, Jofeph, in the abfence 
of his brother, was flain in Judasa, through want of 
attention to his order, when he went to Anthony 



Pappus, who was then encamped at a place called 
Ifanus, where he was joined by great numbers, who. 
came over to him from Jericho and Judaea. Herod 
perceiving the enemy difpofed for a battle, put it 
immediately upon that iflue, and gave them a total * 
rout, doing execution upon them in revenge of his hotI 
brother's death in the very town they fled to for 
fandfcuary. The houfes were prefently crowded with 
foldiers from top to bottom, fome in one place, and 
fome in another ; but, upon taking off the rpofs, by 
means of ftones and various miffile inftruments, 
thofe within were all laid open to an univerfal 
flaughter. The moft difmal part of the fpe&acle 
was the piles of dead bodies that lay in heaps in the 
chambers above and below, which could not fail of 
ftriking the ipe&ators with horror. 

The miferable remainder of their broken troops 
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He marched towards Jericho with his own troops, j| fledinfuch diforder, and in fuch numbers, that, had 

it not been for a furious tempeft at that very lime, 
the victors had marched diredlly up to Jerufalem, 
and put an end to the war; for Antigonus was al- 
ready upon the point of refolving to abandon the ' 
city 

had 
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and encamped upon the mountains. The Romans 
with him were but raw and undifciplined troops, 
and the greateft part newly raifed, fo that the ene- 
my took advantage both of the place where he was 
potted, and the inexperience of the men under his 
command, and falling upon them, furprized and 
routed them, entirely deftroying fix companies, and 
cutting Jofeph to pieces, fighting valiantly at the 
head of them. Antigonus being matter of thefield, 
and finding Jofeph among the dead bodies, caufed 
his head to be cut off, although his brother Pheroras 
would have redeemed it at the price of fifty talents. 
This rout was followed with the revolt of Galilee, 
and the throwing as many of Herod's friends as 
they could lay hold on into the lake, befides divers 
feditious connections in Judaea. Maclucras, in the 
mean time, fortified the cattle of Gath. 



It was now too late in the eveninp-, and Herod 



ordered his foldiers to fupper, while here-.' 
tired into a chamber to ufe the bath, as he was. 
much fatigued after the engagement. As he was 
naked in the bath, with only one attendant,' out 
ttarted three foldiers with fwords in their hands, 
and eroding the room in hafte, rufiied out at the ^ 
door. Such was their confternation, however, that ^ 
they hurried away, as it were, to fave thenifelves, ^ 
without dreamingof doing any violence to the king* froai*i 
whom they might have moft eafily deftroyed. The ^* 
body of Pappus being found among the flain t 
Herod the next day ordered his head to bk flruck 

off, and fent it to Pheroras, as a kind of confolatory . 
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taking up his quarters on the templc-fidc of the 
town, as Pompcy had done long before him 1 and 
as the fpot that lay faireft for an attack- When lie 
had collected hispoinecrs, with all ueceffary mate- 
rials, and given orders for the cafting up the 
ifcroiuw trenches and bulwarks, and made every proper 
kforc }c- Jifpofition for the fiege, he weftt to Samaria* to con- 
lafcien.. ^ umrnatc his marriage with Mariamne, to Whom 

he had been fame time contracted, as already ob- 



ferved. 
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Sojins ttoet Herod ' thkYth wtih d tonfiiir&bU wtfty 

againfi JernJaleM, arid Uy fiege to thi iity. The in- 
habitants, far from being difmayed^ make a gallant 

Herod takes meafures to Jubvert the defign 
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defence. Herod takes mt 
of the Jews. The latter % 

fire to the enemy's works. Their aftonifhing refoli 
and military prowefs. The Romans fcale the walls 
of the city. Jerufalem taken. The Romans commit 
the mofi horrid cruelties on the Jews. Antigonus \ 
vanquijbed and difgraced, and aft 
The end of the Ajmonean family. 
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AFTER the celebration of the nuptials, Sofius, 
fent away his troops before him, being d cdn- 
fiderable body of horfe and foot, foon after follow- 
ing them himfelf by way of Phoenicia- The king 
aree alfo returned from Samaria with a reinforcement of 
bfought rce about 30,000 men, which being joined, the whole 
»g»nftjc- army drew up together towards the walls upon the 

ruulem, J * _ » . t * - 

br sofius north quarter of the town, to the number of 11 le- 
mi aerod. g- 10ws (> fr f oot> an( j 6000 horfe, with other auxiliaries 

out of Syria. The two generals were Sofius and 
Herod ; the former fent by Anthony, as an afliftant ; 
the other a<5ting on his own account, with a view 
of fettling himfelf in the pofleffion of a kingdotn^ 
which the fenate had conferred upon him, On the 
overthrow of Antigonus, the profefTed enemy of 
Rome. 



The Jews within the city were numerous and re- 
b# folute, and made a very obftinate defence ; for the 
fipjjtwi whole nation may be faid to have been gathered to- 

iStet S et ^ aer at ^ s important crifis. They animated 
few. each other by exclaiming inceffantly, iC The temple 

of the Lord ! The temple of the Lord! 97 and fome ut- 
tered fach prefages of victory, as feenied propheti- 
cally to foretell their deliverance. Nor were they 
wanting in their endeavours, by frequent excur- 
fions, and laying wafte the country, to diftrefs the 
the aflailants ; for they fweptit fo bare, that there 
fcarcely remained any fuftenance either for manor 
beaft, But Herod foon remedied this inconveni- 
ence, partly by the ambufhes he laid to enfnare the 
pillagers, and partly by commiflaries and convoys 
he employed far and near for the fupply of the 
camp. The feafon being remarkably favourable, 
and an extraordinary number of hands employed, 
the poineers foon finifhed the approaches, and the 
aflailants advanced to the battery, leaving nothing 
unattempted to carry their point. The belieged, 
on the other hand made a ftout refiftance, oppo- 
sing ftratagem to ftratagem, and by one invention 
frustrating another. They made many defperate 
fellies, and fet fire to divers of the enemy's works, 
as well thofe that were finifhed, as thofe that were 
only begun. Their courage' and refolution were 
in no refpeft inferior to the Romans ; but, in point 
of military ikilland experience, they were greatly 
furpaffed by them. As faft as one wall was thrown 
down, the defendants fupplied it with a retrench- 
ment that ferved for another. They counter- 
wrought mine againft mine, and, infliort, with un- 
daunted refolution, oppofed fatigue, danger, and 
difficulty, making a mod gallant and defperate 
refiftance. This bravery they evinced in defiance 



of a formidable enemy before %hc city* and a 
dearth uf provUions, and other litfccUanc^ Within 
the walls} for they were now in the fubbaiical 
year, when it was unlawful for thflli, to till the 
ground. 

* 

Upon the fortieth day after breaking ^votuul^ 
twenty chofen men fcaled the firft wall* and were 
feconded by fome of the cfenturipns lindcf the com- 
mand of Sofius. The IVcomJ; Wall Was felled -^fif- 
teen days after, and jfeverAl galleri** about the The Ro- 
templc fet on fire, which Herod i imputed. tto Artti- ^^jf 
gonus, in order to expofe him to the hatred, of * 
the Jews. Whtfh the fcut^quartefr of the temple, 
and the lower town, were taken, the- Jews betook 
thpmfelves into the inner court of the temple* and 
the Ufcper part of the to Wn; iand, left the Rdmans 
fliould intevrapt them ifi their daily oblations, 
they, defirdd pefmjlfibn of Herod, by their am- 
balfadorS, Only ...to. bring iii fo niany beafts as 
/liquid be needfifery for that fervice. Herod rea- 
dily granted their requeft, hoping it might pre- 
vail with them in his favour ; but finding his 
miftake- and that they were more and more fan- 
guine in their attachment to Antigonus, he fell 
on immediately with his whole ftrength, and took 
the city by aflault. 



The Romans were fo exafperated by the °PP°- Thc . 
fition and the delay, and the Jews, in the intereft and temple 
of Herod, fo averfe to thofe of the other party, tnkcn - 
that they put all to the fword without mercy, as 
well in the ftreets, as in the houfes, without regard 
tbigfebrfek. Nay, the very temple itfelf was no 
longer a fanctuary to thofe who fled to it. Never 
was exhibited fo (hocking a fpectacle of blood and Ao Wrfd 
(laughter ; for the foldiei-s were traufported, be- 
twixt fury and revenge, to fuch a degree of im- 
placable inhumanity, that, notwithftanding the in- 
junction of Herod, on their allegiance, to with-hold 
their rage, they continued the mafiacre, and death 
triumphed in all its horrid forms. 

The Conduct of Antigonus was unworthy the 
dignity of his ftation ; for, as foon as he found 
air was loft, he came down from the tower, and, in 
the humbleft manner, caft himfelf at the feet of 
Sofius,* who, inftead of pitying, infulted him in the mwcts 
higheft degree, faluting him by the name of A//- ^fjj 
gona, in token of contempt of his pufillanimity 
and daftardly behaviour. But, though he gave 
him a feminine appellation, he^did not treat him 
like a woman ; for he was put in chains^ and kept 
in clofe cuftody. 

Though Herod had gained a compleat victory 
over his enemies, he had frill more difficulties 



enemies, 
to encounter. 



The foreign auxiliaries were 



fo 



preffing and importunate to be prying into the 
temple, and the very fan&uary itfelf, that neither 
authority, intreaty threatening, or even^fbrce it- 

Indeed, he would 



felf, could hardly reftrain them, 
have deemed his fuccefs worfe 



than a defeat, if 



conqueft had proved the caufe of expofing the fa- 
cred and incommunicable myfteries of religion to 
the curiofity of the prophane multitude. 

Being defirous that the city fliould not be plan- Herod pre- 
dered, Herod informed Sofius, that if the trea- action 
fure was feized, and the town depopulated, heofthecky. 
Ihouldbe fovereignof adefart, and that he would 
not purchafe the government of the* univerfe at the 
price of fo much blood. Sofius replied, that it 
was according to juftice, aud common practice, 
upon taking of a place by aftault, to allow the fol- 
diers the advantage of the booty. Herod admitted 
the force of Sofius's plea as to what concerned the 
foldiers, undertook to compound himfelf for the 
plunder, and declared that every man fhoutd be 
duly recompenfed out of his own private coffers. 
Accordingtopromife,he rewarded both private men 
and officers in proportion to their refpettive ftations 
and deferts, and prefented Sofius with gifts worthy 
his rank and character. In fliort, the liberality and 
munificence he difylayed on this occafiou, afforded 

univerfal CatKfa«ftion. 

U a 
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This memorable event happened in the confu- 
latc of Marcus Aerippa and Canidius Gallus, on 
the 185th olympiad, in the third month, and noon 
the day of a folemn faft,being the very anniversary 
of their deftru&ion by Pompey ; for the city was 
taken upon that very day 0,7 years before. 

Sbfins after making a handfome prefent for the 
fervicc of the temple, departed from Jerufalem, 
taking the puflllanimous Antigonus with him in 
bonds to Anthony, and leaving the courageous Her 
rod in full poflemon of the fovereignty of Judaea. 
Herod entertained doubts that Anthony would not 
take away his life, and of courfe, apprebenfive, 
that, on his appearing at Rome^ and preferring 
his claim to the government of the fenate, as he 
was of the blood royal, and himfelf only a plebian, 
it might ftill tend to his degradation. He was 
confcious that he might fuggeft, that, though, for' 
his own part, he could not pretend ' to defer ve the 
dignity, having been in arms againft the Romans, 



yet he might hope they would notpnnifh hh Innto f 
cent fons for the guilt of their father, but adrtit 
them tothefucccmon. Imprefied with thefe hjf* 
picions, he prevailed with Anthony, for a confi- * 
derable fum of money, privately adminiftered, to 
have Antigonus difpatched, which bcing'done, rew 
ftpred his tranquility. ■ ' 

With this prince ended the reign of the famoui jjK* 
and illuftrious houfe of the Afmpnsens, after bein* 
in pofleffion of the government an hundred an 
tweiity-fix years. . ^ 



* ■ ■ » 



* 

This family was illuftrious in itfelf, for the long 
continuance of the regal and facerdotal fuccefliou lUu. 
in it, and for the fignal fervices which they and their jj"? 
anceftors, from time to time, had rendered our na-«*3 
tion . But, through inteftine broils^-the adminiftra- 
tion was transferred from them to Herod, the fon 
of Antipater, a perfon who had no claim from lineal 
defcent, or dignity of extraction • 
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[[INCLUDING A PERIOD OF ABOUT TWENTY-SIX YEARS.] 




C H A P. I. 

Hcrodi having obtained poffeffion of JerufaUm, and the 
Sovereignty " of J tide a ^ gratifies his friends^ and re- 
venges hhnfclf on his enemies. ' • 



Herod pro- 
motes tus 
.id he; cars, 

and re- 
venges 

himfelf on 

thofeof 

Autigonus, 




S jfbon as Herod obtained the fpvereign 
rule of Judaea, he made it his bufinefs to 
^ promote and provide for thofe who had 
jV efpoufeel his intereft while he was" in the 
rank and condition of a private man. Healfo took 
care to revenge himfelf on thofe whom he knew 
to have been his enemies, infomuch that, hardly a 
day paffed without a capital execution upon fome 
one or other of them. ■ •* 



pofleflions were not fafficient to Cat isfy his avarice 
They were alfo in their Tabbatical year, and had 
confequently no harveft to fupply their wants. 

Anthony, having* at this time, Antigonus in 
bonds, thought to . expofe him publicly in honour of 
his triumph ; but when he heard that the Jewilh , 
nation grewfeditious, and that, from their averfion £ f n ^|^j 
to Herod, they continued to bear good will for An- cA, 
tigonus, he caufed him to be beheaded at Antioch, 
as we have befoi'fc obferved towards the clofe of the 
laft book'. This is attefted by Strabo, of .Cappa- SsSSS 
docia, who thus writes : rt Anthony ordered An ti- 
44 gonus, the Jew, to be brought prifoner £a An- 
" tioch, and there to have his head ftruclt.offY the 
C4 firft king that ever the Itoiiians put to death iii 
" this manner : but he had this to offer in his. own 



Pallio, the Pharifee, and his difciple, Samneas, ' behalf, that the Jews would/ not acknowledge 



The Jews 

are fpoiled 
of rheir 
wealth. 



go©d 

did him^ in advifing the citizens, when he lay before 
jerufalem, to open the gates and veceive him. This 
Samseas was the perfon who formerly foretold to 
Hyrcanus, and the reft of the judges, upon the quef- 
tioning of Herod for his life, that, if they acquitted 
him, the time would come, when he fhould as cer- 
tainly take away their lives, as thsy might then 
take away his; and the prediction' was verified in 
the event. 

No fooner was Herod in pofTeflion of the city,* 
than he got together all the royal ornaments, vfith 
the rich booty, in goods, gold, and (ilver, that had 
been taken away by the wealthy citizens, and com- 
manded the* whole to be conveyed to the royal pa- 
lace, out of which he made a magnificent prefent 
to Anthony, and divided the reft amongft his friends 
and favourites. 

He ordered 4.5 leading men^ in the intereft of 

Antigonus, to be put to death ; and fet guards at 

the gates of the city, that nothing might be carried 

out but their dead bodies. They alfo fearched the 

dead; and whatever was found, either of gold or 

filver, or other treasure, was carried to the king. 

There was, indeed, no end of the niiferies brought 

upon them by a penurious prince ; for their whole 
No. ao. 



" Herod 

cc 




for their king while Antigonus was 
_ Nay, fo great a reverence had they for 
<c tlieir former prince, that they were not to be 
44 wrought upon, even by torments, to allow He- 
" rod fo much as the name of a king. But Antho- 
44 ny propofed to himfelf, by this difhonour able pf i>- 
44 ceeding, to blaft the memory arid reputation of - 
<c the one, and foften the popular averfion to the 
44 other." 



CHAP. 



II. 



Hyraanus is fet at liberty by the Parthians. Returns • 
to Herod, and is favourably received, Ananel is ad- 
vanced to*the pontificate. Alexandra^ dijgufted there- 
at, catifes dijlurbances. Anatoel being at lenzth de- 
pojed, is fucceeded by AriflGbulus. 



HYRCANUS, being at this time in the hands 
of the Parthians, news was brought him of^c*^ 
Herod's promotion to the government. He there- p«eftV* 
fore made his court to the new king, from whom he pa?lhiL ia 



obtained his liberty in the following manner. 

Phraates, king of Parthia, being informed of the 
birth and chara&er of his prifoner Hyrcanus, held 
him infuchhigh eftccm, that he ordered his chains 
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ftnwc xy, 



HyfC.inift 
intends to 
vilic He- 



to be taken off, and allowed tiim the freedom of tlic 
city of Ifabylofi) where there were in any of his own 
fedi, and where he had the fame reverence paid 
hint, not only by the Jews of that city, but thole 
Ifkewifc on the other fide of the Euphrates, as if he 
had actually been their governor and liigh-pricft ; 
c ircunifhtnces which could not but afford him con- 
fidcrablc fatisfadtion. 

When he came to underftand that Herod was 
advanced to the government, judging of the dif- 
pofition of others from his own, and flattering 
himfelf with mighty expectations from Herod in 
his exalted fituation, as an acknowledgment to the 
prefer ver of his life and honour, he determined to 
pay him avifit, but not without firft advifing with 
his particular friends. Having informed them of 
his defign, after fome deliberation, they unanimouf- 
ly oppofed it, alledging, <c that as long as he was 
amongft them, he might affure himfelf, from them, 
and all their people, of a reverence and obedience 
fuitable to the dignity of his chara&er, which he 
could never expe<ft in his own country, by reafon of 
the maim he had received from Antigonus, which 
difqualified him for fuch a claim/' They alfo ob- 
ferved, that, in point pf good offices and reciprocal 
fervices, it was not with princes as with private 
perfons, fince their elevation, in general, diverted 
their attention from paft tranfaCtions. But thefe 
remarks, though pertinently fuggefted by his 
friends, had no weight with Hyrcanus, whonever- 
thelefsperfifted inhisrefolution. 

Herod, indeed, gave him an invitation, by letter, 
*™ to come over to him, and take his part in the go- 
ri>X""" vernment, perfuading him to defire Phraates, and 

his brethren, the Jews, not to envy him fo great a 
happinefs, as he had now an opportunity of fhewing 
his gratitude to the perfon to whom he ftood in- 
debted for his very exiftence. To enforce the mat- 
ter, Herod fent Saramaila upon an embafly to Phraa- 
tes, with perfuafive arguments, and magnificent 
prefents, to conciliate his favour towards his worthy 
patron and deareft friend. But this zeal in Herod 
did not flow from principle, but from a caution, as 
being an ufurper, to fecure himfelf from every 
change of ftate, and, for that confideration, either 
to get Hyrcanus into his power, or put him out of 
the world, as the event afterwards proved. 

Hyrcanus, having at length obtained his difcharge 
from Phraates, and being amply fupplied with mo- 
ney and neceffaries by the Jews in Babylon for his 
journey,, proceeded to Jerufalem, where he was re- 
ceivetfwith every token of lingular honour and re- 
fped*. Herod appointed him the firft place at 'all 
public meetings and entertainments, treated him in 
the ftyle of a father, and maintained fuch an ap- 
pearance of amity, as could not fail to elude all 
doubt and fufpicion of the integrity, of his difpofi- 
tion. In fine, he omitted nothing that could give 
a favourable opinion of his regard for Hyrcanus, 
till at length he fullied all he had done before* by 
an act that caufed the greateft difturbance in his own 
- family. Being cautious of having any man of ho- 
nourable extraction advanced to the pontificate, he 

I' w a i ** ent to Babylon f° r one Ananel, a perfon of obfeure 
vanccs*m condition, and conftituted him high-prieft. The 

obteurc 



?„cccivc5 An 
invitation 
from H. 



Goes to 

Jerufalera, 

and is ho- 
nourably 
received 
by Ucrod. 




Anthony deeming it imprudent to fend for the 
wife of a prince who was his friend, and fearful of A 
giving Cleopatra any ground for jealoufy, wrote to knt$ 
Herod, informing him of his defire to fee Arifto- £ rlft °k- 
bulus, if a covenient opportunity fhould offer. He- 0 '' 
rod did not think it proper to fend a youth of fo 
attractive a perfon to Anthony, with whole eccen- 
tric paffion he was well acquainted ; fo that he put 
him off, with a pretence that the Jews were fo fe- 
ditious, and bent upon the experiment of another Hcrodp^ 
king, that if Ariftobulus fhould leave the kingdom* h,m L off 

• ~! 1 j i • j with aa 



Herod, having thus excufed himfelf to Anthony, 
kept up appearances with Ariftobulus and Alex- 
andra ; his wife Mariafnne preiling him, upon every 
occafion, to do her brother jufticc in the inftance of 
the pontificate, urging withal, that it was his inter- 
eft fo to do, and that the duties incumbent on the of- 
fice would excufe him beyond all exception from 
taking the journey. Herod, incenfed at this fpiri- 
ted exertion, called his friends about him, and, in Heroic 
the fevereft terms, inveighed againft Alexandra, vd tf» 
telling them fhe had entered into a confpiracy Sdit 
againit him, and influenced Cleopatra to prevail 
with Anthony to difpofleshim of the government, 
and transfer it to her fon, in which, he faid, flic was 
the more to blame, as fhe could not, in thatinftance, 
affert the caufe of Ariftobulus without degrading 
her daughter, and paving the way, by intefline feuds, 
for dethroning heV fon-in-law, and removing him 
from a dignity he had acquired by fo much toil and 
hazard. Upon the whole, he declared himfelf f eadv 
to forget and forgive all injuries ; and, as a proof of 
the reverential regard he had for his mother, and 
all herrelations, he would immediately veft her fon 
with the exercife of the office, which he never would 
have conferred on Ananel, had he been of proper 
age to have executed . 

This declaration, intended merely to amufe the 
women and friends around him, very much embar- oVaWa 
raffed Alexandra, who was fo greatly affected by^rja^ 
the joy of having accomplifhed her wifhes on theSb&g* 
one hand, and a concern of finding herfelf f u ^ e &-$y$£ 
ed on the other, that, in a tranfport of paffion, /lie Ariftobo- 
thus vindicated her conduct, declaring, that, with Itts# 
refpe&tothe pontificate, ihe was hurt by the affront 
put upon her fon ; that fhe was determined to leave 
no lawful means unattempted to do him right ; but 
as to any defign fhe had of railing him to the throne, 
it was fo far from her, that if offered, fhe would 
have refufed it. Her ambition, fhe faid, went no 
farther than to fee juftice done to her fon in that 
ftation, in which the honour of her family was con- 
cerned ; and as that point was to be fettled, fhe was 
fo fenfible of the king's gracious regard to herin the 
perfon of Ariftobulus, that fhe would ever retain a 
moft dutiful fenfe of the fame ; and if fhe had, in 
any inftance, exceeded the bounds of refpect and 



r promotion of this mean perfon greatly difgnfted moderation, through a miftaken punctilio of ho- 

Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and mother nour > ihe- amplored the pardon of the royal perfo- 



Alexandra 
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of Ariftobulus, (brother to Mariamne, the wife of 
Herod,) to whom, by right of birth, the office of 
high-prieft belonged. In order, therefore, to re- 
fent the affront offered her family in fetting afide 
her fon, and obtruding a foreigner into the ponti- 
ficate, {he wrote to Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, who 
had an abfolute authority over Anthony, torequcft 
that honour for Ariftobulus, 

Anthony, at firft, did not attend to the matter. It 
happened, however, that one Gellius, a particular 
friend, being in Judsea about fome affairs of his 

chance faw Ariftobulus and Mariamne, 



nage who might be offended. This pertinent ad- 
drefsfoothed the king; and the parties re-affumed 

at leaft the appearance of friendfliip. 
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CHAP. 



III. 



d beauty of whofe perfon fo at- 



<i \vn , by 
the fvmmetry 

iracted his eye, that he could not refrain from com- 
plimenting Alexandra as the mother of two fuch 
flnifbvrd productions of nature, and recommending 
ht r x o pre ji o t their pictures to Anthony 3 as the moft 



Herod is ft ill fufpicious of the defigns of Alexandra. 
Caufes Ariftobulus to be zaken off. Exhibits a proof 
of conjummate hypocrify. 

THE king depofed Ananel from the office of 
high-prieft, alledging, as the caufe, that he was 
a foreigner, and of the race of the Jews that were 
formerly carried away by the Syrians beyond the 
Euphrates, many thoufands of whom took up their 
habitations in Babylon. He was, indeed, of faccr- 
dotal, cxtra&ion, and a friend of Herod's, who, upon 
Herod's coming to the crown, had created him high- 



En 
by 



ANTIQUITIES of the JEWS. 



pricft and afterwards depofed him^ though con- 
trary to law ; for the bigb-pricfthood is an officcfor 
life and not to lie taken away, when duly conferred. 
The firft who brake in upon that rule was Aniio- 
chw Epiphancs,who removed Joflma, to make way 
for his brother Onias. Ariftobulus was the fecond, 
who took that dignity from his brother Hyrcanus j 
and Herod the third, who depofed Ananel, and con- 
ferred the pontificate on Ariftobulus. 

j a By this expedient Herod thought to have healed 
ufof^'A t he divifions in his family; but it appeared, from 
& tic^confequences, the reconciliation was not foperma- 
fcyl " nent as might have been expected ; for he enter- 
tained fufpicions that Alexandra would be no longer 
quiet, than /lie had an opportunity of compaffing 
her ends by reviving diffention. For this caufe he 
confined her to her palace, and abfolutely forbad 
her interfering in public concerns. He alfo fet 
o-uards over her, that the leaft tranfa&ion might not 
pafs without his knowledge. This method of pro- 
ceeding highly difgufted her ; for, being a woman of 
fpirit, nothing touched her fo near as this officious 
fcrutiny into her conduct, infomuch, that, rather 
than endure foabjedt a life, in being deprived of the 
liberty of fpeecb,{he was determined to run any ha- 
zard to deliver herfelf from it. Thus, refolved, fhe 
full yftated her cafe in a letter to Cleopatra ; and re- 
queuing at the fame time, her advice and affiftance, 
received, from that princefs, an invitation to come 
away privately, with her fon, to her in Egypt. Alex- 
andra approved the counfel, and bethought herfelf 

Sheorder- 



vailcd on to be one of the party j and no fooncr had 
he plunged into the water, than thofe who were in 
it before, ducked and dipped him according to the 
direction of Herod, and under pretence of fport 
and play, kept him fo long under water, that he was 
at length adtually drowned. Thus was thisac-And^ 
compliihed youth taken off, through the bafe de- 
vice of a wicked king, in the eighteenth year of his 
age, and the firft of his pontifical office, which was 
immediately reftored to AnaneK When this la- 
mentable difafter was known to the women, dif- 
tra£tion fat on every countenance, and defpairandAriftobnlas 
horror reigned around. It was fo public a lofs, as to 
be mourned throughout Jerufalem ; for every family memed. 
feemed to have a concern in it. But Alexandra was 
more deeply affeAed than allj atid it was an aggra- 
vation of her calamity, that, though fhe was con- g^ofA- 
vinced of the treachery of the a&, (he found herfelf i«am!nu 
under a neceffity, for her own fecurity, to pafs it 
over in filence. Such was her defpair at intervals, 
that fhe refolved to lay violent hands on herfelf ; 
but, on cooler reflection, fhe checked her paffion, 
hoping fhe might live to re venge fo flagitious an adfc, 
on the guilty head of the perpetrator. With this 
view fhe maintained a fair appearance, and feemed 
to have no knowledge of the tranfadtion. 

Herod to wipe off all fufpicion of fo foul a deed, Difcmuia. 
affe&ed more than ordinary tokens of forrow, fell 
into tears and exhibited an apparent confufion of 
foul. He might probably be feized with a momen- 
tary reraorfe for fpilling the blood of the innocent 



in the prime of youth ; but as he held the death of 
the one neceflary fofr the fecurity of the other, his 



of an expedient to put it in execution 

ed two coffins to be provided, caufed herfelf and fon „ . 

pcstr g ato be put in them, and appointed the fervants, || main point was to keep himfelf clear of fufpicion- 

ratoEgyp 1 - u , ere privy to the contrivance, to fee them car- 
ried out by night, and put on board a fhip that lay 
ready at hand to tranfport them into Egypt. 



His funeral obfequies were performed with the ut- 
moft pomp and magnificence,-" which he attended 
himfelfas chief; apiece of chicane which excited 




But this ftratagem mifcarried through the trea- 
chery of one of the fervants, who communicated 
the whole fcheme to a man named Sabbion. This 

XXV tfrfon . had been fufpe&ed of aflifting in the death 
«dmhcr of Antipater, the father of Herod, and therefore, 

<(capc ' in order to obviate the confequences that might 

follow, he divulged the whole fecret. The kin 
fuffered them to go fome way from the city, an 
then furprized and brought them back ; butfearin 
the power and influence of Cleopatra, he fufpendei 
his defign, and making a virtue of neceffity, pre- 
tended, with great clemency, to pardon in both 
what he dared not punifh. It was not long, how- 
ever, before he embraced the opportunity of taking 
a fatal revenge on young Ariftobulus. 

The feaft of tabernacles (which is one of our 
principal feftivals) now approaching, Herod feem- 
ed difpofed to celebrate it with the utmoft mirth 
and good humour: but a. circumftance occurred, 
that induced him to execute his defign upon the 
life of the youth fooner than he intended. Arifto- 
bulus who was to officiate as high-prieft upon the 
occafion, poflelTed a moft engaging perfon and de- 
meanour, and was in the eighteenth year of his age. 
Having advanced towards the altar, he difcharged 
his duty with fo becoming a reverence, and the 
fplendour of the pontifical robes added fuch aluftre 
to the gracefulnefs of his perfon, that, by both 
*WW« theft, he captivated the affections of the people, in- 
£Jp'*f-fomuch, that they could not forbear expreffing the 
^o P jc the l°ve, honour, and efteem, they bore, in the warmeft 

prayers and acclamations, and accompanying thofe 
tokens of joy and affe&ion, with the moft grateful 
acknowledgments of the many obligations they had 
to his noble family. This raifed Herod's jealoufy 
to fuch a degree, that he immediately meditated a 
fche me for taking away the life of Ariftobulus, 
which he effe&ed as follows. 



the aftonifhment, and, in fome degree appeafedthe 
inward rage, of thofe who were inconfolahle for the 
lofs they hadfuftainedinthe death of Ariftobulus, 



CHAP. IV. 
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Herod is cited to appear before Anthony on an accufation 
for the murder of Ariftobulus. His projeSl for the death 
of Mariamne is difcovered by JofepA. JofepA is put to 
deaths and Alexandra imprijoned. 
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As Coon as the feaft of tabernacles was over, He- 
rod went to partake of an entertainment with Alex- 
andra at Jericho, where he took Ariftobulus, in 
point of complacency, to bear him company in the 
cuverfion c>f the day. The weather being too warm 
for exercife, the company withdrew into the cool of 
the fhade, near certain fifh-ponds, in which feveral 
of them propofed to bathe. Ariftobulus was pre- 



Alexandra could not fupprefs her grief, any 
more than her defire of obtaining revenge ; for 
which purpofe fhe again had recourfe to Cleopatra, 
whom (he acquainted with the untimely death of her 
fon and the manner in which it was effe&ed. She 
reprefented the villainy of Herod in fuch a light, 
and pi&ured her own diftrefs in fuch feeling terms, 
as moved thecompaflionof the queen, who refolved 
to do the utmoft in her power to procure fome re- 
drefs. She accordingly made immediate applica- 
tion to Anthony , preffinghim, with the utmoft im- 
portunity, to fee juftice done on the prepetrators of 
fo barbarous a murder. She reprefented to him the 
difgrace he would incur by fuffering a king, whom 
he had raifed to the throne, and who was the ufurp- 
er of the right of another, to commit fo horrid an 
outrage upon the lawful heir with impunity. An- 
thony, harrafled by the inceffant folicitations of 
Cleopatra, was at length prevailed upon to call He- 
rod to account, and accordingly repaired to Laodi- 
cea, where he cited him to appear before him, in 
order to clear himfelf of the imputation laid to his 
charge for the death of Ariftobulus. 

Herod was too fenfible of his guilt to truft to the 
merits of his caufe ; and dreading the influence of 
Cleopatra, who had incenfed Anthony againft him, 
he was greatly perplexed in what manner to proceed 
at fo critical a jun&ure. He well knew, however, Herod ?# 
that it was in vain to difpute the will of the all- 
powerful Anthony, and therefore determined at all feph to 
ha2ards to appear. He committed the care of the m«[°«Lc 
government, in his .abfence, to his uncle Jofeph, on certain, . 
giving him privately in charge, if Anthony fhould ^^k^ 01 
put him to death, immediately to deftroy Mariamne j % 
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for fijcli wa* hi* attachment to her, that he could 
not bear the thought* of her being in the polfcffion 
of another even after Ufo death ; betides, he had re- 
ceived intimation that the fame of her beauty had 
captivated Anthony. Having given thefc orders, 
he took his departure with a mind fraught with the 
moil dif.ual apprehcutions. 

Jofeph, beingnovv vefted with the adminifl ration 
of affairs, attended to his trufl:, and made frequent 
vifits to Mariamne, partly on bufinefs, and partly 
from the refped due to her character as a queen. At 
thefc interviews he would frequently take occafion 
to inlinuate the very affectionate regard Herod had 
for her, reprefenting him as the tendereft and moft 
loving of hufbands. The women, and particular- 
ly Alexandra, treated his declarations with raillery, 
which rendered Jofeph fo zealous in the caufe, that, 
to confirm the character he had given him, he in- 
filled, as an indifputable argument of his affec- 
tion, tc That as he found he could not live with- 
" out her, fo he was refolved that death itfelffhould 
" never part them." But the women, as was natu- 
ral, did not eiteem this declaration as an evidence 
of love ; they rather conftrued it to be an intima- 
tion of a tyrannical purpofe he had affumed, in cafe 
of his own death, not to fuffer them to furvive 
him. A rumour was fpread at this time, by fome 
perfons who bore the king ill-will, that Anthony 
had caufed Herod to be put to the queftion, and 
after that to death. 

The whole court was alarmed at it, and particu- 
larly the women, infomuch, that Alexandra pro- 
pofed to Jofeph to fly for prote&ion to the Roman 
legion, under Julius, that was then quartered with- 
out the city, and to take them alqng with him. 
She obferved, that if there (tiould be any broils in 
the palace the Romans would take care of them; 
or if ever Mariamne ihould come to the fight of 
Anthony, he would deny her nothing that fhe 
Ihould afk him, though it were the kingdom itfeif, 
or all the royal privileges fhe could pretend to. 

While this affair was under deliberation, letters 
arrived from Herod, that invalidated the late report; 
for it appeared that Anthony, by force of prefents 
and fair words, was fo far brought over to his in- 
tcreft, that Cleopatra could no longer prevail with 
him to the prejudice of Herod ; for he not only ex- 
culpated him from every imputation of having been 
acceffary to the murder of Ariftobulus, but gave 
him repeated tokens of favour; nay, he publicly 
declared, that kings were not to be. accountable to 
their fubje&s for their. anions. Herod difplayed in 
his letters, the honours Anthony had done to him, 
felting forth, that He had called him to his councils, 
and to his folenin feafts, in defpite of all the ca- 
lumnies of Cleopatra, .who had a defign upon the 
overnment UerfeVf, anddidali fhe could. to. effect 



examined her re {peeling her intimacy * hh Jofeph, 
Hhc laid every thing in vindication of h< rlclY, tJi.u 

it might be luppufcd innocence could dictate, in- 
lilting, that, as tor nay tiling that mightluok criml- 
ii a 1 or dhiionourablc in her conduct, IJjc was not k ' 
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ii.s deftru&ion. Anthony, heavejrred, was a prince 
of honour and jnftice ;. and told them they might 
expect him back again in a fhort time, t better efta- 
blifhed in the poileffion of his kingdom, and in the 
aflurance of Anthony's friendfhip, than ever, Cleo- 
patra being entirely detached from him, through 
her. acceptance of Coelo-Syria as a prefent, upon 
condition never to trouble him more in Judsea. 

r Upon Anthony's advancing on his expedition 
m agaraft the Parthians, Herod returned to Jerufa- 
lem; and his mother and fifter, Salome, informed 
„ him of what had palTed. The latter accufed Mari- 
amne of having had too great a familiarity wifh Jo- 
* feph, her hufband, whom fhe was willing to facri- 
Icc, rather than not obtain her revenge on the inno- 
ent Mariamne. This arofefrom fome difagreea- 
♦Ie words between Salome and the queen, whore- 
vroaehed her with the raeannefs of her original, in 
omparifon of the royal (lock of the Afmomens, 
rom whom fhe was defcerided. 

This acciifation, however, threw Herod into the 
titrivoft tranfport of rage and jcaloufy, fo that it was 
with the greateft difficulty he could reftraiu hi s p a f- 
fion within the bounds of difcretion. However, on 
cool reflection, he tookMaflamnc afidc, and clearly 
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extremity of hispafltonfor her, relaxed, by degrees, 
from the violent rage into which he had been 
thrown, and not only abfolved her from all fuf. 
picion of the crime that had been imputed to her, 
but con felled himfelf perfe&ly convinced that fhe 
had not given the leait cauie of offence. He like- 
wife repeatedly entreated her pardon for thatincon- 
lideratc ha fie, which induced him to give credit to 
a report, by which Ihe had been fo vilely traduced, 
and, with tears and embraces, befought her pardon 
for his indifcrcet conduit. 

Notwithftanding all this appearance, Mariamne 
had fome doubts of 'the reality of Herod's regard 
for her ; butthe more fhe feemed, by her exprcifion 
and manner, to entertain this notion, the more an- 
xious was he to give her every teftimony he could 
of his fincerity. At length, however, flie exclaim- 
ed, " Truly, you give abundant proof of the tcn- 
" dernefsof your regard, as a hufband, by order- 
" ingan innocent wife to be put to death, in cafe 
cc you Ihould happen to die firft." She had no 
fooner uttered thele words, than Herod broke from 
her arms in the utmoll rage, and cried out, with all 
the fury of a madman, u It is now evident, beyond 
" a doubt, that the purity of my wife has been cor- 
" rupted by Jofeph ; for nothing lefs than the con- 
u fidence arifing from fuch an intimacy, coul<l 

fe- 
ith 

cc fuch folenin injunctions not to reveal it. 



" have induced him to give up fo important a : 
cc cret, which had been committed to his care wi 
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In the impetuofity of his paflion Herod had al- 
moft determined to put Mariamne to death on the 
fpot ; but after fome violent ftruggles on his part, hctoJw. 
the warmth of his affection prevailed for her pre-J"^ 
fervation. With regard to Jofeph, however, he &Aii«i! 
gave inftant orders for his being put to ileathjevcn^^ 
without, fuffering him to fpeak a word in his own 
defence 5 and directed Alexandra, whom he con- 
fid ered as the caufe of all the mifchief, to be com- 
mitted to clofe confinement. , 

At this time great tumults prevailed: in Syria, 
through. means of Cleopatra, who having abfolute 
power over Aut>h<>ny 3 was inccflantly perfuading 
him to take the dominions, from the feveral princes, aT aiia. 
and beftow them on herfclf. Her avarice and am- 
bitioh, infine, were foinfatiable, that flie attempted 
to gratify thiem at all hazards. She difpatched, by 
poifon, her brother a youth of about fifteen, to pre- 
vent his being; king of Egypt. She prevailed on H «^ 
Anthony to have her fifter Arfmoe taken ofrat t icc, 1 
Ephefus, at her very devotiqn in the temple 
of Diaila ; fo that neither tenlple, fepulchre, or 
fanctuaries, efcaped her, when there was money or 
fpoii to be got by a facrilegicus Violation of them. 
Jn'fine, the world would have been too fmall to gra- 
tify the ambition and avarice of this licentious wo- 
man, for which caiife it is no mat'£er of wonder that 
flie ihftigated Anthony to take from others that 
which fife coveted herfelf, and that file no fooner fet 
her foot in "Syria with him, than (lie formed pro- 
jed:s to gain pofTeflion of it. By fuggefting that 
I^yfanias, the fon of Ptolemy \ was a friend to the 
Parthians', fhe caufed him to be put to death. She 
obtained alfo from Anthony, Jatlseu and Arabia, 
from the princes who bad them in poffefiion.- An- 
thony, indeed, was lb entirely at the command of 
this woman, that he may be laid to have been civ 
flaved by her, and fubjected to many inRances ot 
conduclthat fullied anddebafed his ciiaracter. To 
avoid more trouble and importunity, he gave her 
fome certain parts of both provinces, and all the 



1 



cities from the river Elcutiicrus to Egypt, except 
ingTvreand Sidon, which have ever been free ; hut 
this did not prevent her from harraifing Anthony 
with felicitations to nrocurc the in. 
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Cleopatra comes into Jadea, and is honourably received 

who afterwards is difpofed to put Iter to 
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HEN Cleopatra had obtained thefc acquifi- 
tions, and accompanied Anthony, in his ex- 
pedition into Armenia, as. far as the Euphrates, fhe 
returned, and took Apamia and Damafcus in her 
way to Judaea, where flie was honourably received 
uborToa- by Herod, who treated with her for the revenue of 
«hiTie- ^ at part of Arabia and Jericho which had been 

granted her j the latter being famous for balfam, 
which is the moft precious of all gums, and likewife 
for thefaireft palm trees in the world. Upon her 
arrival, fhe attempted to form an intrigue with the 
king; nor did fheaffedt fecrecy, but exhibited evi- 
dent and open tokens of paffion for him, though 
moft probably with a treacherous defigh 1 . Herod, 
who well knew her abandoned and diflblute cha- 
racter, was, in fome degree,' fortified again ft her ; 
but when flie made fuch advances as exceeded the 
brands of decency, he determined to repulfc her, 
and called a consultation of his friends upon it. 
The queftion he put to them was, u Whether it 
was not moft prudent to make fure of this bafe wo- 
man, now he had her in his power, as it'would be 
both a fatisfa&ion to thofe me had abufed hereto- 
Hcroaac- fore, and a better fecurity . from her abufe here- 
^cgnithe after." He obferved, that Anthony himfelf would 
toVtra, derive an advantage fVom it, as {he was the common 
hr is op- enemy of mankind, and would prove 1 falfe to him, 
Kwca^.if ever he fliould oppofe her will. 

Herod was abfolutely for taking her off ; but 
thofe about him were nolefs pofitive againft it, as 
a thing beneath the dignity of a prince. They 
therefore befought him not to think of adting fo 
rafhly, as Anthony would refent it, however con- 
ducive it might be to his advantage. They ob- 
served, that the lofing of his miftrefs, by force 
or fecret pra&ice, would but tend to enhance the 
value he had for her before, and irritate him to 
revenge . That with re(pe A to palliating a violence 
upon the per fon of a princefs of her illuftrious qua- 
lity, it would by no means be admitted. Theyre- 
prefented to him the tumult and confulion which 
would inevitably follow, both in the kingdom and 
the royal family, if he carried his propofal into exe- 
cution; and that he was juftifiablc in rejecting the 
inordinate importunities of the woman, upon every 
principle of reafon and found policy. Through 
dint of argument, and the confidence repofed in 
their judgement, 'Herod was brought over to an 
acknowledgement of his error, and was diverted 
from his delperate refolve j fo that, as an inftance 
of conduct totally reverfe, he beftowed rich pre- 
fents on Cleopatra, and conduced her fome part 
of the way to Egypt. 

Anthony, having (iibdued Armenia, fent Arta- 
bazes, the fon of Tigranes, prifoner into Egypt, 
with the princes his ions, and prefented them to 
Cleopatra, together with the immenfe booty he had 
taken there. Artaxias, theeldeft fon of the Artaba- 
zes, who fled out of the country at the breaking out 
of the war, Succeeded his father ; but was after- 
wards driven out by Archelaus and the emperor 
Nero, who put Tigranes, the youngeft brother of 
the family, into his place. 

Witln-efped tothe revenue of the country, which 
Anthony had given to Cleopatra, Herod made a 
point of payingit moft punctually, being well af- 
fured that it was his intereft to keep upon pacific 
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terms with her. The Arabians, confidering that 
Herod had the levying of the tax, made due pay-' 
mem, from time to time, at the proportion of two 
hundred talents a year : but this did not long con- 



I 



tinue, for it gradually fell off, till 
reduced to Ids than one half. 



at length it was 




Herod makes war upon, and comers^ the king of 
Arabia. Rut Athenion afterwards gives the Jews a 
total overthrow. 

N confequeiice of this deficiency of payment on 
I the part of the king of Arabia, Herod held hirn^ 
fclf in readinefs to take revenge himfelf by a war j 
but was prevented by the' civil broils of the Ro- 
mans. The battle of Atthuii was now drawing on, 
which, it was apprehended/ would put an end to 
the .competition between ^Auguftus and Anthony 
for the empire* This fell out in the 1 87th olympiad. 

a 

Herod; having been,.now,a long time, through Hcrod 
favour of Anthony, matter -of a rich and populous marchct 
country, raifeda very powerful army, with which Jf" h ^ oc - 
he immediately marched to> the affiftance of hispa^ Anthony, 
tron : but Anthony, ihftead^of accepting his* fer- 
vices againft ^Auguftus^ appointed him to proceed 
againft the Arabians, whom he knew to be a faHe 
and faithlefs people, and from whom he had reafon 
to expecfl fome danger. This appointment was ac- 
cording to the counfel of* Cleopatra, who had a 
project in delign, by fetting the Jews and Arabians 
at variance. 

In obedience to the direction of Anthony, Herod Byhisdi- 
marched backi with his army, and foon after fell ration 
into Ai'abia, having under .his command a very upon the r 
cpnliderable body of horfe and foot. The Arabians, Arabians, 
having received intelligence of Herod's motions, 
were waiting: to give him battle near a place called 
Diofpolis. As loon as the two armies met, an eiir 
gagement took place, which was, for fome time, 
maintained with great obftinacy on both fides, till 
at length viftory declared .in favour of the Jews, °aor"* 
great numbers of the Arabians being flain, and the 
reft put to flight. . 

Soon after this the Arabians raifed another con- 
siderable arrtiy, At a place called Cana, in Ccelo- 
Syria, of which Herod having received authentic 
information^ and beingadvifed that they Were ujjon 
their inarch^ advanced with the main body of his 
troops to that part of the country, intending there 
to r encamp, and fortify himfelf, till he fliould have 
a favourable opportunity of attacking the enemy 
with a fair pro fpe A of (uccefs. But the foldiers 
were fo elated with the confideration of their former 
vi&ory, and fo well afluredof the refolution, ftate, 
and condition of their army, that they befought He- 
rod not to fiiffcr time to be loft, but give the com- 
mand to fall on immediately . Nay, luch was their 
impatience, that they were ready to break through 
all the bounds of difcipliue to obtain their defires. 

v 

This uncommon ardour and alacrity of the troops, 
gave Herod fo much fatisfa<£tion, that he was de- 
termined to encourage their humour, and not to 
check theeagernefs of difpofition which he thought 
might moft probably lead on to victory. He there- 
fore immediately put himfelf at their head? grafped 
hisfword, gave the word of command, and begun 
the attack, telling them to follow his example. 
Hereupon they marched forward to the combat 
with fuch ardent refolution, that the Arabians were 
aftoni/hed at their courage before the encounter be- 
gan. For a little time, indeed, they made fome ovcr- 
faint fhew of refiftance ; but, foon after the firft r jj^* 'j 1 * 
onfet, they gave way, and the greater part fled in fecond"* 
the utmolt confuflon. " mc « 

This rout would, in all probability, have occafion- 
ed the total destruction of the^Arabian army, had it 
not been for Athenion, Cleopatra's general in that 
quarter. This Athenion, who had long been an 
inveterate enemy to Herod, had been in a kind of 
neutrality, but with his men drawn up in order, at- 
tending the iflue of the battle. Finding the Ara- 
bians worfted, and the Jews not only fpent and 
weariedout with a&ion, butfeemingly carelef&and 
fecurcin the confidence of vi&ory, Athenion, with 
a confiderable body of the natives, took the Jews 
off their guard, attacked them by iurprife, dil- 
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difperfccl them with mticli difficulty) purfucd them 
through the woods, and other places of rugged paf- 
fagc, and put great numbers to the fword. Upon 
this defeat, the Arabians*took courage, rallied, and 
renewed the aftion j and made fuch terrible flaugh- 
ter in the purfuit, that a very fmall party of this 
great bodyefcaped with Jifc. 

After this melancholy iflue, Herod ported away 
with all poffible fpeea for relief j but, before he 
could bring it, the Jewifh camp was taken and pil- 
laged. This fatal cataftrophe was owing to a Hid- 
den and unexpected furprizc, through confidence 
and careleflhefs on the part of the Jews- Herod, in 
consequence of this difafter, was compelled to have 
recourle to the making depredations and incurfions 
upon the Arabians, as opportunity would admit, 
and, by fmall advantages, gain fome compenfation 
for the capital defeat his army had fuftained;- But 
the time thus fpent was not abfolutely thrown 
3 way ; for the troops were hereby kept in perpetual 
exercife, inftru&ed in the duties of military difci- 
pline, inured to hardlhips apd fatigues, and, in fome 
degree, qualified to redeem their loft honours at a 
future period. 

■ 

CHAP. VII. 

■ 

• * 

A tremendous earthquake in Judea. The Jewifh ambaf- 

fadors are put to death by the Arabians. 

THE hope of Herod's being able to conquer 
his enemies, was greatly checked by a dread- 
ful earthquake, that happened in Judsea, in the Se- 
venth year of the reign of Herod, and the year of 
the famous* battle oFA&ium. It deftroyed pro- 
digious numbers of cattle ; and, by the fallitfg of 
the buildings in the feveral towns and villages, it 
was computed that not lefs than 10,000 people loft 
their lives : but the foldiers, who were in the open 
fields, efcaped with much lefs injury ; for though 
moft of their tents were tbrowir down, yet little 
other damage took place, than fome being maim- 
ed, and the whole greatly frightened. 

Though this providential calamity was fufficient- 
ly terrible in itielf, yet it was greatly magnifiedby 
report : and the Arabians, imagining the Jews to 
* be utterly ruined, cherifhed the flattering idea, that 
no difficulty would attend their poflefling the^n- 
felves of a province, which now had not a fiiffici- 
The jews ent number of inhabitants to luftain a defence. 

The Jews, in the height of their diftrefs, difpatch- 
their im- ed ambafladors to the Arabians, humbly foliciting 
Jj^SS. terms of accommodation, and that a peace might 
exed. be eftablifhed between them. But the Arabians 

not only put the ambalTadors to death, but, in a 
fliort time after, matched, with a powerful army, 
into Judcea, in full confidence of making them- 
felves matters of that country. 

- As foon as the Jewsunderftood that the Arabians 
had entered Judaea, they were thrown into the ut- 
moft confirmation. Their fpirits were greatly de- 
prefled, by the reflection of their late calamities ; 
and they defpaired of being able to make any refif- 

«ft?o C wn y tance a g a ^ n ft their enemies. The king feeing this, 

* did all in his power to raife their fpirits ; begged of 
them todifmifs their unfeafonable anxiety ; and in- 
treated an exertion of as much courage as might be 
neceflary to prepare themfelves for their own de- 
fence. Some of the more timorous fort of his peo- 
ple felt their misfortunes fo feverely, that, while 
the fenfe of them was recent in their minds, they 
could not be eafily prevailed on to attend to the 
arguments of prudence andwifdom: but Herod, 
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" hardly keep up their fpirits in fuch circumftan- 
44 ecu. But b'nee we cannot avoid fighting, and 
44 nothing, that hath happened, is of fuch a nature, 
44 but it may, by youriclvcs, be recovered into a 
" good ftatc, and this by one brave adlion, I have 
" propofed to myfelf, both to give you fome en- 
44 couragement, and, at the fame time, fome infor- 
44 mation. Both which parts of my defign willuai 
44 to this point, that you may ftill retain your o^ii 
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44 our fide ; and that on this account, it is a warot 
44 neceffity, and occafipned by the injuftice of.oi^, 
44 adversaries : for if yoij. are once fatisfied of tjii$£ 
44 it wili .be a real caufe of alacrity to you. After 
"this, I will farther demonftrate, tliatthe mis&iy; 
44 tunes we are under* arc of no. very great confe* 
44 quence, and, that we have the greateft reafon to" 
44 hope for victory. I . ftiall begin with. the. firljy 
44 ana appeal to y.ourfelves as witnefies to what.l 
44 fay. You are not ignorant,- certainly, qf tH£ 
u wi<?&e,<jlnefs of the Arabians ; which is to th^t ( ^ r ! 
44 gree, as to appear incredible to all ; o.ther men^ad. 
44 to. include fome what th^tfljews ^he grofTeitbag^ 
4C barUy and ignorance of God. The chief tixijjfc 
44 wherein they have affronted, us, have arifen.fi^m! 
44 covetoufnefs and envy ; and they have attackp^ 
u us in an infidipus niajiner.. What occa£onVU 
"therefor me to mention many 
44 their procedure ? Wheij.they were in ; dapgerys 
44 lofipg their own government of themfeives, 
, 44 of beipg flaves to Cleopatra, what others weW 
j 44 th^ey that freed them from that fear .3 It-w^s^h^ 
44 ^rieqdfhipl had witK Arithdny, and .£is k,in£ I 
44 pofition towards us',! that hath been the occaiion 
44 that even thefe Arabians have not been utterly 
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aemg unwilling to undertake 
gfit be fuftxedted by us of.un^ 




4C 



fue for 
peace ; 



fcindneis. But when. he had a mind to 
fome parts of each of qui' dominions on Cleopatra, 
I alfo managed thematter fo, that, by giving j^g^ 
prefents of my own,.! might obtain a fecuritrcjq 
both Rations ; whi)i.e Iundertookmyfelf to an.(wc^ 
44 for the money,, and gave him two hundred ta* 
44 lents, and became furety for thofe two hundred 
44 more^ which were impofed upon the land that 
44 , was fubje<9: to this tribute. This they ha.ve.de.- 
C4 irauded us of, although it was not rcaifonaitcr 
44 that Jews fhould pay tribute to any man livingy 
44 or allow part of their land to be taxable.. ,Bu2 
44 although that was to be, yet we ought not to pay 
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felves preferved. Nor is it fit that they, who 
tc have profeflcd^ a ad that with great integrity and 
44 fenfe of our kindnefs, that it is by our meaaf 
that they keep their principality, mould injure 
us, and deprive us of what is our due } and this 
44 while we have been ftill not their enemies, birf 
44 their friends : whereas obfervationof covena 
44 takes place among the bittereft enemies, but 
44 among friends is absolutely neceflary. This is 
44 not obferved among thefe men, who think gain 
44 to be thebeft of all things, let it be by any way 
44 whatfover ; and that injuftice is no harm y if they 
44 may but get money by it*, is it, therefore, a quel- 
44 tion, with you* whether the uujuffc are to be ptr- 
44 nilhedornot ? when Godhimfelf hath declared his 

* 

44 mind that fo it ought tabe, and hath commanded 
44 that we ever ftiould hate injuries and unjuftice, 
44 which is not only juft, but neceflary, in wars* be* 
_ 44 tween feveral nations. For thefe Arabians have 

having brought them at length to a more tracla- j! u done what both the Greeks and barbarians* own 
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ble temper, in order to encourage and fupport, 
addreffed them to the following effect ; 

CHAP. VIII. 

Herod's animating addrefs to the army infpires the 
Jews with courage r who totally vanquifi the Arabians. 
In their difircjs^ for want of water , they fue to Herod 
for protection. 

<c "\7"OU are not unacquainted, my fellow foldiers, 
" X that we have had, not long (ince, many ac- 
44 pidents, that have put aftop to what we intended 



4 tobe an inftance of the grofTeft wickednefs, with 
4 regard to our ambafladors, whom they have be- 
44 headed ; while the Greeks declare that fuch affl- 
44 bafTadors are facred anil inviolable. As for our- 
44 felves, we have learned, from: God, the moft ex- 
44 cellent of our do£trines r and the moft holy part 
44 of our law, by miflionaries^ or avnhafladors. For 
44 this name brings to mankind the knowledge of 
44 God,, andis iufficient to reconcile enemies one to 
64 another. What wickednefs, then, can be greater 
44 than the (laughter of ambafladors, who come to 
cc treat about doing: what is rio;ht ? and when fuch 
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44 have been their a&ions, how is it poffible they 
** can cither live fcctircty in common life, or be 
44 fucccfiful in war ? In my opinion this it impo/Ii- 
" ble. But, perhaps, fomc will fay, that what is 
u holy* and what is righteous, is, indeed, on our 
44 fide 5 but that the Arabians arc cither more cou- 
44 raucous, or more numerous, than wc are. Now 
44 as*to this, in the firft place, it is not fit for us to 
44 fay fo ; for with whom is what is righteous, with 
** them is God himfelf. Now where God is, there 
44 Isboth multitude and courage. But to examine 
44 our circumftances a little : we were conquerors 
44 in the firft battle : and when we fought again, 
44 they were not able to oppofe us, but ran away, 
44 and could not endure our attacks, or our cou- 
" rage. But when we had conquered them, then 
44 came Athenion, and made war againftus with- 
41 out declaring it. . And is this an inftance of their 
44 manhood ? or is it not a fecond inftance of their 
44 wickednefs and treachery ? Why are we, there- 
44 fore, of lefs courage on account of that which 



i 

Mans had the fuperiority } but the Jews were by 
far the moft courageous and intrepid. A general 
confirmation appeared in the Arabian army, which 
fo animated the Jews, that they pufhed them td 
their very trenches, where, for a time, they made 
a faint fliew of refiftancc,' whiifc defpair was evident 
from their looks and aCtions. They maintained, 
however, a kind of fight, partly as encouraged by j 
their numbers, and partly as compelled by inevita- 
ble neceffity ; till at length, after a long cqntcft; 
and much bloodfhed, they were put to a total rout,; 
and with fo terrible a daughter, that, betwixt thofe 
who fell by the enemy's fwords and their own-, and 
thofe that were trodden to death in the crowd, there 
were miffing 5000 of their number. The refimade 
their way to their camp, but with a miferable pro- 
fited before them, being deftittite o( all the iiece£» r 
faries of life ; and, to add, to their defperate 
condition, they were fo blocked up by the Jews, 
that there was no poflibility eitncr of relief or 

efcape. , , . , . Thi itii 



4< ought to infpire us with much ftronger hopes ? In this extremity tfciy fent deputies to Herod, re- JjJgJ^?^ 



44 And why are we terrified at thofe, who, when 
44 they fight upon the level, are continually beaten ? 
44 and when they feem to be conquerors, they gain 
u it by wickednefs ? If we fiippofe that any one 
"^ould deem them to be men of real courage, will 
" not he be excited by that very confederation to 
44 do his utmoft againft them ? For true valour is 
44 riot (hewn by fighting againft weak perfons, but 
" in being able to overcome the moft hardy. But 
44 then, if the diftrefles we are ourfelves under, and 
44 the miferies that have come by the earthquake, 
44 have affrighted any one, let him confider, in the 
"firft place, that this very thing will deceive the 
44 Arabians, by their fuppofal, that what hath be- 
44 fallen us, is greater than it really is. Moreover, 
44 it is not right that the fame thing that emboldens 
44 them fhould difcourage us ; for thefe men do not 
44 derive their alacrity from any innate virtue of 
44 their own, but from their hope, as to us, that 
46 we are quite caft down by our misfortunes. When 
44 we boldly march againft them, we fliall foon pull 
44 down their infolent conceit of themfelves, and 



fliall gain this by attacking them, that they will 
44 not be fo infolent when we come to the battle. 
44 For our diftrefles are not fo great ; nor is what 
44 hath happened an indication of the anger of God 
44 againftus, as fome imagine ; becaufe iuch things 
u are accidental, and adverfities that come in the 
44 ufualcourfe of things. If we allow that this was 
44 done by the will of God, we muft allow that it 
44 is now over by his will alfo, and that he is fatis- 
44 fiedwith whathath already happened : for had he 
44 been willing to afRi<ft us ftill more thereby, he 
44 had not fo foon put a ftop to our calamities. As 
44 for the war we are engaged in, he hath himfelf 
4C demonftrated, that he is willing it fhould go on, 
44 and that he knows it to be ajuft war : for while 
fome of the people, in the country, have pe- 
44 rifhed, all you, who were in arms, have fuffered 
nothing, but are all preferved alive ; whereby 
God makes it plain to us, that, if you had univer- 
sally, with your children and wives, been in the 
army, ithaa come to pafs, that you had not un- 
dergone any thing that would have much hurt 
you. Confider thefe things ; and what is more 
than all the reft, that you have God at all times 
for your protestor ; and profecute thefe men 
with ajuft bravery, who, in point of friendfhip, 
are unjuft, in their battles perndious, towards am- 
bafladors impious, and always inferior to you in 
valour/' 

suuoa This fpeech had the defired effeCt ; the foldiers 

fag anima- 

(baking off all defpondency, and refuming their na- 

3w^d- tura * courage and alacrity. Herod, having facri- 
inii ficed in form, marched away immediately towards 

K2i? c l * ie Arabians beyond the river Jordan. Between 
the two armies was a caftle, of which the contend- 
ing parties were equally defirous to get pofleffion. 
A party of Arabians attempted to gain the caftle ; 
but the Jews, without much difficulty, repulfed 
them, and foon after took pofleffion of the hill. 
Herod daily arranged his men in order of battle, and 
took every poffible method to provoke the enemy 
to an engagement. In point of numbers, the Ara- 
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Herod ha' 



quelling that he. would either grant them peace^ or dow <» 
free them frp.m their prcfent diftrefs for want of Herod, 
water. But he would admit neither of propofal 
or requeft, till at length their thirft became so in- 
tolerable, that, in the fpace of five days, no lefs 
than four or five thoufand came out, and furrender- 
ed themfelves pfifbners, to avoid the infupportablc 
calamity of a raging drought. Oh the 6th day all 
the reft made a Ially,by confent, and attacked the. 
befiegers, chufing rather a prefent certainty of 
death, than to perifii gradually and inglorioufly. . 
Having taken this refolution * 1 .-.-.A 



, they iflucd out of their 
rength or fpirit to fiif-ofthe 



camp, but without either ftr 

tain fo defperate an a&ion j fo that, onthe firft at- A ' abi5UW - 
tack, there fell above 7000, by which the reft were 
taught that Herod was a fkiltul commander ; and 
being thus effectually humbled> they fubniitted 
themfelves to the protection of the conqueror. 



CHAP. IX. 



The battle of jfftitm. Hyrcanus put to death by Her 
rod) who repairs to Caefar^ and commit* his government 
to his brother P her or as. 



THE reduction of the Arabians highly grati- 
fied the ambitious Herod, who went back to Anthonr 
Jcrufalem in full pofleffion of his utmoft wifties. is defeated 
But this funfhineof profperity was greatly eclipfed, al Admm - 
by his receiving intelligence of the defeat of An- 
thony,, at ACtium, by Auguftus ; for both friends 
and foes were agitated at his fituation, as it was by 

no means probable that he, who had fhewed fo — . 

much friendfhip for Anthony, fhould remain with- 
out punifhment. The former did not affeCfc to di£- 
guife their apprehenfion of his ruin ; while the lat- 
ter, under a pretence of condoling with him, in- 
wardly rejoiced at the pleafing profpecft they had of 



It occured to Herod, that 

of the 



a change in affairs. 

Hyrcanus, being the only furviving brand 
royal family, it would be much for his intereft to 
have him taken off, whatever might be his own fate, 
withrefpedt to Caefar, fince, whether he efcaped his 
refentment, orfell under it, he thought it neceflary 
to remove his own fears, by cutting him off from 
the fucceffion. While Herod was ruminating on 
this horrid defign, the very family of Hyrcanus 
furnifhed him withan opportunity of executing his 
purpofes. Hyrcanus he knew to be of an eafy and 
indolent difpofition, averfe to bufinefs, and content 
in every ftation of life. But his daughter Alexan- 
dra, on the contrary, was of an afpiring, turbulent 
fpirit, and exceedingly anxious for a change in the 
government. Seeing her father carelcfs and uncon- 
cerned at the degraded ftate of their family, fhe re- 
prefented to him the difgrace of fuffering the indig- 
nities which Herod daily put upon them, and acl- 
vifed him to apply to Male bus, at that time gover- 
nor of Arabia, requefting him, if there fhould be 
occafion, to receive him into his protection ; adding, 
that, if Herod fhould fall under the difpleafure of 
Caefar, which might reafonably be expeCted, he 
could not fail of being reftored to his dignity, hay- 
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ing an jnclifpti tabic rijjht and title, and the good- 
will of the people manifeftly on his fide* 
ulTJXu ? Hyrcanus at firft turned a deaf ear to the folicita- 
oiibjr . tions ot his daughter; but her importunities at 

length prevailing, he wrote to the Arabian and 
oM.iichn« committed the charge oftheletter to one Dofitheus, 
a Afa whom he conlidered as a confidential friend to him- 

felf, as well as an inveterate foe to Herod. The 
purport of the letter was, to defire that Malchus 
would fend him a party of horfemen to the lake Af~ 
phaltites, about three hundred furlongs from Jeru- 
falem. But he was greatly miftaken with re(pe£t 
Dofuhcas. to the confidence he repofed in Dofitheus, who 

choofing rather to form an intereft with the prefent 
king, no fooner received the letter, than he carried 
it to him. When Herod had read the contents, he 
made his acknowledgements to Dofitheus for his 
good office, and requcfted that he would feal the 
letter up again, carry it forward to Malchus, and 
receive his anfwer, as it would afford him the hio;h- 
eft fatisfa&ion to know how he would a<5fc in fo m- 
terefting a bufinefs. 

Dofitheus executed his commiffion with the ut- 

+ • * 

mcft pun&uality, and brought back the Arabian's 
anfwer, which was to this effe<5l: ."..That he was 
" willing to give entertainment to Hyrcanus and 
" liis family ; that if he chofe to bring with him 
4C all thofe Jews who remained true to his intereft, 
4 * they fhould likewifebe received in the mofthof- 
u pitable manner : that he was ready to fend apro- 
" per force to condudt them with fafety, and, in 
u fine, heartily difpofed to afford Hyrcanus ajl pof- 
<c fible affiftance in any way he might require*" 

Herod, upon the receipt of this letter, fent far 
Hyrcanus, and demanded of him whether he held 
any correspondence with Malchus. Hyrcanus an- 
fwered in the negative ; upon which Herod pro- 
duced the letter, read it publicly, and ordered Hyr- 
canus to be put to death. This is according to the 
account contained in the commentaries of kiijg He- 
rod. Other hiftorians record, that he was put to 
death for a confpiracy, and not for the crime that 
is here related. They write, that Herod and Hyr- 
canus, being once at an entertainment, the former, 
without any apparent fufpicion, afked the latter 
whether he had received any letter from Malchus ? 
and when he anfwered in the affirmative, but that 
the contents were merely complimental, he was 
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taat! 

and returned home 



| and being carried away juifo/jer ai/iong the P t \f 
thians. After remaining fomc time in thisfhnatj. 
on, he obtained his liberty, 

flattering himfelf with great advantages from tjj< 
friendfhip of Herod. lint in this hope he was.fc 
difappointed, that the latter caufed him to fuffer an 
ignominious death at a irioft advanced age, aftei 
having experienced fo many of the malicious turns 
of fortune. He was diftinguifhed by the candour 
and moderation of his difpofition, as well as by bis 
regard to the laws of equity. He was remarkable 
for his love of eafe, and generally entruftcd the ad- 
miniftration of public affairs to the care of other*, 
from a conviction, that he was himfelf ill calcula- 
ted for the management of them. This eafinefs 
of difpofition laid the principal foundation of the 
fortunes of Antipater and Herod ; yet, in the end, 
it fo -happened, that he fell a facrihee to that very 
goodnefs of temper which ought to have been bjs 
prote&ion. 

Herod, having obviated all grounds of fear hy 
the death of Hyrcanus, prepared to wait on Casfar ; 
though he had no reafon to expeft any favour from B 
him towards a man who had fo heartily efpoyfedo 
the intereft of Anthony. He had a ftrong fufpi-jj 
cion of Alexandra ; and not knowing what ad van- « 
tage fhe might take of his abfence to occafion figtoeS 
tumult, committed the care of the government * 
his brother Pheroras ; placed his mother Cypris, 
with his filler, and .other relations, in the calt 
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Maflada ; laying ftrong injunctions pu his brother, 
if any misfortune (hould befal him, to mainta&xbis 
authority, and. continue the adminiftration in his 

"His wife Mariamne, and her mother 



own name 



Kyrcaaus 
is pat to 
«leach. 



Alexandra, he fecursd in the caftle of Alexandria^; 
as fiich animqfity prevailed betwixt his wif<j^ iiis 
mother, and fiftsr 5 that they could not poflibly Jive 
together in peace. He put the government; of the 
fort into the hands of two friends of approved, truftj 
Jofeph, and Sohemus, under pretext of doing jio- 
hour to thofe princefles ; but with private orders, 
if any violence was offered to his perfon by C^efar, 
immediately to put them to death, and uf$ their 
endeavours to fix his brother and fons fecurcin the 



government 



CHAP. X. 



again aiked if he had ever received any prefents Herod addrcfes Caejar, by wfam he is confirmed in his 
fWim M*n > tn wViirli alfnTe.nWaA in th*> atfirmn- government of ludea. Magnificently entertains Cc&> 



from him ? to which he alfo replied in the afhrma 
tive ; but they were only fourhorfes for his recrea- 
tion. They add, that Herod charged thofe upon 
him as crimes of corruption and treafon, and gave 
orders for his immediate execution. To demon- 
ftrate that he had been guilty of no offence, when 
he was brought to this end, they aliedgedthe pecu- 
liar complacency ? of his temper, which he ever 
maintained from his earlieft youth ; and that even 
when he came to be king, he committed the' ma- 
nagement of the greateft part of the public af- 
fairs to Antipater, the father of Herod ; that he 
was now upwards of fourfcore years old, and knew 
that Herod's government was in a fecure ftate, and 
himfelf on the wrong fide ofthe Euphrates, having 
left his friends behind him, and all this in fubmif- 
fion to Herod's dominion. From thefe confidera- 
tions they infer the incredibility of his attempting 
any enterprize, by way of innovation, and thence 
conclude that it was a plot x pf Herod's contri- 
vance. 

Thus ended the life of Hyrcanus, a life long and 
Hiftocyof troublefome, and chequered with a vaft variety of 
/realm*, fortune. He was advanced to the pontificate du- 
ring the reign of his mother Alexandra, and con- 
tinued to difcharge the duties of it nine yeax*s, at 
the expiration of which his mother died, and he 
aflumed the reins of government. He had not, 
however, been in pofieffion of the fovereignty 
above three months, when he was expelled by his 
brother Ariftobulus. After this he was reftored to 
his former ftation by Pompey, who put him in pof- 
feffion of all his dignities, and, for the fpace of forty 



government of Judea. Magnificently entertains Ca> 
jar at Ptolemais. 

HEROD, having given thefe directions refpeding 
. what he would have done in his abfenc*, left 
Jerulalem, and proceeded with all expedition to 
wait on Gselar, who was at this time at Rhodes. 
Upon his arrival, he immediately made application 
for being admitted to an audience of the emperor,' 
which being granted, before he entered into hk 
prefence he laid afide his diadem, but remitted no- 
thing elfe of his ufiial dignity. As foon as he came 
into the prefence of the emperor, without need- 
lefs apologies, as is common in fuch cafes, hefrabk- 
ly addreflcd him in words to this purport : 

" llluftrious Ca?far, (faidhe),Iwaitnotuponyou H& ^ 
to difavow the fincerity of a friendfhip IhayeatwcS 
ways entertained for Anthony : an dl muft.be fr«c 
enough to declare, that, if it had been ininy 
power to have made him mafter of the world* 
cc had not wanted that diftinguifhed ftation. I ac- 
Ct knowledge, great prince, that I am indebted to 
Anthony for the regal ftate I at prefent enjoy $ 
and had not my duty called me againft the Ara.- 
bians, I would haye manifested my gratitu4$ by 
Cc being perfonally with him in the lad battle. I 
u did, however, my utmoft to ferve him, by fi*p- < 
" plying him with foldiers, provisions, and money. ' 

" Notwithftanding the unfortunate event at A** 
tium, I ftill entertain for Anthony the greateft 
Cc warmth of friendfhip, and venerate him as a gc 

44 nerous patron. Though I could not attend fch* 

4< in pejrfon, yet I gave him fuch advice, that, had 
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years, he continued in the enjoyment of them ; but 11 ic he purfued it, would have been of the raoft Wia- 
was at length dethroned by Antigonus, fiifferino; J u tcrial advantage. I urged him to abandon Cleo- 
the pains and difgrace of having his ears cut oft, || " patra ; telling him ^that while his connection wit* 
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" her fdbfifted, he would tt^n continual danger; 
but he chofc td^procceoWl another mode, and 
hat promoted your intereft rather than his own, 
for want of an exertion of that prudence which 
his fituation demanded* Now, though you may 
Jiave conceived the lefs favoorably of me, be- 
fcaufel attached myfelfto the in tereft of Anthony, 
at a time when you was his profeffed enemy, yet 
I fliall not, on that account, hefitate to make 
known, and defend the fervices I have done him, 
and the perfe A efteem I have ever had for him. 
If you will, for a moment, advert to his rank, 
and the friendftiip I bore him, without retrofpedt 
to the peculiarities of his fituation, I conceive 
that you will fee fo much of gratitude and good 
faith in my conduct, that you may thiuk the ac- 
ceptance of my friendfhip worthy your notice ; 
for the dignity of my character will fuffer no al- 
teration, whether I vow this friendfhip to Ckefar 
or to Anthony 

Herod delivered this fpeech with fuch an air of 



eharattefof Mariamne. Herod itfnconfolable for the 
lofsofher. A great peflilenc/e in Jerufalem. Alexandra 
endeavours to pojfefs herfitf of jeveral Jlrong fortrefi'es 
in the neighbourhood of the capital. Is put to death b$ 
order of Herod. Cruelty of Herod to his friends. He» 
rod rules &ith dejpoti'c /way. ^ 
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magnanimity, and fuch grace of demeanour, that 
Auguftus, who poflefTed a natural benignity of 
mind, was not able to refift its power. He treated 
Herod withfingularinftancesof regard and efteem, 
dire&ed him to re-aflame his crown, and be the 
fame friend in future to himfelf, that he had for- 
merly been to Anthony ; giving him alfo to un- 
SA'dcrftand, that Capidius had made him fenfible of 

the good offices Herod .had done him in the affairs 
of the gladiators. When Herod had obtained fo 
kind a reception, and had beyond all his hopes, 
been reinftated in his kingdom, more fecurely than 
ever, by adecree of the Roman fenate, upon Guslar's 
immediate application, he could not but be affe&ed 
with a degree of tranfport, and take every oppor- 
tunity of tefHfying the fenfe he entertained of inch 
liberal fan&ion. Upon this consideration he at- 
tended Auguftus into Egypt, treating himfelf, and 
his friends, upon the way, with a magnificence fuit- 
abletohis dignity of character, and due acknow- 
ledgment of obligation. He interceded with the 
emperor on the behalf of Alexander, a friend of 
Anthony, in order to obtain his pardon ; but Au- 
guftus, having bound himfelf by folemn vow not to 
fparehim, hisrequeft could not be granted. 

The Jews who, on Herod's departure, had given 
him up for loft, were now fo aftonifhed at his re- 
turn with a greater degree of reputation and fplen- 
dour than that with which he had left them, that 
they looked uponhim as a perfon under the peculiar 
care of Providence, which turned to his advantage 



THE fatisfa&io'ri which Herod felt, in confe- 
quence of his very great fiiccefs in his late ex- 
pedition, was greatly eclipfed by the difturbances 
he found among bis own family on his airrival at Je- Marianne 
rufalem. Manamne, his wife, as well as his mo- l^^bw 
ther-in-law, had been very unhappy on account of^g^ lto 
the fituation in which he left them at his departure, "° * 
confidering themfelves rather as prifoners, in the 
caftle of Alcxandrion, than asbeing lodged there for 
the fecurity of their perfons. His wife was ftrqng- 
ly pofTefled with an opinion, that, in the whole of 
his profeflions of regard to her, he had no farther 
view than the consulting of his own convenience. 
But the circumftance fhe held mod heinous, was 
her hufband's refolution not to fuffer her to furvivc 
him in cafe of hisdeath. Being apprehenfive that he 
might have left orders for the execution of his fan- sotiemus " 
guinary purpofe both with Jofeph and Soihemus, ^ c ^ vc " 
fhe tried various means to difcover if her fufpicioris upon Ma-* 
were juftly founded. For fome time Sohemus re- [|* c mnVs 
mained true to his truft ; but on Mariamne's treat- 1 
ing him with great complaifance, and prefenting 
him with feveral very valuable articles, he began to 
recede bydegrees,and at length difcovered the whole 
fecret with which Herod had entrufted him. Ma- 
riamne was fo fhocked with thefe conditional orders 
which Herod had repeatedly given refpedting her, 
that fhe conceived the greateft antipathy againft 
him; and fuch was the horror and dread of her mind, 
at the thought of living with a man who could har- 
bour fuch a defign, that file made it the fubjeft of 
her daily prayer that he might never return to her 
alive ; and, at a future period, when fhe had it not 
in her power to conceal her fentiments any longer, 
flie acknowledged this circumftance in the moft 
open and explicit manner. 

As foon as Herod returned from Casfar, he imme- 
diately repaired to Mariamne, and delivered to her 
the happy tidings of his fuccefs, at the fame time 
embracing her with an apparent tendernefs of affec- 
tion. But while he was relating the circumftances 
of events which he thought would afford her the 
higheft fatisfa&ion, fhe looked about her with an 
air of the greateft indifference, without paying the 
leaft attention to what he faid. She was, in fadt, 



only into difgrace and danger 



n - r . n I „ „_ 1 ^ <ii ufL* II entirely unreferved in her neglect : and being a wo-S het f e *" 

all thole circumftances that appeared to lead mm I £ ric . -*.t A *r Herodwuh 

rr 11 man who prided herfelf in acting without difguife, th«coidcft 

took no pains to affiime a look foreign from her 

heart, but gave Herod the .opportunity of reading 



Entmaini When Casfar was upon his return from Egypt, 
Cafe Herod went out to meet him at Ptolemais, where 
^Tp^he treated him with moft fuperb magnificence, and 

amply fupplied his whole army with necefTaries. 
Upon this occafion Caefar gave him every token of 
friendfhip and familiarity, infomuch, that they or- 
dinarily rode out together while their troops were 
muftering. Having a train of 150 attendants, 
richly habited, and perfedtty inftrudted in the du- 
ties of their office, Herod appointed them to wait 
on Cscfar and his friends in their paflage, and take 
care that neither himfelf, or his army, fhould 
want either wine or water, over the dry and barren 
defert, which gained him great reputation amongft 
the foldiers. Befidcs, heprefentediCasfar with five 
hundred talents ; and gave fo univerfal a fatisfac- 
tion that they held him in the higheft veneration. 
Having thus improved a fignal opportunity of de- 
spot mon ftrating his generofity to divers Romans, of 
p^my the firft rank, in their pafTage out of Egypt, he ac- 
S,? 6 quired the chara&er of one of the moft illuftrious 

princes upgn earth. 



in her countenance, that his good news and endear- 
ments gave her more pain than pleafure . 

This apparent averiion in Mariamne tortured the 
ind of Herod, who, partly through the indigna- 
tion he felt at finding his love rejected, and partly 
through his confufiori from the tranfports of his 
. was for a time almoft diftradted. He faw no 




means of gratifying his love without offering vio- 
lence to his refentment, and at the fame time dread- 
ed giving fcope to his vengeance more than the 
oppofite extreme ; for he felt a principle of felf-love 
in his breaft, which told him, that, fhould he 
take vengeance on his wife, the moft unhappy con- Heroa is 
fequences would arife to himfelf, when future ex- much agi- 
perience fhould convince him, that life was not to hereby. 
be fupported without the endearments of her con- 
verfation. - 



CHAP. XL 



DiflraSted ft ate of Herod's family. 

Herod caufes Sohemus to be put to death. 

Death and 



Deaths 'of Anthony 

and Cleopatra/ 

Pnftllanhnity an&hypocrify of Alexandra . 
No. ai 



The reftlefs anxiety of Herod's mind leaving him 
in doubt how he fhould conduit himfelf with regard 
to Mariamne, his mother and fifter thought this a 
fit opportunity of increafing the difference between 
them, by doing all kinds of ill-offices, and propaga- 
ting every fpecies of calumny, that might tend to 
promote that hatred which had already taken pbf- 
feffion of the breaft of Herod. In confequenci of 
this, Herod became daily more and 'more difcon- 
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tented in bis mind* and behaved with a greater de- 
gree of fevcrity, to bis .wife. On the contrary, 
Mariamne took not the leaft pain* to difgttife the 
difcontcnt which rankled in her heart; fo that the 
exceffi vcjrcgard that Herod entertained for her, was, 

bffiw tt ih ^ degrees, converted to the tumoft rancour and 
own- 1 c hatred ; and it is probable fh#wight have fallen an 
km of immediate facrifice to his rcfentnicnt, had he not, 
8yp ' juft at this jun&ure, received intelligence of the 

deaths of Anthony and Cleopatra, and that Egypt 
was then in the poflelfion of Ca:far. Upon this in- 
formation Herod haftened away to Auguftus, leav- 
ing his family in the greateft diforder, and once 
more committing Mariamne to the care of Sohe- 
mus, with acknowledgments for his care and 
fidelity, and the grant of a command in Judaea, as 
a gratification. 

When Herod arrived in EffVPt* he was received, 



they urged t that a' re 





I happen amon 



people, if the queenT^ffte wan Iparcd, Herou wai 



dfly_ 

cordingly appointed for the tragical ifcenc. 
As foon as Alexandra found to what extremity the* 

Srocecdings againft her daughter had been carried,* 
ic had every rcafon to apprehend that her own life* 
was in danger. In order, therefore, to avoid the» 
dreadful confequence, fhe defcended to a conduct 
that was altogether derogatory to the dignity of her • 
chara<fter. Her fears, at this jun&ure, induced her,*^ 
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that The fought every opportunity of traducing her, 
reprefenting her as the moft bafe and ungrateful 
of women, and extolling thejufticc of that fentence 
which had doomed her to death for confpiring the 
deftru&ion of a hufband, to whofe tenclernefs (he 

— ^ m — ~ ^ » ^ ■ 
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by Caefar, with the greateft kindnefs and refpecl ; lay under fuch unbounded obligations. 



other. 



and having, on his return, accompanied him to 
Antioch, he fo far ingratiated himfelf with the era* 
perpr, that he put him inpofTeffion of that part of 

Mtfond t * le countr Y which Anthony had beftowed on Cleo- 
ivoanon patra, with the additional government of Gadara, 
erod. Hippen, and Samaria ; towards the fea of Gaza, 

Anthedon, Joppa, and the Tower of Straton ; 
which was no fmall acceffion to his royal ftate. 

But profperous as Herod was in his affairs abroad, 
on his return, he found nothing but trouble and 
ariamne vexation at home, Mariamne ftill retained her re- 

etod tor fentment for the cruel commiffion given to Sohe- 
w murder mus . f Q t i iat w hen Herod offered her his carefles, 

randfo. fhe not only rejedred them with the utmoft averfion, 
icr and but reproached him, in the bitter eft terms, with the 

deaths of her relations, which enraged Herod to 
fuch a degree, that he could hardly forbear laying 
violent hands on her. This fit of rage, Salome, 
the fitter of Herod, and moft implacable enemy of 
Mariamne, took the advantage of, and fent in the 
king's cup-bearer, whom fhe had before fuborncd 
for that purpofe, to accufe the queen of having 
tempted him to give him poifon, under pretence of 
adminifteringalove potion. Herod had heretofore 
met with fufneient caufe of vexation, but the afto- 
nifhment with which he was ftruck at this informa- 
tion, drove him to the very verge of diftra&ion ; fo 
that he ordered immediately the putting a particular 
confidant of Mariamne to the torture, taking it for 
granted flie would do nothing that was material with- 
out his privity. Obedience was paid to this order; 
but nothing could be extorted from him, till, in the 
laft extremity of his anguifli, he dropped fome words, 
intimating, that the uneafinefs of Mariamne arofe 
from fomething that had been cummunicated to her 
by Sohemus. The fufferer had hardly pronounced 
thefe words, when Herod burft out into the moft 
paffionate exclamation, declaring, that c< Sohemus, 
" who had hitherto been fo loyal a fubject, and 
" approved himfelf fo true a friend to his king and 

it to CC countr y5 never could have betrayed a fecret of fo 
hbv " important a nature as that with which he had 
t°oi " been entrufted, but in the confidence of illegal 
)d. " formalities with Mariamne." He therefore gave 
immediate orders that Sohemus (hould be put to 
death ; having done which, he directed that his 
wife fhould be fummonedto take her trial before a 
court of juftice, and appointed for her judges, a 
number of perfons devoted to his will. 

When the day of her trial arrived, the charge ex- 
hibited again ft her was, having confpired to poifon 
the king. Herod was more violent againft her, 
l ™^ d bothby his words and actions, than was confiftent 
ith! with the conduct of any man in a court of juftice : 
and thejudges, obfervingthe difpofition of the king, 
• followed his example; and Mariamne was pro- 
nounced guilty of the.charge exhibited againft her. 
Herod, however, as if he relented of his conduft, 
obferved, that it would be more prudent to fpare 
'her life, and detain her in prifon, than put her to 
death ; which propofition was approved of, not only 
by the judges, but the greateft part of the aflembly . 
It was at length over-ruled by Solome and her ad- 
herents, who were violent in their exclamations 



Alexandra carried this hypocritical behaviour to 
filch adegree, that ftiebecameuniverfally delpifed, 
as one who could condefcend to infult her daughter 
during the extremity of her misfortunes. But Ma-' 
riamne, even white flie was conducting to the place * 
of execution, pafled by all her mother's unnatural 
behaviour, though her, countenance teftified the 
fenfe (he entertained of the ftiameful part her mo- 
ther had a&ed. In fhort, flie maintained herfpirits ^ : ;j f 
with the greateft degree of firmneft and conftancy, 
not exhibiting, even by the change of her coming 
plexion, that fhe was in the leaft terrified at the ;SJ3 
thought of approaching death. In a word, (he died 1<fc ^ 
in the fame manner (he lived, a patron of courage,* 
difdainingfear, and proving herfelf capable of fuf-; 
taining the moft fevere trials. 4 "\ 
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Mariamne was a woman who would havebfeen fu~f**"*** 
periorto all her fex, but that flie had too great 
mixture of pride and paflion in her difpofition. 
Her beauty was fo great, the graces of her perfon &: . 
extraordinary, and the charms.of her converfatiba 
fo fingular, as not fimply to render her ftiperiortc?; . 
all other women* but fo much fo, as not to admit 
of any degree of comparifon. Now thefe fupe» 
eminent gifts and qualifications tended, in a great i 
degree, to the advancement of her misfortunes,, by 
occafioning the unhappy life (he led with her hut .'*-- 
band. He was enamoured of her beyond all defcrip- . 
tion : he neither oppofed her will, or denied her any/* 
thing, but permitted her to do what fhe pleafed,' 
and indulged her in every gratification flie chofe. 
This, perhaps, might give rife to thofe frequent 
and inconfiderate reproaches which (he caft upon 
Herod, without refle&ing that (lie was thereby de- 
ftroying her own happinefs ; for, by this kind of 
conduft, fhe rendered herfelf obnoxious to the mo- 
ther and lifter of her hufband, and finally to him- 
felf, whofe affection fhe conceived to be fo exceffivej 
that it could not, by any circumftance whateyer a 
be alienated, more efpecially to fuch a degree as 
to affed. her life. 



After the death of Mariamne, the paflion which 
Herod had entertained for her in her life-time, dif- Herbifc 
played itfelf with redoubled violence. . When He 
came to reflecl:upon thefentence which he had or- d«airf; 
dered to be carried into execution, he broke out 
into the ftrangeft and moft unmanly exclamations^ : 
frequently repeating the name of Mariamne, and , 
faying, that her blood cried aloud for vengeance. 
The agonies of his mind increafed to fuch a degree^ 
that he fought to diveft his melancholy by feafting, 
company, and a variety of entertainrhents. But all 
thefe endeavours proved fruitlefs, and, inftead of 
finding any relief, he grew delirious, talked in a 
ravjng manner, and, while the fits of phrenzy were - 
on him, would frequently call for Mariamne, and 
diredl that flie fhould be brought before him- 

■ . • 

While Herod was in this diftrafted ftate, a nioft^Ap*^ 
dreadful plague broke out in Jerufalcm, which j^ai* 
raged with fuch prodigious violence, that people of 
all ranks and degrees fell facrifices to its rigour, and 
many thoufands were taken off in a very fliort fpace 
of time. This dreadful calamity was univerfally - 
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A^wtodf&Hf^etreh, and hatTit given dttttJia 
he £on? «o fake the* esercife of hunting, ffe 
fore, however, he had been long in ttt^retteat, ft. 
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iorii of ? Berpd being ma4e 
known to Alexandra/^ 

after ^ refleding- on; jEbe circumft^ncci. fhc/ began to 
confider whether/pi iiot it might fcepoffible for her 
t;o obtain: polteffipn of tte ftrorig;fortrielTe& in the 
vicinity, of the capital. She was particularly dc* 
firous of becQiiiirig/miftrcfs of twQ above the TcfLj 
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r & Salome 



one of which wasfiftua ted m the;Qity v andthe othd? 
clofe adjoining to; >he teropile J bewg aflbred that 
Aiwanto thft neoole rtiuft bei '.altaectfti^ ajt .the mercy of the 
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the Jews are fo attached to , their rilfc 



■SB" party who^Jhould 

femo towers: . JFor _ 

her hands. glOfa, that they will on no con6deration dilpenfe 

with their daily &cr$ce& ; andzit wuft have been at 
the option, of whoever: comxnaended fchcfb turrets, 
whether they fb.o^l^ ^ have yjfayt facrificcs or^ not* 
Alexandra, therefqrejputfoantrtfther defign, made 
application to the governors, of -theft rclpefiive 
forts in words to this ejffedk ? $} tnced ndc inform you 
"of the very deplorable.ftate ofTthe king's health ; 
v wherefore I intreat you that, the two. fortrefle* 
<c may be given up to tiie pofleffiOtt of the mother 
u of the iing Vwifef.and the children of Herod and 
« Marianu^ left^in cafe of his death, a different 
" family fhould lucceeil tto the^throue tjmjk even 

<c if theking-&duldVc^v«^tKe-haudi- 
u »a are thofeUn which she government 
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Some time after : si diftjtreement prevailed betWrkf 
aftObarni and Salome^ who, in^onfequen 

igrii'tft to the Cttllom of the ^coiini ry^and a manifell 
legal jiffh t to, difcbarge the woman, and exclude 

Utle't6 tnatry again without his^cqn- 

iV ho w<* ^er;> was th e 3 wcr^ of Salonie^ 

that (he was fuffered W follow ri6t thi law of her 
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country, but the Jawf'oraer authority, alledgihg, 

that Ihe loved her broker ^nd ^ loVci-d^ xrior<^4% 

than file did h*t hitifai& t Wifli whisu fee parteif,^^^ 

+ t- :. ■ :^.\ 1 <^j^>, \ *: *-• a*. -1+ * him with 




confpiracy againit liim. As an evidence or wnatfoe» 

fhe . advapce^ (he cited an inila 

to the fons of Babas, whom ije^adnow kiept twelve 





moft fafety be trnfted 



T a 



rpf whom was named Achiab, 
) partly ftom a fenfe of . their 
l an enmltv to Alexandra; rei 



arguments 



For which 



king's life, for - whom, during many ^eirsy they had 

entertained the moll perfedt fxiendfirip andloyalty i 

ed, than Achiab 
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Nofbonerwas thl^vw^tione 
repaired to his uncle, and jjave hint 
count of the propofal made by Alexandra. Hexbd^ 
who was by this time i much recovered from ^^his ilt 
nefs, was enraged to the higheft degree, and, with- 
out admitting Alpxanrfra into: his. nrefence 




impreflid Wttt^iUt extraordinary ma f _ 

ipo^ecrarirdtud^^ 
5ff as known enemies to his intereft, but incidents 
ocenred that divert edhim from his purppfc. Th^ 
antipathy arofe from the following ca 

_ When Herod waff before Jerufalem, in the 

tellingher, it would ill II of Antigone s, the befieged were fo diftrcfled b 
" " " — ' " iniferies of famine, and^tbe toils of ^ei fiege, 

the greater part wcrefor opening the gates, an 
ting Herod into the town. The fons of Babas, who 
were dignified by birth, and had acquired grcarpo- 
pularijy, as friends, to Antigonus, contended fpr 
p er Cc v cring taa & on the defenfive, and maintaining 
the government in the royal line^- llpon the taking 
of the city^ Hero4 gs*?e charge to Coftpbarus .to 
keep ftriA watch, upon the avenuesi of the: city, 

^ inimical to bis intereft to 
fible of the efteem in which 
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orders tliat (he Souldbe'put to death. 1 
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with the greateft difficulty, produced a ver^ftr _ 
and Angular effect both in his body arid tnmd, par- 
ticularly the latter. His difpofition was totally a|r 
tered ; and he became fo extravagantly cruel and fe- 
wroaoc roc ^ ous ^ l ^at the leaft trifle ruffled his temper, in- 

f tenses bar- 

cited him to a&s of the greatcft barbarity, and 

fecJi eittler friends or foes were equally the objedts ofhia 

vengeance. For inftance, Coftobarus, Lyfima- 
chus, Antipater, otherwife called Gadia, and Do- 
fitheus, we^e taken off upon various pretexts. 

Coftobai^ was an Tdnma»an by birth, a man of 
the firft rank, and defcended from a family whofe 
anceftors had formerly officiated as prieftsof Coze, 
a deity they held m great veneration, till, in the days 
of Hyrcanus, they embraced the . religion of the 

Jews. Herod no jfooner obtained the governmei: 

No, at\ 



they were held brjj^he multitude, and fuppofingthat 
their prefer vat^orfmight conduce to hU intereft, in 
cafe of a change in the adminift ration of affairs, 
caufed them to be fecretly conveyed to a place of 
fafety. Herod fufpe<fted the matter at the inft ant, 
and put him to the queftion ; but the other aflured 
him, upon oath, that he knew, not what was become 
of them. • A proclamation was then publifhed, and 
J other mean* folio wed, to detcA the offence the king 
had received in the drfobedienee of his orders, but 
without any effe<5t ; for, after the firft denial* there! 
was, no retracing, but at the moft Imminent dan* 

gcr of life. . ' 

— ^ ^ - w hole plan was laid open by Sa- ^^3" 

g dVdered Ae fmott dilir 
gent learcn to oemaoeror the principaland aecom-- are ajjq ai i 
flii^yhey M^*i^and all 9«t ^o pkces 5 fo^f 
that We whole racj^l Hyrcanns wa* extirpated. 
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Herod had no fooner eftahlidied an abfolute 
j/owcr, tli^tti he gradually departed from the ancient 
confli tutidfi and laws of his country, by the intro- 
duction of foreign inventions and innovations* He 
appointed games to be celebrated, every fifth year, 
in honour df Aguftds, and, for that purpofe, erec- 
ted a theatre in Jcrufalem- He alfo built a ftatelv 
amphitheatrewithoutthe waHsofthe rity; and there 
fabrics were wonderfully magnificient,and attended 

with an enormous expence. But thefe edifices were 
oppofite to the Jewifh laws and cuftoms, which gave 
no fandtion to the exhibition of games and public 
fpe&acles. To add to the magnificence and extent 
of thefe entertainments, Herod caufed them to be 
proclaimed far and near, with large promifesof re- 
ward to fuch as fhould excel in the different perfor- 
mances. By thefe meanshe brought in competitors, 
in the various kinds of exercife, from all quarters, 
• andthegreateftadeptsinthefeveralprofcflionsjnot 
only wreftlers, but muficians, vocal and inftrumen- 
tal, horfe racers, charioteers, &c. In fine, it was his 
peculiar care that nothing mightbe wanting to con- 
tribute to the pleafure, ornament, and curiofity of 
the main defign. He imitated whatever was fuperb 

Heroi« anc * ^ um P tuous ™ other nations, from an ambition 
hi bits mag- of giving public demonftration of his grandeur- In- 
fpcaScs ^ criptions of the great actions of Casfar, and trophies 
tothepeo- of thofe nations he had conquered, made of the pu- 
pie * reft gold and filver, encompaffed the theatre itfelf. 

To.diverfify the entertainment, he provided lions, 
tigers, and fuch other wild beads as were extraordi- 
nary either for ferocity, vigour, agility, or any qua- 
lity of a Angular nature. Some of thefe beafts of 
prey were turned loo fe upon each other, while others 
were fele&ed to encounter condemned criminals. 

Foreigners were greatly furprifed and delighted 
with thefe fpe<£acles ; but to real Jews, they ap- 
peared no other than gewgaws, , introduced to. the 
difloliition of thofe ancient cuftoms they held in the 
higheft veneration : for what can be more horrid 
than to take pleafure in the brutal pra<$tice of facri- 
ficing men to beafts, and fpilling human blood in 
fportandderifion ? Befides,they deemed it the mod 
egregious folly, as well as impiety, to change good 
old cuftoms for friyilous new ones. But, above all, 
the Jews were moft difgufted with the trophies, 
which they imagined to be images of men covered 
with armour, and confequently totally repugnant 
to the inftitutions of their country. They difcover- 
ed their a verfion to thefe trophies in fuch animated 
terms, that Herod chofe rather to overcome their 
prejudices by mild than rigorous means ; but all 
the allurements he could throw out had noeffedt j 
for they unanimoufly exclaimed againft the iniquity 
of his proceeding, declaring they could fubmit to 
&ny t.hing except the introduction of images (mean- 
ing the trophies) into the city, which was abfolute- 
ly contradictory to the laws of their country. 

i 

Herod, finding their difguft prevail more and 
more, and that they were not to be pacified, either 
by the force of authority or perfuafion, took fome 
of eminent rank to the theatre, (hewed them the 
trophies,afked their opinion of them, and what they 
took them to be. Upon their exclaiming they were 
the images of men, Herod ga*e orders that they 
fhould be (tripped of the outward ornaments, and ex- 
pofed as naked flumps of wood, which turned their 
fufpicion into ridicule, becaufe they had ever be- 
fore held the ornaments of images in contempt and 
derifion. 

^ Though herod, by thefe means, amufed the mul- 
titude, and allayed the vehemence of their indigna- 
tion, there were many who perfiftedin their abhor- 
rence of the introducftionof foreign xuftoms,efteem- 
inga violation of the laws of their country as like- 
ly to be the origin of very great mifchief . For this 
caufe they held it their duty, at the hazard of their 
lives, to afTert thefe laws againft the infringements 
of Herod, who, under the fandtion of royal autho- 
ren chu Tlt }[j would a<5t the part of an enemy, in thus im- 
wrw coa- poilng on their confeiences and liberties. 

s*n i c- ^ T j je p eQ pj e werc at Jengti, f 0 i n fl am€ d w ith this 

innovation, that ten citizens entered into aconfpi- 
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racy again ft the perfon of tfcte k 
all danger that might attend* the cti 



ing preconcerted the matter,* th^y 
gcrs, under their garments, ready fotf 
of their rcfolvc. 
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_ fKecution 
They then went, fey common con- 

fent, to the theatre, with full rcfolution to (lab the 
king j and, in cafe of difappojntment, with refpe& 
to himfelf, of making fuch havock amongft his at- 
tendants, that their example would render him odi- 
ous ;£*nd that tliis inftance of their bravery, in the 
vindication of their religion anjl difcipline, would 
be an incitement to others to follow their ft eps.. 

As Herod was juft entering the theatre, one of 




his fpies, who had found out the whole affair, dif- f ] 
covered it to him ; whereupon, being confeious to 
himfelf of the odium he lay under, he retired to 
his palace, and fent for the cqnfpirators every man 
by name. .Being now, as it were, furprifed in the 
faft, and bereft of any propable means of efcaping, 
they fuftained the fliock with undaunted refolution, ? m 
confeffrngandjuftifying the charge exhibitedagainft jj^wrf 
them, at the fame time that they produced the very 1^2£ 
daggers with which they were to have done the exe- 5 
cution, alledging, cc that they were not engaged in. 
any criminal combination to gratify any pa (lion or 
intereft, but in a folcmn league, for the common 
good, and the defence of theirlaws, which the Jevvs, 
in general, were bound to maintain with their lives/' 
After this frank and fpirited declaration, they were fa? « 
led away to execution by the king's guards, ahd££t£ 
underwent, with refignation, all the exquifite tor- 
ments that were inflifted on them, till death came 

- • 

to their relief. Nor was it long before the fpy, who 
had difcovered them, was feized on by fome of the 
people, from the deteftation in which they held him, 
by whom he was not only (lain, but pulled to pieces 
limb from limb, and thrown to the dogs, and that tLiaSL 
in the prefence of numerous fpedtators. Yet not"* 1, 
one man concerned in this matter was detected for 
a confiderable time, till, upon Herod's making 
ftri& fearch for them, and threatening the fevereft 
tortures, certain women confeifed what they had 
feen done, upon which the authors, agents, and 
their whole families, were deftroyed for this raft 
attempt. The multitude, however, flood firfrrifT 
the vindication of their laws and cuftoms ; fo that' 
Herod apprehenfive of the danger of this mutinous 
difpofition, determined to take effectual means, in 
due time, for the prevention of a revolt. 

Having, therefore, two forts in the city, the one 
at his palace, and the other (Antonia) which fenr-jjg^ 
ed for a guard to the temple, he fortified Samaria ftif.' 
(otherwife called Sebafte) for a third, which ferved 
to keep the whole country in obedience. It was 
about a day's journey from Jcrufalem, and com- 
modioufly fituated for quelling broils in the city. 
There was alfo another flrong hold that lay oppor- 
tune for this purpofe, formerly known by the parae 
of Straton's Tower, but by Herod, called Casfarea. 
He built a caftle alfo in the great plain, round about, 
which he placed a feleftbody of horfe. Thefe for- 
tifications were fo advantageoufly fituated up and 
down the country, that it was impolfible for the 
people to enter into any plot or practice againft the. 
ftate, as they were ready, upon any occafion, either 
to obviate fedition or crufh it. He made it his firft. 
bufinefs to fettle affairs in Samaria, as a place natu- 
rally ftrong and fit for his purpofe. To this end he 
drew a great body of troops into the city, both fo- 
reign and domeftic, partly for the fecurity of the- " 
temple which he propofed to build there, and partly 
for the reputation of the work, but principally for 
his ownfafety, which, under the pretext of magni- 
ficence, was abundantly provided for. He changed 
the name of the town of Samaria to that of Sebafte, 
and divided it amongft the inhabitants of the coun- 
try about it, by which means, the lands being fruit- 
ful about it, they foon became rich and eafy. He ..J!-. 
furrounded the citv with a ftrong wall,ag.ci enlarged 
it in fuch a proportion, as to render it not inferior 
to the moft famous cities. It was five and twenty, 
furlongs in circumference, and a furlong and an 
half in the middle, which he referved for a tem- 
ple, and accordingly erected one, that, for fee 
and magnificence, was not inferior to anv fabric 
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whatever, „ In a word, he made fucli daily improve- 
ments in the city, as not only conduced to Jus own 
pcrfonal fecurtty, bat transmitted to poftcrity mo- 
numents of the glory of his reign, 



am, 



CHAP. XII. 



Dreadful calamities in Judea. Prudence 
procuring praviftons for the inhabitants. 
acajlle 7 cities^ and temples. 



of Herod in 

He builds 



IN the thirteenth year of the reign of Herod, very 
great calamities fell upon Judaea, ; whether from 
ftSwftT t he effe&s of Divine vengeance, or, according to 
SSdSya natural caufes, we (hall not undertake to determine . 
pcftUence. rpj ie fi r ft inftance of diftrcfs was a long continued 

drought, which rendered the foil fo barren, as to- 
tally to obftruA vegetation. The want of food, as 
well as unavoidable change of diet, through a 
dearth of corn, brought on innumerable difeafes, 
which terminated in a peftilcnce j and, to aggravate 
fb dire a calamity, the fick were almoft abandoned, 
and left without remedy, or any means of confola- 
tion. So univerfal was the mortality, that each in- 
dividual was in hourly expe&ation of diflblution. 
Thelaft year's ftores being upended, andno hopes 
of fupply remaining, the cafe was defperate ; and 
pining want ftared them in the face, and fcemedto 
threaten a total extirpation of their race. The mi- 
feries of the firft year foil owed them in the fecond, 



When he had competently provided for his own 
people, lie took u rider conflagration the tiece/Htics 
of his neighbours, and fttrnifhed the Syrians with a jjy^J 
quantity of grain-fec4 foi: the fcnfujrig ieafpn. This the sp 
adl of benevolence turned greatly to his own f ddvanr 
tage ; for the fupply of feed arriving at the critical 
time of fowing^yieWed fo prodigiou3 an.increafe of 
the following crop, jhat. lie fenfc 50,0,00 u»en,.whbi» 
he had preferved.fromfauiirie,; to fcXp them in with 
their harveft. By this meaitf h$ sepMrcd t^.afflid- 
ed ft ate of his d\Vn country,. 4nd'affprded affiftance 

to his neighbours, whQjtaboured undci; tHe ; fame 
calamities : for none applied to him in vain, whether 
ftrangers, foldiers, citi^ena^ rich, or poos ; ; info- 
much that it appeared, upon a computation* th^t 
the number of cori of wheat, of fccp attic mediipnii 
each, which were diftribute.d ajnongft foreigner 
ounted to 1 0,000 * % and the. number diffrtouteci 
in his own kingdom, to above fourfcorethoufend. 

This feafonable and effeftual intefrpofiiioii of the Acquire* 
king had fo pre vailing an influence upon the jews, f a n ^ v c erfa * 
as entirely to wipe off' that ftigma he had affixed to 
his chara&er, by encroachments, on their laws and 
diftnpline, having in their eftimatipn, anjply atrfned 
for his former mifcondu A. Nor was his character 
lefs refpedtable abroad than at home,fince, from his ^ 
companionate regard and humanity towards ftran- 
ers, they formed a judgment of his principles, that 
id him the higheft honour, as it was the total re- 




as what feed they had fo wn perifhed from the fame verfe of what had held before 



caufe as the former, an extremity almoftprodu&ive 
of the madnefs of defpair. 

Nor was the king by any means free from general 
diftrefs : his revenue, large as it might have been, 
was not at this time adequate to his maintenance, 
his tributes being funk, and his funded ftock ex- 
pended on buildings and fortifications. As an ag- 
gravation of his private diftrefs,abftradied fromthe 
pupular calamity, he was fubjecSfc to calumny, as 
having, in many inftances of his late conduct, been 



judgments 



have caufed the infli&ion of filch 



About this time he feut Auguftus 500 ch.ofen 
men out of his own guards^ as auxiliaries, which 
ferved under Elius Gullus, in the Arabian war, 
with much honour. The ftate of Juda»a, being 
now compofed, and affairs in a flourishing condi- 
tion, Herod took into contemplation the ercfting Hcrod ? 
a luperb and extenfive palace in the upper part of build** 
Jerufalem, with appartments elegantly fitted up,for ^f 0 ^^ 
the reception of numerous affemblies, and decora- mv 

ted with ornaments of Igold and marble* of exqui- 
fite workmanftiip, and inferibed to the feveral grea<t 
perfonages to whom he wifhed to pay honour, fuch 
as Casfar, Agrippa, &c. 



X ? ^P Ior able Situation Herod deliberated whilc he waa intent ^ thu undertaking, he be- 1$ 



Hcrodde- with himfelf on the means of procuring fome relief, 
tuSl w kich, at firft, appeared a matter of infurmount- 
fuppTyo? able difficulty. His neighbours were in the fame 
ptonOom. condition with himfelf, lo that no fupply could be 

expe £ed from them : nay, could they even have 
furniftied him, his finances were fo reduced, that he 
had it not in his power to defray the expence. 

Determining, however, to perfevere in his endea- 
vours to aflfift his people in the very extremity of 
their deCpair, as thelaft and only refource, he melt- 
ed down all his plate, both filver and gold, ufeful 
and ornamental, reduced the whole mafs into one 
aggregate fum, and fent it away into Egypt, where 
Petronius,at that time governed under a commiflion 
from Ccefar. Petronius had been harrafled by peo- 
ple from different quarters, who, urged by the moft 
preffing neceffity, hadmoftimportunately folicited 
his aid and alfiftance ; but,from a particular regard 
to Herod, and an anxiety for the prefervation of his 
people, lie gave him, in preference to all others, a 

.Sofcom g rant for the exportation of corn ; and gave him 
pcnoQiat, allpoffible alfiftance, both in the purchafe and con- 
$Egn£ veyance. By procuring this very feafonable relief, 

he not only obviated the ill opinion the people had 

Kefo enterta ^ ned °f hinii but enhanced himfelf in their 
with the efteem, as a prince of confummate wifdom, gene- 
* rofity, and humanity. 

His firft care, on the receipt of this fuccour, was 

to make an equal and impartial diftributton of it, 

in proportion to the number and condition of thofe 

who were to reap the benefit of it. Thofe who, by 

reafon of age, or any infirmity, could neither fetch 

their corn, or prepare it for food, were fupplied 

with fuch as was ready for immediate ufe. He alfo 

took care that they (hould be provided amply, not 

only with food, but alfo raiment, to fecure them 

from the inclemency of the feafon ; as they had 

beenasdeftitute of wool for cloathing, as of corn 
for food. 

No. at. 
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came difpofed to take another wife, from the fol- 
lowing occafion. There was one Simon, a citizen 
of Jerufalem, the fon of Boetbus, an Alexandrian, 
and a prince of great eminence in hi* country. This 
Simon had a daughter of fuch exquifite beauty as 
to acquire an univerfal fame. Herod, uponthefight 
of her, became enamoured ; but, determined to 
make no tyrannical ufe of his authority, made pro- 
pofal of an honourable marriage It was, indeed, 
an alliance beneath his dignity, though, in his opi- 
nion, too eftimablc to be reje&ed. To balance, from the 

therefore, the inequality in ibme degree, by aug- l^nec** 
menting the honour of the family, and therefore 
qualify him for the propofed alliance, he depofed S^rTiU. 
Jefus, the fon of Phabes,from the pontificate, con* 
ferred the dignity on Simon, and then married his 
daughter. 

When the nuptual ceremonies were fo\ejnnized, 
Herod ere&ed a ftatcly caftle upon the fpot where 
he formerly defeated the Jews in the war he ha.d Bunds th© 
with Antigonus. This cidatel is about fixty f« r ~ I-^e^ 
longs diftant from Jerufalem, and fo ftrong by na- dium. 
ture, as to be capable of being rendered impreg- 
nable. The hill rifes in a gradual afcent, as if arti^ 
ficial : the figure of it is round, and the caftle en* 
compafied with feveral towers, and aoo ftone fteps 
up to it. The apartments are (lately and magnifi- 
cent, and the whole ftruAure firm and elegant;. 
At the bottom of the mount arc feveral buildings 
worthy of afpe&,and particularly the famous aque*» 
du&s, which, with infinite labour and expence, 
were brought thither from a vaft diftance. The 
plain about the city is covered with edifices, ti? 
the proportion of a confiderable city, having tb$ 
hill above it, in the form of a caftle. 

. Herod having now fncceeded in his defigns ii) 
general, fuppofed himfelf totally free from future Sr^sdoa 
commotions and tumults, He kept his people hjL 
due lubje&ion, partly by awe and fear, and partly 

~ 3 
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through attachment and itvtcrcft } for lie was a 
princc'of moll Inflexible fevcrity in the ptimfhment 
of dclinqtfbnts, as lie was of molt itnliouiuletl libe- 
rality in promoting the public good* He maintain- 
ed fach a guard upon himfelf, and kept every thing 
in fucha pofttircof defence, as to rendcrit apparent 
that the prince and people mud ftand or fall to- 
gether. He deported himfelf with affability to all 
around him, and, upon all occafions, exhibited in- 
ftanccs of munificence worthy of an emperor. By 
thefe meanshe acquired a general efteem, that great- 
ly facilitated the accomplifhment of his defigns. 

Btft the ambitious affectation of conciliating the 
favour of Auguftus, and the molt powerful men of 
Rome, induced him tofwerve, by degrees, from the 
cuftoms, and difcipline of our forefathers, in the 
ere&ing of cities and temples to the honour of his 
patrons. This wasnot done in Judsea itfelf j for the 
Jews would not have fuffered it ; as we are forbid- 
den to pay any honour to images after the manner of 
the Greeks : fo that he built thefe cities only upon 
the borders of the province, and not within the ju- 
rifdiftionof it ; offering, as an apology, that he was 
not incited to thefe a<fts by his own inclination, 
but purely froma motive of obedience to the high- 
er powers, and particularly Casfar and the Roman 
ftate. Whatever defire he might have of fecuring 
the favour and prote&ion of thofe potentates of the 
earth, his- main view feems to have been directed 
to the promotion of his own intereft, and the grati- 
fication of his ambition, in perpetuating his name 
by thefe memorials of his magnificence and liberal- 
ity. 



CHAP. XIII 



Sends 



Herod erefts divers fpacious and elegant edifices. 

his fons Ariftobulus and Alexander to Rome^ where 
they are honoured by Auguftus Caefar, who, in divers 

. inftances^ difplays his bounty to Herod. 



■ 

HEROD, obferving a certain place near the fea- 
tmnds g*. fide, formerly called Straton's Tower, which 
larca. " he confidered as a very commodious fpot to raife a 

city upon, drew his model, employed artificers, and 
T completed his defign. The buildings were, in 
general, of marble ; but the mafter-piece was the 
harbour, equal in fize to the Pyrasum at Athens, 
replete with all conveniences, and a fecure ftation 

for (hipping againftall winds and weathers. The 

work was the more remarkable, becaufe all the 

materials were conveyed from a great diftance at an 
enormous expence. 

This city is fituate in Phcenecia, in the paffage, 
by fea, into Egypt, between Joppa and Dora, two 
miferable fea-ports, where veil els cannot ride at 
anchor with the wind at fouth-weft, as it beats fo 
furioufly upon the ihore, that merchant-men are 
frequently obliged to keep out at fea, left they 
fhould be run a ground. To re<5tify this inconve- 
nience) Herod ordered a mole to be made in the 
form of an half moon, and large enough for fhips 
of war to ride in. He directed alfo vaft ftones to 

be let down there in twenty fathom of water. Thefe 
ftones were fifty feet in length, notlefs than eigh- 
teen in breadth, and nine in depth ; fome greater, 
and fomelefs, than thofe dimenfions. 



odel of 
mole. 



This mole was two hundred feet in extent ; the 
half of which was oppofed to the current of the 
waves ; the other half fcrved for the foundation of 
a ftone wall, fortified with turrets, the largeft of 
-which was called Drufus, from Drufus, the fon-in- 
law of Auguftus Crefar, who died in infancy. There 
were feveral arched vaults, in which the mariners 
Tower dwelt occaiionally. There was likewife a quay or 
>rufiu. landing place, with a large walk upon it round the 
harbour, accommodated to thepurpofe of healthful 
exercife and recreation. The port opens to the 
northward, which is the cleareft quarter of the wind. 
On the left fide of the entrance there was a turret 
ere&ed upon a large platform, with a doping bank 
toflioot offthc warning of the fea ; and on the right 
hand were two ftone pillars oppofite to the tower, 

both of an height. The edifices about the harbour 
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were created upon an uniform plan, and compofed 
of the inoft excellent hind ot marble. Upon an 
elevation in the middle flood a temple dedicated to 
Ciefar, which was of great ufe to mariner* as a 
land-mark. There were in the temple two ftatuca 
or images, one of which was that of Ciefar, and 
hence the city took the name of Casfarca, which 
was no lefs celebrated for the materials than the 
workmanfhip* Nay, the fubtcrranean vaults and 
cellars were finifhed fpecimens of architecture, as 
well as the buildings above ground. They were 
laid at equal diftanccs one from the other, and fo c * £u *| 
difcharged themfelvcs into the fea. Herod built v /f| 
alfo a ftone theatre ; and, upon the fouth fide of 
the harbour, anamphitheatre, with acommanding 'k 
profpeA of the fea. This work was brought to 
perfedlion, at immenfe labour and expence, in the 
(pace of twelve years. 

* 

When Herod had finifhed his def a 
to the cities of Sabafte and Casfarea, he difpatched 
his two fons, Alexander and Ariftobulus, to Rome, 
to pay their refpe&s to Ccefar. Pallio, who was CcnLw 
Herod's particular friend, piovided them withac-" t *° & M 
commodation ; though Auguftus had given pofi- * otUi ' 
tive orders for their being entertained in his own 

fialace. He received them with the greateft cordial 
ity ; and, after the additional bounty of conferring 
upon Herod the three provinces of Trachon, Ba- 
tanea, and Auranitis, gave him his choice which of 
his fons he would appoint to fucceed him in the 
kingdom of Judaea. This particular favour arofe 
from the following <raufe. 

» 

One Zenodorus had taken upon him to farm the 
lands of Lyfanias, andnbt contenting himfelf witK. 
the lawful advantage of the agreement, became 
partner with the free-booters in Trachon, a fet of 
men who live upon the fpoil they take from the 
people of Damafcus. Thofe of the country who 
were great fuffcrers, applied themfelves to Varroj, 
who was at that time governor of the province, for 
a letter to Caefar, complaining againit Zenodorus. 
Csefar wasfo averfe to their mal-pra&ices, that, in 
his anfwer, he recommended them to deftroy thofe 
neftsof robbers, and commit the command of the 
province to Herod, to keep the Trachonites in order, 
for the future. It was very difficult to reftraiu* 
them, as they had been long accuftomed to this ; 
mode of pillaging; nor had they towns, houfes, or 
pofleflions, hut lived, like brutes, in dens and caves. 
The entrance into their hiding places was fo nar-r 
row, that no more than one perfon could pafs at a 
time ; but the receptacle was large beyond imagi- 
nation, and the roof plain and flat. They are, in • 
fine, a people of fo rapacious a difpofition, th&tij ' 
when they have not opportunity of preying upon* " 
their neighbours, they prey upon one another ; info- * 
much, that they are guided by no principle of jufticej 11 *' 
or common humanity. When Herod had received'*" 
this grant fromCasfar, and was come into the coun- 
try, he procured lkilful guides, put a ftop to tii&t'* 
lawlefs depredations, and fet the neighbours at refflf. '? 
Zenodorus was fo irritated at this procedihg, front*'* 
thelofs of his commiffion, on the one hand, and the v,: 
envy he bore Herod on the other for haviug 'fnjp^ 1 ** 
planted him, that he haftened to Rome to prefer an J> 
accufation againft him, but returned without ef- 
fecting his deiign. 
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During thefe tranfacftions Auguftus fent Agrippa 
into Afia, to take upon him the command of the pro- 
vinces beyond the Ionian Sea. Agrippa, being a par- z&o&ri i 
ticular friend of Heiod, he met him on his way af'gj^ 
Mitylene, and then returned to Judasa. However, aeeriMl 
fome of the Gadarenes came to Agrippa to accufe 
Herod, when they were not only difmifled without ? 
a hearing, but fent back to the kino- in chains. * V 

4 » 

Notwithftandingthe prevailingintereft of Herodj - 
the Arabians, from an ancient grudge, Attempted 11 • 



bc- 



to raife a fedition in his dominions, and upon an' 
cafion fpecioufly juftifiable. Zenodbrus^ finding 
his affairs grown defperate, agreed to confign pver*"-' 
to the Arabians a certain proportion of his principal 
lity, onconfideration of an annual payment of fifty ! 
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talent 1 *. Hut as tit i.i was uichiclcd in Curfar's grant 
to Herod i the Arabians corifefted the point, fomc- 
tniics1>yl*tW| r.nd Jomctimcs by force ; and, to ren- 
der the tatter mcain more coercive, they engaged 
a party offosdiers, of clcfpcratc fortunes, who were 
willing to exert thcmfclvcs in any caufc that might 
retrieve them. Herod was well apprized of the 
deJign, but deemed it expedient to counterad it 

rather by mild than rigorous mcafurcs, in order to 
•prevent Yreih commotions. 

In the feventccnth year of Herod's reign Csefar 
came into Syria, where be was immediately applied 
to by the greater part of the inhabitants of Gadara, 
with clamorous accufations, againft Herod, as a 
in oft infupportable tyrant and oppreflbr. They 
were inftigated to prefer thefe complaints by Zeno- 
dorus, who bad bound himfelf by oath never to 
quit the profecution of Herod, till he was difpo£- 
felled of his dominions, and they reverted to Cse- 
far. Thus inftigated by Zenodorus, they became 
more and more vehement in their exclamations, and 
especially becaufe thofe prifoners,that were deliver- 
ed up to Herod by Agrippa, continued unpuniflied. 
Indeed, lenity, towards the injuries of Arrangers was 
aftriking trait in Herod's character, however, inex- 
orable lie might have been towards the delinquents 
of his own fubjeds. The mifdemeanours with 
which he was charged were, rapine, oppreffion, the 
violation and demolition of temples, with others 

of a fimilar nature, 

rr it i ii , MM ^i* ~+~a ut.^r ir • • £L*n ^ il ^ as Manahem, a man of Angular piety and virtue, he^' 
Herod boldly prefented himfelf in mftification, who Wfl . „ r! ' . . A ^ * ;ff / T w e£, 



concerns, nrohibiilng fclcd aflcmblies, and fixing 
fpics in all places of rfefort, tb take into fuftoHy 
all who fliould difobcy thefe orders, 'Ami caiifc theni 
to be punifhed with the utmoft rigour. "Vhc vcr$ 
roads, ftrccts, and avenues, wfcre befit ; rirty,* fo ani 
xious was he for the deletion of any that might 
violate his injunctions in this particular, that, in the 
nifrht, he would mix himfelf, in difgiiife, with the 
ble, in order to learn how they ftood arfededl 
Thofe who could by no means be brought to kcqui- 
efce with his fcheme of government^ were prbfecu- 
ted with the greateftfe verity ; while fuch is were 
more moderate, were put to ait oath of allegiance, 
anddifmifled. By this means he brought the majori- 
ty, out of fear, to a compliance with him ; but thofe 
who had the refolution to contend the point, and, 
ftigmatize his condud, were taken off by fome de- 
vice or other. He endeavoured to itif pofe this oath 
upon Pallio, the Pharifee, and Sameas, together 
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'and was treated with every token of refped andho- 
nour by Ccefar, notwithstanding the clamours of 
the multitude ; infomuch that the Gadarenes, find- 
ing his powerful intereft with the emperor, and 
thence expecting that they would fall in to his hands, 
had recourfe to fuicide, by various means, topre- 
vent the inflidion of feverer torments ; and Csefar 
thence inferring they had condemned themfelves, 
acquitted Herod of every part of the accufatioa. 

Desthof A combination of events, at this time, feemed to 
ZcQoJom5 ' favour Herod, and particularly the death of his 

implacable enemy Zenodorus, by a violent dyfen- 
tery, at Antioch, in confequence of which he ob- 
tained, from Ccefar, a conliderable part of his do- 
mains between Galilee and Trachon, comprifing 
Ulatha, Panuim, and the adjacent country- He 
was alfo vefted with afovereign command over the 
governors of Syria, who where accordingly under 
his folc rule and direction. 

■ 

Herod was now advanced to fuch a pitch of good 
fortune, that whereas there were but two men that 
governed the vaft Roman empire, firft Casfar, and 
then Agrippa, who was his principal confident, 
Cazfar preferred no man to Herod belides Agrippa, 
nor did Agrippa any one to Herod belides Casfar. 
By virtue of this intereft, Herod obtained a te- 
trach'scommiflion, in Judaea, from Auguftus, for 
his brother Pheroras, upon whom he beftowed an 
annual income of an hundred talents out of his 
own proper revenue, to obviate the confequencesof 
any contingencies that might reduce him to a de- 
pendance on his children. After this, Herod wait- 
ed uponCrefar, till he fawhim embarked ; and, on 
his return, ereded, to his honour, a moft beautiful 
temple, of white marble, upon the domains of Ze- 
nodorus, near the cave they call Panias, which is 
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at the bottom of a mountain famous for being the the Divine Being have bee 



with their difciples j but though they peremptorily 
refufed it, he declined urging it by any h'arfh means, 
out of the regard he bore tot Pallio. The EfTenes 
were alfo exempted from this oath. Thefe\Eflenes 
were a fed: in fome relpeds refenibling the Pytha- 
goreans among the Greeks ; and though we have 
already defcribed the peculiar tenets theyiiold, it 
will be neceflary, on this occaflon, to point but the 
caufes for which they were paid fo diftinguifbed a 
regard by Herod. 

• * 

There was one amongft thefe EfTcnes whofe riamfc *>*d?aW 

- 6 - - - - of Man**' 

^ _ w r aa 

who was endowed with the gift of prophecy. This E&n< * 
perfbn meeting Herod in his puerile days, going t6 
fchool, greeted him with the falutation of " Hail ! 
u king of the Jews." Herod, either not .knowing 
him, or thinking him in jeft, told him he was not 
defcended from a family to attain fuch a dignity, 
Manahem, fmiling, and laying his hand gently on 
his fhoulder, repned, " You are to be king, and 
" you fhall rule happily ; for it is the Divine will 
" that it fhall be fo. Retain thefe words of Ma- 
" nahem in your memory, as they give you to un- 
u derftand the change of your fortune. It will be 
" your duty to govern with juftice and equity j but, 
(< bj^ a fecret impulfe, I learn that your conduct 
u will not be regulated by thofe excellent maxims ; 
u as, in divers inftances, you will fwerve front 
" them ; though, in other refpe&s, you will be for- 
cc tunate, and worthy of much commendation* 
" Remember your crimes cannot be concealed from 
" the pervading eye of the Almighty, who will 
" moft feverely punifli you for them/' 

Herod, at that time, was totally regardlels of 
what Manahem predided, having no reafonable 
view of fuch advancement. But when he afterwards 
came to the throne, and attained to the fiimmit of 
his glory, he fent for Manahem, and alked him how 
long he thought he fhould reign ? Manahem re- 
turning an indefinite anfwer, Herod put the quef- 
tion whether he thought he fliould reign ten years ? 
He replied, yes, and twenty, and thirty, but did 
not aflign the determinate limits of his reign. He- 
rod, refting fatisfied with what he had heard, dif- 
milled him in a friendly manner; and, from that 
time forwards, paid great honour to the fed of Ef- 
fenes. We have related this circumftance, ftrange 
as it may appear, as another proof of the many in- 
ftances in which the fecret purpofes and counfels of 

revealed to men of 



Jordan. The cavern, is very 
fteep, and thefprings of water init perpetually bub- 
bling. The mountain is famous for a delightful 
profped, but more efpecially fo for the magnificent 
temple of Auguftus Ccefar. 

The king took an opportunity, at this time, of in- 
gratiating himfelf with his people, by remitting a 
third part of their taxes, under pretence of com- 
uk'^Paffionating the diftrefies they had undergone du- 
bpitwQc r »igthe time of the late famine, but, in reality, to 
**** conciliate their good will. The innovations he had 

introduced, in violation of their laws and religion, 
gave univerfal difguft, and wergloudly complain- 
ed of • fo that, to preferve ordtfrSand decorum, he 
enjoined every man diligently to attend to his own 
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CHAP. XIV. 



Herod rebuilds tit temple y ratfes it higher^ and render* 

it more magnificent than it was bofcre. 



AFTER fo many fi'gnal tranfadions, and thej^PJ*- 
finifhing of fo many fumptttous edifices, He- rcbuUd 
rod, in the eighteenth year of his reign, turned his**" 55 * 0 * 1 ^ 
attention towards the ereding of a temple, in hor 
nour of the true God, in every refped larger, and 
more ftately than the fornaer. This >vOrk: he vif^ 
perfuaded would perpetuate his memory beyond aU 
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he had accomplifiied heretofore. But as he knew 
many of the people might be reluctant to affift him 
in fo vaft a defign, he thought proper to call them 
together, and addrefs them, upon the occafion, to 
the following purport : 

" It would be time loft, my friends and country- 
a men, to give you the hiftory of my tranfa&ions 
" lincelcaraetothecrown ; therefore let it fuffice, 
Y that I have more attended to your benefit and fe- 
" curity, than to my own particular intereft. You 
" know what care I have taken for you in your 
" greateft extremities, and without any regard to 
" my own profit. You know, like wile, that you 
" yourfelves have had the greateft fhare in the ad- 
<c vantage ofall the mighty works which, by God's 
" blefling and affiftance, I have brought to perfec- 
<c tion j infomuch, that Judaea is ina better ftate at 
u this day than ever; wherefore, there will be no 
€c need of citing the particulars of the cities, caftels, 
" palaces, Sec. that I have either built, fortified, or 
<c repaired, in Jud»a, and the tributary provinces. 
" But the fum of my prefent bufinefs is religion, 
u and what concerns the reputation of your coun- 
" try. You will do well to obferve that this temple, 
" that was ere&ed by our forefathers at their return 
u from Babylon, wants fixty cubits of the heigh th 
" of Solomon's : though this was no fault of our 
" anceftors ; for it was not owing to them that it 
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of Hyftaipcs, under whofe 



they then lived, as afterwards 
Macedonians ; fo that they had it not 5 
irer to advance that monument of thei 



ling toward* it* Thin view extended fcvcral fur- 
longs into the country* The porch, in elegance, 
was proportionate to the reft of the building ; the 
upper part being adorned with variety of rich ta- 
peftry and delicate pnrple flowers, with pillars in- 
terwoven, and a goldcrivinc creeping and twining ^«goM 
about them, the branches of it laden with clutter* ^ 
of grapes pendant from the cornices; 

Round about thctemplc were large cloifters, riot 
inferior to the reft of the building in magnificence, 
but much exceeding all that went before them for 
fymmetry and elegance. Two of the fe cloifters 
were fupported by ltrong walls, a work as Angular- 
ly curious as had ever been executed. 

The hill was a rocky afcent, that declined by de- 
grees towards the eaftern parts of the city, till it 
came to an elevated level. This is the hill which 
Solomon a long time before, by Divine direction, 
encompafled with a wall, that was of excellent 
workmanftiip, upwards and round the top of it. He 
alfo built a wall below, beginning at the bottom, 
which was encompafied by a deep valley. This 
wall was compadted of large ft ones, cramped to- 
gether with iron, including the whole, and reach- 
ing down to the bottom of the hill. The form of 
the work was fquare ; and, conlidering the magnir 
tude and depth, it was an incomparable perform- 
ance. The immenfity of the ftoncs in the front 
was plainly vifible on the outfide, yet fo that the 
inner parts were preferved by joins immovable. 

When the foundation was nniflied in the manner 
defcribed, Herod caufed it all to be wrought into 
one outward furface, filled up the hollow places 
which were about the wall, and made it a level* 



" videncc, to put the government into my hands, 
" and, at the lame time, to furnifh me with all ne- 
u ceflary means for the accompliftring of my end, 
u as peace, leifure, a large competency of revenue, 
u and, which is more than all the reft, we are friends 
<c with the whole world, (that is to fay,theRomans,) 
6i it (hall be my care and bufinefs to fupply thofe de- 
" feds which it was not poflible for our predecef- 
" Ibrs, under their circumftances, to prevent j and 
" to do that right, in fine, to the glory of God, in 
" which we have hitherto failed, with all due re- 
" verence to his holy name, and with a gratitude 
<c fuitable to the mercies we have received/ 1 

This fpeech raifed much anxiety, and many 
doubts, in the minds of the people, particularly with 
refpedt to the demolition of the old temple, till they 
were allured of another being eredted in its place, 
which, in fad, they defpaired of as an enterprize 
almoft impracticable. In this ftate of perplexity 
the king encouraged them with the aflurance, "that 
he would not pull down the old temple till all the 
materials were fully prepared for building the in- 
tended new one." 



ginal. But |( There was alfo within the fquare another ftone wall, 
gracious 



carried round the top of the hill, with a double 
porch to the eaftward, facing the portal of the tem- 
ple that ftands in the middle. This portal was mag- 
nificently adorned by the munificence of many 
princes in former times ; and round about the tem- 
ple itfelf, were Ipoils and trophies taken from bar- 
barous nations, all of which had been dedicated by 
Herod, with the addition of others of later date 
he himfelf had taken from the Arabians. 

On the north-fide was built a citadel, the work of 
fome of the Afmonean race, who, for a confiderable 
time before Herod, had executed the authority of . 
prince and high-prieft. They called it Baris, or the^jj. 

Tower j and there were depofitedtheveftmentsof the . 
high-prieft, which were never taken out but at the , 
time he was to offer facrifice. Herod applied it to 
the fame ufe ; but, after his death, it came to be 
lodged in the hands of the Romans, till the time of 
Tiberius Casfar, in whofe reign Vitellius, being ap- 
pointed governor of Syria, and going to take upon 
him the command, was fo magnificently received at 
Jerulalem, that, in acknowledgement of the honour 
donehimby the Jews, he prevailed with Csefar, at 
their earneftrequeft, that they might have thofe fa- 
cred veftments under their own immediate depofit 



Purluanttohis word, he ordered a thoufand car- I They continued in the cuftody of the Jews till the 
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Tiages to be in readinefs to bring ftones, chofe ten 
thoufand of the moft Ikilful artificers, purchafed a 
thoufand facerdotal garments for that number of 
priefts, and caufed them to be inftrudled in the dif- 
ferent branches of workmanfliip, in order to fuper- 
intend the general concern. 

Having made all necelTary preparations, both as 
to artificers and materials, Herod caufed the old 
Defcription foundations to be removed, and others to be laid, 
of the upon which bafis they raifed the fuperftrudlure of a 

temple an hundred cubits in length, and an hundred 
and twenty in height ; but the twenty cubits fink- 
ing afterwards, it fell fo muchlhort of the original 
delign, which our anceftors had in contemplation to 
raife again in the days of Nero. The whole fabric 
was compofed of ftones, white and durable, in 
length twenty-five cubits, inheighth eight, and in 
breadth twelve. 

The front of this magnificent ftru&ure bore the 
relemblance of a palace, the middle eing much 
higher than the fides, and exhibiting fuch a view 



temple as 
rebuilt by 
Herod. 



death of king Agrippa, when Caffius Longuros, 
governor of Syria and Cafpius Fadus, procurator 
of Judaea, enjoined to depofit thofe veftments in the 
town of Antonia, infilling that they ought ftill to 
be in the power of the Romans as they were form- 
erly. Hereupon the Jews fent deputies to Claudius 
Caslar, to intercede for their continuance with them. 
The young king Agrippa, happening to be at 
Rome upon the arrival of the deputies, obtained 
the grant of the requeft from the emperor, who ac* 
cordingly fent orders to Vitellius to deliver them 
up. Before that time they were kept under the feal 
of the high-prieft, and treafurer of the temple, 
who, upon the eve of a folemn feftival, applied to 
the commanding officer of the Romans, fhewedbim 
their feal, and took out the veftments, which, when 
the feftival was over, they brought to the lame 
place, and there depolited in the prefence of the of- 
ficer. I have been thus minute in this particular 
point, becaufe its various changes have eflentially 
affedted the concerns of our nation. As to the 
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over the fields, as was very agreeable to thofe who Tower itfelf, when Herod had fortified it more 
citheir r elided diredlly oppolitc to it, or were travel- II firmly, in order to feenre the temple, he gave it 
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the name of the Tower of Aiitouia, in honour of 
his great friend Anthony, wJio once prevailed over 
the Romait»i 

In the weftern quarter of the cnclofurc of the 
temple were four gates. The firftlcd to the king's 
unlace ; two more to the fuburbs of the city ; and 
the lad to the city itfclf ; with a defcent of many 
fteps down to the valley ; andanafcent,on the other 
fide, of as many fteps, up to the top- The city 
ftood over againft the temple, in the manner of a 
theatre,encompaffed,towardsthefouth,withadeep 

valley- In the middle of the fquare was another 
o-ate, equi-diftant from the two angles, with ftately 
royal cloifters, with three walls, that reached, in 
length* from the eaft valley to the weft ; for they 
could not poffibly reach any further. This afford- 
ed a mo ft extraordinary fpe&acle ; for the valley 
w as fo very deep, and the height of the building 
over it fo ftupendous, that it caufed a giddinefs in 
the brain to look down from the top of the battle- 
ments. This cloifter had pillars that ftood in four 
rows, equi-diftant, with a ftone wall wrought up 
betwixt thofe of the fourth rank. The pillars were 
as much as three men could fathom, being feven 
and twenty feet in length, and upon a double bafe. 
The number of them was one hundred and fixty- 
two. The chapiters were exquifite beyond defcrip- 
tion, and the fculpture of Corinthian workmanfhip. 
Thefe four rows of pillars included three intervals 
for walking in the middle of this cloifter, two of 
which' walks were made pavalled to each other, and 
were contrivedafter the fame manner, the breadth of' 
of each being thirty feet, the height fifty feet, and 
the length a furlong. The roof was adorned with 
curious fculpture, reprefenting a variety of figures. 

This was the firftenclofure, inthemidftof which, 
and not far from it, was the fecond, upon an afcent 
of a few fteps, with a partition of ftone, and anin- 
fcription upon it, prohibiting any Grangers from 
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entrance, upon pain of death* It had, on ittf 
fouthern apd northern quarters, three gatcfc, equi- 
diftant ; and on the eaftcrn quarter one Targe gate, 
where men, who were purified, had admittance 
with their wives, but the women were not permit- 
ted to pafs any farther. • * •• • 



♦ • . 

There was a third enclofure, into which it was 
lawful only for the priefts to enter. This was the 
temple itfelf, before which ftood the altar, where 
the Sacrifices were offered up. Into neither of thefe 
three did king Herod prefume to enter, becatife, Thetcm P I * 
not being a prieft, he was .prohibited by the Ufy fini,bcd - 
fo that he committed the care of the holy work to 
the priefts themfelves, which they finiflied in eigh- 
teen months, when he himfelf was eight years t 
finifhing the reft. 

• • • - • , * ^ 

9 

• ■ 

The people were tranfported with joy at the com- 
pletion of fo glorious a work, returning thanks- to 
the Almighty forhisbleffingupon the undertaking, 
and extolling the king for the alacrity he had flieWn 
in the execution of it. The event was celebrated 
with feftivity. The king facrificed three hundred 
oxen, and the people according to their refp'e&ire 
abilities : fo that the number of oblations; could 
hardly be computed. This memorable decfica tion 
of the temple fell upon the day of the king's inau- Dedtcau* 
guration., which added greatly to the folemnity. oa « 

There was an occult paffage built for the king, 
leading from fort An tonia to the eaftern gate of the 
inner temple, over which he erected a tower ; this 
paffage being defigned as a private and fafe retreat, 
either for himfelf or his fucceffors, in cafe of any 
fedition againft the government. It is reported, 
that, during the building of the temple, it never 
rained but in the night, fo that the work was not 
hindered. This tradition has been handed down to 
pofterity, and is, by many, deemed a peculiar in- 
terpolitipn of Providence in favour of the work. 
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f INCLUDING A PERIOD OF ABOUT SIX YEARS. 3 




CHAP. I. 

T erod enaBs a law againfl theft, goes to Rome, and is 
grachujly received by Ceafar, who rejlores him his 
two fons. 7 hey are calumniated on their return to 
Jerufalem, but without effeft* 



S Herod was very zealous, in the adminis- 
tration of government, to promote the 
impartial execution of juftice, through- 
out, both 'in town and country, in pub- 
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ic and in private, he made a new law for the pu- 
lifhingof houfe-breakers, to this effect : " That all 
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offenders of that kind ftiould be fold for flaves to 
any that would purchafe them, without exception 
even to Grangers." This law was by no means ap- 
proved by the people in general, who did not ani- 
madvert upon it as it immediately refpeCted the 
malefactor, but as it ma*nifeftly encroached on the 
laws and cuftoms of the nation, by fubjeCting the 
Jews to the impofitions of thofe who lived accord- 
ing to different rules and meafures, which they 

therefore confidered as a violation of the inftituti- 
ons of their forefathers, rather than a punifhment to 
thofe who were found to have offended. Such pu- 
nifhment was avoided in our original laws, which 
ordains that the felon ftiould make a fourfold refti- 
tution ; or, if infolvent, fliall be fold ; but not to 
ftrangers, norinto perpetualflavery ; and at the end 
of {even years difcharged. This new law was con- 
ftrued as a deliberate contempt, in Herod, againft 
an eftablifhed practice and difcipline not becoming 
a king, but an unjuft and oppreffive tyrant, a cha- 
racter to which he again expofed himfelf by carry- 
ing the penalty into execution* 

Herod about this time made a voyage to Italy, to 
urney to pay his court to the emperor, and inquire into the 

circumftances and fituation of his fons, who had 
been fent to Rome to finifti their education, where 
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mftv rel he had the happinefs to find them accomplifhed in 
f b y the different branches of polite literature. He was 
received with Angular honour by Casfar, who deli- 
vered to him the young princes in a much more im- 
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provedftate than he received them. They were tali 
and graceful in figure, affable and winning in con- 
verfation and deportment ; fothat it might be faid, 
the endowments oftheir minds were not inferior to 
their perfonal accomplifhments. 

Having paid his refpeCts to the emperor, and had 
leave to depart, Herod returned to Jerufalem with 
his fons, where they no fooner arrived- than they 
attradled the admiration of the multitude, asy ouths 
pofTcfTed of every quality that could adorn their ^ 
elevated rank and ftation. But they were obje&s foma 
of envy to Salome, the king's lifter, and the whole J* 81 ** 
party, who had raifed calumniating reports to ef- 
fect the deftruCtion of Mariamne. Indeed, they be- 
held them with awful dread, as inftruments whom 
Providence had raifed up to revenge the death of 
their mother, and made this apprehenfion a motive 
to fcandalous reports againft them. They gave it 
out that they would never en dure the converfation 
of their father, after imbruing his hands in the 
murder of their innocent mother. They fuppofed 
that flanderous infinuation was the raoft effectual 
means of prejudicing the father againft the fons, 
and accordingly praCtifed it with all the art and 
fubtlety that envy and malice could poffibly fug- 
geft; hoping, in the refill t, fo to work upon the 
mind of Herod, as to deftroy that natural affe&ion 
which is the bafis of all the ties of confanguinity,as 
well as of reciprocal duty and regard. 



CHAP. 



II. 



Herod 



Pays a vifit to Jgrippa 



r TT*HEartful delignof Salome, and her party, had 
X not yet prevailed on Herod, fo as to withdraw Then- 
his paternal affeCtion and confidence from his fons, ^ 
to whom he continued to behave with his ufual open- Jow 
nefsand cordiality, without any referve or fufpicion. ftt * 
His firft concern was to form princely alliances for 
them, by marrying Ariftobulus to Berenice, the 
daughter of Salome; and Alexander to Glaphvra, 
the daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. 
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Wl»cii ffcroil 3ia<l difjiatclictl tlicfc affairs, here- 
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Uli; JW „„ - Agrippa complying with 

his requeft, Herod, on his part, omitted nothing 
that could contribute to the entertainment of his 
noble gucft. He (hewed him all the ftately 'edifices 
that he hadlatcly crc&ed or repaired, carrying him 
to Scbafte, the port of Ccfarea, and the forts of 
Alexandrion, Herodion, Hyrcania, &c. where he 
treated him and his retinue with the utmoft fplen- 
cior and magnificence. After this tour he conduct- 
ed him to the city of Jerufalem, where he was re- 
ceived, by the whole multitude, with all the accla- 
mations and pomp of a folemn feftival. Agrippa, 
upon this occafion, made an oblation of an heca- 
Lutnb, and feafted the people in the moft fumptuous 
manner. His journey and entertainment afforded 
him Co much plcafure and fatisfaftion, that he was 
delirons of protracting the vifit ; but the winterap- 
proacbing, and thofe leas being dangerous, he was 
under aneceflity of returning to Ionia, for which he 
tookhis departure, laden with prefentsand honours. 



C H A P. 



III. 



Heroes 



Herod revifits Agrippa, and many offices of friendflnp pafs 

between them. 

HAVING palTed the winter at Jerufalem, Herod 
made another voyage, on the opening of the 
fpring, to vifit Agrippa, who, according to intelli- 
gence received, was gone upon a campaign towards 
the Bofphorus. He embarked for Lelbos, with 
expectation of meeting him there ; but, after he 
paSed Rhodes and Coos, he was driven, by con- 
trary winds, upon the ifle of Chios, where he was 
detained for fomedays. During the courfeof this 
voyage, he had many vifits made him; which he re- 
turned in a fuitable manner ; and obferving, on his 
fhort ftay upon this ifland, that feveral public 
buildings lay yet in ruins ever fince the Mithridatic 
war, for want of money to repair them, he gave 
them credit for a fum fufficient to accomplilh the 
work, with ancxprefs charge to put it in hand, and 
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Upon the change of wind, Herod failed to Mi- 
tylene, and then to Byzantium ; and hearing that 
Agrippa had already parted the Cyanean rocks, he 
followed him with the utmoft fpeed, and joined him 
nroai at Sinope, a city of Pontus, at a juncture that 
S«n lp Agrippa had no expectation of fuchaffiftance. This 
eroittd interview was equally agreeable to both parties, and 
SW« reciprocal tokens of friendfhip palTed between them. 
In fine, they feemed to be actuated by the fame 
views, with refpect both to enterprize and paftime. 
When Agrippa, had difpatched his affairs in Pontus, 
he took his way upon the return over land ; fo that 
they paffed through Paphlagonia, Cappadocia, and 
the Greater Phrygiato Ephefus, and thence, by fea, 
to vSamos. Herod, difplayed many inftances of ge- 
nerofity during the paflage, as well as of the great 
power and influence he had with Agrippa, whofe 
favour he had conciliated in the higheft degree. 
All be came intercelfion with him in behalf of the 
people of Illium, againft whom he had been high- 
ly incenfed ; and paid arrears, which were due from 
the people of Chios, to the emperor, provided them 
many privileges, and rendered them, in divers par- 
ticulars, the moft eflentialfervices. 



CHAP. IV. 



Agrippa, at the inftance of Hcrod^ 



and through the 



prevailing arguments of Nicolaus again]} the natives 
of lonia^ in favour of the Jews, confirms their laws y 
and ajfures them of his protection. 

VETHEN Agrippa and Herod arrived in Ionia, 
▼V a great multitude of Jews, of that province, 
embraced the opportunity of laying before them 
the injuries they had fuftained from the natives, in 



the infringement on their laws and wor/hijp, their 
depriving them of the money they tiled to fend to 
Jertifalcm, forcing them to bear arms, and pay pub- 
lic duties out of their fubfiftcncc money, and all 
this contrary to common faith, and the liberties and 
exemptions granted them by the Romans. Herod, 
dclirous of ufing his infhiehcc in behalf of the 
Jews upon this intercfting occafion, prevailed with 
Agrippa to grant them a hearing ; and procured 
them one Nicolaus, an advocate of moft diftinguifh- 
ed abilities, and his moft intimate friend, for their 
counfel. At a court called upon the occafion, 
Agrippa, himfelf being prefent, together with a 
bench of Romans of great rank, Nicolaus thus 
opened and enlarged upon the caufe of the 
Jews : 
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" Whither, moft illuftrious Agrippa, Ihould thepicndingof 
miferable and opprefTed fly for fandtuary and re-^™ 1 * 1 * 1 * 
lief, but to thofe princes that are able to proteA thejws. 
and relieve them? This is the cafe of your hum- 
ble fupplicants ; and we muft prclume to appeal 
from your authority to your juftice, in a full con- 
fidence of your royal goodnefs : for wc have no- 
" thing more to defire at prefent, than the pofTeC- 
<c lion and enjoyment of what you yourfelves have 
granted us already, and which our fellow-fub- 
jc&s are now endeavouring to take from us. Jf 
the favours we enjoy be grfeat, we doubt not but 
cc you will now think us as worthy to retain them, 
cc as you found us before to receive them. Jf the 
u benefit be fmall, it reflects upon your honour to 
" imagine that you are not able to make it good. 
Cc Neither is this a greater injury to us, than it is an 
tc indignity to yourfelves, in the contempt of your 
"judgement, and in the difappohitment of your 
pious intentions. If it were put to thefe very 
" people, whether they would rather part with their 
" lives, or with their laws, cuftoms, difcipline, 
u facrifices, feftivals, &c. in honour of their God, 
I think, with fubmiffion, that we may fafely an- 
cc Aver for them, they would chofe the former. It 
u is a common thing to take up arms for religion : 
and what is the great bleffing of the peace and 
freedom the world enjoys under the Roman em- 
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pire, but that every man may live and worlhip 

after his own way ? What pretence is there for 

people to impofe that upon others, which they 

will not fubmit to themfelves ? As if it were not 

cc all one whether we hinder another man from do- 
cc 



cc 

cc 
cc 



It is a thing 
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ing his duty, or negleft our own. 
farther to be confidered, that there is no city, 
people, or nation, extant, that does not depend 
on the adminiftration, and the power of Rome, 
c< for all the happinefs they can pretend to ? Will 
any thinking man deem it his intereft to fruftate, 
your bounties, when every man living, fome way 
or other, will be a lofer by it ? Our enemies are 
not aware, that while they labour to invalidate, 
our rights, they deftroy their own : for why fliould 
the fame conceiTions be good to them, and void 
to us ; and that ineftimable privilege among the 
" reft, of living at eafe and liberty, under the pro- 
" tecftion of the Roman emperors, while feveral 
other nations lie groaning in aftate of fervitude, 
at the mercy of rigorous kings ? Neither is ours, 
at the beft, a condition to be envied : for, as to 
" other matters, we defire nothing more than a 
cc common fharc of advantage with the reft of our 
" fellow fubje&s, provided we may but be allow- 
ed to worlhip God after the manner of our fore- 
fathers; which, as it is innocent in itfelf, on the 
one hand, fo it is for the fervice of thofe that 
cc permit it on the other : for God not only loves 
" thofe that worfhip him themfelves, but thofe alfo 
c< who encourage the worlhip of him in others. 

What is there in our. way of holy offices that any 
tc moderate man can take oiFenceat? or, in truth, 
u that is not, in all refpetfls, agreeable to piety and 
"juftice? We make no difficulty of owing the 
" rules of our lives and profefiion. The Seventh 
a Day is a day of reft from all our labours, and a 
cc day that we fet apart for the ftudy of the law, 
c< as a difcipline that much conduces to the redti- 
cc fying of our manners. Now thefe cuftoms are 
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« not only blameleft in thcmfclvc», even upon the 
ftrt&eft examination of them, but venerable 
even for their antiquity, (all cavils to the con- 
trary notwithftanding) ; fa that there can he no 
cnulc for controverting the authority of law* 
that have ftood the tcftof fo many ages. The 
injuries we complain of are thefc: they facrile- 
icufly make feizurcs of monies dedicated to 
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oly ufes. They impofe taxes upon people that 
" ought, in right, to pay none. They hurry them 
" up and down to courtsof juftice, and other com- 
" mon attendancies, upon our days of folemnity 
" and religious worftrip ; and for no other end but 
" to turn our piety and devotion to fcorn ; and 
cc thefe pra&ices they know to be unwarrantable 
cc and caufelefs. Your wifdom confults indiffe- 
tc rently the common welfare of all your people, in 
" the promoting of peace, and the preventing of 
u feuds. It is againft thefe injuries, mod excellent 
Agrippa, that we crave to be relieved ; and that 
we may be allowed the fame liberty hereafter, 
that we have enjoyed heretofore ; and that our 
c c ad verfaries may have no more advantage over us, 
u than we pretend to, over them. We +^ :c *^ 
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there are, at this day, to be feen in the capitol, 
cc fcveral decrees of the fenate, in tables of brafs, 
for its perpetual memory. Thefe monumental 
records were undoubtedly grounded upon the 
experiment of our faith and loyalty to the ftate. 
cC Belide, that the obligation would be yet facred 
cC and inviolable , even without any antecedent me- 
rit on our part ; for your generofity hath beeii 
ever fo far from leflening or revoking the boun- 
ties you have once beftowed (and that not only 
to us, but to all) that it hath been your pra&ice 
rather to amplify and enlarge them, even beyond 
every thought and expectation, as I could give 
inftances abundantly, if time would permit. 
cc Butnot to value ourfelves too much upon our own 
ct fer vices, let our royal mailer's friendly offices 
fpeak for us. Where did he ever fail, to the ut- 
tc termoft of his power, to oblige your nation ? 
cc Has not his fairh and zeal for your intereft been 
cc tried over and over ? Has he not made the ad- 
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cc 
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over and over ? Has he not made the ad 
vancing of your honour his bufinefs and his 
ftudy ? Were your affairs ever in any difficulty, 
and he not efpoufe them as his own ? So that if it 
were but for our king's fake, we might pretend 
cc to fome fort of confideration. We muft not for- 
get the fervices of his father Antipater, nor the 
reinforcement of two thoufand auxiliaries, that 
u he brought to Csefar in Egypt, where his beha- 
u viour was fo fignally brave, and fo much to the 
u advantage of the empire, that he had the repu- 
u tation of being not inferior to any commander, 
tC either at fea or land, for conduct and courage. 

a we o rr o : _ M ~ 

Casfar made him, or rather to the letters recom- 
£< mendatory that he wrote to thefenate, in his fa- 
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vour, upon this occafion, by which he obtained 
for him the privilege of a citizen of Rome, with 
cC other additional honours. This fingle argu- 
ment, great prince, might be fufficient, even of 
itfelf, to evince that thofe favours were at firft 
well beftowed, which we are now imploring may 
cc be confirmed. Befide that, confideringthe pre- 
fent league of friendfhip betwixt yourfelf and 
our royal fovereign, we rather hope for an aug- 
mentation of your bounty than fear any abate- 
" mcnt of it. I might enlarge upon your holy 

ifices at Jerufalem, the fplendour 
{{ of your entertainments, and the fatisfacftion you 
<c were pleafed to own in the reciprocal exchange 
" of offices of hofpitality and refpedt, which were 
;c all evident proofs of an affectionate regard, and 
cc an amicable underftanding betwixt the Jews 
" and the Romans, confirmed and ratified under 
u the very roof of the king himfelf. Now our 
ic final requeft to the majefty of Agrippa, and in 
fic the prefence of the king of the Jews, is only this j 
4C that we may reap the fruits of your own boun- 
6t ty, without being made a prey to others." 



When Nidiolrtua, had finifhed UU fpeech, in vhidi- 
cation of the rights of the Jews, there was no reply 
on the part of the Grcck» ; for it wan not a matter 
of enquiry, a» in a court of iufticc, but a petitionary 
complaint, to prevent violence from being offered 
to the Jews, They did not attempt to difpute the 
faft. Their pretence was, that the Jews were 
ftrangcrs, and would be a burden to them j while 
the Jews, on the contrary, averred, that they were 
notftrangers, but a people who lived according to 
their own laws and cuftoms, without giving offence 
to any man. Agrippa, thus convinced that thev 
were opprefled, declared in their favour, as well 
from the juftice of their caufe, as from the refpeft 
he bore to Herod. He faid, he thought their re- Ap;, 
queft forcafonable, that if it had been more exten-? 8 * 
five, he would have granted it, fo far, at leaft, aspiiw 
was confiftent with his duty to the femite, and ftate 
of Rome. He then made this formal declaration; 
tc I doherebypronounceaconfirmation ofthe claim 
c< the Jews make of their privileges, as fpecined in 
" the reprefentation of their counfel ; and pledge 
" myfelf, that fo long as they keep themfelves 
ic within thebounds of their profeflion anddicipline, 
c< theyfhould notbemolefted for the future." With 
thefe words Agrippa difmiffed the aflembly ; when 
Herod ftood up and made acknowledgement of the 
favour, in the name of the whole Jewifli nation; 
which done, he and Agrippa, after mutual faluta- 
tions, took their departure from Lefbos. 



CHAP. V. 

Herod, upon his arrival at Jerufalem, calls an ajfembly 
of the people, and gives them a relation of his lan 
tranf anions in A fa. 

T TEROD, having taken his leave of Agrippa,*"), 
jTjL embarked for Cefarea, where, through means bV*^ 
of favourable winds, he landed in a few days, andjjj 
from thence immediately proceeded to Jerufalem.m 
As foon as convenient, after his arrival, he fu 
moned a general aflembly, Arrangers as well as citi- 
zens, and laid before them a particular account of 
his voyage, and the very important grant he had 
obtained for the Jews in Afia, by which they were 
exempted from the impofitions ofthe Ionians, and 
fully confirmed in their ancient national privileges. 
He reprefented to them the feveral and great ad- 
vantages they had derived from his government, 
and pointed out that the welfare of his fubjecfts was 
the grand fpringof his actions. As a peculiar gra- 
tification, he remitted them a fourth part of their 
taxes for the laft year ; a circumftance which, added 
to his moft agreeable reprefentation of affairs in 
general, conciliated the univerfal efteem of the peo- 
ple, who, with loudeft acclamations, teftified their 
loyalty, and moft fervently prayed for theprofpe- 
rity of their king. 



CHAP. VI. 



Great dijlurbances prevail in Herod's family, through 
the contrivance of Salome and Pheroras, who irritate 
him againjt his fons Ariftobulus and Alexander, and 
induce Antipater to endeavour to Jupplant them in 
the government. Herod treats the two princes with 
great feverity, and difcovers a partiality for Antipa- 
ter, who attends Agrippa to Rome. 




XJRlJjTG thefe tranfa&ions abroad, great do- 
meftic animofities prevailed at home, through 
the artfulpra<5lices of Salome, againft the two young 
princes, Ariftobulus and Alexander, to whom (he 
had a mortal averfion.' As fhe had fucceededtolier 
utmoft wiflies in her calumnies upon the mother, 
(he proceeded with greater confidence in her defign 
upon the fons, determined thatnoue of her pofterity 
fliould be left alive, who might have it in their 
power to revenge her death. The defign %vas car- 
ried on with fome proipe A of fuccefs ; for the young 
princes gave inftances of a refractory behaviour to- 
wards their father, andlet fall ra(h words, exureffive 
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of their refefitmeiH .it their fnoflirr'* cruel trcat- 
nicfft* with threats of revenue upon thole who had 
been the authors of it. Two f.iltiotia now prevail- 
ed * that of the two prince*, and that of Salome and 
Pheroras, the filler and brother of Herod, 
caft thebiticreft reproaches on each other, and had 



They 



recourfe to all the means of calumtiyand traduction. 



)}ut though their hatred was equal on both lides, 
their manner of gratifying it was different. The 
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To that end he exerted every effort of cuhttvny to 
fupplaitt !iih brothers in the aifeltion of their fa- 
ther, Who was fb credulous and open to his artifi- 
ces* that he gained his point to his utmoft wifll, 
and wrought in him an avcrfion, that daily grew 
tnorc and more implacable. His whole aim was 
to keep up this alienation in the breaft of his fa- 
ther, and, at the fame time, evade fufpiclon with 
refpe£t to himfelf j fo that he employed fuch in- 
ftruriients as he knew would work Upon the cre- 
dulity of the king, as well as obviate a difcovery 
of the chief aereht. 

Antipaternowhadfuchan afcendancy, that many 
of the nrftf-ank paid court to him, as the road to pre- 
ferment ; while the whole defign was covered uncjer 



ofeffibn of 
the others 

had recourfe to the arts of mfmuation, and oblique 
fu^geftion. The princes, in the heat of blood, and 
jfimplicity of their hearts, did not hefitate to exe- 
crate the authors of their mother's death ; but Sa- 
lome and Pheroras gratified their malice by provo- 
king them to extravagant exclamations, in order to 
enfnare them. They faid they deemed it the high- 
eft honour to be the Ions of fuch a mother, infilling 

onitthatfhe was bafcly murdered. This expreffiou r _ . 

was a fufficient ground for calumny, as it would j into turfts of tears, inordinate exclamations, arid 
bear a conftru£iion of deliberating a revenge with 
their own hands. Thefe animofities now became the 



pretext of Seal for the fervice of Herod.' The plot 
being revealed to a junto of Confidents, they took 
advantage of the heat of pafiion which the young 
princes could not lupprefs, and whicli tranfported 
them, beyond all bounds of reafbn and moderation, 



Th«r pre. 

vail with. 

Herod. 



They were fo deeply 



topic of fconverfation throughout the city ; and, as 
is ufualupon fuch contefts, the inexperience of the 
youths was admitted as a palliation of the warmth 
of their expreflions, which Salome artfully im- 
proved to her own purpofes 

affected with the death of their mother, that they 
would frequently exclaim, "That, next to the de- 
plorable fate of that unhappy princefs, they looked 
upon their own circumftances to be moftmiferable 
of all others, in the neceflity of aflbciating with 
murderers, and, infomemeafure, becomingparta- 
kers of the crime, by communicating with the 
company/' 

Thefe difordersincreafed greatly ; and the king's 
abfence had afforded opportunities for fomenting 
futons the animofities that prevailed between the parties. 
fflrTf! When the king returned,and addrefled the multi- 
g^gf tude upon the occafion, Pheroras and Salome drop- 
befoicKe-ped words, infinuating that his life might be in 
tod - danger as the young princes openly vowed venge- 
ance on the authors and abetters of the death of their 
mother. They added another circumftance, which 



the fevereft rembnftrances, on the infufferable inju- 
ries they had fuftained; as well as pofitivc acctifa- 
tionsof their father with palpable injuftice to them* 
Such fallies of p affi on , with their outrageous effects, 
virere all minutely obferved by thefe incendiaries, 
who, to widen the breach, represented them in fo 
exaggerated a light, as to exafperate the king fo 
highly, that, in order to avenge himlelf on Alexanr 
der and Ariftobulus, he heaped more hohours on 
Antipater, who, at length, prevailed with him to 
admit his mother to court, and givehim recommen- 
datory letters to Csefar, highly conducive to his cre- 
dit and advantage. Upon Agrippa's rfeturn. to 
Rome, after ten years adminiftration in Afia, He- 
rod failed from Judaea, accompanied by Antipater 
only, to compliment and prefent him with many 
valuable prefents. When they parted, he obtained 
of Agrippa permiffion for his fon to attend him to 
Rome, and a promife of introducing him to Csefar. 
This partiality was fhewn to Antipater, to point 
out to his brothers their father's refolution of cut* 
ting them off from the fuccefiion. 

CHAP. VII. 



was, that their hopes were fixed on Archelaus, Herod esf fitfii s dn accufation againft Ais fc 



king of Cappadocia, by whofe means they might 
be admitted to an audience of Csefar, and to prefer 
their accufations againft their father. This infor- 
mation alarmed Herod, and the more fo, becaufe 
it wascdnfirmed by the aflurance of many others. 
Upon this occafion, he could not but reflect on the 
calamities that had heretofore been the refult of 
fadtion in his family, and deprived him of his dear- 
eft friends, and moft beloved wife. Thefe confide- 
rations almoft reduced him to a ftate of defpair; 
He had been fortunate abroad beyond expectation £ 
but he had been no lefs miferable at home ; fo that, 
upon a ballance of the extremes, it became to him 
a matter of doubt, whether or not he might have 
been happier in a private ftation, which could not 
have fubje&ed him to either. 

In this ftate of anxious perplexity it appeared to 
him expedient to introduce a fon, whom he had 
srodfeM educated privately, into the gay circle of the court 

Win op- - 

fitionto tners. 

bro " tention, at that time, of advancing him to the firft 
dignity ; but had recourfe to thofe means, as a check 
upon the conduit of the fons of Mariamne, and to 
bring them to fober reafon, as they would thereby 
be convinced, that, at all events, the government 
would not want a fucceflbr. With this view He- 
rod gave Antipater the countenance of truft and 
authority, and paid him fuch honours as if he had 
been actually appointed to the fuccefiion, not doubt- 
ing but, by thefe means, to bring his fons to an ac- 
knowledgment of their duty. The event, how- 
ever, proved otherwife ; for they refented it as the 
l «ifi- higheft indignity ; and, inftead, of a check, it be- 
came a provocation. Antipater was both flirewd 
and ambitious ; fo that when he had once attained 
to this degree of elevation, and began to form 
towering profpe&s, he was determined to purfiic 

the path into which his father had conduced him. 

No, aa. 



in order to deprefs his haughty andinfolent bro- 

His name was Antipater. He had no in- 



Ariftobulus i before Caefi 

\ NTIPATER's voyage io Rome, with thefanc- 
/JL tion of recommendatory letters from the king 
his father, greatly tended t§ his honour and intereft. 
His only fource of difquiet arofe from his being de- 
prived, by a remote fituation, of the opportunities 
he had of perpetually circulating his calumniating 
reports to the prejudice of his brothers. His chief 
fear was, left his father (hould be wrought upon to 
change his mind, and thereby induced to adfc with 

moremoderationtowardsthechildrenof Mariamne. 
To prevent this as much as poflible, he maintained 
an epiftolary correfpondence with his father, and 
thereby took opportunities of infinuating the anxi- 
ety under which he laboured for his fafety ; though 

hisreal motive was to preferve in his mind, the an- 
tipathy he had caufed him to conceive againft his 
brothers. But notwithftanding he wasincenfed in 
the higheft degree againft Alexander and Ariftobu- 
lus, by the artful practices of their brother AntipsP 
ter, Herod thought it moft prudent, before he pro- 
ceeded too rafhly, to go to Rome, and there openly 
exhibit an accufation againft his fons before Csefar. 
In his way he happened to meet with the emperor at 
the city of Aquileia, and having obtained audience 
in form, preferred an iaccufation againft tnem in * ... 
terms to the following effedt, dating to Csefar. nSSib*" 



" Th 
u fons 



at he had not only made him mafter 6f his ^^* f 
s' deftiny, but that the very laws of the JewS his ton*° 



" declared, that, if a fon was accufed by his pa- 
cc rents, and they put their hands upon his head,* 
" all who were prefent fhould ftohchim, and put 
u him to death ; and therefore, though he might 
u treat his fons in this manner, after the crimes 
" of which they ftood convicted, yet he thole ia- 
u ther to have their opinions upon the matter^ not 
c< doubting but that they would join with him in 
" giving an example to future age.?; of that juft 
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u fevctify which ought t(i he ever ufccl upon un- 
" jMtural children/' 

Tim was the main point of accufatioh brought 
rfic ptirt- by Herod againft his fom>i who, during the time of 
muchaf?ec-his (peaking, were foaffc&ed, as to bit r II: involunta- 
?eit*i their r ;j v into tears. Though they were confeious of their 



^f]iioV. C " innocence, yet, being a ecu led by their fathcr,they 

were fenfibleof the ncceflity of exculpating them- 
selves from the crime allcdgcd againft them, or re- 
maining under the cenfure that had been brought 
upon them by means equally fallacious and wicked. 
Caefar, obferving their confufjori, and that the re- 
luctance with which theyproceeded on theirdeferice, 
did not arife from confeious guilt, but the preva- 
lence of modeft diffidence, was difpofed to judge 
with candour of their caufe, as was, indeed, the 
whole aflembly prefent. 



CHAP. VIII, 




Alexander's defence. The princes are acquitted by Cae* 
far. Herod calls a council at Jerufalent, and declares 
his fnccejfor. 

T being' by this time evident that they had excited 
the comniiferation both of Czefar and their fa- 
ther, and that all prefent exprefled concern for the 
unfortunate fituation of the young princes, they 
were emboldened to hope for the profperous iflue of 
an event, which, atfiru:, appeared to them replete 
with the greateft difafter. Alexander, the elder, 
therefore, thus addreffed his father upon the fubjecSt 
of the charge : 

44 We cannot, Sire, but take it for a clear evi- 
, 44 dexice of your good intentions towards us, that 

Alexander's^ , < *2 « • 1 % t* <+ 

aJdrcfsand you nave brought us to this place, before io great 
defence. 44 and juft a judge, and fo gracious a prince, tor 

44 the decifion of our caufe, without employing 
44 either your regal, or your paternal, powei-, over 
44 your own children and people. But, in referring 
44 us to Rome, by way of appeal to Casfar, it is 
44 given us manifeftly to underftand, that you have 
44 a delire andpurpofe to preferve us ; for men do 

cc not ufe to carry thofe to temples and altars that 
44 they intend to deftroy. Yet, after all this, as an 
" aggravation of our misfortune, we are confeious 
44 to ourfelves, that we are not worthy to live, if we 
u hadbutdone any thing that looks like difloyalty 
44 or ingratitude to wards fogood a father ; and we 
44 had much rather die innocent, than furvive the 
44 fcandal of fuch a fufpicion. If providence fhould 
enable us to defend the truth, the proof of our 
innocence will be a much greater comfort to us, 
than the deliverance of our perfons : but if ca- 
44 lumny fhould prevail, alife,under thofe infamous 
u circumftances, would be worfe than a thoufand 
44 deaths. The pretext of an ambitious defign upon 
44 the government, is well accomodated to the in- 
44 ordinate paffions of young men ; and the inftance 
44 of our unfortunate/mother furniflies more colour 
cc for it. But whofecafe,Ibefeechyou,Sire, may 
u not this be as well as ours ; and why may not the 
44 children of all other princes, under our circum- 
44 ftances, be charged with the fame defign, if fufpi- 
44 cion fliall pafs for a proof ? For here is only an 
invidious accufation, without the leaft fhadow of 
44 evidence, or fo much as a probability to fupport 
44 it. Why is not the poifon itfelf, or the accom- 
44 plices and inftruments of the practice, produced? 
44 Where are the confpirators, tjie confpiracy, the 
44 bribery,or the defamatory letters ? But the whole 
<4 ftory,in fine,is founded on invention and flander, 
44 without any countenance to give it credit. A di- 
" vided court, it is true, is a great misfortune ; but 
<c the hope of preferment, which you are pleafed to 
cC call the reward of virtue, proves often anincen- 
* 4 tive to all forts of wickednefs. Nay, we infift fo 
44 far upon our integrity, that we defy the whole 
<c earth to difproveit. As for fcandals, there is no 
" refilling them, where the ear is open to the ca- 
14 luinny, and deaf to the defence. If we have 
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44 talked at lar;;e it v/.-t » ;•/>* mc;Uil u 
u but againll your t$«le-bc:irc r». IS' we? have p,ifl 
44 fionatciy \ iuicuUh\ the \ofa of our dear iiiothcrdt 
41 was not purely for the death itfelf, but out of a 
14 zeal to the honour ofhrr memory, which we found 
44 blaftcd wher^ fhe leaf! t\cfcrvc<l it. And to what 
44 end agaih (hould we afpirc to the government in 
44 the lire-time of our father ? For, if we already 
44 enjoy t lie honours belonging to the royal family^ 
u (as effectually we do y ) what have we farther to 
44 ftrug^le for i Or, if we are at prefent barred of 
u — right, may we not prefume to wifh and hope 

it r Can it be imagined that the murderers 
44 in fuch an inftance, fhould ever fet, up for fuccefl 
44 fors, when fea and land, after fo flagitious a 
44 villiariy, would confpire againft them ? How 
44 would it confift with the piety of the fubje<5, or 
44 with the religion of the country, to fet up parrU 



our 
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cides for kings ; and to fee the holy temple,that 
you yourfelf erected to the great God, prophaned 
by tnebsifcft of afTaffins ? Or, all other confidera- 
44 tions apart, how can any man think to deftroy 
44 Herod, the emperor yet living, and not fall un- 
cc der the power and juftice of Casfar ? Now, if 

" there appear snothingagi.infttis,upoii any colour- 
44 able pretence, where is the ground of the acqufa- 

" tion that expofesu^ for fuch impious wretches ? 

44 As to the death of our mother, it is a confidera- 

44 tioii to make usrather cautious than outrageous. 

44 We might multiply words ; but there is no need 

" of excufing a thing that never was doue ; where- 

44 fore, we have only to beg of the mighty Casfar, 

44 and at prefent our fovereiojn judge, that, if you 

4C can in your confeience, dif charge us of any far- 

41 ther fufpicion for the future, we may be allowed 

44 to live, how miferable foever : for what can be 

44 more grevibus than to lie under the imputation, 

" even though falfely,of the mo ft horrid of crimes? 

44 But if you go on lulpcding us. the torments of 

4C our own thoughts will put a period to our exift- 

44 ence without your help : for we are not fo fond 

44 of life, as to think of preferr ing it to the torture 

44 of him from whom we received it." 

Crefar who before could fcarcely give credit to fo 
grofs a calumny, was greatly moved by this fpirited WW 
addrefs of the young prince, which, added to the vi- 
fible effect it had upon the countenance of Herod, 
during the time of delivery, confirmed him in the$Ma» 
opinion of an iniquitous defign. The whole court, dcr - 
indeed, commiferated the cafe of the princes, and 
could not avoid cenfuring the condutffc of the king, 
in commencing fo rigorous a profecution againft 

them. In fine,from the improbability of the charge, 
and their concern for the lives of two moft prq- 

mifing youths, they determined to interpafe moft 
flrenoufly in their behalf. The princes continued 
inaftateof deje&ion, anxioufly waiting the deci- 
fion of the cafe, while the king difcovered the ut- 
moft confufion, both in vifage and gefture ; till^ at 



coinaf. 



length, Csefar, having duly attended to what had 
pafled, delivereditas his opinion, cc That, although , 
44 the fons were entirely innocent of the charge al- 
44 ledged againft them, yet the}' were ccnfurablein 
44 having given their father any fufpicion of the* 4 ^ 
44 probability of the calumniating reports that had oaitinty 
44 been fpread concerning them. Upon the whole, 



he acquitted them ; and exhorted the father to bauifli 
all groundlefs fufpicion, and admit them to former 
favour and confidence, as the only means of efta- 
blifhinghis and their prefent and future profperity. 
After this declaration and admonition, a fignal was^^ 
given to the brothers to approach the imperial feat, taitek 
near which flood Herod. They advanced with fuch lbcr ' 
becoming grace and modefty,and were about to caft 
themfelves at their father's feet, with moft dutiful 
fubmiflion, when, with all paternal affeftion, he 
embraced them alternately, and gave every proof" 
of the mofKperfecft reconciliation. The furprize or . 
this unexpected encounter, drew tears of joy from 
the whole aflembly, when, after mutual falutation, 
and the moft dutiful acknowledgment to Augulhis, 
Herod and the princes took their departure, toge- 
ther with Antipater, who hypocritically pretended 
to rejoice at this reconciliation. 
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During t lie four hill d.iys f lir y abode at Rome, 
Jicrofl prcfentcd ( In: far with three hundred talents, 

^ffen'* afj j |C was then exhibiting public fpetHnclcs j and 

Crcfai'i in requital, bellow ed upon him half the rc- 

uUu venue off the copper-mines in Cyprus, and the charge 

of the other half, together with other honourable 
bounties and commHIions. Withrcfpciito his go- 
vernment, lie left it in his own power to appoint 
which of his foiis he plcafcd for his fucccflbr, or fo 
to dillributc that each of them might partake of the 
dignity: but declared lie would by no means permit 
him to deprive himfelf, during life, of the power 
over his kingdom, or over his fons. 

Having adjuftcd thefe affairs, Herod returned, 
TJj«tcb2i- aCCO mpaiiied by his three fons, to Judaea. During 
,:dfl,Tia " JiisabUrnec, great part of his dominions about Tra- 

chon had revolted ; but were reduced to fubmiflion, 
bvthe vigilance and activity of his feveral gover- 
nors and officers, civil and military. Herod, and 
his fons, touching, upon their return, at Eleufa, 
a city in the diftrici of Gilicia, they met with Ar- 
chelaus, king of Cappadocia, who received them 
kindly? and dilcovered the utmoft pleafiire in find- 
ing a reconciliation was happily effected, and that 
Alexander, who had married his daughter, was ac- 
quitted of the accufation brought againft him. 
After a reciprocal exchange of falutationsand pre- 
fents,thetwo kings parted, and Herod fet out for 
}udnea. wSither, upon his arrival, he called an af- 
fenibly of the people in the temple, where he re- 
lated the tranfa&ions which had pafled during his 
Herod, oo journey, enumerated the particular honours con- 
hHicnm ferred upon him by Csefar, and, at length, directed 
*Uieffi» his, fpeechto the admonition of- his ions, exhorting 
tbeptjopie. t j iem> and the people in general, from the high eft 

to the loweft degree, to live in concord. He then 
informed the multitude that he appointed his fons 
to be his fuccelTors, Antipater firft, and then Alex- 
ander and Ariftobulus, the fons of Mariamne, in 
their order. During his life, he claimed all duty 
and efteem, asfovereign, from his own family, his 
officers, civil and military, and all ranks and de- 
grees of fubje&s. Thefe he enforced, and recom- 
mended as the only effe«Stual means to promote 
good government on the part of the prince, and 
confequently the general happinefs and profperity 
of prince and people. Having (poken to this pur- 
port, lie difmifled the aflembly. The fentiments 
he communicated coincided with the opinion of 
feme, but differed much with that of others, who 
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looked upon the late contention amongfthis fons, 
2nd the fubfequent tranfactions, as introdu&ory 
of mifchievous innovations. 



CHAP. IX. 



Upon the finijbing of the building of Cefarca. Herod 
infiitutes games in honour of Augustus. Builds and 
adorns -many placc$\ and performs divers a SI ions to 
perpetuate his memory. 



^^* f r T^HE city of Cefarca was now finifiied in the 
Cehrw! 0 tenth year from laying the foundation of it, 
HeraJcch-the twenty-eighth of Herod's reign* and the iQid 
mficent Uiy mpaui . The molt lumptuous preparations were 
gam. made for its dedication ; the moft expert matters in 

the different entertainments were engaged from all 
parts, fuch as muficians, fwordfmen, wreftlers, ra- 
cers, and the like, who were to exhibit, with the ut- 
moft dexterity, in their feveral profeffions. Infliort 
he collected entertainments in all their variety, 
whether exhibited at Rome, or in other places. 

This feftival was inftituted to the honour of 
Auguftus Cnefar, and, becaufe it was to be repeated 
every fifth year, it was called, in the Roman lan- 
guage, ccrtamcn qiuuquennale. It was attended with 
immenfeexpence to the king, in contributing mag- 
nificent curiolities to its pomp, collected, at any 
price, from all quarters : to add to which, Julia,the 
wife of Crcfar, lent great part of her moft valuable 
furniture from Rome, with the choiceft rarities of 
It-aly, cftimated at the value of five hundred ta- 
lents ; fo that nothing was wanted to compleat its 
No. 11. 
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fplcndor- 'Mill grand fpc&acle w;i3 attended by 
an iiiuumcnthic concourfc of people from all quar- 
ters ; and umhafladors from divers potentates, re- 
fortedtoit out of compliment to Herod, who were 
alt entertained at the king's charge, with the cu? 
rious fpc&aclcs by day, and fumptuous fcafts at 
night ; fo that he acquired the reputation of a mod 
magnanimous and generous friend. In every in- 
ftancc of this extraordinary exhibition, his ambition 
was to eclipfc the glory of all thofc that had gone 
before ; audit is related that Crefar and Agrippahad 
been heard to fay, cC The dominions of Herod 
tc were too little for the grcatnefs of his foul." 



himfelf to the building of another city, upon a JjJ 



After the ceremony of thisfeftival,Herod applied Herod 
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plain called Capharfaba, a fpot of ground agree- 
ably fituated for the convenience of wood and wa- 
ter, and a plantation of moft curious trees. This 
town he called Antipatris, from his father Antipa- 
ter . He built, upon another fpot, of ground beyond 
Jericho, a delightful feat, which he called Cypron, 
from the name of his mother. He alfo dedicated 
feveral monumental ftru&ures to the honour of his 
beloved brother Phafael ; asfirfta tower in the city 
itfelf, not inferior, in ftrength and magnitude, to 
that of Pharos, in Alexandria, to which he gave the 
name Phafael. After this he ere&ed a town upon 
the north-fide of the valley of Jericho, which he 
called by the fame name, whereby he rendered the 
country more fruitful through the cultivation of 
the inhabitants he introduced, who were called Herod's li- 
Phafael ites. It would be endlefs to enumerate the beraiuy «o 
benefits he conferred on cities both in Syria and orc, ^ ncM ' 
Greece, and all the places through which he pafled 
in the courfe of histour. He amply fupplied what- 
ever could contribute to the relief of their nccefi:- 
ties, and the advancement of their public works ; 
nor did they want money to fupport them on the 
failure of their revenues. 

But, as the moft magnificent and illuftrious of all 
his undertakings, he rebuilt, at his own particular r^cbvMh 
charge, the temple of Apollo, at Rhodes, and be- d >\' ! 
fto wed upon the inhabitants a great number of ta- az £hu''i 
lents of hlver for the repairs of their fleet. He ex- 
pended a vaft fiim for the repair and finifiiing of fe- 
veral public edifices for the inhabitants of Nicopo- 

lis, near Adtium. He alio built two cloifters at An- 
tioch, (thelargeftcity of Syria,) that ran acrofs the 
town, witha wall betwixt them. They were magni- 
ficently adorned ; and the Areets were paved with 
polifhed ftone, which was of very great advantage 
to the inhabitants. He recovered the reputation of fcutfcnlar 
the Olympic games, which were m a low irate, hisnmmii- 
through want of money to fupport them, appointed Cw>nce * 
revenues for their maintenance, and rendered them 
more venerable as to facrificcs and pompous ex- 
pences ; fo that, on account of his great liberality, 
he was declared, in their infcriptions,to be a perpe- 
tual diredlor of the games. 

For what has been already related concerning Hero |. s 
the trania&ions of Herod, his character muft ap- wfai'ty of 
pear extremely diverlified. If we have refpect to tem r en 
his magnificence and liberality, it will be impoffible 
to deny that he was of abencficicntdifpofition. But 
if, on the other hand, we advert to the punithment 
heinflifted, and the injuries he offered, not only to 
his fubjcdfcs, but his neareft relations, we muft con- 
fefs that he was dead to the feelings of humanity. 
Upon this view of things, his very nature may feem 
to many, a contradi&ion in itfelf ; but 1 mult differ 
from that opinion, and conclude, that the aciions 
above-mentioned, (prang from one and the fame 
principle. Being a man ambitious of honour, he 
was induced to be magnificent, where ever there ap- 
peared any hopes of prefent reputation, or future 
memorial. As his profufion exceeded his income, 
he became burthenfome to his fubjecls ; for his en- 
ormous expences could nor be fupportcdhy juftiii- 
able meafures. He was confeious of the hatred he 
had incurred through his oppreffion, as well as of 
the difficulty of appealing thofe feditious tumults 
that muft enfue there-upon, without either retrench- 
ing his dilburfements, or ihortening his revenue. 

Thus circum (lanced, he endeavoured to render tlu' 
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ill-will of IiV*s fubjcfts coiicIik ivc to Jus emolument, { 
If, therefore, any of his court was not oljfcc|uiotis to 
him in behaviour, or dropped the moft diftant hint 
of any innovation in lib government, they became 
the objects of his vengeance, and, his very 
kindred and friends, were pcrfccutcd with rclciit- 
lcfs cruelty. This arofc from a houndlcfs ambition 
of being honoured ; as did the monuments he creat- 
ed to Carfar, Agrippa, and other illuftrious friends ; 
intimating thereby, his defire of being honoured 
himfclf in like manner, fo that the one might be 
exemplary of the other. Thcfc dedications and ma- II " compel the j 
terials are repugnant to the Jewtfh la ws«> which pre- j| " fabbath-day 
fer rectitude to glory ; fo that the difpofition of our 
nation was not agreeable to that of the king, whofe 
ambition it was to be flattered with ftatues, temples, 
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u Agrippa, to 



J Irate*, fcuate, and people of the Kphe- 
" li,iu j-ndeth greeting. I will that the care andtof£b 
44 cultody of the ficred money, that is carried to the *Pkfc* 
14 temple at Jerufalcm, be left to the Jews, of Alia, 
44 to do with it according to their ancient cuftom : 
44 and that ftich as (leal that facred money of the 
" Jews, and fly to a fanctuary, Ihall he taken thence 
66 and delivered to the Jews, by the fame law that 
u facrilegious perfons arc taken thence, I haveal- 
44 fo written to Sylvanus, the prtctor, that no one 



and other monumental honours ; and, in a word, 
whofe ambition was the fourcc and fpring of his li- 
berality to ftrangers, and his oppreflion of his 
fubjedts. 
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CHAP. X. 

bn Cat far again/! the Greeks. Copies of 
Caefarand Agrippa in their favour . 



THE Jews who dwelt in Afia, and in Cyrene, 
in Africa, fuftained, at this time, the high eft 
injuries from the Greeks, who committed depreda- 
tions on them > under pretence that they carried their 
in emVifly money out of the country; and, in many inftances, 
>£ -the Jews deprived them of thofe privileges and immunities 

they held, by grant of former kings, in common 
•with the reft of the natives. As,uponremonftrance, 
they found no redrefs of grievences, they fent de- 
puties to Cos far, with an appeal againft the Greeks, 
which fo effectually prevailed with the emperor, 
that he fentlettersto the governors of the provinces, 
enjoining them to confirm to the Jews the full en- 
joyment of all their privileges and immunities as 
heretofore. Copies of thefe letters are hereunto 
fubjoined, as teftimonials of the favourable difpofi- 
tion of the Roman emperors towards our nation. 



'he decree 

t" Auguftus 
'afar. 
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I. 44 Casfar Auguftus, high-prieft, and tribune 
of the people, ordains thus : Since the nation of 
the Jews hath been found grateful to the Roman 
people, not only at this time, but in time paft 
alfo, and chiefly Hyrcanus, the high-prieft, ui^der 
my father Cos far. the emperor; it feemed good to 
44 me, and my counfelloirs, according to the fentence 
44 and oath of the people of Rome, that the Jews 
44 have liberty to make ufe of their own cuftoms, 
u according to thelaw of their fathers,as they made 
44 ufe of them under Hyrcanus, the high-prieft of 
4C Almighty God ; and that their facred money be 
44 not touched ; but be fent to Jerufalem ; and that 
4C it be committed to the care of the receivers at 
46 Jerufalem ; and that they be not obliged to go 
44 before any judge on the fabbath-day, nor on the 
44 day of the preparation to it, after the ninth hour. 
4C But if any one be caught fteaiing their holy books, 
44 or their facred money, whether it be out of the 
44 fynagogue, or public fchool, he /hall be deemed 
a facrilegious perfon, and his goods fliall be 
brought into the public treafury of the Romans. 
And I give order,that the teftimonial which they 
have given me, on account of my regard to that 
piety which I exercife towards all mankind, and 
out of regard to Caius Marcus Cenforinus, toge- 
44 ther with the prefent decree, be propofed in that 
44 moft eminent place, which hath been confecrated 
44 to me by the community of Afia, at Ancyra. And 
piftic <c if any one tranfgrefs any part of what is above 
jgaftutc decreed, he (hall be feverely punifhed." This 
wasinferibed upon a pillar in the temple of Caefar. 

* • 

a. 44 Csefar to Norbanus Flaccus, fendeth greet- 
44 iug. Let thofe Jews, how many foever they be, 
44 who have been ufed, according to their ancient 
<c cuftom, to fend their facred money to Jerufalem, 
44 do the fame freely." Thefe were the decrees of 
Ccefar. 

3 • Agrippa, alfo, himfelf, wrote, after the manner 



cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 



cc 

cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 



cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 



4 

and 



. 44 Marcus Agrippa to the magiftrates, fenate, A & 1 
nd people of Cyrene, fendeth greeting. The '"Cji 
Jews of Cyrene have interceded with me for the 
performance of what Auguftus fent orders about 
to Flavius, the then prcetor of Libya, and to the- 
other procurators of that province, that the fa* 
cred money may be fent to Jerufalcm freely, as 
hath been their cuftom from their forefathers ; 
they complaining that they are abufed by certain 
informers, and, under pretence of taxes, which 
were not due, are hindered from fending them; 
which I command to be reftored, without any di- 
minution, or difturbance given to them. And if 
any of that facred money in the cities, be taken 
from their proper receivers. I farther enjoin 
that the fame be cxaftly returned to the Jews 
in that place." 



5. 44 Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconful, to the C Mfc 
44 magiftrates of the Sardinians, fendeth greeting, ran* 
44 Ccefar hath written to me, and commanded ine 

44 not to forbid the Jews, how many foever they bc, Sar£ au«. 
44 from afTembling together, according to thecuf- 
44 torn of their forefathers ; nor from fending their 
44 money to Jerufalem. I have therefore written 
44 to you, thatyou may know that both Ccefar and 
44 1 would have you ad: accordingly." 

6. Nor did Julius Antonius, the proconful, write*"** 
otherwife. 44 To the magiftrates fenate, and peo-lEr^ 
4C pie of the Ephefiaus, fendeth greeting. Asl fiaa * 
44 was difpenfing juftice at Ephefus, on the ides of 
44 February, the jews, that dwell in Afia, demon- 
44 ftrated to me, that Auguftus and Agrippa had 
44 permitted them to ufe their own laws and cuf- 
44 toms, and to offer thofe their firft fruits, whicl 
44 every one of them freely offers to the deity, on 
44 account of piety ; and to carry them in a com- 
44 pany together to Jerulalem, without difturbance. 
44 They alfo petitioned me, that I alfo would con- 
44 firm what had been granted by Auguftus and 
44 Agrippa by my own fandlion . I would therefore 
44 have you take notice, that according to the will 

of Auguftus and Agrippa, I permit them to ufe,' 
4C and do according to the cuftoms of their fore- 
44 fathers, without difturbance. 



cc 



We have cited thefe inftances and precedents, 
that the Greeks may find, on perufal, the honours J 0 *?** 
which have been done us by antiquity, and the 
privileges, in point of cuftom, difcipline, and 
worfhip, that have been, from time to time, gran- 
ted us by fovereign powers, even to the toleration 
of our religion, and the fervice of the true God. 
Thefe decrees are alfo recorded to foften the pre- 
judices which men, deftitute of liberality and can- 
dour, entertain againft us. Nations in general, 
and places in particular, may change in manners 
and cuftoms ; but the grand law of nature is im- 
mutably the fame, and extends indifferently to 
Jews, Greeks, and Barbarians. Upon this prin- 
ciple our laws are formed ; and fo long as we 
maintain them facred, we mutt conciliate the 
efteem of all mankind. This affords me an oppor- 
tunity of recommending candour and benevolence 
to men of all perfuafions, which, when they P{ e ~ % 
vail, will reconcile thofe animofilies that arife 
from difference of opinions, and recommend to 
all mankind virtue, which is the grand and folid 



bafis of human fociety. 
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C H A P- XII. 

<?ri/f/ family dijfenthns enfue upon Herod's rifling the 
fepulchre of David. Judgment inflitled on his guards, 
'f/te hypocrify of Antipater^ and general fallacy of 
the king's relations. Herod cxercifes the grcateji op- 
preffwns and cruelty and is reduced to a ft ate of re- 
tnedilefs horror. 

• * 

a ^ j jEROP Having la viflicd vaft fums in oftentatious 
gcMhefc- xl munificence, both within and without his king- 
g£j£ c0 * dom, and heard that Hyrcanus,hispredeceffor, had 
aT opened David's fepulchre, and taken out of it three 

thoufand talents of filver,and that there was a much 
greaternumber left behind, hedetcrmined on mak- 
ing the like attempt. Taking,therefore, with him, 
fome of his confidents, he conveyed himfelf by night 
into the fepulchre, but with all poffible caution, to 
keep it from the knowledge of the people. He 

found a great ftore of rich plate and ycflels, both 
gold and filver, which he carried off j but was dis- 
appointed in his expedtation of money, as it had 
been all taken away by Hyrcaniis. Beingdefirous, 
however, of making further fearch, he advanced till 
he came to the very coffins in which the bodies of 
David and Solomon were deposited. It is faid, that 
two of his guards were killed bj r aflafhof fire which 
burftout of the recels, which was interpreted as a 
judgment on the raflinefs of the undertaking. Herod 
was (o alarmed at this prodigy, that he not only 
quitted his defign of profeciiting the fearch, but, to 
expiate the facrilegein fome mealure, he ere&ed a 



r 

■ 

mended his prime rnmiftcr Ptolemy, to advifc with 
Antipater on the molt important concern* of Hate ; 
fo that thefe two, in concurrence with the mother, 
might be faid to mould the king either i/ilo love or 
hatred, a s beft ferved their particular intercfts. ♦ 

Alexander and Ariftobulus, on the other. fide who 
were men poffefled of a due fence of honour, could 
not tamely fubmit to fo indign a degradation, as to 
be trampled on by their inferiors. Their wives were 
affected in the fame manner. Glaphyra,thedaughter Fenwiedif- 
of Archelaus, and wife of Alexander, detefted Sa- cntl0n,# 
lome, both from the love file bore her hulband, and 
a female jcaloufy, on feeing the daughter of Sa- 
lome, who was married to Ariftobulus, put upon 
the fame level with hcrfelf. 



* • 



. There fell out, at the fame time, an other unfortu- 
nate circumftance,thatengagedPheroras,theking's 

brother, in the difpute, which arpfe, at.length, to a 
high degree of jealoufy and hatred. Herod made 
an offer to Pheroras of his daughter in marriage : 
but he urged, in excufe for refufal, that he was deft 
perately enamoured with another, whom, though of ^J™™^ 
very inferior rank, he was determined to marry, daughter 
Herod could not but lay this indignity to heart, eft Q Hcro4# 
pecially from a brother, to whom he had given fuch 
a proof of affedtionate regard, as to admit him to a 
fhare of the government. But finding himfelf at 
length fo ungratefully requited, the honor he offer- 
ed him rejected, his good intentions difappointed, 
and that he could not by any means brir.g him to 
reafbn, he married his daughter to the fon of Pha- 
fael, his eldeft brother. Some time after, however, 



moft fumptuous monument of marble at the mouth whenhe thought his brother's love had cooled in a 



of the fepulchre, to bar up the entrance* 
Nicolaus , the hiftorian of thofe times,makes men- 



Accord of 



degree, he went to him, reprehended him for his 
former conduit in giving him fuch a rcpulfe, and, 
as a frefh inftance of his affe<ftion, made him a fe- 
tion of this monument ; butisfilent as to the king's jj cond offer of his other daughter, whofe name was 



going down to the fepulchre, a circumftance fo im- || Cypras 
pious and diflionourable, that he thought it expe- 



dient to fupprefs it. For, being cotemporary with 
the king, and writing his hiftory under his imme- 
diate in{pe<ftion,he was under a necefllty of relating 
fuchcircumftances only as would tend to his honour, 
%vithout even pointing at thofe that would be pro- 
ductive of a contrary effect. The plan he adopted, 
was either to palliate or difguife his moft notorious 
cruelties, and, in fome in fiances, pafs them over un- 
noticed. His partiality, nay mifreprefentation, is 
evident in hisplaufible colouring of the murder of 
Mariamne, and the bafe indignities offered her two 
fons, under pretext of incontinency in the one, and 
a defign upon the life of the father in the other. 
Such adtions as would be admitted praife-w orthy,he 
extolled by the moft: lavifh encomiums ; while thofe 
that were highly reprehenfible, were eith er extenua- 
ted, or paffed over unnoticed. It might be faid, in 
favour of Nicolaus, that he wrote panegyric rather 
than hiftory; not fo much for the information of pos- 
terity , as the gratification of hispatron .With refpedt 
to my felf, being nearly allied to the Afmonean kings, 
and, on that account, attained to the dignity of the 
pricfthood, it is my incumbent duty to relate mat- 
ters as I find them, with all reverence to the defen- 
dants of that prince, but yet with an undeviating 
regard to truth, to which I am determined inflexibly 
to adhere throughout the whole of my hiftory. 

The troubles in Horod's family feemed to be much 
Mutton- a ugmented after this facrilcgious attempt upon the 
r c p f «;nHc : fepulchre of David ; whether from a judicial ven- 
rc ,wmUy geance, to increafe former calamities fo as to render 

them incurable, or whether fortune a flailed him at a 
particular feafon,as a punifhment for his enormous 
crimes, cannot be determined. The feuds in his fa- 
mily refembled the tumult of a civil war, and were 
maintained by the joint effects of outrage and ca- 
lumny 5 but the grand means were the artifice and 
hypocrify of Antipater, who, while,on the one hand, 
hefubornedhiscreaturesto bring accufationsagainft 
his brothers, a£ted himfelf, on the other hand, as an 
advocate in their defence ; thinking, under this dif- 



Jofcphm 
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tofity of 
Antipathy. 



guife, to accomplifli their deftru&ion. He wrought 
fofarupon the king,by thefe artifices, thathe4ooked 
upon him as the guardian of his life : nay, fo high 



In confequence of this propofal, Pheroras applied 
to Ptolemy, who advifed him, by all means, to clofe 
with his brother, nor hazard his fortune, as well as 
quiet, in the lofs of the king's favour, which would 
liibjeA him to the moft imminent danger, and all 
through means of giving way to aridiculous amour. 
Pheroras approved the counfel, and embraced it ; 
begged the king's pardon ; and putting away his 
wife, although he had one child by her,promifed the 
king within a month, to marry his fecond daugh- 
ter; binding himfelf by oath to hold no farther 
converfation with her whom he had renounced. 

But when the thirty days were elapfed,Pheroras 
became fuch a flavetohis paflions, that, regnrdlefs pheroras 
of his promife given to the king,he took the former k"j£ shl * 
woman home, and cohabited with her again. This 
inCenfed Herod to fuch a degree, that he could not 
reftrain his wrath, norkeep from the bittercrtinvee- 
tives on his brother, for a conduct at once fo dii- 
honourable and perfidious. As there were not want- 
ing incendiaries to blow up the flame of domeftic 
difcord, Herod was deprived of all the peaceful en- 
joyments of life,circumftances furnifliinginceffant 
occafions for quarrel amongft his neareft and deareft 
relations. So deadly was the hatred of Salome to 
the fons of Mariamne, that flie would not fuffer her saiomefc 
daughter to enjoy fo much as the conjugal conver- JjJ|£» do ~ 
fation of her ownhufband Ariftobulus, but tarn- broils, 
percd with her to difclofe what had paffed between 
them in private ; and if, at any time, an occurrence 
had made adifagrcementbetwixt them, (lie waspar- 
ticularly careful to widen the breach, and did her 
utmoft endeavour to bring it to a mutual hatred. 
By thefe means fhe becam e acquainted with all their 
concerns, and inducedher daughter to divulge what 
flie had heard from the brothers when they were by 
themfelves, refpe&ing Mariamne and their father, 
whom flie declared they hated ; andwere continually 
threatening, if once they got pofieflion of the king- 
dom, they would make Herod's fons, by his other w^vuiSp 
wives,country (choolmafters,astheirprefenteduca- 8" rh « fc - 
txon, and their diligence m leanng, fully qualified husband, 

She added, that they 



them for that employment 

declared, if ever they faw any of Herod's women 
r — ™ — ~w.^ £«cww. i£l n u A «i. aA a« . j. adornedwiththeir mother's je\vels,they would caufe 

an opinion had he of his fidelity, that herecom- I them to be cloathed in fackcloth, and confined fo 
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clofely, that they flioiilcl not fee the light of flic 
fiiii- Thefe tdlcfl were tarried by Salome to the 
king, who, though tlicy could not but give him 
much concern, endeavoured to make matters up by 
fair means rather than foul ; fo that having rebu- 
ked his fons, and heard the defence they made, he 
contented himfelf, for the prefent ; but foon af- 
ter he was befet with feverc trials* 

Phcroras informed Alexander, the hufband of 
HcrofH Glaphyra, who was daughter of Archclaus, king 
tUTbT of Cappadocia, that he had heard from Salome, 
vhetoras, that Herod was enamoured of Glaphyra, and that 

his paflion for her was unconquerable. Alexander, 
upon hearing this, from his youth and jcaloufy, 
was all on fire, and concluded it was true, from 
obfervations he had made of Herod's obliging be- 
haviour to her. This ftrong fufpicion made fuch 
an impreffion upon him, that he wentimmediately 
to his father, and, with tears in his eyes, told him 
what had pafled between him and Pheroras. This 
calumniating fuggeftion incenfed Herod more than 
ever, as it proceeded from one of his own family, 
to whom he had ever rendered all the good offices 
within his power ; fo that he fent for Pheroras, 
and upbraided him, in the fevered terms, with in- 
severdy grat j tuc [ e> and the vileft deceit. 




upbraids 

Pheroras, in order to exculpate himfelf, declared 
that Salome was the framer of the plot, and that he 
Pheroras h ac j t h e ftory from her mouth : but happening to be 
w?who at hand, fo as to hear this declaration, flie vehe- 
hcSi? atcs ment ty exclaimed, thatit was a malicious falfhood, 
cr c * contrived to take away her life, in revenge for the 

zeal and afFe&ion flie had (hewn for the faving of 
the king's, who, at this inftaiit, (he averred, was in 
greater danger than ever. She added, it was no 
wonder that Pheroras fhould hate her, as flie was the 
only perfon who perfuaded her brother to put away 
the wife he now had, and to take the king's daugh- 
ter. As (lie faid this, flie tore her hair, and beat 
her bread, and gave proof of the greateft a&s of 
difllmulation. Pheroras was now in the greateft 
anxiety of mind, between two inextricable difficul- 
ties ; for he could neither deny what he told to Alex- 
ander, or difprove what Salome had faid to him. 
They, however, maintained the difpute a confider- 
able'time, till Herod, being difgufted with the fub- 
je&, difmifled them both ; highly commending the 
moderation of his fon, as well as his candour, in 
coming fo frankly to him with the ftory. Salome 
incurred thedifgrace of being thefuppofed author- 
efs of this calumny, and the king's wives were 
ready to avail themfelves of it, fo that he was in- 
cefTantly difturbed with complaints from one or 
the other, and his uneafinefs was not a little in- 
creafed by the following incident. 

Obodas was at that time king of Arabia, a prince 
totally addicted to indolence. His affairs were under 
the fole management of Syllasus, a man of graceful 
perfon and addrefs. and in the prime of life. This 
Syllabus, coming upon fome occafion to Herod, 
and feeing Salome, became enamoured of her, and 
made her an overture of marriage. Salome, lofing 
her brother's efteem dailv, difcovered no averfion 
to the propofed match ; fo that, upon farther con- 
Thearaours verfetion, it was obferved, by their countenances 
of SyiiTui and geftures, that the amour advanced on both fides. 
6c Salome. The women acquainted the king with the affair, and 



continence* 



Herod now determined, at the importunity of Sa- 
lome, to marry hi, own daughter, whom Pheroras 
had refufed, to a fon Salomchad by Coftobarus, But 
Phcvovas diUuadcd him from it, alledging, that a 
fenfc of the death of his father wouldcool his af- Her(tf t 
fedion, and advifed him rather to giveher to histasta 
own fon, who was to lucceed him in the government, ^fatj 
The king to ok his coun fel, gave her an hundred la- 
lentsfor her portion, and all former mifunderftand- 
ings were forgotten, 

NotwithftandingthiscompremifebetweenHerod 
and his brother Phcroras, feudsand animofities ftill jMa* 

prevailed in his family. It feems he had three at-He?$£ 
tendant eunuchs, for whom he had a great partiali- 
ty ; and that fome officious tale-bearer had told him, 
that Alexander had been tampering with them,for 
a fum of money, to betray him. Upon this infor- 
mation, the eunuchs were put to thctorture, todif- 
cover what had pafled betw een tfyem and Alexander. 
They confefled that they had fome conference with 
Alexander, but denied any knowledge of his hav- 
ing a treafonable defign upon the life of his father. 
The tormentors, at the inftance of Antipaten* 
preffed them ftill harder and harder, till, at length, 
in the extremity of anguifli, they declared, " That 1*$%^ 
u Alexander bore a mortal hatred to his father, fc ^ M * 
" and endeavoured to {educe them from their alle- 
" giancetohim, as a prince infirm and impotent, 
" though he ufed artifices to conceal the decay ofna- 
" ture ; that, if they would come over to him, they 
" ftiouldfoonbepreferred tothe firft oificersofftate; 
" as the government muft not only defcend to him : 
c< of courfe, but matters were fo concerted, as to 
" put it out of his father's power to difappoint it, 
" as he had formed a powerful party among the 
" officers and the king's friends, who were deter- 
<c mined to ftand by him at the hazard of their lives 
" and fortunes/' 

* 

Herod was greatly agitated by this confeffion, Hcro<J 
which carried in it both reproach and menace, and, 
for fome time, at a lofs how to proceed, in order aUrac ^ 
to prevent furprize, and avoid impending danger. 
Upon deliberation, it appeared moft expedientnot 
to go openly to work, but carry on his defign of de- 
tection by Ipies and informers. He was now 
fraught with fufpicion and hatred againft all about 
him ; and,byindulging thofefufpicions for the fake 
of his preservation, he continued to lufpedl thofe 
who were guiltlefs. Nor did he fet any bounds to nUeMt 
his fufpicions; if or the nearer the relation, the great- 
er was his apprchenlion, as fnppofing they had bet- pjC,0fl * 
ter opportunity of effecting his deftruction. With 
relpedt to fuch as were totally detached from him, 
the flighteft information was their certain deftruc- 



tion. The fituationof his attendants and domcfiics 
was Angularly embarralling; for their only feenrity 
was to culumniate each other ; by which practice, 
even when they fucceeded, they drew upon them- 
felves fucli envy and deteftation, that feldom failed 
of meeting with itsdefert. So it was alio with re- 
w jfpectto private pique ; for informers were generally 

reprefented it in a moft ridiculous light. But Herod II entrapped in the fnare they laid for others. The 



did not give credit to it, till having fet Pheroras as 
a fpy over them, he brought him word, that, by 
what he had gathered from the information of looks 
and figns, there was an amour between them. Syl- 
lneus, foon after this, took his departure ; but within 
the courfe of two or three months returned, and 
treated with Herod himfelf concerning the match, 
pointingoutthe advantages that wouldaccrue there- 
from to him, not only in point of commerce, but 
with refpeft to his own right to a confiderable part 
of the country already. The king, upon this, alked 
his fifter if fiic was difpofed to the match ; and flie, 

without hefitation, replied in theaffimative. But II and thofe in particular to whom he had been moft 



king had occafionally fome qualms of confeience, 
for taking away the lives of fuch members with 
out trial or conviction, though he perfifted in thewj*- 
(am e i niqui tous and cruel proceedings. At length, 
however, in the conclufion, and after the deduc- 
tion of fo many innocents, he was fo far commen- 
dable, as to execute juftice upon the falfe wit neffes, 
who had fo vilely fold the blood of their fellow- 
creatures. 

The palace was now in a ftate of diftra tftion ; J ht ^ 
many of the king's friends were banifhed thence, i n on fuaoi 



when Syllseus was informed of the nccefllty of con- 
forming to the Jewifli religion, if he efpoufed the 
king's lifter, he could not alfent to thefe terms, af- 



attached, as Andromachus and Gemellus, two of 
his principalfavourites. Thefe miniftershadferved 
him both abroad and at home, in embaffies and 
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coitficit^i in flic careful education of lib Tons, and, 
in fine, in offices of the greateft tnift and impor- 
tance. He renounced Audromaclnts, for the kind- 
jicfr Alexander had flicwn to his fon Demetrius ; 
and Gemellus, for the refpett he bore to Alexan- 
der, having been his tutor and companion in his 
travels to Rome. It is probable lie would have 
treated them with more fevcrity, had he not been 
awed by their great popularity ; fo that be content- 
ed hinifelf with depriving them of their offices, 
and baniflicil them the court, that he might carry 
on his cruel purpofes without controul. 

Thefe difafters, fo difgraceful to Herod, as a 

mw* prince anc ' a n,an > fprang from the pernicious coun- 
IhcSrbof f e ls of Antipater, who, findinghim fearful and fuf 
iu«>> picions, inhnuatcd himfelf into his confidence, gra- 
tified his humour, and caufed hira to imbibe, as a 
political maxim, " that itisneceffary to make fure 
" of all thofe who have power to do niifcbief/' 
Herod followed this maxim ; for when he had ex- 
pelled Andromachus, and the reft of his friends, 
who had the honefty and courage to tell him plain 
truths, and gave him wholefome advice, he put all 
the confidents of Alexander to the queftion, con- 
xhfffrfcnJi corning treafonable plots and commotions, when 

they all died upon the torture, having nothing to 
ia«dw conrefs- This generous conftancy being taken for 

obftinacy, induced iliis fufpicious and cruel prince 
to increafe the torments ; though with this extre- 
mity they couh; ncc : xtort the fhadow of adifloyal 
thought cxprefieii . t any time by his fon Alexan- 
der. Antipater, with his wonted artifice, infinuated, 
that it was a point of honour in them, rather to 
deny the truth in queftion, than violate the truft 
repofed in them ; by which means he incited Herod 
to attempt to difcover, by the torture of great 
numbers, what attempts might be concealed. 

At length, one under torture declared, that when 
Alexander was commended, as a graceful perfon, 
!u«»Jer.and a flcilfui markfman, he obferved, that thefe 

qualifications, given by nature, though defirable 
in tbemfelves, were not advantages to him, as they 
excited the envy and jealoufy of his father. He 
added, that when he walked along with his father, 
he endeavoured to deprefs and fliorten himfelf, 
that he might not appear too tall ; and that when 
he was hunting, if his father was near, he miffed his 
m^rk from defign, as he knew his father was am- 
bitious of excelling in thofe exercifes. Upon this 
pretended difcovery, they refpited the man's tor- 
ture ; and he proceeded with his declaration, that 
Alexander and Ariftobulus had entered into a con- 
fpiracy once to take away their father's life as he 
was hunting, and if they (ucceeded, Alexander was 
to fly to Rome, to demand the fucceflion. There 
were certain letters alfo produced from him to his 
brother, complainingof his father, forgivingaway 
two hundred talents a year in land to Antipater. 
Herod looked upon all this as fufficient evidence to 
confirm the fufpicion he had of his children, and, 

He»raaj e ' n con fequence, had his fon apprehended and made 
pitar. prifoncr ; not that he gave much credit to what 

he heard, as they could have no intereft in his des- 
truction ; nor was it probable they fliould go to 
Rome to folicit his kingdom, after a moft notori- 
ous parricide. In the mean time, however, Alex- 
ander being imprifoned, without any plaufible pre- 
text to juftify f uch a menace in the opinion of the 
multitude, Herod could not think himfelf fecure, 
without giving them fome fatisfadtory reafon ; 
and, to that end, put divers of Alexander's confi- 
dents and friends to the torture, and afterwards to 
death, in order to colour the pretence of his guilt, 
but they could not bring them to confefs. 

While the palace was in this confufion, and no- 
Wcfon thing to be feen or heard of but tumult, terror, and 
;«hoftca torment, a young man, in the utmoft agony of tor- 
mher. tur ^i confefied that Alexander had written to fome 



on 



pared at AfkaJon* Tim nccttfti tion had fuel) cre- 
dit with Herod, that he immediately ordered the 
drifted enquiry to be made after the poifbn, but 
could obtain no information. 



Alexander was Co far from Juifcio 




under this op- Conftancy 
denial or dc- jutumof 



predion, that he neither attempte 

fence ; partly to exafperatehis father, by fliewing Ak«ujacr. 
contempt on his outrageous behaviour, and partly 
to put him to fliamc, for his ablurd credulity and 
fulpicion. He fent him four letters, in which he gave 
him to undcrftand, that he need not torture any 
more people upon queftions to learn the truth of 
things, as he could aflure him there was a confpi- 
racy againft his life, and that Pheroras, and feveral 
others, whom he leaft fufpe&ed, Were concerned in 
it. He told him of the indecent behavior of Salome 
and, in a word, affured him, that there was a gene- 1 ' 
ral refolution formed for taking him off, as neither 
freedom or happihefs could be expefted while he 
was living ; and amongft the lift of confpirators 
were two, named Ptolemy and Sapinriius, in whom" 
he moft confided. 

• * 

The court, at this time, refembled a den of feroci- 
ous animals, rather than a focicty of the moft po- 
lifhed of mankind, as nothing prevailed therein, but 
calumny, treachery and murder.' Thepalace, which 
was the feat of mirth and feftive (port, was hew be- 
come the manfion of gloomy defpair ; and Herod 
was as weary of his own as he had made others Herod be- 
of theirs ; for, as he could not rcpofe confidence in co ™ cst . r ? , y 
any man hving,his prclent itate was truly miferablc ; 
and he had no profpedt before him, but that of con- 
fufion and horror. He could not be faid to enjoy a 
moment's reft, lleeping or waking, for hideous re- 
prefentations, and horrid imaginations. At one 
time fancy would point out to him his Ton with a 
dagger at his breaft, and at another time fuggeft 
fome tremendous idea ; fo that, in a word, he was 
as miferable as confeious guilt, and the dread of 
juftice, could poffibly make him. 

CHAP. XII, 

Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, interp'ofes to affctt a re- 
conciliation between Alexander and his father. Phe- 
roras obtains pardon of Herod \ who goes to Rome, and 
reconciles 7 it us ^ governor of Syria, to Archelaus. 



w 



shrewd 
manage- 



HEN Archelaus heard of the diftra<5ted ftate 
of Herod's mind, through the fufpicions and 
diflentions which prevailed in his family, he deemed 
it the P^t both of a father and a friend, to exert 
his beft endeavours to compofe the differences be- 
twixt the king and his daughter and fon-in-law, 
for whom he had a very great atfedlion. When he 
found, upon his arrival, that Herod was aim oft Arcndauj'a 
tranfported beyond the bounds of reafon, he _ 
thought it imprudent to reprove him, or charge mcnt?o 
him with the rafhnefs of his conduA, as it would ^tore^ 
moft probably bring»on a difputc, that would de- j^Jg^ 0 
feat the defign on which he came. He therefore " Mt er ' 
transferred the blame to Alexander, declaring the 
king had done nothing but what wasjuft and honou- 
rable ; and that, for his part, he would totally rcjecTt 
Glaphyra as a daughter, if he fiiould find ihehad 
been privy to a plot, and not difcovered it. This 
afFe&ed zeal of Archelaus in vindication of Herod, 
brought him, upon reflection, to a fenfe of his late 
conduct, fothat he greatly abated of his rigour to- 
wards his fon. From this fudden change ofdif- 
pofition the king, who lately accounted everj' man 
his enemy that fpoke in favour of Alexander, now 
burft into tears on hearing Archelaus cenfure him. 
feverely ; and requefthe would not tranfport him- 
felf to that degree of paffion, for the folly and ralh- 
nefs of an inexperienced youth. 

When Archelaus had thus brought Herod into a 
more tractable temper, he palliated the matter, by 
transferring the blame to the advice of evil coun- 



friends of his at Rome, to inform Csefar, that there I fcllors j obferving, itmuft be owing to them, that 



was a confpiracy againft him, and that if he was 
lent for thither, he would difcover it ; for that his 
father had abandoned the intereft of Rome, to 



a young man, who had no malice in his nature, was 
corrupted; andthat he apprehended there was more 
reafon to fufpedt the brother than the fon. This 



treat with Mithridates, king of the Parthians ; ad- || excited Herod's difpleafure with Pheroras, who, 
hig withal, that there was a poifon already pre- refie&ing that Archelaus had the greateft influence 
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with Ij i ^ brother, mo ft importunately rcfjiiefted hh 
iiit f-rccflfon with him in lis* behalf* Arclselaiudid 
not reject his fuit, but gave him to urulcrilantl, that 
he could not undertake to change the king'* difpo- 
iitton towards him immediately /recommending to 
him, as his belt advice, to calk himfclf at his bro- 
ther's feet, confefs himfclf the caufe of all the ca- 
lamities of the family, and humbly implore his 
pardon and forgivenefs. By following the advice 
of Archelaus, Pheroras gained his point in both 
rcfpelh ; for the calumnies raifed againft Alexan- 
der, were, beyond all expectation, wiped off; and 
Herod, at the inftance of Archelaus, was reconci- 
led to his brother. Herod was fo fcnfible of the 
obligations he lay under to the king of Cappado- 
cia, that, on his return to his own country, he dif- 
niifled him with the mod valuable prefents. It 
was agreed upon between the two kings, that He- 
rod (hould go to Rome, to inform Caefar of the 
prcfent ftate of his family, as he had written to 
him upon that fubjeft. They went together as far 
as Ant'ioch, where Herod effedted a reconciliation 
between Archclaus and Titus, the governor of 
Syria, and then returned to Judaea. 

C H A P. XIII. 




n;tcs. 



Revolt of the people of Traction. They are overcome 

Herod's troops, and received and protected by 
Syllaeus. Herod applies to the Roman governors to 
deliver up the rebels, who order fatisfattion to be 
made him. 

N Herod's return from Rome, a war broke out 
between him and the Arabians, on the folio w- 
Caufc of ing occafion. The inhabitants of Trachon, a pro- 
o.W thc " v,nce that Caefar had taken away from Zenodorus, 
Tracho- and given to Herod, when they could no longer 

live by pillaging, were reduced to theneceffity of 
following agriculture, an employment that yielded 
them neither fatisfa&ion or profit. Herod, for 
fome time, maintained a degree of order amongft 
them, and reftraincd them from making depreda- 
tions on their neighbours, by which he acquired a 
deferred reputation. But, upon his goingto Rome, 
to accufe his fbn Alexander, and commit Antipater 
to Cajfar's protection, the Trachonites fpread a ru- 
mour of his death, revolted from his dominion, and 
betook themfelves again to their accuftomed way of 
pillaging their neighbours. But they were quickly 
fupprefled by the king's troops. Only forty of the 
heads of them made their efcape, and retired into 
Arabia, where Sylheus (ftill difgufted at the refufal 
of Salome) afforded them an hofpitable entertain- 
ment within a well fortified place. From thence 
they not only over ran Judara, but Coelo-Syria, 
Syiixus s,nd carried off their prey ; while Syllasus afforded 
free- them protection during their linquitious practices. 

bco;crs. 

When Herod returned from Rome, and found his 
dominions had fuftained great injury from them, 
and that he could not come within reach of the 
frce-booters themfelves, fo long as they were under 
the protection of the Arabians, he was fo incenfed, 
that he made an incurfion into Trachon, where he 
put whole families to the fword. This tranfported 
them to fuch a degree of rage, being obliged by the 
law of their country to avenge themfelves on the 
murderers of their kindred, that Herod's domi- 
nions were never free from their incur/ions. Un- 
rcro irc- dcrthefe circumftances he applied himfelf toSatur- 
hcrarobc ninus and Volumnius, Caefar's governors of thofe 
iitveitfa provinces^o deliverthofe plunderers intohis hands. 

This requtfition enraged them the more ; and col- 
lecting in a body, to the number of a thoufand, 
they ranged up anddowu,committingdepredations 
in town and country, and laying all wafte before 
them ; fo that their proceedings had, in every re- 
fpect, the appearance of a war. Herod, therefore, 
infifted on the free-booters being delivered up, and 
the re-payment of the fixty talents which he, by the 
hands of Syllasus, had lent to Obodas. 

Syllaeus, who had now ufiirped the government 
of Obodas, denied that the plunderers were in 



Arabia, and put offth'. payment of ibr money, till 
the Roman governors, Sutafuitmhiutd Volumnius, 91.%, 
ordered the debt to be fully difebarged within the 
cornpaf* of thirty days, and that they Ihould reci-^«n 
procally deliver up the fubjc<£ts on each fide. Tim JilJjJ 
mandate cxpofed the fallacy of Sylhcus ; for not * 
one Arabian had taken fault uary with Herod, 
while gt eat numbers of robbers were found under 
the protection of the Arabians. 



C H A P. XIV. 



Syllaeus violates his word. Herod obtains permiffon to 
recover his right by force. Takes Repta by affdult. 
Defeats the Arabians. Marches with three thoufand 
Idumaeans to Trachon. 

WHEN the time appointed for the payment of 
the money, according to the order of theRo-$ y i !tK 
man governors, was paft, without Syllasus having J^b 

fulfilled his agreement, Herod, hearing he was-ajpu 
gone to Rome, peremptorily demanded fatisfa&i- RQn * 

on, both as to the debt, and the delivering up of the 
plunderers. But finding the Arabians obftinately 
perfift in withholding juftice, he obtained permit 
fion of Saturninus and Volumnius, to attempt the 
recovery of his right by force 5 and, in three days, He 
made a confiderable progrefs with an army into 
Arabia. Arriving at length at the caftle called ^ 
Repta, whither the free-booters had retired for 
(helter, he took it by aflault, and then demolifhed 
the fortifications, without doing the leaft injury to 
the inhabitants. In the mean time Nacebus, the 
Arabian general, advanced with a reinforcement 
to the fiiccour of his party, and there enfued an 
engagement, in which the army of Herod fuftained 
very little lofs ; but many of the Arabians, toge- 
ther with their general, wereflain, and the remain- 
der fcatteredand put to flight. 

* A 

The kinghavingnowchaftifedthefe free-booters, - - 
marched with 3-00 Idumaeans into the country of 

Trachon, in order to keep the plunderers in that 
quarter under reftridtion. Herod fent a particular 
account of thefe proceedings to the Roman goter? 
norsin Phoenicia, giving them tounderftand, that 
he had not exceeded the bounds of his commiflion* 
in bringing to condign punifhment the refractory 
Arabians, which, uponaninveftigation of the mat- 
ter, they found to be confident with the authority 
he had received from the Roman ftate. 



•..:>•> 
1 .v.. 



• 
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CHAP. XV. 



Syllaeus gives falfe intelligence at Rome, and prefents 
Caefar with the particulars. Caefar, in a letter of rc- 
proof, cenfures the conduit of Herod The infolence 
of the Arabians. Herod's ambaffadors are denied 
audience of Caefar. Death of Obodas, and fucceffiois 
of Ar etas, whofe ambaffadors and prefents are refufed 
by Caefar. Nicolaus, of Damafcus, if fent on 
embaffy by Herod. 



an 



INconfequence of Herod's conduct towards the 
Arabian free-booters, Syllabus haft encd to Rome, 
where he totally mifrepreiented every circumftance befort 
concerning it. He had already infinuatcd himfelf fo 
far as to be perfonally known to Caefar, to whom, as 
he was walking before his palace, he addrefled a 
complaint of Herod's having entered Arabia with 
an army, overturned the government, ravaged the 
country, flain 2500 noble Arabians upon the (pot, 
with his friend and kinfman Nacebus, their ge- 
neral, amongft the reft, pillaged Repta of vafttrea- 
fure that was depofited there, and all this through 
the advantage he took of the infirmities of Obo- 
das, who had neither troops in readinefs tooppofe 
him, or a general in his abfence fit for conftnaud* 
Syllasus added invidioully, that he would not 
have undertaken this journey to Rome, but in full 
confidence that Caefar would provide for the pub- 
lic peace of all his people ; and that, had he 
been there, he would have exerted himfelf in fuch 



fait*. 
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M fiv;nnif;r ri *i would not Iiavc redounded cither to 
the honour or advantage of Herod. 

This rcprcfciitattou of the matter enraged, C,*a> 
,lir, who enquired of Herod's friends, as well as 
his own, who lately came out of Syria, whether or 
not Herod had led his army to any place out of 
his own jurilUidlJon. When this could not be de- 
nied, he admitted the truth of all that had been 
Jaid before him by Syllams, and immediately lent 
a letter of reproof to Herod, giving hiin to under- 
hand, that " whereas formerly he had ufed him as 
his friend, he fliouldnow treat him as his fubje<5t."* 



Thi Tra- 

nfj ag-inft 
him. 



H« embafly 



JJ1«7 " - *t 

Syllams alfo wrote an account of this to the Arabi- 
ans, who, finding that Herod was in difgrace with 
Collar* neither delivered up the robbers, who had 
fled to them, or paid the money that was due, ac- 
cording to the contract fiibfifting between them. 
The people of Trachon, availing themfelvesof this 
opportunity, rofe againft the garrifons in Idumsea, 
joined the Arabian ravagers, laid wafte the coun- 
try, and took ample vengeance of Herod for his 
late rigorous proceedings againft them. 

Herod, having loft the favour of Caefar, was un- 
der a neceffity of bearing thefe infults ; for bothhis 
courage and credithad failed him. He endeavoured 
to exculpate himfelf by his ambafladors, who, were, 

„ tcjSS at firft, denied audience, and afterward perempto- 
tjCifar. r j]y difmiffed, without any attention being paid to 

the bufinefs of their embafly* Herod could not 
but entertain apprehenfions of the fubtle infinua- 
tions of Syllabus, who improved the difpleafure of 
the emperor to his own advantage ; and finding him 
extremely credulous, and pliant to his will, made the 
beft of his opportunity to work upon him in his 
own behalf to the prejudice of Herod. 

* 

Obodas being dead, and fucceeded by iEneas, 
Arcusfuc- w hofe name, on his acceffion to the government, 
Strfir was changed to Ar etas, Syllaeus endeavoured, by ca- 
° ~' ~~ f ]umnies and pre fen ts to Auguftus, to bring about 

his expulfion from his principality, and engrofs the 
power to himfelf. He was induced to this attempt 
from the difguft that Caefar took to Aretas, for en- 
tering upon the adminiftration without his know- 
ledge and confent. The new king fent ambafla- 
dors to Casfar, with complimentary letters, and 
magnificent prefents, and, amongft the reft, a gol- 
den crown of immenfe value. Thefe letters con- 
tained a pofiti ve charge againft Syllasus for poifon- 
inghisfovereignObodas,ufurping his government, 

debauching the wives of the Arabians, and taking 
up vaft funis of money to accomplifli his purpofes. 
ButCzefar rejected his embafly, as he had done that 
, * of Herod, without paying the leaft regard to his 

embafly & u . c c 11 

prcfcntsof accufatiou or byilseus. 

Aretas. 

In the mean time affairs in Judaea and Arabia be- 
came more and more perplexed, partly through 
the anarchy and confufion which prevailed, and 
partly becaufe there was no rule maintained ; one 
of the kings being not yet eftablifhed in his go- 
vernment, and the other carrying no fway over 
his people : for Herod was fo circumftanced, that 
he could not aflert his regal authority without of- 
fending Auguftus, and therefore was under ane- 
ceffitv of fubmitting to all indignities. At length, 



kingdom o 
Arabia. 



Ciftr re 
je&» i he 



being brought to the laft extremity, he took up a 
final refolution of attempting to appeafe the anger 
of Caefar, through the mediation of his friends, 
and trying the effect of a third embafly to Rome ; 
on which important bufinefs he deputed Nicolaus, 
of Damafcus, an expert logician, and an accom- 
pliftied orator. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Great diffeutions in Herod's family* Eurycles ingrati- 
ates himfelf with Herod. Obtains the confidence of 
Alexander. His perfidy and fraud to acquire wealth 
He is b unified out of Lacedaemon. Herod fiill credit* 
Ions and jealous. Jucundus and Tyr annus banifbed 
the courts and forced by torture to accufe Alexander. 
The governor of Alexandrian put to the qneftion. 
Counterfeit letters produced againft Alexander. The 
falfe vmnejfes arc ftomd at Jericho. Salome betrays 



The brothers pr off* cut fid upvt S 4 faint's 
Examination of Glaphyra and Alex- 



Ariflobulfts* 

inform at ton. 

under , who deny the charge. Caefar is reconciled to 
Herod. Nicolaus exhibits an accufation againft Sy/- 
lac us, and defends the canfc of Herod* Syllaeus vio- 
lates his oath. Caefar fends Herod a letter of con-* 
dole nee. 



HEROD's family was now in a (late of the ut- 
moft diffraction, through the prevalence of in- 
teftine jcaloulics, which threatened the dircft cala- 
mities, and chiefly arofc upon the following occa- 
fion. There was one Eurycleo, a Lacedaemonian, 
a man of noble extraction, but pcrfervc difpofition, 
and an adept in all the arts of the profoundeft dif- 
fimulation. This Eurycles cultivated the friend- 
fhip of Herod, through a mutual exchange of pre- 
fents, and other good offices with him in ihehoufe 
of Antipater, by which means he became familiar- 
ly acquainted with Alexander, as pretending to 
him that he was in great favour with Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, and alfo that he entertained 
the higheft refpeiftfor Glaphyra. Under this fem- 
blance he minutely obferved whatever pafied in 
the family, in order to avail himfelf as opportunity 
might offer. In fine, he wasfo arch an hypocrite, 
as to conceal his defigns from the keeneft pene- 
tration ; and, though a monfter of perfidy, pafs 
upon mankind as the moft ingenious and difinter- 
efted man in the world. ISy his arts he obtained 
the confidence of Alexander, who difclofcd to him 
all his fecrets, and repofed in him an unlimited 
truft. He gave him a detail of his misfortunes, 
fiich as the unkindnefs of his father, the death of 
his mother, and theincreafing power and influence 
of Antipater. He reprefentcd his oppreflion as 
intolerable, as the king's averfion was become fo 
inveterate, that he would not admit his children to 
his table nor converfation. Thefe complaints 
Alexander creduloufly imagined would remain 
undifclofed in the breaft of Eurycles; but they 
were all by him conveyed to Antipater, whom he 
told, that he did not bring him the information 
from any interefted view, but from a motive off 
friendfliip, and a fenfe of the very great impor- 
tance of the concern, warning him, at the fame 
time, to beware of Alexander. 



Eurycles 
infmur.tei 
himfelf in- 
to the 
friendship 
of Herod, 
Antipater, 
anJ Alex- 
arid ex. 



Obtain i 
rewards 

from Anti- 
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Antipater looked upon this as a lingular inftance 
of the refped and friendfliip of Eurycles, made ac- 
knowledgment of it by very confiderable prefents, 
and at length related the purport of the informa- 
tion to Herod- The king was fo prepoflefled with 
a difpofition to believe every evil report againft 
Alexander, that, through the force of fuch preju- 
dice, and divers ambiguous hints in the courfe of 
converfation, he contracted a hatred for him more- 
implacable than ever. 

Having obtained from him a prefent of fifty ta- 
lents for his fuppofed generous fervice, the perfi- 
dious Eurycles went to Archelaus, with lavifh en- 
comiums on his fon Alexander, infinuating to him, 
at the fame time, the great pleafure and happinefs 
he had derived in being accefiary* upon feveraloc- 
cafions, towards compofing the difrerencesbetween 
him and his father. His arts prevailed likewife 
with Archelaus, who gratified him with a pecuniary 
prefent ; and this impofhire he carried on without 



detection by any one of the feveral parties. He then 
returned to his own country, where he followed 
the practice of his bafe arts, till he was at length 
difcovered, brought to jufticc, and, as the vileftof 
inifcreants, banifbed Lacedaemon. 



Hciod's 



Herod was not now difpofed, as before, towards avenionco 
Alexander and Anftobulus, when he was content !» s f° n < 

ip create* 

with hearing the calumnies which others raifed 
againft them, but entertained fo implacable an ha- 
tred, as to urge many to defamation contrary to 
their will. He obferved all that pafied, put quef- 
tions, and attended to all informations that ho 
thought might tend to criminate them, till, at 
length, he heard, that one Everatus, of Coos, was 
confederate with Alexander ; a circumftancc that 
leemed to give him great fatisfa&ion. 



A 
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Cihirnnit ; aguinfi flic brother* daily inereafed ; 
;»ud it fecmed a matter of general concern, tocr.hi- 
bit fomc deadly charge, under pretence of regard 
for the preservation of t lie king- There were two 
prrfons, called Jucundus and Tyrannus, formerly 
of flerod'a guards, men much admired for their 
(i.Mure, ftrcngth, and agility, but having incurred 

the (lifj)lcafure of Herod, they were banifhed the 
court. Alexander knowingthc valour and activity 
of thefc men, entertained them as guards of hi* 
pcribn, and treated them with every inftancc of 
liberality. The king, therefore, being fufpicious 
of them, had them put to the queftion, upod tor- 
ture, concerning the con (piracy. Having fu (Valu- 
ed the anguifli for fome time, with incredible refo- 
lution, they at length confefTed that Alexander 
had folicited them to take an opportunity of kil- 
ling the king, while he was upon the hunt, as the 
fadfc might be evaded under colour of a fall from 
hishorfe, upon his own fpear, efpccially as he had 
narrowly efcaped that accident once before. They 
made a farther difcovery of money hid in the lia- 
ble, and fomc of the king's lances and darts, de- 
livered out by the mafter of the game to the fer- 
vants of Alexander, by his own order. 

After the fe^ the governor of Alexandrion was 
put to the torture, upon the queftionsof promifing 
ThcjDw- to receive the brothers into his fortrefs, and of put- 

Aiexandri- tln &' * nto t ' le > r hands the king's treafure that was 

there depoiited. The governor denied the charge ; 

but his fon avowed it, and produced letters under 
Alexander's hand, as he pretended, to this cffe&. 
ic When we have finifhed all that we have propofed 
" to do, we will attend you ; but do your endea- 
vours, a ccordingto prouiife, to receive us into 
" your fortrefs." After this writing was produced, 
Herod was confirmed in his fufpicion of the trea- 
cherous defign of his fons ; but Alexander peremp- 
torily infilled that is was the malicious contrivance 
of Autipater, and a forgery by his fecretary 
FoTgcryof Diophantus, who was a man (killed in fuch illicit 
tSeuwy.* practices, and afterwards con vide d and punilhed 

for the fame. 

Herod being now at Jericho, after putting the 
wztnelies to the torture, had them brought thither , 
to accufe his fons before the people, who (toned 
many of them to death, as, in their rage, they 
would have done Alexander and Ariftobulus, had 
not Herod prevented them by means of Ptolemy 
and Pheroras. They were, however, committed 
to clofe cuftody ; and fpies fet upon them, to ob- 
fervc every thing they did or faid ; and, in 
fact, they were treated as condemned criminals. 

In this extremity Ariftobulus endeavoured to ex- 
cite Salome, his aunt, and mother-in-law, to com- 
palfionfor his diftrefs, and to ajuft indignation for 
the author of it ; rcprefenting toher the danger (lie 
was in, from lying under an accufation of holding 
private correfpondence with Sylkeus, about the 
siiomc king's affairs, in hopes of marrying him. Salome 
betxay* 9 carried thefc words to her brother, who, in the 
fjy^j 11 * bent of his paffion, commanded both his fons to 

be bound, kept feparate from each other, and en- 
joined to commit, feverally to writing the parti- 
culars of their treafonablc defign. They wrote 
according tothe king's command, and both agreed 
ia the fame declaration, that they had never con- 
ch.ugeuf ceived a treacherous defign. They acknowledged, 
0 ' indeed, an intention of making their cfcape ; and 
the life they led under perpetual jealoulies was 
worfe than death. 

About this time there came on embafly to Herod, 
qocftinj" from Archelaus. king of Cappadocia, one Mela, a 
to Alcxan- per fon ofdiftinguifhed rank in that country. Herod, 
the ambaf- defirous of (hewing tiie ill-will he fuppofed Arche- 
faJDrof lausbore him, fentfor Alexander out of prifon, and 

Archelaus, 1 - - 1 
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copliatits nud I'.'U'i ring**: Inv- iiJiuuaf cd tu luc' ou* 
trary* II r had dec hired, hr laid, ti at JucuimIu* 
and Tyrantitis might he examined more parricu- 
hil ly j hut it was agreeable to the defign ul Autipa- 
ter to have them difpatched ; Co that, at his \ui\\- 
gation, they fell by the hands of the multitude. 

After this declaration, in the hearing of the am- 
balfador, Ifcrod commanded hint and Alexander to 
betaken to Glaphyra, and that Ihc/hould be ilri^tly 
interrogated as to tins abominable confpiracy r 
againft his life. They were no fooner come with- j&Jb 
in view of the princefs, than, upon light of her 
hufband in chains, flic exhibited tokens of the utmoll 
phrenzy, tearing her hair, and uttering the moft ^ 
piercing groans, which were anfwered by deep 
fetched fighs from Alexander, infomucb, that the 
furrounding multitude was ftruck with aftonifh- 
nient. Ptolemy at length put the queftion to the 
prince, whether his wife was privy to his anions? 
Hereplied, " How is it poflible that the women I 
tc love dearer than life, and by whom I have had 
<c endearing pledges of that love, fliould be uneonf- 
cc cious of my actions ?" The princefs then exclaim- 
ed, that cc me never knew he entertained a wicked 
" defign j but that, if her accufing herfelf falfely, 
would tend to his prefervation, {he would con- 
c< fefs it all." Alexander declared, that "they 
" were innocent of the charge ailed ged againft 
" them, by thofe from whom they had deferved 
4 * better things ; but if an intention of making 
4c their way to Archelaus, and then to Rome, was 

to be imputed to them as treafon, they vrtrc^mm 
" certainly anfwerable for it." Glaphyra alio made 
iC the fame confefiion. charge. 

Herod, conftraing this declaration as a proof of 
the ill-will of Archelaus towards him, difpatched 
Olympus and Volumnius with letters to him, with 
orders to touch at Eleufa, a city in Phoenicia, and 
there deliver them . They had inftru&ions alfo tofferodw 
expoftulate with him, upon a ftrongprefumptionof 
his being engaged with his fons in the confederacy, with it 
Their orders were from thence to fail for Rome;^ 
and, in cafe they fliould find by Nicolaus of Damas- 
cus, that Ccefar was be'eome more tractable thaii 
formerlv, they were toprefent another expreis to 
him, with the proceedings a sain ft Alexander and 



him, witn tne proceedings again tr iiiexanuer ana 
Ariftobulus, and copies of the evidence upon which 
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examined him in the prefencc of the ambafiador, 
concerning his efcape, whither he intended to go, 
and in what a;anner to difpofe of himfclf. He 
frankly replied, thathc propofed to go to Archelaus, 
his father-in-law, who had promifed to fend him to 
Rome; declaring moft folemnly, that neither he or 
his brother had entertained the fliadow of a trea- 
cherous thought againft their father, whatever fy- 1 



they were conviAed. Archelaus acknowledged his 
readinefs to receive the princefs, and that he un< ' cr "^Jj 
took to afford them fuchfanclion, as the belt fervice oi. 
he could render both the father and the fons, being 
fearful, left Herod, in the heat of rage and jealoufy, 
might drive them to extremities. He affirmed, upon 
the whole, thathe had no defign of fending them to 
Ca3far, or fupporting them againft their father. 

When Herod's deputies arrived at Rome, and&firft. 
found Collar reconciled to their mafter, they deli-*^* 
vered their letters according to order. They were 
previoufly laid before Nicolaus for his infpedion, 
who managed his commiflion after this manner. As 
focn as he came to the emperor's palace, at Rome, 
over and above the inftructions that he had in 
charge, he brought a formal accufation againft 
Sylkous, having procured proofs upon him from 
tlie Arabians, (who were greatly divided among 
themfelvcs.) of the moft flagitious practices that 
could be imagined, particularly the murder of 
Obodas, which was rendered undeniably manifeft, 
by intercepted letters under his own hand. Nico- 
laus, vvhofe main concern was to effect a permanent 
reconciliation of Herod, with Ccefar, greatly impro- 
ved this difcovery to the advantage of his prin- 
cipal, being* allured thathe would not be allowed 
to make a direft defence of Herod ; but if he deli- 
red to accufe Sylkeus, an opportunity would pre- 
fent itfclf for fpeakingin Herod's behalf. 

The day being appointed for a heaving, Nicolaus, 
in the prefencc of the ambatlUdors of Aretas, deli- 
vered an accufition againft Syiiams, as the nmr-^j?, 
derer of his lord and mafter the kings and great 
numbers of the Arabians ; a* have taken up ini- 
menfe fums of money Low;*.rds difiurbhig the public 
peace; as an abandoned debauchee, bothatRoine 
ancl in Arabia j and as guH'.y ov the moft daring er- 
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frontery, hi rmpoHng falfliood aml<rdumnir<nij)on 
CrcHir f'jjruft:lF, and particularly with refped to the 
account lie gsivc of the conduit of Herod, which 
was fallacious throughout the whole. When Nico- 
l.tus came to this laft article, Crefar intcrpofed, 
with a command to fpeak to this fingle point, and 
flicw that he had not led an army into Arabia, nor 
flain two thou fund five hundred men there, nor ta- 
ken prifoners, nor pillaged the country. Nicolaus 
made anfwer, that he fliould take the liberty to de- 
monftratcthat cither none at all, or but very few of 
the imputations, were true, of which the emperor 
had been informed. This aflertion drew the atten- 
tion of Csefar ; and Nicolaus thus proceeded in his 
plea for Herod: 

There was a debt due to Herod of five hun- 
" dred talents, upon a bond, where it was fpecified, 
" that, when the time appointed for payment was 
< c elapfed, it fliould be lawful to make a feizure of 
" any part of his country. With refpe&to the bo- 
< c dy of men that Casfar calls an army, it was mere- 
" ly a party fent out for putting a legal claim into 
tC execution. This party was not fent immediately 
11 according to the tenor of the bond,becaiife Syl- 
<c ketishad come before Saturninus and Volumnius, 
44 and at laft had (worn at Bery tus, by the fortune 
" of Crefar, that he would pay the money in the 
u courfe of thirty days, and deliver up the fugitives 
" that were under his prote&idn. The time arriv- 
" ed ; biit neither the money was paid, or thefugi- 
" tives delivered up ; fo that Herod was obliged to 
" addrefs the governors again, who gave it as their 
" opinion, that he might do himfelf right by dif- 
" trefs. This was the occafion of his going into 
" Arabia, and of the war which His ad verfaries fp 
H tragically defcribe. ilovv can this be deemed a 
" war, when it had the approbation and permiflion 
" of the governors, in profecution of a lawful com- 
" pact, and after a violation of a folemn oath, both 
41 in the name of the gods and Ccefar ? 

tc WithrefpetSt to the captives, they were robbers 
" that came from the country of Trachon, where 
" the number, at firft, amounted to no more than 
cc forty, but increafed afterwards. They efcaped 
IC the punifliment Herod would have irifli&ed upon 
" them, by taking refuge in Arabia. Though the 
iC comnion enemies of mankind, they were enter- 
ct tained by Syllacus* who gave them lands, and 
H went fhares with them in their booty. Thefe were 
<c the men whom Syllaeus bound himfelf by oath td 
<c reftore, together with the borrowed fum within 
4C the time limited. I can now with confidence de- 
* c fy any man to fay that Herod took any other. 

prifoners in Arabia than thefe free-bootcrs, of 
" whomfeveral efcaped. Thus does the calumny 
c< of the captives, which has been reprefented in fo 
u odious a light, appear to be no better than a fic- 
" tion to provoke the indignation of the emperor : 
u for I can take upon me to affirm, that, when the 
" forces of the Arabians came upon us, and one or 
" two of Herod's party fell, he then only defended 
" himfelf; and there fell Nacebus, their general, 
<c and, in all, about twenty-five others, and no 
C; more. This number Syllanis hath enlarged, by 
u multiplying every fingle foldier to an hundred j 
" fo that he reckons the flain to have been two 
" thoufand five hundred. " 

Cajfar was foincenfed at this relation j that, turn- 
ing towards Sylkeus,he fternly afked him, how ma- 
ny Arabians were flain in that action ? After fome 
hefitation, he confefled himfelf miftaken in the num- 
ber ; upon which they read the conditions of the 
bond, the arbitration of the governors, and the re- 
nionftrances of the feveral cities and towns, com- 
plaining of the injuries fuftained from the robbers. 
Auguftus, being now fully informed of the matter, 
palled fentence of death on Syllaeus ; took Herod 
into favour again ; acknowledged a concern for his 
miftake,inliftenmgto the calumnies thattranfport- 
edhimto luch fe verities againft him ; and reproach- 
ed Sylkeus as the compulfive caufe of his ingrati- 
tude towards his belt friends- In fine, Syllaeus 



was fent back to Arabi-i, there to difebarge the 
debt, and afterwards to be punifhed with death; 

Cacfar was ftill offended with Arctas, for prefum- 
ing to ufurp royal authority, without having. firft 
obtained his confent, infomuch that he determined 

• . * ■ ■ 

to transfer the government of Arabia to Herod j 
but changed his mind, orireading the letter which 
Olympus and Volumnius brought him, containing 
invectives againft his own fons. The deputies were 
inftru<5ted, if they found Ccefar pacifically difpofed, 
to deliver him thofe letters, which they according- 
ly did ; and Casfar, upon reading them, reflecting 
on the advanced age* and turbulent temper, of He- 
rod, retracted his refolution ; called for the am-, 
balfadors of Aretas, and, after having fpoken a c*r« re- 
word of reproof on the temerity of their matter, in C Arc?J. t0 
not waiting till hehad received the authority froni 
him, accepted their prefents^ and confirmed Are- 
tas in his government. 



Casfar, upon this reconciliation, wrot6 aletter of 
condolence to Herod, on account of his fons, giving ^^^J 
him fulj power, if he found them engaged in fo un- lo cr 
natural and impious a confpiracy, to proceed 
againft them as parricides : but if, at length, it 
fliould happen that their mifdemeanours amounted 
to no more than an intention to. efcape, he fliould 
content himfelf with an admonition, and not pro- 
ceed to extremity. The fum of his advice was to 
call a council at Bery tus, a city under the Roman 
jurifdi&ion,- arid there, with the afliftance bf the 
governors of the adjacent provinces, together with 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, hear and deter- 
mine upon the whole matter, and bring the point 
to a final decifion. 



CHAP. XVII. 



Herod, upon his reconciliatibn with Caefar, calls a coun- 
cil at Berytus y and perfecutes his fons with the utmoft 
rancour. They refolve that Herod may difpofe of his 
fons at option. Saturninus is for mitigating the pu- 
hifhment^ while Volumnius urges death ^ upon which 
they are condemned. Herod goes for Tyre^ and meets 
Nicolaus, who accompanies him to Cefarea. Tyro's 
generous refolution^ and expoftulation with Herod , in 
behalf of the brothers. Tryphon's information againft 
Tyro. Herod 7 s inhuman cruelty. 



THIS letter from Crefar afforded Herod the ^ricy 
higheft fatisfa<5tioti, not only as a token of. his to his fons. 
reconciliation witKthe emperor, but as veiling him 
With full authority over his fons. It is remark- 
able, that, though, in former times of profperity, 
he had treated his foris with great rigour, when 
life was iii qufcftion, he abated his feverity, and 
aflumed a degree of moderation. But, upon the 
change of affairs, arid his feinftatement in the fa- 
vour of the Roman, emperor, he became outrage- 
ous in his refentment, and proceeded againft them 
with ungovernable rancour. 

Purfuant to Csefar's direction, he furhmoned a 
council to meet at Berytus, but excepted Arche- 
laus, perhaps from perforial pique, of apprehenfion 
that he would endeavour to frnftrate hi.s defign. Hefnm- 
When the council was met according to fumTnons,™^* rioil . 
he did not produce his fons, but kept them in aatBerytus, 
village belonging to Sidon, that they might appear 
when called for. He then entered the council- 
chamber alone, and there preferred art accufation 
againft his fons, in the prefence of ope hundred 
and fifty perfons ; but without prcmifing .his own ■ j^** * 
misfortunes, orpointingout .the neceflity of the pre- charge 
fent proceeding. It was a charge fraught with lan- ggj? ft h ? 
guage unbecoming afather, and accompanied with 
boiftcrous exclamations, and violent geftures, that 
indicated fymptoins of fury bordering on phrenzy. 
His arguments were confufedand inco.nfiftent : ntf 
proofs were adduced to govern the opinion of the 
court. His aflertioMs were founded on his own au- 
thority alone ; and the bench feemedcompofedra- 
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titer or the parties, than jttdgea to determine upon 
evidence, and according to the grand principles of 
right and wrong* 

There were fomc letters of the yoitug princes ^ 

read ; hut not one of them contained the remotcft II prcva ji cc J but malice and deceit ; and that mankind 



with the iitmofl; freedom To this lie might have 
been induced from having a foil of the fame age 
and who had the itrittelt intimacy with Alexander! 
This honed veteran publicly exclaimed, that juftice 
and truth were banilhcd the earth ; that nothing 
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hint of any plot or contrivance againft the profecu- 
tor. All that could be Inferred was, a consultation 
as to the method of cfcaping, together with fomc cx- 
preffions of cliflatisfa&ion and offence; When He- 
rod came to that part of the letters, he endeavoured 
to pervert their obvious meaning, by adducingthem 
as demonftrative evidence of a conlpiracy, and moft 
folemnly declared, it was worfe than death to perufe 
their contents* He affirmed* he might infift upon 
the power he had received over his Own children* 
both from nature and the grant of Ca?far ; and 
added an allegation of a law of his own country, 
which enjoins, that, " If parents laid their hands on 



were fo blinded by their inordinate pa(fions, that 
they could no longer dilccrn right from wrong, or 
good from evil. This, though a dangerous free- 
dom, was fo noble an inftance of virtue and refola- 
tiort, that it could not fail of meeting withuniver- 
fal approbation ; fo that thofe who durfl not follow 
the example, could not but revere the man who ge- 
iteroufly Itood forth in vindication of opprefTed in- 
nocence, and to Item the torrent of corruption; 

* * . 

Nor did his efforts flop here ; for he boldly pre- 
sented himfelf before the king, and being granted 
a private audience, thus adclrcfled him : " Since, T 
the head of him that was accufed, the bye-ftanders cc s - ire . j labour under infupportable grief, I amiS? 



were obliged to ftonehim to death," which, though 
he was ready to do in his country and kingdom, 
yet, at prefent, he would rather decline his privile- 
ges, and fubinit the matter to the further confidera- 
tion of the council J not as judges to determine whe- 
ther the cafe be as is represented, or not, finceit isfo 
indubitably manifeft, but to take their opinion with 
refpedl to the juftification of the fentence, as an in- 
itruftive lefTon to pofterity, againft fach impious 
practices on the life of a parent. 

The aflembly plainly perceiving, from the evafive 
finefle difplayed throughout the whole proceeding, 
as well as the withholding of the princes from the 
prefence of the court, that equity was totally fup- 
confirma. P re Aed, and a reconciliation impracticable, con- 
«on of He- firmed the authority of Herod with refpedfc to the 
ttorhyl" difpofal of his fons. Upon this occafion Saturni- 

nus, a perfon of confular dignity, who had executed 
many honourable commiilions, arofeand obferved, 
that " he was for punifhing the princes, but not 
Opinion of " with death; as having children of his own, he 
in behalf* fcC was duly impreffed with the cafe, and therefore 
b'OEhen <C would be very loth, after the calamities that the 

" king of Judsea had endured already, to opprefs 
" him with the heavieft of all at the laft." He 
was followed by his three fons, who fpoke with 
v^kmrLs filing and fpirit, and enforced the opinion deliver- 
againft cd by their father. Volumnius, on the contrary, ex- 
them. er ted himfelf with great vehemence againli the 

princes ; exclaiming, that nothing but death could 
expiate the horrid crime of parricide ; and the ma- 
jority coinciding with his opinion, carried the ques- 
tion. 

The fentence was no fooner pafled, than Herod 
haftened to Tyre, taking his fons with him ; and 
meeting with Nicolaus, on his return from Rome, he 
related to him the circumftances that had pafled at 
Berytus, and enquired of him the opinion that pre- 
vailed concerning the matter at Rome. Nicolaus 
informed him, that the princes were generally bla- 
med for their foul practices, and deferved to be laid 
in chains : nay, that death was their legal due, if 
ThcpnbHc theconfpiracy could be clearly proved ; though the 
Koroc°. n at world imputed the pro fecu tion rather to malice than 

juftice. But if Herod found himfelf otherwife dif- 
pofed, he might acquit them, without involving 
himfelf in ah irretrievable difficulty. This Nico- 

lausgave as the opinion and judgement of his friends 
at Rome ; upon which Herod, after a long paufe, 
Nicolaus without making a fingle comment, bid Nicolaus 

n^Hc P rod put to fea with him, and they proceeded together 
to cc&rea. to Ccefarea. 

Upon their arrival at Casfarea, they found that the 
point in difpute between Herod and his fons, was 
the general topic of converfation, and that the 
people waited the HTue with the utmoft anxiety. 
An apprehenfion prevailed, that the feuds and ani- 
mofities of the family would come to a fatal con- 
clufion. The cafe of the brothers was lincercly 
compaflionated, though opinion was fufpended, 
and popular refentment fmothered. 

Tvro trindi- A • , t 

cites ihc As an exception to the general conduct upon the 
princes °f c ffion ; Tyro, a veteran in the military fervice, of 

diftinguifhed valour, gave his opinion on the point 



44 determined to give it vent, though at thehazard^, 
<c of my life ; and probably the liberty I take, if king. 8 
Cc you are fodifpofed as to hear mc with patience, 
tc may tend to your advantage. May I be permitted 
" to inquire whither are fled that underftanding 
cc and magnanimity, that, in time paft, have car- 
<{ ried you through fo many difficulties ? Whence 
u comes this folitude and defertidn of your frienJs 
a and relations? For thofe I cannot deem fuch, 
cc that can behold the horrid tranfa£tions in your 
<c court and family, and ftarid /till unconcerned* 
cC fpedlators. Do you not perceive the tendency 
u of thefe things ? Can you refolve to take away the 
u lives of thefe two princes,accomplifhed with every 
<c virtue, and fubjecT: yourfelf to an ambitious fon, 
u and thofe of your relations, you have fo often 
u doomed to punifhment ? Do you not find yourfelf 
6€ tacitly condemned, and the cafe of your fons 
c< univerfally lamented ; and is not your whole army, 
u both officers and private foldiers, particularly 
" affli&ed for the princes, and enraged with the 
" authors of their miferies I" 

Some part of this expoftulation the king heard! , 
with calmcompofure ; but when Tyro touchedupori 
the perfidy of hisdomeftics, and launched out into 
an unbounded freedom, he deemed it rather a re- 
proach than a caution, and fternly afked who thefe rjnh 
officers and foldiers were, to whom his declaration 
referred ? Upon Tyro's naming them, Herod or- ftitn^ 
dered them all together, with the veteran himfelf, 
to be taken up, and committed to prifon. 

Upon this occafion, one Tryphon, who was the T Wi 
king's barber, laid an information againft Tyro, in/o^ 

importing, that he repeatedly tampered withhim,^^ 
by promifes of pecuniary reward, as well as the 
favour of Alexander, to cut the king's throat, while 
he was under the operation of the razor. Orders 
were immediately given, that Tyro, his fon, and ; s o ^ 
the informer, fhould be put to the torture. The 
fon feeing his father fo cruelly tormented, and fo 
refolutcin fuftaining the anguifb , without hope of 
mitigation, declared, cc that, if the king wouldfrce 
" him and his father from thofe excruciating pains 
" he wouldrelate the truth." When the king had paf- omfcfo 
fed his word fo to do, he faid 7 c< t hat nn agreement was <^ r0 '' 
4C made, that his father, having private accefs to 
c< the king, fhould lay violent hands on him, if he 
u fuffercd death, as he was almoft certain it would ♦ 
C€ be an aft of generofity in favour of Alexander." 
Upon this declaration his father was delivered from 
prefent torture ; but whether the confeffion was 
founded on truth, or whether it 



a mere pretence 
to obtain deliverance, has not yet appeared. 

Herod was now finally refolved to proceed to the 
execution of his purpofe, withoutany further doubt J300 f. 
or deliberation ; fo that calling the people together, ficen>J 
he ordered 300 officers, together with T3T0, his fon, h J s { 0 % 
and their informer, to be brought forth, who, upon gj* 
his accufation of them to the multitude, were all 
ffconed to death upon the fpot. Alexander and Arif- 
tobulus, by their father's command, were fentxwy 
away to Sebafte, and there ftrangled . Their bodies tor- 
were depofited in a fepulchre at Alexandrion, with 
divers of their anccllors. 
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It may f»crlinps frem unrcfl 
4,f ^ h,M tlmt fucii .'Mi inveterate hatredfl 



ifonahlc to fuppofc, 
Wild prevail betwixt 
"JnJ»"f fatlicrand fon», as to overcome all natural aifc&ion, 

nm l j, c productive of fuch dire cllcds* But it may 
gjjf h 4 julily deferve conlidcratioii, whether the catifc a role 

from a continued courfc of provocation in the young 
princes, or from the infuperablc obduracy and am- 
bition of the king* Withrcfpe£t to the fons, they 
might, perhaps, in the heat of youthful paffion, be 
too haughty and imperious ; ready to entertain evil 
reports of their father, and partial judges of his con- 
duct. They might be fufpicious, and fo eccentric 
hi their words and actions, as to expofe themfelve3 
to fpics and informers, who fought for matter to 
alledge againft them. On the other hand; what 
could argue greater weaknefs in Herod, or be more 
henioufly criminal, than, without any proof or con- 
viction of a treafonable defign, or even fo much as 
the prefumption of a contrivance, to indulge a law- 
lefs, nay, more than brutal, paifion, by putting to 



dratlii* own fona, who poffeffed fitch rare accom- 
plishments, both mental and pcrfonal j and in par- 
ticular Alexander, the elder* 

i 

If he was determined on a condemnation, plight 
not imprifonment or banifbmerit have fuiliced ? 
Under iiich circumftanccs, there would have been 
no fear of treachery, and as little of t open force, 
becaufe of the patronage of the Romap power* 
But to deprive them of life, to gratify* an ungo- 
vernable paffion, can never be jumfied by any- law* 
human or divine. , He lived, indeed,' afterwards 
to give additional proofs of his towering Ambi- 
tion, rancorous envy, and relentlcfs cruelty, whicli 
he exercifed, as occafion offered, upon the. reft 
of his relations- though, as will be fcen in 
the fequel fome of them deferved the pimifti- 
nicnt. However, upon the whole, the barbarity; 
of Herod rauft be ah eternal ftigma on his clia- 
fader. 
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CHAP- I. 

} ntipater is univerfally detefted by the Jewifh nation^ 
for being acceffary to the murder of the princes Alex- 
ander and Ariftobulus. Maintains great Jway in Ju- 
daea. Endeavours in vain to delude Salome. Herod 
compels her to marry Alexa%. Sends Glaphyra^ the 
widow of Alexander, back to her father, Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia. Antipater much difgufled at 
the refpcB in which the people held the memory of the 
princes. Herod is prevailed on to diffolve certain 
contrails. 

NTIPATER having, by his infidious arts, 
^effeftcd the definition of his brothers, 
paved the way for compaffinghis defign 
upon the life of his father, and indulged 
the moftfanguinehopesofattainingtothe very fum- 
mit of his ambition. But he was foon difappointed 
his towering expe&ation ; for, although he was 
- ; ~-rfaily delivered from the fear of his brethren being rivals, 

asto the government, he found the general odium, 
he had incurred throughout the nation on their ac- 
count, to be an obftacle almoft infuperable. The 
alienation of the foldiery was a more difagreeable 
circumftance, as the fecurity of thefe kings depend- 
ed upon them, whenever they found the people de- 
firous of innovations. Thefe mifchiefs he drew upon 
his head by fraud and perfidy ; yet, if the exercife 
of his power was his delight, it might be faid that 
he actually governed at this time, his father being 
Herod ha* on b* * n name, while the aifairs of the ftatc were 
^cn-me^ under his guidance and direction. Nay, the very 
Ap^Ser** crime for which he deferved to die, pafled for an in- 
ihep9wcr. jft anc e of his affedlion and refpeft, as if he had 

confultedthe prefervation and fafety of the king in 
the death of the princes j whereas, in reality, he 
gratified his avernon to the father in what he did ; 
and fuch was the inveteracy of his malice, that he 
detefted them even for the father's fake. 

■ 

All Antipater's arts and contrivances now tended 

to make way for the taking off Herod, that he 



might have none to accufe him of the vile practices 
he was devifmg, and that Herod might have no rc-S? 
fuge, nor any to afford him afliftance, fince fuch^ 
muft have Antipater for their avowed enemy . He fohi, 
lookedupon the government as his own after the 
death of Herod, but thought that delays would be 
dangerous, fo far as they might lead to a difcovery 
of his infidious arts to his father, and thereby frus- 
trate his ambitious defign. To this end be fpared 
neither coft or pains to gain the good will of hisfa- ufc, °- 
ther's friends, by a winning courtefy, andmoft un-^T 
bounded munificence. The objects of his regard gjj* 
were his friends at Rome in general ; but he was ton*, 
particularly defirous of conciliating the efteem of 
Saturninus, governor of Syria, as alio of his brother. 

Nor did he defpair of bringing over to his in- 
tereft Salome, the wife of a particular friend, and 
confident of Herod. Antipater poflefled all the 
art of addrefs andinfinuation, and could aflame the 
mafk of complacency to conceal the bafeft inten- 
tions. But he could not impofe upon his aunt Sa~ Faiisinfci 
lome, who faw through all his difguifes, oppofedKK 
artifice to artifice, and defeated his deiigns ; though lone ' 
he had fo ordered it, that her daughter/the widow 
of Ariftobulus, was married to his uncle, by the 
mother's fide, and the other daughter to Callasas. sate.* 
Salome was paflionately fond of Sylheus ; but He-* e «^ 
rod, by means of the afliftance of the emprefs Julia, m.vri« 
who reprefented to her the train of illconfequences Mtxa ' 
that would refultfrom her difobliging her brother, 
prevailed with her to marry Alexas. 



it ftotf 
berk 



Herod, at the fame time, fent Glaphyra, the wi-fau 
dow of his fon Alexander, back to her father Ar-JJ^ 
chelaus, king of Cappadocia, returning the portion 
which he had with herein order to obviate all ground 
of controverfy, and took morever great care of the 
education of his grand children. Alexander had 
two fons by Glaphyra; and Ariftobulus, by Bernice, . 
the daughter of Salome, had three fons and two 
daughters. Herod would occafionally pre fent thefe 

children to his friends, deploring the hopelcfs fate 
of his fons, and praying that they might avoid the 



win J cbii 



Hurie* improve in virtue, and live to acknowledge 
the cafe off heir education, lie dc finned tljcd;iugJi, 
tcr of his brother, Pheroras, for wife to the deleft Ton 
of Alexander ; and the daughter of Antipater to 
the eJdelt fon of Ariftobulus ; and to the fon of 
Antipatcr, one of the daughters of Anftobulus j 
the other daughter to his fon Herod, whom he had 
by the daughter of thchigh-prieft: ; for polygamy, 
according to our law, is allowable. 

The principal motive of the king, in thefe alli- 
ances, was the commiferation of their orphan ftatc, 
and to render Antipater, by thefe inter-marriages, 
jump*"'* morc affectionate towardsthem. But Antipater re- 
to««fw. tained the fame difpofition for the children as he 
itaVr^n- had before done for their fathers ; and Herod's ten- 
jerncf* dernefs was fo far from foftening him, that, on the 

contrary, he became fierce and jealous ; and the 
more the king favoured them on the one hand, the 
more Antipater hated them on the other, left they 
fhould hereafter rival him $ and efpccially with the 
affiftance of Archelaus and Pheroras, the tetrarch, 
whofe fon at that time ftood fair to marry one of the 
daughters. It was the greateft mortification to 
Antipater to obferve the companion the people re- 
tained for the care and memory of the unfortunate 
princes, and with what deteftation they beheld the 
contrivers of their ruin, while they waited for an 
opportunity of expofing Antipater for his malici- 
ous practices againft his brethren. It occurred to 
him, upon reflection, that the moft effectual method 
of fecuring the government to himfelf, was to 
prevail with Herod to diffolve the contrails above- 
Herod pre- mentioned-, which, with much importunity, he 
Slwe brought to pafs, and obtained the promife of the 

daughter of Ariftobulus for himfelf, and for his fon 
the daughter of Phcroras, whereupon the former 
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marriage agreements were annulled. 

King Herod, at this time, had nine wives. The 
firft was the mother of Antipater. The fecond was 
the daughter of Simon, the high-prieft, by whom 
he had a fon, called by his own name* The third 
was the daughter of his brother. The fourth his 
coufin-german, by whom he had no ifliie. The fifth 
a Samarian, by whom he had two fons, Antipater 
and Archelaus ; and one daughter, called Olympias, 
who was afterwards married to Jofeph, the king's 
kinfman. Archelaus and Antipater were brought 
up at Rome, by a particular friend. His fixth wife 
was Cleopatra, of Jerufalem, by whom he had He- 
rod and Philip, who was alfo bred up at Rome. 
The name of his feventh wife was Ballas, by whom 
he had Phafael. His eighth was Phcedera. The 
ninth was Elpis, by whom he had two daughters, 
Roxanaand Salome. As to hiselder daughters by 
Mariarnne, the mother of Alexander and Ariftobu- 



tcrritoryof Jiatanaea.tipon the border* of Traclion, 
with privileges of exemption from all dutiea and tofcukin 
tributes for the land as well as for the men, and a 
commiffion only to defend that quarter againft the 
incurfions of vagrant plunderers. 

The Babylonian, induced by thefe offers, came 
thither with his people, took pofleffion of the land, 
and built in it fortrefles and a town, which he named J^^j* 
Bathyra. By thefe means he not only protected the >f * 
inhabitants from the inroads of the Trachonites,but 
fecured the Jews alfo in their proceflions frdm Ba- 
bylon to Jerufalem, according to the duty and prac- 
tice of their profeflion. From this confideration he 
wasjdined by vaft numbers of fuch Jews as confei- 
entioufly adhered to the religion and laws of their 
forefathers ; and the country was well peopled, on 
account of their univerfalfreedom from taxes. This 
continued during the life of Herod ; buttheperfon 
whofucceeded him charged them with fome fmall 
impofitions; they werecontinued,ho\vever,foronly 
a fhorttime. Agrippa the Great, and his fon, of 
the fame name, impofed very heavy taxes upon 
them, as did the Romans after them, but never 
deprived them of perfonalliberty, as wefhall take 
occalionto fhew hereafter. 

At length 2amaris, the Babylonian, to whom ff™* d 
Herod had given this country for a pofleffion, de- leaves a 
parted this life, having maintained an upright cha- ^• x " ott * 
ra&er, and left behind him children that inherited 
the virtues of their father, and amongft others Ja- 
cimus, a gallant commander, who had ferved the 
kings of Babylon in their guards. This Jacimus 
died in an advanced age, and left behind him a fon, 
called Philip, who, for his exemplary brobity and 
valour, was in fuchefteem with king Agrippa, that 
he made him general of his army. 

C H A P. III. 

Antipater is vejted with the adminijlration of public a f- 
fairs. A female combination. Salome difcovers their 
counfels. They take part with the Pharifees, who 
refufe the oath of allegiance to Herod. A fine fet 
upon them for their refufals is paid by the wife of 
Pheroras 



to death. 



Bagoas, and many of the Pharijees, put 
Pheroras refujes to divorce his wife. He- 
rod forbids Antipater and his mother all communica- 
tion with Pheroras. 



w 



HILE the affairs of Herod were in this con- 
futed ftate, he placed fuch confidence in the 
faith, zeal, and affe&ion of his fon Antipater, that 
he veftedhim with the entire adminiftration of go- 
vernment fo that all public affairs abfolutely de- 
lus; and whom Pheroras refufedto marry, he gave pe nded on his will. But he flagrantly abufed the 



the one to Antipater's fitter's fon, and the other to 
Phafael, the fon of his brother. This was the 
pofterity of Herod. 

CHAP. II. 



Antipater*! 
great in- 
fluence 

withHcrod 



Herod for- 
ces him 

the Tr.i- 
thonues. 

Zaraaris 
leaves Ba- 
tyon, and 
comes to 
divell in 
Syria. 



Zamaris^ a Babylonian Jew^ fettles a colony in Syria. 
Is invited by He?'od to Batanaea. Herod protests the 
liberties of the Jews. Philip levies taxes. Deaths 
of Zamaris and Jacimus; the latter of whom leaves 
his fon Philip general of the army. 

HEROD, being now defirous of fecuring him- 
felf on the fide of the Trachonites, refolved to 
build a fpacious village in the middle of the country, 
and to put a ftrong garrifon in it, to ferve as a check 
upon the inroads from that quarter, and, upon oc- 
cafion, to fally out upon the enemy. While he was 
ruminating upon this project, he was given to un- 
derftand, that a certain Jew had come from Baby- 
lon with soo horfemen, with bows and arrows, and 
near a fifth part of them his own relations, and that, 
with thefe troops, he had pafTed the Euphrates, and 
now fat down near Daphne, in Syria, where Satur- 
ninus, the governor, gave him a caftle, called Va- 
latha, not far from Antioch, for his habitation. He- 
rod, upon this intelligence, fent an invitation to the 
Jew to come over to him with all his people, pro- 
No. 23, 



Apparent 

friendship 

between 
Antipater 
and Phc- 
roras. 



truft repofed in him, by gloffing over f alfehoods and 
injuftice,with fpeciou s pretences of duty and loyalty 
to his father, fo that, in effect, his artifice was as 
dangerous as his power. But none in appearance 
cultivated fo ftrid: a friendfhip with him as Phero- 
ras; while Antipater artfully encompafled with him 
a female claw, that watched his words and a&ionsj 
for Pheroras was in abfolute fubje&ion to his wife 
and her mother, notwithftanding the hatred he bore 
themfor the indignities they had offered his virgin 
daughters. But thefe were matters too trivial to 
caufe diflention between parties fo neceflary to each 
otherin carrying on the main buflnefs 5 and who were 
all privy to fo many important fecrets ; befides, An- 
tipater was attached to them both on account of 
himfelf and his mother. 

Salome, theking'sfifterjfrequentlythwarted their Afcnu ! e 
intentions ; and being particularly informed of the combioa- 
whole plan of this female combination, had deter- 
mined to make dif covery of it to Herod ; fo that the 
accomplices finding their motions watched, and 
fearful of coming under the jealoufy and difplea- 
fure of the king, contrived that their meetings in 
future fhould be more private than they had been, 
as the moft effetflual means of evading fufpicion. As 
time and opportunity ferved,thcy would take occa- 

fion to revile each other, efpecially in the prefence 

Z a 
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of Iff rod, or any of hi* fricmla, who would report 
fueh behaviour to him, and the plot was carried un- 
der thi a guife for fume time* 

But they could conceal from Salome neither the 
firft contrivance, or the means through which they 
had made foine progrefs in it. She traced their pro- 
jects ftep by ftep, and communicated every parti- 
n cularto her brother, and not without aggravation. 
If trod, She reprefentcd to Herod, that " if their private 

" aflemblics, and clandeftine counfels, were not 
** founded upon adefign on his life, they might as 
u well be open and public ; that their afte&ation of 
" variance and feuds, when in public, while they 
c< preferved unanimity in private, were evident 
" tokens of fraud andcollufion ; and that* in fa<ft, 
" they a<5ted in perfe<ft confort to accomplish one 



iml com- 
ifiCif court' 



their ttfual ttflemhttc** They promifVd o!>cdiencc 
to the king'* orders* hut kept up their former in- 
tcreotirfc, and especially that between Antipater 
and Pheroras* 

CHAP. IV. 



)f 'Herod alarms Jlntipatt* 
prefents^ and Herod's taft 



, who is fent to 

will and tc(la- 

ment. Syllaeus charged with trcafon y and to be tried 
at Rome. 



Ki common purpofe anddefign 



if 



ANTIPATER having now a ftrong fufpicion of 
his father's jealoufy and difpleafure, and being 
apprehenfive of experiencing their cfFe&s, wrote to 
his friends at Rome, to have hi in fent for with all 
expedition to wait upon Auguftus. His requeft 
being immediately complied with, Herod difpatch- 1 °c*g 



Thus did Salome ftate the matter to Herod, who, ec j w i t h r i c h prefents, and his laft will and tefta- 



though he had received fbme previous hints of it, 
to which he gave credit, didnot abfolutely depend 



ment, wherein he declared Antipater his fucceflbr ; 
or, in cafe of his deceafe, his (on Herod, whom he 



on his lifter's veracity, confeiousthat calumny was by the daughter of the high-pried. 



The Pha- 
rifees re- 
fute the 
oath of 
allegiance. 

Their fine 
paid by the 
wife of 
Pheroras. 

Their pre- 



pec to 
dearh. 



one of her darling vices 

This female clan were much attached to a certain 
fe£t amongft the Jews, who valued themfelves 
highly upon the exadl (kill they had in the law of 
their fathers, and would impofe upon mankind a 
belief that they were the peculiar favourites of 
heaven. Thefe were the Pharifees, a fe<ffc arrogant 
and crafty, who, through confummate pride and va- 
nity , made no confeience of infulting majefty, and 
trampling upon royal authority. Accordingly, 
when the whole nation of the Jews were called upon 
to fwear allegiance to the king and to Casfar, there 
refufed of this fe<St a number amounting to above 
7000. Being condemned by the king, to a fine for 
this refufal, the wife of Pheroras depofited it for 
them. In order to requite this kindnefs, as they 
pretended to pofTefs a fore-knowledge of events 
from Divine infpiration, they foretold that it was 
the Divine decree, that the kingdom fhould be 
transferred from Herod and his fons, to the prin<- 
cefs, her hufband Pheroras, and their iffue. 

Salome gave the king notice of this, and of the 
bribery and corruption that had been praAifed at 
court in favour of this intereft. Upon ftri& fearch 
Bagoas, & and enquiry, feveral Pharifees were apprehended 

Phsrifees anc * P ut to death, as the authors of this feditious 

prefage. Amongft thofe who fiifferedupon theoc- 
cafion, was Bagoas, and Herod's minion Cams, be- 
fides feveral of his family, that were convi&ed of 
the confpiracy upon the teftimony of the Pharifees 
themfelves. Bagoas was perfiiaaed to maintain an 
idle, notion, that he was to be celebrated as the be- 
nefactor of the prince that was defigned for the 
throne ; and every thing was to fucceed with the 
new king, and the government to be eftabliflied in 
his family. 

When Herod had punifhed the criminal Phari- 
fees, he called a council of his friends, and exhi- 
bited an accufation againft the wife of Pheroras, al- 
ledging, " that it was through her counfel and ad- 
vice, that his brother fo contemptuoufly reje&ed 
the tender of the royal virgins to him in marriage ; 

mcnd?h?r* ant * *&at fhe had moft unnaturally, and againft all 
dirorce, law, fomented feuds between brethren, both by ' 

deeds and words ; that (he had abetted the feditious 
Pharifees, in eafing* them of the fine, which he him- 
felf had impofed ; and, in fhort, that (he was the 
principal agent in the confpiracy." From thefe pre- 
mifes, he took occafion to recommend to Pheroras 
the propriety of putting away a woman of fo infa- 
mous a character, without any perfuafion from 
him, efpecially as matters were come to fuch a pafs, 
that be muft either difown her as a wife, or never 
expe<St to be owned by the king as a brother. 

Pheroras was much affe&ed by thispaflionate de- 
claration of Herod, and peremptorily declared, 
that no confideration fhould move him to renounce 
his wife,fincehe would rather die than live without 
her company. Herod then moderated his anger, 
only forbiding Antipater and his mother any com- 
munication with Pheroras* and the female clan 
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cufts the 
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Pheroras 
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Pherorat 
refutes to 

put her 
away. 
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At the fame time Syllaeus, the Arabian, went to Ami^ 
Rome, though he had neglected to obey the in-^J^J 
junctions of Ca^far. Antipater there accufed him ta%M« 
j of the fame crimes of which he had formerly been ^ 
accufed by Nicolaus, of Damafcus, as advocate for 
Herod. Syllabus was alfo accufed by Aretas, for 
having put to death, atPetra, feveral men of rank 
and character, without his knowledge or confent ; 
and amongft others, Sohemtis, aperfon worthy of 
univerfal efteem ; and like wife Fabatus, one of the 
emperor's fervants. The circumftance relative ^S? 
to Fabatus was this : 

There was one Corinth us in Herod's guards, a 
man in whom he particularly confided. Syllanis 
tampered with this man for a considerable Aim of 
money, to take off the king ; and the offer had fuch 
an effedt, that he had pro mi fed to execute his pro- 
pofal. Fabatus, having been made acquainted 

with this circumftance, immediately related it to 
the king. Corinthus, being put to the torture, 
confefTed the whole plot. He alfo caufed to be ap- 
prehended two Arabians, the one the head of a 
tribe, and the other a friend of Syllaeus, who being 
both put to the torture, confefled that they came 
thither to prefs Corinthus to the execution of what 
he had undertaken, and to affift him in it, if there 
fhould be occafion. The informations were fent by 
Herod to Saturninus, and by him to Home, where 
the caufe was to be heard and decided. 



* 



CHAP. 



V 



Pheroras y at Herod's command, retires to his govern- 
mem, and [wears not to return during the king's 
life. Herod falls fick, and fends for Pheroras, who 
excufes himf elf upon the plea of his oath. Death of 
Pheroras. 

WHEN Herod found Pheroras inflexibly at- 
tached to his wife, he commanded him to mandof 
retire to his government ; and he moft willingly 
obeyed ; taking a folemn oath not to return during B own# 
the life of Herod. Nor did he fwerve from his ™ u 
vow ; for the king foon after falling fick, he was 
requefted to pay hini a vifit, and receive fbme fe- 
cret orders from him before he died. Pheroras 
pleaded in excufe, that he was under oath, and 
durft not break it. Herod; however, fo far re- 
laxed in his hatred to his brother, that, when Phe- p^ta 
roras himfelf fell fick foon after, without f°How- J« s ^ 
ing his example, he, of his own accord, paid him iSd« 
a vifit. The diftemper carried him off; and the J"^ 
king gave orders for the conveyance of "his body 
to Jerufalem, where it was honourably interred. 
The death of Pheroras became the origin of Anti- 
pater's ^misfortunes, though he was no vv at Rome ; 
for juftice at length arretted, and brought him to 
account for the blood of his brothers. I flialf give 
a minute detail of this circumftance, that it may 
be a warning to mankind to conduct their lives by 
the rules of virtue. 
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concerning 

ihc Jcsrh 
* Pheroras 



Enquiry imo the rftjiA of P furor as. Poifoa is admi- 
niftned to him by a confident of Syllaem. Several 
women pit to the torture. A charge exhibited and 
proved againft tin mother of Antipater. Doris 
(Iripped of her jewels and bani/bed. Antipater joins 
in a plot to pvifon the king. The widow of Pheroras 
makes di/covery of the whole. Lafi words of Phe- 
roras in difcharge of his conference. More witnejfes 
examined. Herod puts away his wives. Batkyllus 
brings poifon from Rome for Antipater' s mother and 
Phcrorzs. 

AFTER, the performance of the funeral obfe- 
quies, two of Pheroras's freed-men, who had 
been much cftcemed by him, applied to Herod, and 
in treated him not to fufrertlie murder of his brother 
to pais unavenged, but to make theminuteft fearch, 
in order to bring the perpetrator of it to condign 
puniflimcnt. They informed the king, who gave 
great credit to their words, that their matter fupped 
with his wife the night he was taken ill, and that a 
certain potion was brought him with a fort of food 
that he had not been accuftomed to eat : that when 
he had eaten, he died of it : that this potion was 
brought out of Arabia, under pretence of its being 
a love potion, but in reality, to take him oiF, as the 
Arabian women are (killed in compounding facta 
poifons. The woman, againft whom they alledged 
this charge, was confefledly an intimate friend of 
one of Syllseus's miftrefles. It was alfo depofed, 
that both the mother and filler of Pheroras's wife 
had been at her place of abode, perfuaded her to 
fell this potion, and brought it with them the day 
before it was adminiftered to him at fupper. 

The king was fo enraged at hearing the ftory, 
Scteralwo- that he ordered feveral of the women to be put to 
men puuo the torture, free as well as flaves. They continued 
thewnare f 0:me t j mc without confeffing, till, at length; one of 

them, in the agony of torment, exclaimed, u Would 
u to heaven the mother of Antipater were now un- 
iC der the fame anguifh, for that bafe woman has 
" been the caufe of all our miferies." This difco- 
very put Herod upon a refolution to extort from 
them every particular of the plot, and to run 
, through the whole projedfc from circumftance to 
circumftance ; as, at their private meetings and con- 
The female foliations, the occafional difcourfes that pafled be- 
udifco- twixt Herod and Antipater had been minutely dif- 
mcd - culled, as well as the means that were to be ufed to 

keep matters from the knowledge of Pheroras. 

The female witnefles further enlarged upon the 
hatred Antipater bore his father, and that he had 
complained to his mother how very long he lived, 
infomuch,that, ashe was himfelf advanced in years, 
if the kingdom fliould devolve to him, it would 
not afford him any great pleafure : that , as there 
were many brothers, who had children bringing up, 
his hopes were but uncertain : that, in cafe of his 
death, Herod had ordained that the kingdom fhould 
be conferred not on his fon,but rather on a brother. 
It was added, thathe had accufed the king of great 
barbarity, and of the flaughter of his fons } and 
that it w as from the fear he was under, left he fhould 
do the like to him, that he contrived this journey to 
Rome, as well as fent Pheroras back to his govern- 
ment. 

Thefe particulars were confonant with what his 
filter had told him, and therefore tended to corrobo- 
rate her teftimony, and free her from the fufpicion 
of nnfaithfulnefif. 



Being perfectly fatisfied of the 
treafonable defigns of Doras, the mother of Anti- 



Heroil e- 
gtUDorii, 

of Ami- pater, Herod immediately ftripped her of all her 
^;^ c jewels to the value of many talents, and expelled 
to, ** her the palace; while he treated the woman of Phe- 
roras's family with more lenity on account of their 
information. 

There wasabundant proof againft Antipater; but 

themoftnnpardonable article of his accufation was 

drawn from the confcflion of one Antipater, a Sa- 
No. as. 



r ricr<Mi« i hi* mini. «!nifju v. vuivr uun*>:*u "--r, 

that htsmnltcrhud put a mortal poilon into u f ,Um t 
$ of t'ht roras, for the king to take in his 



marian, an officer of great ti'tstt xmAut Aiilipaicr, 
the fon of Herod* This inan, nmunv: other things, 
averred,' ' 
the hands 

abfeuce,as the work might then be effected with 
lefs fufpicion. The poifon (he f aid) was brought 
out of Egypt, by Antiphilus, a friend of Antipater, 
and fent to Pheroras by Theudion, the brother of 
the mother of Antipater, and by that means came 
to the wife of Pheroras, her huiband having given 
it her to keep. When thekinginterrogatcd her con- 
cerning it, fheconfelfed ; and, as fhe was running to 
fetch it, flie caft herfelf down from' one of the pa- 
lace gallaricsinto the court, but thebruife (lie re- 
ceived was not mortal. As foon as fhe came to her- 
felf, the king promised her and her domeftics par- 
don, upon condition of their declaring the whole 
truth ; but threatened them with the fevereft tor- 
mcnts, if they concealed any part of the dehgn. 

Upon this Pheroras's widow hound herfelf, by a 
folamn oath, to lay open the whole? matter, .without 
the lead refervc, and declared what! was generally 
fuppofed to be true; that" The potion was brought 
" out of Egypt by Autiphilus, and that his brb- Con(t ^ 
" ther,who was a pbyfician, had procured it : that, of ihc v-u 
" when Theudion brought it, (he kept it, upon vWror/v 
" Pheroras's committing it to her, being prepared, 
" at the inftance of Antipater, for the kirfg : that, 
" when Pheroras fellfick, and the king treated him^. 
" with fueh brotherly kindncls, he was greatly af- 
" fedled thereby, and calling to her, after his de- 
" parture, exclaimed, that Antipater had inveigled 
" him into a moft unnatural piot for poifontng his 
" brother, and the traitor's father: that Pheroras, 
" recoilingat fo horrid anad, had detirmined not 
" to incur fuch henious guilt in leaving this mortal 
" life, requefted her immediately to bring the poi- 
cc fon, and throw it into the fire before his face ; 
" that, upon thefe wo^ls, fhe fetched it, and threw 
u the greaterpart into~thefire,refervingafmallre«- 
" mainder for herfelf, in cafe it fliould be her lot, 
" after the deceafe of her hiiiband, to be put to ex- 
" tremities." ' : 

\Vith thefe words fhe produced the box contain- 
ing thepoifon before them all j when the motherof 
Antiphilus and another brother of his, being both 
put to the queftion, they confirmed the matter, by 
giving evidence as to the identity of the boxitfelf. 

There was an accufation exhibited alfo againft ncrod di- 
one of the king's wives, the daughter of the hi£h- aTj£hter C 
prieft; and as they couldnot bring her to confefliort, oftfichigh 
Herod caft her off, and ftruck her fon, of his own gSh B 3f 
name, out of his will, though he had appoin ted hi?n hcrfga. 
his fucceflbr, if Antipater had died before him. 
He depofed Simon, his father-in-law, from the 
pontificate £ and raifed Matthias^ of Jcrufalem, the 
fon of Theophilus, to that digTiity. 

In the mean tide Bathyllus, one of Antipater's • 
freed-men, came from Rome, and being put to the 
torture, confeifed that he brought poifon for An- 
tipater's mother, and for Pheroras ; that if the for- confeffio* : 
merpotion didnotoperate,they might try theother. ^^ w < 
There came alfo, at ttie fame time, letters from He- 
rod's friends at Rome, by the approbation, and at 
the fuggeftion, of -Antipater, to accufe Archclaus 
and Philip, as if they calumniated their father on ^^fj* 
account of the murder of Alexander and Ariuo- fons of He - 
bulus ; and they commiferated their unhappy fate,^^^ 
fuggeftingalfo, that they wererecalled,tobc trgated Anupacer. 
in the fame manner with thofe who went b; 
them. Thefe letters had been procured, for 



Confirma- 
tion of the 




rewards, by Antipater's friends, while he: : 
wrote to Herod in his ufual prevaricalrng ri 
both accufing and excufing the brothers, 



^ « — r vrr & lofs 

over the matter, by means of fpecious pretence, and 
ambiguous hints. The controverfy was ftill main- 
tained between Syllabus and Antipater ; the latter of 
whom had procured a number of friends andadvo- 
cates, by means of prefents, amounting to an ex- 
pence of two hundred talents. It feems a matter of 
wonder, that there ihould be fo many accufations 
exhibited againft him in Judrea, during the fpace 
of feven months, without his having knowledge of 
them ; though this may be reconciled toprobability, 
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when it is obferved, lint the ronda were ftrictlv 
i;ti;irdcd t and tii;it Antipater * a?, generally dctelt- 
ed, fo that none would rtfquc the hazard of infor- 
mation* 



CHAP. VII. 



Artful correfpondence between Antipater and Herod. 
News of the death of Pheroras. Antipater goes to 
Sebafie, where he is univerfally execrated Quin- 
tillus Parus, governor of Syria, holds counfel with 
Herod at Rome. Antipater comes in ft ate to the pa- 
Lice. Is admitted, but hts train excluded. A charge 
of treafon and fratricide exhibited againft him. Trial 
appointed for the next day. Quintilius Farm to pre- 

Salome and all the evidences pro- 



fide on the bench, 
duccd. 



Antipater 



Herod prefers his accufation. 
makes his own defence. Nicolaus of Da ma feus, 
coimfcl for Herod, urges the profecution, and applies 
to Vahti for juflice.. Divers charges alledged to 
/intipater. His character painted in the mofl odious 
light. He is committed to prifon. Letters inter- 
cepted, and difcoveries made. Herod fends aflate of 
the whole cafe to Rome. 



Herod 

writes to 
Antipater 
to haftca 
home. 



ANTIPATER, having written to the king, that 
he was fettling his affairs at Rome, and pre- 
paring for his return, Herod concealed his refent- 
ment, and wrote back to him, defiring him not to 
defer his journey,left any mifadventure fhould be- 
fall him in hisabfence. The king avoided any hints 
ofdifpleafureinhisletter, except fome triflingcom- 
plaints againft his mother, which, on his return, he 
declared fhould fubfide. Indeed, he made profeffi- 
onsof candour and friendftiip,fearing that, through 
lufpicion, he might defer his journey, and that, dur- 
ing his continuance at Rome, he might concert 
plans for fupplanting him nrthe government. 



This letter came to Antipater's hands as he was 
upon the way in Gilicia : but he had received the 
news of the death of Pheroras before, at Turen- 
tttm, and with much concern ; not from any affec- 
tion to Pheroras, but from difappointment in his 
not having taken off his father, according to pro- 
mife. Upon his arrival at Calenderis, a city of Gi- 
licia, he deliberated withhimfelf, whether he fhould 
proceed or return, being much chagrined at the dif- 
grac^his mother had fuftained in her eje&ion. Some 
of his friends advifedhim to wait, in expe&ation of 
farther intelligence ; others to haftenhome without 
delay, not doubting but, upon his arrival, he would 
invalidate all charges brought againft him, as his 
accufers derived all their weight and importance 
from his abfence, being thereby prevented from 

refuting their tales and calumnies. 

Thefc arguments prevailed with him to proceed 
fo that he continued his courfe, and foon landed at 
Sebafte, a port ercited by Herod, at an incredible 
a™ «em ex P ence '- i n honour of Auguftus Casfar, and called 
iUreceived after his name Cefsera. Here he found himfelf in 
of Cell?" a m °ft mortifying fituation, as now, on his return, 

he received not one token of refpe A : nay, on the 
contrary, was infultcd with execrations ; whereas 
before*at his departure, he was followed with warm 
benedidtions, and joyful acclamations. Nor could 
the people but entertain an averfion for him, while 

theyfuppofed he was going to receive punifhment, 
foi^the horrid crime of fratricide. 

^jflntilius. Varus, fucceflbr of Saturninus in the 
ovemmentg 0 y l gjjp inento f Sy r \ aj was at this time at Jerufalem, 



f Syria. 



coming thither at the requcft of Herod, to affift him 
withhis advice in the prefent ftate of affairs. As 
they were fitting togetherincounfel,Antipatercame 
into the palace, arrayed in his robes of ftate ; the 
gates having been fet open to him, though his train 
were excluded. This circumftance threw him into 
fome agitationof mind, which wasgreatly increafed, 
upon his prefenting himfelf to his father's embi^ace, 
when he was fpurned from him with reproaches of 
fratricide and treafon,aud given to underftand, that 



lie would he put licly in touri charged v. Uh thuCc 
crime* the lolloping day, and t!»;;f V.;rus would 
pre lid c as judge upon Uh trial. Relit ino in the ut- 
tuoft confufioii he u as met by hir, mot he r and wife 
(the daughter of Amigotuts H* rod's }»redccefibr) , 
from whom having learned ali circuvullancfs con- 
cerning him, he then prepared himfelf for defence 
upon his trial. 

On the day following the court afTemblcd, Varus Ant^ 
and the king fitting in judgment, with their friends llll™* 
about them. Salome, the king'., filter, was cited t: "ibefc, 
thither alfo, witli others of their relations. There Va^u,, 
were brought thither likewifc all thofe who had 
made any voluntary difcovcry, or any confeffion 
upon torture; andbefides, fomeof thedomeftics of 
Antipater's mother, who bad been taken up a little 
before his return, and brought with them letters, 
importing, by way of caution. u that he fhould by 
" no means come back, fincc the whole matter was 
44 come to his father's knowledge, and Gas far was 
44 the only refuge he had left." Antipater then 
threw himfelf at the king's feet, requefling only to 
be admitted to his defence, and not condemned un- Ker . 
heard. Herod ordered him to rife and ftand forth to 
take his trial. The king then addrefled himfelf to lipaser - 
the court, in words to the following purport : 

<c I am (faid he) an unfortunate man, to have 
44 been the father of fuch children, and to fall at 
44 length, in my advanced age. into the hands of 
44 fuch a wretch as Antipater, I have been affidu- 
44 oufly attentive to his education, nor have I denied 
4t him any requeftshe ever made. And what is his 
44 return ? A confpiracy againft my life, and an at- 
4 < tempt to feizc on a crown by impious violence, 
44 which, by the double right of title and freegift t 
u mud devolve upon him. What advantage caa 
44 he propofe to himfelf in the gratification of fo 
44 extravagant an ambition ? as I made him ;i fuc- 
44 ceflbr by will, and effectually a partner with me, 
4t indignity, glory, and power, even during niy 
c< own life, fettled on him an annual income of fifty 
44 talents, and made him an allowance of three hun- 
44 dred more for the expence of his journey to 
44 Rome ? With refpedt to the charge brought by 
46 him againft his brothers* if they were guilty, he 
4 **has imitated their example ; if not, he has ai- 
44 ledged groundlefs charges againft his near rela- 
cc tions and by that means abfolved them, and in- 
44 curred himfelf the guilt of parricide." 

The king could not proceed through an involun- 
tary effufion of tears, and therefore defired Nico; 
laus of Damafcus, his old and particular friend, 
who was thoroughly inftru&ed in every circum- 
ftance relative to the cafe, to proceed to the exami- 
nation of the witneffes, and an explanation of their 
refpedlive evidences. Antipater, by way of preven- 
tion, applied himfelf to his defence, and turning to 
his father, thus fpoke : 

44 Can there be a probability (faid he) that, after 
44 having refcued my father from the treacherous defa * 
44 defigns of fo many others, I fhould at length turn 
44 traitor to him myfelf, or fully the reputation of a 
44 tried alleigiance with fo foul a blot ? Could I cle- 
44 fire to be greater or more happy than I was ? Or 
" could I be actuated by fuch egregious folly, as, 
44 under the moft fplendid circumftances, toexpofc 
j <4 myfelf to infamy and mifery ? The fucceffion 
was fettled upon me according to every form of 
64 law ; and I was fo far admitted by the king's 
" bounty into a (hare with him in the exercife of 
c< his royal power, that I was in the pofleflion of the 
44 government, in effect rather than expcctance.and 
cc that without any one to controul me, or envy my 
cc claim. Why fliould I feek that with danger, of 
cc which I acquired the quiet enjoyment bv the rec- 
44 titude of my conduct ? or expofe mvfelf to cer- 
44 tain infamy, for the vain flattery of an uncertain 
44 hope? efpccially confidering the confequenccs of 
cc this ambition, with rcfpcclto my brothers, whom 
44 I myfelf acenfed, convicted, and pun 
44 This I did, and of this I /hall never repent, but, 
44 on the contrary, value myfelf on the merit of that 
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44 fervices as the bighcft inft-incc I could give my 
44 honoured f.uher of filial duty, awl inviolable alle- 
44 o-iance. With refpectto my genera! conduct in 
44 the citv of Ho vie, I cinrc appeal to Ca;far him- 
44 fc 1 1\ who can no more be impofed upon than an 
44 oracle, andcouUl produce fevcral letters, under 
" his own hand, in my favour. Would it not be 
4i unjufh would it not be impious, to oppofe the 
tc calumnies of abandoned men to the authority of 
44 fuch unqucllionahle evidence ? or a fct of mif- 
44 creants, whofc chief pleafurc is to embroil the 
*• royal family-) and who have taken the advantage, 
4C in my abfence, of poinding the people withde- 
4< famatory rumours againft me, which they could 
44 never compafs fo long as I was within diffancc of 
44 fpcakingfor myfeif Withrefpc<5i to the evidence 
44 extorted by the rack, it is commonly falfe, bc- 
4t caufe the anguifli of extreme pain naturally im- 
44 pels the fuffcrer to many things, to gratify thofe 
^ ux whofc inflance they are put to the queA^on." 
This laid, he offered himfelf to be put to the quef- 
lion, and abide theHTue of it, 

Antipater delivered his defence with fuch energy 
as to excite the compaflion of the whole court, 
and draw tears even from his enemies ; nay, Herod 
himfelf was obferved to relent, although he did his 
iitmoil to conceal it. 

When Antipater had gone thus far, Nicolaus 
Sa-took up the caufe where the king left it ; fcanned 
every article- cited and fumnied up the proofs, the 
names of the witnefTes and the particular confef- 
fions of thofe that had been put to the queftion. 
He pufled then to the fubjedt of the king's bounty, 
care,andtendernefs,in the education of his children, 
and how ill it was requited. u As for Alexander 
v4 and AriftobuIus> while they were under the do- 
44 minion of ambition, rather than avarice, and 
44 hurried on by the intemperate motions of youth 
44 and hot bloody it was not fo much a wonder for 
44 them (faid he) to be debauched by evil counfel, 
44 into a negle<5t or contempt of their duty ; but as 
46 to the cafe of Antipater, it was worfe than bru- 
" tal j for in the very fierceft of beafts there is a 
44 kind of natural gratitude for thejr keepers ; 
c< whereas this man was fo far from being gained 
44 upon by the goodnefs and bounty of an indul- 
44 gent father, that, as he was not tobe deterred by 
" the calamitous example of his brothers, fo, on the 
4: contrary, he valued himfelf upon an emulation of 
<c their wickednefs and cruelty. Was it not you 
44 yourfelf, Antipater, (fays he.) that fir ft difco- 
4f vered their defign ? Were not you then the pro- 
44 fecutor ? and you yourfelf again, the director of 
44 the fentence, and confequently of the punifh- 
44 ment ? This is not to reficdt upon your zeal and 
44 indignation in fo juft a caufe ; but it aftonifhes 
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" me to find you fo bitter againft your brothers, 
u for the very fame thing that you do yourfelf; 

44 which manifcftly (hews, that your buiinefs was 
44 not fo ranch the prefervationof the father, as the 
<4 ruin of the children ; and, under colour of a fe~ 
44 vere brother, to get the reputation of a tender 
u and dutiful fon ; and fo with the more fecurity 
44 to make way to the king himfelf. This was the 
44 exploit you were about. How came it to pafs 
44 elfe, that the brothers were put to death, and not 
44 their accomplices ? What could be the meaning, 
u or the end of this ; but firft, that you and they 
44 were agreed upon the matter ; and fecondly, 
" that, as foon as the firft difficulty fhould be over, 
" they might be at hand to help you out with the 
" next ? So that you had a double fatisfation in the 
u contemplation of your wickednefs : the one was 



by impoling publicly upon the world a mofb 
u flagitions impiety for meritorious virtue ; the 
4C other was in the carrying on, and the hopes of 
" executing that horrid barbarity yourfelf, which 
u you took upon you to revenge in others. If yon 
Cc had heartily detefted that malice, you would as 
u well have abhorred the imitation of it. But you 
u have had the precaution, however, to take the 
u beft people out of the way, and to fet yourfelf 
" clear of competitors, being refolvcd to leave 
<c neither rivals or witnefTes ; and thnt being done, 



" to crown the murders of the brothers with that 

» * 

u of the fathe r ; and by fo doing, not only to cfcape 
u the punifhmcnt you have deferved, but to bring 
" 3^our parent to bear the burden of your criipcsvin 
44 fuch a parricide as was ncverhcard of before : (or M 
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the trcafon was not formed againft a.perfon of 
the common rate of fathers, but againft a parent 
u tender and indulgentto the highe^^egree ; the 
44 confpirator marked out for the fuccemon alrea- 
dy, a half-lharcr in the crown by, advance, fet- 
tled beforehand in the prcfent enjoyment of his 
greatncls, and fecurein the reversion of it by his 
father's will: but your infatiabledelircs were not 
44 to be bounded by his goodnefs, but by fuch' mca- 
C4 furcs onl) r a- your own ingratitude and perverfe- 
44 nefs fhould prefcribc. Your own half ^f his righ^ 
44 would not anfwer your end, unlefs you might 
4t have his part too. Your pretence was thefaving 
44 of him, when, at the fame time, the plot was t<i 
44 deftroy him : and the crime was not allyour own," 
44 but your mother was made a party in it, and the 
<c whole family was by it embroiled.. After all this, 
ic what can you think of the irifolence of calling 
c< your father beaft ? But neither your relations or 
44 your benefa*5lors are to efcape the pbifon of your 
44 fcandal : and, as if the venom of your own heart 
Ct had not been fufficient to inftruft and irritate a 
44 revenge, you have called to your help your 
Cc guards, counfellors, and fuborners of both fexes, 
4C in a confederacy againft one antient man : and 
44 now, after the torturing of fo many men and 
44 women, free andflaves, one with another, upon 
44 your account, and after fuch a cloud of undeni- 
a able evidences you have yet the confidence to 
out-face the truth, and to follow your enterprizc 
upon the life of your father, with an attempt up- 
on the authority of the very law that puniflies 
fiich criminals: and this you do in contradiction to 
the equity of Varus, and to the univerfal mea- 
fures of natural juftice. What is it that makes 
you difparage extorted tcftinionies, but be- 
44 caufe you would derogate from the credit 
of thofe proofs that lay open to your wick^ 
44 ednefs, and conduce to the prefervation of 
your father ? 

44 Sir, (fays Nicolaus to Varus,) by the majefty 
44 of the Roman empire, and by your own honour, 
44 1 adjureyou that you vindicate the king from the 
44 indignities of his own family, and deliver up this 
44 monfter of hypocrily to death ; that, under & 
" pretext of reverence to his father, hunted after 
44 the blood of his brothers ; and, if he hadnotbeen 
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44 feafenably detected, hisfather's turn wouldhave 
44 been next, to make his own way to the crown. 
44 Youknow well that parricide is no private crime, 
4fc but a public r.ffront to the laws of fociety, and of 
44 reafonable beings ; andfo abominable a pollution 
44 in the very thought, as well as in the ad, that 
44 whoever fuffers it to pafs unpuniftied, offers an 
44 indignity to human nature itfelf." 

Nicolaus adverted farther to fomc idle expreffions 
which fell from the mother of Antipater concern- 
ing predictions, facrificcs relating to the king, and 
the fucceffion of the crown, (ftories Antipater had 
related in an hour ofregale with Pheroras's family,) 
examinations upon torture, and matters which 
concerned the teftimony of witneifes : in fine, every 
thino* was advanced bv this able advocate for He- 
rod that could tend to criminate Antipater • To * ntl P a y a 

,. . r . . , • * , t * i» ex poled 

atid to his mortincation and perplexity, thole men to a gene, 
who were acquainted with his practices, but had ^ n accur % 
concealeil them through fear, when they (aw he 
had been expofed to the accufations of former 
witnelles, and that hia extraordinary fortune, 
which had fupportcd him hitherto, had now evi- 
dently betrayed himintothe hands of his enemies, 
w^ were infatiable in their revenge, difcovered 
wMtever they knew* 



His ruin was, indeed, effefted ; but not by the 
enmity of thofe who were his accufers, fo much as 
his own abominable devices againft his father and 
brethren, exciting difordcrs in the family, cailfing 
rhem to embruc their hands in the blood of er?ch 
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otlict*, and exfircffiffgliift deflation and regard, not 
IVoin principle, but merely to fubd-rvc 1m preterit 
purpofe. 

The evidence in proof of wbnt hnd been alledged 
againft him could not be: fct alide, becaufc the wit- 
ncile.'i neither fpokc out of favour to Herod, nor 
were they obliged to conceal what they knew by. 
any apprchenfiou of danger ; fo that they frankly 
inveighed againft his cnormutis crimen, which 
they dcclareudefcrvingof the highelfc punilhmcnt; 
not fo much for the king's fafct v, as to deter man- 
kind from following fo infamous an example. So 
manyaccufations were voluntarily exhibited againft 
him, that Antipatcr, notwithftanding his flircwd- 
nefs and effrontery, had nothing to advance by 
way of refutation. 

When Nicolaus, and the reft of the accufcrs, had 
left oft* (peaking) Varus, addretled himfelf to Anti- 
patcr, telling him, if he had any thing to offer in 
his own defence, the court was ready to hear him, 
as his father and himfelf were equally defirous of 
finding him entirely innocent. Antipater thencaft 
himfelf upon the ground, and appealed to the Great 
Searcher of Hearts, befeechinghimto vindicate his 
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innocence, as to any injurious defign upon his fa- 
ther, by fomc evident token from heaven, that 
. would convince the world of his integrity. This 
joTe^ims^ i s the ufual method with men deftitute of virtue ; 

when they undertake a&ions, it is in conformity to 
their own inclinations, as if they believed the Su- 
preme Being had no concern with human affairs : 
but when once they are found out, and are in dan- 
ger of undergoing the punifhment due to their 
crimes, they endeavour to overthrow all the evi- 
dence againft them by an hypocritical appeal to 
the great fountain of truth and juftice. This was 
the very cafe of Antipater, who, when headed, in 
every inftance, as if there had been no Supreme 
and Super-intending Being, and was in confequence 
arretted by juftice, but had nothing to invalidate 
the evidence adduced againft him, prefumptuoufly 
infiilted theMajefty of Heaven, afcribed it to his 
power that he had been preferved hitherto, and 
produced to all who were prefent, the difficulties 
he had undergone in exerting himfelf for the pre- 
fervation of his father. 

Varus, finding he could give no dire<5t anfwer to 
any of the queftions, except appeals to heaven, or- 
dered the potion to be brought before the court, 
in order to make trial of the force of it. It was ac- 
Experimem cordingly brought, and being; adminiftered to a 

potion. criminal under ientence or condemnation, he im- 
mediately expired. Upon this experiment the 
court role, and Varus went away the next day to 
Antioch, the place of his ufual abode, as the kings 
of Syria commonly make that the place of their 
general refidencc, 

The particulars that pafled between Varus and 
Herod were not known to the generality of the 
people though it was fuppofed, upon the whole, 
that his proceedings towards his fon were accord- 
Ancinater ing to his entire approbation . When Herod had 

bVids"" 0 coram * tte d him to prifon, he fent letters to Crefar 

at Rome, by mefTengers, who were directed to 
inform him of the heinous crime' of which Antipa- 
ter had been found guilty. At this very time a 
letter was found written to Antipater, by Anti- 
philus, out of Egypt, which, when opened, appear- 
ed to contain the following contents. <c Ihave fent 

Aiutphi- cc you Acme's letter at the hazard of my life. You 

to*Ancf ter <C We ^ know I am in danger from two families, if 

c< I am difcovered. Iwilhyoufuccefsinyour pre- 
cc fent undertaking/ 

The king made a ftrict enquiry for the other let- 
ter of Antiphilus's fervant, who brought that which 
had been read ; but he denied having received it,-till 
at length it was difcovered enclofed within a feam 
of his upper garment: the contents were thefe : 
" I have written to your father according to the 
<c purport of your defire. I have taken a copy, and 
cc lent it as if it came from Salome to my miftrefs 
" (Julia.) You will find, when you read it, that 
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Ci Hrrod v. tit pum'h Salome uu plotting; nyi\ t n\\ 
ci him." Tiih im*< unt il letter oi S. ♦ !<>, i,c to julu 
wa-J compofc I by Antipater, a?; to its i c d rneamng, 
but in tbv word* oi' Acme it tvu thun ; fi l have 
14 done my <w/Ic*avoi;r that nothing which puffcji aom* 
4t (Mould he roncralcd from \\mi : therefore, upon 1 ""'" 
finding a letter written from .Salome to my miN*' 0 * 
trefs againft yoa, I luvc tikcu a copy and feutit 
you, at the hazard oi* my life, hut for your ad- 
vantage. The rcafon Ihe wrote it was her great 
defire of being married to Syllruis. Do you 
therefore dcilroy this letter, that 1 may not come 
into danger of my life." Acme had written to 
Antipatcr himfelf, and informed him that, in obe- 
dience to his command, Hie had herfclf written to 
Herod as if Salome had laid a plot againft him, and 
had alfo fent a copy of a letter, as coming from 
Salome to her miftrefs. This Acme was a Jewels, 
and fervant to Julia, Caefar's wife. She carried on 
this device from an attachment to Antipater, by 
whom flie had been bribed with large prefents to 
aflift him in his infamous practices againft his father * 
and his aunt. 

Herod was fo enraged at this late inftance of the Hcf0,ri 
bafenefs of Antipater, that he was ready to order aS^ 
him to immediate execution, not only for having 
plotting againft his life and his lifter's but even cor- * 
rupted Collar's domeftics. Salome did all in her 
power to inftigate him to it, calling upon him to 
flay her, if he could produce any credible teliimo- 
ny that fhe had acted in this manner. Herod fent 
for his fon, interrogated him on the matter, and 
called upon him to offer what he could in his own 
vindication. Being dctc&ed in his villain}', he 
flood mute ; upon which Herod commanded him, 
without delay, to make difcovcry- of his aflbciates, ; . 
in thefe abominable practices, when he laid the 
whole upon Antiphilus, mentioningnone elfe. He- 
rod hereupon had refolvcd to fend this mifcreant to 
Csefar to anfwer for his crimes ; but fearing, left, 
through theafliftanceof fcis friends there, he might 
efc£pe condign punilhment, he kept him clofe pri-Henrf 
loner, and fent ambafTadors to Rome with a ftate£^ 
of the cafe, inllru&ions and copies of the letters ad fan 
given in evidence, and, in particular, with anac- wtoBfc 
count of Acme's being concerned in the plot. 



CHAP. VIII. 



Herod is feized with a dijlempcr, and makes his will. 
A /edition amoygft the Jews abetted by two eminent 
men^ Judas and Matthias. Herod's life dc/paired of. 
The golden eagle is thrown down fro?n the temple at the 
inftance of Judas and Matthias. 7 hey are taken into 
cufiady. Jujlify themfeives. Sent bound to Jerich*. 
Matthias is depofed from the pontificate, and Jozar 
advanced to that dignity. The in/argents are burnt 
alive . Herod's d ifiemper increafes. He fends for Sa- 
lome and Alex as. His final cruelty. 
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beft of their way with their letters and in- 
flru&ionsfor Rome, he fell into a diftemper, made 
his will ; and having conceived an unfavourable 
opinion of Archelaus and Philip, through the ca- 
lumnies of Antipater, he declared Antmas, his 



youngeft fon, hisfucceflbr. He bequeathed athou- 
fand talents to Ciefar ; and to his wife Julia, his 
children, friends, and free-men, five hundred ta- 
lents. The reft of his money, with his lands and 
revenues, he diftributed amono-ft his children and 
grand children ; and left his lifter Salome a very 
confidcrable fortune, in acknowledgement of her 
uufhaken fidelity. Eeingnowin the fevtntieth year 
of his age, and defpairing of recovery, he became fo 
petulant and choleric, as to be the plague and de- 
teftation of all around him: and he feemedtohave 
indulged this difpolition and temper, through a 
prevailing conceit that he was fallen into contempt 
and odium with the people, who were therefore 
pleafed with his misfortunes. Indeed, he was 
confirmed in this opinion by a commotion that foot* 
happened upon the following occafion. 
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n , r ,:„nnf There v/erc two mrn, Jirhia an* M:tl?!/Ms <v!.u 

,< "' had ;iccjii?r*:*l great rc;'*MC.i tiou.if io»i;^il l!:*. jew ,r<» 

their learning eloquence, ami iKillin Liv«;aui 
were psrrreiiLtrly beloved by the pco, !c, fur t he 
cure they took in tniHing the riling gc;i?r.ittoii to 
the -knowledge ami practice cm the duties ol'tlteir pro- 
feffum. Warn thefe* men, eminent for their attuch- 
incnt to the religion and cuftoms of their country as 
handed down from their anceftors,found that his life 
wasdefpaircd of, they excited the younger part of 
the people to deflroy the new ftru&ures which the 
king had erected, contrary to the law of their fa- 
thers, giving them all alfiirancc of obtaining the re- 
wards due to their exertions in fo noble a caufe. 
They rcprcfented to them, that all the broils and fac- 
tions in the king's family, and the unufualdiftemper 
with which he was now afflitfted, were judgments 
upon him for his innovations. Amongft other in- 
ku*hX* ftances of fuperftitious magnificence, they men- 
confpircw tioned the large golden eagle, of prodigious weight 
Ktflrj T and value, fet over the portal of the temple, obftrv- 
goUenca- Jug that, as that was indirect violation of the Jewifh 
tSefronsoflaws which politively forbids the ufe of images in 
ibe temple. jf uc ]j ca f e .s, it would be a meritorious action to pull 

down the eagle. 

To enforce this injunction, they laid before them, 
tc that, though it might bean enterprize ofdanger,a 
glorious death was much more elegible than a life of 
conformity to fuperftitious practices; and that their 
blood could not be better fpent than in the vindica- 
tion of the laws and rires of their country, which 
would immortalize their names, when otherwife the 
noble and ignoble would lie undiftinguifhed in the 
fame common fate ; therefore it behoved all men, of 
honour and virtue, to improve the irreverfible de- 
cree of death, by a right choice of the mo ft glorious 
occafion for it ; by which means they would trans- 
mit the reward and fame of laudable actions to their 
pofterity." 

This addr efs was no fooner finifhed, than a ru- 
mour was fpread abroad of the king's death, which 
enforcing the matter recommended, the populace 
Thegoiden mounted the portal at noon day, tore down the 
ufilm ca S' e > ant * bewed it in pieces with axes, in the fight 
" ofavaft coucourfe of fpe&ators, who were in the 
temple. The captain of the king's guard, imme- 
diately upon hearing this uproar, haftened with a 
band of foldiers to prevent further mifchief . fup- 
pofing it a matter of more confequence than it was; 
for coming to the fpot, there was no enemy to be 
feen, but a rude undifciplined multitude, that were 
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i4 a work that the whole Afmonean rare had not *^°* m 
4 been able to compafs in an hundred and twenty- tl\. "»th* 
' 4 five years; that he had not only rebuilt the hi- cww,,cii# 
44 brick, but beautified, endowed and enriched it 
44 with ornaments and pref ems. worthy of fo mag- 
44 nificent an undertaking/' He concluded with 
obferving, " that, when he thought he had fecured 
%i the glory of his memory, by the good offices 'he 
*' had performed in his public character, he was 
4 treated with ingratitude and indignity, infulted in 
the face of his people, his gifts and oblations 
u torn from the very temple, and an act originating 
44 from pious motives, conftrued into facrilege." 

The leading men of the council, to prevent the 
dangerous confequences of that degree of rage 
into which Herod might probably be hurried upon 
the occafion, exculpated themfelves, by declaring 
not only their innocence of the, fad,' but their opi- 
nion that the rioters deferved the fevcreft punifti- 
ment ; and by this declaration the king was paci- Matthias' 
fied towards them. As a token of his fevered: re- 

fen t ment, he deprived Matthias of the high-prieft-poni"ficatc; 
hood, upon a prefumption that he was an abetter ™ d J«**| 
of the outrage, and conferred the dignity on Jozar, toii. 
his brother-in-law. After Herod had deprived 
Matthias of the pontificate, he gave orders for the 
burning of the other Matthias, whom he termed, 
the ring-leader of the fedition, and all his compa- 
nions, with him, alive. As it fell out, there was' 
that night an eclipfe of the moon. 

Herod's diftemper now greatly increafed, info-' Hero* * 
much, that it appeared a judgment upon him for dftemptf 
his crimes. He laboured under a molt malignant meat*, 
fever, attended with an afthma, cramps, and con- 
tractions of the nerves, together with other moft 
naufeous fymptoms. Notwithftandinghis mbft de- 
plorable fituation,, he indulged hope of recovery ; 
fent throughout his kingdom forphyficians and re- 
medies ; and pafled over the river Jordan himfelf to' 
the hot baths at Callirrhoe, that empty themfelves 
into the lake of Afphaltites. Thefe waters, befides 
their mineral virtue, are not unpleafant to the pa- 
late. On coming to this place, his phj'ficians or- 
dered him to bathe in a veflel of oil, which, had 
fiich effect upon him, that his attendants though the 
was at the point of death : however, he furvived 
this operation fome time, feut finding, at length, 
all hopes of recovery vain and delufive, he appoin- 
ted a donation of fifty drachmas a man to be diA 
tributed amongft the foldiers, large (urns amongft 
his friends and officers, and fo returned to Jericho, 



all feattereel upon the ifirft charge, except about ?f« hc . b . ec f e fo cboUnc, that he formed, as 
forty of the moft rcfolate, who, with their leaders, hw laft rcfolaUon, a project that indicated mad- 
Judas and Matthias, ftood their ground upon a nefs and cruelty m the extreme. 
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point of honour. 

Thefe were taken and carried prifoners to the 
king, who demanded of them, if they had b^en 
eokeo'fo impioufly daring as to lay violent hands upon 
taghr that facred'figure ? They replied, " they had it in 
I M contemplation a long time; and at length coming 
u to arefolution, they acted like men of virtue and 
u courage, in putting it into execution ; that what 
44 they had done, was in vindication of the honour 
" of the Supreme object of their adoration, and 
tc the precepts of their great matter, whofe defci- 
64 pies they profeflcd themfelves to be : that they 
4C humbly prefumed the king would not make it a 
44 matter of wonder, if they preferred the laws they 
u had received from Mofes, and, indeed, from their 
4< Creator,before any decree whatfoever, that they 
4C did not fuffer for evil doing, but for the fake of 
" confeience ; and that they were ready to deliver 
u up their bodies in this caufe, either to punifhment 
ct or death." It appears, from this juftification of 
their conduct, that their profeffion and practice a- 
greed, and that they were ready to fuffer with the 
fame resolution as they had acted with before. 

^ a t The king ordered them to be fent in chains to Je- 
ifon-richo, where he fummoned a great council of the 
J c - leading men amongft the Jews, and being very in- 
firm, was carried in a chair to the aflembly. He laid 
before them, " that he hadundergoneindcfatigable 
u puins and labour for the fervice of the common- 
u wealth; rebuilt theirtemple at animmenfecharge^ 



- - ■ r * 

He fent out a fummous to all the principal men jfjU^ 
of the Jcwifh nation to repair immediately to him cruelty, 
at Jericho, and not fail, upon pain of death. Upon 
their appearance, according to the proclamation, he 
ordered them ail to be (hut up in the circus, (a place 
for horfe races,) one withanother,guilty or innocent, 
and having fent for his lifter, Salome, and Alexas,* 
her hufband, addrefled them in words to the fol- 
lowing effect: " The time of m}' departure ap- 
" proaches. Iamopprefled with pains, and death is 
" the common lot of mankind. I cannot but feel 
" myfelf agitated at the thought of being deprived 
cc of thofe funeral honours which are due to roy- 
" alty. I am confeious of the treatment I fhaii 

cc 



receive at the hands of the Jews ; they detefted 
44 me when living, and will of <£<wjrfe rejflice wheii 
14 1 am no more. But it lies in the power of you 
u two to afford me fome alleviation of tny grief 
44 from this caufe ; and it is no more than a duty 
you owe me. Follow my direction, and I dare 
cc yet promife myfelf the moft magnificent funeral 
44 folemnity that ever prince had, to my own entire 
44 futisfa&ion* and without a (ingle tear of hypo- 
4C critical affectation. The moment I ekpire, let 
* 4 the circus be fur rounded with foldiers, and the 
44 word of command given to deftroy every man 
44 within the enclofure. Let my death be kept a 
44 profound fecret till the work is accomplifhed, in 
" the due execution of which, yon will lay a double 
4< obligation Xipon me : the one, in the performance 
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<c of my will J and the <i titer* in (lie celebration of 
u my death) Willi the honour of a public mourn- 



T h« att- 



44 ing," 

He accompanied thefc words with tears and fighs, 
adjuring his relations, by all that was facred, and 
by every tic of confanguinity and friendfhip, to be 
punAual in the difcharge of the truft repofed in 
them, which they accordingly promifed to execute 
in the minuted particular* 

tVoV^Hg- From this circumftance it will be cafy to form a 
HtroJ? f judgment of the temper and difpofition of this 

molt execrable of mankind, who not only took a 
pleafure in exercifing cruelties upon his ncareft re- 
lations, from a principle of love for life, but, on 
his departure, left a commiflion, that, by its exe- 
cution, fhould put the whole nation into mourning, 
as one of every family was to be flain, and this 
without any injury, provocation, or exception ; 
whereas, amongft people who are not dead to the 
feelings of humanity, it is ufual to bury all 
animofity in the grave of our departed fellow 
mortals. 

CHAP. IX. 

Acme put to death by order of Auguflus Caefar. Anti- 
pater left to Herod* s difcretion. Herod attempts to 
kill himfelf. Is prevented by his nephew Ahiab. 
Antipater^ upon a frefumption of the death of the 
fringe treats with the keeper of the prifon about his 
efcape. The keeper gives information to Herod, who 
orders him for immediate execution. 

& Herod was giving thefe commands to his re- 



lations, his ambafiadors arrived from Rome, 



Herod'i 
amballadort 

Rome w?th ananfwerto the letter they were commiflioned 
arable to deliver to Caefar. The fubftance was briefly this : 

<c That Auguftus had caufed Acme to be put to 
" death for a correfpondence with Antipater ; and 
* 4 had left Antipater himfelf to the king his father, 
44 cither to be put to death, or baniflied, accordin 



newi. 




Herod ac- 

tcmps to 

kill him- 
fdf. 



<c to his direction." It afforded Herod the greate 
fatisfacftion to find himfelf both revenged on Acme, 
and at liberty to difpofe of his fon as he pleafed. But 
though this information gave him fome temporary 
relief, he foon relapfed into his former extremity of 
pain, and, in an outrageous fit, called for an apple 
and a knife, it being ufual with him to pare his own 
apples. He was obferved to look fufpicioufly about 
him, as if he had fome intent of ftabing himfelf: 
but hisnenhew, Ahiab, kept an eye upon him, and, 
at the very inftant of the attempt, caught hold of 
his right hand, with an outcry, and prevented it. 

The exclamation alarmed the court a fecond time, 
and it was generally fuppofed that the king was at 
that moment expiring. Antipater therefore taking 
it for granted, and making no doubt of the death 
of his father, entertained an aflurance of procuring 
his liberty, and by that means of paving his way to 
the throne. In this confidence he treated with the 
keeper of the prifon about his difcharge, holding 
forth to him large offers andpromifes, both of pre- 
fent reward, and future preferment, when he fhould 
come to the crown. The keeper, f© far from com- 
plying with hispropofal,difcovered the whole mat- 
ter to the king, who detefted him before, but, was 
fo enraged by this reprefentation, that, though in 

■a.uD^rfie *** c ver y a g on i es °f death, he commanded one of 
command his guards to flay Antipater without farther delay ; 
of Hcroi. an d ordered his body to be interred, without any 

funeral honours, in the caftle of Hyrcania. 

CHAP. X. 

Herod alters his will, and declares Archelaus his fuccef- 
for. Death of Herod ts kept fecret. The leading 



Anti 
flain 



men -are difcharged the circus. 
UJhed. 



The king' s death pub- 
Archelaus acknowledged as king. Pomp and 
order of Herod's funeral. Archelaus waits the rati- 



fication of Herod's aft by Caefar. 
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EROD, upon changing his mind, changed his 
will alfo, and appointed Antipas (to whom, in 



his former tcftament, lie li id bequeathed the go- H *tf 
veninicnt) to the tcfrarchv of Galilee and Peraca, h\?n\ 
hut gave the crown to Archelaus. The provinces 
of Traction and Oaulin, liatanaza and Paiiias, he 
affigncd to his fon Philip, brother-in-law of Ar-< 
chelaus, under the title of a tetrarchy. Jamnia, 
Azotus, and Phafaelis, lie gave to his filler .Salome, 
with five hundred thoufand drachmae of coined 
filver. He alfo made provifion for the reft of his 
kindred, by leaving them fums of money, and an- 
nual revenues to a very confidcrable amount. He 
bequeathed alfo to Caviar, ten millions of drachmae, 
in ready coin ; and to the emprefs Julia, five mil- 
lions more, befides veflels of gold and filver, with 
fumptuous apparel. 

Affairs being thus fettled, Herod departed this J**** 
life five days after he had caufed Antipater to be crod * 
flain, thirty-four years after the expulfion of Anti- 
gonus, and in the thirty-feventh year from his 
being declared king of the Jews by the Romans, Briefer 
He was a man inexorably cruel, a flave to his paf."**' 
fions, whofe will was his law ; and yet, upon the 
whole, he may be faid to have been fortunate. He 
afcended the throne or Judaea from the condition 
of a private man ; was involved in many difficul- 
ties, but furmounted them all j and lived, atlaft, 
to a great age. With refpe<5i to his domeftic broils, 
however unfortunate he may have been in the 
opinion of others, he feems to have been very for- 
tunate in his own, as he ever found himfelf able 
to overcome his enemies. 

The death of Herod was kept a profound fecret 
by Salome and Alexas, who immediately difmiffed^^ 
the leading men that were confined in the circus, 
telling them, in the king's name, they might repair 
to their refpe&ive eftates, and attend to their own forf* 
affairs, as there was no farther occafion for them. 
It being now deemed a proper time for publifhing 
the king's death, Salome and Alexas gathered the 
foldiery together in the amphitheatre at Jericho, 
where Herod's letters to the army were read, con* 
taining gracious acknowledgments of their pad 
faith and fervices, and defiring them to continue 



the oat 



the fame dutiful affection to his fon Archelaus in 
future, whom he had declared his fucceffor. Pto- 
lemy, the keeper of the king's fcal, read after this 
the teftament itfelf, with this exprefs claufe in 
it, that the a& itfelf was not to be deemed valid, 
without the confent of Caefar. This was followed 
with acclamations, faluting Archelaus as king, and A 
wifhing him a happy reign, both from the officers ^ciKfj 
and foldiers, with promifes of the fame loyal at- uti * 
tachment to the new king, as they had (hewn to 
his predeceffor. 

The next objedl of attention was, to prepare for 
the funeral folemnity ; and itfeemed to be the pecu- 
liar care of Archelaus, that nothing fliould be want- 
ing to compleat its pomp and fplendour, refolving 
himfelf to bear apart in the ceremony. The body 
was carried upon a golden bier, adorned with pre- 
cious ftones, covered with purple, a diadem upon 
his head, and over that a golden crown, with a 



fcepter in his hand ; his fon and relations marching 
the fide. Next to thefe were the fohliers. in 2* 

fuacral 



by 



their proper difrin&ions and divisions. Firft the 
bodyguards, then the Thracians, after them the 
Germans, and next the Gaiatians, all of them 
armed, and arranged as for battle. Behind thefe 
marched the reft of the army, under their refpec- 
tive officers, with five hundred of the court atten- 
dants in the rear, bearing perfumes of different 
kinds. They proceeded in this order as far as 
Her odium, eight furlongs from Jericho, where 
the body was interred according to appointment J 
and this was the end of Herod. 

When feven days had been fpent in attending 
upon the funeral obfequies of the deceafed kings 
accordingtothecuftomof the country, and the ap- 
pointed time for mourning was at an end, Archelaus 
entertained the multitude, and afterwards went up 
to the temple, where he placed iiimfeJf up 00 a 
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golden throne to receive the congratulatory accla- 
mations of the people, which were anfwered, on his 
part, with every token of refpeft, intimating the 
jfenfehehadof their kiiidncfs, after the hard ufagc 
they had met from his father, aflurimg them that 
their good-will fhould never be forgotten. " He 
"did not pretend (hefaid) as yet to aflutrie the name 
u of king, having no right fo to dd without the au- 
" thority of Crefar in the ratification of his father's 
il teftament, for which caufe he declined the dig- 
44 nity offered him by the army at Jericho ; but 
* c whenever he fhould be fettled in the government, 
" it fhould be the conftant objedfc of his care to do 
ct all things for the benefit and fatisfa£tion of his 
" people, and to make his reigri much eafier to 
" them, than what they had found during the 
44 reign of his father." 

, ■ • , • ... ( 

The people were ^ charmed with die apparent caii- 

dourand mod city of behaviour of their new prince, 
and depended, as is ufual in fuch cafes, upon the 
*ood faith of evefy particular for which he pil edged 
himfelf. In order to put this complacency to the 
teft, they preferred fe vcral petitions. Someimported 
a defire to be eafed of their taxes, others to have 
their friends releafed who had been imprifoned by 
Afchchiw Herod. Some eKclaimed againft duties and impo- 
(rjnutbe fitions that were laid upon pfovifions ; and divers 
Spqfo pleas were offered upon divers pretences. In fine, 

Archelaus found it is his inter eft to deny them no one 
favour they afked, efteeming the good-will of the 
people the moft effectual means of fecumng to hiiii- 
Jelf the cbntinueance of the government* 

C & A P. XL 



SatisfaSlion demand- 

A dan- 



A plot to embroil the government, 
ed of Arckelaus for Herod's mif demeanors, 
gerous tumult. . A party of faftious Jews croud into 
the temple. Archelaiis fends a party to controul them y 
and they are nect'rly deflroyed. Intends going to Rome, 
and appoints Philip to the adminifiration of affairs in 
his ab fence. Salome's perfidy to Arckelaus. He meets 
Sabinus at Cefarea in his way to Judaea Varus flops 
his journey , being engaged in the fame buftnefs. Ar- 
ckelaus goes to Rome^ and Varus for Antioch. Sabinus 
goes to Jerufalemy and demands Herod's books and 
keys; but tke officers keep them for Caejar, Antipas 
goes to Rome, and fets up for himfelf with a flrong 
party. Sabinus lodges an information againjl Ar- 
chelaiis. Caefar calls a council, where Cuius, the fon 
of Agrippa, Jits as prefident. Antipater againjl Ar- 
ckelaus- Antipater appeals, and Nicolaus manages 
the caufe. Arckelaus humbles hinif elf before Caefar. 

» 

T the commencement of the government of 

iaammoi- * — * Archelaus, there arofe a party of malecontent 

Jews, who feemed determined to bring about an 

The fubjedfc of their complaint was 
ttuhouiathe cafe of Matthias and his aflbciatcs. whom He- 

rod had ordered to be put to death, for their a'£ 
fembling in a tumultuous manner, and pulling down 
the golden eagle which had been eretfted upon the 
top of the temple. During the life of the king, not 
one was to be found who durft make any attempt 
invindication of thefe reformers ; but, on hisdemife, 




acr, require . 

Arche. lnnov ation . 



tab that 

i*l been 
ain by 



■ 

back with. In* commiffion ratified, every thing 
would be fettled to their utmofl content ; and that 
therefore, it was both their duty and jntereft to 
prefcrve the public peace, without incurring the 
clanger of a fedition." 



r 



. This candid representation, fo far from having tutiecan- 

the defircd effeft, rendered the populace fp clamo- £ ot h * ' 

jrous, that, ,regardlefs of all law,' they Repeated term? of° 
their demand of revenge, no\V; Herod w#i dead, ™° acra - 
for th^ir frien t ds. whom he. had deftroyed wbilft he 
was living; , In the impetuofity of their zeal T they 
paid norelpe&to perfons, or the rulesof right and 
wrong ; and were fo intent on the ruin of,tbofe 
whom they considered us the obie&s of. their. ven- 

"levied the moft neceffary 
means of their Own. fafety.. In the wieaq time, 
there was no wat^t of fealonable applications to 
them, as well from Archelaiis 'himfelf,\ as. thofe 
whom he deputed ; but thefe moderate proceedings 
tendered them more outrageous, infomuch that 
they. wanted nothing but numbers to turn the tu- 
mult into a dire A rebellion'. 



>■ The Pcaft of Unleavened Bread, or the Paflbver, 
that celebrated memorial of the delivery of the 
Ilraelitesf out of Egypt, being now-at hand, a" more 
than, ordinary concourfe of people,- as well ; from 
abroad as at homd, came up to Jerulalem^ to vvor- 
Ihip and ojffer facrifites upon the folemn occafion. 
A party of feditious Jews, availing themfelvcrs of 
this opportunity, crotided into the temple,' and 
there made a ftand, with a refolutidn not to quit 
the place, though they were threatened with the 
moft fatal confequences. They alleJged, that, 
they came thither to condole with the people for 
the lofs of their two great teachers of the land, 
Judas and Matthias, and to ftir theniup to avenge 
their deaths. Archelaus, to prevent the rinfehiefs 
that might arife from the ttimult of a multitude 
actuated by a zeal bordering on phrenzy, fent an 
officer, .with a party of foldiers, to fupprefs the riot 
in due time, fiivinfforcters to ieize the nng-leaders,. 
and bring them befdrehim, if they fhould perfevere 
in their refinance. The guards no fooner appear- 
ed, than the mutineers attacked them with the nt- 

tnoft fury and clariiour ; and the Whole multitude 

falling upon them,' With] ftones* and. other imple- 
ments of deftruAioh, flew the greater number of 
them; fo that the officer^ with fome few of the 
wounded men , were under the neceflity of making, 
their efcape in the be ft manner they could. After 
this aiSion they proceeded with their facrifices. 

• i . * * 

. The conteft was now brought to fuch- a pafs, that 
Archelaus, concluding he muft either fupprefs this 
tumultuous faction, or fall himfelf, fent out a pow- 
erful body of forces to encounter them, with orders 
to his horfe to put all to, the fword who fhould en- 
deavour to make their efcape, and to keep all fuc- 
coursfrom them- The body of horfe, purfuant to 
command, cutoff three, thoufandin the a&ion, and 
the reft fled to the neighbouring mountains for fhel- 
ter ; fo that Archelaus, having carried this necefTary 
point, ordered proclamation for every man to re- 
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a popular clamour was raifed againft him, and a tire toh ^ own habitation, with which they readily 
great concourfe afiembled, and demanded of Ar- complied, left greater mifchief fhould enfue. 



clielaus, juftice upon the friends of Herod, who 
had advifed the execution of thofe who fo nobly 
afierted the caufe of the religion of their country. 
They peremptorily inlifled upon the removal of 
the high-prieft whom Herod had promoted in lieu 



Matth 



This was granted 



worthy of that facred function. 

by Archelaus, though he was much offended at 
their importunity, having propofed himfelf to go 
to Rome, and fubmit the cafe to the determination 
of Casfar. However, he fent one of his principal 
officers to try what might be done upon terms of 
reafon and moderation. The officer reprefented 
to them, 46 that the punifhment inflifted upon thofe 
m en w a s a cc o r d in g to la w ; that their petitions w&re 
carried to too great an height ; that they would 
do vycll ro connder that Archelaus was going* im- 
mediately for Rome 5 and that, upon his coming 



Archelaus now profecuted his journey to Rome, ^3^' 
taking his mother, Nicolaus, Ptolemy, and (everal Home, 
other friends along with him, leaving the care of 
his government and family to his brother Philip. 
He was accompanied alfo by Salome, and many of 
her kindred, under pretence of joining interefts to 
affift Archelaus in obtaining the confirmation of his 
fucceflion, but, in reality, to obftrudt it, by exhibit- 
ing a complaint againft Kim for his late conduit in 
the affair of the temple. Archelaus, beino- on his SabmusSc 

, r 1 o 1 Varus come 

way with Ins attendants, was met by Sabinus, go-intojudxa. 
vernor of Syria, at Cefarea, who was pofting to 
Judaea to fecure the effedrsof Herod. But Varus 
arriving very opportunely, reftrained him from in- 
terfering in the matter, being thereupon an invita- 
tion from Archelaus by Ptolemy on the fame bufi- 
nefs ; fo that, out of refpedt to Varus, Sabinus-nei- 
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thcr (Vr/cd upon any of tlic forts in Judaea, nor 

lea led up tlicir trcautrc, lute left all in the power 
and poflefflon of Archelaus, until Cacfar fliould de- 
clare his refutation ; and upon this promife he ar- 
rived at Ccfarca- 

But when Archelaus wad embarked for Rome, 
and Varus had departed for Antioch, Sabinus pro- 
ceeded to Jerufalenv, feized oh the palace, fent for 
the officers of the garrifon, and thofe who had the 
charge of Herod's effc/ts, and demanded their keys 
and books. They informed him; however, that 
they could not be produced, as they had particular 
orders from Archelaus to keep all things, tilt his 
return, in the fame ftate they received them, for 
the ufe and fervice of Caefar. 

K 

At the fame time Antipas, one of the fons of 
Herod, went to Rome, in hopes of obtaining the 
kingdom for himfelf. He was inftigated to this 
meafure by Salome, under colour of a prior right 
to the fucceflion by an antecedent will, which (as 
fhc intimated) ought to be deemed more valid than 
the latter. Antipas took with him his mother, and 
Ptolemy, the brother of Nicolaus, who was an old 
friend of Herod, and ever well affe&ed to his party. 
But the man that fed his ambition, and fixed him 
in his foaring attempt, was Irenaeus, an accom- 
pliflred orator, and a man of great fagacity, who 
hadlong been cntrufted with the concerns of Herod. 
When he was advifed by others to confider the fe- 
niority of Archelaus, and the claim he had to the 
fucceflion by the laft teftament of his deceafed fa- 
ther, the incentive of Irena»us, together with his 
own ambition, bore down every other confideration, 
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ment, but their averfion to Archelaus, being defi- 
rous of gaining their liberty, and being put under 
a Roman governor j or, if they muft have a king, 

Antipas to Archelaus. 

Sabinus had lodged an information with Crefar 
1 againft Archelaus j and Archelaus, by the hand of 

fhebls Ar " P to ^ cm y-> prefented the emperor with a memorial of 
v c what he had to offer in his defence, containing the 
Defend of ground of his claim, a recital of his father's will, 
Archelaus. an acC0 unt of what monies he had left, together 

with the feal that enclofed them, fubmitting the 
whole to the determination of Caefar. When Ccefar 
had perufed thefe writings, with the letters alfo of 
Varus and Sabinus, and taken an account of the mo- 
nies Herod had left behind him, the annual revenue 
of the government, and what Antipas himfelf had 
fuggefted in his own right, he called a council of his 
friends to advife upon the whole matter, and then 
gave audience to the competitors ; Caius, the fon of 
Agrippa, by his daughter Julia, whom he had 
adopted, beingappointedprefident. Antipater, the 
fon of Salome, an able ad vocate, and profeflfed enemy 
toArchelaus,firftrofe,and fpoke to this purpofe, fct- 
ting forth, That c4 it was ridiculous in Archelaus to 
u plead now to have the kingdom given him, fince 
he had, in reality, taken already the power over it 
u to himfelf, before Ccefar had granted it to him ; 
44 and appealed to thofe bold actions of his in de- 
44 ftroying fo many at the Jewifh feftival. And if 
44 the men had adted nnjuftly, it was but fit the pu- 
44 nifhiagthem fliould have been referved to thofe 
that were out of the country, but had the power 
to punilh them, and not been executed by a man, 
44 that, if he pretended to be a king, he did an in- 
4C jury to Crefar, by ufurping that authority before 
44 it was determined for him by Csefar. But if he 
owned himfelf to be a private perfon, his cafe was 
tc much worfe ; fince he, who was putting in for the 
44 kingdom, could by no means exped: to have that 
46 power granted him, of which he had already de- 
44 prived Casfar, by taking it to himfelf. He alfo 
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touched fharply upon him, and appealed to his 
changing the commanders in the army, and his 
fittingonthe royal throne beforehand, and his de- 
44 termination of law-fmts; all done as if he were 
44 no other than aking. He appealed alfo to his con- 
44 ceffions to thofe that petitioned him on a publick 
44 account ; and, indeed, doing fuch things, than 



a which he could devi fc 110 greater, ifhe 1;;»d been 
" alrcacly fettled hi the kingdom by Ct'Ahw He 
u alfoafcrihed to htm the relca'mg of the pri loners 
u that were in the Hippodrome, and many other 
" things, that cither had been certainly done by him, 
u or were belied to be done, and ca<ily might be 
44 believed to have been done ; becaufe they were 
44 of fuch a nature, as to be ufually done by youn<y 
44 men, and by fuch as, out of a defire of ruling^ 
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44 meetings the very night on which he died ; and 
44 that it was thence the multitude took the handle 
of railing a tumult. And if Archelaus could 
thus requite his dead father, who had beftowed 
fuch benefits upon him, and bequeathed fuch 
great things to him, by pretending to Hied tears 
for him in the day-time, like an a&or on the 
ftage, but every night making mirth for having 
gotten the government, he would appear to be 
4c the fariie Archelaus with regard to Csefar, if he 
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u to his father ; fince he had then dancing and fing- 
44 ing, as though an enemy of his were fallen, and 
4C not as though a man were carried to his funeral 
44 that was fo nearly related, and had been fo great 
44 abenefaftortohim. Buthe faid, that the greateft 
4c crime of all was this, that he came now before 
44 Caefar to obtain the kingdom by his grant, while 
44 he had before acted in all things as he could have 
44 a&edi if Caefar himfelf, who ruled all, had fixed 
44 him firmly in the government. And whathemoft 
44 aggravated in his pleading was, the Daughter of 
44 thofe about the temple, and the impiety of it, as 
' 44 done at the feftival ; and how they were flainlike 
44 facrifices themfelves, (fome of whom were fo- 
44 reigners, and others of their own country,) till 
44 the temple was full of dead bodies ; and all this 
44 was done, not by an alien, but by one who pre- 
44 tended to the lawful title of a king, that he might 




yhich 

44 dreamed of makinjghimhisfucceflor in theking- 
44 dom, when he was of a found mind, becaufe he 
44 knew his difpofition: and in his former, and more 
44 authentic, teftament, he appointed his antago- 
44 nift, Antipas, to fucceed ; but that Archelaus 
44 was called by his father to that dignity, when 
44 he was -in a dying condition, both of body and 
44 mind ; while Antipas was called when he was 
44 ripeft in his judgment, and of fuch ftrength of 
44 body as made him capable of managing his own 
44 affairs. And if his father had the like notion of 
44 him formerly, that he hath now (hewed, yet 
cc hath he given a fufticient fpecimen what a king 
44 he is likely to be, when he hath (in efi'ecfl) dc- 
C( prived Casfar of that power of difpofing of the 
44 kingdom, which he juftly hath; and hath not 
44 abstained from making a terrible (laughter of 
44 his fellow citizens in the temple, while he was 
44 but a private perfon." 

When Antipater had made this fpecch, and had 
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confirmed what he faid by producing many witnefies 
from among Archelaus's own relations, he ended 



his pleading. Upon which Nicolaus arofe up to 
plead for Archelaus, and faid, C4 That, what had 
c4 been done at the temple, was rather to be attri- 
44 buted to the minds of thofe that had been killed, 
44 than to the authority of Archelaus* For that 
4C thofe who are the authors of fuch things, are not 
44 only wicked in the injuries they do of themfelves, 
44 but in forcing fober perfons to avenge themfelves 
44 upon them. Now it is evident that what thefe did* 
44 in the way of oppoiition, was done under ^rc- 
44 tence, indeed, againft Archelaus, but in reality* 
againft Cre far himfelf. For they, after an injurious 
44 manner, attacked and flew thofe who were fent 

44 by Archelaus, and who came only to put a ftop 

They had no regard either to 

44 God or to the feftival, whom Antipater yet is 
44 not afliamed to patronize ; either out of his m- 
44 diligence of an enemy to Archelaus, or out of 
<c his hatred of virtue and itifKr^. F<«»- *« m thofe 



cc 



44 to their doings. 
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4t who begin fach tutimlts 9 andfirft fct about fuel; 
" tump hteous anions ; they are the men who force 
44 thjfj that puni/h them to betake themfelves to 
44 arms, even againft their wills. So that Antipa- 
4< *cr. in cifert, afcribes the reft of what was done to 
«• ail thofe who were of council to the accufcrs. 
* 4 For nothing, which is here accufed of injuftice, 
44 has been clone, but what was derived from them 
44 as its authors. Nor are thofc things evil in them- 
4; fclves, but fo reprcfented only* in order to do 
44 harm to Archelaus. Sucli are thefe mens incli- 
44 nations to do any injury to a man that is of their 
u kindred, their father's benefa&or, familiarly ac- 
quainted with them, and that hath ever lived in 
u friendihip with them. For that, astothis tefta-* 
14 ment, it was made by the king when he was of a 
* 4 found mind, and To ought to be of more authority 
44 than his former tcftament ; and that for this rea- 
44 fon, been ufe Ccefar, is therein left to be the judge 
44 and difpofer of all therein contained. And for 
44 Gajfar,he will not, to be fure, at all imitate the 
4C unjuft proceedings of thofe men, who, during 
44 Herod's whole life, had, on all occafions, been 
44 joint partakers of power with him, and yet fo 
44 zealoufly endeavourto injure his determination j 
44 while they have not themfelves had the fame 
44 regard to their kinfmen, (which Archelaushad.) 
44 Csefar will not therefore difannul the teftament 
<4 of a man whom he had entirety fupported, of 
44 his friend and confederate, and that which is 
44 committed to him in truft to ratify. Nor will 
44 Caefar's virtuous and upright difpofition, which 
44 are known and uncontested through all the 
44 habitable world, imitate the wickednefs of thefe 
44 men in condemning^ king as a mad man, and as 
cc having loft his reafon j while he hath bequeathed 
44 the fucceffion to a good Con of his, and to one 
44 who flies to Casfar's upright determination for 
44 refuge. Nor can Herod at any time have been 
44 miftaken in his judgment about a fucceflbr, 
44 while he (lie wed fo much prudence as to fubmit 
44 all to Caefar's determination.'' 

When Nicolaus had finifhed his fpeech, Arche- 
gAefcj" laus caft himfelf at Grefar's feet j upon which the 
iimfeifbe. emperor, raifing him with the utraoft courtefy, 
**r x f :tt pafled a judgment upon him that he was worthy of 
him tiw a crown ; and this was conltrued as a confirmation 
j^ ftho "of his authority. Ccefar then finding the young 

prince fo highly gratified, difmifled the aflembly 
without corning to a final determination, in order 
to deliberate whether he would fettle the govern- 
ment on Archelaus alone, or in partition on the 
whole family, as they depended in general upon 
his will andpleafure. 
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Jcrufalem . The ringleaders brought to pu- 
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tened by the Jews, 
for relief. The Jews mount the temple gallaries, and 
gall the Romans, who fet fire to the galleries, and burn 
the Jews, The temple rifled. The palace befet by the 
Jews. Rufus and Gratus go over to the Romans. 
Divers infurrcttions in Judaea. Simon, formerly a 
fervtint to Herod, fets up for king. He is routed, and 
lofes his head. Athronges, a man of the meaneft ex- 
tratiion, afpires to the crown, with four of his bro- 
thers. 7 hey are taken and fuppreffed. Varus marches 
to the relief of Judaea . Lays Sepphoris in afljes. The 
contefl occafions the burning of divers places. The 
Jews jiy before Varus, who puts two thoufand of them 
to death. Ahiab makes ten thoufand of them prifoncrs 

ves a garrifon at Jerufalem, and 
returns to Autiock. The Jews fend an embajjy to 
Caefar, who gives them audience in the temple of 
Apollo. An inventive againfi Archelaus. ftficolaus 
pleads in defence of Archelaus and Herod. 

BEFORE thefe matters could be finally adjufted, 
Malthaee, the mother of Archelaus, paid the 
debt of nature ; and news arrived from Varus, one of 

the governors of Syria, that the Jews had revolted, 
No. 24. 
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having been very mutinous ever fince the departure 
of Archelaus ; but that Varus, falling upon them Va - 
before they could collect their whole force made %% 
examples of the ringleaders; andhaving,ina great th 
meafurc, quelled the in furgents, returned to Anti- 
och, leaving only one legion in Jcrufalem to pre- 
vent tumults. But, notwithftanding the check that 
was put to their mutinous efforts, Varus was no 
fooncr departed, than Sabinus* relying on the forces 
thatwere left therejturnedhisarmsagainftthc Jews, 
galled them fq^ely, attacked feveral of their forts 
and caftlcs, andriflcd every place, under pretence 
of fearching for concealed money, and elFeds, but, 
in reality, to gratify his own artibition and avarice. 

The feaft of Pentecoft" drawing on, a valt con- comn 
courfe of people repaired to Jcrufalem from al! f™ Si 
quarters; fomefor worlhip and devotion, and others vetitU 
to gratify an infatiable revenge* Thefe numbers 
afTembled not only from Judsea, where the outrage 
mod prevailed, but from Galilee, Idumrea, Jeri- 
cho, and the towns beyond Jordan ; being all una- 
nimoufly refolved to call "Sabinus to <i ievere ac- 
count. They divided their troops into three bands : 
one of them took poifeffion of the circus ; another 
was polled upon the north and eaft fide of the tem- 
ple ; and the third upon the weft, where the king's 
palace ftood. • 

When they had thusfurrounded the Romans, they 
made ready for the affault. Sabinus was alarmed 
at their intrepidity ; and finding they were defpe- 
rately refolved either to conquer or die, he fent 
with all fpeed to Varus for immediate relief, af- 
furing him that the legion he had left there would 
certainly be cut to pieces. He himfelf; in the mean 
time, afcended a high turret belonging to the caftle 
of Phafael, which was eVctfted in memory of He- 
rod's brother, who was llain by the Parthians, and 
from thence gave the fignal with his hand to the 
Romans to faliy out on the Jews, expe&ing others T h cRo- 
ftiould cxpofe their lives to gratify his avarice ; maw fail 
though he durft not appear amongft the number of j£™ lhc 
his friends. The Romans put all to the hazard, 
and a fharp encounter enfued,both parties exerting 
themfelves with the greateft fpirit and refolu- 
tion. The Jews at length poflelfed themfelves of 
fome of the outward galleries of the temple, whence 
they galled theRomans from above, with ftones and 
arrows,from their flingers and archers,as fpeift^tcrs, 
rather than a&orsin that part of the combat ; for 
the Romans below were at too great adiftance to 
reach their enemies. The fight continued a long Thev Git 

time, to the difadvantage of theRomans, till, in the ^ 
end, they fct fire to the timber-work under the gal- burn tJv-i 
leries, and plied it fohard, that the flames rapidly Jc%vs 
(hot up to the roof, and laying hold of the pitch, 
wax,andoils,that wereufcd in the ornamental parr, 
put all in fo furious a blaze, that it was certain 
death fo much as to attempt a relief. Betwixt thofe 
that were crnfhed to death by the fall of the build- 
ing, and thofe that were put to the fword upon the 
ground, there was not fo much as one man efcaped 
of thofe who had poffeffed the galleries. Several of 
them, in aftonifhment and difpair, leapt into the 
flames ; others caft themfelves upon the points of 
their fwords. Thofe who thought to conceal them- 
felves by retiring the fame way they afcended,were 
cut offby thefoldiers ; for courage could not avail 
them in fuch a fituation. 

As the fire flackened, theRomans prefTed through ^fiufi 
the ruins vip to the very repofitory of the facred plunders 
treafurc, a confiderable part of which was plun- 
dered by the foldiers, and not above four hundred 
talents (as Sabinus pretended ) were brought tohim . 
The Jews were now in a complicated diftrefs, thro ? 
the lofs of fo many of their friends on the pnehand> 
and the facrilegious rifling of the temple on the 
other. However, in this ftate of defperation, they 
collc&eda body of the moft refolute men, and be- 
fet the palace, threatening immediately to fet fire to 
it, and put every man to the fword that Ihould ef- 
cape the flames, if they did not inftantly quit the Ru fi 13aa c 
foot and depart, with a promife of impunitv to Sa- Gfatus 81 

* J . ■ it t • 1 " « overtoil 

bmus and all his people upon that condition. Ru- Romans 
fus and Gratus, with 3000 of Herod,s choiceft 
men, went over to the Romans, together with the 
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Itorfc that were under t lie command of Rufus, 
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which was a very confiderable a 5 well i 
reinforcement. Ncvcrthclcfs,thc Jews plied their 
work, mining the walls, threatening and advHing 
the enemy to depart, without reducing them to the 
extremity of defperation, as they were refolved,at 
all hazards, to maintain their liberties, with the 
laws and cuftoms of their forefathers. Sabinus 
was willing to comply ; but being coufciousof what 
he had deferred from the Jews, durft not truft to 
their promife. Belides, he thought the conditions 
too advantageous to be made good, and fo deter- 
mined to venture the holding it out, in hope and 
efcpe&ation of fuccour from Varus, 

While matters were in this defperate fituation in 
Jerufalem, there were feveralinfurre&ions in divers 
parts of Judaea at theiuftigation either of profit or 
vindictive malice. About iooo of Herod's dif- 
banded men gathered together upon the occafion, 
with a vefolution to encounter a party of the king's 
under the command of Ahiab, Herod's nephew. 
But Ahiab, fenfible that he was oppofed by expe- 
rienced veterans, avoided coming to a&ionas much 
as poffible, by fliifting into defiles andfaftnefles. 

Judas, the fon of Ezechias, the notorious rob- 
Depreda.t b e * r ^ who had long annoyed Herod, with a band of 
tionso J a * defperadoes that he had collected, atSepphoris, a 

city of Galilee, made an inroad into the king's 
country, feized his magazines and military ftores, 
alarmed theinhabitants,pillaged where verhecame, 
and afpired, in fine, to government itfelf, from a 
mod rapacious difpofition, andlawlefs ambition. 

During this (late of confufion, one Simon, for- 
merly a fervant of Herod, but a man of extraordi- 
nary ftrength, agility, and gracefulnefs of peribn, 
having the vanity to afpire to the crown, got toge- 
ther a body of guards, and was faluted by the 
frank's mob as king, As the firft inftance of his 
dignity and power, he burnt and rifled the palace 
at Jericho, fet fire to many of the king's buildings, 
and allowed his followers the advantage of the 
booty. Nor would he have flopped there, had he 
notbeenrepreffedby Gratus, who, having efpoufed 
the canfe of the Romans, advanced with his troops 
againfthim.. when an obftinate engagement taking 
place, Simon's party, though refolute, being want- 
ingin military Ikill, were totally routed and cut to 
Mu preff- pi e ces, and he himfelf being made prifoner, Gratus 
cdby Grol ordered his head to be ftruckoff. 

This tumultuous difpofition feemed univerfally 
to prevail ; for the royal palace at Amatha, by the 
river Jordan, was burnt to the ground, by a fet of 
lawlefs banditti, refembling thofe under the direc- 
tion of Simon. Indeed, a fpirit of outrage, or ra- 
ther epidemical madnefs, poffefled the multitude, 
and that through want of good order under a con- 
firmed king of their own, for the introduction of fo- 
reigners, through their intolerable pride and ava- 
sirniiar in- rice, rather inflamed than reclaimed them. 

itencc in J 



Ambition 
of Simon. 



Athronges, 
a peafanc. 



After the example of Simon, one Athronges, a 
man who had no pretence either to birth, virtue, 
ability, or fortune, but^a mere clown, of enormous 
bulk, and vaft ftrength, put in a claim to govern- 
ment, and pretended to have formed arefolutiori of 
venturing his life for the obtaining a prerogative 
to plunder at will. This Athronges had four bro- 
thers, of the fame gigantic form with himfelf. 
They had each of them a band of men under com- 
mand, which they deemed a fufficient means for 
gaining their point. Great multitudes came over 
to thefe five brothers ; fo that Athronges appoint- 
ed his four brethren toa&as his lieutenants, while 
he himfelf fat in council with a diadem upon his 
head, forming refolutions, and giving orders in 
affairs of ftate. This pageantry continued fome 



Herod, and the i'ortr.cr ou account of u.ju< U \% m 
tcr date* The animofhy jm'c w daily more iiiuda- 
cable, iufoniuch, thru they might lie (aid to Ciifl'ufc 
dcvattatioiiumi mud'aci e, from motives oiYaphteori 
the one hand, and cruelty on the mh^r. They fell 
upon a Roman convoy, out of an nmbufh, with 
corn and arms for the camp, /lev/ An us, the com- 
mandcr, with forty choice men upon the fpot ; and 
the reft would have flrared the faun* fate, if Gratus 
had not advanced with a party at the critical junc- 
ture, and compelled them to retire. They main- 
tained thefe ikirmiflies a confiderable time, to the 
great annoyance of the Romans, but at length to 
their own fuppreflion ; for they were all taken, par- iht, 
ticularly in an encounter with Gratus, and an other ^kei 
with Ptolemy. Archelaus took the elded of them 
prifoner ; and thelaft, finding their cafe defperate, 
the men fpent with toil and ficknefs, and no pro- 
fpe& of recruit, farrendered himfelf to Archelaus, 
upen oath for the performance of conditions. 

During this general fcene of tumult, or, as it may J fl(i » 
he called, terms of licence for outrage and rob-^ttfo 
bery, every new band of mutineers was for fctting***** 
up new kings, which caufed univerfal diftra&ions 
in the ftate. The Jews were rent by feuds and 
factions amongft themfelves, while the Romans 
fuftained fome injuries, but not of equal detriment 
with thofe of the former. 
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As fbon as Varus received intelligence of the ftate 
of Judaea, by a letter from Sabinus, he was in great cienJJ 
apprehenfion for the third legion, and therefore Jjjjj?* 
took the other two legions, and four troops of horfe, 
with the feveral auxiliary forces, which either the 
king, or the tetrarchs, afforded him, and haftencd 
away to Judaea to the relief of the bciieged; He 
;ave orders that all that were lent out upon this 
expedition, fhould make Ptolemais their place of 
rendezvous; ami took with him 1500 auxiliaries, 
with which he was fupplied by the citizens of Bc- 
rytus. Aretas alio, king of Arabia Petrca, from 
his averlion to Herod, and, in order to fecure the ofB «p» 
favour of the Romans, fupplied him with a veryfeodk 
confiderable reinforcement both of horfe ar N d f°°t- ^Sact 
When Varus had collected all his forces, and dnawn 
them up in a body at Ptolemais, he gave the com- 
mand of part of ittohisfon, and one of his particular 
friends, withordcrs tomarchinto Galilee, which lies 
in the neighbourhood of Ptolemais. 

Upon this inroad into the country, he carried all 
before him in fpite of oppoiition ; took Sepphoris, 
laid t lie city in afhcs,an^ made its inhabitants flaves. ^ 
Varus himfelf advanced with his army towards Sa-»lSa»i 
maria, but fufFered no damage to be done to the^|| 
city, becaufe he knew the inhabitants to be wellaf-aidj* 
feefced and peaceable in their difpofitions. He pitch- 
ed his camp in a certain village, called Arus, which 
the Arabians burnt in revenge to the very friends 
of Kerod for Herod's fake. The army advanced 
afterwards to Sampho, which the fame Arabians 
rifled, though a ftrong place, and then fet it on fire : 
in fine they filled all places wherever they went with 
devaftation and fiaughter. Emmaus was burnt,after 
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the inhabitants had deferted it, by order of Varus, 
in revenge for his foldiers that wereflain there. 

When Varus approached Jerufalem, the Jews, 
who had befieged the Roman legion in that quarter, 
abandoned their poft, and fled into lurking places faed*j 
with precipitation. . But as to the Jews cf Jerufa- SJ^ 
lem, when Varus reproached them fevercly for what 
they had done, they cleared themfelves of the ac- 
cusations, alledgingthat the conflux of the people 
was occalioncd by the feftival ; that the war was 
not made with their approbation, but through the 
rafhnefs of flxangers* while they were on the fide 



Achrongcj 

21) t( hid 

brethren 



time, during which the royal ftyle and title feemed 
to be maintained, for they adled according to their 



of the Romans, and befieged together with them, 
rather than having any inclination tobefiege them. 
There came alio before-hand to meet Varus, 
own will and pleafure, none difputing their au- || Jofeph, coufin-german of king Herod; as alfo 

Gratus and Rufus, who brought their foldiers along 
with them, together with thofe Romans who had 
beenbefieged. But Sabinus, from confeious guilt, 

the prcfence of Varus, ftolc our of the city. 



nxd cruel, thority, or difobeying their commands. They 

were cruel in the extreme, whenever either the Ro- 
man's or the king's forces fell into their power ; for 

they held them in equal a v erf ion ; the latter for 



their licentious conduct under the government of 
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r.ir.i^ 4 ar:*iyjiii« uu* couitM'y,nu|ueiUjt t lie rmglcxi 
,h *«aMhi the revolt ; pi 1, tr.ion dt fco verics, and clear 
fcTtiuii. Ikmiio' ii(trlucc<i ;igaltift them, punilbcd tho 
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Varus, upon tiii Tent a detachment from bh 
'ir;vjv J ill « i !tc couinry, himicftof the riuglcadciViof 

lcar proofs 
fc that 

wcr/j juort guilty, and difmiflcd the reft. The num- 
ber of thofe who were crucified upon this occafion, 
amounted to about aooo. After this he fent away 
his army, as they had committed many outrages 
acairift his will, in the heat and rage of a military 
licence. But hearing loon after, that 10,000 of the 
Jews were collected into abody, he ordered a ftrong 
detachment to fall upon them in their quarters, fo 
that, by the advice of Ahiab, they fiirrendcred 
themf elves -without making any refiftance. Here- 
upon Varus fet the common people at liberty, fent 
the ringleaders to Csefar, and pardoned all the reft, 
except lome relations of Herod, who, without any 
regard to affinity or juftice, had engaged in fo un- 
natural and ruinous a war. Matters being thus 
compofed, Varus left the fame legion in garrifbn at 
J erufalem, and returned to Antioch . 

The commotions in Judaea were no foonerquelled 
than Archelaus had many embarraflments to en- 
counter at Rome, which arofe upon the following 
EJ^Sil occafion. The Je ws,by permiffion of Varus, fent an 

embafly to AuguftusCnsfar, petitioning for liberty 
of living according to their ownlaws. There were 
fifty Jews joined in the commidion, and upwards of 
Sooo in the city of Rome, that prefented themfelves 
to countenance the embafly. Cajfar hereupon ap- 
pointed a felect number of his friends, and others 
Cs(ix „it ti oi the firft rank, to attend him in the temple of 
cheat*- Apollo, a mo ft magnificent ftrutfture of his own 
itewmnie erecting. There came thitherambafladors,attended 
of Apollo by along train of Jews, and Archelaus, with his 

friends likewife . But his kindred were at a lofs how 
to act upon the occaiion ; for, on the one hand, they 
ab bored and therefore couldnot join him ; and, on 
the other, if he had clofed with the ambafladors, 
they mult have appeared to the king as enemies to a 
prince of their own blood. Philip, his brother, came 
thither alio out of Syria, by the perfuafion of Varus, 
with an intention of efpoufing the caufe of Arche- 
laus,forwhom he had the tendereft regard ; though 
he was not without hope, that if the ambafladors 
fhould gain the point, and the government be di- 
vided amongft the children of Herod, apart of the 
fame might be allotted to hinifelf . 

When the Jewifh ambafladors were admitted to 
audience of the emperor, the following was the 
purport of their commidion. 
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4; TheydcclaredthatHerod,was,indeed,innamc, 
a king : but that he had taken to himfelf thatun- 
controulable authority which tyrants exercifeo- 
ver their fubjct5ts,and had made ufe of that autho- 
rity for theduftru&ion of the Jews ; and did not 
abltain from making many innovations among 
them according to his own inclinations. That 
whereas there were many who perifhedby that de- 
ftru&ion he brought upon them, (fomany,indeed 
-as no other hiftory relates,) they that furvived 
were far more miserable than thofe that fullered 
under him ; not only by the anxiety they were un- 
der, from his looks and difpofition towards them, 

but from the danger their eftates were in of being 
taken away by him. That he did, indeed, never 
leave oft" adorning thofe cities that lay in their 
neighbourhood, but were inhabited by foreign- 
ers ; fo that the cities belonging to his own go- 
vernment were ruined, and utterly deftroyed. 

That whereas, when he took the kingdom, it 
was in an extraordinary flourilhing condition, he 

had filled the nation with the utmoft degree of 
poverty. That, when, uponunjuft pi'etences,he 

had flain any of the nobility, he took away their 
eftates : that, when he permitted any of them to 
live, he condemned them to the forfeiture of what 
they poflefled. That, befidesthe annual impofi- 
tions which he laid upon every one of them, they 
were to make liberal prefents to himfelf, to his 
domefticsand friends, and to fuch of his flaves 
as were vouchfafed the favour of being his tax- 
gatherers ; becaufe there was no way of obtain- 
ing a Freedom from unjuft violence, without giv- 
No. 
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44 viiig cither g;1d or iWver for it. That they 
" would fay nothing of the corruption of the diajP 
44 tity of their virgins, and the reproach laid on their 
44 wives for iiicoutincncy ; and tllotv tilings acted 
after an infolent and inhuman manner j DeCaufc 
it was not a fmaller pleafurc to the fuffcrcrs to 
have fuch things concealed, than it would have 
been not to have fuffered them* That Herod 
44 had put fuch abufes upon them,as a favage Would 
u not have put on them, if he had power given him 
" to rule over them. That, although their nation 
" had palled through many fubverfions, and altera- 
44 tionsof government, their hiftory gave no ac- 
44 count of any calamity they had ever been under 
44 that could be compared with this, which Herod 
44 had brought.upon their nation. That it was for 



thisreafon, that they thought they might juftly 
<c and gladly falute Archelaus as king; uponfup- 
44 pofkion, that whofoever fliould be let over their 
44 kingdom, he would appear more mild to them 
44 than Herodhad been. That they joined with him 
44 in the mourning for his father, in order to gratify 
44 him; and were ready to oblige him in other points 
44 alfo, if they could meet with any degree of mo- 
44 deration from him. But that he feemed to be 
44 afraid left he fliould hot be deemed Herod's own 
44 fon ; and fo, without any delay, he let the nation 
44 underftand his meaning, and this before his do- 
44 minion was well eftablifhed ; lince the power of 
44 difpofing of it belonged to Csefar, who could ei- 
44 ther give.it to him, or not, as he pleafed. That 
44 he had given a fpecimen of his future virtue to 
44 his fubjetfts, and with what kind of moderation 
44 and good adminiftration he would govern them, 
44 by that his firft aiftion, which concerned them, 
his own citizens,and religion itfelf,when he made 
the daughter of 3000 of his own countrymen at 
44 the temple. How then could they avoid the juffc 
44 hatred of him, who, to the reft of his barbarity, 
44 hath added this, as one of our crimes, that we 
44 have oppofed andcontraditftedhimin the exercife 
" of his authority ?" The main thing they defired 
was, that 44 They might be delivered from kingly 
4c and the like forms of government, and might be 
44 added to Syria, and put under the authority of 
44 fuch prefidents as fhould be fent them. For that 
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it would thereby be made evident, whether they 
44 be really a feditious people, and generally fond 
<c of innovations ; or whether they would live in an 
44 orderly manner, if they might have governors of 
44 any fort of moderation fet over them/' 

^ Nicolaus vindicated the kings from thefe accufa- Nicolaus 

tions, by obferving, that, " As for Herod, fince he "cUndA^ 

44 had never been thus accufed all the time of his cfadan. * 

44 life, it was not fit for thofe that might h aye ac- 

44 cufed him for lefler crimes than thofe now mcn- 

44 tioned, and. might have procured him to be pu~ 

44 nifhed, during his life, to bring an accufation 

ct againft him now he was dead. He alfo attributed 

44 the actions of Archelaus to the Jews, injuries to 

44 him; who, afFecftirig to govern contrary to the 

44 laws, and going about to kill thofe that would 

44 have hindered them from acfting unjuftly, when 

44 they were by him puniflied for w hat thejr had 

44 done, made their complaints againft him. He 

44 accufed them of their attempts for innovation, 

4c and of thepleafure they took in Edition, by rea- 

44 fon of their not having learned to fubmit to juf- 

44 tice, and to the laws, but (till defiling to be fu- 

44 perior in all things. 9 ' This was the fubftance of 

the plea of Nicolaus. 
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Cacfar's generous proceedings in the point (ubmiiied to 
his determination. Partition 



the fons of 



<)f the 
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HEN Coefar had heard the allegations and pe- 
titions of the ambafladors on the one part, and 



C.Tfar's h 



the pleading of the counc^^on the otlier^ he dif-lwlvd, 
mifled the ailembly, an^]0tcr fome few days, de- 
clared Archelaus fucceflbr to one moiety of Herod's 
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jurffdi&ion, under the title of cthnarch. not of king, 
though with a promifc of the regal dignity^ if lie 
fhould appear, from his virtuous admitiiftration, to 
he worthy of that honour. 

The other half was divided betwixt the two fom 
of Herod, Philip and that Antipas who had the 
difputc with Archelaus concerning the entire fuc- 
ce/fion. Antipas had, for his portion, Galilee, with 
the country beyond Jordan, and two hundred ta- 
lents a year in revenue. That of Philip was Ba- 
tanaza, Trachon, and Auranites, and a part of what 
was called the palace of Zenodorus, with an hun- 
dred talents in yearly revenue. 

Archelaus had Judasa, Iduma»a, and likewife 
Samaria ; which was difcharged by Ccefar of a 
fourth part of the duty, for maintaining loyalty 
when other places were in rebellion. There fell 
alfo to his lot the Tower of Straton, Joppa, and 
Jerufalem; for Gaza, Gadara, and Hippon, living 
in conformity to the Greek cuftoms and maimers,- 
were no longer dependencies upon the kingdomy 
but annexed by Auguftus to Syria. The revenue 
of Archelaus was, upon the whole, fix hundred ta- 
lents. 

c*fcr's Thus ftood the patrimony of the fons of Herod, 
bouncy to Withrefpedl to Salome, befides the cities of Jam- 
SaJome. n j a ^ \ zotuSj anc j phafaelis, with five hundred thou- 

fand drachmas of coined lilver bequeathed her by 
her brother, Cacfar prefented her with a royal pa- 
lace at Afkalon, within the dominions of Arche- 
laus ; and her income was eftimated at fix hundred 
talents a year ; all the other legacies, to the reft of 
the king's relations, being made good alfo, accord- 
ing to the will of Herod. Auguftus beftowed 
likewife upon Hef od's two virgin daughters, over 
and above what their father had left them, two 
hundred and fifty thoufand drachmas of lilver, and 
married them to the fons of Pheroras. Nay, to 
compleat his generofity and magnificence, he di- 
vided his own legacies among the fons of Herod, 
fome few pieces of plate excepted, which he re- 
fervedforhimfelf, not for their intrinfic value, but 
as memorials of the donor. 



a? 



CHAP. XIV. 

jf fpurious Alexander impofes on the Jews. Obtains mo- 
ney upon royal credit. Goes to Rome with a princely 
retinue. The Jews flock to him at Puteoli. Celadus 
isfent by Caejar to examine into his claim. He isde- 
tefted^ and confeffes the impofture. Is condemned to the 
galiies, and his advifers put to death. 

\ fptmous >T*HESE affairs being fettled by Csefar, a certain 

:c5 up as ■ 

X young man, by birth a Jew, but brought up 
fie true at Sicion by a freeman of Rome, ingratiated himfelf 

with the kindred of Herod by the refemblance of 
his vifage, which thofethat law him attefted to be 
that of Alexander, the fon whom Herod hadcaufed 
to be flain. The Jew availed himfelf of the hint, 
and infinuated fome remote pretence that he might 
have to the government. To affift him in the exe- 
cution of his plan, he had recourfe to one of his 
own tribe, who was verfed in the cabals and in- 
trigues of courts, together with all the artsnecef- 
fary for carrying on the purpofe of fraud and de- 
ception. Revolving upon the matter, they came 
to a determination that the Jew, who bore the re- 
femblance, fhould declare himfelf to be that very 
Alexander who was faid tobe dead,and areport was 
to be oropagated to this effect, Cc That the perfon 
cntruited with the execution of the two brothers 



(Alexander and Ariftobulus) had fetup two 01 
bodies in their place, and prefervedthem both. 



The impoftor was not only pleafed with the con- 
ceit of the part he was to play, but the cheat pafTed 
current upon other people, infomuch that, coming 



what favourites lie wotild r life, Mid til what pre- 
ferments. 

With thefc air-borne fancies he went for Home 
with a train of attendants. Upon his arrival at 
Puteoli, all the Jews, who entertained any regard 
for Herod, gathered about him, and received hint 
as their king ; mankind being naturally credulous 
where they have rcfeniblaiices to work upon their 
imaginations. This perfon, it feems, was fo very on ^ 
like the prince, that fevcral of his intimate friends ' Cw, - C 
not only affirmed, but fwore, upon the fight of him 
that it was Alexander himfelf, and could be no 
other. The rumour of this difcovery being fpread 
throughout Rome, brought all the Jews from that 
quarter to meet him on the way, with thaufgivings • 
in their mouths forfo furpriziug a deliverance. 

Upon his arrival at Rome, he was carried in a 
royal litter, with the utmoft pomp and magnifi- 
cence, through the ftreets, and followed by multi- 
tudes of people with the loudeft acclamations. 
All thefe honours were paid him for the fake of his 
fuppofed mother, the innocent, much-injured 
Mariamne. 



Crfar fat 



But Cnefar, thinking Herod to have been a man 
not eafily to be impoied upon in a matter of fuch 
importance, did not credit the report. However, JSitb 
for the fake of curiofity and fatisfadtion, he fent*a fMod - 
freeman of his, one Celadus, a cotemporary and 
companion of the two brothers, to bring this new 
Alexander into his prefence, which he accordingly 
did, being as much impofed on as any of the reft. 
He could not, however, deceive Caefar : for, al- 
though there was a refemblance between him and 
Alexander, yet it wasnot fo exadl* as to elude anice 
difcernment. Befides, the hands of this fpurious 
Alexander were rough and callous, through the la- Dctcfi,5t; 
bourto which he had been accuftomed ; and,inftead 
of the foftnefs and delicacy of the prince, his body, 
in general, was found to be coarfc and rugged. 
Ca?far,obfervinghow cxa&ly the parties agreed in 
their tale, demanded what was become of Arifto- 
bulus, and as they were both delivered together, 
how it came to pafs they did not appear together, 
and urge their claim to the inheritance ? 

The impoftor made anfwer, that Ariftobulus 
ftaid at Cyprus, through fear of the danger of the 
leas ; for if they fhould both havemifcarried toge- 
ther, the whole race of Mariamne would have been 
extinct ; fo that regard was had to the prefervatioa 
of Ariftobulus. The fpurious Alexander affirming 
this, and the contrivers of the ftory joining exactly 
with him in concert, Crefar took him afide, and thus 
addrefTed him ; " Be ingenuous with me, and your 
" life (hall be fpared as a reward. Tell me who 
" you are, and who it is that has been fo bafe and 
4< arrogant as to contrive and propagate fo flagrant 
" an impofture j for it is too fubtle a fcheme to 
u be laid by one of your age. 

When he found there was no means of evading 
the point, he difclofed to Auguftus the author, thc^K 
contrivance, and the manner of proceeding. Casfar i 8 *^ 
fulfilled his promife to the impoftor, condemning ^ja. 
him only to the gallies, being of a robuft habit of 
body, and proper for that fervice. His advifers was f er i mi 
put to death : and as for the people of Melos, he had w *** # 
them fufficiently puniftied, in having iavifhed fo 
much moneyupon their fpurious Alexander. Such 
was the ignominious conclufion of this fcene of 
impofture. 

CHAP. XV. 

Archelaus, upon a fecond accufation, is baniped to 
Fienne, and his effects confifcated. Simon, an EJ}enc y 
expounds his dream. 



7> 



\ RCHELAUS, 



on returning to Judrea, an ^l° e ^l 



to Crete, and afterwards to the ifle of Melos, the entering upon his ethnarchy, deprived Joazar, n f* t hc 

Jews fo implicitly believed it, that he took up fe- 
veral fums of motley amongft them upon the credit 
of his blood royal. He now became fo far infatu- 
ated as to form ideas of principalities and powers, II rebuihthepalaceat Jericho atavery greateKpence, 



the fon of Boethus, of the pontificate, upon pre-J^ 1 
tence of having abetted the feditious faction, and 
conferred the dignity upon Eleazar, his brother. He 
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his forefathers, took to wife Glaphyra, the daugh- 
ter of kin/y Archelaus, and widow of his brother 
Alexander] by whom lie had feveral children j tho' 
fucb marriages arc cxprcfslyforbidden by the Je wifli 
law- Nor did Eleazar long continue in the enjoy- 
wiiric- mcnt of Iiis dignity ; for Jefus, the fon of Sias, was 
r*Und oUt i D tohisofhcc, while he was yet living, 

fus put in Y 

' pUW# in the tenth year of the government of Archelaus, 
the principal men of Judara and Samaria were fo 
difgufted at his tyrannical adminiftration, that they 
jointly exhibited an accufation againft him before 
Crefar. They proceeded in itwithmore confidence, 
' becaufe they knew that feverityin the extreme was 



chcUm 

jin ac- 
fci to 



^^t^^ ^^^^ ^k^r ^^^^ it I 

dirc&ly contrary to the commands of Casfar, who following dream : 



had exprefsly enjoined him to govern withmodera- 
tion and juftice. Upon hearing this complaint, he 
fentfor Archelaus, who was his agent at Rome, to 



t 

lug of oxen, being animals deftgned for labour, 
fevmed to import affliction, and a change of affairs; 
becauie upon their turning up the ground, every 
thing changed its place and form. Fie added, that, 
by the ten ears of corn, was intimated the fame de- 
finite number of years, which take their revolutions 
in conrfc, and that the government of Archelaus 
fecmed now to be at au end/ This Was Simon's in- 
terpretation of the dream ; and, upon the fifth day 
after the vifion, Casfar'sagentcameirito Judcea,by 
his order, to cite Archelaus before him. 

* 

His wife Glaphyra, whofe firft hufband wad Alex- 
ander, the fon of Herod, and brother of Archelaus, 
but, on hi&beingput to death fry his father,'was , mar- 
riedtojuba, king of Mauritania, and afterwards to 
Archelaus, on the divorce of his former wife Mari- 
anine; this Glaphyra, it is to be obferved, during 

abiting with Archelaus, had the 
" She fancied that fte faw Alex- ggrj 



w ander, her firft hufband, Handing by her, at which her firft 
" Ihc rejoiced, and embraced him with great a flee- hu$band - 
<c tion ; but that he expoftulated with her on her 



the 



isba 



come to him immediately, and ordered him to go " conduct, obferving, that lhe had verified the 
and bring Archelaus, the ethnarch, before him, 
without vouchfafing him a letter. The meflenger, 
purfnant to command, pofted away for Judasa, 
where he found Archelaus at a banquet with his 
friends, and, having communicated the emperor's 
order, called upon him to haften away. Upon his 
arrival at Rome, Csefar heard both charge and de- 
fence, and pa{Ted fentence of banifhment upon Ar- 
chelaus, with confifcation of all his goods, and 
fent him awav to Vienne, a citv of Gaul. 



c< band of her virginity, file had not only engaged 
tc in a fecond marriage, but a third, and violated 
<c the exprefs injun&ion of law and decency, in ta- 
ci king for her hufband his brother Archelaus." 
He added, however, " that ancient kindnefs fhoultl 
c< never be forgotten, and therefore it fhould be his 
4C care to deliver her from reproach." She related 
this dream to feveral of her female companions, and 



Archelaus, the ethnarch, a little before hisfum- within a few days afterwards departed this life. 



.•helaai'i 
am. 



This 



on'i 

don. 



mons to Rome, had an extraordinary dream, which 
he related to his friends, and was to the following 
purport. He fancied that he faw ten ears of wheat, 
all ripe and full, and oxen devouring them 
vifion dwelling upon his mind when he awoke, he 
confulted feveral lages, (killed in divination, about 
the meaning of it. But the wife men being divided 
in theirjudgment, one Simon, an EfTene, with the 
permiffion of the reft, gave his opinion of the fig- 
nification of that dream, which was, that it fore- 
boded fome misfortune to Archelaus ; for the dream- 



I have introduced thefe circumftances relative to 
the princes which are the fubjects of the prefent part 
of my hiftory, as the example held forth thereby is 
worthy of con lidera tion, and as theyfeem to afford 
an inftru&ive leflbn with refpeel to our immortal 
ftate, and the wifdom of Divine Providence, 

Casfar annexed the lands of Archelaus to the nicfa^Jf 
province of Syria ; and fent Cyrenius, a man of 
confiilar dignity, to tax the province, and dUpofe r pr ovL ™ 
of the palace of Archelaus. 



END OF THE SEVENTEENTH BOOK. 
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BOOK XVIII. 



[INCLUDING A PERIOD OF ABOUT THIRTY YEARS.] 




CHAP. 



I. 



9/ Judaea, fent w 
'yria and Judaea 



if Syr 



Cy rent us levies 
Jews thereupon be- 
fubmijjion by the 

\das and 



rfuafion of Joazar, the kigh-prieft. J 

id due us fl 
ijjion of t 



'.rages. The temple burnt to the ground, 
dangerous effects of innovation, 
fourth feft. 



The ringleaders (tart 




YRENIUS was at this time appointed by 
Casfar to the government of Syria. He was 
a man of eminent character, a fenator of 
Rome, and one that had pafled through 

c r r«niniit & U dignified offices. Coponius, a man of the 
rent t» mx equeftrian order, was fent together with him, as go- 

juSxa? nd vernor of Judaea ; but that province being already 

annexed to Syria, it came within the department of 
Cyrenius to takft and aflefs the people, and difpofe 
of the effects of Archelaus. The Jews at firft mur- 
mured at this mode of afleflment ; but,throughthe 
authority and perfuafion of the high-prieft,Joazar, 
they were brought to fubmiifive compliance, with- 
out farther trouble. 



There ftarted up, foon after this, one Judas, a 
Gaulanite,of the city of Gamala, who,together with 
one Sadducus, a Pharifee, excited the people to a 
revolt,by his infinuating that taxes were the badges 
of jflavery j that it was the incumbent duty of the 
nation to contend for liberty unre (trained; and that 
one fortunate turn might make them free and eafy 
for ever, advance their reputation, and fecure them 
in their poffeflions. The multitude, fired by the 
fuggeftions of thefe incendiaries, proceeded to the 
moff outrageous violence : murders, robberies, and 
depredations, without diftin&ion of friend or foe, 
universally prevailed, under apretence of advancing 
the common caufe of liberty and property ; but, in 
reality, to (ubvert all government and good order, 
gratify the vileft of paflfions, and promote the pri- 
vate intcreft of the moft abandoned members of 




JuJas and- 
Sadducus 
ftir up re- 
bellion. 



Horrid 
outrages. 



fociety . While inteftine broils prevailed to fuch a 
degree of ferocious madnefs, that the citizens were 
(heathing their fwords in the bowels of each other, 
they had to encounter the deftrudtion of a war a- f w * ffli 
broad, and the defolations of a famine at home. 
Yet to fuch excefs of outrage were they tranfpor- boa- 
ted by their frantic rage, that the fcene of blood 
and devaftation continued, till the facred temple 8 r0Ufli 
itfelf was laid inafhes. 

Thefe were the fatal confequences of aiming at 
innovations in our laws and cuftoms, and defiring 
to reject fundamental rules and maxims. To that 
abfurd difpofition the multitude were excited by 
Judas and Sadducus, who 5 from conceit and caprice, 
introduced a fourth fed, and gaining over many 
difciples, laid the foundation of our future mife- 
ries, by a fyftem of philofophy, with which we 
were before unacquainted. As thefe principles 
proved fo fatal in their tendency, it will not be im- 
proper to prefentthe reader with their definition. 



CHAP. II. 



The opinions and practices of the Pharifees ^ a Jeft in 
great repute with the people. 

ducees. 



Opinions of the Sad' 

Prin- 



DoSrines and manners of the Effenes. 
ciples of a fourth and new fell. 



THERE were, amongft the Jews of old, three 
peculiar fe<fts of religion. They were diftin- 
guifhed by the denominations of Effenes, Saddu- 
cees, and Pharifees. Though I have taken fre- 
quent occafion to treat of them,I cannot, on account 
of the new feA introduced, pafs them over unno- 
ticed with propriety in this place. 

The manner of life prefented by the pharifees is Th*fl* 
rigid and fimple, difdaining luxurious delicacies. ne ' 
They fcrupuloufly adhere to the di&ates of their 
reafon, and pay fuch veneration to the judgment 
and opinion of their feniors,asto follow them impli- 
citly. They afcribe all contingencies to fate, but 



z u0 K xvm. 
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not as to exclude mens freedom of a&ions ; laying 
it down a* a maxim, tliatj though all arc done by 
Divine appointment and pcrmifTion* this by no 
means excludes the concurrence of the will, in points 
which refpetft cither good or evil. They aflert the 
do&rirtes of the immortality of the foul, and a fu- 
ture ibitc of rewards and pnnifliments ; that the 
wicked are to be conligned to perpetual chains and 
darknefs, and the good to rife again to a ftaie of 
blifs- By thefe doctrines they have acquired great 
cftccm with the people^ infomuch, that all forms 
of worfhip, prayer, and facrifices, are prefentedby 



f 

and calls it 'fsberaisj in honour of 



Phraatcs. king 



t/ie emperor, 
f Parthia, murdered by his fun 

mult. Or odes 



is dejiroyed by a tumult, 
off by a con/piracy, An embajfy to, Rome, re- 
ading one of the. Part him. homages for, king, 
cs beats, Artabanus into Media. Is him f elf af- 
r ds routed, and purfued. by Artabanus, and fo- 
'he protection of Tiberius, but in vain.,, A dif~ 

bout the form of government. Germanicus Jent 
ifl the matter , and poifoned by Pifo. 



them, and an univerfal opinion entertained of their \\7"" E ^ Cy^nius had difpofed of the effedts of 

• /* i ^ i • * VV Archelaus. and .fettled the taxation accord- 



The Sad- 
liccu 



feat*. 



wifUom, temperance, and integrity 

The Sadducees, one the one hand, deny the im- 
mortality of the foul, and affirm, that we have no 
other obligations upon us but to obfervc the law ; 
infomuch, that they value themfelves upon a right 

they have todiipute the moft important points with 
their teachers. This fe&isnotnumerous, but moft- 

lycompofed of men of rank j who, when properly 
qualified for offices of ft ate, are compelled to con- 
form, at leaft in profeflion, to the principles of the 
Pharifees, otherwife they would incur the refent- 
ment of the multitude. 

The EfTenes afcribe the government of the world 
10 Divine Providence, without any exception ; hold 
the immortality of the foul ; and revere juftice, both 
in theory and pra&ice, as the cardinal virtue. They 
fend their gifts to the temple, without going thi- 
ther themfelves ; for they offer facrifices apart in a 
peculiar mode, and with more ceremonies. They 
are men of excellent morals, and their chief employ- 
ment is agriculture. They are eminent for their 
reftitude of conducl:, beyond either Greeks or Bar- 
barians, which feems to be the chief objeA of 
their ftudy and application. They have all things 
in common, without any diftin&ion of rich and 
poor. They have neither wives or fervants ; as 
they look upon one as an encroachment upon the 
natural liberty of mankind, and the other as a ftate 
of life attended with trouble and anxiety ; fo that 
they chufe rather, by a mutual exchange of good 
offices, to affift each other. This is the fum of 
their principles and manners ; and the fedfc is fup- 
pofed to amount, in number, to upwards of four 
thoufand. Their treafurers and commifTaries are 
men of integrity, chofen from among their priefts ; 
and it is their care to make provifion out of the 
fruits of the earth, for the maintenance of the 
whole body. Their manner of living, upon the 
whole, much refembles the Plifti, among the 
Dacians. 

The fourth 

^new The founder of the fourth and new fedk was Ju- 
das Galilseus, and this was much the fame with that 
of the Pharifees, except in the maxims of anuncon- 
troulable liberty :they will ratherexpofe themfelves, 
and their deareft relations, to the moft exquifite tor- 
ments, than call any man by the name of matter. 
But this is a truth fo well confirmed by every day's 
obfervation and experience, that it needs no com- 
ment ; belides, the invincible conftancy of this 
people, m the endurance of pains, is beyond ex- 
predion. The fe&, which maintained thefe prin- 
ciples, were farther inflamed by the intolerable 
cruelties of Geffius Floras, which ended at length 
in a general revolt from the Romans. Thus much 
for the diftindc fedts amongft the Jews. 

CHAP. III. 

The end of the taxation of Cyrenius. Joazar is depofed 
from the pontificate, and An anus promoted to that 
dignity. Herod and Philip being fettled in their te- 
trarchy, build fever al cities in honour of Caefar. The 
Samarians prophane the holy temple. Coponius re- 
turns to Rome, and is fucceeded in the government of 
Judaea by Marcus Ambivius. Death of Salome. 
Death of Augujlus Caefar, emperor of Rome, and 
fnccejjion of Tiberius. Ambivius is fucceeded by 

Ananus Rufus, as is the latter by Valerius Grams. 

Atlantis removed from the high-priefthood, and rapid 
fuccejpons of Ifmael, Eleazar, Simon, and Jofeph. 
Gratus returns from the government of Judaea, and is 
fucceeded by Pontus Pilate. 



Ananas 
fuccecd* 

Joazar in 
the pon- 
tificate. 



Archelaus, and iettled the taxation accord- 
ing to order, which fell out in the thirty-feventh 
year after the battle of Adtium, Joazar, the high- 
prieft, becomingunpopular, lie deprived him of the 
dignity, and appointed Ananus* the, fan of Seth, 
to fucceed him. Herod, and Philip, being fettled 
in their tetrarchies, adjufted affairs in the beft man- 
ner poflible. The former built a wall about 
Sepphoris, which he made the bulwark and capitol 

of all Galilee. After this he fortified another town, 2S£*dF 
which, at thattime, was called Betaramphtha ; but Hcrodand 
lie afterwards changed the name to Julias, in ho- J^jjyjJ 
nour of the emprefs. Philip, on his part, beauti- 
fied and enlarged Paleas, at the head of the river 
Jordan, and called it Csefarea. He alfo advanced 
the village Bethfaida, upon the bank of the lake of 
Genezareth, to the rank of a city, both as to bulk, 
magnificence, and number of inhabitants, cal- 
ling it alfo Julias, in honour of Julius Casfar's 
daughter. 

During the government of Coponius, who was 
fent, as before obferved, with Cyrenius into Judaea, 
a difturbance happened upon the following occafi- 
on. It is cuftomary for the priefts, upon the feaft 
of unleavened bread, which we call the pafTover, 
to open the gates of the templejuft after midnight. T h eSama . 
A band of Samarians, who ftole into Jerufalem, nam defile 
waiting the opening of the gates, immediately lhcccm i ,lc * 
advanced, and threw the bones of dead men into 
the cloifters. Upon this account the Jews exclud- 
ed them from the temple, which they were notac- 
acuftomed to do at fuch feftivals, and watched the 
facred fpot more carefully than they had formerly 
done. 

A fliort time after this, Coponius returning to Amb j vius 
Rome, Ambivius fucceeded him in the government g^crnor* 
of Judasa, under whofe adminiftration died Salome, of Judaea, 
fifter of Herod, and left to Julia, over and above 
hertoparchy, the cities of Jamnia, Phafaelis upon 
the plain of Archelaus, with feveral plantations of 
palm-trees, that bear moft excellent fruit. 



Ananus Rufus fucceeded Ambivius ; and in his 
time Auguftus Crefar departed this life. He was 
the fecond emperor of Rome, and reigned fifty- 
{even years, fix months, and two days ; having 
been fourteen years of that time colleague with 
Anthony in the government. The term of his life 
was feventy-feven years. He was fucceeded by 
Tiberius, the fon of his wife Julia, being the third 
emperor of the Romans, who appointed Valerius 
Gratus to the government of Judaea. He alfo de- 
pofed Ananus from the pontificate, and put lima el, 
the fon of Fabius, in his place, who was foon after 
depofed, and the dignity transferred to'Eleazar, 
the fon of Ananus, the late high-prieft. The of- 
fice, however, was taken from him, after he had 
held itayear,and given to Simon, the fon of Camith, 
who, after another year, was compelled to relin- 
quifh it to Jofeph, whofe furname was Caiaphas. 
Gratus having now held the government eleven 
years, returned to Rome, and was fucceeded by 
Pontius Pilate. 

Herod, the tetrarch, was no w in great favour with 
Tiberius, and buUt a city to his honour, called Ti- 
berias. It was built upon the beft fpot of ground 
in all Galilee, on the bank of the lake of Genezareth, 
not far from the hot baths of Emmaus. The city 
was peopled partly by ftrangers, and partly by Gali- 
leans. Some were compelled to become inhabitants, 
while others took up their refidence there by choice. 



Death of 

Auguftus 

CaUar. 



He is fuc- 
ceeded by 
Tibeiius, 
who con- 
ftitutcs Va- 
lerius Gra- 
tus gover- 
nor 06 
Judxa. 

Divers ra- 
pid fuccef- 
fions to the 

pontificate 

Pontius Pi- 
late fuc- 
ceed* Gra« 
tes. 



Hero* 
builds 
Tiberais, 



Herod builds a city, H Nay ,in order torender itpopulous 3 inhabitants were 
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K-.ng of 
f.irrhia. 



rollc&cd from all quarter?}) and of alt conditions, 
high, Iovv,r!cli,aud poor, free men and Haves, For 
rbecMieouragementof the indigent to fettle there,he 
i< vrvc them very conlidcrablcprivilcdgcsand immu- 
•litics ; to fume houfes, to others land j for he was 
f n'ihlc that, to render this place habitable, wasto 
tranfgrefs the ancient Jewifli law ; becawfe many 
IcpuVchrcs were lierc to be taken away, in order to 
make room for the building of the city of Tiberais; 
and our laws pronounce, that fiieh inhabitants are 
unclean forfeven days. 

About this time died Phraates, king of Parthia, 
through the treachery of his fon, upon the follow- 
ing occafion. The king amongft other prefents 
thai were formerly fent him by Julius Caefar,had an 
Italian woman whofe name was Thermufa.He made 
her fir it his concubine j but being enraptured with 
her charms, and having a fon by her, whofe name 
was Phraataces, he made her his la wf ul wife,though 
he had feveral legitimate children. This Thermufa, 
perceiving the great affection he had for her, deter- 
mined to attempt fome means to procurefor her fon 
the fuccelTion to the throne of Parthia. Finding 
that her efforts could not fucceed withoutremoving: 



t he legitimate fons out of the kingdom,fliepre vailed 
with their father to fend thofe Ions as hoftages to 
Rome ; fuch was her afcendency over the mind and 
will of her hufband. 

Phraataces,beingtrainedup at home to an expect- 
ance of the kingdom, thought it tedious to wait for 
a crown in reverfion, and therefore formed a trea- 
cherous defign, by the afliftance of his mother, with 
whom he was fuppofed to have been guilty of the 
horrid crime of inceft, for the taking away the life 
of hisfather. This being accordingly done,Phraa- 
Phramc-5 taces rendered himfelf fo odious to the people, 

for par fa- 

'both for parracide and inceft, that, before he could 

cift 1? J ex" enteru P on r ^ e g overnn1ent > he was expelled, and 
p«iicd the pcriihedin a tumult raifed againft him. Now the 
kingdom Parthian nobility agreed, thatgovernmentandgood 

order could not be maintained without a king, and 
reibiving,at the fame time, not to fet any prince 
upon the throne that was not of a lineal defcent with 
Arfaccs, (the blood of Phraates being tainted by a 

oroie» m- marr ^ a g e with an Italian concubine,) fent ambalfa- 
viceJcobe dors . and invited Orodes to take the crown. But 
sS"?/J!er? ^ r °des being odious to the multitude, on account 

.of his cruel and untraceable temper, a band of con- 
fpirators fet upon and flew him. Some fay the exe- 
cution was done at a facrifice, or a banquet; but the 
more general report is, that they flew him when 
they had drawn him out to a hunt. 

Upon this the Parthians fent an erabafly to Rome, 
frn? ro thc^ deiiring one of the hoftages for their king, and 
Paithians made choice of Vonones in preference to the reft. 

He was a prince worthy of the honour conferred 
on him, by two of the greaieft empires upon the 
face of the earth, the Roman and the Parthian. 
But his owncountrymen,beingnaturally fickle and 
haughty, quickly repented of their choice, and 
fpurning the idea of a flare, (for fo they conftrued 
the word hoftage,) as well asrej ecting the impofition 
of a king, not by any law of arms, as it was a time 
of profound peace, in the heat of their refentment, 
they fent for Artabanus, who was then king of the 
Medes, and of the blood of Arfaces. Aratbanus 
u!gtf dr^le-ininiediately accepted the offer, and, upon his ar- 

[hbnswh'o riva * at t ^ xe bead of a confiderable army, was en- 
StadforAiw countered by Vonones, who repulfed him, thege- 
ntamu. nerality of the Parthians as yet maintained their al- 
legiance : but Artabanus, being in afliort time re- 
inforced, gave Vonones a total overthrow in a fe- 
cond battle ; fo that, with great difficulty, he ef- 
caped, with fome few horfe, into Seleucia. Arta- 
banus, taking advantage of the confternation of his 
Vonones is opponents, prefled on the purfuit with a terrible 
anlalcs' fl au f?hter, and retired to Ctefiphon with his victo- 
hta Arme- rious army, This action put him in poffeflion of 

the kingdom of Parthia. Vonones, in the mean 
time, i\cd into Armenia, expecting to obtain the 
government there, folicitingCaefaralfo to aflifthim 
in his defign • But whether the emperor fufpected 



co Rome. 



Vonones 
fent from 
Roois to 
tak*.* did 
king.lo.Tj. 



his courage, or himfelf was afraid of incurring the 
refentment of the Parthians, Tiberius ftood aloof j 



and Vonones, defpairtng of the at rvuipf , delivered 
himfelf up to Syllanus, governor of. Syria, who, out i)tV, »-t* 
of regard to his education at Rome, gave hi in an 
honourable reception* Arta'oantr;, being now fet-^vemo, 
tied in the government of Parthia, made his fon ° S,,u * 
Orodes king of Armenia. 

At this time died Antiochus, king of Comagcnn, 
which occafioncd the multitude to contend with 
the nobility ; the latter being defirous of reducing 
the kingdom into the ftatc of a province, while the 
former were for being under a kingly government, 
as they were before. Upon this diipute* Germa- 
nicus was ordered away into the caft, to compofc 
the difference; but it proved the occafion of his German 
ruin ; for, after he had fettled all affairs, he was Sn C jP° u 



Ihe wn hereafter. 



CHAP. IV. 



Standards fet up in Jcrufalem with Caefar's image upon 
them. A tumult raifed upon the occafion. Pilate 
caufes the images to be removed. Demands money 
out of the facred trea/ury. A great dejlrutlionof the 
Jews. Jofephus bears illuflrious tefiimony. Decius 
Mundus enamoured of Paulina, a woman of unfpottei' 
virtue, forms fatal re[olutions. Lie, in conjunction with 
the prieft of Ifts^ bring them to an interview. A crimi- 
nal intercourse enjucs. The priefs and Ide are crucified, 
and the temple of Ijis defiroyed. 

PILATE, governor of Judaea, upon the removal 
of the army from Casfhreato Jerufalem, to take Pilate 
up their winter quarters there, brought feveral ftan-jjjjgjg 
dardsinto the city, with the image of Caefar, to the imojen. 
violation of the Jewifli laws, which exprefsly pro- 6 * 8 " 1, 
hibit the ufe of fuch figures ; for which reafons no 
former governors brought eufigns with fuch orna- 
ments upon them before. The prefent governor 
was the firft that ever tranfgreffed this rule j and 
further, he brought them in by ftealth, and fixed 
them up in the dead of the night, when none were 

prefent. When the citizens obferved them next 
morning, they afTembled in great multitudes, and 
attended Pilate atCaefarea,with a petition for the re- 
moval of thofe images to fome other place. After 
feveral days waiting, and Pilate ft ill refufing, upon peddoafi 
pretence that it was a requeft not to be granted^** 
without offering an indignity to Caefar, they flill 
perfifted in their importunities. But the governor, 
upon the feventh day of the Jews attendance, com- 
manded a party of foldiers tobe ready in arms, where 
he appointed them, and thereupon mounted a tri- 
bune, which he had caufed to be erected in the cir- 
cus, as a place raoft commodious for a furprize. 
When the Jews renewed their petition, he gave a 
fignal to the foldiers to encompafs them round, 
and threatened that their puniihment fhould be 
immediate death, unlefs they would quietly de- 
part to their refpe&ive habitations. The Jews, 
notwithftanding this alarming menace, caft them- « 
felvcs upon the ground, and laid their necks bare ; 
thereby intimating that their lives were notfo dear 



The Jew 



to them as the laws of their country. Pilate was 
fo deeply imprelfed with this inftance of their for-* 001 * 



from Jetf" 



titude in preferving their laws inviolate, that he ftj CIE ; 
commanded the images to be carried back from 
Jerufalem to Casfarea. 

The next thing Pilate undertook was to bring an 
aqueduct to Jerufalem, about two hundred fur- 
longs from the city ; for which purpofe he demand- 
ed money out of the facred treafury. The Jews, 
enraged atthis proceeding, afTembled in great num- 



1 
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bers, to try the eiFedt of popular clamour in divert- 
ing him from his purpofe. Some, as is ufual upon 
fuch occafions, ufed reproaches, and poured forth 
the mo ft provoking invectives ; infomuch that he 
ordered a certain number of foldiers to a flume the 
habit of the vulgar clafs, carry daggers under their 
garments, and be ready to obey a private fignal. 
He then commanded the Jews to depart ; hut as 
tney perfifted not only in denial, but reproach, the 
fignal was given to the foldiers, who fell upon 
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j^irf* tliciii, dealuigdeftru&ioii nidi fcriniinntcly} arid the 

j cWJ> bcim' unarmed, and confcqucntly tuuircparcd 
*i twt ' J. .•/t_v*-^ i tmt *it** tumult* 



for refinance, an cud was put to the 



aifTt()nr At the fame time tlicrc appeared in i Judsca an cx- 
ofV f ^ hft, traordinary per fan, called JESUS, if it be lawful to 
Shlift call him a man. He was a famous worker of mi- 

racles, a teacher of thofc who were defirous of re- 
ceiving the truth in fimplicity, and brought over 
to him many difciplcs, both Jews and Gentiles, 
This was the CHRIST, whom Pilate, at the accu- 
sation of the princes and great men of the nation, 
delivered up to the ignominious punifhment of the 
crofs ; not withftanding which, thofe who firft loved 
him did not forfake him. He appeared to them 
alive again the third day after his crucifixion, which 
the divine prophets had foretold, together with 
numberlefs other wonders concerning him. And 
thence, to this day, there is a fet of people, who 
bear the name of Christians, as owning him for 
their Head, Lord, and Matter. 

About this time another calamity caufed great 
diforder among the Jews, which arofe from certain 
fharoeful pra&iccs about the temple of Ifis that was 
then at Rome. The particulars are as follow : 
There was at Rome, one Paulina, a. woman no lefs 
eminent for her virtue than her birth, poflefled of 
SfhewLan ample fortune, mod equifite beauty, and had 
pie of ifis. withal confummatc modefly. She wasmarried to 

Saturninus, a hufband worthy of fuch a wife : but 
it fo fell out, that one Decius Mundus, a Roman 
knight, in the prime of life, fell defperately in love 
with her. As fhe was a perfon above the tempta? 
tion of prefents, he was the more inflamed with a" 
defire of gaining her, and proceeded fo far, how- 
ever, as to offer two hundred thoufand drachmae 
to ingratiate himfelf with the obje& of his adora- 
tion. When thefe means proved ineffectual, and 
he became more and more enamoured, he began 
to meditate his own deftru&ion. There . was a fe- 
male domeftic belonging to the father of Mundus, 
called Ide, a woman of intrigue and cunning, who 
obferving his paffion had tranfported him beyond 
all bounds of reafon, encouraged him to hope for 
the pofleffion of Paulina, by fiiggefting to him, 
that, for a confideration of fifty thoufand drachmas, 



fhtirical, lampooned hvv credulity, that had indu- 
ced her to take him into her arms, us a fUhfittutc ^™f*' te4 
for her adorable Anulm ; intimating at the lame |*ojcW 
time, that it had faved him two hundred thoufand l '' 1u,ma » 
drachmas. 



When the woman rcflc&cdon the deception, fhe 
rent her clothes, burft into vehement exclamations, 
related the whole circumftance to- her hufband, 
and requefted, if he had any regard for her, that he ™ c p»t~ 
would not fuffer fo flagrant an indignity to pafsun- tiom the 
punifhed. The hufband reprefented th.e matter to c ^ T ? ^ ce4 
Tiberius, who* upon full enquiry and information, Meandthc 
caufed thefe fandified, or rather iacrilegious^ im- 
poftors, together with Ide, the jnventrefs of the ana the ' 
plot, to be crucified. He commanded the temple {^Semo- 
of Ifis to be pulled down, and her ftatiie thrown Kshed. 
into the Tiber ; but mitigated the fentence of 
Mundus to banifliment," as a young man overcome 
by the irrefiftible force of his paffion. 
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CHAP. V. 



ira- 



Profligate Jem irnpofe themfclves on the credulous as 
teachers of the law. Extort money upon fradulent 
pretences. Caufe the expulfion of their brethren from 
Rome. A Samarian impojlor. Siege of lirathaba. 
The afjailants cut to pieces. The Samarians exhibit 
a complaint againft Pilate. Marcellus made governor 
of Judaea. Pilate cited before Tiberius Caefar. 

■ 

_ % » 

A Certain Jew, a notorious profligate,* who, to 
avoid the ftroke of public juftice, was com- Four 
pelled to fly his country, pafled at Rome, in thefe p>5 0r, P* r * 
days, as a kind or rabbi, together with three more for* of 
of the fame abandoned character and di&ihdtion. thcIawr - 
Holding themfelves forth as profefTors and ex- 
pounders of the laws of Mofes, they gained feveral 
profelytes, and, among others, one Fiilvia, a wo- 
man of rank and integrity, and a Jewefs by pro- 
feflion. This perfon, having delivered herfelf up to Defraud 
their authority and guidance, was prevailed upon BuWia U out 
by them to fend oblations of gold and purple to the ^"Jjp 
holy temple at J erufalem, which, from time to time, money, 
they converted to their own ufe. Saturninus, indu- 
ced by his wife, who had dete&ed the fraud, exhi- 



his defire might be accompliflied. Mundus, charm- j| bited a complaint againft the impoftors to Tibe- 
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ed with the propofal, produced the money j but 
Ide, pcrfuaded that ore had no attra&ion with Pau- 
lina, and reflecting that fhe held the goddefslfisin 
thehigheft veneration, ftie had recourfe to this in- 
vention. Having convened feveral of the priefts 
of Ifis, fworn them to fecrecy, and fecured them 
by adepofit of twenty-five thoufand drachmas, and 
a promife of as much more when the bufinefs was 
effe&ed, flie communicated to them the circum- 
ftance towards facilitating an interview between 

the parties. 

The priefts, lured by the temptation, promifed 
fair ; and one of them went immediately to Pau- 
lina, and, in a private conference, told her, that the 
god Anubis was paffionately enamoured of her, and 
thatfhemuft favour him with a vifit. Paulina wel- 
comed the meflenger ; and was fo elated with the 
ideal honour, that fhe could not forbear difclofing 
to her female companions the kind regard which 
the god Anubus entertained for her. She even 
made her hufbandacquainted with it ; and told him 
that an affignation was made between them ; to 
which, from a reliance on her infuperable virtue, 
he chearfully acceded. 

Paulina, in purfuance of this pleafing fancy, went 
into the temple of Ifis, where, in the evening, fhe 
was (hut up by one of the priefts, and meeting 
with Mundus in the dark, had hitercourfe with 
him during the night, fuppolingfhe was honoured 
with the carefTes of Anubis. In the morning they 
feparated ; and Paulina returned to her hufband, 
charmed with the late adventure, which fhe failed 
not to relate to her female companions in exagge- 
rated terms. 



Upon the third day after the interview, Mundus 
happened to meet Paulina , and, in terms poignantly 



rius, who commanded all the Jews forthwith to 
depart the city. There were 4000 foldiers entered 
upon the conful's roll, and fent away for Sardinia j a TccxpcUcd 
befides great numbers who made conference offromRom*. 
bearing arms for the fake of their religion ; and 
thefe were put to grievous torments j fo that, 
for the infamy of four flagitious impoftors, the 
Jews were all banifhed to a man. 

Nor was Samaria free from tumults, which were a tcdxtion. 
excited by a certain impoftor, who gave out, that, inSa wi a » 
if the multitude would aflemble at mount Gerfeim, 
afpot heldfacredin that country, he would under- 
take toftiew them the holy veflels which Mofes had 
caufed to be there depofited. A credulous rabble, 
lured by this plaufible tale, betook themfelves to 
arms, waiting for others to join them, in order to 
march up to the mountain in a large body. But Pi- 
late anticipated their defign, by pre-pofteffing the 
mountain with a ftrong band of horfe and foot ; 
whence they charged the Samarians, who' fiad fur- genclaw" 
rounded the village, routed and flew great .^mbers w°«^J>y 
of them, and took and carried away a multitude of of C puaa? 
prifoners, the principal of whom were put to death 
by order of the governor of Judasa. 

When this tumult was appeafed, the leading men 
of the Samarians applied to Vitellius, a perfon of 
confular dignity, and at that time governor of Sy- 
ria, and brought a charge of murder againft Pilate. Marcello* 
Vitellius, upon this, fent his friend Marcellus to governor of 
take charge of the government of Judasa and °r-^^^ a t ^ 
dered Pilate to Rome, to anfwer before the em-toappeAr 

the accufations exhibited againft 
had held the government of Judaea ten c££r. 
when he prepared for his journey to 
but Tiberius departed this life before his 
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'/illins magnificently received at Jcrufalem* Hyr* 
r inns hui I (Is a caflle^ and calls it /lntonia. CaiapAas 
r'epojed. Fit c Hi us forms a league with Ar tab anus. 
The Varthians bfc Armenia. Art ab anus betrayed^ 
iut is reinforced \ and recovers his kingdom. Treaty 
betwixt Tiberius and Artabanus. 



hojlage. 



Darius Jent as 
Vitellius returns to Antioch. Death and 
of Philip. 



tkc jewrs. Paflbver,) where he was mod honourably received, 

and remitted the inhabitants all the taxes upon 
fruits bought and fold. He rcftored tothepriefts 
alfo the keeping of the pontifical veftments in the 
temple, as they had been of old, but were of late 
depofited in the caftlc of Antonia, upon the follow- 



AT this time Vitellius went into Judaea 
vifitcd Jerufalem, (it being the Feaft o 



ing occalion 



The h:<*h- 
prieff 



Hyrcanus, the high-prieft, and firft of that name, 
vestments having built a tower near the temple, pafled the 

the°ccmp»c greater part of his time there, keeping in his own 
of Antonia. cuftody the pontifical veftments and ornaments, in 

order toreferve them for hisownufe, as did hisfiic- 
ceflbrs, for a confiderable time after him. Rut He- 
rod, upon his fucceflfion to the throne, was fo well 
pleafed with the fituation, beauty, and ftrength of 
this fort, that he caufed it to be improved at a very 
great expence, and called it by the name of Anto- 
nia, in honour of Anthony, his particular friend. 
In this caftle he found the facred veftments, and 
there he ordered them to be kept, from an opinion, 
that having them in his pofleffion, would keep the 
Jews in proper decorum. Archelaus, his fon and 
iucccfibr, followed his example, and from the fame 
motive, as did the Romans alfo after the reduction 
of the kingdom into a province ; andthefe pontifi- 
cal robes were depofited in a cabinet appropriated 
to that fole ufe, under the feal of the priefts and 
keepers of the holy treafury, the governor of the 
caftle being obliged to have a lamp burning before 
the place. Upon the feventh day preceding the 
three folemn feftivals, he delivered out the veft- 
ments to the high-prieft, who, having caufed them 
to be purified, performed the facred functions in 
them ; and the day following depofited them in the 
ufual place. This was the practice at the three 
annual feftivals, and upon the folemn faft. 

But Vitellius was now pleafed, in favour of the 
Jews, to give up all the pontifical robes into the 
pofleifion of the priefts again, and to difcharge the 
governor from any further care of them. This he 
high- did to conciliate the efteem of the Jewifh nation. 

prieft in- 

Caiaph*. phas, from the office of high-prieft, and conferred 

it upon Jonathan, the fon of the high-prieft An a- 
nus, after which he returned to Antioch. 

Upon his arrival, he received letters of inftruc- 
tion from Tiberius Casfar, to form a league of 
friendflup with Artabanus, king of Parthia ; the 
emperor being apprehenfive, if he fhould get pof- 
feflion of Armenia, that he might become a dan- 
gerous f enemy ; but Vitellius was enjoined to form 
the league'upon no other condition than t* 
having owe of the king's fons as anhoftage. 
induced Vitellius to tamper with the kings of Ibe- 
ria and Alania, by the offer of a great fum of money, 
to engage them in a war with Artabanus. His ut- 
moft efforts could only prevail with the Iberians to 
open a free paffage for the Alanians through their 
city, and fo, by the Cafpian mountains, to enable 
them to pave the way for an iiicurfion into the 
kingdom of Armenia. By means of this irruption, 
Armenia was again taken from the Parthians ; and 



Jonathan 



He then depofed Jofeph, who was alfo called Caia- 



ing« of Vi- 
tellius ref- 
pc&tng the 
king of 
Parthia. 



This 
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that ftroke was followed with fo defperate a ravage 
of their own country, that the principal men were 
almoft entirely cut off, together with the king's 
fons, and fuch vaft numbers of the common peo- 
ple, that this invafion may be fa id to have laid all 
wafts before it. 

■ 

Artabanus now fatally perceived that he had 



been betrayed muW lih wry wA\ thn ]fa 
friends and relations were !>nb :d into a plot with 
Vitellius for his dcftrmUofi ; fo tii;/ 0 hot I;now'n,jr 
in whom to rcpofc confidence, and fufpectin^ 
treachery under the guife of friendflup, h c made 
hisefcapc into the upper provinces, where he was An**, 
not only protected, but reinforced with fo confide- 
rable an army of the Dalit and Saci, that he tun**™** 
only overthrew liis enemies, but recovered his 
kingdom. 

Upon this turn of affairs, Tiberius proposed an "52* 
alliance with Artabanus ; and, upon thisinvitation, JJJJJJjJf 
Artabanus and Vitellius wen t to the Euphrates, and ^SJ. 
a bridge being laid over the river, they each of 
them came attended with their guards, and met 
upon the middle of the bridge. At the conclnfion 
of the treaty, Herod, thetetrarch, gave them both 
a very fplendid and magnificent entertainment, in 
a tent he had created, at a great expence, uponfoK 1 ^ 1 
the fame river. Artabanus foon after fent his fon, fa» 
Darius, as an hoftage to Tiberius, with a varity of hofta ^ 
prefents ; and one amongft the reft was a man 
feven cubits in height, by profeffion a Jew, whom 
they called Eleazar the Giant. Vitellius after 
this returned to Antioch, and Artabanus to Ba- 
bylon. 

Herod, defirous of giving Csefar the firft infor-ctafo 

mationof their having obtaining hoftages,difpatch-H2J^ 
ed amefTenger with every particular of the treaty to br «kr. 

Rome; and each circumftance being fo accurately 
defcribed, the intelligence of Vitellius becameneed- 
lefs. He was, however, much difgufted at his of- 
ficious anticipation, but fmothered his refentment 
till Caiuscame to the government. 

/ 

At this time died Philip, the brother of Herod, 
in the twentieth year of the reign of Tiberius, and 
the thirty-feventh of his tetrarchy, ofTrachon, 
Gaulanitis, and Batamea. He was a man of a quiet, 
eafy difpofition, and fpenthis whole life in the com- 
pafs of his own jurifdi&ion. He fcarcely ever went 
abroad, but in company with fome few of his fele<3; 
friends ; and had a chair carried after him, which, 
upon feveral occafions, he ufed as a feat of juftice. 
If an appeal was made to him for his decifion of any 
matter in controverfy, he immediately proceeded 
to the examination of thecaufe, and gave fentence 
according to validity of evidence. He died at 
Julias, and was buried, with great funeral pomp, 
in a monument hc had prepared for himfelf; but 
leaving no iflue behind him, Tiberius annexed his 
domains to Syria, upon condition that the tributes 
in that tetrarchy fhould not go out of the 



country 



CHAP. VII. 



A war between Herod, the tetrarchy and Aretas, the kb:g 



ifonsd 



of Part hi a. Particulars cf the occafion of it. John 

?/ Herod. Vitellius 
marches by the way of Judaea towards Pctra* The 
Jews are offended at the images in the Roman enftgns. 

val held at Je 

from Jonathan to Theophilus. 



The pontificate transferred- 

)f the 



A 



death of Tiberius. Progeny of Herod the Great. 

WAR broke out at this time between H^ rOC * K ^j 
and Aretas, king of Parthia, upon the follow-"^ 

Herod, the tctrarch, married thcH«odoi 



ing occafion. 



daughter of Aretas^ with whom he cohabited a con- 
fiderable time ; butbeing called after wards toRome, 
hc paid a vifit to Herod, his brother-in-la w, (the fon 
of the daughter of Simon, the high-prieft,) in his 
way, where hc became fo paffionatcly enamoured ot 
Hcrodias, wife of his brother, and daughter of 
Ariftohulus, their brother, that hc had the c onfi- T f, e p jpj 
dence to make n propofal of marriage to her/upon<*o* 
his return from Rome, and of put ting a way his wife, 
the daughter of Aretas, which u as agreed toon both 

fides, as the condition of their marriage. He then » 
profecutcdhis voyage furRome, where, having done 

his bufinefs, lie returned home. His wife, haying 
by this time received intelligence of his intrigue 
with Kerodias artfully inflnuatcd a defire of obtain- 
ing his permifflon to go to Machreras, a caftle upon 
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f ( »c bordf r* of the dominions of Arctaa, Herod, 
not fufpc^Hng the caufc of her rc<|tieft, readily 
roniplie/l J ami, as Mcchr^ras was placed under the 
dominion of her father, every neccfTary prepara- 
tion was then made, for her journey. The gover- 
nor, immediately upon her arrival, furnifhed her 
with Arabian guards, who conducted her from ftage 
to ft age, with allpoffible fpced, to her father's pa- 
lace. When fhe related the circumftance of He- 
rod's amour, Aretas became naturally incenfed ; 
and there being, at that time, a difpute concerning 
the boundaries of fome land in Gamala, and the 
two armies in the field ready to decide the point in 
queftion,they laid hold of this pretence,and brought 
it to a battle, in which Herod was totally routed, 
through the treachery of a band of refugees that 
came over from Philip, and were at that time in the 
pay of Herod. The tetrarch no fooner gave Tibe- 
rius intelligence of thisdifafter, than he difpatched 
Vitellius is orders to Vitellius to make war upon Aretas, tore- 
nlTwi° taliate the fuppofed indignity, and either bring 

him prifoner, or fend his head to Rome. 

There prevailed amongft the Jews a general opi- 
nion that this difafter was the effect of a Divine ven- 
geance upon Herod and hi.? army, for the blood of 
John, furnamed the Baptift, who was bafely mur- 
dered by order of this tetrarch. He was a man of 
ofjoftphus a n immaculate ch^radter, whofe grand concern was 
c^chi to exhort the Jews to the pra&ice of piety and vir- 
wacr of tue? point out tbeneceffity of repentance, and hold 
&t. C forth, by baptifm, the import and meaning of re- 

cneration and a new life ; not as confiding in ab- 
fiaining from a particular fin, but in an habitual 
purity both of mind and body. Such was the in- 
fluence and authority of this great and good man, as 
appeared from the multitude of his difciples, and 
the veneration they had for his doctrine, that Herod 
was apprehenfive he might inftigate them to arc- 
volt. Actuated therefore by this fordid principle, 
he fent him away bound to Machreras, (the caftle 
Heiiim- before mentioned,) where, by the malice and con- 
K e of 7 trivance of Herodias, his brother's wife, (with 
Heroi. whomhe was greatly enamoured,) the Baptift was 

afterwards put to death j and that impious barba- 
rity was followed by a Divine vengeance on the 
execrable caufe of it, as the Jews, from the beft 
foundation, were firmly perfuaded. 

Vitellius was now preparing for the Arabian war, 
and upon his march towards Petra, with two legi- 
ons, and all the auxiliaries, horfe and foot, of .the 
Roman allies. When he was advanced as far as 
Ptolemais, thinking to take his paflage acrofs Ju- 
<la?a, the leading men of the country met him on 
his way, intrcating him to fteer fome other courfe, 
as the images which the Romans ufually bear on 
Tkj^ri their enfiens are repugnant to the religion and laws 
Kihsima- or the Jews, The general complied with the re- 

t££an C l ue '^ anc ' ^ ent army about, through the com- 
tciouts. pafsof an extenfive plain, while he himfelf, with 

Herod the tetrarch, and his friends, went up to Je- 
rufalem, to the celebration of a public feftival 
which then approached. He was received with the 
utmoftrefpec1:and honour, and took his abode there 
three days, during which time he transferred the of- 
fice of high-prieft from Jonathan to his brother 
Theopbilus. Upon the fourth day he received in- 
telligence of the death of Tiberius j and, in confe- 
quence thereof, made the people fwear allegiance to 
Caius Caligula, the fucceflbr ; called back his troops, 
and ordered them into winter quarters, putting a 
ftop to the war up6n the change of government. 

There prevailed a report that upon the intelli- 
gence of the expedition of Vitellius, Aretas con- 
sulted the diviners and foothfayers rcfpe&ing the 
event of the undertaking, and that they foretold, 
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That the army then upon the march fhould never 
reach Petra ; as either one of the princes would die, 
or the general appointed to the command, or the 
perfon againft whom the war was made fo that 
Vitellius returned to Antioch. As I am now rela- 
ting thefe vicifTitudcs of human events, I deem it 
not foreign to the purpofe to make fomeremarks on 
the fate of Herod and his family, which certainly 
dHplays remarkable inftances of the wifdom and 
power of Divine Providence. It tends to (hew, 



that dignity of birth, the mod fpienrfid fortune, bf 
numerous progeny, arc objefts of no ctfnfidrratiou 
with piety and virtue. We find this maxim con-' 
firmed in the cafe of Herod, who, within the courfe 
of an hundred yc;trs, had not any remains left of fo 
numerous a family. This (hould ferve as a check 
to the vain pretenfions of arrogant mortals, and 
lead them to admire the wonders of Providence ; 
and, amongft the reft, the advancement of Agrip- 
pa from a private fortune, to fo eminent a degree 
of dignity and power. We have given an account 
of the progeny of Herod in the abftrad, but fliall 
now give it in detail* 



Progeny of 



Herod the Grcathad, by Mariamne, the daughter 

of Hyrcanus, two daughters, Salampfo, who mar- G,cai * 
ried Phafael, the fon of Phafael, the king's eldeft 
brother, with the father's confent, and Cypros, who 
married Antipater, the nephew of Herod, by his 
filler Salome. 

Phafael had, by Salampfo, five children, Antipa- 
ter, Herod, Alexander, and two daughters, Alex- 
andra and Cypros, who married Agrippa, the fon 
of Ariftobulus ; but Alexandra was married to one 
Timius, a nobleman of the ifle of Cypros, who 
died without iflue. Agrippa had, by Cypros, two 
fonsand three daughters. The latter were Bernice, 
Mariamne, andDrufilla; the former Agrippa, and 
Drufus, who died in his minority. Agrippa, the 
father, was brought up under his grand-father He- 
rod the Great, together with his brothers, Herod 
and Ariftobulus, as was alfo Bernice, the daughter 
af Salome and Coftobarus. 

■ 

The children of Ariftobulus were at that time in-* 
fants, when their father, and his brother Alexander, 
were put to death by Herod. When they arrived 
to years of maturity, this Herod, the brother of 
Agrippa, marriedMariamne,the daughter of Olym, 
pias (who was king Herod's daughter) and of Jo- 
seph, Herod's brother, by whom he had Ariftobu- 
lus. Ariftobulus, the third brother of Agrippa, 
married Jotape, the daughter of Samfigeram, king 
of the Emefenes, by whom he had a daughter called 
after her mother, and that was born deaf. Thefe 
were the children of the three brothers ; but Hero- 
dias, their filter, married Herod, the fon of Herod 
the Great, whomhe had by Mariamne, the daughter 
of Simon, the high-prieft, and from thence.came 
Salome ; after whofe birthHerodias made no fcruple, 
in defiance of the law of our country, of taking He- 
rod, the tetrarch of Galilee, for her fecond huf- 
band, though her hufband's brother, by the father's 
fide, having alfo abandoned a former huiband who 
wasyetjiving. Salome, the daughter, married Phi- 
lip, the fon of Herod, the tetrarch of the Tracho- 
nitcs, who died without iflue : after which he marri- 
ed Ariftobulus, the fon of Herod, and brother of 
Agrippa, by whom (he had three fons, Herod, 
Agrippa, and Ariftobulus. Thus much for the 
family of Phafael and Salampfp. 

Cypros had, by Antipater, 3 daughter,called after 
the mother, w r ho was married to Alexas Selcius, 
the fon of Alexas, who, by her, had one daughter, 

But Herod and Alexander, the brothers 



Cypros 

of Antipater, died without iflue. 



Alexander, the 



fon of king Herod, that was put to death by his fa-* 
ther,had, by Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, Alexander and Tigranes. 

This Tigranes was that king of Armenia, who 
had an accufation brought againft him by the Ro- 
mans, and died without children. Alexander had 
a fon called Tigranes alfo, after the name of his un- 
cle, whom Nerq advanced to be king of Armenia ; 
and had a fon named Alexander, who married Jo- 
tape, the daughter of Antiochus, king of Comage- 
na, and was n^de king of Lefts, in Cilicia, by 
Vefpafian. Tire race of Alexander's fons declined 
from the Jewifli laws and difcipline to the religion 
of the Greeks ; and the other daughters of Herod 
the Great left no children behind them. Having 
thus gone through the pofterity of this prince, as 
far as the reign of Agrippa, we lhall now advert to 



chehiftory of Agrippa himfelf, and (hew the ama- 
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r/mg ruccefHon of events tltstt at length advanced 
hftn tofo great a degree of dignity and power. 
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Exaltation and profnfion of Agrippa. 11c conciltates 
the favour of the great. Incur s the hatred of his 
brother Arifiobnltts. Is gracionfly received by Caefar 
at Caprcae, Charged with a defraud by Herennius 
Difmiffed the court. Succefs of his artifices. Dila- 
tory temper of Tiberius, Agrippa committed to pri- 
Jon upon an accufation of Eutychus. Prcdittion of 
a German upon an owVs perching over Agrippa's 
head. Tiberius inexorable towards him. Popularity 
of Caius. Tiberius, upon confulting the oracle, as 
to the fuccejfion, is directed to Caius* Transfers the 
government to him. Death of Tiberius, and fuccej- 
fion of Caius. CharaSier of the late emperor. A- 
grippa difcharged from confinement, and treated with 
ftngular honour. Marcellus appointed to the govern- 
ment of Judaea. 

AGRIPPA, being at Rome, a fhort time before 
the death of Herod the Great, and frequently 
admitted to the emperor's palace, had infinuated 
himfelf into the graces of his fon Drufus, asalfo 
of Antonia, the wife of Drufus the elder % by means 
of his mother Bernice, for whom Antonia had 
great eftcem, Agrippa was naturally of an open 
generous temper, but kept within the bounds of 
moderation, in hisexpences, during the life of his 
mother ; but, upon her demife, gave into every ex- 
cefs of extravagance, and efpecially amongft the 
creatures of the court, infomuch that he had in- 
curred fuchlaads of debts, that he was under a ne- 
ceffity of abandoning Rome. Tiberius, at the fame 
time, alfo lofing his fon, could not bear the light 
of any of the companions of Drufus, as they would 
remind him of his lofs. 

atm Having fquandered his property, and injured his 
iz. character, through hisprofufion, and being prcfled 
by creditors without the means of making Satisfac- 
tion) Agrippa returned to Judaea, and partly thro* 
fliame for his indifcretion, retired to Malatha, a 
caftlein Idumasa, refolving there to put an end to 
a miferablc life. Cypros, apprehending the moll: 
fatal effe&s from the daily increafe of his melan- 
choly, wrote to her lifter Herodias an account of 
his very neceflitous condition, adjuring her, by all 
the ties of honour and affinity, to afford him fome 
affiliance. This application fo far wrought upon 
Herodias, that (he prevailed with her hulband to 
fend for Agrippa, allow him a penfion, and the 
government of Tiberias, for his prcfent mainte- 
nance. But Herod did not long continue his pro- 
tection ; nor did Agrippa difcovcr much fatisfadtion 
with his fituation ; infomuch, that, at a convivial 
hoard, Herod reflected upon his poverty, and re- 
proached him with having, by his profulion, ren- 
dered himfelf a dependant on his bounty. 

I* kindly Agrippa, difgufted at fo palpable a taunt, betook 
recttivedby himfelf to Flaccus, aparticularfrieud at Rome, and 

at that time governor or Syria. Flaccus gave him 
a kind reception, having, as a gueft, Aritlohuius, 
who, though his brother, was inimical to Agrippa : 
but this circumftance did not prevent Flaccus from 
dividing his good offices indifcriminatcly betwixt 
them. Ariftobulus, however, indulged his fplcen ; 
and an incident occurred, that furnifhed him with 
the means of working Flaccus into an unfavourable 
opinion of Agrippa* There was a difpute betwixt 
tire people of Damafcus andthofe of Sid on concern- 
ing the limits of their territory. The caufe was to 
be tried before Flaccus ; and the people of Damaf- 
cus being informed of the weight of influence 
Agrippa had with the governor, determined, by a 
valuable confideration, to engage him in their in te- 
reft. The bargain was ftruck, and promifes ex- 
changed ; fo that Agrippa ftrenuoufly contended 
for the claim of Damafcus in oppofition to that of 
Sidon . Ariftobulus, finding that his brother was ac- 
tuated by a pecuniary motive, complained of him 

to the governor, who, upon examination^ and 
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proof of the tliarj^, rcj^ico Agiippa \ to that be- 
ing again abandoned to the wide world, he went Aft »»jrj 



thet 
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Marfyas accordingly applied toProtus, a freeniaa 
of Bernicc, the mother of Agrippa, and his late 
patronefs, that, in her I alt will and tcftament had 
recommended him to the fcrvicc of Antonia, for , 
the loan of a fum of money to him upon his bond. 
Protus accufed Agrippa with non-payment of what 
was already due ; and by that means compelled 
Marfyas, when he made the bond of twenty thou* 
fand attic drachmas, to accept of two thoufandfive 
hundred lefs than what he delired. 

Upon the receipt of this fupply, Agrippa went 
to Anthedon, took {hipping, and prepared himfelf 
to put to fea. But intelligence of this being given 
to Herennius Capito, procurate of Jamnia, he fent 
a band of foldiers to demand of him payment of a 
debt of three hundred thoufand drachmsoof filver, 
which he borrowed from Casfar's treafury when he 
was at Rome. This accident, for a few hours, fiifc 
pended his purpofe. He made fair promifes $ but, 
when night came on', cut hiscabels, flood off to 
fea, and fteered his courfe for Alexandria. Upon ft&iifr 
his arrival, he defired Alexander^ the principal of- K ^ 36 ^ 
ficer of the revenue, tolend him two hundred thou-, 
fand drachmre upon his own feeurity. The officer 
rejected his requeft ; but complimented his wife 
upon her known integrity, and offered the loan of 
the money upon her bond. In fine, upon the fe- 
eurity of Cypros, Alexander fupplied Agrippa with 
five talents at Alexandria, and letters of credit for 
the reft at Puteoli ; for he was not willing to veiv* 
turc the whole fum in his hands together, from a 
knowledge of his profufion and 
Cypros, finding, by this time, that her hulband was W8 * 
refolutely bent upon his journey, went back with 
her children to Judasa by land. 

Agrippa, upon his coming to Puteoli, informed 
Tiberius Crefar (who then refided at Caprea*) by 
letter, that he was come fo far to pay him his duty, 
and requefted permiflion to wait upon him. Tibe- 
rius, without delay, returned him the kindeft an-^*5f 
iwer, with auurance or his gracious reception atiibcsa. 



Agrippa 

extravagance. mf<* 



i 



Capreae ; and accordingly, upon his arrival, fainted 
him with the greateft tendernefs, introduced hi: 
into his palace, and entertained him in the moft 
fumptuous and magnificent manner. But the day 
following Crefar received letters of complaint 
again it Agrippa from Herennius Capito, fetting 
forth that " being threehundred thoufand drachma? 
in the em peror's debt, and the money long fince due, 
he had only demanded fatisfaiftion in the bond; 
but that Agrippa, having ftolen away to evade juf- 
tice, the emperor was in danger of loling his mo- 
ney." Tiberius viewed this in fo heinous a light, 
that he ordered the officers of his court not to ad- 
mit Agrippa till he had paid his debt. Agrippa took 
no notice of the emperor's difpleafure, but went 
to Antonia, the mother both of Germanicus and of 
Claudius, (who came afterwards to the empire), 
and fetting forth the danger he was in of lofing the 
favour of Ccefar, for the want of three hundred Fort^n* 
thoufand drachmae, obtained the loan of that fum 
from her, as a teftimony of her refped: for the me- 
mory of Bernice, and the friendfliip that had ever 
fubfiftcd between them. With this money he dif- 
charged the debt ; and not only re-inftated himfelf 
in the emperor's favour, but gained fo far upon 
him, that he committed his grandfon Tiberius, rcco^ 
the fon of Drufus, to his care and government. gJJJJjJ 
Agrippa was fo frnlible of the obligations he had ihec*- 
to Antonia, that he paid his court to her grand fon fC,or ' 
Caius, who was held in general efteein, both for 
his own fake, and the reverence he had for the me- 
mory of Germanicus, his father. Agrippa found 
means of borrowing a million of drachmas from one 
Thallus, a freeman of Ccefar ; part of which he 
appropriated to the payment of Antonia, and the ^ 
overplus to the defraying of the cxpences in l ,1S coflrtt° 
attendance upon Cains, who had now taken him 
into hh greateft confidence. 
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'l ire friendship between Agrippa and Caiuj com- 
ing tofo great a height, the former took olc;» (ion, 
on the iiicniiciii of Tiberius, a?; they v/crc fitting 
together in a chariot, to fuggeft a wifh, that 44 Ti- 

brriuH was taken off tin: Itagc, and Caius fuc- 
ccccicd to the empire/' Thefe words 



ceccicd to tile empire/ I neJe worm; were over- 
heard by Kutychus, who was Agrippa's freeman, 
and drove his chariot, but for the prcTcntdid not 
clifcloje them. It happened foon after, that Euty- 
chus , upon an accufation of robbing his mailer of 
feme wearing apparel, defcrted his Service ; and be- 
ing apprehended, andbroughtbeforcPifo, governor 
of the pl ace, was attccd the caufe of it, when he re- 
plied, hebad fomethingtofaytoCajfar, that tended 
to his fecurity mid preservation. Eutychus, upon 
this, was lent bound to Capnea, and kept in chains 
by Tiberias, who, even on the moft urgent occa- 
iion, was addi&cd to floth and delay. He would 
not admit ambaiTadors without hefitatioii ; horfup- 
K^r'of ply vacancies in i governments of provinces, till he re- 
Tibcims ce i vec [ certain information of the deaths of former 

deputies or governors. 



I 



fake a denial, tck mj opportunity of accolling Ti~ 
bcriut, and preferring her re que ft, that Eutychus 
might be called and heard, fie mod folcinnly up- ' 
pealed to the gods, that what he was about to do 
lie did reluctantly, and only hi compliance with her 
rccue'L 

Upon this he commanded Macro, fucceflbr to Se- c * fir 
janus hi liis coin million for the guards, to caufe Eu- IhcfoHd. 
tychus to be brought before him ; and as foon as he Mtion4 . v * 
came into hisprcfence, alked him what he had to al- Ant0M,a * 
ledge againft his patron Agrippa, who gaVe him his 
freedom ? lie anl wered, with all humility, that, u 



as 



) 



Dilatory 



if. 
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_ He was very negligent alfo 

in hearing the caufes of prifoners ; and being alked, 
by his friends, the reafon of his delayin fuch cafes, 
he thus replied ; tc If I jfhould give ambalTadors too 
" eafy admittance, they, of courfe, would be foon 
" difmifled, and othersfentin their places ; fo that 
44 my whole time would be employed in admitting 
44 and difcharging ambaiTadors. With refpeft to 
44 officers, when places are once filled, it is eafier 
44 for the fubject to keep than to change them ; for 
magiftrates are naturally covetous, and more fo 
u wlien they fuppofe their offices will not be of 
" long duration. ,y 

That this is the true character of Tiberius needs 
no other proof than that, during the courfe of a 
reign of twenty years, he fent only two governors 
into Judcea, which were Gratns, and his fucceflbr, 
Pilate,nnd that he purfued the fame plan in all other 
parts of his empire. The reafon he gave alfo for 
the delay of bringing prifoners to their trial, was 
tokeepthem thelongerinpain ; and to punifhthem 
for their paft crimes, by a lingering torment worfe 
than deatlx itfelf . 

This was the true caufe of Eutychus being kept 
fo long in chains before Ccefar would vouchsafe to 
hear him: but Tiberius, after fome time, coming 
from Caprece to Tufculanum, about an hundred 
&h^ nT ^ on S s from Rome, Agrippa deilred Antonia to 

Anronu move for Eutychus that he might have a hearing, 
Zftu£ tJ ? at -lt might be known what he had to objed: againft 
f ^ s P atron - Tiberius had great refpeft for Antonia; 
S partly through confanguinity, as being his (Ifter-in- 

law, and the widow of Drufus, and partly through 

the reputation of her virtue, in the refufal of a fe- 
cond marriage, though flie was importuned by Att- 
guftus himfelf- Belides thefe motives, Tiberius 




fthimhislife. Ashe was a man of power and cre- 
dit, the captain of his guards had engaged feveral 
men of fenatorial dignity, divers of Crefar's 



free- 



Jfc°f a men i court favourites, and military officers, in the 
thcwnfpi. con Q 3irac y • Sejanus had certainly gained his point 
}«yofsc. had not the vigilance and refolution of Antonia de- 
t>far° feated his fchemcs : for when flic had difcovered 

his defigns againft: Tiberius, flic wrote him an 
exact account of the whole, gave the letter to 
Pallas, the moft trufty of his fervants, and fent to the 
emperor at Caprene. By virtue of this difcovery, 
both the confederacy itfelf,and the agents concern- 
ed in it, were brought to light, and juftice done up- 
on Sejanus and his accomplices. This added to 




y or Agnppaone p 
Eutychus an hearing. The emperor confentcd,ob- 
lerving, that, if Eutychus had traduced Agrippa, 
he nm ft abide by the confequcuce; and, on the 
other hand, if the accufation, upon enquiry-, ap- 
peared to be true, the punifliment would certainly 
fall upon the criminal. Antonia gave Agrippa tins 
caution ; and the more flic inclined to moderation, 
he was the more eager to bring it to a fcrutiny : info- 
much, that Antonio, when /he found he would not 
No. -5. 



! 



he was one day driving Caius and Agrippa in his 
chariot, he overheard fome difcourfe that pafTed 
between them ; and particiilarly remarked a fug- 
geftion, that came from Agrippa, intimating a wilh 
44 that Tiberius might be taken off the ftagc, and 
Gaius fucceed to the empire," as it might redound 
to his intereft and advantage. Tiberius wafc difpo- 
fed to belifcve this information, and was mttch iri- 
cenied at Agrippa, becaufe that, after his having 
committed the care of his grand fou to him, he had 
dedicated himfelf wholly to the (ervsce.of Caius. 
The emperor, upon this, turning to Macro, ex- 
claimed, u Piit him in chains." Macro, not under- 
standing to whom Tiberius, referred, alked him 
what man ? The emperor fternly replied, 44 Agrip- 
pa" .The latter immediately betook himfelf to 
prayers and fupplications. adjuring Tiberius, by 
the tendernefs he had for the memory of his fon, 
with whom he had the honour to be fo well acquain- 
ted, and for the lake of the ferviccs he had been fo 
happy as to render to his grandfon, to vouchfafe ucaSTfa 



The weather being ex- 



him hispardon. But all his intrea ties were in vain ; bonds 
for the guards dragged him to prifon in his purple 
robes as they found him. 

tremely hot, and Agrippa ready toperifh with thirft, 
he obferved one of Caius's (laves, whofe name was 
Thaumaftiis, carrying fome water in a veffel, and 
defired that he would let him drink. The fervant 
immediately complied with his requeft j and hav- 
ing drank heartily, he promifed, for the fervice he 
had rendered him, if he fur mounted the prefent 
difficulty, to prevail with Caius to grant him his 
freedom. Nor did he deceive him in his promife ; 
for when he afterwards came to the crown, he pro- 
cured Thaumaftus's liberty, made him fteward 
over his own eftate, and, at his death, recommend- 
ed him to his fon Agrippa, and to Bernice his 
daughter, to continue him in that charge, where- 
in he acquitted himfelf with great honour during 
the remainder of his life. 



into 



As Agrippa was (landing in chains before the pa- A G f r ~ 
lace, with others of hisfellow prifoners, and leaning diaioiT*" 
in a melancholy pofture againft a tree, there came an c £ n £ tn ™* 
owl and perched upon it. A German, that was there 5 xpp * 
in bonds, obferving it, enquired of one of the fol- 
diers, who that man in purple was ? Being informed 
that he was a Jew of the firft rank in point of ex- 
traction, he defired the foldier to fuffer him to ap- 
proach in order to fpeak to him, as he wiflied to en- 
quire concerning fome things relating to his coun- 
try. This being granted, the German, by an in- 
terpreter, thuo addrefled him : " I perceive, young 
ct man, this fudden and furprizing change of for- 
ct tune caftayou do\Vn ; nor will you eafily be per- 
cc fuaded how near your deliverance approaches un- 
cc der the favour and protection of a Divine Provi- 
u dence that watches over yon. I call the gods to 
cc witnels, both yours and ours, by whofe permit 
cc lion it is that we are here in bonds, that I fpeak 
" not this toamufc and flatter you with vain hopes ; 
ct for I well know that prognoftics of this kind, if 
u the event does not accord with the prediction, 
U aggravate inftead of alleviate the ills of life. 
c; But I deem it my incumbent duty, at all hazards, 
ct to affurc you, that you will experience fuch a 
cc change of times and things, as (hall advance you, 
cc from this ftate of mifery and dejection, to the 
cc higheft pinnacle of honour and power, and rcn- 
u der you the envy of thofe who either defpifed or 
tc pitied you before. The remainder of your davs 
u fliallbe happy ; and yo 



lhali leave children be- 
" hind you to fucceed to your good fortunes. But 
cc remember tins, whenever you feu this bird again, 
14 the fifth day after it will be ycurlaft. *SPhis is the 
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14 fuf« of what you arc give* to tuiderftandby this 
u good omen. My revelation is certain j and lde~ 

u liver you the truth, to fupport you in your prc- 
4< fent trouble, with the hope of bettfcr things to 
" come* I am now to befeechyou further, that, 
" when you find thefe things come to pals,' yon 
44 will not forget yojir fellow fufferers, but confult 
44 the deliverance of thofe you leave behind you/' 



The prophecy of this German appeared as, ludi- 
crous and improbable to. Agrippa, in the. relation, 
as it was afterwards wonderful and furprifi.ng in the 

.accomplifhment. Antonia, in the mean time, was 
deeply affedted by the hard.ufuage of her friend; but 

.taking ft: for granted, that Tiberius was not to be 
wrought upon, anil that all applications andinter- 
ceffions would therefore be in vain, all that the 
could do was to prevail with Macro, to render his 
fituation more tqlerable,by fetting affable, tradable 
men as guards over him ; allowing him to fit at table 

with the officers who had him in cuftody ; and giv- 
AntonUatIak ing accefs to his friends that were difpofed to vifit 
miaiften him. All this was accordingly granted, infomuch 
TOmforc t hat Silas, his friend, and Marfyas and Stychus, 
undcrcon- two of his freemen, brought him the moft accept- 
ncmcnt. a ^j e . an( j afforded him many other indulgen- 

* cies under the connivance of the foldiers, from the 
hints they had received from Macro, 

. When Agrippa had remained in confinement fix 
Su dSfpe- months, Tiberius, upon his return to Capreas, was 
raceiyfick. taken with a faint indifpofition, which increafed 

j upon him to fucli a degree, that he had no hopes of 
recovery. Perceiving his cafe defperate, he fent 
Evodus, a freeman, in whom he confided, to bring 
his children to him early the next morning, to take 
a laft interview with their dying father. I would 
here beunderftood as fpeaking of adopted children j 
for he hud none of his own ; Drufus, his only fbn, 
being deceafed : but Tiberius^ furnamed Gemellus, 
the Ion of Dnlfus, was living ; as was Caius, the 

verJX "be ^ on °^ brother Germanicus, who had now at- 
i^vcd/ c "tained to man's eftate, and poflefled moft excellent 

accomplishments. He was the darling of the peo- 
ple, from the reverence they had for the memory 
of his father's virtues, who was a prince of the 

Uth£ 'g«- gTeate.ft moderation, affability, and condefcenfion. 

His illuftrious example not only gained the favour 
of the fenate and people of Rome, but of the pro- 
vinces in general that were fubjeft to the empire, 
which he conciliated by every good office, and to- 
ken of j«ftice and humanity. His death, in fine, 
was not ib much celebrated with externalpompand 
fhow, as with tears flowing from real affe&ion and 
compunction of heart ; for the whole body of the 
people lamented the death of this prince as if each 
individual fubjeil had loft a father. The repu- 
tation of Germanicus tended greatly to the intereft 
of his fbn Caius, but particularly recommended him 
to the foldiers, who were ready to lay down their 
lives for his fcrvice . 1 



maotcoi. 



Tiberias 

propofes 

an omen 




gnal, as to the appointment to the fucceffion. He 



Tiberius, having given orders to Evodus to bring 
hisfons to him the next morning, he prayed ta the 
concerning gods of his country to dire&him, by fome manifeft 

hi* faccef- 

69 gavehimfelf the preference to Tiberius ; but durft 

not venture to pre-judge or determine in a point of 
fuch importance, without confulting the oracle. He 
then propofed to govcrnhimfelf by this token* that 
he of the two that came firft to him in the morning 
fhould be his fucceflbr. Having thus refolved, he 
gave it in charge to the tutor of Tiberius, his grands 
ion, to bring his pupil to him by break of day, 
taking it for granted th^tthe fignalrequefted would 
be in his favour. But it fell out otherwifc ; for, 
upon his feeding Evodus, by peep of day, to bring 
in him whom he fhould firft fee, he found only 
Caius, and accordingly informed him that the em- 
peror required his prefence. Tiberius, it feems, 
not fufpe<5ting the importance of the bufinefs upon 
which he vvas to attend, had rather loitered than 
haftened upon the occafion. 

The omen x 

pirViJf iv* The emperor was not a little ftartled at the fight 
▼oarof of Caiusy confifjering in what manner Providence 

had defeated him ih his defign of difpofing of the 



Caius. 



government, by fettling it contrary' to his inclina- 
tion. But he was more affc<5tcd through thisdifap* 
pointment, by apprehenfion for the perfonal fafety 
of hisgrandfon, than lofs of the empire* For when 
dominion is in queftion, power muft carry it : am* 
bition knows no kindred- ; and among ft rivals for 
fway, the one can never think himfelf fafe but ii\ 
the ruin of the other. 




« * 



Tiberius had been very much given to aftrology, r j_J 
and the calculation of nativities, and had governed gw2* 
his a&ions, iii a great meafure, by the dire&ion of ^5 
wizards and fortune-tellers. Accordingly, hap- 
pening once to c aft his eye upon Galba, he turned 
to fomeparticular friends about him,and exclaim- 
ed, cc That man will be emperor of Rome." Upon 
the who\e, none of the emperors were fo much ad- 
duced to divination as Tiberius. JBut nothing 
touched him fo fenfibly as this foreboding encoun-; 
ter of the two competitors, which wrought upon 
him in jfuch a manner, that hegave up his grandfoa 
for loft, abandoned himfelf to a kind of defpair, 
and involved himfelf in perplexed refearches into 
thedefigns of Pr6vidence,that are wifely concealed 
from mortals, when he might have lived happily Jn 
apatient rcfignation to the will of heaven. Thougl 
he was much difordered by this unexpected refola^ 
tion of the government for thofe to whom he did' 
not intend it, yetdeeming.it a point of expediency 
to {peak upon the occafion, he delivered himfelf to 
the following" effedl : * 



Mr* 
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I need not tell you, Caius, that Tiberius*is 

u neareft to me in blood ; yet, upon confulting the 
" will of the immortal gods, and my own rea?on,I 

" do hereby transfer the government of the Roman 
c< empire to your hands. I do like wife adjure ^ob, 
" that, in the exercife of this power, y ou never for- 
" ge^the obligation you have to him from wfcoj 
iC yo&received it; and that you (he wyour gratitude 
" to your patron, by every demonftration of lbye 
" and friendship to your brother Tiberius. I aft 
" nothing more in return for the dignity Ihavenow 
cc conferred upon you (for next to the gods you 
, u owe it all to me) than that you be not wanting 
" in any thing to him, whom nature itfelf hath 
<c made almoft infeparable from me. I am farther 
" to remind you, that it is as much ybur m- 
" tereft as your duty to follow my injunftionifpr 

c< the fecunty and fplendor of your own f6rtunc^ie- ? 
<c pends, in agreat meafure, upon the life and^rel- 
cc fare of your brother j and the day of his 
<c willbe the eve of your mifery . 
u giddy, flippery height, and a _ 
cc a man to ftand upon alone ; becaufe fins againft 
** the ties of confanguinity and nature, never fail 
" of being followed by Divine vengeance." Thefe 
were the laft words of Tiberius to Caius/ 'who ; 
promifed p undual obedience in e very pointj though 
it was evident, from the refult, he never intended the gag*; 
for he no fooner poflefled the command, ihin fi 



• • * * . 

• - • ■ 






- 1 H 

- 1 i 4 



he put his brother to death ; and he himfelf, ac- x 
cording to the prefage of Tiberius, wasafTaflinated 
fome years after. ; 

Tiberius, having declared Caius his fucceflbr, 

within a few days after departed this life, having 
reigned twenty-two years,nvemonth5,and thirteen 

Caius was now the fourth in the roll qf the 
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days. 



The rumour of the death of Tiberius Thepc^ 



emperors. 

was grateful to the Romans, though they durft not 
venture too much upon the truth of it, being fear- 
ful left, through their credulity, they might dis- 
cover a fatisfa&ion tfeat -would lubjeib them to the 
information of fpies, and be attended with certain 
death. Tiberius was, in difpofition, fierce and in- cbira8ff 
exorable to th e higheft degree ; his paffion vyas eafily 
inflamed, and his refentment was implacable . He 
conceived averfion without caufe,and executed ven- 
geance without demerit; pronouncing the rigorous 
lentchce of death for the flighteft offences . It there- 
fore concerned the people to be cautious, as to the 
difcovery of their joy for the tidings, confidering 
the mortal danger of being found in a miftake.* 



* c t 




Marfyas, Agrippa's freeman, no fooner heard of fbro»£ 
the death of Tiberius, than he pofted with the 1 1 n,MW4 
tidings to his patron,^whom he found going into a of 
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KSttto be kept over him than before- 

When Agrippa had pafled the night in this aggra- 
vated ftate of mifery;, the rumour of the death of 
Tiberius revived the next day, infomuch that it vfats 
publicly fpoken of, and faclrifjces Were offered up as 
tokens of general joy. Letters arrived from Cams, 
one to the fenate, to inform them, that Tiberiusiad 
declared him his fuccetfbr, and the other to Pifo, 
governor of the city, to the fame purpofe j giving 
orders alfo, that Agrippa fliould be dilcharg-ed the. 
prifon, and allowed thfe liberty of the honfe in 
which he had been before his commitment % fo that 
he was now out of all danger and apprehenfiori, 
and, though in cuftbdy, in ail other rcfjiedts in a 
ftate of freedom. 

Upon the retufrh of Caitts to Rome vttth tke fcbdy 
of Tiberius, the funeral dbfeqWes weire pe^Vmed 
with the utmoft pomp and folemnity . the ertrp'erbr 
would have discharged Agrippa the fdhie day, hot 
Antoriia objected to it; notfrorti any motive br ill- 
will, but becaufe it would be deemed ariinftanccbf 
difrefpedl to thememory of Tiberius, to fet free his 
prifoher fo haftily. However, in the fconffe bf a Fefr 
IgrippVat days, Caius took him home, caufed hibi tb be 
Jj^J;^ J rayed in royal habiliments, put a diadfehi hpbh his 
him many head, and made him fucceflbr to Philip's tetrarchy. 
honours. jj e g ave him the tetracrhy of Lyfanius 5 . and 

changed his iron chain for a golden one of the fame 
weight. Marcellus at the fame time was fent go- 
vernor into judsea. 

In the fecond year of the reign of Caius Cscfar, 
Agrippa requeftedpermiffion to go home, in order 

to fettle the affairs of his government, with a. pro- 
mife of returning at a ftated time. The people, on 
his arrival, were aftoniflied to fee himvwith a crown 
upon his head S thoughitdemonftrated to them the 
viciffitude of human events, in the fudden change 
from the extreme of one condition to that of ano- 
ther, Some looked upon him as the bappieft of 
men : whilft others were lb amazed at the circum- 
itances of the revolution, that they could fcarcely 
. believe even what they faw. 

■ 

CHAP. IX. 

Tie envy of Herodias. 



bath* and whifpered in the Hebrew tongue, " 
14 Won 5s dead/' Agrippa tmderftood the meaning, 
arid burft forth into a kind of extney, 44 How fhall 
44 1 requite thee for this, and many other good 
44 offices that thou haft rendered me, if it be as thou 
44 fayeft ?" The officer, whohad Agrippa in cuftody n 
obfervingthe hafte with which Marfyas delivered 
the meflagc, and the rapture with which Agrippa 
received it, and concluding that the words implied 
fome great innovation, dc fired Agrippa to give him 
an explanation; He, at firft, declined it ; but, upon 
being prefTed, told h\m\ in confidence, the whole 
ftory . The officer congratulated him on the good 
news,and treated him with a fumptuottsregalejbut, 
as they were in the midft of their conviviality^ a 
mefTenger arrived with intelligence, that TibeVras 
waspaii dangcr,and would fpeedily come-tbtown. 
Thefe words threw the officer into thegre&teft coh- 
fternation, from a confcioiifnefs .thut he had -for- 
feited his head, by regaling with a/ftate prifoner 
upon the news of Gaefar's death. He therefore 
puflied Agrippa, in a rage, frbm his feat, and ex- 
claimed, 44 Doft thouthink^toimpbfeup'dnme with 
44 a lie, concerning the death of the emperor, with* 
44 out punifliment ? Be aflurcd, that thine helad fhall 
u be the price of this malicious report. " tie theh 
ordered him into chains again, and afti*bri£er g^uaVd 
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Caiosfcts 



She prejfes her hujband 

ply to Caius in his own behalf, 
lu&ance. 



Herod, with much re- 
confents. Fortunatus is fent bysAgrippa as a 
ides of accufation exhibited againfi Herod. 
Confpiracy of Sejanus and ydrtabanus againfi Caius. 

feffes^ and is condemned to perpetual exile* 
:s well at firft, but afterwards prefuniptU- 



fpy* 
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tfelfD 



HERODIAS, the fifter of Affrippa, and wife bf 
Herod, the retrarch of Galilee and Persea,tHe 

country beyond Jordon, became fraught with envy 
No. ag. 



at the prcfent corfditiori of her bf otifer >ho,from a 
ftate tff penury and dejeiftion, wafcuoiv advanced tb 
fplcndor, dignity, a fid power; ab'dve her hufb&nd, fc«ww« > 
Her haughty fpirit <vas particularly ratTcd in feting t 
him appear in all the pomp and magnificence of f oy- s^pf*- 
alty, and exhibit himfelf as a ptbhc4pe<5lacle t6 the 
multitude* In the violence or her paffion,fheht|re r d 
her hufband tbgo immediately tbRbme,ahd mtreit 
Caefar to confer on him the fame honbbra ; In ctfder . x , 
to incitehim to compliance, fhe rej>refente^ c that jSSfe 
it would he death to her to fee he* hnfbahdi who 
was the fonof a Icing, and flood fait in thc#Fca^ 
oris of thetoeople, as well as in his prctehfibns r to flito - 
the fucceffion, ftand tahiely by, and behold the fbti 
of Ariftobulus, a bankrupt and criminal, thai had 
fuffered under the hands of jiiftice, advanced to a 
throne." She alfo obferved, " that if Herod had 
hitherto patience to live beneath the dignity of his 
father's foir, it was now time to exert himfelf in vin- 
dication of the honour of his jFamily^ without of- 
fering himfelf to own the fuperiority of a. wretch 
Who had been a dependant oh his bounty;*' She 
therefore in ft fled on their going immediately to 
Rome at any expence 
he applied to a better 
kingdom; 

Hc'rbiL frbhi a ffatfci-al loVe 6? %afp, ahd.aiiWHerpa^ 



i as money -could not pofiibly 
nfe than that of obtaining a 




eVcVj MeaiA €6 m'&t his Nvifc 'fToiii Ihfer *e«gh ; 
bit the Abrck'eVeccdeil; theiMOTe flife jn-eflfea Wtti, 
haviiig'fbVttoVfd anihcdti^btilaBletefototidfe toW- 
ftc h'cr ttom't at all everit's; in'fiii'e/fhe Was fo tr- 

* H^rod and 

that tlic ; y !et off iTor Rb*e tbVetfefer, with ^n ibtii^ 

page fui&tte to &e dignity mmpb^c^^^' 01 ^ 
bfceafibti. • * r - ' ! " 






dcfigns. ' He keptlits Ireemab, ^rt^fttns, : itiWd- Agrippa 
diheTs with letters aWd pVeTe At* fo^he 'cx^t^ ; Co ^- 



and as fbon as ttercfd (htJuld f6r ItbMe, fre 'Wis SSS-":, - 
to piit tb tea af tet hift, ^itB § atftctikr ftftftftiWi ^s 
to bis. ixibde blF^bcefcditfg bh' iiis; 'af riyalx ^bV : 

t'unatus had a quick voyage, an4 arrivcii kt !PWte^ oli 
at the fame time with Herod : but Caius'happeii'ed 
at that time to be at the Bains, a fmall town in Cora- 
pagne, about five furlongs frbtn Puteoli, a place 
famous for grand apartments in the royal palace ; 
the emperors, that freqilen ted the hot baths there, 

ftr i v ihg to oft t do each bth er in the m ag^ifie'en c e an d 
convenience of their buildings. 

. Herod, oil coming to chis place, paid his dutiful : 
obedience to the emperor j and Forturiatusimmedi- 
ately after preleniedhim his letters- The emperor, 
on perulal, found them to contain a direA charge 
againfi Herod : firft, for being a party in "the con- 
federacy of Sej anus again ft Tiberius ; and now for 
joining with Artabanus, king of Parthia, againft the 
government of Caius ; as a demon ftr a tl oh of which 
he alledged, that he had then a magazine of arms caiusgirc* 
fufficientfor feventy thoufand men. Caius, moved $£f tl a ?, 
at this information, demanded of Herod, whether letter*, 
he had fuch a ftore of arms or not ? The fa^t was 
fo clear that he coulii riot deny it ; fo that the eih* - 
peror, deeming: this fumcient. ground bFei^idence 
for treafon, took away his government, and gay e it 
to Agrippa, with his money alfo, as a regard fqVhis %^cT?o 
difcovery. lie ieiitericed Herod to e^kile duVmg life ; perpetual 
and fixed Lyons, a city of Gaiil, for tl>e place of C3ciltt - 
his refidence. i^For Herbdias, whoin hekn^w to 
be the fifter of Agrippa, he gave her t^e full com- 
mand bf whatever belonged tb her ; andj withbht 




er 



brother. But Herodias fpurned his offered ftvbur^s ; x 
declared fhe was not in a condition to ^erijoy .the 
benefit of his bounty j nor cbul<l fhe, after having 
fharcd in het hiifband's better fortune^, now abari-- 
don him in adverfity. This greatuefs of mind, 
laudable as it was, gave fuch offence t.o Cams, .that, 
through an idea o? its beiug an indignity offei"cd The fame 
him, he banifhed ah^ conned Herodias together 

With her hufbatid. this recriis' tcihave bceii a jiidg-i^aSl 
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tttent itiflfcted on her for the malignity of her envy 
to the fucccfs of her brother, as alfo a punifhment 
on Herod for being over-ruled by an ambitions and 
impetuous woman. 

c«iu#rukt xhe reign of Cains, during the two firft years of 

well ac firft. « * ° i to t i i 

his government, was prudent and moderate, and 
his conduit gained exceedingly on the people both 
at Rome itfelf, and in the provinces. But fiich was 
the pride and vanity of his heart, in the contempla- 

Arrogant!/ tion offals greatnefi and dignity, that, after a time, 
^ Q m« d *-he aflumea to himfclf tobe more than mortal, blaf- 
vo ° - phemed the higher powers, and had the audacity 

to ufurp to himfelf divine honours. 



V 2 



noon* 



CHAP. X. 



at Alexandria between the Jews and the 
They fend an embaffy to Casus. Apion 
maintains the caufe of the Greeks. Philo that of 



A tumult 
Greeks. 



Ambafla- 
dorf fen t to 
Caiat from 

the Greeks 
and Jewt . 



the Jews. 

■ « 

A TUMULT having arifen at Alexandria, be- 
twixt the Jews and the Greeks, three ambaf- 
fadors were chofen from each party „ at variance, 
and fent to Caius to decide the matter. Apion was 
the chief on the part of the Greeks, as was Philo on 
the part of the Jews. The principal allegation of 
Apion againft the Jews was, u that whereas tem- 
ples and altars were ere&ed by . all the fobje&s of 
the Roman empire elfe where in honour of Caius, 

and the fame adoration paid to the emperor as to 
the reft of the gods : the Jews alone refufed either 
to dedicate images to Caefar, or to fwear by his 
name." Apion began with this invedtive, andufed 
hisutmoft efforts to inflame Caius againft the Jews. 
But Philo, the brother of Alexander, chief officer 
of the revenue, and a man of eminent literary abi- 

w£h too- ^ti es > ftanding up in defence of the Jews againft 
mmy by the allegations of Apion, Caius, in a violent rage, 

commanded him to depart. , Philo, on this chole- 
ric repulfe, turned to the Jews, who were about 
him, and bade them be of good courage, adding 
laconically, Cc Now Caius is againft us, God will 
be for us." 



Philo 



Otfas. 



CHAP. XI. 

' Caius, in refentment of a fupppfed indignity offered him 
by the Jews, orders Petronius to fet up his ftandard 
in their temple. The Jews expoflulate with Petro- 
nius, and colledt themfelves into a body. They are- 
fupported by Ariftobulus, and other men of rank, who 
defire Petronius to lay the cafe before Caefar. Pe- 
tronius deliberates upon it, and fummons the Jews to 
Tiberais. Writes to Caefar, reprefenting their cafe. 
Agrippa gives a fplcndid -entertainment to Caefar, 
who promifes a requital. Agrippa requeffs him to 
revoke the order he had given to Petronius. Caius 
grants his requefi. A commotion among the Jews. 
Caius fends a menacing letter to Petronius. His 
death. 

CAIUS was fo highly offended at the imagined 
infill t of the Jewsinftanding in defiance of his 
oias fends orders, that hefentPetronius to take upon him the 
frr«up his government of Syria inftead of Vitellius, direding 
ftatueintbehim to enter Judaea, with a powerful army, and (et 
tS5ew»f U P his ftatue in the temple. He was farther in- 

ftru&ed,if they refufed compliance with his com- 
mands, to enforce compuifion by dint of arms. Pe- 
tronius accordingly took upon himfelf the govern- 
ment, and haftened, with all pofiible expedition, to 
execute the commands of Casfar. To tljis end he 
eolle&ed a body of auxiliaries, which, with two 
Roman legions, he put into winter quarters in Pto- 
lemais,to be ready to march early in the cnfiiing 
fpring. He wrote an account of his proceedings, 
from time to time, to Caius, who commended his 
zeal andattention, and encouraged him for his con- 
duct ; being refolved, as he declared, to punilh the 
contumacy of thofe ftubborn people. 

There came at this time multitudes of Jews to 
Petronius at Ptolcmais, to prefent him their peti- 
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tion* fcot to compel them to tranfgreft and violate **? 
the laws of their forfathers j alluring him, that if 
he was determined to cre& a ftatuc in their temple, lb « 
he muft firft takeaway their lives ; for that, as long JjJ^ 
as they had breath, they would not fuffer fuch 
things to be done as were dire&ty prohibited 
by their great and much revered legiflator. Pe- 
tronius fternly replied, u that if he were at his own Anf 
liberty, their petitions might have an effedt ; but*««2J 
that being under Caefar's command, he muft at his 
peril obey Caefar's orders." The Jews, in anfwer, 
faid, " that if he could notdepart from his mailer's * 
orders, neither could they from theirs j and that, 
through Divine afliftance, they were refolved to 
tread in the fteps of their forefathers as they had 
hitherto done $ that they prefcred the confide>a- 
tion of eternity to that of time ; and the preferva- 
tion of their religion and laws, to that of their lives 
and fortunes ; that their truft was in the provi- 
dence and protection of the Almighty ; and that, 
in fine, they fubmitted it to his determination, whe- 
ther they fhould obey the voice of heaven, or the : 
voice of Caius/' 

■ 

Petronius gathering from this difcourfe, that they 
were inflexible in their refolution, and that, with- 
out a profufion of blood, he could not be fubfer- 
vient to Caius in the dedication of his ftatue, took 
fome friends and attendants with him, and haftened 
to Tiberais, to be within diftance of being more 
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particularly informed of the manners, cuftoms, gad ' 
affairs of the people with whom he had to deal. 
The Jews were alarmed at the approach of the Ro- 
ans ; not fo much from the ajjprehenfion of a war,, 
as ah invafion upon their religion and laws ; fo that 
many thoufands went in a^ody to Petronius, moft 
paffionately requefting him ; not to drive the mitf-™^ 
titude to ads of defperation, by offering to pro- 
phane the temple with forbidden images. Petro- °* , 
nius then exclaimed, " Will you wage war with. 
Caefar, without confidering his mighty preparati- 
ons, andyour own weaknefs I" They replied, u We 
will not, by any means, wage war with him ; but 
are ftill determined to die, rather than live to fee 
the violation of our laws. Upon this they caft 
themfelves upon the ground, laid bare their necks, 
intimating thereby that they were refigned to deatfi. 
In this manner they pafled forty days, without at- 
tending to the buhnefs of husbandry, though the 
feaibnofthe year required it. Indeed, the commpa 
offices of life were wholly neglected ; as they were 
unanimoufly refolved rather to die than be fpe&a- 
tors of the dedication of the ftatue. 
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While matters were in this ftate, Ariftobulus, the 



brother of king Agrippa, andElcias, furnamed the Thedirf 
Great, with fcveral of the firft rank amongft the^J,^ 
Jews, applied themfelves to Petronius, defiring***^ 
him, tc as he faw the refolution of the multitude, ^jok i 
not to proceed to fuch mcafures as would drive 
them to defpair ; but rather to inform Caius of the 
difficulty of the undertaking, and the inflexible re- 
folution of the party, who had negle&ed ail the 
offices of life, not from the leaft principle of dif- 
loyalty, but a determination rather to die, than 
fuffer the violation of their religion and laws." 
They fuggefted alfo, cc that a conlideration that 
this neglect of their hufbandry muft of neceflity 
expofe the country to rapine, and difable the inha- 
bitants from paying their taxes, might induce 
Csefar to relent, and confequently remove all co- 
lour for a rebellion j or that, if nothing could di- 
vert him from carrying on a war, he muft ufe his 
pleafure." This was flie purport of their addrefs, 
as delivered by Ariftobulus. 

Petronius was no ftranger to the revengeful tem- 
per of Caius, efpecially upon any delay in the execu- 
tion of his commands ; but fuch were the horrors 
of his conscience, when he thought of facrificing fo 
many^ lives to his frantic fury, that, from this confi-Heddib^ 
deration, together with the rank and credit of the j?^ 
interceffors, the importance of the affair, and thenpontk 
danger of driving an obftinate people into def- 0 "* 1 * 
peration, he came to a refolution, at all hazards, of 
laying the ftate of the cafe plainly before Casfar ; re- 
flecting, that, though he might incur his hatred and 
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refcntment thereby* Ic wag a duty he owed to hu- 
manity* to fav<f fo many thoqfands from deftru£ti- 
on, even at the expence of his own Ufa. 

^ petronluj, upon this deliberation, fummpned a overcome by benefits, 

^»f8- meeting of the Jews at Tiberais, where they at-* 11 - ' - - 

" Sit tended m great numbers; and he thus addrefled 

them upon the occafion : 44 It is not through my 
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Aire morethanyonrpwn^Oitvenipii^e, Hw^UM 

ergfgre retblv^d'ta^fxfo" 

r penfatfo* fry advancement pf j^Pr/^*** 
flfe,, as .well.*! your foraa* f V$m #i* 

d prornife, $»fa; 



" own ^!^i!!!^l7^^ thl ? II Agrippa >*opldh^ 

vinces„and ample reyenpqs. JJ^t^gripp^^. . 

pw-dcteT?nincd the fubieft qffcfo bppn r ftfpffsd 
the dcclaratipn .of it till he cflp 



44 expedition, but by the command of Csefar. I 
u need not tell you the danger of deferring the exe- 
41 cation of my orders, (for fovereign powers will 
* 4 not be trifled with,) to fay nothing of the duty 
44 incumbent on me to fulfill che pleasure of a prince 
44 to whom I owe my preferment. But after all this, 
*« as the cafe now ftands, I do not fo much regard 
44 my own perfonal fafcty, or my credit with my 
<4 mafter, as I do the prefervation of a people, in 
44 thejuftifiable defence of their religion and laws, 
44 1 (hall therefore fend exprefs to Gaiqs, and ac- 
44 quaint him with your final refolption concerning 
44 the ftatue ; nor mall any tbingbe wanting in me, 
44 that can induce him to comply with every thing 
44 you can reafonably defire. May the Divine Pro- 
14 vidence, that over-rules all human powers and 
46 purpofes, preferve your religion facred and 
V inviolate j and avef t from the emperor thofe 
u judgements that may be due to his prefent de-> 
<c fxgn, With refpeft to my felf, if it fhopjd bemy lot 
44 to fall under his difpleafure, I am prepared to 
44 fubmit to the iofs of fortune, or of life, fo that I 
44 may not fee the deftrudtion of fo many good men 
46 for well-doing. Let every man, therefore, he- 
44 take himfelf to his own home and occupation, 
44 Return to your lands and tillage, and leave pie 
44 to manage the bufinefs with the emperor, and 
44 you may depend on my utmoft exertion to give 
44 you all poflible fatisfa&ion." With thefe words 
he difipified the aflembly* 

Petronius had no fooner finilhed this agreeable 
addrefs to the Jews, than an extraordinary accident 
feemed to indicate the approbation of heaven ; for 
there fell a (hower, contrary to all human expedi- 
tion as the day was clear, the flcy ferene, and there 
was not a cloud to be feen. This happened after fo 
longadrought, that they almoft defpaired of having 
more rain j and if they rarely fa w. a fly ing cloud, it 
blew over without any effe<Sr. This wonderful and j 
feafonable relief, beyond all expectation, was looked . 
upon, by the Jews, as a blefling upon the prayers 
of Petronius in their behalf. Nor was PetrQnius 
lcfsfenfible of it himfelf ; as it appeared fo convinc- 
ing an evidence from heaven in favour of the Jews, 5 
that it would not bear the leaft doubt or contra- 
Itiptfats di&ion. He was very minute in his report to the 
•*&2? emperor, and laid the neceflary points before him, 
" 9 representing the confequences of purfiring fiich a 

multitude of refolute people to extremities, and 
rendering fo many thoufand men defperate, as no- 
thing but abfolute force would ever compel them 
to dofift : befide, that, in the violent profecution of 
them, he would but fink his own revenue, and in-. 
fli£t a punifliment on himfelf, that would turn to his 
reproach; and fubjoining likewife, that the Jews 
were a people acceptable to God, who had given 
them many wonderful tokens of his pecpliap 
fayour, 

■ 

King Agrippa happened to be at Rome at this 
time, and was infinuating himfelf daily more and 
more into the graces of the emperor, to conciliate 
^g^k-whofe cftccra was his whole ftudy and application, 
Simfcif * To that end he prepared an entertainment for 
wthcams. Caius, which, for variety, curiofity, delicacy, or-» 

der, and expence, exceeded every thing of the kind 
that went before, not excepting the moftfumptu-v 
ous regalia of Crefar himfelf, Caius was fo charm- 
ed with the magnificence of the treat, apd the 
hearty welcome of the donor, that he determined 
to enter into a kind of competition, and vie with 
him in good offices. When his fpirits were clear- 
ed with generous wine, he frankly difclofed his 
mind in terms to this import : 4 - This is not the firft 
proof, Agrippa, I have had of your ftiendfliip and 
affeiUon. In the days of Tiberius, I had many 
evidences of it to your hazard, as yotf have now 
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tie Services I did you 
I propofe nothing more to myfe 
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a oetter grace, ana contented nimfelf wit^ this^p 
fwer : 44 As I had no private * ~~ 

berius, fa 

than the honour and ljappineis of your favour 
44 and protedtton. You have done more for me al- 
4 c readv than I could reafonablv exoedfc : and thou vh 

c< power a 

44 grateful acknowledgements for wh^i J&Xye re- 
44 ceived, that I neither defervc nor feek for any 
thing farther. 

• Caius was fo amazed at the modefty of Agrippa,-?r P mffci t ft 
that he urged him to pijefer his requeft, afihring ^^c 1 " 
him that nothing fliould be denied him . Agrfppa thouidaii?. 
then thus addrefled him : " Since^ Sire, y6u ^re 
<c fo generous as to lay this kind command iippn: 
4 * me, I (hall prefume to offer you one requeft. It 
* c will Be neither riches, nor honours ; for, through 
4 * your bounty, I enjoy a plenitude of theft. '"""The 
44 grant of my requeft will recommend yovt to the 
favour both of God and m an j and k v wul redound 
cc to my immortal fame, if I can obtain this c once fr 
44 fion, after lb many others to 1 crown all the reft. 
44 My defire is that you will be v pleaife4 to reyoke fffifffi* 
44 ybur order to Petronius for fettingup yopr fta- revoking of 
u tue in the temple of the Jews.* 1 Agrippa ^tras 
confeious that he preferred this requeft at the haiard aios. 

of his life. Caius b ho wever, through fcbe compla- 
cent influence of the entertaintrieht, and the fhame 
of refufing a requeft lie had hrmfelf extorted, tor 
gether with the deference he ^aid ^p the modefty gttauh^ 
and humanity of the petitioner, immediately coin- rcquiV 
plied ; and wrote to Petronius, approving his gene- 
ral conduct j and inftrqfiing him, if the ftatue was 
ereft ed to let it remain j if not, to trouble himfelf 
no farther about it, But difbpnd his army, and re- 
turn toSyria afluriiig. Kim, "at the falne time,'ihat 
he remitted the punifhmcnt due to a moft flagrant 
contempt of his orders, at the inftqnee of Agrippa; 
for whom he entertained fo great are fpeA, that he 
could deny him nothing 

This,w3g the fubftanqe of the emperor's letter to 
Petronius, which was written before he had the 
leaft intimatipn of an infurredii on intended amongft 

the Jcvy^s: but, upon receiving intelligence that they 
were ready to revolt, he felt into iuch a btirft of 
paflion, to find his authority trampled on by that $ 4:om ^ 

-r.-n. ' 1 " i ' 4 1 ' J • r % v ** *fv*. tIOtt among 

pbltinate people, th.athe immediately chapped his the jcwi" 
ftyle, and wrote a fecond letter to Petropips tp this 
effedfc : ^ c Since you appear to prefer the Jews 1 money 
1 44 to my commands, (from your negleAing the one 
^toobtain the other,) judge yourf^f ^liatyop ^re 
c4 to expeft frpm my indignation and juftige. I am. 
. * 4 refolved tp make an example of you, both to the 
[t c prefentage ancl toppfterity, that all the world may 
44 know that fovereign power'is hot _%o be defied/' . 
This letter was fent to Petronius by Csefar : but he 
did not receiye it while Caips was living ; for^ the 
.bearer of it having.a lingering paflage, hereceived 
letters in the mean time, with* intelligence of the 
death of the emperor.- It feems r to.haye been a kind 
inter DQfition pf Providence in favour of Petronius 
for the zeal he had {hewn, and the dangers he had 
undergone, for the fake of his own honour, and the 
religion of the Jews. But Caius being cut off in 
the career of his bla^phenious vanity, in arrogating 
to himfelf Divine honours, Petronius had the 
thanks of the Romans, ;a? well as pf the Jews', f^r 
his eminent fernce.s to th,e public/ujpon that occa- 
fion ; and m9re efpecialiy the acknowledgment of 
the fenate, whom Caius had treated, in riiapyin- 
ftances, with mbft fcornful contempt. He died fooa 
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after heftad written tfic letter toPetr0nlus,denonnc~ 
htghis death* Bat the ground of theconfptracy, 
and the manner of executing it, we (hall treat of 
upon a future occafion. The news of the emperor's 
death to Pctronius, was followed by the letter that 
contained the menace of his own : and as he 
could not, under thofe circumftances, but re- 
joice at the former, fo neither could he but admire 

a"nce If tIie Divine Providence, that, in the fame inftantj 
DivincPro- rewarded the veneration he had paid to the holy 
vidence temple, and his deliverance of the Jews out of 

their diftrefs. Thus was the life of Petronius 

wonderfully prcferved. 
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CHAP. XII 



rigin of the calamity of the Jews in Babylon and Me- 
fopotamia. Their facred treafure dijpqfited in Nearda 
and Nifibis* two ftrong 



AJinaeus and 



dejert the fervice of 



ifiersj form a Jlrong pc 
ble fort, at which the king of Part hi a takes alarm. 
Scouts bring advice of the approach of the enemy. 
The law of necefjity a dijpenfation for the fabbath. 
jffinaeus totally routs the enemy. Artabanus courts 
the alliance of the two brothers. The Parthian gene- 
ral ajks the king's permijjion to put AJinaeus to deaths 
but is refufed. Artabanus advifes AJinaeus to with- 
draw*) and gives him the command of Babylon. The 
brothers acquire great renown, but lofe it by falling 
from the religion and cuftom of their country. Anil a e us 
becomes enamoured with a Parthian woman, flays her 
hufband, and takes her to his bed. The defection dc- 

olatry; and. a general clamour is raifed 
again AJinaeus , who is at length poifoned by the 
woman. Anilaeus breaks in upon Mithridates-^ and 
carries off a vafi booty. Mithridates draws out his 
army upon Anilaeus, but defers fighting till the fabbath. 
Anilaeus takes Mithridates prifoner, and routs his 
army. The latter then gives the former a total defeat. 
The Jews and Babylonians treat about an alliance^ 
but cannot come to an agreement. ■ The Greeks and Sy- 
rians in a league againfi the Jews, of whom upwards 
of fifty thoufand are JIain. 

THE Jews of Mefopotamia and Babylon were 
now in a more calamitous ftate than had ever 
been known heretofore : it is therefore neceflary 
to trace the origin of the various evils that befel 
them. 

The Jewish There is, in the province of Babylon, a city, cal- 
trcaiure Nearda, very populous, and fruitful in foil, as 
in Nearda well as fortified and encompafled by the river 

•'Euphrates. Near it is another ftrong city, called 
Nifibis, upon the fame river. 

ingon the ftrength of thefe two places, depofited 
the common flock of their facred treafure, as it was 
brought in and dedicated, from time to time, ac- 
cording to cuftom. From hence it was transmit- 
ted to Jerufalem, in the proper feafon, under 
ftrong convoys, forfear of the ravages of the Par- 
thians, to whom the Babylonians were then fubjedt. 
dfinxus & There were among the Jews of Nearda two bro- 
vniisens, thers, Afinasus and Anilaeus. Their father being 
>om S Near-dead, they were put out by their mother, to learn 
la. coiled t j ie ar t of weaving and making fail-cloth, which 
arage the amongft the inhabitants of that place, was accoun- 
ottntry, tef j no difparagement. Having been remifs in 

their attention to bufinefs, they were punifhed by 
the fupcrintendant, which they rEfented very high- 
ly ; armed themfelves with the weapons that were 
kept in the fa&ory, and went to a certain place 
upon the partition of the river, where was great 
plenty of corn, grafs, fruit, and all manner of pro- 
vifion for a winter (lore. While they continued 
in this retreat, a neceffitous band of youthful, da- 
ring adventurers enlifted themfelves under their 
command, fo that they afted without controul. By 
the afliftance of this party, they built an impr egna- 
ble fort ; and then fent their emiflaries to .raife 
contributions throughout the adjacent country, 
with ample affurances of friend/hip and protec- 
tion to thofe who complied, and the fevcreft rae- 



and Nifibii; 



The Jews, depend- 



t 

nacc* againft thofe who refufed* The inhabitants 
being, as it were, compelled to a compliance with 
their requisition, they became, in a fliort time, fo 
numerous and powerful, as to defy oppofition, in- 
fomuch that the king of Parthia was alarmed at 
this commotion* 

The governor of Babylon receiving intelligence rfo 
of thefe proceedings, determined to lupprefs them 
in their rife ; and, to- that end, colle&ed his troops, Jjjj* 
both out of Parthia and Babylon, and marched 
with all expedition, in order to furprize them;tfc$££ 
When he had advanced thro' bye-ways to thtf^^g 
fkirts of a lake, he made an halt, and dependin 
that (the next day being the fabbath) they wool 




not dare to fight, proceeded gradually, thinking 
to fall upon them fuddenly, and make them pn- 
foners without refiftance. 

But Afinseus, who was at that time fitting upon'.*! 0 ** 
a bank, with his companions and arms about him y app^ 
imagining he heard the neighingofhorfes, and the J**** 
champing of the bits, in order to obviate the cir- 001 ^ 
cumvention of an enemy, propofed that fcouts 
(hould be difpatched to make difcovery. They 
were accordingly fent out, and, in a fhort time, 
haftily returned, with aflurance, that the appre* 
heniion of Afinseus was well founded, as the ene^ 
my was at hand, and upon the very point of 'exe- 
cuting- their revenue. The fcouts added, that 



_ revenge, 
they had cavalry enough to over-run and trample 
them under-foot ; while many urged, that they 
were reftrained by their religion from making rc- 
fiftance on the fabbath-day . But Afinseus was of a 
different opinion, and reprefented the folly and / 
pufillanimity of fuffering themfelves to be tamely 
butchered to gratify a barbarous enemy. He then 
propounded to them the law of neceflity and felf- 
prefervation, as the moft powerful of all motives; 
encouraged them to follow his example, that, at 
all events, they might not fall unrevenged ; and fo 
commit the reft to Providence. Animated by the 
exhortation of their leaders, the party of Afinseus 
boldly advanced to the combat, and finding the 
enemy in a carelefs fupine pofture, as if ready to 
take pofleflion of vi&ory, rather than difpute it, asm* 
they fell upon them, flew great numbers, and putJJJJJJ**, 
the reft to flight. 1% 

The intrepidity of the two brothers, upon the 
news of this defeat, alarmed the king of Parthia to 
that degree, that he became defirous of an inter- 
view with them ; and, to that end, difpatched one 
of his guards, in whom he moft confided, with a 
meflage, purporting, " that he had a commiffion 
44 from Artabanus, king of Parthia, to inform 
" Afinseus and Anilaeus, that, although he had ggjH 
"been unjuftly treated by them, in making in- 
" roads upon his territories, he was ready to bury l > 
" paft injuries in oblivion, from the character he 
" had heard of their perfonal bravery : that, in the 
cc name of his mafter, and without any fraud or in- 
u diredt meaning, he defired to enter into a league 
" of friendfhip with them : that he had to offer 
cc them, upon his faith and honour, all aflurances 
" they could poffibiy defire of fecurity in ther jour- 
" ney, backwards and forwards ; and laftly, that 
cC they would find the king a munificent and gene- 
" rous prince, ready, upon all occafions, to give 
u them farther proofs of his gracious intentions," 

Notwithftanding the franknefs of the invitation, 
Afinseus, from caufes of fufpicion, declined the vifit taiir"- 
himfelf, but fent his brother Anilaeus with fuch pre- 
fents as he could procure. Upon his arrival, he was 
admitted to the prefence of the king, who, finding 
that he came alone, enquired wherefore his brother 
did not accompany him : and Anilaeus giving the 
king to underftand, that he remained in his ftation 
near the lake, from apprehenfion of danger, he^ 
fwore by the gods of his country, that neither of 
them fhould fuftain the leaft injury, in perfon orpro- 
perty ; and, as a ratification of his oath, gave Ani- 
lseus his right-hand, which, with thefe barbarians, is 
the moft facred tie of good faith that can be given. 
After that ceremony is paft, they are free from all 
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ftifpicion of falfe dealing. Artabnnns, upon his af- 
furancc, Tent Anilrcus bnck again, to pcrfuade hi* 
brother to pay him a vilit, in contemplation of the 
fcrviccsthcy might render him conjunctively, by 
keeping thole provinces in awe, thatfecmed in- 
clined to a revolt in his abfence* Nor could he be 
certain, that while he himfelf was employed in the 
fuppfcffion of a rebellion on the one hand, Afinasus 
was not fortifying himfelf, and doing niifchief 
about Babylon, on the other. 

Afinreus, under (landing, by the report of hidbto- 
^fgT ther, how well difpofed Artabarius was towards 
» thcki0 S them both, and with what oaths arid protections 
w8Crbcr he had confirmed the fincerity of his profeffions^ 

was prevailed upon to vifit him, which he accord- 
ingly did, accompanied by Anikeus. The king re- 
ceived them courteoufly ; and could not but admire 
the greatnefs of Afinasus's mind, efpecially when, 
placed in comparifbn with the diminutive figure 
geatecsof hisperfon, which then appeared fo difprbporti- 
Afownis. ona te, that he. palTed as a remark to his friends, 

" That the foul of that riian was never made for 
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" his body." Taking occafionone day, at table, to 
mention the martial chara&er, and feats of arms, 
atchieved byAfinasus, to Abdagafus, his general* 
in terms of the higheft commendation, the gene- 
ral made no other reply than that of requefting 
tatowre permiflion to put him to the fwoi'd foi* theindignity 
of hi$ pre- he had offered the Parthians. The king returned, 
fcrrauoa, u that he WO uldnever confent to the maflatre of a 

" man, who had committed himfelf to his honour,- 
' and whom he was bound by folemn oath to pro- 
" te& : but that if the general was inclined to fig- 
44 nalize his valour, he might f a means of taking 
i 4t revenge for the indignity offered the Parthians, 
4< without involving him in the guilt of perjury, 
44 and this by attacking him on his return, without 
44 making him privy to his purpofe." 

■ 

The king next morning fent for Afinasus, and 
thus addrefled him : "Return home, gallant youth, 

fheTol 0 " left > through the indignation and refentment of 
nundof 44 my officers, y ou fuftain mifchiefs which I cannot 
adSr- ' " prevent. Let me commend Babylon to your care j 
miffeshim « exertyour utmoft efforts to maintain the peace, 
faw. prc " <c and preferve the province fromrapine. You have 
. " committed your life into my hands, and your 
cc fafety (hall be as dear to me as my own." With 
thefe words, and a profufion of prefents, the king 
difraiflTed Afinseus to take charge of his command! 
He no fooner arrived, than he applied himfelf mod 
afliduoufly to the duties of his commifllon, building 
Hi, Sd f° rt5 > repairing and fortifying as he faw occafion, 
Ere. and acquitting himfelf to iiich univerfal fatisfa£fci- 

on, that none of his predecelfors ever acquired fo 
much power and fame, from fo flender a beginning ; 
and this not only among the people of Babylon, but 
the Parthian governors and commanders, who, j 
holding him in the higheft efteem, his authority 
increafed to that degree, that Mesopotamia might 
be faid to be under his direction. 

Origin of 

ri£Stt"" T ^ e brothers went on in a moft flourUhing ftate 
WeiAc for the fpace of fifteen years, to their own honour, 
Wen. and the approbation of all around them. But when 

once they deviated from thofe principles and man- 
ners, by which they had obtained both their power 
and fame, and abandoned the precepts and difci- 
pline of their forefathers, to the addifting them- 
felves to fenfual pleafures, and foreign innovations, 
they firakm their credit, and experienced the pu- 
nifhment of their declenfion, as will appear from 
examples in the fequel. 

There came into thofe provinces a Parthian go- 
vernor, accompanied by his wife, a woman of ex^ 
quifite beauty, and moft engaging qualities. Ani- 
^ lasusbecamepaffionately enamoured with her ; and 
irUp^h^hig no other means of compaffing his inordi- 
'ianwo- nate defirc, provoked her huflband to fingle com- 
bat, killed him in the firft encounter, and took the 
woman to his bed. 

This adventure was the fource of all the terrible 
calamities thatbefel them afterwards. The woman, 
whether at home or abroad, had conftantly with her 
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images of Barbarian god** She waa now a widow 
and m ciiftody; arid having privately concealed * 
fome of thefc idols; (hk took an oppb^ttimty of*; , . 
wor/hrping tficni, for a ^hilc, Ky ftealth'i But, ttp^f£ ™* tki 
on Amlreus taktn £ hct to himfelf, and Owning her 
publicly for his wife, ftie woffhipped them in hcr 
accuftomed manner, ancl \vith iht fame appointed 
ceremonies as fhe had ddrie in ttfe davs of he* for- 
mer hiifband. The moft eftfcethed friefida of fae'tamfe. 
two brothers were highly offended tii this lifcenti6ris ftjf fa * 
pradkice, in open violation of the religiorf, rites, hkkdi, 
and laws of the Jews; Butneithef the good conn-' 
fel, or reproof of friends, had an^ effect in reclaim- 
ing him : on the contrary, Hfe was fo infatiiated by SJa , OJ ^ 

his attachment to the idolatrefs, kud fo incerifed at of them 

the liberty his advifers had taken, that^he ftafcbed [ggjfifc 
one Of them upon the /pot, fdr discharging hii con- 
fcience, in telling him plain truths. In his expir- 
ing moments, s he imprecated vengeance upon this 
murderer Anil&ns, Afinacus, and their companions 
alfo : upon the two firft,, as the examples and abet- 
ters of this violation of religion and friendlhip ; and 
upon the reft, as they were acceflary to the mafla^ 
ere of the patron of their laws and liberties, whom 
they ought to have defended. 

Though thefe companions were greatly affected 
by the death of their aflbciate, the paft kindnelTerf 
of the brothers, arid the ferife they retained of their 
obligations to them for their advancement, induced 
them to avoid any interference^ the matter. But 
at length the flagf ant and barc*l»ccd profeflion of 
idolatfybecameintolerabIe,mfo 

pie thronged, in tumultuous crowds, to Afiriasus, ^J^J 
with complaints agairift his brother, repre(enting t6 before h\$ 
him the abfolute rieceffity of adopting proper mea- htothc ** 
liires,indue timie, to present further riiifch?eiF,aLs the 
commotion would become univerfal. They added, 
that the marriage with this woman was a violation 
of their ancient laws, arid her idolatrous practices 
a reproach to the worlhip of the true God. Afinseus 
acknowledged that he was fully convinced of the. 
dangerous tendency both to himfelf and people, of 
his brother's iniquitous condri& ; yet, from the im- : 
pulfe of afiedlion for hini, as fo near a relation, and ^ 
an allowance for human frailty in fo invincible an 
attachment, hie palliated the mattety without pro- 
ceeding to an exemplary feverity. ISixt beingper- 
fecuted with daily clamour, more arid mo^e, he took 
upon him to reprove his brother for his paft con- 
duit, and to caution him as to his future ftate, charg- 
ing him withal to put away the woman, arid fend 
her home to her relations. But this had no effed: 
with him ; and the woman finding the mutinous 
difpofition of the people increafe, and fearing that ... 
fome mifchief might befal Anilasus for her fake, Snpou 
poifoned Afinams, not doubting of the fecurity of ftns as-* 
her life, as her hufband was td be hei* judge. nfl^£l * , 

Anilceus now took the governriierit tipon himfelf ^ p A e ^£ 
alone, and made an incurlxon, with his arms, into the againft Mi- 
territories of Mithridates, a man of the firft rank in "" idatc ** 
Parthia, and hufband to the daughter of king Arta* 
banus. He found money, Haves, and cattle there 
in great abundance; befides other rich booty, that he 
carried away, to an immenfc value. Mithridates was 
not far off at that time ; and hearing of this incur- 
fion and rapine, without any kind of provocation, 
colle&ed a body of his choiceft troops, and marched 
at the head of them to give Anilretis battle. The 
next day being the Jews fabbath, which they obferve 
moft religioufly as a day of reft, he halted at a vil- 
lage that night, withanintentof falling upon then! 
by furprize the enfiiing morning. A Syrian, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, gave Anilreus intelli- 
gence of the defign, and particular where Mithri-* 
dates was to be that night at an entertainment. 

Aniheus upon this advice ordered his men refrefti- 
ment ; and they marched, by night, to anticipate the 
defign, and take them by iurprize. He fucceeded 
to his utmoft wifli ; for, about the fourth watch, he 
fell into their quarters, and took fome afleep, whilft 
others, in confternation, were put to flight in the 
dark. Mithridates was taken prifoner, and mounted ^Jn^a" 
naked upon anafs, which, amongft the Parthians, is tire and ap ~ 
deemed the higheft indignity. When they had car- 
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ried hin) Into a wood, fcveral of the friend* of Ani- 
]&m were for patting him inftantly to death j but 

he warmly oppofeait, and urged as his reafon, 
41 That, as Mithridates wai one of the greateft men* 
" in Parthia, and allied to the royal family, if they 
" fpared his life, it would, ultimately redound to 
" their advantage, as the obligation would never be 
" forgotten ; bcfides ? jt wpuld fcrcferve anintercft 
ci that, in cafe of the worft, mig^t. procure an ac- 
" cpnqmodation. That, on the other hand, if they 
*\ proceeded to extreme ties with Mithridates, they 
ct . might be aflured the king would never reft till 
c( v hcf nad avenged his blood upon all the Jews in 
"^Babylon: and laftly, that, £or thefe /obvious : 
" chutes, as the chance of war is uncertain, it would 
u b$4>rudent, in cafe of any difafter, to make fure 
" of a retreat/' 

The whole multitude unanimoufly accorded with * 
Anil^s, fo that Mirthridates wasfet atliberty by ? 
common confent. But his wife, upon his return, 
finding out the terms of his releafe,reproached him, 
fornegle&ing, asfon-in-law to the king, to avenge 
himfelf on thofe that injured him, and differing 
himfelf to hold a life owing to their mercy. She 
then enjoined him to go back, and redeem his ho- 
nonr,vowing,upon failure,to diflblve the marriage. 
Terrified by the taunts of this woman, and dread- 
ing a repetition of them, he put himfelf, though 
hc renew* rclu&antly, at the head of an army 3 but with , this , 
the war. conv i&ion, that tlgc Parthian: did not defervc to 

live who would iubtnit to a Jew. As foonas Ani- 
lseus had intelligence that Mithridates was march- 
ing towards him, he made it a point of honour not 
to take advantage of the faftneffes he was pofiefled 
of, but to put the difpute to the iflue of a battle in 
the open plain 5 fo that he advanced to meet him at 
the head of a body of men fiufhed with former con- 
quefts ; and, over and above the veterian troops^ 
they were joined by fever al reinforcements, that 
fell in with them for the booty. In the utmoft 
confidence of vi&ory, therefore, they marched 
fourfcore furlongs into a dry, fandy country ; and 
when they were fpent with the drought of the 
place, the fatigue of the march, and the heat of the 
day, Mithridates fell in upon them with frefli men, 
put them, to a total rout, and cut off feveral thou- 

jc»cao f^ nc ^ s i* 1 purfuit. Anilceus, with thofe that 
jShridaes cfcaped, made to a foreft in the greateft confternati- 

oui leaving Mithridates in the happy poffeffion of 
an abfolute victory. 

There came over to Anilasus, after this defeat, 
fuch multitudes of loofe deiperadoes, that his army 

was not long recruiting to its former number ; that 
* they were raw, undifciplined men, and by no 

means comparable to thofe that fell in the late ac- 
tion. 'Withthefe recruits^ however, he marched 
into the territories of the Babylonians, and laid all 
waftc. Uoonthii 
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at Nearda, to deliver up Ainlseus to juftlce t but 
this could not be obtained, for it was not in their 
pbwer fo to do* The next propofal from them 
was to invite him to a treaty, in order to accommo- 
date matters upon terms* To this they agreed} 
and fent commiffioners on both fides, Jews as well 
as Babylonians, to conduit the treaty. But the Ba- 
bylonians ftridtly obferving the fpot where Anil a; us *«W 
and his men lay, furprized them in the dead of the pmL 
night, and finding them intoxicated and drowfy **** 
flew all before them without oppofition, and Ani- 
Iseus himfelf wasflain anion gft the reft. 

The Babylonians and Jews were perpetually at 
variance, by reafon of their contrariety of laws and 
cuftoms, and waged war with each other with diffe- 
rent fiiccefs. But the Babylonians, who were kept 
in awe during the life of Anilseus, took opportu- 
nity, on his demife, to renew their depredations on 
the Jews, infomuch, that they compelled them tOx| lft i 
quit their habitations, and withdraw themf elves to 
Seleucia, the capitol of that province, andfo called SjJjS 
from Seleucus Nicanor, the founder of it, being a 
place of liberty, where Macedonians, Greeks, r and 
Syrians lived promifcuoufly together. The jews 
lived quietly here during the fpace of five years } 
but the plague breaking out in Babylonin the fixth, 
the inhabitants were forced to withdraw more and 
more to Seleucia, which proved the occafionof the 
greatcft calamities. 
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The GreeksandSyriansinthiscity wereatperpe-^J* 
tual difcord ; but, in their contentions, the Greeks tweeatk 
ever had the advantage ; till, upon the coming in of £jj*l 
the Jews, being a bold and warlike people, with 
their afliftance the Syrians prevailed. The Greeks 
finding their power decline, and their foliation de£ 
perate, unleis they could difunite the Syrians and 
Jews, tampered with their particular friends 
amongft the former, to intereft themfelves ia 
bringing about an accommodation* The propofal 
was well received, and the confideration of it refer- 
red to fome leading men on both fides, to ad vile upon 
the expedient. Thefe interpofed, and put an end 
to the contention upon this condition, that the ' 
Greeks and Syrians fhould join in a league offenfive 
and defenfive againft the Jews. Puruiant to thisritf** 

agreement, they fell upon the Jews by furpitee, jPfy* 
and flew upwards of fifty thoulandj not an iudi-im** 
vidual efcaping, unlefs protected by fome ncig^-P® 1 ^ 

bour or friend. The miferable remainder retired otSrj 
to Ghefiphon, near Seleucia, where the king of JJ*i 
Parthia generally refides in the winter- In thisplace 
they took up their abode, not doubting of their fe- 
curity in the verge of the place: but they foon . 
had caufe to entertain fuch apprehenfions from both 
Babylonians and Seleucians, that the greater part 
betook themfelves to Nearda and Nifibis, depend- 
ing on the ftrength of thofe cities, and the martial 
difpofition of the inhabitants. This was the th« 
ftate of the Jews in Babylon. 
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himfelf the brother of Jupiter,, and challenges adora- 
tion. Plunders the Grecian temples. Orders Regulus 
to fend the ftatue of Jupiter Olympius to Rome. 
Arrogates equality with Jupiter. Three con/piracies 
■ formed againfi his life. He upbraids Chaereas with 
cowardice, who meditates revenge, and takes affo- 
dates in his confpiracy. Caius orders Chaereas to put 
Quint Hi a to the torture , who fuftains it with great 
refolution. Noble fpeech of Chaereas. Minucianus 
and Chaereas confer about taking off Caius. Li- 

Chaereas encouraged by a 



berty, the watch-word. 

voice from among the people to profecute hts defign. 
The execution put off from day to day.' Chaereas, impa- 
tient of delay, animates his companions, and they come 
to a final refolution. Caius facrifices, and goes to the 
theatre. Defcription of the theatre. The confpira- 
tors execute their defign. The glory afcribed to Chae- 
reas. Chaereas, with his officiates, retire to the pa- 
lace of Germanicus. The German guards of Caius be- 
fet the theatre. Proclamation of the death of Cat far. 
The fenate difpofed to refiore the democratical form of 
government. 

THE virulent outrages and barbarous cru- 
elties of Caius, called, by the Romans, 
Caligula, were not confined to Jerufalem 
alone, and the neighbouring provinces, but 
extended over fea and land throughout the whole 
Roman empire, and that to a degree unheard of 
before. Nor did any place feel the eff^&s of his 
favage brutalities more fenfibly than the city of 
Rome itfelf, whofe fenators, patricians, and nobi- 
lity in general, were treated with all manner of 
^dignities, fuch as contumely, banifliment, confis- 
cation, and murder. He had the vanity and pre- 
emption to arrogate to himfelf the majefty, ap- 
pellation, and honours of a god, and to falute Ju- 
piter in the capitol itfelf, which is the moft cele- 
brated of all the temples in Rome, withrefped to 
its dedication, by the name of brother, together 



with other a&ions equally frantic. Having a de- 
fign to pafs from Patcoli, a city of Campania; tof 
Mifenum, a fea-po^t on the other fide of t^fc'jv^- 
ter, and deeming it. a. derogation t° ^'^i^n^Vto* 
crofs it in a galley, he laid a bridge over jj;V ^om' 
one promontory to. the other, and fi> palled iiiif 
repaired in. his charibt, triumphing' that -hV!bff$ ; 
fiibje&cd the fea as welias the land, a£ Wcatne we* 
power and diffhitv of a s:6dV \. ' 



» » 



There was not fo much as one tempi? throughout Hc rifici th < 
Greece, which he did not rifle of all the cuiWs££?£ 
paintings, fculpture, ornaments, and donations in 
general j giving orders for the transportation of the 
fpoil to his palaces, gardens, and retirements of 
pleafiire ; and-obferving£hat the moft glorious city 
in tbeuniverfc was the mdft proper cabinet for tKe 
depofit- of the choiceft rarities which the univerfe 
afforded. He had the confidence to fend to Mem- S^Hn 
mius Regulus for the ftatue of Jupiter Olympius, pitcr oiyn* 
that admirable piece of Phidias, the famous Ath^^!^^ 
nian ftatuary* andfo called from the place hvGreece Rome, 
where it is u> highly honoured, in order td^have it 
brought to Rome. But in this inftancehe did not 
compafs his end j for the architects told Regulus, 
to whom the care of it was committed, that the 
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caufedhim to delay it, as he gave Caius to under- 
ftand in a letter, by>way of excufe ; but that apolo- 
gy would have coft him his life, if the death of, the 
emperor had not prevented it. His frantic pride 
came to fuch a pitch, that* upon the birth of a 



and placed uppn the knee of the ftatue of Jupitpr, ^ 
as if there had been an alliance between Caius and w 
the fupreme of the gods. 
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As heprophaned the religion j fo 1 
laws of his country, not only in permitting;, b^t temizt 
encouraging fla ves to accufetheir mafters 5 and figni- flag* « 
fying his pleafure at their fo doing. As an inftance, m*kt* 
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Catu:* hue! the li;mlm;l\, on the bench, to counte- 
nance the aecufatkni againft the life of his own 
uncle, .with a rcfolution to take him off. 

By this licence, which he gave to calumniators, 
fycophants, and informers, in the advancement of 
(laves above their patrons, he provoked the fame 
practices againft himfelf that he had countenanced 
S(JC !osJ againft others, pjotf* were laid for him on all bauds : 
agiinit ibinein revenge for injuries received, and fomc by 
Cm9t way of precaution to avert mifchiefs apprehended. 

Jultice and law were dormant ^corruption and power 
boreuniverfalfway ; and fo critical was thefituation 
of affairs, that cither Caius mud: have funk, or the 
commonwealth been annihilated. The Jews, in par- 
ticular, by the feafonablc exit of this tyrant, were 
refcucd from impending deftru&ion. It may tend 
equally to inftru&ion and entertainment, to be very 

tofc has m i nute and particular in this part of our hiftory ; 
appear an as the concurrence of fo many providences in the 
moMifft* dilpofal of events, muft ferve as a leflbn to good 

men,nottodefpair,in thegreateft extremity, of the 
infinite power and mercy of the Almighty ; and 
alfo as a caution to the great men of the earth, how 
they build their hopes on fandy foundations, orfet 
their affe&ions on tranlitory enjoyments, which, in 
the end, lead to difappointnient and mifery. 

Three con- There were three feveral con fpiracies laid againft 
r P iracie*a- Caius, and each of them conducted by a perfon of 

byEraUiu5 Sem * mence ' Emilius Regulus, a Spaniard of Cor- 
Reguhis, duba, conduced one party, and had a troop of re- 
>LucCStt$ folutes to aflift in the enterprize. Caffius Chasreas, 
Camus 5 " t * le tr ^ une 5 ^ ac ^ another detachment ; and Annius 
Ch.crcas. Minucianus a third. Thefe were all determined on 

the deftrucftion of this tyrant, as the}' deemed him 
a monfter of abomination- Minucianus was ini- 
mical to him partly in revenge for the death of Le- 
pidus, his fingular friend, a citizen of unfullied ho- 
nour, whom Caius mo ft barbaroufly put to death, 
and partly through apprehenfion of the tyrant's 
defign upon his own life. Regulus detefted him 
from a natural averfion to iniquity, being himfelf 
a man of genuine probity. Chasreas was piqued 
at the reproaches he had received from Caius, with 
effeminacy and cowardice, and alarmed for the im- 
minent danger under which he laid in the fervice 
of fo outrageous a nwfter, 

Different as the caufes might be, they all agreed 
in this one common end,of delivering their country, 
and the world, from the outrages of fo inhuman a 
tyrant ; efteeming the fuccefs of their defign the fal- 
vation of the public, and perfuaded it was the duty 
of a patriot to lay down his life for his country. 
But Chsereas was more zealous than the reft ; partly 
through ambition of acquiring a name, and partly 
through the advantage he had above others, (being 
tribune,) of executing his defign from freedom of 
accefs to the perfon of his mafter. 

It was the feafon of the Circenfian Games, an en- 
tertaintment with which the people of Rome were 
highly delighted. It had formerly been the cuftom 
for the multitude to crowd into the palace, and pe- 
tition the emperor for what they required ; and as 
they rarely met with a denial, their requeft, on the 
prefent occafion, was, an abatement of their tri- 
butes and taxes. Caius was fo enraged at their 
petition and their clamour, that he ordered his 
caius guards immediately to feize thofe that made the 

nTwbe*" outcr y> anc * P ut them to death ; in confequence of 
nam in the which numbers were (lain on the fpot. The people 
c:rcus, then cea f ec j their importunities, taking warning by 

the fate of thofe who had fuffered. 

Thefe horrid barbarities excited Chasreas to ha- 
ften the attempt, who had it in contemplation to 
difpatch the tyrant as he fat at table. He deferred 
it, however, fromtime to time, not from any change 
of mind, but to wait an opportunity of giving a 
decifive ftroke. He had commanded the guards a 
long time, and being now in commiflion for col- 
lecting the revenues, he incurred the difpleafure of 
Ca^far for not proceeding with rigour againft thofe 
that were in arrears, (poor and infolventas they 
might be,) infomuch that he upbraided him with 
cowardice in not enforcing the payment, and caft a 



n umber of reflections on him, which no man of fyi-Ci,^ 
rit and honour could poflihly bear without relent* 
mcnt* To enrage him the more, Choreas never 
brought the word from Ca-far to the reft of the of-° Uflw * 
ficcr.s, but it fuggeftcd fomc idea that excited cither 
their laughter or contempt : indeed he was render- 
ed the very butt of their derilion. 

This was fo unpardonable a provocation, and fo 
compullive an incitement to revenge, that, to for- 
ward the deiign, he communicated it to fomc confi- 
dential friends, and among the reft to Popedius, a ci « e »j** 
man of fenatorial dignity, but in principle an epi- Coflf ^- 
curean. Popedius had been accufed by Timidius, 
aprofeffed enemy, of uttering reproachful expreffi- 
ons againft Caius ; and the charge was founded on 
the pretended teftimony of Quintilia, a very beau- 
tiful woman, who belonged to the theatre. Qlrin- 
tilia being generally beloved, had the good for- 
tune to ftand in the favour of Popedius among the 
reft. The accufation being groundlefs, and^Jiin- 
tilia refuting to take away the life of a man by a 
falfe evidence, Timidius called for her being put to llorfwj 
the torture, and Caius commanded Chsereas to fee 
it executed, as if he referved thofe offices of cruelty 
for him whom he had fo frequently upbraided with 
effeminacy. As they were conducting Quintilia to 
the rack, the trod upon the foot of the affociate, 
giving him thereby to underftand that he was fafe, 
for (he would not confefs any thing. It was much 
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againft the inclinations of Chsereas to execute that fio * 
office, but he was compelled to torment her with 
the greateft feverity. Not being able, however, to 
extort confeflion, he conducted her into the pre- 
fencc of Caius, miferably torn and disfigured, even 
to fuch a degree that the emperor himfelf tookcom- 
paffionon her, and difcharged Popedius, prefenting \ 
the woman with a conliderablefum of money, asa*^ 
fmall compenfation for the excruciating pains flic bjCaiu. 
had undergone with manly fortitude. 

The tendernefs of the emperor aggravated the 
concern of Chasreas, when he reflected on the dif- 
grace brought upon him, in being the appointed » 
inftrument of fo mercilefs a cruelty as even Caius 
himfelf relented at. Thus enraged, he difclofedhis^ 
defign toClemens and Papinius ; the former of whom 
was an officer in the army, and the latter a tribune 
as well as himfelf. He reprefentcd to Clemens, SL 
" that neither of them had been wanting in their 
duty to the emperor ; that it had been their care and^ 
bufinefs to difcover and defeat feveraiconfpirators 
againft him, fome of whom they had put to death, 
and others to torture, till they had even excited his 
pity, which proved they were commiffions fit for 
favages, not for foldiers and men of honour 

Clemens made no reply, but indicated, by his 
countenance, the averfion he had to be employed in 
fo infamous a work, though he durft not utter a 
word againft the majefty of Ccefar. Choreas', how- 
ever, having difclofed the matter, thus continued 
hisdifcourfe : " I need not recount the calamities 
" either of the city or empire; they are too noto- 
" rious to be concealed ; and Caius is the reputed 
" author of them. But if I fpeak truth, I muft 
" confefs myfelf the effectual caufe ; nay, I muft 
" include both you, Papinius, and Clemens : we are 
the men who have brought this ruin upon Rome, 
" and upon mankind, in executing the orders of 
" others. When we might put an end to thefe out- 
<c rages daily committed on the citizens and fiibjeds 
cc in general, we proftitute ourfelves to the vileft 
tc offices ; we affert the caufe not of the Roman em- 
<c pire, not of glorious freedom, but of thofe tfho 
cc enflave both our bodies and minds. In fine* 
cC what do we but execute the commiflion of an in- 
ct human tyrant, inperpetratinghorridmurders,and 
" inflicting execrable tortures upon others, till the , 
" fame offices fhall be executed upon us. The ty- 
cc rant is fo accuftomed to the effulion of human 
u blood, thathe never confultsthereafon ofthings, 
u but a£ts according to his humour and caprice. 

cC We feemalldcftincd todefJ-ruftion. OlieaftCr an- 
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" other; and our turn will probably be the nextj if 
tc we do not, in time, provide for the fecurity both 
1 " of our own lives and the common liberty." 



ANT! Q,U I T J K 5} of rjifc J E W 15, 



3^3 



>*fc 



m 



Clemen », 
andpoft* 
i*srto 
Sabinns. 



into 
are 

scEt 



sub 



foil 

id 
st, 



Clemens, though 11c could not but approve I 
opinion and refolution of Chasrcas, charged li 
ycltofccrcfy ; as thclcaft intimation of the deftest, 
before it came to execution, would prove fatal to 
cverv one concerned. He obferved, that " time 
woufel bring forth opportunity ; that his age would 
not permit him to make any attempt ; though, per- 
haps, he might fuggeft fafcr means than thofe 
prefcribed by Chxereas/' Clemens having fpoken 
thus briefly, departed, revolving in his mind both 
what he had heard and faid. 

The coldnefs of Clemens raifed in the mind of 
Chaercas a fufpicion of the finccrityof his attach- 
ment to the caufe : he therefore immediately re- 
paired to Sabinus, another of the tribunes, whom he 
knew to be a man of honour, an aflerter of the li- 
berty of his country, and totally averfe to the pre- 
fent fyftem of government. He neither doubted 
his integrity or judgment, and determined to con- 
sult him upon the whole affair. When he found 
that Sabinus coincided in opinion with him as to 
the main point, only that he had kept the fecret to 
himfelf, he obferved that there was no need of de- 
liberating with a man who had already formed his 
embirxsm refolution ; infomuch that Sabinus promifed him 
ihedefign. both his good faith and afliftance, which confirm- 
ed Chzereas the more in his purpofe. 

■ 

As they were both for bringing the matter to a 
Ther^pptyfpeedy iflue, they applied to Minucianus, a man of 
w mu- ^ fj m ilar difpofition, and equally zealous in the 

caufe of liberty: Caius had a jealoufy of Minuci- 
anus, on account of the murder of Lepidus, hismofi 
intimate friend, befides the averfionhe had to him 
as a man of rank and honour, a character that ever 
incurred his hatred. They were perfedfcly acquain- 
ted with each others mind from fome hints they 
dropped refpedting the mode of government, 
though they had not been abfolutely explicit : how- 
ever, they feemed to be actuated by the fame com- 
mon inftindt in the fame common caufe* ' 
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Such was the refpedt that Chasreas and Sabinus 
had for the virtue and dignity of Minucianus, that 
as they formerly paid him all deference upon other 
occafions, fo they defired to have his opinion upon 
the prefent bufinefs. Minucianus then enquired of 
Chsereas, what was the word the emperor had given 
him that day ? for the inliilts which Caius had of- 
fered him in his office were notorious throughout 
the city. Chsereas took the hint, and relying on the 
honour of Minucianus, replied, cc Whatever the 
u emperor's word was, let your'sbe liberty ; and 
" I return you a thoufand thanks for encouraging 
" me to attempt what I had long refolved. I re- 
41 joice to find that we coincide in opinion. My 
u fingle fword will ferve us both : do you lead the 

way, and be aflured,that whatever you command 
" fliall be obeyed. To a mind refolved, to a brave 
cc foul, arms are never wanting : it is not the wea- 
" pon, but the will, that docs the execution. Time 
tc is loft till we are in adlion ; and as to the event, 
" whether I ftand or fall, I am little folicitous. My 
tc own perfonal fafety or fortune are no objects, 
u when the laws of my country, and the laws and 
" liberties of fo many worthy men, are in danger 
" of being fwallowed up by this merciiefs tyrant. 
tc I hope you will not envy Chrereas the honour of 
ct a part at leaft, if not of ftriking the blow, in an 
" exploit that muft merit univerfal approbation/' 
Upon this generous declaration, Minucianus em- 
braced him, wifhing him fuccefs in the undertaking; 
and ,after an interchange of mutual aflurances, they 
parted. It was rumoured that, to confirm the confpi- 
rators in their defign, there was a voice heard 
among the people, calling out to Chaereas, as he 
entered the palace, to go on and profper in his un- 
dertaking. He, at firft, fufpedted that he was be- 
trayed ; but afterwards found it to be either an ani- 
mating hint from fome of the accomplices, or a de- 
claration from heaven in favour of his defign. 

There was at this time aflembled a number of per- 
fons, of all ranks and degrees, that were well af- 
fected towards the purpofe, as fenators, knights, 
foldicrs, and commonalty : for it was universally 
agreed that either Caius or the commonwealth muft 



do mod, cither by word or deed j towards the fav 
in£ of his country, or, which was one and the fame 
thing, towards the deftrudtion of Caius : nay, CuU 
liftus himfelf, the emperor's freeman and favourite, 
made one of the party. This man had vaft influ- 
ence with Caius, which he perverted to fuch a de- 
gree, that he was equally hated and dreaded : in- 
deed, he behaved himfelf more like a partner in the 
government than a fubjedt. He had amaffed great 
wealth by corruption ; notwithftanding which* he 
could not think himfelf fafe under a prince . of fo 
fickle and implacable a difpofition. He. was iadan- 
ger from many caufes, but more efpecially for. his 
wealth, which, in thofe days, was a temptation 
hardly to be refitted. CalMus finding the fituation 
of Caius very precarious, thought he could not do 
better than fecure the friendlhip of the next fuc- 
ceffor ; and, with that view, to ingratiate himfelf 
with Claudius, he went over privately to that inter- 
eft, telling him in confidence, that Caius had fre- 
quently put him on to poifon him,' but that he had 
everfound out fome device to evade it. This rather 



favour of his knew patron, than a matter of fadt ; 
for if Caius had been difpofed to murder his uncle, 
it could not have been in the power of Calliftus to 
evade it j nor could he have efcaped himfelf, if he 
had beenremifs in the execution of the emperor's 
commands. Claudius, however, looked upon him as 
the inftrumerit of Providence for his deliverance ; 
fo that the infinuation fubferved his purpofe. 

In the mean time, through the deliberation of the chsieai 
confederacy, the main defign was put off from day ^££ iL * nt 
to day, though much againft the will of Chrcreas, ° 1 * 7 * 
who was ever of opinion, that no opportunity fliould 
be loft for the execution of fonecefTary a purpofe. 
Nay, he did not hefitate to declare, that he could 
not have wiftied for a better time or place, than 
the capitol itfclf, when Caius went up to facrifice 
for his daughter ; or when he ftood on the battle- 
ments of his palace,fcatteringhis donations am ohgft 
the people ; or upon any fblemnity at his own pri- 
vate ceremonies : for Caius feemed carelefs, ajid 
free from fufpicion of danger ; though moft of his 
attendants were traitors in their hearts. Chsereas 
was at length fo impatient of thefe delays, that he 
reproached the confederates with want of adtivity 
and refolution j and declared that, if they perlifted 
in making obftacles, he would undertake to dis- 
patch the bufinefs himfelf, and be anfwerable for 
doing it, even without a weapon. His affociates 
commended his zeal for the common caufe ; but 
they were yet for deferring the delign till the ce- 
lebration of the games inftituted in honour of Au- 
guftus, who firft took the fovereign power from the 
people into his own hands. 

There was a theatre eredled before the palace for 
the Roman nobility, with their families, in the pre- 
fenceofthe emperor himfelf. As, upon this occa- 
fion, thoufands of fpedtators cro wdedinto fo narrow 
a compafs, it was concluded, that the defign might 
be executedwiththegreateft eafe,becaufethe guards 
couldnotcomeupintimetoarefcue ; whereas,upon 
an attempt at a venture, there would be danger of 
mifcarriage,and a tumultin the city, which, through 
fearches and foldiers, might expofe the party to de- 
tedlion, andfruftrate the whole contrivance. 



V 



Chasreas having given his confent, a refolution 
was formed to do the deed on the firft day of the ex- 
hibition of the public fhews : but fate feems to have 
over-ruled in the cafe, and put it off to the third and 
laft day. Indeed it would have been further delay- 
ed, if Chsereas had not called his aflbciates together, 
and animated them with a fpeech to this effedt : 
c « We are here affembledin a righteous caufe, and 
4C upon a juft and honourable defign, but, to our 
" lhame be it fpoken, through floth andcowardice, 
€C without advancing one ftepin the bufinefs. Not 
" only has much time been loft, but our lives, li- 
" berties, and fortunes, are in imminent danger, 
" while Caius rides triumphant. What is the con- 
" fequence of this pufillanimity, but lofs of liber- 
<c ty,andincreafe of tyranny ? Whereas we fhould 
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Mtendtn our own iccunty in the firft placd, the 
welfare of the public in the next, and, ill fine, 
acquire for ourlclvcs immortal glory. 1 ' 

f laving thus fpoken, he gave them fotfic tinic to 
deliberate ; but finding they flood mute, he rejeiin- 
vd, " My brave comrades, wherefore thefe delays ? 

pon the 
going for 
Would 

44 it redound to our honour topart with this fcandal 



vd, "My brave comrades, wherefore theie tl 

*- Do you not know that the games arc up 
" point of breaking up, and tiiat Caius is goi 
Ci Alexandria, to take the tour of Egypt ? ~\ 



A final rc- 
fohl rion 
formed. 



to humanity out ofotir hands, as if we had fent 
ts him to proclaim to the world the fervility of the 
" Romans, and to afford occafion for fome free-fpi- 
cc rited Egyptian to do that juftice to mankind, 
<c upon this blood thirfty ty rarity which we were 
tc afraid to do ourfclves ? Away then, my friends, 
cc with deliberation : I will aflift the nian, and put 
44 the point to immediate iflue ; nor will I fuffer 
44 mortal .to contend with me for the glory of fo 
44 noble an action." 

This zealous addrefs fired the corifpirators ivith 
refoluttou ; and 'Chaereas put on hvr equeftrian 
fword, and went to the palace as the tribunes ufu- 
ally did ; it being his turn that day in courfe, as 
commanding officer of the guard, to go to the em- 
peror for the word. The people were preffing in 
great multitudes towards the palace, crowding to 
get places ; and Caius himfelf feemed not a little 
plea fed with this fcerie of confufioit : for there were 
no feats fet apart for fenators, knights, or other 
degrees of people, accordin 



men, v/onlen, tiiafters, and 
cuoufly huddled together. 




to their quality, but 

aves, were allprdmif- 



This folemnity being dedicated to the honour of 
Auguftus, Caius advanced, and offered up facrifice 
to the imperial patron. It fo happened that, upon 
the fate of the vidtim, fome of the blood flowing 
out, fell upon the robe of Afprenas, one of the fe- 
nators. Caius fported at the omen ; but it proved 
fatal to the fenator, for he was flain at the fame 
time with Caius. It was much noticed, that Caius 
was in better humour this day than ufual. When 
Defcnpdon the facrifice was over, he went with his friends to 
theatre theatre* which was only a frame of wood-work, 

fo conftrudted as to be taken to pieces and pdt toge- 
ther again, as it was annually upon this cccafion. 
It had two gates, one towards the open court, and 
the otheroveragainftthepaflage,fbr the a&ors to 
enter without incommoding the ahdience ; and near 
at hand was an orcheftre for the muficians. 

When the multitude had taken their places, and 
Chcereas, with the othe.r tributes, were feateel near 
Ccefar, upon the right wing of the theatre, fia- 
thynius, a fenator and military man, in a whifper, 
aflced Cluvitus, a perfon of confular dignity, who 
fat next to him, if he had heard any news ? Upon 
the reply of Cluvitus in the negative, the other 
informed him that the tragedy of the death of the 
tyrant was to be performed that day. Cluvitus, in a 
quotation of a verfe out of Homer's Iliad, cau- 
tioned him to beware that none of the Grecians 
overheard him. The vulgar then proceeded to their 
ufuaiclamour and outrage, with which Casfar feem- 
ed highly delighted. Two circumftances then fol- 
lowed that had an ominous appearance. One was 
the reprefeiitation of a corrupt judge brought to 
publicjuftice : the other was the tragedy of Cinyra, 
wherein (he and her daughter were flain with great 
fi<ftitious effufion of blood. It is faid that this was 
theanniverfary of the day upon which Philip, the 
fon of Amyntas, king of Macedonia, was killed 



fat down } but, in a fhort time, from the former 
apprebenfion< he role ?igais! ; and Cnwi did not op- 
pofc his exit, imagining (bine nccclJary bufinefs 
might call him afidc. Afprenas, one of the con- 
federates, then pcrfuaded him to go out, bathe, 
dhtc as he was nfed to do, and fo return. 

Choreas having by this time placed his aflbciates T |> 5 
in their proper ftations, and giving them their ne- f pw<*t 
ccjfary inftructions, was impatient of longer delay. JJjJg 
ite at firft refolved to aflault him on his feat, tho' for ^£ 
he knew this could not be done without muchSj* 
bloodfhed both of the fenatoriai and equeftrian * 
orders, preferring the deliverance of his country 
to the lofs of the lives of a few dignified individu- 
als. As Chcereas was going towards the theatre, 
word was given in the crowd that Casfar was up, 
and returning to his palace. The confpirators 
called to the multitude to make way for the em- 
peror, as if by his order and direction ; but, in re- 
ality, to afford them fcope for the execution of 
their defign. Claudius, the uncle, went firft ; then 
Marcus Minucianus, the hufband of his fiftcr^ and 
Valerius Afiaticus, perfons whofe rank entitled 
them to precedence. Caius himfelf, with Paulus 
Aruntius, followed them. When he entered the pa- 
lace, he left the ordinary way, which Claudius and 
the reft had taken before him, and turned off to a 
bye-path, leading to the paths, to fee fome boys 
that were fent him out of Afia for their fkillin fine-- 
ihg hymfts, and in the Pyrric way of dancing, m 
this paflage Chaeteas met him, and afked for the 



execanoa. 
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word, which being given according to farmer ridi- 
cule and infult, the tribune returned the indignity 
with a ftroke of his fword, but the wound was not 
riibrtal. Sortie were of opinion it was contrived by 
Chsereas, to render his death more painful by a oft > 
repetition of ftrokes ; but this to me feems impro- 
bable, as it Was Hot a bufinefs to be protradted. The 
wound, in fhort, was between the neck and thd 
flioiilder, \Vhet-e it ftriickiipdn a bone thatpreveii- 
tcd # its going farthfci*. He made no outcry, ndr cal- 
led to any around him for help, confeious, per- 
haps, he did not defcrve protection. He uttered a 
groan, however, and made an 'attempt to efcape; 
but Cornelius Sabinus prevented it by a ftroke that 
brought him on his knees, which being folio wedby 
an unanimous outcry of C; Down with him, difpatch 
him," they fell upon him together, and executed 
their purpofe. * It is faid that Aquila gave him the 
finishing ftroke, but the generality of the people, 
afcribed the glory of the a&ion to Chsereas. Thougl 
many concurred in it, he was the original, propo* Jjjjgj^ 
fer, and moil eflentially conducive to the execution o(tm. 
of it. He formed and united the confederacy } 
animated and fupported his aflbciates, and, when 
it came to the decifive point, ftruck the firft blow* 
and, by his perfonal bravery, laid the pudeofthis 
haughty tyrant in the duft. So that this laudable 
exploit mult be attributed to the virtue and refo- 
lution of Chrereas. Thus fell the emperor Caius^ 
by many hands, and by many wounds. 

Chcereas and his affociates were not a little cm- 
barrafled as to the manner of getting off after the 
accomplifhmentof their defign. They had to con- 
tend with the outrage of a wild and feditious mul- 
titude, and the ftfry and revenge of the foldieryfor 
the death of their prince. The avenues were narrow 
where thefadtwas commit ted, and filled with guards 
then upon duty. Finding it impolfible to return 
the way they came, they ftruck off to 'the palace of RctireswJti 
Germanicus, the father of Caius, whom they had husfo* 
lately flaughtered. Thefe apartments bordered on 
thepalace royal ; and the whole pile is as uniform Gwni^ 



by his friend Paufanius, upon entering the theatre. |{ as the efforts of the feveral emperors, from time to m ' 

This being the lafbday of exhibition, Caius was 
undetermined whether ne (hould fit it out, or whe- 
ther he ftiould go firft to the bath, then to dinner, 
and return. Minuciaftus taking his place near the 



emperor, and obferving hitndiipofed to move, rofe 
from his feat to encdtirajge him in his refolution, 
left the prefent opportunity fhould be loft : but 
Caius, taking; him gently by thfc lkirt, alked him, 
with a friendly fmile, whither he was going ? Upon 
this Minucianus, with affedid reverence to Ctfefar, 



time, could make it. Being now freed from the 
rabble, they were fecure, fo long at leaft as the 
death of Casfar could be concealed. 

The German body guards, known by the name 
of the Celtic Legion, were the firft that got intel- 
ligence of it. Thefe were men naturally fierce and 
choleric, in common w ith other barbarians, without 
any degree of rcafon or reflection. They were en- 
raged at the news of the emperor's death, not fi> 
much from perfonal regard to him, as to their own 
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iiitcreU j #or mc had been bountiful to them, and 
conciliated their attachment by Force of frequent 
donatiuiis. This corp.**, under th'j command of Sa- 
binus, (originally a gladiator >aiul preferred merely 
on account of his bodily Itrcngch,) marched, with 
drawn fworcls, fromhoufc to houfe, in quelt of the 
murderers of Cains* The firft man they met was 




feized was Norbamis, a man of the firft rank, and 
defeended from fome of the mod eminent com- 
mander- Findittg the dignity of his extraction 
availed nothing with thofe barbarians, hedifarmed 
the firft man that afiaulted him ; and being a perfon 
of extraordinary ftrength and courage, would not 
have fallen unrevenged, had he not been opprcfled 
bv numbers. The third that fell into the hands of 
thefe Germans was Anteius, who was drawn out 
from cariofity to fee tlic dead body of Caius, as he 
had baniihcd his father of the fame name with him- 
felf, and afterwards put him to death. Anteius came 
to cratifv himfelf with this fpeclacle ; but as he was 
endeavouring to avoid the tumult, the Germans 
found him out, and involved him in the common 
maliacre. This was the fate of thefe unhappy men. 

When the news of Cccfur's death was brought to 
the theatre, the multitude wereaftonifhed, though 
they could not believe it ; for, though it would have 
o-iven them pleafure, they were fearful of difap- 
pointment, and therefore would not entertain an 
hope precarioufly founded. There were others 
who Greatly dilrrufted it, becaufe they were unwil- 
ling thai fo fatal an accident fhould befal Caius. 
c h h ^" J Thefc, for the moft part, were women, children, 
roc''.r t -athc{| avcS and fome of the foldiery, who, taking a dou~ 

dzizh ol -------- 

oppreflion, as the minifters of pride and tyranny, 
a!fifted in the perfecution of good men, and became 
fharers in the booty. The women, children, and 
common people were cajoled with fpccfcacles, drolls, 

and other amufements, under pretext of 



I L.l » wm, J J } (-) 

blc advantage of their fervices, both by pay and 



prizes, 

making them eafy, but, in reality, to gratify the 
vanity of the oppreflbr. 

Bondmen, who were indulged in the licence of in- 
fulting their patrons, under the fandtion of Caius, 
alfo lamented his death, as they foundno difficulty, 
diiringhis reign, of making good any accufation 
againit them,and were aflured of advantage in dif- 
covcring where their matters money was depofited, 
fince the law entitled the informer to one eighth 
part of the value of the confiscation. 

Withrefpe<ft to perfons of condition, to whom the 
report might appear credible, as either privy to the 
defign, or well-wifhers to it, they were fofar from 
appearing to rejoice at it, that they affected abfolute 
ignorance of it. Thofe, indeed, who were decpeft 
intheconfpiracy, difclaimed all knowledge of it ; 
confeious that death, without mercy, would be the 
refult of the flighted: fufpicion. 

Theftory, in the meantime, wasreprefented in 
Yartomrn- various lights, Some had it that Caius was wound- 

SS?Se C ^ am * UIU *er the care °^ t ^ le faculty. It was by 
durhof c no means prudent for people, under thefe circum- 

ftances, to declare themfelves one way or the other; 
for either the authors of the report were partizans 
of Caius, and confequently under a fufpicion of 
partiality on that hand, or, if they were enemies it 
was dangerous to publifh ill-news* There (tar ted, 
at the fame time, another report, that alarmed the 
higher clafs more than all the reft. This was that 
Caifar, upon receiving of his wounds, ran into the 
market-place, and, without flaying to be dreffed, 
all bloody as he was, made his appeal, by way of de- 
clamation, to the people. This variety and un- 
certainty of reports put people in general upon 
their guard ; but they dur It not ftir for fear of ca- 
lumny and mifconftrudtion ; for the point was not 
fomuch what they intended, as the face the judges 
and informers would put upon it. 

In this di(t railed ftate of affairs the Germans, 
fwordinhand, befet the theatre ; every man giving 
g^g^ MmfelF np for loft upon the fight of them, expedi- 
ting nothmghut immediate death. While they flood 

trembling, with anxious (ufpence, whether to go or 

No, -i6. 
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flay, as there was danger both ways., the foldicra 

breaking in upon them, put the whole theatre into 
an alarm ; and the people, with fupplicatiuns, depre- 
cations, and protc flations, accompanied with tears; 
groans, and invocations upon all the pods, atteftctl 
their innocence. This difmal fpcctaclc drew com- 
panion from the obdurate hearts even of the Ger- 
mans themfelves, and put a flop to the further pro- 
grefs of their fury, and caufedthem, in fome mca- 
fure, to repent of their inhumanity in themalfacreof 
Afprenas, and his companions, and carrying their 
heads up and down by way of oltentation, till, in 
the end, they were depofited upon the altar. What 
couldbc more affli&ing to their friends, confidering 
the dignity of their characters, and the infolent 
barbarity of their triumph, than this horrid action I 
Indeed, the greateft enemies that Caius left behind 
him could not now rejoice at his death, from the 
danger they were in of fharing his fate. 

While things were in this confulion, one Arun- 
cius, a public crycr 9 a man of property, and of 
great credit and influence with the people, came 
to the theatre, drefled in deep mourning like a 
fenator of Rome, and, with all the formalities of 
forrow and lamentation, that were cuftomary upon Proclaim* 
the lofs of the neareft relations, made proclamation of* 
of the death of Czefar. Upon this the Germans c«fcr.° 
relented, and the officer commanded the foldiers to 
put up their fvvords, fo that the uproar entirely 
ceafed. To this the people that were pent up in 
the theatre folely owed their lives, as did all thofe 
in general that might have fallen into the hands 
of the Germans ; for fo long as they could have 
flattered themfelves with any hope of the em- 
peror's being alive, they would have proceeded in 
their outrage. They had fo great an affection for 
Caius, thatthey would have redeemed his life even 
with the lofs of their own, and without any regard 
to the diftradted ftate of the commonwealth. But 
now, upon the certainty of the event, the defire 
of revenge ceafed of itlclf, as there could be no 
longer any occafion for conferring obligations on 
one fide, or returning acknowledgements on the 
other. Beftdes, they had apprehenfion from the 
power of the fenate, if the democratical form of 
government fhould be reviyed. 
of the Celtic legion appeafed. 

Chsereas, in the mean time, being very anxious cimeai, 
left Minucianus fhould fall into the hands °f Jthe ^^"ft*.- 
Germans, enquired of as many of the foldiers ax he nutianuj* 
could truft, one by one, if they could give any 
account of him, recommending him, with earneft 
intreaties, to their efpecial care and protection. By 
this means he had an interview with Clemens and 



Thus was the rage 



Minucianus ; the- latter of whom told him, that he 
could not but infinitely honour him for fo noble a 
refolution ; and that he would take upon himfelf 
to return him thanks in the name of the common- 
wealth, for fo public a fervice, as well for his con- 
duct in the undertaking, as his courage in the exe- 
cution of it. This, he obferved, might ferve to (hew 
the fate of tyranny, which feldom fails, after the 
fhort-lived pleafure of iawlefsufurpation, to termi- 
nate in an untimely death, or fuch a conclufion as 
expofes the oppreflbr to an univerfal odium. This 
was the cafe of Casfar, who laid the foundation of 
this confpiracy by a violation of the laws of his 
country, and ads of intolerable infolence and in- 
juftice towards the very beft of his fubjedts, who, 
upon thefe provocations, became his enemies, and 
then the inflruments of his deftruction : but it muft 
be allowed, on all hands, that he was the author and 
firft moving caufe of his own ruin. The guards be- 
ing now withdrawn, the people in the theatre were 
all riling to fhift for themfelves. The occafion of 
it was this. Arcyon, a phyfician, was called away 
to attend fome wounded men, and difpatched fe- 
veral about him, under pretence of going for reme- 
dies, but, in truth, to feenre them from danger* 

The fenate, in the mean time, met in the palace, 
where the multitude prefled in upon them in 
throngs, to demand juftice for the murder of the 
emperor j but the fenate, from prudential motives, 
held fair with them in appearance. While the rab- 
ble were in que ft of the affaffins, Valerius Afiaticus, 
<z C 
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a man of con fular dignity, in the niidft of thefe 
clamorous outcries, to know what was liccomc of 
the imirdcrcrsofCaius, exclaimed, 4 * Would X had 
been the man/' and fo departed. 



" cccdingly happy, whofc lot it was to fall in an 
" agjc that a (farted the common liberty of man- 
" kind, and the fhtdy of virtue. But the pcrfona 
" of all others, that, in my opinion, defcrve mod 

44 to be honoured, next to the immortal gods thent- 
Tire fenate then proceeded toa decree hi condem- 1 44 /elves, are thofc heroic fpirits that have had the 

fw.fr*..: ,«,i^/r M u«« w L»fi 1 -^i II " courage to give us yet Tonic taftc of it, how late 

44 Xbcvcr, even in this abandoned ftate of the world • 
44 a blcfling which I fervently wifti may be pcrpc- 
44 tuated. As to what concerns ourfclvcs, one day's 
44 experience is abundantly fufficient for our com- 
fort and inftruction, both young and old, Thofc 
that are in years .will leave the world with lefs 
44 regret, when they (hall better underftand the ad- 



nation of Cuius; and paflcd an order for both people 
and foldiers to depart quiet! v to their own habita- 
tions and quarters, with promifes of certain exemp- 
tionsand privileges to the one, and of rewards and 
gratuities to the other/if they demeaned themfelves 



peaceably as they ought to do. By this means there 
wasafeaibnablcftop put to the uproar, which other- 
wife might have broken out into frefh tumults, fa- 
crilcgious violences, rapine, and allmanuer of con- 
fu(ion. The whole bench of fenators being now 
The fenate m ^t, and thofe efpecially that were of the plot, 

chan C c tCS f ^ e S an to deliberate on afluming the power them- 
C ran-° felves, andre-eftablifhing the democratic form of 
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CHAP. II. 



government. 



The fenators and foldiers divided about the form of 

The latter arc for monarchy , and de- 
clare Claudius emperor. Oration of Sat'urninus againft 
tyranny. Chaereas goes to the confuls for the word. 
J hey give him liberty. The wife and daughters of 
Caius put to death by Julius Lupus. Character of 
Cains. Character of Claudius. Gratus puts Claudius 
into poffefJtOit of the empire. His inter eft efponjed by 
the foldiers. Difputet ftill prevail between the fenate 
and common people . 



w 



HILK the fenate were debating on one hand, 



the foldiers were deliberating in a council of • 



Dlvifion of 

the ferutors 
ari'lfoMtcrs 

of^oJcrH? war on ot her, upon the grand point in defpute, 

whether a popular or imperial government fhould 
now take place. The latter came at length to thefe 
refolutions: that a democracy was incapable of 
conducting the weighty affairs of ftate : that, if it 
fhould be fct up, it would not redound to their in- 
tereft : that if any of thofe, already in adminiftra- 
tion, fhould obtain the fupreme power, it would 
tend to their difadvantage, unlefs they 'afforded 
him their countenance and protection : and that, 
therefore, in the prefent unfettled condition of 
things, it would be moft expedient to chufe Clau- 
dius emperor, being the uncle of the deceafed, and 
much fuperior, as to, birth, qualities, and educa- 
tion, to any of thofe who were aflembled in fenate j J 
not doubting buthe would reward thofe according • 

to their deferts, who had promoted his advance- 
ment. This being the fenfe of the whole council, 

Claudius was immediately brought from his houfe 
by the foldiers, and declared emperor. The news of 
this event being carried to the fenate-houfe,An£eus 
Sentius Satiirninus.,findingmatters came to acrifis, 
rofe, and delivered his fentiments, upon the impor- 
tant occafion, in terms worthy of an orator and a 
patriot. This was the tenor of his fpeech : 

cc Who would have thought, my noble country- 
44 men and fellow-citizens, after fo long an inter- 



44 ruption of our natural freedom, that we fhould 
" ever have lived to draw one breath of liberty after 



e CC 

ion or 



it ! and yet, through the goodnefs of the Divine 

in?" wMir of" Providence, in whofe power it is to give, or to 
a popular " take, we are at this very day and hour, freemen, 
raent!" " * n fome degree, once again. How long it will 

c£ lalt we know not : 

" But let the event be what it will, 

t4 A comfort fliortis yet a comfort ftilL 

44 Shall we account it as nothing for a freeman to 
4C live free in a free country, and tohavefomerelifh 
:t of the fweets of our ancient liberties in the 
u ftouriQring condition of our once free common-. 
tc wealth, even though we were to enjoy the fatif- 
" faction of it but for one (ingle hour ? I can fky 
44 little, it is true, to the liberty of former times, 
4< before I came into the world ; but I have a great 
4C defire,I mufteonfefs, for the preferving and im- 
4< provingof that liberty which we enjoy at prefent. 
" I cannot but cftecra thofe men to have been ex- 



44 vantages that attend liberty ; and for thofe that 
44 are growing up, the very example will inflame 
44 them with a virtuous emulation of treading in 
44 the fteps of their famous anceftors. Virtue, in 
44 fhort, is the main bufinefs of human life, and fo 
44 it ought to be ; for, in truth, virtue is liberty it- 
44 felf ; that is to fay, the liberty of the mind, what- 
u ever becomes of the body- Now I do not take up- 
44 on me all this while to fpeak of things before my 
44 time, any further than upon the grounds of tra- 
44 dition ; but when I come to the fubject of tyranny, 
44 and the calamitous confequences that attend it, 
44 I ftiall fay no more upon that topic than I can 
" make good from what I have feen and felt, and 
upon the infallible certainty of woeful and mife- 
rable experience. It confounds the order of go- 
vernment, and of all civil communities. Great 
44 minds, generous difpofitions, and glorious acti- 
ons, are difcountcnanced and fupprefTed. It 
44 makes mens fouls as fervile as their bodies, qtien- 
44 ches all honourable emulations, and accommo- 
dates all rules of law and equity, by fear and flat- 
tery, to the arbitrary caprice of ambitious and 
fantaftical princes. If we look back to theufur- 
pation of Julius Casfar upon the power of the 
people, and the trampling of their laws, liberties, 
44 and government under foot; in the erecting of 
44 a tyrannical monarchy upon the ruins of the 
44 commonwealth, and all this only to gratify am- 
u bition, what a train of miferics has that infatiable 
44 affectation of dominion drawn after it, both upon 
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the government and the nation ? What has the 
fucceflion been, but a kind of violent competiti- 
cc on,betwixtthepredece{Torandthe fucceflbr, who 
cc fhould do moft mifchief, cither in the fubverting 
44 of the laws, or depopulating of the city, by the 

44 fuppreffing of all men of honour and virtue ink, 
44 and by all forts of perfecution, even to the degree 
of death itfelf ? for they could not be fafe but in 
44 the hands of wicked iufiruments, that had aban- 
4 * doned themfelves to all forts of iniquity, without 
4C either fhameor confcicnce. There was not one 
44 individual in the number of thefe imperious maf- 
' ters, that had not acted the part of a mod barba- 
rous oppreflbr. But the tyrant Caius, who hath 
this day received his fate, perhaps has outdone 
44 all the reft in the licentious rage of a brutal and 
44 an ungovernable fury ; fparing neither citizens, 
44 fritnds, or relations, in a defiance, at the fame 
44 time, both of humanity and jnftice, and of all 
44 the laws both of God and man. It is not enough 

cc 
cc 
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for tyrants to give themfelves up to their vani- 
ty, and their pleafiires, rapines* adulteries, and 
extravagant appetites, (for thefe are only human 
cC frailties,) but their fatisfaction lies in the diabo- 
lical practices of rooting out whole families, and 
involving children and infants in their father's 
quarrel. Being confeious, to themfelves, of the 
indignities they multiply upon their fubje&s* 
44 they find no fecurity at la ft, but in the deaths of 
44 thofe they have wronged, and in the feafonable 

44 removal of them out of the way. But fince fo it 
cc is, that we have now fhaken off the yoke, and re- 
44 covered the potTcflion of our primitive freedom, 
44 all that vvc have to do for the preferving of unity 
44 among ourfelvcs, and providing for our future 



4,4 fafety, is to join in repairing the ruins of our an- 
44 cient glory, and reftoring the commonwealth 
u to its oriffinal ftate of uniou and integrity. 



c< We are now at liberty to j:>ropofe and to debate, 

44 and to like or diflike at pleafure, without any 
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45 foierior power over our heads to controul, and 
a call us to an account. For what was it that gave 

birth and growth to the unbounded progrcis of 
44 the late tyranny, but the doll patience of a befot- 

led people, that had not fpirit to make head 
'* c!<riinft it ? Men that were flaves to their pica- 
" furcs, and men that othcrwife acted and lived 
14 like flaves, were the people that, chufing rather 
♦* to lead a mean inglorious life, than venture an 
44 honourable death, caft the city into thofc infup- 
44 portable miferies, of which we ourfelves have 
44 been both ear and eye-witneffes. But let me re- 
" commend it to you, in the firftplace, to do right 
4 * to Chnsreas, in conferring upon him the honours 



his wounds, and, in bittcreft accents, exclaiming 
againft Caius for not attending to the advice oi i'o 
affectionate a wife, who had repeatedly told him 
what would be the confcqiiences of his wild pro- 
ceedings. Thefe words were taken in a different 
fenfe, e deemed equally ambiguous by thofe that 
heard them, and are ftill interpreted according to 
the various inclinations of various people. Thofe 
who took them in a more favourable fenfe, intima- 
ted that fhe advifed him to reftrain his outrageous 
fury, and keep himfelf within the bounds of mo- 
deration ; a (Turing him that, if he perfifted in thefe 
a<5ts of cruelty and oppreffion, he would incur the 
the hatred of his people, and draw the blood of his 
" he defcrves, for ridding the world, and the com- || fubje&sonhisownhead. Thofe who put another 

conftrmftion upon them, infinuated, that fliepreffed 
him to confult his own fecurity in due time, and rid 

himfelf of all fulpe&ed per fbns, fince, where the life 
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* 4 monwealth, of this abominable monfter. For it 
44 washiscounfel, and his hand, by the impulfe of 
4i a Divine afliftance, that wrought our liberty ; 
41 and it is but rcafonable that he that procured us 
44 our freedom with the hazard of his life, fhould 
" receive acknowledgements and rewards from the 
44 perfons he redeemed, anfwerable to the nature of 
44 the obligation. It is the part and duty of anho- 
« neft man to be thankful to his benefa&or, efpe- 
u cially to fuch a bencfa&or as this, who has in- 
44 volvccl us all in one common debt. The action 
44 of Brutus and Caifius upon Julius Crefar was 
cc great and glorious ; but Chaereas, over and above 
44 the emulation of their bravery, hath, in this re- 
44 fpedfc, gone much beyond it. Their exploit was 
u followed with a civil war, that ran through and 
c: ravaged the whole Roman empire ; but Chcereas 
v4 cut off th e tyranny itfelf, together with the tyrant, 
4C and delivered the whole world at one blow." 

This fpeech of Saturninus obtained the approba- 
tion of the whole body of the fenate : but he was 

fo intent upon the point under immediate confede- 
ration, that he forgot he had, at that very time, a 
rin# upon his finger, with a head of Caius engraved 
upon it. Trebeliius Maximus obferving it, ro(c 
up haftily, and took it off his finger j and it was or- 
dered to be broken. 

As night approached, Chaereas went to the con- 
suls for the watch- word, and they gave him Liberty. 
The face of things were fo ftrangely changed on a 
fuddenas appeared almoft incredible, this being the 
firft a£t of authority in which the fenate had appear- 
ed fince the time they were depofed ; for the fol- 
dicrshad their orders from the confels till the Cce- 
fars took it out of their hands. Chcereas, upon re- 
ceiving the word, delivered it, of courfe, to the 
troops which efpoufed the caufe of the fenate ; that 
is, to four companies which flood well affe<Sted to 
lawful go vernment,and declared themfelves againft 
the ufurpation. Thefe men went away with their 
officers, and foon after them the people, rejoicing 
at the thought of the prefent change, and hoping 
that the ancient glory of the commonwealth was 
about to be reftored, while, with fhouts and accla- 
mations, they hailed Chcereas as their deliverer. 

anew Chasreas, apprehending it might be dangerous, 
feodiTn- after the death of Caius, to fuffer his wife and 
^° t ^ e af - daughters to furvive him, fent Julius Lupus, one of 
rjcsnd the tribunes, with a command to kill them ; chu- 
Sr ^ n g him the rather for that commiffion, both as 

the kinfman of Clemens, and as it feemed proper 
for a man who was fo deep in the confpiracy to 
have his part in the execution. But feverai of the 
confederates were of opinion, that it was an un- 
manly acftion to commit fo barbarous an outrage 
upon the perfon of a woman, as flie had no concern 
in the execrable cruelties perpetrated on the flower 
of the nobility, which was the fole effecflofher 
hulband's malignity. Others imputed his horrid 
deeds to her fuggeftion, and the adminiftration of 
a potion that turned his brain, and from thence 
confidcredher as the principal caufe of the rnin of 
the ftate. The latter opinion prevailing, Julius 
Lupus haftened to the execution of his commiffion, 
in order to demonftrate his zealous attachment to 
the intereft of his country. 

When he came into the palace, he found Ceconia 
ftretched upon the ground with her daugters by the 
body of her huflband, befmcared with the blood of 

No. *6. 



of a prince was atftake, a juft ground of fufpicion 
would have been fufficient to proceed upon. Thus 
was the matter differently interpreted. 

Lupus approaching Ceconia, who was bewailing 
her forlorn condition in all the bitternefs of anguifh 
and diftrefs, fhe intreated him, with tears and la- 
mentations, to draw near, and behold the horrid 
fpe&acle of her mangled hufband. But reading his 
defign in his countenance then, and allured of it 
from his words, after a fhort ejaculation, flie pre- 
fented her bare throat to the execution, pre/ling 
him to difpatch what he had tinder taken, and finilh 
the tragedy his companions had begun. She en- J^^i, 
countered the ftroke with wonderful conftancy of greit.-I.. 
mind ; and her daughters died by the fame hand ltmon * 
with her ; and the tidings were fent to Chaereas as 
foon as the bufinefs was accomplifhed. 

This was the end of Caius, after lie had reigned charter 
four years within four months. He was a man of a uS c " lui * 
favage, malicious difpofition, even in a private ftate; 
fenfual in his appetite, a patron of calumniators and 
informers, timid in cafes of danger, and confe- 
quently bloody inhisrevenge. He enjoined exorbi- 
tant power to opprefsthe innocent, and make way 
to confifcations and forfeitures by rapine and mur- 
der. He was charmed with the fervile adulations of 
the common people ; nor would any thing fhort of 
temples and altars fatisfy his frantic ambition. He 
was neither reftrained by law or virtue j nor would 
fparethebeft friend upon the lead: pique, or a fup- 
pofed caufe for revenge. He was an enemy to all 
good men ; impatient of contradiction ; nor would 
bear reproof even in the cafe of inceft with his own 
lifter. This, indeed, was a vice fo abominable, in 
thofe days, that it was fenrcely credible, and fuch a 
(caudal as had not fo much as been heard of among 
them for many ages. It does not appear that he 
ever did, or fo much as attempted, one action truly 
magnificent and royal for the honour of the em- 
pire, or the common good of mankind, excepting 
the harbours and ftore-houfes he built about llhe- 
gium, near Sicily, for the convenience of the (hips 
that brought corn out of Egypt. This defign was 
laudable, though it was' not brought to perfection, 
partly through the inactivity and neglect of his 
agents, and partly through the inftibility of his 
own temper ; for his mind was diverted by unpro- 
fitable purfuits ; and he thought his money better 
employed upon his own private pleafures, than 
upon thofe undertakings that might conduce to 
the honour or intereft in the ftate- He was an ex- 
cellent orator, and a great proficient in the Latin 
and Greek languages ; had a wonderful prefence 
of mind, and an admirable faculty in fpcaking ex- 
tempore ; to which was added a peculiar talent for 
gaining upon the judgment, as well as affecftions, 
of mankind in affairs of thegreatf&ft moment. Be- 
ing trained up in the emulation both of his father 
Germanicus, and his uncle TiberiuSx his predecef- 
for, two perfons fo illuftrious for their literary ac- 
complishments, he feems to have made it a point 
of honour not to degenerate from the dignity either 
of his birth or education. But what avails a vir- 
tuous education, unlefs its influence is diffufed 
throughout life ? What a train of ill confequences 
enfuc when it is perverted to ignoble purpofes ? 
How hard a talk it is for men poffefTed of power, 
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and, Infomc degree, above lav/, to act virtuoufly 
for virtue's fake ! At his firft entrance on thc go- 
vertiniautjljc made an excellent choice of men of in- 
tegrity and abilities for his friends and miniftcrs, 
by winch he gained a defcrved reputation with the 
people. But in a fhort time he took another bias, 
turned them off with infolcnce and fcorn, and, by 
intolerable provocations, forced his fubjedls to 
thofc outrageous extremities of defpair and revenge 
that afterwards brought on his own deftruction. 

Claudius, as before obferved, hearing of the 
death of Cains, and the tumult occasioned by it, 
betook himfelf to an obfeure retreat ; though he 
had no reafon. to apprehend danger ; unlefs it might 
arifc from the dignity of his birth. In private life 
he conduced himfelf with moderation, and feem- 
ed content with his fortune, applying himfelf to 
literature, efpecially the cultivation of the Greek 
language, and avoiding, as much as pofllble, fcenes 
of hurry and confufion. 

The multitude were now in a ftatc of diftr action ; 
the palace thronged with foldiers, hurrying from 
one part to another in furious confternation ; and 
the common people running from place to place at 
a venture* without any regard to the order or au- 
thority of government ; fo that the guards, being 
men of the beft credit among the foldiers, in this 



pretenders from among the fenators, who, having 
heretofore embroiled the Hate, would probably do 
as much mifchicf if they had it in their power. 
They looked upon the republican form of govern- 
ment as loft beyond recovery ; and therefore, fincc 
an emperor was of ncceffity to be chofen, they in- 
ferred the expediency of taking the utmoft care that 
no pcrfonfhould be advanced to that dignity with- 
out owing his preferment to them. From this con- 
lideratiou they concluded that they could not do 
better than make choice of Claudius, and by that 
means engrofs the merit of the obligation entirely 
to themfelves. The wholebody of thcfoldiery were 
fo well fatisfied with this mode of reafoning, that, 
upon conferring with one another, they all joined 
in the fame refolution ; fo that taking up Claudius, 
they carried him away to the camp, there to finifii T . 
what they had begun ; andhe was attended by the him**," 
whole army as his guards, £te 

In the mean time there fell out a mifunderfland- 
ing between the fenateand the populace. The for- 
mer were for re-eftablifliing the commonwealth in 
all its ancient glory, and vindicating their autho- 
rity from tyrannical ufiirpations. The latter, cn- Thefc 
vious of the power of the fenate, defired nothing andp^' 
more than an imperial check upon their pride and^ i7ii 
avarice, and a fecure appeal for themfelves to an 
higher court from republican oppreffions : fo that 
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tumultuous confufion, began to deliberate on the the le were overjoyed at the elevation of 

moft expedient meafures of proceeding. They were C i audius . hoping that, under his protection, they 
not fo much troubled at the death of the emperor, m ightbepreferved from civil wars, and the renewal 
who they thought fuffered according to Ins defert, of thofe horrid fcenes that took place t , ur ; thc 



as at the difficulty of fettling their own affairs. In- 
deed, the rage of the Germans againft the aflaffins, 
rather proceeded from a regard to private intereft 
than good will to the public. Thefe circumftances 
weighed together, increafed the apprehenfions of 
Claudius, efpecially when he beheld the heads of 
cUiutius Afprenas and his companions, that were carried up 
difcovercd and down in triumph. Having concealed himfelf 
byGracus. \ n a dark retreat, Gratus, one of the emperor's 

guards, efpied him in a corner ; but not being able 
to identify his perfon, advanced towards him 
(though the other requefted him to retire,) and, 
upon drawing near, finding he knew him, he called 
aloud to thofe that followed him, " This is Ger- 
manicus : and no man fitter to fill up the vacancy 



conteft between Pompey and Casfar 



The fenate were no fooner informed of the fol- 
diers conducing Claudius to thc army, than they 
difpatched a certain number of chofen men of their 
own order, with inftru&ions to admonifh him M not 
to attempt to afTume the government to himfelf by 
violence, but rather content himfelf in the ftation 
of one of the fenators, and leave the care of the 
public to that body who were qualified by the laws 
to manage by themfelves, and, by their dire&ion, 
all the officers of adminiflration." They then re- 
minded him how tyrannically the people had been 
treated by former emperors, and particularly by 
Caius; and alfoof the danger in which himfelf flood 
from the wanton cruelty of that tyrant. They 
then allured him, that, if he would fubmit to the 
fenate, and re-adopthis former principles, hclhould 
be crowned with honour by a free anil powerful 
people, and gain the reputation of a wife and good 
man, by contenting himfelf to take his lot in the 
couric of things in this world, whether it be higher 
tertain the lead: apprehenfion for his fafety, but ra- 11 or lower, as Providence fhould appoint : but that, 
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of the empire." Upon thefe words the foldiers were 
ready to lay hold of him ; and Claudius, for fear 
they fhould put him to death for the fake of Caius, 
earne&ly intreated themtofparehim,folemnlypro- 
tefting his innocence of the whole matter. Gratus, 
upon this, took him by the right hand, affiimed a 
plea'ing countenance, and defired him not to en- 



been long groaning under the weight of i 
oppreflions. He added, " Rife therefore, 



empire, 



ther difpofe his mind for receiving the empire, 
which the gods, he faid, had taken from Caius, and 
now offered to Claudius by thehands of Gratus, for 
the relief and prefer vation of mankind, who had 

numerous 
and take 

c»r*tusputs poffeffion of the throne of your anceftors." They 
poiUlSon then took him up and carried him, as, through thc 
ofthc effeftofthe furprize, between joy and apprehen- 
fion, he was hardly able to ftand. 

During thefe tranfactions between Gratus and 
Claudius, the guards gathered about the formerin 
great numbers, lamenting the fate of the innocent 
Claudius, whom they imagined to be carrying to 
execution, while others were for appealing to the 
confnls. As the foldiers crowded in more and more, 
the people that had no arms, confulted their fafety, 
and departed different ways. This put a flop to the 
progrefs of Claudius ; for he was not in a condi- 
tion to walk ; andhis bearers had withdrawn them- 
felves for fear of (baring his expected fate. The 
military corps being now poflened of the palace, 
their numbers increafing, and having none to op- 
pofe them, tookintoconlideration, atthisjundture, 
in what manner they fhould proceed in order to 
fettle the commonwealth. They rejoiced at the pre- 
sence of Claudius, and were unanimous for ad- 
vancing him to the empire ; partly in honour to his 
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if he was determined to follow the example of the 
late emperor, they mu ft certainly oppofe him in his 
defign, as they wanted neither foldiers or arms, 
nor any other neceflaries for fuch an undertaking; 
and that, after all, their dependence was upon the 
juftice and power of the gods in favour cf fo righ- 
teous a caufe as the defence of their country. 

When the deputies, Veranius and Bronchus, who 
were both tribunes of the people, had acquitted 
themfelves of their conimiffion to Claudius in words 
to this cfteA, they caft themfelves at his feet, with 
the molt earned: fupplications to avoid nny pro- 
ceeding that had a tendency to bring the people 
into a civil war. But finding him befet with the 
foldiers, and that the power of the confuls was far 
inferior to that of the army, they briefly added this 
requeft ; that if he wasrefolved upon the fovereign- 
ty, he would rather accept it from the fenate, and 
take it upon him without violence ; as it would 
be much more aufpicious to receive it with the 
good-will of the people, than to take it from them 
by force. They concluded with obferving* that, if 
he received the fovereignty from the hands of the 
fenate, it would indicate a difpofition to govern 
with that mildnefsand ferenity that fhould be the 
characterise of royalty : but that, if he refufed to 
accept it from them, it would indicate a defign of 
his wifhing to tyrannize over the people, infield of 
brother Gcrmanicus, whofe memory was held in governing them in a manner confident with the 
univerfal elteem, and partly to exclude ambitious Ai principles of a prudent man, and a goodfovereign. 
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Claud;;::, a f the iufrtnc: *f <?V'lpp", •■j*' r!s claim 
if) the imperial dignity. Upo: a report afterwards^ 1 
tlhtt Ciin; was not dead, h dtfpifed to decline all pre 
teuton 1 ;. Artful proceed:;; $s /!*rippa. dunlins 
pdfsth'.f'd'Ucrs to their otth of allegiance* 'I he Jol- 
dirrs are vociferous to the y:natc for an emperor. 
Charrras a profef/cd enemy to Claudius. Prctejl of 
S,\bi:int agaiufi Clciudi:ts+ The populace pay court to 



,.////. C.bxereas a::d Lupus put to death: The former 
dies bravely \ the litter ignobly. Claudius pardons 
SahiMi^ a ui he lays violznt hands c:i hiufclj\ 

CLAUDIUS, being well acquainted with the 
haughty diPpolition of the fenate, gave their 
deputies as courteous an anfvver, for the prefent, as 
he could difcrcetly do, without laying himfelf at 
their mercy. But, through the advice and impor- 
tunitv of the fold i cry, the initigation of Agrippa, 
and their pro mi Pes to Hand by him in aflerting his 
hi, pretentions, he was prevailed upon not to decline 
& on5 his claim to the dignity which they had conferred 
upon him. 

When Agrippa had decently difpofedof the re- 



u imperial adminiflration of juftice* My defircis 
" only, under the name of a prince, to rule with 
cc the common advice and confent oi my pcoplc# 
u For the good faith of my intentions I refer to the 
4 * proof I have given the fenate of my moderation 
" and integrity, even in the word: of times. " With 
this PpccchhedifmifTed the deputies : then harran- 
gued his Poldiers ; gave them the oath of alle- 
giance, and five hundred' drachmas a man, as a ** c - 
gratuity ; and in proportion to the officers ; with thcoathof 
promifesof the like to the foldiersthat wereabfent. allc 6 ,ance ' 



metthc next morningcarly in the temple of Jupiter j£ fe - 
Capitolinus. Some, that difcerncd the impending monedL 
miichief,abfented themfelves on variouspretences; 
fo that the number of thofe who attended upoii 
the occafion, did not amount to more than ari 
hundred. 

While they were in the midft of their debate, a 
clamour of the Poldiers were heard at the door, dc- The foi- 
firing the Penators to appoint Pome one man to go- J wiw. 
vern them, as many heads they found bred c 011- emperor > 
fufion. With refpedt to the ability of that one 
man, they fubmitted it entirely to the fenate. This 
overture embarrafled them much, as, inftead of the 



mains of the late emperor Caius, to whomhe owed liberty they promifed themfelves from Claudius, 



his crown, and put every thing in as good order as 
circumftances would admit, he went to his guards, 
and gave it out that Caius was not dead, but defpe- 
rately wounded, and that therefore he had Pent for 
affillance to him. Being informed foon after, that 
Claudius was taken up and carried away by the 
foldicrs, Agrippa immediately prefTed after him 
through the croud, and, with much difficulty, 
found him out, involved in the utraoft perplexity, 
andjuft upon the point of delivering up all to the 
fenate : but Agrippa encouraged him to perfift in 
his rcfoiution of maintaining his right. 



his 



of 



*cnt 



Being foon after this invited to take his place in 
the fenate, he attended in moft fuperb attire, and 
enquired of the bench, what was become of Clau- 
dius? They related to him every particular concern- 
inghhn, and then required his opinion of the pre- 
fent Irate of things. Agrippa replied, " that there 
was nothing dear to him, in this world, that lie 
was not ready to facrifice to the honour of " the 
fenate ; and yet he could wifli that people would ra- 
ther attend to the fubltantial good and Pervice of 
the commonwealth, than the Ppeaking of pleafing 
things to tickle the ears of the vulgar ; as it was 
moil certain, that, without a competent provilion of 
arms, men, and money, for a foundation to proceed 
upon, it would befruitlefs to contend for dominion 
and power." They replied, c< that they had abun- 
dance of the articles he mentioned ; and that, as to 
numbers they had flaves enough to execute their 
parpofs, who would be glad of their freedom for 
their wages." Agrippa rejoined, with all deference 
to their ikge opinions, tc that the partizans of Clau- 
dius were veterans in decipline and experience ; 
whereas, on the other hand, their party was com*- 
pofed of a raw and untraceable rabble ; and there- 
fore he would humbly propoPe, with their concur- 
rence, to fend a deputation to Claudius, to endear* 
vour to prevail with him to relinquish his claim ; 
and that, with their approbation, he would be one 
to go upon the buiineis." 




0 

19 having previoufly touncl means or acqu 
e Claudius of the confternation that prevailed in the 
fenate, and fuggefted to him an anPwer to tlie depu- 
ties becoming the majefty of an imperial prince, 
y Claudius tluvs addreifed them : cc I do not wonder 




y or lome iate pr 

** m # 

: my own part, I propole nothing more to my- 



" For 



({ « . , ' 1 7 J I ~ " ~~J 

ielrthanto make my PubjcAs caPy and happy in 

4 their pcrfbns, liberties, and fortunes, and in the 
No. <z6. 



they now found him to be the pcrfon they had moft 
reafbn to fear; not that there was men wanting 
among themfelves, who, for the honour of their ex- 
traction, and their relation to Casfan might well 
pretend to fet up for that dignity. For inftance, certain of 

th ere was Marcus Minucianusi a man of the fir ft Jgrscfe/Se 
rank, and married into the family of the Csefar's to that aig. 
Julia, the fiftcr of Caius. This perfon olFered him- mty# 
Pelf for one ; but the confuls were willing to wave it, 
and Po put it off, as they did onepropofal after ano- 
ther. Valerius Afiaticus would have offered him- 
felf for another, if Minucianus, one of the confpi- 
rators againft Caius, had not interpofed, and pre- 
vented it ; obPerving that if any man ftood up in 
competition with Claudius, it would be attended 
with a horrid fcene of bloodshed ; as his party had 
at hand whole troops of gladiators, and military 
men of all forts who were ready to exert them- 
felves when occafion required . This diverted Peve- 
ral from their intention of (landing forth, as they 
forefaw the mifchief that would certainly enfue, 
both to the public and themfelves. 

About break of day Choreas, with his part}', 
came into the fenate houfe ; and having made a The r«l- 
figual for filence, dc fired to be heard. But the fol- jjjjg^jj 
diers immediately exclaimed, that they demanded amempe- 
the choice x of an emperor without further delay, ror# 
and, by their clamour, prevented him from {peak- 
ing. The fenate now found that all their attempts 
to fettle the government would be ineffectual, as 
their authority was totally over-ruled by the power 
of the f word ; and the dignity of their rank fubr 
jedlecl to the inPolcncc, Pcorn, and mockery of the 
vulo-ar. Thefc confiderations put Chccreas out of 



all patience, inPomuch, that he told them, in the 
conclufion, lt If nothing but an emperor would 
ferve their turn, he would give them one, if they £p?oach- 
would bring him an order from Eutychns," This es lhcm - 
Eu^ychus was one of the charioteers uf Caius, an in- 
famous wretch, that had been fubPcrvient to his 
matter's bafeft purpofes. Chasreas followed this 
taunt with many reproaches, declaring, tc that he 
would rather bring them the head of Claudius, than 
ever acknowledge him as emperor ; as it would be 
the greateft abfurdity, after having had a luntic to 
rule them, to make choice of a fool." But all that 
he could fay was of no effeft ; for the Poldiers im- 
mediate! v drew their fwords, and marched with 
flying colours to find out Claudius, and join in the 
fame oath they had taken before. 

Thus was the fenate abandoned by thofe that The fenate 
fliculd have defended it, and the confuls reduced to by f thcf©u 
the condition of private perfons. An univer falcon- die**, 
fternation prevailed amongft the people for having 
offered fo many indignities to Claudius, infomuch, 
that they reproached one another ; and each endea- 
-C 3 
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ronred to transfer the blame from liimfclf to his 
neighbour* At this juncture Sabinus, one of the 

confederates, ftood forth, and folcmnly proteltcd, 
that he would fhcath his fword in the bofom of eve- 
ry man before him, rather than fubmitto acknow- 
ledge the imperial authority of Claudius, and by 
that means confefs himfclf a flavc. He reproached 
Cfuercas, on having been the principal aflertcr of 
the common liberty againft Caius, and now abating 
in his refolution from a daftardly fear of death, as 
if a brave man could exift without freedom. Chas- 
rcas declared his unchangeable refolution not to 
furvive liberty, but that he wifhed to know in the 
mean time how Claudius ftood affe<5fced. 

During thefe altercations in the fenate, people 
flocked to the camp, fromali quarters, to pay their 
court to Claudius, and, amongft the reft, one of the 
confuls, Ouintus Pompius, who had incurred the 
hatred of the foldiers for encouraging the fenate to 
ftand up in defence of their liberties. Upon his ad- 
vancing, they aflaulted him with their drawn 
fwords, and had certainly flaiii him, had not Clau- 
dius taken him into his protection and placed him 
by his own fide. But the fenators, in general, were 
not only treated with infult, but many of them re- 
pulfed by blows as they prefled forward to falute 
him., Aponius was wounded; and every one of 
Agripparc- tliem fubjeA to imminent danger. At the inftance, 
raoXmbn however, of king Agrippa, whoreprefented to him 
cuudius t ] ie ignominy that would attend the total extirpa- 
tion of the nobility, Claudius was prevailed on to 
treat the fenators, as well as perfons of condition 
in general* with courtefy and refpedt ; fo that he 
defired the fenate to meet him at the palace, whi- 
ther he was conduced by a guard of foldiers. 

At the fame time Chasreas and Sabinusprefented 
themfelvesin public, exprefsly againft the order of 
Pollio, whom Claudius a little before had appointed 
to the command of his guards. Claudius, being 
now brought into the palace, and furrounded by 
his partizans, pronounced fentence of death upon 
Chrereas for difobedience of orders. It was pre- 
tended that the fentence did not proceed from any 
perfonal pique, but the expediency of making fuch 
examples as might tend to the future fecurity of 
contract princes. He was led to the place of execution with 
chzrul ^ U P US 5 afi d feveral other of the confpirators. Ac- 
andLupus cording to report, Chcereas jfiiftained the .parting 
a y hccrit, ~ftroke with amazing conftancy, indicating, neither 

by countenance or action, the fmalleft degree of 
fear, or an affeiflion derogatory to the dignity of 
an exalted mind. Lupus, on the contrary, betray- 
ed every token of pulillanimity : nor could Cheereas 
avoid paffing a contemptuous (arcafm upon the 
occafion ; for Lupus, when dripping complaining 
of cold, his intrepid fellow- fufferer remarked that, 
u Wolves felt no cold alluding to the import of 
his name Lupus, which, in the Roman lauguage, 
fignifies wolf. When the executioner was prepared, 
he afked him whether he was accuftomed to the 
office, or only a novice ? and defired him to ufe 
that very weapon with which he flew Caius. He 
did his duty, and difpatched him at one ftroke. 
But Lupus, through fear, changing thepofition of 
his body, was mangled by repeated ftrokes, be- 
fore the officer could execute his bufinefs, Some 
few days after, on the feftival of the people's ex- 
piatory oblations to the ghofts of their departed 
friends, bycafting their offerings into the fire ac- 
cording to the ufual ceremony, they paid the fame 
honour to Chcereas as to the reft, begging forgive- 
nefs for their late ingratitude, to fo Angular a pa- 
triot. Thus died Chnereas in the glorious caufe of 
liberty. He was a man who pofleffed a magnani- 
mity of foul rarely to be found among elevated 
characters. His being the inftrumental caufe of 
the death of that abominable tyrant Caius, was 
juftly applauded by the people in general, who la- 
mented the death of fo diftinguiflied a patriot for 
the caufe of liberty and his country. 

Claudius not only pardoned Sabinus, but conti- 
nued hinun his command*. The noble Roman,ho w- 
t£oagh'* ever, made no further ufe of his clemency, than to 
pardoned, rid himfelf of 3 loathfome life, by falling; upon his 

falls upon r i * J at 

hit fword. own fword. 



CHAP- IV. 



Liberality of Claudius to dgrippa. Commotions among 
the Jews and Greeks. EdiEls of Claudius in behalf 
of the Jews. 

THE firft precaution taken by Claudius, after 
his eftablifliment, was to dilcharge from the 
army allthofe perfons whom he fu(pe€ted, whether 
in an official or private capacity. He then pub- 
liflied an edidfc, confirming Agrippa in the poffcf- ciaodfe 
fion of the kingdom conferred upon him by Caius, jj*^ * 
as an acknowledgment of his late fervices. He 
added, moreover, to his dominions, Judseaand Sa- 
maria ; over which countries his grandfather Herod, 
had reigned, reftoringthem to him as the right of 
his family. But Abela, and the bordering lands 
upon Mount Libanus, that formerly belonged to 
Lyfanias, were beftowed upon him as an act of 
bounty out of his own territories. The articles of . 
alliance between king Agrippa, and the people of 
Rome, were fetup in the middle of the forum, as a 
memorial to pofterity. He alfo took away from 
Antiochus the kingdom of which he was poflefled, 
but gave him a certain part of Cilicia and Coma* 
gena. He fet at liberty Alexander Lyfimachus., his 
old friend, and fuperintendant of the affairs of his, 
mother Antonia, whohad been imprifonedby Caius. 
He gave Bernice, the daughter of Agrippa, in . 
contract to his fbn Marcus ; who dying before the . 
confummation of the marriage, Agrippa married 
her to his brother Herod, and obtained for him, of 
Claudius, the kingdom of Chalcis. 

About this time there was a tumult between tlie^"*. 
Jews and the Greeks, in the city of Alexandria. thcjS 
Upon the death of Caius, during whofe reign the^j£*» 
Jews of Alexandria had been greatly opprelTed, aadrii/ 
they took up arms in vindication of their rights. 
Claudiusimmediately fent an order to the governor 
of Egypt to ufe his utmoft endeavours to fupprefs 
the tumult ; and, at therequeft of the kings Agrippa 
and Herod, fent an edict to Alexandria and Syria, 
according to the following contents. 

u Tiberius Claudius Coefar Auguftus Germanicus, 
" tribune and prince of the fenate, greeting : 



cc 



cc 



C< WhercaS »ve ^ivtu lu uuutiuauu Luai **** gjjjjjjjjf 

Jews of Alexandria have ever, from time to time, aroor of 
" enjoyed the fame freedoms and privileges, fr° m 2S^ 
" former kings of iEgypt, in common with the reft 
" of the inhabitants, asappears by feveral royal de- 

6C crees, and inftruments of record, at this day ex- 
<c tant,in confirmation thereof; and likewife that 
u thofe rights and benefits have been continued to 
ct them ever fince the annexing of that city by Au- 
guftus to our empire; and fo tranfmitted uncon- 
cc trovertcd through Aquila's days, and all thego- 
<c vernors of Alexandria fucceffively, that have 
c< been fent thither ; having liberty granted theni 
" alfo by the fame Auguftus, upon the death of their 
" ethnarch, to fubftitute another in his ftead ; en- 
" joying the free exercife of their religion and difr 
cc cipline, without any moleftation or controul: 

" Now, for as much as Caius Ccefar, in a blafphe- 
mous excefsof madnefs, hath rigoroufly preffed 
upon the Jews to vvorfliiphim as a god, contrary 
44 to the good faith and honour of the imperial 



ic 
cc 



cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 



grant, and in amanifeft violence upon their con- 
u fciences, and breaking into outrages againft the 
" refufcrs, irritated a party of his own faction in 
Alexandria againft the Jews, their fellow-citi- 
zens; this is to declare all thofe proceedings of 
Caius null and void, and the faid privileges of 
the Jews to remain ftill in full force ond virtue; 
requiring and commanding, both the one and 
cc the other, by this our fovereign authority^ to 
ct live, as far as is poffible, in aright under (landing 
" together, without troubling the public peace." 
Thefe are the contents of the edi<ffc ; and after this, 
in particular for Alexandria, there was another fent 
abroad by the fame prince, in favour of the Jews 
all over the empire, in the following terms : 
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" Tiberius Claudius Crefar- Augufhis Gennani- 
« ens, Ijigh-pricft, tribune of the people, and 
" the fecond time conful clctft, giveth to under- 
" ftand, that, 

Ejiainfn- " Upon the requeft of the kings, Agrippa and 
M V*? U " Herod, our Angular good friends, for the fame 
titfje**' u ]ib c rty to the Jews all over the empire, in their 

" ways and worfhip, that we have already granted 
u them in Alexandria, we doheartily comply with 
** them in their delire ; not only for the fake of the 
4t advocates, but out of a refpe&alfo to the merits 
" of the people, in acknowledgment of the friend- 
u /hip and good offices they have ever rendered to 
" the ftatc of Rome. Wherefore we judge it rea- 
" fonable to have them admitted to a (hare of the 
<c common rights and benefits of all our cities, as 
" well Greek as other, and to enjoy them in as am- 
c< pie a manner as they did in the reign of Auguf- 
* c tus of blefled memory : And we do likewife or- 
4c dain, for the future, that, wherever they fhallhap- 
ic pen to be difperfed within the dominion of our 
45 empire, they fhall be allowed to govern them- 
u felvcs by their own laws, without any lett or in- 
" terruption, provided that they make a modeft 
" ufe of this our grace and favour, without envy- 
44 ing other people the free exercifeof their opini- 
tc on, fo long as they themfelves are allowed to en- 
a joy the liberty of their own. 

iC This is what we have thought fit to declare : 
44 And it is our will and command that this our pro- 
" clamation may be duly notified in all our cities, 
<c plantations, towns corporate, and all other parts 
44 refpeftively of our dominions, as well within Italy 
44 as without ; and copies thereof tranfmitted to all 
44 kings, princes, and governors under our jurif- 
44 diction ; and to ftand ported up and expofed for the 
" fpace of thirty days to the view of all people." 
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CHAP. V. 



Claudius fends Agrippa to his government. ufgrippa 
depofes Thcophilus from the high priefthood, and con- 
fers that dignity upon Simon. Complains to Petro- 
nius, governor of Syria, of a fiat tie dedicated to Caefar 
in the fynagogue of the Jews. 



k?£** pL AUDIUS Caefar, by thefe edieffcs, haying made 
Agrippa w \^ known to the whole world the opinion he en- 

iW. " tertained of the 



J 



fent away Agrippa to take 



pofiefiion of his government, after he had advanced 
him to a greater dignity than before, and given him 
letters of fpeciai recommendation to the governors 
and intendants of the provinces through which he 
was to pafs. Having difpatched all previous bufi- 
nefs, with expedition and accuracy, he haftened to 
Min'o Jerufalem, where he acquitted himfclf of all his 
Excnrn. holy vows, and offered facrifices according to the 

ftridteft injunctions of the law. In compenfation 
for the fufferings infli&ed upon Agrippa by Tibe- 
rius, who had formerly commanded him to be ma- 
nacled with an iron chain, Caius had prefented 
him with a golden chain of equal weight. This 
chain Agrippa caufed to be fufpended within the 
limits of the temple, over the receptacle of the fa- 
cred treafure, as a memorial of the feverity of his 
punilhment,and the interpofition of Providence in 
his behalf, as well as a leflbn to mankind, that the 
fame Divine Power can exalt thofe whom it dejefts. 
The chain reprefented, at one and the fame vie w, a 
prince made the fport of fortune, and a prifoner in 
irons, with his deliverance and exaltati6n to greater 
dignity than ever ; circumftances exadlly corref* 
ponding with the viciflitudes of human affairs. 

When Agrippa had attended to the duties of Di- 
vine worfhip, he depofed Theophilus from the high 
priefthood, and conferred that dignity on Simon, 
the fon ofBoethus, whofe furname wasCanthara, 
and whofe daughter king Herod had married. Si- 
mon, therefore, held the pontificate with his bre- 
thren, and with his father, in like manner as the 
fons of Simou, the fon of Onias, which were three, 



• * • 

who held it tinder the Macedonian government, as 
wc have already /hewn. 

.•••*• ' • • 

When the king had fettled the office of thcltigfr ^pp*'J \ 

priefthood, he made it his next care to acknowledge thectJzent 

the refpetft andhonoUr he had received from the in- ?/^ cruf ^ 

habitants .of Jerufalemj by omitting the tax upon 

houfes which they had formerly paid* He alfct 

made Sijas. general .of his forces, a man who had 

(bared with him in many of his troubles. 



Soon after this, a fet of rafh, daring, and incon- Aninfolcn5 
fiderate youths, inhabitants of Doris, under colour aoionof * 
of religion, had thehardinefs to fet up a.ftatae to*j£$*" 



Casfar in the iynagogue of the Jews. This pro- DaiU. 
ceeding highly^ incenfed Agrippa, as it evidently 
tended to the diffolution of the religion and laws of 
his country. He therefore, withoutdelay, applied 
in perfon to Publius Petronius, then governor of 
Syria, accufing the people of Doris with an offence 
of the mo ft heinous nature. Petronius refenting 
the offence as much as Agrippa, as it tended to vio- 
late thofe laws which fliould regulate the conducft 
of mankind, expreffed his difpleafure in a letter to 
the people of Doris, couched in terms as follow in 
the next chapter. 



CHAP. VI. 



Petronius, in a letter^ reproves the conduct of the inha- 
bitants of Doris. Upon the removal of Simon from 
the high -priefthood, it is offered to Jonathan, who 
refufing it 9 and recommending his brother Matthias-, 
he is appointed. Marcus fuccceds Petronius as gover- 
nor of Syria. 



cc 



cc 
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44 Pflblius Petronius, governor of Syria, by the 
" appointment of Tiberius Claudius Caefar 
" Auguftus Germanicus, to the magiftrates of 
44 Doris, greeting : 

44 TT THERE AS I have received certain informa- 
44 W tion, that, notwithflranding a full liberty 
granted to the Jews, by an edieffc of Claudius Cse- 
44 far Auguftus Germanicus, to live according to 
4 4 the rules and prefcriptions of their own laws, fome 
44 of your people have been fo audacious as, in 
44 contempt of the faid imperial edidr, to prophane 
44 their fynagogue,byfettingupC2efar'sftatue there 
44 tothefcandal and affront of their religion ; being 
44 not only an ufurpation upon the freedom Casfar 
hath permitted them, and a violence upon their 
confeiences, but an indignity alfo to the dignity 
44 of Caefar himfclf: for his image fhouldhave 

been rather fet up in his own temple, than in ano- 
ther, efpecially in the fynagogue, fince the eni- 
" peror himfelf hath found it meet and juft to leave 
" every man matter within himfelf. I (hall fay no- 
44 thing of my own orders in this affair, after fuch 
44 an affront put upon the authority of my matter, 
who has not only indulgedthe Jews in the matter 
44 of their religion, but granted them all the privi- 
44 leges of free men likewife, in the cities where they 
44 inhabit, in common with the Greeks. Now, (ince 
fo it is, that this outrage hath moft certainly been 
committed, and the majefty of Csefar infolently 
delpifed, and that you yourfelves difown any 
hand in the thing, and fo turn it off to the li- 
cence of a riotous rabble, this is to will and re- 
quire you, that you- fend by my officer, Vitellius 
cc Proculus, fome of the guilty perfons, to apfwer 
u before me for what they havedone ; oratleaftto 
tell him who they are ; for you yourfelves will be 
otherwifc fufpefted for parties to the fa&. In the 
" mean time, have a care of the public peace^ and 
of thofe feditious fpirits that would put all into 
c * a flame. But as for my dear matter and myfelf 
" there is nothing we lay fo much to heart, as to 
" keep clear of giving the Jews any occafion or pre- 
tC text of being trdublefome in their own defence. 
c 4 And now for your better fatisfa £fcion ,\vhat opinion 
<c the emperor himfelf hath of this matter, I fend 
u you hereunto annexed, a copy of his edidfc to the 
" Alexandrians, which my deareft prince Agrippa 
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c< ibould be made good. 



Wherefoi 



j 



ct 



a charge and require it of you, for the future, to 
" forbcarall manner of feditious controverfies, and 
leave them to worfliip their God quietly in their 
il own way." 

Petronius, by thefe means, removed the griev- 
ance complained of by the Jews, and rendered the 
Greeks cautious of attempting the like infringe- 
ments for the future. 

Sov^uT Soon after this king Agrippa removed Simon 
Simon from the high-priefthood, with an intent to transfer 

ponTificatc, lt to Jonathan, the fon of Ananns, as a perfonmore 
« is offered deferving of that dignity. But he declined it, 
than°"mt, with due acknowledgment of the favour defigned 
at h« re- him; obferving, c< that, fince God had been plea- 
datTo^!"" fed to judge him unworthy of holding it, he fliould 

toMatthias contcnt himfelf with the honour of having once 

' worn the facred habit belonging to it, as he could 

better juftify his entrance upon that holy fun&ion 
at firft, than he could now in rc-afliiming it ; beg- 
ging per million to recommend a brother, a man 
uncorrupt in his morals, inoffenfive before God and 
man, and confequently better qualified for the im- 
portant office. " The king was fo pleafed with the 
candour and modefty of Jonathan, that, with his 
advice, he transferred the pontificate to his brother 
Matthias. Much about the fame time Petronius 
was difmiffed from the government of Syria, and 
Marcus appointed to fucceed him. 



CHAP. VII. 
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VAe ambition of Silas is pttnijbed by Agrippa, whoftyfhe 

command of Claudius, defijls from repairing the walls 
of Jerufalem. Inflances of the liberality and magni- 
ficence of Agrippa. The pontificate taken frojn Mat- 
thias, and transferred to Elonaeus. Games and fpec- 
taclet tnftituted at Cefarea in honour of Claudius Cae- 
far. Vanity of Agrippa, and adulation of the vulgar. 
He is reclaimed from his folly by fever e judgments , 
and reproves his flatterers. His death, revenue, and 
offspring. The inhabitants of Cefarea and Sebafle 
revile his memory. Claudius propofes his fon as juc- 
ceffor, but, at the in fiance of his favourites, confers the 
government on Cufpius Fadus. 
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would not laft long : that, after he had taken away 
not only his commiflion, but, as far as he could, sa *«»e. 
his reputation, he could not imagine that, ag-Ka*** 
grieved as he was, he could conceal fuch flagrant 
injuftice : that the world fliould know the diftrefles 
from which he had delivered him, and the difficul- 
ties and dangers he had encountered for his fake, 
as well as the rewards he had received for his fer- 
vices ; a dungeon and a chain." He then difmifled 
themeflengers with advice, or rather orders, that 
they would carry back that anfwer to the king, sila *M*. 
This being done, and Agrippa finding his petulance prlfotf 11 
incurable, commanded him to continue inprifon. 

Agrippa now turned his thoughts towards, the. 
concerns of the city, and repaired the walls of that 
part which was called the New Town at the public 
charge, making them much ftronger. and higher 
than they were before. Such were his zeal and affi- 
duity, that, in the end, he would have rendered Je- 
rufalem impregnable, had not Marcus, the gover- CI 
nor of Syria, given Claudius Csefar cautionary no-pu« a 
tice of it ; and the emperor, from fufpicion of at- 2$*^ 
tempts at innovation, laid a pcremtpory command J«ia&Ua. 
on Agrippa, by letter, to defift from the work. 

The king of the Jews was of fo affable and ge- Wxra% 
nerous a difpofition, that his greateft delight was 0 ^^ 
to difplay his munificence, and acquire fame by the 
extent of his bounty. He was a character in con- charters 
traft with that of Herod who reigned before him ; Jj^fliPP 
the one being inflexibly rigid, implacably cruel, wamfei 
and notorioufly partial to the Greeks in preference 
to the Jews, as appears from hisprofufion of trea- 
fure upon foreign works, both in ftru<fture and or- 
nament, as baths, theatres, temples, galleries, pro- 
menades, and the like ; whereas he was never 
known to have put himfelf to any extraordinary , 
expence to aggrandize the nation of the Jews. 
Agrippa, on the contrary, was gentle and benefi- 
cent, the common father of mankind ; but particu- 
larly attached to the welfare and intereft of his 
country. He made Jerufalem his conftant refi- 
dence, ftri&ly conformed to the rites and ceremo- 
nies of his religion, without the corruption of a pro- 
phaneand fuperftitious mixture ; nor did he fuffer 
a day topafs without its appointed facrifice. 

Notwithftanding the very refpe&able chara&er 
Agrippa had juftly acquired, one Simon, a pro- Agri^a t 
feflbr of the law, endeavoured to vilify him. The^™^' 
king being abfent at Cefarea, this man took occa-siuwa. 
fion, in a public aflembly, to reflect on him, as not 



Van icy of 
Silas. 




ILAS, the king's generaliffimo, prefuming on living according to the maxims and precepts of the 
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perfonal fervices he had rendered him, as well as 
the great familiarity that had fubfifted between 
them, began to afpire at equality with him, and 
did:ate to him on the mod important occafions, as 
if he abfolutely thought himfelf entitled to a fhare 
in the government. He took upon him to behave 
not only with unlimited freedom, but frequently 
with manifeft infolence ; boafting of his own merit, 
reminding the king of his former low ettate, and 
oftentatioufly reprefentingthe good offices he had 
done -him. 

An endlefs repetition of thefe circumftances could 
not fail to difguftthe king, as it is difagreeable to 
human nature to be reminded of unpleafing events ; 

e offend* ** or can an ^ t ' 1 ^ n S ^ e more difingenuous than a per- 
gHppa! petual intimation of obligations. Silas perfifted in 

'bondsw ***** arro g ant behaviour fo long as to incur the king's 
isown difpleafure to fuch a degree, that he not only de- 
scry. p r ived him of his commiflion, but fent him in bonds 

to his owncountry. Whenhisrefentment,however 
began to fiibfide, and he reflected on his feverity 
towards a man who had undergone fo many dan- 
gers and difficulties in his fervice, the anniverfary 
of hisnativity approaching, he fent for Silas to be 

r snas* P rc ^ ut att ^ ero y a ^ banquet. The general, being 

a man of a frank difpofition, and one that could not 
difguife his fentiments, efpecially where he thought 
he had reafon on his fide, obferved to the meflen- 
gers that brought the invitation, cc that, notwith- 
ftanding the apparent honour the king did him, his 
fit of cqmplacency, as he had often experienced, 



Jewifh religion, and therefore deferving of ex- 
clufion from the temple. One of AgrippaVprinci- 
pal officers fent him information of the charge al- 
ledged againft him by Simon, who was immediately 



r 



cited to appear before the king. At the time of his 
arrival, Agrippa happening to be in the theatre, 
called to him, and alked him, in a gentle one, " if 
he knew of anything he had done contrary to the 
laws of his country." Simon, having no reply to 
make in juftification of his charge, with confufion 
of face implored his pardon, which the king gran- Hepanto* 
ted beyond all expectations; and, to confirm his 
chara&er, added to this Angular proof of his cle- 
mency as remarkable an in (lance of his bounty, 
valuing himfelf more upon the exercife of mercy 
than power, and efteeming it more worthy a king 
to be humane than imperious. 

All the different places through which he pafled Agr w f 
had fome traits of his^bounty and magnificence ; pw|j* 
but Bery tus far above the reft ; for there he ereded,.7 0 & t ,> 
at animmenfecharp*e, a (lately theatre, aifampbi-haHi^ 
theatre, with ieverai baths and porticos, fpanngno 
coft to render therefpecftive edifices finifhed models 
of perfection. The pomp of the dedication of thefe 
eminent buildings was equal to the ftatelinefs of 
them, as the entertainments of the theatre were 
compofed of moft pleafing variety. In the amphi- 
theatre were expofed the combats of gladiators ; 
firft man to man ; and after that whole troops of 
condemned malefa&ors, to the number of feven 
hundred on each fide. This might be deemed an 
execution of juftice in the form of a battle, as they 
were all deftroyed, to the very laft man. 
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jigfippa Agrippa, having displayed thcfe fignal proofs of 
^Stttt" generofity and magnificence at Bcrytus, paflcd to 
mt ' Tiberais, a city of Galilee, where he received ho- 



tcrtitni 



«TiS nours from feveral kings. There was Antiochus, 

kingof Comagena ; Sampfigeram,king of Emafa ; 
Cotys, king of the Leffer Armenia ; Polemon, a 
petty prince ; and Herod, brother of Agrippa, and 
Icing of Chalcis. Thefe were treated with a mag- 
nificent hofpitality, becoming the dignity of the 
hoft and the gucfts ; while it redounded to the ho- 
nour of Agrippa, to be held worthy of fo many 
royal vifits. During the abode of thefe kings with 
him, Marcus, the governor of Syria, came over to 
him ; and Agrippa, to preferve the refped: due to 
the fovereignty of the empire, went feven furlongs 
out of the city to meet him. But this proved even- 
tually the occafionof a mifunderftanding between 
jiaraisgo-him and the governor ; for as the kings accompa- 
T- or -ni niedhim, Marcus, obferving fuch apparent friend- 



p 



curs the fhip amongft them, began to think the public fafe- 

rfjgrfppa. mi g ht be in danger from the affociation of fo 

many potentates, and therefore fentmeflengers to 
each of them, enjoining them to depart without 
*K° n5 J™ delay, which gave Agrippa fuch offence, that he 
°ricft. 8 "was never after reconciled to him. The pontificate 

was now taken from Matthias, and conferred upon 
Elionoeus, the fon of Cithasus. 

Agrippa, in the third year of his reign over all 
Judzea, came to the city of Gefarea, formerly called 
ceCue*. the Tower of Straton, where he exhibited games 

and fhews in honour of Casfar. This feftival drew 
together great numbers of perfons, of the firft 
rank, from all parts of the province. On the fe- 
cond day the king went to the theatre in moft 
fumptuous and magnificent apparel j his veftment 



/gtippa 
exhibits 

garnet at 



emperor Caius ; (the three former of them utidef. 
the tetrarchy of Philip, and the fourth under that of 
Herod ) the three laft under that of Claudius, who, 
to the government of Judsea, added thofe of Saraa- 
ria and Cefarea. His yearly revenue was comjm-H"'**«we 

ted at twelve millions of drachmae j yet he wasi fo 

£rofufely liberal, that his income, not being a <* c -" silaJ i fflaIfl - 
quate to his expences,. he frequently borrowed at the in- 
great ftims. Beforfe his death was made public, J^*^ 
Chelcias, one of his generals* and Hrfrod, prince of Chelcias. 
Chalcis, both of them mortal foes to Silas,- fet 
Arifton to flay him in prifon, as if it had been done 

the king's command. • . » . 

This was the end tff king Agrippa, Who left be- 
hind him a fon of his awn name, a youth in <h*6 fe- 
venteenth year of his age, and three daughters. Be-^»°*- 
renice, the elded, at the age of fixteen, was marri-- pnn * 
ed to Herod, his father's brother. JVlariamne was 
contradred to Julius Archelaus, the fon of Chelcias 
and Drufilla to Epiphanes, the fon of Antiochus,- 
king of Comagena. \ 

When the death of king Agrippa was p^hYictyia^ujj 
known, the people of Cefarea and Sebafte, forget- 
ting the obligations he had laid upon them by fd farcaand 
many inftances of his liberality, vilified his memory ^bafte to' 
with the fouleft afperfionS. A band of foldiers ry of 
carried away the ftatues of his daughters out of the A s ii M*+ 
palace into the public brothels, and reviled and ri- 
diculed their characters in a manner too indecent 
to be related. They alfo celebrated feftivals, with 
garlands on their heads, ointments and libations, 
to Charon ; and drank to one another in token of 
their joy for the death of the king. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had fa 
abundantly extended his liberality to them, but of 
his grand-father Herod alfo, who had himfelf re- 



memo- 



being of the moft curious contexture, andfo inter- built their cities, andraifed them temples and har- 



tion 



woven with gold andfilver,as well as ornamented 
with jewels of fuch brilliant refulgence, that it daz- 
zled the eyes of the (pe&ators to fuch a degree, as 
to infpire them with veneration. Some fawning 
wreibr flatterers, indeed, addrefled himas a god, implored 
thcrauiti- him to pardon the fins of their ignorance, in think- 

"goi? ing him a mere mortal, whereas they were now 

convinced there was an excellency in his nature 

more than human. The king neither rebuked them 
nor fpurncd their impious adulation ; but while he 
was gratifying his vanity to this excefs, he efpied 
an owl perched on a rope over his head, which he 

ornate ** oon f° unc ' to ^ c a preface of ill to him now, as it 
^rthcndihad been of good heretofore. He fell into an ex- 
hiidiflbia- tremity of internal pains,and turning to many about 

him, thus addrefled them : " Behold your god is 
" condemned to die,, and thereby prove the fallacy 
" of prdfligate flatterers, and convince the world 
" that he is not immortal. I have had no reafon 
" to envy the happinefs of any prince upon the face 
" of the earth, but yet have alpired beyond the 
ct fphere of human nature. The will of heaven, 
<c however, be done. 

wifoHcl - At thefe words, his pains increafing, he was re- 
altor amoved to the palace ; and it was rumoured through- 
"cuwy. out t h e c \ t y^ t jj at t £ e king was at the point of 

death. The multitude was fb affedled thereby, that 
men, women, and children, put on fackcloth, ac- 
cording to cuftom, and joined in fervent Applica- 
tions' for the recovery of the king, who, looking 
down from his apartment in the palace, could not 
forbear weeping at the fighs of the mourners pro- 
ftrate upon the pavement below. After ftruggling 
with the acuteft pains, without an interval of eafe, 
J^j p ^ for five fucceffive days, he departed this life in the 

fifty-fourth year of his age, and feventh of his 
reign. He ruled the firft four years under the 
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hours |jt a vaft expence. 

Agrippa, the fon of thedeceafed, was atthis time 
at Rome, and trained up in the court of Claudius, 
who no fooner had intelligence of the death of hisappoimthe 

father, a*d the indignities offered to his memory, by ^? p ^ t V 
the inhabitants of Cefarea and Sebafte, than he ex- fuccccdhit 
prefled great forrowfor thelofs of Agrippa, and re- cn 
fentment of the ingratitude. He then determined to 
fend away the fon to fucceed his father in the king- 
dom, purfuant to the oath he had taken, and 
agreeable to the laws of equity and reafon. But his 
friends reprefenting to him the danger of repofing D ar uadc tf 
a truft in the hands of an inexperienced youth, 
that was equal to the beft abilities in the empire^ 
he was diverted from his purpofe, and, through 
1 their indnuations, gave the whole government to 
Cufpius Fadus, wit 



by. hit 
friends. 
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this deference to the memory F ** u » »' 

i i ■ • J the go- 




of the deceafed, that he fhould by no means intro- vemment 
duce Marcus, who had been at variance with him* ° f /„ 
into any office within his jurifdiction. He alfo gave "am'cottl - 
Fadus exprefs charge to chaftife the inhabitants of dicion9i 
Cefarea and Sebafte moft feverely for the indigni- 
ties they had offered to the memory of the decea- 
fed, and the difgrace they had put upon the cha- 
racters of his daughters. He gave orders that he 
fhould fend away the troops which were in thofe 
two cities toPontus, and detach a body of chofen 
men out of the Roman legions in Syria to fupply 
their places. But this laft orderwasnotobeyed ;for 
Claudius was prevailed upon, with humble fuppli- 
cation, to continue thofe troops ftill in Judsea. 
Thefe very men became the fource of the great car 
lamities that afterwards befel the Jews, andfowecjl 
thofe feeds of diflention, from which fprang the 
war under the government of Floras^ infomuch% . 
that Vefpafian though conqueror, was obliged to 
tranfport them out of that country- > 
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CHAP. I. 

Claudius appoints Caffius Longinus to the government^ of 

Difjentions between the Jews an 



Syria . 
p/iiaits. Tko 
put to death. 



A grippe fon of 
favour of the Jen 



Jofeph 



Cartas 
Longlnui 
made go- 
vernor of 
Syria. 
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PON the death of king Agrippa, Claudius 
Casfar appointed Caffius Longinus fuc- 
ceflbr to Marcus in the government of 
Syria, out of refpe& to the memory of 
his deceafed friend, who, in his life time, had often 
rcquefted, by letters, that he would remove Mar- 
cus from his office. 



Qtzirrcl 
between 
the Tewi 



When 

Judas: 



Jews beyond Jorda 



Three of 
the ring- 



phians, al o . 

Mais, the inhabitants of which were a brave and 
warlike people. The Jews of Perea had taken up 
arms, without any colour of authority from their 
fuperiors, and killed feveral of the Philadelphians. 
Fadus was fo incenfed at this feditious infolence, 
that he caufed three of the ringleaders to be put in 
auhed/ 0 * chains, Annibas, Amaram, and Eleazar. The 

firft was afterwards put to death, and the other two 
Tholo-' were banifhed. 

rn*us,chicF 
of the rob- 

beri.putto Soon after thisTholomseus, the notorious leader 
dcat * ofabandofrobbers,whohadcommittedravagesin 

Iduma^a and Arabia, was brought to him in chains, 
and fentenced to death ; nor was any thing wanting 
on the part of Fadus to clear the country of thefc 
plunderers. He fent after this to the priefts and ru- 
lers of Jerufalem, and fhewed them Csefar's man- 
date, requiring that the veftments peculiarly be- 
longing to the high-prieft fhouldbe dcpofitcd in the 
caftle of Antonia, and there remain in the cuftody 
of the Romans, as they had done in former times. 
The Jews durft not difpute the commands of the 
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emperor, and therefore chofc to make refpedtful 
application to Fadus and Longinus (who had his 
troops about him by way of fecurity ) for permiflion 
to move Claudius upon that point, and refpite the 
proceeding till they might receive the emperor's' 
anfwer. This requeft was granted, upon condi- 
tion of delivering up their fons for hoftages in the 
mean time, to which they readily agreed, and the 
deputies proceeded on their embafly. 

Agrippa, being then in Rome at the court of Cae- Agnppa 
far, and having timely notice of their arrival and ggjj 
bufinefs, petitioned Ccefar in behalf of the Jews, 
that the facred veftments might remain in their own 
pofleflion, and that he would vouchfafe to fignify 
his pleafure to Fadus by an order to that purpofe. 
Claudius, upon this, fent for the deputies into his 
prefence, and havingtold them that he had granted 
their requeft, and called upon them to thank 
Agrippa for his interpofition in their behalf, gave 
them the following letter. 

cc Claudius Csefar Germanicus, tribune of the 
" people, the fifth time conlul eledt, the fourth 
cc time emperor, and the father of his country 
" the tenth time, to the fenate, the people of 
u Jerufalem, and the whole nation of the Jews, 
<c greeting: 

<c Whereas we are given to underftand by our ci«^ 
a dearly beloved Agrippa, whom we have trained ^c. 
cc up as tender as our own child, that you have 
" fent us your deputies (which deputies he hath alfo 
<c prefented to us) with acknowledgment of our 
a conftant cares for the good of your people, and 
* c like wife with your earneft defire of having the 
" pontifical robes and ornaments in your owncuf- 
" tody ; we do freely grant ye your requeft, in fuch 
4C manner as was formerly allowed you in the days 
" of that excellent perfon Vitellius, our very dear 
" friend. And be it further known unto you* that 
" we have defcended to thefe conceflions,partly out 
" of a motive of piety, it feeming unto us a rea- 
u fonable' thing for all men freely to enjoy the reli- 
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ion of their country, and partly to gratify king 
<* jfrcrodand the young Arlffobulus, wiiofc friend- 
41 fliip we have a great value for, upon the ccr- 
" tain knowledge of thcfriendfliip they both have 
«' for us/' 



We 



" Geron ; Tryphon, the fon of Theudion j Doro- 
" theus, the fon of Nathanael ; and John, th* fnn 
" of John. Dated the 4th of the calends • 



fjuly 



figned by Providence as a blefling to mankind. The 
voice ftartled him ; and when he awoke, he related 
the circumftance to his queen. The child, at the 
birth, proved to be a male ; and the father gavehim 
the name of Izates. He had another fon by the 
fame princefs, whom he called after his own name, 
as well as feveral children by other wives j but his 
affedion concentered in Izates. 

iC d£ y ^ This partial preference in the king, excited the 

tan J ca l° u fy an d envy of the reft of the brothers. The 
c ' king at firft took no notice of it, hoping that, 
through his own prudent conduct, thefe paflions, 
by degrees, would fubfide ; but finding them, on 
the contrary, rather increale, he thought it expe- 
dient, by way of fecurity, to remove Izates from 
the palace, and indeed the kingdom. He therefore 
difpatchedhim, witha particular recommendation, 
and fumptuous prefents, to Abennerigus, at the fort 
riasa. 0 ^ Spafinus, who e fteemed him fo highly, that he 
to. gave him his daughter Samachas in marriage, with 
a very extenfive portion of land as her dowry. 

Monobafus being advanced in years, and appre- 
hending the approach of his diflblution, had a great 
defire to fee his darling fon, and therefore fent for 
him to that purpofe. Upon his arrival he embraced 
him with the tendered affection, andbeftowed up- 
lloir on him the province of Czeron, a fpot famous for 
*P W - aromatic plants ; and particularly for the remains 
leoia. °f Noah's ark that efcaped the deluge, and were 
there expofed to view. Izates took up his refidence 



Herod, brother of the deccafed Agrippa, and 
prince of Chalcis, petitioned Claudius Casfar for 
the charge of the temple and holy treafure, with 
the privilege of appointing the high-prieft. AH 
this was granted him, and the power continued in 
the family till the end of the Jewifli war. This 
prince removed Canthara from the pontificate, and 
appointed Jofeph, the fon of Canseus, to fucceed 

him. 

CHAP. II. 

Helen, queen of Adiabena, and her fon Izates, em- 
brace the Jewijb religion. Zeal of Izates for their 
rites and ceremonies. Eleazar, a profejfor of the Mo- 
fate law, enforces the necejftty of circumcifton. The 
king Izates is convinced, and complies with it. A 
dreadful famine in Jerufalem\ Liberal contributi- 
ons of the queen and Izates for the relief of the inha- 
bitants. Con/piracy againfl Artabanus^ king of Par- 
t/tia. Izates interpofes in his behalf. Gratitude of 
Artabanus. His death. Vardanes, his [on and fuc- 
ceffor, preffes Izates to a war with the Romans. 
Makes war upon Izates, is cut off by his own people, 
and the government transferred to his brother. Izates 
detefts a confpiracy and purifies the leaders. Izates 
involved in various difputes. His Jingular modejly, 
pitty, and humility. Death of Izates, and fubmijfion 
of Monobafus. Death of Helen, who, with her fon, 
is interred at Jerufalem. Puvifbment of Theredas, 
a falje prophet. 

ABOUT this time Helen, queen of Adiabena, 
ana and Izates, her fon, embraced the Jewifli re- 
tcsbc- ligion upon the following occafion. Monobafus, 
JcW5, king of Adiabena, became enamoured of his fitter, 
and took her to wife. As he was repofing one night 
in the term of her pregnancy, he fancied he heard a 
voice admonifhing him to be cautious, left, by any 
prelTure, he might hurt the infant, which was de- 



on the very day of the king'* deceafe, queen Hcictt 
called her great officers of flare and commander* 
together, and thus addrcllcd them : " I need not 
44 inform you that the lato-king, my hnfband, dc- 
4 4 figned Izates for his fucccflbr, as elteeming him of 
44 all his fons mpft worthy of that honour. How- 
61 ever, I wait your determination, as the happinefs 
44 of a prince depends not on the approbation of an 
ic individual, but the fuffrages of the people in ge- 
c< neral. " This courteous addrefs was delivered tp 
found their opinion. It-hada very good efFe£t ; for 
the council had no fooner heard of it, than, with 
the profoqpdeft reverence, according to the cus- 
tom of the country, they declared themfelves una- 
nimoufly difpofed to advance Izates to the throne, 
being fully fatisfied that it was agreeable to his 
father that it fhould be fo, as the perfon of his fa- 
mily he accounted beft qualified for that dignity. 
They aflured her that the people were in his inter- 
eft ; and that themfelves were not only ready to i 2 ateide- 
acknowledge him for their fovereign, but, in cafe J*jjjJ* ftie " 
of any danger from the pretenfions of brothers, to 
obviate fuch obftacles, and pave him a fafe and 
ealy paflage to the throne. • 

The queen moft gratefully acknowledged this 
zeal and afFe&ion ; but could by no means confent 
to the efiufion of any blood, till Izates fhould be 
confiilted upon that point. When the council 
found the queen thus difpofed, they urged, how- 
ever, that, for the better fecurity of the new king, 
they might be kept in fafe cuftody, and fome other 
perfbns, that the queen fhould beft approve of, en- 
trufted with the adminiftration in his ab fence. The 
queen approved thepropofal, and made choice °? ^l^obacll 
Monobafus, the elder brother, for the viceroy, fet appointed 

the crown upon his head, gave him his father's viccr °y' 
fignet, and committed the care of the government 
into his hands, till his brother fhould come to take 
ithimfelf. Izates did not long delay after he heard 
of his father's death, and immediately on his arri- 
val Monobafus refigned his charge. 

While Izates refide^ at the fort of Spafinus, a 
certain Jewifli merchant, by name Ananias, having 
introduced himfelf to fome of the female attend- 
ants belonging to the court, inftrudred them in the 
knowledge of the true God, and the rites and cus- 
toms of the Jewifli religion. By thefe means he be- 
came acquainted with Izates, whom he converted 
to the fame religion, and attended in his journey to 
Adiabena, whither his father fent to fee him a fhort 
time before his death. Queen Helen was alfb con-izn 
verted to our profeflion by another Jew. Izates, JjJ^^fi 
upon his return to Adiabena, was much concerned xciigioa. 
to find his brothers, and others of his kindred, pri- 
foners there. His confeience recoiled at the idea of He!cu. lCCA 
either putting them to death, or keeping them in 
chains. On the other hand he thought it might be 
dangerous to fet them at liberty under provocation 
to revenge : fo % that he prudently fteered a middle iz««rends 
courie, and lent them aw,ay for holtages ; part, thrcnto 
with their children, to Rome, to Claudius Ca^far ; ^j™*^ 
others to Artabanus, king of Partiiia. banus. 

When Izates began to find how highly his mo- 
ther approved of* the JeAvifh mode of worflup, he 
thought it an incumbent duty to make public pro- 
feflion of his religion ; and fuppofing he could not 
be in reality a Jew, without undergoing the form of 
circumcifion, determined to perfect the work, by ini- . 
tiating himielr with that ceremony. His mother 0 t* being 
endeavoured to divert him from it, apprehending ™rcum- 
that it would be attended with dangerous confe- c e * 
quences. To this end fhefuggefted to him, "that 
u his fubje&s would renounce their allegiance, if 
u they heard that their king had embraced another 
" religion, and that they would never endure a Jew He!sdif- 
" upon the throne." This difTuafive fufpended the faaded* 
execution of his purpofe ; and, in the mean time, he trom,t# 
advifed upon the point with Ananias, who aflured 
him he entirely coincided in opinion with his mo- * 
ther, and threatened to leave him if he perfifted in 
his refolution. Ananias very pertinently obferved, 
" that, if the matter fhould become public, he hi m- 
iC felf would be the greateft fufferer, as the author 
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" and public enemy : bcfitira, that religion being 
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" an art of the heart, Ood might he worfhipped hi 
" Jiuccrity and truth, without the external ceremony 
u of circtimcilioii, upon principles of obedience to 
44 the precepts of Moles } and that God would dif- 
4t penfc with the orniflion of the operation, when 
44 the peace and fafety of his dominions would be 
14 endangered by the obfervance of it." This per- 
fuafivc mode of argument prevailed with the king 
accordingto the defire of his mother. 

9 

But the king fbon wavering in his opinion, it 
happened in a lliort time, that there c^mc a Jew 
out of Galilee, whofe name was Elcazar, a man 
verfed in the Mofaic laws. This Elcazar being in- 
troduced to Izates, as he was reading in the penta- 
teuch, thus add relied him : 4t You do not confuler, 
44 O king, how great an injury you do to the law, 
44 and how heinous an offence you offer to God, in 
44 knowing his will without obeying it. How long 
44 will you continue in a ftate of " uncircumcifion : 
44 If you have not yet met with the lav/ that requires 
ct it, read on, that you may be convinced of th 
44 enormity of your crime in the orniflion of it. 
This addrefs of Eleazar wrought fo powerfully on 
the king, that he immediately retired to a drawing- 
s room, and underwent the operation. He then fent 
for, and gave information of the tranfadtion, to his 
mother and Ananias, who difcovered the greateil 
aftonifhrnent and apprehenfion, left the difcovery 
fhould hazard the lots of his kingdom, or his fub- 
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jeets wouldnot endure a prince of another religion ; 
and alfo left themfelves fhould be fubjeet to dan- 
ger, or be the fuppo fed abetters of the innovation. 
ISut Providence mercifully interpofed in their be- 
half, by delivering Izates out of great perplexities, 
and, indeed, defperate extremities, in order to dc- 
monftratc that piety and virtue fhall never go un- 
rewarded, and that the great difpofer of all events 
will never forfake thole who put themfelves under 
his care and protection. 

When queen Helen had the happinefs of feeing 
her fon fettled in the peaceable polleflion of his 
crown, and finding he had acquired the reputation, 
both at home and abroad, of a prince highly 
voured of God and man, fhe was much inclined to 
vifit the city of Jerufalem, in order to worfhip and 
. facrifice in that temple, which was fo famous all 
over the world. Her fon mod cordially gave his 
confent,fumifhedher amply with money and every 
other ncceflary for her voyage, and conducted her 
Tome days upon her way. 

She arrived at Jerufalem in an happy hour for 
the citizens, as fo dreadful a famine prevailed at 
that time, that multitudes were perifhing for want 
of bread. Their diftrefs was no fooner made known 
to this benevolent princefs, than fhe fentfeveral of 
her train, fometo one place, and fome to another, 
tofearchfor relief; infomuch that, in a fhorttime, 
great quantities of wheat were brought from Alex- 
andria, and dried figs from Cyprus, which fhe im- 
mediately caufed to be diftributed among thepoor, 
and thereby acquired immortalhonour throughout 
our nation. Her fon Izates likewifc, on receiving 
intelligence of the famine, fent great benefactions 
in money, to the rulers of Jerufalem, for the nfe 
of their poor: but a detail of thefe royal bounties 
will be more properly introduced in another place. 

a confyi- Artabanus, king of Par thia, perceiving that acorn- 

Arwbfnu" 11 ^ netl P art y of powerful and factious nobility had 
who t.«ke- formed a plot againft him, determined to apply to 
refuge wuh i za tesfor his advice, afll (lance, and protection, in his 

then embarrafled fituation. Accordingly, having 
collected about a thoufand of his kindred and fer- 
vants, he proceeded, and met Izates by the way. 
He had no perfonal knowledge of him, but ima- 
gined him to be the prince to whom he was repair- 
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ing*, by the magnificence of his retinue. On advanc- 
ing near, he faulted him with reverential awe, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the country, and then 
made known his circumftances in words to this ef- 
fect : 44 Behold, great prince, your humble fuppli- 
44 cant, nor defpife the object of your generous 
u companion. It has been my fortune to be caft 
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down from the throne of iruijcdy to a private and 
obfciirc flatc, which has compelled tnc to have 
rccoflrfc to your benevolence for fuccour. Of 
this I cannot defpair from a prince To well ac- 
quainted with the viciUiiudcs of human affairs 
and confeious that my cafe may be your own, as 
your pre fen t degree of elevation 13 as mine for- 
c * mcrly was. I might obferve, that it tends to 
C4 the common intercft of princes to aid each other, 
44 as the fuccefs of one rebellion becomes a precc- 
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44 dent for another, by emboldcningdifaftected fub- 
44 jedts," Thefe words were accompanied with 
tears, and a dejected countenance. 

Izates, b5' this time, perceived his petitioner wagea^ 
nolefsthan Artabanus, king of Par thia j fo thatdif-£ rorD fc» 
mounting, he requeftedhim to collect his fcattered aaw? 24 " 
fpirits, and confole himfelf with this affurance,that 
the malady was not paft relief, and that Providence 
would put a fpeedy end to his diftrefs. He added, 
that he fhould find in him a more effectual afliftant 
than he could poffibly have expected, as it was his 
determined refolution to fee him reflored to his 
crown, or give up his own. After faying thefe 7 ?**K* 
words, Izates fet Artabanus on his own horfe, andgranft 
walked on foot by his fide, in honour of a king he 
owned to be greater than himfelf. But Artabanus 
blufhed at the compliment, and fwore by all the 
hopes he had of recovering his digni ty and fortune, 
that he would difmount, unlefs the other would take 
an horfe and go before him. Izates, in compliance 
with his refolution, ordered another horfe, and con- 
ducted him to hispalace, with all the deference and 
honour one prince could pay to another. He gave 
him the precedence in all places private and public, 
refpectinghis former glory and dignity, without the > 
leaft degradation from his change of for tune ; wifely 
confidering it as the common lot of mortals to be 
exalted one day, and deje&ed another. * 
His mind being intent on rendering the promifed . , 
Cervices to Artabanus, Izates wrote a preffing letter JjJJJ^ 
to the Parthians to receive their kins; again, en^ag-Mito*. 

mg his honour for their indemnity, and alluring ftgagu. 
them, that all paft injuries fhould be forgiven and 
forgotten. The Parthians didnot abfolutelyrefufe, 
but pleaded, by wayofexcufe, that they had trans- 
ferred the crown to Cinnamus, and thereby pre- 5, 
vented themfelves from receiving A rtabanus again; 
adding, that the very attempt of ftich a revocation 
would lay the foundation of an intcltine commo- 
tion. Cinnamus, being of a generous and grate- 
ful difpolltion, and having been educated under 
the immediate care and infpection of Artabanus, 
informed him in a letter, that if lie would return, 
he would himfelf be anfwerable for his reception 
and fecurity. 
turned. 



Artabanus, upon this allurance, re- 



Ciunamus met him on the way, paid him Cuuusw, 
reverence in form, faluted him in the ftileof king,jjjg^ 
took the crown from off his own head, and placed it reftoimke 

upon the head of Artabanus. This was the man-^fj^ 
ner in which he was reflored to the kingdom, Gww^ 
through the means of Izates, after he had beenex-£ Ua 
pelled from it by a faction of his own people. Ar- 
tabanus expreffed his gratitude to his benefactor, 
by a return of all honourable duty and refpect. 
He gave him the privilege of wearing the Tiara 
upright, and to fleepupona golden bed, which arc 
marks of honour peculiar to the king of Partbia. 
He beftowed upon him the country or Nilibis, for- 
merly belonging to the king of Armenia, a large 
and fruitful territory, and famous for the ancient 
city of Antioch, afterwards called Mygdonia, that 
the Macedonians had erected there. T&efe were 
the acknowledgments which Izates received from 
Artabanus, in confideration of the good offices he 
had rendered him. 

Artabanus <lying foon after, appointed his fon v ar Jin« 

Vardanes to fuccced him in his kingdom, who im- J^anafc 
mediately tampered with Izates to draw him intoa&piefa 
war with the Romans. But Izates was too well ac- ^"J^ : 
quainted with the ItrenPlh and conduct of thofe tM°* 
people to be drawn into a league aganilt io powerful 
an enemy .Befides,having five fons trained upamong 
them, to learn their language and difcipline, hehad 
fome tie of honour upon him, as well as difcretion, 
to reject fuch a propofal. Ashe was himfelf con-- 
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viflcctl of the impropriety of this undertaking he If parts Adiabcnafrom Media* Izates encarttpingul- 
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endeavoured to divert Vardanesfrom it, by repre- 
senting the extraordinary ftrcngth and prowefsof 
the Roman.*. But fb far was the Parthian from 
bein" difcouraged by the pomp of words, that he 
made war immediately upon Izates. Providence, 
however, fo ordered matters for the humbling his 
vanity, that lie was convinced of the advantages 
he would hence derive from giving up the enter- 
prize. When tire Parthians found Vardanes bent 
upon a War with the Romans, they took their op- 
portunity to cut him off, and committed the go- 
vernment to his brother Gatarza, who was after 
taken off by treachery too, and his brother Volo- 
orefes fucceeded him. He divided the government 
between his two brothers by the father's fide, 
pacorus, the elder, had Media ; and Tiridates, the 
MoaobAfos younger, had Armenia. 

SpuVa ia Monobafus, the brother of the king, obferving, 

his exemplary piety and virtue, the blelfings that at- 
tended his general conduct, and the universal eft eem 
he acquired thereby, became defirous of renounc- 
ing the religion of their country, and embracing 
that of the Jews. When this was made known to 
the grandees of the kingdom, they were not a little 
difplcafed, but ftified their rcfentment till aproper 
femptttiro opportunity for {hewing it. To this end they wrote 
make war to Abias, king of Arabia, and tempted him, with 

X$. laro-e promises of money, to make war upon their 

prince, with a folemn aflurance that, upon the very 
firft encounter, they would defert him, becaufe 
they were determined to punifh him for having 
abandoned the religion of his country. They en- 
tered into a league with the Arabian king, and 
preffed him to profecutc the defign without delay. 
Abias complied with their defire and forthwith 
inarched wich a confiderable army againft Izates. 
izarcsis ^ t t he fir ft onfet, before they came to a clofe en- 
^tfoy^o-agement, the army of Izates, according to for- 
mer aflurance, deferted the field as in a panic of 
confternation, without fo much as ftriking an ef- 
fective blow. Izates, by this time, found himfelf 
evidently betrayed, but retreated without diforder 
to his camp, where, upon ftrift enquirry into the 
caufc of this defertion, he difcovered it to be a ma- 
nifeft treafon betwixt his people and the enemy, 
detected fome of the confpirators, and punifhed 
them according to their deferts. The da^y follow- 
ing he went in purfuit of Abias, routed him, made 
a great flaughter of part of his army, put the reft 
to flight, and drove their king to the caftle of 
Arfanus, which he took by ftorm, rifled, and carri- 
ed off vaft booty, and returned in triumph to Adi- 
abena. Abias,findinghimfelfencompafledonevery 

fide, fell by his own fword. 
The grandees of Adiabena, however, though they 

failed in their firft attempt, and were now at the 

mercy of the king, would not defift j but in a fup- 

plicatory letter to Vologcfes, then king of Parthia, 

rcquefted him to take the m under his protection, rid 

them of Izates, and appoint fome potentate of his 

own nation to rule over them ; obferving, that their 

king had incurred an universal odium, by apofta- 

tizingfrom the religion of his country. 

The Parthian king, upon this application, com- 

voio°ef« menced hoftilities againft Izates, without any co- 

^p«opic of all the honours and privileges which his father 

JwwftS 1 ^ 3 ^ con f erre d upon him, together with a menace of 
weiwith immediate war, if he dared to difpute his plea- 
oftiihici. f ure# This at firft alarmed Izates, who deemed it 

reproachful tobe terrified into arefignation of thofe 
privileges he fo honourably poflefled and deferved. 
Perfuaded that fnbmiflion to the Partjrian would 
avail himnothin <r he came to a determinate refolu- 
tion of committing his caufe to Providence, and, in 
full dependance on the Divine aid, of fctting life, 
honour, and fortune, upon the iffue of a battle. 
Thus refolved, he fecured his wives and children 
tejpre.* n a ft r °ng caftle, laid up ftores of corn in his ma- 
cifora gazine, burnt and deftroyed all the forage about, 
him, and put himfelf in a pofture toreceive the ene- 
my . The king of Parthia had raifed a formidable 
army of horfe and foot, with great expedition, 
* a&d pitched his camp upon the bank of a river that 
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fo not far from thence witJi a body of fix thoufand 
horfe, Vologefcs gave him toundcrftand by a me£ c 
lender, that he was now advancing againft him ih« iMr- 
with the whole force of the empire, from Badfria thunkl "&> 
to Euphrates, to chaftifc him for his ingratitude to 
his mafter, impioufly obferving, that the god whom 
he adored could not deliver him out of his hands. M oJcftam* 
Izates replied to the meflengcr, that he was fenfi- My 
ble of the fuperiority of the kingof Parthia in point ° " u " 
of numbers, and as fenfiblc that he was under the 
protection of an omnipotent God, who was infi- 
nitely above all the controul of human power. 
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gcr, and proftrating himfelf, with his wives and 
children, in a fuppliai\t pofture, thus offered up his 
prayer to the Father of mercies to this effect : 

" Great God, and Governor of the univerfe* ;f 
" whom none of thy creatures ever ferved in vain, Hi, P ra y cx - 
4< vouchfafein mercy to look down upon thy fer- 
" vant,\yhohathnow wholly caft himfelf upon thy 
" Almighty power and infinite goodnefs. Deliver 
44 him out of the hands of his enemies, reprefs their 
" prefumptuous boldnefs, for the vindication of 
44 thine own honour, and avenge thyfelf upon 
4 * them, for their blafphcmous defiance of thine 
c< omnipotence. " 

* ■ 

The prayer and humiliation of this pious prince 
appeared fo effectual, that, upon intelligence, the 
very faroenight, of the Dahas and Sacoe (peopleof 
Scythia) falling into Parthia with a ftrong army, voiogcfci 
Vologcfes drew off his forces, without carrying: his re . li 5 cs 

• . i • « t. without 

menaces into execution, which was an indication excuuin 
of the interpolation of Divine Providence in favour hi n mr r° 
of Izates. 

This piousprince died foon after, in the fifty-fifth Izates dies, 

year of his age, and twenty-fourth of his reign. ^c d e/ U b>- 
He left four fons behind him, but appointed his his br©- 
brother Monobafus for his fucccflbr, as a due ac- 
knowledgment of the integrity of his conduct, in 
delivering up the crown which he held in triift, in 
the abfence of Izates, upon the death of their fa- 
ther. Queen Helen, the mother could not but be 
greatly affli&ed for thelofs of fo dear and dutiful a 
fon, but it was fome alleviation to her grief, to find 
that the elder brother fucceeded to the govern-' 
ment. She therefore immediately repaired to him Deathof 
at Adiabena, but did not long fur vi ve lier favourite queen ° 
fbn Izates. Monobafus fent the bones of his bro- Hclcn - 
ther and mother away to Jerufalem, to be depofi- 
ted in the pyramids which fhe had built there. 
They were three in number, and about three fur- 
longs diftant from the city. Thehiftory of Mono- 
bafus will be given in another place. 

While Fadus was governor of Judzea, there was xbereda* 
a certain magician, called Theredas, who, by his wTJthl 
arts, wrought the common people into a belief, that jgj* ° f 
if they would follow him to the river Jordan, and a U5 " 
take their effedls along with them, he would but 
give the word, and the waters fhould divide, and af- 
ford them an eafypaflage over it onfoot. Thisim- 
poftor drew after him a numerous train of follow- 
ers ; but they fuffered for their prefumption and 
^ folly ; for Fadus, fending a troop of hdrfe among 

His firft ftep waVa rVvocation II them, before they were avvare, many of them were 

{lain, and many taken alive, and among the reft Hexi an- 

their deluder Theredas, whofe head was carried as ^talt? 
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Tiberius Alexander Jucceeds Cufpus Fadus in the go- 
vernment of Judaea , A gri&if&mine in that province. 
Crucifixion of James and Simon. <Cy renins taxes Ga- 
lilee. Cum amis fucceeds Tiberius Alexander. Death 
of Herod) brother of Agrippa. Claudius transfers 
the government to hisyoungefi fon, Agrippa. 

FADUS was fucceeded in the government of Tiberius 
Judaea by Tiberius Alexander, fon of Alex-^ c ^ c r r 
ander of Alexandria^ a much more rcfpe&able *>fjud«a 
character than his fon, who renounced the religion a m ' w 
aD 
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of hi* country. Under thefc procurators, the 
great famine happened in Judaxi as before men- 
tioned, when the benevolent and humane queen 
Helen procured relief for the diftrcflcd out of K- 
gypt at immenfe charge. It was at the fame time 
alio, that Alexander caufed to be crucified Jamcrf 
and Simon, the fons of Judas of Galilee, who, 
while Cyrenius was taxing Galilee, wasinciting the 
Jews to revolt from the Romans. Herod, king of 
Chalcis, removed Jofcph, theforr of Gamy das, from 
the office of high-pricft, and appointed Ananias, 
the fon of Ncbodasus, to the fucceffion. Cumanus 
fucceeded Tiberius. At the fame time Herod, bro- 
ther of Agrippa the Great, departed thislife, in the 
eighth year of the reign of Claudius Caefar, leaving 
behind him three fons, Ariftobulus, whom lie had 
by a former wife, and Bernixrianus and Hyrcanus, 
whom he had by Berenice, his brother's daughter ; 
but Claudius conferred the Government upon 
Agrippa the younger. 



CHAP. IV. 

' tumult between the foldiery and populace, upon the 
fcajl of the paffover, is productive of the moft fatal 
conferences. The books of Mo fet found among ft the 
plunder, and deftroyed by a foldier. The multitude 



ly to Cumanus for jufl 
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tflitts condign 



WHILE Cumanus ruled in Judasa, a tumult 
happened at Jerufalem upon the following 
occafion, which proved fatal to many thoufimds of 
the inhabitants. The feftival of the paflbver, or 
unleavened bread, now approaching, vaft multi- 
tudes of people repaired to Jerufalem to be pre- 
fentat that iblemnity. Cumanus, the governor, 
thought it expedient, for fear of any difturbance, 



contempt of what they held nioft facrcd was no 
fooncr made known to the Jews, than they a (Tern- 
hlcdiu great number, preferred their complaint to 
Cumanus, who was then at Cefarea, and defired 
him to do them right on the rioter, not as guilty of 
a private injury, but an heinous offence to the ma* 
jefty of heaven. The governor durft not deny 
them juftice, leaft a popular revolt (hould enfuejThc 0 ^ 
fothat, after confulting his friends, he ordered the 
criminal's head to be ftruck off for the violation of 
the law, and by that means put a flop to the pro- 
grefs of the tumult. 



CHAP. V. 



A dijfention between the Jews and the Samarians. The 
Jews chufe Eleazar for their leader. Cumanus puts 
the mutineers to the rout. Arts ufed to pacify the mul- 
titude. The Samarians call upon the governor for 
jullice on the Jews, who had Jacked their villages. 
Several Jews put to death. Ananias and Ananusfent 
bound to Rome. Claudius hears the caufe between the 
Samarians and Jews. The former are condemned to 
die. Cumanus banijbed, and Celer, the tribune, drag- 
ged to death in the ftreets. Claudius Felix fent gover-, 
nor in Judaea. Does great honour to Agrippa.. Agrip- 
pa and his wife burned under mount Pefuvius* Be- 
renice fuJpetJed of inceft. Death of Claudius Caefar, 
who isfufpebled to have been taken off by poifon. Nero 
proclaimed emperor of Rome. Poifons Britannicus, 
and caufes his own mother and Otlavia to be put to 
death. Confers the government of the Leffer Armenia 
on Ariftobulus, and that part of Galilee upon 
Agrippa. 
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\ FTER this tumult a diflention arofe between 
ii the Samarians and the Jews \ipon the follow- 
ing occafion. It being ufual for the Galileans tothejwi 



pie, fufficient to fupprefs a tumult, if occafion travel by the way of Samaria to Jerufalem, upon 
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•might require it, as had frequently been done by 
his predeceffors. Upon the fourth day of the fes- 
tival, a foldier expofed himfelf naked to the peo- 
ple ; an act at once fo indecent and infolent, that 
they excluimed moft outrageoufly againft it; not fo 
much as an affront put upon them, as an indignity 
offered to God himfelf, to whofe honour this feaft 
was dedicated. Some of them reproachedCumanus, 
as if the foldier would not have had the hardinefs to 
behave in this manner without his encouragement. 
Cumanus, though incenfed at fo foul an imputation, 
fupprefled his refentment, and defired them, in 
fair words, to avoid any in franc e of behaviour that 
might, look like fedition. But he foon found that 
gentle means would have no effeft, as they tended 
to increafe rather than fupprefs the outrage. He 
therefore commanded the whole army, compleatly 
accoutered, into the caftle of Antonia, which, as 
before obferved, overlooked the temple. The 
common people were fo alarmed at the approach of 
the foldiery, that they betook themfelves to flight 
with the utmoft precipitation, and preffing on e upon 
another, through fever al narrow avenues, many of 
them were thrown down and trodden under foot, 
infomuch that twenty thoufand pcrfons perifhed 
upon the occafion ; a circumftance that turned that 
day of feftival into a day of mourning, in which 
outcries and lamentations univerfally prevailed. 

This calamity was attended by another equally 
fatal ; for fome of thofe, who had efcaped the pref- 
fure of the croud, and advanced an hundred fur- 
longs from the town, meeting with a domeftic of 
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the emperor's on the high way, whofe name was Ste- 
phanus, they affaulted and robbed him of all he 
had. Cumanus receivingintelligenceof this out- 
rage, difpatched aband of foldiers to the fpot where 
it was committed withorderstorifle alltheadjacent 
villages, and bring away fome of the principle in- 
habitants prifoners. In the midftof thepillage, one 
of the foldiers feized upon the books of Mofes a- 
mongft the other plunder, and prefenting them to 
the populace, inveighed both againft them and the 
whole nation of the Jews in the moft approbrious 
termsjand then tore them to pieces. This flagrant 



the celebration of their feftivals, they happened to 
pafs by a village called Nais, under the jurifdi&ion 
of Samaria, and fituated on the great plain, where, 
a difpute arofe between the pallengers and the vil- 
lagers, and feveral of the Galileans were flain. Some Tfcejen 
of the chiefs refented this matter fo highly, that ^ 
they animated the Jews to take up arms, and aflcrt 
their liberties at the point of the fword. Slavery, 
they obferved, was, at beft, bafe and difgraceful, 
but when accompanied with arbitrary juftice, into- 
lerable. The magi ft rates did all in their power to f 
appeafe them, and undertook for Cumanus, that ' 
he fhould do them fatisfadtion upon the abettors of 
the tumult. But the multitude were deaf to all 
terms of pacification, were rcfolutely bent upon Onfr 
having recourfe to arms, and made choice o'fElea-g^ 
zar, the fon of Danseus, to head them. This Elea- leader, 
zar was a mountaineer, and one that made it hi? 
profeflfion to live upon the fpoil of ravaging up 
and down in Samaria with fire and fword. Cuma- 
nus, having intelligence of the prefent fituationbf 
affairs, drew out fome fquadrons of borfefrom Se- 
baftc, and four companies of foot, with a body of ^? 
the Samarians in arms,* advanced upon the Jews,j«nwiht 
flew many of them, and took more prifoners. Thc. wW ' 
moft eminent perfons in Jerufalem, finding things 
in this hopelcfs and forlorn fituation, betook them- 
felves to prayer and humiliation in fackcloth and ' 



afhes, for the averting of thofe dreadful judgments 
they feared were impending ; not omitting, at the 
fame time, fuch popular arts and arguments, as ap- . 
peared moft conducive to bring the multitude to . 
foberreafon. They fet before them the defolation MwBIC& a 
of their country, the demolition of their temple, topjetfr 
the enflavina: their wives and children to prophane if""*, 
nations ; and mtreated them, upon the whole, as . 
they loved their country, their lives, liberties, fa- 
milies, laws, and religion, to adopt more mode- 
rate counfels in future, return to their own habi-. 
tations, and peaceably lay down their arms. This 
reprefentation fo far prevailed, that the common 
people difperfed, and the tumult fubfided ; but. 
the free-booters betook themfelves to their lurk-, 
ing places, fo that Judasa was expofed to continual , 
ravages. 
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The heads* of Samaria now wgnt in a body toNu- 
iclius Ouadratus, governor of Syria, who was at 




gaff? 



the encroachment on the fovcreign authority of 
Home which had fingly and folely the cognizance 
of cafes of that nature. They observed, that they 
committed lawlefs depredations, and ulurped a 
vioht of judgment, thereby fctting the Roman 1c- 
ffHiature at open defiance. 

" r y]-j e Jews, on the other hand, affirmed that the 
Hcyx s a nianans were the authors of this tumult, and of 
te* uu:i ' C ourfe the difafters which cnfucd. They laid the 

main ftrcfsof the charge upon Cumanus, who, they 
faid, had been bribed into connivance at a molt 
notorious murder. Quadratus,havingattcndedio 
the allegations on both fides, adjourned the hear- 
\ihy afluring the parties, that he would go himfelf 
into Judreaiand,uponaperfedtinveftigationof the 
\vhofe matter, pafs judgment accordingly; fo that 
they were difiuifled for the prefent. Quadratus 
went foon after this into Samaria, where, upon 
ifce&BB*- hearing the caufe, he concluded that the Samarians 
iijni found wcre guilty of the riot.- He was likewife informed 

that many of the Jews had been acccflary to com- 
motions, and therefore caufed fevefal prifoners, 
whom Cumanus bad taken into cuftody, to be put 
to death. From thence he went to Lydda, a place 
of confiderable extent, where lie heard the Sama- 
p 6 ro«amirian caufe a iefond time, and underftandihg that 
0cbe» nut one Dortus, an eminent Jew, with four more of his 
ZriTL own tribe, had incited the populace to an infurrec- 
r;Da * tion,hepafledfentence of death upon them all. But 

Ananias thehigh-pricft, and Ananus, the principal 
officer, were fent bound to Rome, to anfwer for 
themfei ves before Cdefar . He likewife orderedinto 
Italy the principal men both of the Samarians and 
the Jews, withGumanus, thegovernor, and Celer, 
the tribune, that the emperor might hear and de- 
termine upon the caufe depending ; but returned 
himfelf to Jerufalem, left new tumults might re- 
quire the exertion of his authority. Firidinghow- 
ever every thing in a. peaceable ftate, and the Jews 
wholly intent upon the celebration of one of their 
ufual feftivals,he would not interrupt them in the 
cxercifc of their profeffiori, and fo went back to 
Antioeh. 

When Cumanus and the Samarians arrived at 
a gtwt Rome, they were ordered to appear at the time and 

Opteftbe- 

■tcn the 

Jem and 
Samarians. 



Agrippa in 

wefts him 
lelfin be- 
halt of the 
]cwj. 



The Saroa- 
rians found 
guilty, and 
wntence 
piled. 



Felix made 
governor 
ofJuJ*a. 



Bounty of 

Claudius to 
A g%a. 



DraGlla, 
fitter of 

Juried to 
faun, a 
"wcon. 



place appointed for the trial, and having made very 
powerful in t ere ft beforehand, would mo ft probably 
have carried the caufe,*-had it not been for the in- 
. terpofition of Agrippa the younger, who finding the 
-Jews in danger of being overpoweredby numbers, 
importuned Agrippina, the wife of Claudius, to 
prefsherhuiband for a candid and impartial hear- 
ing, and an indifcriminate execution of juftice upon 
the authors of this encroachment on the fovereignty 
of the Roman empire. Claudius was fo prevailed 
upon by this interceflion, that he gave both fides a 
fair hearing, and finding, upon the whole, that the 
Samarians had been the authors of this tumult, 
paffedfentence of death upon thofe who came up 
to him; of exile upon Cumanus j and commanded 
Celer, the tribune, to be carried to Jerufalem, and 
dragged to execution through the ftreetsin the face 
of all the people. He then appointed Felix, the 
brother of Pallas, to the government of Judaea. 

Claudius Crefar, in the twelfth year of his reign, 
conferred upon Agrippa the tetrarchy of Philip, 
with Batanasa ; and added to it Trachon and Abila, 
which had been the tetrarchy of Lyfanias ; but he 
took Chalcis from him, after ithadbeen under his 
government four years. Agrippa, having received 
thofe bounties from Caefar, gave his filler Drufilla, 
in marriage to Aziztvs, king of Emcfa, who was 
now become a Jew. She had before been promifed 
toEpiphanes, the fon of Antiochus, on condition of 
his embracing the Jewifli religion; but, upon refu- 
sal, the match broke off. He married Mariamne, ano- 
ther of his fifters, to Archelaus, the fon of Chel- 
cnis, to whom file had been contracted fomc time be- 
fore by her father Agrippa, from which marriage 

was derived a daughter, whofe name wasBerenice. 
No. 17. 



Soon after this Drufilla and Azizus were parted 
on the following occafion* Drufilla pollcffing great CTmifcJ „, 
pcrfbnal charms, Felix, the governor of Judaea, be- dwmu. 
came paffionatcly enamoured of her. To obtain 
hisdeiire, he fent for Simon, his particular friend, 
(a Jew of Cyprus, who pretended todivination,)and 
enjoined him toufe all his art with Drufilla to de- 
tach her from her hufband, and pcrfuade her to 
marry him, with full alTurance that nothing fhould 
be wanting to compleat her happinefs. ( Drufilla, to 
avoid the envy of her .lifter Berenice, on account of 
her beauty, imprudentty acceded to the propofal, .^"^jj 
renounced her religion as well as her hufband, and pchx. 
married the Roman governor, by whom Ihe had a 
fon, called Agrippa, who, in the days of Titus 
Casfar, and in the prime of life, perifiied, with his 
wife, at a conflagration of the Mount Vefuvius. 

> 

Berenice lived in a ftate of widowhood a confider- 
able time after the death of Herod, who was both 
her hufband and her uncle, but lying under the dif- 
graceful imputation of inceftuou^ familiarity with 
her brother, in order to wipe off that ftigma^flie 
perfuaded Polemon, king of Cilicia, to embrace 
the Jewifh religion, and take her .to wife, as it 
might pals for, a confutation of the report. Pole— 
moii, lured by her fortune, camerintb the propofal 5 
but Berenice, being a woman* of a licentious difpo- 
iition, foon parted, with her hufband, as he did with 
his new religion. Mariamne alfo put away Arche- 
laus, and was married to Demetrius, the moft emi- 
nent Jew of Alexandria, as well for birth as fortune, 
and at that time alabarcha of this place, by .whoni 
file had a fon, called Agrippinus. 

Claudius Casfar, having reigned thirteen years, th of 
eight months, andtwenty days, departed this life, alUius 
not without a ftrongprefumptiori of his having been CxCitm 
poifoned by his wife Agrippina. She was thedau«h- 
terof Germanicus, the emperor's brother. Herhrft Hiswivc$ 
hufband was Domitius iEnobarbus, a man of emi- amicbiu 
nence in the city of Rome, who leaving her a wi- dxcn 
dow, fhe remained in. that ftate till Claudius took 
herto wife. She had a fon by Domitius, who was 
called by his father's name, which, upon his being 
adoptedby Claudius, waschanged forthatofNero. 
This emperor had a former wife, whofe name was 
Meflalina, by whom he had iflue, Britannicus and 
O&avia* He caufed Meflalina to be out to death, 
upon a fufpicion of jealoufy, and married Antonia, 
his elclcifc child, whom he had by Pctronia, a former 
wife, to Nero, his adopted fon. 

Agrippina being bent upon the advancement of 
his own Ton to the empire, it is reported that Ihe 
confulted the death of Claudius and the fc curing 
the fucceflion to Nero at the fame time, left Germa- 
nicus (fhould interpofe and fupplant him- She had 
fuborned Burrhus, commanding officer of the 
guards, with fome tribunes, friends, and favorites, 
to be in immediate readinefs, upon the demife of SSJS°" 
Claudius, to carry Nero into the camp, and pro- emperor, 
claim him emperor. This they no fooner did, but 
his firft exploit, after his elevation, was thepoifon- rrovesa 
ing of Britannicus, which was followed by the moft cruel 
attrocious murder of his own mother, in requital tyrant * 
for the life flie had given him, aud the empire file 
had procured him. " He put his wife O&avia to 
death, and divers perfons of the firft eminence for 
integrity and honour. But the hiftory of Nero is fo 
well known, that it is needlefs to enlarge upon the 
fubjeck. Some writers areas extravagant in their 
panegyric, as others have been in their defamation ; Ifltt- 
fothat truth, the chief excellence of an hiftorian, centres 
is totally obfeured. Nor do I much wonder at the kJSS?^ 1 
palpable contradidrions evident in the recital of the fprpanu- 
adts of Nero by different authors of his life, when prejudice, 
I confider the partiality and prejudice that are as 
evident in the hiftories of his predeceflbrs. With 
rcfpeA to myfelf, truth fliall ever be my direft aim.impartSfry 
Matters foreign and contingent fhall be palled over 
with brevity ; while particular attention fhall be 
paid to the concerns of our own nation, whichihall 
be related without the guife of exaggeration of 
our virtues, or palliation of our vices. But to re- 
turn to the fubje<ft before us. 
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A/izus, king of Kmc fa, died in the firft year of 
ih4 reign of Nero, and was fuccccdcd by bro- 
ther Soncmusi Nero gave Armenia the Lefler to 
Ariftobulus, the fon of Herod, king of Chalets. He 
alfogavcto Agrippa a part of Galilee, fubjc&ing 
Tiberais and Tanchaj to his government, with the 
addition of JtiHu* beyond Jordan, and fourteen vil- 
lages under that jurifdietion. 
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Judaea infefied with robbers and impoftors. 

feizes Eleazar, a ring-leader, and fends Aim bound 
to Rome. Jonathan^ the high-prieft, is affaffinated, 

i the contrivance of Dora, at the injiance of 
The people feduced by the wiles of magicians 
and falje prophets. Difputes between the Jews of 
Cefarea and Syria, concerning their priviledes. Felix 
turns the foldiers upon the contending parties, and 
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gives them the booty. 
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eft 



THE affairs of j:he Jews grew daily worfc and* 
worfe, as the country was infefted with rob- 
punbh«d. d bers and impoftors, who deluded the credulous 

multitude. A day fcarcety pafled in which Fell* 
did not caufe fome of them to be apprehended, and 

brought to condign puniftiment* Eleazar, the fon 
of Dinreus, a ring-leader of the party, was taken by 
Eleaur. m ftratagem. Felix gave him a folemn invitation 
wTmkcn" ^° come over to him, with aflurance of perfect fe- 
andfenc curity, which inducing Eleazar to compliance, he 

no fooner arrived, than the governor fent him in 
chains to Rome. 
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Felix conceived a mortal averfion to Jonathan, 
the bigh-prieft, becaufe he frequently gave him 
wholefome advice, concerning the regulation of 
the affairs of Judsea, to prevent the murmers of the 
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people, and enfure the approbation of thofe friends 
who had recommended him to the government. 
Felix conlidered his counfel as reproach, and there- 
fore concerted means for ridding himfelf of the 
ungrateful importunities of the high-prieft, as 
men of depraved minds cannot bear to bechaftifeel 
for their fauls. To this end he tampered, by pre- 
sents, with Dora, a citizen of Jerufalem, one of 
' Jonathan's particular friends, to fuborn a fet of 
bravoes to fall upon and affaffinate him. Dora un- 

wthc in Ci ^ erto °k anc ^ executed the commiffion. Matters 
ftance of were fo concerted, that thefe ruffians went to Jc- 
Feiix. rufalem on pretence of devotion, with daggers 

concealed under their garments, and intermixing 
with the proniifcuous multitude, took an opportu- 
nity of Itabbing the high-prieft. As thefe mis- 
creants came off with impunity, others were en- 
coruraged to perpetrate the fame maflacres, under 
the fame difguife, upon.fuch feftive occafions ; fo 
that murders were frequently committed, from 
motives of revenge, or other execrable caufes, not 
only in divers parts of the city, but in the very tem- 
ple itfelf, as if that facred fpot could fan&ify the 
fouleft of crimes. Can it then be matter of wonder, 
that, for the pra&ice and connivance of fuch abo- 
minable profanations, the Almighty, in his wrath 
and indignation, fliould deliver up his city, nay, 
his own houfe, into the hands of the Romans ; and 
that the whole nation of the Jews, with their wives 
and children, fliould be condemned to mifery and 
bondage, to bring them to a due and penitential 
fenfe of their enormous offences I 
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While plunderers and murderers were injuring 
the public in one quarter, magicians and impoftors 
were preying upon them in another, and alluring 
the multitude by thoufands, to fee the figns and 
miracles they pretended to work. But they fuf- 
fered feverely for their credulity and curiofity, 
being apprehended, and many of them put to 
death, by order of Felix. There arrived, at that 
time, out of Egypt, a certain reported prophet, 
who invited the populace, and mifled the com- 
mon people to follow him. to the top of mount 
Olivet, about five furlongs from the city, affur- 
ing them, that, when he came thither, he would 
but give command, and the walls of Jerufalem 



fliould be levelled with the ground, and open to 
them an entrance into tlic city through the ruin*. 

When Felix received intelligence of this adven- 
ture, he commanded his foldiers to take to their 
arms, fo that breaking in upon them with horfc x^,, 
and foot, they foon routed them, flew four hundred *ew«n 
on the fpot, and took two hundred alive j but the J?e£5 
Egyptian impoftor made hia efcape. Thofe who «wef* 
fled endeavoured to incite the people to a rebel- EgTpd * 
lion againft the Romans, notwithftanding their 
late defeat, by inlinuating, that their yoke was in- 
tolerable, and fliould therefore be fliaken off, and 
committed ravages upon all thofe who would not 
join them. 

There happened, at this time, another difpute 
between the Jews of Cefareaand Syria, on a claim 
to fome certain privileges. Thofe of Cefarea *? Jw? 
claimed a precedence in right of their king He-fcsjfe 1 
rod, the founder of that city. When the report of 
this conteft came to the knowledge of the neigh- 
bouring governors, they caufeel the incendiaries ou 
both fides to be apprehended, and puniflied wjth 
ftripes, in confequence of which the tumult for 
fome time fubfided. But the Jewifh citizens, de- 
pending on their wealth, reproached the Syrians 
in the moft vehement terms. The Syrians, though ? 
inferior in wealth, relying on the affiftance of the 
foldiers, returned the opprobrious language of the 
Jews ; fo that they proceeded from words to fton-tteprici 
ingone another, and many were wounded and fell |K 
on each fide ; but the Jews came off conquerors. 
When Felix found this conteft was brought to a 
kind of war, he urged the Jews to decline it; but 
when words proved ineffectual, he fent armed Tkcfeaii 

* oai arc. 



troops among them, who killed many, took more cha&kd 
prifoners, and permitted the foldiers to plunder bjfFd * 
the houfes of the opulent for their booty* The 
more re(pe£table and moderate part of the* Jews, 
dreading worfe confequences, applied to Felix, and 
intreated him to call off the foldiers, and afford 
them time to repent of their rafhnefs. Felix cojn- 
plied with their requeft. . * 

King Agrippa, at the fame time, gave the high- . 
priefthood to Ifmael, the fon of Phabeus j and the 
high priefts began to divide themfelves from the 
other priefts and the* governors of Jerufalem, each 
of them taking a guard of the boldeft and moft 
feditious partizans, infbmuch that all authority 
feemed to be fet at defiance, as if there had been 
a total vacancy of adminift ration. Such was the 
infolence of the high-priefts, that they fent their 
emiflaries up and down intb^Baras, to feize upon 
the tithes of the priefts, fo that the poorer fort of 
that holy order periflied for want of bread. Thefe 
were the dire effe&s of fa&ion. 



CHAP. VII. 



mius Fejlus being appointed to fucceed Felix, the Jews 
of Cefarea accufe him before Nero. His brother Pal- 
las obtains his pardon. Beryllus procures a mandate 
for disfranchifing the Jews. They are annoyed by 
robbers. An impoftor decoys the multitude into the 
wildernefs. Fejlus deflroys both the feducer and fol- 
lowers. Agrippa builds a magnificent palace, that 
overlooks the temple, which occafions a murmuring 
amongft the Jews. They appeal by commifjioners to 
Caejar. Jojeph appointed to the office of high.prieft. 

■ 

ELIX being removed from his government, porliai 
and Portius Feftus appointed, by the emperor, Feftuspto- 
to fucceed him, fome of the principal Jewifh inha- ^££ of 
bitants of Cefarea, went up to Rome, to accufe 
Felix, and would certainly have brought him tOFdii««- 
condign punifhment, had not Nero yielded to the 
folicitations of his brother Pallas, who at that time 
flood highly in his favour. 

There were two eminent Syrians of Gefarea,who, J^gJ, 
by a vaft fum of money, formed fo powerful an in- benefit 
tereft with Beryllus, tutor and Greek fecretary to 
Nero, that he obtained the emperor's letters man- pn 
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and abrogating all the privileges they enjoye 
within that city* which had bcenhithcrto common 
to few* and Syrians. This grant was the fource 
of all the calamities that afterwards befel our na- 
tion j for the Jews of Ccfarca, after this mandate, 
would never reft till they waged war with their 
enemies. 

When Fadus came into Judasa, he found the 
Jn country defolate,thepeople forced from their habi- 
witbtauons, their houfes expofed to fire and pillage, 
rob**", all at the mercy of a brutal clan of free-booters, 

who ravaged. up and down, in great numbers, at 
pldafure. Thelc robbers were denominated Sicarii, 
from Sica, alluding to the fhort fword they wore, 
a weapon, bending towards thepoint, and formed 
in a manner betwixt a Perfian fcymetar and the 
Roman faulchion. With thefe weapons thev did 
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great execution, by intermixing with the rtbulti- 
tude at feftivals, under colour of religion, and dif* 
patching whom they pleafed in that confufion, 
without difficulty, or danger of difcovery. 

There were in thofe days a notorious impoftor', 
who had deluded a credulous rabble into an opi- 
nion, that, if they followed him into fuch a wilder- 
nefs, they would be protected from! harm. But 

fc^afc* ^efh^ w ^ t ^ 1 a detachment of horfe and foot, de- 
te T r. * flxoyed the feducer and his befotted followers to- 
gether. 



CiESAlt, upon hearing of the death of Serins, 
fent AlbinUd tb taki tipohhirii ihe government 
of Judea ; and AgriJ>J>.i* lit the frfme time, debbfed 
Jofeph, and con _ w 

upon Ananus, the fon of Ananus. 'vAharius, the fa- 
ther, was deemed fingularly honoured, as he had 

came fucceflively into the pontificate 
after him, a circumftance df ivhich no other of ah : 
high-prieft could boaft. The yodriger Ananus* of 
whom we are now fpcakifig, was naturally .fierce 
and impetuous, and of the fed: of the; Sadduce.es, 
a very cenforious and uncharitable people. Actua- 
ted by thefe principle?, life took alii opportunity, in 
the internal between the . death 1 VfTSthSi Wt Imn thc 
arrival of hi* filtteffor A\WiaSUi&&Bl a\ cdttocHi h lhi o£ 

^^J.Jefuf, is 
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other perfofts, tb apjtea* before hifrf, and'aftTw'er a^u, 
to acharge brougM iigaihfc therii;; tipoh tyhfcfr they 
were all condemned, and delivered up to heftotiedv 
The confeien tious part , of the citizens .were fo diC- 
pteafed at this prdcej?ding, ; tl^at' th^y privately :.re- 
preferite'dit to the Ring is highly .umuft a .requembg| 
that Ariaifus might be loreprovedfor itV as to cau- 

manner ton the fu- 
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About the fame time king Agrippa caufed 'lb be 
cre&ed, near the porch of the royal palace, at 
lerufalem, belonging to the Armenian* family,, a 
ft ateiy y magnificent apartment, for the entertain- 
ment of guefts. It flood upon an eminence, com- 
manded a noble profpe<3fc of the city, and wsfs fb- 
contrived, that the king could fee ; every thmgf that 

Hejcwj was done in the temple, which- afforded him very 

wkcoffcnccqrcat fatisfadtion . This g^ve much offence to the 

buiUby principal men amonglt the Jews y as it is contrary 

^ppa. to our laws, that our. rites and ceremonits, apd ef- v „ , #>4 % . . im 

pecially our facrifices : in the temple,, ftiould be ex- J| hroii^t many pf the robbers, cal^cjl 

iefvbd piiniflimerit. .Ananias, the-niffK- 



tiiri: Others ^yere ferit \vith an.accoi 
AlDinus, wftp was then upon hisiourney 
dna, fettmgjit forth as an ufurnation u 

Albiriu&was f< 

upon it ; and 

„ M . _ m . _ ^ _ 4 Jnree months 

d him from . his. office, anorjconferred 
Jelus, the fon of Damncus. ficatc. 

Albinu's no fp oner arrived at Jerusalem, than he 
applied hiicifelfy with aft poflible diligence, to the 
mamtaming or the. public peac^,; and to- that end 




intercept 
the view 
of the 
temple. . 




TbeTbuiia prfed to the view of others. They therefpi*e ere.^r- 
avaltto ed a wall,. by way of prevention, before the ffratsy 

that enclofed the inner part of the temple* towards 
the weft, which not only intercepted the profpcA 
from the king's apai^tmenti, But alfo- die View of ifie 
galleries 1 to the weftward on the othfer fide 6f the 
tcmfple, where the Roman i guards ; werepracedupoh : 
days of feftivai . This proceeding hVgMy difpl*ea«fed 
Agrippa, and more fo Feftutf, who^ordtered ih<6 wafH 
tobe pruiled down. The citizens, Upon thi£, afliired 
him, that they prized the temple above? their lives^ 
and therefore defired perniiffion' tb fend deputies 
to Caefar, before they proceeded to the* execution' 
of his orders. Their requeft beii 



lent to the 



g granted, they 
emperor ten eminent citizens, with 
Ifmael, the high-prieft, arid Chelcias, the treaLfurer 
ofthe temple, as their cpmmiffioners. .WfienNero 
Keroper- heard their petition, hie not only palled over 



cdncjliat 

o?tlie people ; ahd'al/p cultivateidttfie friendflup:o£ 
AlbinusV and the .tii of . 

carefles -and: prefents. But he; hid ;^ number , of 

abahdoned fervants, who, joining. withj others as:xi, c .p W - e jb. 
promgate as themfelves, went i^.or^ barn to barn^^J^ 1 "^ 
and took away the. titles tlkat bieldnging to ihe; violence, 
[priefts - by violence, heating and . maiming tKofe, 
j ffi'a trefuiedt o deliver them.M any ot Kerhigh-priefts 
aftcd in the fame unjuft 'mariner, as they were fub- 
ijeft to* no contrbul, vfe-fomticfr that the priefts in 
•ordinary were perifhing for Want of food, being 
.deprived of their only means of fupport. 



aiti the 
vail to 
toad. 



done 



they" 



Pricft. 



indulgence they obtained on the interceflion of the , 
emprefs Poppea, a. religous woman, who waV 
greatly difpoled to favour the Jews. TPhe ten de- 
puties were permitted to return ; but Pdppea de- 
tained Ifmael and Chcl'cias, as boftages. Wh'eh* 
Agrippa heard of thefe trarifadions^ Ke trarisferred 
the pontificate to Jofeph, otherwife cailed-CaBrs^ 
the fori ^of Simon,Yormerly high-prielt. 



& band of thefe Sicarii en tered the: city by night, 
on the*eve of a feftiyal ?: andlurprize<tlthe fecretary 
of Eleazar, an officer ofthe fir ft ran in the army r 
and fori of Ananias, tlie liig^l-prieft, - whom they, 
iboundVarid carried av^ay witSrtbem.. . They, then., 
ifent inforriiatiori tb Ananias, tliatthev had the feV 



cuftpdy 



„ -J his pr^ vailing, with Albinu^ to 
, (e. ten of their;partv,,whom k Jie held in prilqn; 
iTIie department . of the iecretary was or fuch im-. 



relea 



G H A P" VIII. 
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45 



of 



Ananus 



Ptath of Feftus^ and: f unify 
made high-prieft • Calls a council y and' cites James\ 
the brother of Jefus r to r appear before him^ on a 
charge laid a gainft him. James is Jioned. Agrippa 
depofes Ananus^ and transfers the pontificate to J*efus^ 
the fon of Damneus . Agripp** enlarges Cefarea Phi- t 
Hppi, and calls it Neronias. Builds a magnificent 
theatre at Berytus. Deprives Jtfus of the high- 
priefthoody and gives it to another Jcfus^ the* fon of 
Gamaliel. Geflius Florus 



> 



procure the rcleale of any of tf^trpajr tjt who niight 
be' in cuftody ; "fo that ttiey were mOjne ^anid : more 
emboldened, and iriFefted the whole country with 
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ravages'. and-depredatFons*. 
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King 
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>ernmeni of Judaea 

No. a7. 



'us fucceeds 
Agrippa allows the Levites 



and gave it ^thernam^o^^er^ifiai, inhonour of ( tJie : ^A| 
emperor Nero# .He.alfoe^ 

nificent ahd'lumjptuous theatre^ which he largefy; 
endowed, for the exhibition. of^ annual fhews, and 

.and 

due proportions. 
aD 3 



He caufed the citv to be beauti- 
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fied, and adorned with curious (tatties and pi&ures, 
and a collection of antique originals, from the hands 
of the greatcft matters in the fsvcral branches ; fo 
that this town might be deemed a rcpofitory for all 
that vyas rare and precious in the kingdom. But 
this munificence to Grangers, to the inripoverifhinc; 
of his own people, of courfe incurred tncirillwiin 

jefuf, the Agrippa foon took away the pontificate from Jefus, 



ed fo far with our forefathers, that none but thofe 
of the blood of Aaron were accounted worthy of 
that holy office, kings thcmfelvcs not excepted. 
From Aaron to Phanafus, who was declared high- 
prieft by a fa&ion in a time of war, there were 
eighty-three in number J thirteen pf . them officia- 
ting in the ftation from the time that Mofes ere&ed 
a tabernacle to God in the defert, to their entrance 
,*„.„.,.w v , A 0 - it into fudoea, where king Solomon built and dedica- 

Saw. Ca " a ^ d e cV° an 1 ? t ,cr ^ hc fanle ,7^;^^ ted the holy temple. Atfirft there was no fuccced- 



maJe high- the fon of Gamaliel. This created fnch feuds be- 
prieft* tween them, thatthey formed parties ofabandoned 

followers, and reviled each other in the public 
ftreetsiuthemoft opprobrious terms. From words 
they fometimes proceeded toftones ; but Ananias, 
by dint of money, had the ftrongeft party. 

Coftobarus and Saul being of the blood royal, 
and nearly related to Agrippa, had great intereft, 
and drew together a band of refolutes ready to 
Execute their commands. They were infolent and 
rapacious towards the lower clafs of people, who 
had no patronage or prote&ion j fo that from this 
juncture we may date the declenfion of the Jewifh 



nation. 



Gefliu* 
Floras 
fu cceedi 
Albinus. 



When Albinus heard that Geflius Florus was ap- 
pointed to fucceed him,he thought the raoft effectual 
means of ingratiating himfelf with the Jews, was 
to do juftice upon thofe whom heiiad in cuftody . 
He therefore caufed all the prifbhers to be brought , 
before him, and, upon due examination, proceeded |j prieft, captives. 



ing to the pontificate, butby a vacancy upon death j 
though it became a practice afterward?, to appoint 
fucceflion during the lives of predeccfTors. Thefe 
thirteen perfons defcending from two of the fons 
of Aaron, fucceeded in their turns to that dignity. 
The form of government was at firft ariftocratical, ' 
then monarchial, and laftly regal. The number ois^ 
of years from the time in which Mofes carried our fcraitf;; 
forefathers out of Egypt, to the building of the 1 
temple of Solomon, was fix hundred and twelve. 

■ 

After thofe thirteen high-priefts abovemention^ 
ed, there followed eighteen more, in the courfe of 
four hundred fixty-fix years, fix months, and ten 
days, in fucceflion one to another under the go- 
vernment of kings. Thefe are computed from kin 
Solomon to the days of Nebuchadnezzar, king o 

Babylon, when he marched up to Jerufalem, and 

« . • 1 _ 1 1 . _ 1 • J . - ;i- 




took it, burnt the temple, and carried away the 
whole nation, together with Jozedeck, their high- 



Privilege* 

d 



againft them according to their demerits ; putting 
to death thofe who were manifeftly guilty of capi- 
tal crimes, arid difcharging thofe who were only 
convi&dd of mifdenieanors upon fine and ranfom. 
Thefe means might tend to clear the; prifoners, but 
they let loofe robbers upon the country. 

Thofe of the tribe of Levi, that officiated as cho- 
jf ranted to rifters in the temple, pre vailed. on the king toc^lla 
th«Levitta. council, and grant them the ufc of the linen vefl>; 

ments which had been peculiar to the priefts, fug- 
getting that fiich a conceffion would ftand upon 
record as an a<9fc of grace to the king's eterriaThp- 
nour. This requeft was heard and granted in form 
and manner according to defire, and the chorifters 
were permitted to wear the linen veftment. There 
was another claTs of Levites who officiated in the 
fervices of the temple, and were likewife allowed 
.to ferve promifcuonfly as chorifters. But ; the£e 
licences were repugnant to our national laws and 
cuftoms, which where never abandoned without a. 
judgment upon the violation. 

Thetempie The repairing of the temple being finifhed, and 
finished, near eight thoufand artificers and labourers defti- 

tute of employment, and confequently of the means 
of fubfiftence, the. people, unwilling to ftock their 
money as an eafy prey to the Romans, and defirous 
of making fome provifion for them, propofed the 
repairing of a building on the eaft fide of the tern-, 
pie, which overlooking a deep narrow valley, was 
fupported b)'a wall four hundred cubits in height,- 
and fix in depth, being the work of Solomon, thef 
firft founder of the temple. But Agrippa, who 4 was 



After a captivity of feventy years in Babylon, Cy- 
rus, king of Perfia, difmiffedthe Jews to their own 
country, with p^rmiffion to rebuild their temple j 
Jefus, the fon of Jozedeck, exercifing, at that time,* 
the function of high-prieft. Fifteen of his pofte- 
rity fucceeded him in the fame dignity, but under 
a democratical form of government, till the time 
of king Antibchus Eupator, a term of four hundred 
and fourteeny ears, when this fame Antiochus, with 
his general Lyfias, took away both the dignity and 
life of biiias, otherwife called Menelaus, at Bery- 
tus, excluded his fon from the fucceflion, and, in 
his place, appointed Jefinus, one of the. race of 
Aaton, but not of the pontifical family. 



1. i 



Upon this Opias, fon of Onias deceafed, went 
away, into Egypt, and infinuatiug himfelf into the 
good opinion of Ptolemy Philometer, and Cleopatra 
his wife, prevailed upon them to; build and dedicate 
a temple to God at Heliopolis, in imitation of , that 

in Jerufalem,. and to cpnftityte him highrprieft 
there. Jacimus died, at the expiration of three, 
years, in. the execution of the pontifical ^ office*, 
without a fueceffor 5 fo that there was a vacancy 



entrufted by the emperor with the repareingof this 
glorious ftru&ure, revolving in his mind how much 



for feven years. 

When the Jews revolted from the Macedonians 
the dignity was transferred to the family pf the ^Jt 
moneahs,anid lonathan advanced to the pontificate, 
: which he enjoyed for the fpace of fevenyears^ana.. 
i then being taken off by the treachery of Tr^phon, . 
his brother Simon was promoted to his place/ Upon • 
j his being after wards aiTaffina ted by hisfon-ih-law at, 
a'piiblic entertainment,; his fon Hyrcanus fucceeded 



Turn, and held it for the fpace pf one and thirty years.. 
Upon his death it devolved on his fori Judas, other- 

• #• 1 # j» 1 • t - j« i. 1 . <• -II wife called Ariftobulus, who was^he firft that took - 

build it, did not think it expedient to comply with -It 'i " a««V:v« k^V>« 

1 1 /• r?^t- 1 1 •% • g* r J if upon mm tne name and quality ot King. ' Arter a 



eafier it would be to deftroy fiich a work than fe- r 



(he fon of 
Thcophi- 
Iqs, ap- 

•ointed 



the defire of the people, and therefore gave them 
to uhderftand, that if they wox^ld ^eft content with 
beautifying^ the city by paving the ftreets with 
white ftone, he* would not ojipofe it. Agrippa 
alfo deprived ' Jefus, the fori 'of Gamaliel, of the 



reign of one year he left his brother Alexander he;r 
and fucceflbr both tb the kingdom and pontificate 
in both which capacities he adminiftered fortwenty* 
feven years v andthe^departii?gthisrlife,tranfmitted 
the regency to his wife Alexandra, with authority 



pontificate, and conferred it on Matthias,, the fon I) v ^ A\ct~c~ "Lr „*„+:c . • \ r«^,,««^^ of 

\c ™l«AfL *~-~z^^-a'^ v/,Uw to dilpofe of the pontificate; m confequence ot 



Ifghlpriea of ThedphilusvihwKbfe the war 



Enamera- 
cion of the 



between the Jews and the Romans 



It appears to be neceffary, as iutroduftory to a 
Jigh"pricft* work under contemplation, to give .an account in 

.« this place of the origin of high-priefts, the qualifi- 
; tations requifite for that facred function, and the 
number of thofe who were admitted to fuch dignity, 
as far as to the end of the war. 

The firft of this order was Aaron, the brother of 
Mofes; and after his death his children fucceeded 
him, 1 and fo the honour defcended in courfe to his 

family. This right of hereditary fucceflion prevail- 



I 



which fhe conferred it upon her brother Hyrcanu^v * 
who enjoyed it during the nine years of her reign* 
Ather death Ariftobulus, they ounger brother, made 
war upon him, overcame hirh, and reduced him to 
the condition of a private man, afluming both the 
kingdom and the pontificate to himfelf, which he 
held for three years, and as many months. When 
Pompey,upon the taking of Jerufalem, carried away 
him and his-children prifoners to Rome, Hyrcanus, 
being reftored to the pontificate, accepted alfo of 
tjie principality, but not under the title of king, en* 
joying the high-priefthood t wenty-three years mpr^ 
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befidcs the nine above mentioned. At the expira- 
tion of this term, Berzapbarncs and Pacorus, Par- 
thian generals, paflcd the Euphrates, m^de t war 
upon Hyrcanus, and carried him away prifoncr,' 
advancing Antigonus, the fon of .Ariftobulus, to 
the crown, who, in thr$e years and three months 
f ter, was taken in Jerufalcm by Herod ajid Sofius, 
and then, by command of Anthony, put to death 
at Antioch. 

Herod having now received the kingdom from 
the Romans, made no fcruple of chuiing the high- 
priefts out of the Afmoncan race, but conferred the 
dignity irrdifcriminately upon perfons of obfeure 
birth, provided they were in holy orders; except 
in the inftance of Ariftobulus, of whom he made 
choice, being the grandfon of Hyrcanus, that was 
taken by the Parthian$, and brother of his wife 
Mariamne, to ingratiate himfelf with the people, 
who held the memory of Hyrcanus in great vene- 
ration. He was, in fine, fo generally beloved, that 
Herod grew jealous of him, and caufed him to be 
drowned in a fifh pond at Jericho, as before rela- 
ted. After this time he would never veft any of 
the Afmonian family with that dignity. His fon 
Archelaus took the fame meafures, and fo did all 
the Romans after him, .who were ffrccefliyely ^ ap- 
pointed governors of the province. 

From the days of Herod to the burning of Jeru- 

falem, and the temple by Titus, there were, inall,~ 

of an hun- 
crq political 



twen 
dred 



ty-eight high-priefts, in the courfe 
and teven years. Soirieof thefe w< 



governors under the reign of Herod, and of his fon 
Archelaus; but after ^their deaths, the government 
was changed to an ariflrocracy, and the high-priefts 
held dominion over the nation, 

. CHAP. IX. 



Gejfius Florus. fucceeds Albinus^ arid caufes the Jews to 
. take up .arms again]} the Romans. Conchfioryof the 

Jemjb Antiquities. 

GESSIUS Florus, appointed by Nero to facceed 
Albinus in the government of Judaea, entailed 
upon our nation the direft. calamities. . He was a 
jqdxa. native of the city of Clazomena, and the bufband 

of Cleopatra, a cbara&er as infamous as himfelf, 
Aninf ^ Through her intereft with the emprefs Poppea, he 
jM«cha. obtained the dignity, which he abufed to fiich a de- 
tfcr. crree, that the Jews wifhed for the reft oration of Al- 
bums; as thelatter endeavoured to conceal his vices, 
\ whereas the former openly gloried in his frame. 

He . was rapacious to a degree, inexorably cruel, 
and fo irifatiably covetous, that he feemeddifpofed 
to univerfal depredation. ; Re/hared in the plunder 
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of robbers, and thereby gave a fan&ion to rapine* 
Such, in fine was the op pre (lion under his govern-* 
ment, that the wretched Jews, were forced to aban- 
doutheif habitations, jheircoun try, and their altars, 
and. fly for fandtqary even to the moft barbarous of - 
foreign nations/ Florus laid *us tinder ancceffity of 
taking up arms a£ainft the Romans, refolving ra- '» ' ' 1 
ther to fall together, than perifti,ingloripp0y on<; ofthej^S 
by one, This was commenced in the fecond year u k ww. 
of the government of Florus, and twelfth of the 
reign or Nero. The particulars of. it m^y be ac-i^ 
curatcly known, : by perqifbg the books we haye 
written upon that fubj eft, 

The Jewifh Antiquities I have deduced from the c 00 cH-g w 
creation of the world to the twelfth year of the °\ th . c . an - 
reign of Nero, recounting in hiftorical ptPgref- tSTic^. 
fibn, the feyeral events which plated to the Jewifh 
nation throughout fo many ages j as in Egypt* Sy, 
ria, under the Aflyriajis, Babylonians, Perfians, 
Macedonians, and laftly the Romans. I have enus 
merated the high-priefts in regular order and fiic-< 
ceffion for the ipaee of two thoufand years. I have 

faithfully extracted, according to projnife, at the 
firft entrance upon this work, from holy writ, the 
delcent of our kings, and the courfe of other forms 
hi government, as they fucceeded one another, . 
^with their power, and adminiftj*ation of affairs;, 

I will be bold to affirm, that jio n*an living could 
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have*; written the jeWifh Antiquities in aL fty le and 
manner fo accurate, or fo acceptable tp the Greeks, 
as myfelf ; for ihofe of my own nation acknowledge 

me to be perfectly verfed In the* learning of the 
,-Jews.j and my proficiency in the language of thp 
Creeks: has been', cultivated with'* unremitting a{fr- 
duity* The knowledge of different languages, 
and the embelliftiment of difcourfe, by pointed ac- 
cents, and turned periods, are not fo highly cftima- 
tedby our nation, as the knowledge of ourlaw? and 
the holy fcripture. This is an excell$npy to which 
two or three, of all that ever afpiretf tp it, havfc at- 
tained, to their immortal honour, ^t«i to the e^en? 
tial benefit of fucceeding ages. ; . [ 



* * . • * * 



- k . %* 



It will riot I prefumc be deemed amifs, to relate 
Tome memoirs of my o wnlife, as th.ere are living v?it- 
nefles to expofe f^lmood* anifl confirm truths. ;Thu^ 
Iclofemy Antiquities, " \vhicfl are |iere comprized in 

twenty, books, jntep^ per : ti*iifi 
fion", to dra w up a cpiicife narrative of the whole ^ar, 
from the period of its commencement, to the pr'efp>n& 
ftate, being the thirteenth year of Domitianus Cse-s 

far, gnd the fifty-fi^th of my own life. I alfd intend 
to write a treatife.on the peculiar tenets and opinU 
Pns, as held by the different Jewiih fecis, concerning^ 
the nature and eflenee of the Divine JBeing^ and th<? 
particular l\cences'aiid r^ftfidtions of o prla w-j, 
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The Jewish A ^ *^ e ^ ars between the. Jews and the Romans were, in point of* events, the moft memorable of all 
wars the* Jr*. others, whether national or civil, many have been induced to prefent the public with a pretended 
5SnS3e f biftory of them. But it has appeared, upon impartial examination, that their ieveral productions have 
au others, beep deficient in the ftaten^ent offadis ; or that they have tended to veil truth by partial reprefentation, 

cither from a defire of conciliating the favour ofrthe Romans, or manifefting their hatred to the Jews* 

■ 

* i 

A&uatedby thefe conGdcsations, I, Jofephua, the fon of Matthias, an Hebrew^ by birth, andaprieftof 
Jerufalem, have undertaken to tranfiate thofe books, which I formerly coxnpofed in the language of 
ciur cpuntry, into, the Greek tongue, for thccommon benefit of the fiibje£ts of the Roman empire ; and. 
having: firft borne arms, fop the Jews, againft the Romans, I find an irreliftible-impulfe to profecute 



defign 



ed at. a very critical junfture 



fadion, and, the affairs, of the J*wi/k nation flourished in an eminent degree. Power and opulence in- 
cited feditiou, which was inftamed into tumults, that alarmed the whole eaftern world j for the Jews, 
a£ well th,ofe beyond the Euphrates as the reft, feomed all in a confederacy to rife as one man. Com- 
motions, prevailed among the Gauls upon the borders of Italy, as alfo among the Germans. In a word 5 
all was in diforder upon the :death,of Nero.;, ibmeiarrogating fovereignty to themfelves, and fome at- 
tempting innovations from motives of perfon^ advantage* 

* ■ - *■ • 

jofephm In this fituation of affairs I hold; njyfelf bound,, in honour and confeience, to vindicate £b many im« 
rafhnnF* P°*taiit truths from imppfture and tniltake; and, after having inftrudled the Parthian s, the liabyloai- 

ans, the moft remote of the Arabians, the Jews on the farther lide of the Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, 
in the particulars of the ri(c,.progrefs, and evejut of the wars, not to fufferthe Greeks, and fo maw 
of the Romans, to be imposed' upon by fi&ions, and remain ignorant of the moft effential 
tranfa&ions. 



hia under- 
taking. 



> * 



Jofcphns 
cenfures 
other hif- 
torians. 



Profeflei 

imparti- 
ality. 



Thefe writers, indeed, have the confidence to call : their accounts hiftories, though they are deftitute 
of fenfe, connexion, and even truth itfelf. An evident partiality runs through the whole: and to vi- 
lify the Jews without cauie, in order to aggrandize^ the Romans, feems to ; be their main and principal- 
defign. Where is the glfcry.of triumphing over an enfeebled adverfary ? Why was not the conqueft- 
more fpeedily atchieved, confidering the mighty power of the Romans, and the valour of their com- 
manders ? All their honours are fullied, if they deny or mifrcprefent the bravery and refolution of the. 
vanqifhed. 

Far be it from me to exaggerate the exploits of the Jews, as others have done thofe of the Romans. 
I profefs to do right indifcriminately to both parties, without addition to, or diminution From, plain 
matter offadt; to content my felf with an affectionate concern for the ruin of my country ; while Ijuftly 
impute our unhappy divifions, and the very burning of the holy temple itfelf, to the tyranny of our 
own governors, who compelled the Romans to proceed to that extremity. As an inftance of this Ifhall 
cite Titus Casfar, who compaflionated our miferies, when we were rent by inteftine factions, to that 
humane degree, as to fufpend the final deftrudtion of the city, (which he afterwards laid in afhes,) to 
give the authors of the war time for reflection and repentance. If it fhould be urged that, in the 
warmth of paflionfor the oppreflion of my country, I have tranfgrefTcd the bounds of an hiftorian, I 
have only to offer, by way of excufe, that I was impelled by an irrefiftible concern for the fate of my 
country. It is beyond a doubt, that of all the places that ever fell under the dominion of the Roman 
empire, none arrived to fo great a degree of eminence, or was reduced to fo v abjeA a ftate, as the city 
of Jerufalem. As the calamities of our nation were Brought on by our own countrymen, I could not 
but be particularly affe<fted by them j nor can any candid reader cenfure me for the tragical ftile in 
which I have related them. 

The Greek hiftorians have difcovered a very reprehenfible partiality, not onty in the omiffion of 
iiSoHans" the tranfa&ions of as memorable a war as ever occurred in the revolution of time, but in derogating 
partial and f rom the merits of thofe who have undertaken fo laudable a talk. They have compiled the hiftories of 

the Metles and Aflyrians from the productions of ancient writers, to whom they are greatly inferior 
both in ftile and manner. 



The Greek 



negligent. 



■ 



JosfLPtws'* VAztAcz to the HisToav of the V/ak* of the Jaw*. 

It is the part of a judicious and faithful hiftorian, to furnifli Iiimfelf, if pdffible, with fuch materials as 
have not been previoufiy tranfrnittcd to the world* Purfuant to this maxim, J have, at great eKpence 
and labour, (being a ftrangcr,) furnifhed both Greeks and Romans with a nfemorial of tranfa^ions 
worthy of being known. In points of controvcrfy the Greeks have fufficiently displayed their abilities : 
but they feem to have ncglc&cd the province of hiftory, or affigned it to men inadequate to the talk* 
ljut the inattention of the Greeks does by no means depreciate the merit of the Hiftory.' 

* » " 

I might here relate the origin of the Jews, the caufe of their leaving Egypt,' the countries through 
which they patted, and the viciffitudesof fortune they underwent. But all this would be fuperfluous, as > * 
thofe fubjedls have been amply treated by feveral 6f our own people, afrd faithfully tranflatcd by iome Vijfl* * 
of the Greeks into their own tongue, I (hall begin my Hiftory where their writers and bur prophets ^!^ 0<i ^ c 
left off. With refpedt to the tranfa&ions of the wars, of which I was eyc-witnefs,,I fhall be as copjptis'^^hS*. 
and particular aspoflible j and, on the other hand, as concife and general, with refpeft to fuch events.! , : 
as preceded my own time. m 



The method I propofe (hall be to fet forth the caufe of the expulfion of Antiochus, furnamed Epi- \ 
phanes, after taking Jerufalem by force, and keeping pofleflion of it three years and an half, by the fonsV 
of Afmonceus. I fhall then relate the conteft betwixt the fucceflbrs about the government, and the ad~ r 
vantage the Romans, under the government of Pompey, took of that divifion j together with the ma&^> 
ner in which Herod, the fon of Antipater, with the affiitance of Sofius, the general, put an end to tfiii^s 

power of the Afinonsean line. . ;* / { v \ • * . v 



The popular revolt under the government of Quintilius Varus, the war that commenced in th^ > 
twelfth year of the reign of Nero, together with the exploits of the Jews upon, their taking up armi$- : 
under the command of Ceftius, will comprize a part of my plan. In this narrative I fhall endeavour ta 
obferve the ftri&eft impartiality, and do juftice to the merits of the Romans as well as our own coua- 
trymen. Nor will I fupprefs any part of the calamities that befell the Jews : as I have cotemporaries 
ready to controvert whatever may be advanced contrary to the truth. 



flary 



f Nero, and fucceffion of 



_ _ Jerufa 

lem^ with the prefages he had of his future greatnefs, the changes that happened at Rome under his 
government, and his being declared Emperor againft his will. To this will be added the fedition that 
arofe amongft the Jews upon his going into Egypt to give^necefTary orders, the flavery they endured 
under tyrannical oppreffion, and the animofities that prevailed amongft them, 

* 

The a&s of Titus will alfo be attended to ; fuch as the inroads he made into Judaea, the number of his 
approaches, the ftrength of his works, the fortifications of the city and of the temple, and the model 
and dimenfions of the altar. Nor fhall I omitan account of our folemn feftivals, the ceremonies that 
attended them, the feven forts of purification, the offices of the facerdotal function, the veftments of the 
priefts, or whatever is facred belonging to the holy temple. 

■ 

■ 

I fhall reprefent, with impartiality, the cruelty of our governors towards thofe of their own tribe 
and profeffion, the humanity of the Romans even towards ftrangers, and the candour and liberality 
of Titus, in inviting the Jews to come to an agreement amongft themfelves, from an honourable de- 
fign of faving both the temple and city. I fhall enlarge upon the fufifcrihgs and calamities of the peo- 
ple, that aroie from war, fedition, and famine, till, in the end, they were made prifoners; nor fhall I 
pafs over the deftrudfcion of the fugitives, or the torments inffii&ed upon thofe that were taken. I fhall 
alfo advert to the conflagration of the temple againft the will of Caefar, the coniumption of the facred 
treafure, the facking of the city, the prodigies that preceded the captivating of our tyrannical matters, 
and the flavery of the people that were carried away. Laftly, I fhall defcribe the progrefs of Titus 
through the city and country,' together with his return into Italy, and his triumph. 

■ 

Thefe are the heads of the feven following books, which I have written in confirmation of truth, and 
to exempt myfelf from the cenfure of thofe who are well acquainted with the fubjedts. 
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Competition between Antiochus' an4i [Ptolemy. Anti6r 

c/fus t cniertjydaeds T and Perfecutes 
the t J'ev>s, as' does ' B'acchides. Matthias avenges their 
' caufi. Judas Veft ores the worfiifi oft ha true : God., 
Death of Ant iochus and \ Judas. 
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Anriochus 
takes Jcru- 
fair in, 



Perfecutes 
thcjcwi. 



l« does 
iacchides. 



« 

HE great men of the Jews being divided 
into fadlions among th'wnfelves, at a time 
that there was a competition between An- 
tiochus Epiphancs and|Ptolemy the Sixth, t 
Onias, the high-prieft, gat- the afcendancy, and 
drove the fons of Tobias out of the city, who ap- 
plied themfelves to Antiochus, withintreaties that 
he would make an inroad into Judasa, and ufe them 
for h is guides. The king being eafily perfuaded to 
' 1 SW%feploit he had in contemplation before, mar- 
ched into Judcea with a powerful army, took Je- 
rufalem by aflault, and put great numbers to the 
fword that were fiifpedted to be friends to Ptole- 
my. The pillage, in general, he gave to the foldi- 
ers ; rifled the temple himfelf ; and, for three-years 
and an half, difcontinued the prayers that were 
there daily offered up to Almighty God. Onias, 
the high-prieft, fled to Ptolemy, who gave him 
permiffion to build a temple and city near Helio- 
polis, after the model of that at Jerufalem, of 
which we (hall have occaftonto fpeak hereafter. 

Antiochus was not fatisfied with his unexpe&ed 
taking of the city, or with its pillage, or with the 
great slaughter he had made there ; but, being over- 
come with the violence of his paflion, and remem- 
bering what he had fuffered during the flege, com- 
pelled the Jews to renounce the laws of their coun- 
try, keep their infants uncircumcifed, and facrifice 
fwine'sflefh upon the altar. Thefe were violations 
dreadful to all good men ; but none dared to oppofe 
them without hazard of their lives. 

Bacchideshad, at this time, the command of Ju- 
dasa, under Antiochus, who could not have found 
out a fitter inftrument for his.purpofe, being a man 



• - 



naturally, fierce and mercilefs, and as ready to* exe- 
cute cruelties as the other to enjoin them. It was, 
, his common practice to treat men of quality with- v 
fthe .greaieffi indignity ; and Jerufalem was little. 
, more than a city in name, without privilege, and 
\ without commerce.. Thus proceeded this infolent- 
~ tyrant, till the.fufFeringspf the people fpurred chem 
. on. to. meditate revenge. Matthias, the fon of At : . 
monaeus, one of the priefts, that lived at a village M*thia 
called Modin, drew up a band of his own domeftics, j&fo^? 
who, arming themfelves with daggers, flew Bac- the J«« 
. chides, and withdrew immediately to the moun- 
, tains, out of the reach of the garrifons, for their . 
iafety. The people came flocking unto Matthias, 
till he found himfe If ft rong enough to venture down 
into the plain, where he gave the enemy battle, 
and forced them out of the borders. This fuccefs 
gave him fuch reputation, that the people, in ac- 
knowledgement of their deliverance, chofe him for \^ 
their general, in which command he died, leaving 
the government to his eldeft fon Judas. 

.j . Julias, upon a prefumption that Antiochus would 
renew his hoftilities, levied a confidcrable army of 
his own countrymen, and entered into an alliance 

; with the Romans. Antiochus, upon this, made ano- 
ther incurfion into Juda?a, where he met with a to- 
tal repulfe. Judas availed himfelf of this advantage, 

and aflaulted the city garrifon, in which action the 
foldiess were beaten out of the upper city (com- j uJasrc- 
monly called the holy place) into the lower. Heftor«rhe 
then got poflefllon of the temple, purified it^* 01 " 
throughout, ran up a wall about it, and furnifhed 
it with all forts of vefTels for Divine worflrip ; the 
other being accounted polluted and prophane. He 

caufed another altar alfo to be eredted, and ^ acr ^^^ 
fices to be ojffered upon it j but as foon as the true nc 
religion was reftored, Antiochus died. 

This Antiochus was fucceeded by a fon of ths^j^ 
fame name, who bore as much enmity to the Jews as ( oa , 
his father had done before him. He put himfelf at 
the head of an army of fifty thoufand foot, near five 
hundred horfe, and eighty elephants, and fell in /• 
upon Judcea by the way of the mountains. He took . 
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the town of Bethfura, and parting through a narrow 

defile, in a place called Bcth-zncbanas, Judas en- 
gaged lifm iii the pafs j and, before the arniies 
could join, hi* brother Elcazar, taking notice of 
one elephant, taller than the feft, with a cattle tip- 
on his back, and arrayed with fnmptuous trappings, 
he took it for granted, that the rider muft be An- 
i tiochus. In this confidence he advanced upon the 
mur enemy, and made his way up to the elephant ; but 
an finding the perfon upon him; whom he took for the 
^king, out of his reach, he (tabbed the beaft with a 
weapon, and was cruflied to death under the weight 
of him upon his fall, giving thofe around him to 
underftand, how much a brave man valued his ho- 
nour above his life. But it feems that the rider of 
this elephant was only aprivate man ; thoughit had 
been Antiochus him (elf, Eleazar could have got no 
more by it, than the reputation of facrificing bis 
life to the very hope of atchieving fo heroic a 



ploit. This difappointment was looked upon by 
his brother as a prefage to the fate of the battle; II tion. 



r 

Simon wa? aftcryflfttft talccn^fT at a fcaft, th™ f b™]ltlf 
the treachery of lmfon-in-law Ptolemy, who had, at ftZ\<ntp 
the fame time, his wife and two of his fons, prifon- 
cr$. He alfo fent fome b'ravofcs to tfifpatch John, 
who was alfo called Hyrcanus J Having notice of 
their defign,' John haftcned to the city, where he 
had many friends, partly throtigh' reverence for ike 
memory of his father, and paruy through averfio'ft 
to Ptolemy, for his cruel difpofkioh, Ptolemy en- 
deavoured to get into the city by another poft, btft 
the people, hating admitted Hyrcarius, reptrtftd 
hinj. Upon this Ptolemy betook himfelf to the 
caftle of Dagon, bdydrifd Jericho ; and Hyrcanus; Jtyrcanni 
being at this time poffefTed of the facerdotal dirai-^h^ft; 
ty, in frrcceflion to his father, asfoon as he difchar-« d t atwck> ' 
ged the duties of his function, fpeedily advanced y ' 
to befiege Ptolemy in the caftle, and fethis mofhe^ 
and brothers at liberty. Hyrcanus inverted the 
fortreft, and had even a fuperiority over Ptolemy; 

but was overcome by the ifripulfe of natural af^ec- 



;* 



Judas is 



for, though the Jews maintained along and obfti- 
nate engagement, they were, in the end, over- 
powered by numbers, and, after a great lofs of men, 
Judas, with the remainder, retired into.the topar- 
ehy of Gophnis, while Antiochus repaired to Jeru- 
falem. After a few days ftay, however, he was 
forced to withdraw through want of neceffaries, 
leaving behind him a competent garrifon, and 
fending the reft to take up their winter quarters 
in Syria 

Judas, availing himfelf of the king's abfence, and 
having obtained, fome reinforcements from his own 
countrymen, in addition to thofe who had efcaped 
out of the late battle, encountered a party of An- 
tiochus, at a place called Adafa, where he fo fig- 
nalized himfelf by his valour, that he was opprefTed 
by multitudes, and fell in the adion. His brother 
John did not furvive him many days, being drawn 

into an ambufh by the friends of Antiochus, that 
coft him his life. 

• • • 

CHAP. II. 

_ « 

Jonathan betrayed \ and put to death, by Tryphon. Si- 
mon recovers Judaea, and falls by a plot of Ptolemy, 
his j on- in- law. Hyrcanus made high prieft, and at* 
tacks Ptolemy. Cruelty of. Ptolemy to the relatives 

. of Hyrcanus. Antiochus invejls Jerufalem. Sebajle 
dejlroyedby Ariftobulus and Antigonus. 



JUDAS was fucceeded, as prince of the Je ws, by 
his brother Jonathan, who conducted himfelf 
with great caution and prudence towards thofe of 
his own nation, ftrengthening his intereft, by mak- 
ing friends of the Romans, and coming to a better 
underftanding with the fon of Antiochus. But this 
did not Tubfcrve any effential purpofe ; for the ty- 
rant Tryphon, the tutor of young Antiochus, had 
rccourfe to treachery, and, at the fame time, to the 
means of depriving Jonathan of /the aflift^nce of 
his friends ; fo that upon Jonathan's comingto An- 
tiochus, atPtolemais, withaflender train, Tryphon 
feized him by furprize, and having made him pri- 
foner, marched with his army againftjudrea, when 
fr tha " Simon, the brother of Jonathan, repulfed, and\ 
nftttcsof routed him- Upon this he wreaked his vengeance 
%?h on . op Jonathan, and caufed him to be put to death. 

Simon purfued his fuccefs, took Gazara, Joppa, 
and Jatxinia ; made himfelf mafter of Accaron, and 
demoliflied it ; aflifted Antiochus againft Tryphon, 
who, before his expeditii^nto Media, laid £ege to 
Dora. But fuch was tho&ayarice of thejeiug, that, 



though Simon had contnbuted to the death of Try- 
phon by the aid he had given him, Antiochus fQon 
after fent Cende barns, with an army, to lay wafte 
Jud^a, and to enflave Simon himfelf. This prince 
of the Jews, though rather advanced in life, con- 
duced the war with great fpirit. He fent his fqris 
before with a chofen band of troops, and took fiim- 1 
felf another way with the reft. Ha vingplanted fe- 
deral ambufhes about the mountains, he met .yvith 
great fuccefs, /gained an important vi&ory, and af- 

pedby terwards was, declared high-prieft. Thlus >vas. Ju- 
finon. da*a delivered out of the hands of the Macedo- 



nians, afterafubjedion of 170 years 



When Ptolemy >found himfelf prefled, he Thebes* 
caufed his mother and brothers to be brought out^ of 
and ekpofed on the battlements, with menaces i to ptolcmjr * 
caft them down headlong, tinlefs Hyrcanus imme- 
diately retired ; and thole menaces were accompa- 
nied with ftripes.^ Hyrcanus, though iranfpbrted 
with rage and refentment at fuch Unworthy treat- 
ment, gave way totheterideremottons of filial duty strikingin- 
and fraternal affedfcion : but his mother, withheroic * aa f°f 
fortitude, defying torture, and even death itfelf, rimefc. ° r- 
adjured her fon to dojuftice upon the irioriftef, 
without any regard to what flie fuffered declaring 
that to die by the hand of Ptolemy, would be mor6 
eligible to her than thelongeft life, provided that 
fhe and her family might have juftice done ihtxsx 
upon the inhuman wretch. Hyrcanus, through the 
refolution and authority of his mother, wais pre- 
vailed upon to refiime his courage, and proftcute 
the aiflault ; but fiifdihg'that, as he repeated, the 
attack on the one fidieVPtolemy repeated theftripes 
and indignities on the other, he becartic overwhelm- . 
ed with compunction. Thefe expoftulatory deli- 
berations and tranfa&ions jirotraAed the fiege to vtolemy 
the fabbatic, orfeverith, jrear of reft, which is ob- no!hli&c 
ferved by the Jews as/ftri£tly as the feventh day. brotheaof 
Ptolemy finding thatVupon thisreyblution, the fiege 5C2£L 
was relpited, put both mother and brothers to 
death, arid then fled to Zend j ptherwife called 
Cotylasj the governor of Philadelphia. 

Antiochus, refenting the defeat he had fuftained Antiochut 
from Simon, marched with an army into Judrea, fat jSf^f c " 
down before Jerufalem, and befieged Hyrcan " 
who in this diftrefs, opened the fepulchre of Davidi 
(the mbft opulent of princes,) took upwards of three ^ d fiegc 
thbufand talents out ofjt, and came to a compo-^orapoi!u n 
fition with Antiochus, for three hundred talents, tion « 
to raife the fiegct This was the firft prince of the 
Jews who ever entertained foreign mercenaries 1 . Hyrcanus 
Antiochus haying, quitted Jerufalem, and being maketan 
upon the march with all his troops into Media* HFyt^^Sy^! 
canus moved towards Syria, uponintelligence that ^* 
their towns were neither manned nor: fortified, '* - 
which- lie found accordingly to be true, and took. ' 
Medaba and Samara, with divers other places adja- 
centv* He over-ran the cpuntrv of the Chuthites, a ; 
people bordering upon a famous temple, erefted 
there in "imitation of that at Jerufalem; * He like- 
wife took Dorioh and Marifla, with many other 
tdwniinldumsea; He afterwards went toSaqjaria, 
a city re-bitilt by Herod; now called Sebafte. He : 
encompaffed it with a wall, and committed the care samaria 
of the fiege to his fons Ariftobulus and Antigonus, ^! fi 5|^* 
who : brought the inhabitants to fuch diftrefs, for 2y P /amlie. 
want of provifions, that a great mortality enfued. 

Ii> this jdiftrefs they applied to Antiochus forluc- f 
CQ^ir,. wiiQ came rcadijy,. to their affiftance, but to',.. 

his'own liiKtoine: ;.for the two brothers gave him a.. m . 
total overthraw, purjuing-him ^s far as Scythopor, r 
lis,;- but in the end, he, made- his efcape. The bro- \ 
thers^ after this, returned to Samarusvumtthemul-v; 

^\ th W .waUs 4 ;. forced 7 the city,;der f ' [ h 
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, jlw arid ;ui0d(5,;flavcs of the inhabitants^ 
Every 1 thing ^fucceedinfiito. th^ir wifh, they 4id,not , 
lutier .tne^r, arddur rtorapate, but marched as far ;as? > 
Scytnopolis, made .^n inqunion upon, it and laid , 
wafte all the country that lay witliin Mount 

Carmel. 
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Hyrcanus dies, and is fucceeded by his elelefl fon Ariflo- 
fad us. His cruelty to his mother and brother Anti- 
gonus. Prcdittion of Judas, one jof the feci of the 
Ejfencs. Death of Arijiobulus caufed by a judicial 
dtftemper. Alexander fet at liberty, and declared king. 
After various fucceffes, he is routed by O bod as. De- 
- metritis affijls the Jews. Eight hundred prifoners 
inhumanly crucified for a fpettacle. 

THE fuqpeffion of John and his fons excited the 
envy of the adjacent country to that degree, 
that a fedition enfued, and terminated in an open 
war. After that decilion, the remainder of John's 
Death and Kfe and government was caly and happy ; and, at 
chara&er the end of thirty-three years, he departed this life, 
of Hyrca- | eav | n g five fons behind him. He was a man of fo 

amiable a chara&er, as to be univerfally refpedled ; 
and was in poffeffion of fome advantages peculiar 
to himfelf, being, at the fame time, a prince, an 
high-prieft, and a. prophet ; fo that, having Divine 
revelations, he feldom or never failed in his pre- 
di&ions. He forefaw, and foretold, that the do- 
minion of his two eldeft fons would not laft long j 
and it will evidently appear, from a brief view of the 
trail factions of their lives, how Ihort they fell of the , 
reputation and happinefs of their father. 

■ 

On the demife of Hyrcanus, Ariftobulus,the eldeft 
lbn, changed the government into a monarchy, and 
was the firft that fet a crown upon his own head. 
This was 481 years and three months after the re- 
turn of the people in to Judaea, from the captivity 
of Babylon* Ariftobulus was very partial to his 
brother Antigonus, info much, that he admitted 
him to a (hare in the government ; but he caufed his 
mother, and thcreft of his brethren, tobe taken into 
* t\ of cu ft oc ty : na y > h c carried his cruelty towards his mo- 

.Anftobulus ther to fuch excefs, that he caufed her to perifh with 

Scp U and°" f am l ne * n prifon, upon a fuggeftion that Hyrcanus 
brethren, had left the regency in her hands. 

But Ariftobulus was juftly puniftied for thefc un- 
natural proceedings in the lofs of Antigonus, whom 
he caufed to be put to death upon the calumnies of 
a faction, whofe bufinefs it was to render him odi- 
ous. Ariftobulus had fo great anaffeftion for this 
brother, and fo fair an opinion of him, that, for a 
long time, he looked upon thefe reports as mere 
forgery and flander. But an unlucky circuraftance 
af length raifed his liifpicion, and confirmed the 
infinuations of the enemies of his brother. Arifto- 
bulus happening to be feized with a malignant 
difeafe, during the celebration of the feaft of taber- 
nacles, Antigonus in the mean time returned from 
the camp to Jerufalem, in all the pomp of a con- 
queror. Towards the end of the folemnity he 
marched up, attended by a train of armed men ; 
thinking that the more grandeur he aflumed, the 
# greater honour he did his brother ; and all this up- 
on an impulfe principally of devotion. The cour- 

Anrigonm tiers immediately took advantage of the circum- 
ucaiumni- ftance, fuggefting to the king the ill effects that 
acc * might arifc from this parade of arms and guards, 

and that Antigonus could have no honed defignin 
it, as from thence it appeared he could not reft 
content with a fhare in the government^ without 



The queen 
and others 
plot his 
death. 



the abfolute pofleflion of it. 

Ariftobulus was at length prevailed upon, by de- 
grees, toprovide againft all hazards, without difco- 
vering any fort of jealoufy. He refided at that 
time in the caftle of Baris, afterwards called Anto- 
nia, where he fent for his guards, and ordered them 
to wait for Antigonus in a certain fiibterranean 
paflage. If he came unarmed, they were to let him 
pafs ; if otherwife, they were to nni/h him on the 

ipdt. Ariftobulus then rent for Antigonus, requir- 
ing him to come unarmed. The queen concerted 
the plot with the confpirators, by engaging the 

kin g's m e fle n ge r n o 1 1 o d eli v cr t h e or d e r hi . expre fs 
arid definitive terms, but rather obliquely hint, that 
the king intimated a defire of feeing the fait of ar- 
mour he had got in Galilee ; upon which Antigo- 
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nus, without the leaftfufpicionof the good faith of 
his brother, fpecdily arrayed himfc If in armour, and 
haftcned to prefent himlclf. But 111 the flibterra- 
nean paifage, known by the name of Straton's 
Tower, the guards fell upon him, and flew him. 
This inftance may fcrve as a leflbn, that the bonds 
of nature, equity, and friendfhip, are all cancelled 
where the ear is open to calumny and flander, that 
no reliance fliould be placed in fycophants, that 
generally infeft courts. 

In this place I cannot omit a remarkable ftory of Jr jbjjjj 
one Judas, by fedfc an EiTenc, a man famous for di-JJ^ft' 
vination, who had never been known to fail in his JwulV 
prcdi&ions. Judas happening to pafs by as Anti- •* 
gonus wentthroughthe temple, exclaimed to fome 
of his difciples, u that it was time for him to leave 
" the world, when, truth itfelf was dead j that his 
" prediction was falfe, as that very Antigonus, who 
44 -was to have been flain that day, is lull livitig. 
" The fatal place where he was to havebeen taken 
u off was Straton's Tower, which is no lefs ihan 
4< dooftadia from hence, and that they were then 1 
u butin the fourth hour of the day." This excla- 
mation was accompanied by a dejedrion of counte- 
nance that betrayed the anxiety of his mind; News 
arrived foon after, that Antigonus was flaiii in a 
Ihbterraneous paflage, bearing the fame name of ' 
Straton's Tower wit* * "~ 
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The crime of fratricide was no fooner committed, 
than Ariftobulus was feized with all the horrors of 
conlcience, which greatly inflamed his difteraper, 
and brought on an exceffive vomiting of bloody \ 
which was thrown by the fervants on the very fpot 
where Antigonus was flain. This raifed a lamenta- 
ble outcry among the fpectators, which the king 
overhearing, fent immediately to enquire into the 
caufe of it. The more reluctant they were to dif- 
clofe it, the more he prefled them, till at length * 
they related the whole matter, when the king, 
fetching a deep figh, exclaimed, 44 that it was not ,^ 
44 to be expe&ed his fecret fins fliould efcape the 
44 eye of an all-feeing God, and that divine venge-aaddenki: 
44 ance fhall not follow fo horrid a crime. He la- 
c< mented that his body fliould retain his foul from 
4< doing the juftice he owed to the manes of a mur- 
" dered mother and brother ; and that he fliould 
44 linger and go off, at laft, in the bitternefs of ago- 
44 ny the fport of fortune." With thefe words he 
refigned his breath, having reigned no longer than 
one year. 

The widowed queen let Alexander at liberty, ana 
caufed him to be declared king. He was the efdeft Jiexafe 
fon, and reputed a prince of moderation. When he king, 
came to the crown, however, he put one of his bro- 
thers to death for afpiringto the fovereignty j bat 
the other reconciling bimfelf to a private ftation,' 
was admitted to his friendfhip and favoti.r- 

Ptolemy Lathur, king of Egypt, having taken w*gw 

Afochis, Alexander gave him battle, and flew many ^,^1 
of his men ; but the victory rather inclined to Ptot 01 "- 
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Cleopatra, the mother of that prince^ forc- 



ing him away into Egypt, Alexander took G.adara 
by fiege, and Amathus,the ftron^eft of all the fbr- 
trefles beyond Jordan, and the place where Theo- \ 
dore, the fon ofZeno, had depolited his choiceft . 
trealure. But Theodore attacking him before he ^ 
was aware, not only recovered his treafurc, but 
took the king's baggage, and cut off hear ten thou- 
fand Jews in the batfflc, Alexander, however, by ( 
the addition of fome reinforcements after this 
defeat, carried the war towards the fea coafts, to' 
Raphia, Gaza, and Ant h^ on, which Herod, in 
procefs of time, called Agrippi as. ■ * 1 '* 

As public affemblics and feftivals are frequently 
productive of feditions, the Jews raided "an infiir- icxan^- 
redion againft Alexander, on an accufatiori of this 
kind. Ir came to fuch a pitch, as to fall little fhort ' 
of a general revolt ; fo that the king, in his own . 
defence, was under the neceflity of taking foreign-/^ 
ers into pay, as Pifidians and Cilicians ; but for* 
Syrian mercenaries, iuch was their aver lion to' the 
JeAvs, that he durftnot admit them into the fervicie^^ , tj u v 
However^ with the forces he had raifed, he cut off : : t •■■ 
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upwards of fix thoufand of the mutineers, and then 
made war on Arabia, where he fubdued the Gala- 
aditcs, and the Moabites, made them his tributa- 

and returned to Am a thus. By this time 



nes, — — — ; ~y 

Theodore, alarmed at the fuccefles of Alexander, 
quitted the place ; and the other, finding it with- 
out a garrifon, razed it to the ground. 

His next expedition wal againft Obddas, icing 
of Arabia, who laid in ambufh for him near Golan. 
Alexander was there furprized, and driven into a 
deep valley, where his army was crufhcdby the mul- 
titude of camels. He efcaped himfelf, with great 
difficulty, to Jerufalem, where he found hi* former 
foes more implacable than ever fince hislaft difaft- 
cr. They embarraffed him much J though, kl every 
encounter, he overcame them ; infomuch that, 
within the courfe of fix years, he deftroyedatleaft 
50,000 Je ws. But he could derive no tatisfa&ion 
from vi&ories attended with the deveftationof his 
kingdom ; fo that, in the end, he had recourfc from 
arms to reafon, and endeavoured to ingratiate him* 
felf with his people by lenient meaiures. But the 
mutability of his conduA, inftead of gaining them 
over, rendered him fo odious and contemptible, 
that, on his afking them what he (hould do to ap- 
peafe them, they replied, thathemuftdie ; adding, 
that they could hardly pardon him in his gravefor 
the injuries he had done them in the time of his life. 
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Jews called to their affiftanc 



aflceQfiKc over to- them, readily complied, and advancing 
J IWt with an army, joined the jews near Shechem. 

They were computed to amount, in number, to 
3000 horfe, and 40,000 foot. Alexander, however, 
with only 10,000 well affected Jews, encountered 
them. The two kings, before they engaged, ufed 
their endeavours to gain deferters from each par- 
iy j Demetrius applying himfelf to the mercena- 
ries of Alexander, and the other to the Jews that 
jtoajtt followed Demetrius : but When they found that 
iifanomih-neithcr the Jews or Greeks could be wrought upon 
123bt 'to prove ^unfaithful,, they put it to the decifionof 

a battle, in which Demetrius came off conqueror, 
though Alexander's mercenaries difplayed great 
courage. Demetrius, indeed, was abandoned by 
fome of the troops that invited him to come over 
to them ; and the companion of feveral of the Jews 
for their unfortunate king, induced (Jooo of thofe 
who had fought againft him, to feek him out, and 
' join him, in the mountains, where he had taken 

refuge. This fudden turn of fortune alarmed De- 
metrius to that degree, that, through fear left the 
reft of .the army mould follow this example, he 
gave up his defign, and withdrew. 

But thefe defertions of the auxiliaries had no 
effeft on the multitude, who ftili maintained the 
•war againft Alexander, till he had flain the greateft 
part of them, and driven theremainder into the ci- 
ty of Bemezel, where they wfere all made prifoners, 
and carried to Jerufalem. We have now before us 
a ftriking inftance of the ungovernable rage of an 
impetuous paffion. Alexander, revelling with his 
concubines, as one part of the entertainment, cau- 

oabiVcra- ** c< * to ^ e exhibited the horrid fpe&acle of 800 pri- 

foners on crofles in the mid ft of the city, having firft 
commanded the throats of their wives and children 
to be cut before their faces. This dreadful fcene 
hadfuch a terrific effeA on the oppofing multitude, 
that 8000 of them fled their country the next night ; 
nor did they return till after the death of this 
prince. By thefe inhuman means he at length fup- 
preffed the tumults that difturbed thtf peace of his 
kingdom. 



CHAP. IV. 



Antiochus Dionyjius makes an expedition againft the 
Jews, Jsfurprifed, and routed, by Ar etas, king of 
Arabia. Exploits and death of Alexander. The re- 
gency left to his queen, Alexandra, and his two fons, 
Hyr 
*ft, 



former 

r the influence of 

Pharifees. 

• No. a8. 



himfelf j but Alexandra y at her death, leaves it to 
Hyrcanus. Dijfenthn between the brethren. t A coh* 
promife enfues. 



THOUGH inteftine broils amongft the Jews ExpCfJ j f ; on 
had fubfided, Antiochus Dionyfius, the bro-«/ Ano- 
ther of Demetrius, and thelaft of the race of ScJfiZjSSf* 
leucus, involved Alexander in frefli troubles. This 
prince, having overcome the Arabians,. put Alex- 
ander into fome apprehension for himfelf } fo that 
be ran aline, with a deep ditch, and an high wall, 
before it, with wooden towers, in order to prevent 
any fudden approaches. This line,' or retrench* 
merit, was carried all along the mountains, near 
Antipatis, to the borders of Joppa. But it was 
no obftruclion to the ptogrefe of Antiochus ; for 
he fet fire to the towers^ filled the ditches* and fo 
paflmg over with his army; marched ftrait away 
againft the Arabians, regardlefs of his revenge up- 
on Alexander. 

- 

Aretas, king of Arabia, upon the approach of Hc £££ 
Antiochus, drew his army into ftrong hbldfi,' and Se Ar*/ 
then on a fudden, whetfxhetfatter thou"- 1 ** MmrMbUm 




ire, fell apon him with ten thoufand Horfe. The 
on was obftmate and bloody j for while Antio- 
sfixrvhred, hismen Hood bravely by bim, though 
Arabians made very great daughter. -When it 
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of the battle, they turned their lot iQn 



Ariftobulus 



that were cut off in the engagement and the purftut, 
the army was nearly defti'dyed. Some efcaped into 
the village of Cana, vphere the greater part of them 
perifhed with famine; Tfie people of Damafcus 
haxt fuch an hatred for f*toleiiiy, the fbn of Men- 
iiseus, that they entered" into a league with Aretas, Aretai 
and made him king of Ccelo-Syria. He carried the ™d" 
war into Judasa, defeated Alexander, and then re- 
tired upon mutual agreement. 

Exploits of 

.The king of the Jevvs 
ed Gera£a, and carried it, though fortified with a 
triple circumvallation, making himfelf niafter not 
only of the place, but 'of all the treafure of Theo- 
dore deposited therein. After this lie demolifticd 
Gaulan, Seletf cia, and a place called the Valley of 
Antiochus, together with the ilrohg caftlc of Ga^ 
mara. In thisplace he tookprifoner Demetrius, the 
governor, (a man of infamous dharafter j) and fo 
returned to Jerufalem, where he was received with 
joyful acclamations, after a fuccefs of three ye,grs* 
At the expiration of the war he fell into a quartan 
ague, and being of an opinion that adlion would do 
him go6d, entered into a frefh and unfeafonable 
war, and ftruggling beyond hisftrength, wore him- 
Telf out with fotigue ; and thus cloud the fcene of Hi,dcath 
life in the twenty-feventhyear of his reig 

Alexander left the kingdom to Alexandra, his the rcgen- 
queen, as one that had acquired popularity by her Aicx^dra. 
moderation and virtue f he therefore made no doubt 
of the people's ready Fubrniflion andrefignationto 
her authority . Nor was he deceived in his opinion ; 
for the reputation of her goodnefs atoned for the 
difad vantages of her fex ; being a woman verfed in 
the Jewifli rites aqd'euftoms, and one that had 
given conftant proof of her zeal for the obfervance Hvrcanus 
of thofe h6ly luws. As ilie liad two fons by Alex- ^^4. 
ander, flie made Hyrcanns, the elder^ hjgh-prieft j tificatc. ^ 
not only on account of his feniority, but the inacti- 
vity of his difpofitiou, which would prevent him 
from difturbing the public peace. Ariftobulus, the 
y ounger,being of an en terprizing ipirit,flic thought 
it more expedient to keep him in a private ftation. 

There was amongft the Jews a certain fe& cal- 
led Pharifees, who valued themfelves upon being 
thought more holy than their neighbours, and better 
{killed in the law. Alexandra, who was bigotted in 
her religion to a degree of fuperftition, field thefe 
men in the moft profound reverence upon account 
of their mighty pretenfions ; and they availed them- 
felves fo far of her favourable opinion, as to en- 
groft the honour and privileges of government, re- 
commend to places under administration, and im- 
prifon or difcharge whom they thought proper. 
They referved both the honourable and profitable 
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eotiimiflions of government to thcmfelves; but the 
cares, ^xpenccs, and difficulties, were left to Alex- 
andra She had great fagacity in the conduct of 
affairs ; made a point of augmenting the militia ; 
kept two armies on foot, and a great number of 
foreign auxiliaries in pay, which rendered her re- 
Aicsandw *P e #ahle at home, and formidable abroad. But 
covcrncd though (he had thus far the command of others, 
B^hePh a . flle ^ as herfelf under t^eabfolute dominion of the 

Pharifees. 

The leaders of this feftcau fed Diogenes, a man 
of the firft rank, and a particular friend of the late 
king, to be put to death, upon a (uggeftion that 
he had a concern in crucifying the eight hundred 
prifonets at the command of Alexander* *fey, 
further, they prevailed with the queennot tofuffer 



They op- 



rei* the 
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tiers prefer their Juit to Pottipey^ who treats tk? 
younger with great contempt. They plead their cauft \ 
before Pompey. Ariftobulus fubmtts to Pompey y and 
is made his prifoner. Jerufalem befieged^ and the ' 
temple taken by affault. Moderation of Pompey. 
He declares Hyrcanus high-prieft. Ariftobulus and. 
family carried away prifoner s to Rome. 

THE fudden elevation of Ariftobulus to the - 
royal dignity was a great mortification to his . 
enemies, anoefpecially to Antipater, with whomhe 
had been long at variance* Antipater was byex«< 
tra&ion anldumcfcan, and, for birth and eftate, a 

man of the firft rank in the country* Hyrcanus be* Amfe 
irig now depofed, and arrogantly deprived of bisrP°S 
dominions, Antipater adviled him to apply to Are-; to2 



runner, tney prevailed witn tne queennot toiutrer tas> king of Arabia, for affiftance towards the r&m 
one man to cfcape that was anadvifer to thathor- covei . y £ fhh k ; nffdom ; employing his own inter- SB 



rible proceeding. The queen was fo .captivated, 
that file would deny them nothing ; fo that under 
the colour of fiich prevailing influence, they de- 
ftroyed whom they pleafed, and carried their vio- 
lence to fucli lengths, that no good man was fafe ; 
infomuch, that leveral perfons of condition were 



covery of his kingdom ; employing his own ; imer.*a2 
eft, at the fame time, 1 with Aretas, to gain the pointy { & 
by cenfuring the ufurpation of Ariftobulus, andap* * 
plauding the pacific difpofition of Hyrcanus. He .v. 
adduced arguments fupported by the honour of 
contributing to thereftpration of a much injured 
king, and enforced then* by reprefenting it as.be- 



the prerogative of royalty 



forced to take fa n a:uary with Ariftobulus, who coming the charafter of k great prince to vindicate 
perfuaded his mother to fpare thofe perfons out of 11 

refpeft to their dignity, and forthe future to expel 
thofe froi^i the city whom fhe might fufpeft of hav- 
ing been guilty. This being granted, they were 
banifhed, inftead of being put to death. 
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taken by 



Alexandra, about this time, fentan army toDa- 
mafcus,upon a pretext that Ptolemy grievoufly op- 
prefled that city, and got pofTe/Jlon of it without 
Alexandra. an y confiderable rcfiftance. Cleopatra was now 

belicged inPtolemais, by Tigranes, king of Arme- 
nia, while Alexandra plied him with prefents and 
propofals ; but Lucullus having already entered 
Armenia with a Roman army, he marched away 
to prevent further mifchief at home. 

Soon after this Alexandra fell dangeroufly ill ; 
whereupon the younger brother, Ariftobulus, with 
a train of adherents, in the .prime of youth, faith- 

feizMon 0 ' ^ an( * a ve ' £ ot P 0 ^ e ^ on °f tit* caftles, feized 
the C king- what money he could find, engaged a body of aux- 
doro. iliary troops, and declared himfelf king. Hyrca- 
nus complaining of this ufurpation to his mother, 
Ihe fofarcommiferated his cafe, that fhe caufed the 
wife and fons of Ariftobulus to be confined in the 
caftle on the north fide of the temple, formerly cal- 
led Baris,and after wards Antoniaunder the govern- 
ment of Anthony, as Sebafte and Agrippias drew 
their names from Auguftus and Agrippa. Alex- 
andra, after a reign of nine years, departed this 
life, before ihe could revenge herfelf upon Arifto- 
Sexa^dw. hulusfor endeavouring to depofe his brother. 



Having thus pre-difpofed Aretas in- favour of 

Hyrcanus, Antipater conveyed him out of the city 

by night, and brought hini, witfc tfte, utmofbexpe- 

dition, to Petra, the royal palace of Arabia; where Area* 

he corifigned him, with plaufibje words* and ifilriip-M* ! 

tuous.preients, to the c^are and protection of th? H/ioai 

king/wbbpromife.tf ^ '-^ 
to reftore him to his crown. 



To this end he entered Judasa with an army of 

50,000 men, horfe and foot ; fo tli^t Ariftobulus^ 

through inferiority iri point of numbers, being iprimojw. 

capable of making refiftance, was routed at the firft 

charge, and forced to |ake faji<$U3ry in JerufaleraV.fi^t. 

He was there befiesfed : and had certainly been ' ^ 

taken, if Scaurus, tKe Roman general,' had notfea- I'ijrSS 
fonably interppfed^aiid raifed the fiege. Pompey 

the Great, who was , then at war with Tigranei 
fent Scaurus, with an army, out of Armenia7into 
Syria ; but, upon his arrival at Damafcu^,'He found 
the place taken byMetuIlus and Lellius, and tb<$* 
troops drawn off. Receiving intelligence . of !th'e 
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ftate of affairs in Judaea/ he thought it riioft cxpc- Sc3 ?T 
dient to bend hiscourfe that way, and had no fobner jS**'] 
reached the borders, than he was encountered by 
two deputies from the brothers,, who had each of 
them inftru&ion$ to implore the afliftance of the 
Romans for their refpeftive mafters. But the three 
hundred talents pre{ented by the deputy of Arifto- 
bulus, had much more weight than the pretenfions 



She left Hyrcanus all (he poffeflfed, and I tranf- c f his brother Hyrcanus, as appears from anherald 



mitted the government to him while (he was living; 
Difpttte* but Ariftobulus was much his luperior in power 
iheTro- and magnanimity. The difpute between the two 
then for brothers came to a battle near Jericho, where the 
&m* mS " greater part of Hyrcanus's men went over to Ari- 
ftobulus, while he, with his wretched partizans, 
efcaped, with much difficulty, into Antonia where 
they had their fecurity, the wife and fons of Ari- 
rhey come ftobulus being there in cuftody. The brothers, 

however, before matters proceeded to extremities, 
came to this agreement, that Hyrcanus (hould yield 
up the kingdom to Ariftobulus, and content hira- 
felf with fuch honours and privileges as belonged 
to the dignity of the king's brother. The reconci- 
liation being interchangeably declared in the tem- 
ple, they embraced each other, and Ariftobulus 
repaired to the royal palace, while Hyrcanus went 
to the former refidencc of his brother. 



being fent by Scaurus to Hyrcanus and the Arabi- 
ans, threatening therewith therefentment ofjPomr 
pey and the Roman fenate, unlefs they immedi- 
ately raifed the. fiege. Aretas, terrified fato-com-T^*^ 
pliance, withdrew with precipitation out of Judaea iJ^m 
into Philadelphia and Scaurus returned to Ba;- 
mafcus. Ariftobulus, not fatisficd with his efqape, 
aflembled alUhis forces, and purfued the enemy to 
a place called Papyron, where he engaged them, 
and cut off above fix thoufand of their men, and 
amongft the reft Cephalon, the brother of An- 
tipater. 
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CHAP. V. 



Hyrcanus^ at the inftance of Antipater •, applies for 
affiance^ in the recovery of his kingdom , to Aretas^ 
king of Arabia , who enters Judaea with a formi- 

; dable army \ forces Ariftobulus into Jerufalem^ and 
be fieges him there. Scarnu$ r the Roman general^ 
tempted by a bribe, raifes the fiege. The two bro- 



Hyrcanus and Antipater, thus deprived ofthj5ir a ^ 
hoj>esfrom the Arabians, transferred the fame tOandA^ , 

their very adyerfaries ; and upon Pompey's entering gp"^ 
Syria, and coming to Dainafcus, caft themfejves 

upon his honour for protection. They ufed tlfe 
fame means &f prefents and arguments which they 
had done with Aretas ; entreating Pompey to con- 
fider the violent ufurpation of Ariftobulus, and the 
right of Hyrcanus, as well with refpeA tofeniori- 
ty as chara Aer. Ariftobulus, relying upon his iilter- 
eft with Scaurus, arrayed himfelf in royal attire, and 
prefented.his perfon to Pompey with the train and 
equipage of a king. But finding that his affumin" 




of royal dignity had no weight with Pompey, an 
difdaming a fervrle application, he abruptly topk 
his departure, and returned to Diofpolis. . . 
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The: arrogant behaviour of Ariftobulus gaye 
Pompey great offence, a moft defirable circum* 
ftance to Hyrcanus and his adherents* He imme- 
diately drew out his Roman troops, and {bine Sy* 
flan auxiliaries, and marched after limit When he 
had pafled Pella and Scy thopolis, and came to Co- 
rea, upon the borders of Judsca, in the Mediterran- 
ean paflage, he heard that Ariftobulus was fled to 
Alexaudrion, a ftrong hold, fituated on an high 
mountain, whither he fent, and commanded him to 
come down to him . Ariftobulus, naturally proud 
and ambitious, could not brook this imperious 
mandate and therefore determined to run all ha- 
zards rather than comply with it : but, through 
the murmuring of the people, and the preffing in«* 
ftances, of his friends, to confider the power of the 
Romans, and the urgency of the cafe, he w^s at 
length prevailed upon to come down ; arid after 
(peaking in defence of his pretentions^ went tip 
again.' He afterwards, at the requifition of his bro-* 
ther, came down a fecond time j and when rfiey had 
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put all things in order for an attack.:, Hyrcanusaud * J : v " ■:' 
his party contributing. the belt they couuk both m - i : 
action and council, tp hiMfufhuicc, rt i<; 
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The firft bufin 




ley upon the nortfr 
diers were obliged to 'carn'mk'ti^^J^^'^ii jSurl 
pofe< It was a work of infinite ddb^cft jbd^ Witli 
refpcA to the prodigious depth, and the advanVax^ 
the Jews had of annoying them f^oni wiexr fqpeyior 
ftation. Nor could the Romans haVd (ucccecled in 

their efforts, hadnoCPortpey &mVtoU&$bcitf$ the 
Jews ftria obfertarice of theft 'feV^t^aay ofYaK 
bath, This great tauter* ; l^~$g^t l $e j}f$ 
made a tonfeieiice of doing an^' wdrk 'ujpbV&at 
day, but what was bf i^bfolntV^Weffity; eithe^op 
the Atpport of TifeV Qir the de$tty£ of it in Mfe pf 
immediate danger, commanded his Iptdi'ers only £q 
ply their entrenchments oh th^t day : Without any 
other aft of holffiityV When tfre ground' wak hi>v£ 
levelled, the bulwarks advanced** With &ronz> ancj 



each of them preferred their refpe&ive claims to J"* 5 tur * ct * P* an « e 4 W° n J hc ^\?^^^i% 



pompey,returhed without the leaftmoleftation. He 
was now divided between hope and fear, and alter 



Romans, with certain engines they had" brought 
from Tyre, began the battery j the foldiers, at thfc 
fame time, beating the defendants out of the tow-." 



nately difpofed to fubmiffion and refiftance, till, ™e ™nc, ™*™£ ™* aexenoanxs out or tne tow. 

mnnn mature deliberation, he was refolved to <rn nn crs above, with ftones fr pin the Walls, tU], W tho 



upon mature deliberation, he was refolved to go up 
to the caftle again, left lie fliould be tempted to 
do any thing derogatory to his royal ftate* 

» 

Pompey was now ftrongly inclined to take pdfleft 
fion of the caftle; but being told that Ariftobulus 
hadgivenapofitive charge to all the governors to 

H?vcr" u * atteni ' to no or ^ ers ^ ut thole, under his oWn hand 
iuSiewandfeal, he commanded him to write to them fever 

£TS* ra "'y^ to ^ e '" lver them up immediately upon the fight 
|JfM to cn. of his letters • Ariftobulus obeyed the injun&ion ; 
pgeWra- Outwent away, indifguftand indignation, to Jeru- 
salem, meditating a war with Pompey.. 

The Romans did not give him time to make pre- 
pupations to withftand a liege, buthaftened imme- 
diately after him ; and he was incited to an expedU 
^StotUon in his progrefs, by the intelligence he received 

at Jericho of the death of Mithridates. This is 
the moft fruitful country of Judaea, bearing a vaft 
number of palm-trees, befides the balfam-tree, the 
juice of which, upon the incifion of the bark with 
afharp ftone, drops down like tears. He ftaid there 
finbmidion that night, and pofted away the next morning for 
Wui" ft °" Jerufalem. Ariftobulus, alarmed at this expedi- 
tion, caft himfelf, atPompe^'s feet, with fupplica- 
tions and tears : he made him promifes of money, 
and propofals of giving up both the city, and his 
own perfon, into Pompey's hands. This appeafed 
him for the prefent } but Ariftobulus did not per- 
form the conditions ; for, when Gabinius was fent 
to receive the money, his partizans would not ad<» 
mit him into the city. 

h This prevaricating behaviour irritated Pompey 

goaw to fo great a degree, that he kept Ariftobulus pri~ 
joofaicm. f oner ^ an j advanced to the city, took a view of the 

fortifications,"^rnd cpnfidered upon what quarter 
to attack it. He obferved that the walls were 
ftrong and impregnable, and the temple fo invinci- 
bly fure, that if the city itfelf was taken, the work 
would be but half accomplished. 

j/*" While Pompey was deliberating upon the moft 
jemfaiem. expedient means to purfue, a violent (edition ai'ofe 

in the town, between the parties of Ariftobulus and 



end, they were tired out with the labour. 

* » • - 

Pompey could not but adnaire the; fortitude of 
thefe people, and more elpecially in this 1 particular, 
that, in the midft of extremity and danger, they 
never dilcontinued the Ceremonies of their religion, 

but offered up their daily prayers, and Sacrifices as 
regularly as if it had been a time of profound peace f 

Not, indeed, did they relax in their attention, to Di- 
vine worfhip, even after the temple was adlually 
| taken, and many were {lain befqre the altar. In icfitakci) 
fliort after a three months fiege, and the loft Q f b / a ^" lc - 
only one tower, the temple was taken by aflaujt. 

The firft that entered the breach was Fauftu* 
Cornelius, the fon of Syllja j and after him Furius 
and Fabius, two centurions, with their cohorts, who 
befet the temple, and put to the fword all that fell 
in their way ♦ There were fe veral priefts at that time JfefJ^ 
in the very exercife of their holy fiih<3:ipn, who, airar. 
with the point of the fword at their breafts, went on. 
with their oblations arid incenfe, without any regard 
to the fafcty of their lives, out of a veneration tjicy 
had for the duties of their profeffion. The greater 
part of them were llain by their own countrymen of 
the adverle fa&ion ; and an innumerable multitude 
threw the mfelves down precipices : others, in a rage 
of defperation, fetlh'e to what they could reach a? 
bout the walls, and thin caft thepifelves into the Grca £ 
flames. There perifhed in this outrage ia,ooo of p^ c cef 
the Jews. Few of the Romans were {lain, but great J CRr «- 
numbers wounded* 

But nothing affefted the Jewifli nation fo much 
in their prefent calamities, as that their holy place, 
which had hitherto been feen by none, Ihouldbe e3t- 
pofed to the view of ftrangers. Pompey, with a 
train of attendants^ went into the temple itfelf, 
where it was not lawful for any but the high-prielfc 
to enter, and few what was deppfited therein, the 
candlefticks 0 lamps, and tables for incenfe, with po- 
ther veftels, all of gold, a mals of fpices, with aooo 
talents of facred trealiipe. Yet fuqh was his Kberar- ThemoJc 
lity, that he would not fuffer any thing to be touch- pom p n C y! 
ed that was dedicated tp Divine worfhip, but com- 



Hyrcanus. The former were for putting the mat- I manded the minifters about the temple, the very 



ter to the decifion of an engagement, and rescuing 
their king by dint of arms ; the other for opening 
thegates,and admittingPompeyinto the town with- 
out any oppolition. This was the fenfe of the ma- 
jority, from the awe in which they held the Romans, 
The friends of Ariftobulus, upon this, retired into 
the temple, and cut down the bridge of communi- 
cation betwixt that and the city, determining to 
maintain it to the laft. But as the others had re- 
ceived the Romans into the city, and put them into 
the palace, Pompey fent Pifo, one of his general of- 
ficers, with a ftrong detachment, to take pofTelfion of 
it. When he perceived the obftinacy of the Jews 
^ra ? Sf ^ c ^ n ^ l emple v and that there was no longer any 

hopeof accommodati ng he pofted his <ruards, and 
No. 



?ompey 

prepare* 
•or an at 



next day^ after he had taken it, to fuperintend the 
purification of it, and g;o on with their ceremonies 
as before. 

He alfo declared Hyrcanus high-prieft, in con- Hemakcs 
fiderationof the good offices he had rendered him, "ig'h-^ai 
both in the fiege and otherwife, by drawing off 
great numbers of the fa&Jon from Ariftobulus, By 
thefe means, like a wife and good man, he fecured 
himfelf the affections of the people. Amongft the 
captives was the father-in-law of Ariftobulus, who 
was alfo his uncle. Pompey caufed the principal 
authorjsof the revolt tobebeheaded ; and conferred 
uponFauftus, and thofe of his party who had fig- 
nalized their bravery, the moft honourable rewards. 
Hcimpofeda tributeupon Judasa j took away from 
a E % - 
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own bounds. He rebuilt Gadara, which they had 
deftroyed, tp gratify dcmetriu^ 0119 Pf his freemen, 
and a jptive of $.lje r jilace. Withj refped: to tlie in- 
land cities ofHippiQn,.Scythopolis, P^lla, Samaria, 
]VIarifla, Aiotus, Jamnia, and Avethiifa, and theiea- 
coaft'tovvh^pf Gaza^ Joppa ? ,Dora, and that which 
wks formerly called StratonVTower, and after- 
wardsCefarca hytlcrod, whobeautifiedit with mag- 
iiificient buildings^ he took them all from the Jews, 
to reftore tlienp to. their inhabitants, and fo joined 
them tp th^ prpxince pf Syria. After, the parting of 
thefe oIrders,and'fettlingScaurus inthe government 
of Jjidasa, and of all the country of Egypt to the 
borders of the Euphrates, with the command of two 
legions, Pompey haftened to Rome by way of Gili- 
cia, carrying Arifliobulus, and his family, prifoners 
with" him y that, U, two daughters, and two fons^ 
Alexander arid* Antigonus ; the former of whom 
made his efcapeoh his paflage*; but the latter, with 
his filters* were carried to Rome. 



Gabinius came up to the caftle, lie offered an atSt of 
iildemnity. to all defcrters' that would cpme'oVer 
to JiiiYi, arid join him before the battle ;.but aj^hey 
were too" haughty to lifteh to 'terms of a c com mo* 
dation, he" fell upon him, flew~great numbers, an^ ^ 
fliut up the reft in the citadel.. iVfai'k Anthony figl 
nalized himfelf in this a&ion, and though upou^N 
every occafion he difplaycd bis valour anil cori- 
du£t, he Teems upon the prefeut to; have .put* 
done himfelf. 
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Scaurns makes war upon Arctas, king of Arabia^ and 
• compounds with' him for a ftipulated fum. Alexander 
is defeated by Gabinius^ and 1 retires to Alexandrion. 
Mark Anthony ftgnalizes his valour. Jakes 1 feveral 
cities from- the -Jews and reftores them to their former 
inhabitants.'- Gabinius changes the government ' of 
Judaea^ and commits the care of the temple to Hyr- 
canus* Ariftobulus is defeated by the Romans. Sent 
back to Rome. . Gabinius vanquifttes Alexander. Graf- 
fits fheceeds Gabinius , and comes into Judaea. Rifles 
the temple , and lojes both his life and army. 



?bwamm1u tl 7 ^° cra &£y> that he could not advance without the 

greateft difficulty. He laid waftePalla and its en- 



virons 



encoun 



ter, through want of proyifions for his army. Hyr- 
canus, however, at length found means, by the.«a£, 
fiftance of Antipater, to furnifli him with a fuppiy.. 
Scaurus, well knowing that there was a good iin- 
derftanding fubftfting between Antipater and Are-, 
tas, prevailed witli the former to go to him upon 
terms of amity, and endeayour to bring him to 
confent to a compofition of the war for a iiipulated 
film of money. Antipater undertook the commif- 
fion, and brought the king of Arabia into compli- 



Gabinius, leaving a fufficient force before the 
caftle, took a view ofall the cities and towns inthe 'J-J^ 68 
province, withanintentipn of repairing thofeth^t mm * 
had fiiftained damage, and rebuilding, ihofe that 
had been deftroyed. He then gave peremptory or- 

ders for the repeopling of Scythopolis, Samaria* 
Anthedon, Apollonia, Jamnia, Raphia, Mariffa, 
Dora, Gadaza, Azotus, and feveral other places,' 
where the inhabitants came flocking in with theutr % . 
raoft joy to refame ther former habitations.' 

When Gabiiiiushad thus difpofed of thefe places, 
he returned' to the fiee;e~of Alexandrion, and car- 
ried it on with renewed vigour. Alexander was fo 
alarmed at the defperate fituation of his affairs, Aieunfe 
that he fent ambafladors with an abfolute refigna- th^l 
tion of himfelf to his pleafure, an acknowledge- Gabinia, 
ment of his errors, and a folicitation for pardon. 
They were commiflioned to tender to him not only 
Machserus and Ilyrcanion, but Alexandrion itfelf.v 
This offer being made and accepted, Gabinius de- 
moliflied them all at the inftance of /Alexander's 
mother, left they might prove the occafion of ano- 
ther war. Such was her tendernefs for her hufband 
and children that were carried prifoners to Rome 
that {he omitted no application nor addrefij that 
might ingratiate hcrfelf with the general. 

After this Gabinius brought Hyrcanus to Jerufa- 
lem,. committed the temple to his charge, app o int-^^ 
ed officers for the civil adminiftration, and divided ihtcJ^ 
the whole province of Judaea into five jurisdictions. 
The firft was Jerufalem, the fecond Gadara, the tank 
third Amathus, the fourth Jericho, and the fifth £™ m " 
Sepphoris, a city of Galilee. It gave great fatis- 
faition to the. people to find themfclves delivered 
from a monarchy to an ariftocracy . 

It w^as norlong before Ariftobulus afforded occa- . 

fion for new di"«' m *b2mr*»?:- Hptnn^lp h i « f» fn n r» fVr»rr» Ariftobata* 

Rome, and col 



1 



* .» 



iliiirbances. He made his efcape frora A f iflola 
Ile&cd a great body of Jew?, partly'uS 



and Oafci 
newwa- 



through love of innovation, and partly through 
the regard they bore him. His firft attempt was the cmta 
repairing of Alexandrion, but upon information, ' 



ance with the proppfal ; who,enteri.ngintoanagree- 11 that Sifenna, Anthony, and Servilius were march- 
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ment to pay three hundred talents as the purchafe 
of a peace, Scauras drew his army out of Arabia. 
Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, who efcaped 
from Pompey, had by this. time, raifed a confide- 
rable body of men, was ravaging Judaea, and prefix- 
ing fo hard upon Hyrcanus, that J erufalem was fup- 

pofed to be in danger, upon a prefnmption that the 
walls which Pompey had beaten down were not as 
yet repaired. But Gabinius, the fucceflbr of Scau- 
rus, an officer eminent for his conduct and valour, 
being fent into Syria, and marching againft him, 
Alexander found the neceflity of putting himfelf in 
the beft pofture of defence againft fo formidable an 
enemy. Hehadraifed an army,confiftingof 10,000 
foot, and 1500 horfe ; and had fortified feveral de- 
fenfihle places, as Alexandrian, Hyrcanus, and Ma- 
cha:rus, near the mountains of Arabia. 

Gabinius fent Mark Anthony before him, with a 
detachment of fome of Antipater's choice troops, 
and a great number of Jews, under Milichus and 
Pitholaus to join him. Gabinius himfelf followed 
with the main body, and advanced towards Alex- 
ander, who, finding himfelf fo greatly overpowered J 
in number, was forced to retire. But Gabinius 
pr.cfling upon him in his retreat, came up with him, 
and engaged him not far from Jerufalem, where he 
loft 6000 men j of whom 3000 fell in the action, and 
the remainder were taken alive ; while he himfelf 



He 11 roar 



ing towards him with an army from Gabinius, he 
withdrew to Machcerus, where he difmifled the un- 
profitable multitude, and took with him only A 
body of eight thoufand men.well armed, includ- 
ing a thoufand fugitive Jews, that Pitholaus. had 
brought out of Jerufalem. , The Romans followed 
them clofe, and brought them to a&ipn. Alexan- 
der and his men behaved gallantly upon the occafionj 
but in the end being overpowered with numbers, 
the Romans obtained a decifive vi<5tory ; five thou- f/^,^ 
fand were flain upon the fpot, two thoufand with- Room 
drew to an hill and made a little ftand, and the 
other thoufand with Ariftobulus himfelf cut their 
way through the Roman army, and. marched to 
Macharrus. Though upon their arrival there 
they found it in ruins/rAriftobulus did not defpair 
of gaining time enoligh by a truce to repair the- 
caftle, and reinforce his army. 

The Romans in the mean time plied the attack!, 
and at the end of two days, after a very brave re- 
fiftanceon the part of the befieged, took the place, 
with Ariftobulus and his fon Antigonus, that fled 
from Rome with him. They were both bound and 
fent to Gabinius, and thence to Rome again. The 
fenate put the father under confinement, but fent 
the fon back to Judaea, at the inftance of Gabinius, 
who had pro.mifed as much to the wife of Arifto- 
bulus upon the delivery of the caftles. 
. Gabinius was now preparing for a war upon the 



fled with thole that efcaped toAlexandrion. When j Partbians, but Ptolemy having quitted the Eu- 
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phrates, and being on his return from Egypt, gave 
him a div'crfion. Hyrcanus: and Antipater aftbrtled 
hinKillpoflible affiftance, Supplying him with meni 
money, arms, corn ; in fine, with all provisions ne- 
cefiary for carrying on a war. They alfo prevailed 
AtonJcr w jth the Jews, that guarded the avenues to ^Pclu- 
Sriojw!"* fitini , to let Gabinius pafsover at his return^ His 
*° departure fo alarmed the other places of Syria, 

and caufed fuch a revolt aimongft " thfe ; Jews, that 
Alexander, the fon Ariftobulus, having collected a 
vaft multitude of people, took tip a fcfolutibh to 
put every' Roman to death that wasto'be Found 
in that quarter. The general was not infehfiblfc of 
the clanger, and the (edition lncreafing/ he? made 
ufe of his in tcreft with Antipater to bring matterfc 
to anaccommodation. But Alexahderbeitfo-'^ wart- 
like prince, arid having, an arxriy of thirt^tffoijfand 
men, was eager to come to ah engagemctit/ v^hich 
accordingly fell out near the mountain of Itabyr. 
Ten thoufand of Alexander's army were flain upon 
the fpot, and the reft routed and difperfed. Gabi- 
nius then returned to Jerusalem, to fettle the go- 
vernment, according to tlie advice of Antipater. 
Thence he marched after the Nabathceans, haying 
privately difcharged two Parthian deferters that 
came over to him, Mithridates and Orfanes, pre*- 
tending to the- foldiers that they had made their 
efcapc. 



mount Libaqus, Tent h&foffiPWiippion'to Aflcalon',. 
to the.wirfow of Arlrtobulusl in' order to ISri'n fc with 
Him his Ton Antiginfe, 1 and his dau^Ktcrs. PhU 
lippion became enapibufed of the youiVger, who'fe 
h a iii e was Alexandra, and. took her to wife,' for 
wlijchhis father caufed -him to be flain; and' af- 
terwards married her himfelfr'.'.^his alliance 
greatly attached him to her brother' AntiWoniisV 
and her fitter. ' . /' ' 
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If over- 
come l>y 
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Oh'the demife of Pompey,- Antipater changed 
his fyftem of politics, and made cbivt-t<» Giefifth 
and Mithridates, ofPergamus, finding; a ftop put to 

his Forces 
uiium, he 

halted with his ar*hy at Aftalon, arid hot drily pre- 

ftranger, but raifed, upon his own account, three 
thouland well armed Jews./ He brought . alfo feye* 
ral of the leading mi?ri ; of Syria-ihtp the party, ^3 
Ptolemy of Libanu^ rJanj.bHcus, and another Pto T 
leriiy j iothat men of tlij^ir reputation andintereft 
induced the whole country to engage in this .war* 
Mithridates finding himfelf, through, ttie help of 
Antipater, in a condition to ent^r upon a&ion, 
marched forwards to . Pqlufium, and, upon the in-**^/ 
habitants oppofing his pafTage, laid fiege to the city. ?hridate£ 

Antipater added to the honour he had acquired by JStatoSST 
his intrepid, behaviour in this encounter ; for he 
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fucceeJ* 
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Craflus, who fucceeded Gabinius in the govern-^ | was the firft man that mounted the breach, and 
ment of Syria, rifled thetemple not only of the two II enteredcthe town with his people after him. 



1 thoufand talents that Pompey left untouched, but 
all the gold that was depofited there, for the pur- 
pofe of carrying on the Parthian war. Upon this 
he pafled the Euphrates, where he himfelf was loft^ 
together with his army. 

CrafTus was fucceeded by Caffius, who put a ftop 
to the Parthians, when they were juftready to break 
into Syria. He was no fooner inpofleflion of his 
government, than he marched into Juda?a, took 
Tarichrea,and carried off near three thoufand Jews 
into bondage. He alfo caufed to be put to death 
Pitholaus, who hadfupported thefeditious follow- 
ers of Ariftobulus, and this through the advice of 
Antipater. Gypris, the wife of Antipater, was a 
noble Arabian, by whom he had four fons, Pha- 
Progt . nrof fael, Herod, afterwards king, Jofeph, and Pherb- 
Am^er. ras, and one daughter, whofe name was Salome. 

He was a man universally beloved for his many 
excellent qualities ; but his moft particular friend 
was the king of the Arabians, to whom he recom- 
mended the care of his children when he under- 
took the war againft Ariftobulus. When Caffius 



had forced Alexander to come to terms, and re- Antipater 



Thus was Pelufiuni taken : but the Egyptian 
Jews, of the province of Onias, flopped their fur- 
ther progrefs. Antipaterj howover,.prevailed with 
theni riot only to offer no hoftilitie.s, bijt to furniffi 
provifions for the army. This* example wrought 
Co far upon the people of Memphis, that, of their aSSeicd 
own accord, they delivered therafelvcs up to Mith* «p to mi- 
ridates. Upon this he went on to Delta, and en- thri(ktCf - 
gaged the rcift of the Egyptians at a place called 
1C The camp of the Jews/' where Mithridates, and 
the whole right wing, were in extreme danger, of .. 
being totally cut off; but Antipater having already 
broken the enemy's other wingy wheeled about, Anr - patcr 
paffedthe back of the river* andcaqie \ip,fo feafon- fignahzei 
ably to the refcue of MithridateSj that he turned ^ftThe 
np^nhis pnrfuers, flew many of them, and followed Egypt»an». 
the remainder to their camp, which- he plundered, 
and all this with .thclofs, of only fourfcore men on 
his fide. Mithridates loft in the purfuit about eight 
hundred men. He efcaped with his life beyond all 
expc<5lation, and became an irreproachable witnefs 
to the Roman emperor of the gallant exploits of commtnd* 



Casfar was fo frank and sfenerous in him to 



he returned to -his poft at the Eu- || his profeflions and acknowledgments to this great co'^up! 

man, that he became more and more zealous and «n him the 
ambitious, upon everj r occafion^ to lay clown his hlmoaw. 
life for fo illuftrious a mafter. He needed no 
other proofs of his fidelity and courage than the 
hbnoijrable marks he wore on his body, When 
Casfar had fettled the affairs of Egypt, and returned 
into Syria, he gave Antipater the privilege of a 



main quiet, 

phtates, to take pofleffion of the pafs,and prevent 
the inroad of the Parthians. 

C H*A P. VII. 

* • 

Jrifiobulus releafed by Julius Caefar, emperor of Rome 9 
and afterwards taken. off by. Pompey* s fattion j as is 



his fan Alexander by Sc'ipio. Antipater cultivates the II citizen of Rome^ arid rendered him at once an ob- 
friendfiip of.Caefar 9 and performs many heroic ac- |}je# of admiration and envy, by the fin gular tokens 

of refpeft and efteem he conferred upon him; On 
his account he confirmed Hyrcanus in the dignified 



tions. 



Csfat rc- 
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UPON the fudden flight of Pompey, and the Ro- 
man fenate, beyond the Ionian fea, Julius Cse- 
far was left in the folepofleflionof the empire, and 
immediately releafed Ariftobulus from his bonds. 
He then difpatched him with two legions into 

Syria ; taking it for granted, that the country 
would fumbit on the appearance of the Roman fol- 

diery upon their borders. But the expectation of 
the emperor, and the confidence of Ariftobulus, 
were both disappointed, the latter being foon poi- 
foned by fome of Pompey's facStion. The body was 
embalmed, and lay fome time uninterred, till An- 
thony caufed it to be tranfported to Judaea, and 
there depofited in the royal fepulchre. Nor did 
Alexander, his fon, long furvivehis father ; for he 
was beheaded by Scipio, at Antioch, according to 
the direftion of Pompey, upon an^accufation exhi- 
bited againft him before his tribunal, for feditious 
practices 'againft the Pvomans. But Ptolemy, the 
fon of Mennasus, and prince of Chalcis, upon 
No. 18. 



office of high-prieft. 



CHAP. VIII. 

* 

• » 

Anti genus, addrcjfes himfelf to Caefar, and^ contrary to 
' defign^ promotes the intereft of Antipater. Caefar 
appoints Hyrcanus to the pontificate y and Antipater 
to the government of. Judaea. Antipater prefers his 
fons Phafael and Herod. Herod is cited to appear be* 
fore the council, and acquitted of the charge exhibited 
: againft him. He is declared general in Syria and Sa~ 



^maria. 



Sextus Caefar is taken off, by the treachery of 



BaffaSy and fucceeded by Marcus. . 

♦ 

BOUT this time Antigomis, the fon of Arifto- 
/Vbulus, addreflcd himfelf to Gas far, and became, ^^°JJ US 
very contrary to his defign, the means of the ad-n^nus 
vancement of Antipater. He feems to have been a ^ d c A b n c ^" 
a&ua&d by a defire of pouring fourth the moft ex- forcocfar, 
a E 3 
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travagant invectives a gain ft Hyrcanus and Antipa* 
ter, as having expelled Jiim and his brethren from 
their native country, and opprefTed the public to 
gratify, their own ambition arid caprice. He alfo 
represented;' that the affiftaiice they fenttoCasfarin 
Egypt, was from a motive of fear rather than good- 
will, hoping to atone, in fome meafure, for the? ferr 
vices they had formerly rendered to Pompey • "Now 
if he had adhered to matter of fa£t, he would have 
imputed the death of his father tp the inftrunien- 
tality of Pompey's faction, and complained of Sci- 
pio's barbarity towards his brother. 

Antipater* to obviate effectually thefe reproaches, 
threw afidefonie parts of his garment, and expofed 
his wounds as a teftimony of his loyalty to Csefar, 
enforced by remarking, * c that he could not but 
" wonder at the confidence of Antigonus, thefbn 
" of an enemy to the Romans, a fugitive, and, like 
cc his father, a (editious incendiary, in exhibiting acr 
" cufations to Casfar againft the moft faithful and 
cc dutiful of his fubj efts, and irififting upon preten- 
<c fions to merit of which he was wholly devoid ; and 
cc thathis defire in obtaining power, was to employ 
u it in oppofing the will of his benefactor. 99 

Ca»far was fo wrought upon by this manly con- 
duel, that he declared Hyrcanus well qualified for 
the office of high-prieft, and gave Antipater the 
liberty of nominating his commiflion. As he re- 
ferred this matter to the good pleafure of his maf- 
ter, the emperor conftituted him governor of Ju- 
drea, with the .additional favour of permiffion.to 
repair the walls of his country. Thefe honorary 



graved 

the table hung up in the capitol, as a memorial of 
the deferts of Antipater, and his own juftice. 



When Antipater had conduced the emperor to 

the borders of Syria, he returned to Judasa, where 

the firft thing he did was to rebuild the walls of 

Jerufalem, that Pompey had caufed to be over- 
thrown. He then made a tour through the pro- as to the fteps he fhould purfue, apprehending the 



He repairs 
the walls 
of Jerufa- 

padriwthe vince to prevent diforders, and keep the peace j 
tumuiw. giving the people to nnderftand, that, if they be- 
haved with due reverence towards Hyrcanus, they 
fhould live in plenty and happinefs : but if they 
fhould prove retrogade, and defirousof advancing 
themfelvesby the ruin of their country, they would 
find Antipater, inftead of a gentle governor, a 
rigid matter ; and Hyrcanus a cruel tyrant, inftead 
of a gracious prince. 

Not withftanding this apparent deference paid to 



of Herod in particular, raifed this ignoble paffioxi 
in the heart of Hyrcanus. There were not want- 
ing, as in all palaces, adulating fycophants, toun- 
derminethe fons of Antipater, through a jealoufy 
of the fame they had obtained with the people* 
They fuggefted to this end , that it was derogatory to 
the oignity of Hyrcanus, that the adminiftratioit 
of government fhould be divided betwixt Antipa- 
ter andhisfons, while he held but an empty name; 
that it was abfurd in him to fet up kings in oppo- 
fltion to himfelf ; and that they difclaimed his au- 
thority in their general conduct ; but more efpe- * 
cially in the inftance of Herod's caufing fo many to 
be put to death, in dired: violation of the Jewift 
law, 'and without any mandate from him. Jn fhort, 
they demanded if Herod was a private man or a 
king .; referring, that if he was only the former, he 
was amenable to. the king himfelf, and to the laws 
of his country, for the murder of fo many inno- 
cent perfons. 

Hyrcanus was gradually incenfed by thefe infihu- 
ations to fo violent a pitch, that he commanded «poa> 
the proper officers to fummon Herod to make his ^| ilc ?* 
appearance for trial. Herod, confeious of his in- hwVjS 
nocence, with the advice of his father, fecured his 
garrifon in Galilee, and repaired to Jerufalem, 
taking with him only a competent guard for the 
fecurity of his perfon, without any defign of offer- 
ing an affront to Hyrcanus. Sextus Ca*far, how- 
ever, anxious for his fafety, fent a peremptory re- 
quifition to him to acquit Herod of the charge al- 
ledged againft him. Hyrcanus feemeddifpofed to . 
compliance; but Herod, too cautious to depend 
upon fair words, went tp Sextus at Damafcus, with 
a refolution not to attend to a fecond fummons. 
The court fycophants renewed their application 
to Hyrcanus, and repreferited the abrupt departure 
of Herod as indicating a defign of fome defperate 
attempt. Though Hyrcanus credulou/ly admit- 
ted of their intimation, he remainedundetermined 



enemy too powerful for him, till Sextus declaring 
Herod general of all his troops in Syria and S araa ~ H 7 n ^ 
ria, it ftruckfuch a terror into Hyrcanus, fromacSS/a 
confideration of his own ftrength, and the affedtions 
of the people, that he conceived him marching at 
the head of an army againft him. 

Nor washe miftaken in his conjecture ; for Herod, 
from a transport of indignation at finding himfelf , 
treated as a criminal, collected a body of forces, 
and marched towards Jerufalem, with a fulldeter- 



Hyrcanus, Antipater took upon him to fettle the mination to depofe Hyrcanus from the govern- 



ftate of the province, andfupply the defeat and in- 
capacity of the other for political adminiftration. 
He gave to Phafael, his eldeft fon, the government 
prefer? hii of Jerufalem, and the provinces adjacent : to He- 
rod, his fecond fon, that of Galilee, with the fame 



funs Pha- 
fael and 
Herod. 



ment, which he had certainly done, if his father, iincrfa. 
and brother had not flopped the violence of his 
paflion* They advifed him to carry his revenge fig^agaai 
nofarther than threatening, and to fpare the prince 
under whofe patronage he had been advanced to lea. 



Herod, being naturally bold and adlive, his prefent dignity. They Reminded him, that, 
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Syria. 



his genius. 



Antipater 

fn great 
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\fter wards 

rn vied. 



power. _ 

f oon found honourable occafion for the difplay of 

Syria was greatly infefted with bands 
of robbers, till he took Hezekias, the leader of 
them, and caufed him to be put to death, with fe- 
yeral of his followers. This exploit was fo accept- 
able a fervice to the Syrians, that the towns and vil- 
lages refounded with acclamations to the honour of 
Herod as the reftorer of their liberties and pofTeffi- 
ons. It alfo made him known to Sextus Casfar, 
the kinfman of Caefar the Great, who was then go- 
vernor of Syria. The fame of this atchievement 
infpired Phafael with a generous emulation to excel 
his brother, and to gain more and more upon the 
hearts of the people of Jerusalem, where he exer- 
cifed his power with fuch moderation and juftice, as 
to produce univerfal fatisfactiofc. The wife con- 
duit of this adminiftration infpired the people with 
as great a reverence for Antipater, as if he had been 
their abfolute fovereign ; and he behaved himfelf, 
at the fame time, with the profoundeft refpedt to- 
wards Hyrcanus. 

But as the human mind is too fufceptible of envy, 
we find, upon this occafion, a notorious inftance of 
it in Hyrcanus. The renown thefe young gover- 
nors had acquired in theirrefpedtive provinces, and 

the daily informations he received of the expl # " 



though he might have been arraigned, yet, as he 
was acquitted, it was but fetting the confervation 
of his life againft the hazard of it ; and that if the 
Almighty was the author of fuccefs in war, an un- 
juft caufe would meet with a dcfervecl fate ; and 
that therefore he fhould not be too prefumingnor 
confident in his attempt upon a prince who had 
been his fupporter and benefactor, and would ne* 
ver have treated him with rigour, had he not been 
milled by calumny and evil compel. Herod was 
prevailed on by thefe arguments, and contented 
himfelf with giving t the nation this proof of his 
great power and intereft. 

Jn the mean time the Romans fell into a civil war 
near Apamia. It was occafioned by the. treacherous 
murder of Sextus Csefar, by Cecilius Baflus, which 
he perpetrated out of his good-will to Pompey, and 
then aflumed his command. The officers of Julius 
Csefar, in revenge for the death of Sextus, fell with 
their utmoft force upon BafTus. Antipater alfo 
fent his fons to join them with fuccours, from a 
regard to the character of the living, and v th.e me- 
mory of the deceafed, Caefar. The war was pror 
tracked to a confiderable fpace of time, and Marcus 
was. ordered out of Italy to fuccced Sextus Crcfar 

in the government of Syria. 
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murder of Julius Qaefdr in the capitol entails, hor- 
rible fusions. C a (litis an intolerable oppreJJ or. Herod, 
ingratiates himfelf with him. Malichus plots againft 
Antipater. Auguflas Caefar and Anthony wage war 
with Brutus and Caffius. Herod made governor of 
Syria. Jntipater is taken, off by the treachery of. 
Malichus j who is put to death at the injlance of 

Herod. 

m 

THERE fell out, at this time, a more dpfperate 
war amongft the Ropians than the former, 
fas Cz- The niurder of Julius Caefar, in the third year and 
fevefcth month of his reign, by the treachery of 
Brutus and Caflius, was followed by . deftru&ive 
factions in divers parts of the empire. The great 
men were .divided into parties, each individual 



folia 
dcred. 



afting as his humour ,or intereft led him, without 

* Caffius proceeded 



Oppreflion 
ofOfliuJ. 



Faftions 
pret iil in 

[fflpirc! 11 any regard to thepublic. good 

to Syria, to poflefs himfelf of the forces that were 
then before Apamia, where he effe<fted a reconci- 
liation between Marcus and Baflus, and the raifing 
of the fiege of Apamia at the fame. time* He. laid 
the cities. under exceffive contributions, and impo- 
feda tax of feven hundred talents upon the Jews, 
which Antipater provided for in time, by an equal 
diftribution of the charge, appointing his fons, 
friends, and Malichus, though his profefled enemy, 
to take a feafonable care of the levy. The firft 
that wrought himfelf into the good graces of CaA 
Herodob- fius wasHerod, who prefented him with an hundred 
fwoVr h of talents for the quota of Galilee, and for that very 
cafe, important caufe was ranked amongft his friends. 

Bat Caffius refented the delay of others in bring- 
ing in their proportions to fuch a degree, that he 
razed Gophna, Thamma; and two other places of 
Jefs note, to the ground ; and when this was done, 
formed a refolution of cutting off Malichus for be- 
ing fo dilatory in exa&inghis tribute. ButAntipater 
prevented his death, ana the deftrudrionof feveral 
cities, as well as conciliated the eftecm of Caffius, by 
bringing in an hundred talents in due time. 

Thehoirid" Caffius, however, had no fooner taken his de- 
Su^partjire, than Malichus, dead to every fenfe of 
choi. gratitude and moral obligation, entered into a plot 

upon the life of the very man whom he had fo often 
acknowledged as his friend, and whom he deter- 
mined to remove as an obftacle to his wicked prac- 
tices. Antipater, perfuaded of his power and art, 
beheld him with a cautious eye, and therefore paf- 
fed the Jordan, in order to raife forces to guard 
himfelf againft his treacherous defigns. Malichus, 

finding himfelf fufpedted, hadrecourfctodelucive 

^"vT"? rts Wlth the ^ ons ofr Antipater, and plied both 
fad and Phafdel and Herod fo effe&ually with excufes, 

Hcrod ; p3ths, and proteftations, of his plain dealing and 

integrity, that he engaged them in a mediation 

with the father for a reconciliation j and by the 

fame means made peace with Marcus, governor of 

Syria, who had determined to put him to death 

as a mutineer. 
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Augnftus Casfar and Anthony, being now at war 
with Brutus and Caffius, the latter havinghad con- 
vincing proofs of thebravery of Herod, appointed 
him governor of the whole province of Syria, with 
a confiderable guard of horfe and foot : nay, Caf- 
fius went fo far as to promife him the kingdom of 
the Jews at the end of the war. But it fo happen- 
ed, that the hope and bravery of the fon was the 
caufe of the deftru&ion of the father ; for Malichus 
held him in fuch dread, that he bribed one of the 
cup-bearers of Hyrcanus to intermix poifon with 
his drink, by which means he loft his life at a ban- 
quet. Thus was this great man requited for the 
favours he conferred on the moft ungrateful of 
wretches. He was a man of lingular prudence and 
prowefs, to which Hyrcanus might be faid to be 
indebted for his kingdom. The people were fo 
enraged at Malichus, from a fufpicion of this exe- 
crable praftice, that they were ready to facrifice 
him to their refentment. But; upon his renounc- 
ing and adjuring any knowledge of the mattci 4 , they 



fufpended their ptfrpofe j. and Malichas, in < the 
mean time, by way. of prevention,\put himfelf 'in- 
to a pbfttire df defence, asitconld hot be expected 
that Herod \^ould .fu.fifenf6:d^ocioiis a murder to 



i- * 



pafs unrevenge.d. He lbilswHerod Tpvas abfoluiely 
for taking his revenge at. the head of an arqiyfjlbut 
his brother £hafael difluaded him 'all means 
from that refolution, for fear a. tiimult ftiould en- 
fue. The brothers, upon this, gave him a Keyring,' 
with a femblance of allowing his ■. defence; arid a 
countenance as if; they thought him innocc 

fun eral obf sqii i e s b£ t 
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Saniana being at this time rent with factions, 





by his guards. Hereupon rfyrcanns^at 
of Malichus. wjhb feared his. approach v fort) 
introduction or foreigners tp mix themfelvc 
the people of the country, while they were exer T • , 
cifin£ the riiies of their holy ^ prp^effipri. / BuVHcV^ffe- 
rod, in contempt both of the caufe itfelf, anil' ^{lerod.* 0 * 1 
the authority that ifliied the command, entered cr ° . 
the city by night. Upon, this Mallchus came to 
him, and; with tears, bewailed, the lofs of Antipater.- 
Herod, on the other hand, diflembled his rage and: 
indignation. But, at the fame time, he wrote to, 
Cajfjius for juftice upQnMalichug, for the murder of 

was eafily obtained, as the.traitbr 
was odious to Caflius; fo. that he left Herod to 
take 4^e courfe of law, ; and fent private orders to 
his tribunes to srivehim aflxftance as occafion ftiie-ht 



require. 

Laodicea being lately taken, p'erfbns of ranlc re- 
forted from all parts to Herod, with congratula- 
tions and prefents. This, therefore, he looked up- 
on as the faireft -opportunity for the execution of 
his purpofe : but-Malichus, fufpe&ing his defign^ 
laid a plan to evade it, by getting away his i fort 
from Tyre, who was an hoftageithcr<;,.and convey- 
ing him privately, to Judaea. r . Fearing this plan 
might fail, he concerted a.gjneater exploit. , :Thi£ 
was to fet the whole nation.of tb£ J^ws againft the 
Romans, while Caffius was fiilly^ engaged in the 
war with Anthony. By this means he flattered him- 
felf he could effect the depolition of Hyrcanus, and 
the acquifition of the government to himfelf. Bnt 
fate had otherwife determined it ; for Herod, fiiA 
pe<ftinga mifchievous defign, invited Malichus and 
Hyrcanus to an entertainment, and fending a /er- 
rant out, under pretence of making preparations, MaIlchn , 
gave him private inftru&ions for the tribunes to flaw by the 

attend, and execute the plan concerted bettveen Selod* °* 
him and Caflius. The tribunes accordingly mar- 
ched out with* their fwords towards the fea fide,- 
where they met Malichus, furrounded him, and exit 
him to pieces. Hyrcanus was fo alarmed 1 at this 
incident, that he fell down in a fwooh; frorii Which, 
as foon as he recorered, he enquired of Hercid who 
it was that killed Malichus ? One of the tribunes 
replied, that it was done by order of Caffius. Hyr- 
canus then rejoined, 'that Caffius had faved both 
him and his country at once, in the deftru&ion of 
a tyrant fo dangerous to both. Whether Hyrca- 
nus fpoke the fentiments of his mind cannot he de- 
termined ; but this was the revenge of Herod, and 
the end of Malichus. * ■ 



C H A P. 

■ 

A feditionisraifedat Jerufolem. Felixrbhtedby Phafael. 
Herod expels Marion ^ king of Tyre± out of Galilee. Over- 
comes Antigonus. The Jews aciufe both Herod and 
Phafael before Anthony , who acquits them Without a 
hearings and makes them tetrarchsbfjtldaca. 

WHEN Caflius departed from Syria, new tu- 
mults arofe in Jerufalem, where Felix made 
war upon Phafael and Herod, to revenge the death 
of Malichus. It fo happened, that Herod, being 
theft at Damafciis, with Fabius, the governor, was 
prevented, by indifpofltion, from marching to the 
relief of his brother. BntPhafael ftoodinnoncedof 
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n l {u L* l"s afflftance, tot he defeated VcYiA with his own 

overcome* ,t i # * 

veil*. troops, and took an opportunity of reproaching 

Hyrcanus for his itigrati trade, in alEording anjto 
Felix, and putting feveral ftrdhg caftles into the- 
hands of the brother df Malichus,and amongft the 
reft Maflada,.one of the beftfortifie-d places i/i that 
country- But this availed them little againft the 
power of Herod) who no. fooner recovered- frdrtr 
his. mdifpofition, than he re-took- all he had loft,- 

p!ubittfon anc ' : brought Hyrcanus to fubmifRen, even in Mafr 
tvonj Ga- fada itfelfr Her drove Marion^kfwg of Tyre^tfut 

of Galilee, andredrivered three caftles of which he 
had poffefred.himfelf*i;:He iu>ti only -fpar^d* how*- 
cver,.the lives of thofeT.yrians whom he took, but 
grktified maity of jh^ni with donations, therehy, 
attaching them to himfelf, and rendering them 
inimical t6. Marion. ' fThis Maribti was a fit inftru-. 
ment for ;Caflitfs, ; who had ftt [fo many' tyrants 
over 1 "Syria. Jtt was Froni jiik 'avcrfion to! Herb*t,j 
that he aflifted ^pt^omisi'tAe' fon : of Ariftobulusy 
afnd F&biusalfo, who was thehrreling of Antigonus j. 
but Ptolemy, the kitifman: of Afttigoftus, fypplied 
therii all with neceflairies- 
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Y«".*}™ » es Herod made every neceflary preparation for the 

encounter, which foon took place on the borders 
of Judcea, and wis decided in his favour ; fo that- 
having totally defeated Antigonus, he returned t& 
Is welJ re- Jerufalem, and ; was received with every token of 
jcruficm. honour andrefpeft, evenby thofe who had defpi- 1 

' fed him before ; but this Was from a particular re- 
gard to his family alliance with Hyrcanus. Herod 
had formerly married a woman of his own coun- 
try j who was of noble extraction, and called Doris, 
by whom he had his* fon Antipater. He after- 
wards took to wife Mariamne* the daughter of 
Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, and of Alexan- 



dra, the daughter of Hyrcanus 



i • * i 



Upon Caefar's coming into Italy, ;and Anthony 
into Afia, after the death of Caflius, dt thebattle of 
Philippi, ambafladors were difpatchedfrom feveral 
places to Anthony in Bithynia, whither the chiefs of 

ma?c ? w nts lhe J ewS w ere repaired alfo, with comphunt* 
Anthony againft Phafael and Herod, for ufurping arbitrary 

vhafeciec po^ c r 'to. themfelves, and allowing Hyi*canus 
HeroJ. merely the flame* of fovereignty. Herod appear- 

Th u" et * roat "y to &nfwer this accufation ; but had lb ef- 
n& are" 7 fedtually ingratiated himfelf with Anthony, by dint 
dumiacd. 0 f prefents, that the plaintiffs were difmifted with- 
out an hearing. : 



lhc:s acco- Anthony being fome time after this at Daphne, 

fed again, in the fuburbs of Antioch, (about the beginning of 

his intrigue with Cleopatra,) there came an hun- 
dred of the principal men among the Jews to pre- 
fer their complaints to him againft the brothers. 
They felefted their beft orators for the purppfe of 
advancing their plea. Meflala undertook the caufe 
of the brothers, and was feconded by Hyrcanus, 
upon the fcore of alliance. When Anthony had 
heard the allegations of both parties, he demanded 
of Hyrcanus, whom he efteemedthe fitteft man for 
the ad mini fixation of government ? Hyrcanus re- 
plied, that he knew of none fo compatiable as the 
tvyo brothers. Anthony was highly gratified at 
this declaration, haying been greatly obliged to 
Antipater of old, for a generous reception and en- 
MaJe tcJ^crtainment upon his coming into Judaea with Ga- 
jud*x ° r hinius. So he pronounced them both tetrarchs of 

|uda?a, and committed the whole adminiftration 
to their conducT:. The deputies were fo difgufted 
at this proceeding, that, for their behaviour, he 
committed fifteen of the hundred, to prifon, and 
they efcaped narrowly with their lives ^ the reft he 
reprimanded, and then difmifled them. This fer- 
ved to inflame the mutineers at Jerufalem to a 
greater degree, fo that,inftead of an hundred, they 
lent a thoufanddeputies to Anthony at Tyre, who 

was at that time preparing to fall upon Jerufalem... 
They were fo clamorous, that the magiftrates of 
Tyre were ordered to difperfe them ; and, in cs 
of refiftance, to put all to death whom they took ; 
Anthony giving them further charge to jnaintain 
the authority of the. tetrarchs whom he had fet .up. 
Herod and Hyrcanus being informed of this dif* 
after, went up towards the fea-fhore, and advifed 



'.the ambaflad 




> to ufc the utmoft caution, left they 
Ihould bring ruin upon thcmfclvcs, and involve 
their native country in a war by their rafb conten- 
tions. But as they grew outrageous,<Anthony wa* 
•under a neceflity of fending out armed men, who 



Hyr- 



j camis, however, took care of the wounded, and 
« provided for the burial of the dead. This had no 
: effedfc upon thofe .that efcaped, for they continued 
! their tumults, till they provoked Anthony to fuch 
| a degree, that he ordered all his prifoners to be put 
Uo death. 
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Lyfania^ the - fucGeJfor of Ptolemy , attempts to'depofi " , ~ u 
< Hyrcamtj and fet up Antigonus- The Carmelite Jiws 
join AniVgonus'f rout and - purjue t he fnetity t&'Jirul 
falerft. ^Hyrcanws and Pfoafael force' them inn t hi 
temple: Antigonus froptfeVterms of ' peace ^ and ' Paeo- 
<- rus for the Arbitrator* Plan of the treacherous con^ 
' 'trivance of Barzapkdrndsy 'Herod evade* it^ mth~ 
dram to Majffada^ and obtains an important conqueft; 
The P art /ti arts at Jerufalem ravage town and courti 
try. Mariffa - laid wafii.- • Antigonus declared Icitig; 
Phafael and Jfyrcanus delivered up-tohim in chains. 

- Phafael difpatches himfelf -Herod ordered by Ma-- 
HchuS) the king, to depart from Arabia. • Is nobly treat- 

* ed by Cleopatra. Pajfes to Brundujium i and thence to 

- Rome. -Generofity of Auguftus and Anthony to Her id. ' 
Herod declared in thi fenate king of the Jews. 
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/xpharnes, anoble Parthian, held the government t A Q ?^« 
of Syria, with Pacorus, the king's fon, Lyfanias, Anrig, 



Me 
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tered into a'ttvagreementy and confirmed it by ar- thefcag. 
tides, to deliver up to them a thoufand talents, dom# 
and five hundred women, upon the dethroning or 
Hyrcanus, and fetting up Antigonus in his place. 
They immediately proceeded to the execution of 
the project. Pacorusto(>k the way of the fea^coaft, 
and Barzapharnes ifaarched over the midland, 
Ptolemais and Sidon opened their gates to Pacb- 
rus, but the Tyrians abfolutely refufed him en- 
trance. He fent before him a party of horfc into 
Judaea, imderthe commatid of Pacorus, one of the 
king's cup-bearers, (an officer of his own name,), 
with inftruftions to attend to the enemy's motions,' 
and to aflift Aritigonus, if occafion mio;ht fe- 

quire. 

The Jews of Mount Carmel fpontaneoufly offer- 
ed their fervices to Antigonus, who dive&ed them ^jj^ 
to advance, and poflefs themfelvesof that quarter ^W. 

of the country they call-Dryma. An adtion enfued, ^tijoau. 
in which the party of Antigonus prevailed j and ^ 
when the tneriry was routed and difperfed, their 
numbersiricreanri i 
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falem, where' Hyrcanus and Phafael made a very 
brave refiftance, .and, after a fm art conteft in the 



pie. 



market-place, forced them to retire into the t em ; Hl «lW il 

Herod, upon this, placed a guard of fixty teptt ^ 
men over tlie adjoining houfes ; but the people fet. 
fire to them from the averfion they had to the two 
brothers. Thefe pra<3ices tranfported Herod to 
fuch a degree of indignation, that he fell upon the 
enemy, and cut off great numbers of them ; nor 
did a day pafs without flaughter. 

The feait of Pentecoft being now at hand, the 
city, upon that occafion, being crouded up to the 
very temple, and m^ny of the multitude coming 
under arms, Phafael took chai'gc of the walls, and 
Herod, with a fmall party* of the palace. The latter 
made fo uriexpe&ed a fally into the fuburbs, that he 
killed feveral, and difperfed the whole multitude. V? 
Some fledinto the city, others into the templcjwhile , ■'■ 
others flickered thcmfelves behind the rampart6... 

When things were brought to this pafs, Antigo- 
nus propofed.a treaty of peace, and nominated Par. 
corusas the arbitrator. Phafaefaicquiefced, and ad- 
mitted the Parthians with 500 horfc intot 



His pretence/.was to compofc the mutiny ; but his 
realintehtion was to. affift Antigonus. Thisperfi- ^ 
dious wretch prevailed afterwards with Phafael to 
fendanembafly to Barzapharnes upon the fame fub- ^ c 

jecfl. This was very contrary to the opinion of He- 
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rod, *'ho advifcd Plihfacl to ufc the utmoft caution 
in truftuig hi in v a* perfidy was the chara&eriftic of 
a barbarian. Pacorus, however, went out, and 
took Hyrcanus with him, that he might be lefs 
fufpc&cd* He alfo left with Herod fome of the 
horfe'men-vyhich they called freemen, and c&nduc- 
ted Phafael with the reft* 

When tfcey came to Galilee, they found thepeo- 
«:nft Hyr- pie of tljjiat country had revolted, and were inarms ; 
canjMJ ^ u £ governors, however, came out to meet 
?ir2C * them. Barzapharnes had the art to Jifguife hxs in- 
tention With the external civilities of compliments 
and prefents-s but as foon as they were departed, 
had an ambufti in feadinefs to fur prize them on 
their return. They wefc conduced tp. a -place 
near the lea, called Ecdipon, where they were in- 
formed of the particulars of the plot j that a thou- 

fand talen ts, and five hundred womeii,., we're to be 
delivered to the Parthlaris, upon their betraying 
Hyrcanusand Phafael. They were further inform- 
ed, that the plan would not have been deferred fo 
long, but that they waited for Herod's coming up 
to Jerufalem, left it fhould take air, and be frtif- 

trated. • 

; . ' t i • 

Ojphelius was the man to whom Saramalla (a Sy- 
wm' Ku- nan of great opulence) had communicated the par- 
fidofebe t i CU lars of the whole defign. Ophelius importuned 
Cfl8n * Phafael to pro vide for hislafety ; but he determined, 
atalleverits,hot toabandopHyrcanus,and therefore 
went up, tp the Parthian general, and reproached 
him .to. his P face, for entering into this treacherous^ 
defign^again ft him, from mercenary, the meaneft of 
all motives ; telling him, that if money was his ob«, 
je&, he could give him more for his life than Anti- 
gonus had promifed him for the kingdom. The 
fubtle Parthian endeavoured to remove the fufpi- 
cioii by prevarication and. oaths, and then went 
immediately to Pacorus. But no fdoner had he 
departed, .than Phafael a!hd Hyrcanus.were taken 
Fhafcci foto cuftody by the Parthian s who were left behind, 
&Hvra. according to their order, and had only the liberty 
Snhc" of exclaiming againft fo horrid a perjury. • 

The Parthian, in the meantime, was inftru&ed to 
attempt to delude Herod out of the town, and feiz.e 
upon him. He made the effort ; but Herod was fo 
well acquainted with the. treacherous pra<5tices of 
thofe barbarians, that he would not venture out of 
tHe city. He did not doubt but that Phafael had 
fent.bim information of the plot, though the Par- 
thians might have intercepted the letters. Pacorus, 
however, could not draw him out by the moft 
plaulible pretences he could ufe, and the ftrongeft 
aflurances of hisperfonal fecurity. j forjie ftilikept 
upon his guard, having heard that his brother 
Phafael was apprehended : befides, Mariamne, a 
woman of great fagacity, enjoined him by no 
means to go forth, nor expofe himfelf to the ma- 
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nifeft defigns of thofe barbarians 

Pacorus finding it impbflible to circumvent a 
man of Herod's prudence and penetration by open 
attack, began to deliberate how they might bring 
their plot to bear privately. But Herod, while this 
was in agitation, made his efcape, with fome of, his- 
neareft relations, by night, towards Idumcea. The 
Parthians no fooner received intelligence of his 
departure, than they purfuedhim ; upon wheih he 
fenthis mother, brother, Mariamne, (to whom he 
was contrafted,) and her younger brother, before 
him j whilft he himfelf, with his party, made a ftand 
againft the barbarians, and, overcoming them in 
feveral encounters,' retired, at laft, to the caftleof 
Maflada. The lews prefled him more in his flight 
oty.&V^u the Parthians, attacking him fixty turlongs 
* from Jerufalem, fo that at length aregular engage- 
ment enfued. Herod obtained the victory, flew 
great numbers ; and, to perpetuate the honour of 
the adion, cre&ed a magnificent palace upon the 
fpot, with a ftrong caftle, which he called Hero- 
(Hmn, after his own name. 

As great numbers repaired to his ftandard in his 
retreat,his brother J ofeph, when hecametoThrefla 
jn Idumasa, advifed him, by all means, to lefien 
Ins train, which amounting, according to computa- 
tion, to up wards of three thoufand men, the caftle 
°f Mafiada could not contain them. Herod attend- 
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who 'were ahfentj and rifling ;theirbyil;palace itfelf. 



• • • 

ed to his council^ and* difmifled the moft cumber* 
fome part of his retinue, difpofing of his kindr&d,- 

andthebeftdifciplincd ofhisfollo'werSjin therefpec- 
tive departmfents of the. caftle v^itti ari-eitra hoxly 
of 8oo . men for r the protection .c^f the, women, .antl 
prbviftdns fuffrcferit to hold d^ft 1 ^fiege; ff o'cc^lion 
(hould require. Having tfa'tfs aWavlg^ ^lhct^hc 
went forward to Petri, irf AfablJV M - - f ; 

ThelParthiatxs at'jerufajem were wholly ih j tfent: Th(!lMr _ 
upon plunder, breaking, into : the houfes pf fthofe 'ihwuV 

». pJtirtiicr 

_ . „ m . . > ; )crtiiilcm 

fparingnothinghut the treafbrexjf Hyrq^mis whkh 
did no<amount to more than three hnndted tklents ; 
though they poflefleel themfelves . of i the riches of 
others^ but -not equal t6 expeftation r ; . for Herod 
fro'm;a fufpicion of the perfidy; x>f:thc, barbarians,'; 
had taken care to convey what was moft precious 
to Idumcea ; and. his companions had ifdllowed his 
example; / But the Parthians, nbtjconterit with the 
fpojl of the city, infefted the adjacent country with 
a thJopdy and implacable war; TheyJaid wafte the Declare 
city.,of MarilTa ; and riot only conftitufed Ahtigo- 
nus king,, but delivered up Phafael and Hyrcanus 
bound into his "hands;. Such was the criielty of An- 
tigonus; that he tore off tlVe ears .of Hyrcanus with " ; * cr ^r 
his teeth, to render uhim incapable of the pontifi* 
catenas no maimed perfon -was eligible tbJthat fa- phaf^ci 
tredrtfunftion. ' Phafael, however, fruftratcd his puts an end 
inhuman defigns ; for having, neither command of 5? fc h,s own 
i his , fwqrd or hid hands, he prevented all. furthet 
;abufes by dafhing out. his brains againft:' a ftone ; 
damonftrating thereby^his alliance to Herod ; while 
Hyrcanus had. given, proof of degeneracy. He 
died like a man of honour, and his end was fiiitable 
to the glory of his life. It is reported that he fur- 
vived that violence upon himfelf, and that a phy- 
fician was fent him from Antigonus v who poifpned 
the wound, and fo difpatqhed him. There pre- 
vails another report, that, being told by.a woman, 
a little before his death, that Herod had made his 
efcape, he exclaimed, " Ifhallnowdie in peate/ as 
I fliall leave behind me a friend to avenge my 
wrongs." But we do not eontend/for the authen- 
ticity of either of thefe reports^ 
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This was the end of Phafael ; dricl the Pirtbians, - 
though they w^rcltlifappointed in the: promife. of ^ c ^* lxl 
the women, put the government of Jerufalem into chains 
the hands of Antigonus, and fent .Hyrcawus boiTnd l Jlrtb,a - 
intoParthia. Herod Was riot yet.made acquainted 
with the death of Phafael ; fo that concluding, from 
his knowledge of tjie avaricious difpofition. of the: 
barbarians, that a fum of money, .would be the only, 
means of hi3 redemption, he;, oeterrnined upon ;u 
journey into Arabia, in hopes of fupplying himfelf 
from the kingupon tha t occafion, either as a bounty 
upon the fcpre of-an old friendfl^p : betwixt hirii and . 
Aiitipater, or a loan upon the . fecurity of the pledge 
of his nephew, the fori of Phafoel, ayouth bffeven 
years of age, whom He prppofed to take with him 
for that purpofe*. The ium : he intended to give 
was three hundred talents, and the T^rians were 
to intercede to procure his requeft. 



- * 



But fate unhappily prevented the execution of 
hisgerierotxs deligh in the death of Phafael. Nor Herod is 
could he truft himfelf among jfhc Arabians ; for JJ^f*^; 
Malichus, their king, ordered him to depart im- df AwiSa 
mediately out of his territories, pretending that ^.^ s u 
the Parthians had demanded, by their ambalTa- 
dors, that Herod might be driven out of Arabia ; 
though the real motive was to withhold what was 
due to Antipater, and to avoid the obligation of . 
making a requital to the fon for the bounty of the 
father. He was indeed, perfuaded to act thus illi- 
berally by thofe about him, who were deftitute both 
of faith and honour. 

When Herod found that the Arabians were his 
enemies, and for the very caufe which he imagined 
would have conciliated their friendfhip, he dif- 
patched the meflengers with each an anfwer,as was 
fuggefted by the impetuofity of hispaflion, and then 
proceeded to Egypt. . He came in. the evening to a 
certain temple, where hehad left feveral of his com- 
panions in his palTage. The next day he arrived at 
Rinucolora, where hereceived the firft news of the 
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death of his brother* The furjprize, no doubt, af- 
fected him ; but when he had given vent to the feel- 
ings of natural affe&ion, and difebarged bis laft 
duty to his brother* he proceeded on his journey. 

The king of Arabia foon repented of what he had 
done, and difpatched raeflcngers to prevail on him 
to return. But it was now too late, as he had ad- 
vanced as far as Pelufium, where the officers flop- 
ped his progrefs, till, upon application to the ma- 
giftrates, he was permitted to pafs on, from the ref- 
Hemd » P e & they hadfor his chara&er. He embarked for 
nobly re- Alexandria, whither, upon his arrival, he was re- 
ci^LrS: ceivedby Cleopatra with all pomp and fplendor, 

hoping that he might be prevailed upon to accept 
the command of an army which fhe was then raifing 
for foxne important deiign. But Herod was To in- 
tent upon his voyage to Rome, that neither the 
entreaty of the queen, the rigour of the feafon, nor 
the hazard of the feas, could divert him from the 
profecution of it. Putting therefore to fea, and 
taking his courfe by the way of Pamphylia, there 
arofc fo violent a tempeft, that the mariners lyete 
under aneceffity of calling the goods overboard to 
lave the vefTel. At length, with great difficulty, 
they got fafe to Rhodes, where he found things in 
Touches at great diforder, on account of the war with Camus. 
Kkodes. jj e was there received by two friends, Ptolemy and 

Saphinias, and, notwithftanding his thpn want of 
money, found means to provide himfelf a flout vef- 
{el, which conve3 r ed him and his friends to Brundu- 
fium, and thence to Rome. Upon his arrival, he 
paid his court to Anthony, between whom and his 
father Antipater an an cient friendfhip had fiibfifted, 
and revealed to him the adventures and misfortunes 
of his family, particularly that of his relations, 
being then (hut up in the caftle of Maflada, which 
induced him to hazard a voyage, in the moft rigo- 
rous part of the feafon, to wait upon him, and im- 
plore his prote&ion. 

Hcrodij Anthony was fo affe&ed by compaflion for bis 

honmutf diftrefs, and tender regard for the memory of his 
by Antho- father,together with the due fenfe he ent.ertained of 
Sftaf AU * kis own perfonai merit, that he determined to have 
*frr. him declared king of the Jews, as he had made him 

tetrarch before. To this he was moved, not only 
. from refpedt to Herod, but avcrfion to Antigonus, 
whom he looked upon as of a turbulent, feditious 
fpirit, and inimical to the Romans. Auguflus was, 
if poflible, more attached to Herod than Anthony j 
nor was any thing more pleafing to him than to en- 
ter into a detail of Antipater's fervices in Egypt, 
the hardfhips they had there encountered together, 
and the mutual friendftrip they had long enjoyed • 

Upon this an affembly of the fenate was called 
'Where Meflala, and after him Atratinus, (Herod 
being prefent,) enlarged upon the merits of Anti- 
pater, and his fidelity to the people of Rome, 
holding forth Antigonus, at the fame time, as- a 
public enemy, not only from his defe&ion, but re- 
ceiving a crown from the hands of the Parthians, 
in contempt of the fovreiguty of the empire. The 
fenate were fo wrought upon by thefe reprefenta- 
tions, that they gave their voices unanimoufly for 
Herod to be king of the Jews, which was enforced 
tog of the by Anthony, who pointed out the advantages that 
Roman * hc wou ^ accrue from it in the conduA of the Parthian 
teate. war. When the fenate rofe, Cnefar and Anthony 

went out, preceded by the confuls and other ma- 
giftrates, to give orders for facrifice, and the de- 
pofiting the decree of the fenate in the capitol. 
. Anthony alfo made a fplendid entertainment for 
Herod on the fir ft day of his reign. 



CHAP. XII. 



Mejfada beftcged by Antigonus. 
the brother of Herod. 



Defended by Jofeph, 

Ventidius and Silo join with 

Re- 



encounter with the robbers. Herod returns t* Sarka* 



rta 



and Ptolemy ajfumes the command- in his flat*. 
Perfidy and barbarity of Machacras. Anthony invent 
Samofata 7 and Antigonus delivers it ttp. 




URING this time Antigonus beficged theKti*^ 
caltle of Maflada, where the family and friend* ajfifif 
of Herod fuffered much thro* an extreme drought, 
infomuch that Jofeph, his brother, underftahding 
thatMalichus, king of Arabia, had repented of the 
injuries he had done to Herod, took a resolution to 
leave the caftle by night, with two hundred chofea 
friends^ and apply to the Arabians for fuccouf . But 
at the very prccife time that they were about to: 
make the fally, there fell fo copious a fliower of 
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- Herod a gain/i Antigonus. Herod takes Joppa. 

' lieves Md ffada ; and advances to Jerufalem y which he 
invcflSt offering an univerfal amncfiy. The ajfailants 
are repiilfed. The craft and treachery of Silo. A 
defperate mutiny fupprejfed by Herod, who pojfejfes 
himfelf of Sepphoris ; takes Jericko % and rifles it. His 



rain, that their pits, cifterns, and other veflels were 
all replenished, which obviated the neceflity of 
carrying their defign into execution. Afterithis 
feafonable relief, th$ garrifon made feveral Vefo. 
lute fallies, and, between furprize and open force, 
did confiderable execution upon the enemy, thougl 
they frequently met with fevere repulfes. 

In the mean time Ventidius, one of the. Roman 
generals, being fent to reflrain the incurfions of the 'tSSH 
Parthians into Syria, eatered Judaea, under colour ff*** 
of a defign to relieve Maflada, but in reality to fed*; 
feize upon the treafure of Antigonus. Whcn r hjrSR*|* 
had accomplifhed his purpofe at Jerulalcm, he * TS 
•withdrew, with the greateft: part of the army, but . ~ 
left Silo, with a fmall body, behind him, in order 
to countenance'his pretence ; for if he had taken, • ' 
with him all the forces, his motive to enrich him- 
felf would have been too evident. Antigonus; 
however, maintained a good underftahding with. 
Silo, hoping that the Parthians would come again 
to his affi fiance. 

» i ' 

Herod, having now failed out of Italy toPto* 
lemais, raifed a confiderable army, both of his own 
nation and ftrangers, and then marched through 
Galilee towards Antigonus, with the nfliftanccof 
Ventidius and Silo, who were prevailed upon, by^S* 
the- folicitation of Dellius,- at the inftance of An- jVu^ 
thony, to aid Herod in obtaining the polTelfion of$j^ 
his kingdom. Ventidius was then intent on Quiet- . 
ing the tumults which the Parthians had railed in 

divers cities, while Silo was corrupted by the 
bribes of Antigonus in Judasa. Herod, howcveV, 
was notdeftitute of forces, as numbers repaired to 
his ftandard every day during his march, and thfe 
greateft part of Galilee came over to his intereft. 
The principal objeft of his attention* was the rai- 
ling the fiege of Maflada, to fet his kindred and 



friends at liberty ; and Joppa was thefirft obftacle 
to be removed, as they could make no attempt 
upon Jeruialem with that enejny fo near at hand. 
Silo took this opportunity to withdraw ; and the 
Jews, of the party of Antigonus purfuing binii 
Herod, with an h an dful of men, en^aged^ de- 
feated them, and brought off Silo, atter a very 
faint refiftance. 

After this Herod took Joppa ; and then haftened, 
with all expedition, to fet free his kindred and 
friends, that had been flmtup a confiderable timein 
the caftle of Maflada, The inhabitants ofthecouu- 

try feemed in general difpofed tojoin him ; fome for 
the fake of his father, others for his own fake, and 
others for theft obligations to both ; but the greater 
part were actuated by the hopes of honour and re- 
ward, 4 Herod was by this time at the head of a 
confiderable army ; feut Antigonus u fed his utmoft 
endeavours to obflriiA hispallage, by planting am- 
bufhes in his way, though with little or no damage 
to the adverfe party. He found, upon the whole, a 
great difficulty in raifing the fiege, and removing Ww^* 
his friends and effedls out of the caftle. Frogi 
thence he advanced to Jerufalem, where many of 
Silo's men, and of the inhabitants, came over to 
him, awed by his increafing power. 

He pitched his camp upon the weft fide of the lBT€ |, 
town, where the enemy galled him with fliowersof mfcto 
darts and arrows, and the defendants madedivers vi- 
gorous fallies. As a prelude to his defign, he cauied 
a proclamation to be iflued in form by an herald* 

round the walls of the city, fetting forth that he 
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hadonlyinvicw, by his expedition, to promote the If ing able to fland before them, werc.purfuedaf far 



common good of tlie people, and the fafety of the 
place ; with an offer of burying in oblivion the ef- 
forts of all his enemies, of every rank and degree; 
without exception. Antigonus, on the other hand, 



as the Jordan, many of thenrcut 



ntoff 9 and the reft got 
ililce. delivered from 



over the river. Thus was 
thefe ravagers, except '(ome ftragglers, ttat Icept' 
ftfll in their faftnefTes, which occaiioried fierod to 



did all he could, with noife and harangue, to keep I prolonghis ftay in the country 

his oeople from hearing the conditions of thicdecia- I After this exploit j as the fir-it fruits of bis foldidrs HgjSi ,f 

ration, or being moved by the force of it,' and at 11 — — - — i * - wl — 1 —mm*-. 

length commanded them to fall on ; upon which' 
the aflailants were repulfed from the tower, and 



forced to a retreat- The corruption of JJild was', 
how»evidcnt beyond a doubt, from' the cIamqur$,of r 
treJ , the foldiers that he, had fuborned' to put airih a* 
cfcCT/of flaine. They exclaimed that they were loft.fpr want 1 

. of neceflaries, as well as convenient winter quar- 
m . ters f through means of the army of Antigonus, 

that had carried everything off. ;: By tbefemearis; 
the people were ftirred up to a revolt, and Silo 
would have accompanied. them, in .tjieis [ retreat* 
This attempt threatened fo much dagger, that He- 
• ro4 was under the neceffity of applying i^jot-only 
to Silo's officers, but. to ; the : comrfi9n foldiers, re-^ 
prefenting to them the mifchiefs £h ^.t^uft ine vita-r 
bly enfue if theydeferted. himr:?rid reqUefting 
that, as he had thecommifljon of Gasiar, Anthony, 
arid the fenate, for what he did, they would ftand 
by him on,e; day longer^ and all their wants (liquid 
Bsrod f?P*jbj?iO?ppJi^d. Upon tjiis affurance Herpd^^Qthim-. 
pl£cs S ^th S^^^ orders for the provifions,; Andifofcthr 
S?nal^« ^1 j^; tbcm lb abundant afupply, that, all Silo's 
f neCtff " pretences. w.ere obviaj^d:;. and jp/cje^re th?ma fuf 

ture^epwpc^nce, he^wrote to Samaria* which was. 
then under his protection, to ferici Aim ,all forts of 
provmons to Jerichp, inch as corn, wine* .oil, cat- 
tle, and every other neceflgxy ^rticlc... /When Anr 
^gonuS Had intelligence "of this^ lie dilperfjed'his 
troops abroad, and l^jd ambuffies to intercept the 
9ppypys.. .They obeyed their orders, % fo that .a con- 
!fideraWc,army was pofted near Jericho, and parr . 
tWpIaced up and down the mountains toobftrudt 

MMR^of relief. . ' , ... 



fervices, he gave tp.every.niah ail hundred aidfifty to Jiii 

drachm^, and to the^fiiceM;(b much more'in jpro-v 
portion, and then -dtfmiffeditJi^ 

quarters: He gayeJtin.tharjgefo-JiisIyotogcrbroy 

ther, Pher6ris, tofapef intend thcf^piyioftpfovW 

I Hons; and: the raifingiof & .wall about: theicaftlfe o£ 

Alexandrion, wjiitibii jfcasj .accofdmgly-perfiDrnied 

trith the utraoft pun&uality.- - v «Mt^r\ c; ^ i: 

: . In t tbe mean time 'An thonyitook up iiis xefiSence 

atJVthens J While. Ventidius ient to iSiloi andxHfcrpd" 



fol- 




JGoettn . 
Pqtieftodhe 

iniqiip(t s>f*Mt robber k tbatlurked robl > c "- 
in j the caves. 3)hefc. densiOrfJia^erAs >wete in ; the 



butw ; ent'himTe 



crags 1 of the, jpoa&Si hardly jaci^aBiWciorir any fide 
but by narrow^urpiugs qii& mx& 

precipice frofti top to 

the fituatioji. c^f thefplate, .thaf)thje.a"ttempt r would 
be attended withi.tfe^utmdft di^jBUy^thLeJking he- 




tioinv "fiiiii ifp^ai-ed ,ifrom 



0 

Ariel. 
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JewSy^m 

Kefeuid the city totajly abandoned ,; but five hun- 
dr^d,in,enj with their wives and children, had taken 
1 • poffeifioh of the fummits of the mountains, Thefe • 
xhcRo- ^? t^P^V and then difmifTed them . The town con- 
nanipicn-tained abundance of valuable plunder, which the 
rto^ tti ". Romans carried away j and.Herod leaving a garri- 

fon.in the place, returned, and aflighed the Roman 
• troops their winter quarters in the cities that came 
over to him, as Idumrea, Galilee, and Samaria.. 
Antigonus aifp, by bribing Silo, had part of his 
army quartered in. Lydda, to ftand fair in the opi- 
nion of i^nthony 



fitated for fome time ; but at length hit upon a bold 
and defperate exp^ritneift. / There were ftron^; 
chefts) with foldiers in them, letdown with ropes 
frojnihe top of the mountains to the mouth of the 

entrance into the cayvea^Thefefoldiers deftroyed the 
robbei-s in their? h&les,?Cbme *ith their arms, and 
dithers,' that refiflredy jwith fi Herod was defi- 

rpus.i>f iaving.\fon^;6f theifaj. he had proclamations 
made that th^y ffiould furrender themfelves ; but 
jiot one of them^cameTpbntancoufly j ^and many, 
that were compelled* preferred death'to captivity. 

There was a very remarkable inftance of the refb- Jhe won- 
lution of aft^ld-j m an^ the! ; f adi er. t of ftveri * fons; £™n«t 
JHis wife and children :«?n.tVea ting him to fiifFer them 
.tQfgaout,and^rn<^d^rtheraf^ ro cr * 

it^nour .of ith'MprP^anj ation', • he coprf mended them 
to cpmefortH pnfe aTtcr another,? andasthey re'lpec- 

% ivqjy app e ar cd, ? ;pu ttth? m£o d« athT This ip e<aacl c 
ftruck Herod'witK:cbmp&ffion i fo that he entreated ' 
him, fey figns,. tojlpane: his: childreir. r. ;But neither 
►words or a&ioris could i prevail with him ; for he . 

.maintained his rdfoluripn^ killed the- children £flfc, 
and then themother^.c&ftmgthcirdeadbodiesdoipm;; 
a precipice, and himfelf at laft, and reproached 
Herod with the meanneis of bis Ipirit ' v 
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Hcroafcnas Tlie ' Roxpans now lived in the full enjoyment.of 
Khto peace ahd plenty; : )Serod, whofe adfve fpirit 
idnmia. could not reft, feiit his? brother Jofeph, with 400 

hoffe, and aooo foot, to, fortify Idumsea, left An- 
tigonus fhquld enter upon any new device, while 
lie went with his kindred, w.hom hehad refcued at 
Maflada, to Samaria. When he had fettled tjiem 
fecur^ly, he advanced into Galilee^ to reduce cer- 
tain garrifons pofTefied in that province by Anti- 
gonus. Hccamcup to Sepphoris in a deep fnow, 
and took the place without any difficulty j^for the 
Jw£f c? ~ garirifon quitted it without making any refiftance. 
. When he had given his men time to refrefli them- 
felves after the fatigue of the winter, there being 
in th^t city abundance of neceflaries, he turned his 
armsagainft the free-bopters that (heltered them- 
felves in caves, ancl, by fallies^and incurfions, an- 
noyed the inhabitants more than an open and pro- 
fened enemy in the courfe of war. He feht three 
companies of foot, and a . troop of horfe, before him 
to Arbela, and followed them himfelf forty days 
after, with the reft of his army. The free-booters 
Encounters were not in the leaft alarmed at this incurfion, but, 
^robbers oa the contrary, advanced againft them in a body, 

confident of the condud arid courage of their lea- 
der.. When it came to a pitched battle, they put 
, to flight Herod*s left wing; but Herod wheeling 
upon them immediately With his right, not only 
. ftopt the flight of his own men, but brought them 
on again with fiiHi fury, that the robbers, not be- 
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When Herod had exterminated thefe robbers, rherob- 
jhe Isft jonly fiich^ force behind him as he Judged beware 
necefiaryT to preferve the public tranquillity. He S^aa.*. 
rleft the command to Ptolemy, and returned to Sa- > 
maria, in order ; to march againft' Antigonus, witfi 
.three, thoufand foot/and fix hundred horfe: The 
malecpnt.ent^ of Galilee took: advantage of Herbd's ^Scd 
abfence, fell upon Ptolemy by furprize, and flew and flain* 
him. /They alio laid the. country wafte, and then 
re tire clto bogs and places aim oft inacceflible. He- 
rod no {boner received' intelligence of this difor- Hcrodfo 
der, than he returned, cut off great numbers of .the preff«. 
feditious, raifed the fifege of the fdrtreffes they had n 10 ^*"- 
inverted, and fined the cities an hundred taleilts 'I 
•for the riots. - , -7."* % • J 

The Parthians being riowdefcated, and Pacorus 
-ilain, Ventidius, by order of Anthony^ difpatched 
Machasras to Herod, with a thoufand horfe, and two 
legions, as auxiliaries to him againft Antigonus. 
Antigonus had fentMachseras a letter, complaining 
of the indignities he had received from Hfcrod, 
with a very cpnfiderable offer to enter into his 
intereft.: Though Machasras did not cortiply, as 
he had greater expectations of ad vantage from ef- 
poufing the caiife of Herod, he- kipt fair with 
the other party, and feemed difpofed to treat 
with him on the bufinefs ; but this was to found 
him as to^ the prefent ftate of his affairs, though 
- directly repugnant .to the opinion iand advice of 
,Herpd. ■. - .. . ./^ : . - 

Antigonus, by this timc^difcoveringhis intention, 
not only refufed hipa entrance, upon his approach to 
the city, btjit kept^Mi^flrwith darts and arrows as 
a profefled eriem}%^Sfechceras was fo mortified at 
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this difappointmfcnt, that he went to Herod atEm- 
maus, and, In the fury of his rage, put all the Jews 

to death he could meet with, whether friends or 
foes, or attached to 'the iutcreft of Antigonus or 
Herod. 

Herod was fo enraged at this mercilefs out- 
r age, that , at fir ft, he determined to avenge himfelf 
on MacJueras ats an open enemy ; but lie cooled upon 
reflection , add chofe rather toaccufe hitn before An- 
thony* Machscras, confeionsof the atrocious na- 
ture of his conduct, inftantly followed Herod r and 
by fubmifCortSi protcftations, and importunities, 
fued for pardon. But this did not divert him from 
going to Anthony ; and hearing that he was at that 
time befiegihg Samofata, a ftrong place upon • the 
Euphrates, he made the greater expedition to come 

up to him, in order to ingratiate himfelf by fomfc 
fignal proofs of his fidelity and courage. His ar- 
rival put a fpeedy end to the liege'; heflcw 'great 
numbers of the 1 barbarians, and obtained immehfe 
booty. Anthony , who always maintained a favour 
able opinion of: Herod, held him, upon this oc- 
caiion, in higher efteem than ever, which redou 
much to hi* honour, and encouraged his hope 
obtaining the kingdom. Antigdntis, in fine, 
compelled to deliver up Santo fata. 
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Jofeph^ the brother of Herod, is flain in a fkirmijb with 
Antigonus^ who treats his -remains with indignity. 
Sofius made general of SyVia. ' Prediction of Jofep/fs 
death. Herod invefis Jerufaleni^ and 'takes it by af^ 
fault. Commands the head of Pappus to be cut <fff\ 
in revenge for the death of Jbfeph] -r- Pufillanimityof 
Antigonus. r He^ is fent in chainrto Anthony , and be* 
. .headed. 



Avarice and illiberality of Cleopatra 



• 4 



DURING thefc Iran factions the affairs of Herod 
were in a precarious fituatiori ih'Judasa, which 
he left, in his- abfence, under the command of his 
brother Jofeph, upon this exprefs condition, that he 
fiiould make no attempt agamft Antigonus during 
Kis abfence. This advice proceeded from a fufpi- 
cion he entertained of the perfidy of Machaeras, 
founded upon former circumftances. But Jofeph, 
when his brother was at a diftance, became unmind- 
h iM of his injunction, and marched towards Jericho, 
iathly en. with four companies that Machceras had provided 

gages with *• * m i - 

A&tigonas. mm, to carry off the corn that was now fit for the 

fickle. The enemy fell upon him from the moun- 
tains, and, from the advantages of the place, and 
the occafion, gave him a total defeat, cutting all 
* the ^ omans to pieces, and the general himfelf, 
who left behind him the character of a great and 
Valiant man. Thefe were only new railed troops, 
levied in Syria, and had no veterans amongftthem 
to {upply the want of (kill and experience in their 
f ello w-foldiers . 

But fuch was thebrutality of Antigonus, that, not 
content with the vidfcory, he committed the moftun- 
manly infolenccs upon the remains of the dead, in- 
fulting over the body of Jofeph himfelf, and then 
ftriking off his head, though Pheroras offered a 
composition of fifty talents to avoid that indignity. 
Affairs were fb changed in Galilee, upon the niece fs 
of Antigonus, that they tookthe partizans of Herod, 
of the firft quality, and plunged them into the lake. 
The affairs of Idumasa underwent feveral altera- 

9 

tions where Machasras repaired the walls of the 
caftle of Gath. Herod was ignorant of thele trans- 
actions ; for, upon the taking of Samofata, Anthony 
made Sofius governor of Syria, with a charge toafc- 
fift him againft Antigonus ; and fo he<ieparted into 
Egypt. Sofius, upon this, fent away two compa- 
nies iij to Judcea, to join Herod ; and he himfelf fol- 
lowed foon after with the reft of the army. 

When Herod was at Daphne, near Antioch, he 
had a prefageof the death of his brother in a dream. 
Ashe leaped out of his bed in aconfufed manner, 
una* d t0 TOelfeng*r» arrived at that very in it ant to acquaint 

him with the calamity. The furprize ftruck him at 
firft j but when his grief had: a little fubfided, he 
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haftencd, with all expedition, in cjueft of the ene- 
my. Upon his arrival he took eight hundred of % 
the inhabitants, and one Roman cohort, to his a£ 
fiftancc. With this body he entered Galilee before 'Jjjjjl 
day, charged the enemy, and beat them back to* G| *V 
the caftle which they had left. He fat down before. 
it, and aflaulted it day after day ; but, before he 
could make himfelf matter of it, the weather be- 
came fo tempeftuous, that he was under aneceffity 
of drawing off his army into the next village. An- 
thony, fome few days after, fent him a reinforce- 
1 ment of another company, which put the garrifoii 
into fuch apprehenfions, that they efcaped from the 
caftle through favour of the night. 

After this Herod proceeded to Jericho to avenge 
himfelf of the death of his brother, where he fcerijs 
to have been preferved by a miraculous in terpofition Ha*,, 
of Providence. Thateveninghe gave a gratt&ta-j^t 
tertainment to : feveral perfons of the firft diftinc-fa?*!, 
tion ; and when the company had retired, and the* 0, 
hall was cleared; the roof fell to the ground. \ He 
took this remarkable cfcape as fo aufpicious apre* 
fage with reXpe& to the war in which he wafe en- 
gaged, that he decamped early the next morning. 
The enemy, in a body of about 6ooo men, cix&t 
down the mountains, and had a ikirmifh with lib . 
van-guard but they did not prefs on to clofe aSidn • 
with the Rotxians, affaulting them only. with darti 
and ftones at a diftance, by which means Herbd, : & 



he pafled, received a woujid in his fide. 

Antigonus, who piqued 'himfelf in being^up^ 
fed faperior to Herod, not only in the number but 
courage of his men, fent Pappus, his familiar 
friend, with an army, into Samaria, to try an en- 
counter with Machceras. Herod in the mean tiinfe 
took five towns, ravaged the enemy's country^icjeft 
troyediooo of the inhabitants, laid their houfesii 
a(hes, and fo returned to the main army, not far V 
from a village called Cana. • 

Now a great multitude of Jews reforted to hufi i 
daily, both from Jericho and other parts of iAeSwt 
country. Some were inoved from their hatred lib «»r- 
Antigonus, others from their rc(pe<9: to Herod, and c 
others from their love of innovation. Herod y& 
moft fanguinely defirons of bringing on ancnl^e-^^ 
ment; nor were Pappus and his army lefs* amdousdefm 




for the encounter ; fo that, without difmayi t&y 
boldly advanced to the charge. When they caifre tyM 
toclbfe a A ion, they madeaftout refiftanceforfdine^^ 
time ; but wherever Herod came, he was fo tranf- . 
ported with the fpirit of reveuere for the death of • 
his brother, that his enemies fled before him. In a 
word, a moft terrible flaughter enfued j forae were 
forced' back into the place whence they came, 
Herod ftill prefling and purfuing them, till be fell 
in with the thickeft of them in the town* The 
houfes were foon crowded with fugitives, and the 1 j 
very roofs covered with them. But thefe . were i 
eafily deftroyed ; and, upon beating down the 
buildings, feveral perifhed under the ruins, and j 
others by the fword ; and thofe who efcaped the 
one periftied by the other. The ftreets were fo 
blocked up with carcafles, that they found foine 
difficulty to march over themj and the fpe&acle 
was (b hideous, that it could not be feen without 
the moft thrilling horror. Upon confidence from 
this victory, Herod would certainly have marched 
immediately to Jerufalem, if the extreme rigour 
of the feafon had not rendered the ways impaffa- - 
ble . This was the only point wanting to crown his • 
vidtory, and effeft the irreparable ruin of Antigo- 
nus, who was now making the previous dilpofitions 
for abandoning the city. 

Herod, in the evening, havingdifmifled his friends, ^ 0 
to refrefh himfelf after the fatigue of the dav 5 pcri«» 
went to bathe, as is ufiial in fuch cafes, with onlyj^j^ 
one fervant to attend him, and was met on his way 
by one of the foldiers of Antigonus with a drawn 
fword, then by a fecond, then by a third, and. af- 
terwards by feveral more. Thefe werie men whohad 
fled thither with their arms out of the battle for re- 
fuge. Upon fight of the king they were feized with 
[ fuch dread and. tremour, that they paffed by moft 
precipitately ; and no one being at hand to appre- 
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hcrfd them, got off, while Herod fortunately tf- 
thehffjJ caped untouched. The day following he ordered 
** f **Kf the head of Pappus, the general of Antigonus, to 
liwiengc |, e (track off, and fentit to hi* brother Pberoras, 

in revenge for the blood of Jofeph, itho was flam 

by that very Pappus. 

jfcrtihyi When the fpring feafon came on, 
*£ w ' e " vanced toJerufaIem,drewhismentothe wpjis,and, 
ra cffl * for the advantage of the attack, encamped before 

raple, being the quarter from which Ptplemy 
had taken it. before. This was the third year fince 
Herod had been declared king at Rome 
figned all his troops their proper ftationg, and eve- 
ry man his poft in the fuburbs. . He ordered the 
cafting up of three ramparts, and the; building of 
turrets over them ; and when he had e*iven thefe 



the te 



He afw 




commiflions in charge to fuch of his officer? £S he 
could, beft confide in, he went himfclf to Samaria, 



to corifummate a marriage with Mariamne, , (the 
daughter of Ariftobulus, fon of Alexander,), to 
Marriei whpm he had been contra&ed fpme titue |>efore ; 

Haiiiooe- fa t h a t the ficge and the. snatch went on together 

iafpite of his foes. 

Upon this marriage he returned to Jerufalem with 
a number of additional troops, befidesa ftrongbo- 
dy ofhorfe arid foot, under Sofius, the Roman ge- 
neral, who was ferit to join him. The greater part 
of them took their march through the midland, and 
he himfelf through Phoenicia. The whole. army, 
upon the muftcr, amounted tb eleven regiments of 
foot, and fix thoufand horfe, befides a ftrpngrcr 
infof cement of Syrian auxiliaries. The aflault 
was made on the north fide ; Herod founding .his 

right upon the decree of the Roman fenate, that 
had constituted him king ; and Sofius preferring 
the comxriiffion of Anthony for the a (finance of 
Herod with the troops under his command. 



city 



v The Jews within the city werenowinthetttmoft 

confufiori arid diltrefs, the common people crowd- 
ing about the temple, and palling their judgment 
upon the times, inakind of enthuhaftical forebod- 
ing of future calamities. The mote bold and 
hardy part of the rabble \vent up and down, pillag- 
ing whatever they could reach, efpecially within 
the purlieus of the city, where they left no necef- j 
faries for man or horfe. The foldiers -oMitte'd 

bw nwL* not ^ n S for the defence of the place ; kept the af- 
feni the "failarits from their walls, and oppofed one iriftru- 

ment and ftratagem to another. But their chief 
manoeuvre was in mining, and breaking in upon 
the enemy before they were, aware. 

The k* n gi on the other hand, took care to PfQr 
vide againlt the depredations of the plunderers, 
and for T a {apply of provifions by convoys frquf 
abroad. The tews mult be allowed to havirdik 
played the gre ateftrefplu turn and courage, tfut were 
conftantl'y . excelled by the Romans in military (kill 
and experience. They maintained the conteft,how.- 
ever, with the utmoft bravery ; and, in cafe of any 
furprfce of the enemy from. their trenches, by (ally 
or attack, f^ouhd fome. means or other to fruftrate 
their attempts.. In fine, they fpared neither art or 
labour in the refolution they had taken to defend 
the city to the Iaft. But, after five months refift- 
aiice agairift fb vaft-an army* a chofen band, of 
Herod's nten were fo hardy as to mount the wall, 
with fome of the Roman centurions to fecond 
them, and thereupon fell into the city. 

Imvpediately upon their entrance, they pofted 
themfelvesround the temple, and as nearly as pot 
fible, while the army difperfed, and carried death 
and defolation, in the. molt hideous forms where- 
ever they went. The Romans were exafperated to 
revenge, by tliehardfhips they had endured in the 
courfe of the fiege ; arid the Jews of Herod's party 
wereimplacably cruel, in preventing the.efcape of 
any of'their adverfaries. The avenues of the city 
were covered with piles of maqgied carcafes ; for 
the conquerors fpared neither age or.fex j nor was 
the temple itfelf any longer a fandtuary ; nay, 
though the king himfelf commanded them, upon 
their allegiance, to hold their hands, and defift 
from the. maflacre, they went on with the carnage 
to a degree of inhuman phrenzy. 
No. ap. 
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AH tigomis, with the tftoll ddfiardty pufillamtt^tyi 
without regard to his rank, or paft. or prefent'fw* Merowft.. 
tunc, came down from the citadel, arid proftrated nu£ n,, *° - 
himfelf before Sofius, who, withbut difcovcring 
the leaft pity for his calamitous condition, taunted 
him with a declaration that his name fliould be no 
longer Antigonus, but jfntigona. Bui though iie 
named him, he did not treat him like a woman ; 
for he was loaded with chains, ahdlcept a prifoner. 
Herod's prefent concern, after fubdmng his ene- 
mies, was to r eftrain the impetuofity of his jForeign 

e 'preueA £6 violently 
into the temple, prompted by curiofity to fce^tbe 
building, and its valuable contents, that it was with' 
the utraoft difficulty he could keep them in. order, 
-either by itien aces jtmtrcaties, and ibfaetikneiblb'ws^ ; 
accounting that his vit2x>ry -woriid be worfd th^a4 
dcfeiit, ^ if it terid^d to expofc thi>ffe.facredthtttg4 ^ 
.wlrich ? by the Jeivifh Jaw, were rtaius V.eil«d firti v 
the fight of the: prophane, y 



: Jtte, then proceeded to tnte regtil^tipn of the folr , 
.dfery in th em atter or bill age , per tauten tly obfer vin^ 
to Sofius, that, byJeavitig^neiitier men or mb- 
»ey, the Romans would render him king of a d«- 
Jert, jather than^pf a ^city^and people j and that n$ 
judged fthe dominion of the wSole liabltable eartfe 
tpo : fmall a compenjation ,for the. slaughter, of fp 
many 'citizens.** Sofius replied, « that itlwas*6ut ""°A?^ 

• r* J mm . r»it» t* 1* j Z vents the 

juit to allow the foldiers this plunder, as a reward plundering 
for^what they hdd fuflFered during. the .Kege." He- otthcc »>- 
rdd rejoined > " that. he VrouMfeejnftice done every 
individual out of his own ■ £riv a te Fortune : Siy 

this, generous manner of proceeding, he pre feirved 
the'reihainderof his country ; andirfterwards ful- 
filled his^ prornife to the army, by smaking liberal 
prefents to each private fb|dier r and in* proportion 
to the officers, with a;foyal bounty "to Sofius him- 
felf; fo that, upon the whole; he gave univcrfai 
fatisfadion. Sofius after this dedifcated a golden 
crown to facred fervices, and then le/t Jerufalem, 
carrying Antigonus bc/iind to Anthony, flattering 
himfelf with the hope of meixyi till the axe put< a 
period to an ekiftemie not wbrthy of being pto- ^hi," 

traded* < .L"- head. 

- : . The multitude iii the city w;ei 4 e divided ; l*nd tte^ 
tod ^iftinguifhed |>arty from party, conferring bo^ 
nours on his Frlendfe^ to attach them to his ibt ere ft, 
and. putting the ddherertts of Antigonus to death i „Zds h?i 
When his finances ifan lovr,he divided the ittoft Va- £ ic ^ n ' 
luable bf hii effeiSs betwixt' Anthony arid thofe im- him^e C if SC, 
mediately about his per fon : But this did riot prove °P° n L 
an effectual fecurity j foi*l Anthony was fo infatuated ™* 
vVith a. predilecaioii' for Cleopatra, that he could 
deny her nothing.- This efcecr able wo hi ah having 
fated her. cruelty, with -the*, blood of all her own 

kindred, turned her implacable fury againft ftran- 
gers, by calTlmniatin^.rain of rank and fortune to 
Anthony, and prevailing with him to taufe then! 
ta be ptit to death, to. obtain ppfleffion pf their 
eftates#- Her avarice tranfported her fo far againft Avatice 
the Jews and Arabians, that (he -entered into a^fe-^c^eity 
cret praftice on thelrves of . their kings, Herod-awd f ai ^ 0m 
Malidhus; Anthony amufed her wiih fdir wpfds^ 
and feemingcoriipliaricei j but, though he could dot 
indulge her fp far as to ^ake away the lives of two 
kings who had treated him with fuoh lingular reA 
peA, he violated, the terms of friendfhip.that .fub- . 

lifted bet weett thietki, put her in ^pdiTdftion of 
gredt part of thAir territories j "for. iriftarice, tlie 
lands in fericho,^ Yd fa^dus for pdirii-trde^ arid the 

balfaw plant, and aft the cities upon tHe Vlver £leu- 

therusy except Tyre dndSiddn. i^herx he had gra- 
tified her with thdfe prints, fhe>ccompariied him 
as far'as thdEurphrates in his ertpeditioii againft the 

Parthians, and lb took her way iiito tud£ea,by Apa- 
iina and DanAafcus. . 
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Herod had already attempted, l^y large prefents, ^ 
to conciliate the favour ofCleppatraj but her cruelty 
wasfo implacable^ and her avarice foinfatiable,that 
former largeffesKadnpeffcfl: ; fo that he found him- 
felf under a neceffi^y fallowing her two hundred 
talents out of the retrpntfes of . Judnsa, and then 
with thcutmoft obfequioufnefs conducted, her to 
Pelufiubi*. . Anthony, 4bon returned from the Par- 
tfiian war^ with Artabazes, the fon of Tigranes, his 
'aP" : 
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prifoner, whom he prelcated to Cleopatra, with 
the whole booty. 

CHAP. XIV. 



■ * 



The craft and treachery of Cleopatra. Ilcrod waged 
war with various Juccefs. A tremendous earthquake 
in Judaea. The Jews alarmed at the fate of feveral 

* of their ambaffadors. Animating addrefs of Herod 
to his foldiers. Its powerful eff eft. Herod brings 
the Arabians to a&ion, and totally defeats them. 
They petition Herod to take' them under his pro- 
tection. 



Craft and 
treachery 
of Cleo- 
patra. 




Herod is 
rooted by 
the Ara- 
bian*. 



Afterward* 
takes his 
revenge. 



N the breaking out of the war in A&iuni, He- 
rod being at liberty, propofed to accompany 
Anthony in that expedition ; for he had gained pol- 
feffion of Hyrcania from the filler of Antigonus, 
and all things were now compofed and eafy ; at 
home. But Cleopatra, left Herod fhould be a com- 
panion in the danger with Anthony, craftily di- 
verted him from hisdefign. Thisprincefs, having 
a mortal averfion to the kings both of Judaea and 
Arabia, perfuaded Anthony to commit theconducSt 
of the Parthians to Herod ; forefeeing as the con- 
sequence, that, if he iucceeded in the enterprize, 
flie fhould be queen of Arabia j if otherwife, queen 
of Judaea. 

* 

This crafty defign tended to the advantage of 
Herod, who, having levied a great body of horfe, 
Tent them a gain ft the Syrians about Diopolis, where 
he attacked them, and, after fome refiftance, drove 
them out of the field. Upon this defeat the Ara- 
bians drew together a formidable army, and polled 
them at Camatha, in Coelo-Syria, there to await 
the arrival of the Jews. Herod was now advanc- 
ing towards them ; but, upon fight of their num- 
ber and difpofition, he found it expedient to be 
more than jjfdinarily watchful, and therefore or- 
dered the raifing.of a wall -about the camp. But 
the people were fo elated with one vicftory, that, 
regardlefs of Herod's precaution, they fell on with- 
out ceremony, and routed the Arabians at the very 
firft onfet. But Herod himfelf efcaped very nar- 
rowly upon the purluit, by a body or the troops of 
Camatha, which were fent in by Athenion to the 
relief of the Arabians. This Athenion was one of 
Cleopatra's generals, anci a deadly enemy to Herod. 
Animated by this reinforcement, the Arabians ral- 
lied, fcattered Herod's army, and purfuing them 
through crags and woods, flew many of them in the 
chace. Thofe who efcaped fled to an adjacent vil- 
lage, called Ormiza, where they were pent up and 
fiirrounded ; and the Arabians made therafclves 
matters of the camp, and the men that were in it. 
Soon after this fevere check, Herod brought up 
iuccours ; but could not repair the lodes fuftained 
by the late difafter, which was owing to the con- 
tumacy and difobedienceof his officers^ for if they 
had not been too fanguine and precipitate, Athe- 
nion could never have had an opportunity of put- 
ting his plot into execution. But he avenged him- 
felf afterwards upon the Arabians by furprizes and 
incurfions, and, by feveral victories, compenfated 
for one defeat. 



An earth- 
quake in 
Judxa* 



one providential calamity. This was inthefeventh 
year of his reign, in the beginning of the fpring, 
and the mid ft of the war at Acffcium. It was a tre- 
mendous earthquake, that deftroyed an immenfe 
number of cattle, and near thirty thoufand people ; 
but the army that lay in the field fuftained no in- 
jury. It was in reality a fad difafter ; but gaining, 
as ufual, upon report, the Arabians took it for 
granted that Judaea was totally overwhelmed, and 
flattered themfel ves into an opinion, that they fhould 
get aland deftitute of inhabitants into their power. 
Jewish am. j n t hi s confidence they put certain Tewifh ambafla- 
pnt to dors, who were then with them, to death, and ad- 
iieaih. vanccd into the cpuntry to take pofleflioh of it. 

This formidable inroad of the Arabians ftruck the 
Jews with fuch a terror, especially as they had un- 
dergone fo many calamities upon one another, that 
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duce them to reafort and 1'efolution by the follow- 
ing fpecch : 
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cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 
cc 



" You are here, in my opinion, (faid he,) under 
molt nnreafonable apprehenfion. I will allow you 
to indulge your forrows under the hand of an 
" offended God ; but to fubjcdl yourfelves to the 
fame defporidencies and palfions, for fear of the 
power of men, is a mearinefs of foul below your 
courage. Nay, fo far am I from any dread of 
an enemy ,' after this earthquake, that it looks to 
me rather as if Providence had ordered the 'eh- 
fnaring of your adverfaries, by this temptation, 
into a vengeance for the injuries they have done 
you : nor do they lay fo much ftrefs upon the 
force of their own arms or valour, as upon the 
opinion they have of our abjecft and miferable 
ftate. Butthofe are falfe hopes, when men fup- 
port themfelves upon the infirmities of others, 
u rather than upon their own virtue. Nor is there 
" any certainty either in profperbus or adverfe for- 
tune, as they are both unfteady, and take their 
turns. For a confirmation of this do&rine, you 
need gonofarther than to the late battle, where 
w;e were mafters one hour, and at mercy the 
next. This is the Very cafe of our enemies at 
prefent, . or I am much deceived. They think 
they take, and they are taken. People that are 
over-confident are unwary; but a conficlerate 
fear makes men provident; fo that the very 
ground of your apprehenfion is the foundation 
of my aflurance. You would needs be charg- 
ing the enemy contrary to order, and forwarder 
than you fhould have been ; and Athenion, you 
u fee, made advantage of-your error. But you 
yourfelves are now upon the referve : your deli- 
c * berations are fober, and not fantaftical ; which is 
<c a difpofition that I look upon as an omen of a 
cC certain victory. This is the right temper of a 
<c brave man before he comes into acftiou ; but let 
u him referve his fpirit till he has occafion for it ia 
€C the field. So let it be your bufinefs now to con- 
" vince your enemies, by force of arms, that 
" the Jews will fooner part with their lives than 
" their reputation ; and ftand firm at laft under 
" all misfortunes ; nor ever own the Arabians for 
iC their mafters, who have fo often been their 
" flaves. * ; 
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There befel Herod in the courfe of his fuccefles li * c 



cc But why this fear at laft for things inanimate \ 
cc How comes an earthquake to be a portend, or a 
u prefage of things to come ? Is there any thing 
" more natural than the agitations and difordersof 
c< the elements ? They, do not foretel calamities, 
tc but they actually bring and create them. It is 
poflible that there may be fome forerunning 
figns of plagues, famine, and earthquakes, to 
come ; but when they are Once come, the greater 
they are the fooner, will they be over. Or put 
the cafe we fhould be conquered now, which is 
worfe, the war or the earthquake ? But there's 
a deftination of thefe people to ruin, even by 
their own hands, without the help of enemies, 
that could be fo impious and inhuman, as, con- 
trary to the laws of nature and nations, to dip 
their hands in the blood of our ambafladors, and 
" dedicate the facrifice to God for the fuccefs of 
the wl* . Can they ever think to efcape the all- 
feeing eye and almighty power of ai' vindictive 
God, whenever we fhall but rbuze'in us the cour 
rage and zeal of our forefathers, and call thefe 
perfidious violators of leagues and public faith 
to a feyere and juft account ? Wherefore ftand 
" up, my fellow-foldiers ; not for your wives, chil- 
<c dren, or country, but to revenge the murder of 
" your ambafladors, whofe very blood will confe- 
" crate the caufe ; and ihofe heroes, dead as they 
<c are, will do you more good in the head of your 
" army, than the living commanders of it. Do yott 
" but follow where I will lead you, and I will afk 
<c no more. Only one word of caution ; be not 
<c rafh ; and when it comes to the trial, they will 
" not dare to look you in the face. 

This animated addrefs infufed fiich ardour into 
the foldiers, that Herod, availing himfelf of theop- 
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portunity, facrificed, and, without delay, pafledhis 
Herod was under a neceflity of attempting to re- it army over the river Jordan. He pitched his camp 
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at Philadelphia, not far from the enemy, with acaf- 
tie betwixt them, which looked as if the caftle was 
to be the fubjeft of difpute. Herod, at that diftance, 
* .provoked them to a battle, defiring nothing more 
, than to bring it to a fpcedy iflue ; for the enemy 
had fent people before to take pofleflion of this 
caftle ; but Herod's party, without much difficulty, 
repelled them, and gained the afcent. Herod drew 
out every day in order of battle to dare the Ara- 
bians to a combat : but when he perceived they 
would not anfwer the challenge, (for they were 
all in a confirmation, and Alt emus, their general, 
above the reft,) he attacked them in their trenches, 
and fo forced them to a battle ; upon which they 
entered in fiich diforder, that their horfe and foot 
were mixed together. They were, indeed, fupe- 



F THE JEWS. 

" clemency, is founded upon a confcioufiiefs of 
tc having a&ed confidently with the character of 
" an honeft man and a fincere friend." 

» 

Caefar, ftruck with this addrefs, thus rejoined i 

ct Herod, be fecure, be happy, be ftill a king, 
and that more firmly than ever ; as I am confident rcp y ' 
fo generous a friend muft make a good gover- 
" xio'r; Be as faithful irt your attachment to the 
Cc conqueror as you have been to the vanquifhed, 
u and I fhall cherifli the hope of deriving mighty 
" benefits frdm fo exalted a mind. Anthony has 
c< been fwayed by the counfelsof Cleopatra to our 
" mutual advantaged Reft, therefore, content 
" with the confirmation of the kingdom to you ; 



cc 



rior to the Jews in number, but inferior in valour j J| cc and I fhall take care that, in future, you (ball find 



although they were obliged to expofe themfclves 
to danger from their defperate fituation. 

TheAra- While they refilled, the flaughter was not great j 
bimi are H u t when once they turned their backs, between 
w>*bw e tho ^ e t b at f e n i n t ] ie p Ur fui tj an j thofe that were 

trampled to death by their own people, there were 
5000 miffing ; and the reft were driven into the 
camp, where Herod foon encompafled and befieged 
them. They were alfo much diftrefled for want 
of water. In this embarrafled fituation they fent 
ambafladors to Herod, with an offer of fifty thou- 
fand talents for a compofition ; but he would not 
fo much as deign them an hearing. They came 

The Ara- out after this in troops in the torment of a raging 
biansfo- thirft, and delivered themfelves up to the Jews at 
rirafcires difcretion ; fo that, in the courfe of five days, He- 
f : ;5 crc ' ro< * ^ad ^ our thoufand of them in bonds. Upon 

the fixth day the remainder of them, in a tranfport 



<c no detriment from the ldfs of Anthony. 

Auguftus Csefar, after this fpeech, with great hu- Herodfr » 
manity adjured Herod not to doubt of his friend- ^ n j£ rac< * 
fhip ; and then putting the crown upon his head, kingdom'; 
confirmed his title to it by an a A of ftate, with ho- 
nourable commendations of his character. When 
Herod had made due acknowledgments, by fair 
words and fumptuous prefents, he. interceded with 
the emperor in behalf of Alexander, one of An- 
thony^ friends, to obtain his pardon ; but Ca^far 
would not hearken to his folicitation, declaring that 

his offences were unpardonable. 

As Auguftus was afterwards paffing through Sy- 
ria into £gypt, Herod entertained him with royal ^" u r ^ 5 
magnificence; and Casfar, in return, did him the rosgmfi- 
honour of caufing him to ride by his fide, while he * n r f£ la 
wasreviewing his troops about Ptolemais. Herod 



about 7000 men were flain on the fpot. This ftroke alfo made a plentiful provtfion of water for them, 

imnned Herod's revenge upon the Arabians ; for it 
humbled them to that degree, that they chofe him 
afterwards as their prote&or. 



CHAP. XV. 

Herod's free addrefs to Caefar at Rhodes , upon the de- 
feat of Anthony at Attium. His gracious reception 
from the emperor. He is confirmed in his government 
with larse additions* 



1 • • 



THE affairs of Herod how took a profperous 
turn ; but the news of the defeat of Anthony 

defeated at — - - - - - - <* 



1 * 

His apprehen- 



mm* at Adtium affecfted him molt fenfibly, as he enter- 
tained the higheft regard for him 
lion, however, was not juftly founded; for Csefar 
could never think Anthony abfolutely fupprefTed, 
as long as Herod continued to aflift him. Herod, 
in confequence of this unfortunate event, repaired 
to Rhodes,, where Auguftus was at that time, and 
prclenting himfelf without any enfigns of roy- 
alty, in the habit of a private man, but with the 
majefty of a king, thus candidly and frankly ad- 

drefled him : 

" I muft confefs, mighty Casfar, that as Antho- 
Herod»ad. u ny made me a king, I have exerted my regal au- 
dita " thority in the fervice of the benefatftor from. 
c*?ar. <c whom I received it. And you yourfelf , if I may 

cc be permitted to fpeak freely, would have found 
<c the effects of my fervices,, had I not been diverted 
" by the Arabian war. It did not, however, pre- 
tc vent me from fending fupplies both of troops and 
u provifions ; uor has this laft fatal blow at A£tium 
44 in theleaft abated my zeal for the intereft of my 



cc 



patron. I could not, indeed, furnifh him with 
" men and arms, nor attend him iir perfon upon 
u the occalion ; but I gave him this falutary coun- 
u fel, to detach himfelf from Cleopatra, which 
cc done, I promifed him money, fortrefles, troops, 
4C nay, my very felf, as an afliftant in the war againft 
44 you. But, through his infatuation to a woman 
on the one hand, and your fuccefs in arms on the 
" other, all our efforts are fruftrated ; fo that the 
" fate of Anthony and Herod are involved ; we fell 
upon the fame day, and with his fortune I now 
4 laid down my crown. All my pretence to gain 
No, 29. 



during their march to Pelufium through a dry 
country ; nor were there any neceflaries wanting ; 
infomuch that Casfar, impreffed by thefe extraor- 
dinary inftances of his munificence, declared to his 
train, that the kingdom of Judsea was too little for 
the mind of fo great a prince. 

Cleopatra and Anthony being both deceafed up- 
on CsefaT's arrival in Egypt, he not only conferred J*^J^J* 
new honours upon Herod, but annexed to his king- 1 w c * 
dom thofe parts which Cleopatra had taken from 
him, with Gadara, Hippion, Samaria, and the 
maritime cities, Gaza, Anthedon, Joppa, and the 
Tower of Straton. He alfo prefented him with 
four hundred Gauls, who had been Cleopatra's body 
guards. He alfo gave him the province of Tra- 
chon, with Bataneaand Auranitis, upon the follow- 
ing occafion. 

It had been a common practice with Zenodorus, 
who refided in a manlion he hired of Lyfanias, to 
fend robbers out of Trachon to Damalcus. The 
inhabitants applied themfelves to Varus, at that 
time governor of Syria, for relief, entreating hint 
to reprefent their calamitous fituation to Gsefar. 
Varus accordingly complied with their requeft;* 
and the emperor fent him orders immediately to , 
fupprefs thefe robbers ; in confequence of which' 
parties being difpatched to all fufpecled places, 
they freed the country from thofe pefts of fociety .' 
The governor alfo having been Enjoined to deprive 

orus of a part of his eftate, Ccefar beftowed it 




upon Herod, to fecure it from being any longer a 
receptacle for thofe caterpillars, appointing him, 
at the fame time, governor of all Syria. He alfo gorenSo/ 
cautioned the fubordinate rulers to confult He- 
rod in all matters of importance ; and, upon the >ru ' 
demife of Zenodorus, gave him all the land be- K 
tween Trachon and Galilee. But Herod was 
more abundantly gratified by the confideration 
that he was beloved by Ccefar above all men liv- 
ing, next to Agrippa ; and by Agrippa next to 
Casfar. From thefe concurring circumftances he 
was advanced to a great degree of human feli- 
city, and evinced a magnanimity equal to his 
exaltation, by adapting his acquifition to laudable- 
purpofes. 
r aFa 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Herod cretts feveral magnificent buildings both at home 
and abroad. Repairs the temple. Calls the caftle on 
the north fide Antonia^ in allufion to Anthony ; and 
two other fumptuous edifices Caefarion and Agrippion, 
in honour ofCaefar and Agrippa. Immortalizes their 
names by fpecial dedications, particularly that of Se- 
bdfle in Samaria. Caefar's royal bounties to Herod. 
Herod builds Antipatris, to the memory of Antipater ; 
Cypros to that of Cypris j and Herodion to that of 
Herod. Repairs Stratotts Tower \ and adds to it a 
fiately palace. A fpacious port between Dora and 
Joppa. Detail of the various inftances of Herod 9 s 
extenfive munificence, and extraordinary atchievc- 
ments of mind and body, which acquired him anuni- 
verfal fame. 

TTEROD in the fifteenth year of his reign, applied 
Jtt himfelf f o the repairing and rebuilding of the 
temple, whichhe accomplifhed with iplendid mag- 
nificence, and at immenfe charge, as appeared from 
the (lately galleries round about it, that were raifed 
from the very foundation, and the caftle on the 
north fide adjoining to it, which, for grandeur and 
elegance, was not inferior to the royal palace itfelf , 
giving it the name of Antonia, alluding to his fa- 
vorite Anthony. He greatly enlarged the enclo- 
fure round about the temple ; and raifed upon an 
eminence, that overlooked the city, two fuperb fpa- 
cious ftru&ures, comparable to any temple, which 

farion and ^ c called Cefarion and Agrippion, in honour of his 
Agrippion. two illuftrious friends Csefar and Agrippa. 

Nor did he reftrain his zeal for perpetuating the 
memories of three celebrated characters to palaces 
and particular fabrics, but dedicated whole cities to 



Herod's 
magnifi- 
cent edi- 
fices. 



The cita- 
dels Ce- 



EgyP 1 from Phocnecia, run great rifquc froth' A 
fouth-weft wind, which fcts in with fuch violcnci 
upon the rocks, that it rebounds in eddies, and : 
raifes a turbulent fea. 

But the king's liberality and refolutions fur- 
mounted all the difficulties and obftrudtions that 
could arife either from fituation or expence j for 
he built an haven there larger than the Pyreneum 
at Athens, with ftations, for the largeft fliips to 
ride in with the utmoft fecurity from wind and aft 
weather. It was fo fortified againft the violent? 0 * 
furges of the fea, and ornamented fo agreeably to 
the View, as to admit of no addition, either of 
ftrength or beauty of contrivance. 

Upon taking meafure for the dimenfionsof the 
port, he ordered huge Hones to be caft into the fea 
at twenty fathoms water. The greateft part were 
fifty feet in length, nine in depth, and ten broad, 
and fome ftill larger. When they had filled up the - 
fpace t6 the furface of the water, they carried on a 
wall two hundred feet wide ; the one half to break 
the force of the waves in the nature of a mole, from 
whence it was called Procymasa, and the other for 
the fiipport of the turrets that were fixed upon it ; 
to one of which he gave the name of Drufion, in 
compliment to Drums, Casfar's kinfman. 

There were alfp a great number of vaults for 
ftores ; and before and above thefe vaults a pave- 
ment of flat ftones, that ferved both as a landing- 
place and walk for recreation. It fronted the 
north, which, upon that iquartcr, is themoft gentle 
of all winds. On each fide of the entrance flood 
three coloffi, mounted on pillars. Thofe on the 
left hand were fupported by a ftrorig tower of one 
entire ft one an>d; thofe on the right by two large 
ftones, in the form of columns joined together. The 



iamari5/ n t ^ ie immortalizing of their fame to pofterity ; for II buildings next the port were all of white ftorie ; 



dedicated inftance, Sebafte, in Samaria, a city twenty fur- 
to Au ~ longs in compafs, with a ftately wall about it, a 



to 



and the ftreets that led from the city to the quay 
exa&ly uniform. Upon an hill, oppolite the mouth 



colony of 6000 inhabitants planted in it, and an en- I of the haven, flood Casfar's Temple, a building, 



dowment of fruitful lands belonging to it, with 
peculiar immunities to the people. Amongft other 
eminent works he eredted a majeftic temple, with 
an area of three furlongs and an half about it j and 
this temple he dedicated to Auguftus Csefar. 

■ 

After this Casfar gratified Herod, with an addi- 
tional donation of lands ; and Herod, in acknow- 
ledgment, erected another temple, of white po- 
lifhed marble, near the head of the river Jordan, at 
a place called Panium, whichhe alfo dedicated to 
his illuftrious patron. Not far from hence ftands a 
mountain of ftupendous height, that overhangs the 
crags and rocks, and looks down into a deep valley. 
At the bottom is a dark and hideous cavern, worn 
and hollowed to fuch a depth by the conftant fall of 
waters upon it, that it cannot be founded. From 
the foot of this cavern there bubbles forth an ifTue 



in magnitude and curiofity, not inferior to that of 
Jupiter Olympus, from "the model of which it was 
taken; as alio of another at Rome, that did not 
fall fliort of the temple of Juno at Argos. Herods 
defign, in ere&ing this ftately tower and port, was 
the advantage of the province, and the fecurity of 
voyagers ; and, to the honour of Ccefar, he called Kaoofc 
itCefarca. Cefra 

Th ere was other famous works of Herod worthy bui}&«* 
of record ; as a fpacious market-place*^ a theatre, andhfc* 
an amphitheatre, s"md the* inftitution 6f the Ludi um% 
Quinquennales, fo called from their being games ap- 
pointed to be celebrated every fifth year, which he 
dedicated to the honour of Auguftus. He was the 
firft who, in the I9id olympiad, propounded hono- 
rary rewards, not only to. the vi&ors themfelves, 
but to the fecond and third cpmpetitor, in courfe 



of feveral fprings, which, according to tradition, OHe after another. He repaired Anthedon, which 



palfes for the fource of the river Jordan. 

°roo C fs of The king gave equal proofs of his magnificence 
llisgrari- at Jericho, where he caufed to be eredted, betwixt 

P«ron°. h " the ca ft le of Cypros and the old palace, other ftately 

and commodiousbuildings, and called them by the 
the names of the fame auguft perfonages. In fine, 
he did not leave one confiderable place in the whole 
kingdom without fome monumental memorial to 
the fame of Csefar. When he had ornamented the 
borders of the temples throughout Judsea, he did 
the like in the provinces, diftinguifhing feveral of 
them by the name of Cefarea. 

As Herod was on this pr ogre fs along the coaft, he 
obferved one maritime city amongft the reft, with 
all the decays of antiquity about it. It was known 
by the name of Straton's Tower, and appeared, 
from its fituation, worthy of the king's royal care 
He repairs and bounty. He not only repaired the caftle with 
roweTsc beautiful white ftone, but erefted a palace there 
wnids a pa- equal in grandeur to his other works. It lies be- 
acc * twixt Dora and Joppa, where there is no good 

haven ; and the paflageisfo dangerous, that mari- 
ners, who fhape their courfe that way towards 



had been nearly demblifhed in the war, and called 
it Agrippion ; and, as a teftimony of refped for 
his friend, inferibed the n.ame of Agrippa on the 
gate of the temple he had built there. 

Herod was a dutiful fon, as well as a generous 
friend and patriot ; for he founded a city to the J^ESt 
honour of his father, in the moft pleafant and ha fob* 
fruitful 



part 

plants and rivulets, 



of his dominions, abounding with 

which he called Antipatris 



There was a caftle alfo near Jericho, which was 
ftrong and delightfully fituated. This place he 
walled in, and gave it the name of Cypros, after his f c $£ 
mother. Nor was he unmindful of his brother mother. 
Phafael on feveral occafions ; as in a tower he built 
at Jerufalem, which he called Phafaelis; and like- 
wife a city to the north of Jericho, which he alfo 
called by the fame name. 

As he tranfmitted to pofterity the memories of 
his family and friends, he did not omit a memorial 
for himfelf ; for he built and fortified a caftle on a 
mountain of Arabia, which he called Herodion, af- a f t erh* 
terhis own name. He gave the fame appellation wt - 
alfo to an hill, which he caufed to be thrown up in 
the form of a woman's breaft, about fixty furlongs 
diftant from Jerufalem. This mount was encom- 
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palled at the fit mmit with round turrets : the circuit 
of it filled with royal apartments, as fplcndid and 
brilliant, within and without, as art and coft could 
render them* The flairs were of pure white mar- 
ble, comprifing two hundred flcps from the bot- 
tom to the top. It was of ftupendous height. At 
the feet of it he built other magnificent apartments 
for the accommodations of his friends, infomuch, 
that, confidering it was adapted to every ufc and 
convenience, it teemed to be a city rather than a 
caftle ; though it was nothing more than a ftru&ure 
ere<£ted for the temporary refidence of the king. 

Having given fo many proofs of manificence to 
difplay his liberality to his own fubje&s, Herod 
feemed difpofed to render foreigners partakers of 
his generofity . To this end he caufed public baths 
to be fet up atTripolis, Damafcus, and Ptolemais ; 
built flrong walls at Byblis ; galleries, council 
chambers, public magazines,, market-places, and 
.temples, at Berytus and Tyre; theatres at Sidon 
and Damafcus : an aquedud: at Laodicea ; water- 
works at Afkalon, with piazzas of exquifite work- 
jnanfhip. To fome he gave groves and harbours, 
to others lands. He appropriated annual revenues 
for the fupport of baths, diftributed corn to the 
neceffitous, and frequently furnifhed the inhabitants 
of Rhodes with money for equipping a navy, when 
occafion required it. He repaired the temple of. 
Apollo (called Pythium,) and rendered it more 
magnificent and commodious than it was in its 
priftine ftate. I might add, to thefe inftances, his 
liberality to the Ly fians and Samians ; his largeffes 
throughout Ionia, Athens, Laceda*mon,Nicopolis; 
and particularly his bounty to Antioch, one of the 
principal cities of Syria, that flood in a bog for the 
fpace of twenty furlongs, till he caufed the paflage 
to it to be paved with white marble, andfhelters to 
be put up againft foul weather. 

Men of narrow minds may fuggeft that thefe fa- 
vours were confined to a few particular places, 
to fuch we need only oppofe the obligations he 
laid upon the Elians, wherein not only the people 
of Greece, but the whole world were concerned; 
at leaft all thofe who have heard the fame of the 
Olympic games ; for when he found, upon his ar- 
rival at Rome, that thefe games were all that re- 
mained of ancient Greece, and that they wereupon 
the decline for want of money to fupport them, he 
not only took upon him the charge of that year, 
but fettled an annual allowance for the perpetual 
continuance of them. It would be endlefs to re- 
count the debts and tributes which he remitted, and 
particularly thofe of the inhabitants of Phafaelis, 
Batanea, and the fmall towns in Cilicia, where he 
difcharged them from the payment of their pen- 
fions. He would have extended his liberality ftill 
farther, but was prevented by an apprehenfion of 
incurring envy from other monarchs. 



Hi* corpo- 
ieal endow- 
ments. 



Herod pofiefled great flrength and agility of bo- 
dy, was an excellent horfeman, and difcovered 
perfeft fkill in the lance ; for he darted forty beads 
upon the cbace in one day. He was a confummate 
foldier, and finifhed fwordfman. In a word, he was 
as fortunate as accomplifhed y and if he failed in 
any warlike exploit, it was attributed to treachery, 
or the raflinefs of his foldiers, arid not to their gal- 
lant commander. 
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prevail in his family, 
and marries Mariamne. 
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fe of character. Great 

He puts away His wife Doris^ 
Expells his fon Antipater. 
Puts Hyrcanus to death. Caafes Ariftobulus to be 
drowned. Becomes icalous of the defigns of his wife 

I Mariamne nut to death. 



Calls Antipater from exile. 
Herod accufes Alexander be~ 



find fifler. Jofeph an 
Marries his two font. 
The craft of Antipater. 

fore Caefar. Alexander's defence. Reconciliation be- 
tween Herod and his fon. Herod entertained by Ar- 

ckelaus. Char after of Antipater. Machinations of 
No. io. 
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Antipattr's mother, and Salome, the fifler of Herod. 

J/erod's advice to hit font. Pheroras and Salome 
their mortal enemies. 



A plot projected upon Herod's 

Alexander apprcf 

Arche- 



life. His cruelty and unjufiice. 
/tended, and his friends put to tt/e torture. 

Pheroras von- 



laus debates the point with Herod; 



fejfes, and obtains his pardon. 
Alexander. 



Herod an advocate for 



titer. 



Archelaus brings Alexander to his fa- 
Eurycles the confident of Herod; * An accufa* 
tion brought agaittft Alexander and Ariftobulus: Se- 
veral put to the torture. Herod lifiens to calumnies. 
Salome irritates the father againft the font; andcaufes 
him to lay the brothers in chains. The king Opens the 
caufe before council at fiery t as. Sentence of death 
pajfed upon the brothers. The bravery ofTy/^and 
bajenefs of Tryphon. The brothers fir angled at Se- 
bafie. . 



HEROD, in the midft of his external fucceffes, 0r ^ n of 
was greatly perplexed by domeftic broils, the dir.. 
which took their rife from his putting away one Vcni? 
wife, and taking; to himfelf another ; for he ho 
fooner. became pofTefTed of the kingdom, than he 
difmilTed Doris, and married Mariamne, the tlaugh- 
ter of Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus. He ba- 

\ * 

nifhed out of the city Antipater, whom he hadby 
Doris, for the fake of the fons he had by Mariamne, 
and permitted him to come thither at no other 
times than the feftirals. He then put to death Hyr- 
camis, His wife's grandfather, upon his return from 
Parthia, under pretence of having plotted againft 
his life : for Barzapharnes having carried him 
away prifbner to the king of PartKia, after the tak- 
ing of Syria, the Jews, on the other fide of the Eu- 
phrates, from pure compaffion, fet him at liberty, 
and paid his ranfom. If lie had folio vved their 
counfel, and not pafTed over 

he might have lived fafe and happy ; but through 

a paflionate defire to revifit his own country, he Cjmfc of 

1 •ii i . • -r-r i r • the death 

was inveigled to his ruin ; as Herod was conlcious of Hyica . 
of his right and title to the government, though nus. 
he had no reafon to entertain a thought of his dc- 
fign to lay claim to it. 

Mariamne had five children by Herod, two 
daughters and three fons. The youngeft of the ™$^ 9 
latter died in the courfe of hk ftudies at Rome, by Herod.' 
The two elder were educated according to their 
royal defcent, both with refpeft to the dignity of 
the mother's extradtion, and their beJng born when 
their father was in poffefllon of the crown. But 
nothing moved Herod fo powerfully in their fa- 
vour, as the wonderful afcendancy Mariamne had 
over him, which grew to fuch an height, as to ren- ■-■? 
der him infenfible of all indignities and affronts. 
Mariamne requited this warmth of affedlion with 
an equal degree of averfion. She did not want mat- 
ter of pretence for difgufl, and prefumingupon the 
extravagantpaflionhehad for her, flie peremptori- 
ly charged him with the murder of Hyrcanus, and 
her brother Ariftobulus, andhighly aggravated her 
reproaches. The latter, an innocent youth, fhe 
obferved, but feventeen years of age when he was 
created high-prieft, was cut tiff as foon as he ob- 
tained that facred fundlion, ainidftthe approbation 
of the people, who wept with joy at his appearance shefcwe- 
in the pontifical veftments to officiate at the altar ; 
but the very fame night he was fent away to Je- 
richo, and there drowned in a lake, by the Gauls, 
at the inftaiice of Herod. 

Mariamne did not content herfelf with thefe out- inveighs 
rages againft Herod, but uttered the fouleft invec- j^"^^ 
tives upon his fifter and mother, which he heard mother, 
with patience, through the excefs of his affedtion. 
Thisincenfed them to that degree, that they con-Thewomen 
certed means toraife the indignation of Herod, and w1th l Hcrod 
to that end dropped fome oblique hints to him a s aill ft Ma - 
touching the honour and virtue of his wife. Amongft 1 ne * 



i 

* 




other plaufible matters they related the circum- 
ftance of Mariamnc's fending her pi&ure to An- 
thony, and the pains fte took to ingratiate herfelf 
with him from a principle of concupifcence ; ad- 
ding, that Anthony was fo great a libertine as to 
gratify his inordinate defires at theexpence of his 
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very life. Through the rageof jcidotffy, the con- 
federation of'Clcopatra'ainfauablc avarice and cru- 
elty, anil the power (be had over Anthony, in the 
iuftaiicc of Lyfaniaft, and Mulichus, the kings of 
Arabia, who were both put to death at her initia- 
tion, Herod was thundcrftruck at this intimation 
of his fiftcr and mother, apprehending danger of 
luting not only his wife, but his life alfo. 

In this perplexity of mind he determined to go 
to Anthony, and recommend the care of his wife, 
during his abfence, to Jofeph, the huflband of his 
fitter Salome, whom he had ever found faithful to 
him ; but with this fecret inftrudlion, that if An- 
thony took away his life, he Ihould caufe the death 
of jVprriamne. Jofeph immediately hinted this to 
the queen, as a proof of the' king's extraordinary 
aiTe&ion for her, fince he could not endure the 
thought of reparation even in death itfelf . Herod, 
upon his return, in an hour of daliance, was pro- 
teftingthe rhapfody of his affe&ion for Mariamne, 
and that he never had apaflion for any other of the 
fex; upon which the queen farcaftically replied, 
" that he had given an infallible proof of it in the 
order he had left with Jofeph to difpatch her." The 
difciofing of this very important fecret filled the 
mind of Herod with indignation, as he was per- 
fuaded Jofeph would never have divulged it but in 
the confidence of an amour. In this ftate of dif- 
tra&ionhe fuddenly arofe from his couch, went into 
the court-yard, and there met Salome, who avail- 
ing herfelf of fo fair an opportunity for calumniat- 
ing the queen, fo effe&ually confirmed Herod in his 
fufpicion, that, in the rage of jealouly, he ordered 
both Jofeph and Mariamne to be put to death . The 
command was no fooner ilfued than he repented of 
it; but the execution was done before it could be 
recalled. He affedted extreme compun&ion ; and, 
from the extraordinary pomp of her funeral folem- 
nities, and the grief he exprefled upon the occalion, 
feemed defirous of manifefting that he bore the fame 
efteem for the memory of his deceafed wife, as he 
had alFedtion for her perfon whilft living. 

inveteracy ^ ons °^ Mariamne were fo inflamed by the 

of the Tons horrid barbarity of this proceeding towards their 
amneju mother, that they looked upon their father as an 
^gamft their ope?i enemy 
father VO urable opinion of him, even when they were at 
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Rometogether,and wereconfirmed initupon their 
return to Judsea, as their knowledge improved by 
experience and obfervation. Being arrived at years 
of maturity, one of them married the daughter of 
his aunt Salome, who was mortally averfe to their 
mother. The other took to wife the daughter of 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. In procefs of time 
they indulged themfelves in a greater liberty of 
ipeech than formerly , and that confidence betrayed 
them to the malice of informers, infomuch that 
their enemies peremptorily aflured the king, that 
they had entered into a confpiracy againft his life, 
and that the fon-in-law of Archelaus defigned to 
go privately to Rome, with a complaint againft 
Herod himfelf toCcefar. When Herod had infor- 
mation of thefe tranfadtions he recalled Antipater 
to court, whom he had by his former wife, Doris, 
propofing to ufe him as a countermine againft the 
brothers, and to this end treated him with fingular 
tokens of refpecft. 

The brothers refen ting this preference, given to 
the fon of an obfeure woman, as the higheft in- 
dignity offered to princes of their illuftrious defcent 
on the mother's fide, took every occafion of figni- 
fying their difguft, and even indignation. Eut thefe 
means, inftead of furthering their defign, tended to 
the advantage of Antipater ; for he managed mat- 
ters fo artfully with his father, that, through the pre- 
vailing effe&of flattery on the one hand, and ca- 
lumny on the other, he brought it to this iflue at 
laft, that the brothers were totally excluded from 
the fucceffion, which was to devolve to him by vir- 
tue of his father's will and teftament. He was fent 
after this to Caefar in a kind of royal ftate, having 
the robes and train of a king, and only wanting the 

So elated was he with this pomp, that, 
through the means of infinuation and flander, he 
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introduced hU mother into Mariamne'* bed cham- 
ber } and at length wrought his father, by degrees 
into a defign upon the lives of his brothers* ' 

With this view Herod took Alexander to Romfe w .A 
with him, and there charged him, before Crcfar, 
with an attempt of taking away his life by poifon, 
When Alexander was admitted to his defence* and °' IC< ?- 
beforc a judge that was not to be impofed on either 
by Herod or Antipater, he cautioufly avoided lay- 
ing any imputation to his father, but, with great A, «**ri 
force of argument, refuted the calumnies brought defcaa " 
againft himfelf; demonftrated the innocence of his 
brother, who was involved in the fame accufation; 
and from thence proceeded to lay open the impok 
tures, frauds, and contrivances of Antipater, and j 
this with fuch power of elocution, and grace of ac- 
tion, as carried the ftrongeft convi&ion to the 
minds of the auditors, and impreflcd them with a ' 
due fenfe of his integrity, as well as his accomplifh- 
ments as an orator. This fpecch had fo powerful 
an effedl upon Caefar, that, rejecting the accufati- mw 
ons, he made them all friends, provided that the 
fons, in future, fliould be obedient to their father ; fccoa£iki 
and the father at liberty to appoint whom he plea- 
fed to fucceed him in the kingdom. 

Herod, at his return from Rome, could not but 
acquit his fons of the accufations brought againft 
them ; yet he could not caft away his fufpicions; 
for Antipater tampered with him fo effe&ually, 
that he kept jealoufies alive ; though he durft not 
openly avow his fentiments, left he fliould feem to 
difpute the authority of the arbitrator. He took 
his paflageby Cilicia, and fo to Eleufa, where hej^^ 
was received by Archelaus with great pomp andedredby 
refpecft, who congratulated him on the reconciiia- Arc!,e1 ^ 
tion effected between him and his foris. Archelaus • 
had not in the mean time been wanting, by letters, 
and other inftances, to his friends at Rome, to 
make intereft for Alexander. He conduced Herod 
as far as Zephyrium, where he prefented him with 
thirty talents, and took his leave. 

The king, upon his arrival at Jerufalem, called 1 
an aflembly of the people, and, in the hearing of 
his three fons, thus addrefled them on the fubje& of 
the late reconciliation. 

cc This is a bleffing which I fliall ever value in-^^ 
c< comparably above the glories of a crown, and tothepe*. 
tc which I fliall endeavourto preferve and improve t\ t ^ 
iC accordingly. It is to Casfar that Iftand indebted 6onRo * 
" for my dignity and eftate ; and to Cajfar again 
<c that 1 owe the liberty and privilege of appoint- 
u ing my own fucceflbr . It is to him alfo that I am 
6C to pay my acknowledgments, with this declara- 
<c tion, that I defign them all three both for the 
<c fovereignty and the fucceffion, if it may be agree- 
" able to the will of God and your good pleafure. 
cc The eldeft of them has the title of feniority ; the 
" other two may pretend to the dignity by their 
c< extraction ; and the command, at laft, is exten- 
cc five enough for all three. 

" As for thofe that Casfar hath united, and the 
father fet up, you muft be fur e to pay them all 
due refpedt ; that is to fay, it muft be impartial, ' 
equal, and juft, with regard to a precedency of 

<c birth-right ; for the advancing of one man before 

cc - - — - ' 

cc 
cc 

<c evil counfel or example, it fhall be my care to 
c< place wife and fober people about them, fuchasl 
<c can depend upon, and fuch as fhall be anfwcrable 

u for their <rood order and decorum. 



cc 
cc 
cc 



his time, will not be near fo great an obligation 
upon him that is preferred, as a difguft to the 
other that is poftponed. But now, for fear of 



" I do further expert from thefe minifters, as 
" well asfrom the officers of my army, that, for the 
cc prefent, they fliall own no other matter than my- 
" felf ; for it is not the government, but the hono^ 
" rary part of it, that I have tranfmitted to my 
<c fons ; fo that they may have the pleafure of a 
<c kind of regency, but the burden of adminiftra- 
u tion is to reft upon my flioulders ; and the laft re- 
" fiilt of matters, in the judgment j 

u tion of things, muft be my province. If you con- 



and determina- 
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m f| ( |(5f mrty age, the courfc of my life, or manner*, 
«* J am not fo far advanced upon the firft point, but, 
" by thecourfc of nature, 1 may be allowed many 
"'days. Neither have I done any thing to Shorten 
u my life by intemperate plcafurcs. As to my duty 
tt to God, 1 have been fo true to his holy worfhip, 
a that I will not defpair of the bleffing of a longer 
" time yet in this world, even in consideration of 
« thatzealand dcvotion# But if any of you fliall 
" take upon him to advance the fons while I am yet 
u living, in contempt of the father, let him expe& 
" tobefeverely punifliedforit. It would give me 
" pleafure to have my children honourably treated 
" in the world ; but young men are hot and prag- 
" matical, and 'tis but throwing a temptation in 
u their way to inflame their defires. People would 
" do well to confider, before they make thefe ap- 
" plications ; for it is my part, as men do well or 
" ill, to fee them rewarded or punilhed $ nor will 
«* I be wanting in that article of my duty. The 
" beft way will be for the fons and father to be all 
u of a mind ; for it is their intereft to have me go- 
tl vera, and it is mine for them to agree among 
" themfelves. 

a And now, my dear children, (fa^she,) confult, 
" in the firfl: place, that natural affe&ion which 
u Providence hath made common even to beafts 
» with men, and acquit yourfelves like dutiful 
" children to your father. "Blefs Ccefar, in the next 
iC place, for the good office of his mediation ; and 
u take it kindly from me, in the third place, that I 
" only defire what I have a right to command ; 
" that is to fay, let me entreat you to live amicably 
" as brethren. I Ihall now take care to provide 
" you fuch a train and equipage as may be fuitable 
4C to your quality. Be fure youlive peaceably one 
u with another ; and I befeech God to keep me 
u Heady in the fame mind/' 

r 

When the king had thus fpoken, he embraced 
his fons, and difmiifed the multitude. Some male- 
contents went away muttering that he was not au- 
dible in his addrefs, others defcantingon particular 
parts of it, and others doubting the lmcerity of his 
declarations. 



The diiTen- 
tioQi in He 



The brothers were ftill divided ^mong them- 
wSiy (elves, and their dilfentions produced a voluntary 
iacrcafc- Operation. Ariftobulus and Alexander were much 

difgufted that Antipater ftiould have the prefer- 
ence. Antipater, on the other hand, that his brc- 
thren fhould be allowed any lhare in the govern- 
difpofirions ment. Antipater being of a malicious and refer ved 
»d h?bro r difpofition , difguifed the mortal aver lion he had to 
then." r °"his brothers ; whereas the other two, being frank 

and open, defpifed the mean arts of diflimulation. 
Their enemies had their inftruments planted up 
and down to watch their words and a&ions, provoke 
tbem to indulge their natural franknefs of difpo- 
fition, and gain upon them by infinuation, under 
the malk of confidence and friendftiip, infomuch 
that not a word patted from Alexander, but it was 
brought to Herod with confiderable additions. 
The moft Ample remark had a criminal interpreta- 
tion, and every thing was mifreprefented that 
could tend to calumniate. 



The agents of Antipater, on the other hand, were 
like himfelf, ever on the referve, either from dif- 
pofition or the force of bribery, fo that their whole 
proceedings were enveloped in myftery and ambi- 
guity. Antipater, in fine, conducted matters with 
fuch art and addrefs, that the friends and fervants 
of Alexander were all corrupted, either by flattery 
or rewards, into the betraying of him in whatfoe- 
ver he faid or did. Inftead of appearing himfelf 
as an open enemy to his brothers, he had his confi- 
dents at hand ready to accufe them, while he flood 
forth fpecioufiy himfelf in their vindication ; but 
introduced fuch oblique hints, and fubtle inflnua- 



ttons, as greatly alarmed Herod, and fully perfua- 



ded him that the report of Alexander's plot upon 
his life was well founded : indeed, Antipater's art- 
ful manner of mifreprefentation gave the fem- 
blance of truth to every calumny. 



Herod was greatly incenfed rtgahm the ttvo bro- 
ther* by thefe practices of Antipater* infomtichthat 
he gained the good opinion of the Utngin propor- 
tion to their lofs of it, and by that means obtained 
the intereft of the courtiers, particularly that of 
Ptolemy, his deareft friend, as alfo his brethren and 
domcftics. Thcihfluenceof Antipater was all pre- 
vailing, as was that of his mother : not co 11 Id an y 

circumftance be fo mortifying to Alexander, asthe Anu P ater'i 
part flie bore in the whole (encme, well kho\ying f 0 m?uai 
her mortal hatred to the children of the queen i the plot. 
Great refpedt was paid to Antipater, from a cbrifide- 
ration of his influence with the king, wKb, abso- 
lutely prohibited his courtiers, in general ; froni 
holding any intercourfe with Alexander or liis bro- 
ther, on pain of his fevereft difpleafure./ This \n~ 
terdi&ion ftriick a dread riot only ijito the king's 
houfliold, but their friends abroad : for Herod had 
privileges conferred upon him by Augufhis which 
he never granted to any other, as the liberty b£ 
bringing deferters out of the jurifdi&iori of other 
princes, where himfelf had no abfoliite authority. - 

The brothers were not as yetcOnfcious of having 
given any offence, as Herod had not exhibited any 
public charge againft them, which made the danger 
fo much the greater, through want of precaution 
for a neceflary defence. They inferred, however, 
the ftate of their cafe from the king's fcoolnefs to- 
wards them, which confequently increafed their 
anxiety. * 

Antipater had alfo prejudiced their uncle Phe- 
roras, and their aunt Salome, againft the brothers, 
and infligated them to ufe v their influence with He- 
rod to their difad vantage. The feud already ran 
very high ; but it was greatly inflamed by Glaphyra, 
the wife of Alexander, who, upon all occafions, 
would be boafting of the dignity of her birth, and 
claiming a fuperiority above others. She came 
from Themenus, ftiefaid, on the father's fide, and 
from Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes, on the mother's ; 
refleding, at the fame time, on the wife and After 
of Herod as npftarts, and treating them with all 
imaginary contempt j obferving that Herod did not 
marry for rank, but for beauty. We have alrea- 
dy obferved that he had feveral wives, and much 
approved of polygamy, it being allowed by the 
Jewifhlaw, and they were all exafperated againft 
Alexander for the haughty and infolent behaviour 
of Glaphyra. Ariftobulus made Solome, his mo- Enmity bc- 
ther-in-law, alfo his enemy. She was fufficiently j^diw™ - 
piqued at the pride of Glaphyra, who was contiuu- andsJome 
ally upbraiding her of the meannefs of her origin. 
He would alfo reproach his wife in like manner, 
and complain that he had married a woman of low 
defcent, whereas his brother had taken to wife one 
of royal defcent . The daughter of Salome carried 
thefe taunts to her mother ; adding, that Alexan- 
der threatened the mother of his other brethren 
with the vileft indignities if he ftiould come to the 
crown, and declared he would put their children, 
male and female, to the moft fervile and menial 
offices, as beft becoming their mode of education. 
Thefe intimations raifed the refentment of Salome 
to that degree that Iherelated the whole to Herod ; 

nor could her teftimony be fufpedted, fince it was 
againft her fon-in-law. 

There was another calumny propagated, that in- 
flamed Herod more than all the reft. It was given 
out that Alexander and Ariftobulus were continu- 
ally bemoaning the fate of their mother, and exe- 
crating their father for his cruelty ; and farther 
fuggefted that upon Herod's dividing Mariamne's 
wardrobe amongthereft of his wives, the brothers 
foreboded that their gaudy apparel would foon be 
turned into mourning. 

Herod on thefe infinuations, confeious of the 
high fpirit of the princes, was not without appre- 
henlion of violence from them, yet did not defpair 
of reducing them to filial duty and obedience. Be- 
ing on the point of fetting out for Rome, he order- Heroc j-, 
ed his fons to be called, and, with the authority of a ^vice to 
king and tendernefs of a father, admoniflied them his fon8 ' 
to agree among themfelves, and love one another, 
with promife of an abfolute pardon for what they 
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Iindclone amift, upon condition of their repentance 
and amendment. By way of reply, tlicy refuted the 
ealurnnicsthat hadbeenraifedagainft thcrn } and a!- 

ledged, that their actions were fufficicnt for their 
vindication j adding, that the king fhould not ere- 
duloufly admit of fuch tales, as there never would 
be wanting thofe who would poifon the royal car 
. with them* 

M 

Though they had thus pacified him, and freed 
themfclvesfrom any further apprehenfion and dan- 
phcrons gcr, they foon fell into new anxieties. They knew 
anJs.Mome that Salome, and their uncle Pheroras, were their 

deadly enemies, who were both of them rigidly 
fevere. The latter alfo had great power and in- 
fluence, as he fliared with Herod in all the digni- 
ties of royalty, the crown only accepted. Hisown 
proper revenue was fixed at an hundred talents, be- 
fides the amount of all the lands beyond Jordan, 
which he enjoyed through the bounty of Herod, 
at whofe requeft Crefar was prevailed upon to make 
him atetrarch. Herod honoured him alfo with a 
royal match, be ft owing upon him his wife's fitter 
in marriage; and upon her demife, offered him his 
cldeft daughter, with a portion of three hundred 
talents. ButPheroras was fo captivated with a 
paflion for a private perfqn, that he declined the 
propofal of w the royal marriage, which Herod re- 
fenting, gave her to the fon of his brother, who 
was afterwards flain by theParthians. But though 
Herod was incenfed for the prefent, upon reflec- 
tion, he imputed the refufal to the violence of his 
paflion, and fo pardoned his folly. 

* 

phsroras It feemed that a rumour had long prevailed of 
are d fuf°ed C Pheroras having entertained a defign, even in the 
cd\y He- life-time of Mariamne, of poifoniug his brother. 
u>J, This was a feafon fo favourable to fpies and in- 
formers, that Herod, though pofTefled of great fra- 
ternal affeftion, was alarmed at the report, though 
he did not abfolutely credit it. Many were appre- 
hended upon fufpicion, and feveral put to the ques- 
tion, palling from one to another, till they came at 
laft to the friends of Pheroras. They confefled 
nothing of the poiibnous intention ; but acknow- 
ledged that Pheroras had made preparation to fteal 
away with his miftrefs to Parthia ; and that Cofto- 
barus, Salome's fecond hufband, was privy to the 
defign. Herod had delivered her up to this Cofto- j 
• barus, after her former hufband had been put to 
death for adultery. Nor was Salome free from ac- 
cufations; for her brother Pheroras exhibited a 
charge againft her, of having entered into a mar- 
riage treaty with Sila?us, governor of Arabia, un- 
der king Obodas, one of Herod's moft implacable 
enemies. Salome was found guilty of the charge 
alledged againft her by Pheroras. Herod, however, 
pardoned them both. 

Kewdiftar- The ftprmof fadtionnow rcfted upon theheadof 
tuncis in Alexander, and from the following caufe. There 
the family. were three eunuchs who were in high efteem with 

the king, and employed in offices immediately a- 
bouthis perfon. Alexander, by flatteries and re- 
wards, had rendered them his crcatures,fubfervient 
to his purpofes. Herod, fufpe&ing fome collufion, 

Confcffion P ut them to the torture, and extorted from them 

a confeffion, that Alexander had exprefled to them 
" the vanity and folly of the king in colouring his 
hair, from an aiFectation of youthful gaity ; whereas 
he was entitled to their attention, as being fnccef- 
for to the crown, and having, on the attainment of 
it, po wer of avenging himfelf on his enemies, and 
rewarding his friends, amongft whom he ranked 
them in particular." The informers added, that 
the great officers of ftate were in their hearts all 
attached to the intereft of Alexander, and concer- 
ted their fchemes in private meetings and cabals. 

Thcfe confcflions alarmed Herod, though he 
HerotUs wou ^ not venture to publifh them immediately ; 
•readyem- but he had his fpies at work, night and day, to make 
jacraUed. difcoveries in all places, and amongft all families ; 

and death was the certain confequence of fufpicion. 
sis cruelty This part of Herod's hiftory was one fcene of 
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;ici iniu< " cruelty and injufticc. Every difguft made way for 

calumny, and that calumny was confirmed amor- 
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that were fuggeftcd to him by other*: no witnefsfd 
infamous, no impofturc fo groft and ridiculous, but 
it gained credit ; and the puisiflitncttt immediately 
followed even the fuppofed offences ; fo that the ac- 
cufed and the accufer frequently went off together, 
as Herod contemned the formalities of law where 
thclifeof aprince was in danger. Nay, he was tranf- "i 
ported, by fufpicion and apprehenfion, to that de- 
gree, that he could not behold an innocent perfon 
with complacency ; and his nominal and quondam 
friendsbecameasit were, theobjc&sof hisaverfion. 

Antipater was the fourcc of Herod's difquiet and A . 
turbulent proceedings. Hefirft fuggefted, and then uSSSi. 
exaggerated charges. Nay, he fo terrified the king $JS*) 
withgroundlefs infinuations, that he fancied Alex- 
ander ftood before him with a drawn fword ready 
to affaflinate him. Under thefe frantic apprehen- 
fions, he caufed him to be taken and bound, and. 
then proceeded to put his adherents to the torture. Alexander 
Many of them died mute, and facrificcd their lives Ss^J 
to a good conference ; others, who wanted r e folu- t0rta «4 
tionto bear the torment, framed afalfliood, charged 
the brothers with plotting againft the life of the 
king as he was upon the chace, and a defign after- 
wards of flying to Rome. Improbable as this ftory 
was, it had fuch an effect upon .the credulity and 
fufpicion of the king, that he urged it in his own 
juftification for committing his fons to prifon. 

The jealoufy of Herod raging to an incurable de- 
gree, Alexander difmifTed all thoughts of vindica- 
tinghimfelf by way of argument, and had recourfe ' 
to another expedient, which was to^ concur with 
his enemies in their declarations, and, by confeffing n ^jt 
his own guilt, involve them in the fame condem-of Iio*. 
nation, To this end he drew up four narratives, 
acknowledging himfelf a confederate againft the 
life of his father, with the names of divers of the 
confpira tors, but particularly thofe of Pherorasand 
Salome, charging her with forcing him to a cri- 
minal intercourfe with her. 

r 

Thofe narratives, which contained the fevereft 
allegations againft feveral perfons of the firft rank, 
being put into the hands of Herod, it fo happened , 
that Archelaus came into Judaea at that very junc- 
ture of time, anxious for the deliverance of his 
daughter and fon-in-law from their prefent very 
alarming fituation. Archelaus managed matters 
with fuch art and addrefs, that he reftored Herod 
to the ufe of his reafon, and accompliflied a much, 
defired purpofe. When he came into his prefence, 
he began to exclaim moft bitterly againft his fon- 
in-law as a traiterous parricide ; to wifli for an op- 
portunity of ridding his daughter from fuch an 
hufband with his own hands, and to lament the 
taint flic had received from intercourfe with fo 
flagitious and abandoned a character. He profef- 
fed the patience of Herod to be miraculous in fpar- ^jjjj 
ingthe life of a confpirator at the hazard of hiSmcamw 
own, and his wonder at finding Alexander alive. jj*jfj" 
He then foothed him, by obferving, that his feel- hu fen, 
ings would be too tender to inflid: condign punifti- 
mcnt upon fo rebellious a fon, and therefore re- 
quefted that he would leave to him to do him right, 

as he would recommend to his generofity the dif- 
pofal of his daughter. Thefe fpecious means, as 
they caufed Herod to abate of his rigour towards 
Alexander, inflamed him the more a gainft Pheroras, 
as he was the principal fiibjelt of the four narra- 
tives, which Herod gaveArchelaus toperufe. Every , 
thing appearing opportune for his purpofe, Arche- 
laus infinuated himfelf, by little and little, into the 
merits of the caufe, laying the blame upon the ring- 
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leaders, and chiefly upon Pheroras, and finding the 
eircd: of one artifice, had recourfe to another. 

He reprefented to the king, u that, in his opinion, 
his fon was in more danger of being undone by a 
fa&ion, than he was of being deftroyed by his fon : 
that Alexander mutt be frantic to entertain fuch a 
defign, as he had already a fair pretence to the fuc- 
ceflion : that young men were rafli, inconfiderate, 
and eafily impofed upon by evil company and cor- 
rupt counfels, thro' want of knpwledge and expert- 



talcrlaic j for Hcrodexecuted the malicious defigns ence; and that fuch was the prevalence of the arts, 
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machinations, and calumnies of incendiaries, tljat 
they were, in general, asirrcfiftiblc dsditftru&ivc. 

Herod began now to coincide with Archelaus in 
opinion, and think mord favourably of Alexander, 
and worfc of Pheroras than he had done, from the 
fubftance of the four narratives. Pheroras perceiv- 
ing the king in a more tractable temper, through 
the influence of Archelaus, he left Alexander, and 
had recourfe to him ; by whom he was told plainly, 
that he could notpoffibly exculpate himfelf from 
a charge fo manifeftly proved againft him, as the 
fun was not clearer than the evidence of hisbcin 
in a confpiracy againft the life of his brother j an 
alfo of his contrivance of the detraction of Alexan- 
der* To enforce his former remarks, he fubjoin- 
ed, that it would tend more to his advantage to 
o*iveup his evalive manner of behaviour, 2nd frank- 
ly confefs that part of his charge of which he was 
confeious of being guilty ; that his brother had a 
natural tendernefs for him, by which he might be 
prevailed upon to pardon him ; and that, if he 
would make the experiment, he woulddohis utmofl 
to render it effectual. 

Pheroras took the hint ; and having aflumed the 
appearance of contrition, both in drefs and counte- 
nance, caft himfelf at Herod's feet, made confef- 
iSSfbe- lion implored forgivenefs, and urged, as a plea for 
forcHeroJ. behaviour, the foolifli paflion he had for a wo- 
man, which tranfportedhim beyond the bounds of 
reafon and duty. Pheroras having thus made his 
confeflion, and pleaded for his pardon, Archelaus 
availed himfelf of that circumftance to work Herod 
into a more complacent humour. 

Archelaus having now foftened Herod towards 
Pheroras, to carry on his defign, treated Alexander 
with reproaches &nd menaces, and, in the conclu- 
fion, threatened to take away his daughter. This 
fceming fiercenefs of Archelaus wrought fo fenfi- 
bly upon Herod, that he became an advocate for 
his fon, and made his fuite to Archelaus not to an- 
nul the marriage. 

reverence he had for the rights of alliance, he was 
content to leave his daughter at Herod's difpofal, 
provided only thathefhouldnot give her to Alex- 
ander. But all this was counterfeit and di{guife. 
Herod was averfe to a difunion ; and obferved, that, 
as they had children, and their affe&ion was fo 
evidently mutual, it would be death to part them : 
befides, it would be a perpetual barrier to the 
domeftic felicity of the family. 

This converfation was no fooner at an end, than 
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His anfwer was, that, out of the 



renndes Archelaus retired, and, in a very ftiort time, re- 

r«ber° bis turnec ^» bringing with him Alexander, whom he re- 
a cr ' conciled to his father. He approved of Herod's 

refolutionto go to Rome, with an account to Gas-: 
far of the late tranfacftions, as he had written at 



Thus did Arche- " 



large to him upon that fubjedfc. 
laus accomplifhhis purpofe, and deliver his fon-in- 
law from impending danger. The reconciliation 
was celebrated with feftivity, and moft agreeable 

Herod presented Archelaus, on 

a throne fet 
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onourabiyhis departure, with feventy talents 

with precious itones, a tram of eunuchs, and a con- 
cubine, called Panychis. All his great officers and 
friends were treated, by Herod's exprefs order, 
with rich prefents according to their rank ; the 
king himfelf, and his nobility, conducing him on 
his way as far as Antioch. 

There came a perfon into Judasa not long after 
this,aman of fiipcrior policy to Archelaus, one who 
rydes not on ty overthrew the project of Alexander's re- 
>^aVof conc ^ lat * on to his father, but fo ordered matters, 
cfoiaus, ^at he brought Alexander himfelf to his end. His 
name was Eurycles, a Lacedasrponian by birth, a 
manfo exorbitantly luxurious andprofufe, that the 
revenue of a prince would not anfwer his demands. 
He made Herod feveral valuable prefents, which 
being deemed allurements to conciliate his friend- 
ship, were returned by gifts of much greater value. 
He ufed divers means to conciliate the favour of 
M™" Herod, and, through captivating (peeches, and the 
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grofleft flattery, wrought fo effectually upon his 
r5 afH ' temperand difpofition, that whatever he faid or did 

met with his approbation By thisparafiticalbeha- j 
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r he acquired £reat intcrcft: at court: befidei*; 

being a Spartan, they had a refped for his country 
as well as his pcrfok. 

When Eurycles difcoVercd the fa&ioris and dH/i- 
fions that prevailed in Herod's family, and inarked 
how the king flood affecfted towards the different 
parties, he took up his refidence with !\ntipatet-, 
and pretending a mighty regard for Alexander, re- 
lated to him the good offices that had pafled between 
himand Archelaus; This fcrved as a paflport to 
Alexander, who not only gave credit to the tale 
himfelf, but poflefled his brothel- Ariftobulus with 
the belief of it alfo. ^ When Eurycles had founded 
the different parties, he aflumed divers forms arid 
modes of proceeding, as the cafe required jf his ^ 
grand bufinefs being to obtaiii riidney from Anti- fign! 
pater, and to betray Alexander: To this end he in- 
timated to the former, " that it was furprizlng to 
him, that, as the eldeft fon, and next heir to the 
crown, he could fuffer himfelf to be inipofed oriby 
pretenders to his Juft right." To Alexander he ex- 
preffedhisaftonilhment, " that the fon andhufband 
of a great princefs could endure to fee the fon of a 
private woman interpofe betwixt him and the 
crown, efpecially having a patron of fuch weight 
and importance as king Archelaus." This dupli- 



city gained ground with each party, upon the cre- 
dit of profeffing a friendfliip for Archelaus. Alex- 
ander was fo far from diftruft, .that he took Eury- 
cles into clofe confidence, and difclofed every parti- 
cular to him relative to the affair with Antipater, 
obferving that it was no matter of furprize that 
Herod, who deprived the mother of life, fhould de- 
prive the fonof the kingdom. Eurycles exprefled, 
both in countenance and gefture, his horror at the 
inhumanity of fuch a practice ; and by engaging A- 
riftobulus in the difcourfe, entangled him in the 
fame fnare. When this arch impoftor had derive4 
theneceflary informationfrom them both, lie went 
to Antipater, and related to him .the ftory, with 
fome additional circumftances of his own, mfinua- 
ting, that the confpiracy was upon the point of 
execution, and the king's life every moment more 
and more in danger. Antipater prefented him with 
a confiderable fum of money for this important fer- 
vice, and a recommendatory word to his father o- 
ver and above ; in confequence of which, he offered 
himfelf as an evidence againft" the brothers, tie 
then went to Herod, and thus addreffed him : 

" I am here come in gratitude* to acknowledge c , 
all your favours, and to give you your very life inveighs. 
" in requital. It is now a long time that your jf*^ 
u death has been refolved upon ; infomuch fhattoHcrod. 
" Alexander had a drawn fword in his hand once, 
" with afull determination to have done the deed. 
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And let me tell you, Sire, this horrid wickednefs 
" had been compleated, if I had not put a refpitc 
to the difpatch, by feeming to approve of the 

to ioin in the 
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thing, and offering myfelr to join 
ploit. What ! fays Alexander, cannot Herod 
content himfelf with the ufiirpation of a king- 
dom, the death of my mother, and the renting 
the government to pieces, without declaring 
that pitiful wretch Antipater his fucceflbr, to 
the fcandal of all crowned heads ? But it be- 
longs to me to do juftice to the manes of Hyr- 
" canus and Mariamne : neither would it be con- 
u fiftent th^t the government fhould defcehd from 
<c fuch a father to fiich a fon without blood. Not 
cc a day paffes over my head without frefh argu- 
ments and provocations. If I drop but a fylla- 
bleupon the fubjecflof honourable families and 
" extraction, Herod upbraids me with it as an af- 
c< front that ftrikes at him. When I am a hunting 
" with him, if I fay nothing, Why do no t you talk : 
" he cries : or if I talk, Why do you not hold your 
u tongue ? Nay, I cannot fo much as commend him 
cc but he fufpccfls my truth. I can do nothing,- 
u in fine, to his liking ; and it is only Antipater 
lt that has the good fortune topleafehim. So that- 
u (fays Alexander) if this plot fhould mifcarry, t 
" had rather be in my grave than outlive the 
" difafter. If it fucceeds, I can ealily get off to 
" my father-in-law, and thence to Crefar, who 
u knows but little, alas! of thishiftory, or of the 
u temper of Herod. I fhali not now ftand trern-* 
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ling when 1 come to Rome, a* formerly, tinder 
the awe of a feverc father, who wag then pre- 
fent; nor (hall I much inlift upon private injuries 
clone to myfclf, but rather turn my difcourfc to 
public grievances; as horrible corruptions and 
oppreflions, and the fquandering away of exorbi- 
tant impofitions in luxury and pleafure. I fhall 



the king's council. Thiacatition proved eventually 
the very means of the ruin of the brothers; for Sa- 
lome acquainting the king with it, he was tranf- 
ported to fuch an impetuous paiiion, that he coin-%fti 
manded them to be feparated, and laid in chains. 
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In his fury he difpatched Volumnius, a general of Tiao^ 
his army, and Olympius, one of his chief friends, to ***** 
Ccefar, with copies of the proceedings. The em- ***** 
peror, upon reading them, was much affe<fted by 
the fituation of the princes, but, at the fame time 
very fearful of exerting his civil power to the pre- 
judice of the natural feelings of a father over his 



flic w which way they went, and into what hands j 
the mifcrable flavery of the cities, and the true rea- 
fons of it: And, to conclude, I fhall deliver fuch 
an hiftory of the death of my grandfather Hyr- 
canus, and ray mother M ariamne, and make fuch 

adifcovery of the wickednefs of the prince, thac „- , M t r *u ^ * - i w - j * 
no man living, after thefeneceffary truths, (hall f^ rcn ? fo tbat * e "turned Herod for anfwer,*^ 
j ft\u <4*«« AH ~c Sr„*r— » " That he was matter over himfelf, and thofe tW 



ever deem me the murderer of my father. 
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When Eurycles had finiihed this invedlive againft 
Alexander, he turned the remainder of his difcourfe 
into a penegyric upon Antipater, declaring him to 
be the only ion that truly loved his father, and put a 
feafonable ftop to the progrefs of the defign. 1 he 
king, ftili labouring under his former jealoulies, 
took fire at this hint j fo that it was now the buiinefs 
of Antipater to inflame his pafiion, by producing 
new witneffes againft the brothers. The evidence 
was this : " That Alexander and Ariftobulus held 
a private correfpondence with Jucundus and Ty- 
rannus, two officers of horfe, who, for fome mifde- 
meanor, had been difmifledfrom their command*" 



That he wasmafter over himfelf, and thofe that 
belonged to him j but that he thought it ad vifeable 
to call an aflembly of relpediacle perfons, to enquire 
into the confpiracy, and proceed to juftice accord- 
ing to fubftantiated evidence." 



The emperor Having pointed out iserytus as the Acoa^ 
place of meeting, Herod, in conformity to his di~ JlcUit k 
redti on, called a council there. It was compofed of tlef^J 
SaturnmusandPedanius,amba(Tadors ; Volumnius, Hcrod< 
the governor of the province ; the friends and rela- 
» tions of Herod ; not omitting Salome and Pheroras ; 
the principal men of Syria, Archelaus only except* 
ed, Herod having fufpicion of him as father-in-law 
of Alexander. The council did not approve of 
brin 



Two offi- This information fo enraged Herod, that he com- 
the'ormrc. manded them immediately to be put to the torture. 

They denied any further knowledge of the matter, 
. than that a certain letter was fent from Alexander, 
as to the governor of Alexandrion, defiring him to 
receive himfelf and his brdther Ariftobulus into the 
caftle,incafe, of their father's death; andtofurnifli 
them both witharms,, and other neceflaries, if that 
event fhould happen. Alexander charged this let- 
ter as a forgery of Diophantes, an enterprizing 
man, and very expert at counterfeiting hands j be- 
fides which, he was the king's fecretary j audit is to 
be obferved, that he fuffered death for forgery. 
The governor of the caftle was alfo tortured, but 
made no confeffion. The brothers were honour- 
qui"ed C of ably acquitted; yet Eurycles, that peft of fociety, 
tkc charge, and projector of this vile accufation, was applauded 

by Herod as his friend and preferver, and rewarded 
with fifty talents for his Cervices. 

This abandoned wretch, before Archelaus could 
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haveany certain information of the imprifonment II proceed topafs fentence 
of the brothers, went to him by Health, and had the 
effrontery to aflure him, that he himfelf had effe&ed 
a reconciliation betwixt Herod and his fon Alex- 



to excite compaffion ; and if they had been heard in 
their own vindication, Alexander, with the greateft 
eafe, would have baffled all their objections ; fothat 
they were rather kept under cuftody at Platane, a 
village of Sidonia. 

When the king flood up, he began to inveigh Heroa* 
againft his fons with great acrimony, and exhibit gjjjj* 
tokens of palHon as if they had been prefent. 

Touching on the fubje&of the confpiracy his voice 
faultered, and he feemed rather difpofed topafsit 
over, becaufe he was deftitute of evidence ; but 
when he came to fpecify expreffions, indignities, 
injuries, and inftances of difobedience refpedting 
himfelf, he was abundantly vociferous, giving the 
aflembly to underftand,«that thofe reproaches were 
worfe to him than death ; and finding every alle- 
gation pais without contradiction, he only lamen- 
ted his own unhappinefs in* gaining a caufe fo ruin- 
ous to himfelf; and then called upon the court to 
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ander. From thence he went into Achaia with his 
treafure, and fpent it in riot and luxury ; till, in the 
end, he was arraigned by Casfar, for fedition and op- 
prelfive practices, and condemned to banifhment. 
This was thepuniftimenthe lufferedfor his abomi- 
nable pra&ices. 

It will be very pertinent in this place, to adduce 
the charaiSier of Evaratus, of Coos, in oppofition to 
that of Eurycles, of Sparta- He was one of Alex- 
ander's molt intimate friends, and was at Herod'* 
court at the fame time with Eurycles. The king 
demanded of him, upon his honour, what credit he 
gave to the report of the confpiracy, and to the ac- 
cufation given out upon it. Evaratus declared upon 
oath, that he never heard the mod diftant hint of 
any fuch defign from either of the brothers. This 
tcftimony, however, was of no avail to them ; for 
Herod was fo open to calumny, as to be entirely 
prcpoflefled by it ; nor was there any other method 
of obtaining his favour, than by faying, doing, and 
believing as he did. 

In the mean time Salome exafperated Herod a- 
^f«H^- gainfthis fons, in order to fecureherfelf. Ariftobu- 
>d againft lus cautioned her, as a relation, to take care of her 
iifojw. WO rds and actions ; intimating, that fhe was ftill in 

d an ger from He rod , as fh e lay under a fe cond charge 
for the fame crime of which ftie had been accufed 



Saturnieus gave it as his opinion, that the brothers dAaa 
deferved to be punifhed, but not with death, as itomh 
was by no means juft in him, who had three fens**" 6081 
prefent in the aflembly, to pafs fentence upon thofe 
who were abfent. The two ambaffadors wereof the 
fame mind, as were others who (poke after them; 
Thefirft who voted for fentence of death was Vo- Semoa 
lumnius, and others followed him, as they were in- ef M 
fluencedby their paflions or intereft ; but none from ^ 
a principle of ill-will to the prifoners. 

Judsea and Syria were in dread and fuipence for 
the iflixe of this affair ; though it could hardly be 
fuppofed that Herod could be fo inexorably cruel 
as to be the murderer of his own offspring ; but fo 
deftitute was he of the feelings of nature, that he 
fent his fons in chains to Tyre, and thence by fea 
to Cefarea, deliberating, at the fame time, on the 
means of their execution. 

There was a certainpld officer of the king's much 
attached to the princes, and whofe fon was upon T k CfC r* 
terms of friendfliip with Alexander. His name was tan* of 
Tyro ; and being greatly incenfed at the proceed- ;ra ' 
ings of Herod, he went up and down exclaiming, in 
a fit of phrenzy, " that juftice was trampled on, ^ 
" and truth loft ; that nothing but iniquity pre- 
lc vailed in the world ; and that there was neither 
cc humanity or natural affection to be found among 
cc mankind." He had even the refolutionto go to 
the king himfelf, andremonftrate with him to this 



before; which was, that fhe had entered into a con- j effedt: " Of all men living, Sire, you are certainly 
tradtof marriage with Sylkeus, the Arabian,though jj " the moft inexorable, in believing the allegations 
flie knew him to be the king's enemy ; andthatfhe Jj "of the moft abandoned characters to theprejn- 
gave him, from time to time, fecret information of Jl cc dice of your beft friends. Permit me to point 
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t« out JMicroras and Salome aa perfons you have 
« pronounced dcfcrvlng of den tb; ycc upon their 
tt tcftimotiy you arc about to take away the lives of 
u your fons. You do not confidcr that, when the 
t< right heirs are removed, they will have, in the 
fucecflion of Antipater, a king framed to their e 

« purpofc. But let him beware of the foldiery ; |( ti ^[^c^lV^y. 
" they will not tamely fuffer the mafTacre to pafs 
" unavenged, as they companionate the cafe of the 
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Herod, having furtimoncd his jfrieftds and kin- 
dred, fent for the young prince**, and, with teUri 
of companion, addreflcd them Jh word* to the foU 
lowing effeft: ' . \ ' ' 



r » 



nittn 



0 

again ft 

Tyro 



" honour but murmurs at fuch foul proceedings." 
Tyro, upon this named feveralof the malcontents; 
who were inftantly removed, by order of the king ; 
and the old officer and his fon were put into cuf- 

tody. 

9 

w 

There was one Tryphon, at that time the king's 
E frryphoR tonfor, fuborned to exhibit himfelf fuddenly as a 

witnefs, and depofe, " that Tyro offered him a 
confiderable reward, in the name of Alexander, to 
difpatch the king during the operation of fhaving." 
Upon this allegation Tyro, his fon, and the tonfor, 
were ordered to be put to the queftion. Tyro and 
his fon denied the charge, and Tryphon was wholly 
filent ; whereupon Herod commanded Tyro's tor- 
ments to be increafed, when his fon, from filial 
piety to his father, promifed the Icing a difcovery 
of the whole tranfa&ion, on condition of his grant- 
ing him a pardon. The old man being taken from 
the torture, the fon declared, that his father had 
beeninftigated by Alexander to take away the life 
o£ the king. This was in general, fuppofed to be 
an evafion of the fon ; yet there were thofe that gave 
credit to it. Herod, in an harangue to the public, 
foon after this, took occafion to inveigh again ft 
fome officers of rank, together with Tyro, by which 
the rabble were fo exafperated, that they fell upon 
thole officers, Tyro, and Tryphon, and ftoned them 

to death. Herod caufed his fons to beftrangled at 

^ Sebafte, and their dead bodies carried to Alexan- 

« ti? com- drion, and there depofited by the remains of Alex- 
Swd.° f ander, their mother's uncle. This was the end of 

Alexander and Ariftobulus. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



Antipater confpires a gain ft the life of his father. Dif- 
fimulation and duplicity of Herod. The wives and 
children of Ariftobulus. The cafe of Salome and SyU 
lacus. The infolence of Antipater. Cabal of wo- 
men. Foul practices charged upon Salome. Herod 
fzr.ds Antipater to Rome with his laft will 9 declaring 
him his fuccejfor. A defign iipon the life of Herod 
proved againft SyUaeus. 



SSf A NTIPATkll had fo far wrought upon 
toSrioaf. i\ dulity and fufpicion of his father, thz 



the ere- 
that he en- 

tertained not a doubt of fucceeding to the throne 
of Judaea ; but, through one continued fcene of 
falfliood and perfidy, he had rendered himfelf ob- 
noxious to the people. Nor was he free from appre- 
henfion that the children of the murdered brothers 
would revenge the deaths of their parents. Alex- 
ander had by Glaphyratwo fons, Tigranes and A- 
lexander : Ariftobulus had by Berenice, the daugh- 
ter of Salome, Herod, Agrippa, anil Ariftobulus ; 
: and two daughters, Herodias and Mariamne. Gla- 
phyra was fent away with her portion into Cappa- 
docia, after the death of Alexander ; and Berenice, 
the widow of Ariftobulus, was married to the uncle 
of Antipater, who promoted this marriage to effect 
a reconciliation with Salome, and put an end to all 
diflention . Antipater plied Pheroras with compli- 
ments and prefents, and conciliated th^ efteem. of 
:mpts Csefar's friends, by fending vaft funis of money to 

cSftrt ^ 0me to engage them in his intereft. Nor was he 
idt, lefs bountiful to Saturninus, and the reft of his 
friends in Syria, But this munificence, inftead of 
conciliating their efteem, incurred their contempt, 
as they confidered it as arifing from a notion of 
fear. Indeed, he was generally obnoxious to the 
people,notwithftandiiighisliberalities , as they were 
convinced of the malevolence of his difpofition, 
and the fallacy of his condud. 



" You have here before von the children of ah Beted com 

Their fdthers haVe been p«ffion«e« 
« taken from roe by. a fad fate, and I find myfeif tlnoU- 
. iC bound in humanity to do the beft I can for the u %?%j? 
" orphans, in difcharging. the part of a grandfather wVuius." 
" more to mv fatiifa&ion than I did that of a fa- 



" ther. 



In purfuance of this purpofe, Ifhall make 
it my care, in the firft place, to pUt thefe chifc 
" dren in good hands, and under the charge of 'thei 
u beft friends I (hall leaVe behind me when I am 

■ • 

i * gone: To begin with youj Pheroras, I would 
<c, h,aye you marry your daughter to Alexander's 
« eldeft fon, and iupply the place of a father and 

guardian; . As for your part, Antipater, I "would 
cC have your fon to take one of the daughters of 
" Ariftobulus, under which relation you will be as 
" good as a parent to the orphan. As for niyfbn c 
u Herod, the grandchild of Simon- the high-prteft, 
" by the mother's fide, let him marry the other 
" lifter. This is my will atnd defirei and no >ela^ 
u tive that has any regard or kiridnefs for me, will 
« difpute it. Thus I would h'aVe f it and I befeech 
li God to profper thele alliances to the comfort of 
" my kingdom and family, and grant in mercy 
Ci that the children may be looked upon withamore 
cc favourable eye than their father's." 

• With' this benediction Herod concluded; and 
joined the hands of the princes, *^nd weeping over 
them, : affedlionately embraced^ and then difmifTed 
them. This inftance of Herod's behaviotlr greatly 
alarmed Antipater ; nor could he cionccal his fiir- 
prize, as he confidered the refpeA paid to the fa- 
thersjthro' the children, as a degradation to himfelf- 
This he likewife imagined would be a means of 
(upplanting him; efpecially if Pheroras, the te- 
trarch,fhouid joitt intereft with Archetaus in fayour* 
of the fons of' Alexander. He alfp Confidered the 
univerfal hatred he had incurredV the compaflion 
of the people for the fatherlefs children, and, in 
fine, the concern the whole nation Tiad for the living 
children, and reverence for the memory of the dead, 
of whom he was deemed little better than the mur- 
derer. Thefe circumftances duly weighed, Anti- 
pater had no other remedy but to diflblve the cbn«^ 
tracts 5 a point of the greateft difficulty, as Herod, 
being rather rigid and. fufpicious, was not to be 
wrought upon by craft and circumvention. He 
therefore adopted a more frank.and open manner of 
proceeding, anddefiredhim, with allmodefty and 
deference, that he would deign him the honour of 
"which he thought him worthy, as without it all 
other grants were but the mere fhadows of a king- 
dom without the fubftance, as would certainly be 
the cafe, if Alexander's fon fhould not only have 
Archelaus for his grandfather, but Pheroras alfo 
for his father-in-law. Antipater prefTed Herod, 
with vehement importunity, to change the difpofi- 
tion of the marriages, which might eafily be done, 
as he had fo numerous a family. 

% Herod had nine wives, and children by feven of 
them. ■ Antipater by Doris ; Herod by Mariamne,. 
the daughter of the high-prieft ; Antipas and Ar- 
chelaus by Malthace, a Samarian, and a daughter, 
01ympias, .whom his brother Jofeph married j He- 
rod and Philip by Cleopatra, of Jerufalem ; and 
Phafael by Pallas. He had alfo two other daugh- 
ters, Roxana and Salome ; the one by Phaedra, the 
other byElpis ; and two wives that had no children; 
the one was the daughter of his brother, the other 
his coufin-german. Befides thefe he had by-'Mari- 
amtte, the two fifters of Alexander and Ariftobulus. 
Since therefore the royal fa.mily was £b numerous, 
Antipater requefted him to change the intended 
marriages. . 

The king, perceived by this time the difpofitioii 
of Antipater towards his children, and . was very 
much difturbed at it, left he fhould follow his own 
example, and difpatch the furvivorsas he had dofae 

their. predeceffors* In this humour he commanded 
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him to quit his prefence J tut was fbcm after pfc~ 
orSJcfery' va ^ c ^ u p on > ky fop thing flattery, to vary his pro r 

jcift } fo that, he gave to Autrpater himfelf, the 
daughter of Ariftobulus, and married the fon to the 
daughter of Pheroras* This circumftancc evi- 
dently proves the afcendancy of Antipater over the 
mind of Herod, in effecting that in which his own 
lifter, aided bytfae.mtereft of the emprefs Julia, had 
failed before-! 'Fotf 'when Salome was difpofed to 
marry Sylkeus, the Arabian, and engaged Julia to 
intercede in her behalf, Herod not only oppofed the 
match, and rejected the interccflion, but bound 
himfelf by oath to treat her as- the greateft enemy 
if ihe did not give up the projedfe. He caufed her, 
againft her confent, to be married to Alexas, a 
friend of his ; and to give one of her daughters, to 
his fon, and the other to the uncle of Antipater by 
the mother's fide. He alfo gave one of the daugh- 
ters of Mariamne to Antipater, bisfifter's fori ; an d 
the other to his brother's fon, Phafael. 

When matters were thus changed, and every tiling 
fettled to the mind of Antipater, and confequently 
to the manifeft exclufion of the orphans, hisr auda- 
city became intolerable. As he was convinced he 
had incurred the hatred of the people, he founded 
hi$ fecurity on rendering himfelf a terror to them* 
Befides, Pheroras treated hiux as a prince eftabli/h- 
edin bis fovereignty. 

New difturbances were now excited at court by a 
cabal of women ; for the wife, mother, and lifter 
of Pheroras, together with the mother of Anti- 
pater, behaved with infolence even towards the 
king's daughters,, with which Antipater was well 

pleafed, as he held them in utter deteftation. . The 
reft of the women ftood all in awe of the cabal, ex- 
cept Salome, whoinformed the king of their, pri- 
vate confutations, and pointed out to him that they 
did not tend to the promotion of his inter eft* When 



Infolence 
of Anti- 
pater. 



city of P$tra. Ite likewife Corrupted Tabatus 
one of Casfar's governor*, with a fum of money, to 
affift him againft Herod; but Herod, by out-bid- 
ding, induced him to leave Syllasus, and made him 
receiver of his duties. Syliccus, finding that he 
came to no account, gave Auguftus to underftand 
by way of complaint, that Tabatus, was not Cse- 
far's governor, but Herod's. This provocation 
transported Tabatus to fuch a degree, that, being 
as y^t in great credit with Herod, he went and be- 
trayed Syllabus to him, telling the king that he had 
engaged Corinthus, one of his guards, for afuinof 
money, to join with him in a confpiracy ; advifing s ^ 
withal, that he might be forthwith taken into cuf- 
tody. The king complied ; for this Corinthusj 
though he had his education in the court, was by tbc ^e 
birtb an Arabian ; fo that Herod ordered not only Hfroi 
him to be apprehended, but two Arabians who Were 
found with him. One of them was a friend of 
Syllasus, the other the head of a tribe. This Iaft 
being put to the queftkm, confeflcd that they had 
prevailed with Corinthus, for a large fum of money, 
to undertake the killing of the king. Saturnius, 
the governor of Syria,, took the examinations, and 
fent them away to Rome. . . . 

C H A P. XIX. 
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Pheroras t is banijbed the court , and retires to. his own 
tetrarchy. Herod falls fick^ and fends for Pheroras^ 
t who refufes to vifit Rim. Herod recovers^ and Phe- 
roras becomes i'ndifpofcd.. Herod vifit s kirn. Death 
of Pheroras: 1 Evidence of his being poifoned at the 
inftance of Syllaeus. Infolence of Antipater towards 
his father. Herod is inexorable. Tefiimony of the 
widow of Pheroras. His own confejfon at his death* 
Proof adduced of Mariamne 9 s being in the plot. 



_ . „ TTEROP continued his importunities with Phe- 

the women came to underftand that the king had roras to put away his wife. He found abmi- 
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notice of thefe: meetings, and took great offence 

at them, they delifted from their caballing, and 
pretended, in his hearing, to be at enmity with one 
another. Antipater availed himfelf of this diffir 
niulation, and, in public, oppofed the meafures of 
Pheroras ; but they had ftill private entertainments 
and confutations, in the night ; though nothing es- 
caped the knowledge of Salome, who acquainted 
Herod with every particular. 

This put him in a rage, efpecially againft the wife 
of Pheroras, upon whom Salome laid the greateft 
ftrefs; Herod, upon this, called a council of his 
friends, and, among other foul practices, com- 
plained againft her' for infulting his daughters, en- 
fi'affino- the Pharifees in oppofition to him, and giv- 
agamftthe *ng his brother a potion to render him his enemy, 
phermi ^ l e ugth he turned to Pheroras and afked him 
erarai. w j 1 j c j 1 Q £ two jj C vvou ld part with, his brother or 

his wife ? Pheroras replied, that he would part with 
life itfelf rather than with his beloved wife. He- 
rod, ftruck with this refolute anfwer, directed his 
Ipeech to Antipater, and charged him to hold no 
intiercourfe either with Pheroras or his wife, or any 
perfon belonging to her. Antipater pretended 
compliance with the king's injunctions in public; 
though he continued to attend the nodturnal meet- 
ings. Howeyer> for fear of difcovery, he fo order- 
ed matters with fome friends he had in Italy, that 
tetters were written to Herod by all means to fend 
Antipater to Rome,, to pay bis coiurt to Csefar. Up- 
„ ir . on this invitation Herod immediately providedhim 

HerodfenJs ~ , , n . n , - • J * . - 

Antipuer a iplendid equipage, lurnnned him with money, 

anddifpatchedhim for Rome, with Jiislaft will and 
teft anient, wherein he declared Antipater his fuc- 
celTqr; and after Antipater, Herod,- whom he had 
by Mariamne, the daughter of the high-prieft. 

. Syllabus, the Arabian, went alfo at this time to 
Rbine, without any regard to Caslar's injunctions, 
to difpute the fame . caufe again with Antipater, that 
he had formerly defended againft Nicolaus. It was 
a.eontroverfy of great moment that he had with Are- 
tas ? his own king, having put feveral of his friends 
to'death, and, arnongft the reft, Sohemus, the moft 
eminent perfon for wealth and power in the whole 



dant ca.ule to hate her, but could not devife any 
means of bringing her to punifbment, till, in a 
frantic outrage, he bahifhed both herfelf and her 
hulband the court. Pheroras fubmitted to the dif- 
grace very patiently, and retired to his tetrarchy, 
binding himfelf, by an oath, never to return during 
the life of Herod ; fo that nothing but his death 
fhouldput anendto hisbanilhment. Herodfoonaf- 
terfell into a dangerous fit of ficknefs, and fent fe- 
veral times for Pheroras, ha-ving fomething of mo- 
ment to communicate to him before he died. But 
Pheroras could not be prevailed upon to go ; and 
Herod, on the other hand, beyond all expectation, 
recovered. Pheroras, a little after this, became 
indifpofed himfelf, and the king, his brother, upon 
that occafion, difplayed fome degree of humanity, 
for he not only made him a vifit, but gavehinxfingu- 
lar proofs of fraternal affedtion. Thedifeafe, how- 
ever, carried himoffinafliort time. Though Herod 
had evinced this kindnefsforhis brother in his ex- 
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pinng moments, a rumour went fort! 
caufed him to be deftroyed by poifon. 
however, was conveyed to.Jerufalem, 
mourning, and a moft pompous funei 
pointed. This was the end of one of 
ers of Alexander and Ariftobulus. 



The body, 



SWIsui re- 
piir« thi- 
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But the jrumfhment was foon transferred to the ^ 
author Antipater, and took its rife from the deatbtheW 
of Pheroras ; for certain of his freemen, in thefj^ 
agony of their paffion for fo irreparable a lofs, went 
boldly to the king, &nd told him, " that his brother 
had been deftroyed by poifon ; that his wiferhad 
brought him fomething prepared after an unufual 
manner ; that, upon eating it, he fell into his. dif^ 
temper; that the mother and fifter of Antipater^ 
two days before, brought a woman out of Arabia, 
that was Ikilledin drugs, in order to prepare alove 
potion for Pheroras ; that, inftead thereof, /he had 
given him deadly poifon ; and that this was done 
at the inftance of Sylhxus, who was well acquain- 
ted with this woman." • 

■ 

So many fufpicions ftarted, and the prefumptions 
were fo ftrong, that the king ordered the putting of 
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feveral perfons, bond and free, to the queftion. A 
female fervant exclaimed, in the agony of her tor- 
ture, 44 May ' the Almighty, ruler of heaven and 
u earth, avenge himfelr andiis upon the mother of 
jjSeVS* " Antipater, for all the miferies we fuffcr for her 
intipa«r. u ]» The king availed himfelf of this confef- 



linftthe 



the home, to prevent both the torture and the dif- 
covery. But Divine Providence would not fuffer 
Antipater to efcape thus, for her fall was not mor- 
tal. She was taken up, and carried to the king, 
who, as foon as fhe recovered herfelf, demanded of 
her to tell him the caufe of fo defperate an a<5t,* a£ 



lion, and proceeded to further enquiry int o the jj Turing her, upon his oath, that if fliefpoke the truth, 



truth of the matter. Another woman laid open 
the whole circumftance of the familiarity betwixt 
the mother of Antipater and Pheroras and his wo- 
men; the clandeftine meetings ; that Pheroras and 
Antipater, when they came from court, regaled 
together all night, nor would admit a fervant into 
the chamber. It was oue of the free-woman that 
gave this evidences 

When the witnefles came to be examined apart, 
^iTgtcc there was fuch an agreement in their information, 
fj*^ e that the truth of the charge was no longer to be 

doubted. It was occurred to Herod,* that Antipa- 
ter's withdrawing to Rome, and Pheroras's procu- 
ring his own banifhment, where only Contrivances 
to get out of the way : for they had often been heard 
to fay, u that, after the taking off Alexander and 
.Ariftobulus, they mail prepare for their turns ; 
fince, from the execrable murder of his own wife 
and children, they had no ground to expedt to fare 
better ; and the only fence againft fucn a monfter 
of barbarity was to be out of his reach/* 

The women depofed further, that Antipater 
would often complain to his mother, " that he had 
w already grey hairs on bis head ; that his father 
i6 grew younger every day ; that perhaps he might 
" die before he came to govern j that, in cafe of 
** the death of Herod, the enjoyment of the fuccef- 
" fion would be but tranfitoryj as thofe heads of 
" Hydra, the fons of Alexander and Ariftobuiusi 



fhe would haVe no farther punifhment j but if fhe 
deviated from that, fhe fhould die upon the rack, 
without being allowed the rites of a funeral. 

By this time fhe recovered her fenfes, and thus 
rapturoufly exprefTed herfelf : 

# • • 

« * 

u Am i to keep fecrets no w Pheroras is dead and 
" gone, in favour of Antipater, that has been the 
u deftru&ion of us all ? Great prince ! Give me the 
u hearing, and I call that God, who cannot be de- 
c< ceived, to bear witriefs to the truth 6f what J fay. 
u When you wete upon a vifit to Pheroras in his 
" ficknefs,' and weeping oyer him, my hufband cal- 
" led me to him* See, my dear wife, fays he, how pherorasv 
" much I have been miftaken in my opinion of <feciar«toa 

my brothers kindneis tome ; for, in plain terms, fion at his 
u I bated him, and meditated the death of this ***** 
man, that fhewed fo generous a pity for me in 
my diftrefs, (though yet among the living :) but 
I have thejuft reward of thy iniquity; Fetch me 
immediately the remainder of thepoifon that Anr 
u tipater gave you to keep,' and burn it before my 
c< face; elfe I fhall carry the vengeance of a trou- 
M bled confeience into the other world. I brought 
c< it as I was bid, and threw the greater part of the 
" poifon into the fire before his eyes?' the reft Ire- 
Ci ferved for a time of need." 
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u were fhooting up ; that he was deprived, by his 11 * ^.df ^ t ^ ie P°*£ oru 



Witfe thefe wbrds fhfe produced a box, containing 

The brother and mother 6t 



u father, of the hope of being fucceeded by his cbil- 
cc dren, as Herod, the fon of Mariamne, wai ap- 
" pointed to fucceed him ; that, in this point, He- 
" rod was plainly diftradted, to think that his te£- 
fc tament fhould take place therein, as he would take 
" care that none of his pofterity, fhould remain, be- 
w ing, of all parents, raoft averfe to his children, 
" and more fo, if poffible, to his brother, as appeared 
" from his giving him an hundred talents to hold no 
" intercourfc with Pheroras ; that, however, though 
" they could expedl nothing but inhumanity and 
" barbarity from fuch a monfter, if they had but the 
c< hearts and hands of men, they might afTert their 
" rights and liberties another way." 

To this confeffion it was added, that Pheroras 
had fome thoughts of flying with them to Petra. 
The difco very was clear upon the whole ; but the 
mod corroborating circumftance to Herod was that 
of the hundred talents, for he had only mentioned 
that particular to Antipater. He firft vented his 
rage againft Doris, his mother ; took from her all 
erodi her jewels and trinkets, which he had purchafed 
*" for her at an immenfe charge, and then eje&edher 
from the palace. After this he caufed the women 
of Pheroras to be tortured to death ; though he 
trembled all the while, and was diftra&ed between 
fears and jealoufies : nay, he was fo rigid in inflicting 
punifliments, that he put the innocent to the tor- 
ture without diftindtion, left any of the guilty 
fhould efcape. 

The next that pafled examination was Antipater, 
the Samarian,and fteward to Antipater, the king's 
fon. It appeared, upon putting him to the torture, 
that Antipater fent for poifon into Egypt, by Anti- 
philus, his friend, with a defign upon the king's life, 
which he received from Theudim, the uncle of An- 
tipater, and, upon his order, delivered it to Phero- 
ras, who had taken uponhim to execute the defign 
while he was at Rome, and, from diftance of fitu- 
ation, freed from fufpicion ; and that he com- 
mitted the care of the poifon to his wife. 

Herod fent for the widow of Pheroras, and com- 
manded her, without delay, to (hew him the fecret 
flie had received. She went out, on a pretence to 
letch it, but caft horfelf headlong from the top of 
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Antiphilus were then put to the queftion, and their 
information was, that Antiphilus brought that box 
out of Egypt, and that he received the poifon from 
a brother of his at Alexandrion, that pradtifed 
phyfic. It was now evident that Mariamne, the 
daughter of the high-prieft, was concerned in the 
plot, as appeared from her brothers upon the quef- 
tion. But Herod punifhed the mother in the fon, 
for he ftruck her fon Herod out of his will, in which 
he had formerly declared him his fucceffor. 
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Antipater convitted by Bathyllus. Perfidy and villainy 
of Antipater. He is ordered to prepare for his trial. 
The court meets^ and witneffes are produced \ A 
plaufible difcourfe of Herod to Varus. Nicolaus en- 
ters upon the proofs. AntipaUr y s defence. Nicolaus 
very fever e upon him. The evidences of the poifon 
produced in order. Antipater in a plot with Acme 
againft Salome. A refolution taken to put Antipater 
to death ; but the indifpofition of Herod prevents the 

> Herod erafes Antipater from his will, 
Antipas to the fuccejjion, and fettles his 



execution. 



appoints 
legacies. 



'.ce 
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THE laft and convi&ive evidence was Bathyl- The evi- 
lus, one of Antipater's freemen, who was juft j^jf,, 
returned from Rome, and brought with him the 
poifon of an afp, and other ferpents, for Pheroras 
and his wife to compleat the work, if other at- 
tempts fhould fail. He brought alfo, as an addi- 
tion to Antipater's devices againft his father, feve- 
ral letters, which he had written to the preju- 
dice of his brothers Archelaus and Philip, 
though they were princes of moft generous dif- 
pofitions. 

Archelaus and Philip were at that time at Rome, Antipwer's 
purfuingtheir ftudies. They were youths of pro- ti °"] a |^ ft 
mifing genius, and confequently fuch objeds of J^ ro - 
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js point, unlefs he could get them remov- 
' is end he forged letters againft them, in 
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of tlicm infinuated the irreverent manner in which 
they had treated their father, openly bewailing the 
deaths of Alexander and Ariftobulus, and difco- 
vering milch rclu&ance at their being recalled, a 
circuniftance that gave Antipater more difquiet 
than all the reft. Antipater, indeed, was in a prac- 
tice of forgery and fecret intelligence even before 
he left Judsca, and procured letters from Rome to 
Herod upon the fame fubjeiSl, while he himfelf, to 
evade fufpicion, applied himfelf to his father as a 
kind of advocate for his brothers, alledging that 
fome of the charges contained in the letters were 
falfe, and others only the effedts of youthful folly. 
Theintclligence he obtained to circumvent his bro- 
thers was attended with great expence ; to com- 
penfate which, he purchased a variety of rich ap- 
parel, furniture, gold and filver plate, andfeveral 
other curiofities of great value, to the amount of 
two hundred talents, which he placed to the ac- 
count of the fuit they had with Syllseus, to difguife 
the fubornations. 

But, notwithftanding thefe artful praftices, the 
UhMin whole country rang with the parricide, and all wit- 

d"ceft«fon ne ^ es an ^ l etters concurred, to prove repeated de- 
tce aMon -jjg ns U p 0n the lives of the brothers; yet not one 

that came to Rome took any notice of the prefent 
ftatc of Herod's family, though feven months had 
intervened between his convi&ion and his return. 
Indeed, he was an obje&of univerfaldeteftation ; fo 
that their filence might arife from a deflre of feeing 
jultice executed upon fo many horrid murders. He 
then wrote from Rome, informing Herod that he 
was upon the return, after having been moft ho- 
nourably difmilled by Casfar. 

-The king, beingdefironsof fecuringthis plotter, 
in order to divert him from any precaution, diflem- 
bled his anger in his epiftle to him, and, in a fami- 
liar ftyle, deliredhim to be with him asfoonaspof- 
lible ; upon which condition he would lay afide the 
complaints he had againft his mother ; for Antipa- 
ter knew file had been ejected from the palace. 
The firftnevvs he had of the death of Pheroras was 
by a letter he received at Tarentum, which very 
much affected him. Some looked upon his lamen- 
tation as the refult of the feelings of nature ; but 
others, with much greater reafpn, imputed it not to 
his tendernefs for Pheroras, but his concern for the 



rr. fecntes of his plot, 
his journey of bein2 - dete&ed. 



lofs of fo ueceflary an inftrumentfor the execution 

He was alfo under fome apprehenfion 
, „ v . However, upon his receiving; 

the king s letter when he came into Cilicia, he 
purfued his journey with all expedition. At his 
coming to Celendris, he had a kind of foreboding 
His friends of his mother's ftatc and condition. The moft cau-., e 
concS tiousof his friends advifed himnot to go raflily to 4C mea * time, of the opinon you may conceive of 
»• his father, till he had learned the caufe of his mo- II . m y invidious fortune, as if this calamity had 

ther's eje&ment, left he fliould be involved in the 
calumnies that had been caft upon her. But thofe 



henfions as much as poflible, and aflumcd a chearful 
countenance to veil a perplexed mind. There was 
no polfibility of efcaping, nor had he any view of 
extricating himfelf from the difficulties with which 
he was encompafl'ed. Norcoufd he obtain any cer- 
tain intelligence of the affairs of the royal family 
from the menaces the king had iffued ; fo that he 
had fbme intervals of hope, either that things were 
not difcovered, or that, in cafe of extremity, he 
might bring himfelf off by confidence and impotf. 
ture, the only means upon which he relied. 

% 

Encouraged by thefe hopes, he advanced to the 
palace without his train; for they had been con- 
temptuoufly repulfed at the firft gate. It fo hap* 
pened that Varus, the governor of Syria, was then 
prefent. Antipater, at his entrance, with his ufual Uttod 
effrontery, approached his father with a dutiful fa- jcashiT* 
lutation ; but Herod rejected his embraces, exclaim- c ( jJJ hetti 
ing againft his preemption as a parricide, and de- 
nouncing a curfe upon him, till he had cleared him- 
felf of the crimes -alledged to his charge. He alfo 
affured him he fhould be judged by Varus, who 
would pafs fentence according to his demerit ; and 
then ordered him to depart, and prepare for his de- 
fence the next day, that being all the time allowed 
him* Antipater was fo confounded, that, without 
reply, he took his departure. He was afterwards 
vifited by his wife and mother, who informed him 
of the evidence they had procured to fubftantiate Asdpatrr 
the charge, which induced him to reflect on the^jfj* 1 
moft effectual means of defence. 

^ 

Upon the following day Herod fummoned a 
court compofed of his kindred and friends ; ordered 
the friends of Antipater to attend alfo ; and, to- 
gether with Varus, afcended the bench. He caufed 
all the witnefles to be brought in, among whom 
were certain domeftic fervants of Doris, who had 
brought letters from the mother to the fon, pur- 
porting, " that, lince every thing had been difco- 
vered by Herod, he fhould be cautious of coming 
near him, unlefs he could prevail upon Ccefar to af- 
ford himhis protection." When the witnefles were 
introduced, Antipater entered the court, and throw- 
ing himfelf at his father's feet, fupplicated theft* 
grant of an impartial hearing, without prejudging coon, 
his caufe ; as, in that cafe, he entertained not a 
doubt of demonftrating his innocence. 

Herod vehemently enjoined him to hold his peace, 
and then thus addrefled himfelf to Varus. 

" I do certainly know that you, Varus, or anyHwdhi- 
cc other unbiafled judge, will be fully fatisfied that 
cc Antipater deferves to die : but I am afraid, in the 



drtfiw 

yam. 



who were lefs confidcrate, and preferred the fight 
of their native country to his intereft, perfuaded 
him to haften his return, left delay fhould raife fuf- 
picion, and fuggeft matter for his enemies to work 
upon. For if any thing fhould be moved againft 
him, he could not clear himfelf in his abfence ; but 
if prefent, they would be more circumfpecftin their 
proceedings. They added, it would be abfurd to 
deprive himfelf of a kingdom from uncertain (uf- 
picion : fo that, from thefe fpecious reprefentati- 
ons, Antipater feemstohave been actuated by the 
fatality of an impulfe to profecute his voyage to 
Sebafte, a port of Cefarea. 

He proceed* Upon his arrival, to his great furprize, he found 
to sebafte, himfelf univerfally fhunned. He was, indeed, as 

much detefted there as upon his former vifit,but the 
people were not fo much at liberty to fhew their 
averfion . Some were fearful of incurring the dif- 
pleafure of the king; for the country was filled 
with rumours concerning Antipater, and himfelf 
was the only perfon that was ignorant of them. 
Never wasmandifmiffed more magnificently when 
he fet out uponhis voyage to Rome, or treated with 
more ignominy and contempt uponhis return, than 
was Antipater. He fufpected the broils that pre- 
vailed in Herod's family, but concealed his appre- 



u juftly befallen me for being the father, of fuch 
cc children. I have fome right, however, toyourhu- 
" manity and compaflion, for having been fo in- 
" dulgent a father to fuch profligate wretches. As 
" for the young princes that are gone, I defigned 
i6 them for the government, and trained them up 
" at Rome, in the court and favour of Casfar, the 
cc better to prepare them for the exercife of royal 
" dignity : andnone, atlafti were fo great enemies 
cc to my peace and fafety, as thofe that I had raifed 
" even to be the envy of princes. Antipater made 
" his profit of their ruin ; for he found his account 
" in it, as a fecurity to himfelf in the fucceflion. 
"What 

" for all thefe tokens of favour, but the entering 
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into a practice againft my life ? I was likely to 
" live too long, he thought: nay, I had lived too 
" long already ; that was his grievance. Thecrown 
" alone would not content him, itfecms, unlefs he 
" made his way to it through the blood of his fa- 
" ther. And in this truly he feemed to have fonie 
" colour of reafon, for my bringing him back to 
cc court out of a private condition, to the exclufion 
" of the fons I had by the queen,, in declaring him 
" my fucceffor. 



" To confefs myfelf to you, Varus, I am con- 
" vinced of my error. I did not do well to provoke 

" my fons, by cutting off the fuccefllon, to their in- 



J. 



WARS 



OF THE JEWS. 



355 



« 4 jury, in favour of Antipater : for what did I ever 
<* do for them comparable to what I did for him ? 
* c He had a very great part of the adminiftration 

* 4 fettled upon him during the continuance of my || 44 them than all the forgeries that have been trump- 
44 life, and the fucceflion after my death ; arid, be- I 44 ed up againft me : thefe letters are my juftifica- 
* 4 fide other gratifications,* a feparate revenue of I ic tion, and the infallible arguments of a fincere 



cc 



• * 

felf, that has fo o>ften celebrated me for my re- 
verence to my father. Bepleafed, I befeech you,' 
to receive thefe letters, that have more truth in 



44 fifty talents, and his expences every where upon 
44 my charge : three hundred talents upon his voy- 
44 age to Rome : and himfelf the only perfbn of my 
44 whole family that I recommended to Gasfar as 



44 my prefer ver _ 
" not half the wickednefs in them of Antipater: 
44 the proofs againft them were infinitely ftiort of 
"what I have againft hint; and yet this daring 
44 wretch has the face to plead innocent, and does 
" not de/pair, I perceive, of baffling the truth by 
44 impofture. Varus, look to yourfelf ; for he will 
« c tell his tale well : butlknovv the monfterthrough 
" all his difguifes. 

<c This is the man that was fo eaftieft with riie, iii 
u time paft, to have a pare of Alexander, and how 
44 1 expofed my perfon. How often would he come 
l f into my bed-chamber, and fearch about, for fear 
" of treachery I This man was my guardian, and 
44 my fecurity, while I flept ; my comforter in my 
4C mourning for the dead brothers ; and one that 
44 would undertake for the duty of thofe that were 
"living: my champion, inline, and my guard. 
cc When I call to mind, and confider the addrefs 
44 and hypocrify of this man, how artfully he laid 
44 hisfnares, and covered his defigns, I can hardly 
" think myfelf alive at this day, or how it was 
44 poifible forme to efcape the danger. But fince 
<c my fate willed it fo, and that my greateft ene- 
44 mies are to be thofe of my own family, and thofe 
44 I have been the kindeft tp, I /hall only deplore 
44 the hardfhip of my inevitable deftiny, and keep 
44 my forrows to myfelf; but with this refolution, 
44 that not one man comes off that (hall be found 
44 guilty of thirfting after my blood, though the 
44 whole houfe fliould fall in the condemnation." 

Herod, being then interrupted by the confufion 
of his mind, directed Nicolaus, one of his counfel, 
to produce the evidence againft Antipater, who 
being proftrate before the king, raifed his head, 
and, in an exclamatory tone, thus proceeded : 

44 You have had thegoodnefs, Sire, to plead my 
" caufe : for how can I be a parricide, and yet re- 
44 corded 



u 
cc 

cc 



affe&ion for you; You may remember, Sire, 
how unwillingly I took that journey, to lay my- 
felf ait the mercy of all the enemies I left behind 
me; It was your command, Sire, that ruined mc, 
Take'tbem altogether, they had II 44 how unwillingly foever, in forcing me to give 



cc 



my adverfaries time for concerting their malice 
againft me; 



Uut 



■ - * 

ci If I had beert a parricide, divine juftice, either 
44 by fea or land, would have found me out. 
44 I lhall not lay the ftrefs of my innocence upori 
cc that argument, for I know very well that you 
<c have condemned me in your heart already. All 
44 that I beg, even in this ftate, is only that I may 
6c not fuffer upon the credit of proofs extorted by 
44 torment ; but let me rather be put to the teft, ei- 
44 ther of fire, fcrews, or what other inftrumetits 
* 4 of cruelty youfhall think fit, -without any mercy 
44 to a miferable carcafe. For if I am a parricide; 
44 no pain can be too much for me/* 

Thefe words were attended withfiich energy arid 
pathos as to excite the commiferation of the whole 
court, and of Varus in particular; Herod alone 
remained unaffected, from a confeioufnefs of the 
clearnefsof the evidence, and the confummate hy- 
pocrify and fallacy of Antipater. 

Nicolaus then, at the king's command, having f lc £k* ls 
premifed many inftances of the craft of the culprit, hiscrimes 
and thereby obviated the effedts of the commiiera- J." Jjgf^f 
tion he had excited in the minds of the 'auditors, ted* light, 
exhibited a longcatalogue ofcharges againft him J 
afcribing to him all the mifchiefs of the kingdom, 
and efpecially the murders of his brethren, whom 
he demonftrated to have perifhed by the calumnies 
he raifed againft them. He obferved, that he had 
laid plots againft the furvivors as ftanding in the 
way of his preferment j and commented on the folly 
of iuppofing that he, who prepared poifon for his 
father, would fpare the lives of his brethren* He 
then proceeded to conviA him of the attempt to> 
poifon Herod, recapitulated the feveral difcoveries 
that had been made, produced the evidences, and 
reprefented Antipater as principally acceflary to the 



by yourfelf for your preferver ? If my cr f me of Pberoras, the corruption of the court, and, 

u ?£t rJLOT II indeed, all the calamities that had lately befallen 

the kingdom : nor did he conclude without expa- 
tiating largely on the feveral accufations; 

Varus then called upon Antipater to produce tvhat 
he had to offer to clear himfelf from the accufations 
laid againft him. s After fome paufe he briefly faid, 
C4 God is mv witnefs that I am entirely innocent/' 



cc 



44 pleafed to fay it is, how came I to be fo crafty in 
44 one cafe, and fo ignorant in another,' as not to 
44 underftand, that, though men may be impofed 
44 upon, yet the all fearching and all-feeing eye of 
44 God, that knows our. hearts, will not fuffer fo 
great a wickednefs to pafs unpunifhed ? God's 
vengeance overtook my brothers becaufe of their 
44 undutifulnefs to you. But \^hat temptation had 
44 1 now to pra6tife upon your life ? The hope of a 
44 kingdom ? Why, I did reign in faft already. 
44 Was it that I thought you hated me ? That was 
44 impoflible, after fo many demonftrations to the 
41 contrary. Was I afraid of you ? When, quite on 
44 the other hand, others flood in awe ofme,incon- 
fideration of the zeal I had for your fafety. Or 
was it that I wanted any thing ? So far from it, 
that all my profufions were fupplied out of your 
treafure. So that certainly I muft be the worft 
even of men and of brutes, to be wanting in good 
offices towards fo kind a father ; being a perfon 
that you yourfelf, as you fay, received into your 
44 favour, preferred before fo many of your other 
44 fons, and whom you declared king whileyou your- 



cc 

cc 
cc 

tc 



44 felf were yet living ; belide other benefits in pro- 
44 portion, to make me the envy of other men. 

44 Wretch that I am ! that this fatal journey 
<c fliould afford fo much time and matter for envy 
" and treachery to work upon. But it was, Sire, 
* for the fervice of yourfelf, and of your affairs, 
" that I undertook this voyage ; and to keep Syl- 
" laeus from putting affronts upon your old age. 
" Rome is witnefs to my loyalty ; and fo is the 
" prince of Rome, and of the world, Caefar him* 
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Varus then called for the poifon, and caufed it to AncIpater 
be adminiftered to a condemned malefacflor, who,f»conviaed 
having drank it, inftantly expired. He then, after in 
fome private difcourfe with Herod, tranfmitted the* 
proceedings of the court to Csefaf , and the next 
day took his departure. The king commanded 
Antipater to be bound, and fent the emperor an 
account of his proceedings. 

He was charged after this with a treacherous de- Derc & eci 
fign upon Salome ; for a fervant of Antiphilus in a plot , 
brought letters from Rome, from a female atten- ggj^ 
dan t of the emprefs Julia, whofe name was Acme* 
By her a meffage was fent to the king, that flie had 
found a letter, written by Salome, anion gft Julia's 
papers, and fent it him privately from a motive of 
good-will. This letter contained thebittereft in- 
vecflives againft the king. They were forged by 
Antipater, who had bribed Acme", arid employed 
her as an inftrument to convey them to Herod. 
This was rendered evident from Acme's letter to 
Antipater, which ran thus : 44 I have written to 
<4 your father according toyoui* direction, anddif- 
44 patched the letter. Iamperfuaded the king will 
44 not fpare his fifter after reading it. I have exe- 
44 cuted the bufinefs ; do you look to the perfor- 
44 mance of your promife/' 

^ G 1 
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Upon the detection of this plot again ft the life of 
Salome, Herod was greatly alarmed, to refleA how 
narrowly his fitter had efcaped the traitor's fnare } 
nor could he avoid fufpe&ing that Alexander was 
taken off by a fimilar impofture. He therefore 
formed a peremptory refolution of bringing him to 
juftice for all his crimes, domeftic and national, but 
r was diverted from the execution of it by a fevere 
diftemper. He tranfmitted, however, a detail to 
Casfar of Achme's part in the intrigue, and the 
treacherous practices againft Salome. He fent alfo 



Excludes _ _ 9 • i a - 

him from forhis teftament, altered it, appointed Antipas to 

(ion. 
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will and 
teftament. 



the fuccelfioninlieuof Antipater, but omitted Ar- 
chelaus and Philip, through former fuggeftions of 
that execrable milcreant . He bequeathed to Casfar, 
befides other prefents, a thoufand talents ; and to 
the emprefs, her children, friends, and freemen, 
about five hundred more, with lands and confide- 
rable bounties to others. He alfo teftified his re- 
gard for his lifter Salome by many valuable be- 
quefts. This was the purport of his laft will and 

teftament. 



CHAP. XXT. 



Herod lapfes into bodily dnd mental calamities. A tu- 
mult raifed concerning the golden eagle^ which is de~ 
firoyed by the multitude. The guards overcome the 
rabble. The ringleaders are put to death. Herod 
labours under a complication of di [orders. Attempts 
violence on him f elf. Inftance of his cruelty in the im*~ 
mediate view of death. Antipater difpatched by the 
king's guards. Archelaus declared fucceffbr in/lead 
of Antipas. Death of Herod. Salome and Alexas 
prevent the execution of his cruel order. Archelaus 
accedes to the throne amidjl the acclamations of the 
people. The funeral Solemnity. 



the king, who demanded of them if they had been 
fo iniolcn t as to dcmoliih the golden eagle i When 
they replied in the affirmative, and he interrogated 
at whofc command they had done it ? they rejoined 
at the command of the laws of their country : and 
when he further alked them how they could be fo 
chearful, as they muft ftiortly die ? they returned' 
for anf vver, becaufe they were allured of a better 
life after death. 

i 
■ 

This incenfed the king to fuch a degree, thatj 
feemingly unmindful of his difeafe, he reproached 
them in moft opprobrious terms, for having at 
tempted innovations hi government under colour 
of law, and declared, as they had behaved them- 
felves like abandoned wretches, as fuch they fliould 
undergo an exemplary punifhment* The people, 
upon this, apprehending that the feverity might be 
too far extended, preferred their requeft to the 
king that he would content himfelf with juftice up- 
on the ringleaders and the prifoners, and flie w mer- 
cy to thereft. Herod was at lengthprevailedupon, 
and ordered thofe that came down by the ropes, ^J^** 
and the two heads of the faction, to be burnt alive ; lutofa 
and thofe that were taken together, to be delivered 
up to the proper officers, in order tobe put to death. 

By this time the king's diftemper feized upon his 
whole frame, and produced various fy mptoms, jfiich £^ 
as an intermitting fever, an intolerable itching, ^pn 
dropfical tumours about his feet, an inflamationiu Ife^ 
the abdomen, a putrefaction that caufed worms, ^ 
contraction of the nerves, and convulfions in ge- 
neral. It was the opinion of thofe who pretended 
to divination, that thefe calamities were inflidted 
updnhim as a judgement for his rigorous proceed- 
But notwithftanding the 
complication of hisdifeafes, and the torments un- 
der which he laboured, he Was ftill fo defirous of 



ino; towards the rabbies. 



_ — , ,. n - • n it life, that, in this very extremity, he fought for new 

TjEROD s diftemper became more and more fe- remedieSj andcherifhedfome hopesof his recovery. 



Herod's vere, through the bodily decay of advanced 

aiftcmpcr. y ears anc l the effects of a difordered mind. His ca- 

Jamities were not a little aggravated by the con- 
lideration of Antipater's being ftill alive, whom 
he determined to bring to condign punifhment in 
the moft public manner, as foon as the ftate of his 
. health would permit. 

Thefe calamities were followed by a popular fe- 
dition, which was headed by Judas, the fon of Se- 
phoreus, and Matthias, the fon of Margalus, two 
fbphifts, famous for their fkill in the laws, and con- 
fequently highly revered by the people. They had 
many difciples, and were attended at their expo- 
litions by numerous audiences. When thefe rab- 
bies were informed of the king's languifliing con- 
dition, the}' intimated to their friends, that the pre- 
fent would be a convenient opportunity for vindi- 
cating the honour of God, in the demolition of all 
works erected in oppofition to his facredlaws ; and 
obferved further, that the fettingup of images in 
the temple, or the likenefs of any living creature, 
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eagle. 



He crofTed the Jordan, and tr^ed the warm baths of 
Callirrhoe, which run into the Jake Afphaltites, a 
water not only medicinal, but grateful to the tafle* 
Here the phyficians advifed him to bathe his whole 
body in warm oil ; but upon his being let down into 
the veflel, his eyes and fenfes failed him together. 
This laft lit was fo alarming, that his attendants 
exclaimed with horror, and he revived a little at the 
outcry. But at length, when he found there was 
no hope, he ordered the foldiers fifty drachmas a 
man; and left money to a great amount, to be di- 
vided amongft his governors and friends. 

When he came back to Jericho, and found hisHwo^ 
cafe defperate, he feemed to fet death at defiance, tl0nJ 
by a refolution the moil dreadful that ever entered ag*** 
the heart of man. He fent an order throughout JW ' 
Judcea for fcizing all the nobility, and (hutting 
them up in the circus, called alfo the hippodrome, 
or horfe-courfe. He then called for Salome, his 
fifter, and Alexas, her hulband, and gave them this 



was abfolutely forbidden. It was evident that they || cc 
alluded to the golden eagle, which Herod had caufed 
to be fixed over the great gate of the temple. The 
multitude therefore came to a refolution to pull it 
down, as the moft glorious hazard they could run || « 
infupportof the laws of their country, even if they 
fliould die in the attempt. It was reprefented to 
them, that, fliould they do this, it would be follow- 
ed with everlafting happinefs and immortal ho- II cc itVtrue moura c5s formy^cleatli\» 



charge: " I know that the Jews will celebrate my 
death by a feftival ; but I fliall take care not to 
<c want mourners, or thefplcndid pomp of funeral 
<c folcmnities, provided you will but follow my di- 
cc regions. Be it your care then, the moment I ex- 
pire, to fend foldiers to encompafs the circus, 
u and flay all thofe who are there in cuftody. This 
" will be an infallible means of making the whole 
<fi province of Judrea, and every particular family 



nour ; while the mean fpirited, and thofe who were 
regardlefs of a future ftate, would prefer death in 
their beds by a difeafe, than to fall a facrifice to re. 
ligion and virtue. 



The goldctt 



While this popular enthufiafm was fpreading, a 
3 roycd. Jc " report prevailed that the king was at the point of 

death, which emboldening the multitude, they 
mounted the temple at noon-day, and letting them- 
felves down with ropes and axes, demolifhed the 
goldeneagle in the prefence of a numerous congre- 
gation of ipe&ators. The commanding officerof 
the guards no fooner had notice of this outrage, than 
he fell in among them with a party, feized about 



Herod had no fooner given thefe orders, than his b«?J'^ 
deputies brought him letters of information from F^*' 
Rome, that Acme was put to death at Cjrfar's com- 
mand,and that Antipater was under fen tence of con-'jj, 
demnation ; but it was added, that, if Herod chofe 
to mitigate the punifhment, and banifh him, he had 
the emperor's permitfion. This complacent mciTageH**^ 
procured him fome little relief ; but foon relapfing> fc^a* 
as he was at that time afflicted with a convulfive «g£ 
cough, he had fome thought of lay ing violent hands 
on himfelf, and, to that end, called for an apple and 
a knife, as if he had been about to cut and pare it. 

Having looked around him with an eye of caution, s 
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he railed his hand with the point towardshis breaft, 
which being pcrcieved by his nephew £chiab, he 
wrefted the knife out of his hand, and prevented 
the feemingly intended mifchief. 

Upon this a rumour wasfpread that the king\Vas 
dead ; of which Antipater availinghimfelf, tamper- 
ed with his keepers, for a funi of money, toreleafe 
him : but the principal officer not only rejected his 
requeft, but gave inftant notice of it to the king, 
who, upon hearing it, burft out into a vehement 
exclamation, and ordered his guards immediately 
todifpatch him, and fee his body depofitedin the 
Sy" caftle of Hyrcanion. He then altered his teftament 
dcrof once more, declared Archelaus, his eldeft fon, fuc- 
ltod * ceflbr, and conftituted Antipas atetrarch. 

Herod died five days after his fon, having reigned 
thirty-four years from the death of Antigonus, and 
thirty-feven fince he was declared king by the Ro- 
mans. He was fortunate in every other refpe<5l but 
that of his family ; being advanced to the throne 
from a private ftation, which he maintained a feries 
of years, and was at length fucceeded by oneofhis 
fons. 

1 

lone & Before the foldiers knew of the king's death, Sa- 

"?h? f "* ome am * ^ er ^ lu ft >an ^ went to the circus, and dif- 
"serom miffed thofe who'were confined there,in order to be 
jdrcus. |j a j n ^ t jj e king's command. They did this upon 

a pretence that Herod had changed his mind ; but 
as foon as they were releafed, proclamation was 
made of the king's death. The foldiery and popu- 



ath of 

:iod. 
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cho, Ptolemy, the keeper of the royal fignet, made 
a fpeech in honour of the deceafed, whom he men- 
tioned as a fortunate prince, condoling with the m, - 
at the fame time, for fo fenfible alofs. He then r ead 
the epiftle which had beeii left for the foldiers, and 
contained an earneftrecommendation of hisluccef- wmlfread 
for to their loyalty and allegiance.' t After this he publicly, 
read the will ; by which Philip, was to inherit Tra- 
chon and the adjacent country, Antipas was made 
tetrach, and Archelaus appointed to fucceed io the 
throne. Heleft ordersfor the delivery of his ring to 
Csefar, who was to be informed of every transac- 
tion; as the whole was to be. confirmed by the em- 
peror's fole authority and direction. 

■ • • * « ■ 

Thi£ was followed with joyful congratulations to Archciatw 
Archelaus upon his acceflion 4o the throne, both kteiuJ u- 
from the foldiers and populace. Preparations were ***B- 
then made for the funeral of Herod,' for which nei- Herod ., 
ther care or coft was wanting to render it as pom- pompous 
pous as poffible. The bier was covered with an em- funwaJ * 
broidery of gold and jewels, and an intermixture of 
purple. The corpfe was placed upon a purple bed. 
of various contexture, a diadem was put on the 
head, with a golden crown about it, and a fceptre 
fixed in the right hand. Next the bier were the de- 
ceafed king's fon and kindred. The gilards, Thra- 
cian troops, Germans and Gauls, marched at the 
head of the folemnity , asinformandorder of battle. 
To clofe the proceflion, five hundred officers, do- 
meftics and frcemen,brought up the train. The body- 
was carried two hundred furlongs to Herodion^ 



lace being afTcmbled at the amphitheatre of Jeri- u where it was interred according to mandate* 
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I. 



Fresh tu- 
mults a rife. 



Archelaus 
■well re- 
ceived by 
the multi- 
tude. 



Archelaus appoints the ceremony of mourning and fea/l- 
. ing. His gracious declaration in favour of the peo- 
ple. They are clamorous on the Jubjeft of grievances. 
Raife a tumult on account of thofe who had been put 
to death for the demolition of the golden eagle. The 
multitude overcome the guards, but are afterwards 
routed by the whole army. Three thoufand Jews are 
/lain. Archelaus goes to Rome, leaving the adminif- 
t rat ion to Philip in his abfence. Sabinus advances to 
Cefarea in his ivay to Judaea. Varus puts a flop to 
his journey. Sabinus goes to Jerufalem, and demands 
poffkffion °f f orKe cafiles and treafure. Meets with a 
formal refufal from the officers. Antipas goes to 
Rome, and prefers his claim to the fucceffion. Sabi- 
nus and Salome exhibit a charge againft Archelaus. 
His defence.^ Caefar attends to the refpeftive allega- 
tions of the parties, and proceeds to trial. Antipater, 
the fon of Salome, opens the caufe againft Archelaus. 
Nicolaus pleads for the defendant. Archelaus graciouf- 
ly received by Caefar. The court adjourned. 

HE neceffity Archelaus was under of goin 
to Rome proved the occafion of new di£ 
turbances. After a public mourning for 
his father feven days, and he had given a 
very expenfive feaffc to the multitude, (a cuftom 
ruinous to many of the Jews, who cannot difpenfe 
with it,) he arrayed himfelf in white, and went up 
to the temple, where the people accofted him with 
the louden: congratulatory acclamations. He re- 
turned the compliment, from a throne of ftate, in 
a manner becoming the dignity of his character. 




cc the army would have fet the crown upon his Th ?Rk 
<c head at Jericho, he would not accept it ; but that 82*' 
c< he would make abundant requitals, not to the^J* 
<c foldiers only, but the people, for their good will their ic 
"towards him, when the Fuperior power ftiould^ 
" have given him a compleat title to the kingdom, 
<c as it fhould be his ftudy, upon all occafions, to . 
" be more complacent than his father. 

The people were highly gratified by this declara- 
tion, and prefently put him to the tcft by preferring thefabjed 
feveral petitions. The purport of fome was to have 
their taxes abated, of others to have them wholly 
remitted, and of others for a general releaf e of pri- 
foners. Archelaus readily complied with the whole, 
in order to fecure their attachment, which being 
done, he facrificed and feaftcd with his friends. 

Soon after this, however, a great multitude, defi- 
rous of innovations, aflembled together, and declin- 
ing the fubjeft of the common mourning for the 
death of the king, began to murmur at the public 
grievances, and particularly to lament the cafe of 
thofe who were put to death by Herod for demo- 
lifhing the golden eagle which he had placed over 
the jjate of the temple. This lamentation was ex- 
prefledby beating their breafts, tearing their hairi Thepcc ^ 
and outrageous exclamations for thelofsof foma-iameaitK 
ny pious and virtuous men, who had died martyrs 
to the religion and laws of their country. They 
demanded juftice upon Herod's mercenaries, thofe £ 0 \& n 
accurfed inftruments of his cruelty, the expulfion ca S le> 
of Herod's high-prieft, and the appointment of a 
man of more piety and integrity to that facred and 
dignified office. 

Archelaus was highly incenfed at thefe mutinous 



Having returned them thanks for the zeal they had proceedings j but retrained himfelf from taking 
n^«,«;« — i ~cu:„r„+u i+u 1 u„ II vengeance on the ringleaders,as his journey toRome 

required expedition, and immediate fe verity might 
be productive of difaftrous confequences. Think- 



fliewnin the funeral of his father, and the royal ho- 
nours they had paid to himfelf as to an anointed 
king, he obferved withal, cl that he would not at 
Hi«Addre&." prefent take upon him either the authority or 

" name of aking, until Caefar, the declared lord and 
u mafter of all by the teftament of his father, fhould 
u confirm the fucceffion : that, for this caufe, when 



ing it more advifable to have recourfe to foothing 
admonitions, hefent a principal officer of his army 
to quiet the feditious by perfuafion, rather than by 
force. But the ringleaders of the tumult drove him 
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away by ftones from the templfe; without fuffering 
him to {peak a word. Archelaus fent other officers 
on the fame errand, but they were treated in the 
fame manner, nifomuch, that it plainly appeared, 
they wanted only numbers to commence an open 
rebellion; 



• 4 

ofmonafchy, and being immediately under the Rd- 
man government, who, in cafe they could not ob- 
tain their wifliesj preferred Antipas for their king; 



Atamulc 

at the 
paiTovcr. 



Antipas had great dependence ojj. the intereft of 
Sabinus, who had already exhibited an accufation 
fcgainft Archelaus, by letters to Casfar, and on the 
The feaft of unleavened bread, or thepaffover, II other hand, highly commended hisr character. Sa- 
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being near at hand, and annually celebrated by 
abundance of facrifices, crowds of people reforted 
from all parts of the metropolis, on account of being 
prefent at that folcmnity. Amongft the reft were 
divers of the fadtion of the two rabbies, Judas and 
Mat thias^ who came thither to lament the death of 
thofe two venerable martyrs, and wait an opportu- 
nity of inflaming the multitude to fedition. 

Archelaus had the prudent caution to fend a tri- 
bune, with a band of foldiers, with orders to feize the 
ringleaders if they fliould continue refractory, as 
the moft effectual means of obviating the danger of 
- a general riot. The multitude made head againft 
this party: fome they flew with ftones, dange- 
roufly wounded the tribune, and afterwards betook 
themfelves to their facrifices as if nothing had hap- 
pened. Archelaus, finding that the riot could not 
be fupprefled without bloodfhed, turned the whole 
army loofe upon them ; the foot by Way of the city, 
and the horfe before the walls. The former fell 
fuddenly upon them as they were facrificing, and 
killed near three thoufand at the very altar. The 
remainder difperfed andfledto the mountains ; and 
Archelaus caufing proclamation to be made, 
commanding all people to depart to their own 
habitations, to put an end to the feftival. 

■ 

This fedition being quelled, Archelaus, with his 
mother, and his three particular friends, Poplas, 
Ptolemy, and Nicolaus, embarked for Rome, leav- 
ing Philip behind him, both as viceroy and truftee 
for his private affairs. Salome with her fons, ac- 
companied him, as did feveral of his kindred un- 
der pretence of afliftinghim in the confirmation of 
his fucceflion, but, in reality, to prefer an accufa- 
tion ao-ainft him for his breach of the laws in the 
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breaks his 
proraife. 



violation of the holy temple. 

Upon their arrival at Cefarea, they were met by 
Sabinus^ governor of Syria, who was then going up 
to Judsea, to fecure the effedts that Herod had left 
behind him. But Varus, at the inftance of Arche- 
laus, and mediation of Ptolemy, reftrained Sabi- 
nus from proceeding any farther. So that, to gra- 
tify Varus, he neither demanded the caftles or the 
treafure to the prejudice of Archelaus, and pafled 
his word that he would do nothing in the bufinefs 
without the approbation of Ca^far, and remained 

where he was. „ . - 

But as foon as Varus was gone for Antioch, and " throats,mftiort,werecut j and fuch heaps of dead 
Archelaus for Rome, Sabinus, upon the removal of ]| ^bodies piled up m the temple, , as,m the moft im- 
thefe obftacles. went to Jerufalem, feized on the 
palace, and fent from thence to the governors of 
the caftles, and the officers of the treafury ; the 
former to deliver up to him pofTeflion of the caftles, 
and the latter the accounts of the treafure. But 
the officers, faithful to the truft repofed in them 
by Archelaus, evaded compliance with this anf» . 

wer," That what they had in charge was rather order than his body ; and he did not know what 
the tirnw^ ^PrWait W Ai-Mii-lan* » J I he du\. Befide that, after all this, there was no 



lome and her adherents ftated their charge againft 
Archelaus, and presented it to the ernperor. Ar- 
chelaus then drew up the grounds of his claini; and 
the feveral heads of hisjuitification, .which with his 
father's.fignet, and an account of the bequefts he 
made him were tranfmitted to Cnsfar by the hands 
of Ptolemy. 

When the emperor had duly weighed the refpec- 
tive allegations, the greatnefs of the kingdom, the. 
variety of large revenues, the numerous familj' of 
Herod, together with the contents of the letters of 
Varus arid Sabinus, he called a council of the Ro- 
man nobility, where Caius Ccefaf, thefon of Agrip- 
pa, a:rid his daughter Julia, \vas, for the firft time, 
called to take his place at the board, and then pro- . 
ceeded to the trial. The caufe was opened by An- Ant 'R 
tipater, the ion of Salome, an advocate of great the plan- 
ability, who urged his plea againft Archelaus by tifF * 
ftating, cc That Archelaus had long fince exercifed 
4C fovereign authority in effedfc, and that it was now 
cc but matter of form to contend about the name. 
" A hearing before Gsefar was nothing to him that 
has already refufed him for judge. That Herod 
"wasno fooner dead, but people were immediately 
" engaged, and fuborned, to fet the crown upon his 
<c head ; while he himfelf, did not only fit like a 
<l king in royal ftate, and upon a golden throne, but. 
' c acSled like one too; as in changing the order of 
tc the militia, difpofing of charges, receiving and 
* C granting petitions, exercifing the power of life 
"and death in public crimes, letting his father's 
u prifoners at liberty, &c. which are all regal pri- 
vileges. That this perfon, that has already en- 
" grofled to himfelf the powers and enfigns of roy- 
"alty, coming to Caefar only for the title ofit* 
* c makes Auguftus but a fliadow of a prince, and 
" a king in name, not in effeft. Father, (fays An- , 
" tipater,) what avails all the folemnity of his 
u mourning weeds for his dead father ? He looks 
" forrowfully all day, and then fits up feaftin 
"and making merry all night. What was it, at la 
" but the deteftation of the people had for thishy- 
"pocrify, that raifed the late fedition? But the 
tc main ftrefs of the charge was yet to come, which 
tc was a horrible flaughter about the temple. It 
ic was a feftival day ; the people gathered together 
16 to worfhip, and pay their devotions, and they 
u themfelves were made the facrifice. Their 



placable and mercilefs of foreign wars, was hard- 
tc ly ever heard of. Herod was fo well acquainted 
ic with the cruelty of this man's nature, that it was 
aim oft impoffible for him ever to give him the 
leaft hope of a crown, fo long as he was in his 
right mind. And that, alas ! was the king's cafe 
ct in the latter teftament : his mind was more but of 



Amipas the property of Ccefar than Archelaus. 

Kome*°& I n the mean time Antipas went to Rome alfo, in 
teomes order to prefer his claim to the kingdom, infifting 
for $e tor upon the validity of the former teftament, in which 
fcogdom, t ] lc f ucce {lion was fettledupon him. Befides he was 

promifed the intereft of Salome, and others of their 
kindred that failed with Archelaus in the fupport of 
his claim. He was accompanied by his mother and 
Ptolemy the brother of Nicolaus an approved friend 
of Herod, a circumftance of fome weight : but his 
chief depndance was upon Irenceus, afhrewd and 
fubtle logician. Antipas, relying on the ability of 
thefe advocates, totally difregarded thofe who ad- 
vifed him to pay fome deference to the feniority of 
Archelaus, and the authority of his father in his 
fecond teftament and feemed perfectly fecure of the 
kingdom : when they came to Rome, he was joined 
by all the pretended friends of Archelaus; thofe 



<c inability or defedfc charged upon Aiitipas, the 
c< fucceflbr, by the former will ; but the people gave 
cc him the character of a prince very well qualified 
" for the royal function. Or if itfhouldKfefuppofed 
c< that Herod was, in truth, found, and in his right 
ci fenfes, Archelaus has as good as abdicated the roy- 
u al dignity, by acfling againft the laws of the confti- 
cc tution. What havock would he make now, if he. 
<c had Cnefar's authority to cover him in his cruel- 
c< ties,that does all this upon his own account, with- 
ci out any power at all." 

When Antipater had thus powerfully argued the 
point, and produced a great number of the kindred ^/Sc- 
of Archelaus to prove the feveral parts of his ac- f«i<iant. 
cufation,he fat down ; and Nicolaus rofe in behalf of 
the defendant, alledging " That the flaughter com- 
" mitted in the temple was not only of abfolute ne- 



efpecially who were defirous of (baking off the yoke H u ceffity^ but the people that were killed were Cte- 
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" far's enemies. He fhe wed likewife, that, for the 
" other pretended crimes, the prefent oppofcrs of 
u Archelaus were themfelves the advifers of them* 
cc As to the validity of the fecond teftament, he ar- 
tc gued', that it ought to ftand, in regard that He- 
" rod, had at that time, the conlideration and ref- 
c< pe<5t to refer the confirmation of it to Csefar. 
" Now he that had the judgment to know the right 
" lord and mafter, had certainly fenfe enough to 
u appoint the right heir." 

Nicolaus having thus (poken concifely , but points 
Archelaus edly, in vindication of Archelaus, the latter fud- 

wcclvedL denl y caft himfelf at Cajfar's feet, who raifed him 

with fuch lingular grace and benignity, as indicated 
that he thought him worthy of the fucceffion i but 
nopofitive refolution was entered into at that time. 
This being done, Ccefar difmifled the council for 
that day, and entered into a confultation with his 
friends refpe&ing the decifion of the cafe ; whether 
it were* fitting to conftitute any of thofe named in 
Herod's teftaments as his fucceflbr, or make an 
equal participation of the principality amongft 
the whole family, as they were numerous, and 
would require a great revenue to. fupport them 
with honour. 



Cajfar. 



CHAP, II. 

Death of Malihacc, the mother of Archelaus. Great 
uproar amcngfi the Jews. Sabinus inflames it. The 
feafi of Pentecofi. The Jews draw up in form. 
Sabinus prejjes Varus for reliefs and takes fanSuary 
in the Tower of PhafaeL A bloody conjlitt between 
the Jews arid the Romans. The Romans fet fire to 
the galleries of the temple, which makes great flaiigh* 
ter among/! the Jews. 7 he foldiers plunder the facred 
ire afire. The Jews f amnion the palace to furrender, 
and ft down before it. They offer Sabinus conditions , 
which he refufes. Factions and broils throughout Ju- 
daea. Exploits of Judas, a notorious robber. Ambi- 
tion ar.d courage of Simon. Athronges and his four 
brothers entcrprifing men. 



Death of 
the moth 

of Archc- 

Uus. 



T>EFORE Crefar came to any pofitive determina- 
er SlJ tion as to the fuccelfion, Malthace, the mother 
* .of Archelaus, fell into a diftemper, and departed 
this life. Letters alfo at the fame time were re- 
ceived from Varus out of Syria, containing infor- 
mation of a revolt amongft the Jews, and of his 
going up to Jerusalem upon Archelaus's journey to 
Home, to reftrain the incendiaries, and reftore peace 
and good order. When he found advice and re- 
monitrance ineffectual, and that the multitude were 
ftili refractory, he quartered one of the legions 
he brought out of Syria in the city, and fo returned 
to Antioch. 



the higheft tower of the fortrefs, that commands 
all the reft, and, from the name of Herod's bro- £fe 
ther, that was flain by the Parthians, is called Pha- To *** « 
fadus, and then gave a fignai to the foldiers of that * 
legion to break in upon the eneniy ; for fuch was 
his pufillanimity, that he durft not lead on the very 

men he was appointed to command. 

The Romans, according to order, made a vigo- Abate 
us attempt upon the temple, and a defperate en- k**3 



rous 



gagement took place between them and the Jews, Jo^j 
in which the latter, while they had no help from tIlc W 
above, either with darts or arrows, were worfted; 
but when once the Jews got poffeffion of the gal- 
leries, and galled the Romans from thence, many of 
them were cilt off; and the reft were too far dif- 
tant to take their revenge ; though, if they had 
been hand to hand, they would have .been much 
too hard for them. 



After this the Romans fet fire to the galleries, ' 
which, for workmanfhip, proportion, and orna- ncrt^ 



ment, were incomparable. 



Many of the Jews pe-j^/J^ 



Sabinus 
raifes tu- 
mults a- 
amongft 
the Jews. 



The feaft 
of Pentc- 



utwhen Sabinus came afterwards to Jcrufalem, 
hefurnifhed them with new occafion for tumults : 
for depending on the reinforcement of the troops of 
Varus, and a band of his own domeftics well armed, 
and at hand, to fubferve the purpofe of his ava- 
rice and rapine, his defign was to get pofleflion of 
the caftles and Herod's treafures by force, and me- 
nace upon the governors and officers who had them 
in charge. It was now the feaft of Pentecoft, or 
fiftieth day, fo called from the term of the revolu- 
tions, after feven times feven days after the pals- 
over ; fo that the people aflembled in great num- 
bers, not from a religious motive, but difcontent If and ravaged the country. 



rifhed in the flames : fome were cut off by the ene-fadE 
my upon their fall j others pufhed from the battle-?^ 
ments : fome again, in defpair- choofing rather t* 
die by the fword than by fire, laid violent hands on 
themfelves. Thofe that made an attempt on the * 
Romans from the walls, were deftroyed without Thch , 
any difficulty j till, at length, they were either flain ti^m 
or fcattered. The foldiers plundered the facred ^ l9aiestL 
treafure, carrying off four hundred talents, and 
leaving to Sabinus the remainder. 

This lofs of men and treafure brought a more 
powerful reinforcement of the Jews upon the Ro- 
mans than the other, both for valour and number. 
They fummoned the palace to furrender, and fet 
down before it, with a menace of giving no quar- • 
ter unlefs they immediately quitted it, and offering 
Sabinus liberty if he would depart with his legion. 
There were many of the king's party who deferted 
the Romans, andaffifted the Jews. But themoft 
warlike body, amounting to three thoufand men of 
Sebafte, went over to the Romans, under the com-owwtb 
mand of Rufus and Gratus. The Jews ftill preffed KoBUM, 
the fiege, and attempted the walls of the fortrefs, 
calling upon Sabinus to retire, without oppofing 
himfelf to the refolution they had taken of reca- * 
vering their liberty. Sabinus was inclined to pro- 
vide for his fafety, but diftrufted the aflurances 
the Jews gave him, and fufpecled their preferred 
lenity as a bait laid to enfnarc him. This confidc- 
ration, together with the hope of relief from Varus, 
induced him to ftand the fiege. 

> 

Judcea was at this time involved in tumults and Scwnl 
factions, an opportunity now offering for preten- tnmniaii 
ders toftart their claim to government. A band of J fld2t 
two thoufand veterans inldumsea, whohadferved 
under Herod, had feveral encounters with the 
king's troops, and in particular with Achiab, He- 
rod's kinfman, who often fallied upon them out of 
ftrong holds, but could not cope with theminthe- 
open plain. 

In Sepphoris, a city of Galilee, one Judas, the &n 
of Hezekias, leader of the band that was taken by jX'ti* 
Herod, aflembled a coniiderable party, forced the Iobbe,t 
king's magazines, and arming himfelf and compa- 
nions out of thofe ftores, fet oppofition at defiance, 



The Jews 
prepare to 
attack the 
Romans* 



with the prefent fituation of affairs. They repaired 
to Jerufalem from Galilee, Idumsea, Jericho, and 
the country beyond Jordan, with the inhabitants of 
Judasaywho, for number and courage, furpafled all 
the reft. They divided themfelves into three bo- 
dies, and pitched their tents in three quarters ; one 
upon the north fide of the temple, another upon the 
fouth towards the circus, and the third to the weft- 
ward of the palace; fo that the Romans, by thefe 
means, were befet on all fides. 

Sabinus, alarmed at the number and refolution of 
the enemies, preffed Varus, by divers meflengers, to 
come to his fuccour immediately, op his legion 
would be cut to pieces. He reached, however, 



In Perea alfo, on the other fide of the river, Si- 
mon, one of the late king's domeftics, relying on the ' i 
fy mmetry,agility,and ftrength of his pcrftu^placed 
a crown upon his head, and, affifted by a baud of 
robbers he had collected, burnt down the palace at 
Jericho, laid feveral (lately buildings in afhes round 
about it, and procured immenfe booty by rapine, 
Nay, he would have laid waftc the whole country, rer<* 
if Gratus, who commanded the king's foot, had not 
brought the Trachonite archers, and a warlike body • 
fromSebafte, to theirrelief. Inline, they came to ac- 
tion, when the robber was overcome, and great part 
of his foot cut off. As he himfelf was upon the flight s 

acrofs a fteep bottom, Gratus, felled him by anob- 
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lique ftrbke on the neck, and thereby put an end to 
He u (i.,rn his life and depredations. The royal palaces, 
^ci«M' a | )OUt Amathus and the borders of Jordan, were 

alfo burnt down by another feditious gang that 

came out of Perea. 

* * 

There was alfo at the fame time a certain fliep- 
JSroa- hcrdj named Athronges, who had the confidence 
ceiandhw w ^ et U p f or ^g. He had ftrength of body, and 
fr«hren. rc f 0 j ut i on Q f m ind, equal to any enterprize ; and 

was aided and abetted by four brothers of the fame 
qualifications, who ferved himinhisincurfions both 
as officers and coiinfellors. Upon affairs of mo- 
ment, heafcended a throne, with a crown upon his 
head, pronounced judgement without appeal, and 
in every inftance alfumed regal authority. Under 
thisufurped fan&ion he continued to over-run the 
country for fometime, deftroying whatever he met 
with, and exercifing hoftilities towards the Ro- 
mans, the king's troops, and even the Jews them- 
felves, if there was a probability of gaining any 
booty. Thefe free-booters once met, near Emmaus, 
a convoy with corn and arms, which the Romans 
were carrying to one of their legions, and encoun- 
tering them, killed Arius, their centurion, with forty 
of his beft men ; and would have deftroy ed the whole, 
if Gratus, with his troops from Sebafte, had not 
come fpeedily to their relief. Having thus plun- 
dered both foreigners and their own countrymen 

Therareat f° r f° me ^ m ^t three of the brothers at length were 
length fob- taken ; the eldeft by Archelaus, the two next by 
4ucJ * Gratus and Ptolemy, and the fourth furrendered 

himfelfto Archelaus upon conditions. Thus ended 
the enterprizes of thefe defperadoes, while Jadasa 
might be faid to be over-run with depredations and 
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artis joins the Romans againft the Jews. Sepphoris 
burnt to the ground. Sappho taken and plundered. 
Em?naus laid in ajhes. Upon the approach of Varus 
to Jerufalem, the Jews quit the fiege in conjier nation. 
The citizens difclaim all feditious practices, and wel- 
come V %rus into the town. Near aooo of the ring- 
leaders are punifhed with crucifixion. Varus dif- 

auxiliaries for their non* confor- 



mity to military difc 
the Jews of Idumaea* 



His generojity 



Vara! 
comes to 



VARUS having received intelligence froiriSa- 
binus, and the chief officers at Jerufalem, that 

anceof" t * ie ^• oman l e gi° n there was in danger of being cut 
Sabbmi. he haftened with all expedition to their relief, 

and marched with the two other legions he had un- 
der his command, and four troops of horfe, to Pto- 
lemais, ordering the auxiliaries, that were fent by 

the kings and governors of cities, to join him there 
at the rendezvous. The people of Berytus, as he 
pafled through their city, furnifhedhim with a re- 
inforcement of fifteen hundred men, well armed. 
Upon his coming to Ptolemais, Aretas, king of A- 
rabia, (a bitter enemy to Herod,) joined him with a 
confiderable body of horfe and foot. When he had 
niuftered his forces, he fent a detachment into Ga- 
lilee, under command of his friend Gallus, who 
foon after encountered a party, totally routed them, 
Stwhorii entered the city of Sepphoris, burnt it to the 
*%ed. ground, and made all the inhabitants flaves. 

Varus himfelf marched with the main army into 
Samaria, but fpared the city, becaufe he found the 
inhabitants had not joined in the late commotions. 
He encamped at Arus, a village belonging to Pto- 
lemy, which the Arabians plundered, merely be- 
caufe he was a friend to Herod. The army ad- 
vanced next to Sappho, a fortified plare, which 
they took, rifled, and pillaged. The Arabians car- 
ried all before them with fire and fword. Emmaus 
was abandoned by its inhabitants, and then burnt by 
command of Varus, in revenge for the deaths of 
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Arius and his companions. 

Thence he marched to Jerufalem, where the Jews, 
upon the very tidings of his approach, quitted the 



liege, difperfed, And took flicker iii the fields and Varii • 



woods j but the citizens, on the contrary, maintain- jcmfticm, 
ed their ground, and received thfe. conqueror with *V*r $ u - 
due honors. Thej cleared themfelves from all fuf* Schorl of 
picioh of joining m the late revolt, atledging that tlicr< ** Uioii 
they hadraifedrio commotions, but Had been forced 
to admit the multitude on account of it& being the 
day of agrandfeftival, fo that they were rather be- 
fieged themfelves, together with the Rofciahs; 
than accelTary to the leaft mutiny or feditiori. 

# 

Varus had been niet oii bis entrance by Jofepti, 
the nephew of Archelaus, with Rufus and Gratus, 
the king's generals, at the head of the Roman fol- 
diers and the troops of Sebafte, all in their milita- 



fy habits* 



guilt 



the preferice of Varus, had ftolen away out of the 
city, and lurked about the fea-fide. Varus; in the 
mean time, difperfed his troops up and down the 
country, in queft of the ringleaders of this tumult. 
They apprehended great numbers, of whom thofe 
who appeared to have the leaft concern were put 
into cuftpdy ; but Inch as were moft criminal he or- 
dered to be crucified, to the amount of about twd 
thou fan d. 



* . " • 4 .* ' 

Varus was informed that there remained in Idu-^* f JjJJ^Vj 
maea ten thoufand Jews ftill in arms. Finding, auxiliaries, 
however, the Arabians did not a£t like foldiers and 
men of honour, but^ave themfelves wholly up to 
fpoil and rapine, laying the country wafte where- 
ver they came; in opposition to his will, he difmif- 
fed them, and, at the head of his own legion, mar- 
ched againft therevolters t but, before it proceeded 
to blows, at the inftance of Achiab, they furren- 
dered, and laid down their arms. The Roman 
governor treated the commonalty with lenity, but 
fent the officers to anfwer for their conduct toCse- 
far. Finding fome of Herod's kinfmen in the num- 
ber of revolters,he proceeded againft them as trai- 
tors, for taking up arms againft their king ; and 
having thus reftored tranquillity to Jerufalem, he 
left the former legion as a guard, and then return^ 
ed to Antioch. 



CHAP: IV; 

♦ 

• • • . 

The Jews accufe Archelaus before Caefar; and petition 
for the free excrcife of their religion. The emperor 
calls a council upon the occafion. Hears the allega- 
tions of the Jews, by their deputies, on the one hand', 
and thofe of Archelaus, and his adherents, on the other \ 

Nicolaus pleads the caufe of Archelaus* Caefar, hav- 
ing duly weighed the whole matter, fettles the govern- 
ment, and makes the difpofttions according to the will 

of Herod. 

AFTER matters had been thus accommodated 
in Judasa, the pretenfions qf Archelaus were 
delayed by an accufation which the Jews had pre- 
ferred t againft him at Rome, by fifty deputies, who 
had been fent from Jerufalem before the tumults 
broke forth, and that with the permiffion of Yarns* 
The purport of their embafiy was to addrefs the Arcftdaii 
emperor for the liberty of their country j and the by the 



exercife of their religion ; and their petition was ^tiU. 
figned by 8ooo Jews principal inhabitants of Rome. 

This being a point of importance, Csefar called ^mbnei 
a council of the Roman nobility, and his own par- byCara * ; 
ticiilar friends, to meet in the temple of Apollo, up- 
on mount Palatine, a ftately and fuperb ftrudlure of 
his own erecting. The council being afTembled, 
the Jews and their ambafladors were ranged on the 
one hand, and Archelaus and his adherents on the 
other. His kindred maintained a neutrality ; as, 
frQm their envy and hatred, they would not eipoufe 
his caufe ; nor would they be feen to take part with 
his accufers ; fo that they a<fted from a two-fold 
motive. Amongft others was Philip, the brother of 
Archelaus, whom Varus fent before for tworeafonfc : 
the one that he might be enabled to aflift his bro- 
ther upon the occalion ; the other, that, in cafe 
Auguftus Csefar ftiould think fit to make a diftri- 
bution of the polTeffions of Herod amongft his chil- 
dren, he might come in for his (hare* 
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The deputies of the Jews being called upon to it Tower, Sebafte, Joppa, and Jerufalem, were alt 



Principal 
he*ut« of 
the accufo 



;on. 



fet forth their complaints, and then prefer their pe- 
tition, addrefled the court to the following eftedt ; 

" That Herod never demeaned himfelf like a 
" king j but, on the contrary, as the moft intole- 
u rable tyrant upon the face of the earth. Thathis 
" cruelty did not flop at the profufion of innocent 
" blood, and the violation of juftice : but that he 
" made the very living wifli themfelves dead. That 
" he did not only tear the bodies of his fubje&s to 



call: into the fliare of Archelaus ; but Gaza, Ga- 
dara, and Hippon, Grecian cities, were detached 
from the kingdom, and annexed to Syria. The re- 
venue of Archelaus amounted, upon the whole, to 
four hundred talents. 

Caefar beftowed upon Salome, befides what wai 
bequeathed by will of Herod, Jamnia, Azotus, and Hu 
Phafaelis. He gave her alfo a palace at Alkalon, ra %3 
which was valued at fixty talents, but was fubje&ed^ 0 * 



pieces with torments, but ftnpt his towns andci- to thfe j uriftU< aionof the^ethnarchy 
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ties of all that was choice and precious, and gave 
u it away in oftentation to foreigners ; facrificing 
" the very lives alfo of the Jews to ftrangers. In- 
" ftead of the bleflings of their ancient laws and H- 
a berties, he left his people nothing but beggary 
<c and iniquity in exchange ; infomuch that they 
u fuffered more plagues lince his coming to the 



When 



had thus difcharged all Herod's bequefts, he gran- 
ted to his two virgin daughters 500,000 drachmae 
and gave them in marriage to the fons of Pheroras. 
But after this family diltribution, he made a libe- 
ral divifion of athoufand talents more, which were 
bequeathed to himfelf, referving only fomeparti- 



lunercci more plagues imtc jus tuinin^ to tiic 11 1 r • r t. j r j 

« crown, than their forefathers ever felt fince their || Cular P refents m meraor y of thc deceafed - 

CHAP. V. 

Exploits of a [furious Alexander. His impofiures are 
tQ flavery,^that they\vere grown modeft and patient ({ detefted, and he is fent to the gallics. The firfi pro. 



ic deliverance from Xerxes out of the captivity of 
Babylon. 

Jews (they faid) 



under the yoke, even to the degree of entailing a 
u voluntary fervitude upon their pofterity in the 
u perfon of Archelaus, the fon of the late tyrant, 
<c whom they faluted askingimmediately upon the 
tl death of his father. They mourned for Herod 
u together, and offered up their joint vows for the 
<c long and profperous reign of his fucceflbr ; and 
<c then, to put it out of doubt that he was the true 
u fon of this inhuman father, he made his aufpici- 
u ous entrance upon the government with the 
" /laughter of three thoufand citizens : and, the 
u better to entitle himfelf to the iucceflion, this 
cc niaflTacre was his oblation to God of three thou- 
u fand victims : and all this upon an holy day, and 
" thc carcafles piled up in the holy temple. 

" What wonder is it for men that have outlived 
4 c fo many miferies,and efcaped fo dangerous a rock* 
<c to own their averfion to this man, and to fall (if 
<c perifh they muft ) like m£n of honour with their 
4< faces to the enemy ? All the Jews defire at the 
cc hands of the Romans, is only that Casfar will 
"judge the wretched remainder of them fofarwor- 
. " thy of pity, as not to expofe them to the rigour 
" of their mercilefs oppreflors ; but rather to annex 
4t Judaea to Syria, and range them under the laws 
u and rules of the Roman government. It will 
<c thenbefeen whether the Jews are, in truth, fotur- 
cc bulentand feditiousa fort of people as they are 
c< given out to be, when they fall once into the 
<c hands of humane and temperate governors." 
With this petition the deputies clofed their charge. 

Nicoians Nicolaus rofe in behalf of Archelaus, and, in his 

Archc/ or rc Pty » c ^ eare< i bothhimand Herod from the accufa- 
rc c am. t j {)ns brought againfl. them, and then proceeded, in 

very pointed language, to characterize the nation 
of the Jews, as averfe to any government, and 
more particularly to that of monarchy ; conclu- 
ding his fpecch with fome farcaftic remarks upon 
the relations of Archelaus, who had deferted his 
caufe, and joined his accufers. 

When the emperor had heard the arguments on 
^•^flhe^othlides, he difmifled the court, and, after fome 

few days deliberation, beftowed upon Archelaus 
one half of Herod's kingdom, under the title of 
ethnarch, with a promife of making him king, if 
he fhould appear worthy of that dignity. The 
other half he divided into two tetrarchies, which 
he g 

the other to Antipas, who had conteftcd the fove- 
reignty with Archelaus. There fell to his lot thc 
country beyond the river, and Galilee, producing 
a revenue of two hundred talents. BntBatana»a, 
Trachon, Auranites, and fome part of the land of 
Zenon, about Jamnia, were affigned to Philip, and 
yielded a revenue of an hundred talents. In Ar- 
chelaus's ethnarchy were comprized Idumaja, all 
judeca, and Samaria ; which laft was remitted a 
forth part of its tribute, as a reward for not joining 
in the rebellion with their neighbours. Straton's 
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j eft or put to death. 

AT this time there was a man, by birth a Jew, 
but brought up at Sidon with the freemaaof ^ 
a Roman citizen, who falfely pretended, on account 
of the refemblances of their countenance, to be ^ 
that very Alexander who was flain by Herod. This^ 
man came to Rome to pra&ife his impofture ; and 
had with him, for countenance and counfel,another 
Jew who was perfe&ly acquainted with the atten- 
dants and intrigues of the court of Herod. His 
companion inftrufted him to give out, that the 
people who were employed by his father to put 
him and Ariftobulus to death, hadfo great a com- 
panion for them, that they fubftituted other bodi- 
es in their places, and conveyed the brothers out Reiffipo(il 
of the way. This paired current with many Jews in«»k 
Crete, who furnifhed the pretender with plentiful ,ewl * 
fupplies for travelling in fplendour. From thence 
he proreeded to Melos, where he experienced more 
refpeA and bounty : nay, he fo .far impofed upon 
the public credulity, that he took feveral of his 
friends along with him to Rome. Upon his arrival 
atPuteoli, the Jews of that place made him fump- 
tuous prefents ; and the friends of his father trea- 
ted him as a fovereign prince. The ftriking re- 
semblance, in fine, procured him fuch credit, that • 
as many as had feen Alexander would not hefitate 
to fwear this was the man. The report was fo 
prevalent, that the whole body of the Jews, who j 
were at Rome, came in crowds to fee him ; and in- 
numerablemultitudes ftood in the avenues, through 
which he was carried in a fedan by the inhabitants 
of Melos, whokepthimanegroe train at their own 
proper charges. 

But Casfar, who knew perfe&ly well the linea-S&if 
ments of Alexander's face, becaufehehad beenac-^^ 
cufed by Herod before him, fufpe£ting the fraud, hL 
fent for one Celadus, and ordered him to bring the 
young man to him. When Ccefar faw him, he im- 
mediately difcerned the fallacy in his countenance ; 
and when he difcovered that his whole body was of 
a coarfer texture, and more r obuft form , like that of 
a flave, he was convinced that the whole was an im- 
pofture. But he was nioft aftonifhed at the effron- 
tery of his reply, on being aflced concerning Arifto- 
bulus, which was, cc That he was living, but left 



on purpofe at Cyprus, for fear of treachery, as it 
e to two other fons of Herod ; one to Philip, |[ would be more difficult for plotters to get them in- 
to their power while they were feparate." 

Ccefar then took him by himfelf privately, a£ 
fured him he had difcovered the fallacy, and that 
he would Ipare his life, if he would own to him 
who had perfuaded him to adopt that mode of iffi- 
pofition, Having promifed compliance, he went 
with Csefar, and pointed to the Jew that had ad- 
vifed him to it in order to get money : for, in fa&,the 
fum he raifed upon this piece of chicanery, wasmore 
than Alexander himfelf could have procured had 
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he been alive, Casfar fmiled at the contrivance ; 
xijeimpo- an d conde mne d the fpurious Alexander to the gai- 
kw*Tto lies on account of hisftrength, and the proje&orof 
thc^ iIlC$; the inipofture to death: but the people of Melos 
jlalt to had been fufficiently punifhed for their folly, by the 
4tf h - expencesthey had been at on his account* 
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CHAP. VI. 



rchelaus is accufed of opprejfwn to Cacfar, and ba- 
uified to Vienna, a city of Gaul. A foreboding 
dream. The expofition. Another very extraordinary 
dream of the princefs Glaphyra, who has a vifton of 
her fir 'fi hufband. Her death. 



w 



HEN Archelaus took pofleffion of his eth- 
narchy, he treated not only the Jews but the 
Samarians with great rigour, from a refentment of 
former difputes betwixt them. In confequence of 
this they fent embaffies to complain toCasfar, who, 
Archto in the ninth year of his government, banifhed him 
cSar. to Vienna, a city of Gaul, and fequeftered his ef- 
feds. 



A report prevailed that Archelaus, before his 
Hiidrcsm. f un j mons to attend the empef or, dreamt he faw 

nine ears of corn, large and full, devoured by oxen ; 
and that when he fent for feveral who were fuppo- 
fed to be {killed in divination, fome faid one thing, 
and fome another ; till at length Simon, one of the 
•rteioter- of Efffencs, gave it this interpretation : tc That 
prcwrion. the ears of corn denoted years, and the oxen the* 

viciflitude of things, as the earth is overturned by 
the plough ; that therefore he fhould reign as ma- 
ny years as there were ears of corn, and, after many 
revolutions, depart this life." It fo fell out that, 
five days after this interpretation, Archelaus was 
called upon his trial* 



This Judas was the leader of apeculiar fecfi, and 
entertained tenets peculiar to himfelf* 

There are among the Jews three* philofdphifcal 
feels, diftinguifhed by the different denominations 
of Pharifees, Sadducees, and EfTcnes, which laft 
maintain a more rigid discipline than the reft; 

» 

TheEfTeiieS are Jews by birth, and feem to have Peculiar 
a greater affe&ion for bne another than the reft of Md 
the fedfcs. They rejedt pleafure as an evil ; but mannen, 
efteem continence, and a conqueft over the paflions, Ejf Ci(1 cf. 
as a cardinal virtue. They neglect wedlock j but 
fele&the children of others, while they are young 
and docile, and adopt and train them up as their 
own. They do not abfolutely deny the moral fit- 
nefs of marriage, and the fucceflion of mankind Their dpi- 
continued thefeby, but guard againft the frailty of 
women, and can hardly admit an invoilable attach- 
ment to one man. 

» 

They hold wealth, arid what are called the good 
things of this world, in contempt ; fo that they xhcrihare* 
are equally ftrangers to riches and poverty, as they equally in 
have all things in common ; or, in other words, the of C ti£ 0tU 
whole fociety live like brethren, being all equal fha- world, 
rers in one common patrimony : upon fuch a prin- 
ciple no man can be contemptible for being poor^ 
nor honourable for being rich. 

They think oil a defilement, and value them felves Their appa- 
upon the fimplicity of their appearance, provided 
their garments are white and cleari. 

They appoint ftc wards for the management of Thci> phf- 
their common ftock, and leave it to their difcretionianthrophy 
to make: diftribution out of it to every man in pro- 
portion according to his need. 



They have no certain place of abode, but dif- 
perfe themfelves through different cities, towns, Manner of 
and villages, where they are ever ready and open to Uvin s- 



There was another memorable dream of theprin- receive and entertain any of their own fe<ft, and 

- 11 treat them, though ftrangers, with the lame fa- 
miliarity as if intipnately acquainted* 



cefs Glaphy ra, daughter of Archelaus, king of Cap- 



padocia, and wife of Archelaus, theprefent fubjedt 
of our hiftory. Her firft hufband was Alexander, 
the fon of Herod, by whom he was put to death. 
This princefs, after his death, married Juba, king 
ofLybia, and, upon his deceafe, returned home, 
and lived with her father in a ftate widowhood. 
Archelaus, the ethnarch, became fo enamoured of 

gy«'« her at firft fight, that he put away Mariamne, and 
euL married her. Soon after this flie came back into 
Judaea, and had there a vifion of her firft hufband 
Alexander, who thus feemed to reproach her : 
" Could not your marriage with one hufband after 
me fuffice,butyoumuft take a third, and this under 

K{t dcw k my own roof? and, to add to thy criminality, my 

own brother ? Thefe are injuries not to be borne. 
But you fhall foon return to me again." Glaphyra 
furvived this dream but two days. 



CHAP. VII. 



te ethnarchy of Archelaus reduced into a Roman pro- 
vince. The\fedition of Judas, of Galilee. Three forts 
of Jews, Pharifees, Sadduces, and EJfenes. Of the 
Effencs. Their temperance and opinion of marriage ; 
their effctts in common; their apparel, charity, and 
mode of living ; their fcruples of confidence, peaceable 

if introduction 

nders. Their 



difpojition, and fidelity 
into the fociety, and of punifloing offt 

Their opinion of 



y, virtue and contempt of death 
foul. Veneration ft 



difft 



fort of EJfenes. Brief defcription of the fefts of 
Pharifees and Sadducees. 
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THE ethnarchy of Archelaus being now re- 
duced into a Roman province, Coponius, a 
man of equeftrian rank, was vefted by Casfar with 
full commiflion to govern it. Under his admini- 
ftration a certain Galilean, named Judas, ftirred up 
the people to revolt, on a fuggeftion that, in fub- 
mining to the Romans, and paying them tribute, 
they acknowledged a fupremacy due to God alone. 



They carry nothing with them, when they tra- <? r travel 
vel, but arms for the fecurity of their perfons. ws * 
They appoint, in every place, fome bne to take 
care of their ftrange brethren, and provide them 
with lodging, food, apparel, and necefTaries in ge- 
neral. The drefs they wear refembles that of chil- 
dren when they are under the charge of mafters and 
governors. Nor do they change their garments or 
fhoes, but when one is torn, and the other worn out. 

They neither buy or fell among themfelves, but T h ey n ei- 
fupply each other's wants ; not by way of exchange ^J e fcl ^ th 
but an obligation on the one party to give, and the cn e an- 
other to receive. lhcr * 

Their piety towards God is extraordinary ; as ^ h |[ r fc ^ 
they never fpeak a word of the common affairs of pies, in 
life before fun-rife, but upon certain traditional 
forms of prayer, imploring the Divine protection 
for the day. After this adt of devotion, they be- 
take themfelves to their feveral occupations and 
employments, in which they labour with great dil- 
ligence till an hour before noon, when they aflem- 
ble in white veils, and bathe in cold water. Upon 
this purification they retire to their apartments, in- 
to which it is not permitted to any one of another 
fedfc to enter. From thence they enter into a re- 
fectory, or dining-hall, as into an holy temple, and 
fit down without uttering a word. The atten- 
dants place their loaves in order, and bring each 
one a lingle plate of one kind of food, which is not 
touched before the prieft pronounces a bleffing ; as 
in like manner he returns thanks to the divine do- 
nor after meat. This duty performed, they lay a- 
fide their white garments, as in fome degree fa- 
cred, and refume their ordinary avocations till e- 
vening, when they return to {upper in the fame 
manner ; and if their be any ftrangers they fit 
down with them. Their houfes are free from cla- 
mour and difturbance. They fpeak by turns, and 
obferve a gravity and filence which excite the ve- * 
neration of ftrangers, and arife from a conftant 
courfe of moderation and fobricty. 
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Their revc. 
rencc for 
fuperiora. 



•Their fide 
lit)'. 



1 

They are not allowed to do any thing without the 
advice of their fuperiors, except in offices of com- 
panion and afliftance, in which they are left at li- 
berty ; for every man is free to help the virtuous ; 
though they are reftrained from relieving their kin- 
dred withoutpermiffionfromtheirfuperiors. They 
curb their paffions, and are eminent for their fide- 
lity, and preferving peace and good order. Their 
word is as facred as an oath, which they avoid as 



Their rere 
rence for 



worfethan perjury, accountingaman, who cannot 
be believed without bringing God for a witnefs, as 
a liar, and unworthy of confidence. 

They hold the works and writings of the an- 
cients in great veneration, and feledt from them 
what is conducive to the benefit of their minds and 
bodies, as in the cafes of ethics, or morals, or re- 
medies for difeafes, the virtues of plants, metals, 
minerals, add the like. 

■ 

When any perfonisdifp.ofed to become a member 
metho of q £ t j ie foci^y^ he is not immediately admitted, but 

prescribed the mode of living for one whole year, 
andprefented with an axe, a girdle, and a white gar- 
ment. If, in that courfe of time, he has given evi- 
dence of his continence, they ,infbmerefpe<3:,change 
his diet, and allow him the benefit of the water of 
purification. But he is not permitted to enter the 
refe&ory till he has patted a two years probation 
of his integrity ; upon which trial he is taken into 
thefociety upon thefollowing conditions : 

He is firft to bind himfelf, by folemn oaths, to 
love and worfhip God, and obferve juftice towards 
man j to injure no one of his own accord, nor at the 
command or perfuafion of others ; to declare him- 



Form and 



entering; 
into the 
fociety. 



divided into four forts, according to their refpec- tect^ 
tive obligations. The younger are reputed fo tQftai «i 
much inferior to their elders, that if the fenior is 
touched by the junior, he muft purify as it were 
upon the contad; of a ftranger. 

They live to a great age, many of them an huri- T ; . . 
dred years and upwards, which muft be afcribed to jge^Jj: 
the fimplicity of their diet, and their temperance in lRg 
general. They are alfo firm and hardy, contemning***** 
the miferies of life, and accounting an honourable Ttorfc 
death more defirable than an inglorious exiftence. 
Indeed our war with the Romans abundantly proves " 
this part of their character J as, upon divers occa- 
fions, neither burning, or the moft exquifite tor- 
ture, could force from them an irreverent word of 
their legiflator, or the breach of one of their rites 

Tortures they alfo endured not 
fupplication and tears, but 



or ceremonies. 

without 



only 



with 



Conditions 
Specified. 



chearfulnefs of countenance, defying the torment- 
tors, and yielding up their breath with ferenity, 
and compofure, in the affurance of exchanging the 
prefent life for a better in future. 

They firmly believe the mortality of the body ; 
and that the foul, being of the fame nature with the 
fubtileft air, is incorruptible and immortal, and by fool, 
a kind of attradtion enclofed in the body as in a pri- 
fon ; but that when it (hall be freed from thefe cor- 
poreal bonds, orfromalon^flavery, it fhall afcend 
to the region of blifs. This tenet feems to corres- 
pond with a certain opinion of the Greeks, who 
conceit that there is a region beyond the ocean, 
where there are neither rain, fun, or raging heats, 
but only gentle refrefhing breezes : this they make 
the refidence of the bleft in a future ftate. As for 



felf an enemy to the wicked, and a friend to the the wickcd , on the other hand, they ftand, in their 
righteous; to fhe w fidelity to all men, and efpeci- opinion condemned to impetuous tempefts, de- 

ally to thofe m authority, as they are the mimiters II nf_.- _ _ — j \-n+ ? 

of God by his own appointment. He is like wife to 
declare, that if ever he ftiould attain to an eleva- 
ted ftation, he will never abufe that power to the 
injury of thofe who are fubordinate to him, nor 
diftinguifh himfelf by any peculiar ornament of 
drefs ; that he will love and embrace the truth, and 
reprove thofe who fpeak falfhood. He binds him- 
felf alfo tokeep his hands clear from theft and frau- 
dulent dealing, and his mind from the defire of un- 
lawful gains. He fwears that he will not conceal 
. from thofe of his own fe6t any of the myfteriesof 
his religion, nor communicate any of their doctrines 
to others, though it fliould be to fave his life: and 
finally, that he will communicate their dodlrines 
in no other manner than as he received them him- 
felf ; and will preferve thebooks belonging to their 
feet, and the names of thofe by whom they are 
written. 

Thofe who are detected in heinous offences are 
. excluded the fociety, and generally come to ami- 
ferable end, as they are bound by oath not to re- 
ceive even a morfel of bread from the hand of a 



juftice. 



ftranger, and thus compelled to graze like beafts 
till the}' perifh. In this diftrefs the fociety fome- 
times compaffionates a cafe, and receives the de- 
linquent again, deeming the punifhment, in fome 
degree, an atonement for the offence. 
Their ftrict In the admiuiftration of juftice they are Angularly 

ftrift ; determining nothing without the concur- 
rence of at leaftan hundred voices ; and from their 
fentence once paffed there is no appeal. 
Thcirreve- Next to the fupreme authority of God himfelf 

tir' : %c°if- t ' ie ^ 10 ^ * n reverence that of their legiflator, 
later. ° l (Mofcs,) whom if any one blafphemes, he is pu- 

niflied with death. They afcribc great honour to 
their elders, and to the majority of the people; 
deemingit highly reafonable to obey the one, and 
hearken to the other. When there are ten mem- 
bers in council, no particular one is to fpeak if the 
other nine are againftit. They hold it indecent, 
and even immoral, to fpit towards the middle of 
the aflembly, or upon the right hand of it. 

They obferve the fabbath with greater ftri<5tnefs 



ccnUar 
:ritlnefsm 



ncohferv- than any other fc£t of the Jews ; as they not only 

me ' * * * *" * * «• ■ 

ibb. 



^ thc prepare their food the preceding day, to avoid 
' kindling a fire upon that day, but will not move an 
utenfil from one place to another. 

Thofe who profefs thefe tenets and practices, are 



ftroying frofts, and everlafting agonies and groans 

■ 

This is analogous to what Grecian fabulifts re- 
late of the fortunate iflands, defcribing them as 
places fet apart for the beatific enjoyment of. thofe 
glorious fpirits they call Heroes and demi-gods. 
They have alfo their hades, or hell, which their 
fabulifts inform us is an infernal pit, where Sify- 
phus, Tantalus, Ixion, Tityus, and the like, are 
configned to different, but eternal, plagues and tor- 
ments. This is built on the firft fuppofition that 
fouls are immortal, and from thence are derived . 
exhortations to virtue, and difluafives from vice ; 
for good men are rendered better, even in this 
world, by the hopes of re ward in another ; and the 
vehement inclinations of bad men are reftrained by 
the fear and expectation they arc in, although 
their wickednefs may be, in fome meafure, con- 
cealed in this life, of fuffcring eternal punifhment 
after death. Thefe are the dodtrines of the Ef?? . 
fenes concerning the fubjeCt of the foul ; and we 
find very few, when once they have imbibed the 1 
fame, that ever depart from it. 

There arc amongft the Effenes thofe who pretend fliqrty 
to the fpirit of prophecy, founding their prefages 
upon holy writ, and ufing preparatory purifications of pro- 
to fit them for the work ; and it is obfervable that phccr ' 
they feldom fail in thejr predictions. 

There is another'order of Effenes, agreeing with ff 
the former as to meats, manners, and laws, but dif* order of 
fering from it in the point of marriage, as thinking 
that, by not marrying, they cutoff fucceflion, and 
thereby tend to extinguifh the human race. The 
woman, however, muft be fubje&toa three years 
probation ; and if fhe ftiould be found in a condi- 
tion for child bearing, fhe is to be reputed, after 
that trial, qualified for wedlock. Thus much for 
the Effenes. 



law* and Definiiitf 

es . The« f "* f,a 



The Pharifees are profeffors of the 
learned in the Jewifli rites and ceremonies, a nc oftbef^ 
firft article of their creed is, in effe A, that fate andrifeei. 
Providence do all ; and yet that, whether we do well 
or ill, it is much in our own power, only that def- 
tiny interpofes fometimes in this or that particular. 
They believe the f&ul to be immortal. They like- 
wife believe a tranfmigration of the fouls of good , 
menintoothcrbodies5but,atthefamctime,thatthe 
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fouls of the wicked are tranfmitted to. a ftate of J[ they came with co 
everlafting woe. 

The Sadducees, on the other hand, abfolutely de- 
ny fa* e i affirming that God can do no ill, and that 
he leaves men atTiberty to do what they lift. They 
have good and evil before them, and they take 
their choice. The former fe£t are fociable, and live 
upon good terms with one another ; while the lat- 
ter are harfh and ill-natured among themfelves, 
and abfolutely inhuman and intolerable to ftran- 
gers. But to return to the main fubjedr* 



plaints to Pilate about it as he Another 

1 i» i i i • tumult ex 

But he had caution to pro- deed by 



CHAP. VIII; 



Death of Auguftus Caefar. 
late made governor of Juda 



SuccefJionofTib 



Pi- 



A tumult upon con- 



Jerufalem. Pilate fa 
mom ~the Jews under a colour of hearing. Is induced, 
by *hc generous behaviour' of the Jews, to remove the 
enftgns. Another tumult occajioned by a tax upon the 
holy treafure. Agrippa complains of Herod'to Tibe- 
rtU y and, in confequence of an cxpreffion to Caius, is 
kept prifoner till the death of that emperor '.- Caius 
Caefar fuccceds Tiberius, and advances Agrippa. He- 
rod, at the inflance of Herodias, feeks the favour of 
Cains. Dc.^/'s of Herod and Herodias in exile in 
Spain. 



Tiberius 
faceted* 

ABgUltUJ, 



THE ethnarchy of Archelaus being now re- 
duced into a province, the two brethreri, He- 
rod and Philip, (called Antipas,) continued in the 
adminiftration of their tetrarchies. Salome, upon 
her demife, bequeathed her toparchy to Livia, the 
wife of Augufbis, together with Jamnia, and a 
plantation of palm-trees at Phafaelis. 

Auguftus dying after a reign of fifty-feven years, 
fix months, and two days, Tiberius, the fon of 
Livia, fucceeded to the Roman empire. Philip, 
the tetrarch, built a city in Paneas, which he called 
Crcfarea, and another in Gaulanitis, which he cal- 
led Julias. Tiberias in Galilee was built by He- 
rod, as was Julias in Perea. 

Pilate being appointed governor of Judsea by 
Tiberius, fecretly conveyed, by night into the city, 
certain enfigns, with the image of Caefar inferibed 
upon them. This excited a tumult amongfl; the 
jc^Ueta Jews, who were alarmed at fo flagrant a propha- 
ontiUwi Nation of their religion, and violation of their li- 



A tumult 
arifei in 



in confe- 



taig« !? berries, as the introdu&ion of images to the city 
***** was a thing totally forbidden. This tumult in 

town wasfpeedily inflamed by a vaft concourfe of 
people, from all parts of the province j 
quence of which the Jews went in a great* body to 
Cscfarea, to move Pilate for relief, and there ear- 
* nelily befought him to be tender of their laws, and 
order the removal of the images out of the city. 
Upon Pilate's inattention to their requeft, they 
fell proftrate, and in that pofture continued immo- 
veable five days and as many nights. 

On the lixth day Pilate mounted the tribunal, 
which was in the great court, and called to him 
the multitude, as if defirous of giving them an an- 
fwer ; when fuddenly, upon a fignal given, the Jews 
were furrounded with armed troops ; and Pilate, 
in the in ft ant of their confternation, declared that 



'Catens 



every man fhould die, unlefs they admitted the I prevents the execution. 



fat upon the tribunal. 

vide againft a tumult, by intermixing foldiers iri £jf JJ* * hc 
difguife with the multitude j to be in readinefs to facred 
fall on whenever a fignal fhould be given j but* in trcAfttre; 
cafe of riot, toufeftavesonly^ and not their fwords; 
The people growing clamororis, Pilate gave the 
foldiers the fignal, who did execution according td 
theiir orders Many of the Jews were deftroyed, 
fome dying by blows, fome crowded arid trampled 
to death, and others pcrifliing in the purfuit; The 
multitude, alarmed at this chaftifement^ ceafed 
from murmuring j fo that thisfcverity put an end 
to the tumult. 

■ * ■ 

In the mean tinie Agrippa, the fon of that Arifc 
tobulus who was put to death by his father Herod, 
went to Tiberius with a complaint againft Herod 
the tetrarch * Tiberius did not attend to the accu- 
fation ; fo that Agrippa continued at Rome in the 
condition of a private man, and made his court to 
perfons of the firft quality ^ and in particular to 
Caius, the fon of Germanicus; Regaling him up- 
on a certain occafion with a collation, Agrippa took 
an opportunity, in the hour of conviviality, of ex- 
claiming, " how j oy ful he fhould be in feeing Caius 
emperor of the world inftead of Tiberius." This 
being told to the latter by one of the company, he 
ordered him to be put in chains, and hardly treated 
in prifon for the courfe- of fix months ; at the expi- 
ration of which he departed this life himfelf, after Death of 
a reign of twenty-two years, fix months, and three T,benw ' 
days. 

• * « • • * • 

Caius Csefar, upon his fucceeding to the empire, Heufuc- 
difcharged Agrippa, and gave him the tetrarchy cecdedby 
of Philip, who was now dead, with the title of king liberates ° 
annexed. The advancement of Agrippa excited and ad- 
the envy and ambition of Herod the tetrarch, Aglippa, 
which were not a little inflamed by his wife Hero- 
dias, who reproached him for his floth, and told him 
it was only bccaufe he would not attend Csefar, 
that he was deprived of greater dignity j for fince 
the emperor had made Agrippa king from a pri- 
vate perfon, it was much more probable that he 
would promote him from a tetrarch to that rank. 
Thefe arguments fo far prevailed with Herod, that 
he repaired to Caius ; but was followed by Agrippa, 
in order to prefer accufations againft him. The 
emperor was fo far from gratifying his ambition, 
that he reproved him feverely, and gave his te- 
trarchy to Agrippa, in confequence of which he Herod ana 
retired to Spain with his wife, and there died in ^. is . wife . 1 . 

* 7 die in exile 

exile. in Spain. 

CHAP. IX. 

Caius Caefar arrogates divine honours. His horrid cru- 
elties. He orders Petronius, one of his generals, to 
fet up his ft a tue in the. temple, and put all male contents 
to the fword. Petronius advances with an army from 
Antioch towards Judaea. Defer iption of Ptolcmais. 
The Jews repair thither, and petition Petronius, who 
fummons them to Tiberias, and their reafons the cafe 
with them. He relents, and difmiffes the court without 
coming to any refolution. . Promijes his mediation with 
Caefar. Writes to the emperer to that purport. He 

rath, but his own premature fate 



i images into the city, and gave intimation to the fol- 
diers to draw their fwords. The Jews, in this ftate 
of terror, caft themfelves proftrate one and all be- 
fore him, ftretched out their necks, and offered 
themfelves to the execution, crying out with one 
voice, that they would rather die than fee the pro- 
phanation of their laws. Pilate was fo aftonifhed 
wank at the daring zeal of thefe people iri defence of 
J£ their religion, that he gave immediate orders to 
have the itatues removed. 

This tumult was followed by another. The Jews 
have a facred treafure, which they callcorban, and 
Pilate laid a tax upon it towards the charge of 
aquedu&s for the bringing in of water at the dif- 
tance of three hundred furlongs. The common 

people were fo irritated at this impofition, that 
No. 3 i. 




O elated was Caius Caefar with his fortune, that The biaf- 
he had the vanity to aflume the name of a ffod, pheroyec 

-- J — ° cruelty or 

Caius 
Cjcfar. 



and afpire to divine honours. His cruelty alfo kept 



pace with his blafphemy, for he cut off great num- 
bers of the Roman nobility, and extended his bar- 
barity to judasa, whither he fent his general Pe- 
tronius, charged with a commiffion to fet uphisfta- 
tue in the temple, and put every individual to the 
fword who fhould dare to make theleaft oppofition, 
and make flaves of all the reft of the Jews. But 
the Divine Providence interpofed and defeated his 
deligns. 

Petronius marched with all expedition from An- 
tioch towards Judaea with three legions, and a con- 
fiderable number of auxiliaries out of Syria. The 

a H ■ . 
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report of this expedition gained no credit with the 
greater part of the Jews, nor were thofe who be- 
lieved it in a condition to put themfelves in a poftnre 
of defence : but when the army advanced as far 
as Ptolemais, they were ftruck with an univerfal 
confternation. 

Dcrcriptton Ptolemais is a city upon the coaft of Galilee, fitu- 
of rtole- a t e on an extenfive plain, and encompafled-with 

mountains. That on the eaftfide, at the diftance 
of fixty furlongs, belongs to Galilee : that on the 
fouth to Carmel, which is dlftant an hundred and 
twenty furlongs : that on the north is the highefl. of 
them all, called, by the people of the country, 
" The latter of the Tyrians," and diftant alfo an 
hundred and twenty furlongs. The fmall river 
Belus runs by it at the diftance of two furlongs. 
Not far from it Hands Memnon's fepulchre, bor- 
dering upon aprofpe<St of near an hundred cubits 
over, which has fomethingin it well worthy of ob- 
fervation ,: There is the appearance of a round val- 
ley, that yields a kind of glafly fand. It is carried 
off by (hipping ; and as faft as they fetch it away, 
the winds froiii the fummitof the mountain^ fill the 
place again. It is the nature of tlie foil to turn 
every thing to glaf s that comes into it ; and, what 
is more extraordinary, that glafly fand, which is 
fuperfluous, once removed out of the place, be- 
comes common fand again. 

In this ftate of confternation the Jews, with their 
wives and children, went to Petronius at Ptolemais, 
and there befought him for their country's fake, 
and their own, not to enforce the violation of then- 
laws, to the utter deftru&ion of fo many wretched 
people. Petronius was prevailed upon by the num- 
ber of the fupplicants, and their deplorable condi- 
tion, to leave his army, and the ftatues of Csefar, 
at Ptolemais, advance towards Galilee, and fum- 
mon the Jews, of all ranks and degrees, to attend 
him at Tiberias. Being there aflembled, he enter- 
ed upon a detail of the ftrength and power of the 
empire, and the menaces of Ccefar, adding, that 
this requeft was a tacit affront, as they could claim 
ho right to difpute thefe orders, to which all the 
fubjedsof the Roman empire, befides themfelves, 
had fubmitted ; which was the placing of the em- 
peror's ftatue in the temples amongft thofe of their 
other gods. He added, that their oppofition was 
little fliort of a revolt, and would be confideredby 
Ccefar as the moft palpable indignity. 

They had only to alledge, that the laws and cus- 
toms of theircountry would not allow them to fet 
up any images whatever, either of God or man, or 
in any place whatfoever, either facred or prophane. 
Petronius replied, that he was under as indifpenfa- 
ble a neceffity of obeying the injunctions of the em- 
peror his matter, as they were of thofe of their le- 
giflator ; fo that, in confequence of tranfgreffing 
in their favour, he mult be liable to punilhment, 
being as much under command as they were. Here- 
upon the whole multitude exclaimed, that they 
were ready to lay down their lives in vindication of 
their laws. 



prevail with them, and that the feed time was al- 
moft elapfed, having employed fifteen days in urg- He ftt, 
ing their fuit, he told them that, for their fakes, he offi* 
was determined to expofe himfelf to a defperate ^y. 
hazard, in attempting to fatisfy Csefar, in failure of 
which his life would be at ftake. He then difmif. 
fed the multitude, who offered up a thoufand pray- 
ers for his profperity, and drew off his army from , 
Ptolemais, to Aritioch. From thence he inimedi- 
ately tranfmitted to Csefar an account of the man- 
ner in which he entered Judsea, of the petition in 
which the whole nation joined, and the danger to 
which the whole province would be expofed in cafe Ron*,* 
of denial. They defired nothing more, he obferved, 
than the maintenance of their laws againft all inno- 
vations, 

■ 

Caius very concifely anfwered the epiftle of Pe-| eor *n 
troriius, by an order for putting him t9 death for fo^L 
not executing his command ; but it fo fell out that ? M '*4 
the bearers of this order were detained three months JSjt 
by contrary winds ; and^ in the mean time, Petro- owndc * 
riius received intelligence of the death of the em- 
peror by a quicker paflage, twenty-feven days be- 
fore the arrival of the other. 
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chap. x. 

* • 

Claudius declared emperor by the army. He is oppofed 
by the fenate. Agrippa courted both by Claudius and 
the ) en ate. Efpoufes the inter eft of Claudius. Ha? 
rangues. in juftification of Claudius and the army. An- • 
Jwer of the fenate to Agrippa. Of Claudius to the 
fenate. A foldier flands up for the honour of Clau- 
dius. Defertion of the foldier s followed by that of the 
fenate. Agrippa prevents the dcjlruftion of the par- 
tizans of Claudius. Claudius acquires popularity. 
Sacrifices inform. Bountifully rewards Agrippa and 
Herod. The immenfe wealth and power of the former* 
Jerufalem is walled in. Death of Agrippa at Ce- 
farea. Descendants of Alexander and Ariftobulus. 



Af ftp 

and fix months, Claudius was advanced to the go- 
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/"lAIUS Csefar being taken off by treachery, after ncUi 
V-/ he had maintained theimperialfvvay three years 

- - r J - J clarcOa 

vernment by the army, which was then at Rome.**™ 
The confuls Sentius Saturninus and Pomponius Se- . 
cundus appointed, according to the refolution ofjjiif 
the fenate, three regiments of foldiers for the guard **** 
of the city, whilft they met in the capitol, deter- 
mined to oppofe the elevation of Claudius, on ac- 
count of the barbarous treatment they had met 
with from Caius, as well as from a defignofreftor- 
ing the ariftocratical form of government, when 
men of fiank and integrity were taken into admini- 
ftration. At this time Agrippa happening to be 
at Rome, he was invited into the council by the fe- 
nate, and into the camp by Claudius, as a confide- 
rable addition to what party foever he efpoufed. 
Agrippa finding Claudius emperor in effedl, e fpouf- bjrAgj? 
ed his intereft, and was immediately employed up-&4; 
on an embafly to the fenate. He reprefented to to** 
them, upon the occaiion, " That the army's fetting ^ 
him up as emperor was an adt of abfolute force, in 

When the outcry fubfided, Petronius demanded II ^ hich his will was totally unconcerned ; that it be- 

iftheywererefolvedtotakeuparmsagainftC^far? P affed > he c ° uld no * rec 1 cde with honour or 

J " fafety, as it would provoke them to revenge it he 

fliould feem infenfible of the obligation ; infiftinff, 
again and again, on the danger he muft inevitably 
incur by a pufillanimous refignation of the power 
vefted in him by the grand bulwark of the empire. 
He added, that fince the main point was gained, 
and he was in pofleflion of the government, Clau- 
dius had determined with himfelf to attend and 
execute the office, not as a tyrant to domineer at 
will and pleafure, but as a prince toexprefsthe ten* 
dereft regard for the welfare and profperity of his 
people. That he fliould content himfelf with the 
honour of the name of emperor, and in cafes of 
importance, be ever ready to hearken to the advice 
of the fenate, as the exemplary fate of Caius was a 
warning to him to exercife moderation. 

When Agrippa had proceeded thus far in his ad- ^ 
drefs,the fenate, relyingupon their credit with the wg. 



They not only replied in the negative, but declar- 
ed that not a day pafled but they offered up facri- 
fices for the profperity of Crefar, and the whole 
Roman people ; but that, if he was determined to 
place images in the temple, he would make the na- 
tion of the Jews one common facrifice, as they were 
ready to expofe themfelves, with their wives and 
children, to thefevereft torments. Petronius was 
fo affedted by this demonftration of invincible ar- 
dour, for the prefervation of their religion, in the 
unanimous refolution of fo vaft a multitude, that 

hedifmifled them without coming to a final decifion. 

Petronius then aflembled the higher clafs in pri- 
vate, and the multitude in public ; and fometimes 
had recourfe to perfuafion and advice, but chiefly 
to threatenings, infifting upon the power of the 

Romans, the high difpleafure of Casfar, and the 
neceffity he was under of obeying his injunctions. 
But when he found that no confideration would 



if 



army, and the prudence of theirowncouncils,gave 
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him this con cifc reply, tc Thattliey were not a bo- 
dy to be made voluntary flaves." Agrippa reported 
the anTwcr to Claudius, who fent him back to af- 
fure them, 4C That Claudius was not a man to be- 
tray his friends thatraifed him to the empire : that 
he was much concerned at the thought of entering 
into a difpute with the fenate ; but if it muft come 
to a decilion by dint of arms, he defired they would 
appoint fome fpot of ground without the city for 
the place of action, as it would be dreadful, beyond 
conception^ to have Rome laid in blood and allies 
to '©ratify the humour of a few rafli and turbulent 
people. " With this meffage Agrippa was charged 
by Claudius to the fenate, and he accordingly de- 
livered it. 

At this very critical jandhlre of affairs, one of the 
fbldiers then prefent, belonging to the fenate, ftood 
forth, and drawing his (word, thus exclaimed: 
u iyfy brave companions, why are we thus at dag- 
's gcrs with our beft friends, and upon the brink of 
" a civil war only for adhering to Claudius, anem- 
" peror of fpotlefs chara&er, and a prince whom 
" we fliould rather treat with duty and refpecft as 
lt our protestor, than threaten with arms as an 
" enemy ?" Having thus fpoken, he marched 
through the whole fenate, followed by the reft of 
the foldiers. This defertion fo alarmed the nobi- 
lityi that, to avoid more ferious confequences, they 
gave over oppofition, and following the example 
of the foldiery, went their way, and declared for 
Claudius. In the mean time divers of the male- 
content party lay upon the watch, with their fwords 
drawn, under the walls, to difpatch them at their 
■ ScS coming out ; and they would have been all cut off, 
.audim. before Ccefar could have had any knowledge of the 

nutter, had not Agrippa given timely notice to 
prevent it ; telling Cajfar plainly, that if he did 
not reftrain the licence of the army, efpecially 
toward the nobility, an univerfal maflacre would 
fhortly enfue,and, inftead of being mafter of a glo- 
rious empire, it would leave him only prince of a 
depopulated nation. Claudius, prevailed on by the 
advice of Agrippa, re drained the violence of the 
foldiery, received the fenate into the camp with due 
honours, and then went out with them, according to 
cuftom, to offer vows and facvifices for theprofperity 
Agrippa jf 0 f the empire. He befto wed upon Agrippa not on- 
rewrdcVly his father's kingdom entire, but, over and above, 

thofe places that Auguftus had conferred upon He- 
rod, as Trachon and Auranitis, with what was 
called the kingdom of Lyfanias, appointing the par- 
ticulars of this grant to be notified by proclamation 
to the people ; and giving i t like wife in charge to the 
fenate, to have it cut in brafs, and fetup in the capi- 
tol. He gave the kingdom of Chalcis to Herod, the 
brother of Agrippa, who wasbecome hisfon-in-law, 
by his marriage with Berenice, his daughter. 

The wealth and power of Agrippa now exceeded 
the bounds of imagination ; nor did he fquander 
what he had acquired in vain and trifling objedis. 

His fir ft undertaking was the walling in of Jerufa- 
lem, which,had it been brought to perfection, would 

have rendered it impra&icable for the Romans to 
take it by fiege. But, after three years reign as king, 
he died at Cefarea, and left the work unfinifhed, 
having go verned three years before in quality of te- 
trarch. He left three daughters by Cypris, Bere- 
nice, Mariamne, and Drufilla ; and one fon, whofe 
name was Agrippa. Being very young when his fa- 
ther died, Claudius reduced the kingdominto a pro- 
vince, and made Cufpius Fadus governor ; and after 
him Tiberius Alexander, who making no innova- 
tions in the laws and cuftoms of the country, pre- 
ferved the public peace. A little aftjsr this died 
Herod, governor of Chalcis, and left, by Berenice, 
the daughter of his brother, two fons, Berencianus 
anclHyrcanus; and by Mariamne, his former wife, 
Ariftobulus. There was another brother named A- 
riftobulus, who died in a private ftation, and left a 
daughter, whole name was Jotapa. Thefe, as before 
obferved, were the children of Ariftobulus, the fon 
of Herod ; but Alexander and Aiuftobulus were the 
fons of Herod by Mariamne, who werellain at the 
inftance of their father. Thcpofterity of Alexander 

ruled afterwards in the Greater Armenia, 

No. 31. 
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CHAP. XI. 



lerod of Chalcis dying, is fuccceded by Agrippa ; as is 
Tiberius Alexander by Cumanm • An in j alt offered by 
a Roman foldicr to the Jews occafions a tumult. Ten 
t/iqtif and Jews are taken off. A Roman foldier tears 
the books of the law. The offender put to death by or- 
der of Cumanus. A difpute betwixt the Jews of Gali- 
lee and thofe. of Samaria. An univerfal tumult in 

Jerufalem. Eleazar and Alexander ravage aad mur- 
der in the villages. Judaea infefted % 
Complaint made to Quadratus^ who goes to Jerufalem 
to be farther informed. Caefar gives Cumanus and 
the Samarians an hearing at Rome: He paffes judg- 
ment againft the Samarians^ and orders the execution 
of it. Death of Claudius^ and Jucceffton ofNero^ a mofi 

flagitious and abandoned prince. 




N the death of Herod, who reigned in Chalcis, A . h ^ 
Claudius introduced Agrippa, the fon of A- 
grippa,into the kingdom of his uncle ; and Cuma- Sclking- 
nus fucceeded Tiberius Alexander in the govern- domqtfBu 
ment of Judaea. During the time of his adminiftra- URClc# 
tion the Jews fell into new grievances and diftur- 
bances. The people being affembled together in 
vaft numbers at Jerufalem, to celebrate the feaft of 
unleavened bread, and a band of foldiers being fta- 
tionedat the gate of the temple, as was cuftomary 
upon thofe occafions, to prevent tumults, one of A fo j dit ; r 
the foldiers turned his back,* and ftood in an inde- occafions* 
cent pofture towards the Jews. This put the whole Jc™ u f^. 
multitude in fuch a rage, that they prefled in 
throngs to Cumanus for juftice upon the foldier for, 
that affront ; and thofe who were moft tumultuous 
amongft them began to (tone the foldiers. Cuma- 
nus, apprehending furthermifchief from a popular 
outrage, fent a reinforcement of men to fupport 
the former band. This fo alarmed the Jews, that 
theyprefTcd to get omt of the temple with allhafte, 
infomuch that the paflages were fo crowded, that Many of 
ten thoufand of them were trodden and fqueezed ^J cwt 
to death. Thisaccident rendered ita melancholy 
folemnity to the whole nation. Tears and wring- 
ing of hands were feen in every houfe ; nor was 
there a family but had a (hare in the mourning. 

4 

There foon followed another calamity, which 
arofe from a tumult occafioned by robbers. One 
Stephen, a domeftic ofCasfar's carrying fome fur- 
niture from Bethoron, was fet upon and robbed by Another 
a band of thieves. Upon this Cumanus fent aparty tumuk * 
to apprehend the people in the neighbouring villa- Thc bookt 
ges, and bring them bound to him, making them of the law 
rcfponfible for not purfuing and taking the rob-fo^r!* 
bers While they were upon this enquiry, a fol- 
dier happening, in the fearch, to lay his hands upon 
the books of Mofes, rent them in pieces, and threw 
them into the fire. The Jews affembled in an in- 
ftant as if the whole country had been in a flame, 
and, a&uated by the moft fiery zeal for their reli- 
gion, haftened to Cumanus at Cefarea, and there 
prefled him moft importunately not to fuffer the , 
wretch to efcape unpunifhed, who had offered fo 
daringaninfultto God andhisfacred laws. Cuma- 
nus, finding there was no appealing the enraged 
multitude without fome fort of fatisfa&ion, com- 
manded the foldier to be brought out, and put to 
death in the light of the whole field, which putting 
an end to the tumult, the Jews departed. 

■ 

There happened, at the fame time, an unfortunate a quarrel 
difference oetween the Jews of Galilee and thofe at ^e^vvs 
Samaria. There was a certain Jew of Galilee paf- of Samaria 
fing through a village called Geman, in the great & Gs * xl **' 
plain of Samaria, that was there killed as he was 
going up to Jerufalem to worfliip at a folcmn fefti- 
val. The people of Galilee, upon this, drew out a 
body torevenge themfelves upon the Samarians by 
arms : but the better fort applied to Cumanus, and 
advifed him. by all means, before the difpute went 
too far, to go over to Galilee, and, upon ftrift en- 
quiry into the matter, fee juftice done on the mm*- 
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dercrs. Cuvnanus. having other concerns in hand, 
difmiffed the ]>ctitioncrs without entering' into the 
caufe. Thcrcportof this outrage afterwards reach- 
ingjerufalem, fo enraged the wholcmultttude,that, 
leaving the bufinefs of the day, they determined, 
without either officer or order,tofall uponSamaria, 
in fpite of the efforts of fuperiors to reftrain them. 
The ringleaders of this robbery and murder were 
Eleazar, the fon of Dinceus, and Alexander, who 
breaking into the borders of Acrabatena, laid wade 
all before them, and put men, women, and chil- 
dren to the fword. 

Cumanus, upon receiving intelligence of this ra- 
ri!wEi""Lr vage, came with a party of horfe to the relief of the 
to the ™« country, took many of Eleazar's band, and cutoff 

many more. The remainder of this rabble com- 
mitted fuel) clepredationsin Samaria, that the great 
officers and leading men of Jerufalem went out with 
mournful appearance, and ufed every art and ar- 
gument to prevail with them to defile from their 
outrages. They entreated them not to deftroy Je- 
rufalem to be revenged of Samaria, to have pity 
upon their country, their temple, their city, their 
wives, which were all at ftake, and not to facrifice 
all that was dear to them in this world in revenge 
for the lofs of one poor Galilean. The Jews at 
length became cool, and the tumults fubfided. 

It might now be faid to be the period of univer- 
jufeaovefw&l rapine, in which the main bufinefs of the people 
nm with wa§ tQ p re y upon each other ; and the moft power- 
ful plundered the lower clafs of their countrymen. 
Numidius Ouadratus being then governor of Sy- 
ria, feveral of the heads of the Samarians applied 
to him at Tyre, with a heavy complaint againft the 
robbers that infefted that country. There were di- 



Britnnnicus, by his fir ft wife Meflalina, and a ilaugh* 
ter, Odtavia, whom he married to Nero, He had 
alfo another daughter, byPetina, called Antonia. 

No man, perhaps, perverted power and wealth 
more than Nero to the injury of others, as appears 
from the imbruing his hands in the blood of his 5!^* 
brother, his wife, and his mother. He merited the 
complicated chara&er of tyrant and buffoon, in- Nert> * 
compatible as they may feem; for he not only exer^ 
cifed the moft horrid barbarities towards hisneareft 
relations, but introduced fubjedhs of dignity and 
importance in a moft ridiculous point of view upon 
the public ftage. But as the hiftory of this em- 
peror is fo generally known, Ifhall pafs over trivial 
matters, and confine myfelf to thofe particularsiu 
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Felix 



robbers 



Nero's liberality to Arifiobulus and Agrippa. 

chajlifes the robbers. A new fet of frce-booters y called 
Si earn. Jonathan, the high-prieft, the fir [I that fell 
by their hands. Anarchy and confufton prevail through* 
out Jerufalem. Dangerous effefts of entkufiafm, fe- 
duttion, and impoflure. A magician pretends to the 
Jpirit of prophecy, and marches with thirty thou/and 
followers towards Jerufalem. Felix meets and totally 
routs him* A lawlefs banditti perfuade the Jews to 
revolt. An outrageous tumult between the Jews and 
Syrians. The matter in difpute finally referred to 
Caejar. Felix is fucceeded by Fefius. 

NERO, foon after his acceffion to the imperial nwi 
dignity, conferred upon Ariftobulus, the fon jj^Jjjj 
of Herod, king of Chalcis, the government of Ar- boJm 



vers of the leading men of the Jews then prefent, menia the Lefler, and annexed four more citiesto 



and amongft the reft Jonathan, the fon of Ananus, 
the high-prieft, who turned the blame upon the Sa- 
marians as the firft authors of the tumult in the 
death of the Galilean. He charged the confequences 
alio upon Cumanus, for not bringing the offender 
tojufticc in due time. 

Quadratus, having heard the caufe, deferred the 
further confideration of it till he came into Judaea, 
where he might receive more particular informa- 
tion. He then went to Cefarca, and there caufed 
all thofe that Cumanus had taken alive tobe put to 



the territory of Agrippa; that is to fay, Abilaand 
Julias inPerasa; and in Galilee, Tarichee and Ti- 



berias, with their dependencies. The remainder of 
Judaea he gave to Felix, , who was no fooner vefted 
with his commiflion, than he went in queft of the 
robbers, took Eleazar, their leader, with feveral 
others, and fent them all bound to Rome, after 
they had ravaged thecountry for the (pace of twenty 
years; fo that the number of robbers whom he cau- Mfc* 
fed to be put to death., and the country people that f** 
joined them, was almoft incredible. 



tea 



death. From thencehe proceeded to Lydda, where Thefe ruffians were no fooner fupprefTed, than 
he heard the Samarian caufe over again, and ordered there fprang up another fet of robbers, under the 
eighteen leading men of the Jews tobe beheaded, as name of Sicarii, from fica, the weapon they ufed. 



Several of 
the princ;- 



they were found to have been abettors of the tu- 
mults. He fent the two high-priefts, Jonathan and 
Ananias, with Ananus, the fon of Ananias, and 
fome other Jews of the firft rank, to Cnefar, toge- 
ther with fome noble Samarians. He alfo ordered 
pal jews Cumanus, and Celos, the tribune, a way to Rome,to 
fent co Car- give an account of what had been done to Claudius. 
Iar * Having thus finifhed thefe matters, he went up to 

Jerufalem from I/ydda, and finding the multitude 
celebrating their feaft of unleavened bread without 
any tumult, he returned to Antioch. 

When the parties repaired toRome, where Agrip- 
pa appeared a zealous advocate for the Jews, and 
Cumanus was fupported by fome weighty friends, 
Cacfar hearing the refpe&ive cafes, gave fentence 
c*& r . againft theSamarians, condemning three of the moft 
rtlenti- g " powerful of them to* be beheaded; Cumanus tobe 
gainft the baniflied; Celos, the tribune, to be fent bound to Te- 

J 



his body drawn round the city, and then beheaded. profeflion. 



They made no fci-uple of executing their deftruc- 
tive pra&ices in the open day, and in the very 
ftreets of Jerufalem. Their cuftom was to carry Aco & 
fliort daggers undertheirgarments,andmixingwith 
the multitude at feftivals in particular, deal death 
around them without being detected. They con- 
tinued this horrid practice fome time, not only with- 
out difcovery, but without being fo much asfuf-jowfo 
pefted. The firft man flain by thefe aflaflins was 
Jonathan, the high-prieft; after which not a, day aMj 
palled without feveral executions of the fame kind, ^ 
This occafioned a general alarm, infomuch, that 
the apprehenfion was almoft as dreadful as the mif- 
chief itfelf; and it was as dangerous to walk the 
ftreets as tobe in a field of battle. Every man at 
adiftance was fufpedted for an enemy ; nor could 
even reputed friends be truftedupon their approach 
to each other. Nor was the utmoft watchfulnefs, 
andminuteft caution, afufficient fecurity, fo dcx-» 
terous were thefe hravos in the exercif e of their 
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He conftituted Felix, the brother of Pallas, go- 
vernor of Judasa, Samaria, Galilee, and Perea; and 
preferred Agrippa from Chalcis to a greater domi- 
nion, giving him the tetrarchy that had belonged to 
Philip, whichcontaincdBatanea,Trachon, and Gau- 
lanitis, fuperadding thekingdom of Lyfanias, and 
the province which Varus had governed. 

When Claudius Caafar had reigned thirteenyears, 
eight months, and twenty days, he departed this 
life, and left the fucceflion toNero, whomhiswife 
Agrippina had artfully introduced to the empire, 

notwithftandinghehadatthat time aligitimate fon, 



There ftarted up at this time another fort of mi£ ^ 
creants, who did more mifchief with their tongues^ 
than the others did with ther weapons. They fhed 
no blood, indeed, but caufed more definition by ^ 
their pernicious do&rines than the others did with 
theirdaggers.raifingdiforderandconfufionthrough" 

out the city. Thefe were impoftors and feducers, 
who,underpretenceof divine infpiration, inculcated 

ations. They drew 



vague opinions and abfurd inn 

the multitude into woods and folitudes, pretending 
thatGod would there fet them at perfect liberty 3 and 
reveal himfelf to them by fuch tokens from heaven/ 
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would give them infallible afTurance of it. Felix 



fbfefawthe defign of this proceeding, and was con- 
vinced of the neceflity of nipping the attempt of a 
revolt in the bud j fo that he lent out a body of 
horfe andfootinpurfuitof thefe enthufiafts, which 
deftroyed great numbers of their difciples and fol- 
lowers. 

Thefe mifchiefs were followed by thofe of an 
2£iVan Egyptian pretender, that proved more fatal to the 
^nan j e ws than the former. He was a magician, but 
/aifepro- p a g* ec j f or a p rQ phet, and raifed a fet of followers, 
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to the number of about 30,000, whom he inveigled 
into his trammels. Thefe deluded people heled,by 
the way of the wildcrnefs, to mount Olivet, propo- 
fing to march thence to Jerufalem, expel the Ro- 
man garrifon, and make himfelf matter of the city 
and country, having his followers and guards about, 
him to affift in the cnterprize. Felix, finding it to 
be a growing evil, advanced up to the Egyptian 
with his Roman legions, and a confiderable body 
of Jews that joined him. He then gave him battle, 
and totally defeated him j the Egyptian himfelf, and 
fame few q{ his followers, faving themfelves by 
H e aioac* flight. Great numbers of them were flain, others 
cdb / Fch *taken and putinto chains, and thereft difperfed to 

their own habitations. 

The fiate of a nation refembles the ftate of the 
body, in which one difeafe is generally followed by 
Sba^M another; for thefe magicians and freebooters were 
Life. now concerting a fcheme for aflerting abfolute li- 
berty, and engaging the multitude in a refolution 
to fhake off the Romanyoke. This they attempted 
both by argument and menace, threatning death, 



Fejlus is fuccecded by Albinus j who proves a corrupt 
and tyrannical governor. His fucceflor^ GeJJIus Floras^ 
is more flagitious. Their characters compared. Florus 
is accufed to Ceftius G alius , governor of Syria. . He 
endeavours to excite the Jews to rebellion. The rife 
ofthejewifb wan 

ALBINUS, who fucceeded tfeftu^ did not tread A ibtot a 
in the ftcps of his predeceflbr. He was a man. moftdiff ^ 
univerfally depraved, addided to corruption, ava- nor. 8 ™** 
rice, extortion, and oppreffion; fo that the nation 
groaned undermoft intolerable burthens during the : 
time of his government, He adopted the molt de- 
em of policy was influenced in e$ery ' 
meafure by venality, would pafs or revoke fentence 
as bribed ; in fine, as money was his god, fo it 
fwayed his condudfc in general, to theutterperver- 

fion of juftice, and abolition of every principle of 
virtue. ' 

There prevailed, at this time* afa&iori ra Jerufa- 
lem, which had determined to introduce an inno- 
vation, and compounded with Albinus to connive? 
at their practices. The ringleaders of this fedition 
had each of them a band of refolutes at command; Rap i nctfIl ^ 
while the governor himfelf, as anarch-robber, with vcrfaiiv 
his guards about him^perverted bis authority in the * xcvaiU - 
plunder of thofe who were not in a condition for 
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without mercy to any man wbo acknowledged the the lofs of their proper r ty durft not comp i ain . and 
Romanjanfdiftion; ; andpropofmg to reduce thofe thofe who e fcaped, were under a neceflity of giving 
by terror, that would otherwife fubjea themfelves Up a part of what they had to feenre the rtll : in 
to a voluntary flavery. They formed themfelves fine? all good faith wis banifhed, tyranny and op- 
into different bodies, and difperfed throughout the 11 ~- - - - - J J - 1 



country, diffufingflaughter anddevaftation; fothat 
Judasa was brought to "the very extremity of def- 
peration, and the deftru&ive flame raged more and 
more every day, 

Agrut At the fame time a difturbance happened at Ce- 

?w«a1he ^ area ' u P on a commotion ftarted there betwixt the 
jewian/ Jews and Syrians living promifcuoufly together. 
Syrians, 'p] ie j e VV s claimed it as their city, arguing, that a 

Jew was the founder of it, referring to king He- 
rod. The Syrians could not deny that a Jew had 
been the founder of it, butinfifted, on the other 
hand,that it belonged to the Gentiles,fince,if it had 
been a Jewifh city, they would never fujBFer ftatues 
to be ere&ed init. The conteft between the parties 
became fo warm, that they had recourfe to arms ; 
and not a day pafled,but there was mifchief done by 
the mo ft refolute of each party. The elders exerted 
their authority and counfel to quiet the Jews on 
the one hand ; and the Greeks had too exalted an 
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ally the foundation of flavery. 

Such was the character of Albinus ; but Geffius 
Florus, his fucceflbr, exceeded him in iniquity; for 

theformerhadrecourfetoprivacy and diflimulation of h Aibfmw 
in his nefarious practices, while the latter gloried in and Flo "j* 
his fliame, valued himfelf upon the enormity of his comparc 
crimes, and vaunted in profeffing himfelf anencmy 1 
to the whole nation. In the province he a&cd the 
part of an executioner rather than that of a gover- 
nor, treating the whole body of the people as com- 
mon criminals, without fctting any bounds either to 
his rapine or his tyranny. He was as void of pity 
as of fenfe of honour, mercilefs to the miferable, 
loft to fliame, and incapable of a blufh at the fouleft 
actions. He poflelled the art of difguiling truth 
with paradox and chicane, and working mifchief 
under the fancftion of plaufibility . Injuries to indi- 
viduals would not fa tisfy his rapacious defire's, but 



idea of their own importance to fubmit to the Jews. whole cities muft belaid defolate to gratify his more 



The latter were deemed to poflefs more wealth and 
courage than their competitors, whohad,however, 
greater inter eft with the foldiery ; for a confiderable 
part of the Roman army being drawn out of Syria, 
they were the readier to affift them, both as their 
countrymen and kindred. Themagiftrates and of- 
ficers did their utmoft, by feverity of difcipline, to 
fupprefs the tumult, taking the incorrigible into 
cuftody, and infli&ing punifhment with rigour. 
But the exemplary fufFerings of a part had no effeA 
upon the whole ; on the contrary, that which was 
defigned to intimidate, ferved but to harden them 
in their daring purfuit. 

When Felix found that no means^would bring 
them to reafon, he commanded the fa&ious out of 
* the city, by proclamation, at their utmoft peril; but 

divers reniainingthere in contempt of authority, the 
governor fent a party of foldiers ampngft them, 
who flew many, and feized on their effedts. But the 
fedition ftill prevailing, he difpatched fome of the 
Jbecaufe Principal ™en of both parties to Nero, as commit 
'•referred fioners to plead their caufe before him. Feftus fuc- 
*c*fer. ceeded Felix, and was very a&ive in fuppreffing 

thefe difturbances, and bringing the authors to 
condign punifhment. 

No. 31, 



than favagc barbarity. He gave as much liberty and 
encouragement to rapine as if it had been publicly 
tolerated \ nor was any one prohibited from plunder- 
ing, if he might be admitted to (hare in the booty. 
Such, ineffe£t, was his avarice, that the whole pro- 
vince was drained, and confequently defertcd by- 
its inhabitants as .a dreary wafte. 

w 

Ceftius G alius was at this time governor of Syria, 
and 10 much attached to Florus, that not a Jew, verporof 
even of the firft rank, durft prefer a complaint a- *%£e* to 
gainfthim; but, upon his coming up to Jerufalem, jcmfcL^A, 
at the feaft of unleavened bread, the multitude, to * 
the number of thrtfe hundred thoufand, made their 
application to take pity of a miferable people,and 
deliver the province out of the hands of Florus, that 
peft of fociety, and tyrant of a governor- Florus 
was^vithin hearing of this complaiut,but fb far from 
being moved at it, that he turned it into ridicule. 
Ceftus ufed his utmoft efforts to pacify the people, 
afluring them tffcat Florus fhould treat them with 
more lenity in future, and then returned to Antioch* 
Florus attended him on his way as far as Cefarea, 
and araufed him with many vague reports as they 
pafled, in order to induce him to a& in an hoftile 
manner towards the Jews, as the only meUns of 
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lying uudifcvovcrcd, and bringing liimfc If off, Jit 
cafe of a peace, the Jcws,hc thought, wouldcmbracc 
that opportunity for bringing the caufc before C:u- 
far, which would fubjeft him to danger} whereas, 
if he could but once work them up to a revolt, the 
greater mifchief would divert their attention from 
the lefier; and therefore his only means were to 
force them, by degrees, into a rebellion in his own 
defence. 

r!.crtfeof The Cefarean Greeks had, at this time, carried 
the Jewish their caufc aga ; nft t h c j ews bcforc Ca^far, and ob- 

#, \ tained a decree in their favour,which fentence gave 

rife to the Jewifli war. Itbore date the twelfth year 
of Nero, and the feventeenth of Agrippa, in the 
month Artemifius. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Jews of Cefi 

Greeks. 



Jucundus 



Th? Jews 

in (tilted in 
their fyna- 



Bribery and perfidy of Fiorus. 
crifice occafions a tumult. 

fupprefs it^ but in vain. The Jews petition Fiorus 
for relief \ and are punified for Jo doing. Fie incenfes 
them to outrage. His barbarous proceedings. The 
Jobriety and moderation of the Jews. Fiorus becomes 
worfc for good council. His cruel orders. Several of 
the nobility whipped and crucified. Fiorus caufes 630 
Jews to be ?uajpzcred in one day. 

THE tyranny of Fiorus was a dangerous temp- 
tation to "a rebellion, but the Jews flood 
firm againfi: that temptation, till, at length,it was 
brought about by an incident thatfell out inCefarea. 

A certain Greek had a houfe in Cefarea, near the 
fpot upon which flood the Jewifh fynagogue. The 
Jews were defirous of making a purchafe of this 
houfe, and treated withtheproprietor fevcral times 
about it, offering much more for it thantheintrinfic 
value. But the proprietor was fo far from comply- 
ing with their propofal,that,from a (pirit of aggra- 
vation, he raifed other buildings, and fo blockedup 
the avenues, that therewasfcarccly room for alingle 
perfon to pafs to the fynagogue. Upon this,fome of 
the Jewifli youths applied to the infpe&or of "the 
buildings, and warned them, at their peril, to order 
the workmen to defift. Fiorus countermanded the 
prohibition ; fo that the Jews had only to tamper 
with the governor by the offer of a fum of money. 
Several of their principal men met about it, and, 
amongfl the reft, John, a publican, or collector of 
revenues, who contracted with Fiorus, for eight ta- 
lents, to forbid the profecution of the work. They 
delivered him the fum according to a ftipulated 
SXn'J a ? J aoTeement,andhe promifed to fulfil the conditions: 

perfidy ot rs. ; r , • 

Florin, but immediately after, upon the receipt of it, he 

went from Cefarea to-Sebafle, and left the parties at 
liberty to contend the point, as if he had taken the 
money to furnifli an opportunity for them to maf- 
facre one another. 

The jews T j ie next c ] ay being the Tews fabbath, when the 
ccfan-aby people were aflembled m the lynagogue,aleditious 
fiU Cefarean placed an earthen vclfel iuflat the entrance 
with a lacrmce of birds upon it. This contemptu- 
ous mockery incenfed the Jews to a degree of mad- 
nefs, as it was in open derifion of their laws, and a 
prophanation of their mofl facred rites. The more 
moderate and fubftantial men of their party were 
a vrcient for appealing to government for rcdrefs; but the 
co,nroocion younger, and more hot-brained, determined on re- 
venge; and the Cefareans being as ready for an en- 
counter, which was the defign of the infult, the 
conteft accordingly took place. 



The jews Jucundus, an officer of horfe; who was left to 
rera.fvc the keep the peace, coming; up at this iundlure, ordered 

books of , 1 , r A. 1 ill 1 1 

the lav/, the earthen vcllel to be taken away, and endea- 
voured to put a flop to the tumult. Hut the Jews 
finding Jucundus overbore by the Cefareans, took 
up the books of their law, and carried them off to 
Narbata, a place about fixty furlongs diflant from 
Ccfurca. John,abovementioned,and twelve of their 



principal ?ncn,wcnt toFlorua atScbaflc, with a com- 
plaint of what had pafled,aud a petition for'redrcfi, 
reminding him, though with the utmoft deIicacy",of 
the eight talents he had received. Hut Fiorus, not- Scek k 
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. ithfianding,ordcrcd them to be apprchcndcd,an<l SSj^ 
put in prifon, for pre fuming to remove the books raii *»H 
of the law from Ccfarca. 

This a&ion of Fiorus flruck the Jews of Jerufa- 
lcm with horror and dctcftation; but they found it 
expedient, for theprefent, to I'eftrainthefrpaflions. 
Fiorus flill continued to aggravatcVnattcrSjand, to 
add to the caufc of the quarrel, fcnt,in Ca^far'sname,* 
for feventeen talents out of the facred trcafury,pre- 
tending they were for the fervice of the emperor. 
This threw the Jews into the utmofl confufion, in- 1 * 1 ? 1 * 
fomuch that they ran up and down the temple, ve- P WC ^ 
hemently calling upon Cosfar to free them from the 
tyranny of Fiorus, whom they upbraided with the 
fevereft reproaches, and execrated, ifpoffible, be- 
yond the power of malediction, One of the male- 
contents carried an alms-bafket about theflreets,en- 
treating charitable donations for the miferable Fio- 
rus, by way of derifion. But thefe taunts had no 
other effeft than that of increafing his avarice, and 
inflaming his rancour; fothat, inllcad of checking f^l 
the tumult in its rife, as it was his duty in confe-^^ 
quence of the contract,he marched, with an army of j 
horfe and foot, to Jerusalem, and rendered the pow- 
er of the Roman empire fubfervient to his private 
paffions, either of pride, profit, or revenge, filling 
the min4s of the people, wherever he came, with 
confufion and terror. 

Themultitude, however, notwithflandingthe in- - 
dignities offered them,aflumed the appearance of an 
officious refpedl in going out to receive him upon 
the way,and preparing to entertain him with allthe 
tokens of honour and efteern ufual upon fuch occa- . 
fions. But, as an anticipation of their very fub- 
miffive defign, Fiorus fent Capito, a centurion, be- 
forehand, with a band of fifty horfes, to flop their 
progrefs, and deliver them a meflageto the follow- 
ing purport: cc I a& to command you, in the name 
" of Fiorus, to return home, and to let you under- 
<c fland, that the man with whom you have fofreely t& 
<c fportcd, is not to be cajoled into a better opinion*^ 
cc of you by plaufible appearances. If you areas*""" 
" you would be thought to be, men of courage and 
" refolution, aver your reproaches to his face; and 
"afTert that liberty by dint of arms, you have fo 

6c vainly endeavoured" tc do by tumult and. cla* 
* c mour. ,> This meflage alarmed the multitude; fo 
that, upon the approach of the centurion with bis 
band of horfe, they difperfed, without waiting for 
the ceremony of faluting Fiorus, andmanifefling 
their fubmiflive difpofition. They retired to their 
own habitations, and paffed the night in difquiethig 
apprehenfions. 

Fiorus took up his abode at the palace, and the 
next day afcended the tribunal, the high-prieftand 
great officers of the city being there prci'ent. He 
animadverted, with great feverity, upon fomere-* 
proachful and farcaftic fpecches that had been 
thrown out againfthim; peremptorily infillingthat 
the authors fiiould be produced, and threatening to 
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take vengeance upon thofe that were on the fpot, 
if they did not find out the guilty. 

The : heads of the Jews afiiircd Fiorus, that ^he^H 
people in general were peaceably difpofed, and i 111 **^^] 
plored pardon for .tljofe who had uttercd'farcaftic Flo ^ 

and reproachful expreffions; obferving, that, i" ^ 0 ^^ 1 
vafla multitude, there mull be fomc rafh and head- ^ 
flrong men; nor was it'poffible to diftinyuiffi the 
guilty; for even thqfe who repented of what they 
had done, would not make con feffion. They fub- 
mitted it to his confederation, whether any thing 
could tend more to the honour and intercft of the 
Roman emj^ire, than to confult the fafety of the 
people and city, by preferving them firm in their 
allegiance to Ca^far; and whether it might uot be 
more advifeablc tofparefome few of the guilty for 
"the fake of a great number of innocent people) 
than to dcflroy fo many innocent for the fake of* 
few guilty. 
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pcratingofKIortis would be attended with inevita- 
ble ruin to them all. This mode of intcrnofition 
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Florus was to inflamed by this rcmonftrvmcc, ]{ multitude to» dcfifl: from exclaiming, a* the ejeaf- 
thatJic immediately ordered the foldiers to plun- 
der what was called the upper market-place, and 
/lay thofc who oppofed them. The foldicry there- 
fore, finding themfclvcs fupportcdin their claims 
to pillage by the concurring authority of their 
commander, not only executed their order upon 
the places and people they were fent to, but forc- 
ing themfclvcs into every houfc, rifled atpleafure, 
and put the inhabitants to death without diftincti- 
on, as well thofc they took upon their flight in bye- 
ways and fecret pafiages, as thofe they found in 
their houfes. Infant, no booty came amifstothem. 



Several men of rank, whom they fcized and brought 
to Floras, were, by his order, whipped and cruci- 
fied. The whole number of the flain upon that 
day, including women and children, (for they 
fparcd not infants at the breaft,) amounted to fix 
hundred and thirty. The calamity was' aggrava- 
ted by a new fpecies of Roman fe verity j for before 
the time of Florus, it was never known that auy 
of the equeftrian order were whipped, or ignomi- 
nioufly nailed to the croft ; for tho* the perfons, 
thus difgraced, were, by extraction, Jews, they 
were, notwithftanding, of Roman dignity* 
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CHAP. XV. 

Berenice, the filler of Agrippa, goes to Jerufalem to pay 
a vow. The form and manner of preforming that duty. 
She intercedes with Florus in behalf 'oft he Jews. The 
people are incenfedagainfi Florus. Afterwards brought 
to moderation. Florus re-kindlcs the flames of dif- 
cord. The high-priefts appeafc wad bring the?n to 
rea fan. The projett of Florus attended with mofl def- 
truclive cjfefts. He attempts the cajlle, and is rcpul- 
fed. Retires to the palace. The communication cut 
off betwixt Fort Antonia and the Temple. Florus quits 
his defign, and returns to Cefarea. 

AGRIPPA was at this time gone to Alexandria, 
to congratulate Alexander upon his having 
obtained the government of Egypt from Nero. 
His filler Berenice was then at Jerufalem, and. in 
extreme concern for the barbarous outrages prac- 
tifed there, infomuch that (lie fent feveral officers 
of her guards to Florus. earneftly to entreat him 
Wf ofthe to defiit from the effufion of human blood. But 
n * Florus was equally infenfible of the attrocious na- j 

ture of the fin, and dignified rank of the media- 
trix. His heart was fo fet upon lucre and pillage, 
Her life is that he looked upon all other conliderations (the 
in danger. ; n terceffion of Berenice not excepted) with neglect 

and contempt. Nay, to fuch a degree did the, vio- 
lence of the foldiery, proceed, that they not only 
perpetrated their maflacres before her face, but 
would have wreaked their cruelty on her perfon, 
if {he had not made her efcapeint/> the palace, and 
remained there during thenight, with her guards 
under the ftridieft watch for fear of afurprize. 

v The occafion of her tonring to Jerufalem was to 
offer up a vow to the Almighty, as is cuftomary in 
providential deliverance from licknefs or any great 
danger. It isufual, with perfons under thefe cir- 
cumftances, to continue in prayer for thirty days 
before they facrifice, abftaining from wine and 
fhaving the head, lierenice was nowin the regular 
performance of this duty, and took an opportunity 
of (landing barefoot before the tribunal, to inter- 



cede with Florus inbchalf of the people of the Jews. 
Hut as on the former, fo on the prefent, occafion, 
file met neither with fuccefs or refpeA, but incur- 
red imminent hazard of life for her pious offices. 

This happened on the fixteenth day of the month 
Artemifius ; and upon the followingday the people . 
gathered together in the market-place in the upper 
The pcopi e t0wn 5 outrageoufly exclaiming againft the mar- 
|^ u p.- derers of their friends who had been flain there the 
noi«r n Preceding day. The whole ftrefs of their rage and 

invectives fell upon Florus. The leading men, and 
the high-priefts, were fo fenfible of the danger of ad- 
ding provocation to provocation, that they rent 
tlwir garments, and, in humbleft tone,befought the 
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appealed them* and they ecafed their outrages,^^^ 1 ^ 
partly through refpeft to the intercefifions, and 
partly through hope that the governor would 
relent. 

Florus, whofecmedtodclightin broils,bethought 
himfelf of a device to re-kindle the flame. He fent reviving it. 
'for the high-priefts, and fome of the chief men of 
the Jews, to come to him, and told them, that as 
there were two companies of foldiers coming from 
Cefarea, it would be a convincing evidence of the 

peoples goodaffedlionto government, if they would 
go forth and meet them on the way. This being 
agreed upon, Floras fent beforehand, and gave it 
in charge to the centurions, that in cafe the Jews 
greeted them with any fhew 6f compliment or rc£- 
peft upon their meeting, they fhould not make the 
leaft token of a return ; and that, upon the fmalleft 
appearance of difguft, they fhould betake them- 
felves to their arms. The high-priefts aflembled . 
the people in the temple, and there adjured them t 
by all means, to go out and compliment the Ro- 
mans tipon the way, giving them a friendly falu- 
tation to prevent future mifchiefs. The more rafli 
and refolute oppofed this counfel ; but fome of 
them, revolving in their minds the horrid maflacre 
of their relations and friends,, were difpofed to 
compliance 

Wliile this was jttaigitation, the priefts and Le- Tr.epriec* 
vites entered, cxpm^gthe.facred veffels, and other n " d Lcv j tca 

_ 1 ^c^cd 1 arc pence* 

ornaments oi the temple, and niung the choir ably aid. 
with their mufical inftruments, and addreffed them- P ofctU 
felves to the pecple with earncft entreaties to pre- 

ferve the honour of the temple inviolate, without 
provoking the Romans by contumelious affronts , 
to rifle. There were alfo divers of the high-priefts, 
who, covered with fack-cloth and afiies, and with 
garments rent, applied, themfelves to all the men 
of rank, both individually and collectively, repea- 
tedly importuning them not to betray their qoun-: 
try for fo trivial a confideration to thofe very peo- 
ple who w r ere continually meditating its deftruc- 
tion. They juftly obferved, u That the Roman fol- 
diers would derive no benefit from a falutation from 

the J ews J! nor J ews * on the other hand, any 
advantage from negledling the falutation. That, 
on the contrary, if they treated them with honour t 
and according to the punctilios ufual upon fuch 
occafions, Florus could have no pretence for urg- 
ing hoftilities ; fo that, in effect, it would tend to 
the redemption of their countx'y from the calami- 
ties they had othervvifc reafon to apprehend j and 
further, that they fhould confider the difproportion 
betwixt the peaceable majority of the multitude 
and a few ftraggling mutineers, and the propriety 
of the greater part ovcr-ruliug thelefTer. 

Thefe arguments had fuch an effect, that, be- 
twixt authority and menace, the 1110ft refolute were 
brought to attend to the di&atcs of reafon ; fo 
that when matters were brought to this moderate 
pafs, the priefts, and heads of the people, marched 
out to meet the foldiers, and the multitude fol- 
lowed them in good order. 

When the Jews were advanced within difrauce of 

exchangingteremoniousfalutations,theyaddrefied 
them with every expreffion ofrefpectj but receiving 
no return, the more choleric part reviled FJorus as 
the author and contriver of mifchief. The foldiers 
took the hint, and began to fall upon the Jews, TIjcRomaf| 
threw them into confuhon, and, upon the purfuit, foUier* in*, 
trampled great numbers under thehorfes feet ; fo j^Vi^ 
that betwixt thofe that died of blows and wounds, <ic\v many 
thofe that were crufhed to death in the crowd, or 0 ehcm * 
fmothcrcd in the gate by preffing to get out, a hop- a terrible 
rid carnage enfued, and exhibited lo dreadful a ^JJ^^J 
fpe&acle, that from bruifes, maims, and fuffoca- fpeaacic. 
tion, the bodies were fo disfigured, that one rela- 
tion did not know the face of another, in order to 
provide a decent funeral. Iniine, the enemy flew 
all they came up with in the purfuit, fhewing no • 
mercy. But their main defign was to get betw ixt 
the Jews and the gates of Bezeth, being a paffage 
that led to the caftle of Antonia and the temple. 
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Floras, ut the fame time, m.itic a fally out of the 
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potfc/Hon of the hoiilcs, they annoyed the Romans 

to fuch n flfiOTce with their darts from the roots. 



to fuch a degree with their darts from the roofs, 
that, finding no defence againft that mode of at- 
tack, nor any poflibility of breaking through the 
throng which flopped up the narrow paflages, 

Florus was obliged to retire with the remainder of 



no faoncr paid their obedience in due form, than 
tlicy proceeded to lay before him a lamentable de- 
tail of the piteous condition to which they were re- The 
duced by the barbarities of Florus. Agrippa felt °<Lml& 
for their diftrefs ; but, from fecrct defigns, appa- of * lo . f « 
rently turned his invedtivc againft the Jews rather toAp,?? * 
than the governor, in order to rettrain the impetu- 
olitY of their pafT 

lefs 



to fuffer, the 



liis army to the palace 

The Jews being now under fome apprehenfion 
that Florus would return to the aflault, and make 
an attempt upon the temple by the way of Fort An- 
tonia, they cut down a certain gallery of communi- 
cation betwixt the fort and the temple, which fo 

mortified Florus, that, finding his project hopelefs, 11 Lufbands, and the whole multitude joined in one 



,iuuu , iib Ljic iLib Lucy inigiit leem 
fs provocation they could pretend 
to revenge. Thofe who had nioft property at flake, 
and consequently moft rcafon to defire a peace, 
looked upon this gentle reproof as intended by the 
king for their good. 

The people of Jerufalem met Agrippa and Poli- 
tianus upon their way fixty furlongs from the city, 
to efcortthem with all relpedt and honour ; while 
the women bewailed the lofs of their murdered 



and his avarice difappointed, (the facrcd treafure 
being all his aim,) he gave up the enterprize. 

quisheshis Upon this he conferred with the high-prieit and 
rim"™ w Sanhedrim, afluring them that he was now leaving 
Cefarcu. the city, and ready to affign to them as large a gar- 

rifon as they fhould defire. They promifed, in con- 
fequence of this liberal propofal, that they would 
makeiiOjinnovations, provided he would leave them 
one company ; but not that which had maintained 
the conteft againft them, on account of the preju- 
dices the people had imbibed fry m the injuries they 
had fuftained from them, ^"lorus changed the 
company according to theh^defire, and, with the 
reft of his forces, returned to Cefarea. 



CHAP. XVI. 



Flams accufes the Jews to Ceftius, governor of Syria^ 
as enemies to Cat far. Ceflius deliberates on the mat- 
ter ', and charges Politianus to make flrift enquiry con- 
cerning it. The people of Jerufalem reprefent to him 
the deflruciive meafures pur/ued by Florus. Give 
proof of their obedience to other governors. Addrefs 
themfelves to Agrippa for his concurrence in fending 
deputies to Nero to prefer a complaint againft Florus. 
Agrippa calls an ajfembly^ and, in an elaborate Jpeech, 
dijfuades the Jews from profecuting a war with the 
Romans. His fpeecA produces a momentary ejfeft $ 
but the Jews lapfing into their former outrages^ he 
leaves them^ and retires Jo his own kingdom. 



FLORUS, upon his arrival at Cefarea, purfued 
o other means for inflaming a war, which was by 

J^^ lc - fending a letter to Ceflius, and charging the Jews 
ftiss. " falfely with a defign of revolting from the Roman 

government,' and imputing to them the very mif- 
demeanor of which he had been guilty himfelf. 
B\it the queen Berenice, and the principal men of 
Jerufalem, were fo equitable andcandid in this mat- 
ter, as toftate the particulars in the cleared light, 
and reprefent to Ceflius, without exaggeration or 
palliation, the government of Florus. 

Upon receipt of this intelligence, Ceflius con- 
fulted withhis principal officers refpetfting the moft 
expedient method of proceeding. Some were for 
his advancing with an army immediately into Ju- 
dsea, in order to bring the offenders to juftice, if 
the report fliould appear true j or otherwife to en- 
courage them in their loyalty, if they were falfely 
accufed. Ceflius was of opinion that it would be 
more advifeable to fend fome perfon of honour and 
addrefs beforehand, to inveftigate matters, and 
tranfmit to him a faithful account of their prefent 
ftate. He accordingly made choice of one of his 
tribunes, named Politianus, who meeting king 
Agrippa near Jamnia, on his return from Alexan- 
dria, told him by whom he was fent, and what was 
the purport of his miflion. 

There were then prefent feveral high-priefts, as 
well as members of the Sanhedrim, and others of 
the firft rank amongft the Jews, who came to con- 
gratulate the king upon his fafe return. Thefe had 
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general lamentation ; fome imploring Agrippa 
•generoufly to^compaflionate tfye calamities of the 
nation, and others entreating Politianus but to go ftr«cthar 
into the city, in order to be an eye-witnefs of the w 
defolations of Florus. Upon this they took him » ttl *>* 
into the market-place, and pointed out to him its 
abandoned and forlorn ftate. They then prevailed 
with him, through the means of Agrippa, to make 
the tour of the city as far as Siloah, with only one 
fcrvant, that he might thereby have demonftrative 
proof how obedient the Jews were to all other Ro- 
mans in authority, though the horrid cruelties of 
Florus were utterly intolerable. When he had ta- 
ken a view of the city, and informed himfelf fuf- PolItioB 
ficiently of theloyaldifpofitionof the Jews, he cal- conmcd 
led the people together, and went up to the tem- 
pie, where he entered into a declamation of com- J { «. 
mendations of their approved fidelity to the Ro- 
mans, earneftiy exhorted them to keep the peace* 
and, having performed fuch parts of Divine wor- 
fliip as he was allowed to do, returned to Ceflius. 

Immediately upon the departure of Politianus, 
the multitude addrefled themfelves to the king and jjjfj 
high-priefts, importunately folicitingpermiflionto «>m$k 
fend deputies to Nero with a complaint againft £ 0 
Florus ; alledging, that their iilence would afford Ncro * 
fuipicion that they had been the occafion of the ha- 
vock which had been made, that they weredifpofed 
to revolt, and were the authors of the war, and 
thence inferred the expedience of ftating thefe 
matters to the emperor. It was evident, on the one 
hand, that nothing would fatisfy them but the 
grant of this liberty j and it appeared an invidious 
profecution on the other, toTuffcr the multitude 
to prefer fuch an invedlive againft their governor . 
under the fandtion of anembafly. So that Agrippa, 
in this dilemma, called the multitude together in 
a large gallery ; and having placed his fitter Bere- 
nice in a chair of ftate in the Afmonean palace, 
which overlooks that gallery from the upper part 
of the town, he addrefled them in words to the fol- 
lowing import : 

" If I found you under any fort of difpofition to Otwi* 
QQ make war upon the Romans, as I am at this time $[f* 
cc clearly convinced of the contrary, and that thegjJj 
" greater part of your profeffion are men of peace 
<c and order, I fliould have favedboth youand my-* 0JDJ 
<c felf this trouble. For what would any applica- 
cc tion or advice fignify to a body of men that la- 
cc bour under an incurable prejudice ? But as fome 
cc people are unquiet for want of an experimental 
u knowledge of the miferies of war, fome out of a 
cc vain and inconfiderate hope of liberty, others out 
c< of avarice for the advantage of the booty, and 
" making profit to themfelves out of ageneral con-* 
cc fufion, I have now thought fit to call you toge-* 
" ther, and tell you what I think convenient to be 
" done under your circuniftances, in order to the 
cc rectifying of your errors, and to prevent the ruin 
<c of a loyal majority by the intemperate heat of a 
cc few defperate libertines. All I defire is your pa-* 
cc tience and Iilence, and to be heard without mur* 
cc muring and noife, whether you approve what 
cc I fay or not. As for thofe that are abandoned to 
" the fpirit of diforder aild confufion, and irreco- 
" verably loft, they are ftill at liberty to go their 
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it oW n vvay, let my opinion be what it will* But it 
a } s to no purpofc for mc to fpeak at all, iinlcfi I 
u nu ,y he heart! by thofc that clclirc to hear rnc. 

tc j well know that the faults of governors, and 
« the blcflings of liberty, arc two common topics 
<c for men of art and pa f lion to work upon. Before 
*' I enter upon the difquifition of what you your- 
** felves arc, and the force you are pretending to 
" encounter, I muft, in thefirfl place, divide two 
" points that you confound, by taking them into 
" one. If revenge upon your oppreflbrs (or let it 
" be called juftiee) be the thing that you contend 
" for, what is the meaning of your crying up li- 
u berty at fuch an extravagant rate ? Or, if fub- 
u jeetion be in itfclf fo intolerable, why quarrel, 
" with your governors ? Subjection is but fubjec- 
" tion ftill. 

a Confider upon what ground it is that you pre- 
" tend to calu mniate and cavil, and in what manner 
" you are to behave yourfelves, even if youv go- 
<c vernorsfhould be to blame. It is your intereft, 
" as well as duty, to moderate things with offices 
<c . of tendernefs andrelpecl, and not to treat your 
u fuperiors with unbecoming language. When 
" yon make things greater than they are, you pro- 
6i voke thofe that are over you to make things 
4< worfethan they would othcrwifebe ; and to turn 
a that mal-adminiftration, that they were half- 
iC afhamed of before, into a bare-faced tyranny. 
<c Nothing takes off the edge of oppreflion like pa- 
" tience : refignation is enough to putperfecution 
" out of countenance, even let it be ever fo violent 

" and unjuft. 

" Suppofe it the cafe now, that you are, in truth, 
<c extremely abufed by the Roman government, 
" will you have this to be the aft of all the Romans, 
" nay, and of Caefar himfelf too ? There's your 
44 quarrel. You cannot imagine that thofe gover- 
f< nors have it in their commilfion to opprefs you, 
<c or that Cos far himfelf can look eaftand weft, and 
" fo through the four quarters of the world, all at 
" a time, when it is no ealy matter for him to get a 
" faithful account, at Rome, even of what is done 
" here. How great a madnefs is it, then, to run the 
<c rifque of fo dangerous a war for trifles ? and, in 
u fa£t, for we know not what ? Belides, matters may 
ct mend in time; for governors are neither im- 
" mortal, or perpetual, but take their turns ; and 
vt it is reafonable to hope, and promife ourfelves, 
" that the fucceflion will be better. When a war is 
" once commenced, it is neither to be given up, or 
u to be continued, without inconveniencies. As for 
" thofe that fet up for liberty, let them beware, in 
u the firft place, not to run themfelves out of it ; 
" for the lad flavery is always the mod burthen- 
IC fome ; and to avoid that yoke muft be acknow- 
" ledged a juft caufe of war. He that is once a fub- 
u jeft, and then falls off, is rather a ftubborn flave, 
" than a generous advocate of freedom. 

" If any thing could have been clone againft the 
ct power of the Romans, why was it not done when 
" Pompey brake in upon us? But if your fore- 
" fathers, and the princes of thofe times, (though 
" much your fuperiors in men, money, and condudt,) 
" were not able to ftand before fo inconfiderable a 
" detachment of their power, with what face or 
u fenfe can you pretend, at this time, to bid defiance 
" to the whole body of the empire ? To fay nothing 
" of the obligation of an hereditary allegiance of 
" fo long a continuance, that hath defcended from 
" your prcdeceffors to their pofterity. 

" What do you think of thofe brave and gene- 
cc rous Athenians that contended for the liberty of 
u Greece to the very extremity of laying their 
u country in afties ? thofe people that brought 
4 * down tlie proud heart of the vain and infolent 
61 Xerxes, put him to flight at Salamis, and, hav- 
CC m S hroken the whole power of Afia, forced him 
" to fhift for himfelf in a boat : that haughty 
■ c prince, that turned the fea into land, and the land 
u into fea, to make room for his fleets and armies, 

" that looked as if they would have fwallowed Eu- 
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" rope ? and yet the nation, that did all this, arc 
" nowfubjc<5h to the Romans j and Greece receives 
" laws from Italy. / 

• * m t m 

" The cafe is the fame with the Lacedaemonians,' 
" after all their famous exploits at Thermopylae 
ic and Platea, and Agcfilaus's carrying their vie- 
" torious arms into the heart of Afia; and yet, 
" at prefent, thefe heroes own the fame maf- 
" ters ftill / 

« • f 

u To come now to the Macedonians, with their 
<c Philips and their Alexanders, a people that, to 
" this very day, propofe little lefs to themfelves 
" than the empire of the univerfe : has not fortune 
" reduced thefe people alfo to the fame fate, and 
<c of conquerors made them fubjedfcs,' and fubjedts 
" alfo to the fame governors ? I might reckon upa 
CQ great many other nations now, much more confi- 
cc derable than yourfelves, that, in the vanity of an 
cc ambitious 1 contention for liberty, have'been for- 
" ced to fubmit and obey ; and arc you the only 
<c men in the world that are too good to ferve the 
" fovereign lords of all other people ? Where is 
" your militia, or the arms that you depend upon? 
" your fleets to fecure the Roman feas ? Where is 
" your treafure to anfwer the expence of this un- 
" dertaking ? You fancy an Egyptian or an Arabi- 
cc an war, perhaps: but you proceed altogether 
cc upon falfe mcafures, without comparing the di£ 
<c proportion betwixt your ability and your under- 
u taking, and the inequality betwixt a weak and a 
<c diforderly people, and the liability of a formi- 
" dable empire. It is a common thing for you to 
" be over-run and furprized by your next neigh- 
" hours, when, at the fame time, the Romans car- 
<c ried the whole world before them. 
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Nay, and the known world would not content 
them neither j for though they were poffefled of 
the courfe of the Euphrates to the eatt, the Da- 
nube to the north, the Libyan defert to thefoutb, 
and as far as Cadiz to the weft, nothing would 
ferve them but another world beyond the ocean, 
and the carrying their arms into Britany, which,* 
at the fame time, was looked upon as inacccfli- 
ble. What isit that you pretend to ? Would you 
be thought richer than the Gauls, hardier than 
the Germans, or wifer than the Greeks? Or do 
you take yourfelves to be hard enough for all- 
mankind befide ? Upon what ground is it that 
you are thus bold and confident againft the Ro- 
mans ? It will be faid, perhaps, that it is an un- 
eafy and irkfome thing to ferve ; but if it be fo 
to you, what muft it be to the Greeks, who, over 
and above a large extent of territory, are looked 
upon as men of the nobleft extraction of any 
people under the fun? And yet thefe men, great 
and noble as they are, live in obedience to the 
Romans; asdo the Macedonians alfo, who have 
undoubtedly more right to a claim of liberty 
than you can pretend to. Or what fay ye to the 
five hundred cities of Alia, that peaceably fub- 
mit themfelves to a conful, without any guard or 
garrifon to over-awe them ? To fay nothing of 
the Heniochians, the Colchians, the nations 
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plefo free in former times, that they never had 
fo much as a mafter among themfelves : and yet 
three thoufand Romans were enough to keep 
them all in fubjedlion : and forty gallies fufficienE 
6C topreferve all thofe feas in peace and obedience^ 
" which no power durft venture upon before. 

€C Had the Bithynians, Cappadoctens, Pamphy- 
u lians, Lydians, and Cicilians, nothing to fay for 
" themfelves upon the point of liberty ? They are, 
" at prefent, all tributaries, and pay their duties 
" without foldiers to compel them. How is it with 
l< the Thracians, in a large country of fevendays 
" journey in length, and five over, and much more 

rude, and more defenfible than yours, being al- 
<c moft impaflable for the bitter frofts and deep 
44 fnows there j and yet a guard of only two thon- 
<c fand Romans keeps them all in order ? And then 
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" for tbclllyrians, from beyond the Danube, as far 
" as Dalmatia, and lb likcvvifc the Dacians ; they 
44 are all under the guard only of twolegions. Nay, 
44 the Dalmatians themfelves, after fo many con- 
44 tefts for liberty, fo many baffles in the attempt, 
44 and fo many rallies and reinforcements after- 
44 wards, in profecutiou of the fame defign, how 
44 quiet and eafy are they under the command of 
44 one fingle legion ! 

44 But, after all this, if any pretence whatfoever 
44 might juftify a revolt, the Gauls, of all men living, 
44 liave the greateft encouragementand temptation 
44 to do it, from the very fituation of their country. 
u They arc naturally fortified ; on the caft with the 
44 Alps, the Rhine on the north, the Pyrencean 
14 mountains on the fouth, and on the weft with the 

■ 

" Ocean. But,notwithftanding all thefe advantages 
44 three hundred and fifteen nations in the fame 
44 intereft,an inexhauftible fource of all good things 
44 within themfelves, both for ufe and commerce, 
44 not only for their own, but likewife for the 
44 common benefit of mankind, we find thefe 
44 people under the Roman allegiance, and pro- 
44 poundingno other happinefs to themfelves than 
44 in that of their nmfters. This refignation does 
44 not arife from the.want of courage, either natural 
44 or acquired, or from the want of brave examples 
44 in their anceftors, who had flood a difpute of 
44 eighty years for the maintenance of their liberty ; 
44 but finding fo admirable a concurrence of for- 
44 tune and virtue in the adiions of the Romans, the 
44 Gauls were fo awed betwixt the veneration they 
44 had for the one, and their dread of the other, that 
44 the Romans gained as much upon them by their 
44 goodnefsasby their arms; infomuch that, at this 
44 day, with only twelve hundred men, they fecure 
44 almoft as many cities in their allegiance. 

44 What was Spain the better for their golden 
44 mines, when they came to contend with the Ro- 
44 mans for their freedom ? Or I might inftance na- 
44 tions more remote from Rome, both by fea and 
44 land ; as the Lulitanians and Cantabrians, where 
44 neither valour, diftance, or pofition could war- 
44 rant them againftthe power of Rome ; though 
4C bordering upon a fea fo impetuous that it cannot 
44 be fo much asnamed,or thought of, without dread 
44 and horror. What fignified Hercules's pillars, 
44 or the Pyrencean mountains, fo many warlike 
44 nations in the way, diftance, or any other diffi- 
44 culty, to the obftrudling the progrefs of their 
44 vi&orious arms ? But they were reduced as well 
44 as the reft, and one fingle legion ferved for a 
44 guard upon them all. 



44 1 need not tell you that the Germans are a po- 
44 pulous nation, and that their country is of vaft 
44 extent, the people ftrong, their courage anfwer- 
44 able to their fize and ftature, and firm to the very 
44 contempt of death* itfelf. But part of this you 
44 are eye-witnefles of, for the Romans have flaves 
44 of that nation all over the earth- In their anger 
44 they are more outrageous than brutes, and the 
44 Rhine is at this day their frontier. They have a 
44 guard of eight Roman legions upon them, that 
44 make flaves of as many of them as they take, and 
44 the reft fave themfelves by flight. 

44 As for thofe that place fo much confidence in 
44 the walls of Jerufalem, they would do well to 
44 confider the walls of Britain, where the inhabi- 



44 Call to mind the fate of Carthage, a people that 
44 valued themfelves as branches of the noble race 
44 of Phoenicians, that had the honour of the fa- 
44 mous Hannibal for their commander. What was 
44 the end of that brave people, but to fall under 
44 the conquering arms of Scipio ? 



But neither theCyrenneans of theLacedasmonian 
race, or the Marmaridans, that ftretched their 
u dominions as far as the parched defarts, or the 
44 Syrtes, fo frightful to our apprehenfions, or the 
44 Nafam6nians, or the Moors, or the immber- 
44 lefs multitude of the Numidians, were able to 
44 check the Roman courage. They had reduced, 
in fine, the third part of the world to their fub- 
jedtion, fo large that the very nations are hardly to 
be numbered, beginning from the Atlantic fea, 
ind the pillars of Hercules, to the red fea, and 
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44 comprizing all ./Ethiopia. All this they took by 
44 arms, referving, over and above to themfelves, a 
44 yearly tribute of corn, fufficient to maintain the 
44 people of Rome for eight months, befides other 
44 duties that they pay chearfully and readily, tho* 
44 there be but one legion in garrifon to raife the 
44 contribution. 



44 But there is no need of recourfe to remote ex- 
44 amples for proof of the uncontroulable power of 
44 Rome, when we may have inftances fo much 
44 nearer at hand; as in Egypt, a kingdom that 
44 flretches out as far as ./Ethiopia and Arabia 
44 Felix, contiguous to the Indies, and an infinite 
44 multitude of people in it, befides thofe of Alex- 
44 andria ; and yet this mighty populous kingdom 
44 fiibmits to berated by the poll towards the fer- 
44 vice of the ftate, and as a tributary to the Ro- 
44 mans, and fuffers impofition, though not with- 
44 out plaulible ground to murmur at it. 

44 How comes it about that Alexandria does not 
44 revolt too? a ftrong, large, and opulent city, 
44 thirty furlongs in length, and ten in breadth; 
44 peopled, and fortified round about, either with 
44 deferts, feas without ports, deep rivers* or boggy 
44 quagmires. But the fortune of Rome furmounted 
44 all thefe difficulties ; for two legions, in the city, 
44 were enough to fecure the peace of Egypt, and 
44 to bridle the Macedonian nobility. This city 
44 paid more tribute in a month than you do in a 
44 year, and four months provifion in corn for the 
44 people of Rome, befxde money. 

44 If this be the cafe, what deferts do you pro- 
44 pound to repair to for companionsin your under- 
staking? For all the habitable part of the world 
44 is clearly againft you, and, in efFedl, Romans; 
44 unlefs. you flatter yourfelves with hopes of aflift- 
44 ance from your countrymen, the Adiabenians, on 
44 the other fide 6f the Euphrates. Suppofing that 
44 they could be guilty of fo grofs an overfight as to 
44 engage in a war fo defperatc, upon fo unreafon- 
44 able a ground, the Parthians themfelves would 
44 never endure fuch difrefpecft towards the Romans, 
44 as muft inevitably end in a rupture, by counte- 
44 nancing a war againft them. So that you have 
"no retreat left but a recourfe to God's power 
44 againft his providence, which is mod evidently 
44 feen in the advancement, eftablifliment, and pro- 
44 te<Stion of the Roman empire^ 



44 Confider war in a religious view, even if you 
yourfelves were the ftronger of the two. How 
44 tants are furrounded by the fea, in a kind of a || c< can you pretend to difpenfe with the violation 
44 new world, not much inferior to the other. They ] 44 both of God's and of your own laws, or to exped 
44 have made themfelves matters of this vaft ifland II 4C a bleffing from heaven in the very aft of your dif- 

44 obedience ? If you keep thefabbath-day asftri&Iy 
44 and religioufly as you profefs, and as your laws 
44 bind you to do, you willmoft certainly be caught 
4C in the famefnare over again, that your predecef* 
u fors were hampered in by Pompey heretofore ; 
44 that is to fay, by taking advantage ofyourfcru* 
44 pies, and falling upon you on thofe days when 
44 you dare not fo much as move an hand to de- 
fend yourfelves. If you make no confeience of 
breaking the laws, in fighting one day as well as 



100, ana anignea oniy rour legions ror a guard 
44 upon it. What fhall we fay of the Parthians, 
44 a powerful and warlike people, that have here- 
44 tofore given laws to fo many greatnations them- 
44 felves ? Why do they fend the flower of their no- 
44 bility for hoftages to Rome, but as a tacit ac- 
4f knowledgment of fubjection under the colour of 
4t peace ? Are we the only men in the world to make 
46 war upon the empire, when all other nations trem- 
44 ble under the apprehenfions of their arms ? 
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tt another, how do you fight for the maintaining of 
u tlictBi and how can you look for any favour from 
" God in the deliberate breach of his own com- 
a j^andmcnts ? Whoever made war but in hope of 
( < a {fiftance either from God or man ? and when 
" both fail, what can be the confequence but a vo- 
luntary wilful flavery ? If this bey our refolution, 
tC what have you more to do than to lay violent 
«' hands upon your wives and children, arid to lay 
"your glorious country in afhes ? The extravagant 
"inadnefsof the a&ion will be fome fort of excufe 
"for it; beiides, that it will favc you the difhonour 
"of falling by the hands of an enemy . 

■ 

" It is a high point of wifdom, my good friends, 
" and a very neceifary point, to forefee and to pro- 
" vide for a ftorm while the {hip is yet in the har- 
* c bour ; and it is as dangerous, on the otherhand,to 
< c put oft* the confideration of it till the tempeft is 
« upon you, and then to Hand trembling, and at a 
" lofs which way to turn yourfelves. As for thofe 
u calamities that threaten us unawares, and by fiir- 
" prize, people that fall into them are to be pitied, 
iC for there is no preventing of evils not to be fore- 
{t feen ; but for men that rim headlong into vifible 
"hazards, they fall not only unlamented, but with 
"infamy alfo and fcandal. 

"Your way of proceeding, in this affair, would 
" alraoftperfuadeone thatyouhave already agreed 
" upon terms with the Romans, how they are to be- 
" have themfelves in cafe of gaining their point ; 
"that is to fay, with tendernefs and moderation, 
14 and not according to the practice of other nations, 
"with fire and fword, burning your facred cities, 
" extirpatingy our whole race , and deftroying every 
" mau upon the purfuit that outlives the battle : 
" for which way can you fly, but in the very 
" mouths of your enemies, who are either the fub- 



jects of Rome already, or fuch as live in fear of 
" being quickly made fo ? 

Nor are you to flatter yourfelves that this cala- 
"mity will rfop here: all the Jews upon the face of 
" the earth are to expert your fate, and the whole 
"univerfe will join as one man to the punilhing of 
"this rebellion. You will remember what I tell 
"you now, when you (hall fee the ftreets run with 
"blood to gratify the impetuous violence of a few 
<c turbulent and hot-brained councils. The Ro- 
" mans are not to be blamed at laft, for doing only 
"that which you yourfelves have forced them to; 
"and you are toconiider, on the other fide, in cafe 
"they Ihould fnare you* whatan impiety you have 
" to anfwer for, in the abufe of fo much humanity 
" and goodnefs. 

<c If you have no longer any fenfe of natural ten- 
" dernefs for your wives and children, have at leaft 
" fome companion for your capitol city, and the fa- 
"cred wall of it: have mercy even upon the 
" temple,y our law, as the holy fan&uary , which you 
"yourfelves are now about to deftroy with your 
" own hands ; for you are never to hope for mercy 
"again from the Romans, after fo ungrateful an 
"abufe of the indigencies you have formerly re- 
" ceived from them. 

' c But, to conclude, I hereby call Gotland our 
" whole country to witnefs, that lhave done the ut- 
" moft in my power towards your prefervation. If 
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revolt, they had only, without further delay, to difc 
charge the one, and rebuild the other; lince neither 
the citadel or the tribute belonged to Floras." 

* - 1 * 9 0 0 W 

The people hearkened to this advice, and went 
With the king and Berenice into the temple, where 
they applied themfelves to the rebuilding of the 
galleries;' arid, at the fame time,fent the proper offi- 
cers up and down the province, to colled the duties 
which were deficient, arid then paid in the whole ar- 
rears,'amounting to forty talents. Havingbrought 
them thus far to reafon, Agrippa counfelled them to 
fubmit to the government of Florus till Caefar * « 
ihould appoint a fucceflor. But this incenied them tude treat 
to fuch a degree, that they not 6nlv reviled' him in ^ pp * hc 
themoft opprobrious language,but noned ariddrove grcateftia- 
him out of the city. The king, fenfible of this con- ***** 
temptuous behaviour in the higheft degree,* and 
Ending the rabble irreclaimable arid defperaf e,* fent 
feveral men of rank to Florus at Gefarea. in order 

• • W 1 * 

that he might make choice of colle&ors of the reve- 
nue for the whole province, and then retired to hi* 
own kingdom. 



CHAP. XVII. 



The Jews furprize Maffkda y and put the Roman gar- 
rifon to the fword. Rejeft the Roman facrifices at 
the injlance of Eleazar, who heads a faction. This 
re/ufal the ground of the war. The leading men con- 
tend for moderate proceedings. Reprefentation of the 
impiety and irijuftice of the refufaL Of its being an 
infult to Caefar. Precedents and reports in favour of 
the pra&ice. The leading men apply to Florus and 
/Igrippa for relief. Agrippa fends troops to Jerufa- 
falem. Dijlurbances excited in the city betwixt the loyal 
and the male- contents. Great Jlaughter enjues. The 
fefiival called Xylophoria, The king 9 s troops wor fled. 
The fedttious quit the upper town y and lay all in 
ajbes. The nobility compelled to feek Jbelter tn fub- 
terraneous places. Antonia taken by affault. The 
feditious Jews headed by Manahem. An artful de- 
vice frufirated. The loyalijls obtain permiffion to 
depart. 
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QOON after this, a ftrong party of thofe who ex- 
O cited the people to a revolt made an afTault upon 
MafTada, a Roman garrifon, took it by furprize, 
put all the Romans to the fword, and fubftituted for 
them a guard of their own people. There hap- 
pened, at the fame time, another diforder in the 
temple at Jerufalem. OneEleazar, thefonof Ana- 
mas, the high-prieft, an intrepid youth, and military 
officer then in command, prefled fome of his friends 
amongft the priefts to receive neither offering or (a- 
crifice but from the nation of the Jews. This was 
the very foundation of our war with the Romans ; round 
for,at theinftanceof Eleazar,the facrifices ofCaefar, oftfemr. 
which were daily offered up for the welfare of the 
Roman people, were reje £ted . The high-priefts,and 
men of the firft rank, declared their difapprobation 
of the novelty of fuch prohibition, and importu- 
nately defired the continuance of fo pure a cuftom 
as the offering up of prayers for princes and gover- 
nors. But thefaifiious party were refolute and in- 
exorable, relying upon their numbers; and all thofe 
who were defirous of innovation efpoufed their 
caufe, which, as before obferved, was principally 
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the Roman 
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" you will follow my counfel, you may yet live in * ai " c ' ononuncrvea, «»^piuj 

"peace; but if you are determined to perfift in fupported by Eleazar, .an officer bold menterpnze, 



y 

16 tumult and outrage, 1 have only to confult my 
" ownfafety." 

Agnp ? a This addrefs, which was enforced by tears from 
riiet/aio' rhis lifter Bei'enice, in fome degree abated the rage 
thejewi. of the multitude, who acknowledged that they 

were not inimical to the Romans, but to Florus, for 
the indignities he had fo repeatedly offered them. 
Agrippa replied, " that what they had already done 
^-ab, ineffeft, profeffing enmity to the Romans, as 
they had broken down the galleries of the cattle of 

He 



and high in command 



Antonia, andrefufed paying tribute to Caefar." 
added, « that if they would obviate all fufpicic 



This occurrence brought together the rulers, the 
high-priefts, and thePharifees of the firft quality, 
to deliberate on the moft expedient meafures to be 
taken at this jun<5lure; for they plainly forefaw the 
calamities which the continuance of the tumult 
mutt entailupon the city. They debated the point, 
and came to this refolution, to attempt, by repre- 
fentation and counfel, to pacify the minds of the ^ n | r ft 
people. In order to this, they called a general af- rank are 
fembly before the brazen gate, on the inlide of the ^[ffau. 



Many of 



on of | temple to the eaftward, and there pointed out the 
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Tiie/fe- raflincfi of ti*c cnterprizc, and, indeed, madrtefsof 
with rhc involving their country in fo dcirrucuve a war. 
ttm\t,mdc. p rom thence they proceeded to fhew the unrcafon- 

able ground of tlic difputc, and the injuftice of the 
caufe j obferving, that their predecefTors were fo. 
far from prohibiting any oblations from ftrangers, 
(which wasthchigheftinftance of impiety,) that, 
in fome fort, they made it a part of their worfhip, 
as apears from their donations being preferved in 
the temple as ornaments, and in honour of the me- 
mories of the doners. It wasreprefented, that, to 
provoke the Romans to a dangerous war, to the 
fcandal, if not ruin, of Jerufalem itfelf,by fetting 
up new modes of religion, to the exclufion of all 
forts of people, but Jews, from offering up prayers 
and oblations to God in his holy temple, was fo 
extravagant a meafure, as could not admit of ex- 
cufe, even in the inftancc of a private perfon ; but 
further, to make it general, to the abfoiute excom- 
munication of Caafar himfelf, the infult would 
juftly be deemed unpardonable It was infered 
from thefe premifes, that the contempt would re- 
vert to themfclves; and that, in confequence of 



a party of the! 
band of aflafrfii 



them, and improving the advantage of the king's V*to 
troops being overborne both with hardinefs amltoty 
numbers, they forced them out of the upper town 



and the faftion immediately took pofTejflion of it. 
They then fct fire to thehoufe of Ananias, the hio-h- 
prieft, and to the palaces of Agrippa and Blerenice 
propofing, in the next place, to burn the offices of 
record, and the contrails belonging to their credi- 
tors, and thereby diflblve their obligations for pay- * 
ing their debts. This was done to gain to their in- 
tereft multitudes of debtors, who might then join " 
in an infurredtion with fafety againft the more weal- 
thy. The keepers of the records, in fine, abandon- 
ed their truft, and confulted their own perfonat 
fafety, and both writings and offices were all burnt. 
After this ftab to the ftrenth and Credit of the city, 
they applied themfelves more particularly to the 
profecution of the war. 

many 



and high-priefts, were forced to fly for fafety to fub- 
thiir wftf^ II ^ rra , ncous caverns ; while others got amongft the 
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others, they would not be allowed the liberty of 
worshipping themfelves, when the city would be 
left without all difcipline and good order. This it 
was concluded they muft expeft, unlefs they gave 
up fo idle a project, and relinquished fo impious a 
defign before it came to the knowledge of Casfar. 

After thefe reprefentations,feveral of the fophifts 



king's troops into the upper palace, and immedi- 
ately fhut the gates. In this number were Ananias, 
the high-prieff, Hezekias, his brother, and the de- 
puties of Agrippa. 

The feditious contented themfelves, forthepre- 
fent, with the ad van tage they had obtained, and the 
mifchief s they had done, and proceeded no farther. 



verfed in the Jewifiiritesand ceremonies, produced But the day following, being the fifteenth of the 
precedents and reports of the pradices of former ™ ont h Lous, they attacked the caftle of Antoma, 



after two days carried it by aflault, cut offthe whole T * ecj & 
garrifon, and fet fire to the place. Paffing from^^ 
______ _ _ thence to the palace, where the troops of Agrippa hmt - 

on innovaiion," and tlierefore for ftirring up conte^ II J ad * ak fn fandtoary, they divided themfelves into 
tion, wouldnothearkento theiropinion; nor would four bodies, and attempted the undermining of the 
the Levites attend Divine fervice, being wholly in- w * l } s 5 but defendants were obliged to keep 



times upon the point in queftion : and their concur- 
ring opinion was, that their anceftorsnever refufed 
oblations from ftrangers. Butthofe who were bent 
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tent upon the war 

The men of rank finding the multitude too ftrong 
for government, and that the refen tment of the Ro- 
mans would firft fall upon them, deliberated upon 
the matter, and agreed upon fendingdeputies,fome 
to Florus, of whom Simon, the fon of Ananias, 
was to be chief ; others to Agrippa, the principal 
of whom were to be Saul, Antipas, and Coltobarus ; 
which laft was the kinfman of Agrippa. Their 
commiilion was to folicit them to come withfome 
troops to Jerufalem, and crufli the feditionin time. 

This mefTage was grateful to Florus, who was 
difpofed to inflame the war at all events, as appear- 
ed by the delay of his anfwer to the deputies, in or- 
der to give the feditious an opportunity to collect 
their force. But Agrippa, who was for the com- 
mon intereft, was delirous of faving both parties 
as much as lay in his power, the guilty as well as the 

ftndlTro ' nnocent > and by that means fecuring the Jews to 
to n je7ufc° ps the Romans, and Jerufalem to the Jews. Finding 
iem. a ]f c own intereft at ftake, he fent two thoufand 

auxiliary horfe, collected from Auranites,Butanasa, 
and Trachon, with Darius at the head of them; and 
Philip, the fon of Joachim, their general. 

The rulers of the people, with the high-priefts, 

h the anc * a ^ t ^ lat were difpofed for peace, received thefe 
deputies into the upper town, the lower part of the 
temple being in the hands of the fa&ion. They 
began a fkirmifh with flings and darts, bows and 
arrows, and maintained it without intermiffion. 
Sometimes they made fallies and excurfions, and 
fometimes fought hand to hand. The feditious 
were the more refoluteand daring, but the king's 
foldiers were fuperior in military lkill. Theirprin- 
cipal aim was to force the facrilegious fadtion out 
Arremted of the temple ; while Eleazar, and his accomplices, 
to^ficr? laboured as hard, on the other fide, to make them- 
felves mafters of the upper town. The conteft 
lafted feven days, without any material advantage 
on either fide, but with great flaughter on both. 

The feftival of Xylophorli now dra wingon, which 
took its name from the cuftom of carrying wood to 
the temple, tokeep fire all the year round, they ex- 
cluded the feditious from their worfhip. But while 
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clofe, not being ftrong enough to venture a fally. 
The affailants plied their works, and feverai of the 
fadtion, as well as the Sicarii, perilhed under the 
walls. In fine, they fought day and night, without 
refpitei thefa&ion, in hopes of rendering the be- 
fieged defpond by ftarving them ; and the befleged 
thinking to tire out the fadtion with the fatigue of 
unremitting duty. 

There was amongft the feditious oneManahem, 
the fon of Judas of Galilee, a fubtle and fpecious 
orator, who had formerly upbraided the Jews, un- 
der Cyrenius,forprofeffing to worfhip one God,and 
at the fame time acknowledging the fupremacyof 
the Romans. ThisManahem, having a defign upon 
Herod's arfenal at MafTada, inveigled feverai menMamka 
of rank into his party, took them with him, and£^ 
forced the place, armed a band of vagrants, andjc*a 
marched with the ftate of a king to Jerufalem, 
where he fct up as head of the mutineers, and 
gave orders in form for carrying on the fiege of the 
palace. 

But they wanted proper inftruments ; for it was 
impracticable to undermine the wall, as the enemy 
fhowered darts upon them from above; fo that they 
began to break ground at a diftance,and carried on 
a covered way to the foot of one of the towers, which 
they undermined at the foundation, and then prop- 
ped it up with timber to fupport the weight. When 
they had finifhed the work, they fet fire to thofe 
timbers, and fo withdrew ; and the pillars being 
confumed, the turret fell to the ground. But the 
king's troops,it feems, were aware of this ftratagem, Mart fci 
and ran up another wall immediately behind the ftg* 
turret to make the place good. This difcovery,upon 
the fall of one of the tgwers, and when they deemed 
their work accomplished, threw the befiegers into 
the utmoft confternation. The king'speople in the 
palace, however, fent to Manahem, and the other 
heads of the fadlion, for permiflion to depart, and 
thofe of his religion, who forthwith took their de- 
parture. 

TheR 



.omans,in confequence of this,were greatly <tht*>. 
, as they were incapable of coping with & *JJJJj£ 
vaft a number; nor could they,in honour,defcend to aiw** 
treat with rebels. In this extremity they quitted the 
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campasindcfenfible, and betook themfelves to the 
king* s forts, asHippon, Phafaelis, and Mariamne. 
Manalicm's party brake in as faft as the foldiers 
quitted, flaying all that came near them, plunder- 
ing whatever was left behind, and,in the conic ufion, 
burning the camp. This adtion bare date the fixth 
of the month Gorpioeus. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Death of Ananias and Hezekias. Eleazar and his 
^.arty ajfault Manahem in the temple. Two faSions 
oppofe each other. Metilius, a Roman general, treats 

upon terms with Eleazar. The agreement ratified 

upon oath and articles. The barbarity and perfidy of II ftroke, as their ldfs,upon "the occaiion^wutri&nK 
Eleazar. Leading- caufe of the defiruSion of the I when put into comparifon with their yaft armies. 



and fign arid feal the articles. As foon as the agree- 
ment wasconfirmcd, and the due formalities had 
parted, Metilius drew off his foldiers, without in- 
terruption, or the Icail fufpicion of danger, as long 
as the Romans were under arms; But when, ac- 
cording to compact,' they oame to deliver up their 
fwordsand.fliields, Eleazar's guards Woke in upon 
them, feized and barbaroufly aifaffinated them, with 
outrefiftance or fupplication on the part of the Ro- Barbaron* 
mans, or fo much as one word of reproach, except LJ rfid r? f 
thofeof « oaths and articles." Metilius was the 
only man that begged it, which, however, was>. 
granted him upon promife of turning Jew. 

* 

detri 



IXath of 
Ananias 

and floe 

kin. 




i 



Jews. Execution upon a fabbath day. 

N the day following Ananias, the high-prieft, 
and his brother, Hezekias, were taken out of 
one of the aquedudts, wherein they had concealed 
themfelves, and both put to death by fom/e of the 
Sicarii. Thefa&ion fet a ftriA.guard alfp about 
the forts, infomuch that none of the foldiers could 
make their efcape. Manahem was fo elated with 
the ravaging of fo many fortified places, and the 
death of Ananias, the high-prieft, that he became a 
moft inhuman and infupportable tyrant, and be- 
haved as if he had engrofled to himfelf the govern- 
mentbf theuniverfe. Thefe overbearing tyrannies 
gave occafion to Eleazar, and fome of his confi- 
dents^ rea£on amongftthemfelvesuponthefubjed:. 
It was obferyed, that it was by no means confiftent 
that thofe who had revolted from iheRomans,from 
adefire of aflerting their liberty,fhould betray that 
liberty to any of their own people, and admit of a 
fupreme governor, who,though he ftiould be guilty 
of no violence, was inferior to themfelves, conclu- 
ding from thence, that if there was an abfolute ne- 
ceflity of fetting up one man above the re ft,it fhould 
by no means be Manahem In the heat of this refo- 
lution they went up to the temple, where they found 
Manahem at hisdevotion, arrayedin royal robesin 
all the ftate of a prince, both as to drefs and train, 
with all his guards about him. 

• • • 1 

While he was vaunting himfelf in all his glory, 
h^mT fome of Eleazar 's party made a violent aflauit on his 
fihznr** perfon. The multitude then began to ftone him, 
to Re thinking that the death of the fophift would bring 

about the revival of their liberty • feis guards made 
a flight refiftance, till they found he was oppofed by 
the people, when they refpe<5tively fhifted for them- 
felves. They flew all they took, and made diligent 
fearch for the reft. Some few got privately into 
Maflada, and amongft the reft Eleazar, the ton of 
Jairus, and Manahem's near kinfman, who after- 
wards exercifed a tyrannical government in that 
place, Manahem himfelf was taken lurking in a 
seizure and place called Ophlas, dragged out, expofed, tor- 
Sh°cm. tared, and then put to death. His deputies and af- 

fiflants were treated in the fame manner, and a- 
mongft the reft Abfalom, who was the chief abet- 
tor of the tyranny . 

> 

The people efpoufed the caufe of the oppofers of 
Manahem, imagining, as before obferved, that it 
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ButitwasmanifeftlytheleadingcaufeofdeftruAioii 
to the Jews; for a war now became inevitable,* and 
that upon juft grouwjss and that very city which 
took fo principal a part in the cpnteft, was fo pol- 
luted with perfidy and rebellion, that, ifit might 
efcape the vengeance of the Romans, it would cer- 
tainly fall a vidtim to Divine juftice. Never did the 
ftate of the Jews wear fo melancholy an afpeA $ 
delpair univerfally prevailed,and theinnocent were 
involved in the dread of the common fate, as they 
were to be anfwerable for the guilty ; and the flaugh- 
ter being perpetrated on the (abbath day, rendered Aflau htrt - 
it the more horrid^and heinous, as upon that day on aflb- r 
we are not allowed to perform any work, though bathd *y- 
ever folaudible andpraife-worthy. 

C HAP. XIX, 



Slaughter and calamities befal the Jews. Florus con- 
demns many of them to the gallies. Shocking ravages 
in Syria and its environs. Pernicious ejfetts of ava- 
rice. Civil diffentions bring on the maffacre of 1 3,000 
Jews at Scythopolis. Exploits of Simon, a man of 
Jingular Jlrength and rejolution. His confeffion and 
recantation. Puts his father, mother, wife, and chil- 
dren to death with his own hand$ and finally himfelf, 
to avoid the firoke of an enemy. 



u 



runs. 



wouldbea ready means of effedinganaccommoda- tants as the y could fimL 



PON the very fame day and hour, as if by 2o ooo 
the direction of Providence, there was a maf- jews 
facre of the Jews at Cefarea to the number of above ^ce^ea 
twenty thoufand : nor was there a Jew left in the inoncday. 
place, for Florus c3ufed thofe that fled to be ap- 
prehended, and fent in chains to the gallies. This 
horridcarnageincenfed the whole nation,infomuch, y a g« in" 
that the Jews divided themfelves into feveral bo- Syiiaamf 
dies, difperfed, began their inroads upon fome of mcn l ~ 
the villages of Syria, and then laid wafte feveral of 
the bordering cities, as Philadelphia, Gebonitis, 
Geraffa, Pella, and Scythopolis. After this they 
broke in upon Gadara, Hippon, and Gaulonitis, 
deftroying fome places, and fetting fire to others. 
Thence they advanced to Cedafa a belonging to the 
Tyrians, to Ptolemais, Gaba, and Cefarea. They 
alto over-ran Sebafte and Aikalon without oppo- 
fition; and when they had reduced thefe places to 
afhes, they demolifhcd Anthedon and Gaza. They 
rifled alfo, and laid wafte, feveral villages upon the 
frontiers* and put to death as many of the inhabi- 



tion; whereas the party, in truth, was only an anti- 
faftion to Manahem, that were fettin g up for them- 
felves, not fo much with a defign of fuppreffing one 
tyranny, as promoting another. The multitude ear- 
neftly prefTed the prevailing fa&ion not to bear fo 
hard upon the Romans, butrather to raife thefiege, 
and fuffer themto depart. Butthe more they prefled 
it ou the one fide, the more it was oppofed on the 
other. When Metilius, the Roman general, and his 
people, had exerted their utmoft power for the de- 

render ^ ence °f t' 16 place, and were now reduced to the 
ifcrafeivcs ^ a ft extremity, they offered to capitulate with Elea- 
*° Eteir. zar, to deliver it up with all that was in it,upon con- 
dition only of fparing their lives. The terms were 
readily accepted ; and Gorion, the fon of Nicodc- 
mus, Ananias, the fon of Saddaca, and Judas, the 

fon of Jonathan,were appointed to ratify the treaty, 

No. 3a, 
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The Syriafls,oxl the other hand, riiade their repri- 
fals upon the Jews, not only in the vaft numbers of * hc s rj 



them that were put to the fword, but the perfecu- venge 
tion extended to the very inhabitants of their cities. the ^ r fi!" 

« i-» t\ \ \ ti wpon the 

The ftate of Syria was at this time molt deplorable, jews, 
as every city had, in elFedl, two armies in it ; and 
there were no means of preferving either, but by J^l^ 
deftroying theother. Thedays were fpent inblood- in sym. 
filed, and vifiqnary fears rendered the nights more 
horrible. The pretence of the Syrians was to re- 
move the Jews; but they were fo divided concern- 
ing others, whom they fufpe<Sed to be Judaixcrs, 
or favourers of their clan, that, as they thought it 
hard to put them to death upon fufpicion, fo they 
were fearful of fuffering them to remain, left they 
fhould afterwards prove to be Jews. 

a I 
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Thofc whoJjeforehad dlfcovcred fome degree of 
humanity and moderation, were no wbecome inexo- 

cf»cafof 1 ra ^y crue l? from mere avarice* and the hope of lu- 
c tc, ° ere; for they plundered all they killed, and bad the 

booty for a reward, reputing him the braveft man 
who obtained the greatcft fliare, as having over- 
come the greateft number of hisenemies. It was an 
horrid fpe&acle to behold the ftreets filled with 
dead bodies of men, women and children, that lay 
there not only unburied, but uncovered. The pro- 
vinces laboured under the fame calamities, befides 
the dreadful profpedl of various and much greater 

miferiesin future. 



The conflict had hithertobeen maintained bet wixt 
Jews and ftrangers, but drawing towards the bor- 
becorac^ 3 dcrs of Scythopolis,they found the very Jews of that 
enemies to quarter inimical to them, fo much did they prefer 
™* r ano ~ their intereft and convenience to every other 1 cori- 

fideration; for the Jews of Seythopolis joined the 
inhabitants againft the other Jews. Nay, fuch was 
their alacrity, that the citizens of Scythopolis fuf- 
pe&ed them, left they fliould join againft them with 
the other Jews, furprize the town in the night, and 
impute it, at laft, either to a defire of revengefor 
their fufFerings, or the neceffity of their condition. 
The citizens,upon this account,told the confederate 
Jews, that if they would confirm their agreement, 
and demonftrate their fidelity to them, theyfhould 
withdraw, for theprefent,with their families,into a 
certain grove adjacent. This they accordingly did, 

The xnha- anc * ^ or t ^ ie two wing days all was quiet atScy- 
bitancs of thopolis ; but, upon the third night, their fcouts 

mike grat'kringing them intelligence that they lay in a care- 
flaughter lefs, eafy, and fupine pofture, the inhabitants fell 
amon^the U p Qn an j cut them all off, to the number of 13,000, 

feized the plunder, and fo departed. 



tion. 



Having given this general account, I cannot pafs 
over fome particulars relative to one Simon, who 
s^„ IM a of periflied in this barbarous action. He was the fon 
nun of ex- of Saul, a man of rank among the Je ws, and diftin- 
Srength^ guifhed from the reft of his cotemporaries for the 
anjrcfoiu- firmnelsof his mind, and theftrength ofhisbody, 

both which faculties he had employed in favour of 
the Scythopolitans,to the injury of his country. He 
• did daily execution upon feveral of the Jews living 
near that place, and would frequently put whole 
troops to the rout, infomuch that his fingle perfon 
was held aim oft equivalent to an army. But in the 
end, a vengeance overtook him adequate to his 
crime; for when he fawthe Jews furrounded by the 
Scythopolitans, and annoyed by arrows and darts all 
over the grove,he drew his fword,and,without giv- 
ing a ftroke, (which he found of no avail againftmch 
a multitude,) thus paffionately addrefled himfelf to 
the men of Scy thopolis : " How juftly am I pu- 
4< nifhed for the wrongs 1 have done, and pur- 
" chafing your confidence with the lives of fo many 
44 of my fellow-citizens. As I am now to die, and 
44 it will not become a man of honour to fall by the 
44 hand of an enemy, but rather to do juftice upon 
44 myfelf, I will not therefore put it in the power 
44 of an enemy to glory in my ruin, and triumph 
* 4 over me in my calamity." 
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Maffacre of the Jews at other places. Agrippa goes to 
jdntiochy and leaves Varus his viceroy. Batanea 
/ends Jeventy deputies to folivit for a gdrrifon. Varus 
fends a band of armed ?ncn to cut 4 hem off upon the 

rf his commiflion. The 



way 
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AFTER the mafiacre at Scy thopolis, other 
cities rofe up againft the Jews that were a-SSfiJ; 
mongftthem. The people of Alkalon flew t\vo the fpi*. 
thoufand five hundred ; thofe of Ptolemais t w& thou- 
fand J thofe of Tyre a coufiderable number,but kept 
more of them iii bonds. Ih Hip'ptfn and Gadara 
they cut off all that were young and a&ive* impri- 
foningthe reft; and proceeded in like manner elfe* 
where, as they were actuated by hatred or fear. But 
ih Antioch, Sidon,'and Apamia,they were fafe and 
quiet in the enjoyment, of their lives and liberties: 
whether it was that they were not powerful enough 
to be dangerous, or from compaffion to a people 
who didnotfeem to have any defign upon the ftatrf, 
cannot be determined, but the latter feems themore 
probable caufe. As for the Gerafenes,' thofe who 
were difperfed were permitted to abide with them 
in peace, and they gave the reft fafe conduft to 
their borders. 

There fell out, at the fame time, an iSnfortunate 
incident for the Jews in the kingdom of Agrippa, ^ 
who, having occafion to vifit CeftiusGallus at An-^** 
tioch, committed the adminiftration of his govern- 
ment to Varus, a kinfman of king Sohemus. The 
province of Batanea, duringtheking's abfence, fent 
feventy deputies of the firft rank to defire the indul- 
gence of a garrifon, to the end that, in cafe of any 
commotion or tumlt, they might be able to fup- 
prefs it. Varus immediately fent out a party of the 
king's troops to cut them off upon the way. This 
he had the confidence to do, not only without the 
knowledge of Agrippa, but entirely againft his ap- 
probation. He was induced to this horrid outrage 
by his avarice j fo that, after fo flagitious a begin- 
ning, he flopped at no manner of tyranny or ini- Imaw j 
quity, but continued his havock throughout the tyW 
kingdom. When Agrippa had intelligence of his^7 b 
deftrudlive proceedings, for the fake of Sohemus he 
fpared his life; but removed him immediately from 
his government. 

The feditious, in the mean time, got poffeflion of 
the citadel of Cypros, upon the frontier of Jericho, 
put the garrifon to the fword, and demolifhed the 
fortifications. At the fame inftant another con- TkcR * 

nai te- 
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fiderable body of the Jews treated with the Romans m iei 
in Macherus to deliver up the garrifon, who, c ^ 
choofing rather to part with it by agreement than 1 * 
compulfion, furrendered it upon conditions. 



CHAP. XXI 



He takes 



Having thus fpoken, he furveyed his wife, his I In fi^ces of the Jews former favour with Alexander 



vengeance children, his aged parents, and whole family,witha 
on himfelf mixture of rage and commiferation, and while £az- 

stad family. . . r r *> , - - . n * . 

ing, as m iuipence, he took his rather by his grey 
hairs, and ran him through the body, and after him 
his mother, who willingly fubmitted to the ftroke. 
After the father and mother, he did execution upon 
his wife and fons, who appeared rather to meet the 
weapon than avoid it, as by that means they pre- 
vented the enemy* When he thus put all his kin- 
dred to death: he piled them up, and ordering their 
bodies to be feeh by all, he ftretched out his right 
hand, and fheathed the fword in his own bofom. 
This man, from the ftrength of his body, and firm- 
nefs of his mind, deferves to be remembered with 
compaffion ; but whoever confiders his attachment 
to ftrangers, muft confefsthat, in the end, he met 
with a deferved fate. 



the Great, and afterwards with the Caefars. A vio- 
lent tumult at Alexandria between the Jews and the 
Greeks. It is cornpofed by Tiberius, who turns his- 
army loofe upon them with a commiffion to kill, burn, 
and pillage at pleafure. Fifty thoufand Jews fain 
upon the /pot, and the refi beg their lives. 1 he impla- 
cable rage of the Alexandrians. 

THE natives of Alexandria conceived a mortal 
antipathy to the Jews, from the days of Alex- 
ander the Great, who, in acknowledgment of the ami* 
fervices they had done him againft the Egyptians, jJJJ^ 
made them free of this city, with the grant of all GrteU 
privileges in common with the Greeks. Thefe pri- 
vileges were continued to them by the fucceflbrsof 
Alexander j a peculiar quarter was affigned apart to 
themfelves, where theylivedinamannerfequeftcred 
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from the converJe of other people ; being alfo en- 
titled to the privilege of calliug themfelves Mace- 
donians. When Egypt came afterwards to fall into 
the hands of the Romans, the Jews had their an- 
cient privileges flill continued by Casfar and his 
iuccefibrs: but they were perpetually at variance 
with the Greeks ; and though they fuffered juftice 
on both fides for their mifdemeanors, it had no 
other effetft than to inflame the contention. 

Things were extremely out of order at this time 
every where, but particularly fo at Alexandria. 
The inhabitants being met in affembly about an 
embafly to Nero upon an extraordinary occafion, 
there came rufhing into the amphitheatre a mixed 
crowd of Jews and Greeks. The latter immedi- 
SnofThc ately exclaimed that the Jews were enemies and 
moult, fpies, and at the fame inftant fell furioufly upon 

them. They took three of them, and the reft made 
their efcape ; but thefe three they dragged away 
in order to burn them alive. This commotion 
brought in the whole body of Jews to their refcue. 
They began with cafting ftones at them ; and after 
.that ran with lights in their hands up to the am- 
phitheatre, threatening the whole multitude to 
burn them to afhes, which they had certainly done, 
if Tiberius Alexander, the governor of the city, 
had notreftrained their fury. He did not ufe violent 
S^nriincafures, but employed fome of the moft popular 
lofliietir. men amongft themfelves to attempt, by mild per- 

fiiafion, to bring them to reafon, advifing them to 
4 moderation, and due cautionhow thewincenfed the 
«tt infills Roman foldiers. The feditious Jews, however, 
Sfriowf 8 " madeajeft of the entreaties of Tiberius, and re- 
proached him for the pacific raeafures he had 
purftied. 

When the governor found the tumult was not to 
befuppreffed without having recourfe to arms, he 
fent out upon them two Roman legions that were 
then in the city, and five thoufand Libyan troops, 
to harrafs the mutineers. Their orders were not 
only to flay all that oppofed them, but to feize their 
effects, and then fire their houfes. The word of 
command was no fooner given, than they marched 
to a quarter of the town called Delta, where the 
Jews chiefly refided, and there executed their or- 
ders to the utmoft extremity. The Jews placed 
their beft armed J *xnen in the front, who, for fome 

ftinate refiftance, but, upon the 
were fcattered and cut to pieces ; 
though it proved to the conquerors a bloody vic- 
tory. Death and deftrudti on never appeared in 
more hideous forms : fome were caught in the open 
field, others forced into their houfes, which were 
firft plundered, and then fet on fire by the Ro- 

No mercy was (hewn to age or foe, till the 
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fa. . place ran with torrents of blood, and fifty thoufand 

of them lay dead in heaps ; nor had the remainder 
been preferved, had they not betaken themfelves 
to fupplication for their lives j fo that the governor, 
commiferating their cafe, gave orders for the Ro- 
mans to retire, which they did at the firft word, out 
of the deference they paid to order and discipline. 
But the populace of Alexandria bore fo implaca- 
ble an hatred to the Jews, that it was with diffi- 
culty they were prevented from infulting the very 
carcafes. Such was the confequence of the tumult 
at Alexandria. 



CHAP. XXII. 



Ceftius marches with a powerful army againft the Jews. 
The inhabitants of the country come in to him upon his 
march to Ptoiemais. He is joined by Agrippa. Ze- 
bulon, the ftrongeft city of Galilee, plundered and 
burnt. Ceftius returns to Ptoiemais* The Jews cut 
off two thoufand Syrians* Cejiius removes to Cefarea. 
Total dcftru&ion of Joppa by the Romans. 

/"NESTIUS finding the Jews, from their feditious 
tu' difpofition, become fo totally obnoxious, deter- 
^yniined on a vigorous profecution of the war- To 
! w £ 1 e that end he drew out his troops, and marched for 
Ptoiemais. He took with him the twelfth legion en- 
tire, which he had at Antioch j two thoufand chofen 
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men out of the other legions j four troops of liorfe J 
befides the king's auxiliaries, that is to fay, two 
thoufand horfe, and three thoufand foot, belonging 
to Antiochus, armed with bows and arrows ; a 
thoufand horfe, and three thoufand foot, belong- 
ing to Agrippa ; abody of four thoufand men from 
king Sohemus, a third part horfe, and the remain- 
der of them foot, chiefly archers. The people J* Joln tf , 
came flocking in to Ceftiusoutof the cities through inhuU/! 
which he palled in his way to Ptoiemais, who, 
though they might be deficient in military {kill, 
were zealous in the caufe, from their implacable 
hatred to the Jews. 

■ 

Agrippa affifted Ccftius not only with his troops, 
but his counfel j fo that at this inltancethe general 
marched away with part of his army to Zebulon 
(otherwife called Andron, or the city of men) vehich 
divides Judaea from Ptoiemais. When he came up 
to the.place, he found it totally deferted by the in- 
habitants, who had all fled up to the mountains, 
abounding in all forts of provifion ; fo that he 
his foldiers the plunder of the city. Thoug 
could not but admire the beauty of the buildings, 
which much refembled thofe of Tyre, Sidon, and 
Bery tus, he caufed them to be razed to the ground. 
From thence he over-ran the whole count ry,deftroy- 
ing whatever fell in his way* When he had laid 
wafte the territory, and fet all the adjacent villages 
in a blaze, he left them in afhes, and fo returned to 
Ptoiemais. The Syrians were fo intent upon the 
booty, efpecially thofe of Berytus, that many ftayed 
behind for the fake of plunder ; fo that the Jews, 
taking courage upon the 'retreat of Ceftius, and 
falling upon them by furprize, cut them off to the 
number of near two thoufand- 

FromPtolemais Ccftius removed to Cefarea, and 
from thence fent a detachment of his army to Joppa, 
with orders to preferve the place, if they could 
quietly get pofTeffion of it ; but, in cafe the inha- 
bitants fhould put themfelves in a pofture of de* 
fence, they fhould wait for the bringing up the reft 
of the army. The Romans, in fine, aflaulted the 
place both by fea and land, and mattered it with- 
out much difficulty j for the inhabitants were fo 
far from attempting to difpute it by force, that 
they had no opportunity for fo much as an efcape. joppade- 
They were all put to the fword, jnen,.womeii and §° y £h* 
children, without diftindtion. The city was plun- bicancs 
dered and burnt ; and the number of the flain was cuc olF " 
luppofed to amount to eight thoufand four hun- 
dred perfons. Ceftius alio Tent a body of horfe 
into the adjacent toparchy of Narbatane, near 
Cefarea, where they laid the country wafte, put 
reat numbers of the inhabitants to the fword, 
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eized upon their effedts, and buried their cities in 
afhes. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

■ 

Ceftius fends Cefennius Gallus into Galilee. Sepphoris $ 
and the neighbouring parts^ join with the Romans* 
The Romans overcome the freebooters. Gallus moves 

from Galilee to Cejarea, and Ceftius marches with his 
army to Autipatris. Lydda deflroyed. Ceftius en- 
camps near Jerufalem. The Jews makes a furious 

/ally on the fabbath day, and put Ceftius and his army 
in danger* The Jews put to a retreat. The Romans 
draw off, and the Jews fall upon their rear. 

■ 

CESTIUS now fent Cefennius Gallus, the com- Cefcnmui 
manderof the twelfth legion, into Galilee, with ^mand* 
fiich additional forces ashe judged fufficient for the »pdcr cef- 

- - - t ms m 



reduftion of that province. The inhabitants of Sep- Gaiiic*. 
phoris, the ftrongeft city, opened their gates tohim, 
and the reft of the towns had the prudence to follow 
their example. But the mutineers and free-booters 
withdrew to the mountain of Afamon, that croffes 
Galilee, and liesjuft oppofite to Sepphoris. Gallus 
advanced upon them in their own poft ; but fo long 
as theymaintainedthe upper ground they were too 
hard for the Romans, and flew near two hundred 
of them in the encounter. But when the Romans 
came to take acompafs,and,ky degrees,had gained 
the top of the mountain, and were thereby enabled 
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to cope with them Upon even terms, the fugitives 
were prcfently routed, their light-armed men not 
being able to (land the fhock, nor thofe that fled to 
efcape the purfuit of the horfe. Some few, indeed, 
concealed themfelve* in lurking places among the 
mountains, but upwards of two thoufand of them 
were cut to pieces* 

Gallus, apprehending no caufc for innovation in 
Galilee, drew off his troops to Cefarea ; andCeftius, 
Ceftinf to w *th his whole army, went to Antipatris. He was 
Aiitipatris. there given to underftand, that a conliderablebpdy 

of the Jews were got together into the tower of 
Aphec> and fent a party thither to dillodge them. 
The Jews, not being in a condition to Itand the at- 
tack, left it to the Romans, who rifled it, and then 
fetting fire to all the adjoining villages, took their 
departure. From Antipatris Ceftius removed to 
Lydda, where he found only fifty men, the reft be- 
ing gone up to Jerufalem to the feaft of tabernacles. 
Cefhus en- Heputthofe fifty to the fword, burnt the town j and 
fu^o^° then advanced, by the way of Bethoron, to a cer- 
fo^a cru ~ tain place called Gaboah, fifty furlongs from Jeru- 
falem, and there pitched his camp. 

The Jews, finding the war approach their me- 
tropolis, left the feftival, and betook themfelves to 
The jews their arms. They thought their number fufficient, 

Srio a anc * * n t ^ iat con "dence Allied out upon the Ro- 
fAUyon the mans, with hideous clamour, and in great confu- 
fabbath fioh, regardlefs of any qualms, it being now their 

fabbath, which, as often mentioned, is by them 
molt fcrupuloufly obferved. But the fame rage 
"which caufed them to difpenfe with the obfervance 
of the fabbath, proved an advange to them in the 
execution of their defign upon their enemies > for 
they threw the Romans into diforderupon thefirft 
charge, broke into their ranks, and made fo furi- 
ous an attack upon their main body, that, if they 
had not been fupported by a party of foot which 
■was then entire, and a troop of horfe that came up 
to their relief in the critical minute, Ceftius, and 
his whole army, had been in danger of being loft. 
There fell five hundred and fifteen of the Romans 
in this ikirmifh j four hundred of them horfe, the 
reft foot. Two and twenty only of the Jews were 
flainupon the fpot. Thofe whofignalizedthemfelves 
upon the occalion were Monobafiis and Cenedoeus, 
two kinfmen of Monobafus, king of the Adiabeni- 
ans. The next in reputation to thefe two heroes 
•were Niger of Perea, and Silas, the Babylonian, 



day. 



The Jews 
prefi hard 
upon the 
Romans. 



•who went over from king Agrippa, whom he had 
formerly ferved, into the intereft of the Jews. 

The Jews,atlength, beingforcedto aretreat, re- 
tired into the city 5 while the Romans, drawing o " 
like wife toBethoron, were preffed upon the rear by 
Simon, the fon of Gioras, who cut off feveral of 
them, feized their carriages and baggage, which 
they found upon the road, and fo went off to Jeru- 
falem 



ing himfelf that the parties might be reafoned in- 
to a better underftandinor one ofanother : or think- 
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might poffibly be able to divide them 
fomethin ** * * 



and abate £ 

m< of the rancour of the quarrel. Purfuant imS* 
to this defign, he fent two of his officers, Barccus^J* 
and Phebus, men of approved integrity, to offer RoaaSu! 
them a treaty of alliance with the people of Rome, 
with an aflurance of pardon and indemnity for all 
that was paft, upon condition of laying down their 
arms, and coming over to Rome. The factious, 
upon hearing of thispropofal, were fo apprehenfive 1 
of the people going over to Agrippa, in hopes of 
this amnefty, that they determined to aflaflinate 
the ambaffadors. Accordingly they flew Phebus ^Sf 
before he could open his commiffion ; and Barceus lIca ^ 
was wounded, but prevented his fall by flight : but thcf,a * 
the multitude was fo enraged at the bafenefs of 
this action, that they drove the feditious before 
them into the city. 

This inteftine divifion gave Ceftius the faireft 
opportunity to break in upon the factious ; fo that 
he advanced upon them with his whole army, 
charged, routed, and purfiied them to the wallsof 
Jerufalem. He then marched off to a place called 
Scopus, feven furlongs from the city, and there 
pitched his camp. He remained three whole days lei 
in a ftate of inadtivity, with6ut fo much as making 
an attempt upon the place, hoping, perhaps, that 
the people might become difpofed to peace ; but; 
in the mean time, fent out a party of foldiers into 
the neighbouring villages, 
other neceflaries. 

On the fourth day, which was the thirtieth of the 
month Hyperbereteus, he advanced with his whole 
army, in good order, up to the city, where the peo- T £^ 
pie durft not ftir, through fear of the factious totWe 
party. But their very leaders were fb intimidated 
by the apparent order and difcipline of the Romans 
in their march, that they retired from the fuburbs, 
many into the inner parts of the city, and fome in- 
to the temple. Ceftius took his way by Bezetha, 
and, as he advanced, burnt Cenopolis, and a place 
called the timber-market. Thence advancing to 
the upper town, he pitched his camp near the pa- 
lace. If he had then made a vigorous affault, he 
might eafily have carried the place, and put an end 
to the war. But Tyrannus and jjpfcus, and fome 
other great officers, had been corrupted by Floras 
to divert him from his purpofe. This falfe ftep 
proved the abfolute ruin of the Jews, and the four^e 
of all their future calamities. 

Under thefe circumftances divers of the princi- 
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city, propoling to open the gates to him ; but he de- 
layedhisrefolution folong,either through indigna- Na- 
tion or diffidence, that the defign was difcovered, 



Ceftius continued three days after this in I and Ananus, with his party, forced, by ftonesfro 

the field, as the Jews had poflefled themfelves of the walls, to fly for fandluary to their own houfes. 



the elevated parts of the city, fet watches at the en- 
trances, and appeared rcfolved to fall upon the Ro- 
mans if they had quitted their ft and. 



CHAP. XXIV. 



falls 



Agrippa propofes to the J 
mans. The people rife u 
dors with feverity. Cej 
fues them to the walls of Jerufalem^ bringing his whole 
army up to the city. He encamps near the palace. 
The Jews repair to the defence of the walls. The Ro- 
mans are repulfed upon feveral affaults. An invention 
to fecure the pioneers. Ceftius raifes the ficge^ and the 
revolt ers fall upon his rear. A great /laughter of the 
Romans by the Jews. Ceftius is in great perplexity. 
The miferable condition of the Rmans. Ceftius faves 
himjelf by a ftratagem. 

AGRIPPA* obferving that the affairs of the Ro- 
mans were in a dangerousfituation, while fuch 



The Jewsdifperfed themfelves upon this into the 
turrcts,to the defence of the walls, which they made 
good for five days againft the utmoft efforts of they 
Romans, though prefled with the moft impetuous 
violence. On the fixth day Ceftius, with the choiceft 
of his troops and bow-men, aflaultcd the temple on 
the northern quarter ; but theRomans were fo crafled 
with flings and arrows from the porch and galleries^ 
that they werenotfcnly obliged to give way, but in 
the end totally repulfed. After thefe difappoint- 
ments the Romans had recourfe to this invention : 
the firft rank refted their fhields upon the wall, 
and guarded themfelves with what they called tetrteto 
tude, from its refemblance to the back of a tortoife, j-j^ 
which being proof againft all the enemies darts and tag 



arrows, they were at liberty to undermine the w 



alls 



They then made prepara- bum* 

This^ 



without further danger 

tion for fetting fire to the gate' of the temple 
fo alarmed the fa&ion, that they gave up all for loft, 
and many of them quitted the town. But it was 
matter of joy to the moderate and peaceablepart,m- 



animmenfe number of their enemies had feized up- fomuch, that they called out to open the gates to 



on the mountains round about, determined to try 

if the Jews were to be influenced by words, flatter- 



Ceftius, whom they deemed their friend and pre- 
ferver. To fuch a plight were they reduced, that" 
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IkuI prol-.-afod the fiegc bt«t a J:.t!i:lo;igjr, 
the Romans wo:;!J tvrtainly have had po'ieh'ion oj 

the city .* lit! t it f t rim, not to huvr be ( n agreeable to 
the !?i vine will, that this dreadful war i'i:ou!d thus 

terming : 

o-ood difpollrh;:. of the people in general, or the 
drfperation of the (editions in the city, by a kind of j 
vndicial infatuation, drew oiFhismcsi on a fiiddcu, 
even when their hopes were at the faircft, and, con- 
trary to all rcafon, quitted the iU-gc This unc» 
peci-d retreat fo emboldened the re vol tcrs»that they 
fell upon the rear of the Romans, and cut off a 
considerable number bin of their horfe and foot. 
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Ceftius lodged that r.i -Arc at the camp he had forti- 
fied at a place called ^ opus. The next day he con- 
tinued Ills march, with the enemy at his rear, who, 
purfuing, cut off many of the hind molt of his 
men. They alfo fell upon the flank on each lide of 
the army? and galled them with darts: nor durli 
they fo much as turn their heads to look the enemy 
in the face, imagining the number of thofe that 
purfucd them was immenfe. They did not even at- 
tempt to repel thofe that pre fled them on each fide, 
becaufe their armour washeavy,and they were fear- 
ful of breaking their ranks; w hereas they knew the 

Jews, on the other hand, were light arnicd,and ready 
for excurlions and furprizes upon any occafion. 
Upon the w hole the Romans fuflcred greatly, with- 
out being able to avenge themfelves upon their enc- 
erriblc mies. The ways, in tine, were covered with dead 
* t0 and wounded bodies upon their retreat. Amongft 
thellain were Prifcits, who commanded thefixth le- 
gion; Longinus, the tribune; andEmilius Jucundus, 
a principal officer of horfc; fo that, with difficulty, 
and the lofs of their baggage, they got to Gabaoh, 
where they had encamped before. 

Ceftius remained here two days, doubtful how to 
proceed in his prefent enibarraffed iituation. Upon 
the third day he found the number of Jew s greatly 
increafed, infomuch that the country was over- 
run with them. From this he was lenlible that his 
delay had not only hindered but endangered him, 
and that the longer he ftayed the more enemies he j 
ihould have. 

Upon this he ordered the army to be di (charged of . 
all incumbrances, for the eafe and expedition of the 1 



iK'aiioji:;, gj ving ordci :> thai , \\ lien i'.\<:y went i </ \n 
j the morning ^ii.ird, they i»nu;U! ci jc. iheir ; ..{Kmi'm 
that tnc Jew;, iiii;;!)! be induaedto believe the armv 
lad r. ,t yet docampvd. In the incifn time Ceftius 
fhrtink awav w!t!i : he reft of Ids forces vv ithout any 
noiie, ahou: thirty furlongs during ;he night. 

Vt'hen the Tews perceived in the morninp* that the 
t ace wa.s abandoned, and tlic main army withdraw- a 
j they 

mans who had deluded then, lie w them to a man, 
and then went in purfuit of Ceflius. Bu; having 
availed himfelf of the night to profecute hisclcapc, 
they could not overtake him. The foldiers fled in 
fuch conitcrnation, that they left behind them all 



lminetunteiy 



fell 



upon ill'- four hundred 11 o- 



thcir warlike inftruments, which the Jews took up, 
and afterwards u fed again ft the Romans. They fol- 
lowed the purfuit as far at Antipatris; but finding 
it vain to continue it longer, fecurtd their engines, 
ftripped the dead, collected their booty, and lb re- 
turned with joy and triumph to Jerufalcm, for hav- 
ing obtained fo important a victory w ith fuch very 
little lofs. This defeat happened on the eighth day 
of the month Dins, and in the twelfth year of the 
reign of the emperor Nero. 



A terrib 
Wo* to 
tli* Ro- 
mans. 



C H A 



P 




u . v 



The moll eminent J 
deputies io Nero. 
Floras. 



o:ut J crufalcvi. ilcfllus feuds 



v:lf conduct to 



Cci^iu* is 
in a great 



» </>.-'**/ ii 

A conlptrucy at Damnum ag$:ujt sAc Jews, 
Tea thoufand are ma(f acred in the /pace of one d.iw 
j he Jews, who overcame Ce return to Jcrnfaie**:^ 
and appoint their officers, civil and tnibtary Fleazar 
acquires popularity. Jojcphns, tnr f;:(!o> ia.u afinsit.ted 
governor of bolh the Gali/ecs. r/: ' 

of a d m i if! rati* . 
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Mode 
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lie 



pt IftClpiCS. 

ihilitxie* a council of 



tVatis in the deferable cities. Ejtcblijbss 



the Roman order and difcipline. 



A FTER this difafter had befallen Ceftius, the 
jT3l moll considerable of the Tews in Tcrufalem Tlt ? rcoft 

i , . • * 7 i #t • /• i • • eminent 

quitted the city as mariners would a fhip (inking m jc.vs ivc- 



aftorm. Goitcbarus and Saul, two brothers, too*e-V^ ct 
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of l no j j wmc:i were to carry macmncs mat ne mign 
have further occafion for, and which he was de- 
fironsalfo of retaining, left they fhould fall into j{ particula: 

i of the enemy. || Cciiius fe 



the hands 



This was the ftate and pofture of tlie army on 
The danger their march to Bethoron. They were not annoyed 
'.wuuvrc by the Jews fo long as they continued in an open 



i 



j felf by fdght, way put to death by t.ie fac.ion ; the 
i particulars of which I fhall relate hereafter. Now 
Cciiius fent Saul and his companions to Nero in ? cl * ?a ; 
Acnaia, with mrorm::tion ol* his chitrci.ed condi- « U ties to 



tion, and to Lransfer tl:e blame of the whole mif- Ncro 



in 

in during 



, . _ country, but when they came into narrow pafla&es, \\ mr^nr n.,.-;,,^ *]... r t'M.. r 

ey charged their rrontandrcar, to ieperatc them I 



II 



carriage to r'iorus. Cedius adopted chisv.ieafurc to 
exculpate himfelf, and raife the indignation of tec 



th 
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from the main army, and force them further into the 
valley, while the multitude, from the rocks and 

While the 



craggs, 



galled them with their darts. 



foot were in this date of diftrefs, not knowing how 
to defend themfelves, the condition of the horfe 
was much more defperate,as they could neither ad- 
vance up to the Jews to attack themupon the moun- 
tains, or fecurc themfelves againft them in the val- 
lies; nor could they keep their own troops in order 
i gain ft the (bower of arrows that poured down a- 



v 



niongft them. They were at length in fuch a 
iituation, that they could neither fight or fly; and 
in tins defnonding; extremity they had recoiirfe to 



anti outci 



ic palhonate extravagancies of tears, groans, 
jutcrics, that arc ufualiu fuch cafes; wlnlic the 



contrives 
-'icfc.-'jc. 



rocks and the vallies rang, on the other lide, with 
trait [ports of joy, triumph, and vaunting. 

Such was their advantage, that if the Jews had 
been favoured with day-light, the army of Ceftins 
had been totally deftroyed : but night coming on % , 
the Romans e leaped to Bet boron ; and the Jews fe- 
ciired all the pafies round about, to cut oit the re- 
treat of the Romans. 

When Ceftius found in what manner he wasbefet, 
he bethought of a ftrata&em to allift him in his cf- 
cape. He leleded about four hundred of his braveft 



When the people of Darnafcus heard of the de- 
ftruction of the Romans, they entered into a refu- 
tation of cutting oii" all the Jews in that place, 
'"i'liis they were perfuaded they could efie(f., if they 
could but take them together at rhc bath?, or any 
of the places of public exercife or recreation* Their 
principle ground for apprehen/ion of f..ilurc was 
its coming to the knowled«*e of their wives, who 
were molrly attached to the (ew ilh religion. They 
took, however, their opportunity-, when the Jews mattered 

were at one of thefe public meetings, in an un- l"tTam al- 
armed iituation. to fall 
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them, and malla-cu*. 
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il 



cred ten thouiand of them in one day without any 
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diiiicuity. 

The Jews who gave Ceftius that terrible over- 
throw.bein«; by this time returned to TerufalemnCii- 
dcavourcd,by every means, fair and foul, to engage 
as many of the Romans as they could in their party . 
Upon this they had a meeting in the temple? for the 
election of oiiicers for the Government of the war, 
as well as civil and ccclcilallical departments. They The jews 
declared Jofeph, the fon of Gorion,and A nanus. the ^|J^ vcr 
high-prieft. governors of ail affairs within the city, ihecity. 
recommending to their care, in a more efpecial man- 
ner, the rebuilding of rlieir v. alls. A s for Eleaza r, the 
fon of Simon, thougli he had in his poikilion a 
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mighty booty taken from tltc Romans, a con fid cr- 
ablc fum of money from Certius, and a mafs of pub- 
lic trcalurc to an immenfe value over and above, 
they did not think him worthy of having any com- 
lmflion conferred upon him, looking upon him as a 
man of an imperious, tyrannical difpofition, and 
upon his fpecious friends and confidents rather as 
guards than companions. But this did not prevent 
Eleazarfi-ominnnuatinghimfelfjbydegreesjintothe 
affections and eftcem of the people ; for he fo pre- 
vailed upon them by the popular means of money 
and addrefs, that, in their profeffed opinions, no 
man wa* fo well qualified for governor as himfelf. 



Governors 

are lent in- t 

toIJura.Ta J 

and other 
parts. 



The commanders they fent into Idmiirca were 



Jofephus, 
the hifto- 
ri.m, made 



governor 



and Eleazar, the fon of the new high-prieft ; at the 
fame time enjoining Niger, the prefent governor of 
that province, to obey their orders. This Niger, 
coming from Perea, beyond Jordan, was called Pe- 
raites. Nor did they negledt the care of other parts 
of the country. They fent Jofeph,the fon of Simon, 
to Jericho; Manafles to Perea; John, theE(Tence,to 
Thamna; while Lydda, Joppa, and Emmanus, were 
tobe governed in the form of toparchies. John, the 

fon of Ananias, was made governor of Gophnitis which, as they fent out one half of them tothe war, 

employed the other half in providing necefTaries,fo 



|| difciplinc of fignals, the points of war in the found 
of the trumpet, to diftinguifh an alarm, a charge inf^ 1 !'." 
and a retreat, the diJpolition or an army and form of 
battle, the order of bringing off or on, feconding SSr3 d 
the weak, or relieving the weary. He explained to 
them the nature and effects of fortitude,mental and 
corporeal,and whenever he treated on military fub- 
jedts, held forth the Roman difcipline as the grand 
inftance of authority and example. He told hisfol- 
diers,that,if they would lay a foundation for fucqefs 
in their military undertaking, they muft renounce * 
before-hand, all violence,robbcry, fraud, pilfering, 
and the like; that they muft dojuflice to all people 
without exception,norfeektoraifethemfclves upon 
the downfall of others; obferving,upon the whole, 
that a good confeience is the only real foundation 
of genuine courage. 

Jofephushad now raifedhis complement of forces! 
they confiftedoffixty thoufand foot, and two hun- 
dred and fifty horfe, and befides thefe four thoufand The 
five hundred mercenaries, with fix hundred fele& mountof 
men for the guard of his perfon. Thefe men were ^V 1 ^ 
no very great charge to the country, for all but the pim* 0 .*" 
mercenaries were maintained by the different cities, 



8 



d Jofcphus, the fon of Matth 

cimcw &cS overnor °f both Galilees, adding to the com- 
mand Gamala, the flxongeft place in the whole 
country. 



that one part wrought for the other ; and thofe 
that were in arms protected their purveyors 



He endea- 
vour* to 
acquire 



Thefe governors discharged their duty with ala- 
crity and prudence, according to the extent of their 
refpetftive coramiflions. The firft care of Jofephus, 
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popuiarhy. when he came into Galilee, was to obtain the good- Charafter of John of Gifchala. He obtains the con- 



His plan of 
policy. 

He inftU 
tatcj a 



will of the people, an intereft which he knew to be 
mod conducive to the prcfervation of order and 
good government. He wasalfo confeious that the 
certain way to make great men his friends \vas,to ad- 
mit them to a (hare in the government; and that the 
molt effectual means to conciliate the eftecra of the 
multitude, was to employ natives, and popularin- 
ftruments in popular cafes. His plan was therefore- 
this; he felected a council of feventy out of the 

:ountiiof e ^ ers anc ' ableft men of the nation. To this coun- 
cventy. cil of feventy he committed the whole government 

of Galilee, under fome few reftridtions; appointing 
feven to every city, to hear and determine all com- 
mon caufes, in fuch manner and form as he had pre- 
scribed; refervingto himfelf the judgment of capi- 
tal caufes, and matters of greater importance. 

Having thus regula ted affairs a t home,fo far as re- 
la ted todomcftic policy, he took into consideration 
the neceflary means of fecuring his people from 
foreign injuries andinfults. Taking it for granted 
that the Romans would break into Galilee, he took 
care, in the firft place, to wall in all the defenfible 
cities, as Jotapata,Berfabee,Selamis, Pereccho, Ja- 

pha.Sigoh,Tarichec, and Tiberias, with the moun- 
tain Itabyr. He foVtified alfo the caves about the 
lake of Genezareth, in the Lower Galilee ; and in 
the Upper, Petra of the Achabarians, Seph, Jam- 
nith,and Mero; and Seleucir;Soganes, and Gamala, 
inGaulanitis. The people ofSepphorisbeingwealthy 
and warlike, had liberty to build their own walls. 
John, the fon of Levi, by order of Jofephus, walled 
in Gifchala. As to the reft of the caftles, they were 
fortified by the direction and affiftance of Jofephus 
himfelf* He collected an army out of Galilee of 
more than an hundred thoufand young men, and 
armed them with old weapons, which he had col- 
lected together, and prepared for them. 



fidence of Jofephus, and then abujes it. Raifes a f edi- 
tion againfi him. Jofephus is deferted by all his friends 
but four. His addrefs to the feditious Jews. He 
' gains upon the multitude, and thereby puts John upon 
other treacherous practices. Silas gives notice of it to 
Jofephus*) who hafiens away to Tiberias. John ccun- 

and 



narrowly 
Ml Ga- 



tcrfeits ficknefs. Jofephus fet upon 
efcapes. John is execrated for his perfidy, 
lilee reconciled to Jojephus. Terms of accommodation 
propofed and accepted. Secret plots againfi Jofephus. 
Four cities go over to the enemy; 
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HILE Jofephus was engaged in his admi- 
niftrationin Galilee, there ftarted up an ex- 
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The next thinp; that occured to him was the 

mighty power of Rome, and the means by which it 
became invincible, which evidently appeared to be 
their drift attention to military difcipline. Ob- 
ierving, therefore, that their readinefs in obeying 
orders was owing to the multitude of ^heir officers, 
lie made petitions in his army after the Roman 
manner, dividing and fubdividing officers of com- 
mand into feveral fubordinations. He had his offi- 
cers over tens,hunilreds,and thoufands,and all thefe 
fubjecied to 'other fuperiors. He taught them the 



traordinarykindof impoftor.He was a native ofGif* johnof 
chala, the fon of one Levi, and his name was John, 
Hepofiefled cunning and fraud in an extraordinary impoftor. 
degree, and was capable of the moft flagitious prac- 
tices. His poverty for a long time prevented the 
execution of his wicked defigns. Though he was a 
notorious liar himfelf, he was as credulous as thofe 
he impofed on. Fraud by him was eftimated a vir- 
tue, and his beft friends were the objects of his delu- 
fion. He made great pretence to hunlanity, butwas 
barbaroufly cruel -where he had hopes of gain. His 
ambition had no bounds, and the foundation of his 
hopes was laid in his crimes. He was fo naturally 
addi&ed to theft, that he acquired its various 
tricks, and particularly of alluring others,infoinuch 
that he collected accomplices, by degrees, till they 
amounted to a train of four hundred,in which num- 
ber there was not one irrefolutc man, or inexpert in 
the ufe of arms, fo fcrupuloufly careful was he in 
his choice for mental and corporeal qualifications. 
The greateft part of this band wasraifed from the 
villages and borders of Tyre. With this banditti, 
however, he made great ravages, and put many of 
thofe to the fword wholiad withdrawn upon the ap- 
prehenfion of a war. But he afpired to far greater 
things, and wanted only money to put himfelf at 
the head # of a well formed partyl 

When he found that Jofephus was greatly Hc infina- 
plcafcd with the activity of his difpofition, he em- j^jjjjjj" 
ployed his influence with him to obtain the fuperiu- thefavour 
tendance of the re-building the walls of Gif-^J^" 
chala, upon which pretence he drew large fums of 
money in contributions from all the citizens of pro- 
perty. He had then recourfe to another invention, 

concerted with wondrousflirewdnefs. He procured 
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bidding them exprefsly to fend any oil into the bor- 
dering parts, but of the produce of their own na- 
tion. Upon this prohibition John engrofled the 
oil, and fold it again at eight times the price it coft 

him. 

Thisbeingaplentifulycar, and Galilee a country 
abounding with oil, the monopoly which he prac- 
tifed in fending fo much abroad, where there was a 
great fcarcity, brought an incredible fum of money 
into his coffers, which credit he converted after- 
wards to the mifchief of his benefa&or. Perfuaded 
at this time, if he could once overthrow Jofephus, 
he fhould himfelf obtain the government of Gali- 
lee, he gave it in charge to the ruffians under his 
command to harrafs the inhabitants more and 
more, which would either exafperate the people 
into pradtifes upon his perfon, if he controulcd 
them, or elfe expofe him to accufations and com- 
Eodcavoars plaints, if he let them alone. As an introduction to 
toinflarac ],; s defign, he caufed a report to be circulated far 
Ig!mft°j^ and near, that Jofephus was in a plot to betray the 
fcphus. province to the Romans j and many other ftrata- 

gems did he contrive to effedt his ruin. 

There was at that time a party of young men of 
the village of Dabarith, who kept guard on the 
great plain ; and as Ptolemy, king Agrippa's and 
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" Hut (addreffin*; himfelf to the people of Tari- 
tc chce) confidering the defcncelefs Icatc of your 
ic city without walls, your own inability to rebuild 
" them, and the avidity with which the people of 
cc Tiberias, and fcveral other cities, have beheld 
this prize, I thought I could not do better than 
" increafe it for the accomplilhment of folauda- 
" ble a purpofe. If you agree with me in opinion; 
" you are bound in honour to juftify me in what I 
cc have done ; if othervvife, I am ready to lay all 
" that 1 have taken at your feet, to be difpofed of 
<c at your pleafure." r 

The people of Tsyichee loudly applauded this SSuof 
fpecch ; but thofe of Tiberias loaded him with ca- tbcf P eccl1 ' 
lumnies, menaces, and reproaches, and their rage 
and animofity became fiercer, than ever; In the 
heat of their divifion, however, they declined their 
quarrel with Jofephus, and entered into a warm 
conteft one with another. 

■ 

When Jofephus found he had fecured the people 
of Tarichee in his intereft, (who amounted to near 
forty thoufand,) he addreffed them with more free- 
dom, pointed out to them their error, and aflured 
them that, for his part,he was abfolutely for employ- 
ing the money they had in the fortification of the 
town. He recommended to them to leave to him 
the care of the other cities alfo, afTuring them, if 



queen Berenice's fteward, was travelling that way, they would follow his dire&ion, nothing fliould be 
fet upon him, and took away all his boxes and bag- wanting towards the charge of the work 



gage, to a great value, in rich robes, filver plate, 
and fix hundred pieces of gold. This was a prize 
not to be concealed, fo that they carried it whole as 
it was to Jofephus at Tarichee, who checked them 
for the violence they had offered to the king' and 
queen, and ordered the booty to be depofited in the 
charge ofone Eneas, an eminent man of that city, 
Ana&ot and to be forth coming upon demand. This a6t of 
fS^juftice had well nigh coft Jofephus his life ; for 
i* when the pillagers came to underftand that they 

were excluded from all fhare in the prey, and that 
the governor referved it entirely for the king's 
ufe, they ran through all the neighbouring cities 
and villages, exclaiming that Jofephus had be- 
trayed them. 

€ieatnnra- This outcry raifed fuch an uproar, that, by day- 
bcririfc light next morning, there was a body of an hundred 
fcphu?/ 0 " thoufand people affembled, who ran to the Circus 

at Tarichee, exclaiming againft Jofephus ; fome 
being for depofing, fome for ftoning, and others 
for burning him as a traitor. The tumult at the 
fame time was encouraged by John* and Jefus, the 
Heisde- fon of Sepphas, who were magiftrates of Tiberias, 
rifafour T h* s violent outrage of the people threw the attend- 
pcrfoas. ants and guards of Jofephus into fuch a conftcrna- 

tion, that all but four perfons deferted him* He 
was at that time in a foundfleep ; and as they were 
juft fetting fire to the houfe his four friends waked 
him. Jofephus maintained an extraordinary degree 
of compofure, nor difcovered the leaft emotion, ei- 
ther at the number of his enemies, or thedefertion 
of his friends, but frankly prefented himfelf to the 
view of the people in rags and aflies, with his hands 
behind him, and his fword about his neck. This 
generous conftancy moved hisfriencls, and efpeci- 
ally thofe of Tarichee, to the higheft degree of 
commiferation. But the favagemob, both of the 
town and country, to whom his government feemed 
"~ burthenfbme, reviled him for his treachery and op- 
preflion, calling upon him, again and again, to re- 
ftorethe money, and confefs the £a&. They con- 
cluded in fine, from his habit and behaviour, that 
he was now difpofed to declare the truth, and that 
with a view of obtaining both pardon and pity. 
Under thefecircumftances he thought it moft expe- 
dient to divide his enemies, and fet them at variance, 
and to this end promifed them afrankconfeffion of 
the whole matter ;fo that having obtained an hear- 
iug, he fpoke to this effedt : 



This carried fo fair a face, that part of the muti- 
neers, though ftill diffatisfied, withdrew ; but, at 
the fame time,another party of two thoufand armed 
men advanced furioufly towards Jofephus, who es- 
caped into the houfe, while the rioters ftood pref- ' 
fing and menacing without. Jofephus was now {° r [^ u 
under a neceffity of having recourfe to another in- himieit 
vention : he went up to the top of the houfe,* and ft^j^ 
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u I neither did intend to fend this money back 
" again to Agrippa, or to convert it to my own 
" ufe ; as it never was my defign to court the friend- 
u fhip of any prince that was inimical to you, or 
" propofe to myfelf any benefit to your prejudice. 



the uproar fubfided a little, thus addreffed them : 
u I cannot underftand the drift of your delire, nor 
u is it polfible for us to underftand each other in this 
u confufion of noife. I ftand here ready to fulfil 
" your commands, if you will depute any perfori to 

" come to me, that we may treat on the matter 
<c with compofure and temper." 

Upon this propofal fome of the leaders repaired 
to Jofephus, were admitted into the houfe, taken 
into a remote quarter, and there fcourged with the 
utmoft feverity . The rabble thought they had wait- 
ed long enough at the door for the iflue of the con- 
ference, imputing the delay to fome difficulties in 
the cafe, when, on a fiiddcn, the doors were thrown 
open, and the commidioners difiiiifTed in their 
bloody hue after the flagellation, which ftruck the 
people with fuch terror, that thofe who wete higheft 
in their menaces before, were the firft to caft 
down their arms, and betake themfelves to flight. 

This difappointment fo mortified and exafperated 
JohnagainlrJofcphuSjthat he concerted other prac- 
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hot baths at Tiberias for the recovery of his health. 
Jofephus, upon this, gave him recommendatory let- 
ters to the governor of the city, to afford him affift- 
ance in what might be requilite for his accoinhio- 
dation,without the leaft fufpicion of treachery; But 
John was no fobner poffefled of the advantages he 
defired, than he tampered with fome, and corrupted 
others with money and fair words, to abandon Jofe- 
phus. When Silas, who, at that time, had charge 
of thecity, receivedinformation of this practice, he 
forwarded advice of it to Jofephus, who, upon the 
very infant of receiving the letter, (though late at 
night,) haftencd away for Tiberias, and arrived j ofephuj 
thither early the next morning. The people in ge- j$ocsu>tu 
neral received him with the utmoft deference, John 
only excepted, who fufpe£ted the matter, and the 
fa&ion which hehad.corruptcd. He fenthim, how- 
ever^ complimentary excufe for not clbing himfelf 
the honour of waiting upon him, pretending to be 
confined through ficknefs. The people of Tibe- 
rias were now afiembled by order of Jofephus, with 
an intent to acquaint them of the advice he had 
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received. John, having notice of it, lent a band 
of bra von to clcttroy liini ; but, at the inftatu of 
tlfciiulrawiiigtIich«iwords,thc people gave a fhrick, 
and Jofephus taking the alarm, when the weapons 
were jtift at his throat, leaped down from a Hand- 
fVinrro'v'-ing of fix. cubits high, which he had mounted for 
\y *fcA;>cj, harangue, and made his efcape to a little boat 

upon the lake, with only two of his guards to pro- 
tect him. 



The foldiers immediately betook thcmfclves.to 
their v arms, to avenge their general upon thefe trai- 
tors. But Jofcphus, fearful left a civil war lliould 
be raifed by the envy of a few nic?i,and involve the 
city in ruin, fent a meflenger to liis people, with a 
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politive command to proceed no farther with the 
traitors than was neceffary for their own preferva- 
' tion ; and they accordingly followed his orders with 
the ftricteft pun&uality. 

■ 

When the rumour of the plot, and the author of 
it, was fpread throughout the country, the people 
ailembledin great multitudes, and went in queft of 
John ; but he prevented their deiign by flying to 
Gifchala, his native place. The cities of Galilee 
went over in general to Jofephus upon this occalion, 
and with them many thoufands of armed men, who 
ottered their beft fervices againft John, whom they 
reviled as a traitor, and the common enemy of 
mankind, and declared him deferving of being 
committed to the flames, with the city that pro- 
tected him. Jofephus aflured them that he was 
highly fenfible of their kindnefs and good-will, 
but inclined to moderate proceedings where the 
cafe would admit, as he had rather fave an enemy 
by candour and prudence, than deftroy them by 
force. He declared, however, at the fame time, 
that he would wifh to find every man out of the 
refpecTtivc cities excepted by name from pardon, 
his goods confifcated, and his family deftroyed, 
who lliould not, in five days after the publication 
of fuch a decree, abandon the intereft of John, and 
return to his allegiance. 

The heads of feveral cities were unanimous in the 
promotion of thefe conditions : proclamation was 
made in form, and all things purfuant duly exe- 
cuted. This declaration brought over three thou- 
fand of John's party, who call themfelves and their 
arms at the feet of Jofephus. But John, with the 
remainder, which confifted of abouta thoufand Sy- 
rian fugitives, betook himfelf to fecret practices, 
when he found he could not carry his point by open 
attempts. Ke fentprivateemiflariesto Jerufalemto 
calumniate Jofephus for extravagantlevies, and in- 
finuatethat he would foon become tyrannical, un- 
lefs reftrained by a fuperior power. The people in 
gen eral difregard ed this intimation ; but fome of the 
leading men fupplied John with money towards 
maintaining the conteft with Jofephus. Nay, they 
even pafled a decree for re-calling him from his go- 
vernment ; nor did they think that decree fufficient, 
but fent a detachment of two thoufandfive hundred 
armed men, and four perfons, eminent as lawyers 
and orators, in order to fupplant Jofephus in the 
credit he had with the people. They were directed 
to offer him no violence, if he would come away 
by fair means ; but, in cafe of refufal, to treat him 
as an enemy. Thefe commiflioners were Joazar, 
the fon of Nomicus ; Ananias, the fon of Sadduc j 
and Simon and Judas, the fons of Jonathas. 

The friends of Jofephus gave him intelligence 
that an army wascoming againft him ; but the de- 
fign of the enemy was kept fo clofe, they could not 
form the leaft judgment of it. For this caufefour 
foot cities cities immediately revolted from him : thefe were 

or Galilee • 

revolt from Sepphoris j Gamala, Gifchala, and Tiberias ; but he 
jofephus. foon recovered them without bloodfhed. Four of 

the principal men he had taken, both for arms and 
counfel, he fent back to Jerufalem, which enraged 
the people to fo violent a degree againft them, 
that, if they had notefcaped in time, they would 
have been all cut to pieces, both thofc who were 
fent, and thofe that fent them. 
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Tiberias again revolts^ and is recovered by a triable 
jlratagvm. The inhabitants ///. -render^ and fend //of 
tages for the perform >ince of articles. Ctytas does 
jnjlice to himfelf and cuts ojf the one hand with the 
oi/icr^ according to Jcutcncc. 




UIIING this time John was in fuch dread of 
Jofephus, that he kept himfelf clofe within ribcria 
the walls of Gifchala. Within a few days Tiberias ^n^'W 
revolted again, invited Agrippa to take poffefiion jofephu? 
of the town, and acknowledged him for their king. 
But, as he did not come at the time appointed, 
fbme Roman cavaliers appeared, and expelled 
Jofephus out of the city. When the news of this 
defertion reached Tarichee Jofephus was in a very 
embarrafled fituation, as he durft not venture him- 
felf alone among the whole body of the deferters, 
nor could heftay in town forfear of being furprized 
by the king's foldiers : befides, as the next day was 
the fabbath, no plan could be carried into execu- 
tion. Thus circumftanced, he found himfelf under Recovered 
a neceffity of circumventing the rcvolters by a ta^m"" 
ftratagem. He ordered the gates of Tarichee to 
be alllhutandguarded, to prevent any intelligence V 
being conveyed to Tiberias of his defign. Upon < 
this he caufed all the veflels in the lake to be got 
together, to the number of two hundred and thirty, 
and four men to be put in each of them. With 
thefe vefTels he failed early in the morning for Ti- 
berias. When he was advanced within fuch a 
diftance of the town that they might cafily difcern 
the number of the fleet, without diftinguifhing ,: 
what men they had on board, he ordered all the vcf- 
fels to come to anchor, and ftay behind, while him- 



felf, with only feven of his guards, and thofe un- 
armed, rowed up towards the town within view of 
the place. His adverfaries were ftill rcvilinp* him 
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from the walls ; but, upon fight of him in this fitu- 
ation, and taking for granted that the vefTels were Theinha- 1 
full of men, they thrcw.down their arms in con- bi ; an "°f 
fternation, and, by tokens of the moft fubmlfllve AiSo 
interceflion, befoughthim to fpare the city. jofephu. ~ 

Jofephus uttered terrible menaces ag 
and reproached, that, when they took up arms a- 
gainft the Romans, they fliould fpend their force 
beforehand in civil diflcntions, and do that which 
their enemies defired above all things ; that, be- «« 
fides, they fhould endeavour fo haftily to feizeupon 
him who took care of their fafety j and had not 
been alhamed to fhut the gates of their city againft | 
him who built their wails. He, however, told ■£ 
them, he would admit of fuch interceflion from 
them^ as he could enter upon terms with for the 
fecurity of the city. 

Upon this they difpatched ten of their principal 
men as deputies, whom Jofephus ordered to be put 
onboard a veflel, and conveyed fome diftance from 
the city. He fent afterwards for fifty of the prin- 
cipal fenators as a farther fecurity for the perform- 
ance of theconditions ; and fo proceeded, upon one 
pretence or other, till he had the whole fenateinhis 
hands, to the number of fix hundred perfons, be- 
fides two thoufand of the inhabitants, who, as fart: 
as the veflels could be filled, were all conveyed to 
Tarichee, and there kept in cuftody. 

The people now exclaimed againft Clytus as the 
author and ringleader of this tumult, defirine: To- 
lephus to make him an example, and to accept or cufedas 
his punifliment for fatisfa-ition. Jofephus hail no $*£! lho '' 
defign ofputtinganj'man to death ; but, however, revolt, 
on the fupplication of the people, he ordered Levi, 
one of the guards, to cut off both the hands of 
Clytus. The foldier durft not venture upon the 
execution in fuch a crowd of enemies ; on which 
Jofephus was inclined togoonfhore, and do it him- 
felf. Clytus, perceiving this, entreated Jofephus 
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content himfclf with one of his hands* The re- u to the cxcrcifc of arms. In thU confuted &&tt of 



qacft was granted, upon condition that he himfclf 
fhould cut it off. Clytus drew out his fword, and 
lefoiocion w ith his right hand cut off the left. Such was the 
rfCiyTOi. awc j n which Jofephus was held : and thus was 

Tiberias recovered by Jofephus, feyen foldiers, and 
a number of empty vefTels. 

Not many days after this, upon the revolt of Sep- 
phoris, and fome other cities, Jofephus gave his 
foldiers the plunder of that place and Gifchala; 
but, upon application of the inhabitants, he caufed 
-reftitution to be made of all they could difcover ; 
and the like at Tiberias ; propofing, at the fame 
time, to chaftize and oblige them. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

The inhabitants of Jerufatem prepare for war. Ravages 

and cruelties of Simon ^ the fan of Gioras. 

THUS were the difturbances of Galilee quieted, 
and the Jews no fooner ceafed the profecution 
of civil diffentions, than they applied thcmfclves to 
T AUrc£ot making preparations for a war with the Romans, 
w*r. Ananus, the high-prieft, and the men of power in 

Jerufaiem, that flood inoppoiition to the Romans, 
both repaired the walls, and procured numbers of 
warlike implements, fuch as darts, arrows, and the 
like- All hands were employed upon warlike pre- 
parations ; and the youth, in general, were trained 



affairs the more moderate and candid part of the 
people could not reft rain from lamentation at thtf 
pro(pe& of calamities to come 4 Thofe of a pacific! 
turn beheld with horror the difcord that prevailed J 
but public incendiaries were pledfed with the,ex|)ec-* 
tation of mifchief. The city, in fine, wore the af- 
pecS: of deftru&ion, before the Romans canle a- 
gainft it. Ananus contended for laying aflde thefrf 

preparations for a war, and endeavoured to bring 
them to reafon ; but he mifcarried in the attempt* 
a? will appear from the fequel of this narrative* 

■ Simon, the fon of Gioras, was, at this tin^e* at 
the head of a band of freebooters* who lived upon Ravage* at 
the Ipoil in the toparchy of Acrabatena, where j^*°^ fh * 
they not only plundered great mens houfes,- but Gioro. 
injured their perfons alfo, and treated the maftets 
themfelves with the greateft ignominy, erterdfing, 
indeed, the moft barefaced tyranny. He went oh 
in this lawlefs manner till he was forced, by the 
troops fent againft him by Ananus, and other ru- 
lers, to retire with the fmall party he had remain- 
ing to Maflada, where he continued till Ananus, 
and his other adverfaries, Were cut off* He made 
fuch ravages in Idumsea and its environs, and com* 
nutted fuch horrid outrages, that, for the fecurity 
of the country, government was under aneceffity 
of putting garrilons into the very villages. This 
was the ftate of affairs in Judcea at this juncture. 
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CHAP. I. 

Inflances of the vanity and oftentation of the emperor 
Nero. DiftraSled Jlate of the Roman affairs. Nero 
appoints Vefpafian to the government of Syria. His 
qualifications for fuch a truft. Vejpafian^ and his fon 
. Titus , draw together a powerful army. The defeat 
of Ceflius render the Jews rafb and infolent. They 
advance towards AJkalon. The armies engage^ and 
the Jews are totally routed^ as incompetent to vie with 
the Romans. Great Jlaughter of the Jews upon two 
feveral occafions. Niger ^ their general^ preferved in 

a wonderful manner. The inhabitants of Sepphoris 
are friendly to the Romans. 

HENNero was informed of the illfuo 
ccfsof theRoman arms injudsea, aeon- 
fternation and terror, as is ufiial upon 
fuch occafions, felluponhim; though 
he openly affe&ed unconcern, intimating,that what 
had happened was rather owing to the negligence 
of the commander than to any valour of the enemy. 
It feems he thought it becoming him, who bore the 
burthen of the whole empire, to contemn fuchmif- 
fortunes, which he pretended to do, as poffeffing a 
foul fuperior to all the cafualties of fortune. But, 
after all this oftentation of invincible courage, his 
folicitude for the want of a general equal to the 
neceffitiesof the empire was plain and evident; for 
the eaft was now wavering and falling off; the Jews 
were in deep rebellion already ; other nations prepa- 
red to revolt ; and the ftate of affairs univerfally 
perplexed. The great points neceflary to be at- 
tended to, were to keep the one quiet, reduce the 
other, and prevent the feditious fpiritof the third 
from tainting the whole body. Vefpafian was the 
inftrument pitched upon as the only perfon Nero 

deemed competent tothedifcharge of fo important 
a truft. He was now advanced in years, and had 
been exercifed during the whole courfe of his life in 
military exploits. This was the man that fettled the 
peace of the empire in the weft, upon the revolt of 
the Germans. 



the conqueft of Britany, which before was neither 
perfe&ly fubdued or known ; and he prefented his^^i 
father Claudius with the honour of a triumph forworn. ' 
it, without any danger or fatigue of his own. Con- 
fidering Vefpafian under allthefecircumftances,his 
years, refolution, faith; and conduft, the children 
he had, (hoftages for his fidelity,) together with 
other incidental matters in favour of the empire, 

Nero was induced to conftitute him general of his vcrnor of 

forces in Syria. For his further encouragement, ^ 
his commilfion was accompanied with many fair 
words and alluring promifes, according to the cuf- 
torn of the world. in an hour of neceffity. 

Vefpafian had no fooner received his commiflion ^Jj^ 
from Nero, in Achaia, than he difpatched his fon draw togc 
Titus for Alexandria, to draw off the fifth and^* 
tenth legions there ; while he himfelf crofted the»oy. 
Hellefpont, and fo made his way by land into Sy- 
ria, where he came to a rendezvous with all the Ro- 
man troops, and the auxiliaries fent in by the prin- 
ces bordering upon that province. 

The Jews, in the mean time, were fo tranfported 
withthe unexpected advantage they had gained over 
the Romans under Ceftius, that they behaved in the 
moft extravagant manner, carrying on the war be- 
yond all the bounds of moderation and prudence. 
They colle&ed with expedition a multitude of their maich to- 
moft hardy troops, and marched towards Afkalon, 
an ancient city, diftant near 5^0 furlongs from 
Jerufalem. They ever had an averfion to the inha- 
bitants of this place, and therefore made choice of 
it for their firft attack. They had for their leaders 
three celebrated commanders ; Niger, of Perea; 
Silas, a Babylonian; and John, an Eflcne ; men e- 
minent for fagacity and refolution. 

Afkalon had a wall of prodigious ftrength, if 
there had been but men to defend it; the whole gar- 
rifon confiftingonly of one company of foot, and a TheRo- 
troop of horfe, under the command of Anthony. 
The Jews were impatient till they came to blows cngag e the 
with the Romans, and therefore marched with more Jew- 
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This was the man who compleated than ordinary expedition to fall upon them by f«r- 
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prize* But Anthony, being apprized of it, had 
drawn his horfe out of the town before hand, to be 
in rcadinefs for the encounter, without being inti- 
midated either by their numbers or their courage. 
Upon their advance, he received their charge with 
great bravery, and fo put a flop to their progrefs 
towards the walls of the town. The Romans, 
through the advantage of veteran horfe to foot, or- 
der to confufion, troops well appointed to people 
without arms, counfel and conduct againit rage 
r »- and paflion, and men, in fine, of obedience and re- 
U^eft fignation, againft a loofe headftrong multitude, 
1 jnadeno difficulty of putting the Jewsto the rout; 

for their firft ranks were no fooner broken by the 
Roman horfe, than they fled feveral ways ; fome 
towards the town, where they were crufhed to 
death by crowds of their own people ; while others 
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fafcty, and being fcnfible of the formidable po-'er. 
of the Romans, without ftaying for,the arrival of 
Vcfpafian, to fhew their good affe&ion to the go- 
vernment, they had, by anticipation, proinifcd as 
much to Ceftius Gallus, receiving a garrifon from 
him, acknowledging him for their governor, and 
binding themfclves to fervc him even againft tlieir 
own countrymen. Vcfpafian granted them, at their 
requeft, fuch a body of horfe and foot for a gar- 
rifon, asmightbeafufficient fecurity againft incur- 
fions, if the Jews fliould make any fuch attempt. 
Scpphoris, indeed, being the largeft and ftrongeft. 
city of all Galilee, Vefpafian judged it a matter of 
high importance to have it in good hands; 

CHAP. II. 
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were fcattered all over the plain, with the Roman 1 Defcriptioh of Galilee^ Samaria^ and Judaea. Divi- 



cavalry, at their back, and fpacious room for the 
horfe to play in. Thefe circumftances greatly fa- 
voured the Romans,and occafioned the flaughter of 
great numbers of the Jews ; as which way foever 
they fled, the Romans were upon them, overtak- 
ing fome, crofting others, while they^ furrounded 
many, and difpatched them with their darts. In 
this calamitous ftate of defperation their vaft mul- 
titudes were no more than fo many fingle men ; and 
the Romans, greatly fluftied with victory, out of 
their fmall number had enough to fpare. The 
Jews, on the other hand, as they were afhamedof 
having turned their backs, fo they did all that was 
poflible towards the recovery of their honour : but 
the Romans, in the courfe of their fuccefs, without 
wearinefs or intermiftion, purfucd their vi<ftory 
the greateft part of the day, killed ten thoufand 
Jews upon the (pot, two of their generals, John 
and Silas, being of the number. The reft were 
molHy hurt, and made their efcape, with Niger, 
their only furviving general, to Salis, a town in 
Idumcea ; and during the whole conteft there were 
but few wounded on the Roman fide. 

But the Jews were fo far from defponding under 
fo great a calamity , that the lofTes they had fuftained 
feemed rather to have quickened their refolution 

This confidence entailed on 
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When they had paufed 
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a little, fcarccly long enough to drefs their wounds 
they got together, in the molt outrageous indig- 
nation, all the power they were able to make, and 
in a much greater body attempted Alkalon once 
again, under the fame difadvantages of want of 
fkill and difcipline, and with the fame fortune as 
before j for they fell unawares into an ambufti laid 
Egto ky Anthony in the way they were to pafs, where 
thoafaad they were befet, charged, and routed by the Ro- 
J ewsfla ! n man troops, before they could . put themfelves in 

order of battle. Eight thoufand wereflainupon the 
fpot. The reft got off with their general, Niger, 
who acquitted himfelf feveral times upon that occa- 
fion like a gallant officer : but the enemy purfuing 
them clofely, they were driven, for fan&uary, into 
aftrongcaftle,belongingtoavillagecalledBezedel. 
This caftle was deemed impregnable ; fo that An- 
thony, to bring matters to a fpeedy conclufion, 
fet fire to the fort, as the only means of deftjroying 
the caftle and the general at once* Upon this ex- 
ploit the Romans went their way triumphing and 
rejoicing, making no doubt but Niger was deftroy- 
ed in the flames. But it feems, to avoid the fire, he 
leapt down from the top of the caftle into a deep 
vault ; and as fome of his friends were fearching 
for hisbody, in order to give him a decent funeral, 
he prefented himfelf before them yet living, which 
tranfported the Jews out of an affliction almoft 
inconfolable into an excefs of joy, to find their 
commander delivercdby fofignal a providence. 

m Vefpafian being now come with his army to An- 
tioch, the capital of Syria, and, without difpute, 
for beauty and fituation, the third city of the Ro- 
man empire, he found king Agrippa with all his 
forces waiting his arrival. He pafled from thence 
to Ptolemais } in which city the inhabitants of Sep- 
phoris,atown of Galilee, were ready to attend him. 
Thefe peoplehad prudently provided for their own 
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Jion or diftributipn of Judaea. 

THERE are two Galilees, known by the names TwoGaU- 
of the Upper and the Lower Galilee, which ice*, 
are encdmpafl'ed by Phoenicia and Syria, They are Thc,r St- 



ation. 



bounded on the weft by. the city of Ptolemais and 
mount Carmel, formerly belonging to the Gali- 
leans, atprefent to the Tyrians. To this mountain 
adjoins Gaba, or the city of horfemcn^ fo called from 
the plantation of Herod's horfemen that fettled 
there upon their difiniflion. They are bounded, on 
the fouth by Samaria and Scythopolis, as far as 
theriver Jordan ; on tlieeaft by Hippcnc, Gadaris, 
and Gaulanitis, together with the borders of the 
kingdom of Agrippa ; and on the north by Tyre, 
and the frontiers of the Tyrians. 

The Lower Galilee extends in length from Tibe- 
rias to Zebulon, near Ptolemais on the fea-coaft. 
In breadth, from Xaloth, on the great plain, as 
far as Berfabe ; and there begins the breadth of 
the Upper Galilee, which extends as far as the vil- 
lage of Baca, that divides it from the territory of 
the Syrians. Its length is computed from Thella, 
a village near Jordan, to Meroth. 

Thefe two provinces are of large extent, and fur- 
rounded by feveral diftinA nations, but yet have strength 
ever been able to make powerful reliftanceupon all f f JSStaJ 
occafionsofcontroverfy ; for the Galileans are inur- 
ed to war from their infancy, and have been always 
very numerous. The menneither wanted courage, 
or the country provifions. Their foil is univer- 
fally rich and fruitful, and full of plantations bf 
trees of every kind, infomnch that it invites the 
hand of cultivation, and courts the cherifliing art 
of the hulbandman. The grounds are every where 
dreffed, and not a foot of it Hes unmanured. There ' 
are cities, towns, and villages in abundance, which, 
in fo plentiful a country, muft be populous ; for the 
inhabitants of the leaft of them are computed to 
amount in number to fifteen thoufand.- Though 
Galilee falls fliort of Perea beyond Jordaij, in point 
of magnitude, it is much fuperior to it in ftrength 
and value ; for, beftdes the fertility of the foil, 
every fpot is fo improved, that no ground is loft ; 
whereas that vaft track of land beyond Jordan is, 
in general, dry and barren, and not fo proper for 
corn, and the milder kind of fruits. In fome places, 
indeed, as Perea in particular the foil is more 
fruitful, and produces excellent fruits, which ap- 
pears from the vines, palm-trees, and other plants 
fcattered up and down the fields in great abun- 
dance and perfection. They are all watered and 
refreflied with torrents from the mountains, and 
with quick fprings in the feafon of exceffive heat; 

The length of Perea is from Machrerus to Pclla ; 
the* breadth from Philadelphia to Jordan ; with 
Pellaoii the north; the river Jordan on the weft; 
the land of the Moabites on the fouth ; and Arabia, 
Silbonitis, Philadelphia, and Gerafa, on the eaft. 

Samaria isfituatc betwixt Judsea and Galilee, be- tfefcrfprio* 
ginningat a village called Ginea upon the plain, and Wintry of 
extending to the toparchy of Acrabatena. The samar^. 
country is much of tne fame nature with that of Ju- 
daea, rich in foil, eafily tilled dnd manured, abound- 
ing in trees and autumnal fruits, both thofe ifrhich 
grovV wild, and thofe which are theeffcdt of culti- 
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ration. It isnaiurally dry, but amply fnppliecl with j 
fhowcrs. Tlic waters of thofefew rivers they have 
arc exceeding fwcet ; and, as they have excellent 
grafs, their cattle yield abundance of milk. But the 
fuperior advantage of thefe provinces is the incre- 
dible number of inhabitants. The boundary of 
Samaria and Judaea is Annath, other wife called the 
village of Borcseus. 

The fame village likewife bounds Judsea on the 
north. The length of it runs from the fouth fide to 

d Jordan. 



Jordan to J 

of Jerufale: 



Jcrufalem _ _ 

the middle ^ as been aptly denominated by fome the " Navel/' 
oFjJutea. or center of the province. Judsea wants nothing to 

render it as delightful as it is fruitful, and that by 
fea as well as land, as far as Ptolemais. 

S n ° f It is divided into eleven parts. Jerufale- 



pirc. Thefe legions were followed by eighteen 
cohorts* There came alfofive fromCefarea, with 
one troop of horfc, and five troops of horfe from 
Syria. Ten of thefe cohorts had a thoufand men 
each, and the reft fix hundred and thirteen, witl 
an hundred and twenty horfemcn. There was alft 
a confidcrable number of auxiliaries from neigh- 
bouring princes, as Antiochus, Agrippa, and So^ 
hemus, each of whom contributed two thoufancf 
foot anxl a thoufand horfe. MSlichus, king. of Ara- 
bia, fent five thoufand foot,moftly armed with bows 
and arrows, and a thoufand horfe : fo that thewhole 
army, including the auxiliaries fent by the refpec- 
tive princes, amounted to fixty thoufand horfc and 
foot j befides the train of baggage and fervams 
that followed the camp, who had been fb trained 
to military exercifes, that they could fcarccly be 
diftinguiflied from the profeffed foldiers. 

The policy of the Romans, in thus training their 
fervants, cannot be too much admired, or tod 



as the fovereign head of all the reft, is called em- II clofely imitated, as it renders them, at the fame 



phatically the royal city. The other ten are diftri- 
buted into as many toparchies. Gophna is the fe- 
cond ; and then Acrabatena, Tamma, Lydda,Em- 
maus, Pella, Idunuea, Engedi, Herodion, and Je- 
richo. The neighbouring countries are under the 
jurifdidiion of Jamnia and Joppa j as Gamala, 
Gaulanitis, Batanea, and Trachon, are comprized 
in the kingdom of Agrippa. This country, which 
is inhabited by the Syrians and Jews promifcuouf- 
ly, extends in breadth from mount Libanus, and 
the fources of Jordan, to the lake erf Tiberias j and 
in length from the village of Arphas as far as Ju- 
lias. Thus have we, with all poffible brevity, def- 

cribed the country of Judasa, with its boundaries 
and confines. 



CHAP. III. 

efpa/iau feuds relief to the people of Seppkoris under 
the command of Placidus. Jofephus. attacks SeppAo* 
ris^ but is fr uprated in his attempt. Galilee is mife- 
rably A arrayed. Titus ctmes wit A a great army to 
Ptolemais. TAe order of the Roman discipline . The 

mcamping and decamping. TAe 
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Vefpafian 
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fiftance to 
the Sep- 
pho rites. 



THE auxiliaries fent by Vefpafian to the relief 
of the people of Sepphoris, being a thoufand 
horfe and fix thoufand foot, were diftributed, after 
drawing them up on the great plain, into two divi- 
fions. The horfe continued in the camp ; but the 
footwere quartered within the walls,for the fecurity 
of the city. They made daily excurfions up and 
down the adjacent parts, which, though they com- 
mitted no ad: of hoftility, either by aflault or fur- 
prize, was very difgufting to Jofephus and his men. 
Befides, they pillaged all the places which were out 
of the liberty of the city, and intercepted all the 
inhabitants thatdurfl venture out of the gates. 

ihfSared Upon this account Jofephus made a bold attempt 
in an at- upon the city ; but finding, to his coft, that he him- 

"ep P P horT felf ' before his going off from the Galileans, had 

made the place almoft impregnable againft himfelf, 
and that it was not to be gained from the Seppho- 
rites by any means, »he dropt his enterprize. This 
pra&ice, however, as the Romans deemedit highly 
treacherous, rendered the war much fiercer, and 
the enemy more outrageous than before ; depopu- 
lating the country, night and day, with fire and 
fword ; pillaging whatever they could lay their 
hands on j putting all to death, without mercy, 
where they found refiftance, and making flaves of 
the reft. Galilee, in fine, was one tremendous fcene 
Galilee i* of fire and blood, not exempt from any kind of ca- 
mifcrabiy lamity, with no refuge left but the places which 

Jofephus himfelf had fortified. 



harraile 



1 



9 



Titns bring* Titus was by this time come up to Vefpafian at 
fn?orce- e " P to lemais, with the troops he brought from Alex- 
men t to andria ; and his arrival was much fooner than could 
Vcfpiuan. j iave b een expected from a winter's march. He 

then joined the fifteenth, fifth, and tenth legions, 
1 which were reputed the choiceft troops of the em- 



time, not only ufeful to private families, blit alfo 
to the commonwealth, in the important particulars 
of war and government. Whoever attends to the 
excellency of the Roman difcipline in military mat- 
ters, will find that fortune had the leaft fharein the 
fuccefs of their arms, and that they advanced them- the r 0 ^ 
felves to the command of the world upon thefoun- 4 ^ 
dation of their own honour and virtue. They were 
not to learn the art of war when they were under a 
neceflity of exercifing it ; but they made it their 
practice in times of peace, and handled their arms 
with as much eafe as if they were their conftant h 
appendages. Peace and war were in every ref- 
pecl the fame to them, and they were ever inrea- 
dinefs for all occurrences, times, and feafons. 
Their very trials of ftill refembled real combats: 
not a day pafied but every man went through all 
his exercifes, which kept them in difpofition and 
in breath. By thefe means they were always in 
order, without feeling the inconveniencies either 
of fear or fatigue. Their exercifes are effectively 
combats without drawing blood, as their fierceit 
encounters are but bloody exercifes. 

To fecure themfelvcs from furprize, when enter- 
ing into an enemy's country, the firft thing they wp\ 
do is to pitch and fortify their camp, not flightly 
or diforderly, but with regard to the fituation and 
condition of the place, levelling the ground where 
it is uneven, and making it in form refembling a 
quadrangle. To difpatch the execution of this' 
bufinefs, they have their fmiths, carpenters, 
pioneers, and other workmen for fortificati- 
ons, to attend the army. The inner part of the 
camp is diftributed into quarters, or lodgments, 
for the officers and foldiers. The outfide bears the 
refemblance of a wall, where they raife turrets atan 
equal diftance one from another. In the intervals 
they have all forts of weapons to be ufed at a dif- 
tance, as darts, arrows, (tones, &c. as well as in- 
ftruments and machines for cafting them. -The 
camp has four large gates, for horfe and foot to 
pafs and repafs at pleafure. On the in fide there are 
feveralftreets, orderly difpofed, with lodgments in 
the middle for the principal officers ; and within 
them a tent eredledfor the general, after the form 
of a little temple ; a market-place, with fhopsand 
{landings for artificers and tradefmen ; courts of 
juftice and tribunals, for the hearing ofcaufes, 
civil and military ; fo that 5 upon a general view, it 
looks like a city rebuilt on a fudden, fo wonderful 
is the difpatch where there are great matters to di- 
rect, and many hands to execute. If occafion re- 
quires, a trench is drawn round the whole, whofc 
depth is four cubits, and its breadth equal. 

When they have thus fecured themfelves, they live' 
together in a kind of military brotherhood, orderly 
and peaceably one with another. Upon any occa- 
fion of'foraging, they go out in parties : and as for 
their times of repaft, they do not eat fingly 5 butftap- 
tedly,and all together ;and the trumpet diredtsthem 

when to fleep, when to rife, and when to fet the 
watch ; fo that they do nothing bntby rule and com- 
mand. In the morning the foldiers wait upon their 
officers, from whom they receive the word orfignal, 
and fuch other orders to be communicated to their 
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fubortUnatcfl as the occafion requires , to the end 
that every man may be iuftru&cd in his duty, and 
how to behave him f elfin action; how and when to 
fally out, or to retreat; and to do all things in order. 
The trumpet informs them when they arc to de- 
camp? and then they take up their tents, pack up 
uc3*?H' their baggage, and prepare to be gone. Upon the 

fecond founding they load their carriages,and ftand 
ready for motion. They then fet fire to the camp, 
which may be cafily repaired by throwing up ano- 
ther, while it prevents the enemy from taking an 
advantage. Upon the third founding the army 
marches, and all poflible care is taken to prevent 
ftragglcrs, and to move every man in his rank. 

On the right hand of the general (lands the herald , 
who, with an audible voice,puts the que/Hon thrice 
over to the army, whether they are ready for battle? 
The foldiers, in martial tone and a&ion, return for 
anfwer thrice in the affirmative. Nay, they often 
prevent the very demand, by ftrctching forth their 
right hands, and giving other tokens ofjoyandfa- 
tisfaftion, in hopes of coming to that iflue. After 
this the army advances with order and compofure, 
as if in the face of the enemy. 

The footmen are armed with breaft-plates and 
head-pieces, and have fwords on each fide; but the 
fvvord on the left fide is much longer than the 
other. Thofe that are chofen from the reft to be 
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order* of their fupcriora, in contempt of all diffi- 
culty and danger. 

When they come to the . encounter, and a battle 
is once rcfolvcd upon, they are not at all felicitous 
as to the number of the enemy, or the danger of the 
pafles, but break through all obftacles, and think 
themfelvcs fure of the vidlory before the firft on- 
fct. If their counfels arc thus guided by political Difcfolme 
maxims, and executed with a proportionable dc-^^ f 
gree of vigour, what wonder is it, to behold the thefuccef# 
Roman empire give laws to theuniverfe,and extend ^^mt^ 
itfelf as far as the Euphrates on the eaft, the ocean 
on the weft, the fertile climes of Africa on the 
fouth, and the Rhine and Danube on the north ? 
And yet, after all, the dominion feems too narrow 
for the great fouls of the pofTefTors. 

Ihave not recounted thefe particulars from a mo- 
tive of writing a panegyric in honour of th eRomans, 
but by way of confolation to thofe who have been 
obliged to fubmit to their all conquering arms, and 
to divert rafh innovators and male-con tents from ab- 
fiird and fruitlefs attempts. This fummary of the 
Roman military difcipline will alfo afford a very 
inftru&ive leflbn to fuch as may be difpofed to en- 
ter into a martial life. 



CHAP. IV. 



about the general have a lance and buckler ; and Placidus breaks into Galilee. Attempts to take Jot apa~ 



all the reft pikes and long bucklers, a faw, a bafket, 
a pick-axe, a hatchet, a rein, a fey the, a chain, and 
bread for three days ; fo that the men carry little 
lefs burthen than the beafts. 

Thehorfemen wearlongfwordsgirtto theirright 
fides. They carry a lance in their hands; a buckler 
in a fcarf hanging acrofs the horfe's fide; a quiver, 
with three or more darts upon it, broad pointed, 
and about the length of a fhort javelin. Their hel- 
mets are like thofe of the foot. The arms of the ca- 
villers, that attend the perfon of the general, are 
the fame with the reft, only being chofen by lot, the 
fuccefsful troop has the precedence. 

This is the Roman mode of marching and en- 
camping, with the various manners of their arming. 
They do nothing, in their military enterprizes and 
combats, that is rafh and inconfiderate ; but their 



ta^ but is repuljed. 

WHILE Vefpafian remained with his fon Ti- piaddat 
tusatPtolemais, he gave allneccflary orders ^fions'in- 
for the fupply and government of the army; and in «> Galilee, 
this interval Placidus made an inroad into Galilee, 
over-ran the whole country, took a great number 
ofprifbners, and put many of them to the fword. 
Thefe were a timorous, pufillanimous people ; but 
the more daring Galileans took fandluary in the 
cities, and other ftrong holds, that J ofephus had for- j*^^ 
tified. Placidus, obferving this,refolved to fet upon 
them by aflault, and to begin with Jotapata, the 
ftrongeft place they hadjinakingno doubt of carry- 
ing it upon the firft attack by furprize, acquirin 
a reputation among the reft of the generals, an 
opening a way to the taking of other places, as the 
very example of Jotapata would foon intimidate 
the reft to make a furrender. But Placidus was 





a&ions are the refult of deliberate councils, by j much miftaken in his conje&ure ; for the inhabi- 



tants, being apprized of his defign, and that he was 
already upon his march, went out of the city to en- 
counter him, and falling upon the Romans un- 
awares, with a confiderable body,and in high fpirits, 
as deeming their country, wives, children, and all at 
ftake, they put them to the rout ; but killed only i JrC p ulft4 
feven of them, they being well armed, and making 
an orderly retreat. Of the Jews there were only 
three flain, and fome few wounded; for being light 
armed, they were obliged to throw their weapons 
from a great diftance, without venturing a confliA 
at clofe quarters ; and upon this repulfe Placiiius 
took his departure. 

CHAP. V. 

■ 

Vefpafian comes from Ptolemqis into Galilee. Defcrip^ 
tion of the order of his march. Shews Aimf elf to the 
Galileans. J ofephus is deferted by his foldiers^ gives 
up the conteft, and withdraws to Tiberias. 

\ 7ESPASIAN, being refolved upon an incurfion 



which means either their failings are few, or the 
that happen are eafily redrefTed: for, provided that 
matters are well digefted, it is more eligible to fuf- 
fer difappointment from the ill fuccefs of a well- 
grounded enterprize, than become indebted to for- 
tune for an advantage gained from an ill concerted 
plan. Thefe blind events give perfous an ill habit 
of abandoning all to chance,without any precaution 
or forefight-, whereas men become wifer and better 
for inftru&ive examples, even in cafes of mifcar- 
riage, and have the confolation of having adled 
with propriety, though a calamity may have be- 
fallen them, which human prudence could not 
prevent. 

The conftant exercife of arms not only tends to 
ftrengthen the bodies of men, but to fortify their 
fouls for daring enterprizes. It is death, by the Ro- 
man martiiiffci w, for a foldier not only to defert his 
ftation, orbetrayhis truft, but for beingin theleaft 
degree remifs in any point of duty. Their officers, 

if poflible, are more fevere than their laws, and w 

make amends for the punifhment they inflidt upon V into Galilee, left Ptolemais, and gave the army; Vcf c 



criminals, by the honours and rewards they confer 
upon men of merit. Such is the reverence in which 
they hold the authority of military difcipline, that a 
Roman army iexhibits a moft glorious fpe&acle in 
time of peace; but when under preparation for ac- 
tion, it appear^ awful and tremendous. Every in- 
dividual moves as a member of the fame body ; and 
there is fuch harmony of motion as if they were all 
governed by the fame mind. Their ears are ever 
open to the word of command, their eyes watching 

for the fignal, and their hands ready to execute the 

No. 33. 



their marching orders, according to the form of marches 
the Roman difcipline. The auxiliaries, being light jJ)^ Gju 
armed, and the bow-men, advanced before the reft, 
to keep the enemy at a diftance, and, by (touting out 
into the woods, and other fufpe&edpafl'ages 3 for the 
difcovery of ambuflies, to prevent furprize. Thefe 
were followed by a party of Roman horfe and foot; order of 
and afterthemmarchedadetachmentoftenmenout the TO * rch 
of every company, with their arms and neceflary ^ « 
provilions for the forming of a camp. The next iri 
courfe were the pioneers, to level and mend the 
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way*, and cut down the tree* and btifhca that in- 
commoded them in their march* After thefe came 
the generate baggage, with that of his wrincipal of- 
ficer*, and a (Iron £ party of horfc for their convoy. 
Next marched Vefpafian himfelf, with a fclcft body 
of horfc and foot, fomc troops of lances, and fix 
fcorc of his own men, drawn out of fo many fqua- 
drons. The engineers, with their machines and in- 
ftruments for aiTault and battery, took tbeirplacc 
next; then followed the tribunes and other officers, 
with a choice body of troops about them. Thefe 
were followed by the imperial eagle at the head of 
all the reft of the Roman enfigns, as the prince of 
birds for authority and power j an emblem of go- 
vernment, and a good omen of fuccef's in arms. 
After the facred enfign came the trumpets; and afr 
ter the trumpets the main body of the army, fix in 
front, with the proper officers to keep them in rank 
and file, according to order and good difcipline. I fointment* 



whole matter to the council, rcqudHiitf them, after 
due deliberation, to fend him word if they were 
difpofed to treat ; or, if, on the contrary, they were 
determined to profecutc the war, to fend him an 
army, without delay, to encounter the Romans, 
This was the purport of the letter which Jufcphu* 
fent exprefs to Jcrufalcm* 



CHAP. VII. 

Vefpafian refolves to beficge Jotapata, whither Jofe* 
phus had betaken himfelf. A defperate confiidl be- 
tween the Jews and the Romans for five fucceffive 
days. The fituation of Jotapata. Vejpafian carries 
on the fiege with all pojjible vigour. Manner of the 
attack and defence Invention of Jofephus to keep 
off ft ones and fire. The Romans under great difap* 



Jofephus 
ts defcrted 
by his fol- 
<hers« 



Declines 
the war, 
aad retires 

to Tiberias. 



The fervants of every legion marched along with 
the infantry, and took care of the carriages and 
baggage. In the laft place were the purveyors, 
and other mercenaries for the fervice of the army, 
under a convoy of horfe and foot. 

In this order Vefpafian advanced to the frontiers 
of Galilee, and there encamped with his foldiers 
about him, earneftly preffing for action; but, partly 
in confidence that the enemy's courage would fail 
upon the very approach of the army, or otherwife 
that they might change their minds before it came 
to a battle, he gave them time for refle&ion, and 
made the neceffary preparations for a fiege. 

Such was the fame of this great general, that the 
Jews were ftruck with confirmation at the very re- 
port of his approach ; infomuch, that the fbldiers 
of Jofephus, who were then encamped near Sep- 
phoris, abandoned their commander,not only with- 
out ftrikmg a blow, but without fo much as a fight 
of the enemy. Finding himfelf therefore thus de- 
ferted, and out of condition to encounter the Ro- 
mans, the fpirits of the Jews totally funk, the 
greater part gone over to the enemy, and the re- 
mainder in all appearance ready to follow them,he 
declined all further warlike purfuits, and, con- 
futing his own fafety, withdrew to Tiberias. 



CHAP. VI. 

Vefpafian^ having taken Gadara, puts the inhabitants 
to the fword. Jofephus refers to the council of Je- 
rufalem to decide upon the propriety of fighting or 
treating with the Romans. 

VESPASIAN marched to the city of Gadara, at- 
tacked it, and carried it without any difficulty, 
there not being men to make a neceffary defence. 
StttGal The Romans, upon the forcing the town, put all to 
^ b y^ f - death without diftin&ion, through hatred to the 
pumhTin- Jews, and revenge for the overthrow of Ceftius. 

to the"* T ' ie y ^ et ^ re not on ty to t ^ ie C ^y kfelfc but to the 
fwori. fmall towns and villages about it, laying them ut- 
terly wafte, and making the inhabitants flaves. 



Th e re treat of Jofephus to Tiberias,for fan&uary 
greatly alarmed the inhabitants, as they concluded 
that nothing but defperation would havedrivenhim 
to flight. Nor were they miftaken in their judg- 
ment: for he forefaw the tendency of the war, and 
that nothing but fubmiflion and repentance could 
fave the Jews from inevitable deftru&ion. With 
refpedt to himfelf, he made no doubt of obtaining 
lenity from the Romans, if he fliould requeftit, 
but rather than betray his country and his truft, he 
was determined to fuffer a thou (and deaths, with- 
out foliciting the friendfhip of a public enemy. 

He wrote upon this to the principal and leading 
men of Jerufalem a plain ftate of the cafe, without 
. ., extollingor depreciatinethe merit of the Romans, 

the council , n i ° *i» • 1 r t 1 

atjerofa- left, by aggrandizing the power or the enemy, he 
Icm * might intimidate them, or, by reprefenting it in an 

inferior light, he might encourage them to make 
refiftance without ability. He, in fine, referred the 



Jofephus 
refers to 



JOTAPATA was deemed the ftrongeft place in 
all Galilee, which Vefpafian obferving, and tak- 
ingnotice alfo that the Jews, in all their difficulties, 
fled thither for fan&uary, he determined to aflault 
it, and to that end fend horfe, foot, arid pioneers j?° tlie 
acrofs the mountains to clearthe ways, which were, jo^J 
at that time, craggy, and extremely difficult for the 
foot, but utterly impaflable for the horfe. Thefe 
pioneers, however, in four days, cut a paflage for 
the whole army to march without any trouble. 

On the fifth day, being the twenty-firft of the 
month Artemifiusj Jofephus went privately out of 1^ 
Tiberias, and conveyed himfelf in to Jotapata, which 
in fome degree, revived the fpirits of the Jews. A 
certain deferter carried the news to Velpafian of 
Jofephus being arrived in the town, and advifed 
him. by all means, to haften thither, as, if he could 
once get him within his power,the Jewifh war mufl; 
be atan end. Vefpafian was fo transported with the 
tidings, that he looked upon it as a particular pro- 
vidence to infatuate the moll considerable enemy 
they had, and thereby inveigle them with a kind of 
voluntary bondage. He therefore commanded Pla- 
cidusaway with athoufand horfe, andEbutius, one 
of the belt officers for connfel and execution in 
the whole army, along with him, giving them ex- 
prefs orders, without delay, to inveft the city, and 
take particular care that Jofephus did not make his 
efcape. ^ 

Vefpafian followed the next morning with theJJjg* 
whole army,and got up to Jotapata in the evening bytbe 
when he drew up his army on the north fide of the Ro,M1 
city, feven furlongs diftant, encamping upon an hill 
within view of the enemy, in order to ftartle them 
with fo tremendous a fight. This was accordingly 
effeded; for the people were feized with fuchcon- 
fternation, that not an individual durft fo much as 
look over the walls. The Romans were fo fa- 
tigued with the march of the day, that they made 
noattempt atprefent. Vefpafian, however 3 ordered 
the encompaffing the town with two great bodies, 
and a third troop of horfe to be polled at a diftance, 
to cut off all communication with the place. When 
the Jews found they were ftreightened and pent up, 
their very defpair inflamed their courage, as daring 
enterprizes take their rife from neceffity. 



The next morning the Romans 



an 



to play 



upon the walls,andthe Jews, at firft,made a gallant 

refiftance; but when Vefpafian attacked them with 
flings and arrows, to force them from the walls, 
and when he himfelf,at the fame time, with a body of 
foot,aflaultcd the wall upon an hill over againft the 
other, that lay more expofedto the danger of a bat- 
tery, Jofephus was fo alarmed for the fafety of the 
town, that he fell molt outrageoufly upon the Ro- 
mans, at the head of the whole body of the Jews, 
beat them from the walls, and followed the advan- 
tage with a defperate refolution. The havock they 
fuffered was not inferior to what they did,both par- 
tiesbeingequally provoked and inflamed; thejews 
by defperation, and the Romans by fhame and in- 
dignation, to find the others cope with them fo pow- 
erfully. There were (kill and valour on the one fide 
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oppofed to fury and rage; on th<5 other* Of the Ko- 
4 ^ mflfjr }ji nS there were fevcral wounded, and thirteen 
^ |,l,l if flainj of the Jews fix hundred wounded, and feven- 
$ h <S2? teen killed upon the foot. The fight was main- 

tained all the day, untilnight parted them* 

The aflailants renewed the confli£t the enfuing 
morn, and in this encounter both parties performed 
wonders. The Jews took courage from the rcpulfe 
they had gi ven the enemy already beyond all expec- 
tations, and the Romans from the fhartie of being 
fo long in play; for the very delay of a vi<ftory was 
Jittlelefs to them than an overthrow. The combat 
continued five fucceffive days,theafTailantspreffing 
ftill harder and harder upon them ; the Jews, on the 
other hand, not only fuppor ting the defence 5 btit, at 
the fame time, making occafional Tallies, without 
being daunted by the prodigious numbers they had 
to encounter. Nor did the Romans abate any thing 
of the vigour of their attack from the difficulty and 
hazard of the enterprize. 

With r efpe£t to the fituation of Jotapata,it ftarids 
upon a rock utterly inacceitible, fay irig only upon 
one quarter. It is encompafied,bri three fides, with 
fuch precipices of fteep and profound vallies, that, 
to look down from the top to the bottom, is enough 
to caufe a vertigo of the brain. It cannot be ap- 
proached but to wards the north, where part of the 
city is built upon the brow of the mountain ; and 
that way alone it isacCeflible* But Jofephus had 
caiifed this place to be fortified, and taken into the 
town, tofecurie a mountain that overlooks arid com- 
mands it ; which, with other mountains adjacent, 
kept the place fo clofe, that it-was not difcernible 

till the rieareft approach. This was the fituation 
and ftrength of Jotapata. 

Vefpafian,finding thathe had the natural difficul- 
ties of the place, and the rugged hardinefs of the 
people, to contend with, took up a refoliitiori of 
profecuting the fiege with more vigour, and called 
a council of his officers to deliberate oil the manner 
in which they fliould carry ori the attack* The de- 
bate came to this ifTue, that a large terrafs fhould be 
eredted on the weakeft part of the town; purfuant 
to which, Vefpafianfet the whole army to work,to 
provide neceflary materials forraifing fuch amount; 
fuch as vaft quantities of ftone and timber from the 
neighbouring mountains, with provifions for hur- 
dles to (helter the befiegers againft the darts and 
fhot from the town. Under the cover of thefe de- 
fences they advanced their defign, though the wea- 
pons from above fell down in fhowers upon them. 
They procured the earth they ufed from the neigh- 
bourhood, andfo handed it from one to another; fo 
that, with the multiplicity of hands they had to 
affift them, and the undertaking going on without 
intermifllon, the work advanced with great expedi- 



ihcreforccallcdtlicworkmcneogctficr,anclgavcor- * 
dcrs for the raiting of the wall, and keeping It up 
ftill above the height of the terrace. But,tlpon their 
reprcfenting the iihpoflability of advancing the 
work under fuch fhowers of weaptms>he bethought 
himfelf of an invention to keep off both ftones and 
fire. This was by driving fevcral large ftukes fait invention 
into the ground, and ftrctching up a iitimbel* ofJ&tfo 
raw hides again ft them ; thefe were to be intcrfperfecfjj^P ^ 
betwixt the enemy and thebodiesof thebefieged,as fir« e,a 
the moifture of tlic fkins would refill and damp the . 
flame, and their yielding temperature throw off the 
ftones and lances with little or no im predion. 

Under the protection of this cover, theworkmeti 
plied fo hard day and night, without cither fear or 
clanger, that, in a ftiort time, they railed a wall of 
twenty cubit s,and fortified it with turrets aridftrong 
Bat tie merits. This greatly difcouraged thcRomaris, 
who before looked' upon themfelves as rri afters of 
the place; while they.were at once aftoniflied at the 

contrivance of Joiephus, arid the fortitude of th£ 
defendants; 
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Veftafian attempts to tfftti by . Jl drying what he could 
not by force. ' No provifions wanting in Jotapata 
but water. Stratagem of Jofephus to conceal the 
want of water i and frufirdte the hopes of the enemvi 
Vffpajian again has recour/e to arwsi 



frfi&de of fupp/y 



Jofephus finds 
Propofes an efcapet 



The J 

Jolicit him to fiand by them. He reafons the matt 
with them. They continue their importunities. J 
fephus deliberates, ' ~ ' " 

iffault 



of the J 



■ ■ 

Vefpafian 
' refo- 



t 

THE citizens of Jotapata were fo elated by the 
jfuccefs of this ftratagem, that there paffed not 
a day without faHies, fkirmiflies, plunder, and vio- 
lences, by fire, Avord and pillage. Vefpafian was ^7^0 
greatly irritated atthisdifgrace anddiiappointmeht try the ef- 
and, upon mature reflection, declined the aflault, 
and determined on ftarving the place inftead of 
ftorming it; concluding that either want would 
bring them to fubmiffion, or, if they flood it out 
famine would dothebufinefs of the fword, and, ei- 
ther by weakening or wafting them, put them out 
of a condition of defence. With this refolutiori 
therefore he blocked them up fo clofe, that there 
was no poffibility of paflhigin or out. 

The befieged had plenty of corn within the city, scarcity of 
and, indeed, of all other neceflaries, except water, water in 
as they had not fo much as one fountain, and only J 0 "**"' 



tion. The Jews, in the meantime, did their ut- II rain for their common ufe, which, in that hot and 
moft, by darts and arrows from the walls,to divert J I dry country, was very fcarce in fummer,and this was 
them from their defign; but all they were able todo their prefent cafe. The very thought of a drought 



could only interrupt the proceeding, without de- 
feating or difappointing it. 

■ 

Vefpafian had by this time fixty engines at work, 
cafting lances at the defendants; befides larger ma- 
chines, to throw ftones and javelins, arrows and ar- 
tificial fires, which were all managed by the Arabi- 
ans; and rendered not only the wallitfelf, but the 
whole fpace betwixt that and the terrace, too hot 
for the defendants. 

This,however,did not hinder the Jews from fally- 
ing out upon theRomans,ftrippingthem of all their 
defences, fetting fire to every thing about them that 
was combuftible,andby thefe means counteracting 
all their efforts. Vefpafian, finding the mifchievous 
contrivances of the Jews prevail more and more, 
and that there was no means of preventing their ef- 
fefts,but by filling up the intervals jfo as to exclude 
their paflage, joined his troops in a clofe body, 
and put a final end to their excurfions. 

The mount being now brought up almoft to the 

height of the town wall, Jofephus did not think it 

expedient to have more done on the one fide tode- 

ftroy the town, than on the other to defend ir. He 

No. 33. 



was a great afflidtion to them : indeed, they had 
already fallen into diftrefs for want of water. The 
place being plentifully ferved with all other provi- 
fions, and the men in good fpirits, Jofephus put the 
garrifonupori an allowance of water,that the ftock 
might hold out fo much the longer; but this fcanty 
diftribution difgufted them very much, as they were 
apprehenflve of an approaching drought,infomuch 

that they became rcfra&ory, and defiftcd from 
their work. 

This froward difpofition of the Jews could not 
eafily be kept from the knowledge of the Romans, 
who were within diftance of obferving, from ano- 
ther hill near at hand, whatever parted among 
them* fuch as a tumultuous throng, the meafuring 
of their portions, and their diffatisfaCtion therewith; 
fo that many of them were cut off upon the fpotby 
fhowers of darts from the enemy. ^ 

The pit-water being by this time nearly exhaufted ofj"|f m 
and Vefpafian in hourly expectance of the town fall- pfcusto 
ing into hishands, Jofephus, to fruftrate his hopes, Jhe^oJ« 
had recourfe to a ftratageni. He caufed a great ^'^P*- 
nuniber of clothes to be made vcrv wet, and then ,3n ' 
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hung upon the battlement* within view of the Ho- , f his part in the common clcfperation of thr rWt# 
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mam, by which means he induced them to believe 
that there could not be fuch a fcarcity of water in 
ihc place where they were fo lavifh of it. Upon 
that prcfumption, they defpaired of ever taking the 
place for want of water. Nay, Vefpafian himfelf 
gave over all hopes of carrying it by a fiege, and 
, therefore again had rccourfe to arms. This wascx- 
%£tly the defirc of the Jews, as they thcmfclvcs, as 
well as their ci ty , werercduced to the laft extremity, 
and wifhed nothing more earneftly than to change a 
calamitous ftate of dearth of water for an hono- 
rable death in the field of battle. 

While Jofephus was racking his invention for 
fome expedient, it occured to him, that, on the 
weft fide of the town, there was an hollow gutter, 
that flood fo much out of the way as to be in gene- 
ral unobferved. He propofed through the conve- 
nience of this paflage to get relief into the town, 
fuch as water, and whatever elfe was wanted. To 
that end he wrote to fome of the Jews, who lived 
about that quarter,to fend him,from time to time, 
fuch fupplies as might be requifite; together with 
exprefs inftrudlions to cover the meflengers with 
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" receive immortal honour in exchange for tranfi- 
<c tory life; and, by arting as firm patriots, to have 
" our names celebrated by polterity as devotees to 
44 the good of our country." 



From thefe words Jofephus advanced to adlion, 
and putting himfelf at the head of the braveft men 
he had, charged the enemy's guards, beat them— 
from their trenches, and drove them to the very 
camp, tearinjg the coverings of their tents to pieces, 
and letting fire to their wprks. This they did,from 
time to time, for three fucceffive days and nights, t 
with infuperable boldnefs, and indefatigable la- u 
bour. 

» 

When Vefpafian found the Romans diftreffedhy 

thefe fallies,and though they were worfted, difdain- 

ed to turn their backs; when he alfo obferved that 

if, at any time, they got the better, they were too 

, rt . . r , , - r - „ heavy armed to purfue the advantage, fo that the 

hair fkins, and caufe them to creep along, fo that Jews never fallied but t , • ann ^ them much 

he commanded Ins troops tp give over the attack, P 1 *** 
and not throw away their lives againft men who de- * *^ 
fired to die under theprovocation of remedilefs de- 



Jofephus 
at length 
propofes 
an efcape. 



The raulti 
tuiie im- 
portune 
li im to 
ftay. 



if they fhould be obferved by the watch,they might 
pafs for dogs, or fome other four-footed animals. 
This went on till the correfpondence was difcover- 
ed, and the communication cut off. 

Jofephus, perceiving, by this time, the utter im- 
poffibility of defending the city, and the certainty 
of lofing his own life if he flayed, called a council of 
the leading men, in order to deliberate on the means 
of efcape. When this came to the knowledge of 
the multitude, they fiirrounded him in throngs, en- 
treating him not to overlook their fafety, as their 
fole reliance was upon him. They obferved, that 
there was ftill hope of the city's deliverance^ if he 
would remain with them, as they were in general 
read)' to undergo any hardlhips onhis account;that, 
if they fhould be all feized upon, it would be re- 
corded to his eternal honour, that he was too brave 
either to fly from his enemies, or to abandon his 
friends; as, in that cafe, it would refemble a man 
leaving a veffel in a ftorm, of which he had taken 
charge in a calm, upon a comparitive view of the 
cafe of the veffel with that of their city ; for (faid 
they) who fhall ftand up in defence of our country, 
when we have loft the very man whom we looked 
upon as the only means of our fafety ? 

Jofephus, unwilling to have it thought he con- 
nexions fulted his own particular fafety, gave them to un- 
withthem derftand,in a plaufible difcourfe, that his motive for 

' withdrawing was more for their fakes than his own; 
obferving, that, if he ftayed with them, he (hould 
be able to do them little good while they were in 
fuch a condition, and that, if they were once taken, 
he fhould only perifli with them to no purpofe: but 
that if, on the other hand, he was at liberty, and 
abroad, he might bring an army into the field out 
of Galilee time enough to raife the fiegc, while, as 
long as he continued pent up in the town, the Ro- 
mans would be more eager for the profecution of 
thefiege, as their great objeft was to have him in 
their poffeffion. 

This plea was fo far from moving the people to 
accord with his defire, that they urged him with 
greater importunity; men, women, and children, 
mothers with their infants at their breafts,bathedi 
tears, embracing his knees, and cafting thcmfelves 
at his feet,entreating him,\vith outcries and fuppli- 
cations, not to forfake them in their diftrefs. This, 
itisprefumed, they did, not from envying his de- 
liverance, but from a certain impulfe of perfiiafion, 
that the prefence of Jofephus would be a kind of 
protection to his friends. 

It occured to him, upon reflection, that, if he de- 
termined to ftay, it would be afcribed to their en- 
treaties; if to go, he fhould be taken into cuftody. 
His commiferation of their ftate, deplorable as it 



Ipair. Their rage,he obferved, wes like ablaze that 
would go out of itfelf, if it wanted but matter to 
entertain it; befides, the cafe of the Romans was to- 
tally different from that of the Jews, as the former 
fought only for dominion, the latter for life and li- 
berty, fo that the one flood much more in need of 
victory than the other. In the mean time the Ara- 
bian andSyrian flingers,archers,and engineers,were 
all bufiiy employed, as the Jews found to their coft # 
But this was fo far from ftaggering their refolution^ 
that,onthe contrary, '.hey preffedthroughalldiflicul- ^ 
ties to fingle outthe Romans man toman; and they ciMetoJ 
fought it out without quarter, the living on both Sfj^, 
fides ftepping up to fupply the place of the dead. 



C H A P. IX. 



The manner of orde- 

The 



The Jews 
are impor- 
tunate. 



Defcription of the battering ram. 

ring it. A contrivance to repel the force if it. 
Jews have recourfe to fire. One Samaeas fignalizes his 
bravery. Two brothers difiinguifhed heroes. Fef- 
paftan is /lightly wounded. 1 he extraordinary ejfeft 
of battering engines, A terrible /laughter of gallant 
men. The Jews maintain their refolution to the 
laft. 

* 

* 

THROUGH the length of the fiege, and the 
perpetual excurfions of the befieged, Velpa- 
fian looked upon himfelf as in a manner befieged* 
but, having now carried up his works near the 
height of the walls, he refolved to bring matters to 
an iflue by dint of battery, and ordered an engine, 
called a ram, to be brought up to the place of 
adlion. 

This ram is a machine of prodigious bulk andfize, Dcfaipm 
like the maft of a fhip; fortified with a flrone; piece 

r • ^ , ^ J. 7 ., . , r r c battens; 

or iron at the top or it,, wrought into the form orna. 
the head of a ram; froiii 'which, and the manner of 
plying it in the ufeof it, like the butting of that 
animal, it derived its name. This machine is hung 
up by the middle, with great cables, or ropes, fas- 
tened to crofs timbers, well cramped together, and 
ftrongly fupported.;. There it lies upon a poife,i}ke 
the beam of a pair of fcales; and, as it hangs thus 
ballancing iij the air, it is moved backward and for- 
ward by the force of many hands, and falls with 
fuch violence upon the place where it is to batter, 
with the iron part that is pre-eminent, that no wall 
is able to withftand its repeated attacks. 

Delay was now death to Vefpafian, as the length 
of the fiege ha'd rather damped the exertions of the 
Romans, while the Jews were incefTantly annoying 
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was, had alfo much weight with him; fo that at them by fome means or other ; fo that he was now 
lengthhc refolved to ftanditout with them,and bear |( determined on difpatch. The firft thing he did was 
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to bringhis rtingcra,archcrs,and ordinary machines, 

clofer up to the town, to beat the defendants from 
the waifs, and to make way for the battering ram, 
which was then brought on, that is, as Toon as the 
bow-men and their companions had made the wall 
too hot for the Jews to Ihc w their heads* 1 1 was co- 
vered with hurdles, and wrapt in hair-fkin, for the 
fecurity both of the directors and the machine* 
The wall was fliaken by the very firft ftroke of this 
engine, which raifedatcrribleclamouramongftthe 
people in the city; as if all had been loft;- and Jofe- 
tfhus, finding that the continuance of their batter- 
ing would bring down the wall over their heads in a > 
very fhort time, ordered feveral facks of chaff to be 
Sai to provided, and let down by ropes fromthebattlement 
t udcthe ^g a i n ft the place where the engine played} and dill, 
***** as the Romans charged_their battery ^the Jews en- 
countered them with their facks; by which means 
they generally milled the mark, or failed of the 



of 



effed. 
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The Jew* 
have re. 

coarfc to 
tire. 



This in vehtipiV greatly impeded ,the ; effort^ of the 
Romans; for, in whatever line of djre&ion they 
pointed the engine, the Jews would he furetomeet 
the,m_ with their.chaffbags,fo that .the wall iuftained, 
very little damage fronxthe ftroke, till the Romans > 
found out another means to defeat thereon trivance . , 
They procured Tome long pole?, with (harp iron j 
hooks faftehed to the ends of them. With thiefe they . 
immediately cut the ftrings of the bags; and, upon 
thisdifapppintmen t, the machine didit^spffke^again; 

and the w-all, being.but^ewly repaire.d,and;not yet» 
fettled, .cotuld:jiot.ppfl[ibly hold out any linger . * ' ITdownj au4> where they fell in a. body,, they earned 

< . ... , , { || avyjay whole files before then}. ;jBut thofe who 

Jofephus and his companions had no -.other re-; j ! wpuld be informed of the wonderful e^ffefSfc of thefe 



cers quitted their ports, :md came lo ihc head quar- 
ters to learn the particulars of the incident ; Titus 
himfelf being at the head of them, from an impa- 
tient regard for the welfare of his father ; hut this 
generous concern threw the multitude into a eon-* 
Itcrnation. 

* 

Vefpafian, however, quickly put them all out of 
their pain, both his fon Titus and the army, by 
/hewing himfelf with the utmoft franknefs, and 
pointiu^outto them thattbe accident was attended 
with no injurious cfFeti; fo that the anxiety and for- 
row under which they laboured before, for. fear of 
a mortal ftroke, were now turned into the tranf- ' 
port of an honourable revenge ; Vefpafian encou- 
raging the foldiers, and the foldiers one another,to 
renew the aflault in defiance of all oppofition* The Thebegc 
enemies ftqnes andarrowsdeftroyed great numbers cd "cent*** 
of the Jejys : but Jofephus and. his people did not ^ e t ^ tCfl 
defert the. wall, bpft, with fire, fword, and other im- maebmct. 
! ptemej}ts of war,gajledthofe.who had the direction, 
of thebattering engine* The Jews, however^ with, 
all their, bravery, could advance but very flowly, : as. 
they were forced. to ^engage in fight of the enemy ; 
and^thevei!y fire they made ufe. of againft the Ro- 
mansj afforded the,enemy light againft themfelves; 
fo that they ftood fb fair a mark, that there was no 
miflingit on the; one fide,nor,any avoiding it on the 
other.; for. they could ,not fo much as fee the very 
machines from whence the weapons c^me. -By the Jp t e h ^ cc 
forceiof ftopes from thefe engines, the very battle- engine* . 
meats, and; the corners of the; towers, were broken 
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fource than th&t of fire;fib thaf collecting all the coor-i 
buftible matter .they coyld^ b^fides pitch, fi^lphur, 

and the like they divided it federally into three p^r^ 
cejs, and fet fire; to^ tfie I^oman machines* huts,, and 
all materials; that would take -it, in three feveral, 
placed at the fame .time The rage of the flames and: 
of the Jews 'were fo terrible, that there was n.o r place! 
for xeliefi and the danger of perifiiing both ways 
iwas equal... The conflagration, in fine, was fp dread-: 
ful/f tbat in' a moment it deftroyed that which 
had,cQfe;the ftwnans ailong feries of labour and 

hazards. IvJi:^-*:! 
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machines, need only Jook into tbe w hiftory of the 
tremendous events of that memorable night* 
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:ijhere was one- Samseas* of Paab, ini Galilee*, and 

of b sa- C -t ^ : ^ n •fiteaaar,.' who; fignalized himfelf, , on this: 
0 " Qtqafiern, hy a raoft memorable a#ion ( * He XSf.ok up 
a (lone of enormous bulk, and caft it down ; from' 
the wall upon the machine with fiich prodigious 
force,.- ?hat ber.brpke off the iron head .of it ; and 
then leaping down into the middle of his enemies, 
carried :it oft, without any apprebenfiog of d^nge,r,to 
theffoot of the.wall,wherehe ftood awhile jpnarfced 
as he was,* a common mark .for the eneraay,.till he 



Qne of the guards of Jofephus, as he was upon 
:the walls of Jotapata, had his headftruck off with 
a^ftone from one of: jthefe engines, wljich: ^was car- 
ried* thr.ee furlongs from the. pia,qe, as.if ithadbeen 
. thrp^n qui; of a fling : apjd another comingacrofs a 
•pregnant woman, carried the child wfthip JierxJialf 
a r furlong from the body .[The prodigious violence 
and.npifeof thefe jng chines, and ^pf the weaponsth^y. 
cafl-^,thegitoan^,o? the woundfid falling froiq .the 
w^lls, .tbeihrieks ofirW^eji : within thie^owni, an- 
jfwered^by miftr^ble^j^tqhes without, the town- 
ditch ruainift^ wi^h blopcj, an4> filled with piles of 
carcafe fafficji&iTrtOi mount an en c^uy to the, afiault, 

apd the echo from the mountains Reverberating the 
difmal founds during that tremendous night,fei:yed 
to ftrike. tht eye and car with inexpreflibleh.orror. Man5rga i. 

There was a great flaughter of gallant men in this fant jews 

;a^t)W,. whp feiiin deifence of the liberty of their ^nceof* 
•country , which they maintained aUi?ight,againft the their 
utmoft efforts of the enemy's machines,till break of countr y* 



had five; arrows ftuck in his body* In thi^ 5rondi-. II day ^ and then the.walls fell to pieces. But the Jews, 



tion he re-mounted the wall, wjjere he ftood, for a 
fljort time, a glorious fpedtaCle>without any change 

either of.countenance or behaviour, till at length h e 
expired with the anguifh of his.w.onnds, and the 
headb of the machine in bis arms,, which he would 
never quit till the laft. 



ev:en in this extremity, made the breach good with 
their bodies and their arms,before theRomans could 

•pafs their men over the. ditch to the attack. 
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r There were alfo two brothers, of Ruma, in Gali- 
TberaJotir leei Netiras and Philip, 

£f&, hiftances of refolution. Thefe men fell up o 

' foldiers of the tenth legion iwitb fuch impetuous 
fury^ that they broke into the Roman army, and 
drove all oppofition before them ; while Jofephus, 
at the head of a troop of men witllfire-brands, burnt 
the machines,hnts,and works, of the fifth and tenth 
legions; and thofe that followed made the fame 
havoc with what was left. 

■ 

By the evening of the fame day,theRomans were 
at work with the fame engine upon that part of the 
wall that had been (hattered and broken before, 
Vefpafian,at the fame time,received a fhot upon the 
ancle, by an arrow out of the/town; but it proved a 
flight wound, as the force of the arrow,through the 
great diftance, was fpent. Thofe who were near 
enough to fee their general's blood, fo alarmed the 
whole army with the report, that the principal offi- 



i« flight! y 
wounded. 



Fefpafianmakesred^yyoftormt^ecitj. Jofephus makes ■ • 
. the necejfary prepardtions for its defence. Horrid out- * 
cries [upon the approach of tfie Roman army to the 
city* Id. bloody: covfliSl betwixt the Jem and the Ro- 
mans. The Rbmans advance up to the wall under co- 
ver of their bucklers, Jofephus orders fcalding oil 

\. to be poured on the' ajfatlants to fprce them off . Ike 
extraordinary .courage and cdnftancy of the Romans* 
Vefpafian orders the raifing. of his platform. The 
* J e W s # re compelled to quit the breach. 

k 

HEN the army had a little refreflied them- vefpafian 
felves, after the fatigue of the laft night's ex- PJ e |££ 
traordinary exertion, Vefpafian made every necef- thccUy. 
fjiry preparation for an aflault,taking care,in the firft 
place, to keep the Jews from daring to fhew them- 
felves in the breach. To this end he difmounted a 
p^rty. of the beft horfe he had, armed them at all 
points, and fo ranged them in three divifions, with 
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pikes in their hands, to make good the breach, ami, 
upon the advance of the bridges, to be the firft to 
enter the town. The horfe were feconded by a body 
of choice foot. The remainder of the horfe were to 
he diftributed round the mountainous parts of the 
city, to prevent any of the enemy from efcaping 
upon its furrender# The next in order were the ar- 
chers, with their bows and arrows fixed at hand; 
aud then the (lingers and engineers. Others were 
employed with ladders to attempt the fcaling of 
fome parts of the wall that were entire, which was 
intended only for anamufement, and draw off the 
affiftance from other places that more needed it, 
and to force them, by this diverfion, to abandon 
the attack. 



proccft* The Romans were fenfible of the advan- 
tage they had, fo that prefling as clofc together as 
polfiblc, they threw long bucklers over their backs 
and making an impenetrable figure, drove the Jews 
before thctn^ as it the ftrcngth of the whole army 
had been united in one body, and thus they ad- 
vanced up to the very wall. 

In this ftatc of diftrefs, or rather defperation, Jo- 
fephus refolved upon the trial of an experiment. 
The Jews having a great deal of oil by them, he 
ordered a confiderable quantity to be boiled, and caft 
down (calding hot upon the foldiers under the wall, 
together with the very pots and veflels in which it 
was boiled. This was accordingly done, and paffing^, 
between the bucklers, and over the bodies of the p°wfc^ 



Jofephus 
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Jofephus was fo well informed of the purpofes j Romans, it utterly broke their order, and deftroyed^L ' 



5cfcnd C it° anc * ^efigns °f t ^ ie Romans, that he employed only 
c cn lt# men that were fuperanuated for the guard of thole 
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their extreme mifery ; for the oil flowing under their** 
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parts of the wall that were found. But wherever I! arms from head to foot, and fo all over the body, 

confumed the flefh like fire itfelf, being naturally 
apt to take heat, and long in cooling, Their ar- 
mour alfo beingbraced and buckled to their bodies^ 
there was no getting clear of the torment; fome of 
them leaping' and fpringing in their pains, others- 
drawn double, and all felling from the bridge down 
to the ground. Thpfe that attempted to get off to 
their own people were eafily mattered by the Jews 
at their backs. 



there was the leaft flaw, he appointed none to that 
duty, but thofe of tried integrity and courage. He 
put himfelf, with five more, at the head of them, to 
receive the firft fliock of the enemy ; giving them 
in charge, not to heed the outcries of in ful ting cla- 
mours, but rather to (hut their ears againft them, 

Gives his as t ^ e 3 y were hut empty founds. He directed them 
people pre- to cover their heads with their (hields,as the beft de- 

SruSions. f ence againft the arrows of the enemy; or to with-* 

draw a little till they had emptied their quivers ; 
but added, that, if they once came to lay over their 
bridges, the only refource then was fighting; not as 
in defence of a country that is to be preferved, but 
for the honour of a country that is already loft ; 



In the whole courfe of this calamitous circum* 
ftance, there was no failure either of couragre in the 



Romans, or prudence in the Jews : for the former,*^ 
notwithftanding the mifery they endured by the fcacjrrf 
and that therefore they fhould make the authors of |[ fcalding oil, had the refolution to prefs upon thofe lhthm 



their deftru&ion pay dear for their acquifition; for 
they muft expeA, upon the fubduing of their city, 
that their adversaries would gratify their cruelty 
with the blood of their fathers, wives, and children. 

Horrid out- When the common people, the women, and the 
^p*^^ children, faw the town furrounded by a three-fold 
or the army, and no force fent out to encounter them, the 
enemy, enemymarchingupwith theirdrawnfwbrds towards 

the weak fide of the wall, the mountains round 
about glittering with arms, and the Arabiansready 
with their arrows, they made a lamentable outcry, 
as if deftrudtion not only threatened, but was actu- 
ally come upon them. Thefe clamours were fo mov- 
ing, that Jofephus ordered the women to their hou- 
fes, left they fhould intimidate the foldiers, enjoin- 
ing them, at the fame time, filence at their peril ; 
while he himfelf went to that part of the town which 
fell to his lot, palling by the fcaling ladders with- 
out the leaft fear, his thoughts being wholly taken 
up with the enemy's way of attack by then* darts 
and their arrows. 

Upon the feveral Roman legions founding their 
trumpets together, and the warlike fliout of the 
army, the very iky was darkened with a cloud of 
arrows. The foldiers of Jofephus, however, were 
not unmindful of the charge he had given them, 
but flopped their ears againft the clamours, and co- 
vered themfelves with their flu elds againft the darts. 
Upon the leaft advance of the bridges, they fet 

conma^e u P on ^ e R° mans with amazing intrepidity to put a 

" flop to their defign,either keeping them off, or beat- 

imiithe ™£ them off, and difputing every inch of the pof* 
jewj. feffion. As faft* as the Romans endeavoured to 

mount the bridge, the Jews violently pufhed them 
down again, with fignal inftancesboth of their {kill 



that poured it among themyand not without a com- 
petition who fhould be foremoft. The Jews, after ~ 
this, put another check to the progrefs of the Ro- 
mans, by cafting boiled fenugreek, a feed of a glu- 
tinous nature, upon-the boards of the bridge, which Anodw 
rendered themfo flippery that the Romans could notjjjw 
keep their feet, fo that they cotlld neither fight or bnru 
fly. Some fell at their length upon the planks, where^^ 
they were trampled upon by their own people rd^p*^ 
thers fell lower, and werie flainby the Jetvtf; Vefpk^i 
fian found his people fo harrafled outjby this way of 
fighting, that, towards evening, he called them offj' 
having loft feveral men, and had many wounded. 
Of Jotapata there were only fix men flain, although 
three hundred were carried off wounded. Thisac-* 
tion happened upon the twentieth day of the montl 

Dcfius. 
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Velpafian was fo fenfible of this mifcarri&ge of- 
his, that he took an apportuhity of confoling the' v ^ 
army upon tbfe occafion; but finding the foldter^ fttvketf 
far from being deje&ed, that they were* rather Itf- gjjjj, 
flamed, and defirous of being continued in a&ion, tre&njtf 
he ordered the railing of his platforms, and the xm> - 
eredling of three wooden turrets upon them, each 
fifty feet high, covered with plates of iron, tokeep 
them fteady with the weight, and not fo liable to he 
fet on fire. In thefe turrets were the choiceft of 
his markfmen and engineers, with their machines>in»- 
ftruments, and arms. The people in them had this 
advantage of the befieo;ed, that they were out of 
fight and reach of the others; whereas thofe upon 
the walls were eafily feen, and wounded from the" 
turrets. The Jews, therefore, being neither able to 

avoid the arrows from above, or fo much as to fee 
thofe that annoyed them, quitted the breach; but 
ftill, upon all attacks, made a vigorous and brave jefafa 



and courage in the conduit and execution ; fliew- If refiftance. ThusdiU the people of Jotapata defend^ wit 



themfelves againft the Romans, though with daily 
lofsof men, without being able to retort thcimifc 



ing themfelves bold and fearlefs in the extremity of 
danger,as were the Romans where there was any at 

all : nay, the greater their hazard, the firmer was || chief upon their enemies, 
their refolution ; fo that when they were once en- 
gaged, there was no parting them, till one or the 
other fell upon the fpot. 

But the Jews being kept upon perpetual duty,and 
no reinforcements to relieve them, while the Ro- 
mans had continually a frefh fiipply of men to fiib- 
ftitute in the places of thofe that were wearied or 
worfted, numbers muft of neceflity prevail in the 



CHAP. XI. 

Pejpajian fends Trajan to befiege Jap/ia. The people 
meet him on the way to give him battle. The Jews 
put to flighty and .driven into the firft enclofure. A 
great Jlaughter. Trajan dejires Fefpaftan to fend 
Titus to his affiftance. Titus , in conference brings 
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troops to fapha* 

the town. 



ifliCt in the ft, 



/,/> troops to jap ft a. The Romans mount the waits f 

and enter 

for ft:; hours*, attended with an horrid majfd 

rt ii \rtSPASlAN being ffiven to underftand that 
l! T * faplia, a neighbouring city to Jotapata, after 
^ F X the example of others, was inclining to arevolt,and 
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fpecially as being encouraged by the defence of 
hat place, which held out beyond expectation , fent 
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Trajan, the commander of the tenth legion, with 
two thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe, to reduce 

" " ------ ^ gnably forti- 

beiides the natural ftrength of fituation, 
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it was encompafled by a double wall. He was like- 
wife encountered on the way by the inhabitants of 
the place, in a pofture to give him battle. The 
parties accordingly joined, and, after a flight re- 
finance, Trajan put them to flight, aiid purfued 
them fo clofe to the out-wall, that they fell in to- 
gether with them. But, upon their prefling to 
get up to the fecond wall, the inhabitants (hut the 
gates, left ihey fliould admit friend and foe one 
with another. 

* . 

■ * 

This extraordinary mode of the Galileans being 
delivered into the hands of the Romans, feems 
to have been in confequence of a judicial provi- 
dence, as they were fliut out of their own gates by 
their own people * and given up for a facrifice to an 
enemy that thirftcd for their blood. They crowded 
in throngs up to the gatfes, called to the officers by 
their names, and begged admittance ; yet were they 
maffacred in themidft of their fupplicatibns. .The 
/.Romans kept one gate, and the citizens. the other. 
'. Some of thofe who were pent up in this enclofure 
teV laid violent hands on themfelves ; others fell by the 
tiwfethar {Vords of their companions ; befides an imtnenfe 

miiriber that were flain by the Romans/ Nor had 
one of thefe the fpirit to lift up an hand, or fomuch 
as : offer to revenge ; for, bendes the dread of an 
enemy, they were daunted by a fenfe of treachery 
amongft themfelves. There died, in fine, to the 
number of twelve thoufand perfons, curfing not 
the Romans, but their own citizens. 
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Trajan now taking it for granted that their mar-. 

vef 6 ' t#ia * men were ^ n a manner °H cut off, . and that thefe 
riiJto' few who remained would take warning from the 
» hu itM °^ their companions, fent to Velpafian, requeft- 
iffift^cc. ing*th'at his fon Titus might have the honour, of 

compleatingthe victory . Velpafian, apprehending 
that fomething was ftill requifite to be done, dif- 
patchddTitus accordingly, with a reinforcement of 
live hundred horfe, and a thoufand foot, which im- 
mediately, on his arrival, he formed into twodiyi- 

fions ; that on the left he gave toTrajdn, that on 
the right he commanded himfelf. 
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mortal drought. Certain offers thetn an indemnity f 
which they reje£t $ and are all put to the /words , . 
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NOR did the Samarians efcape the calamity of 
the times* They affcmblcd themfelves toge- ih*$*ihu 
ther upon mount Gcrizim* which is by them deem*- \m*U* 
cd an holy mountain, and there feeroed to wait the 
event of things. But, in the mean time) - the com- 
plexion of the afTembly, and the manner of their 
behaviour, feemed menacing and turbulent, and 
indicated a difpofition to reyolt. They had not 
become wife by the example of others, but, with-* 
out confidefing dthef their own weaknefs or the 
mighty power of the Romans, were precipitating 
themfelves into a rebellion, which Vefpafian took* 
early Care to prevent. Though the province of 
Samaria Was well garrifoned, he was not withbut 
fome apprehenfion of what fuch a multitude, and : 
fuch^n union of ill afFedlion, might produce } f and 
therefore j by way of prevention, difpatched Ge^ 11 
realis, a tribune of the fifth legion, with fix hufc-the saouS 
dred horfe, and three thoufand foot, to maintain rUnf - 
the public tranquility < • 

i ' ■ » ' • • • 

When Cefealis eaihe tip with his trttops to this 
mountain, he found the Samarians gathered toge- 
ther in fo vaft a body , that he did not think it 
pedientto attack them Upon that pod* but rathe* 
intrenched himfelf round about them at the foot 
of the mountain, and there4iarrowly watched their 
motions. It fo fell out, that, being , now In the 
height of fummer, and a vciy .hot fleafoni the Sa^ ' 
marians were in great wantof water, (the people * 
having made no prbvifion to jfupply it,} infoinuch 
that fome perifhed daily by a parching'drought, [fa*!** 
whilft others went, over to the Romans, preferring" 
flavery to fo miferable a death. 
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Cereatts being ii^formed, by deserter's, that thofe, 
who.ftfyed behind were as much difpiri ted as their 

fellows-advanced rip t the mountain, and furroiirid- 
inff them with his army, not only offered them life 
and liberty, upon copditipn of laying down thleii* 
arms, but courteoufly entreated them to .ficcept' of 
the indemnity preferred, upon an afliirahce that it " 
fliould B6 made good. But when> the Rqman *?,om- ^fcc Sun** , 




marider found they could not beipr,evailed on^he xi ™fw^ 
icaufedthem aJl toibd put to th6f>vqrd> to thenum- Sity/anT 
ber of eleven thoufand fix hundred perfofts. T^ls 

-jhappened on "the twenty-feventh day <of the opaoutji c **' 4 
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The Roman works at Jotapata are jmijbed.* 1 ': A de~ 

ferter informs Vefpnfian the bad ft ate of the city, 

. and advijes.him .t9 'affautt if abdlii break of ddy. He 
L - > Tht Rortdn artnv enter the 
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rue tint tiling tne tomans am was to plant ica- I makes-Jue preparation. Tht Rortan army enter the 
iheRo- lingladders, and then mount the wall upon all quar- ||j ' cstyj ^Tfieisr rfahtlcfi. cruelty 1 . : ' 1 'Forty 'tmfitrd men' 
St the ters at the fame time. The Galileans made a faint || ft a in in . 't/;e?fteg£; 'the ' city razed {rand the: caftlei' 



enter the 
town 




SS'JC? refiftance, but fbon quitting the wall, Titus and bis 

party leapeddown after them, and entered the to i«n.. 
There was now a defperate conflid in the fti^ee V 
which, through ainbufhes and fallies from najrrow 
palfes, wherfe a number of refolutes were p ofted,, to- 
ether with annoyances ofevery kind they received 
rom the very women at the tops of the houfe$,lafted 
near fix hours. But the braveft being by this time 
cut off, the remainder of themultitude, whetherjw 
fbejews. their houfes or not, young men or old, were aU dc* 

ftroyed indifcriminately, and hot a male left alive., 
but infants, who were carried away . captive witbthe 
women. The number of. the. flain in the city, and 
in the firft encounter, was fiftejen thoufand 5 and the 
prifoners were two thoufand one y hundred and 
thirty. This calamity befel the Galileans on the 
twentieth day of the month Defius. 
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THE people bf vjotap&ta tie\& but manfully, 
.^nd.ftpQdfirm ag^infl^all ext^mities y/ith ad- 
mirable conftaricy : but, utoBnf^tUe' : forty 
day of the &gt/£h^ 

tuew wx>rks to py^errton^ the walls, .velpalian had vefpafian 



an accqunt broug>t r h\jn^ by a defetter, of themt-^^^ 




CHAP. XII. 



The Samarians affemble upon mount Qerizim^ and fitm 
to threaten a nevolt. Vefpajian fends Cerealis againft 
them. The Samarians raife a formidable body. A 



fon wastfo ^eakeueclj. that, wfth'one harp aflault 
more v ine Romans might certaimy tarry theplace; 
or, :as the eaficr way, tpey might take an opporm* 
mty of furpnzmg them. The deferter adviftd 
Vefpafian to take his time about break of day, when 
he would be fure to. find them fupine and carelefs, 
and the guard fo drowfy arid fatigued, that be 
could not fail of carrying his point. 

Vefpafian was fo well acquainted with the natu- 
ral fidelity of the Jews, and .how 'much the£ con- 
temned force or torments, that he gdVe little or no 
credit to this fugitive, 1 and particularly from air in- 
ftance he had of a wonderful conftancy of tnind in 
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one of that city already 



tapata, and being put to the queftion about f he 
condition of the town, he flood all manner of tor- 
tures, even to fire, and the crofs itfelf, to the con- 
tempt of death in all forms, rather than make the 
lead difcovery. But as there was fome probability 
in the account, he thought he fliould run no rifque 
in feeming to believe it ; upon which confideration 

rbr l Sic arc, ' ,e or ^ cre ^ the informer to be taken into cuftody, 
airautt. and every thing made ready for the aflault. 

> • 

* 

Purfuant to this refolution, at the hour afligned, 
the army made a filent march up to the walls, Ti- 
tus at the head, with Domitius Sabinus, and fome 
particulars chofen men from the fifteenth legion. They killed 
of the ac. the guards, entered the city, and were followed by 

Sextus Cerealis, the tribune, and Placidus, with the 
troops under their command. The Romans. were 
now in poffeffion of the fort, matters of the town, 
broad day-light, and yet the garrifon was fp. fpent 
with fatigue and over-watching, that they dic^hot fo 
much as know the town was taken. Nay, thofe 
that were awake were almoft as ignorant as the reft j 
for there fell fuch amift at that very iiiftaht, that 
cither they faw nothing, or knew not what they 
faw.. This fog continued till the whole army entered 
the place, the people never waking till they felt the 
danger, and till they were convinced,, by the fatal 
consequences, that they were undone. 



turn 



The Romans had fuffered too much in the fiege to 
have any ferife of mercy or tendernefs upon the 
ftorm . Some werethrown headlong down from .the 
top of the forfto the bottom ; others, that wanted 
neither good-will or refolution to revenge them- 
felves, were either prefled to death in crowds, for- 
ced down precipices, or daflted to pieces by the 
A terrible ruinsover their heads. This was the cafe of fevfcral 
thc g c l ic t i : - rofo f the feledt friends of Jofephus, who chofe rather 
b^the^o to ^ e hy thfcir own hands, than by the hands of ah 
niar^and* enen &y, and to flay themfelves in private, when they 
their own could not have the fatisfadion of taking a Roman 

along with them* This induced divers of them to 

withdraw together into a reiiibtfc part of the city, 
and . there do the laft office for dilfc another. 
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A*bafc and Thdfeof the watcW who firft perceived that.the 
^^J^^ got into a Certain turrei towards the 

north, and, for & while, defended thfetaafelves j but 
. bfeihg overborne by numbers^ they offered to treat, 

■ and finding no terms would be allowed them, they 
were cut to pieces upon the place, and fell like men 
of honour. This aclion clofed the fiege ; and the 
day had pafled without the fhedding of one drop of 
Roman blood, had it not been for the death of An- 
thony, a centurion, who was bafely flain at the tak- 



No com- 
panion 
shewn to 
the be- 
fieged. 



ing of the city j\ 
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There were, jfeveral. of the jfelta* tfiat fled into 
caves ; and one of them called put to Anthony for 
quarter, defiring^that he would |jiVe himhis'right 
hand upon it, as an oblieatioja of honour for - the 
performance of the condition. Anthony uttwarily 
ftretching his right hand for the.fatisfatftion of the 
Jew, the other ftabbed him under the loins with a 
dagger, and killed him on the;fppt. 
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e Romans flew all they nietthat day without 
diftin&ion an,d; for / fome days following they 
,fearchedall hiding* places, vaults, and cellars, for 
fugitives, putting all to deafhthe^ cOtild find, wo- 
men ! and children ov\y. excepted: There Jtyere 
twelve ^hundredctiaken-prifphers, aid forty thortffand 

emouS- flfii 4? r i n g "'the. whole cpurfeofth^ fiege. Yifpafiag; 
c4i ordered the city to be razec^ '^n : d ihe'Ca^ftl^fe to 'be 

fenrot.v Jotapata was takbn r tlfe/ firft dayt>fthe 
month Panemus, in the thirtedrithyear of the reign 
of Nero. ?. ". ' 
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CHAP. XVI. 
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7ie ftriSlefi fe arch is made after ' Jbfephus y vrl 
.trayed by a woman. Vefpafian offers him 
Jtficanor endeavours to prevail with him ttr 

trs enraged at his heRtation. He 



up 



foldiers enraged at his he fit at ion. 
\ former .revelations. Is' for delivering himfelf 
the Romans. The Jews tnveftive againft him. 



Expofiulation of Jofephus with the Jews. They conti- 
nue irreclaimable. Draws lots for their lives. Jcfe- 
phus and one more fubmit to live. Ih is Jet at liberty, 
and conduced by Nicanor to Vejpafiaa, who confers wit! 
Aim in private. Titus cxprej/es ejleesafor him. fofe- 
phus foretells the fuccejfion of Fejpafian and 7)t,>ts)o't/;c 
empire. Vefpafian difregards the prediction, nil jt j 5 
afterwards confirmed. Ve fpafi'in ret urns to Pio!emais % 
and thence to Cefarca. ' 

Tip, Romans made the ftri&cft fearch for Jofe- a ana 
phus, partly through perfonai animofity to f " r f c ^ af ^ 
him r and partly through an oftieious delire ot ob- ^ 
taining the favour of Vefpaii^n, 1 who looked upon 
him as the main fupport of the vvar. It was his 

food fortune, upon the taking of the town, to make 
is efqape through, the midlt of his enemies, and 
conceal himfelf in a deep pit, :>vith a paffage that aeiicon, 
led out of it into a large caveru^ wjiich could not be !k 
difcerned from above. : In; tthis recefs he found ci vera.' 0 3 
forty perfons of eminence under his own circum- 
ftances, with provifions about them for feveral 
days. The enemy being in pofleflloii of the 
whole country, he was under the neceflity of keep- - 
ing clofe in the day^tLmc, but w^it abroad in the 
night, to obferve tjie pofl:ui;e of the guards, and 9 , 
look for fome means of making his,efcape. But the , 
watch were fo ffcrixftly obferVja??t:,i9iid particularly 
on his account, that it beiujg; impoffible to elude 
their vigilance, he went back to lus retreat,. an4" . 
there continued for fome. time. 



On the third Jdayjhe- was betrayed by a. woman Heubc 
that was taken up ; and Vefpafian fent twotribunes.-JJ^f''. 
tohim,Paulihiis ahd Gallicanus^ to invite him fromJ^pftwd 
his irecels, andrafliire him-, uppn- the word of the^^^; 
general, of the moft liberal .treatment . Jofephp^'. :. . 4 
could not think.it pi*udjent: to-tfuft fo far to.jthp * 
Roman generofity as to Venture hitnfelf upon the , 
general's parole J and being con fcious, from the mif r 
chiefs he had done. them^he had more reafon to ex- . : 

pe<9: revenge than favour, he excufed jiimfelf from Nicanor 
complying: with thieipropofal. Vefpafian then r fenta^^ 
third tribune to.bim,*:Nicanor, his familiar fri^df^^ ' 
Nicanor reprefen ted to him the humane difpofition 0B3p 
of ^the vi«£lofioua R»maA towards. thofe whonVhe 
jihad fubdued ; and jaiTured ihim^ moitepver, ^at,j 
jfo fer* from refeitting his <5ondujft^ : ;*con fid ered -im 
fthfe light of ah enenAyvhe highiyrapproved his bna^ 
iveryi and efteiermedrhis virtues. ' He farthe^pronf 
cdeded to reafon . with him, whjen herhad only tp j 
OTjwn ftibfervieiicy tOihlsfwill : that his behaviour . 

was a proofp'of . his iiefpeiSbtfor . ^^a. worthy iiri4n^f%nd 
his difpofition ib ire^t .Jofephus in a.piarfiier ' be- 
coming that character r that, .if! duplicity bad been 
: his^ dehgni:hje wbuld not have employed jtffjend 

ithe office of a mifbreakt.} jncmw^nW^heifh^ 
:haye fubmitted to be the inftrument of treachery. 
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JofophuB^ftiH :c«minm»g:. to.hefitat^y natythhH 

» ft fttid ing 'the pertinent r^lbning.of ihi$: frfend; l^irr 
cinor, the foldiers bec.amerfo incehfed; that th>yi "i 
wOtold hbfve-ftot fire to t the cave* if the tribune b^d - : ; j 
notprevented it^by affitrmg them that he was d^-:' 
firdu^ of taking Mm alive ■&$: Nicanor. becapie 
nWre ptefl[i«g m'his in ftaiices tor bring him to cofflr 
pliMc^, the rafge and- menaces of the; foldier^.in^ 
creafed . This recalled to: his. mind. certain dreams: 
h^tiady in which had been revealed to him th^r^a-r 
lairiitie & that were-to faef at tlie Je ws^ and the:gr^D^ 
detii* ^and- profperit?y tof the : Romans>v> ;JRc way i^fl-r 
do^d with -a gift of expounding dreiihs- and.r^^S 
NaKrig mfc&y tfain^hir^bichJiadjbeeif .vefl^d'iuri^ert 



vea 



the gtiiie of myftery/ As he)was.;a: priefft himftd^* 
arid of the facerddtal-Tace, he was well jV-erfedirt 
the : wakings of the inspired prophets;? and. a.t tlii^ 
veryinftant, a&if imprefled by.^cifacred emotip'ri^ 
and under the immediate impulfei of the tremens 
dous images reprefented in his former vifions, he 
thus addrefled the Almighty. 



c Great God ! fince it is thy bleffed will to deprefsg** 



u the Jews, and to exalt the Romans, and to make prayer 
c< me the inftrutfleht to foretel thy purpofe, I fiibr 
u m\t myfelf to thy providence, and to the. accept- 
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" ance of my life upon condition of furrendering 
" mvfclf to the Romans: but in the prefence of thy 
" facred Majefty, I do likewife declare, that I do 
« it as the minilter of thy good pleafure, and not 
" as a betrayer of my country. 

He had no fooncr complied with Nicanor's invi- _ ww a ^ tv 

tation,than his companions, in the recefs, reproach- II " thofe that lie in waitto^ft^yu 
*(\ him with in vedlives to the folio wine* purnort : \\ u Hnrl that 



cc for any thing to deftrpy itfeif,- it is contrary to 
" nature, and confequently a facrilegious- wick£ct- 
<c nefs againft God himfelf. There is no creature 
" that feeks or covets, its own death, hi oppofition 
" to the univerfal impulfe of a defire to live i and 
<c therefore we pronounce; thofe 'people our .cnfe- 
u mies that would take a way our lives, and puniftr 



ed him with invedliyes to the following purport : 

* 

bfcaive " What is become of the laws of our country,, 

of ^Vhim CC ° r °^ *' ie honour of our profeflion ? the; fpirit 
afi < c of our anceftors, and that primitive vigour, of the 

Jews, that, with the firft breath of life, drew in a 
contempt of death I Can Jofephiis be fo fond of 
« chat life too, as to think of looking the fun in the 
<c face, and feeing himfelf a Have ? Why does he 
« not adb according to his dq&rine, . and pradtife 
what he teachesnt He recommends liberty^to 
" others, and renounces it himfelf. You were cer- 
« tainly very mudt raiftaken (they exclaimed) in 
" theraeafures you took of true wifdom and'eou- 
" rage, either if you could hope foi- quarter :where 
'*< you have fo little deferved it, op if you can fink 
« fo low as to accept pf life uj>6n.:difhonourable 
" terms. But, however the fortune of Rome may 
" fright you into a forgetfulnefs of yourfelf, it 
tc fliall never make us depart from the duty we owe 
" to the good of our nation 5 and we have yet hes^rts 
« and fwords ready to ftand by you in that quaypeL 
" If you are othcrways refolved, you have it npw: 
" at your choice, whether you vviU die a. general 
" of the Jews, or the death of a coward and a trai- 
" tor. Fall upon your own fword, and youdio fhe 
u former ; or leave ifto us, and it will be thelat-? 
« 5 ter : for the work muft " 



It is frame 

God that we have received life ;: and i t is to him 
a g a#i n, ^ his good time, that we are to rend er.it v 
" What can he mpre provoking iand^ngratctf>H 
" than the defpifing p?his gifts?;,Our:bodiesarejall 
tc mortal* ,and fo arefthe rfiaterialsrpf whichithcy 
" are compounded; but xht- foul is a divine pictfc- 
u cle, infufed into the body by God hitafelf,Vajid:ijt 
" cannevcrdle. Ifany man fliallembezfcteor^bttfe 
" a depofit betwixt man and man, we can fay nb- 
" thi3 ?.§ ehough of him ..Now the; foul is .tfffec- 

pr ef^c 



• u.uv^viib j -All 14 

^Majeftyi ; and 
eitberrdifcover 



Having uttered this inve&ive, tjhey unfheathed 
their fwords, and threatened hitp. with immediate 
death, if he entertained a farther thought of fub- 
mitting to the Romans, Jofephus, apprehenfive 
that he might be taken off before he had delivered 
to the Jews what he had been enjoined by Divine 
revelation to communicate, thus expoftulated with 
his companions : - . 



We find.it.reafonable enough to punifti ferViant^ 
f f who defcrt* thoi*gh it be from the worft of tnaf- 
* terg^andihall we at the fame time, that for Aike a 
<c gracious and a.rigbteous God, pretend tojuftify 
w ourfplves;? As for thofe that govern themfetyos 
cc accprding to the. inftinft of nature, ^and pay the 
u „ debt of life back again to him that g"ave it, when- 
(( :cv^r ,be commands, it, do not you; kriow that 

eyetJafting honpufs attend the memory of thofe 
" bltffed fouls from r . generation to generation,- 
cc which, after a certain number of ages in ; the 
u heavenly manfions provided for them, fhall re* 
^ tiirft, and animate bodies, pure like themfelves f 
u Whereas the deppeft pit of helljs refei-ved. for 

felfrmurderers j and God will revenge the iniqui- 
" ties of the fathers japon the children in after ages. 
ct They are hatefulto God : and the wifdom of our 
tC great law-giver haith been (b fevere upon them, 
" that he 'that kills himfelf is not allowed burial 
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What 




c and fetting the two deareft friends in toature at 
<c variance, the foul and the body ? Am I changed ? 
u Afk the Romans. Is it a glorious fate to die in 
tc war ? It is fo undoubtedly, if it be in a war acr 
tc cording to the law of arms ; that is to fay, where 
<c aman falls bythehand of the conqueror. Neither 
" fliould I make any more confeience of killing 
46 my felf than of deuring a Roman to do it ; but if 
" the Romans have a mind to fpare an enemy, (hall 
<c that enemy, on the other hand, be fo cruel as not 
" to fpare himfelf ? or fo foolifti as to be more rigo- 
" rous in his own cafe* than he wo 



nied to an enemy. In other places the right 
hand is qui off from the body of- the dead, as 
c *. armed againft,himfelf : for it is reafonable that 
" the hand thatpafcts the. foul and: the body fliall-bc 
. c Sdivided from ;the body itfelf. It is a ^reat bli?£- 
u .fi n grl»y good friends, to make a right judgment 
cc : of things, and not to render ,our condition worfe 
u than it is,- by blafpheming and incenfing our 
cc Maker. If we are difpofed to live, what hinders . 
cc us ? for life can be no diilionour to us, when we 
cc have given fo many.fignal prooft of our virtue.- 
ic But if nothing wiirfer.ve us but dying, let us fall 
c< by the hands of thofe that have mattered us. I 
* c am not for going over, to the enemy inifuch a 
<c manner as to deprive myfelf of life, bydqing the 
" famething to.my deftrii&ion, that adefert^rdpes 
c< to fave himfelf. Jf the.Romans fhpuld fee trea- 
4C cherous, and break faith with us, it would be no 



* * 



true 



" he that facrifices his life to his liberty ; but then 
" it muft be in arms, and in the a£t of contending 
" for it ; and that life muft be taken away in 
" the conteft by the competitor, that would take 
tc away that liberty. But we have to do with an 
" enemy atprefent, that neither kills us, or fights 
<c with us ; for the quarrel is over. Now he \s as 
" pufillanimous a wretch that prelfes to die when hie 
14 fhould not, as he that is afraid to die when his 
" honour calls him to it. What is it, at laft, but 
<l the fear of death tliat keeps us from going up 
u to the Romans ? Shall we caft ourfelves into a 
<c certain death one way, for fear of an uncertain 
<c death another ? But it is, you will fay, perhaps, 
" to avoid flavery : and do you think y ouifelves 
a now at liberty ? But it is looked /upon as the 
" part of a brave man to take away his own life 
" with his own hand . What would you think of the 
u mafter of a veflel, that, for fear of a ftorm ap- 
" proaching, fliould fink the boat before it comes ? 
" Would you account that man a brave comman- 
<c der ? To fay nothing of the affront that is offer- 
" ed to the common wifdom of Providence inthena- 
" ture of things (for the defire of felf-prefervation 
" is a principle implanted in all living creatures 5) 



cc more in fpme$refpedts than; what one might 1 
<c neftly wifhfor, as it yields matter for a fteady and 
" a generous mind to work upon, not only in the 

" fufferance, but in the contempt pf death ;for the 
" very baferiefs of the perfidy will be fome fort of 
cc comfort tous, when we confidcrthat the authors 

" of our ruin have made themfelves infamous and 
tc odious to pofterity/' 



Thefe, and many arguments of a fimilar nature, 
did Jofephus ufe to dilluade his companions from 
the impious refolution of fuicide. But defperation C ond/u^-, 
had rendered them deaf to all prudent advice, as tcctoni4b te 
having long ago devoted themfelves to deftmitftion. *: 
In the molt frantic rage they prefled upon him With : 
their drawn fwordsoneafter another, reviling hirh 1 
as an infamous coward, and declaring him defervhig 
ofdeath at their hands. Jofephus, in this extremity, ,W U ^ S U 
conducfted himfelf with all poflible addrefs and fa- nent dan - 
gacity, interpofing one while the authority of his fi^.° f|li * 
commiffion, which carried a kind of reverence with 
it ; at another the plea of friendlhip ; at anoflier 
the force of argument; fo that at length, by aprii- 
dent application to their refpecflive humours arid 
difpofitions, he diverted the blow. When it cattle 
to the point of execution, however, the venerable 
afpe(Stoftheirgeneral ftruck them with reniorfe, and 
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His fjgacity 
vti pro L»o f- 



lots. 



cc have in charge to deliver ; and whenever I am 
tc am found fo facrilegious an impollor as to call 
" God witnefs to a fallacy, deal with me as I 
<c deferve." 

fagaeity, and trailing himfelf to the providence of 
the Almighty, determined at laft to put his life to II This addrefs, carrying with ittherefemblancc of 
the hazard, obferving to his companions, " that, j| delign, was not attended toattirflby Vefpafian, till 
lince they were refolved upon death, they had no- 1 comparing the particulars with otherpredidtions of 



compelled them to drop the weapons they had up- 
lifted to deprive him of life. 

In this ftate of defpair he adted with his nfual 



Jofephus 

efcapes 

death. 



thing more to do than to commit that death to de- 
termination by lot, fo that he on whom the lot fell 
firft, might be killed by him that had the fecond 
lot, in which manner fortune would make its pro- 
grefs through them all, and prevent any of them 
from perifliing by their own hand ; as it would be 
unreafonable, when the reft wurc gone, that any 
one fliould repent and efcape." 

This propofal appeared to them all veryjuft and 
equitable ; fo that they accordingly drew, and the 
perfons upon whom the lots fell were fucceffively 
put to death by the next man, as fuppofing the ge- 
neral would die in his turn, a consideration dearer 
to them than life. At length (either through for- 
tune or Providence^ there was only Jofephus and 
one more remaining of the whole number ; upon 
which Jofephus thus reafoned with his furviving 
companion. <c If we caft lots once again, either my 
friend muft kill me, or Imuftkill him, and embrue 



Is conJutl- 
eil to Vef- 



the fame tendency, which appeared exactly to cor- 
refpond, he wasat length induced to give credit to 
the prefage. A friend and confident of Vefpafian, 
expoftulating with Jofephus on the credibility of 
his declaration, obferved to him, u that, as he was 
fo fkilful in divination, it was extraordinary he 
fliould know nothing of the ruin of Jotapata, an4 
his own imprifonment." Reply was made by Jofe- 
phus, " that he foretold the inhabitants very par- The 
ticularly what was to bdfail the town and himfelf; 
that the former was to be deftroyed on the forty- Safe, 
feventh day, and that he himfelf was to be taken 
prifoner by the Romans." Vefpafian caufed ftridl 
enquiry to be made in private of the truth of this 
relation, which he found verified by the prifoners. 
Though Jofephus was not actually fet at liberty, 
he was, in every inftauce of accommodation, trea- 
ted with great courtefy and refpedt, but by Titus 
in a more peculiar manner. 

On the fourth day of the month Panemus, Vcf- 
pafian returned toPtolemais, and thence proceeded 
to Cefarea on the fea-coaft, which is one of the firft 
cities of Judea. The greater part of the inhabi- 
tants were Greeks, fo that they received the Roman 
army with great acclamations ; not only from the 
refpedt they bore the empire, but the averfion they 
had for the Jews, on which account they prefTed 
Vefpafian with clamorous importunity to put Jofe- 
phus to death. But the general, confidering this 
tumultuous way of proceeding only as the adt of a 
rafli multitude, difmiffed the petitioners without an 
anfwer. Deeming Cefarea a commodious place 
for winter quarters, he placed two legions in it, 
and fent the fifth and tenth legions to Scythopolis, 
that he might not diftrefs Cefarea with the entire 
army. This town is fituated upon a plain near the 
fea, and is extremely hot in the fummer, but tern- 



T: 



en- 



tertains a 
lingular 
regard 
for him. 



my hands in the blood of my countryman." By 
thefe means he prevailed with his companion to 
fubmit to live, upon his engagement for his fe- 
curity. 

Having extricated himfelf from the difficulties in 
which he was involved, not only with the Romans, 
but his own countrymen, Jofephus committed 
himfelf toNicanor, who conducted him to Vefpa- 
fian . The multitude thronged to fee him, and were 
varioufly affedted by the incident. Some rejoiced 
that he was taken, fome threatened him, fome 
prelled to get near him ; and others, at a diftance, 
cried out for juftice upon him as a public enemy. 
Thofe who approached near enough to obferve 
his perfon, renedted on his extraordinary enter- 
prizes in a comparative with his prefent condition, 
and were ftruck with amazement at the change. 

Nor was there any of the Roman commanders, II pcrate in the winter feafon. 
however prepofTefTed againft him before, but re- 
lented at the light of him. Above all the reft Titus, 
in particular, fhc wed the higheft efteem for his cha- 
racter and perfon, and the infuperable dignity of 
his mind in the greateft misfortunes, comparing 
what he remembered of him in the war, with what 
he faw of him now in the hands of his conquerors, 
and making pertinent remarks on the uncertain 
chance of war, and the viciffitudes of all human af- 
fairs. Such were the fentiments of Titus concern- 
ing Jofephus ; and he brought all that heard him 
to coincide with him, his father not excepted, with 
whom he was very inftrumental towards etfedting 
his prefervation. Vefpafian gave ftridt orders that 
he Ihould be kept with great caution, as he intend- 
ed to fend him to the emperor. 

When Jofephus heard him give thofe orders, he 
informed the general that he had fomethinff to 



CHAP. XV. 



communicate to him in private. Vefpafian, upon 
this intimation, ordered all to withdraw, except 
Titus and two friends, and then giving him audi- 
ence, Jofephus addrefTed him to this effedh 



Prophetic 
fpeech of 
Jofephus 
to Vef- 



cc You have now, general, in your hands, Jofe- 
phus, a prifoner of war ; and your prefent 
thoughts, perhaps, extend nofarther. But I come 
as a mefTenger of greater tidings, in a matter of 
cc much more importance. Had it not been for this 
" commiflion, I could not have been here at pre- 
c< fent, contrary to the duty of a Jewifh general, 
cc living, and in the hand of an enemy. But why 
" am I to be fent to Nero, when Vefpafian himfelf is 
" fo near the empire, that I can hardly diftinguifli 
" between Vefpafian and the emperor, or Caefar ? 
44 Befides, his ion Titus is to fucceed him. Keep 
<( me at pleafure; but let me be the prifoner of 
cc Vefpafian, who is not only my mafter, but in ef- 
" fedt, fovercign of the univerfe. This is what I 



Joppa a refuge for revolt ers and robbers. Vefpafian 
fends an army thither. Dcfcription of Joppa. The 
inhabitants fujfer flripwreck . // is taken a fecond time 



by the Romans, 
c a file. Jo/ephn 



Fefp 



'amented by the Jcws^ who^ when they found 
that he was living^ and in favour with the Remans^ 
held him in the grcate/l ave^fton. 

THERE was, at this time, a great multitude ^«pp*£ 
gathered together, partly revolters from the Ithw 
Romans, and partly fugitives from fome conquered 
cities of the Jews. They applied themfelvestothe 
repairing of Joppa, which Ceftius had demoliflied, 
and, for want of fubfiftence in the country which he 
had laid wafte, refolved to try their fortune at fea. 
To this end they put out with a fleet of piratical 
fhips, fcowering Syria, Phoenicia, and the coafts of 
Egypt, pillaging all trading veflels in thofe feas,and 
thereby wholly obftrudting commerce. Vefpafian, 
receiving intelligence of tttefe proceedings, fent a 
body of horfeand foot to Joppa, which being loofely 
guarded, they entered the town in the night with 
much eafe . The inhabitants were fo alarmed at this 
furprize, that, without attempting to oppofe the 
Romans, they fled to their fhips, and lay ofFatfea 
all night, out of the reach of their darts. 

Joppa may be faid to be a fea town, without any Uifcdr 
manner of port : the fhore is fleep and craggy, with oi 
two pointed rocks on each fide, ftretching a con- 
fiderable way into the fea, and bending in the form 
of an half-moon, which renders it very tempeftous 
there in foul weather. Here are ftill to be feen the 
marks of Andromeda's chains, which atteft that 
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fable of antiquity. A crofs wind updn the quarter 
dafhesthc waves againft the rocks in fo dreadful a 
manner, thatnothingcanbe more hideous or dan- 
gerous. 

o 

While tliepeopleof Joppa were ridingin tbisfta- 
tion* there arofe a furious ftorm at break of day, 
which is called by the name ,of the Black-north. 
This wind daflied their veflels to pieces, fome againft 
one another, and others againftthe rocks; Great 
numbers, that laboured againftthe tide, to put out 
tofea, were up-fet, and fwallowed up ; for thefliore 
was fo rocky, and had fo many of the enemy upon 
it, that they were afraid to come to land. Their 
fituation, indeed, was defperate, betwixt the wind 
at fea, and the Romans on fhore. Their lamenta- 
tions and outcries were horrible ; fome were drown- 
ed, others died on board the wrecks ; fome fell up- 
on their fvvords, to prevent other confequences ; 
feveral were wafhed away by the billows, and daflied 
to pieces againft the rocks, till the water was dif- 
coloured with blood, and the whole coaft covered 
with dead bodies; the foldiers waiting all the time 
upon the land, to difpatch thofe that were driven 
on fhore. There were fuppofed to be four thoufand 
two hundred bodies caft up with the tide. 

The Romans being now matters of Joppa with- 
out a ftroke, (this being the fecond time of their 
taking it,) razed it to the ground ; but Vefpaflan, 
left it fliould become an harbour for pirates, once 
again fortified the caftle, and placed in it a compe- 
tent garrifon, leaving a confiderable body of horfe 
in the place, to fcour, burn, and lay wafte the cir- 
cumjacent towns and villages ; which orders were 
accordingly executed. 

The report of the furrender of Jotapata was fo 
extraordinary, and the fad: fo dubitable in itfelf, 
that it gained little or no credit. Indeed, there (ur- 
» vived not a man of the place to carry the tidings ; 
though a rumour was fpread at random, that the 
city was taken, asadverfe incidents foon tranfpire. 
By degrees, however, it parted for current ; and in 
the courfe of time, was generally admitted, with 
ffibe many additional and fictitious circumftances. It 

^'fiil was con fidently reported, that, upon the taking of 
Ecd/the city, Jofephus was flairi, to the infinite afflicti- 
on of the inhabitants of Jerufalem in general. Some 
that fell were lamented by particular families, 
others by particular friends ; but the general, be- 
ing a public lofs, was thefubjeft of univerfal mourn- 
ing, idfomuch, that for thirty days there was no 
intermiffion of the folemnity, nor any coft {pared 
for the celebration of the funeral pomp. But when 
time brought truth to light, and reprefented the 
tranfadtions at Jotapatain their true colours ; when 
it came to be known that Jofephus was not dead, 
as reported, but ftill living, and in fuch credit with 
the Romans, that their generals, inftead of treating 
him as a captive, conferred the higheft honours up- 
on him, the veneration they had for him, while they 
fuppofed him dead, was turned into the mod ran- 
corous envy and hatred. They reproached him 
Joirerfriiy with cowardice and treachery, in abandoning the 

SeTh cd Cau ^ c » anc * w hole city joined in calumny and 
band hl y detra&ion againft him. Wile men avail themfelves 
r *Mng. of one misfortune as a precaution againft another ; 

but thofe devoted people, when they had once de- 
li, viated, purfiied their error, and made the end of 
* one mifchief the beginning of another. The Jews, 
by a kind of fatality, were now thrown into a 
greater rage againft the Romans than ever, as if 
the wreaking' of their vengeance on them was the 
nioft effectual means of revenging themfelves upon 
Jofephus. Thefe were the tumults in Jerufalem 
at this time, 



CHAP. XVI. 



Vefpafian goes to Cefa 



where he is enter- 



tained by Jgrippa twenty days. Tiberias and Tari- 
chee revolt from 'the Romans. Vefpafian orders fome 
troops to Scythopolis, and encamps at Sennabris, with- 
in fight of the rebels. The faction fall upon Vale- 
rian, who is fent by the general to compromife mat- 



ters, 
the 



Vefpafian, at the inflame of Jgrippa, pardons 

affront. Trajan takes pojfeffton of the c a file. 
Vefpafian enters the city, and is received with ac- 
clamations. 



KING Agrippa having invited Vefpafian topafs vefpiGaa 
away fome time with him in his country, and fJ^pS*" 
to bring his army with him, partly from a motive xt^t l " 
of generofity, and partly from the hope of bring- 
ing fome male-contents to better order, the gene- 
ral embraced the offer with Cordiality, and mar- 
ched from Cefarea upon the fea-coaft to Cefarea 
Philippi, where he ftaid twenty days, refreshing 
himfelf and his troops, and returning public thatiks 
to the greater difpofer of all events for the fuccefs 
which he had been pjeafed to crown his undertak- 
ings; He has there given to underftand, that Ti- 
berias was at that time wavering, and that Tarichee 
had already revolted, (both of which cities were 
parts of the kingdom of Agrippa,) and therefore 
thought he could not have a fairer opportunity of 
acknowledging his obligations to Agrippa, than 
by reducing thofe people to allegiance, efpecialiy 
being refolved within himfelf to prefs hard upon 
the Jews. With this View he fent his fon Titus for 
the troops that were quartered at Cefarea, to bring 
them to Scy thopolis, a place not far from Tiberias, 
and much the largeft town in the diftri<St of Deca- 
polis. Vefpafian got thither firftj and waited the 
arrival of his fon ; when he advanced with three 
legions within thirty furlongs of Tiberias, and en- 
camped at a place called Sennabris, within fight of 
the rebels. From thence he fent Valerian Ducur- 
fbri, with forty horfe, to eadeavour, by fair words, 
to reduce them ro their duty. He was inftrudted 
to tell them, that the general fuppofed the people 
to by peaceably inclined, if they were not incited 
to feflition by a number of male-contents. When 
Valerian approached the town, he alighted from 
his horfe, and enjoined his companions to do the 
fame, to obviate any fufpicion of an hoftile in- 
tent. 

The fadtiou, Under the command of Jefus, the fon one j c f ui 
of Tobias, leader of a band of rovers, fell furi- thttlf 
oufly upon Valerian and his people, without giving "ous. 

them theleaft previous notice. Valerian, though Thcf>aft k 
alarmed at the affront, durft not ftrike a ftroke con- f a u u P oa n 
trary to the order of his general, though he had^'V^y 
every probable view of fuccefs* Valerian, in fine, 
and five of his men, made their efcape on foot, be- 
ing forced toleave their horfes behind them, which 
Jefus, and his crew carried off in triumph into the 
town, as' trophies of victory, rather than the booty 
of an infamous treachery. 

This mean and unmanly conduct excited in the The lead- 
minds of the leading men of the place fuch appre- ingmenof 
henfions of revenge, that they immediately repair- defirethe 
ed to the Roman camp, under the countenance and ^ c c n h ^ hip • 
protection of king Agrippa, and caft themfelves at Roman?. • 
Vefpafian's feet for mercy and pardon, imploring 
him not to impute the crimes of particular perfons 
to the whole body of a people who never wanted 
veneration for the Romans ; and likewife to fpare 
the innocent, and punifli the authors of the defec- 
tion. Vefpafian could hardly forgive the feizure 
of the horfes : however, upon the med^tion of 
Agrippa, he granted their requeft. As foon as this 
aft of grace was palled, Jefus and his party, not 
thinking it fafe for them to continue at Tiberias, 
made the beft of their way to Tarichee* 

Vefpafian fent Trajan, the day following, with a 
party of horfe, to take pofTeffion of the caftle, and 
to found the common people if they were of the 
fame peaceable difpofition withtheir deputies. Upon 
finding they were of the fame mind, Vefpafian 
marched up to the city with his whole arm^r, the ci- 
tizens opening the gates, and receiving him in the 
way with due honours and acknowledgments as 
their benefactor and protestor. But the gatesbeing Vefpafias 
too narrow for the troops to march at liberty, the enters the 
Roman general cau fed a part of the fouth wall tobe ^fiama^ 
beaten down to widen the paffage, but with a com- now. 
mand of the utmoft penalty 3 not to offer any violence 
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to the people. This he declared wasfor the fake of 
Agrippa, as it was that he fpared the remainder of 
the wall, upon the king's undertaking for the gooil 
behaviour of the people for the time to come. Thus 
did he rcftorc this city to a quiet (late after it had 
been grievoufly afllicted by /edition, 

C H A P. XVII. 

I'efpajian leads /lis army againjl Tarichee. Its fituation 
and fortifications. The faction break in upon the AV 
wan pioneers. The Romans purfue the Jews up to their 
flipping* Great numbers of Jews affe 
Titus fent out for difcovcry. His addrefs to his fol- 
diers. Total definition of the Jews, A violent fac- 
tion in the city. Titus improves the occafiou. Tranfmits 
his father an account of the exploit. Scuds vcfjels in 
pirjuit of the fugitives. 

VESPASIAN, having departed from Tiberias, 
encamped betwixt that city and Tarichee ; but 
fortified his camp with a wall, upon an opinion that 
T^b"riAs& t ^ le taking* of the place would be a work of time. 
Tarichee. It was remarkably ftrong, both by art and nature ; 

and being fortified by the lake of Genefareth, it 
was looked upon as the receptacle of all the defpe- 
rate turbulent people of the faction. It is iituated, 
^ n ^j°". h like Tiberias, at the foot of a mountain ; and on 
of Tarickc tli ofe lides that arc not waflicd by the fea, Jofephus 

had run up a ftrong wall, but in fome degree infe- 
rior to that of Tiberias. At the commencement of 
the revolt, there wanted neither men, money, or 
provifions to render that place impregnable : in- 
deed there was a furplusto fpare for Tiberias. The 
beliegers had likewife a fleet of armed veflels in 
readinefs upon the lake for a retreat, in cafe of an 
adverfe ftroke by land ; and to ferve for a naval 
fight, if there Ihould be any occaiion. * 

"While the Romans were fortifying and entrench- 
ing, Jefusand his party made a furious attack upon 
them, fcattcred the pioneers, and overthrew a good 
part of their \vorks> without any dread either of 
the Roman difciplinc, or of their numbers. The 
Romans purfued them to the lake, when they em- 
Thc no- barked on board their vcilels ; and when they 

fuc"t!ic Ur " l iac ^ S ot out °^ t ' le reac h °f t ' lc enemy's darts and 
jewsto arrows, they came to anchor, and there \zy ar- 

pins. Shi? " ranged, as if drawn up in order of battle. 



Tit'! "ha- 
rangues bis 
army. 



During thefo tran factions Vefpafian received in- 
telligence that a conliderable body of Jews were ga- 
thered together on the next plain, and thereupon 
lent out his foil, with a detachment of iix hundred 
chofen horfe, to difperfe them. Titus accordingly 
proceeded, and finding himfelf greatly overpow- 
ered by numbers, fent to his father for a reinforce- 
ment. Finding, however, the greater part of his 
troops eager for a&ion, not with ttanding adifparity 
in point of numbers, lie took up his ftand where 
he might beft be heard, and thus addrelled them: 

" Romans, (for I cannot begin my difcourfe more 
cc aufpieioufly than by putting you in mind of your 
" race, telling you whence and what you are, 
u and whom you have to do withal. As to the 
u Romans, the whole world allows them to be in- 
cc vincitie, upon undeniable proof and experience. 
46 I have this to fay for the Jews too, that, though 
" they have been often conquered, they would 
tc never own thcmfelves to be overcome : fo that 
<c we have no more to do, than to ftand as firm at 
cc leaft in our profperity, as they do in their adv ?r- 
" iity,) I read chearfulnefs and courage in every 
" face, and it joys me to fee it : but yet I am un- 
<c eafy fometimes for fear the vaft numbers of your 
" enemies fliould fcrike a fecret damp upon that 
tC refolution. Wherefore let every man duly con- 
ct fidcr his own force, and that of his adverfary. 
<c The Jews, it is true, are generally bold, and fear- 
" lefs of death, but utterly deficient in military 
£c conduct and difciplinc, and may be more pro- 
u perly called a croud of people than an army ; 
tc whereas nothing can be more regular than our 
" order and experience. What are we the better 
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cc 

Ct 



for the practice of arms in time of peace, if it 
does not help us to fupply the want of numbers 
by lkill and addrefs ? Or, what is the benefit of a 
perpetual excrcife of war, if it gives us no advan- 
tage over men that are raw and inexperienced I 
4C Do but coniider what it is to encounter naked 
u bodies with men in arms, foot with horfe j men 
u that undcrftand nothing of government, with 
eminent commanders ; and that wc are as good 
as double the number we appear to be, at that 
cc rate of advantage ; and the enemy not half fo 
ftrong as they may appear. It is not number 
c< alone that does the bulinefs in war, let the com- 
cc batants be ever fo flout ; but tr 



cc 
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courage, as we 

fee every day, does wonders with a few ; for mo- 
cc derate numbers are manageable to the beft ad- 
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cc 



cc 



vantage of the party ; but great bodies are liable 
cc to diforder and confuflon, and often more mif- 
" chievous to thcmfelves than an enemy. The dar- 
cc ing, defperate, and brutal lierceneis of the Jews, 
cc does a great deal, I muft confefs, in a profperous 
courfe of fortune ; but, upon the leaft check of a 
cc difafter or difappointment, that impetuous ar- 
dour abates, and comes to nothing; whereas 
u virtue, relignation, obedience*, and true valour, 
" will fupport us in all our fortune, good or bad, 
without pulling us up, or deceiving us. Befide, 
cC we have a greater intereftatftakc than the Jews; 
" for their's is only a popular quarrel for liberty, 
" and their country ; but we con tend for glory, and 
c4 for the fame of immortal memory ; and not with- 
" out fome indignation neither* after the conqueft 
cc of the whole world bclidc, to find ourfclves harn- 
QC percd in a competition with the Jews. You may 
u obferve again, even in cafe of the worft, that we 
c< fliall run no great rifque neither in the conteft, be- 
" ing fure to be well feconded with fo many of our 
cc allies, fo ftrong, and fo near us. But what have 
u we more to do now than to anticipate the victory, 
<c and engrofs the honour of it to ourfclves, with- 
c< out waiting for the reinforcement we expect from 
" my father ? The glory will be the greater when 
" it comes home to us entire, without fharino*. 
cc The point at prefent in queftion* is no lefs than 
" the chara&ersof my father, myfelf, and my fel- 
" low foldiers ; that is to fay, whether or no my 
cc father deferves the honour the world has done 
cc him. And amnotl his foil then, and are not you 
" my foldiers ? My father has been fo accuftomcd 
<c to victory, that I fliould never dare to look him in 
fcC the face asrain after one defeat ; and would not 
cc you be as much alhamed of tardinefs on the other 
hand, wliere the general leads the way ? The 
fir ft poft of danger fliall be mine : do you but 
cc ftand by me, and commit the reft to Providence : 
j * c only remember what 1 tell you, that a clofe fight 
cc will be to our advantage. 
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This addrefs of Titus greatly animated the Ro- Thc?arc 
man army, throughout which the fpirit of hcroifin grc.ui» 
feemed now to be diffufed, infomuch, that the ar- a b yS J 
rival of Trajan with four hundred horfe, before the ^cch. 
engagement came on, difgufted them much, as 
they could not bear the thought of having more 
partners to (hare in tb*» glory of the da}'. Vefpafian 
had alfo fent Anturius and Silo, with twothoufand 
archers, and given them in charge to take pofleflion 
of the mountain that was over againlt the city, and 
repel thofc that were upon the wall, which was ac- ♦ 
cordingly done. Titus, in order to render his army 
more formidable in appearance than it was in reality 
drew up in a line, to anfvver the front of the enemy, 
and was the firft man himfelf that charged in upon 
their body, the men following him with the loudeft 
exultations. The Jews, though furprized at the re- 
folution of their attack, made fome rcliftancc, t ill- JkJj 
they were beaten down and trampled upon by the flight- 
horfe ; when tlicy difperfed, and precipitately fled 
for refuge towards the city, after many had been 
flain upon the fpot. Titus prefled upon the hind- 
moft, crofted others, and maimed them, and forced 
others back thatmade for the walls, infomuch that 
very fevvefcaped, but thofe who got into the town* 

There fell out at this time a terrible fedition m the ^ 0 c n cl a 
city betwixt the old inhabitants and the ftrangers. the en. 
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The former were concerned for their pofleflions, and 
ever avcrfe to a war,and more fo now after their de- 
feat. But the foreigners, who were violent and nu- 
merous, were the more cagei; on that account for ac- 
tion. The difpute produced fuch loud clamours 
and outrages, that Titus, being near the wall, and 
overhearing the whole, improved the occalion, and 
again addrciled his foldiers to this effedt : 

iC The time is now come, my fellow foldiers, if 
t« we have but hearts to make ufe of it ; for God 
"hath delivered up the Jews into our hands, and 

we may have a victory for the taking it up. Do 
"you not hear the outrageous contentions of the 
" very men that have cfcaped our hands, and are at 
tc this time ready to cut one another's throats? The 
" city is our own, if we do not Hip the opportunity. 
" But this is a bufinefs that requires resolution as 
" well as difpatch ; and great things are not to be 
" done without hazard. Why do we not take the 
" advantage of this mortal animofity, and fall upon 
" them before their neceffkies force them to unite ? 
"And why do we not fall upon them too, before 
" our auxiliaries come up to rob us, not only of 
"the credit, but of the profit alfo of the a&iom? 
" For,befide the reputation of fo gallant an exploit 
"by fuch an handful of men, we fliall have both 
u the credit and the Ipoil to ourfelves." 

Having thus fpoken,he mounted hishorfe,pofted 
away to the lake, and was the firft man that entered 
the town, followed by his troops. The defendants 
were feized with fuch confternation at the boldnefs 
of the attempt, that they had neither refolution to 
oppofe his perfon, or obftrudt his paflage. They 
left the guard of the city ; and Jefus, with fome of 
his companions, fled into the fields; while others ran 
down to the lake, and met the enemy in the teeth. 
Others endeavoured to fave themfelvcs by their 
boats, but were cut off by the way ; others by 
fwimming, but funk in the attempt. There was 
great /laughter in the city, while the foreigners, who 
had not fled away, maderefiftance.Thenativesmade 
none at all, hoping that Titus would confidcrthem 
only as pa/five in the cafe, and never having con- 
firmed to the war. Thus, from this motive, having 
quelled the fedition,put a ftop to any farther /laugh- 
ter, out of commiferation to the inhabitants. The 
town being now taken, thofe that had fled to the 
lake withdrew as far as they poffibly could from the 
enemy. Titus fent a party of horfe exprefs to his 
father, with the joyful news of this glorious exploit, 
and the greateft difficulty of the war was fuppofed 
to be furmounted by the reduction of this city. His 
next care was to place a proper guard about it, and 
give command that none fhould attempt to efcape 
privately upon pain of death. The next day he 
went down to the lake, and ordered veflels to be 
fitted up to purfue thofe that had got off to fea. 
Thefe veflels were fpeedily prepared, as there were 
both materials and artificers in abundance. 



CHAP. XVIII. 



DeJcription of the lake of Genezareth. 

the 
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Head and 



conrfe of the river Jordan. Dejcription of the 
country about the lake of Genezareth. The fountain 
of Capernaum. 



of T^HE lake of Genezareth derives its name from 
preth A the country adjoining to it. Its breadth is forty 
" cJ furlongs, and its length an hundred. Its waters 
are fweet, and agreeable to the palate, as they are 
purer than thofe of other fens. It lies upon a gravel, 
is more convenient for drawing, and milder than 
any river or fountain water * yetfo cool, that the 
natives cannot warm it by fetting it in the fun in 
the hotteft feafon of the year. It abounds with va- 
riety of fi/h, which, for form or flavour, are not to 
be found any where elfe , and the river Jordan runs 
through the middle of it. The head of this river 
has been thought to be Panion, but, in reality, it 
is carried thither after an occult manner, from a 
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place called Phial a, an hundred and twenty fur- 
longs diihmtfromCcfarea, a little on the right hand, 
and not much out of the way to Trachonis. It is 
called Phiala from its round figure; and the water 
always continues up to its edge, without cither 
ihrinking or overflowing. The firft: difcovery of 
this washyPhilip,tetrarch of Trachonis, who caufed 
chaff" to he thrown intoPhiala,which came out again 
at Panion, till that time taken for the head of the vhlii.\ the 
Jordan. Panion is not only delightful from fitua- J| ( U j h J tf3tl 
tion, but molt magnificently beautified and enriched Joidan. 

bv theroval bountvof Agrippa. This vifible ftream 
of Jordan arifesfrorn thisrccels,croflcs the marflies 
andfensof the lakc*Scmechonitis. and, after a courfe 
of an hundred and twenty furlongs and farther, 
paflesby the city of Julias, and fo over the lake of 
Genezareth, a great way into the defert,till it emp- 
ties itfelf into the Like of Afphaltitcs. 

■ - 

This lake takes its name from the country that 
furrounds it, which ispleafant to admiration. Its f£"£^ f 
foil is fo fruitful, that it abounds with plants ofccncurcch 
every kind. It is alio To improved by the (kill and 
induftry of the inhabitants, that, through a peculiar 
exuberance of climate, every thing that is cultiva- 
ted profpers; as nuts, palms, figs, and olive-trees, 
which floufifh here in perfection; though, from their 
nature; they fecm to require an air that is more tem- 
perate. One, indeed, might term this fpot the am- 
bition of nature, that produces plants of qualities 
totally different; fo that there appears an happy 
contention of the feafons; as if each of them laid 
claim to their conntrv. It ttot only rtourififes va- 
rious kinds of autumnal fruits beyond expectation, 
but preferves them a long continuance of time, in- 
fomuch, that figs and grapes hold in feafon there 
ten months in the year, and other fruits the whole 
year round. Bcfidcs the agreeable temperature of 
the air, it is famous for a chryftaline flowing foun- Fountain 
tain, called, by the natives, Capernaum. Some have ^ i ,^ er " 
thought it to be a vein of the Nile, becaufe it pro- 
duces a certain fifh, called Coracin, which is no 
where elfe to be found but in Alexandria. The 
length of this country along the lake is thirty fur- 
longs, and the breadth twenty. Let this fuffice for 
a defcription of that beautiful fpot. 
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j4 fca-fight upon the lake between the Romans and the 
Jews. Miferable /laughter of the latter. f r efpa- 
Jian deliberates in council on the csfe of the Jem. si 
dreadful Jentence upon them. 



Vefjiafian 
cncountCFS 

the enemy 
upon the 
lake 



WHEN the veflels weuc prepared according to 
order, Vcfpafian embarked as many of his 
forces as he deemed fuflicient to cope with the fu- 
gitives, and fetfail in queftof them. Thofe who 
were driven to the lake could neither make for the 
land, where they would immediately fall into the 
hands of the enemy, or engage upon a level at fea, 
as their veflels, being fmall, and fitted out for pi- 
racy, were too weak to encounter with thofe of 
Vefpafian: belides, they were fo deficient in point 
of men, that they were afraid to approach the Ro- 
mans, who were well manned, and in good order. 
The only manner in which they could annoy them 
wasby calling ftones: yet they themfelvcs were the 
greateft fufferers; for the Romansbeing well armed, 
the ftones made a found where they fell without any 
effedt, Avhile they lay open and expofed to the Ro- 
man arrows; or if they made any attempts at clofe 
quarters, they were cut off before they could exe- 
cute their defign, their boats upfet, and their men A tcrriljlc 
drowned. The enemy difpatched fome of them at a aaughicr 
diftance with their darts, others they boarded and 
deftroyed with their fwords^and fome were hemmed 
in, and taken, veflels and all. as they were locked in 
between the two fleets. Thofe who were tumbled 
overboard, and ftruggling for life, no fooner (hewed 
theirheads above water, than they were taken offby 
a lance, or over-run by the enemy's boats and funk. 

If any of them, in the rage of defpair, made towards 
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their ad verfaries,thcy were fare to have their hands 
or their heads chopped off. 

Nothing was to be fcen but death and definition 
in all the variety of horror, till they were totally 
broken and routed, prefling through the midft of 
the enemy to get on (hore. In this confufion many 
were killed upon the water,and more upon the land j 
nor was any thing to be feen upon the lake, or the 
borders of it, but blood and carcafes. The putrid 
bodies, in a few days, tainted the air to fuch a de- 
gree of malignancy, that the cafe was not only 
dreadful to the fufferers of the calamity, but the 
very conquerors were fhocked at the fcene, and 
many exprefled abhorrence at the barbarity of it. 
This was the iflue of the naval battle; and the 
whole number of the flaiu, in both adtions, were 
6500 perfons. 

When the fight wasover,Vefpafian took his place 
upon the tribunal, and feparating the ftrangers,that 

Jci^erates Were ^ e cau ^ e °f t ^ le war, from the natives and old 
about fpar. inhabitants,who were merely paflive in it, he called 
nconhT a council of his officers about him, to confider what 
1 1 * was to be done with thefe people, and whether they 

were to be treated all alike. The council oppofed 
the fparing of the Arrangers, as they would ever be 
reftlefs,having no habitation, and confequently dan- 
gerous and troublefome to any prince that would 
receive them. Vefpafian acknowledged that they 
defer ved to die > and that he made no doubt of their 
rebelling againft their prefervers, but the difficulty 
was, the manner of difpofing of them, as the inha- 
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bitants would lay it to heart to Ice fo many people 
put to death after a promife of quarters upon their 
mediation ; befides the general's fcruple upon a 
point of honour and juftice of breaking faith with 
his prifoners. His friends, however, itiiiiiecl on it, 
that he was not tied up to punctilios with the Jews, 
and that where ftridt honour and policy are incon* 
fiftent, the common good ought to have the pre* 
ference. 

Vefpafian was over-ruled by his council,and gave 
the ftrangcrs leave to depart, upon condition they 
kept the way that led to Tiberais. As mankind are 
ready to believe what they wifli to be true, in this p23 
confidence they fet out for Tiberais, without the 
leaft appreheniion of any violence in their paflage, 
either upon their perfons or property. The Romans 
II had befet the road that led to the city, fo that it was 
impofiible for any one to efcape. When they got 
them into the town, they made them all prifoners j 
Vefpafian caufing them to be fhut ap in the amphi- 
theatre, whereheorderedboth old and young, to the 
number of 1200, that were not able to bear arms, to 
be put to death; 6000 of the ftrongeft of them to be 
fent to Nero ; and 30,400 were fold for flaves ; be- 
fides thofe given to king Agrippa, whom he left at 
liberty to difpofe of as he thought fit. Thereft were 
inhabitants of divers places, moft of them incen- 
diaries and fugitives, and promoters of the war,be- 
caufe they could not live in peace. Thefe prifoners 
were taken upon the eighth day of the month Gor* 
piseus. 
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Formidable fituation of that city. 

The Romans make mi 
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Galilee is 
fodder- 
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Siege of Gamala. 
Vefpafian advances up to it. 

affault. Are afterwards rcpulfed with great lofs. 
Vejpajian** bravery and prefence of mind* Noble ac- 
tion of Ga!lus 7 a Roman centurion. Noble fpsech of 
Fefpafian to his foldiers. Second attempt upon Ga~ 
♦ mala. 

HE cities and towns of Galileo, which, af- 
ter the taking of Jotapata, had revolted 
from the Romans, upon the conqucft of 

Tarichcea, returned to their allegiance, 
fo that they were now in pofleflion of all the for- 
treflcs except Gifchala, and the mountain of Itabyr. 
Gamala alfo, a city over againft Tarichasa, fituated 
upon the lake, and under the government or Agrip- 
pa, joined in the rebellion. Sogane revolted alfo ; 
and fo did Seleucia, after their example. They were 
both cities belonging to the province of Gaulanitis ; 
Sogane in the upper part of it, which is called Gau- 
lana, and Gamala in the lower, 
upon the lake Semechonitis, which is fixty furlongs 
in length, and thirty in breadth, and its marflies 
reach as far as Daphne. This is a delightful coun- 
try in many refpedts, but more efpecially for the cu- 
rious fprings in it, that feed the Lefler Jordan, as it 
is called, and then take their courfe to the Great 
Jordan, at the foot of Jupiter's golden temple. 

King Agrippa, at the beginning of this defec- 
tion, entered into an alliance with the people of 
Sogane and Seleucia 5 but Gamala, depending on 
its own ftrength, as being much ftronger than Jo- 
tapata, refufed to be of the party. Gamala, which 
Hands upon the cliff of a rock, that arifejs out of 
sbaronof t ^ le middle of a mountain, and, in the pofture of 
fcnai*. elevation, with crags before and behind it, has 

fome refemblance of the figure of a carnal, from 
wheuce it originally took its name ; but time and 
cuftom have corrupted the manner of writing it. 
Upon the front and the two fides are iraaccefiiblc 



Seleucia Hands 



f rallies* The partthatjoins the mountain is not of 
itfelf fo hard of accefs 5 but as the inhabitants have 
fortified it with trenches and defences, it is next to 
impregnable- Tlie houfes ftand as thick upon the 
fteep of the hill to the fouthward, as if they were 
dropping into the precipice. There is alfo an hill 
of fo prodigious an height, that it may fcrve for a 
citadel to the valley in the bottom. There was 
alfo a fountain within the circuit of the city, which 
terminates the town. 

Notwithftanding all that nature had done towards 
making this place impregnable, Jofephus hadcau- 
fed a wall to be run about it, and call up artificial 
wotfks, trenches, and fortifications, for 3 farther 
Security. The inhabitants were much more confi- 
dent in the defcnlible condition of the place, than 
thofe of Jotapata, though neither fo many, or fo 
martial. But the difficulties of the attack made 
amendsfor the want of numbers. The city, indeed, 
was well manned, as it was the fan&uary of all the 
refugees ; info much, that king Agrippa fpent fey en 
months before it without any manner of advantage. 

Vefpafian at this time decamped fromEmmaus, Vefpafiaa 
near Tiberais, (the former of which was fo called £ora h tra- 
from a warm bath of fovereign virtue againft feve- maus.ana 
raldifeafes,} and fo proceeded to Gamala, where he Garaili 
found itimpoflible to draw a regular line of circum- 
vallation about it, 'but let guards, however, upon 
all the pajflTesiie could come at, and pofTeffed him- 
fdlf of themountain above. The Romans, accord- 
ing to- their cuftom, fortified their camp, carried up 
a wall about it, and fo entrenched. The fifteenth 
legion waspofted againft: a tower, eaftward, upon 
the higheft part of the town; the fifth toward the 
middle of the town 5 and the tenth was appointed 
to level the ditches, and other hollow places. 

While things were in this fituation, king Agrippa 
drew upclofe to the wall, to try if he could bring; 
the people to furrender the place, and reafon them l>a tn £ Agnf 
into a fenfe of their duty . But at this inftant he re- wounded^ 
ceived a terrible ftroke with a ftone from a fling ya 0,u * 
upon his right elbow. His friends thronged irame- 
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iliately about him to bring him off; and theRomans 
were highly incenfed, by refle&ing how barbaroufly 
thcfc people would treat ftrangers and enemies,that 
could be fo inhuman to their own prince,thcircoun^ 
tryman, and a friend that advifed them for their 
good. In this heat they preflcd the liege with all 
poflible vigour. 

■ 

Betwixt many handsand diligent application ? the 
walls were notlong in raifing; and the next thing to 
be done was the mounting of their machines.Chares 
and Jofeph, two of the principal men in the town, 
had the ordering of the defence, and fo led up the 
foldiers to the wall with exhortationsand encourage- 
ments to behave themfelves like men of honour. 
But wanting water,and other neccfiaries,they were 
not much difpofed to the a&ion, as they found they 
could not hold it out long. Upon the advance of 
the Roman machines,they made fome fort of refift- 
ance at firft; but when they came to throw their 
ftonesand arrows amongft them, they ran prefently 
into the town. They battered the walls with their 
rams upon three attacks ; and upon difputing a 
breach, nothing could be more hideous than the 
outcries without and within the town, the found 



higher power, they abated fome what of the vio-onr 
ami fury of thcadtipn. Vefpafian, obfer\ing this 
drew off by degrees, and never turned his back till 
he had got from the walls. There fell many Ro- 
mans, both oilicers and private foldiers, in the en- 
counter, and, among others, Ebutius, a decadarch, 
who, as he Hvfed, fo he died, exhibiting proofs of 
invincible magnanimity. 

One Gallus, a centurion, being. in a certainhoufe 
with tenSyrian foldiers, and overhearing fome mea- g$£** 
fures intended to be taken "with the Romans, which, 
as being themfelves Syrians, they perfectly under- 
flood, fell upon them in the night, flew them all y 
and got off fafe to the Romans. 

Vefpafian findifig, at length,his foldiers caft down 
by a feries of difafters, and not a little abafhedfrom 

leaving their general alone to encounter thegreateft 
difficulties and dangers, bethought himfelf of a 

method of affording them fome degree of comfort, 

without relating the particulars that concerned 

himfelf, or dropping an hint by way of reproach. 

To this end he thus addrefled them : 



of the trumpets, and the noife of the arms. 



cc 



Since, my fellow foldiers, misfortunes cannot vefpaw, 
" be avoided, let them be generoufly borne. It is 
The defendants maintained the firft attack with II 44 not for any one fort of men to expert an exempt"*" 7, 
great bravery, and put the Romans to a ft and ; but || 44 tion from the common lot of mankind. Wh 
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being overborne, in the end, by the force of num- 
bers, they all fled, and betook themfelves to the 
higheft parts of the city, with the Romans all this 
time at their backs. 

But the Jews, finding themfelves preflcd, turned 
fhortupon their purfuers, drove them down preci- 
pices before them, and through difficult paliages, 
where they did execution upon them at pleafure. 
The Romans, finding the difadvantage of contend- 
ing with enemies over theirheads,betookthemfelves 
for fan&uary, to fome of the houfes below ; but 
being crouded fofull, they funk under the weight, 
fothat the fall of one brought down another, and 
that a third. Many of the Romans perifhed under 
the ruins; and yet, in this extremity, they chofe 
rather to commit themfelves to the hazard of thofe 
tottcringhoufes,than be openly expofed for a public 
mark. Some were cruflied to pieces with the tim- 
bers, others maimed in attempting to efcape, and 
fome again were fuffocated with the duft. 

The Jews were fo far from being troubled at the 
lofs of their habitations, that they efteemed them- 
felves gainers by the fall of fo many of their enemies 
in exchange, and as one houfe failed, prefled them 
into another, in order to bring down that. Thofe 
who loft their hold were fure to be taken off by 
weapons from above, with which the very walls and 
dead bodies furnifhed them in abundance; the one 
with (tones, and the other with arrows: the fwords 
of thofe that were flain were ufed to difpatch the 
reft, and every thing contributed to the common 
fate. Some caft themfelves down headlong from 
the tops of the houfes, to avoid being fqueezed to 
death in the fall of them; and fome few had the 
good fortune to efcape out of the town, and avoid 
the general deftruction. 

Vefpafian was deeply affe&ed to find his army 
thus broken by the ruins of a vanquiftied city ; fo 
Vefpafian** that, fearlefs of perfonal danger, accordin p; to his 

braverv and 7 *V n- • - l n. 

prefence common practice, he flipt away privately to a polt at 
of mind. t ] le U pp er p ar t of the town, where he was left, with 

fome refolute men about him, in the greateftdiftrefs; 
his fon Titus being abroad, at this time, in Syria, 
upon a commiflion toMutianus. Such was his con- 
dition, that he could not retreat with fafety or ho- 
nour ;fo that calling to mind former gallant exploits 
and refol ving to perfevere in the path to fame, a very 
extraordinary expedient occured to his mind. This 
was to plant himfelf, with the few valiant remains 
he had, as clofe to each other as poflible, and cover- 
ing themfelves with their arms, ftand firm againft 
all attempts of violence from above. The Jews 
were fo ftartled at thisaftonifhing inftance of refo- 
lution, that, deeming it a kind of providential im- 
pulfc, and dreading the vengeance of oppofing the ! 



44 ever confiders the nature of war, will find that 
44 victory is not to be gained without blood, that 
ct fortune is variable, and that this lofs is but a re- 
44 prifalforthe thoufands of jews that wc have flain 
44 before. As it is vanity and weaknefs to growin- 
44 folent upon profperity, fo it is a mark of as mean 
44 a foul to be caft down by adverfity. Confider 
44 again, how infenfibly the change palfes from one 
44 extreme to the other, and that no man is truly 
" great but he that ftands his ground, and keeps up 
" the fame dignity of mind in all conditions, cor- 
" reding the malignity of the one by the prudence 
44 of the other. We are not now to impute our pre- 
44 fent mifcarriage either to the want of refolution 
44 on our parts, or to the valour of the jews: for, 
44 if they fought better than ufual, or we worfe, the 
" truereafon was the odds of the ground we fought 
44 upon. If you were to blame for any thing in this 
44 encounter, it was, in truth, for your rafhnefs, in 
44 purfuing the enemy when they fled up the town 
" from you. Youfhould have held your hands, and 
" contented yourfelves with the pofleflion of the 
44 lower town , till neceflity fhould have forced them 
44 down to engage you upon fafcr, furer, and more 
44 equal terms. But you were fo impatient to have 
"the thing done, that you never attended to the 
" right way of doing it. The R omans are a people 
"famous for order and difcipline, and not for this 
44 impetuous and inconliderate way of making war, 
44 like the Jews and Barbarians. Wherefore let us 
"have recourfe to our own methods of fobriety 
44 and refolution, and aft like men that are rather 
u animated with an indignation for what they have 
"done amifs, than finking under the burden of it. 
44 Every man hath this fatisfadtion in his own power, 
44 if he will but fethis own hand to the work, and 
44 give himfelf the comfort of revenging the lofs of 
44 his friends upon the heads of thofe that deftroyed 
" them. In this profpect and confidence you mall 
44 find me ftill, as you have done already, the firft 
" and the laft in all dangers." 

The army of Vefpafian was greatly animated by 
this fpirited addrefs, and refumed their former 
courage and refolution. 

* 

The people of Gamala could not but be elated by 
a feries of fuch unexpected fuccefsfor afhorttimej 
but afterwards refiefting that they had no hopes of 
any terms of accommodation,nopoffibility of efcaj)- 
ing, or procuring a fiipply of pro vifions,. their fpi- 
rits wcredeprefled, and they were feized with the 
horrors of defpair. They perfifted, however, in 
the exertion of theirutmoft efforts for the defence 
of the place, fetting their beft men to guard the 
breaches, anddifpoling of the reft to the greateft 
advantage . 
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The Romans, by this time, having repaired their 
p]atforms,and made ready tbr.anOthcr attack, divers 
of the citizens ftole away through occult and intri- 
cate paflages,. were 110 guards were poflcd. Others 
concealed themfelves in fub terraneous caverns, 
where they perifhed for want of food, as the pro- 
vifions where wholly refcrved for fuch as bore arms. 
Thefe were the diftrefles with which the people of 
Gamala had to encounter. 



C II A P. IT. 



yefpaflzn fends Placidus againfi a factious party that 
had taken, frffeffion of mount Tabor. He draws 
them fame difiance from the mountain into the plain, 
and there jab dues them. 



w 



HILE Vefpalian was fo harrafled by this vex- 
atious fiege, he was under a neceflity, in the 



Sircarion 
of moan: 



nudft of his confufions, of fending out Placidus, 
with a party of fix hundred horfe, to mount Tabor, 
todifperfe afeditiousmultitudethat were affembled 
there. This mountain lies betwixt the great plain 
and Scythopolis. Theafcentisfiippofedtobe thirty 
furlongs. It is inacceflible on the northern part. 
The top is a plain of twenty furlongs, and encom- 
pafled with a wall, which, tho* extenfive, had been 
created by Jofephus in the fpace of forty days. He 
furniflied it with water and other neceflaries from 
below, for the inhabitants had only rain water for 
their ufc. 



When Placidus, upon his arrival at the place, ac- 
cording to order, found it impoffible to afcend the 
mountain, he amufed the leaders of the faction with 
hopes of peace and pardon, and brought numbers 
Pucks of them down to him upon a pretence that they 
b r* were wrought upon by the reafon of his addrefs: 

an a 
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though, in reality , their dehgn was to draw him into 
a fnare, andfurprife him. Placidus had alfo ade- 
fign upon them: his plan was to get them into the 
plain, and feize them unawares. They feigned com- 
pliance with what he propofed ; but thefcheme of 
Placidus fucceeded in the refult. When the Jews 
began the fray, Placidus and his men, as if intimi- 
dated, betook themfelves to flight. The Jews pur- 
fued them, till in the purfuit, they were difperfed 
throughout the field. Placidus watched his oppor- 
tunity, and turning quickly upon them with his 
horfemen, flew feveral, and put the reft to flight, 
nor did one of them return to the mountain. Thofe 
of the faction who were left at Tabor, now quitted 
it, and haftened to Jerufalem; but the natives fur- 
rendered themfelves and the place toPlacidus,upon 
fecurity for their good behaviour. 



CHAP. III. 



The 



inhabitants are thrown 

Titus enters 



Deftruclion of Gamala. 
into a confer nation by the fall of a tower 
the town without oppojition. A terrible Jlaughter of 
the inhabitants. 



THE braveft of the people of Gamala had now 
recourfe to flight or concealment, while the 
morepufillanimous and inferior perifhed by famine. 
But the refolute in arms fuftained the liege till the 

twenty-fecond day of the month Hyperberetasus, 
when three foldiers, of the fifteenth legion, ftole out 

before break of day, to the foot of the higheft tower 
upon their quarter, and undermined it fo privately, 
asto elude the vigilance of the guards. They made 
w,n Not thelealt none, but havino-rolled away five of its 
tower principal irones, retired that very inltant. The 

^cwhh turret immediately fell to the ground with a mo ft 
panic dreadful noife, dafliing the guards, and all that 
were in it, under the ruins. The horror of this 
accident frightened the other guards from their 
pofts, and fome of them fell into the very teeth of 
the Romans. Amongftthefe was one Jofcpb, who 

No. 34* 
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was flain by a dart as he was running away over 
that part of the wall that was broken down. Sucii 
was the terror that prevailed in the cUy$' that it 
excited as univerfal a panic as if the whole Roman 
army had entered the town. Chares was at that 
time much indifpofed, and it was believed that this 
ftroke haftened his end. But the Romans were fo 
imprefled with a remembrance of their former ill 
fuccefs, that they poftponed any farther attempt 
till the following clay. 

Titus was by this time returned, and, from indig- 
nation at the dif afters which had befallen the Ro- 
mans in his abfence, drew out a body of foot, and Titus en- 
two hundred cholen horfe, and entered the city with- [*JJ C ~ 
out oppoiition. The watch were the fir ft that took 
and gave the alarm, and the news was fprcad 
throughout in an inltant. It was no fooner con- 
firmedi than the citizens, in the utmoft confufion 
took their wives and children, and fled to the cita- 
del, amidft horrid outcries and lamentations. Some 
were cut ofFby the Roman foldiers ; others, that 
couldnotget into the citadel, and ftraggled about, 
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fell into the hands of the guards. Death, in fine, 
prevailed in all its forms of wounds and groans, 
and horror had diffufed itfelf throughout every 
quarter. 

Vcfpafian then drew up his whole army to attack AtMckf 
the caftle. It flood upon the point of a rock, high thecicadel 
and Iteep, and almolt inacceflible, with many crags 
and precipices round about it. Upon this disadvan- 
tage, it was impoffible for the Romans to avoid the 
ftones and darts of the Jews that were caft down 
from above, or to reach the Jews from below. 
Through a \Vonderful providence, however, in fa- 
vour of the Romans, and for the deftru&ion of the 
Jews, there arofe a violent ftorm, which drove the 
Roman arrows diredtly in the faces of the defendants 
and kept theirs from the Romans, or diverted them 
away from them The blaft, at the fame time, was 
fo ftrong, that the befieged could not maintain the 
ground on which they were to make their defence, 
nor fee the people with whom they had to engage; 
The Romans, with thefe advantages, made ihem-Manv 
felves mafters of the mountain, \vhich they fur- Jcwl fand 
rounded immediately, and, in a rage of revenge * c 
for their former mifcarriage upon that attack, put am 
all to the fword indifcriminatcly, whether they re- 
fitted or not. lnthisftate of defperation many caft 
themfelves, with their wives and children, down 
the precipice from the caftle. They were fuppofed 
to amount to the number of five thoufand, of whom 
four thoufand were thus flain : fo much more merciful 
were the Romans to the Jews, than the Jews were 
to themfelves. The very infants were throwndown 
the rocks, without fparing fo much as a fingle 
creature, two women only excepted, who were the 
daughters of Philip, a man of rank, and formerly 
a general in the army of Agrippa. Thefe two lifters 
were not, indeed, fo much beholden to the cle- 



mency of the Romans for their prefervation, as to 
the good fortune of laying undifcovered till their 
rage, in fome degree, fublided. The rebellion at 
Gamala began on the twenty-fourth day of the 
month Gorpiceus, and the place was deftroyed 011 
the twenty-third of the month Hyperheretreus. 



CHAP. IV. 



ie people of Gifchahi arc feduced by a [editions in:- 
potior to revolt from the Romans. Vefpajian fends 
Titus againfl them^ intending him j elf to attack Je- 
rufalem. The generoftty of Titus towards the people 
of Gifchahi. John of Gifchala fbemingly accepts the 
conditions*) and makes his efcape in the night. The 
inhabitants are in great diflrefs* Titus is received 
into Gifchala^ which puts an end to the conqueft of 
Galilei . 



THE province of Galilee was now wholly re- 
duced, except the fmall city of Gifchala, where 
the people ,in general, were diipofed to pacific obedi- 
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anee ; being moflly employed in the purfuit of 
agriculture, and confcquently dependent on the 
produce of their lands. They were uitcrmixed,how- 
ever, with a band of libertines, who lived upon pii- 
la<>ey and there werefomc citizens of the firft rank 
t a ill ted with leditious principles. The chief leader 
of the faction, and perverter of the people, was one 
John, a man of dillolute morals, a vile impoftor, 
verfed in the arts of fraud and chicanery, deftitute 
of honour and conscience, and a promoter of fedi- 
lolun the tion from finilter views. He was the fon of one 
K^Lc vi, and the head of the rabble in Gifchala. Had 
rKs-jLo^e ] JC not interfered, the people would probably have 
to?^o! C aU fent theirdeputiestotheRomans,withpropofalsof 
fromihe an alliance; but, at his inftigation, they were pre- 
w ™ 5 - va ii cc i U p OU to put it off, till a war Jhould be 

brought on. 

Vefpalian, upon this juncture, fent away Titus to 
Gifchala,with athoufand horfe,and the tenth legion 
to Scythopolis, returning himfelf, with the other 
two legions, to Caefarea for refrefliment,in order to 
prepare their bodies and minds for the difficulties 
they had yet to encounter. Heforefaw that thefub- 
jection of the inhabitants of Jerufalem would be 
an arduous talk, not onlj f as it was populous and 
powerful, and the capital city, but as it was an 
afylum to all the fugitives of faction from other 
quarters, a nurfery of bold and daring men, natu- 
rally ftrong, as well as fortified by art, though not 
impregnable in point of (ituatiou. The Roman ge- 
neral revolving thefe circumftances in his mind, 
trained his foldierslike champions in the exercife of 
their arms, to render them the more expert when 
called into a&ion. 

Titus, as he rode up to Gifchala, finding, from 
the view he had, that it was not a place to ftand an 
allault, and reflecting at the fame time that the fol- 
dicrs would undoubtedly treat the inhabitants of 
that city as they had done thofe of Gamala, con- 
founding the innocent with the guilty, if ever they 
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"ing, on the one hand, or, as the Romans knew 
" very well, the enforcing them on the other, would 
" be equally unwarrantable. Befide, there could 
" be no danger in putting off the treat} to another 
"day; for, if they imagined that any man would 
u attempt to efcapc that night, it would be an eafy 

" matter,byplacing guards at all the a venues, toprc- 
" vent it: befides, the reputation he would get by 

" {hewing himfelf as tender of their laws as they 
u were of their own, and of their consciences as 
" well as of their perfons, which was a favour be- 
4C yond their expectation." 

John had recourfe to this manoeuvre with Titus 
not fo much from a regard to the feventh day, as 
to his own prefervation; for he was apprehenfive of 
being defcrted, if the city Ihould be taken; aud all 
his hopes centered in making his efcape that night. 
But the prefervation, if eventually, tended tothede- 
ftruction of Jerufalem, as it was the occafion not 
only of the truce, but like wife of the encampment 
of Titus, farther off the city, at Cydaeffia, one of 
the ftrongeft and molt populous places in Tyria, 
and mortally averfe to the Galileans. 

The night being now come, and the town un-j oha 
guarded, John feized the opportunity, and made 
his efcape to Jerufalem; taking with him not only cfca 
his military people, but feveral fubftantial inhabi- 
tantsof the town. The old men, women, and chil- 
dren, that had left the place at his inftigation, with 
difficulty kept up with their leader for the firft 
twenty furlongs; but finding thcmfelves fpent, and 
not able to continue the 
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{hould take it by ftorni, from a motive of compal- 
iion for the people, and the deteftation in which he 
held thofe inhuman cruelties, bethought himfelf 
how he might gain upon them by treaty. The walls 
being now covered with foldiers, and the majority 
within the town of the corrupted party, he thus ad- 
drefled them in an audible tone of voice : 



fclves to lamentation, for thofe that had outftript 
them, and gone before; as the farther their friends 
were advanced from them one way, the nearer they 
accountedthemfelvesto their enemiesthe other. Nay 
they fancied thevery noife of their own feet to be the 
tread of their adverfaries, and ftill looking behind 
them, took their own people for their purfuers. In 
this imaginary fright they fell one over another; and 
the way was covered with the bodies of women and 

children, that were crulhed to death by the crowd 
prefling who fiiouid get foremoft. There was lit- 
tle more to be heard than the cries of mi (era He 
wretches to their hufbands and friends to ftay for 
them. But John's exhortations to fave themfelves 
by flight prevailed. He obferved, that if the Romans 
fhouldfieze upon thofe whom they left behind, thev 
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tion of Ti. 
tus to the 
people of 
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" It is wonderful to me, that, when all the reft would be revenged on them for it. The multitude 
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John 
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of the 

people. 



"of your towns are gone, aud places, much better 
" "manned and fortified than yours, taken without 
" any difficulty, (many of them at the very firft at- 
tack,) you ihould be now fo inconfiderate as to 
" think of (landing out; efpecially when you may 
t( - yet be fafe, eafy, free, and happy, upon a return 
" to your duty. This, I dare undertake, fliall be 
" made good to you; and all your infults pardoned, 
"pafledover, and imputed only to an inordinate 
"delire of liberty. But if you do not know when 
" you are well offered, and refufe to caft yourfelves 
" upon the faith and honour of the Romans ; 
"if you refolve, atlaft, to run head-long to your 
" certain deftruttion, and to contend with im- 
" poffibilitics, you muft expedt to feel the weight 
"of the Roman power and difpleafurc ; and you 
" will find, before you are aware, that your paper 
cc walls will fall like dirt before their engines : fo 
" that this is the way to (hew yourfelves to be the 
" molt arrogant (laves of all the Galileans." 

Not one of the populace durft make a reply, or 
even come up to the wall; for the fa&ion over- 
ruled, and had ported guards at all the gates, that 
none of the reft (hould pais in or out, to propofc any 
terms of fubmiflion. John, at lengthy took upon 
him to return foranfwer, in the name of the people, 
"That he accepted the conditions, and that the 
" town (hould agree to them likewife, or he would 
" force them to it: only he made him this requeft, 
" with regard to the inviolable ftrictnefs of the Tew- 
" ilhlaw for the obfervance of their fabbath, which 
" would no more fuffcr them to treat of peace, than 
" to light a battle, that he would indulge them that 
" day; it being a cafe wherein cither their comply- 



upon thisdifperfed thcmfelves, and every one made 
the beft of his way . 

When Titus came to the walls of the town toexe-? itQ * j' 
cute the treaty, he found the gates open, and the receive!! 
inhabitants ready, with acclamations,to receive and « G,fc!,; * 
ackno wledgc him as their benefa<5tor and preferver. 
They informed him of John's efcape; entreated 
clemency for the innocent, and juftice upon thofe 
left in the town, that fliould be found to have been 
abettors of the revolt. Titus fent out a part of 
horfe in purfuit of John, but they could not over- 
take him before he got into Jerufalem . They (lew, 
however, near two thoufand of his party, and 
brought back near three thoufand women and chil- 
dren, whom they found wanderingup and down. 

Titus washighly difpleafed at the efcape of the AasvhK 
impoftor, which prevented his being brought to ex- wifJom 
emplary punifliment: but then fetting the advan- andraCfC ' r ' 
tages of the prifoners, the (lain, and the taking of 
the town, againft the difappointnient of miffing the 
(ingle perfon of fuchamifcreant,heballanccd theone 
with the other,and entered the place with a friendly 
difpofition towards the people. He took pofleifion 
of it in form, by the ceremony of his foldiers break- 
ing off a piece of the wall; and reduced the authors 
of the (edition rather by menaces than adtual pu- 
nifliment. Titus wifely and humanely thought, 
that, in a cafe were fo many family feuds, perfonai 
piques, and inordinate paflions were concerned, it 
might be dangerous to inflict punifhments, as a 
common rule of diftin£tion between the good and 
bad, for fear of injuring the innocent, while doing 
juftice to the guilty. 
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Upon this deliberation, he thought it more ho- 
nourable and humane, rather to fparc the lives of 
fonie criminals, than run the rilk of destroying 
fume innocents> there being no place left for re- 
medy and atonement in the latter ; whereas, in the 
other cafe, there might be hope of amendment, 
whether from fear of puniihment, fenfe of lliame, 
or an impulfc of virtue. Upon conclulion, how- 
ever, he placed a garrifon in the town, partly to 
reftrain turbulent Ipirits, and partly for the fecu- 
gaiiiccto- rity of tliofe who were clifpofed for peace. This 
fiiwfcb- a ftion finiflied the conqueft of Galilee, at the ex- 
l J ' peace of much labour and blood. 

C H A P; V. 

John of Gifchala impofes upon the multitude at Jeru- 
falem with a falfe ftory. Inflames them to projecute 
the war. Great confujion amongjl the Jews. Out- 
rages of robbers and incendiaries. The faSion create 
and depofe high-priefis at pleafure. The multitude 



oppofe them at the inftancc of Ananas , the high-pricjl. 
The faction withdraw to the temple. Gorion and 
Simeon y leaders of the /editions party. Jef/is and 
Ananus^ men of re/peCfable character. Ananas ftates 
the cafe in an addrefs to the people. An encounter 
in the tcnplc. Character and hiflory of John of 
Gifchala. 
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1 \J part}', the whole body of the people were in 
an uproar, and vaft throngs gathered about them, 
to enquire concerning the ftate of affairs abroad. 
John and his companions had been lb expeditious 
in their flight, as to indicate apparent tokens of 
want of breath ; neverthelefs, they endeavoured to 
fap port their pretences, by infinuating, that they 
had not fled from the Romans,, but were come 
fpontancoufly to find out fomefpot for the encoun- 
ter, where they might engage upon equal terms ; 
Ertoirs all edging, that it would be unreafcnable to expofe 

"EhIi the*"*^^ 55 to defperate hazards for the defence of 
^iebyYGifchala, and other places of little importance, 

Son w ^ cu metropolis, itfelf was at (take, and every 
gVttin3$. man obliged, in duty and honour, to exert his ut- 
moft efforts to defend it. 



But, notwithftanding the plaufible manner in 
which they related the capture of Gifchala, and 
their own departure from that place, many of the 
people faw through the difguife, and confidered 
that honourable retreat, as it was termed, as little 
lefs than an abfolute flight. 

The difcovery , and ftory of the prifoncrs the Ro- 
mans had taken, itruck the people with as much 
terror, as if the ruin of Gifchala had been the pre- 
lude to the deftrudtion of Jerufalem. But John, 
rcgardlefs of the miferable condition of thofe he 
had left behind him, went amongft the multitude, 
animating them to the profecution of the war, by 
affirming, that the power of the Romans was much 
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decreafed, and that of the party refolved to oppofe- 
it much enlarged j fb that by thefe means of chicane 
and impofture, he wrought upon a credulous rab- 
ble, lie farther infinuated the impoflibility of the 
Romans taking Jerufalem, even if they had wings, 
from their finding fo much difficulty, after fo ma- 
ny of their projects werecountera&ed, in fubduing 
fonie inconfiderable places in Galilee. Thefe pom- 
pous harangues hadthedefired effe<flupon the rafli 
and inexperienced ; but men of fober reafon fore- 
fa w impending ruin. 

Such was the confufed ftate of things in Jerufa- 
lem at that time ; but the country led the way to the 
Sedition that followed afterwards in the city : for 
Titus being gone from Gifchala to Crefarea, Vef- 
palinn went alfo from Crefarea to Jamuia and 
Azotus, and fubdued them both, fettled garrifons 
in them, and fo returned, bringing up a vaft mul- 
titude of people along with him, that were now 
entered into a league" with the Romans- The ci- 
ties were infefted with tumults and intclline broils, 
and no fooucr at peace with the Romans, than 



enter 



contention prevailed antongft themfclvcs,and par- 
ticularly between thofe of a warlike and thofe of 
pacific tarns. The quarrel be^an in private fami- J***™^ 
lies, which had been long ad verfaries upon the fcore ot them, 
of hereditary feuds. It thence puffed into divided 
multitudes, and thofe who had been friends became 
enemies. It terminated ill matter of fa&ion and 
opinion, where men of the fame mind formed an 
oppolition of party to party, and fo incorporated 
in a rebellion. Sedition and facftion, in fine, unl- 
verfally prevailed ; the young, rafli, and adlive 
being bent upon arms and innovations, and the 
more grave and prudent difpofed to moderation 
and candour ; but the former overpowered the 
latter. 

A general licentioufnefs now broke through all The fruits 
reftraint, and a right to pillage was affumed, with- oufacf?"" 
out any regard to law or confeience. Bands and 
parties were formed, who committed the moft 
barefaced outrages and depredations, in the prac- 
tice of which the Jews did themfelves as much injury 
as they could the Romans : befides, the calamity 
would have becil much more tolerable from an 
enemy than from their own countrymen. 

§ 

The garrifons placed to guard the cities, confut- 
ing their own eafe on the one hand, and being 
mortally averfe to the people oh the other, would 
not exert themfelves in their prote<flion or defence, 
till, in the end, foiiie of the leaders of the faction A f c ji CI - OUJf 
ered Jerufalem with a great body they had raifed b ^£"J" 5 
in different parts. The city being under no rule or jLru 4 cm * 
government , they met with no oppolition : befides, 
according to ancient cuftom, the gates were open 
toall Jews, without exception, and at this time more 
efpecially, when they took all people that entered 
them as friends and afliftants againft the common 
enemy. Thisliberty, or rather licentioufnefs, even- 
tually proved the ruin of the city> when infinite 
numbers of idlers and runnagates devoured the ne- 
ccfTary provilions that were laid up for the foldiers 
who had the guard of the place, fly thefe means 
the miferies of fedition and famine were added to 
the calamities of war. 

There came, at the fame time, another band of £™* h o c f r 
robbers out of the country, who joining them- robben, 
felves with thofe they found in the town, omitted J^jgjj" 
no inftance of infolence, rapine, and barbarity, the former. 
To robbery they added the heinous crime of mur- 
der ; not privately, or in the dark, or upon com- 
mon perfons, but in the face of the fun, and upon 
the moft confiderable men in the city. They began 
with the imprifoning of Antipas, a perfon of the 
blood royal, and of fucli credit and authority, that 
he was entrufted with the charge of the treafury. 
They treated Lcvias afterwards, and Sophas, the 
fon of Raguel, with divers other perfons of rank, 
with the fame indignity. 

Nor did thefe profligate wretches flop here, but 
finding their prifoners to be men of power, intereft, 
and credit, andapprehendingdanger fromkeeping 
them longer in cuftody , either of a refcuc or revenge 
from their friends, or a popular tumult from fo 
defperate a pro vocation, they proceeded to a formal 
fentence of death upon thcin and employed a 
blood-thirftyhirelino; of their own band, (one John, . , 

1 r r \ • i • /• 1 ° A bloody 

the ion of Dorcas,) with a train or ten bravoes, to fentence 
execute the fentence. As a colour to this execrable ^ exttCU " 
villainy, they gave it out that thefe perfons were 
in a confpiracy to deliver up the city to the Ro- 
mans, and boaftcd the merit of a public fervice, in 
doing fo necetfary an a A of juftice upon the be- 
trayers of the liberty of their country. 

The faction now became fo daringand arrogant, Thebaic* 
and the fpirit of the people fo deprefled, that they ^J 0 ^ 
affumed to themfelves the right of difpofing of the neatest * 
pontificate, and acccordingly took that oflice out of P Icafurc - 
the right line, abrogated the fucceffion, and advan- 
ced creatures of their own, without dignity or vir- 
tue to produce as a title. By a choice of miniflers 
like themfelves, they fubvertcd all government 
for the wicked inftrumcnts of wicked matters are 
alike diabolical and pernicious to fceicty. 
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Artificial calumnies, aud feigned ftorics, were pro- 11 4t my days with honour ? VVbath.ive J more todu, 
pagated, to create iiiifuiiderttandiiigs amongil || " in fine, under my circu;i:i!.,ntc;>, but to fall 
thofe who had it in their power to fru (irate their 



ddigns, and take advantage of the difagrccmcnts, 
Ti.eif l in the end, liming glutted themfelves with 

indignities and cruelties towards men, they carried 
their impieties againft God hiinfclf, againft hid 
i:*,inu:n<\. rv: . niK | holy faiicluarv. But, upon this daring 
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ttempt, the people, at the inftigatioii of Ananus, 
lie higli-prielt, made head a gain it them. Ananus 
v/as aperfon no lefs venerable for his years, piety, 
and wifdom, than his general character, and might 
probably have preferved the city, if he could have 
efcapedthehandsof thofewho coni piredagainft him. 

The faction took (ancillary in the temple, as a 
place of defence againft the refentnient of the mul- 
titude, as well as the feat of their tyranny and 
ufurpation. But the moft fcnfible part of the ca- 
lamity was the contemptuous mockery that attend- 
Thcfaatwi et | it, in the wanton experiment of their own 
d rS !ltt power, and the pufillanimous defpondency of the 



j li i;|*ji ,ricfts people. For initance, they undertook to dilpofc 
*>> 0l * of theirpontificate by lot, according to precedent, 

as they pretended; whereas the facerdotal func- 
tion was originally a family privilege, and defend- 
ed in a line by fucceffion. This practice was no 
better than the abrogation of a poiitive law, to get 
the power into their own hands ; but they were 
taken in their own (bare ; for, upon fummoning 
one of the facerdotal tribes, called Eniacim, in or- 
der to make choice, the lot fell upon a perfon that 
fully difcovered the iniquity and corruption of the 
proceeding. His name was Phanes, the fbn of Sa- 
muel, of the village Aphthas, a man brutifhly flu- 
pid, and not only unworthy of the high-prieflhood, 

Thcoff.ee lt w h°Hy ignorant of the nature and duties of 
ireatea" that facred function. They compelled him, how- 
v/uhrnoft cver to relinquifh his ru flic concerns, anddreffiner 

ousraocktt-min up in Ins pontifical robes, gave him his leffon 
r >'- how he was to behave, and exhibited him as a buf- 
foon on the mimic ftage. This horrid prophanation 

greatly affected the other priefts, infomuch that 
they could not refrain from tears, to fee their holy 
laws trampled upon, and their profeflion and wor- 

Thc people 'k'P "npioufly ridiculed. The people were at 
are £c»t length fo enraged with the fenfe of this oppreflion, 

revenge. that t ' ie y l ia d no longer patience to endure it, but 

zealoudy joined as one man to depofe the tyrant, 
and caft of the yoke. Thofe who principally en- 
couraged them in this necefTary oppofition, were 
GorionSc Gorion, the fon of Jofeph, and Simeon, the fon of 
hMdiof Gamaliel, who inculcated the doctrine of liberty, 
jhewpL^fi-and exhorted them, one and all, to ftand up for the 

vindication of their religion and laws, againfl 
their prophane and facrilegious enemies. 

There was alfo Jefus, the fon of Gamaia, and 
Ananus, the fon of Ananus, two priefts eminent 
for their piety and virtue, who laboured unweari- 
cdly in frequent difcourfes to their difciples, to ex- 
cite theirdeteftation of the principles and practices 
of the zealots. They had aflumed the denomina- 
tion of zealots, from an hypocritical oftentation of 
Dcfcrhti- holinefs ; though, in their lives and practices, they 
on of the were the molt abandoned and diflblute of men. 
zcaioci. yj ic people being now aflembled, were inflamed to 

a degree of indignation bordering on phrenzy, to 
fee the havock thefe mifcreants made in their holy 
places, and the murder and rapine they had com- 
mitted without controul. 

But, notwithflanding this paffionate zeal, they 
did not attempt to oppofe them in their impious 
proceedings, not thinking themfelves able to en- 
counter the zealots by force of arms, as indeed, they 
were not ; till, at length, Ananus, (landing in the 
mid ft of them, and calling his eyes, deluged with 



tion. 



tears, towards the temple, thus addrefled them : 

" Why did I not rather die, than live to fee the 
6i houfe of God thus polluted and prophaned, and 
Anum£ to cc the wickedeft of men admitted promifcuoufly into 
the rauiti- Ci thofe facred places of privilege that were only re- 
cu c * " ferved for the high-priefts ? Why do Hive and 

cc fee all this ? in my facerdotal robes too, and with 
cc the venerable name of the great God written on 
cc my forehead ? Why do I live any longer, after fo 

u glorious an opportunity now in my age, of ending 



cc 



cc duty ( Why lliould any man dciire to live in an 
u infeuliblcgencratioiKaiid among peopie that have 
" neither the prudence to forefee calamities, or the 
C; courage to refill them I You ftand ftill to fee 
u yourfelves robbed, beaten, and abufed, and your 
" friends and companions murdered before your 
faces, without fo much as one look, word, or 
4< action of tendernefs orcompaffion that you dare 
cc own. A fhameful and an infupportable tyran- 
" ny ! ISut why do I talk of the actors of the ty- 
4C ranny, and not rather of thofe that fuffer it, and 
u that trained up the tyrants themfelves to the 
tc power of exerciiing what they now practife ? 
c< Why did you not crufh them when you might 
" have done it ? when they were but few, weak, 
" and inconfiderable ? It was your patience, and 
u nothing elfe,that made thefe peopleyour matters. 
u Whenyou fliould have turned your arms againfl; 
u your enemies, you muft be cutting throats among 
u yourfelves. You fhould have called them to an 
" account betimes, for the outrages they put upou 
cc your brethren. You fliould have confidered that 
" the fufferance of one affront naturally draws on 
£c and encourages another, as appeared in what 
" followed. For when they found that they might 
<c commit all manner of iniblence without control, 
" they advanced a ftep farther, and put feveralof 
cc the belt men of the city in chains, (who were 
Cc effectually betrayed by your tamenefs,) anddrag- 
cc ged then) to prifon^ not only unheard, and with- 
" out a fentence, but w ithout fo much as an accufa- 
u tion 5 and all this was done without one creature 
" appearing in their favour. After the lofs of their 
cc eftates and liberties, there remained nothing 
u more to be taken away but their lives : and that 
<c was done too, and their throats cut, like fo many 
cc beafts drawn out of the herd for facrifices, before 
"'our very faces ; and not a mouth opened, or an 
cc hand lifted up, in their defence. After all thefe 
c< fufterings, one after another, 
c< patience now to fee your holy altars prophaned, 
cc and your religion expofed to fcorn, without 
cc fliewingfome refentment worthy of your profet 
u (ion ? What is it that you are afraid of, at laft, 
Ci but monftersof your own creating, and the pro- 
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you have the 




frefh matter to work upon ; for it is impoffible 



Ct for them to outdo the ill things they have done 
fcc already. They are polleifed, you fee, of the 
" ftrongeft place of the city ; and that which you 
<c call the temple ferves them only for an impreg- 



nable caftle, maintained againfl you. Confidering 
cl now the ftrength of the place, and your enemies 
? c the matters of it, (as that you fee is the cafe,) 
cc what is it that you propoie to yourfelves? Or 
lc what do you imagine will be the end of thefe 
tc things ? unlefs you fancy that the Romans will 
cc efpoufe the caufe of your religion and ceremonies: 

c< and, in truths fuch is the mifery of our prefent 
tC condition, that our very enemies cannot but pity 
cc us. If fo many beafts were inyour places, hunted, 
ct aifaulted, and wounded, as you yourfelves are, 



u they would have the fpirit to turn again upon their 
u purfuers, and to revenge themfcives upon their 
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cc ways I and (ink in infamy, under the affronts, 
u public and private, that have been put uponyou, 
c< without avenffins: yourfelves ? This abie&pati- 



enging y 

tc ence looks as if you had no longer any fenfe of the 
c< moft natural and powerful of human affections, 
<c the defire of liberty , but as if youhad taken u]5-» 
on the contrary, the love of flavery, inftead of 
it ; a temper which T am fure you never inberi- 
cl from your anceftors ; witnefs the many dan- 
<c gerous wars they underwent againfl: the Medes 
and Egyptians, to aflert their freedom. But 
what need of looking back for precedents, when 
cc the very war we arc now engaged in againft the 
ic Romans (whether it fuccecd well or ill) is ad- 
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« vanccd ct Silently itport the fame foot ? And fhall 
• 4 wc now,thatdifputcourlibcrticswith thc matters 
44 of the whole world, crouch, like flaves, toourown 
" countrymen I To be overcome by ftrangcrs is thc 
" chance of war, and may be imputed, without 
4C lofs of honour, to* the iniquity of fortune ; but 
" for people to give themfelves up in fubje&ion to 
" their own brethren and countrymen, and to the 
44 very worlt of them too, betrays a fordid fervi- 
*' lity of fpirit, and a foul prepared for bondage. 

44 With refpcCt to the Romans, make it the cafe 
44 that we were all actually now their prifoners, 
44 (which heaven forbid !) whether would our con* 
44 dit ion, ixi probability, be better or worfe than 
44 it is now ? For what niifery could an enemy in- 
44 HiCfc upon us that we have not fuffered already ? 
44 Can any man (land a fpe&ator to look upon the 
44 Jews, and fee them robbing the temple of the 
" oblations and donations that the, Romans have 
" bellowed upon it ? Defacing the moft glorious 
" city under the fun ;«and dipping their hands in 
" the blood of thofe heroes, which the Romans 



multitude to pcrfevcrc in their rcfolutiondgainfl the 
zealots; but being fully informed of their imm-An^n- 
bcrs, their choice of men, and their courage, togc- c £» f ^'« fe 
thcr with the circumftances of the place, and the locate 
pofture they were in, and finally their defpair of par- thc 
don, in cafe they Should be overcome, he wasnot too 
fanguine in his expectation oi immediate advantage 
from the meafurcs that were taken* He was deter- 
mined, however, to run all hazards, rather than 
abandon his country in this diftrefs ; while thc peo- 
ple exprefled the moll importunate delirc that he 
would lead them on againft thefe mifcrcants, in de- 
fiance of every danger they could poflibly en- 
counter. 

Ananus, finding the multitude thus bravely refo- 
lute, felefted the belt men he could find, and ranged 
them in the beft order the time would permit. The 
zealots, receiving intelligence from their fpies of his 
motionsanddefigns,advanced immediately to wards 
him, firft in fmall parties, theninlarge bodies, flay- 
ing all before them. Ananus collected his men with 
great expedition, and in point of numbers exceeded 



" themfelves, in the very triumph of their viftories, the others ; but the zealots had the advantage of be- 

1 1 1 ^" ing better armed- But the alacrity from each party 

feemed to fupply all other defers. The rage and in- 



44 would have had a veneration for ? Can any man 
4C fee all this, without tears in his eyes, and a bleed- 
u ing heart ? Whereas the Romans, on 'the other 
" fide, make aconfeience of paffing the bounds of 
a facred and prophane, and of breaking in upon 
u the folemnities of holy cuftoms, or but fo much 
u as cafting a look, unlefs with reverence, and at a 
" diftance, toward the facred enclofurc, we have a 
a fort of people among ourfelves, trained up after 
u our way too, and calling themfelves Jews, that 
44 make no more fcruple of walking in the temple 
" than in a common place, and- that while their 
" hands are yet recking with the blood of their fel- 
u low-citizens. Shall any man, after this, ftand in 
" dread of a foreign war, compared with fuch a 
" domeftic one ? The enemy is, in truth, (to call 
tc things by their right names,) the greater friend 
cc of the two ; for while the Romans fliew them- 
cc felvesthe prefcrvers of our laws, our pretended 
" friends deftroy them. Certain it is that thefe ty- 
" rants have betrayed your liberties, and that no 
{c punifhment can be equal to their crimes. I tell 
you no more in this, than what you all knew 
before I opened my mouth ; and you need no 
" other indignation againft thefe men, than the 
" fenfc of your own fufferings. But you are afraid 
" of their numbers, pcrhaps,the daring boldnefs of 
" thefe men, and the advantageous poft they are 
" now poflcfled of. What was it, I befeech you, 
u but your want of refolution, that raifed them up 
" to this, and made them fo confiderable ? You 
4< have no way left you now but a fpeedy, a gene- 
cc rous, and a joint aflbciation among yourfelves, 
" to bring them down again ; for delay gives time 
u to fettle, opportunity to increafe, and heart to 
" gather courage. The whole faction will flow in 
" the party, which will make them numerous. 
u They have nothing to fear where they meet with 
" no oppofition, and that makes them bold ; and 
" and fo for deferring the attempt, the longer it 
" is put off, the more time they have to fortify and 
<c entrench. It is but one bold pufli, to fliew that 
" you areinearneft, to bring down their infolence; 
" and you will find that, betwixt the terrors of a 
" guilty confeience, and the infamy of bafe a&i- 
" ons, they will have little joy of their ftation. 
* c Who knows but thefe impious wretches may be 
H cut off by the juft judgment of a righteous God, 
<c as a vengeance upon them for their contempt of 
" his Divine Majetty ? and that the very weapons 
" they launch at us may, by a providential miracle, 
<{ be turned againft their own hearts ; fo that they 
u fliall not be able to ftand the very fight of us, but 
tc with confufion. Or, to put matters at the worft, 
<c if we fliould fall every man of us in thc conteft, 
u could any thing be more glorious than to lay 
down our lives, at the gates of the temple, for 
the honour of God, and in the fervice of his holy 
<c houfc andcaufe ? As to the conduct of the enter- 
prize, you fliall have my heart, hand, example, 



u 



u and advice along with you. 
This fpiritcd addrefs of Ananus encouraged the 



dignation of the citizens increafed their ardour in 
oppofing the progrefs of the zealots ; and the zea- 
lots, on the other hand, were inflamed by their re- 
folution againft the multitude. The inhabitants were 
aflured they could not befafe, unlefs they cleared 
the city of the fa<5lion ; audit was certain death to 
the faction if they came not off vi&orious. 

Thus difpofed, both parties engaged, and a fkir- A^;r:™<h 
mifli began, not far from the temple, by cafting * nln **' 
ftones, and throwing javelins, at a diftance. Thofe 
that fled were cut off by the fwords of their ene- 
mies, fo that many fell on both fides. When any 
of the inhabitants happened to be wounded, they 
were carried off by their friends to their own houfes ; 
but the zealots were conveyed up to the temple, 
which holy place they polluted with their blood. 
The fa<5lion, however, in all their fallics and en- 
counters, obtained the advantage. 

The populace now became more numerous, and 
loft all patience with the fugitives for not (landing 
their ground, infomuch that, doling up the way 
behind them in their flight, they turned them back 
again upon the enemy ; fo that they were forced to 
cut out their way forward in their own defence. By 
thefe means they were brought every man to the 
combat, and the fa<5tion not beino* able to ftand the 
fliock of the whole body, gave way by degrees to- /^""hi* 
wards the temple, when Ananus and his party fell way into 
into it at the fame time tosrether with them. When shcmn i ,Icc 



he had driven the faction before him out of the fir ft 
court, they got into the fecond enclofure, haftily 
ftmttingthc gates upon their purfuers. Ananus had 
too great a reverence for the holy place, to ufe any 
fort of violence for the forcing of his paflage, 
though the enemy did ail that was poflible to be HisrcH _ 
done, by darts and lances from above, to provoke gfousfrru- 
him to it. But fuch was the confeience the high- 
prieft made of polluting the holy temple with the 
mixture of an unpurified multitude, that, if he 
might have gained the main caufe by fuch a dilpen- 
fatton, he would not have admitted it. All that he 
did atprefent was, to order a ftandingguard, of fix He inw 
tlioufand chofen men,upon the frontiers of the tern- attaining 
pie, andafiicceffion of the fame number to do duty, 8uara# 
and be relieved . The firft men of the city were not 
exempt from their part in this fervice ; only they 
were permitted, when it fell to their lot,- to have a 
fubftitute to watch in their ftead. 

The popular party now carried all before them ; ^^"J- 
but Tolin of Gifchaln, the fugitive, difconcerted John of 
their meafures, and counteracted their dciigns. He |;> 3# 
was a (iibtlemilcreant, ambitious to a degree, an in- 
veterate enemy,and perfidious traitor to the public. 
To fubfervehis flagitious purpofes, he ailumed the 
mafk of a patriot, ftatively attended the councils of 
Ananus in the day-time, and went round the guards 
at night, iiut the traitor divulged their fecreis to 
the zealots; and every thing deliberated upon was, 
bv his means* known to their enemies e ven before it 
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had been well agreed upon amongfl; themfelves. In 
order to evade iufpicton, lie cultivated, with alli- 
duitv, the grcatcfl friendihip with Ananus and the 
people; was molt ollicioufly refpectful in his be- 
haviour to the high-priclt, and, in lhorc, to every 
man of rank and power. 

!'Uthis flattery was fo grofs, and his oflicioufiiefs 
ajjil adiduities were fo palpably deceptive, that they 
naturally railed fufpicions and jealoufics, which 
were not a little augmented by his conftant attend- 
ance on councils, without fummons or invitation. 
J t wv.s evident, from divers circumftanccs, Unit their 



emicswereapprized of allrefolutions taken againft 
em at thz*c ^unfultations; nor was there any one 
whom they had fo much reafon to fiifpect of the dif- 
covery as this John. But he had played his part fo 

artfully, and infmuated himfelf with fuch addrefs II ™n me xyomansio laeir aimiaiice, as jonn nad 
into tli .nmlnninion of feveral meatmen, that it reprcfcntcd ; imagining alfo,that they fhould fall 



C H A P. VJ. 

The Idumaeans, being fent for to the a j}i fiance of the 

zealots^ repair to Jerufalem with a formidable army. 
Je/iiSj the high-fricjl^ re a Jons the matter with than, 
Simon wakes a reply to t/ie particulars of his jpscch. 
The Idamacans refolve to make good the Jiege. 

ELEAZAR) the ion of Simon,- andZachary, the 
fon of Phalek, were deemed two of the ableft 
men the zealots had in their counfel, and the beft 
qualified for bufinefs, either in point of advice or 
execution ; and they were both of the facerdotal 
race. Thefeperfons taking itfor granted, that,be- 
fides the general menaces, their lives in particular 
were threatened, and that Ananus and his party had 
called in the Romans to their afliftance, as John had 



into the good opinion of fevcral great men, that it 
was deemed impoflible to remove himfrom hispoft; 
fo that they could think of no better expedient of 
putting himtp the teft, than adminiftering to him 
an oath of faith and fecrecyto keep their counfels, 



a facrifice to the fury of the multitude, and that no 
foreign fuccours could arrive in time to prevent the 
execution of the plot; they came at length to a refo- 
lution of applying to theldumseans, and wrote them. 



and ferve themagainlt the faction to the utterm oft a letter upon the occafionto this effect; 



of his power* 

He inoft readily took the oath; and Ananttsand 
his party feemed as readily to believe him fincerej 
as they not only admitted him into their confuta- 
tions, but fent him on a commiflion to the zealots, 
with pj-opofals of accommodation. They were chief- 
ly induced to adopt fuch meafures, by an earneft de- 
lire of avoiding the pollution of the temple with the 
blood of the Jews, and the blame they fhould con- 
fequently incur. This perfidious impoftor availed 
himfelf of the truft repofed in him to perpetrate his 
bale deligns, and accordingly went to the zealots, 
and totally milreprefented the whole matter by in- 
timating to them, moft artfully and malicioufly, in 
the following addrefs, that the oath he had taken 
was a confirmation of his good will towards 
them. 

u I have run (faid he) all hazards for your lakes, 
fpeeciTtV u in order to give you authentic information of the 
«*e*eai3t'.*c deligns and practices of Ananus and his party 

" againft you. I am now to allure you, that neither 
"you or 1 were ever in fuch great danger as at 
l6 prcfcnt, iffome providential interpolation does 



John of 
Gifchala's 



" Finding that Ananus, having firlt feduced the Thezej. 
" people, hathdefigned the betraying Jerufalem to JjJjJ* 
44 the Romans, we have retired into the temple in 
4 4 defence of the common liberty, where we are now«y?* 
44 befieged, and upon the very point of falling into 
44 the hands of Ananus, and the reft of our enemies, 
44 and the city it felf into the hands of the Romans, 
€€ without immediate relief." The bearers had 
charge to relate many other circumftanccs verbally 

to the principal of theldumceans. The perfonschofen 
for this commiflion were both called Ananias : they 

were active, good fpeakers, endowed with the fa- 
cility of perfuafion, and (which was equal to all tli6 
reft upon this occafion) men of refolution and dis- 
patch. They made no doubt of the ready compli- 
ance of the Idumoeans, beinga people fond of broils 
and changes, brutal and churlifh, that needed no 
great pains to be wrought upon, as they go to war 
with as much alacrity and delight, as other people 
do to a banquet. Expedition was therefore the mam 
bufinefs, and the meflengers did their duty. 

When they arrived atldumsea,and delivered their 
lettersand inftru&ions to the governors, the people 



" not avert it, as Ananus has prevailed with the wercnofooneriiifbrmedofrhc 
4; people to fend deputies to Vefpafian, to defire 
tk him to come immediately and take poffeflion of 



"the city; having ordered the people to purify 
4< themfelves the next day, to the end that, under 
" the pretext of religion, they might, either by fair 
44 means or foul, get into the town. I do not find, 
44 under their circumftanccs, how they fhould be 
44 able to hold out againft fuch a number of armed 
44 men; but, as it hath pleafed the Divine will, I am 
" deputed to bring you propofals of peace, which, 
"in fa A, is no other than a ftratagem of Ananus to 
4c amufe you with a treaty, and fall upon you by 
" furprize when you think yourfelves moft fecure. 
" You have now no other choice than to throw 



caught the fiarne,and encouraged and provoked one thoufoi 
another to take up arms, info much that they foon ^J3J5T 
aflembledina body of ao,ooo men, which was fp ec " thc ^ 
dily raifed, and difpatched to Jerufalem, under the 
command of John and James, the fons of Sofas, Si- 
mon the fon of Cathlas, and Phineas, the fbn of 
Clufoth. 

Though Ananusknew nothing of the deputation , 
to the zealots, he had intelligence of the Itlumasan 
expedition, and ordered the gates to be fhut, and 
the walls guarded, but no act of hoftility to be 
committed, till he had tried the effetf: of reafon and 
fair words towards compofing the broil ;fo that Jefus 
the firftprieft next Ananus, mounted a tower over 



" vourfelvcsat thefeetof thebefiegers, or call in a II aga i n ft the Idumoeans, and thus addreffed them: 



44 foreign power to your refcue. If you are taken, 
4: the confeioufnefs of what you have done muft 
44 exclude you from all hope of mercy. Befides, 
44 criminals prove frequently worfe for repentance. 
44 Conlider again, what you are to expe<$from the 
44 friends and relations of thofewhom you have 
t: flain, and from a furious multitude, intheheight 
4t of theirrage, for the abrogation of their laws and 
44 cuftoms. A iingle individual may have fome 
4C fenfe of humanity and tendernefs, but what will 
44 that avail againft the violence of an irritated 
" million ?" 

i 

The uaion This artful fpcech alarmed the faftious party: but 
arc aiarracd johndurftnot name what foreign afliftance he hint- 
aE thls *ed at, though there was every reafon to think it was 

that of the Idumreans. After this he took fome of 
the leaders apart, and loaded Ananus with calum- 
nies and reproaches, in order to inflame their re- 
fclitmcnt againft him. 



fp*ech 



" Of all the calamities that ever befel this famous 
cc city, nothing amazes me more than to fee fortune f a uotl<; 
ic in a confpiracy with the moft abandoned people [j'J^i. 
44 in nature to deftroy it. Who could ever have 
44 thought to have feen you joining with a band of 
' c milcreants againft us, even more heartily than 
44 would have become you toward barbarians them- 
44 felves, if Jerufalem had deiired your aid ? But if 
44 youare of the fame mind with your fiiperiors, 
44 this you have to fay for yourfelves, that a finu- 
44 litude of manners naturally begets an agreement 
44 of affections. This, however, cannot be the cafe 
44 betwixt you and them. For if you conlider their 
44 lives and actions, yon will not find one man of 
* c them that does not deferve a thoufand deaths. As 
44 to their quality, they arc the very fcum of man- 
44 kind: then for their mariners, after their fquan- 
44 dering away their fortunes in luxury and dc- 
44 bauch, they proceeded to rapine and pillage; ami 



IV. 



WARS of The JEWS. 



u Healing aftef ward into the city like thieves, they 

14 advanced to facrilcge and bloodfhed, even in the 
"holy temple itfelf ; wallowing in drink at the very 
«* altar, without either fear or fliamc ; devouring 
" tfie fpoils of tho^fe they have murdered, and pro- 
l < phaning the facred place with all manner of pol- 
u lutions. In the middle of this confufion, I find 
u your people here in as regular a formality of or- 
u der and equipage, as if your army had been 
" brought in at the requeft of a whole body of the 
u city again ft a foreign enemy. What (hall I call 
u this, but the iniquity of fortune, to ice your 
u whole nation united info infamous a confederacy 
" againft your own brethren I I cannot but ad- 
fc< mire, I muftconfefs, the fuddennefs of your re- 
tc folution, as well as the thing itfelf. It mud be 
u fome great matter, lure, that could move you 
w to take up arms for thieves and vagabonds againft 
u your allies. But you have a report among you, 
u 1 perceive, of our calling in the Romans, and 
66 betraying the city tothem;and upon the pretence 
c< you take upon you to fet up for aflerters of the 
<c liberties of Jerufalem againft a foreign power. 
a Though it was a grofs and malicious calumny, it 
ic was yet pertinent enough to the purpofe of the 
u inventors of it : for our enemies could never have 
" gained their ends upon men thdt value liberty at 
u the rate that you do, and would venture fo far for 
16 the preferving of it, but by p ode fling you with a 
" rage againft us, as the bafe and linmanlj betrayers 
" of a bleffing and privilege that you have fo great 
u a veneration for. But you will do Well to confi- 
" der who they are that thus bely and traduce us, 
" and then form a judgment upon the whole j not 
u upon the credit of plaufible tales, but upon the 
u force of cleat- truths and convincing reafon. 

u How will it be conliftentthat we fliould dilpute 
a our liberties thus long with the Romans, and 
"juft now own them for our matters ? How came 
€i it that we fell off from theni at firft ? Or how 
" came it that we did not go over to them again, 
" before our lands, towns, and villages were total- 
<c ly laid wafte and deftroy ed ? Neither is this a time 
" for a treaty, if we had ever fo great a mind to it ; 
il for the conqueft of Galilee hath made them too 
proud to hearken to any conditions. And then 
tc to go out filing to them for a peace as foon as they 
u (hew themfelves before our walls, would be an 
" infamy more unfupportable than death itfelf. 
<c For my own part, I am rather for peace than war ; 
<c but, on the other fide, when the war is orice be- 
" gun and inevitable, I am rather for a glorious 
" death than the life of a flave. 

u But how ftands the cafe, I befeech you, of our 
u fending to the Romans ? Is it that the ring-leaders 



privately fentfome particular perfons out of 
u their own number or families ? Or will you have 
44 it to be a deputation as the common act of the 
tc people ? If this was done by a particular com- 
<4 million, why are we not told the names of the 
u commiffioners ? Are there any letters to be pro- 
€t dnced in proof of this fuggeftion ? Or hath any 
<c man been taken up going or coming upon this 
<c errand ? How comes it that, among fo many 
u thoufands of people as we daily conv.erfe with in 
<fi the city, not fo much as one man ever heard of 
t{ it I And how comes it again, that this fecret, 



cc 

cc 



that has been managed with fo much caution out 
of the city, fliould be only known to a few per- 
cc fons that are locked up in the temple, and not at 
cc liberty fo much as to ftir out of the walls ? Is it 
<c not a ftrange thing too, that this reafon fliould 
cc never be heard of, till the reporters of it were in 



u could it be called the people's act, wit 
tc ling the vote of a general aflembly, whi 



tc danger themfelves, and in dread of being called 
tc to an account for their own crimes ? Neither 
" — ,J! * 1 - " 11 1 ' ^ - 'thoutpaf- 

hich would 

" have made it impoflible to be kept fo long a fe- 
" cret. Or to what end fliould there be a deputa- 
u tion, when the thing was refolved beforehand, 
u and no room left for a treaty ? Then, as before 
u obferved, they would have done well to have 
<c named the commiffioners. But drowning men 
* will catch hold of any thing ", and all this preva- 
c rici^tion is only to fave themfelves. If it muft 
<c be tjhe city's fate, at laft, to fall by treachery, 



cc 
i 



is. 



i 



u nonfc arc fo likely to bring it to that end as out* 
" accufcrs themfelves ; for it is but adding trcafoit 
ct to blood, facrilegc, and the reft of the impieties 
cc they arc guilty of already, tolillup thc uicaiurc 
" of their iniquities* 

a Jl ut fince you are here upon the plate with us, 
" and in arms, what can you do better than to join 
u with us in the relief of the city, and in the root- 
c< ing out of thefe tyrannical monfters ? Wretches 
u that have trod all our laws under foot, to make 
" way for tumult and violence > treated our govcr- 
cc nors worfe than bond-llaves, or common crimi- 
4C nals, in jails', chains, nay, and with death itfelf, 
" though ever fo innocent, and, which is worfc, 
cc without fo much as any pretence to the contrary ; 

and without any place, at laft, for prayers or in- 
cc tcrcellions in favour of the miferable. This is no 
u more than what you may be eye-witnefles of 
4 c yourfclves, if you will but enter the city as friends, 
c£ and believe your fenfesi There you will fee the 
" ranfacking of ho'ufes, and the whole town in 
"mourningfor their maflacred kindred and friends; 
c< your ears will be fhocked with cries and lamen- 
<c tations, and not one creature to be found, upon 
Cc the whole* but has his part in this oppreflion* 
<c They have carried their infolcncc to fo extrava- 
Ct gant a pitch, that, after the barbarous robberies 
cc and outrages committed in the country towns and 
a villages, they have brought the fcenelikewife in- 
(C to the mother-city itfelf, tho' the head and glory 
• * of the nation ; carrying the outrage from thence 
" alfo into the very temple itfelf, which they have 
" made the feat of the war. From thence it is that 
" they make their fallies, and thither their retreats : 
u there they keep their guards, their {lores, and 
u their magazines. At this rate it is, in fine,' that 
u thefe profligates (of our own tribe and extraction 
" too) profane, dilhonour, and trample upon God's 
" holy habitation, and the place that is venerable 
ct all over the world, fave only among our ownpeo- 
cc pie. They are never fo defperate, but, in the 
u depth of their defpair, they It 111 take delight in 
<c forcing all things to extremities, and in fetting 
CQ cities and nations againft each other, and all in a 
c< confufion of civil broils. Themoft righteous and 
" reafonable thingthat you can do (and that which 
<c would beft become you) would be, to go hand in 
u hand with us, in delivering thenation from thefe 
u firebrands, andin takingyourrevengeupon them 
ct for the impofture they have put upon you, and 
<c for presuming to invite you into t'heir party for 
cc afllftance ; whereas thcvihould rather have dread- 
c< cd the vengeance and juftice from you, that bc- 
<c longs to a common enemy, if you take it to be 
cc matter of decency and refpect, to pay fome fort 
cc of deference to their rcquefts, be but plcafed to 
" pafs into the city as friends : leave your arms at 
u the gates, makeyourfelvesiieuter, give the catife 
cc a fair hearing, and be yourfelves the judges of 
tc the controversy . But for thofe people that have 
fo many notorious crimes to anfwer for tbem<- 
felves, and particularly the hurrying away of fo 
many men of quality to death, without fo much 
as the forms of either charge or defence ; for 
thefe people, I fay, to be adhiitted to fo impar- 
tial and eafy away of trial, will be acondefcen- 
lion very extraordinary, and it will become them 
to acknowledge the obligation they have to you 
for the favour. But if you will neither join with 
us in the equity of the caufe, or appear in the 
capacity of judges betwixt us, withdraw from 
4t both parties, without cither inful ting over honcft 
<c men in their affliction, or fiding with traitors and 
ct ufurpers againft your mother city. Or, if you 
iC are not as yet thoroughly fatisfied of our inno- 
<; cence, as to any fecret correfpondence with the 
u Romans, fend out your fcoiits and agents to fpy 
c< upon thepalfesand avenues; and whenever you 
u find one creature of us guilty of fuch a practice, 
" fpare neither the atfloror the party. That will 
" be the only proper time for you to ftand up for 
4C your metropolis ; and there is no danger in the 
cc mean time ', for, as you are polled, it is not pofli- 
cc ble for any enemy to enlcrpofe to your prejudice. 
cx If this mr.y" work upon yo\3, it is well ; but if 
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<{ othcrwifc, you cannot think it rcafonablc for us 
" to open our gates till you lay down your arms/ 1 



fcrctl tlicm by their cxcluf on from the city, as well 
as at their difappoin tineu; . ir!» rrfpci-'r to the fup- 
poled llrcngth of the zealots, c oilier with thcdif- • 



Notwithftanding this fpiritcd and reafonable ad- ficultics they had met within twcn ~::ucditiou. But 



drefs of Jcfus, the multitude continued much en- 
rao cd, becanfethcy did not .meet with a ready en- 
trance into the city ; and the generals looked upon 
the very mention of laying down their arms as the 
higheft indignity that could be offered them. Si- 
mon, however, the fon of Cathlas, one of their 
principal officers, quieted the tumult they had 
railed, and (landing upon an elevated place, to that 
the pricfts might hear him, fpoke to the following 
effect : 

4C I do not wonder to lee the defenders of our 
cc country's liberties (hut up in the temple, when 
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ct Uiutup the city itfelf, which ought to be freeand 
<c open to the whole nation ; but at the fame time 
cc ready enough, perhaps, to entertain the Romans 
<c with garlands and acclamations. It is enough 
" for us, you think, to talk to us from your tow- 
<c ers, advife us to lay down our arms, (though ta- 
" ken up in the common caufe,) and not to trull 
<c our neareft friends with the guard of the city: 
" But, in Head of defending our capital, we are 
*'* held in hand with propofals of being made judges 
" of the matter in queition ; and, in the fame in- 
c - {taut, while you are laying a load upon others 
for deftroying your fellow-citizens without any 
" colour of law, you yourfelves pronounce judg- 
" ment at will and pleafure on the whole nation, 
cc and violently keep your own brethren out of a 
cc city that gives admittance, upon the account of 
" piety and devotion, to all mankind befide. But 
" is this your way then of acknowledging obliga- 
" tions ? Do you call it an expedition againft you, 
" and a tiding with your enemies, to make all the 
4 - hade we could to your refcue ? At the fame rate 
a are thofe in the temple your enemies ; and you 
" havejuftasmuchto fay againft us as againft them. 
cc You have, at prefent, the very fupporters of the 
<• commonwealth prifoners in the temple ; and we 
cc are to be amufed with a pretence, that the end of 
cc your keeping all the world out of the city, is to 
•• c avoid their tyranny, when, in fa ft, the very ty- 
< l ranny you complain of, yourfelves praftife. This 
<c is too grofs to pafs on any man who hath eyes to 



thefliame that would attend them, m c'tfe they re- 
turned without taking any attempt, c»;tv/«ighed Th-i-,. 
all other fcruplcs, fo that they lay all night ^^forc^f c f- J 
the wall, though in a very had encampment. The ^VjcrihT 
following night there arofe an horrible ftorm of city ^ 
wind and rain, accompanied with fuch peals of A(!rejj - 
thunder, flaflies of lightning, and dreadful earth- :;m ^U 
quakes, as produced an univerfal condensation, ^kei. 
Thcfe prodigies were deemed a manifeft indication 
of fome approaching deftruCtion, as the fyftem of 
the world appeared to be in general diforder. 

# 

The inhabitants and Idumceans were both under Wrcr^. 
the fame apprehenfion. Their opinion was, that ""wcon! 
the Almighty wasdifpleafed with them for taking K! 8 
arms, and that fome vindictive judgment threa- 
tened, them both, if they perfifted in a war againft 
the mother city. 

But Ananus arid his party looked upon it as a 
declaration from heaven in their favour ; taking it 
for granted, that Providence would interpofe in 
their behalf, and give them a victory without a 
battle. But the event proved the fallacy of their 
conjecture ; for that which they applied to the ene- 
my, befell themfelves in :h> conclufion. In this 
ftorm the Idumceans fenced one another by edging 
together as clofeas the y could prefs, thereby keep- 
ing themfelves warm, and.conriefting their fliields 
over their heads, were not fo much hurt by the rain. 
The zealots all this while were in more pain for the 
Idumseans than for themfelves, and therefore en- ^ 
tered into a confultation to devife means for affift-thc^bu 
ing their friends. The more daring and refolute 
were for forcing the guards with their arms, and, of their 
aftergaining that point,burftiug open thegates,and f " end, • 
making way for the Idumseans ; as fuppoiing the 
guards would be in diforder, and give way at fuch 
an unexpected attempt, efpecially as the greatell 
part of theni were ill armed, and unlkilled in mili- 
tary discipline. Befidcs, the multitude would not 
be eafily affembled, as they were difperfed to their 
feveral habitations by the ftorm. They were deter- 
mined, however, at all events, and in fpite of every 
danger, to fupport and protect t heir friend sand al- 



is Lou " ruib lu puis uu any man w jiu uaxu cyca iu " < r n - *i : <rrt. _ 

C r r i? • . cJ • * ii "Li. ~ lies, who came fo g;eneroufly to their aihttance. 

"fee. Keeping us out of the city is not all neither, II 5 rt ,- r 



tc for we are barred, by that exclusion, from the 
cc encrcife and enjoyment of the religious rites and 
<c and ceremonies of our profeflion. And it is the 



But the more prudent part difapproved of this 
method, perfuaded that the guards, at this critical 
time, were doubled, and that altrhJter watch than 



« lame cafe again with thofe who are befieged in ordinary was fet upon the walls on account of the 
" the temple, for punifhing certain traitors, whom || Iduma^ails. They alfo fuppofed that Ananus would 

be every where up and down at all hours, to keep 
the foldiers to their duty. This, indeed, was the 
cafe every other night but that, when Ananus went 



" you are pleafed to honour with the title of honeft 
cc men and perfons of quality, for the credit of the 
c< confederacy. The only thing they were to blame 
<c for was, that they did not begin with you : that 
c< is to fay, at the root of the confpiracy. But if 
" thev were over tender, it will concern us to a& 
cc with more vigour, for the maintenance of the 
cc houfe of God, and of the rights of our country, 
cc as well within the city as without, and againft 



to refrefh himfelf, not through flothfulnefs or inat- 
tention, but rather a kind of fatality to the ruin of 
himfelf and people ; for the night being far fpent, 
andthetempeft increafiug, Ananus permitted the 
guards at the temple gates to go to reft. 

_ ^ Atthisfatalinftantit occured to the zealots, that, 

" all oppofers. So that "this fiege we' are refolved II if they could but deftroy the bars of the gates, their 



" to make good, till either the Romans deliveryou, 
ci or the confeioufnefs of what you have done amifs 
4C bring you back to your duty." 



CHAP. VII. 



The Idumaeans encamp under the city walls. A dread- 
ful (I arm. Several opinions and forebodings upon it. 
The great m concern of the zealots for the fecurity of 
their friends. The Idumaeans enter the city by nighty 
and join the zealots. An inhuman maffacre enfucs. 
The priefts Ananus and Jefus put to death. 

npHE Idumasans teftified, by their acclamations, 



defign would be accomplilhed. Upon this they 
took certain inftruments belonging to the t.emple. 
and cut them afunder ; and it fell out fortunately 
for them, that, through the raging of the wind, and 
roaring of the thunder, the noife was not heard by 
the behegers.- They then went privately to thecity 
gates next to the Idumceans, which they opened as 
they had done the former. The Idumreans at firft 
apprehended that Ananus and his party were mak- ]^, u £. 
ing afally, fo that every man made towards thepaf- write 
fage fword in hand ; but, on finding their millake, c " y ' 
they entered the city, and with fuch rage, that, if 
they had difcharged it upon the people, they muft 
have put the whole body to the fword. But, as their 
firft concern was to deliver the zealots, their friends. 



i their approbation of the fpeech of their gene- out of enftody in the temple, according to their 



ral ; while Jefiis, on the other hand, wentaway pen- 
iive and forrowful, on finding the Idumseans op- 
posed all moderate counfels, and that the city was 
belieo-ed on both fides. Nor were the minds of the 



earneft requeft, and it was pointed out to them 
how much eafier they would find the enterprize, if 
they began with the guards, whereas, if the inhabi- 
tants took the alarm, they would gather in/multi- 



Idumasans atreft, being enraged at the affront of- tudes, and difpute-e very inch of the grounjdupoxi 
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fiicli advantage, that they could never carry their 
point . The Icliiiurcans were brought to coincide with 
them in opinion, and therefore made it their main 
hui turf's topafs directly through the city to thcre- 
lief of their friends, who were pnfjgpcrsin the temple 
and waited their coming with great impatience. 

Thcv had no fooner entered, than the zealots 



came boldly out of the inner temple, and joined with 
•them in an attack upon the guards. Some they 
jcilled in their fleep ; but the multitude, alarmed 
by the outcry, arofc, and, in great amazement and 
confufion, feized upon their arms, and flood in their 
own defence. Imagining, at firlt, that they were 
only a party of the zealots, they had no doubt of 
overpowering them by numbers, and therefore 
prefled on boldly ; but when they found others ad- 
vancing, and that the Idumseans had joined the 
zealots, the greater part dropped their arms with 
their.courage, and lamented the horror of theirfitu- 
atipn. Some few, more brave and refolute than 
the reft, covered themfelves with their armour, and 
valiantly, encountered the Idumceans ; but the ma- 
jor part ran up and down bewailing, in direful yell, 
the ruin of the city. Not a blow was ftruck, when it 
was generally known that the Idumceans were mat- 
ters of the place.- The ftreets rang with hideous 
outcries and doleful lamentations ; the flirieks of 
the women were rendered more piercing by the 
ihouts of the Idumasans and zealots, and the tem- 
peftuous violence of the winds and thunder. Such 
were the barbarity and fiercenefs of theldumasans, 
aggravated by the thought of being fliut out of the 
Aa horrid c j t y ? am \ expofed to the ftrefs of weather, that they 

br:he' e fpared neither age or fex. Some of the diftrefled 
uiauaoi. mortals pleaded religion, otherskindred ; but death 
flopped all mouths. There was neither place for 
flight, or hope of prefervation ; but as they were 
driven one upon another in heaps, fo were they 
llain. Nay, the very fear of death contributed as 
much to the execution of itas the rageof the enemy. 
In .this extremity of diftradlion fome of them to 
avoid one death, leaped headlong down a precipice 
into another. Rivers of blood flowed round the 
temple ; and, by day-light, the place was flrewed, 
upon computation, with 8500 dead bodies. 

The rage of the Idumceans was not fatiated by 
this horrid mafTacre, but afterwards turned upon 
the city, where they pillaged all the houfes indiffe- 
rently, and flew everyone they met. The rabble 
they looked upon as below further notice, and 



chiefly wreaked their vengeance upon ihafc of rise 
faccrdotal order, which they did by taking off their 
heads without the leaf! diiliinition. ;uid then 



trampling on their bodies, dcridingly upbraided 
Ananus with his popularity, and Jefus with hi* 
elaborate harangue upon the wall. They proceed- 
ed to that degree of impiety, as to forbid the rites 
of burial ; though tlie Jcvvifli laws, fi "om a reve- 
rence to the dead, have provided for the taking 
down even of executed criminals from the very 
crofs, and burying them before fun-fet. 

I prefume 1 lliall not be found guilty of an error, 
if I date the deftrucftion of this city from the death, 
of Ananus, and affirm that Ananus and Jerufalem aimmh j>i 
fell both on the fame day ; for, in the lofs of this lodcalh ' 
mail, they loft the fuppoVt of their government, 
and all hope of fafety ; and Jerufalem was, in fad:, H ii cha- 
as much extind: as Ananus. Befides the dignity of ra & cr - 
his extraction and character, he was highly efteem- 
edforhisperfonal virtue andjuftice ; and his humi- 
lity was an ornament to all his good qualities. He 
was a zealous aflertor of the caufe of liberty, and 
ever preferred the public to private intereft. His 
ftudy and concern were to promote peace* Well 
convinced of the infuperable power of the Romans, 
and that the only fecurity of the Jews was to main- 
tain a good underftanding with them. To funi 
up the whole, if Ananus had furvived, the Romans 
and Jews would have come to an agreement. He 
was a powerful orator, and endowed with the fa- 
culty of perfuading his hearers in an eminent de- 
gree. He had already humbled thofe incendiaries 
called zealots ; and the Jews, under fuch a leader^ 

wouldhavemadca vigorous ojjpolition to the power 
of the Romans. 

He was fo happy as to be aided in his counfclsby 
Jcfiis, aperfonof very great abilities, though infe- 
rior to Ananus. But it Teems to have been the Di- 
vine will to doom this city to deftruftion, and purge 
the fandtuary, as it were, by fire, for all the pol- 
lutions and abominations that had been committed 
in it; This was done by removing thefe twoilluf^ 
trious perfons, who were the only means of pre- 
fervingit. Thefe who, a little before, were vene- 
rable for their facred garments, the protestors of 
our holy religion, and the delight tiot only of their 
own people, but of all foreigners who had the ho- 
nour to know them, were now wantonly expofed as 
a prej' to dogs and wildbeafts, to the aftonifhment 
and grief of all good men, who lamented to fee 
virtue deje&ed, and vice triumphant. 
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CHAP. I. 

•itchy of the zealots and Idumaeans. Zachariah falfely 
accujed of trea/on, Makes an honourable defence^ and 
is acquitted. Is afterwards murdered in the temple. 
The Idumaeans dijcover the iniquitous practices of the 
zealots, difcharge their prifoners^ and leave the city. 
Gorton^ and Niger of Peraea, put to death. Divine 
vengeance overtakes the tyrants. 

FTER the murders of Ananus and Jefus, 
the people, in general, were treated with 
the mofthorrid barbarities by theJdumae- 
ans and zealots, who carried devaftations 
and daughter every where before them As to perfons 
of rank, and thofe who were in the prime of life, 
they only kept themin cuttody, in hopes that,forthe 
fparing of their lives, they might be brought over 
to their party; but they chofe rather to die than join 
in a confpiracy with traitors againft their native 
country. Death, however, might be accounted the 
leaft part of their mifery, as it was brought on by 
the moft exquifite torture : their bodies were torn 
and lacerated with fcourges till they were covered 
with ulcers; and, when they could no long-er fuftain 
the torments, they had recourfc to the fword for 
finifhing the work. Thofe whom they caught in 
the day were crouded into prifons, and flain in the 
night; and then their dead bodies were carried out 
in wder to make room for others. Thefe horrid 
malfacres excited fuch terror in the minds of the 
people, that they durftnotafFe & forrow,or perform 
funeral rites for theirnearefl: relations: nay, they 
wereeven afraid to filed a tear in their own houfes 
without the utmoft caution, left any fiiould be privy 
to it ; for humanity was become fo dangerous a 
crime, that it was death even to fliew a tender regard 
for the memories of thofe who were departed. All 
they could do, was, now and then, in the night, to 
cafl a little earth upon the body ; though fome few 
were fo daring as to venture upon it in the day. 
There perifiied, in this manner, 12,000 perfons of 
the firft rank. 



Thefe inhuman monfters being almoft forfeited 
with their barefaced cruelties, had the eflrontcry to 
fet up fictitious tribunals, and conftitute judicatures, 
under a pretended form of law and equity. The 
firft who became amenable to this mock court was 
Zachariah, the fon of Baruch, a man of the firft 
rank, and a character eminent for piety and virtue. IIS" 
He was looked upon by the zealots as a man fo dan- 
geroufly popular, that, to enfure their own fafety,it 
wasneceflary to remove him. Refolving, therefore, 
to take away his life, they put him upon his trial, 
and to thatpurpofe convened feventy of the princi- 
pal men amongft them, under the name of judges, 
but without even the femblance ofjuridicial autho- 
rity. This felf-conftituted court being met, the 
zealots exhibited a formal charge again ftZachariah, 
of a defign to betray J erufalem to the Romans, and 
treating with Vefpafian about it. There appeared 
not the leaft colour of a proof; neverthelcfs, they at- 
tempted to cftablifl) their affirmation as fufficient 
evidence. Zechariah, perceiving manifeftly that 
his life was at ftake, and that the whole defign was 
fraudulent, in thisftateof defpair, prepared for his 
defence with that ferenity and freedom of mind 

which are the infeparable concomitants of confei- 
ous integrity. 

He began with pointed reflections on the fcanda- ^ 
lous practices and frivolous pretences of his accu- f t ' nC e. 
fers, and proceeded to fliew the evident calumnies 
and inconfiftencies of their allegations, expofed the 
futility of their objections, and turned all their ar- 
guments againft themfelves,fetting forth the whole 
courfe of their iniquities, and the dreadful confe- 
quences which had attended them. The noble and 
fpirited condud: of Zachariah enraged the zealots to 

fuch a degree of malice, that they had certainly 
murdered him on the fpot, if they had not been rc- 
ftrained by a neceffary deference to their pretended 
court of judicature, and a defign of making the ex- 
periment whether their new judges would venture 
their lives on fo dangerous a point. 

When it came to the ifliie, the whole court pro- 
nounced the prifonerinnocent,nor was there one out 
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cvf the (evenly judged but chofc rather to run the 
hazard of his own life, .than take away that of fo 
good a man, by a fentence repugnant to conference 
aI1( | equity. Tliis judgment of acquittal highly in- 
eenfVd thczealots,who cenfured thejudgesasidiots, 
in not comprehending the delign of their appoint- 
ment. Two of the moft fplenetic and daring fell 
outrageoufly upon Zachariah, and murdered him in 
the middle of the temple, and having infolently ex- 
claimed, " Thou haft alfo our verdidfc, which will 
prove a more fure acquittal than the other," caft the 
body down a precipice into the valley- The lives of 
the judges wcrefpared: their punifhment was a fen- 



v/as their motive for taking off Goriou, a ht'Mi of 
birth and virtue, and a generous affcrtor of the catifc 
of liberty. Niger of Pcnca fell xtmlcr the famcdif- 
aftrous fate; He was an ofliccr who had difplaycd 
his courage againft the Romans, and gloried in the 
woundshc had received in the fefvicc of his country 
as they dragged him alongtbc ftrccts. When they 
brought him out of the gates, and ho dc /paired of 
life, he made them this f equcit, that his body might 
be buried : but it was denied him ; and they put 
him to death with this prophetical imprecation iit 
hislaft breath, " that the Romans might come to' 
avenge his blood : and Divine Juftice overtake 



tence of infamy, to be beaten out of the temple with them with famine, fword, pcftilcnce, and mortal 



the backs of their fwords. By this means they were 
clifperfed up and down as fo many eye-witnelfes of 
the flavery of the capital city at that time. 

By this time the Idumreans repented of their com- 
ing, and were difgufted at the horrid proceedings of 
the zealots. While they were conferring on the 
fubjedt, they had fecret intelligence fent them by one 
of the party, of thetranfadtions and principles of the 
people that invited them, to the following effect : 

<( That they took up arms upon the credit of a 
" reportjthat the high-priefts were treating with the 
c " Romans for betraying of the city; however,upon 
u further enquiry, they found nothing at all in it; 
n but, on the contrary , the pretended affcrtors of our 
"liberties were a dually the fubverters of them, 
"and they themfelves the tyrants that ought to 
44 have been timely fuppreflcd. But (faid the zea- 
"lot) fince it hath been your unhappy lot to join 
" with them thus far in their iniquities, it will be 
"time for you to break off fo criminal an alliance 
" with the profcfTed enemies of your laws and coun- 
" try. You took it ill to be kept out of the town : 
" and are you not fufiiciently revenged upon thofe 
"that excluded you, in the death of Ananus, and 
"fo many thousands of the citizens in one night? 
<; an acftion which many of your people will live 
€i to repent. I fpeak this only to fliew you the bar- 
" barity of your confidents that had the effrontery 
44 to commit thefe fhamelefs cruelties even before 
" the face of their prefervers, and by doing the ba- 
" fell things that ever were heard of in the fight of 
" their allies, to transfer the infamy from the zca- 
"lots to the Idumasans, who, in truth, fliould either 
" have hindered them, or left them. Now, fince it 
"is as clear as the fun, that the whole ftory of the 
"confpiracy is nothing but a calumny, and that 
" there is no fuch thing in profpe£t as the dread of 



divifions among themfelves, in proportion to the 
enormity of their crimes." 

Nor was itlong before the Almighty, in righteous! 
judgment,poured down all thofe plagues upon them 
according to the good man's imprccation^beginning 
with their inteftine broils. The removal of Niger 
fo far diflipatcd theirfears,thatthere was no part of 
the people but they found out fome pretence tode- 
ftroy. Some they put to death for pretended of- 
fences paft. In other cafes, where matter of fa& 
could not be produced, bare jealoufy or poflibility 
was fufficient. If they made court to the facftion, 
they were fpies; if they kept off, it was conftrued 
into enmity and contempt-, but, whether the pre- 
tended crime was great or fmall, the penalty was 
(till the fame, and none cfcaped that pofTefled cither 
dignity or property. 



CHAP. II. 

Difir ailed ft ate of the Jews. Vefpafian deliberates a- 
bout bcfieging Jerufaletn. Many of the Jews 'deferi 
from the zealots to the Romans. Tyranny and up- 
prefftun prevail in the highefl degree. PrcdiHions 
verified concerning the deflrultionof Jerufalem. 

THE ahibition of the Roman officers prompting 
them to the capture of Jerufalem,- they could 
not embrace a fairer opportunity for the advance- 
ment of their defign, than that afforded by the pre- 
fent diftradted Hate of the city; To this end they 
urged Vefpafian, as their commander in chicfy to 
improve the fame, without allowing the Jews a pro- 
per time to concert meafures of defence; They alfo 
reprefented to him, that the interpofition of Provi- 
dence evidently appeared Upon thefe factions in fa- 
vour of the Romans. The general replied to them 



Roman army, befide the impregnable ftrength in tcrms to the following effect, obferving, 



" of this city, if it were true to itfelf, fince thus it 
what have you more to do than to return 



" is 



"whence you came, and, by abandoning thefe 
u monftcrs, expiate, in fome degree, the ill things 
44 you did in their company ? Wherein you are thus 
"far excnfable, that you were rather paflive under 
" a well meaning miftake, than voluntary a<Stors at 
M your own liberty and choice." 

Thefe perfuafions wrought fo effectually on the 
Idumseans, that they immediately fet alltheprifo- 
ners at liberty, being about two thoufand, left the 
city, and teturned home. Their unexpected depar- 
ture greatly furprized both the inhabitants and the 
zealots on feveral accounts. The people, who knew 
the caufe, took courage, from the confiderationof 
beingdelivered fromlomany of their enemies. The 
zealots, on the other hand, became infolentupon it, 
in confidence of their own ftrengthj and, from re- 
flecting that the check was removed which kept 
them in fome degree of awe of the Idumacans, they 
were now at liberty to purfue their own meafures, 
without the leaft reftraint or delay, they went on 
without deliberation or counfel,perpetrating what- 
ever could be either iniquitous or cruel. 

But their deadly rancour was levelled at men of 

honour and valour, whom they perfecuted to the ut- 

tnoft extremity; thofe of rank from a principle of 

envy, thofe of refolution and virtue from a principle 

of fear; for they could never think themfelves fafe 

fo long as any of that character was living. This 

No. 35; 
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44 That their bravery was more than their policy; 
44 and that they confidered the glory of the adtion, in 
44 the oftentation of their courage, (as it were to 
fight a prize,) more than the prudence and advan- 
tage of it. For to attack the city hand over 
head, would be the ready way to make them all 
44 friends again, and to draw their forces upon us, 
44 which are very confidcrable, into a conjunction, 
" as againft a common enemy; whereas, if we do 
44 but wait with a little patience, they will do our 
tC bufinefs to our hands, in fpending their num- 
cc bersand their fpirits one upon another. God 
" does better for us than wecandoforourfelves, in 
44 delivering up the Jews to the Romans without 
ct labour or peril, and giving us victory without 



44 fo much as a bat tie. Are they not already involved 
" in a civil war ? (which is the heavieft of all judg- 
44 ments.) Who but a madman then will enter into 
<c a needlefsconteft with madmen, and run the rifque 
ct of bearing a part in the tragedy, when he may do 
'his bufinefs better in the quality of a fpec!tator ? 
44 Thofe people are rafh and furious, and, rather 
u than not be deftroyed, will kill one another. 
44 As for thofe that look upon a cheap victory to be 

4C inglorious, they would do well to fet the advan- 
44 tages of a temperate accommodation, without 
cc blood, againft the uncertain chance of war. 
44 This is not to derogate from the honour of mili- 
a tary virtue; for, provided the fame thing be done, 
"it matters not whether it be by arms or council. 
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l : iidouhtrd!y tli.it mufl he the bed v/ay of doing 
41 it, which at the f:i rue time that it weakens the ene- 
" rny , keeps our own men, by daily exercifc, in tlifci- 
4< plinc and in breath. Neither is that a time for us 
" to propofc to ourfclves the fame of a glorious ex- 
:; ploit, when the Jews are playing our game for 
"us, and mind neither their arms, their works, or 
4C their walls, or the making of intcreft and friends, 
c; but arc deftroying one anothcr,and doing the part 
41 of the worlfc of enemies one to another, till they 
'•have brought theiufelves into fuch a condition, 
44 that the bell they can hope or wifli for is to be 
fc4 our Haves. As to the prudence and honour of 
1 the matter in qucftion, if they have a mind to 
4C plague one another, why fliould we hinder them? 
4< Nor is there, in fine, any reputation to be got by 
44 a victory that was rather caft upon us by the fac- 
44 tion of the one fide, than gained by the valour of 
44 the other. And this is the truth of the cafe " 

Thus did Vefpafian deliver his opinion, with 

defer": in which,from the fequel,the officers appeared tocoin- 

* n cover to him from thezca- 



receives him. 7 he factious betake themfelvt 
Placidus fellows aucl puts than to the rout. The fu. 
gitives make their way to Ihthennahris, 
rifles the phce t and lays it in ajbrs. T.. 
rifled with a falj'e a/atm 1 ih 
action, and lofe fifteen thoufand n, 



Placidus 
country tci- 
Jews are joiced into 



The Jews 



Ve?aaan C ° culc ; for deferters cs 

lots, in great numbers, day afterday, though thepaf- 

fages were fo befet, that it feemedalmoft impoflible 



SUCH was the ambition of John of Gifchala, that 
nothing would content him lefs than fovereign 
power; fo that withdrawing infeniibly from the reft 
of his companions, and bringing over to his inte- johncf 
reft a party of the nioft abandoned mifcreants, he ?i iQh2 ^ 
aflumed to himfelf a kind of defpotic fway. He foT«e? g J 
took upon him to impofe his own orders and opi- Pi- 
nions imperioufly upon others, and of treating 
theirs with contradiction and contempt, and this he 
did from a manifeft affectation of fole andabfolute 
authority. Some joined with him out of fear, and 
feveral from affection and good will; for he was a 
great matter of the art of perfuafion, and well knew 
how to work upon the human paffions. Many fol- 
lowed him for their own fecurity, hoping that their 
mifdemeanors would be imputed to him as the ori- 
ginal caufe, if they fliould be called to an account 
for them, But divers fell off from him; fo me from 



to efcapc. They put every man to the fword that envy, and others from a difdain of fubjection to one 



A Uiiional 



fell in their way, upon pretence, that he was going 
off to the Romans, unlefs he redeemed himfelf for 
a fum of money, which never failed to procure his 
deliverance. There was no charge of treachery 
where there was no want of monev; fo that the rich 
compounded; and the poor were obliged to fubmit 
iniUice :o n ot only to oppreflion, but even murder itfclf. The 
JuVof the niaflacre was fo outrageous, that the dead bodies lay 
ieuij;s. piled in heaps upon the highways; and many, who 

had meditated their efcape, changed theirminds,and 
chofe rather copcrifh in the city, from the mere hope 
of a little earth to cover them. But fuch was the in- 
humanity of thole monfters, that they would not al- 
low burial either to thofe (lain within or without the 
city; but, like profefled enemies to theiuftindt of 



nature as well as the rites of their country, they of- 
fended God and man, and expofed the bodies to rot 
above ground in the face of the fun. Nay, it was 
deemed as unpardonable acrime to attempt the bu- 
rial of a friend, as to go over to the enemy, and he 
that had but lately buried another, wanted, perhaps 
the next moment, a friend to do the fame office for 
himfelf. Compaifi*m,the mod humane of affections 
feemed to be wholly extinct in the hearts of thefe 
mifcreants; and mifery was rather a provocation 
to rage than a motive to pity. 

The fpe&acle, in fine, was fo hideous, that it 
caufed the living to envy the dead; and the want of 
a grave was much more tolerable than the miferies 
of a prifon. Nor did they only trample upon all 
that was facred amongft men, but trifled with the 
Deity, and paid as little regard to the predictions of 
the prophets, as they did to the fabulousreports of 
necromancers. But, notwithftandingthiscontem.pt 



of the laws and precepts of their forefathers con- 
cerning the meafurcs of good and evil, they found 
the predictions verified, in the conclufion, concern- 
ing themfelves and their country. There was a 
traditional prophecy handed down to them from 
antiquity, that, in future time, there fliould break 
out a violent fedition in Jerufalem,and that the Jews 
themfelves, with their own hands, fliould prophane 
the holy temple; that the city fliould be afterwards 
taken, and ail that was facred in it laid in allies. The 
zealots made no doubt of the authority of this pro- 
phecy, and contributed the utmoft in their power 
towards the fulfilment of it. 



CHAP. III. 

John ufurps fovereign power. The f aft ion divided into 
two parties^ Zealots and anti-zealots. John efpoufes 
the latter. Heavy judgments fall on the Jews. An 
excurfion of the Sicarii from the citadel of Majfada 
Engaddi taken by form. Judaea becomes the feat of 

war. The Jews hold fecret correfpondence with Vef- 
pajiatij and jue to him for relief. Gadara invites and 



that had fo lately been their enemy. But the grand 
objection was the dread of monarchy, and the de- 
fpair of difpofleffing him of that power if he once 
obtained it. Befides, they were perfuaded he would 
never forgive thofe that oppofed him in his prc- 
tenfions at the beginning. 

Thepeople,upon thefe deliberations, came atlaft 
to arefolution, rather to ftand the events of a war, 
than perifli under the infamy of making themfelves 
voluntary flaves. The faction, upon this, divided 
into two parties; John putting himfelf at the head 
of the anti-zealots. They flood both upon their The fac 
guard one againft the other, and not without foine J**™ 
jflight fkirmifhes; but rather with the people in gc- pri* 
jneral, than betwixt themfelves, for the main point, 
[which of the two parties fliould get the greateft 
booty. 

Jerufalem labouring at this time under three Htt7f 
heavy judgments, war, tyranny, and fedition, the jwjjjw 
people, taking the former to be the moft tolerable of j* WJ 1 e 
the three, quitted their habitations, fled from their 
own countrymen for fanctuary to ftrangers, and 
found afterwards that fafety ahdprotection from the 
Romans they could not obtain one from another. 

The three forementionedj udgments were follow- 
ed by a fourth, which contributed as much to the 

There 



J 



J 



a place of great antiquity, ftrength, and import- 
ance. Jtwas erected and made ufe of by our kings, 
in former times, for a royal treafury ,and a magazine 
of all kinds of ftores and neceflaries for war, and 
for an impregnable retreat in times of danger. It 
was now in pofletfion of a band of ruffians, called 
Sicarii, who over-ran, plundered, and laid wane 
the country. Jthappening,at this juncture, that the 
Roman arm}' lay quiet while the Jews were divided 
between fedition and tyranny, thefe aflaflins took the 
opportunity of making ftill bolder attempts than 
they had ventured on before. It was now the feaffc 
of unleavened bread,- a feftival celebrated by the 
Jews with great folemnity, in commemoration of 
their deliverance fromEgyptianbondage,and tran- 
flation into the Land of Promife. On that night the 
ruffians broke into Engaddi by furprife, fcattered 
the people, and made themfelves matters of the 
place, before the inhabitants could take to then- 
arms. They drove them out of the town; and hav- 
ing put to death upwards of feven hundred perfons* 
nioftly women and children, rifled their houfes,and 
feized upon all the fruits that were in feafon, which 
they carried toMaflada. Indeed, they laid watte nil 
the villages in the neighbourhood of the fortrefs; # 
for their numbersincreafed daily by the acceffionot 
an abandoned rabble, that came flocking in to join 
them. 
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fire* 



^f'4^ cV ^ 0 ' cncc ' ylu '> a * it is with tbc human body, when 
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ic The region of Jutta-a now became one fecne of jj todraivhisaclvcrfanesalittlcfarther from the town. rhe» fu^f 

Thefchcme fuccecdcd; for Piacidusgaifthem into a iJ^eaSj 
place of ad vantage, and there attacked and put them w*cUm. 
to the rout. Tliofc that Hed for tlieii" fafcty were in- 

terccptedby the Romans, and thofe tliatfotight were 
cut offby their foot. In fine, they were totally de- 



j:irt- any of the nobler parts arc iiidifpofcd, all'the reft 

fvinpathifce, fo it is with refped: to a feditious and 
djforderly city. When thfc capital is rent by faction, 
the fubordinate parts fuffer,of courfe,in proportion 
as they are tainted by evil example. Having; plun- 
dered all within their reach, thole robbers marched 
off with the booty into defcrts, joined in con- 
fpiracies,and gathered together in multitudeslittlc 
inferior to armies, Sufficient to deftrby cities, and 
Jay temples defolate. 

The (ufferers,as was very natural, availed theni- 
Selves of every opportunity to revenge themfelves 
upon their oppreflbrs: but that was rare, for thfc 
robberswere too dexterous and a £tive,and generally 
got off with their prey before the purfuers could 
reach them; fo that there was not a ipot in Jnd&a 
hat vl'hat partook of the calamity off the metro- 
polis. 

The fa<5fcion had guarded all the avenutsxvith thfc 
utmoft cautioft,fo that there was no ftrrrhig without 
imminent danger of life. But, nbtwithftandingall 
thfc vigiIance,deferterfcftoleaway with intelligence 
of the ftate of the city to Vefpafian, and to implore 
jhejcwi his relief, in the name of the miferable remainder of 
%L diftrefled citizens, as great numbers had loft their 
Kef. lives through their attachment to the Romans,and 
many more were at prefent in danger of perilhing 
by the fame fate. Vefpafian* in generous cbmpaffibn 
B t f"5;. forthe lamentable condition of an unhappy people, 

puts with # . i i j r r * 

their rc- advanced with his army nearer tire town ; hot, as 
fome imagined, to lay clofe fiegfe to it, But with a 
view of delivering them from any fieg'e at all, by 



tea ted. When they a _ 

no effc<fl; for they itood fo firm ahd clofe, that there 
was no breaking the body; and they lay upon fucha 
guard under their arms, that no lance or dart could 
touch them. Whereas the Jews, on tHe other hand, 
lay expofed to all forts of weapons, and to all man- 
ner of aflaults, till, in the end, in a fitbf defpairand 
brutal rage, they call themfelves, with theutmoft 
filry Upon the points of their enemies fwords, antl 
fo perifhed. Some were difperfed by the horfe; and 
trampled under foot. Placidiis made it his parti- 
cular c&re, as far as poflible, that none of the fugi- 
tives flioiild get back into the town. Ifahy of them 
attemptedit,heintfercfcpted thelri with hishorfe and 
forced them off ag&in. Thofe within reach were 
ilain with lances. Sortfe, however, fteeterand ftrob-i 
gerthan the reft, made their way to the very wall; 
fo that the watch were puzzled whom to admit, and 
whom to exclude, deemingit hard to open the gates, 
to the townfmen, attd refufe. entrance to thofe of 
Cadara. On the other hand,they were fearfuLleft, 

by opening to all indifferently, they might endanger 
thelpfs of the place, as had like to have been the 

cafe foon aft er;for theRoncians,havingpurftredfome 
of the fugitives Up to the wall, had very hear falleri 
into the town; but, with much difficulty, they ftiut 
the gates, and thereby prevented them. 

- * ■ . 1 • 

Placidiis, upon this^igoroufly aflaulted the place, 

infomuch that he made himfelf matter both of the 



reducing all the ftrono; holds about it. fo as to leave Wal j and thc v j, Jage Jn a ft w hbtjrs# The wrctched 
no obftacle to impede him m the prdfecutWn of hi* common pfcople,who had no means of defence, were 
defign. || a n to t jj e fvvdrd,; but the reft endeavoured to 

_ ^ f ■ ••«#■*■ n it faVethemfelvesbyflight,carryihgterroralongwith 

Whenhecame toGadara,thcricheft;andftr6ftg-eft thefn wherever they went. To Emfti the calamity, ThcRo . 

U — A T — ™ A WP*ww.^ II t heyfirft pillaged thfc hoiifes, and then laid the vil- 

lagfe in afhes. The ihifery of the inhabitants was brigand" 
greatinfa&, but much greater in report; for it was ^^ ia 
gitfctt but th&t thfc Whole Roriiaii army was coming 
toward them. This alafrria fo terrified the people, 
that they quitted their habitations, and retired in 
<*reatntimber$ to j£richo,being a garrifon well for- 
tifred,ahd,of cotirfe, the Jafeft retreat to which they 
could betake thehlfelves. Placidus,in the career of 
his^fuccefles, purfued them to the river Jordan, 
putting £o the fword all that Were taken on the 
way. 

When the fugitives came to the river fide,a great 



Eat?riGi- 

city beyond Jordan, and the metropolis of that pro 
vince, he entered the place on the fourth day of th6 
month Dyftrus, upon an invitation of fome of the 
leading men, by their deputies, to take them Under 
his protection. This they did to fave both their 
lives and eftates, being a very wealthy people. The 
oppofite party knew nothing of this embafly ; but 
fufpetflingit, when they found the Roman general 
drawingnearthc walls 7 they became greatly embar- 
rafTed. They were alfured it was utterly impoflible 
for the town to hold out againft fo many enemies, 
both within and without; the majority of the citi- 
zens being againft them, and the Roman army 
at hand. They had nothing to tru ft to but flight, 
which was a point that, inhonour, could not be re- 
folvedupon, without firft takingrevenge upon fome 
of the authors of their ruin. Upon this confidera- 
tion they apprehended Dolefus, the firft man of the 
city? both for rank and merit, caufed him to be'put 
todeath, and orderedthedeadbody to be fcourged, 
which being done, they went privately out of the 
town. 



Upon the nearer approach of the Romans towards 
the city, the inhabitants met Vefpafian on the way, 
and conducted him in with congratulatory accla- 
mations; and, befides the ceremony of oaths of alle- 
giance, and aflurances of that kind in fiixiilar cafes, 
they made it their own aft and deed to demolifli 
their own walls, as a farther fecurity of their good 
faith and peaceable intentions. Vefpafian, after this 



gave them a garrifon for their fafegiiardj and fent Jcd to t h c lake Afphaltitis. 



fall of rain had caufed fuch an overflow of the wa- 2 
ters,that there was no pa(fing,nor, as the cafe flood, 
any poflibility of getting away. In this cliiemma. 
they found themfelves under an abfoiute neceflity of 
coming to an adlion. The jews pofted themfelves 
along the bank of a river, which they made good for 
fome time; but when once they were broken, be- 
twixt thofe who were drowned, and thofe who Were 
(lain, the lofs could hardly be computed. It was '^ c s R ^ 
eftimated at fifteen thoufand killed on the fpot,and y«tr 
about two thoufand two hundred taken, befides a ^J^ 9 ^ 
mighty booty of flieep, camels, and oxen. This ?y booty/ 
was one of thegreatcft difafters that ever befel the 
Jews. The highways, where they marched, were 
all covered witji dead bodies; the river Jordan fo 
choaked with cartafes,that there wasno eroding it} 
and vaft niimbersfloated do wn feVeral channels that 



away Placidus, with 500 horfe and 3000 foot, after 
the fugitives, while he himfelf, with the reft of his 
troops, went back to Ca*farea. 

When the fugitives found themfelves purfued, 
and aparty of horfe behind them, they turned off 



■ 

?lacidus being now in the train of his good for- 
tune, reduced Abila, Julias, Befemoth, and other £ ir C on'** 
places as far as the lake, where he lettled garfifbns ^uerca. 
of the choiceft -fnen he could feleft from a'mongft 
thofe that came over to the Romans. His next care 



into a village, called Bethennabris, before the Ro- was to embark his foldiers,- and cleanfe the lake of 



mans could come up to them. Here they engaged a 
number of young men to join them, and with this 
party fallied out, and made adefperatc chargeupon 

Placidus, who gave way at the onfet; but it was only 

No. 35, 



all the fugitives that fled thither for refuge, info- 
much, that, by this time, the Romans were maftirs 
of all Perasa, as far asMacserus. 
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CHAP. IV. 



rent, if not contrary, qualities; the former bei 
fait and crude, without fifh; the other fwcet,kinc 



and fruitful. 



Gaul revolts. Vejpafian fortifies all the places kc had 
taken in Judaea. Defer ipt ion of the country about 



Jericho. Of the lakes of afphaltitis and Tiberias. || than at a diftance. 
EUJba's fountain. 



being 
dly 

The fu miner heats there are excel- 
five, the country being burnt up with them, and 
the air hot and fickly, without any refrefhment, but 
from the river Jordan, as appears from the palm 
trees, which thrive much better upon the banks 



I7RING thefe tranfa&ions in Judaea, advice 



was received that Gaul had revolted fromNero, 



K educes 
great n 
of JuJ*a. 



Vefpjfian T~\ 
receive? in- I 1 

telligcnce mM ^ . . _ t 

of com- and thatVindex, and feveral principal men or the 
GauT n,in country, abetted the male-contents. Veipafian, on 

this intelligence, profecuted the prefent war with 
more vigour, as it was probable that one revolt 
might be produ&ive of another, and the whole em- 
pire at lengthbe in danger from a civil war; where- 
as, if the troubles in the eaft were firft compofed, 
Italy would have the leJ(gto fear. But it being the 
winter feafon, all that could be done to it at pre- 
fent, was to place garrifbns in all the towns and ci- 
ties he had fubdued, and order fuch reparations as 
might be found needful. 

In the beginning of the fpring he marched, with 
the cjreateft part of his army , from Csefarea to Anti- 
patns, where he flayed two days to put things in 
order, and on the third day proceeded,layingall the 
neighbourhood wafte with fire and fword, from the 
borders of the toparchy of Thamna, and thence to 
Lydda and Jamnia. 

When he had peopled them with inhabitants from 
other towns, fuch as he though the mightbeft con- 
fide in, he advanced to Emmaus, and polTelling him- 
felf there of the paflage that leads to the capital 
city, pitched his camp, and ran a wall about it. 
Having; left the fifth legion there, he moved with 
the reft of his troops into the toparchy of Bethlep- 
ton, which he burnt and deftroyed, together with 
the neighbouring country, and - the borders of Idu- 
msca, laving only fome ftrong caftles, which he 
manned and fortified. Having taken two towns in 
the very midft of Idumsea, called Bethabri andCa- 
phartoba, he flew upwards of ten thoufand of the 
people, refervingnear a thoufand for flaves, drove 
out the reft* and left a confiderable part of his 
troops to fally out and commit outrages upon the 
-mountainous part of the country. 

He returned, after this, with the remainder of his 
army, toEmmaus, and paffing from thence to Sa- 
maria and Neapolis, (called, by the natives, Mabar- 
tha,) arrived, thefecondday of the month Defius, 
at Corea, where he encamped, and (hewed himfelf 
next day before Jericho. At this place he wasjoined 
by Trajan, one of his principal officers, with the 
troopsunderhis command, after the entire reduction 
of all the country beyond Jordan, But raoft of the 
inhabitants were withdrawn to the mountains over 
againft Jerufalem before the arrival of the Romans. 
A great pai % t, however, of thofe thatftayed behind, 
were put to the fword. 

Defcription Vefpafian found Jericho a defolate city. It is fitu- 

aniitsen- ate * n a plain, that is overlooked by a naked and bar- 
virons. ren mountain, and of fuch extent, that it reaches 

upon the north fide to the region of Scythopolis, on 
the fouth as far as Sodom, and the borders of the 
lake Afphaltitis, a country uninhabited by reafon of 
its barrennefs. Oppofite to this, and on the far- 
ther fide of the river Jordan, lies another mountain, 
which rifes at Julias towards the north, and ftretches 
fouthward up to Gomorrha, and fo borders upon 
Petra, a city of Arabia. There is alfo another 
mountain, which they call the Iron mountain, and 
runs out as far as the land of Moab. Betwixt thefe 
mountains lies a place called The Great Plain. It 
begins at Genabara, and ftretches out to the lake 
?Un Gr<Mt Afphaltitis. The length of it is two hundred and 
in ' thirty f urlongs,its breadth an hundred and twenty, 

and the river Jordan crofles the middle of it. 

There are two remarkable lakes, the one called 
Afphaltitis, the other Tiberias, but of very dilfe- 



Near Jericho there is a large and plentiful, foun- 
tain, which overflows all the grounds thereabouts, 
and takes its rife not far from an ancient city, the ' 
firft place that Jofhua, the fon of Nun, and fa- 
mous general of the Hebrews, gained from theCa- 
naanites by the fword. There goes a tradition that 
this fountain in time paft was fo dangerous, that it 
not only corrupted the fruits of the earth, as well 
grain as plants, but likewife caufed abortions in 
women, and tainted with a blading infe&ion what- 
ever it touched that was capable of fuch an impref- 
fion. It is further reported, that, from the days 6f 
the prophet Elifha, the illuftrious fucceflbr of Eli- 
jah, the waters of this fountaiirbecame not only in- 
nocent, but wholefome and nourifliing, and upon 
this occafion: Elifha havingbeen treated with great Hwfo'i 
hofpitality and refpe A by the people of Jerichp,he 
thought himfelf of fuch an acknowledgment, as" 21 - 
they themfelves, their country , and pofterity, might 
be the better for to time immemorial. The prophet 
upon this, went out to the fountain, and cauling an 
earthen vcfTel, full of fait, to be let down into the 
bottom of it, advanced his right hand towards 
heaven, and prefenting his oblations at the fide of 
it, Befought the Almighty, in hisgoodnefs, to cor- 
rect the waters, and to fweeten the veins that pafled 
from them ; to foften the air, and render it tempe- 
rate and fructifying; to beftow children, as well as 
fruit, upon the inhabitants in abundance; and never 
to withdraw thefe bleffings fo long as they conti- 
nued in their duty. Upon the offering up of this 
prayer, with all due form and ceremony, the qua- 
lity of the fountain was changed, and, inftead of 
fterility and famine, the waters now became an 
efficacious means of plenty andincreafe; infoniuch 
that the bare touching of the ground with them 
gives every thing a more favory relifti. Be fides, 
there is not another water in the country that runs 
through fuch a track of land. 

The country is feven furlongs in length, and 
twenty in breadth; abounding with curious gar-SfSs 
dens and thick groves, with palm trees along the ^ 
banks, of different kinds, names, and taftes. They ° 



Particular 



prefs out of fome of them great quantities of a 
fort of honey, not much inferior to other honey, 
which they have there alfo in plenty. Thereis great 
ftore of balfam, cyprefs, and myrobalanusr and it 
is undoubtedly a remarkable bleffing from heaven 
for a country to produce not only the choiccft of all 
the fruits of the earth, but the largeft and beft of 
the feveral forts. Nor are they lefs happy than other 
countries in the produdlion of other fruits, and in 
the improving of them, as well in growth as in vir- 
tue. This, I prefume, may be afcribed to fome pe- 
culiar property of the water, and to a certain kindly 
warmthin the air: the latter to draw out and diffufe 
the virtue of the fubjed: matter it has to work upon 
as in the difclofing of leaves, flowers, and the like. 
The other ferves to bind and confine the roots, and 
to fortify them, by increafing the fap, againft the 
parchingheats, which are fo exceflive, that nothing 
would fprout or bud without it. In. the extremity 
of thefe heats, they have likewife every morning 
fuchrefreflnngbreezes^thatthe very breath of them 
renders the water, that is drawn before fun-rife, cool 
and comfortable. In the winter it is warm and fa- 
lutary to bathe in. Such is the temperature of this 
climate, that even when the reft of Judsea is co- 
vered with fnow, the natives of this, place are 
cloathed in linen. It lies an hundred and fifty fur- 
longs from Jerufalem, andfixty from the river Jor- 
dan; and the whole country, betwixt it and Jeru- 
falem, is rock and defart. Thus much for the 
happy fituation and natural advantages of Jeri- 
cho. 
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CHAP- V. 



Extraordinary qualities of the lake of Afphaltitis. So- 
dom produces a fair fruit to the eye, that falls to ajhes 
upon the touch. 

THE nature of the lake of Afphaltitis is alfd 
worthy of defcription. It is bitter and un- 

uu fruitful, and fo light, that it bears up the heavieft 
Sufphai- things that are thrown into it. Vefpafian, having 
** heard of thcftrange qualities of this water, took a 

journey out of curiofity to fee it, and ordered feve- 
ral perfons, that could not fwim, to be thrown into 
it, with their hands tied behind them. They all 
rofe as if by means of a puff of wind, and floated 
on the furface of the water. This lake changes 
colour thrice a day, according to the various re- 
fractions of the light of the fun-beams upon iti 
There are alfo to be feen, in feveral parts of it, 
large lumps of a dark bituminous matter, not much 
unlike the bodies of bulls without heads. The na- 
tives draw them up in their boats ; but thefubftance 
of them is fo vifcous, and one part fo glued to ano- 
ther, that there is no getting the veflcl off again, 
but by^ diflblving the lumps, and feparating that 
part without the boat, from the other within, which 
is effected by moft extraordinary means. This 
bituminous matter is not onlyufed for caulking of 
Ihips, but as a medicine for the cure of many dis- 
orders. The length of the lake is five hundred and 
eighty furlongs, the breadth an hundred and fifty, 
and it reaches to Zoardin in Arabia. 

The lake of Afphaltitis borders upon the land of 
Sodom, once famous for the wealth of its inhabi- 

Ifsodbm tants ' anc * t ^ ie fruitfulnefs of its foil ; but it is 
om fince become totally defolate, having been deftroy- 

ed by a judgment of fire from heaven, for the abo- 
minations of the people. There are yet to be feen 
fome remains of five cities that perifhed in that 
conflagration ; and there are mock fruits to be feen 
to this day, fpringing out of the aflies, fair and love- 
ly to the eye, but diflblving into fmoke and afhes 
upon the touch ; fo that we have not only tradition, 

but occular teftimony of this hiftory. 



CHAP. VI. 



Vefpafian invefts Jerufalem. Gerara taken by fiorm. 
Vefpafian receives intelligence of the death of Nero, 
and, in confequence thereof, Jufpends his defign upon 
Jerufalem* 

Tefpafiin 
ftfolres to 

SS 1 * \ 7 LSPASIAN > being determined to inveft Jeru- 
cn ' V falem on every fide, raifed two forts at Jeri- 
cho and Adida, putting into each of them garrifons 
both of Roman and auxiliary troops. He then fent 
Lucius and Annius, with a body of horfe and foot, 
to Gerara, which he took by florm upon the firft 
attack. He caufed a thoufand young men to be 
flain, whom he intercepted in their flight, carried 

Jnnioi away whole families prifoners, and gave the foldi- 

mi. Qu ers t * ie pHlage, which done, he fet fire to the place, 

and fo went forwards. The men of power fled, the 
weaker part were deftroyed, and whatever they 
took they burnt. Nothing, infhort, efcaped them, 
neither mountains or vallies, places or people ; but 
all fuffered in the outrages of the war. Thofe who 
were fhut up in Jerufalem could not ftir ; the zea- 
lots keeping fo ftridt a watch upon thofe that were 
friends to the Romans ; and the town being; fo be- 
fet by the enemy, that the zealots durft not venture 
forth, through fear of falling into their hands. 

When Vefpafian was returned to Cnsfarea, and 
preparing to advance with his whole army againft 
tfptfan Jerufalem, he received intelligence of the death of 
JiigcnVe" Nero, who had now reigned thirteen years and eight 
ih C 0 f ^ a y s - * deem it needlefs for me to relate minutely 
sr 0 . and circumftantially the particulars of his hiftory, 

refpe&ing the difhonour he reflected on his charac- 



phidius and Tigilliniis, two infamous mifcreants, 
that attended on his pcrfon ; bis being betrayed by 
them, abandoned by his fen a tors and guards, and 
being forced to fly into the fiiburbs only with four 
of his freemen ; the death he inflicted upon him- 
felf ; the iifue of the war with the Gauls ; the fuc- 
ceflion of Galba to the empire, who, upon his com- 
ing out of Spain to Rome, was calumniated by the 
foldiers as a pufillanimous being, and afterwards 
flain in the middle of the great market-place ; the 
fucceflion of Otho, who marched with his army 
againft ViteUius ; the troubles of Vitellius 5 the 
combat before the capitol ; the defeat of the Ger- 
man troops, by Antonius Primus and Mucianus, 
who, having flain Vitellius, put an end to 'the civil 
war: thefe particulars I omit, as they have been ac- 
curately defcribed by feveral eminent hiftorians, 
both Greek and Latin, and contenting my fclf with 



m m 



narrative 



* 

Vefpafian, upon this intelligence, put a ftop, 'fct Vc f ? ^ 
firft, to his expedition againft Jef ufalefny rill'he fcfj?*ndt 
could learn how the government was difpofed ; bf hMc£gn 
after the death of Nero, and finding Galba ap- 
pointed tb the fucceflion, he deemed it imprudent 
to proceed without orders. Hereupon he fent his 
fon Titus to Galba, to congratulate his acceffiori 
to the empire, and to receive inflru&ions and com- 
mands as to his future condudt. King Agrippa ac- 
companied Titus on the commiflion : but, as they 
were upon their paffage near Achaia, they were 
informed of the death of Galba, who was flain af- 
ter a government of feven months and feven days ; 
as alfo of the fucceflion of Otho, who reigned three 
months. This revolution did not hinder Agrippa 
from proceeding to Rome ; but Titus, through an 
extraordinary impulfe, failed from Achaia into Sy- 
ria, and from thence very feafonably got back to 
his father atCcefarea. They were now both in fiif- 
penfc concerning the public affairs, the Roman em- 
pire being in fo flu&uating a condition. They 
fufpended their expedition againft the Jews ; nor 
was it a time to think of extending the empire, & 
when intcftine broils prevailed amongft thofe of 
their own country. 

CHAP. VII. 

Another war in Jerufalem. Simon commits ravages and 
depredations. Attempts the conquefi of Idumaea. En- 
counters the zealots, ^Eleazar, one of his party, fum- 
mons Herod ion, and the gar ri fon receives him. He is 
deteffed as the agent of Simon, and puts an end to his 
life Perfidy of James of Idumaea . Idumaea is taken 
without a firoke, and afterwards laid wafte. The 



dreadful 



* j - j A 

life, and though not fo dextrous and artful as John 



ON this revolution there broke out another war 
in Jerufalem. There was one Simon, the fon simonaa- 
of Gioras, by birth of Gerara, in the prime of *hor ot 

J ~ ' r fresh cahu 

_ mities to 

of Gifchala, who had already feized upon the city, thcjcwi. 
fuperior in bodily ftrength and refolution of mind- 
As he was found to be a perfon dangerous to the 
community, Ananus, the high prieft, drove him out 
of his government in the toparchy of Acrabatcna, 
and made him fly to the free-booters in Maflada for 
refuge. At firft they fufpedted him, and only per- * 
mitted him to come, with the women he brought 
with him, into the lower part of the fortrefs, while 
they dwelt in the upper part of it themfelves. 
Finding at length, his difpontion and manner cor- 
refpond with theirs, they repofed confidence in him, 
and appointed him head of a party upon an adven- 
ture, in pillaging and depopulating the country 
about Maflada. He endeavoured to infpire them 
with an ardour to attempt greater things, and 
feemed to affedl fovereignty ; but all his efforts * 
proved abortive, till the death of Ananus. 

Immediately upon the removal of this obftacle, His pro- 
he tookhis courfe into the mountainousparts of the Spoal^e 
country, and iffued out proclamations of liberty to ^*^ f of 
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all (laves, and rewards to all freemen who would 
enlift under his banner. This brought over to him 
a number of licentious rabble from all quarters; 
and as his power thereby augmented daily, he firffc 
ranfacked the villages that were lituated upon the 
hills, and then proceeded to the plains, rendering 
himfelf formidable to all the places through which 
he pafled. His party, in procefs of time, was not 
coinpofed merely of flaves and robbers ; for many 
men of power came over to his intereft, and the 
populace feenied to treat him with the refpecl and 
reverence due from a fubjedt to a prince. He then 
made feveral incurfions into the toparchy of Acra- 
batena, and the Greater Idumsea, where he made 
choice of Nain, a town he had himfelf walled in and 
fortified, for his retreat. In the valley called Pha- 
ran, he found many caverns ready for his purpofe, 
and others he enlarged, for granaries, ftores, ma- 
gazines, and, in a word, repofitories for the fruits 
of his rapine. From thefe preparations it was ge- 
nerally taken for granted that his main defign was 
upon Jerufalem. The zealots being of the fame 
opinion, and finding it dangerous to fuffer him to 
augment his ftrength daily, determined^ by one 
vigorous effort, to ftop the career of his ambition, 
before it was too late. Purfuant to this refolution, 



they advanced in a full body to charge him at the 
head of his troops. Simon met and encountered 



James, at thatinftant, difpatched mcflengcrsto 
Simon to conic off immediately, and by no means 
neglect fo fair an opportunity, all tiring him that 
ldumaea would be his own without ihedding a drop 
of blood. His a durance proved valid j for, upon 
the approach of the army, James was thefirftman 
that took horfe, and fled, together with thofe whom 
he had corrupted ; and this ftruckthe whole mul- 
titude with fuch a terror, that they difperfed feve* Simon 
ral ways ; and the whole army was difiblved with-f^ 1 .^ 
out coming to any action. °«afltoki 

Simon being now almoft miraculoufty poffefled 
of ldumaea without bloodihed, furprized the town 
of Hebron with corn init, and other booty of im* D 
menfe value. This city is of great antiquity $ not of £££ 
only as it refpe&s that province, but, if we may 
credit the natives, of more ancient date than Mem* 
phis inEgypt, being computed to be of 2,300 years 
Handing. They have a tradition that Abraham, 
the original father of the Jews, took up his habita- 
tion there upon his leaving Mefopotamia, and thdfe 
his pofterityremoved from thence intoEgypt,whert 
there are monuments of the moft excellent marble, 
with iufcriptions confirming the fame. Tbet-fei* 
alio to be feen, at the diftancc of fix furlongs frofti 



the place, a very large turpentine-tree, that, ac- 
cording to report, has remained there from the 
them with great valour, made a confiderableflaugh- If creation of the world. 



ter amongftthem, and put the reft to the rout 

But not thinkinghis forces yet adequate to an at- 
tempt upon Jerusalem, he chofe rather to begin 
Undertakes with the conqueft of Idumcea, and therefore mar- 
sacftof ched, at the head of twenty thoufand armed men, 
idumara. towards the borders of that country. Upon their 

appearance,the leadingmen, withgreat expedition, 
raifed a body of twenty-five thoufand choice troops, 
leaving a competent number to fecure the country 
from the ravages of the freebooters in MafTada. 
They then waited for Simon upon the borders, 
where, upon his advance, the two armies engaged, 
and the a&ion continued from morning till night, 
upon terms fo equal that the fuperiority could not 
*", c °e£ir be decided. It appeared, however, that both par- 
gatfemeiu ties had fuftained great lofs ; for Simon retired to 
enfues. Nain, and the Idumceans returned home. 

Not long after this, Simon took the field again, 
with a very confiderable reinforcement, and en- 
camping near the village of Thecue, fentEleazar, 
one of his affociates, with a fummonstothe gover- 
nor of Herodion, requiring him to deliver the caftle 
into his hands. The officers received him, at firft, 
with all tokens of military honour ; but, upon com- 
ing to underftand his commiffion, they all drew 
Death of up<m him in an inftant ; and Eleazar, finding itim- 
5bd"' f P°^k* e to make his efcape, leaped down the preci- 
timon? 0 pice from a wall, and was daftied to pieces. 

The Idumaeans were poffefled with fuch appre- 
henfions of the power and ambition of Simon, that 
they were not difpofed to contend with him again, 
till they were perfectly well informed of the ftate 
and ftrength of his army. James, one of their com- 
manders, very readily (but with a treacherous de- 
fign) took upon him the office of a fpy« Upon this 
commiffion he went away from Olivius, where the 
Idumcean armylay encamped,and thence proceeded 
fium«m * to s * mon » After fome difcourfe upon the bufinefs, 
betrays hia he entered into afolemn contract with him, to deli- 
country. veT up his country to him, upon condition of being 

treated, after the performance of it, as his firft mi- 
nifter and favourite ; and undertaking, in the next 
place, to affifthim in (ubjedling all Iduiraea. When 
Simon had gratified this treacherous inftrument 
with a fplendid entertainment, fair words, and large 
promifes, he returned to his own people, and mag- 
nified every particular, as to ftrength, conduit, 
number, and order, which made fuch an impreflion 
not only upon the ignorant multitude, but the very 
officers themfelves, that they came to a refolution 
not to difpute the point any longer by arms, but 
rather furrender themfelves to Simon, for fear of 
worfc confequen'ces. 



From this place Simon made his inroads through- 
out Idumasa ; not only ravaging the cities and vil- 
lages, but laying wafte the whole country , for, 
befides thofe that were completely armed> he had 
a train of 40,000 followers. The progrefs of this 
multitudinous throng was as deftruflive to the 
people as locufts are to the vegetable creatioti. 
They left every place defolate behind them, not 
was there to be feen the trace of any thing that 
contributed to human aliment. It was utterly im- 
poflible to find provifions for fuch an hoft, which, 
added to the natural ferocity of Simon, and the 
inveteracy of his rage againft theldumseans,aggra- 
vatcd that pinching want. In fine, from their burn- 
ing, demolishing, and devouring the fruits of the 
earth, or trampling them to duft, Simon's troops 
did not leave fo much even in a fruitful, well culti- 
vated country, as theleaftfign or memorial of what 
it had been formerly. 



Thefe rapacious proceedings of Simon could not 
fail to incenfe the zealots, though they durft not 
bring it to an open war, but contented themfelves 
with what they occafionally got by furprize. At *^"^ 
length a valuable acquiiition fell into their hands, uponsi- 
for they took Simon's wife prifoner, with feveral of aon'iwife 
her attendants, and carried her away to Jerufalem 
with as much joy and triumph as if it had been the 
hufband himfelf, making no doubt but he would lay 
down his arms, and enter into a compofition. But 
this violence upon the woman wrought, it feems,a 
contrary effedt upon the hufband, and, inftead of Htf {jcn- 
moving him to tendernefs and companion, enraged ragedatic 
him into the moft furious extravagance. 



Hehaftened immediately to the gates of Jerufa- 
lem, and there vented his fpleen upon all that fell Threaten! 
in his way, caufing men, women, and children, that &« 2ealow 
came out of the city upon any neceflary occafion, to 
be apprehended and fcourged to death, young and 
old, without diftinftion. He cut off the hands of 
manj-, and fent them into the city to aftonifh his 
enemies, and in order to make the people fall into a 
fedition, and defer t thofe who had been the authors 
of his wife's feizure. He alfo enjoined them to de- 
clare, u that Simon fwore, by the Great God of the 
Univerfe, that, unlefs they immediately reftored 
him his wife, he would force their walls, and inflict 
the like punifhment upon every creature, whether 
young or old, guilty or innocent. " Thefe menaces 
10 terrified not only the multitude, but the zealots ^ 
themfelves, that they fent ba ck his wife, and there- 
by fo far appeafed him, that he fufpended the con- wife, 
tinuance of his dreadful maflacres. 
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J'cfpafian meditates the ah folate conqueft of Judaea. 
Cere alls takes Cap harts ^ and lays Hebron in aJJjes. 



SEDITION and civil war prevailed now not only 
... throughout Judaea, but in Italy alfo. Galba 

the Korean [\ a \ n { n the mid A of the market-place at Rome, 

cn? C and Otho was declared his fucceflbr. Then ftarted 

up Vitellius, who, being* cle&ed emperor by the 
German legions, difputcd his title with him. They 
had twobattlcs near Betriacum, in Gaul. Otho gain- 
ed the advantage on the firft day, and Vitellius 
the next, under the command of his two generals, 
Valens and Cccinna. After much {laughter, Otho, 
when he heard of his defeat at Brixellum, flew him- 
felf, after a nominal reign of three months and two 
days. Upon this event, Otho's fbldiers went over 



to the party of Vitellius, who prefently marched P 3 / 3 ", ^,cft was originally erected by Or 
9W *v with his armv to Rome. relation of Izates, king of the Adiabenians 



ftfpafian 



away with his army to Rome 

Vefpafian, in the mean time, removed from Ca:fa- 
P*^ M rea, on the fifth day of the month Defius, with a 

tlelign of making an abfolute conqueft of Judrea, 
by reducing thofe places that yet ttood out. He 
went firft up the mountainous country, and made 
himfelf matter of the toparchies of Gophnis and 
Acrabatena, poflefling himfelf afterwards of the 
cities of Bethel and Ephraim, arid, when he had 
fettled garrifons in them, proceeded towards Jeru- 
salem, in his way to which he took captive and flew 
great numbers of Jews. 

Cerealis, one of his commanders in chief, in the 
che Ujucr mean time, with a body of horfe and foot, over-ran 

the Upper Idumcea; took and burnt the caftle of 
Caphetra,by the way ; and laid fiegetoCaph 



trout* In matters of rapine and pillage, their ava- 
rice was in fa liable. They fportcd with the lives of 
j men and the honour of women > and when they had 
fated themfelves with blood and oppreffion, they 
wallowed in the very (ink of brutality, gloried in 
the commillion of horrid and unnatural crimes, and 
polluted the whole city with impurities that decency 
forbids us to mention. At the fa me lime that they 
proceeded in thefe infamous practices, they conti- 
nued thcr bloody malfacrcs, and had their weapons 
conftantly ready to flay all thatoppofed them. He- 
tliat efcaped John fell into the hands of Simon, the 
molt inhuman monrter of the two; and thofe who 
got clear of the tyrant within the wall, were de- 
ftroyed by the other before the town ; fo that all 
the paflages were blocked up, and there was no 
pollibility of deferting to the Romans. 

At length the Idumasana, through envy of John's 
power, and deteltation of his horrid barbarities, re- 
volted from the tyrant, and made head againft him. 
An engagement enfued, and many of the zealots 
were llain upon thefpot : the reft fled into the royal 
palace, which was originally erected by Grapte, a 
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flxbng w r alled town, and fuppofed capable of mak- 
ing a good defence; but the inhabitants opened 
their gates, and furrendered themfelves to the af- 
failants. Having thus carried every thing before 
him, he went to Hebron, the antient town upon 
the mountains before mentioned, not far from Je- 
rufalem, which he attacked and carried on the firft 
aflault. He put the people to the fword, and facked 
and burnt the city. There were yet three caftles 
in the pofTeflion of the free-booters, HerodionMaf- 
fada, and Machasrus ; though nothing might be 
faid to be wanting to put a final period to this de- 
finitive war, but the conqueft of Jerufalem. 



CHAP. IX. 



Idumnsans prefled in with them, and forcing the. 
zealots into the temple, made themfelvss mafters of 
the whole of John's treafure, which was there de- 
pofited under the roof of his own habitation. Upon 
this, the zealots, that were difperfed throughout the 
town> gathered together, in order to join thofe of 
their clan that were got into the temple ; and Johu 
immediately prepared for a fally upon the Idu- 
mreans and the citizens. The latter were under no 
apprehenfion from the numbers of the oppofite par- 
ty, but fearful Ieaft they fliould privately fally out 
of the temple, and fet hre to the city* Upon this 
occafion they called a council, and deliberated with 
the high-prieft, what meafures they fliould purfue; 
But, as if Providence dcligned to infutuate their 
policy ^ they propofed a remedy worfe than the dif- 
eafe, andrefolvcd, amongft themfelves, to caft oft" 
John, and admit Simon, a fecond tyrant, into the 
city. The refolution accordingly palfed ; and Mat- 
thias, the high-prieft, was fent to invite Simon into 
town for the governor. Thofe alfo, who had been 
driven out of Jerufalem by the zealots, joined in. 
thisrequeft, from adefireof prcferving their houfes 
and effects. Simon arrogantly told them that their 
petition was granted; and entered the city amidft 
the acclamations of the populace, as their protect 
tor and deliverer. He had no fooner made his en- 
trance with his troops, than he attended to the fe- 
curity of his authority, as he looked upon thofe that 
invited him to be no lefs his enemies than thofe a- 
gainft whom the invitation was intended. 
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his party, being hindered from coming out of the 
temple, and having loft their power in tlie city, were 
in defpair of deliverance. Simon, with the afliftance Simon 

of the people, made an afTault upon the temple:but SrauU op. 
the affailants were fo galled with ftones, darts, and on the 
arrows,fromthegalleries and battlements overhead lcraplc * 
that they were repulfed with great lofs,fcveral (lain 
others carried off wounded; fo that,upon the whole 
they were fatally difappointedj the zealots having 
the advantage of (ituation, where the weapons of 



'mon avenges the feizure of his wife upon the Idu- 
maeans. Infamous principals and practices of the zea- 
lots. The Idumaeans revolt^ rout the zealots^ purfue 
them to the palace, and thence to the temple, ji re- 
folution formed to admit Simon into the city^ which he 
enters amidft the acclamations of the people^ An aj- 
fault upon the temple. 

S foonas Simon had recovered his wife from the 
zealots, he turned his rage upon the remainder 
of the Idumceans, and driving them before him 
from all quarters, divers of them, in a fit of de- 
fpair, fled to Jerufalem for fan&uary . He purfued 
them to the very foot of the wall, putting to death 
all that came within his reach ; fo that Simon, with 
out the wall, was a greater terror to the people than 
theRomansthemfelves; andthezealots within were 
more injurious to them than both. Thev fecm to 
have imbibed thefe principles from the Galileans, 
who improved them in the arts of wicked nefs, by 
inftrud:ion, encouragement, and example. John 
of Giichaia, having been advanced by them, made 
them a liii table requital from the authority he had 
obtained, by permitting them to live in the moft li- 
centious manner, without the leaft degree of con- 11 from the weapons of thcadv«rfe party. 



their opponents could not reach them. They had, 
betides, four large towers, of their own eredling,to 
annoy the enemy from above: one to theeaftward, 
another to the north, a third upon a gallery at the 
corner over againft the lower town, and a fourth 
upon the top of what they call the " Paftophoria;" 
a place where one of the priefts ftood to make pro- 
clamation, by found of trumpet, when the fabbath 
began, and when it ended, that the people might 
know when to leave off work, and when to return 

Thearchers and (lingers wcrepofted 
upon thefe towers, with all their engines and mili- 
tary implements. Simon, however, perfevered in 
his oppofition^dependingonhis iuperiority in poii»t 
of numbers, though he fuftained very great lofs 
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Vitelline makes the whole city of Rome his camp* Vcf- 
jpa/ian is alarmed at his promotion to the empire. The 
foldiers are difgnficd from the jame caufe. The officers 
inveigh againft Vitellius and his party ^ to the honour 
of Vefpafian and Titus. Salute Vefpafian as em- 
peror. He accepts the empire with rcluftance. 

IN the m id ft of thefe inteftine broils in Jerufalem, 
Rome was rent by civil diflentions. Vitellius 
came out of Germany with a prodigious multitude 
of foreign troops ; ami, as the departments allotted 
for the foldiers could not contain them, was under 
aneceflity of quartering many of them in private 
houfes. The fparkling of the ore they had taken 
from their enemies, was fuch an attraction to thofe 
who had not been accuftomed to it, as to excite a 
defire of pilfering or taking it by force. Such was 
the ftate of Italy at that time. 

Upon Vefpafian's return to Caefarea, after laying 
wafte all about Jerufalem, he received intelligence 
of Orange tumults that prevailed in Rome, and that 
Vitellius had been declared emperor. Though Vef- 
palian was a man of order and decipline? and as 
ready to obey as he was able to govern, he could 
not but be difgufted at the Idea of fubjeftion to a 
man who had feized upon the empire, without one 
ycfjiafinn requifite qualification. This ftrange turn of affairs 
aVlhcj^p- affected him fo much, that he could not attend any 
motion of foreign wars at a time when his country laboured 
Vudims. unc j er f uc jj calamities at home. But ashisindig;- 

nation fpurred him to revenge on the one hand, fo 
the difficulties of fo long a journey, in order to the 
execution of it, cfpecially in the winter feafon, re- 
trained him on the other : befides, many mifchiefs 
might happen before he could reach Italy. 

While this was in agitation, the officers and fol- 
diers formed cabals and parties, and confulted 
about a change in public affairs. The prevailing 
opinion was as follows : 
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4< That there were foldiers at Rome fo effeminate 
and delicate, that the noife and clangor of war 
would terrify them : That fuch creatures, truly, 
were well qualified to difpofe of empires,or rather 
cc to fell them to the beft bidder : That after the fa- 
c4 tigue and labour of a life worn out in fervice, 
cc they would never fubmit to an emperor of their 
u choofing, while they had among themfelves one 
cc much more worthy of governing : That if they 
ci loft the prefent opportunity of exprefling their 
ct gratitude for the favours fo generoufly confer- 
cc red upon them by Vefpafian, it was probable 
cc the like would never return : That Vefpafian 
cC was in himfelf as much feperior to Vitellius, with 
4C refpeA to qualification for an emperor, as they 
c< were themfelves, inpointof choice, to thofe who 
" made him one : That they had run as many 
44 hazards, and borne as great a part in the war, 
cC as the German legion, that brought theufurper 
4< into the metropolis, and were as well fkilled in 
44 military difcipline as they were : That, as to 
4t Vefpafian, there could be no poffiblc competi- 
4C tion ; for the people and fenate of Rome would 
44 never bear fo licentious an emperor as Vitellius, 
t4 when compared with a character fo eminent for 
4< moderation and temperance as Vefpafian : That 
u it could not be expedfced, his fon Titus, though 
41 a prince of extraordinary virtues, fhould be 
<c chofen in preference to his father ; but that, 
44 however, if either maturity of experience, or 
4t vigour of youth, might be allowed a title to 
44 choice, they had the one in Vefpafian, the other 
44 in Titus, with all the advantages that attend 
<4 vvifdomand refolution : That it was farther, to 
44 be confidered, that, in electing the admirable fa- 
44 therof fo incomparable a fon, the three impe- 
4C rial legions and auxiliaries would be ftrengthened 
u by the*- whole power of the caft: That part of 
46 Europe, tliat lies out of the reach of Vitellius, 
44 an J all the intercft that the friends of Vefpafian, 
44 his brother, and his fon, (Domitian,) could make 



" in Italy, (the one being pnsfect of Rome, a 
4< charge cf great influence, and the other as po- 
44 pular,) and the flower of" the nobility, would 
44 cfpoufe him in the fame caufe: and that, finally 
44 if they delayed in this point, the fenate might 
44 chufe an emperor who might be obnoxious to the 
"foldiers." 

This was the topic of difcourfe am on git the fol- The foi. 
dicry in their fevcral companies ;and theirconfidence dier, &ia a 
increafing with their numbers, they came unani- Spew? 
moufly to the point,and declared Vefpafian emperor 
requeuing him, at the fame time, to take the totter- 
ing ftate under his protection. Notw ithftanding he 
might ftillbe faid to have been the fupport of the 
empire a long time, he wifbed to decline the title of 
emperor; nay, abfolutcly refufed it; proteftingthat 
he had much rather fpend the remainder of his davs 
in the freedom of a private life, than amongfl the 
fnares and difficulties of a more illuftrious ftation. 
The more he refufed, the more prefling were the of- 
ficers for his acceptance; till at length, upon perfe- 
verance in denial, they came up to him with jheir 
drawn fwords, and threatened tokill him, unlefsheKeaccf rt , t 
would fubmit to accept of thehonour hedefcrved;^^ 
fo that, after much reluctance, when he found they imperial 

would not be denied, he yielded to their impor- dl8w,y< 
tunity. 



CHAP. XI. 



I Vefpafian is urged to proceed againft Vitellius y but de- 
clines it) and propofes to begin with Alexandria. Dt- 
fcription of Egypt , and the port of Alexandria^ with 
the Tower of Pharos. Tiberius Alexander joins Vef 
pafian. 

T 7ESPASIAN was no fooner advanced to the 
V empire, than Mucianus, and the reft of the 
officers who invited him to the government, were 
unanimous for his marching againft Vitellius. But 
Vefpafian thought it more expedient to begin with 
Alexandria. Egypt being one of the moft con- 
fiderable fpots with refpeft to the corn it produces, 
if he could but reduce that country, he was in 
hopes that Rome itfelf would rather dethrone Vi- 
{ tellius. than run the hazard of famine, which muft 
inevitably be the cafe without relief from Egypt. 
He alfo delired a reinforcement of two legions that 
lay at Alexandria. He likewife confidered with him- 
felf, that he fhould than have that country as a de- 
fence afi-ainft the uncertainty of fortune. 



Egypt is hard to be entered by land, and has no 
good port towards the fea. It is bounded on theDcrcripcn 
weft by the parching country of Libya; on the ofEgJP * 
fouth, Syene divides it from Ethiopia, and the im- 
pafiable cataradts of the river INile; ontheeaft, the 
Red Sea ferves it for a rampart, as far as the city 
Coptos; and on the north, it ftretches out as far as 
Syria, and that which they call the Egyptian Sea. 
The coaft throughout has no havens for (hips ; 
fo that nature feems to have provided for the fecu- 
rity of Egypt in the very fituation of it. Its length, 
from Pelufium to Syene is computed at two thou- 
sand furlongs;and the paffageby fea, from Plinthine 
to Pelufium,is three thoufand fixhundred furlongs. 
The Nile is navigable as far as Elephantine, beyond 
which there is no pafilngfor the catara&s. 

Alexandria, in the faireft weather, is a dangerous thehavea 
port, the entrance being very narrow; and the rocks 
fo fcattered up and down in (hallow water, that it 
requires the utmoft fkillin the pilot to fteer with- 
out accident. On the left hand it is encompaffed 
with a dyke; and on the right lies the ifle of Pharos, 
which has been fo celebrated for a famous land- J *™* ou 
mark. The light of it is feen three hundred fur- 
longs out at fea, and ferves as anunerringguide to 
mariners. About this ifland there are great piers, 
againft which, when the fea dailies, and its waves 
ore broken, thepaflage isrendered very dangerous. 
But the haven, when once entered, is very fafe. The 
length of it is thirty furlongs; and it is furnifhed 
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with convenient ftorc-houfcs both for the importa- it his freedom, but every token of honour and refpeft, 
lion and exportation of all manner of commodi- j as a teftimony of his integrity, 

ties. 



With great propriety, therefore, did Vefpafian 
v . • &n deiire the acquifition of Alexandria, in order to 
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.ifi«a. crs, to take upon him the burthen of government, 

he could not do better than reqtieft the favour of 
Jus afliftancc and advice in the adminiftratiou. 
Alexander had no fooner read the letter, than he 
readily obliged the legions and the people to take 
the oath of allegiance toVefpafian, which they did 
willi theutmoft franknels and alacrity, being well 
convinced of his diftinguifhed virtue and valour. 
Alexander, in the mean time, made a juil and ge- 
nerous ufe of the power that was given him for the 
fervice of the public, and applied himfelf to the 
making of every neceflary preparation for the re- 
ception of the new emperor. 



Vefpafian haves Bcrytns, goes to Rome, and fends Mil* 
cianui, with a great army, into Italy. The party of 
Viteliiux go over to Vefpafian at the inflance of Cecin* 
na. They afterwards defert^ and feize Cecimta as a 
traitor. An encounter between Anthony and Vitellius y 
in which the latter is worfted, and, flying towards 
Cremona * totally routed. Cecinna is dij charged, and 
fent to Vefpafian with the news of the victory. The 
cdpitol feized by Sabinus. Vitellius is ignominioufly 
expo fed, and /tabbed to death in the midft of the city. 
Popularity of Vefpafian. 



w 



CHAP. XII. 



inro 



General joy on the advancement of Vefpafian to the 
imperial dignity. He calls to mind the omens that 
forefbewed the fame, and particularly the prediction 
0? Jofephus 9 whom he fcts at liberty, and treats with 
refpeSi and honour. 

j^AME fpread the report over the eaft that Vef- 
pafian was emperor more fuddenly than could 




HEN Vefpafian had given an (Wei's to the arii- 
balfadors, and properly difpofed of the offi- 
ces under government, he declined his intention of 
going to Alexandria, and proceeded for Rome, Vcf 
where affairs were greatly difordered by Vitellius. fends Jiu- 
HefentMucianus overland into Italy with an army jj™™ 
of horfe and foot, by the way of Cappadocia and 
Phrygia ; for he durft not venture his troops upon 
a winter fea. 

, Antonius Primus, governor of Myfia, with the Anionics 
third legion, that lay in that province, was greatly ^"jj*, 
defirous of coming to an encounter with Vitellius, againft v£- 
who, on the other hand, fent Cecinna, at the head tdliu * 4 
of aftrongarmy, to oppofe him. As he was upon 
his march, he met Anthony upon the borders of 



have been imagined ; fo that every city kept fefti- Italy, not far from Cremona, where, after he had 



vals, and celebrated facrifices and oblations upon 

Wufanf au *P lc * ous event. The legions that were quar- 
jiwuni. tercdin Myfia and Panonia, and had lately taken 
af-l.w U P arms againft Vitellius for his tyrannical conduft, 
"~ ' readily took the oath of allegiance to Vefpafian on 
his acceflion to the empire. 

Upon his removal from Ccefarea to Bery tus, am- 
ballkdors from Syria, and other provinces, prefent- 
ed hi in with congratulatory addrelTes. Mucianus, 
in particular, aflured him, with what joy the people 
received the news of his advancement, and with 
what alacrity they had profefTed an inviolable at- 
tachment to him. 



todiS ton 
cfjofephu 



Vefpafian fucceeding in his undertakings to his 

Ft/iuSsn utm °ft wifli, began to confider that he had not ar- 
^ribeshis rived to the fammit of human grandeur without the 
ijritoJJinterpofition of Divine Providence. He alfo called 
to »nludfeveral prophetical hints and tokens he had 
obferved in the courfe of his life, all tending to one 
and the fame point. But he was more fenfibly im- 
prefled with a prediction of Jofcphus, who ventur- 
ed to foretell his advancement to the empire in the 
very life-time of Nero. This produced fuch a 
concern for his imprifonment, that, calling for 
Mucianus, and feveral of his friends and officers, 
he took occafion to mention the bravery of Jofe- 
phus, in the inftance of the fiege of Jotapata, and 
then related the prediction he at that time fufpec- 
ted to be fi&itious, and fuggefted by apprehenfion 
and perfonal danger, but had now been demon*- 
ftrated to be of Divine origin. From thefe circum- 
ftances he concluded, that fc< it wasfliameful in him 
to fuffer the man who had foretold his coming to 
the empire, and been the means of conveying to 
him a Divine meflage, to be retained in the. abjeft 
ftateof a prifoner 5" and therefore caufed Jofephus 
to be fent for, and fet at liberty. This inftance of 
generolity in Vefpafian towards a ftranger, afford- 
ed his officers a moft pleafingprofpedt of his future 
adminiftration, as conducive to the intereft and ho- 
nour of the empire. Titus, however, being then 
pre fent, re pre fen ted to his father, that the fcandal 
ihould be taken from Jofephus, together with his 
iron chain ; as barely to loofe his bonds, without 
cutting them to pieces, would not be a fuificient 
reparation for the injury he had fuftained. Vefpa- 
fian approved the obfervation, and ordered the 
chain to be deftroyed. Jofephus not only obtained 



obferved the numbers, the order, and difcipline of 
the enemy, he thought it moft prudent to decline 
coming to an engagement. In this dilemma he 
called his centurions, tribunes, and, in fadt, all his 
officers together, and took that opportunity to def- 
cant upon Vefpa fian and Vitellius, derogating from 
the merit of the one, and extolling that of the 
other, with a defign to draw the party of Vitellius 
over to Vefpafian. He then obferved to them, that 
the former had but the name of an emperor, the pcSct 
other the right and authority, as well as the true ^yj*|JJJ 
ftamp of an imperial character in his very perfon ; to go'ovcr 
that it was therefore better for them to prevent r f ° n Vcfp3 " 
mifchief, and obtain favours and, as there was 
every reafon to fuppofe they would be overcome in 
battle, avoid the danger, and go over willingly to 
Anthony; and, laftly, that Vefpafian was able of 
himfelf to fubdue thofe who had not yet fubmitted 
without their affiftance, while Vitellius was not 
able to protedl himfelf, nor any party that adhered 
to him* 

Cecinna, by thefe means, gained his point, and 
brought the foldiers over to Anthony ; but the next 
night, through repentance for whUt they had 
done, and fear of punifliment, if Vitellius fhould 
get the better, they came in a rage, with their 
fwords drawn, up to Cecinna, to kill him, which 



They ile- 



cf ?afian 
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they would certaiply have done, if the tribunes had fm. 
not interpofed in his behalf. Though they fpared 
his life, they kept him in chains, and fent him 
bound to Vitellius as a traitor. 

When Anthony heard of this, he commanded out 
aparty to fall upon them asdeferters. They made a 
fhortftand, but, after the firft fhock, gave ground, 
and took their flight towards Cremona. Anthony, 
with his horfe, cut off their entrance into the city, Arctm.iM f 
and encompaffingthem, Hew greatnumbers on the An'thon'/. 
fpot, and gave the foldiers the pillage. There pe- 
rifhed promifcuoufly^in this ravage, foreign mer- 
chants^ weR as inhabitants, in abundance, together 

with the whole army of Vitellius, to the number 

of thirty thoufand two hundred men. There fell 

of thofe whom 'Anthony brought out of Myfia, no 

more than four thoufand five hundred. He then 

fet Cecinna at liberty? and fent him to Vefpafian Cednna^ 

with the news of the vidtory, where he wasreceived ^r^anl 

withffreatandiuicxpeftedhonours,tobalancethedif- hono . Ufa , b! y 

. . 1 • » «• 1 • 1 1 • n. received, 

grace he had incurred for his treachery to his malter. 
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tJpon the news that Anthony was approaching 
Rome, Sabinus, the brother of Vefpalian, took 
courage, and drawing together the city guards, 
feized upon the capitol in the night. Great num- 
bers of perfons of rank came in to him next day, 
and amongftthe reft his nephew Domitian, who 
had a greathandin the glory of thatadtion. Vitel- 
lius was not fo much incenfed againft Anthony as 
againft Sabinus, and thofe who joined with him in 
the revolt; but, beingnaturally ferocious and cruel, 
cfpecially towards fuchas were of noble extraction, 
hefent a body of his own troops againft the capitol, 
who, as well as thofe in the temple, gave fignal 
proofs of valour. At length the Germans, being 
too numerous for their adverfarics, got the hill in 
their pofleflion. Domitian, and fcveralof the prin- 
cipal Romans, efcaped by a miracle j but Sabinus 
was brought to Vitellius, who ordered him im- 
mediately to be flain . The foldier s plundered the 
temple of its ornaments and utenfils, and then fet 
it on fire. 

The next day Anthony came up with his army, 
and being met by Vitellius, they engaged in 
three feveral places, till the army of Vitellius was 
totally deftroyed. Vitellius then came out of his 
palace, wallowing in gluttony and drunkennels, 
where he was taken up, and dragged through the 
ftreet, vilified with every kind of fcurrility, and, in 
the end, (tabbed to deach in the mid ft of the city. 
He had now reigned eight months and five days ; 
and fuch was his profusion, that it was fuppofed, if 
he had lived longer, the revenue of the empire would 
not have been adequate to the charge of his luxury. 
This action happened on the third day of the month 
Apelleus, in which it is computed that fifty thou- 
fond men were flain, over and above thofe already 
mentioned. 

Mucianus, the following day, entered Rome with 

his army; and, having re (trained the fury of An- 
thony's foldiers, who were flaying all before them, 
whether guilty or innocent, pointed out to the peo- 
ple the expediency of choofing Domitian for their 
governor, till his father fliould arrive. But the peo- 
ple, being freed from every difagreeableapprehen- 



lion, would hear of no other governor than Vefoa- 
fian, whom they extolled to the Ikies, celebrating a 
double feftival ; one for the blcfling of the acceflion 
of Vcfpalian to the empire, and the other for their 
deliverance from the tyranny of Vitellius. 

CHAP. XIV. 

V tfpajian is congratulated from all quarters at JllcxaK- 
dria . Sends Titus towards Jemfalcm. His jevcral 
fiations in the ccurfe of his progrefs. 

HEN Vefpaiian arrived at Alexandria, he T^fiaa 
not only received the agreeable news of what SiSjf 
had paired at Rome, but congratulatory addreiTes lro »*« 
from all quarters, upon his advancement to the ini- qwneri * 
perial dignity. Though Alexandria was deemed 
the largeft city in the world, Rome excepted, it 
proved too fmall to contain the multitude that re- 
forted thither upon that occaflon. The ftate of af- 
fairs at Rome being now fettled and fecured, the 
people quiet and eafy beyond all exped:ation,and the 
winter feafon patted, Vefpafian turned his thoughts 
towards fubduing the remainder of Judaea, and 
preparing for his journey to the feat of his em- 
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led: part of his army, upon an expedition againft Jc-lJS? 
rufalem. Titus went as far as Nicopolis by land, ' * 
which is twenty furlongs distance from Alexandria, 
and then embarked his troops, pafled down the 
Nile, along the banks of the Mendefian Canton, to 
the city of Thumis, and went on fhore at a fmall 
town, called Tanis. From thence he proceeded to 
Heracleopolis, and fo toPelufium, where he flayed 
two days to refrefh his troops, and then marched 
away acrofs the defert, and encamped near the tem- 
ple of Jupiter Caflius. 

The next day he went to Cftracine, a place fo ex- 
tremely dry, that the inhabitants have no water,but 
what they fetch from other places. His next {ra- 
tion was atRhinocorura, where he flayed awhile,and' 
then went on to Raphiu, the first city upon the bor- 
ders of Syria; thence to Gaza, thence to Aflcalon, 
fo to Jamnia and Joppa, and lailly to Crefarea, in 
order to strengthen himfelf by reinforcements. 
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CHAP. I. 



Eleazar begins the 



lire: fee 



1 threefold [edition in Jerufalem. 
breach by fetting up the zealots againfl the people. 
John of Gifchala and Eleazar contend for power. As 
do afterwards John and Simon, A terrible Jlattghter 
in the tern pie. The deplorable ft ate of Jerufalem. 
March and order of the army of Titus. 



HEN Titus had marched over the de- 
fart) which liesbetween Egypt and Sy- 
ria, in the manner before mentioned, 
he at laft came toCasfarea, with a re- 



futation to draw his troops together, and form his 
army. But while he was affifting his father Vefpa- 



fian. at Alexandria, in fettling the adminiftration of 
the empire which Providence had put into their 
hands* the {edition at Jerufalem was revived, and 
•the factious fplit into three parties, each faction 
contending with the other. With refpeft to the 
fa&ion of the zealots, which may be deemed the 
lead "nig caufe of the deftru&ion of the city, we 

hnve ' ~ 
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defcribed its rife and progrefs. It was, in 
faft, one fedition originating from another, and 
rcfembled the fury of a wild beaft, that, for want 
of prey, fatiates its ravenous appetite by devour- 
ing, us it were, its very felf. 

Eleazar, the fon of Simon, wasthefirft who began 
the fcparation in the temple, by letting the zealots 
againlt the people,uponapretenceofindignationat 
the iufoient attempts, of John of Gifchala, while 
himfelf was guilty of the fame enormities. But 
the fail was, that the former tyrant could not fub- 
mit to the tyrant that came after him; and being 
defirous of gaining the entire power and dominion 
to himfelf, revolted from John, and took to his af- 
nftance Judas, the fon of Chelcias, Simon, the 
fon of Ezron, and Hezekiah, the fon of Chobar, all 
men of rank and eminence, and each of them fol- 
lowed by a great party of the zealots. This party 
took pofiefuon of the inner temple, and placed 
guards on the facred porches and doors, in confi- 
dence that the provifions of the 
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the place > from the 



multitude of daily oblations, would fupply them 
with all neceffaries, and making no difference be- 
twixt things facred and prophanc. 

Being thus polled, the only thing they feared 
was want of men for the execution of any confide- 
rable dclign. John was much the ftronger of the 
two ; but what Eleazar wanted in number, was 
abundantly made good by the advantage of the 
place, for he had his enemy under him. John could 
not attempt any thing without lofs j lb that through 
fear of a rafh action on the one hand, and impati- 
ence of inactivity on the other, he was greatly em- _ 
barraiied. Ambition, however, at length prevail- tweenjohn 
ed over difcrction : he made feveral attacks, with aaditfeatar. 
darts and other weapons, till the temple was pol- 
luted with the gore of dead bodies. 

On the other fide, the tyrant Simon , the fon of Go- j^'ani 
rias, whom the people, in their diftrefs, had invited simo<t. 
and entertained as theirgovernorandprotector,hav- 
ing in his poileffion the upper town, and a great part 



of the lower, made a vigorous affault upon John 
andhis party, feeing how he was preffed from above 
by Eleazar, John had the fame advantage over 
Simon that Eleazar had over him 3 fothat, in fad, he 
had a double conteft to maintain ; and his efforts 
proved as powerful with the one as ineffectual with 
the other ; for, in proportion as Eleazar was too hard 
for John, whom he had under him, fo was John too 
hard for Simon, who was before him. He had little 
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or no difficulty in repellingthe attacks frombeneath; 
but was obliged to repel thofe from above by the 
engines of war, while thefe engines did execution 
not only upon the people in arms, but on thofe who 
came cut of devotion to worfliip. Jt muft be ac- 
knowledged that thefe mifcreants, even in the out- 
rages of their impieties, gave admittance to all who 
offered themfelves on religious pretences, although 
the Jews were more liable to examination, Not- 
withftanding, ftrangers, that were fo happy as to ef- 
cape the effects of a military fury, frequently fell 
through cafualty and mifchance, being cut off by 
ftonesandlances,thatreachedthcveryaltar:nay,the 
pricfts themfelves, in the exercife of their holy func- 
tion, fell victims, together with a multitude of per~ 
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Tons aflembled for Divine worlhip. The altar, by 
JtoS^thefc means, was defiled with the blood not only of 
iu«»htcr! the Greeks, but even the wiklcft barbarians, who 

had the greatcft veneration for the rites of our holy 
religion. The dead bodies of Arrangers and of na- 
tives, perfuns holy and prophane, w ere promifcu- 
oufly confounded, and their gore ftreamed in one 



th- cah»«n! 
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They meditated mifchief again ft thctaielves j and 
when they had refolved upon any thing, they exe- 
cuted it without mercy, nor omitted any inftance of 
torment or barbarity. John even perverted to pro* 
phane ufes thefacred materials that were fet apart 
for the fcrvice of the holy temple. 

The people and the priefts had formerly deter- 
mined to raile the temple twenty cubits highcr.and 
'O wretched city! The fire and fword of the carry up anarch to fupport the work. To this end 
.Romans, which entered by lorce,and purged it from kino; Agrippa, at incredible charge and labou~' 

brought rrommount Libanus certain curious pieces 
of timber, both for length and fizc ; but the war 
breaking out, interrupted the de/ign. John, having 
occafion for the materials, had the trees cut outinto 
length* for his own proper ufe,and then framed into 



common flow. 



houfc, ajnft punilhmcnt for its mole impious pro- turrets for his fecurity and defence againltEleazar 
vocations. But yet it is not impojhble, but that Thev were raifed alone- the wall to the weftwar/ 



the pollutions of faction andapoftacy, with all the 
dcfolation that enfued thereupon, coiild not be com- 
pared with its prefent deplorable Itate. It was now 
no longer the rcfidence of the Molt High, being 
converted by civil broils into u common charnel- 

t_ ..n. ; 1 1 . z n : : 

that 

unfeigned repentance might appeafe the iucenfed 
jultice of a righteous God, that infli&ed this heavy, 
but deferved* judgment. " But here let nieftop,and 
reftrain thofe pallions which I feel as a private indi- 
vidual* while I proceed to relate the confequences 
of this horrid outrage. 

As before obferved, Jerufalem was divided into 
The rnjte three factions Elcazar and his party, who had the 

or 5iic ftic** • 

lions a- charge of the fir It : fruits and oblations, became iu- 
l»ainft«ch toxicated.aud fell upon Tohn. Tohn Tallied out upon 

Simon, and the people that alhited him withprovi- 

iionsagainlt himfclf andEleazar. When John hap- 
pened to be attacked, at the fame time, by Eleazar 

and Simon, hedivided his forces, and held thofe in 

play that alfuulted him on the city fide with ftones 

and arrows from his engines. If at any time he 

had a little refpite from thofe above him, he was at 

liberty to make ftronger fall ies upon Simon and his 

accomplices; and, as he drove him farther into the _ 

town, he burnt all before him, whether magazines tofore,and a great number of Syrians. The detach- 



They were raifed along the wall to the weftward, 
over againft the great hall, as the only place capable 
of fuch a ftru&ure, as there were fo many ftair- 
cafes in the way. John flattered him (elf that this 
impious contrivance would have laid his enemies at 
his feet; but Providence difappointed him, by 
bringing the Romans in upon him before he could 
perfeA the work. 

When Titus had collected part of his forces, and 
ordered the remainder to meet him at Jerufalem,he mtlui 
went to Csefarea, where he had with him, befides X £{W 
the three le.gions which had formerly made fuch° ^ 
havock in Judea under his father, the twelfth le- 
gion alfo. They were animated by a defire of re- 
venge for the dilaftrous encounter they had under 
Ceftius. He ordered the fifth legion to meet him by 
way of Emmaus, and the tenth by Jericho; while 
he himfelf inarched with the relt, in conjun&ion 
with a body of royal auxiliaries, larger than here- 



or granaries, and, in fadl, whatever came in his way 
Upon his retreat, Simon followed him, and adted 
the fame deftru&ive part as John had done before. 
Such, in a word, were their malevolent efforts,that 



ments that were fent by Vefpa(ian,underMucianus, 
into italy, out of the four legions, he made good 
out of aooo choice men of the Alexandrian army 
that he brought along with him, and 3000 men that 



they feemed to have been aduatedby a moftdiabo- || ^ A^l^ ?l? r ° ™^ ^ ,? U 5?! r a V\ S _"_ . .? £ i S ? C ^.^i 61111 
Ileal fpirit, as if they had entered into a con/piracy 



for betraying Jerufalem to the Romans, by putting- 
it out of a condition of defence, in deftroying all 
that wasnecelfiiry topreferve it. Accordingly, all 
places about the temple were burnt down, the city 
was turned into a deicrt by the very natives, and in- 
termediate /paces were opened by themfor /bedding 

the blood of each other. The provifion of corn, and 
othcrnecc/laricsj/iiiiicienttohavc maintained a/iege 
for f everal years, was almolt confumed, which led 
inevitably to a famine, and the deftrudtion of the 
citv, which they brought upon themfelves. 

fernfulem now, betwixt the fadlion within the 

Thehmcn-* 0xVn i anc ^ r ' ie allailants without, was like a great 
tabic caU- body rent afunder. The aged and the women were 

jerufalem. io diltreiled by their internal calamities, that they 

prayed for the fuccefs of their very enemies the Ro- 
mans, and for a foreign war in exchange for a civil 
one. Thecitizens were under terrible confirmation; 
nor had they an opportunity of taking counfel, or 
changing their meafures. Allpaflages were guarded 
and the heads of the factions, averfe to each other as 
they might be in other points, were agreed in this, 
that whoever deferved to live fiiould die. They 
fuftered not an individual to efcape, who was but 
lufpecled to be amicably difpofed towards the Ro- 
mans, but treated them all as common enemies. 
The clamour of (bouts, and the clangour of arms, 
was heard day and night. The fear of evils to come 
was .'{greater mifery, though prefent confirmation 
prevented outward lamentation. No regard waspaid 
to thofe that were living by their relations; nor was 
any care taken of burial for thofe that were dead. 
The caufe of all this was an universal defperation,as 
he who hath nothing to hope for, hath nothing to 
fear. Every man that was not of the faction gave 
himfelf up for loll, and carried his life in his hand, 
as if he were to relign ac the next moment. The 
faction, at the fame time, maintained their contelt, 
with heaps of carcafes under their feet, with a tri- 
umphant often tation,as if the horror of the fpe&acle 
had rendered the living as infen/ible as the dead. 



and counfellor was Tiberius Alexander, former- 
ly governor of Egypt, but now appointed to com- 
mand the army, being the firfi: man that efpoufed 
the intereft of Vefpalian in the infancy of his go- 
vernment, entered into a league with him, and 
ftood firm to it, in de/pice of all the hazards of un- 
certain fortune. He poflefled. in a word, every 
qualification, uatural and acquired, for martial un- 
dertakings. 



CHAP. II. 



Titus marches to Jerufalem. The Jews make a defpe- 
rate fatty as he takes a view of the city. Titus is 
miraculoujly preferved. His valour and conduct. 

THE following was the order in which Titus 
marched with his army into the country of the orfcf* 
enemy. The auxiliaries led the way. After them 
came the pioneers, to prepare the roads, and mark m3a3iV 
out the camp. Thefe were followed by the officers, 
baggage, and a fufficient guard. Then came Titus 
himfelf, with a feledt body of men, and his enfign 
bearers about him ; a body of horfe following them 
at the head of the engineer of war. After them the 
Roman eagle, with the enfigns of the legions about 
it, and trumpets before them, the body of the army 
marching rank and file, fix in front, and the com- 
mon fervants, every one following the legion he be- 
longed to, with the baggagebefore them. The mer- 
cenaries and their guards brought up the rear. 

In this order Titus advanced, according to the 
method of the Roman difcipline, by the way of Sa- 
maria up to Gophna, a place that his father had for- 
merly taken, in which, there being a garrifbn, he 
pa/Ted that night, and pro (ecu ted his march next 
morning to a place the Jews call " The Valley ot 
Thorns/' near the villag-e ofG abath Saul, or " The 
Valley of Saul/' where he encamped, about thirty 
furlonp\s diftant from Terufalem. 



c ouLl of the (tatc and difpofilion of the Jews, iieing 
v.v II :il!iu\\! that the people were de'irons of peace, 
wrary of their oppreifrs, am! therefore wanted no- 
thinf but flrength and opportunity for a :v\olt.hc 
:'.::pre!u tided that, upon light of hhnand hi* army, 
the*, miv;ht he inclined to bring matters to an ac- 
c.j;::mod;ition : rather than proceed to extremities* 

With th\o idea he marched towards the < its ; and, 
vv i ! i » e Ii c w cm fo r vv a re I i n the rca c! v road t o the w a \ 1 s 
i ob uiy appeared upon thv battlements. But, upon 
c roiling over toward" t.;c turret called Pfephinos, 
:l:rre j.'ltic d cure a vail number of Jews from the 
n'.ile over againli the llpulehre of Helena, in I lie 
quarter they call the Womcns Tower, tliaL broke 
through the main hod}' of the llonians, and cutting 
off the communication between the two divided 
parties- they could not relieve one another. Thus 
confufed, the Jews finglcd out Titus, with a very 
fin all number of his people about him, in a place 
where there was no going forward for the cnclofures 
IT .irdens, and ditches betwixt him and the wall; and 

ft * m * 

his retreat was intercepted, on the other ham!, by a 
(iron;; body of the enemy, who had got bctw ixt him 
and his own people- Th. guards, not knowing the 
danger their general was in, fuppohng him to be 
yet fafe,and in the croud, thought they had nothing 
rodobut to follow on. Titus, therefore, finding, in 
Lai.; extremity, that he had nothing; but his (word 
r.:i ! liis courage to trull to, called out to his fellow- 
foldlevs to follow him, and, at the fame time, ruHicd 
ir.o the midlt of the enemy, to force his way 
iliroujih to the reft of his men. 

Wc may hence learn how far Divine Providence 
intcrpofes in the events of war, and in the perlbnal 
prcfcrvalion of princes. For Titus, who came not 
on: to £ght 9 but to make difcoveries, had not pro- 
vided himfelf with armour either for his head or 
body ; and yet not one dart or arrow, out of the 
ihowcrs that were launched at him, touched him, 
but were carried off from the mark, as if they had 
been dclio-ued to mifs it. 



\t tlf.s nlace Titus mvt himfcif at the head ofw:; |f danper fromthecnemw b vmg tsMn i\ wraried wwU a 
lumdrevi chofen horfe, and ledthem tow arts Jerufa- j tedious night's march- Tbcil h'"':;;:::- had no fooner 
•}/.«, to take a \ iew of the city, and learn what he j; proceeded to the c\*. c r.tion «*-" 1 1 • t :r order ! r\n the 

tenth leeiojx came ::p from Jfricho. a place lately 
taken aud «;:»rriloncci by Vcipai'ian. 'i his ]r,ic was 
aimcinted to ci;ca:v. ;j !V.rior:i>;. to c :•/{• of |e~ 
mfalcm, and the A»*>nnt of Olive*, which is over 
a<r:.i..il the ciiw and :h. vall'-v of Ccdrou hetu ixt 
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Th:* fa».V.ons co*i i :r ;d to vent their fury upon 
each tu her a* the b»ttcivH a<i vcrfuries, till the dread 
of a foreign war. and a c.Mnnion encmv, Produced a 
reconciliation. Upon tlie erv flight of the Roman 
camp, the three parties began to think of concord 
rcafonc ii will: thcmfelveM»pon the eijuit y audnecei- 
f:t v of a compolition.and i hi;s expoiiulated in their 
prefent iituation : tl A^'hatwill he the end of this, 
I if wc lulfer onrfclvcs to he furrounded with forts 
and troops, and remain pent up within walls, the 
tame fpectators of a w ar, to the advantage of our 
enemies, and our own deftructions r Wc are only 
valiant againft ourfclvcs, in fhedding the blood of 
each other, to make w ay for the Romans to a con- 
micft without blood." 
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Upon this they gathered into parties ; and that The j cw , 
infiant hetakinsi* themielves to their arnss, made a Miyou« 
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furious excurlion acrcsis the valfey upon iJic tcntn Koiuans. 
legion, with horrid clamours and outcries, as they 
were entrenching their camp. 

'I'hisfally greatly alarmed the Romans; and their 
fur prize was much increafed from an or/inion thev 
i)ad entertained, both that rhc Jew f durihiot ol'erit 
and that their divifions had rendered them incapahie 

of fuch an agreement. The foldkrs hcingat work 
without their arms, the Jews fell upon them t:::- 

a\varcs,fo that every man quitted his Italian. Some 
ran away; others lied to their arms, hut were cut 
off before they could make nil of them. Viuihccl 
with this fucceis, the Jews camcilov. ing in 1H11 more 
and more; and though they v. ere not, in truth, very 
numerous, their good fortune ma.de them appear io 
both to the Romans and themfelv 
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Tit us, in the mean time, cleared Jiispaflageon both 
fides f'word in hand, overbcaringall before him, and 
tripling his enemies under his horfe's feet This 
clauntlefs rcTolution of the Roman generaldrew the 
rage of tlie whole party upon ]jim with fury and cla- 
mour, infomuch, that they cried out one to ano- 
ther to fall upon him, as the only check to their foe- 
cv'fes. But which way ibcverTitus turned the Jews jj 
lied In tore him; yet, at the fame time, others prelK d 
hii^ 'link and rear; whillt his guards bravely flip- 
ported Jitm They found, at lafl, there was no mean 4 ; 
of coming ofl",but by one leafonable,ref ()lutc charge 
quire through the enemy- Tlie gallant effort was 
made. One of the companions of Titus w as flain ; 
another overthrown from his horfe, and carried off; 
whileTituS'with tlie remainder of thisnoblefcw.got 
hack to Ins camp, without fo much as one w ound. 
The Jews were elated by this temporary advantage, 
and looked upon it as an earned of future fuccefs ; 
but they were totally deceived in their expectation. 



C II A P. IIT. 

77.' /Vf pitches his camp. Heme ft ic fattlws arc muted 
hy ii fvrctgn -war* The Jews J (illy cat upon the Ps- 
*^.:v/, and drive them Jrom their ccrr.p. 'I he kg- 
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are alarmed at m'tjjlng their general. 
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fi ^Tcs upon the Jews as they retire. 



ON the coming up of a legion, that night from 
Emmaus,tojom Titus, he marched away, early 
next morning, to Scopos, a place feven furlongs to 
lbs northward from the city. It ftands low, and in 
a fair profpect both of the town and temple, and 
is therefore very properly called Scopos, or The 
1'rofpec.l:. He ordered two legions to encamp upon 
that {pot; and the fifth legion to withdraw three fur- 
luiv^s off, where they might entrench without any 



~>6 



Though the Romans, of all nations upon the face 
of the earth, are molt expert in the art and difcipline 
of war, anddifchargc their military duties v\ ith lin- 
gular grace and alcrtnefs they were fh uck with 
fuch ail onhhmcn: at shisfurprize, that tliey turned 
their backs, v» Idle I lie Jews lollowcd them upon the 
pur fait. As tlie numbers of the Jews increafed 
through their fall} ing cut of il.eciry, fo did tl;e 
confulion of the Romans through the : larm, till, 
in the end . t hev were forced to abandon their canm: 
and the whole legion had been entirely cut of!', if 
Titus had not covne at the precife moment to their 
fuccour. :md,hetwixtrepvoaelu^ for their cowardice 
on the one hand, and exemplary brt-very on the 
oilier, put a flop to their flight. The general took 
this opportunity of joining; the fugitives with a 
party of choice men of Ids own, and charging the 
Jews in Hank, killed fe vt-ra! of them upon the fpot, 
wounded more, and drove the whole body down 
into a valley in the grcatc-fi (»iiorder. L'pMii their 
pafiingthe valley they made ;$ fVand,nnd maintained 
alight with th.c llomans acrofs ir till mid-dav- In 
the afternoon Titus reinforced the legion with the 
troops he had brought to fuccour it, and porting 
parties up and down, to fecurc the llomans from {al- 
lies, lie ordered tlie remainder of his forces up the 
mountain to fortifv their can:^. 

The Tews, that were within di Prance of obferving 
this motion from the walls, took it for a direct flight; 
and, as the ccntiucl gave them to undcrfhmd as 
much by fir.-king a garment in the air, as a fignal 
concerted among themfclvcs,they rufhed out, upon 
this intimation, with fuch outrage 'ousfury, that they 
refcmbled an herd of ferocious animals, rather than 
a number of men. Their violence w as fo impetu- 
ous, that not fo much as one man of the contrary 
party could fufcain the fbock ; and they w ere all 
driven, as if it had been by a blow from an engine, 
fomc one way, fomc another, vying up the moun- 
tains for refuge. 
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la the midft of the acclivity, Titus madeafiand 
with a few of his generous fcfolutc friends, whofrom 
the veneration in which they held the dignified cha- 
racter of their general, befought him not to cxpofe 
his own life any longer againft the lives of a defpe- 
rate rabble of Jews, whole condition was fuch, that 
death was the heft thing that could befall them,but 
rather confult his own quality and fafety. They re- 
minded him, that lie was not there in the circum- 
stances of a foldier only, hut in the character of the 
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iovereign of the univerfe, in wliofc prefervation the 
itate of things upon this habitable eartli abfolutely 
depended. 

Titus paid not the lealt attention to their exhor- 
tations, but ftood upon his guard, again ft all oppo- 
lition, and encountered all aflaults, maiming fome, 
flaying others that prefled upon him, and forcin 
foine again down the mountain into the valley. The 
vigour and refolution of the prince kept them in 
fome degree of a we, though not fufficien t to frighten 
them into the city again ; fo that opening to the 
right and left, they attacked his people on each 
hand, while Titus, by galling them in the flank, 
gave fome obftruction to thepurfuit. 

When thcRomans, who were fortifying their camp 
upon the hill, obferved the havock that was made of 
their companions below, it ftruck them with fuch 
horror and amazement, that the whole legion dif- 
pcrfed, taking it for granted that thcRomans were 
notable to Hand before the Jews, and that Titus 
himfclf had quitted the field, or (as they thought) 
his (bldiers would never have forfaken him. In the 
mid ft of his deftraction, an alarm was given to the 
whole legion,by lb me whohad fccnTitusftruggling 
for his life in the mid It of his enemies, calling upon 
them to haften away to therefcue of their general 
Thereproachof havingabandonedtheircommander 
enraged them to fuch a degree, that, without regard 
to confequencesahey fell with all their might upon 
the Jews, and drove them before them down the 
brow of the mountain. The Jews, however, for a 
while, difputed every foot of ground they loft, till 
the Romans, through the advantage of the higher 
ftation, forced them all down into the valley. Titus 
prefled upon the Jews as they retired, and fent the 
legion back again to fortify their camp, flaying with 
thofe who were with him before,to keep the enemy 
at a diftance. It may be affirmed, with that truth 
which becomes an impartial hiftorian, that this was 
the fecond time that Titus laved this legion in the 
fame day, which afforded the foldiers full liberty 
to fortify and fettle their camp. 
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The revival of fedition 
John overcomes E/eazar. 
ditced to two. Titus moves towards Jeru/alem. 



at the ft aft of the paffovcr. 
The three fa El ions are 



re- 



F FOREIGN hoftilities ceafing for a time, internal 
fedition was revived. The Pafchal feaft, or the 
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feaft of unleavened bread, being now at hand, Elea- 
zar, and his party, caufed the temple gate to be fet 
open for a free entrance to all people that came up 
to wor/hip. John made ufe of this religious pre- 
text as a cloak for histreacherousdefigns,and armed 
the moft inconfiderable of his own party (of whom 
the greater part were not purified) with weapons 
concealed under their garments, with inftructions 
how they were to proceed. A tumult immediately 
arofc both within and without; and the uproar was 
looked upon as a general deiign upon the whole 
multitude, by all thofe who were not in the plot. 
RutEleazar and the zealots were perfuaded that the 
malice of this exploit was principally levelled at 
them. The guards drew oft* from the gates, others 
leaped down from the battlements without ftriking 
a blow, and crept into the temple vaults to hide 
thcmfelves. The common people, that betook them- 
{elves to the altar, were miferably deftroyed; fome 
of them eruflicd and trampled to death in the croud; 
others lay weltering in their blood, up and down, as 
ipcelacles of horror and defpair. Many were flain 



from private enmitj j and to call a man a zealot was 
a fufficient pretence for taking away his life. But, 
amidft thefe barbarities towards the innocent, thev 
granted a truce to the guilty, and connived at their 
efcapc out of the caverns, where they had abfeon- 
ded. John's party now feized upon the inner tem- 
ple, and, by refolutcly oppofiug Simon, reduced 
the factions to two. 

Titus, forming a defign of decamping from Sco- 
pos, and advancing nearer Jcrufalcm, in order to Tito* 
his removal, ported a competent number of his belt raArchci 
troops, to prevent and encounter inroads, and gave Jcrakka 
it in charge to another detachment, to fee all the 
ways levelled betwixt that and Jcrufalcm. Upon 
this they demolifhed all the hedges and walls which 
the inhabitants had made about their gardens and 
groves,cut clown all the fruit-trees that lay between 
them and the wall of the city, filled up all the 
chafms, and plained the rocky precipices with iron 
inftruments. The whole fpace was by this means 
levelled from Scopos, or The Profpedt, to Herod's 
fepulchre, which adjoined to the pool, called The 
Serpent's Pool. 
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The Romans are deluded by the Jews. Titus fufpefts 
the pretence. Titus reproaches his we;/ 9 and delivers 
them up to the martial law. The joldiers intercede 
for their comrades, and obtain their pardon. The 
fiege of Jerujalem. 

THE Jews at this time concerted a plot to delude 
the Romans. The moft refolute of the fedi- 
tious went out of the town a little beyond the place 
called The Woraens To wcr,on a pretence that they 
were ejected by thofe who were for peace, and durft 
not venture any farther for fear of the Romans, but 
there they kept themfclvcs clofe, and as much out 
of fight as pollible. There was, at the fame time, 
another party upon the walls, that cried aloud for 
peace, and an alliance with the Romans, imploring 
them, at the fame time, to come over to them, and 
alluring them that they would open the gates. To 
grace the impofture, they counterfeited a fquabble 
among themfelves; fome pretending to prefs out to 
the Romans, and others calling Hones at them to 
hinder them, and Hill periifting*, in appcarancc,ei- 
ther by fair means or foul, to make their way. Af- 
ter fcveral feigned attempts and repulfes,they went 
their way, affecting the at moft chagrin at their 
difappointment. 



The ftratagem lured the common foldiers, who 
looked upon the tower as in their pofleflion already, 
and prefTed moft eagerly to be in action, as if there 
had been nothing wanting but the ceremony of TiMl f B r. 
opening the gates to make them mafters of it. But 
Titus had too much penetration and difcernment to 
place confidence in this pretext for invitation, hav- 
ing made them an offer by Jofephus,but the day be- 
fore of what they nowaffected to defire, when they 
peremptorily rejected the propofal. He therefore 
commanded his foldiers in general to ftand to their 
arms, and maintain their pofts : but in the mean 
time, fome, that were employed in the trenches,be- 
took themfelves to their weapons, and ran towards 
the gates. Thofe, who pretended to havebeen ejected 
let them pafs without any interruption; but as foon 
as they had reached the towers on each fide of the 
gate, the Jews followed them clofe upon the rear, 
hemmed them in within reach of itones, darts, and 
other miffile \veapons,from theircngincs,plied them acq ^. 
with vigour, and killed and wounded great mmi- a bieflj-£ 
bcrs, being fo pent up by thofe that prefled upon 
their backs, that there was no getting clear of the 
wall. Bcftdes, through fiiame and confuficn on the 
one hand, and the fear of punifiiment on the other, 
they were hardened into a refolution of profecuting 
what they had begun. At length, after a long dif- 
putc, and with equal lofs on both fides, the Ro- 
mans forced their way through the body of the 
Jews, who yet purfuetl them, in their retreat with 
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lances, and lucli like weapons, as fur as the fepul- 
chrc of Helena, and not without contemptuous re- 
proaches for their foolifh credulity. This they did 
bv waving their bucklers over their heads, and ex- 
ulting all the way with fliouts of joy and triumph. 

, . pf The Romr.il foldicrs, in confluence of this delu- 
;Vlroof lion, were upbraided by their officers, and reproved 

by Tims himfclf, who, with a degree of refentment 
* and indignation, thus addreficd them : 

" How comes it (fay she) that the Jews, who have 
" nothing but theirdefpair for their dire&ors.fliould 
45 yet manage their affairs with fo much conlidera- 
61 Vion, ftratagem, andfuccefs? The qucftion is an- 
tc fwered in one word : They live in obedience to 
tC their fuperiors, and in good will and union one 
cc with another: Whereas the Romans, that have 
<f been hitherto fo famous for their excellent order 
u and difcipline, and confequently for their good 
" fortune, are now fallen off, and deftroyed by the 
u head-ftrong intemperances of their own folly, in 
i6 making war without officers; and, which is worft 
<c of all, Cajfar himfelf to be a fpedlator of this. 
c; What a fcandal will this be to the very rules and 
£c orders of arms ! Or what will my father fay, when 
u he (hall come to hear of it ? A general that, in 
" the whole courfe of a long and military life, ne- 
"vcrract with any thing like it before. Now, fuch 
cc is the feverity of martial law, that it makes it ca- 
<; pitalfor any rrianto depart from the ftrict rule of 
" difcipline, even in a fmall matter; but in this 
"cafe the whole army are deferters. And be it 
tC known to yoii all, that, according to the ftricTrnefs 
" of the Roman difcipline, vidlory itfelf is a fcandal 
" when it is gained without order for fighting." 

From the manner in which Titus delivered thefe 
words, it was evident to the officers, that he deter- 
mined to put the martial lawinto execution; fo that 
the whole body of offenders gave themfelvesupfor 
lolt, being confeious they deferred the juftice they 
feared. The other legions, however, applied to the 
general with petitions inbehalf of their uitfortunate 
fcllow-foldiers,imploringhis pardon for the failings 
of a rafli few for the fake of a fcrreat number that 
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flood firm,uponaffiirance that they would atone, by 
their future fervices, for their paft faults; Titus, 
upon reflection, calling to mind, that however re- 
quiiite feverity might be towards individuals who 
were delinquents, the fame reafondidnot hold good 
MJicM. with reflect to numbers, complied with the peti- 
tion of the interceflbrs, and forgave what was paft, 
upon condition of their behavingin a moreprudent, 
as well as obedient, manner in future; and thence- 
forward meditated means of avenging himfelf upon 
the Jews for their treachery. 

When the fpacc between the Romans and the 
walls had been levelled, which was done in four 
H:'«< .1 days, he ordered the choice part of his army to ad- 
lthSf ion vance towards the ramparts betwixt north and weft; 
aroy. the foot drawn up in feven battalions, and the horfe 

in three fquadrons,with archers betwixt them. This 
being a force fufficient to prevent or repel all fallics 
was, ofcourfe, a fecurity for the baggage and train 
thereunto belonging. Titushimfelf encamped at 
the diftancc of two furlongs from the city, over 
againfl: the tower called Pfephinos, upon that angle 
of the wall where it winds off from the north to the 
weft ward. He entrenched another part of his army 
towards the tower ofHippicos, about two furlongs 
from the city; while the tenth legion continued in 
its former fituation upon the mount of Olives. 
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Bcfcripticn of Jerufalem . Three famous tower*. A 
difmal conflagration. Structure of the temple. Its 
utenfih and appurtenances. The fort of Antonia par- 
ticularly def crib eel. 



THE city of Jerufalem was fortified with three 
walls on thofe parts which were not encora- 

paflcd with impaflablc vallies, where there was but 
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one. 



It was built upon two hills oppofite to each JjJ^Jj 
other, and a deep valley betwixt them covered with thecitv 
houfes. Of thefe hills, that which contains the up- wasLuil '' 
per city is much higher, and in length more direct, 
fo that, from the llrengthofits fituation, king David 
formerly called it " The Citadel: but it is now 
called by us <c The Upper Market-Place." 

. * 

The lower town is featcd upon another hill, that 



bears the name of Acra,with a Iteep declivity round 
about it. There was formerly another hill over 
again it this, but lower than A era, and formerly 
parted from the other by a broad valley ; but the 
princes of the Afmonaran race caufed it to be fdlcd 
up, being defirous of joining the city to the tem- 
ple, which by that means overlooked and com- 
manded all the reft. The name of the aforefaid val- 
ley, that divides the upper town from the lower, is ?$ e 

n< n , ,* ~ ' ^ . win or 

Tyropreon : it ltretches as far as the fountain of Si- siloam. 
loam, that affords an excellent water, and in great 
abundance. 

The oldeft of the three walls was almoft impreg- 
nable, by reafon of the depth of the valley below, The three 
and the overhanging of the rock from above upon waU,i 
which it was erected. Belides the natural advan- 
tage of the fituation, David, Solomon, andfeveral 
other princes>contribnted to the further ftrengthen- 
ing it by all the means of art, iiiduftry,and expencc. 
This wall began on the north, at the tower ofHip- 
picos, and extended asfar as a place called theXiitus, 
ending at the weftern porch of the temple. 1 1 parted 
on the other fide, reckoning from the fame place by 
Bethfo to the Eflene-gate, and to the fouthward by 
the fountain of Siloam, where it ftrikes off to the 
eaft ward, towards the pool of Solomon, and_thence 
by Ophlas to the call porch of the temple. 

The fecond wall begins at Genath,agate belong- 
ing to the former wall, and fo runs on upon the 
north fide of the city to the fort of Antonia. 

The third wall began at the tower ofHippicos, 
and rannorthward to that ofPfephinos^ovcr againfl 
the fepulchre of Helena, queen of Adiabena, and 
mother of king Izates, palling along by the royal 
caverns, from the tower at the corner, towards that 
which they call theMonument of theFuller, whence 
it came up to the old wall in the vale of Gedron. 
This wall was the work of Agrippa,for the fecurity 
of that part of the town he had built, which before 
was naked and defencelefs. The city, by this time 
became fo populous, that its {pace was too cir- 
cumfcribed for the inhabitants, lb that, by degrees 
they crept out into a kind of fuburbs ; and on the 
north lide of the temple, next the hill, their build- 
ing increafed extremely; 

There vVasaiiotherhili that fronted Antonia, with 
ditches cut out of a prodigious depth betwixt them* 
fo that there was no coming at the foundation of 
Antonia to undermine it; befidc that the linking 
of the trench added fo much to the height of the 
tower. They o-ave the fourth hill the name of Be- 
zeth, or Bethefda, being an enlargement only of the 
former. When this place came to be inhabited, the 
people earneftly delired to have it fortified ; and 
Agrippa, the father of the king of the fame name, 
modelled his defign, and ran up this wall about it 
that we have defcribed. But it occurring to him 
that Claudius Caefar might take fome oftenee and 
jealoufy at the pomp and oltentation of fo magni- 
ficent a work, Agrippa went no farther than laying 
the foundation, and fo dropped the project; where- 
as, if he had purfued it, Jerufalem might never 
have been taken. 



The drones of this wail were twenty cubits in 
length, and ten in breath, and fo hard and firm, 
that they were proof againft either mining or bat- 
tery . The wall wasalfo ten cubits thick, and would 
have been high in proportion, it they had perlifted 
in the work. The Jews, indeed, carried it up after- 
wards to twenty cubits, with battlements of two 
cubits at the top, and parapets of three, which, in 
all, make twenty-five cubits. The wall was fortified 
with towers of twenty cubits fquarc,as fubft.antiaias 
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itllir, and not inferior, for ftrength and beauty, to 
the (tones and worknianlhip of the temple. 

Thefe towers were railed twenty cubits above the 
w all, %\ itli winding Hair-cafes leading up to them, 
convenient apartments at the top, and ciltcrns for 
rain water. Upon the third wall there were ninety 
lowers of the fame form, and at the equal dill ancc 
of two hundred cubits one from another. The 
middle wall had only fourteen towers, and the old 
•m»:c;^cc wall lixiy. The compafs of the whole city was 
i thecu). thirty-three furlongs. 

J o 

The tiiird wall was an exquifitc piece of work- 
manihip from one end to the other ; but yet not 
comparable to the tower called IMephinos. It 
ilood upon the angle of the wall, north-weft of the 
city, upon that quarter w here Thus had encamped. 
Beiu'> # feventy cubits high, it afforded, on a clear 
day, a profpeA of Arabia, the fea, and uttcrmoft 
confines of the Hebrews. It was, iu figure, an octa- 
gon; and over again ft it was the tower of Hippicos: 
and hard by it were two other towers, erected by He- 
rod on the old wall, which, for magnitude, beauty, 

and ftrength, were looked upon as xnafter-pieces. 
For,bc(idcs other inftanccs of the magnanimity and 
magnificence of this king towards the city of Jc- 
rufaieiu, he cauied thefe to be erected in fo extraor- 
dinary a manner, to gratify a particular inclination, 
dedicatingthem to the memory of three perfons, for 
whom lie poifelfed the grcatcft cftccm, his brother, 
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his friend* and his wife ; the two former having lig- 
nalized themfclves by dy ing glorioully in the field 
of bat lie, and the other being (lain at his own in- 
ftaucc in a fit of jcalouiy . 

The tower of Hippicos, fo named from one of 
his friends, had four angles, live and twenty cubits 
in breadth. and thirty \v height, and the whole body 
of it folid. Above thh was a platform of Hone ac- 
curately joined, and a receptacle for rain water of 
twenty ct'bits depth. On thi$ terrace were two 
ftones of five and twenty cubits each, divided into 
feverai apartments ; and over that building were 
two battlements of two cubits in height, and pa- 
rapets of three cubits all round, amounting, in the 
whole, to the height of eighty-five cubits. 

Herod called the fecond tower Phafael, from the 
name of his brother. Its breadth and height were 
forty cubits, it was folid within from top to bot- 
tom. Above this was a porch ten cubits high, 
iupportcd with arches, andembellifhed with divers 
curiolities. Over t lie middle of this porch was an- 
other, with elegant baths and apartments belonging 
to it.fuitable to the magnificence of the royal foun- 
der. On the top of it were battlements and forti- 
fications; the whole height of the tower falling little 
ihort of ninety cubits. It had, aca diftance, f'omc 
rcfemblancc of the watch-tower of Pharos, the 
famous land-mark to thofe that failed towards 
Alexandria; but much larger; and at this time the 
residence of Simon, that oppreflivc tyrant. 

The third tower was Mariamnc, fo called from 
the name of his queen. It was twenty cubits fquare, 
and 55 cubits high. It muft be allowed, that the 
ftrucUtrc, apartments, and furniture of the other 
two towers were pompous and elegant ; but they 
■were as much beneath the curiofity, beauty, and 
ornament of this, as this fell fhort of the ftrength 
of the other two, being properly adapted to the 
delicacy of the fair fex. 

Though thefe towers were very high, they ap- 
peared more fo from the place on which they were 
railed : for the old wall they Hood upon was itfelf 
erected upon a very high piece of ground, and thofe 
turrets vv ere advanced upon the top of a hill that was 
yet thirty cubits higher than the ancient wall. Nor 
were they lefs admirable for the materials they were 
compofed of than the ftrueture. The ftones were 
neither common, or of a weight to be removed with 
hands: they were of white marble, cut out into 
blanks* tw.nitv cubits in length, ten in breadth, 
and five in depth, and put together with fuch art, 
that there were no joints to be fcen; fo that every 
diftinct tower looked like one entire piece. 



As thefe lowers were on the f.uuh-fidc of the ^c pi j 



wall, the king had thereunto adjoined a palace, 
magnificent beyond deicription. it \\ as encluled 
with a wall thirty cubits high, and attorned, with 
turrets, of the belt workman Ship, plained around it, 
at an equal diftance one from the other* v. ith elegant 
apartments, and fpacious halls f< r public entertain- 
nienis. There was an incredible collection of the 
choiccft marble, for variety of colours, that could 
pollibly be purchufed. Tile roofs were wonderful, 
both for the length of the beams., and the Iplciulour 
of their ornaments. The number of apartments 
was very great, and they were amplv furniihed with 
whatever could tend to elegance or convenience, 
There were porches and* galleries in abundance, 
leading in akind of circle from one Vo another, and 
hi each of them a row of pillars. The courts, that 
lay to the open air,had the agreeable profpedt of di- 
vers groves, and many nurferics of plants, long and 
pleafant walks, befet %\ ith citterns, fountains, pipes, 
and brazen figures iiiuing forth water, with flights 
of tame pigeons gatheringaboutit for rcfrcftmieut. 
But, indeed, it is impofliblc to give a compleatde- 
fcription of this fumprnous palace : befides, it is 
irkfome to call to remembrance the devaluation that 
was made of it by an impious crew of incendiaries 
and traitors. This conflagration was not the work Theiowj 
of the Romans, but a band of mifcrcant2-,a?» wc have rl^M 1 ' 
already obferved, upon the breaking cait of thefe ra »te: 
tumults, who burnt all from the fort of Antonia, ^ un * 
and then carrying the fire into the palace, let the 
roofs of the three towers in a blaze. 

The temple, as before obferved,' was built upon a 

very hard rock, which was fo Steep, that, atfir(t,^ h f" 
there was fcarcc ground on the top fuiricicnt for the «mf, c . 
{'acred fabric, and the cnclofurc that was> to be about 
it. When king Soicmon erected this edifice, be 
commanded thonmni.j v'n.t a wall to theeaftwardof 



it to keep up the earth; ami .k.\ ing thus far fecured 
it, he built a porch upon the rampart. There was 
not as yet any other fortification; but the people 
carrying up mould from time to time, the banks be- 
came greatly enlarged. They broke down, fonie 
time after this, the north wall, and took in as much 
ground thereto as ferved, at length, for the founda- 
tion of the whole temple. 

Thcdefign fuccecded fo much beyond expectation 
that they encompafied the hill with three walls, at a 
prodigious expence of time and trcafure: for it \v::s 
not only the work of ages, but the whole mafs of re- 
lioi 



s oblations from all parts of the world, to the 
honour and fervice of the Mod High, was expended 
upon this undertaking, computing the charge as 
well of the upper asof the lower temple, which lat- 
ter was erc&cduponafbundation of three hundred 
cubits deep; but the depth did not appear, as the 
valley was now filled up to the very level of the 
ftreets in the city. The ftones provided for this inl- 
ine n(c work, were fort} cubits in length, which 
proves, upon the whole, that liberality, conftancy, 
and pcrfcverancc can eftedt aftoiiimiug things. 

As the foundations were wonderful, fo the mag- 
nificence of the iuperilruchire was not inferior to 
that of the ground-work. The galleries were all 
double, upheld by pillars of white marble, all of a 
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piece, and fiveand twenty cubits in height, waui- 
fcotted with cedar, moll curiou'ly carved, fo that 
they exhibited a molt elegant view to the fpectator 



air, were laid with ftones of ail farts: but thefecenu 
court was lined on each fide with it one balluftraoes 
of three cubits high, delicately wrought-snul highl> 
poliflicd. In thispaifage were fcvcral pillars, dtl- 
nofed in regular form and order-, with moral pre- 
cepts inferibed upon them in Latin and Greek, ant! 



poiitively forbidding ftrangers to enter into diat 
holy place; for the fecond court was called the lanc- 
tuary, and was afcended by fourteen liens above the 
fir ft." The figure of it was four-fquare, with a wall 
peculiar to itfelf, which, though forty cubits with- 
out, was but twenty-five within, the place being 
covered with ftcpn that led to afcend it. 1 his wall 
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being buiit noon an advanced ground, wkh ftcpsto the feven planets. The twelve loa*. cs of jkcw-bivad, 

St, parr of the imide was To obfctircd by the hill, j noon ilic table, pointed at the twelve lign* of the 
that it could not be difeerncd. At the tcmof rhclc fi /.odiack, and ihc courfc of the year. 15 y ihe thirteen 
'ourircn fteps there was a plain revel of three bun- j lorts ot" perfume* hi the center, upon the altar < t 
I red cubits up to the wall, and from thence live jt incenfe, with which ihe lea replcmihcii U, we are 
titorc to the gates of the temme. TJiere were «*; given to uiidcritaud. that the Almighiv (-'real or 1> 
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also four from the north, as manv from the Couth, i; ibvcrcigu of the uuiverfe. and that a 
and two from the eaft. I; formed for hi:, ho::uar and feruce. 



!I things arc 



Th" women had an oratory, or place o! : 



ulv. 



worflnp, j; 

mftlve*, witli a partition wall to it, and two jj 
o\:tes 3 one to the fouth, and the other to the north, « 
which were the two onK nafla^cs of entrance for the 
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woiOfi! j nor were they permitted topals rhcirown. 
Thi.-; piace was free indifferently to women, inha- 
l/tauss as well as firangcrs, tliat came hither on 
p»ir-j:.u\i of dcvotU;::. The weft fide was a dead 
v. all- without any door at all. Betwixt the aforc- 

s, and overagainft the wall, near the trea- 
iury, there were galleries, with {lately pillars to 
flip port them, jingle, and, excepting; their magni- 
tude, not inferior to thole of the lower court 

Sonic of the gates were plated over with gold 
and lilver, polls, fronts and all : but there was one 
• without the temple of Corinthian brafs, which was 
ich the richer metal of the three. There were 



much 



Thcimu-r ij:.ri of the tcnmle being onlv twentv T , , .. 
cubits in !u ig!u, was alio divide d bv a ^ cil ho in the oi UoiicV. 
other : nor w a s any man permitted to enter, or fo 

into it. It was called the Sanctuary, 
j or ilolv of Holies Upon the Sides of this lower 
temple there were fe\eral apartmentsleading from 
| one to another, with three ituries over head, and 
j pailagcMntu them out of the great portal- The up- 
per part, being narrower than the other, could not ; 
have the convenience of the fame order of cham- 
bers ; but it was forty cubits higher, though the 
lefs fplendid of the two. Thus we colled; that the 
whole height, including the fixty cubits from the 
floor, amounted to an hundred cubits. 

The curiofity and beauty of the outlide of the xhccxtc* 
temple was charming to a degree, being faced rior put 
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doifble doors to every gate, each thirty cubits 
high, and fifteen broad. They were wider within, 
mid had drawing rooms on each hand, of thirty 

cubits fquarc, after the manner of turrets, upwards 
of twenty cubits high, each of them borne up with 
pillars of twelve cubits in thicknefs. the other gates 
being of t lie fame dimenfions in proportion. As to 
the Corinthian portal* on the ea It-fid e of tlie tern- 

t 



:!c, where the women entered, it was certainly the | , u . ; ht » nd ( j x ;„ brc:!( i:h. 
largelc and molt magnificent or them all, being ' 
fifty cubits high, and the gold and lilver plates 
upon it more fubftantial than thofe that Alexander, 
the father of Tiberius, laid upon the other nine. 
There were fifteen fteps which led from the wall of 
the court of the women to the greater gate, where- j 
as thofe that led thither from the other gates were 

live fteps fhortcr. 

Tlie holy temple itfelf, called emphatically the 
fanftnary, was placed in the middle, with twelve 
fteps to afcend it. The height of it was an hundred 
cubits, and the breadth as many in the front ; but 
behind it wanted fort v of that number. The height 



every where with fubftantial golden plates, that ^mptc. 
fparkled like the beams of the fun, and dazzled the 
eye of the beholder. Where there was no gilding, 
the parts were lb delicately white, that it appeared, 
at a diltance, to travellers, like a marble moun- 
tain, or pillar of fnow. The roof was covered 
with fharp-poiiitcd fpikes, to prevent any pollution 
by birds fitting upon it. Some of the Hones of this 
building were forty-five cubits in lenp'th, live in 



of the fir ft gate was feventv cubits, and twenty-five 
over ; but it had no doors, being an emblem vifiblc 
and open to the whole world. The front and out- 
iides were gilt ; nor was there any thing in the 
middle of the temple thathad not a brilliant luftre. 

The inner part was divided into two partitions. 
The fir ft of them in fight was open to the top, 
which was ninety cubits in height, forty in length, 
and twenty in breadth. There were lavers and 
branches of vines over head, and large clutters of 
grapes that hung pendant, between five and fix. feet 
deep, all of gold. The other partition of the tem- 
ple, being ceiled above, appeared the lower of the 
two. The doors alfo of it were of gold, fifty-five j 
cubits in height, and fixteen in breadth, with apiece 
of Babylonian tapeftry hanging before them of the 
fame dimenfions, interwoven with bine, purple, and , 
fcarlet, in a moft curious manner. Nor was this Jj 
mixture of colours without a myftical interpreta- |j 
tion, as it alluded to the four elements, cither by 1 
the colours themfelves, or the matter of which they 
were compofed ; the fcarlet reprcfenting the fire, 
the filk the earth that produced it, the azure the 
-ir, and the purple the fea from whence it comes. 
So that this veil, or hanging, was, in miniature, an j 
emblem of the univcrfe. 

i 

The entranceled to thclower part of the temple ; , 
tlie height and length of it was fixty cubits, and 
the breadth twenty. 



The altar before the temple was fifteen cubits The altar, 
high, and forty-fquarc, with four angles to it, re- 
fcmbling horns. The pallage to the altar was by 
an iufcnfiblc acclivity. It was formed without any 
iron tool. There was a partition railed of f lone- 
work, curionfly wrought, and of one cubit in 
height, enclofinffthc temple, or the fanftuary and 

, , r & . A 1 t r i ♦ /i No unclean 

thealtar,and leparatmg the people from the pnelrs. pc rfon«ad- 
No unclean pcrfons, either male or female, were "P*"" 1 in E 

- . . . .» ' . , . the temple 

fuhered in the temple, or even m the city : nor 
were men allowed to enter the inner temple with- 
out being fir ft purified, and even then alfo they 
were not to mix with the pricfts. 

Thofe of the faccrdotal race, that were hindered 
bv any def eft from the excrcife of their function, 
took their places with thofe that had none, and had 
their allowance in common with the reft, but under 
the diftin&ion of a lay habit : for no man is allowed 
to wear the vcftmems of a pricft, but he that ac- 
tually executes the oiiicc. 

Tlie pricfts that miniftercd in the temple, and at 
the altar, were to be men exemplary in their lives Tl,c r; J * ft * 

and converiation, and without eu/.er icantial or cnij»imv 
blemifh. Their cloathiag was to he ::;ie linen, and cha, - a - !< - 
they were to be abitemions and temperate in ihcir 
eating and drinking, out of revercr.ee to their holy 
function. Thehigh-prieft went up, with the other 
pricfts, to the altar every fevvnlh day, upon thefirft 

i c i J l 11 : i M • Iheir vcft- 

day or every month, and upon all public anniver- mcn:5i 
fary fcftivals, when he oiiieiated in a veil girt about 
him, and hanging down over part of his thighs, 
with a linen veil under it, and reached down to tlie 
ground. On both thefe 

coloured garment, fringed at tlie bottom, and 
golden bells and pomegranates interchangeably 
faftened to it ; the bells reprcfenting the thunder, 
and the other the lightening. His pectoral, or gir- 
that tied the garment to the brer. ft, was em- 



he wore a large violet 



cj ie. 



This length of fixty cubits 
was tlien fubdividcd into two unequal parts, one of 
f^orty cubits, and the other of twenty. The former 
part, of forty cubits, had in it the three wonders that 
had been celebrated over tlie whole world ; the can- 
dleitie!:, the table of i'kew-bread, and the altar of 



meenfe. The candlcftick had feven branches all 



br»)idcred with live rows of variegated colours* as 
gold, ]>urple, fcarlet, linen , and violet, which were 

tlie colours alfo of tlie veils of the temple. 

The like embroidery was upon the cphod ; but it 
had more gold in it. its form rcfembling tliat of a 
j breaft piece. It was bound together with two gol- 
! den buckles, and fet with the largeft and i icheft far- 
donyx ftoncs that could be procured, w ith the names 
of the twelve tribes of Ifracl inferibed upon them. 
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! Tlierewcre al fo four rows of emeralds hangingdown 



out of the fame ftcm, with feven lights, reprefenting \[ in the order of three and three in a row ; that is to 
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f.iy, a fardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald ; a car- 
buncle, a jafper, and a fapphire j an agate, anie- 
thyft, and a lynx ; an onyx, a beryl, and a chry lb- 
lite ; with the fame names upon them respectively 
as before. He had upon his head a filkcn tiara, 
with a crown over it of a violet colour, and another 
crown over that of gold, with the (acred name of 
the Deity engraven upon it. 

The bigh-prieft's ordinary habit was not fo rich 
and magnificent ; the grand veftnients were only 
put on for the annual folemnity, and when he en- 
tered into the holy of holies, which day was ftrictly 
obferved asarcligious fall. 

The tower Thefort of Antonia was built in an angle betwixt 
ofAnwnia. t jj e £vvo g a ]l er ] cs of the firft temple, looking weft 

and north. It was raifed upon a rock of fifty cu- 
bits in height, inacceffibly fteep on all hands, and, 
in fine, the greateft of Herod's works, both for mag- 
nificence and contrivance. The rock was faced 
with thin fcales of marble from the bottom to the 
top, both for ornament and fecurity, as it was fo 
ilippery there was no poflibility of afcending or 
defcending it. This tower was ericlofed with a 
wall only of three cubits high ; and within that 
compafs ftood the fort of Antonia, of forty cubits, 
with the ftate, fplendor, and conveniences of a 



In this oppofition of the ivo parties the people 
W'/re common robber;:, and ihofc who were peace- 
ably difpofed were plundered by both factions. Si- s «*w o 
"ion was now mailer of the upper town, and the I™," 17 
great wall as far as Ccdrou, and a 3 nuirhof the old 
wall as bent from Siloam i" thr . V readied 
down to the palace of .M';i;r ( ;;r;v,;.;, uiio was king 
of the Adiabcniaus a peopk beyond the Ktmhrates. 
He was polleU'ed a Ho of the hil! of A era, the feat 
of thelower town, as far as the palace of queen He- 
lena, the mother of Monobazus. But John, in the 
mean time, held the temple, and the places there- 
unto adjoining. As for Ophlas, the vale of Cedron, 
and what lay between him and Simon, it was all 
confumed to afhes, and could only ferve as a fpot 
for aclion. 

Though the Romans were at this time drawn up Se{J .. 
at the very gates of Jerufaiem, internal fedition did 
notceafe. The enemy prefling upon them, brought ? ilhtke 
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them lometimes to a degree or reflection and mode- the vcr; 
ration ; but, upon the lead fnfpenfion of airault,they Batci4 
relapfcd into factions amonglt themfelves, and con- 
tended together upon former pretenlions. They 
tended to the advantage of the Romans, as they 
treated each other with more malignity than they 
were treated by the common enemy, and wcr^nfo 
wretched a ftate that they had no new calamity to 



court, containing apartments and offices for all They were reduced to harder -extremities, in- 



purpofes, with fpacious halls and places of parade 
for the ufc and fervice of a camp: fothat, in point 
of accommodation, it might be deemed a city ra- 
ther than a fort ; and, in point of magnificence, it 
vied even with a palace. It bore, upon the whole, 
the refemblance of a tower ; and was encompafled 
with four other towers at equal diftances from each 
other, and one from every corner. Three of them 
were fifty cubits in height; but the fourth, that 
looked to the fouthward and eaft ward, was feventy, 
and from thence had a view of the whole temple. 
From the place where the galleries joined them 
were, upon the right and left, paffages for the fbl- 
diers to go down to the temple. For when the Ro- 
mans weremafters of Jerufaiem, there were guards 
polled ftill at that quarter to prevent feditions up- 
on their public fefti vals and meetings. The temple 
commanded the city, as Fort Antonia commanded 
the temple. This place had a guard upon it ; and 
Herod's palace was as good as a fort to the upper 
town. The hill Bethefda was cut off from Anto- 
nia, and joined to part of the new town, and was 
the only place that hindered the fight of the tem- 
ple on the north fide. Let this then fuffice for a 



deed, before the citv .vas totally deftroved : but the 
Romans atchieveda much greater exploit than the 
taking of the city ; for, if the fr jition deftroved the 
city, the Romans deftroyed diat very fedition, which 
was a far greater work than the bare demolition of 
the walls : fo that, in fa ft, the Jews themfelves 
brought this ruin on their own heads ; and the Ro- 
mans were only the executioners of Divine juftice 
upon them for their wickednefs. 

While affairs were in this pofture in the city, T«u»ui« 
Titus, withafelecl party of horfe, took the whole J*JJ* 
tour of the walls, to find out upon what quarter it forma 
lay moft expofed to an attack. It was totally in-*"* 
acceffible, he obferved, by the way of the vallies ; 
and on the other fide, the firft vale was fo firm as to 
repel the force of battery. After fome paufe, lie 
pitched upon that part of the line towards trie fe- 
pulchre of John, the high-priele, as the mod con- 
venient place foran aflault, the firft wail beinglower 
there, and like wife cut off from the fecond wall; 
for they had neglccfted the fortifying it, the new 
city being but thin of inhabitants. Here alfo was 
an eafy paflage to the third wall, and fo to the up- 
per town ; and, with the help of fort Antonia, they 



defcription of the city of Jerufaiem and its appur- ni igh t take the very temple kfelf. 



tenanccs. 
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Simon's party greatly increafed. John ispojfeffed of the 
temple. The fatlions are as violent as ever, though 
the Romans are at the very gates of the city. Titus 
takes a furvey, in order to make an ajfault. Nicanor 
being bajely -wounded^ Titus meditates revenge. Or- 
ders three attacks. The fatlions 



Roman engineers. 



fall 

Titus fupports them. TJie Ro- 



mans beaten back to their camp, si party of Alexan- 
drians recover the honour of ti 
the Jews into the city. 



Titus forces 



John ut 
poifc:lton 
of 1 he 
temple. 



THE party of the feditious Jews, under Simon, 
amounted to ten thoufand men,befidcslduma?- 
ans, which were five thoufand more, comprizingin 
the whole fifteen thoufand. The ten thoufand Jews 
had fifty commanders, of whom Simon was chief. 
The other five thoufand, under twenty officers, 
were the moft daring of the whole faction. The 
principals were James, the fon of Sofias, and Si- 
mon, the fon of Cathlas. 

John was now in poffeffion of the temple, with 
fix thoufand men, under the command of twenty 
principal officers. There came into him alfo two 
thoufand four hundred of the zealots, who enlifted 
themfelves under Elcazar, whom they had former- 
ly fcrved, and Simon, the fon of Arinus. 



While Titus was weighing thefc matters in his Nte 
mind, one of his particular friends, by name Ni- " 0 J$ 
canor, was wounded in his left fhoulder by an ar-fo**^ 
row from the wall, as he was endcavouri:?g,togcthcr apca 

with Jofephus, to perfnade the Jews to pacific m ea- Tiro » 
fures. Titus was fo tranfported at this inftanceof 
ingratitude towards thofe that endcavoured^to per-thefi?r- 
fuadc them to what tended to their own preferva- 
tion, that heimmediatcly determined on a moft vi- 
gorous profecution of the ficge. He alfo, at the 
fame time, gave his foldicrs leave to pillage, and fet 
the fuburbs on fire, ordering them to make ufeof 
the rnbbifli and ruins for works and platforms. He 
divided his army into three bodies, aifigningtoeach 
divifion their employments and ftations. He difpo- 
fed of his archers and (lingers in the midft of the 
banks, that were then railing, with engines to caft 
javelins, darts, and (tones before them. This ferved 
for two purpofes, either to repel the enemies Tallies 
or to hold them in play upon the walls. The trees 
were all cut down, the fuburbs laid naked in anin- 
ftant, and the timber employed in railing the banks. 
The whole army, in fine, were bufily engaged m 
their works, nor were the Jews idle at fo important 
a crifis. 

Thofe of the citizens of Jerufaiem, who had been 
formerly expofed to robberies and murders, finding 
the fadionfo wholly taken up in their own defence 
began to flatter themfelves with fome profpecft of 
eafe, in the very hope that the Romans themfclvcs 3 
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if thev obtained the victory, would he avenged on 
thole who had been the authors of their mifcric:*. 

John's party made a rcfolutc defence againft the 
affaiiantt ; hut he himfclf durft not Ulr out of the 
temple, for fear of Simon. Simon, bcingpolted next 
f he enemy, w as never out of action. He planted 
allalongthc wall the engines hchad formerly taken 
from Ceftius, and out of the fort of Antonia. But 
thev were of little advantage to the people, through 
:i want of uuderftanding the right ufe and manage- 
ment of them, as all the fkill they had was derived 
from the information of adeferter. They plied 
them, however, fo as to gall the enemy from the 
ramparts with arrows and (tones, Tallying out alio 
in fmall parties, and entering into Ikirmifhes with 
the Romans, w ho, on the other fule, covered their 
workmen with hurdles. 

The Roman legions had engines of wonderful 
contrivance to repel the efforts of the enemy, and 
efpecially the tenth, not only for the cafting of 
large ftoncs, but throwing them more forcibly, and 
to a greater diftance. Every ftone caft by thefe 
engines was of a talent weight, and did execution 
not only at hand, but at the top of the walls and 
ramparts, though at the diltance of a furlong, and 
where it fell it carried a whole file before it. The 
Jews were fevcral ways apprized of thefe ftones : 
firft, as they were white, and eafily difcerned in 
their paflage ; fecondly, by the noife they made in 
the air; and, thirdly, from the notice given them 
by the watchmen placed upon the walls, who had 
inftru&ions to obferve the playing thefe engines, 
and when any of them was difcharged, to exclaim, 
in the mother tongue, Cc The ftone comes. 0 This 
gave every man time to fecure himfelf. The Ro- 
mans, after this, difcoloured the ftones, that they 
might not be difcovered in their courfe, and, by 
means of that invention, fome times flew feveral 
lews at one blow. But all was not fufiicient to di- 
vert them from oppofing the progrefs of the enemy 
in railing their banks j for they perfifted, night and 
day, in doing all that was poflible to be done, by 
poIicy,and courage, toobftrudt their proceedings. 

As foon as the Romans had compleatcd their 
works, thev meafured the diftance from the bank 
to the wall by the lead and line, for it could not be 
done otherwife, as there was no approaching it on 
account of the arrows and darts that were fliower- 
ed down from above. When they found the en- 
gines could reach the walls, Titus ordered them to 
he brought up, and placed at proper diftances, 
but nearer the objects, that they might have more 
liberty to play. Hereupon they fet three batteries 
to work at a time upon three feveral parts of the 
wall. The terrible noife of the engines was heard' 
throughout the city ; the citizens exclaimed with 
horror at it, and the factions trembled with appre- 
hen (ions. The divided members of this fedition, , 
finding themfelves expofed to one common dan-' 
ger, .deemed it expedient to join in one common 
defence. They were now fenfiblc that, as they went; 
on, they were furtheringthe defignof the enemy ;: 
and that, if they could not come to a final accommo- 
dation, it was indifpenfably neceflary, at preterit, 
to join unanimoufly againft the Romans. 

Simon, upon this, difpatched a meifenger to 
thofe who had fhut themfelves up in the temple,, 
with a commiffion to tell them, that fo many of 
them as were difpofed to come out, and advance to: 
the wall, had free liberty fo to do. John, however,, 
placed no confidence in the good faith of the mef- 
fage, but left his party to their own freedom. 

The factions coalcfced immediately upon this 
overture, and laying afide particular quarrels, 
marched up to the walls in a full body. When 
they had polled themfelves for their purpofc, they 
plied their fires and torches upon the Roman en- 
gines, prefling, furioufly upon thofe who had the 
direction of them, with darts and other weapons 
without inter million. Nav, in the heat of their 
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I gincs, tore off their covers, and broke in upon the 



guards that were to <Icfend them* 
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Titus, in this confufiou, difpatched, with all ex- 
pedition, a party of horfe and archers upon the Thev 
guard of the engines, to keep o(f the lire, and, by faw'wuA 
holding the Jew s in play upon the walls, leave the ,y 1,u,r ' 
engineers at liberty to do execution. But all this 
battering made little or no im predion* One ram, of 
the hfth legion, indeed, Shook the corner of a tower, 
but without :;ny damage to the wall itfelf ; for the 
tower being much higher than the wall, it fell with- 
out drawing any part of the wall after it. 

The Jews havings for a fliorttime, intermitted 
their {allies, the Romans imputed it cither to fear 
or wcarinefs, and fo became indolent and inatten- 
tive, as in a ftate of fecurity- But when the Jews 
obferved this from the town, and that they were 
feattereel and out of order, they made a furious lally 
from the tower of Hippicos, fet fire to their works, 
and, in the heat of this fuccefs, forced thcalfailants 
back to their very camp. The alarm fpread im- 
mediately throughout the whole army, and the 
Romans, far and near, drew prefently together, 
for the relief of their companions. The grand 
conflict was about the engines, how to burn them 
on the one fide, and fave them on the other. The 
air was rent with outcries from both parties, and 
many brave men fell in the encounter ; but the Jews 
were much the bolder and more adventurous. The 
fire at length feized the engines, and they had cer- 
tainly been deftroy, with all that belonged to them, 
had they not been fupported by a choice party of 
Alexandrian troops, who performed wonders upon 

the occadon, and had a great ihare in the honour 
of the a<5tton. 

This was the Rate of things, till the general him- 
felf, with a fclecSt body of horfe, attacked the ene- 
my, flew twelve men with his own hand, and drove 
the reft before him into the city. This exploit was 
the faving of the engines. It happening in this 
encounter that a Jew was taken alive. Titus or- 
dered him to be crucified before the wall, to try 
how far fuch^n exemplary terror might work upon 
the reft. But after the Jews were retired, John, a 
principal officer of the Idumcuans, as he was talk- 
ing* with a foldier before the walls, was {hot with 
an arrow through the heart by an Arabian, to the 
great grief of all that knew him, being a man cmi<- 
ncntfor his valour and wifdom. 
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The Romans are alarmed by the- fall of a tinvct in lite 

_ • • 

night. The Jews are greatly annoyed from the towers. 
They behave with great ivtrepid.ity^ and make feveral 
bold f allies ; but the Roman difciphnc prevails againft 
their* temerity. Attachynent of Simon'* men to their 

• 

leader.- ■ Extraordinary . fortitude of Longinus. 
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H>man ra g e and refolution, the Jews leaped down defpe- 
%nm> rately from the walls in troops upon the very en- 



T^HERE happened the next night a dreadful tu- 
mult in the Roman camp. Titus had given 
orders for the railing three towers, of fifty cubits, 
upon three feveral ramparts, fo as to have the com- mans^a* 
mand of the town wall.' - In the dead of the night ^/fai^f 
one of thefe towers fell down to the ground withfo a tower, 
dreadful a noife, that thefurprize alarmed the whole 
army. Suppofing that the enemy was coming to 
attack them, they all ran to their arms, which oc- 
cafioned* a great tumult and difiurbancc amongft 
the legions. Some fancied the Jews might have a 
hand in it : various, indeed, were their c.onje&ures ; 
till, in the end, they became jealous of each other, 
and every one demanded of his neighbour the 
Cc Watchword" with great carncftnefs, and with 
the fame formality and ftri<!tnefs, as if the Jews 
had invaded their camp. They lay under the con- 
ftcrnation of this panic till Titus was informed of 
the whole matter, and made the truth of it public 
by proclamation. This, with fome difficulty, put 
an end to the commotion. 

The Jews ftood firm againft all difficulties but 
thofe of the towers, which could not be difputcd, The j ewa 
nor avoided. From thence. they were galled by all arcannoy- 
kinds of engines, archers, Sec* while they had no J;j 
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remedy agaiull them ; for it wasiuipoflihlc J or them j> drawn up before the «• and ».!■<. *. v, ,/re c fu ic 

within didance of exchanging vvc ip iirs vvuii the 



to f irry up the pint fVirm to llie height of thefc 
tn: re* \ : they were alfo too ftrongand heavy to be 
overturned ; nor could tlu-y be luirnc "\-m v , they were 
plit'd %*, Hli iron* The jew.; had, therefore, only 
lu retire out of reach of the darts, arrows, and 
iloiu:;, witnout endeavouring tooppofc the force 
of t he b if.erintr rani<, which, throuph t!ic fhock 
of repeated 'trokes, at length prevailed. 

The Rom ins had one formidable engine, which 
llie jews called Nicon, or the conqueror, and it 
was this that made the iirtt breach- The befieged 
were by this time., fo Spent with watching and fight- 
ing, (having been upon duty all night ) that, be- 
twixt difpoiition and ill advice, thev came to an 
agreement amongthcmfelvcs to quit the firit wall, 
having two others yet to truft to. 

Upon tbis they retired, and the Romans mounted 
The jcw« the breach that the Nicon had made, and after that 
icti.e r,>ui 0 p euec j the gates to the whole army, the Jews being 

nil withdrawn to the fecond wall. Thus did the 
llonians get poiTeiiion of the fir ft wall on the fif- 
teenth day of the fiege, which was the feventhday 
of the month Artciuefius, when they dcmoliihcd 
great part of it, as they did of the northern parts 
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Romans. While the> were engaging, Lcm^hu's, 

one of the ci;ueftrian order rod'.: iui j the ,-»»Tolt of 
the enemy, and flew two of fl-cir bra veic officers. 
One of them he 11 ruck through the j iw v.; V b his 
lance, and ran trie other through tlu- !>oc;v with the 
fame weapon, coining off to his party without a 
wound. He gained renown by this M^ion, and iu- 
i'pWcd other ; with a generous emulation of follow- 
ing his example. 

'The Jews, at this time, were fo intent, through 
defpair, of doing mifchicf, that they were heedlefs 
of what they fullered, and fet death itfeif at defi- 
ance, if thev had but one life in exchange for an o- 
tijer. But Titus, on tlie other hand, had regard to 
the lives of his men as well as the obtaining of vie- 
lory* and juftlylocked upon anineoniiderate teme- 
rity as another kind of defperation. Nor would he 
deem any exploit truly valiant that was not dirct'led 
by caution or prudence. 

■ 

C H A P. IX. 

■ 

Call or, a hold, crafty, and treacherous Jew, impofes on 
ike Aant.zwty of Tims. AL'ket Ah cfcripe through the 



of the city, which Cciiius hau ravaged before. 

Titus, being now removed to a place they call 
the Camp of the A {Syrians, jjollelfed himfelf of all 
betwixt thai and the v.dley of Cedron, Ibmcthing 
more than a bow-ihot from the (ccond wall, refold- 
ing from thence to began his attack, and accord- 
ingly immediately entered upon it. The Jews 
polled themlel ves upon the walk and made a gal- 
lant reiillance. John, and his par:y- engaged in the 
fortrefs of Antonia, :uid at the w *rth fide of the 

temple > from the fenulchreof Alexander. Simon, II tIlc y arofe, and Gaftor,in behalf of himfelf and the 
and his party, maintained the paflagc from the mo- 
nument of John, the hiffh-prieft, to the £"ate, bv 
which water is conveyed to the tower of Hippicos 
The Jews made fevcral defperate fallies, and 
fouffht clofelv with the Romans a conliderable 



very JiafUfS. Mercy f.t:fapp!:vd^ h id polity. 

TITUS having ordered one of his engines to be 
pointed againfi: the middle of the tower, on the 
north-fide of the . city, it poured in fuch fliowcrs of 
arrows upon thebefieged, that they all quitted their 
pods , but a certain crafty Jew, whole name was 
Caftor, and ten others like himfelf, lay in ambufh be- 
hind the battlements. Being alarmed by a violent 
fhock, thatcanfed the tower to totter under them, 
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~ bo.d time : but the dilciplmcot the latter overcame the 
inexperience ana temerity or the former, who were 



reft, acldrcfled Titus, in the poftnre and language 
of- an imploring* fupplicant, for mercy and pardon. 
The Roman general, from a principle of modera- 
tion anil candour, thinking that the Jews repented 
of their rafliri'efs and obftinacy, ordered a (top both 
to the engine and the archers, anti-give Gait or to 
under/land that he was difpofed to hear what he 



therefore rc pulled with great lofs ; only upon the i bad to offer. The fubtle Jew fubmiflivcly afiiired 
x w*?ZT walls thevhad the better of them. ThcRomanshad 3lini that he defircd nothing foearneflly as a treaty. 

both lorttinc and conduct on their fide ; but the * Uus cordially allented, and told him, that, it ins 



Jews fupported themfelvcsby a kind of defpairing 
ferocity, andahardinefs againfi fatigueand danger. 

- ■ 

7t is farther to he con fide red, that the lews 
fought for life and fafety, the Romans for victory 
and honour ; and they were neither of them to be 



companions. were of the dune mind, he was ready 
_to gram them his pardon. Five of the ten diflem- 
blcd with th rir principal : the other five exclaimed, 
that, while they could die free, they would never 
live.flaves. This occasioning a fnfpenfion of the at- 
tack, Caftor,. hi the. interval, fent privately to Si- 
mon, and informed him that he had now time to 



thvd out ; for approaches, affaults, fallies, and com- 
bats of every kind, were their daily exercifes. They jj deliberate on fnturc.mcafures, as he would delude 
began witii the dawn of the day, and fo continued 

til] night parted them, when both (ides were kept 



•the Roman general ?: uiuler the -pretext of adviung 
thofe of his afibciates, who remained inflexible, to 
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waking; the one from fear of their walls, the other j come into terms of peace 
from fear of their camp m 7 all night in arms, and the 

next morning, by day-light, ready for a battle. II ; " .The artful Jew performed his part with admirable 
The Jews valued thcmfelvcs fo much upon con- Udroitncfsj ^ords were drawn by the contending 

tempt of death and danger that they made it a point 
of emulation, who (hould dare molt, as the only 
way to ingratiate themfelves with their fuperiors. 
Such were the fear and reverence they had for Si- 
mon, that all and every man of his party would have 
diet! at his feet, if he had but faid the word j nay, 
would have been their own executioners. Astothe 
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Romans, they were fo accuflomed to victory, that 
they fcarcely knew what it was to be overcome 5 fo 
that they needed no other incentive to behave gal- 
lantly than experience and fuccefs. Befides, war 
was familiar and habitual to them, by the continual 
cxercife of arms in the ferviee of a glorious empire, 
whicli, with the pre fence and alTiftance'of a martial 
prince, over and above all the reft, could not but in- 
spire them with more than ordinary courage. What 
could bo more infamous than cowardice under fo 

gallant a leader ? Or what more glorious, on the 
other hand, than the bounty and cite em of a leader 
famed for great and noble exploits? Such ardour 
and ambition have trail (ported heroic fpiritsto foar 
to daring attempts almolt beyond human power. 

■ 

There was, at this time, a ttrong body of Jews 



•parties, blows. given, and mcnapparently flain.' Ti-" 
tus,and thofi; about him, were .amazed at the obfti- 
nacy and hardiiicfs of the Jews ; norcbuld they re- 
frain from compafTionating their miferable ftates 
but being upon the. lower ground, they could not 
fee fo diltincfly what was done above. While this 
pa(Tcd, Caitoivbsing wounded with an arrow upon 
thenofc,drew it out, and help it up to Titus> as an 
appeal to him foi'.juftice.. The noble Roman rc- 
fen ted the feeming injury to fuch a degree, that he 
ordered Jofepjhus, who flood by him, to go to Cattor, 
with alfurance, in his name, of amitv and fair ciuar- 



ter. Tofephus be£**£ed to decline the commihfon, 
and dilfuaded his friends from goingupon it, telling 
them, that the pretended fubmiflioh was founded on 
a fraudulent defi^n. Eneas, however, one of the 
deferters to the Romans, undertook to go upon the 
invitation of Caff or, who promifed him a gratuity 
for the execution of his commillion. Allured by 
thefc terms, Eneas halted, and had no fooner put 
himfelf in a pofhire to receive the prcfent, than 
Caftor dropt a huge (tone down from the wall, 
whichEncas with difficulty avoided ; but it wounded 
a fbldicr who ftood near him. ^ r hen Titus, by 
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il;b means, detected the delation, he was convinced 
of the danger of humanity mifapplicd, and, pcr- 
luadctl that rigour was the belt defence agaiull fair 
words and plaufihlc pretences to avengfc himfclf 
upon Caftor and his companions, he ordered the 
engines to he plied with greater violence than be- 
fore. The treacherous accomplices finding the 
tower totter, and ready to link under them, let it 
on fire, and made their cfcape into a vault through 
the very 1 lames. From this lad exploit the Romans 
were as muchaftoniflicil at their rcfolution, as they 
had been incenfed at their treachery. 

Titus made himfelf matter of this part of the 
wall within five days after taking the firft ; ami 
now finding the way open to the fecond wall, he 
drove out the Jews before him, and, withathoufand 
choice men, entered the town, and palled through 
the cloth-market, and other avenues, up to the wall. 
If Titus had immediately demoliflied the greater 
part of this wall, as by the martial law he might 
iiavc done, he would have obtained the victory at 
an eafy rate. But confideringthe mifei-able ftate of 
the Jews, on the one hand, if they flood it out, and 
thefecurity of their retreat, on the other, if they 
were difpofed to fly, he once again relented, in con- 
fidence that they would be duly fenfible of his cle- 
mency, nor treat again with* treachery and ingrati- 
tude, the man to whom they owed the prefervation 
of their lives. 



CHAP. 
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Extraordinary humanity of Titus. Malice and ca- 
lumny of the fattion. The Jews overcome the Ro~ 
mans in an encounter. Titus recovers the day. The 
Romans gain the fecond wall^ but are quickly repulfecL 
Famine a greater calamity to the Jews than the war. 
Titus carries the fecond wall on the fourth day of 
the a/fault . 



:y npHE Roman general, having entered the town, 
«*■ A would not permit his foldiers fo much as to 
0 put to death one prifoner, or fetfire to onehoufe : 
nay, he was fo candid to the very faftion, that he 
left them at liberty to contend the point in difpute, 

provided they did not force or opprefs the people. 
Hepromifed the inhabitants alfo, at the fame time, 
to maintain them in their lawful poffeffions, and to 
reftore to them what had been taken from them. 



Thefe propofals were generally acceptable ; 
fomedefiringthe city might be fpared for their own 
fakes, others that the temple might be fpared for 
the fake of the city. But this humanity and ten- 
dcrnefs was imputed, by the obdurate and relent- 
ed lefs fa&ion, to pufillanimity in the general, whom 
they reprefented as having offered thefe conditi- 
ons, becaufe he was apprehenfive he coidd not 
perfedl his defign of reducing the city. They alfo 
threatened thofe with death whofhould even throw 



ion 



out a hint of a furrender. 

The Romans were no fooner got into the town, 
than the Jews annoyed them by divers means, fuch 
asblockingup the narrow paffes, galling them from 
the tops of the houfes,*and forcing the guards, by 
falliesfrom the walls, to quit their towers, and re- 
tire to the camp. Never was greater confufion 
and outcry than betwixt the foldiers within the 
town in the mid ft of their enemies, and thofe with- 
out the town for fear of their companions within. 
The Jews, being more numerous, and better ac- 
quainted with the bye-ways and fecret paffes, than 
the Romans, had the advantage of them in their 
m en counter ; and the breaches not being wide enough 
en. to march out many a breafl they were fo hampered 
in the crowd, that they would have been cut to 
pieces, if Titus had not come to their relief. J5y 
polling a body of archers at the end of every ftreet, 
and taking place himfelf where there was mo ft dan- 
ger, with Domitius Sabinus for his fecond, (a man 
eiuinentfor his valour,) they held the Jews in play 
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? with their darts and lances, till tliey brought of? 
their men under cover of that divcrfion. Thus 
were the Romans, after gaining the fecond wall, 
again repulfcd. 

The refolute part of the citizens flattered them* 
felves into an opinion, upon their fuccefs, that the 
Romans would never venture into the city again, 
and that if they kept within it thcmfelves, they 
ihould not be any more conquered; But thefe de- 
voted objects feem to have been judicially infatu- 
ated, or they would have condderecf, that the Ro- 
mans, whom they had lately worfted, bore no com- 
parifon, in point of numbers, to thofe with whom 
they had to encounter ; nor did they forefee the 
dreadful famine that approached. They had hi- 
therto rioted on the public, and drank, as it were, 
the very blood of the city. Many excellent mem- Famine 
bers of fociety fell into extreme neceffity, and not gjjjg^ 
a few died even of famine itfelf. But the lofs of 
men of candour and moderation afforded ]oy to 
the fa&ious, who only wiflied fuch to furvive as 
were for carrying on the ruinous war with the 
Romans. The reft they looked upon as an ufclcfs 
burthen, fo averfe were they to their own real 
hitereft. 



The Romans made rinother attempt to recover 1 
the wall which they had failed in before, and for 
three days, without intermiffion; plied tlie affault, 
attack upon attack, and were as valiantly repulfed : 
but, on the fourth day, Titos gave fo furious a 
charge, that they could reiift no longer, and by that rie7che"fc- 

— — - -- - condwall 
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northern part of it, and immediately placed garri- aflauitof 
fons in all the towers to the fouthward. xkt&toju 



Thus car- 



means got poffeffion of the wall, demoliflied thejgjjj] 
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Titus prepares for the profecution of the 
the 



war. 



Tries 

effcB of advice and argument with the JeWs. 
Deputes Jofephus to reafou and romonjlrate with his 
countrymen on the bleffings of peace and rHiferies of 
war 7 as deducihlc from the hifiory of their own na~ 
tion. His generous refignation for the good of his 

country. "~ 
tion. 



The Jews acceffcry to their own dcjlruc- 



> 

A RESOLUTION was taken by Titus to relax 
I\ the fiege for a fhort time, and afford the fac- 
tiousan interval for confiderarion, in order to try red. 
whether the demolition of their fecond wall would 
not render them more compliant, or whether they 
were not fearful of a famine, as the booty they had 
obtained by rapine would not long fuflice them. 
Upon a day of general mufter, he commanded his 
troops to be drawn up, and paid in fight of the 
enemy ; the foot advancing with their fwords 
drawn, and the cavalry with their horfes elegantly JSto^ 
caparifoned. No fight could be fo grateful to the the Roman 
Romans, or fo tremendous to the Jews, who were lI00 P K 
affembled in multitudes upon the old wall on the 
north-fide of the town. The houfes were crouded, 
and the whole city covered with people, gazing at 
this pompous difplay of the power and greatnefsof 
the Romans. A confternation feized the boldeft of 
the Jews, and would probably have brought them 
over to the Romans, had not a con fcioufiief s of their 
provocation and affronts worked them up to a def- 
pair of pardon. Affured, therefore, that immedi- 
ate-death would follow furrender, they rather 
chofe to fall in theconteft ; but it feems to have 
been fo ordered by the great ruling power, that 
the innocent fhould fall with the guilty, and the 
city itfelf with the faction. 

When Titus had paffed four days in muttering 
and paying his army, without any ad: of hoftility, Thefic eJ 
but found no difpofition in the Jews towards peace, rcncwcJ. 
he divided his legions, and began to raife banks at 
the fortrefs of Antonia, near John's monument, in 
order to gain the upper town from that quarter, and 
make himfelf matter of the temple from Antonia ; 
for he knew that, without taking the fort, the city 
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was not to be maintained. At each of thefe parts 
lie raifed banks, each legion railing one. Thole 
that worked at John's monument were annoyed, 
and, in fome decree, obttru&cd by the Idumseana 
and Simon's party, who made occafional Tallies upon 
them; while John's faction, and the multitude of 
zealots with them, did the lame to them that were 
before the tower of Antonia. Tliefe Jews had the 
advantage of the Romans, not only as they Hood 
upon higher ground, but, through conftant prac- 
tice, had attained a perfect knowledge of the ufe 
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Cohort at: 

fephuf to 
the Jews. 



of the engines. They had three hundred engine 
for dartsi and forty for ftones, by which means 
they greatly annoyed the Romans, and impeded 
their defign of railing the banks. 

Titus, however, allured that the city, whether 
laved or deftroyed, would eventually fall into his 
hands, not only profecuted the liege with vigour, 
but tried again the effect of advice and perfuation 
to bring the Jews over to reafon and reflection. 
Being fenfible that exhortation is fometimes more 
prevalent than force, he counfelled them to fur- 
render the city, in a manner already taken, and 
thereby fave themfclves; and fent Jofephus to ad- 
drefs them in their own language, imagining that 
they might yield to the arguments and remon- 
itrancesof their countryman. 

Jofephus, purfuant to commillion from the noble 
and generous Roman, went round about the wall, 
and rinding a place fecure from weapons, and con- 
venient forbearing, delivered himfelf in words to 
the following purport : 

" I am now to befeech you, my dear friends, as 
6C you love your lives and liberties, your city, your 
" temple and your country, let your tendernefs ap- 
" pear upon this occafiou, and learn to be merciful 

TheRo- 



46 to yourfelves from your very enemies 



;j " there i.s no fence a gain (t hunger. Wherefore 
j "you would do well to bethink yourfclvcr. in time, 
" and to take wholfomc advice before it be too late. 
" The Romans arc naturally a generous enemv, 
"ready to forgive and foigct all that is pad, pru- 
" vided you do not carry on the affront to an un- 
" pardonable extremity. They arc not a people to 
" facriiice their interelt to their revenge, and to 
c; charge themfelves with the incumbrance of a dc- 
44 populated city, and a defolated province, hut ra- 
" ther for receiving you with open arms into their 
Ci friendfhip. JJut if ever you come to be taken by 
" ltorm, you mull expect to be put to the (word 
" every man; thofc cfpecially that, in defiance of 
" the emperor's grace and mercy, fhall continue 
"obftinate to the laft. As for your third wall, 
" what have you to look for from it, but the fate 
of the other two that arc gone before? Or what 
if your works were abfolutely impregnable? the 
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very want of bread, as I have before obferved, 
" would do the office of the fword." 

This exhortation had fo little effect upon the ob- 
ftinate contumacious Jews, that they not only de- 
rided and reproached the fpeaker, but difcharged 
weapons at him from the wall. Defirous, however, 
from a principle of genuine patriotifm, if poffible, 
to avert their impending deftru&ion, he proceeded 
thus to expatiate on many hiftorical facts, that he 
might terrify, if he co*uldnot perfuade. 

" Ah miferable and ungrateful wretches, to for- jofeptcj 
cc get vour beft friends, and encounter the Romans 1 l u " hef «- 
"with common weapons, as if the victories you jew. 
" have formerly obtained had been the effect of your 
" own wifdom and virtue ! Can you fay that the 
" Great Creator of heaven and earth ever failed of 
" protecting the Jews when they were oppreffed ? 
" Will you never be wifer ? Do but confider 
" whence you come, where you are, what you arc 
" doing, and how glorious a Protector it is that 
" you provoke by thefe outrages. Do you not call 
" to mind the divine exploits of your illuftrious an- 
cc ceftors, and the wonderful deliverances that God 
" hath wrought for them by the facrednefs of this 
" holy place ? It gives me horror to think of ex- 
"pofing the hiftory of God's miraculous difpenfa- 
" tions to a people fo unworthy of the bleffing; 

" but yet, upon this occalion, 1 fhall difpenfe with 
" that fcruple, to fliew you that the war you arc 
"now engaged in, is not fo much againft the Ro- 
" mans as againft God himfelf. 

" Pharaoh Necho, king of JEgypt, carried away, 
66 with a migty army, Sarah, the queen and mother 
" of us all. You would have thought, perhaps, 
" that Abraham, the hufband of Sarah, and our 
" common father, having, at that time, the cora- 
" mand of three hundred and eighteenlieutenants, 
"and troops innumerable under them, fhould have 
u attempted the righting of himfelf by arms : but 
" he chofe rather to lie quiet ; and offered up his 
" prayers towards this holy place, which you have 
"polluted, to implore God's alliftance. What 
" came of it, but the king's fending the queen 
" back again untouched to her hulband,the fecond 
"night after flic was taken awa.y; the iEgyptian 3 in 
c< the mean while, contracting a veneration for the 
cc place, which you have defiled with the blood of 
" your countrymen, till, in the end, finding him- 
"felf haunted with frightful dreams and vifions, 
" he ported back again to his own country ; but 
cc firft fcattered large donations of gold and filver 
" among the people, in token of the reverence he 
" had for a nation fo much in God's favour. 

" What fhall I fay of our predeceffors tranfport- 
"ing themfelves into A'gypt, their four hundred 
cc years bondage under a foreign tyranny, and their 
" fubmitting withpatienceandrefignationto God's 
" good pleafure, even at a time when they were 
" ftrong enough to have redeemed themfelves by 
" force? If I lhould tell you now how the Mgyf- 
cc tianswereinfefted with ferpents, and tainted with 

" turn will be next, and every day fHll worfe than j "all manner of difeafes ; how the fruits of the 
4f the other: for the calamity is infuperable, and I " earth were blafted, the Nile corrupted, and ten 



pon any thing 
" without pretending to any part or intereftin the 
" communion; whereas, inftead of defending the 
"religion you were brought up in,youare engaged 
" here in a direct confpiracy to fupprefs it. Do you 
" not fee that your ftrength is all beaten down al- 
ic ready, your wcaknefs expofed, your walls de- 
"fencelefs, and that, in this condition, it is mo- 
c< rally impoffible for you to hold out any longer 
" againft fo formidable a power ? Neither is it a 
' ; new thing (in cafe of the worft) for the Jews to 
" be fubject to the Romans. It is truly a glorious 
caufe when liberty is the queftion, provided it 
" be early enough, and before that liberty is either 
" forfeited or loft; but for people to talk of fliaking 
tfc off the yoke, after they have once fubmitted to 
tc it, and continued in that obedience till they bc- 
" came flavesby prefcription, is not the way to live 
" free, but rather to die with infamy. It would be 
" a fcandalous bondagej indeed, to ferve a matter 
Ci that a man of honour would be alhamed to own ; 
• c but it is another cafe to be fubject to a people that 
u have the whole world at their feet. As where is 
cc that fpot in the univerfe that has efcaped the do- 
6c minion of theIlomans,favingonly where extreme 
cc heats or colds have rendered the places intole- 
" rable and ufelefs. Fortune is effectually gone over 
ic to them; and the Great Difpofer of Empires him- 
cc felf hath, in his providence, at prefent made Italy 
<c the feat of the univerfal monarch. Befide that, 
c<> it is according to the fovereign law of nature, 
" that governs iu beafts, as well as in men, to give 
ci wav to the ftronger, and fubmit quietly to the 
" fword. It was this that made your anceftors, 
u though, in power and politics, much your fupe- 
" ricrs, pay allegiance to the Romans; which they 
<c would never have done, if they had not been 
" thoroughly convinced that it was God's will to 
"have it fo. But to what end is it for you now to 
cc difputc a point any longer that is the fame as loft 
" already? For if the walls were yet entire, and the 
" fiege raifed, famine alone would do the work. It 
cc has begun with the multitude, andthe.foldi 
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plagues fucceeded one another, it would be no it 
14 more than what every body knows : but thofe of 
fi " our auccftor.s that God had defigncd to the prieft- 
<c hoot I, were conduced out {life and found, with- j 



44 that were un worthy of liberty, rfaVe* to the Ko- 
4; mans ? When they had held ic out three months, 
4c they furrciulcred the place, though in a niucJji 
44 better condition To defend il than vou arc, and 
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" out cither blood or danger, under the guard of a j[ 44 infinitely fliort of what you arc to account for to 

44 the laws and religion of oiir country. We all 
44 know what was the end of Aiuigoniis, the 
44 of Ariftobulus ; 5n whofc reign the Jews were 
" ]>unifhed with another judicial captivity for the 
46 lins of the people. Did not Herod like wife be- 



1 fpcci.il Providence. 

li So when the Aflyrians forced away from us the 
"holy arks how did Paleftine, Dagon, and the 
" whole nation fare that was concerned in the fei- 
" zure of it ? thcirbowels became putrid, and their 
"pain intolerable; infoniuch that their bowels and 
u blood came away together; .What was the end 
46 of it, but the bringing of the ark back again 
<c to us with the found of rhufical inftruments, and 
u with the fame facrile p ious hands that took it awav 



ct to expiate, in fome degree,' for the wickednefs ? 
" This was the work of God himfelf in favour of 
ci our anceftors, for calling themfclves entirely up- 
"on his Providence and mercy, without having 
ii anv refcourfe to common means. 



king; of Af- 



u What became of Sennacherib, 
"Tvria, and that prodigious army of his, when he 
" fat do wn before this place with the whole ftrength 
u of Alia at his command ? Was he cut oft" by the 
" arm of flefh, or any human power ? No. But 
" when the Hebrews were quietly at their prayers, 
" the angel of God confounded iu one night that 
u mighty army; and the Aflyrian found 185,000 of 
<c his men dead upon the place next morning, and 
u the reft flying in confirmation from theunarmed 
" Hebrews that had no thoughts of purfuing them. 

" You know like wife that our people werefeventy 
u years captive in Babylon, without making any at- 
u tempt towards the recovery of their liberty, till 
u God put it in the heart of Cyrus to difcharge 
"them, and difmifs them to their own country, 
44 where they began to offer facrifices again to God, 
44 as their only deliverer and preferver. To be brief 
" what great thing did our forefathers ever bring to 
44 pafs, either with arms or without, but by God's 
44 particular direction and affiftance in the execu- 
" tion of his orders ? If they flayed at home, they 
tc were victorious without fighting ; it being God's 
44 pleafure that it fliould be fo : and when they 
44 fought in confidence of their own ftrength, they 
44 never fucceeded. For inftance, when the king of 
44 Babylon laid liege to this city, our king Zede- 
" kiah gave him battle, contrary to the advice of 




" prifoner, and the deltruction both or city and 
" temple before his face ? Do but obferve the dif- 
<c ferencenow betwixt the moderation of thatprince 
u and people, and yours* The prophet told them 
44 plainly, that they were fallen under God's dif- 
4C pleafure for their wickednefs ; and that, if they 
44 did not deliver lip the city, it fliould be forced 
u from them by afTault; yet for all this foreboding, 
a neither prince, or people, offered him any vio- 
lence. To fay nothing of what pafles within 
"your walls, (an iniquity, in truth, not to be ex- 
44 preiTed,) I fhall only take notice how barbaroufly 
" I myfelf have been treated by you both in words 
44 and actions; and what is my crime, I befeech you, 
44 but thehoneft liberty of telling you your faults, 
44 and advifingyoufor the beft I 



44 It was much the fame cafe too, when Antio- 
44 chus 

44 Our forefathers, having by many ways incurred 



called Epiphanes, laid liege to this city 



God's high difpleafure, prefled the enemy to a 
battle, without waiting for his Divine direction 
<f and affiftance : the Jews were totally defeated, 
44 the town taken and pillaged, and the fanctuary, 
44 for three years andfix months, wholly abandoned. 
44 In few words, what was it but the contumacy of 
our own people that firft irritated the Romans 
againft the Jews ? Whence are we to date our 
4c flavcry but from our own feditious countrymen ; 
44 when the two factions of Ariftobulus and Hyr- 
eanus, in an ambitious heat of competition, 

44 brought Pompey into the city, and made the Jews, | 
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hege Jerufalem with the affiftance of Kolius, a 
4C Roman general, and at the head of a Roman ar~ 
44 my? After fix months the town was reduced,. 
44 and rilled by the enemy, as a jnlt judgment upon 
4 the party for their iniquities. 



44 Enough has been faid to fiiew that this way of 
*' arms and fieges hath ever been fatal to our brc- 
44 thren ; and that the end of fuch a war would be 
44 certain ruin. Therefore it feenis reafonable to 
" me, that thofe, who are in pofleflion of this holy 
44 place, fliould entirely fubmit themfclves to the 
44 conduct of God's providence; who will never be 
u wanting to them that fcrve him; and keep his 
44 commandments. Bflt you lead lives in direct op- 
44 pofition to his holy will, leaving undone what 
44 you are commanded to do, and doing what you 
"are forbidden; How much have you nlore to* 
44 anfwer for, than thofe that you have fecn taken 
Cc off by a vindictive juftice in the career of their 
44 wickednefs? As for the fecret fins of theft, fraud, 
44 treachery, and adilltery, you look upon them as\ 
44 trifles. But you value yourfelves upon oppref- 
44 fion, murder, and other fins of the firft magni- 
44 tude, that were hardly ever heard of. Nay, you 
44 have made the holy temple itfelf the fcenc of your 
44 wickednefs; a place fo facrcd, that the Romans 
44 themfelveshave a veneration for it,notwithftand- 
4C ing the inconfiftencies of their religion : yet this 
44 place, that the very Romans have fo great are- 
44 verence for, is polluted and blafphemed by thofe 
44 who have been trained up to the temple worfhip. 
. 44 With what face now can you pretend to expect ai- 
44 fiftance from a power that you have fo daringly 
44 provoked I But taking it for granted that yon are , 
44 juft, humble, and righteous, and your hands as 
44 clean as our king's were when he ftrctched them 
44 out to implore fucconr from heaven againft the 
44 Aflyrian^ and when the return of his prayer was 
44 the next night, the utter ruin of the enemies army, 
44 if you will have it that the Romans behave them-' 

(ft that 



it you will have it that the liomans behave 1 
< 4 fclves as the AfTyrians did, you may cxpcdl 
44 God will deal with them after the like ma 



nncr. 



But this is quite the revcrfe ; for the Aflyrian 
44 compounded for a fum of money to fave the city, 
44 and then broke his oath, and fetfireto the tcm- 
44 pie : whereas the Romans only demand a yearly 
44 tribute; and no more either than what had been 
4c paid them formerly time out of mind. Let this 
44 be made good to them, and the temple and city 
44 have nothing to fear : you fhall enjoy your fa- 
4C milies, your liberties, and your eftates, with the 
free exercife of your religion, and under the re- 
gulation of your own laws. You mult be fran- 
44 tic to imagine that God will treat tyrants and 
<c murderers, and men of moderation and juftice, 
44 alike, cfpecially when punifhment and vengeance 
44 are but the work of a moment to the Almighty. 



cc 
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4 'The AfTyrians, you fee, were deftroyed the 
44 firft night they came before the town j and if it 
<4 had been the will of God to fet the one free, and 
44 tochaftifc the other, he would have poured down 
44 his wrath upon the Romans as he did upon the 
<c AfTyrians; either when Pompey firft forced Je- 
44 rujfalem, or Sofius after him ; or when Vefpa- 
<4 fianharrafled Galilee; ornow,atlaft, upon the at- 
44 tack of Titus. 



from heaven; and 



But neither Pompey or Sofius 
cc met with any fignal oppofition f 
44 they both fucceeded in their enterprizes upon the 
" place. As for Vefpalian, he advanced himfelf to 
"the empire upon the credit of the war he made 
44 upon us 

44 miracle, wrought in favour of Titus ? Siloam, 
44 vou know, and other fountains without the city* 
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And what do you think of (almoft) a 
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tc were drawn fo lovi before Titus < ami hither, that 11 more, from a fuppofhion that thry had concealed 
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ct water was hardly to be got for money ; but fince 
14 his arrival here, the fpriugsarc grown fo quick 
"again, that there is fufficietit for the Humans for 



it. The indication, whether they had any or not, 
was taken from the bodily (late of thefc niillrahle 



w 



retches. If they were in good cafe, they fuppofed 



4< ail manner of purpofes; and not only for them- they were in no want of food; if wafted, they went 
" (elves and their cattle, but for the gardens too. oil' without further fearch. Xor did they think it 



tv The fame thing happened at the time when the 
c * king of Babylon, before-mentioned, marched up 




c< have been comparable to that of the prefent age; 
tc but it looks as if God had abandoned his own 
Ci houfe and people in favour of the e nemy. Make 
<c it the cafe now of the matter of the houfe, with a 
" vicious and debauched family. If he be a virtu- 
cC ous man he will drift his quarter, and never en- 
*' dure to be under the roof with that fort of people. 
cc How can you imagine then that God will coun- 
tc tenance your abominations? An all*feeing God, 
cc that fearches your inmoft fouls, and reads your 
<c thoughts in their very conception? But, alas! you 
"have no refcrves, but make your very enemies 
cC confidents of all you do. You live in a kind of 
" competition who (hall be mod abominable, and 
" value yourfclvcs upon an oftentation of wicked- 
"nefs." 

" God is not inexorable to thofc that confefs their 
c mifdoings, and truly repent j which is the courfe 



t; that you mult take, if ever you hope for mercy 
<c Wherefore caft away your arms; let your hearts 
<c bleed for the judgments you have brought upon 
Ct your country. Do but look well about you, and 
il confidcrthe beauty of the place, the glory of the 
" city, and the majefty of the temple, that you are 
"now about to betray, with the inettimable mafs 
<c of trealure that is there depolitcd, in donations 
tc and oblations from all quarters. Can any man 
" have the heart to think of expoling thofe magni- 
" ficent curiofities to fire and pillage ? or of feeing 
" thofe excellencies deftroyed, which, of all things 
" under the fun, are be(t worth preferving ? If 
iC you were not harder, and more infenfible, than 
" (tones, this reflection would move you : or, if 
" nothing elfe will work upon you, bethink your- 
" felves of your parents, your wives, your clril- 
"dren, and your families, that are atthisinftant 
Cc upon the brink of perifhing, either by famine or 
cc the fword. It will be faid perhaps, becaufe I 
<c have a wife of my own, a mother and a family, 
cc (of fome credit formerly) concerned in the com- 
ic mon hazard, that it is for their fakes, and my own 
u intereft, that I give thiscounfel; but if either the 
" facrificing of their lives, or mine, or both, may 
" conduce to your fafety, I am ready to deliver up 
"all, upon condition that you will be wifer and 
" honefter after my death/* 
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This recapitulation ofhiftorical events was heard 
by the factions with the fame unfeeling difregardas 
forgo- the prececding exhortation; but the multitude were 

difpofed to defert to the Romans. Accordingly, 
fome of them fold what they had, and even their 
mod valuable efFedis, which they had treaftired up, 
for a trifling confideration, and (wallowed down 
pieces of gold, for fear of being robbed in their 
way, by which they fupplied themfelves withnecef- 
faries when they got over to the Romans. Titus 
gave many of them free liberty to go whitherfoever 
they would, which was a great inducement to them 
to defert, as they were thereby not only freed from 
the miferies they endured in the city, but al(b from 
(Iavcry to the Romans. John and Simon, with 
their faftions, however, as carefully watched their 
exit as they did the entrance of the Romans, and 
death was the immediate confequence of the lead; 
ihadowof a fufpicion. 



The mife- 
ries of the 
Jew* Jaily 
increafc. 



The rage of fadion,and the pinch of famine, in- 
creafed daily. No man appeared publicly : the plun- 
derers fc arched private hou(es,and,if they foundany 
corn,abufed the tenants fordenying them what they 
had: if they found none, they abufed them the 



ncceffary to put fuch to death, as they would foon 
die of themfelves with famine. Many, indeed, fold 
what they had for one meafurc,that is, of wheat, if 
the richer fort, but of barley, if the poorer. When 
they had fo done, they fi:ut themfelves up in the 
molt retired part of their houfes, and cat what they 
purchafed; fome without grinding, through extre- 
mity of want; and others making bread of it, as nc- 
ceflity or fear dictated to them. A table was no 
where (pread for a regular meal; but they fnatched 
the bread out of the fire half baked, and devoured 
it moft greedily. 

A more (hocking fpedtacle never prefented itfelf 
to human view, where the (tronger had more than 
(ufficient, and the weaker were bemoaning abfolute 
want: (tarvingbeingccrtainly of all deaths the moft 
deplorable, as it takes away all fenfe of lhamc, ten- 
derne(s, andrefpedt. Wives tore the meat from the 
mouths of their huflbands ; children did the like by 



their parents; and, what was yet more barbarous, 
mothers by their infants, taking from them, as they 
lay languiQiing in their arms, the very laft fupport 
of life. Nor could this be done fo privately but 
fome one was (till at hand to take away that from 
them which they had taken from others. Wherever 
they fawa houfe fliutup, they concluded there was 
food within, and therefore broke open the door.ran 
in, and took the meatfrom them by force, as they 
were rapacioufly devouring it. They had mercy for 
neither age or fex; but beat the old men who ofFer- 
ed to defend what provifion they had got ; and 
dragged the women by the hair for endeavouring 
to conceal the laft trifle. Nor did fucking infants 
efcape their fury, but were torn from the bread, 
and dafhed againft the ground ; fo that children 
and grey hairs had the fame quarter. But, if pof- 
fible, they were more barbaroufly cruel to thofc 
that prevented their coming in, and had actually 
(wallowed down what they were going to ficze up- 
on, as if they had beenunjufrly defrauded of their 
right. Theyalfo invented dreadful torments to 
difcover where any food was; and a man was for- 
ced to bear what is too horrid to relate, in order to 
make him confefs that he had but one loaf of bread 
or that he might difcover an handful of barley that 
was concealed. All thefc cruelties were perpetrated 

not from the compulfion of hunger, which had 
been fome degree of palliation, but merely to keep 

their favage practices in exercife,as rapine and mur- 
der were the very foul of their exifteuce. 

This was the treatment the common people fuf- 
fered from thefe tyrannical guards; but perfons of 
dignity and opulence were carried before the ufurp- 
ers themfelves. Some of them were put to death 
for trcafon, and a delign of betraying the city to the 
Romans, upon the teltimony of falfe witneflcs; and 
this was fure to be one of the articles, that they had 
an intention of going over to the enemy. Thofe 
whom Simon had pillaged were carried to John, as 
John's prifoners were to Simon, as if they had been 
carouling together, and (baring the prey between 
them. The contention was, who (hould be upper- 
mod, though they wereperfedtly well agreed in the 
methods of their tyranny and ufurpation. They 
divided the fpoil they took ; and it was deemed an 
unpardonable crime in every one to deprive his 
companion of his moiety, as it was his juft claim 
according to contract. 

It would be needlcfs to recount the iniquities of 
thefe mifcreants, or the miferies of our nation at 
this time : to be brief, therefore, I am perfuaded 
there never was fo wretched a city and people upon 
the face of the earth. In order to palliate their in- 
humanity to Grangers, they reviled the very name of 
the Hebrews, and confefled themfelves^ as in truth 
they were, (laves and vagabonds. At length they 
laid the city in aflics; nay, the very burning was-in 
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clfeu, their own act, as they forced Thus, againfl: 
his jiicliiialiou, upon thefe cxtrcmctics. As the 
upper town was in flames, the Romans indicated a 
p-enc rotis companion ; but not aiigliwas heard, or 
a tear fecn, among ft the hardened Jews, 
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The Jews arc crucified before t he walls of the city. In- 
fiances of their -malice and re folia ion. The Romans 
raife four mighty works in jeventeen days. Tin- jews 
let fire to the bulwark. The Remans are driven from 

. their works, arid their batteries defiroyed. A fharp 
encounter ::pon mounting > r .'.e engines, 
defpair of carrying his p/rnt. 



Titus begins to 



THE banks .were: now far advanced, notwith- 
(landing the Roman foldi^rs had been much 
annoyed from the Avails. Titus then fen tout it party 
of horfe, and ordered them to lay in ambu'fh for 
thofe Jews who went abroad for : provifipns. . Xhc 
greater part of thefe were poor people, who were de- 
terred from deferring by the concern they were in 
for their relations ; nor durft they take their fami- 
lies with them for fear of adifcoVery. Hunger 
had rendered them defperatc,fo that they went out 
and fell into the amaulh of the enemy. When they; 
Tr;];* 5 found themfelves hampered, they were compelled 
jS^.'by neceflity to fight, through fear of fome punifh- 
c-iiii inent worfe than death itfelf: belides,it wasnow too 
^ii hC lateto think of filing for mercy. In fine, they were 
overpowcred ; ;and,afterbeingexpofed to all manner 
of torture, they were crucihed. in fight of the be- 
ficgctV. Titus was not gratified by thefe rigorous 
proceedings; but he did not think it fafe either to 
difcharge fo many obftinate prifoners, whom he had 
how at mercy j or fpare men enough to look' after 
them from the fervice of the army. He like wife en- 
tertained hopes that the terror of fuch examples : 
might move them to bethink themfelves, left it 
fliould come to be their own cafe. They were all 
crucified, but in feveral ways and poftures : fo trie 
to exprefs rage, others hatred, and others cbiitenipt 
and mockery. The number of unhappy perfbns 
thus put to death was fo great thut room was Want- 
in o- for the crofies. 



I« nun* 
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So far was the horror of this dreadful fcene from 
foftening the faction, that it produced a contrary ef- 
fect. The friends and relations of the fugitives,rmd 
thofe who had but the leaft: inclina tion to peace, were 
dragged out to the walls, in order to file w them what 

they had to truft to that went over to the Romans, 
while they endeavoured to perfuade them that the 
men they faw in chains were not prifoners of war, 
but deferters that fued for mercy * This device kept 
many from going off till the truth came to be 
known ; though fome immediately efcaped to the 
enemy to avoid ftarving, which, on a comparitive 
view, appeared much the more miferable death of 
the two. 

Titus, upon this, caufed feveral of his prifoners 
hands to be cut off, and fent away to John and Si- 
mon in fuch a plight, advifingthem, at the fame 
time, to put an end to the war, without forcing him, 
upon the deftrudlion of the city ; as it was not yet 
too late, upon a feafonable fubmiflion, topreferve 
their lives, their country, and the temple* Titus, 
however, at the fame time advanced his works, 
quickening and encouraging the men, being refol- 
ved very fuddenly to folio w thofe works with effect, 
and gain his point by foree, if he could not com- 
pafs it by reafon and perfualion. 



'tche 



lJa i iceanJ The factious Jews, notwithftanding their defpe- 
" n ratefituation, caft out curfes from the walls againit 
bothVefpafianandTitus; declarcd,oneandall their 
contempt of death; and how much dearer their li- 
berties were to them than their lives. They had the 
hardinefs to add, that, provided they could plague 
the Romans, they cared not what became either of 
themfelves or their country, which Titus afiured 
them were in danger of perilling. As to their tera- 
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jf pic, they looked upon the world to be a much more 
magnificent llructurc ; but made no doubt of its 
being preferred by him that inhabited therein, hi 
dc/pitcof all the threatening* of the enemy. 

AutiochusEpiphaucs, in the mean time, came up 
with a train of armed troops; one company of which 
was com po fed of nu n in the prime of life, accou- 
tcrcdand difciplined alter theMacedonian manner, 
from whence they took the name of Macedonians. 

■ 

Of all the princes that were ever fubje<ft to the 
Roman empire, the king of Comagcua was un- 
doubtedly the. molt profnerous and fuccefsful for 
the former part of his life j but, in his latter days, 
his fortune forfookhini, and verified the old adage, 
" That no man can be prpnounced happy before 
death." He had a fon of a martial enterprising 
fpiritj robuflr, firm, and. daring to the utmolt de- 
gree of ralhnefs. This fori bbferved, upon a certain 
occafion,thathc wondered theitoiinans flood trifling 
before the walls, and did not pufii the attack with 
vigour, Titus replied, that the way was openj and 

haano fooner uttered thefi? words, than Antiochus 
.led up his Macedonians to tlie aflault, and gave 
proof both of his valour and conduct in the adtion. 
But his feleft company were almoft all killed or 
wounded- Having boalied before of the feats they 
would perform, they could not in honour recede. 
From this it was evident that Macedonian courage 
would never conquer without Alexander's fortune: 
fo that they were forced to given p tlie attempt, and 
bring off the remainder of the men as they could. 

The Rbmans began to raife their banks on the 
twelfth clay of the month A^temefius, and finiflied 
them On the twenty-ninth; after they had laboured 
hard for feventcen days; for there were now raifed 
fotir great banks. There was one at the fortrefs of 
Antonia, raifed by the fifth legion, over againfi the 
middle of the Struthian pbcfl:"- There was another 
caft up by the-twclfth legioii', within twenty cubits 
of theformer. The tfeiVrh legion, which was riiore 
confiderable than theothertwo, threw up another 
work to the north*, oppofitcf the pool called Aniyg- 
dalori; and'at thirty cfcbiti from the h\ft was ano- 
ther, raifed by thefifteehth legion, not far fromthe 
monument of John-, thehigh-prieft. 
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Thefe. works were no fooner finiflied than John 
caufeda mine to be wrough.t under that which look- 
ed towards Antonia, and feveral wooden props to be 
fet up along.rhe trench to keep the weight of the 
earth above from falling,plaiftcring the wood-work 
, with a bituminous matter that would take flames 
immediately- John had ho w.np more to do than to 
fet fire to.jhe pillars, which, whcn.the props where 
ofon^^brouffht down the whole bulwark with a molt 
hideous i^pife.. There, was jno fire to be feen at nrlt, 
but only a fmo the ring dull and {'moke, till the flame 
burlt through all oppolition>and flic wed itfelf . This 
. was fash a furprize to the Romans, that they were 
mucb!|^pia.rrafred as to.their future proceedings, ef- 
pecialiy^s it would anfwer no purpofe to quench 
the fire when the ramparts were gone. 

Two days^fter this, Simon and his party, made 
an attemptVodeftroy the other banks, where theRo- 
manshad planted tlicir engines, and began to play. 
There was onejepthanis, of GalileejMegaifarus, a 
domeftic of queen Mariamne, and one of Adiabena 
the fon of Nabatanis, who, from an accident, was 
called Agiras, which fignifies, lame. Thefe three 
with torches in their hands, flew directly to the ma- J t lciin*o 
chines, and breaking through the enemies troops the 
with no more concern than if they had been among engines, 
their friends, fet lire to them, and, in defpite of all 
oppofition with darts and arrows* purfued their de- 
fign till the engines were allin a flame. Thefe were 
reputed three of the braveft men that appeared in 
that war. 

Upon the mounting of the fire, the Romans dif~ 
patched a detachment from tlie camp to the relief of 
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clcavouring to put a flop to the fire. The Homans 
tlitl all they could to favc their engines, the covers of 
thembcing contained already. The Jews ventured 
into the very flames to hinder them, and would not 
let go their hold, though the iron-work was burn- 
ing hot. The fire palled from thence to the rani- 
parts, nor could it be prevented. 



The Romans at 



length, finding themfelves cncompaiFed with flames 
and no hopes left of laving the works, withdrew 

into their camp. The Jews had fo many reinforce- impractability of calling up any more banks for 



mended a ftriA guard to prevent the Jews from 
bringing provifions into the city, as a famine would 
do the bufinefs of the fvvord without ftriking a 
blow. 

Titus, indeed, did not think it honourable to con- 
tinue inactive at the head of a formidable army; nor 
was he for lighting with apcople fo bent upon their 
own deltrudtion. He pointed out to the council the 



want of materials, and the difficulty of encompaf- 
fing the whole city with his army, on account of its 



mcnts out of the city,that the increafe of their num- 
bers rendered them more and more prcllingand in- - „ % , , , 
conliderate; infomuch, that, in the heat of their mngnitude,htuation,and the (allies they hadrcafou 

" • to expeti: from the enemy. For though they might 

guard the known paflages out of the place, yet the 
Jews, when they found themunder the greateft em- 



fuccefs, they advanced to the very campitfclf, and 
attacked tlie guards. 



The office of thefe guards, accordingto the rule I barrairment, would find out private convey ances,as 

" " being well acquainted with all the different avenues; 

fothatcarryingprovifionsby ftea1th,the fiege would 



of the Roman difcipline, was to do duty by turns, 
and relieve one another; and not a man, upon pain 



of death, without mercy, to quit his port under any be confiderably protradled. He confefled his fear, 
pretence whatfoever. Thefe people, having this || that delay would dnmnWh the honour of the con- 
charge before-hand, either to fall like men of ho- 
nour, or fulfer an infamous death as deferters,made 
a gallant refiftance, and brought fevcral of thofe 
back a«*ain, who, betwixt fhame and necellity,had 



abandoned theirftations,aud, with their engincs,put 
a Hop to the excuriions of the Jews from the city. 
They made their fallies without any guard of de- 
fence for their own fecurity, encountering all they 
met at a venture, and cafting themfelves as frantic 
upon the enemies pikes. It muft be confefled that 
the Jews gained more upon the Romans by a rafli- 
nefs and fool-hardincfs than by real courage ; and 
that thellomansjon the other hand, gave way rather 
to the outrageous boldnefs of the Jews, than any 
apprehenfion of mifchief they could do them. 

Titus, at his return from Antonia, where he had 
been to find out a commodious {pot for advancing 
his attacks, feverelyreprimandedthefoldiers for fuf- 
fering thcmfclves,after gaining the enemies works, 
to bediftrefled in their own, and, in a manner, be* 
{ieged by thofe that were no better than prifoners 
themfelves. Upon this, with fome of his choice 
troops, hefurrounded the Jews, and charged them 
in the flank, while they, on the other fide, main- 
tained their ground with amazing intrepidity. This 
encounter raifed fuch a dufl: and clamour,that there 

onthl" bf was not ^" m S to ^ cen or h eai "d diftincftly, nor 
tooiVntin^* friend or foe to be knownafunder. Neither were the 
ot'ihcca- Jews thus obftinate out of any confidence in their 
s ' n " 5 ' ownftrength, but out of defpair of fafety ; while 

theRomanswercfoenragedontheotherfid'e, betwixt 

the punctilio of military honour, and the regard 
they had for the perfon of their general, which was 
then in danger, that, if the Jews had not retired into 
the town jufb as they did, they had undoubtedly 
been all cut to pieces. But the Romans were greatly 
chagrined at thelofs of their bulwarks, and to find 
it the work of but one hour to deftroy what had 
colt fo much labour and time in railing. .This dis- 
appointment, together with the difmouttting of 
their engines, caufed them to defpair of gaining 
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N this fituation of affairs Titus called a council 
of his great officers, to give their opinion and ad- 
vice rcfpe<fting future operations. The moftrefo- 
lute and active were for a general aflault, and fall- 
ing on with the whole army ;obferving,that hitherto 
nothing had been done but in fkirmifties and parties, 
and that if once it came to a main action, the Jews 
would never be able to Hand the Ihock of the very 
darts and arrows. The cooler,and more conficlerate 
part were for renewing and repairing the ramparts. 

Others were for having no works at all, and recom- j 



queft ; and therefore gave it as his opinion, that if 
they aimed at expedition, joined with fccurity,they 
mult run up a wall round the whole city, by which 
means all excurfions would be prevented, and the 
Jews compelled either to deliver up the place in the 
extremity of their defpair, or, weackened by pinch- 
ing want', into an incapacity^of defending them- 
felves. He added, that this Ifrould not hinder him 
from giving orders for repairing the works, more 
efpecially when the fituation of things fhould render 
itneceflary; butthat,at the fame time, the difficulty 
of the projeA refpe&ing the wall fhould not deter 
them from undertaking it, as great things were 
to be brought about by exertion, and the affift- 
ance of an Almighty Power. 



Thefe arguments prevailing with the council, Tm ^ 
Titus gave orders to his officers to attend immedi-otj«u« 
ately to the eredting this wall, and to enter upon jj^f 
it with a regular diftribution of the whole army into 
their proper Rations. The word was no fooner 
given, than the foldiery feemed tranfported intoa 
generous emulation of out-doing one another; for, 
after mealuring the ground, and dividing the le- 
gions, the fame fpirit of competition ran through 
the whole body, infomuch that each foldier was am- 
bitious to pleafe his decurion, each decurion his 
centurion, each tribune his fuperior officer, and all 
this in fubordiuation to their noble general, who 
was fo intent on the defign, that he furveyed the 
whole works, by taking his rounds feveral times 
every day. 



The wall was begun at a place called the camp of x&eeodi 
the Aflyrians, where Titus took up hisquarters,and ^ 
carried forward to the lower Cenopolis, and fo by 
the way of Ccdron to the mount of Olives, which 
was enclofed,on thefouth,as far as the rock Perifte- 
reon, together with a neighbouring hill that over* 
looks the vale of Siloah. From thence it turned a 
little to the weftward, and fo on to the valley of 
the fountain. It then went on to the fepulchre of 
Ananus,the high-j)rieft, and fo enclofing the moun- 
tain where Pompey hadformerly cncamped,turned 
again to the northward, and went to a village called 
Erebinthonicus, took in Herod's monument to- 
wards the eaft> and there joined one end to the other 
where it was begun. 



The compafs of this wall was nine and thirty fur- 
longs. Thirteen forts were built on the outfide of it, 
the circumference of each amounting to ten fur- 
longs. That which might have required fome 
months, was complcated in three days ; fo that it 
might be deemed a work of incredible difpatch. 
When Titus had encompafTed the city with this 
wall, he pofted guards upon it every night under 
arms. He went the firft round himfelf, Tiberius 
Alexander went the fecond, and the commanders * 
of the legions the third. The foldiers and the 
watch flept by turns, fo fome or other were ftill 
upon the guard in the forts all night. 
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jl famine among (I the Jt\vs y attended with a 
mortality, Ike Romans make ojlentation of their 
plenty ', to reproach the Jews, ia their extreme ncccj- 
fity. Four ramparts raifed at the tovr+r of Antouia 
Lirgcr than the former. 



rpHE Jews, by the railing of ibis wall, were 
JL not only cut off from all hopes of efcape, but 
driven to the utmod degree of defpair by a moll 
outrageous famine, thatfweptaway whole families. 
The houfes were drcwed with carcafes of wo- 
men and children, ::::d the narrow lanes with the 
bodies of old men that lay dead there ; while the 

younger part ofthv inhabitants wandered about like 
fhadows, being wholly emaciated through hunger.. 
There was no burying the dead. Some wanted 
ftrength to perform the office, others wanted will, 
as beingdifcouraged partly by the great number of 
them, and partly by an apprehenfion that their own 
turn might be next. Some expired in the very act 
of burying others ; and fbme haftenedaway to the 
grave before their time, to enfiire a retting place 
while they were yet living. Yet, in the extremity 
of all this mifery, there was not heard fo much as a 
groan or an outcry, as all other paflions were ftifled 
in the pain of a tormenting hunger. Thofe that 
were ready to expire .flood gazing, with dry eyes and 
ghaftlv looks, upon fuch as were gone to reft before 
them. The city was wrapt in profound lilence, and 
enveloped in a kind of deadly gloom. But the mod 
deplorable part of the calamity was the infolence 
;»nd brutality of robbers, who broke into houfes, 
put to death all they met with, dripped them, and 
made wanton fport with their naked bodies* If 
any one called for an hand or a fword to difpatch 
him, the kind office wasrefufed, and the fuffererleft 
to perifh by famine. As they came to the point of 
death, they directed their eyes towards the temple, 
grieving to the heart that they fhould leave thefe 
mifereants among the living, who had fo abomina- 
bly prophancd that facred place. 

When the feditious were no longer able to endure 
the ftench of thecarcafes,they gave orders for their 
interment at the public charge ; but, for want of 
room to difpofe of them, thefe monftcrs in inhuma- 
nity caufed them to be cad down headlong from the 
walls into the valley, which was fo horrid a fpedla- 
cle, that Titus, upon taking the round of the place, 
finding the ditches fo infe&ed with pcftilential va- 
pours, dretched out his hand in an appeal to hea- 
ven, that it was againd his will to have it fo. Such 
was themiferable date of the city at that time. 

While the fadlion was thus pent up within the 
walls, and laboured under the complicated calami- 
ties of famine and defpair, the Romans palled their 
daysin cafe andjollity,and were abundantly fupplied 
with provilions from Syria and the neighbouring 
provinces. Some of them, from an invidious oden- 
tation of their f lores, came up to the very walls, to 
augment the w 



:s on the one fide, by expoling the 
plenty on the other. But all this had no effect upon 
the infenlible hearts of the feditious, infomuch that 
Titus, in pure compaflion to the remainder of a mi- 
Icrable people, refolved to expedite the caftingup 
new works as much as pollible. The only difficulty 
was the providing materials, for the wood near the 



city was cut down already, fo that they were now 
forced to fetch timber, for a fecond fupply,at ninety 
furlongs didance from the place ; and there were 
four ramparts erected at the fortrefs of Antonia, 
larger than the former. Tituslodno time. and ren- 
dered his difpatch apparenttothc faction; butthey 
went on without remorfe, as rcgardlefs of them- 
felves as others, and delighting in whatever was 
derogatory and fliocking to^human nature. 



C H A P. XV. 

Simon caufes Matthias to be put to the to;- t::rc 0 and af- 
terwards to be majfacrcd, by Ananas ^ upon the bodies 
of his three fans. Ananias is put to death , -wd the 
No. 37. 



father of J ofephus made a ptifvner. Judas fay* a 
plot to dejhoy Si wtm, Stn.m jhrpn.ics the town. 
J ofephus ivw.iided, and reputed to oe jinn. Js ref- 
cued by Titus, <n::l 1 ecovtr* . '/he J vws Jwallow their 
gold. Two thor.fand ripped up ia one night. Vitus 
is alarmed at Jo hut rid an outrage. Force of the love 
J of money. 

Hp HE tyrant Simon, having firft put Matthias to 
£ the torture, afterwards put him to death, not- 
withitanding lie got poff'efliou of the city through 
his means. This Matthias was the fon of Boethus, 
a pried in high edeem, and uuiverfally beloved by 
the people. The multitude were didreffed by the 
zealots; and, upon John's joining them, Matthias, 
moved the calling in Simon to their aflidance, 
but without thenccelfary caution of previous con- 
ditions. Simon was no fooner in polfeffion of the 
town, than he treatedMatthias as one of his grcated 
enemies, and imputed the advice he gave to grofs 
Kimplicity and overlight. Upon this pretence Mat- milUiAS 
thias was arraigned, and accufed of holding cor-andhis 
refpondence with the Romans ; and fentence of^ntemnk 
death was palled upon the father and his three fons, to die, 
(the fourth having efcaped to the Romans,) with- 
out fo much as hearing what he had to offer in hi:; 
own vindication. ' * 

The only favour this venerable bid man had to 
defire of Simon, in return for the obligation of let- 
ting him into the town, was, that he might die fird 
himfelf; but the inhuman monder refufed that grace 
and commanded the father to be executed lall, to Thcfocher 
keep him fo much the longer in pain. Matthias, in ITponthe 
the concluhon, was put to death upon the bodies of bodies of 

i-i r 1 • 1 1 i* t ^ 1 * ™ »^ ls three 

uis three ions, and in the light of the Romans, ac- foos. 
cording to Simon's order to An anus, the ion of Ba- 
madas, the mod barbarous of all his party. Nor 
did he content himfelf barely with the execution of 
this detedable fentence, but, in a frolic of infolence 
and derifion, when he was jud upon the point of 
drikingthe droke, reviled the old man, by telling 
him he might now fee whether the Romans, to 
whom he intended to go over, would fend him any 
fuccour to bring him off.- In fine, to confummate 
the inhumanity, the bodies were all refufed burial, 
by the fpecial command of Simon himfelf. 

Ananias, a pried, the fon of Mafbalus, nobly d C— Various 
fcended, and Arifteus, anative of Emmaus, and fe- flau « htcrs 
crctary to the ianhedrini, with fifteen men of rank, niihrnentt; 
were all put to death. The father of Jofephus was 
made prifoner, and proclamation ifiiied that no 
man Ihould prcfumc to affociate with him upon 
pain of death; 

It fell out after this, that Judas, the fon of Judas, 
an otficcr of Simon, and commander of one of the J"^ 1 *** 
turrets, feeling for the opprcifion of a miferable d&roy° 
people, and anxious at the fame time for his own fe- simou - 
curity, took occafion to addrefs a feledl party of his 
mod trufty friends upon that fubjeel, to the follow- 
ing purport: cC How long (hall we crouch under the 
ct burthen of this tyranny? or what hope of fafety 
ct can we have in the fervice of fo mercilefs a mon- 
ci dcr ? We have fword and famine to encounter ; 
" and the Romans, in a manner, in pofTeflion of the 
u city. Simon, of all men living, is the vileft and 
<c mod ungrateful: the Romans, on the other hand, 
c< are men of faith and honour; fo that we have only 
cc to deliver up the walls,ancl preferve ourfelvesand 
C6 our country. Nor lias Simon any caufe of com- 
cc plaint, unlcfs it be that he will be brought to 
"judice a little fooner than he expected." 

The friends of Judas being prevailed on by thefe 
arguments, he fent the red of thofe that were under 
him feveral ways, to prevent thedifcovcry of hisde- 
lign; and, about the third hour of the day, called out 
to the Romans from the turret, and gave them to 
underdand the refolution they had taken. Some 
gave no credit to it ; others were for delaying the 
matter, from an alfurance they fhould get poffef- 
iion of the city in a fhort time without hazard. But 
as Titus had jud drawn Ionic troops up to the wall, 
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^fiction was thus pent up within the 
'<»ouri*d under the complicated calami- 
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hunts from Syria and the neighbouring 
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i other. But all this had no effect upon 
i ik hearts of the feditious, infomuch tliat 
*j£ couipadion to the remainder of a mi- 
refolved to expedite the calling up 
much as podible- The only difficulty 
'tiding materials, for the wood near the 
j; i down already, fo that they were now 
|*«h timbcr,for a fecond fupply,at ninety 
fAmcc from the place ; and there were, 
it erected at the fortrefs of Antonia, 
the former. Titus loft no time, and rexx- 
j . muIi apparent to the faclion; but they 
%|out rcmorfe, as regardiefs of them- 
pjupt, and delighting in whatever was 
> .id (hocking to mi man nature. 




c: a a p. xv. 
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father of Jofcphu; made a pit [oner, Judas hiys a 
plot to dejhoy Sin/M. o.v/, ,// jnr;,n zc$ the town. 
Jofephus wounded ', aud repotted to i/e j!*iu. 1$ rcf- 
c tied by Tit My and / ecoveri . The J cms J wallow their 
gold. Two thwafand ripped up in one night. Vitus 
is alarmed at Jo hut rid an outrage, force of the love 
of money. 



UE tyrant Simon, having fir ft put Matthias to 
X the torture, afterwards put him to death, not- 
withitaiuiing he got podefliou of the city through 
his means- This Matthias was the fon of Boethus, 
aprieft in high eftccm, and univerfally beloved by 
the people. The multitude were diltreifed by the 
zealots; and, upon John's joining them, Matthias 
moved the calling in Simon to their afliftance, 
but without thencceflary caution of previous con- 
ditions. Simon was no fooner iii pofleffion of the 
town, than he treatedMatthias as one of his greateft 
enemies, and imputed the advice he gave to grofs 
(implicit}' and overlight. Upon this pretence Mat- Matthias 
thias was arraigned, and accufed of holding cor-?ndhis r 
refpondeiice with the Romans j and fentence of^^J^ 
death was pafied upon the father and his three fons, iodic 
(the fourth having efcaped to the Romans,) with- 
out fo much as hearing what he had to offer in his 
own vindication. 



The only favour this venerable old man had to 
defire of Simon, in return for the obligation of let- 
ting him into the town, was, that he might die fir ft 
himlelf; but the inhuman monfter refufed that grace 
and commanded the father to be executed laft, to Tjie f ath ; r 

kt* r> ii i - - jt murdered 

eep him lo much the longer in pain. Matthias, in upon the 

. the conclufion, was put to, death upon tlie bodies °^ huflbrwc 
J his three fons, and in the light of the Romans, ac- root, 
cording to Simon's order to Ananus, the fonofBa- 
madas, the moft barbarous of all his party. Nor 
did he content himfelf barely with the execution of 
this deteftable fentence, but, in a frolic ofinfolence 
and derilion, when lie was juft upon the point of 
ftrikingthe ftroke, reviled the old man, by telling 
him he might now fee whether the Romans, to 
whom he intended to go over, would fend him any 
fuccour to bring him off; In fine, to confummate 
the inhumanity, the bodies were all refufed burial, 
by the fpecial command of Simon himfelf. 

Ananias, a prieft, tlie fon of Mafbalus, nobly de- Variom 
fcended, and Arifteus, anative of Emmaus, and fe- ana^u-" 
cretary.to the fanhedrim, with fifteen men of rank, nijhmen«; 
were all put to death. The father of Jofephus was 
made prifbner, and proclamation iliued that no 
man Ihould prefumc to aflbciate with him upon 
pain of death; 

It fell out after this, that Judas, the fon of Judas, 
an officer of Simon, and commander of one of the J^* 1 ^* 
turrets, feeling for the opprclHon of a miferable deftroy 
people, and anxious at the fame time for his own fe- SlIDOU 
etirity, took occafion to addrefs a felecT: party of his 
moft traft y friends upon that fubjedt, to the follow- 
ingpiirjSort: u How long (hall we crouch under the 

4 1 burthen of this tyranny \ or what hopeoffafety 
" can we have in the fetvxce of fo mercile fs a mon- 
tc fter ? We have fword and famine to encounter ; 
€t and the Rofnans, in a manner, in pofTeflion of the 
<4 city- Simon, of all men living, is the vileft and 
<c moftungrateful: the Romans, on the other hand, 
c< are men of faith and honour; fo that we have only 
cc to deliver up the walls,aml preferve ourfelvesand 
tc our country. Nor has Simon any caufe of com- 
u plaint, unlcfs it be that he will be brought to 
<c juftice a little fooner than he expecStcd." 
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The friends of Judas beingprevailed on by thefe 
arguments, he fent the reft of thofe that were under 
him feveral ways, to prevent the difcovcry of hisde- 
lign; and, about the third hour of the day, called out 
to the Romans from the turret, and gave them to 
underftand the refolution they had taken. Some 
gave no credit to it ; others were for delaying the 
matter, from an affurance they fhould get pofTef- 
lion of the city in a fliort time without hazard. But 
as Titus had juft drawn fomc troops up to the wall, 
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conquerable. Other pallion* 'r. wc c ertain bounds 
while that alone is unlimited. When a people arc 
given up to a fpirit of reprobation, the ordinary 
means of r ccuricy turn to their deftnictiou ; lb that 
what Titus lb feverely prohibi ted in public, was 
ncverthefs executed upon the Jewifh defertcrs in 
lecret. Their cultom wn.:, upon any fti phives 
coming over, fir ft to make lure that, none of the 
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ans fliould be within light, and then diffect 



Simon at that inftant furprized the town, killing 
the guard in the fight of the Romans, and threw the 
dodics down the wall. 

While Jofephus was going round the city, and 
doing the Jews his beft offices, by encouragement 
and advice, it was his fortune to be wounded by a 
(tone from the battlements, upon which the Jews 
made a defperate fally, and would have carried him 

off prifoncr, if Titus, at that inftant, had not fent j them for the execrable booty- This horrid practic 
a party to his re (cue. During this fkirmifh they 
bore OtT Jofephus before he was well recovered 
from the lhock of tlie blow, fo that the faction ex- 
ulted in the hope of his being (lain. The rumour 
pafled current through the city ; and gave the in- 
habitants infinite concern for the lofs of their me- 
diator, and patron among ft the Romans. The tid- 
ings of the death of Jofephus being brought to his 
mother in prifon, fhe told her guards (lie had heard 
the fame, and Ihould never fee him more. ir 



nn ill po» 



at length terrified the Jews from deferting, and 



kept them from going over any longer to the Ro- 



mans 



C H A P. XVI. 



In fiances of Johrfs facrikge. The 



of the Jews is 



Upon 

this occafionthe women condoled withher ; and (he 
deplored her own misfortune, that, in bearing a 
fon, whom (he hoped would have buried the mo- 
ther, (he was now deprived of the power of perform- 
ing the funeral rites for her fon. The report, 
however, did not long give his mother pain, nor his 



extirpated. Six hundred thoufand dead bodies carried 
out of the city. 



"THTTHEN John could no longer plunder th 
VV pie, he had recourse to facrilegc, app 



ating to his own ufe and fervice feve 



! peo- 
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and oblations confecrated for the worfhip of God 



foes pleafure ; for the danger of the wound was in hU hol temp l e . f uch as cups aides', tables, to* 
quickly over; and, upon returning to his po(t, he 
gave the feditious to underftand, that they fliould 
pay dearly for what they had done > while he exhort- 
ed the people to continue their allegiance to the 
Romans. The light of Jofephus animated his friends 
as much as itdifpirited the faction. 



In this extremity feveral defer ters went over to the 
Romans. Some leapt the wall, and made their ef- 
cape that way ; others got off under colour of pur- 
fuing the enemy with (tones. But, inftead of avoid- 
ing one calamity within the town, they fell into a 
worfe without ; and the furfeits they contracted by 
gorging in the Roman camp, were much more mor- 
tal than the famine they left at home ; for being 
empty, and puffed up with a droplical .diftemper, 
without a prudent reftraint on their appetites, they 
were in danger of burfting. But the moft mifera- 
ble circumltance remains yet to be related. 



There was a fugitive furprized, among the Sy- 
rians, in the very a£l of fearching for gold that had 
been fwallowed and pafled through him. Now the 
faction put all to the fearch ; and there was fuch 
plenty of gold in the city, that as much was now 
fold (in the Roman camp; for twelve attic drachms, 
as was fold before for twenty-five. But when this 

l ?f 0 in to contrivancc was dif covered, the Arabians and Syri- 
gec the ans ript up two thoufand of their bellies, in one 

wain their n *fi>kt, for their treafure, which was one of the 
bellies. * greateft barbarities the Jews ever fuffered. 



gether with the vcflels which were prefented by 
Auguftus and his emprefs, who held that (acred 
place in the higheft veneration. But this mifcre- 
ant, on the contrary, prophancd it, and (h ipped it, 
of the very bounties of (trangers ; encouraging his 
afTociates to take all manner of liberty with holy 
things, and aliedging, that it was reafonable thofe 
who fought for the temple (hould live by it. He 
made no fcruple of diftributing, amongthe people, 
the facred wine and oil that was refcrved in the 
inner part of the temple for facrifices ; and as John 
made the distribution, the multitude took their 
parts of it, drinking and anointing without any dif- 
ficulty. I cannot relate thefe circumftances without 
horror : and I am perf haded that if the Romans 
had delayed calling thefe abandoned wretches to 
account any longer, this city would either have 
been deluged by water, or fwallowed up by an 
earthquake, or deftroyed like Sodom, by thunder 
and lightning ; the Jews, if pofliblc, being more 
abandoned ; infomuch, that, for their notorious 
profligacy the whole race of them was extirpated. 
It would, indeed, he endlefs to recite the feveral in- 
ftances of their mifery. 



Titiu is in 
cenfed at 
this prac- 
tice. 



Titus was fo enraged at the brutality of this 
action, that he had certainly ordered every man 
that was concerned in it to be put to death, if the 
number of the guilty had not been fo much greater 
than that of the {lain. Hereupon he called his of- 
ficers together, both Roman and auxiliaries, and 

entered into an expoftulatory reproof with them on 
the fubject. He aiked if it were pofTible that any 

Roman foldier could be guilty of fo unmanly a 
cruelty for an uncertain advantage, and not blufli 
at the thought of fo infamous a purchafe ? Turning 
to the auxiliaries, he demanded, if they thought it 
reafonable, that the murder and inhumanity of the 
Syrians and Arabians, in a foreign war, fliould be 
imputed to the Romans i 



But as fomc of his own foldiers were fuppofed to 
have been guilty of this infamous practice, he 
threatened death, without mercy, to any man that 
fliould prefumc, in future, to commit fuch outrages; 
appointing the legions alfo, at the fame time, to 
make ftrict fearch after all fufpe<5ted pcrfons, and 
bring* them before him to ftand their trial. Ava- 
rice, however, overcame all fear of punifliment, 
and a vehement defire of gain appeared to be un- 



Manneus, the fon of Lazarus, who had the com- 
mand of one of the city gates, gave them the^ 0 ^ 
following account : that, from the time of the Ro- t&\i\jt 
man army's encampment before the town (that is lhecil I- 
from the tenth day of the month Xanthicus, to the 
firft of the month Panemus) there pafled through 
that gate 115,000 dead bodies > and this was no 
more than what fell to his (hare to notice by virtue 
of a commiflion for that purpofe , befides thofe 
that were buried by their relations, or, in other 
words, thrown out of the city ; for there was no 
other mode of burial. 

After this, upon the computation of divers men 
of rank who came over to Titus, there were no lefs 
than 600,000 poor people carried out of the gates ; 
belides others innumerable, that, for want of friends 
to remove their carcafes out of the city, where piled 
in heaps, and (hut up in large houfes. Wheat, at 
this time, was eftimatedat a talent, or medimnus, 
.the bufliel ; and, fince walling up the city fo clofe, 
they were cut off from all proviflon, and brought 
to that pinch of extremity, that they were glad to 
fearch the common fewers for fuflenance, and to 
feed upon the moft naufeous articles. The very 
relation of thefe calamities drew pity from the Ro- 
mans ; but the faction in the city, who fa wand felt 
their fufferings, were wholly infenfible that their 
own rebellious obftinacy had been the caufe. They 
pcr(ifted under the fatality of a blind infatuation, 
that led them into the irreparable ruin of them- 
felves, their city, and their country- 
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CHAP. I. 



Thc^Jews proceed to carry on a civil war. Jerri* 
fa/em and its environs defolatcd. The Romans are 

terrified by by the Jcws 9 who attempt firing their 
engines, bat fail* The Romans attack the tower of 
JnC;.r.: \ \vhi:h is gallantly defended by the. Jews. 
The Rmiahs fall to mining. Titus harangues his 
army. Sab inns Jignaliz.es Aimfeif by his bravery. 




HE miferies of Jcrufalem daily increafbd ; 
and the faction became more and more 
fierce and turbulent, as they became more 
and more wretched ; the famine now prey- 
iiijv upon great and fmall, without diftindtion. The 
multitude of carcafes, that lay in heaps one upon 
another, afforded an horrid fpe'&acle, and produced 
apeftilential ftench, whichhindered them from ma- 
king Tallies out of the city upon the enemy but all 
this excited in them neither terror or pity ; fo that af- 
ter deftroying one another, they proceeded in their 
endeavours, tooppofe the Romans, asProvidence 
had deemed them to deftruction ; for they did not 
contend fomuch from any hope they had of victory, 
as from a degree of rage and defpair. 

The Romans were greatly diftreflTed for materials 
to finifh their works : however by means of cutting 
down all the woods within ninety furlongs of the 
city, they raifed their platforms in the fpace of one 

Never was a more difmal reverie 



a " d twcnt y da y s t 

initio- ot appearance than the prelcnt. 
tc • " was once deemed a paradife, was now become a de- 



That fpot, which 



fcrt ; and, inftead of the moft beautiful contry upon 
the face of the earth, for curious gardens and fruit- 
ful plantations, not a tree was left (landing or any 
thing to be feen, but the marks of difolation and 
ruin ; infomuch that ftrangers could not forbear 
weeping tofee the difference betweenthe former Jc- 
rufalem and the prefent ; for war had fo defacedits 
beauty and glory, that it was hardly to be known ; 
and the place that was once fo peculiarly diftin- 



mounted, to prevent the danger of a breach . But The jewi 

" fail in their 
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guifhed for its grandeur, was flow nothing more 
than a fcene of difolation. 

Upon finifliing the works, the Jews and Ro-' 
mans were equally folicitous for the event. The 
Jews were either for diftroying them by one de- 
cifive effort, or lofing thecity ; and one difapoint- 
nient on the other hand, would put them out of 
condition to repair them ; for no more wood could 
pofiibly bejirocured, and the foldiers were liarafled 
out with fatigue of the f ervice. The Romans, how, 
ever were more afflicted for the calamity of the city 
than the Jews themfelves, who maintained ther re- 
folution in fpite of every thing. When the Romans 
found themfelves over- reached by ftratagein, their 
inventions eluded, the wall proof againlt their en- 
gines, and themfelves foiled at every manoevrc, 
their courage failed, cfpecially as they found they 
had an enemy, that, inftead of linking under the 
preflure of faction, famine, and war; rather ga- 
thered fpirit from the opposition. They inferred, 
from their bravery, in defiance of every difadvant- Thc 
age, that they would atchieve wonders if they had mans arc 
fortune on their fide. From thefe conflderations the 
Romans doubled their guards. 

John and his party, in the caftic of Antonia, did 
all that could be done, before the 



engines were 



gines 



it was only labour loft ; for the defign they had of atcemptsto 
fetting fire to the engines was fruftrated. In facfl, cn 
they wanted union and vigour, and fo were forced to 
a retreat. As the Jews fell ftiort of themfelves on 
the one hand, fothe Romans exceded themfelves on 
the other, in planting fb ftrift a guard on the bul- 
warks, that there wasnopoflibility of doingany ex- 
ecution by fire : befides they were refolved every 
man to die upon the fpot. rather than fubmit to fb 
irreparableja mifchief, as the lofing of that poft. No- 
thing, indeed , couid put foldiers more on the mettle, 
than to fee brave men deluded, their courage Raffled 
and injured by an audacious temerity, military dis- 
cipline and experience confounded by popular out- 
rage, and the Romans, in fine, worfted by the 
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Jews. Wliile the Jews advanced, the Romans were 
ready with their darts to encounter them ; and the 
forcmoft that fell, not only hindered his next man, 
but the exemplary danger of the one ferved as a 
warning; for the other. Some of thofe that prelfed 
uponthe enemies weapons, were furprizedat the dig- 
nity of the Roman order ; others at their numbers ; 
and fome again marched oft* with their wounds. At 
The jews length they reproached oncanothcrfor their cowar- 
cal'h other. dice, and retired without doing any thing. 

The attack was made upon the firft day of the 
month Panemus ; and the Jews having now re- 
treated, the Romans advanced with their engines 
towards Antonia, in defiance of all they were able 
to do by lire, fwords, ftoncs, and all other imple- 
ments of hoftility. Though the jews depended 
much upon the ftrength of their walls againft the 
battery of the engines, they exerted their utmoft 
efforts to keep the Romans at a diftance from fix- 
ing them. The inference they drew from this ex- 
ertion of the Jews was, that they were confeious to 
themfelves, Antonia was in danger, and this appre- 
henfion was the caule of it. They continued the 
battery, and the wall flood hitherto firms but the 
Romans fortifying themfelves, under the defence 
of their bucklers, againft the weapons from above, 
they applied themfelves to digging and minings 
and when, with indefatigable labour, they had 
loofencd four ftones under the foundation of the 
work, they be took themfelves, when night drew on, 
to reft. In this interval that part of the wall which 
John had undermined for the deftruction of the 
former works, fell down on a fudden. This unex- 
pected accident alarmed both parties. The Jews, 
who had reafon to be troubled at it, efpecially when 
they might have forefeen and prevented it, were 
yet in as high (pints as if Antonia had been ftili 
(landing ; and the joy of the Romans, on the other 
hand, for an accident that appeared fo feafonable, 
was as quickly daflied upon the fight of another 
wall, that John had carried up within* the former ; 
only the latter fcemed to be theleaft defenfible of 
the two, both as the ruin of the one facilitated the 
palTage to the other, and as the work of the new 
wall could not yet be fo firm and fettled as that of 
Antonia, But no one durft fcale it, from a con- 
viction that whoever attempted to fcale it mutt 
certainly be killed. 

Titus now confidering that the alacrity of fol- 
dicrs in military exploits was to bp excited by hopes 
and fair words, and that exhortations and promiles 
frequent lycaufe men to forget the hazards they run, 
and fometimes to defpife death itfelf ,fummoned the 
flower of his army, and thus addrefled them : 



Ad.irefs or 44 My bra ve fello w-foldiers, there can be no room 

1 8 " f° r encouragement where there is no danger. 
44 Exhortations are more properly for doubtful 
4< cafes, wherein all brave men will advife them- 
44 felves. It will be a hard work, I muft confefs, to 
44 matter the wall we have here before us ; but great 
44 fouls are given us for great and glorious exploits; 
44 and death is deferable, when it is followed with 
^ 44 immortal fame for a reward : befides, it (hall be 

44 my care to reward thofe thatdeferve it. In the 
44 firft place, I would have you think of that for 
44 your encouragement, that works a contrary ef- 
<c feet upon others. I mean the infuperablc pati- 
44 encc and conftancy of the Jews in the worft of for- 
44 tunes. What can be more ignominious than for 
44 the militaryllomans, that ftudy warin peace, and 
44 are fo wont to conquer, that it is almofl natural 
44 to them to be vi&orious ; for thefe, I fay, to be 
44 beaten out of their ftrength and courage by the 
44 Jews ; and at the end of the day too, with God's 
44 providence mo ft evidently on their fide, and the 
44 enemy nothing to fupport them, but the fury of 
44 their own extravagant defpair ? befides, that they 
44 fuffer daily under the judicial vengeance of God's 
44 high difpleafurc in our favour : witnefs their fac- 
tions, famine, ficge, and the ruin of their walls, 
44 even without battery ; which are but fo many de- 
44 durations from heaven againft them, to our ad- 
44 vantage. It will not become us, therefore, to 
44 crouch to our inferiors 'ami to caft off the Divine ^ 



tc 



44 protection. Shall the Jews, that have been 
44 trained up to flavcry, and couiequcntly have lit- 
44 tie or no credit to lofe upon that account > (hall 
44 thefc people, I fay, have the bravery to charge 
44 into the middle of the Roman troops, and look 
44 death in the face, rather than run a rifque of the 
4; fame condition over again ; and all this in a frolic 
44 of oftcntation and vanity, without the lean; hope 
ct or profpeeffcof fuccefs ? And (hall we, on the other 
44 hand, that arc effectually the lords and mafters 
44 of the univerfc, and in a manner entitled to a 
" right of conqueft, fiiall we, 1 fay, lye (till and in- 
44 active, without fo much as one bold attempt up- 
4c on our adverfaries, waiting only in our arms, till 
44 hunger and fortune fhall give up the enemy, 
44 without any difficulty, into our hands ? It is but 
44 taking Antonia, and the town is our own. Or, in 
44 cafe we fhould meet with any refiftance from 
44 within, (which I do not cxpecft,) it would not be 
44 worth mentioningjforthe advantage of thehigher 
44 ground lays the enemy at our feet, without all 
44 hope of recovery. I do not take upon me here 
44 to celebrate the hiflory of thofe heroes, that, 
44 having ended their days in the field of battle, 
4C yet live in the memory of future ages to perpe- 

44 tuity. As for thofe worthlefs wretches that think 
cc of going down body and foul into the grave tc- 

44 gether, I wifli them a death fuitahie, to fo abject 
44 a mind. Since death is inevitable, and that the 
44 fword, compared with any difeafe, is the eafier 
44 death of the two, how mean and degenerate a 
44 cowardice would it be to withdraw the ufe of a- 
44 life from the fervice of the public, which is an 
44 indifpenfable debt to nature, and a man's coun- 
try ? 

44 This may look, perhaps, as if I took the ftorm- 
44 ing of this wall to be certain death ; but refolu- 
44 tion is above danger ; and he that fears nothing, 
44 defpairs of nothing. The fall of the firft wall 
44 has opened a way to the reft ; and the fecond will 
4£ beeafily over-borne, if you do but encourage and 
44 fupport one another : only ftand firm, and your 
44 very numbers will do the work : and who knows 
44 at laft, but you may carry your point without 
44 blood too ? You are to prepare, however, for a vi- 
44 gorous oppofition, and to allure yourfelves, that,, 
44 upon any advantage, either by itratagem, or by 
44 force, they will never be able to withftand us. 
44 As for him that firft mounts the breach, it fhall 
44 be my care, whether he lives or dies, to crown 
44 him with honours and rewards." 

This addrefs of the general caft fuch a damp upon 
the foldiers, that only one perfon was animated by 
it. His name was Sabinus, a Syrian by birth, 
one of the guards, and a man eminent both for cou- 
rage and execution. He had not a military appear- 
ance, being fliort in ftature, and of a wan com- 
plexion, but poffefled a foul capable of valiant en- 
terprizes. This man, bowing to Titus, thus ad- 
dreffed him : 44 I do here tender myfelf to the ge- 
44 neral as the firft man to give the afiault. May the 
44 refultanfwer my good will. If I fhould mifcarry 
44 in the attempt, 1 fhall have the honour of laying 
44 down my life for my mafter, which renders it in- 
< 4 different to me whether I live or die/ 1 

Upon thefe words, with his fword drawn in his A rtlorft 
right hand, and his fliield over his head in his left, 
he advanced towards the wall about the fixth hour Sa Mk 
of theday, with a train of eleven men, that followed 
him purely in emulation of his magnanimity. Sabi- 
nus, in thisaftion, encountered the enemy's weapons 
with a refolution more than human ; and feveralof 
his followers were wounded in the attack : never 
thelefs,hepreficd forward, amidft darts and arrows, 
till he had well nigh mounted the wall, and forced 
the lews to abandon their ftationfor fear of a rein- 
forccment of greater numbers to overpower them. 
But,alas! an accident fruftrated this heroic attempt; 
for, when this valiant foldicr had nearly gained his 
point, he was unfortunately overborne by the fall • 
ofaftone. Thenoifc alarmingthe Tews,thev looked 
behind, and finding Sabinus lying alone", they all 
fell upon him with their darts. lie defended hira- 
fclf upon his knees, with his buckler over his head, 
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as long as he could, and avenged himfelf upon his 
enemies with his fword, killing fome, and wounding 
others, till, in the end, being able to ftrike no Ion- 
o-er, he breathed his laft covered with wounds. 

The valour of this man deferved a more propiti- 
ous fate, though he died as great ashelived. Three 
of his companions were dafhed to pieces with ftones 
from the top of the wall , and the remaining eight 
were carried off wounded to the camp. This acti- 
on happened upon the third day of the month Pa- 
nemus. 

CHAP. JL 

The Romans march up to Antonia^ find the guards jteep- 

them. 
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SHORTLY after this, twenty of the Roman van-^ 
guard upon the works, the enfign of the fifth 
legion, two horfemen, and a trumpeter, made a 
filent march over the ruins up to Antonia, in the 
dead of the night, without any oppofition, and find- 
the enemy's advance guard faft afleep, flew them, 
got pofleffion of the wall, and ordered the trumpet 
to found Upon this alarm the reft awoke, and 
fled without waiting to fee what numbers had en- 
tered the place ; but, betwixt fear and fancy they 
took it for granted they were very ftrong. 

Titus, upon intelligence of this exploit, put him- 
felf at the head of a chofen band, and advanced up 
to the ruins. The Jews were fo ftartled at this fui 4 - 
prize, that fome of them made for the inner tem- 
ple, and others towards the mine that John had 
wrought to fupplant the Roman works : .but the 
two factions of John and Simon giving up all for 
loft, if the Romans ftiouid once get into the tem- 
ple, there followed a fierce and obftinate conteft 
before the very doors of the place ; the one fight- 
ing for life, the other for vidtory. .Lances and 
darts being of no ufe on either fide, the matter in 
difpute was decided by the fword . 

In this confufion they fought at random ; the men 
being intermixed one with another, without order 
or difcipline, by reafou of the narrownefs of the 
place ; and a medley of outcries prevented their 
hearing any word of command. The flaughtcr 
was great on both fides, and the ground covered 
with arms and carcafes. There was no toom either 
to fly or purfue ; but, as they had the better or the 
worse, they advanced or retired, exulting on the 
one hand, and lamenting on the other. There was 
a neceflity for the front of both armies either to 
kill or be killed, for there was no diftance left be- 
twixt them for a retreat. 

The battle lafted ten hours j that is, from the 
ninth hour over night to the feventhnext morning. 
The furious obftinacy of the Jews carried it 
from the refolution and condudt of the Romans ; 
and happily for them it was fo, as their laft adven- 
ture was at ftake. But the Romans were content, 
for the prefent, with getting pofleffion of the tower 
of Antonia, with only one part of their army 5 for 
the legions upon whom they chiefly depended were 
not as yet come up. 
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THERE was in the Roman army one Julian, ii 
native of Bithynia, and a centurion. He was 
a man as eminent for dauntlefs refolution and mar- 
tial flail, as any that had fignalized themfelves in 
the courfe of the war. Standing by Titus at the 
tower of Antonia, and obferving the Romans give 
way to the Jews, he took an opportunity of leaping 
°n a fudden into the thickeft of the enemy, and 
gave them chace in his lingle pcrfon up to the in- 



• * 

The multitude fled 



nermoft court of the temple; 
from him in crowds, being, a.s it were* thunder- 
ftruck at fuch aniazing exertions of ftrength and 
refolution, which feenied to them to be more thai! 
human* 

Julian purfuedhis courfe ; fome he overturned j 
others he overtook, and put to death ; nor, indeed, 
was there any light that appeared more wonderful 
in the eyes of Titus, or more terrible to his enemies; 
But this gallant man was at length hiriifelf purfued 
by fate, which, as mortal, lie could not efcape ; for 
having his flioes fliod with iron riails^ according 
to the fafhion of other foldiers, as he wasrurihino- 



on the pavement near the temple, he flipt, and the 
Romans, upon the clafh of his armour, brake into 
an outcry, fearing he might have done himfelf a 
mifchief. The Jews fell upon him at the fame time 
with fwords and darts, while he fenced himfelf with 
his buckler ; but, as he attempted to rife, he was 
borne down by multitudes. Such were his valour 
and Agility,- that, even at his length upon the 
ground, they had fome difficulty to difpatch him, 
till at laft, through lofs of blood, and none to fuc-Hcis 
cour him, he gave up the ghoft* 

■ 

■ 

Titus was deeply affe&ed to fee fo brave a man 
made fo public and deplorable a fpeclacle, and 
efpecially tofind himfelf under an utter impofflbility 
of faving fo valuable a life. There were others, in- 
deed, who might have relieved him, if they had had 
the courage to attempt it. Julian, in-fine, after a 
long ftruggle with human frailty, and teaviirg fe- 
veral of his murderers Grounded behind him, de- 
parted this life to his immortal honour both with The Ro- 
friends and foes. The Jews at laft carried off the ™>"^ 1 ! 
dead body : and, after giving another check to the ronia. 
Romans,ftiut them up in the tower of Antonia. 
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der of the Idumseans ; and of the zealots, two brc 
thrcn, Simon and Judas, thefons of Jair. 
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Titus gives orders for the demolition of the tower of An- 
tonia. Provokes John to an engagement. Jofephus 
reafons with the Jews according to com m ij fion from 
Titus Memorable inftance of the piety and prudence 
of Jechonias. The fate of Jcrufalem near at hand. 
The Jews are punifljcd by the hands of the Romans. 
The general and whole army of the Romans hold the 
temple in veneration. 

TITUS now rcfolving to g*ive orders to his fol- Ti . ti ^ sc j CJirj 
diers to dig up the foundations of the tower the way for 
of Antonia, to make a ready paflage for his army, h,, * rmy ' 
called for Jofephus, and (being informed that on 
that day, which was the feventeenth of the month 
Panemus, the folemnity of their daily facrifice could 
not be performed for want of a congregation, and 
that the people were much troubled at it) fenthim Provokcs 
a fecond time upon the fame errand. The purport John to an 
of it was, <c that if John was inclined to fight, he meo^ - 
might bring what-numbers he pleafed, and put mat- 
ters to the decifion of a battle, provided only that 
the city and temple might no t be expofed tothe com. 

mon ruin, and that he would ceafe to prophane the 
name and worfhip of the Almighty : or, if lie was 

defirous of reviving the religious fervices that had 
been for fome time difcontinued, he might appoint 
which of the Jews he pleafed to officiate 

■ 

Jofephus, not thinking it fufficrent to acquit him- 
felf of this commiflion to John alone, mounted an 
eminence, and then communicated to the multitude 
the pleafure of Titus, in the Hebrew language, and 
in the loudeft tone of which he was capable, beg- 
ging the Jews to have compaflion on their coun- 
trj', and prevent the burning of the temple before 
it was too late, by folemnizing their prayers and fa- 
crifices as formerly. The people kept a melancholy 
filence upon theoccafion j but the tvrant John, af-. 
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ter reviling' Jofephus with the bittereft invectives, 
fuperadded this irony, wC That there was no dan- 
ger of Jerufalem, if it was the city of God. " Jofe- 
phus interrupting him, thus replied : 

jofqmus. " Douhtlefs you have made confeience of keep- 



tcr-.rctcrof u lug every thing pure and holy, and of paying 



fa&ion fpread a report, thr 4 t thefe deferters were Thc fa 
flain by the Romans, to deter the reft from making !K& 
their efcape. This device fuccecded once a<nim rc f? Jt » 
as before ; but Titus, being aware of the defign, Z^u 
recalled them from Gophnc, and ordered them to ?^0Vt^ 
take the tour of the walls whh Jofephus, and /hew 
themfelves to the town, which brought over more 



ilxchc^Vhc " y our duty to that God from whom you pretend profelytes to the Rofcaans tlian ever. As they wer 
pcopi^tD kt to look for help. What would you think of that aflemblcd upon this occafion, they {tood before th 
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man, but as the worft of enemies, that fliould rob 
tc you of your daily bread ? Yet, at the fame time, 
" you make no difficulty of robbing Almighty God 
4t of his daily facrifices and oblations.. What is 
cc your quarrel with the Romans, but for (landing 
*' up in defence of your own laws and worfhip, 
4C which you yourfelf fupprefs ? Never was there fo 
u miferable a change in religion and ftate ! ^tra-n- 
4t . oers and enemies to do the office of vour beft 
tc friends ! and the Jews themfelves more cruel than 
" barbarians one to another ! As in the inftance of 
" Jechonias, king of the Jews, who* when the Ba- 
a bylonians made war upon Jerufalem, cjuittsdthe 
cc town upon choice before it was taken;, and gave 
" up himfelf, mother, and relations, for ho'ftages, 
tc to five the holy city and temple from being laid 
fcC in afhes. The name and honour of this prince. 
4t frauds upon record to this day, in an anniverfary 
a folemnity to the memory of that illuftrious a&i- 
tc on. 1 cannot recommend you to a riiore perti- 
Cc nent or feafonable precedent. Let your diftrefs 
4C or offence be. what it. will, my life for yours the 
c < Romans will pardon it.. Wherefore confider well 
- cc with yourfelves who it is .that advifes you, what 
Cc they are^to whom I pafs. this proinife, what moves 
" me to it, :and in whofenamel undertake it. Hea- 
44 ven forbid that I fhould ever fubmit to .be fo 
4C mean a flave as to forget what I owe to the place 
<4 of my nativity, and to. the laws of .my country. 
44 After all this, what do I get for my good-will, 
cc butfrefh iridignaties, railings, and injuries ? Yet 
cc all this is hot fo bad asldeferve, for endeavouring 
44 to preferve a fort of people that fate and Pro vi- 
44 dence are. refolved to deftroy. What can be 
Cc clearer than the frequent predictions Wtf meet 
" within hiftory, pointing; at the deftrtrition of this. 
4C miferable city ? and that the time of it is near at 
t£ hand, when the Jews, are tfearing out the hearts 
u one of another ? This is fo far come to pafs, that 
44 not only the houfes, but the temple, are polluted 
41 with the blood of your own tribes. What is all this 
- c but the divine judgment of God, punifhing the 
4C Jews by the hands of the Romans, which will 
c< probably end in purging the city by fire l" 

Jofephus was interrupted by an overflow of tears, 
which caufed the Romans to companionate his af- 
fliction, and admire his humanity : but the more he 
lamented the deplorable ftate of his country, the 
more implacable were John and his confederates 
ngainft the Romans, as wpll as defirous of getting 
Jofephus into their power. But his addrefs had 
great influence with the better fort. Many of the 
faction alfo, finding the cafe delperate, and giving 
upallforloft, would have gone over to the Romans, 
but durft not ftir through fear of their own guards 
MAny of Others there were who took opportunity of eluding 
ihiprinci- the vigilance of their companions, amongft whom 
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were the high-priefts, Jofeph and Jefus, the three 
fons of Ifhmael, who was beheaded atCyrene, four 
fons of Matthias, andonefon of another Matthias, 
who made his efcape to the Romans, after Simon, 
the fon of Gioras, had put the father and three of his 

recdvej fly f° HS to c 'eath, as before-mentioned. There were 
ccuvc . ni an y p er fons of condition that deferted with the 

piucfts, who were gracioufly received by Titus Cce- 
far, but fent away to Gophnefor the prefent, with 
a promife of large pofleffions to be diftributed 
amongft them at the end of the war, Titus gave 
them this aflignment apart, to avoid the uneafinefs 
of mixing with people of different manners, laws, 
and cultoms : and they were highly pleafed with 
their allotment. 

When they were all withdrawn to their colony, 
and none of them feen any longer in the city, the 



Romans, and prcfling the faction with importuni- 
ties and lamentation, in treated them either to re- 
ceive the Romans into the city, and deliver their 
country, or otherwife quit the temple, to prevent 
the firing it, which the Romans .would never agree 
to but upon the laft extremity. Thin rentlcred the 

fadtion more outrageous againfl the fugitives with 
their ftones, darts, arrows, flings, , and engines, 
which being; planted at the very <nites, the temnle Thef ^ 

rill /- r W t _» P«n»fta 

relembled a repoiitory or arms more than a place ^cir©- 
of religious worfliip ; and the dead .bodies lay as 
thick every where about it as if it had be^en: a com- . vt 
man burial ground.; ! * 



Thofe facrilegipus wretches rufhed into the holy 
.fandtuary with tbeir . arms Itill warm and reeking 
with the blood of their countrymen : nay , they went 
to the extremeft degree of impiety and prophane- T ^ e ^ 
nefs " y while the Romans, to the eternal fcandal of 
the Jews, paid a gv eater reverence to their rites J cwriVj 
and ceremonies trhan^they did themifelves." There 
was not a marl in the army of Titus who had not 
-a veneration for the tiemple itfelf, and the Supreme 
rJJeing tteit was. there worfhipped ; and that did not 
-heartily •wifli for the repentance, of the fa&ion, 
while mercy was yet to be obtained. * 



• . i • 



Tkus was foj^deeply affected with the ftate; of Tltlll{3 . 



tliefe; wretched people, that he once more endfea- dc 
voured, byiapp.eal as follows, to bringvthe fadioki EXji 
to reafoa- »• . • : tof f 

rcnJcr. 



« 

" T'ellme,* inhuman mifcreants ! what were all H ^ 
c * the Kars and partitions for about tliis holy place, uoa. 

cc with the Latin and Greek inferiptions upon thefe 
cc pillars, forbidding all .people, upon a penalty, 
cC notto'pafs this enelofure ?. Nor. have we ourfelvqs 
cC been lefs tender of your privileges/ in making 
4C it death for any -man to pafs thefe bounds, not 
cc excepting the Romans themfelves'. How comes 
■ €t - the fandtuarj', after this, tobe prophaned with al- 
c< faffinations and murders, and the temple defijed 
u with blood, foreign arid domeftic ? : I appeal to all 
4C the gods of my country, and to the late patron 
cc of this holy temple, (who hath now forfakenit,) 
" to my army, to the Jews that have joined with 
cc me, and finally to yourfelves, that I.am innocent 
* c of all thefe abominations : and I do facredly pro- 
cc mife, that if you will butcomply in quitting this 
l * holy place, no man fliall offer it any indignity; 
cc fpr I will preferve and protect your temple." 



C H A P. V. 



he beficged are {li/l refractory \ and Titus proceeds on 
the war \ He forms his party ^ and pojis Jiimfelf -upon 
Fort jlntonia. An/attack in- the night followed with 
difmal uproar 'and confufion. The, Romans and Jews 
contend defperately^ till at length it comes to a drawn 
battle. Several J cwifo officers Jignalize their valour. 
Four banks raifed. bloody contejl 
exploit of one Pedanjus. The 
galleries. A fantaflical challenge of one J 
the refult of it. 



A wonderful 
Jews fire the temple 



TITUS, upon this occafion, had Jofephus for his 
interpreter 5 but the faction erroncoiifly con- 
ftrued his generous application to them unto timi- 
dity, and thereupon grew more infolent and outra- 
geous. The noble Roman therefore, finding they 
had no regard either for the prefervation of the tem- 
ple or themfelves, took a refolution, though a- 
gainfthisinclination,to profecutethe war. As there 
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was not (pace fufficientto draw up his whole army, 
he detached thirty out of every company, with a 
tribune at the head of every thoufand,and appointed 
Cereal is commander in chief. With this detach- 
ment they were to have fallen upon the enemy's 
guards about the ninth hour of the night, and Ti- 
tus himfelf was to have lead on the attack. But, 
upon a council of war, the officers were all of opi- 
nion, that it would be more advifeable for him to 
port: himfelf upon fort Antonia, where he might fee 
and obferve how his men acquitted themfelves, 
without running the rifkof danger in his own per- 
fon ; befide, that it would infpire his people to dis- 
play their bravery in the light of their general. 

Titus fubmittcd to the opinion of his officers and 
friends, and withdrew to a watch-tower on Fort An- 
tonia, where he might fee and judge of the whole 
a&ion ; charging- his officers, at the fame time, to 
obferve minutely who did well or ill, that they 
might be rewarded of puniflicd accordingly. Thefe 
matters were no fooner fettled, *but orders were 
given, and an hour appointed for the attack. The 
Romans did not find the guards afleep, as was ex- 
pected ; fo that the parties, on the advance of both 
fides, came prefently to action, with a confufion of* 
clamour, which awakening their companions, 
brought them on in multitudes to fecond them. 
The Romans ftood the firft fliock ; but the numbers 
that followed fell indifferently upon their own peo- 
ple, without knowing friend or foe afunder ; for, 
betwixt the noife of the uproar, and the darknefs 
of th e nigh t , they kn e w neither voices or faces apart, 
but following the impulfe of a blind rage, fell foul 

upon whate vercame in their way at a venture. 

Some Romans, who kept themfelves in order un- 
der the cover of their bucklers, and knew one ano- 
ther by the word or fignal, made a tolerable fhift 
in the fcuffle ; whereas the Jews were in perpetual 
confufion, and, by miftaking foes for friends, and 
friends for foes, deftroyed more of their own men 
than the Romans did. But at break of day, when 
light revealed their error, they proceeded more re- 
gularly, and plied their darts and arrows on both 
fides with as much vigour as if they had not been 
engaged in the night. The Romans, who had Ti- 
tus for the judge, the witnefsand fpedtator of their 
behaviour, looked upon the valour of that day's 
action as the foundation of their future fortunes, 
and fought, one and all, with a noble emulation ; 
while the Jews at, the fame time, had their lives 
and their temple at flake, with the tyrant John at 
the head of them, cajoling fome with fair words, 
and treating others with menaces or blows. This 
fight was moftly hand to hand, but with various 

; for there was 

fcarcely room either for flight or purfuit. Antonia 
\vas,in effecft, akind of theatre of war and, Titus and 
his friends the fpe&ators, calling out to the actors 
to follow their advantage, at other times to ftand 
their ground, as they faw occafion ; and nothing 
puffed that efcaped their obfervation. 

The conteft Iafted from the ninth hour of the 

> 

night to the fifth the next day ; both fides maintain- 
ing their ground till it came, in theconclufion, to a 
drawn battle. Several noble Romans behaved like 
heroes ;and thofewho fignalizedthemfelvesamongft 
the Jews were the following ; Judas, the fon of Mer- 
ton j Simon, the fon of Jofias ; Jacob, the fon of So- 
fa ; and Simon, the fon of Cathlas ; who were Idu- 
nia^ans. Of John's party were Gyptheusand Alexas; 
and of the zealots was Simon, the fon of Jair. 

In the courfe of feven days the foundations of 
^» rl >inb Antonia were all turned up, and a broad way cut for 
thcRo- the legions to march up to the wall, where they im- 
mediately fell to work upon four banks. The firft 
was againft the corner of the inner temple, that 
looks north and eaft 3 the fecond againft the gallery, 
to the northward, betwixt the two gates ; the third 
towards the weft porch of the outward temple ; and 
the fourth towards the north porch. But the bring- 
ing the materials an hundred furlongs from the 
place, was attended withinflnite charge and labour ; 
befidesthe many fnrprizes they met with in the way; 



1 



for the Romans were too confident and carelefs ? arid 
the Jews rafli enough to attempt any thing. 



It was the practice of fevcral of the Romans, when 

1 • * 4 4 i m 



changes backwards and forwards 



A drawn 
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taking them unawares, or finding them withdrawn. 



ponio rair an opportunity, and carry 
This happened fo often, that Titus imputed it, at 
laft, rather to the negligence of the Romans, than 
the daring efforts of the Jews. Nor did he judge 
erroneouiiy ; for, upon punifhing fome of the fol- 
diers for the lofs of their horfes, it fecuved all the 
reft, as they were all more wary in future. 

When the Romans had railed their banks, and 
put themfelves in a pofture to begin their attacks 
upon the temple, many of the fartion was fo prefied 
by famine, on the failure of their ravagl"»sv that they 
alfembled in a body, about the eleventh hour of the 
day, and made an affault upon the Roman guards 
towards the mouut ot Olives, in hopes or either at the 

- - - - - - mount of 

. Olives. 

But the Romans, apprized of their intention in due 
time, drew out all the ftrength they were able to 
make, and put a flop to a mod defperate attempt 
they had proje&ed upon the wall. It came, in fine, 
to a bloody conteft, and both fides atchieved won- 
ders ; the Romans valuing themfelves upon the re- 
putation of their prowefs and military conduct, and 
the Jews vaunting on a fool- hardy and miftaken 
valour. The one for fhame, the other from ne- 
ccflity : for it appeared difgraccful to the Romans 
to fuffer the Jews to efcape, as they were now en- 
trapped ; and the Jews had no hopes of faving 
themfelves, but by forcing the Romans. 

An inftance of the fortitude of one Pedanius, a. 
noble Roman, upon this occafion, is worthy of be- 
ing related. The Jews being routed, and purfued 
by the befiegers into die valley, this Pedanius pref- ™* ^f 1 '- 
fing full fpeed after them, overtook a corpulent rcJanms. 
man, heavily armed, fpurring on for life. Such 
were his ftrength, agility, and fkillin the equeftrian 
art, that he took the fugitive Jew off his horfe by 
the leg, and carried him as Iris prifoner to Titusj 
who admired the fortitude of the young Roman, 
but ordered the prifoner to be phnifhed with death, 
for his attempt againft the Roman works ; after v 
which he profecuted his defigu of befieging the 
temple, and railing tlie banks. 

The Jews finding themfelves every day become 
more weak, as the war grew more hot-,and advanced 
to the very temple itfeif, followed the example of 
men in peftilential diftempers, by cutting oft the in- 
fected parts to fave the body. According to this 
allegory, they began with fcttingfire. to that part of fire to 
the gallery that, reaching from the north to the eaft, the temple 
faced Antonia, where they made a gap of near 8 a,,c,JCk - 
twenty cubits, and thereby made a beginning of de- 
ftroying the fan<ftuary with their own hands. 

On the twenty-fourth day of the month Panc- 
mus, the Romans put the fame gallery in a flame; 
and when the fire gained fourteen cubits, the Jews 
took down the roof, and fo went on, ftill cutting 
off all communication with Antonia. They might 
have (topped the progrefs of the flames, had they 
not deemed their fpreading to tend to their own 
advantage. However, there paffed all this time 
daily fkirmifhes and encounters, everj' where about 
the temple. 

There was at this time a man among the Jews, low 
of ft a rare, mean in appearance, of neither birth or thanchau* 
charadrer to claim refpeft, whofe name was Tona- Jfngesche 

, . ~ n» 1 1 ^ . i Roman* to 

than. This fantaincal mortal went out to the mo- a tingle 
nument of John, thehigh-prieft,and therein a vain- comba5 * 
glorious tone, challenged any man of the whole Ro- 
man army to meet him fword in hand. No indivi- 
dual appeared to take him up : fome defpifed, and 
others feared him ; urging, they were not dip* 
pofed to encounter with a man in defpair, and de- 
lirous of death, who feared neitJicr God orman, 
and where confequently no honour could redound 
from victory, as a man and a brute could not be 
fuppofed to be upon equal terms. When this infb- 
Icnt Jew had waited a confidcrable time for a com- 
panion, defcanting upon the cowardice of the Ro- 
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mans, onePudens, of the equeftrian order, incenfed 
at his tarunts, ftood forth, and accepted the chal- 
lenge. The contempt in which he held the infigni- 
ficant Jew rendered him rafh and carelefs ; fo that 
unfortunately ftumbling, Jonathan took the advan- 
tage, and flew him when he was down ; and. then 
Handing on the dead body, brandilhed his fword, 
blotfdy as it was, and fhook his fliicld with his left 
hand, triumphing over his antagonift at his fect,and 
deriding the fpeiitatorsin the Roman army. While 
the Jew was in the height of his exultation, Prifcus, 
a centurion, fhothim through the heart with an ar- 
row, which laid him dead upon the bodv of his 
enemy, rind was deemed a juft judgment upon him 
for afluming merit from an action not founded on 
genuine courage, but intemperate zeal. 



make him his heir." Arlorious accordingly took 
his leap ; and the other difpofing himfelf to receive 
him, the weight of the one da/hed the other with 
Inch violence on the ftonc pavement, that he im- 
mediately expired, 

■ 

This melancholy, accident greatly affedted the 
Romans, but it kept; them afterwards more upon 
their guard againit the 'frauds and ftratagems of 
the Jews, by which they had been moll effcntially 
injured, in divers inftances. 



j 



The porch was burnt as far as the tower that 



CHAP. VI. 



The 



betwixt the temple and the banks. 

Titus com- 



An open 

Jews dcflroy the Romans by a firatagem 
paffionates his foldiers. The fortitude of Longus^ and 
craft of Arteritis* 

THE .faction in the temple now openly endea- 
voured to beat off the Roman foldiers that; 
were upon the banks ; and, on the twenty-feventh 
Allriug2m of the month aforefaid, the Jews contrived thefol- 
01 the j^vs lowing firatagem. They filled the roof of the 
to'thc 05 " wefteru porch, betwixt the top and the timbers, 
Romans, with a quantity of dry wood, fulphur, and bitumi- 
nous matter, and then pretending togive way upon 
an attack, fuffered themfelvesto be beaten out, as 
if thev had not been able to maintain it. Many of 
the rafh and inconfiderate among the Romans fol- 
lowed them clofeiipon the purfuit, and fetup lad- 
ders to make good what the others had quitted j 
but the cool and difpaflionatc among them con- 
ceived it to be aftratag'em, and remained in their 
former fituation. Upon the Romans crouding into 
the porch, the Jews fetfire to it, and all was imme- 
diately in a blaze, to the aftonifliment of thofe that 
were out of the reach of it, and raoft defperate hor- 
ror and confafion of the reft. Some plunged them- 
felves into wells and pits, others leaped headlong 
down the houfes ; fome were fmothered in the 



after burning of the Romans, brak 
The following day the Romans fet 
porch, and carried it before them 
eaft, that overlooks the valley of 
ftupendous. precipice. Such was 
temple at that time. 

CHAP. VII. 



; and the Jews, 
e down the reft, 
(ire to the north 
to that on the 
Cedron from a 
the ft ate of the 



dfal famine in Jerufalem, with the miferies that 

attended it. 

TO add to the diftrefs which befell a devoted ™^ 
nation, a dreadful famine now raged in Jeru- tre&rf* 
falem, and the miferies that attended it were m- fam,at 

conceivable. The city was well nigh depopulated. 
The bare mention of food was fuliicicnt to create 
family difcord, and diflblve friendfhip cemented by 
the deareft ties. Thofe that were evidently ex- 
piring with hunger, could fcarcely be believed at; 
thelaft gafp j and they would fearch the very bo- 
foms of the dead for bread. If they were difap- 
pointed in their expectation, defpair hurried them 
up and down, raging like mad dogs, and dagger- 
ing like drunken men, ranfackino* the fame houfes 
over and over again. Their hunger was fo into- 
lerable, that they gathered and eat fuch things as 
the moft filthy animals would not touch ; nor did 
they abftainfrom their girdles, fhoes, nor the very 
leather which belonged to their fliields. An handful 
of old hay was fold for four attics. But why fliould 
I point out their dreadful judgement by referring 



flames, and others ran tipon their fwords, to pre- | to things inanimate, when I have aperfonalinftance 



vent one death by another 



to cite, that cannot be equalled in hiftory, either 
among the Greeks or Barbarians ? As the fa<5t can- 
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Titus could not butcommiferate thofe who thus jj not be related or heard without horror, I was in- 
"miferably periflied, though they rafhly ventured J clined to fupprefs it 5 but, upon reflection that 
upon the attack without orders, and thereby fub- JJ thera were fo many living witnefles to confirm it, 

I hold it my duty to hand it down upon record to 



jected themfelves to the penalty of death by their 
own law, if they efcaped it by the ftratagem of the 
enemy. They had this comfort in their diftrefs, 
that, to balance the lofs of their lives, they had the 
love and pity of cheir prince for whom they died, 
as they could fee him calling and labouring up and 
down "to do all that was poflible for their relief ; 
and e very inftance of his affedtion was looked upon 
as a memorial to his immortal honour. Thofe who 



pofterity. 
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The forti- 
tude ot* 
Longus, ,1 
Roman. 



furvived the fatal cataftrophe were befet by the 
Jews, and, after a ftout reliftance, every man of 
them put to the fword. 

Many brave men fell in this defperate adventure j 
but none more valiant than one Longus, who, in 
juftice and honour, cannot be pafled over in filence 
upon fo memorable an occafion. This Longus was 

, and in the vigour of his youth. The 
Jews found him a daring and dangerous man, and 
had no way of cutting him off, unlets they could get 
him down to them, upon honour that he fhould 
return fafc again without any violence to his per- 
fon. His brother Cornelius taking notice of this, 
called outto him on the other hand, adjuring him 
not to do any thing that either his country or hitn- 
felf fliould have reafon to be afliamed of. ' Longus 
upon this drew his fword, and flew himfelf in the 
light of botli parties. 



Mary, a women of rank and quality, is Jo tormented with 
hunger , that fie eats the flefo of her own infant. Solemn 
protejlation of Titus upon the occafion. 

THERE was acertain woman that dwelt beyond Direefci 
Jordan, whofc name was Mary. Her father °\f£ 
was Eleazar, of the village of Bethezob, which fig- 
nifies the houfe of hyflbp. She was opulent, as well 
as nobly defcended, and had fled to Jerufalem with 
the reft of the multitude, where, as this time, flie 
was with them befieged. The tyrant ftripped her 
of her moft precious treafurc which flie had brought 
out of Perca ; and her houfe was daily broke open 
and rifled by the foldiers, for either goods or provi- 
fions, which flie had concealed. In confequence of 
fuch outrages, Ihe reviled the fadtion in the moft 
opprobrious terms, but could not work them up to 
fuch a pitch of indignation as to put her to death. 
When flie found herfelf brought to the laft extre- 



mity, totally deprived of the means of fupporting 
exiltcnce, the pains of a tormenting famine having 
already feized her, flic feems to have given herfelt 
up to all the fury of the direft want, and formed the 
moft horrid and unnatural refolution that can 
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There was one Artorius that delivered himfelf either be conceived or exprcfled. 



from the fire by his fubtlety. Being reduced to an 
extremity, he called out to Lucius, one of his fel- 
low foldiers, folemnly declaring, cc that if he would 
catch him in his arms, and break his fall, he would 



She had an infant fucking at her bread, which 
fnatchingup, and looking tenderly upon, flie burd 
out into this raphfody : " What fliall I fay to thee, 
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" unfortunate child , who art brought into the world 
iC under a complication of three fuch dreadful judg- 
ct ments as \var> famine? and rebellion : in whicJi 
<c of the three fliall I reicrvc thee ? The Romans 
i6 will give thee thy life, perhaps, but not thy li- 
44 berty. Famine will alfo prevent llavery : but 
thou wilt find our prefent tyrants incomparably 
" worfe than the other two. Be thou then my food; 
" and finally complete the hiftory of the Jews with 
< 4 the only excrablc abomination that is yet wanting 
" to perfect their mifery." With thefc words /he 
flew her child, drcfled it, and having eaten one 



part herfelf, fct by the remainder, and kept it co- 
vered. Some of the faction entered her houfe, and 

fmcllinga naufeoiisfccnt, threatened her with im- II confiderable, V^ecially "in tl^di^utes they liadftu 



♦ ■ 

Tome of the outward ft: ones, without moving* any 
of the reft, (for the porch yet flood firm.) they 
perceived that nothing effectual could be done by 
digging and mining, fo that the Romans betook 
themfclvesto their fcalino- ladders. 

Though the Jews could not hinder them from'' 
planting their laddcrs\they made a brave refiftance, ™k/i 
wiit-rc places would admit of it, encountering thofc *! our rc 
that got up hand to hand before they could put llltancc * 
themfelves upon their guard, calling others down 
headlong as they were mounting," cutting oft' fume 
as they were advancing with relief, and fometimes 
overturning ladders, men, and all together. The 
lofs of the Romans upon this encounter was very 



mediate death if flic did not bring out her provi- 
fions. Upon this file produced the remainder of the 
inhuman repaft J and the robbers being thrilled with 
horrorat the fight, file thus addrefled them. <c This 
" is really my child, and this the food I have my- 
6c fclf prepared 
u eat the other. 



I have eaten one part ; do you 
You will not I prefume, be more 
" fcrupulous than a woman, or more tender than a 
4£ mother. 



defending or recovering their colours : but, in the 
conclufion, the Jews kept the enfigus they took, TheRo , 
and killed the enfign bearers, which terified the mans lote 
reft, and forced them to a retreat. To do juftice ^ ren * 
to the aflailants, it muft be confelied, there fell not 
a man of them but died like a Roman. Thofc of 
the fadlion who had acquitted themfelves bravely 
in former encounters did fb {till, as did Eleazar, the 



If, however, you loath the offering 1 nephew of Simon, the tyrant. 



Thi pro- 
\tfahn in- 
nocence. 



44 prefent vou, as I have eaten one part, let the 
44 other alfo be refcrved for me." They then de- 
parted, ftruck with horror and amazement, as the 
only inftancc of humanity they had ever (hewn. 

The report of this horrid deed foon fpread 
throughout the city, and it became the fubjeA of 
equal terror and detertation, as if each individual 
had a part in the crime. The miferies of famine ex- 
cited an averfion to life ; and the living envied the 
dead that were taken away before they were 
brought to an extremity of woe. The dreadful 
ftory foon reached the Romans, fome of whom pi- 
tied the miferable people, others detefted them, 
and others gave no credit to it. 

Titus, to acquit himfelf of having been accefTary 
to fo horrid a deed, folemnly protefled, as in the 
prefence of God, l< that he had prppofed to the 
" Jews peace and liberty, as well as an oblivion of 
C£ all thcirform 



But Titus-, finding, 



infolent practices ; but that they, 
" inftead of concord, had chofen fedition ; inftead 
cc ofpeafce, war 5 and inftead of plenty and abun- 
4C dance, famine. That they had begun with their 
own hands to burn that temple which the Romans 
had hitherto preferved, and that therefore their 
miferies were what they deferved. That he was 
" determined to bury their iniquities in their ruin, 
tc and not leave a. city Handing upon the face of 
" the earth, where mothers devoured their own, 
" children, and the fathers, more impious if pof- 



a 



flbl 



c, perfifted in a war, after fo many demon- 
cc ftrations of the Divine vengeance. 99 Titus, re- 
flecting on the incorrigible .obuiuacy of thefe peo- 
ple, gave them up for loft, as, if they had any fen- 
fibility, the calamities they had fuffered muft have 
reclaimed them. 



CHAP. IX. 



The Jews boldly oppafe all the efforts of Titus. Tiii 
Romans behave themfelves bravely. Two treache- 
rous defcrters go over to Titus. He fnfpccls and 
pardons them. The temple is fet on fire. Titus calls 
a council to deliberate concerning the tempi/. They 
are divided in their opinions. The Jews make a def 



pcrate fally upon the Romans, 
and forces 



Titus brings them off^ 



the Jews into the temple. Jerufalem a 
fecond time burnt on the fame day of the month, 

^ n ? le ^T7HEN two of the legions had finifhed their 
rthtbat- VV works, on the eighth day of the month, 
Tingrams Titus ordered the battering rams to be planted 
>*a Mf aguinft the weftern gate of the outward temple, 
having played the laft piece of battery he had for 
fix whole days without intermiffion, but to no pur- 
pofe, for the edifice was proof againft the engines. 
There were others, at the fame time, Tapping the 
foundation on the north-fide ; and when they found 
that, witli incredible labour, they could only loofen 

No. 38. 



by this time, that in (paring a foreign temple, he 
facrificed his own men, ordered his people forth- 
with to fet fire to the P ates. 

In the mean time there deferted to him Ananus, Twoofsi 
ofEm^naus, the molt bloody and inhumaij of all ™yMc?i 
Simon's guards, and Archelaus, the fon of Maga- lolilus - 



dathes, hoping forgi venefs f rom the late fuccefTes of 
the Jews. Titus was fo well informed of the infa- 
mous characters, and barbarous pxa<5lices, of thofc 
pretended converts, that he was once inclined to 
have both put to death, nptwithftanding this pre- 
tence, being fully convinced that it was neceility 
and defign, not affedtion or good-will, that brought 

them over* Nor did he think tbofe defervhigof life, 
who had firft fet their country in aflame, and then 
abandoned it. However, upon fecond thoughts, 
he overcame the provocation, and forgave them, 
tho' with a refoluiion never to truft them. 

* _ 

The gates of the temple were by this time in a 
blaze; the filver-work over them melted, and the 
timbers all in a flame, infomiich that the fire caught 
hold of the galleries. The Jews were fo furprized 
to find themfelves wrapped up in flames, that they 
flood gaping at each other in aftonifhmcnt, without 
fo muchasattemptinganything toward thcirrelief, 
or concerning-* themfelves either for what was al- 
ready confumcd, or laving the reft. Thcv had, 
mfhort, neither heart nor flrcngth left them ; and 
the fire prevailed all that day and the night follow- 
ing, till, by degrees, it burnt down the galleries. 

Titus gave orders next day for the quenching of 
the fire, and levelling the ways for the march 
of his army. After this he called a council of* his 
general officers. Jt confifted of Tiberius Alexan- 

\ - 

der, his lieutenant-general, Sextus Cerealis, com- 
mander of thefifth legion, Larcius Lepidus, of the 
tenth, Titus Trigius, of the fifteenth, Eternius 
Fronto, Julianus, governor of Juda:a, with other 
officers of the firft rank. This refpectable council 
bein£ called to deliberate on what menfures were 
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neccflary to be taken in the bulinefs of the temple, 
fome were for maintaining the rigour of the law of 
arms, as, fo long as that temple ftood, and the nu- 
merous meetings therein continued, the Jews 
(they faid) would never be quiet : others were for 

faving the temple upon, condition of the Jews quit- 
ting it, that there might be no further quarrel a- 
bout it ; but that, if pofiefljon fhould be obtained 
by the fword,by all means toburn it ; not asatem- 
ple, but a caftle ; for in that cafe, the blame would 
be theirs that forced the. burning it, not theirs 
that did it b)' necefTity. 

Titus interpofing here, made fome remarks on 
the impropriety of turning a temple into a citadel, 
tho' the Jews were obftinate, revenging the ftub- 
bornnefs of a rebellious people upon flocks, and 
itoncs, and laying the raoft glorious fabric in afhes 
for their fakes. He added, it would be an affront to 
the dignity of Rome itfelf, to think of depriving 
the empire of fo illuftrious an ornament. 
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Whcu Alexander, Cercalis, and Fronto, found 
how Titus was difpofed, they come over to his opi- 
nion > and the council was dUni'iifed, with orders to 
the army to reft aud refrclh themfelves to be the 
jitter for action j feveral choice battalions being or- 
dered out, in the mean time, to look after the lire, 
and cutout ways over the ruins. The Jews, being 
much fatigued and harraflcd, remained inadtive this 
day ; but the dayfollowing,when they had gathered 
ltrengtli,a nd recruited their fpirits, they made a clef- 
iiif jcwi perate Tally, about the fecond hour, through the 
ma2.^i!ef- ea fl ;crn gate, upon the guards of the outward tem- 
ple. The Romans ftood the firft (hock under cover 
of their bucklers, with great refolution ; but they 
c ould not longhave oppofed fuch vail numbers, lb 
rcfolutely bent, if Titus, who faw the action from 
Antonia, had not feafonably come up, with a feled: 
body of horfe, to their relief, before they gave 

The Jews fhrunk upon this charge ; and 
the Romans breaking in upon their front, the reft 
betook themfelves to flight ; but when the Romans 
drew off in their courfe, the Jews rallied, and came 
on again. In this manner they took their turns in- 
terchangeably, one after another, till about the fifth 
hour of the day, when the Jews were forced into 
the temple, and Ihutup there, Titus retired to the 
tower of Antonia, with a refolution to ftorm the 
temple, with his whole army, early the next mor- 
ning, ; as it feems to have been doomed by Provi- 
dence to fire ; and, in courfe of time, the fatal day 
was now at hand, according to the revolution of 
jerttbtan time. It was upon the tenth day of the month, and 

burn: ate- _ J - J -* 
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the very fame day whereupon it was formerly burnt 
by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. But this 
was a conflagration which the Jews brought upon 
themfelves, for Titus had no fooner left them 
quiet, than the rebels made a fully upon his guards, 
as they were at work, by his order, to extinguish 
the fire. But the Romans put the Jews to flight, 
andpurfued them to the-temple itfelf. 



CHAP- X. 



A foldier, under pretext of Divine impulfe y fets fire 
to the temple. Titus gives orders to have the fire 
quenched. A terrible /laughter of the Jews. 



a foldier A ^ ti me one °f the Roman foldiers, without 
letsiireto l \ ftayingfor any orders, or without any concern 
cfaecempte. 01 < ( ] rcac i U p on hhn for fo impious an a£t, and be- 
ing hurried on, as he afterwards pretended,by a cer- 
tain Divine impulfe, mounted the fhouldersof one 
of his comrades, and caft a flaming brand into the 
golden window, that looks towards the apartments 
on the north fide of the temple. The place took 
fire immediately, which raifed fuch a hedious out- 
cry among the Jews, that they haftened with all 
poffible expedition to prevent its progrefs ; for 
this was not a time to confult their personal fecu- 
rity, when all that was dear and precious to them 
s at flake. 



The news of this conflagration being brought to 
Titus, as he was repofinghimfelf in his tent, after the 
fatigue of the combat, he arofe in great hafte, and 
immediately taking his chariot, parted to the tem- 

vainendea- P* e » * n orc l er to have a flop put to the fire. His great 
vours to putofficers folio wed him ; and theiegions after them, in 
afto ? tolc - fuch confufion as is natural to a vaft multitude 

without difcipline. Titus did all that could be done, 
by words and figns, towards quenching the fire ; 
butit wasiueffe&ual ; for the greater noife drowned 
thelefs; and they were as blind to the fignals he 
gave with his hand, as they were deaf to the words 
he uttered from his mouth. Nor were the foldiers 
to be fwayed by menaces or commands, but follow- 
ed the impulfe of rage and paffion. Some were 
trampled to death in crouds, others choaked in the 
fultry ruins of the galleries over the porches; and it 
was the fame, in effeft, whether they overcame, or 
were overcome. The common foldiers in the tem- 
ple pretended, in excufe of their difobedience, that 
• they could not hear the word of command from their 



general ; and thofe who followed, gaVc the word 
forward to throw fire* 

The fa&ion were in too great diftrefs to afford 
anyafliltancc,for wherever they turned themfelves, 
they faw nothing but blood aud deftruetiou. The Anh 
poor, the fickly, and unarmed, were put to death «a<&2? 
in every quarter : mountains of dead bodies were 
piled upon the altar, and ftrcams of blood flowed 
down the fteps leading to it, with numbers of nii~ 
fcrable wretches weltering in their gore. 

When Titus found there was no retraining the 
enthufiaftic fury of his foldiers, and that the fire 
continued to gain more and more, he took fome of 
his chief officers with him into the inward temple, 
where upon ftriiEt examination of matters, he found 
the glory and magnificence of the place even beyond 
the very fame of it, or at lea ft equal to the report 
of the Jews themfelves. But as the flames had not 
reached, and there was therefore ground to hope 
it might yet not be too late, to fave the Holy of 
Holies, Titus, in perfon, endeavoured to perfuade, 
nay earneftly befought, his foldiers to do their ut- 
molt to flop the progrefs of the fire, giving it in 
charge to Liberalis, a centurion of his guards, to 
prefs his commands, and inflicted coporeal punilh- 
ment npon thofe that difobeyed. But, through un- 
governable rage, that approached phrenzy , neither 
fear nor refpetft were fufficient to keep them within 
the bounds of duty . There was others whofe hearts 
were fetupon booty, not doubting but, where the 
doors were plated with gold, they fhould find the 
in fide filled with hidden treafure. 

While Titus was fo very intent upon (living the 
temple, one of the foldiers at the fame time fetiire 
to fome of thedoor-pofts ; whereupon the general, 
and his officers, were forced to withdraw out of 
di (lance of preventing the mifchief ; fo that the 
temple wasdeftroyed at laft, in defpite of what- 
ever Titus could do to hinder it. 

This defolation was a calamity fufficient to melt 
the moil obdurate heart if we duly confider the 
ruins of the moft ftupenduous fabric that ever was 
feen or heard of, both for ftrudrure, bulk, ftatc, 
magnificence, the honour of religion, and of holy 
things. But it is to be remembered, to our comfort 
and inftruiftion, that an uncontroulable fatality at- 
tends all terreftrial works, animate and inanimate, 
and that all things muft have their period. It is a 
moft remarkable revolution alfo 3 tliat this fecond 
conflagration fhould fo exadlly anfwer the very 
month and day of the former under Nebuchadnez- 
zar, as already obferved. We reckon from the be- 
ginning of the firft temple by Solomon, to the de- 
itru&ion of this, in the fecond year of Vefpafian>one 
thoufand, one hundred, and thirty years, (even 
months, and fifteen days ; and from the fecond build- 
ingof it by Haggai, in the fecond year of Cyrus, fix-, 
hundred and thirty-nine years, and forty-five days* 



CHAP. XI. 



The diflreffes in which the Jews were plunged upon the 
canflagration of the temple. Several priefts are en- 
gaged in the quarrel with the Romans. The deftrue- 
tiou that was occafioned by the advice of a falfc 
prophet s 



HILE the temple was in flames, the foldiers Great ii* 
plundered all that came to hand, and flew all 



w 

they met, without refpedt to age or fex T both young «r<w 
audold>(acrcd and prophane, priefts, and laicks ; all Se3? 
went together ; and men of all forts and conditions 
were involved in the common calamities of the war, 
and, whether they refiftedorfubmitted,whethertliey 

ftood it out, or begged for quarter, they all fared 
alike, falling vi&itns in the common deflru&ion. 
As the fire advanced, the crackling of theflames was 
heard in unifon with the dying groans of people at 
their laft gafp ; and betwixt the depth of the hill, 
and the extent of the conflagration, the whole city 
fecmed to be but one continued blaze. The tumult 
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and tmroar vverc fd dreadful, that nothing more ter- 
rible can poflibly be conceived. The raging out- 
cries or the Roman legions, the howling of the re- 
bels under the deveftation of lire and fword, and 
the di final lamentation of diftrefled wretches in the 

temple, betwixt the enemy and lire, could not but 
pierce the car and wound the heart of the molt ob- 
durately petrified. The adjacent mountains and 
places beyond Jordan, echoed the fame complaints 
and grievances over and over again, and the cala- 
mity exceeded thcnoife- The flames were fo im- 
petuous and violent, that the very mountains,upon 
which the temple flood, appeared as one body of 
fire from the bottom ; and the blood in proportion 
wasanlwcrable to the flame ; for the number of the 
flain werefuperior to that of thole that did the exe- 
cution. The ground was covered over with car- 
cafes, and the foldicrs purfued the living over the 
bodies of the dead- But, in the end, a band of 
ruffians beat back the Romans, and having forced 
their way into the outward temple, made their 
efcape into the city, and the reft of the multitude 
got into the outward porch. 

There were {everalpr lefts engaged In the quarrel 
with the Romans, thatufed the temple fpikes in- 
ilcad of darts, and difcharged them at the enemy ; 
but when they found that this availed nothing, and 
that the fire burft out upon them, they covered 
themfelves, for a while>undera thick wall, that was 
eight cubitsin breadth. Two of the principal men 
of this number, which were Meirus, the fon of Bel- 
gas, and Jofcph, the fon of Daleus, that might have 
faved themfelves by going over to the Romans, 
chofe rather to ftand or fall with their companions, 
and fo plunging themfelves into the flames, fliared 
in the common fate. 

When the Romans found the temple itfelf redu- 
ced to aflies, they looked upon the reft of the build- 
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The prophecy of an emperor to come out of Judaea 
fulfilled in the per/on of Fcjpafum. 

THUS were thefe referable people deluded by 
impoftors, while they did not attend, nor give 
credit, to figns that were moft evident, and plainly 
foretold their future defolation. Indeed, like infa- 
tuated mortals, with neither eyes capable of feeing, 
nor minds capable of reflection, they could not per- 
ceive the denunciations of the Almighty aguinft 
them; amongft which were the following! There a comet 
was a ftar, refemblino- a fword, which ftood over re ^ mU _ i,l E 
the city, and a comet that continued a whole year. 
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Thus alfo, before the Jews revolted, and before 
thefe commotions, which preceded the war, when 
the people aflembled in multitudes to the fealt of 
unleavened bread, on the eighth day of the month 
Xanthiciis, and at the ninth hour of the day, fo 
great a light flione round the altar and the fa actu- 
ary, that it appeared to be bright day. This pro- 
digy was looked upon by the ignorant as a good 
omen ; but it was expounded by the more difcern- 
ing as a forerunner of a war, and the myftery un- 
folded before it came to pafs; 

At the fame feftival alfo an heifer, as fhe was led £ r n in ^ ,fcr 
by the high-prieft to be facrificed, brought forth a forth a 
lamb in the mid ft of the temple. lamb# 

Moreover the eaftern gate of the inner temple, 
which was of bfafs, and very ponderous, and had 
been, with difficulty, /hut by twenty men, refted 
upon a balls armed with iron, and had bolts faften- The brazen 

i i r i\ i«i i q.itcoi the 

ed very deep into the nrrri floor, which was there temple o- 
made of one entire ftonc, was feen to open of itfelf j££ sofxt " 
about the lixth hour of the night. Upon notice 
given of it to the proper officer, he came immedi- 
ately to look after it, and with much difficulty fas- 
tened it again. This alfo appeared to the vulgar to 
be an happy prodigy ; but the wifer formed a con- 



s trivial, and fo fired all at once, except one of 
the galleiries on the eaft fide* and another on the 
fouth ; but they foon after followed the fortune of 
the reft. They burnt alfo the trealury of the ward- 
robe, with jewels, money, and coftly habits, to an ,, r ^ - ~ , A t 
immenfc value. The place, in fine, was the repofi- twenty-firft of the month Artemihus, there appear- 



trary judgment, and fuppofed that the opening of 
the gate was in favour of the enemy, and foretold 
the defolation of the city; 



• _ 

A few days after the feftival was over, on the 
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There were now aflembled, in one gallery, yet 
ftanding, women, children, and a mixed multi- 
tude, that fled from the rabble, to the number of 
near fix thoufand perfons. But before Titus had 
determined any thing concerning thefe people, or 
given the officers any orders relating to them, the 
foidiers, in a rage of brutal fury, let the place on 
fire, and plied it lb clofely , that, betwixt thofe that 
were b urnt to death, and others that had caft them- 
felves headlongdownthe ruins to fave themfelves, 
there was not one that efcaped death. 

A falfe prophet was acceflary to all this mifcief, 
by making proclamation in the city, that it was 
the will of the Almighty they fliould go immedi- 
ately up to the temple, with an allurance that there 
they fliould have an infalliable proof of his Divine 
favour and protection. It was, indeed, a common 
practice of the faction, to pretend to revelations, in 
order to keep the credulous multitude firm againft 
alldangers, andfo fecure them from deferring*. But 
meninadverlity are apt to hope thebeft, efpccially 
where they are promifed relief, though it be only 
upon the credit of a falfe prophet. 
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The portentous figns which preceded the defirnftion of 
Jerufalem. A comet refcmbling a fword. An extra- 
ordinary light about the altar. An heifer brings 
forth a lamb. The brazen gate of the temple opens 
of itfelf. Various conjectures about the fignification. 
Chariots and armies in the air. A voice crying in the 
temple c< Let us be gone.'' 9 A ftrange exclamation of 
one jefusj a plebeian and liufi'cindman^ with his death. 
No. 38. 



ed fo extraordinary a vifion, that I would not un- 
dertake to record it, if I could not produce feveral 
witneffes, yetliving to confirm the truth of it, and 
if the calamities, that were foretold, had not come . 

r mi n 1 1 • 1 Chariots 

to pais. T[ here were feen up and clown in the air, and armed 
before fun-fet, chariots and armed men, all over j^ e " h ^*^ 
the country, and furrotmding feveral cities^ 

At the feaft of Pentecoft, as the priefts were go- 
ing, by night, to officiate in the inner temple, ac- 
cording to cuftom, they heard, at firft, a kind of con- 
fufed murmur, and, after that, a voice, calling out hearTfn 
articulately, " Let us be gone, let us be gone." thctcmjlc. 

But what is ftill more extraordinary, one Jefiis, 
the fon of Ananus, a plebeian and an hufbandman, 
vvho.fouryearsbeforethecommencementof thewar, 
and at a time when the city enjoyed peace and plen- 
ty, came to the feaft of tabernacles, brake out into 
this exclamation : " A voice from the eaft, a voice 
c< from the weft, a voice from the four winds, a 
<c voice to Jerufalem, and a voice to the temple, a 
cc voice to the bridegrooms and the brides, and a 
ct voice to the whole nation." This was his cry 
day andnight, from place toplace, through every 
ftreet of the city . Several perfons of eminence were 
fo olFended at this dire yell, that they caufed the 
man to be apprehended, and feverely punilhed ; 
to which he fubmitted without a murmur, or al- 
ledging a word in his own defence, bnt ftill pcrfift- 
ed in the exclamation before-mentioned . The ma- 
giftrates fufpecting (as the cafe proved to be) that 
he was actuated byan extraordinary impulfe, caufed 
him to be brought before Albums, at that time our 
procurator, who ordered him to be fcourged with 
the utmoft rigour. He fubmitted in the fame man- 
ner as before, without either tear or fupplication ; 
but cried out at every ftroke,in the moft melancholy 
tone, woe, woe to Jerufalem ! When Albinus de- 
manded of him what he was 3 whence he came, and 
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why lie uttered thefe words ? He made no manner 
of reply, but continued his doleful ditty, till the 
procurator difmilfed him as a lunatic. 

From that time, to the beginning of the war, he 
was never known to hold intcrcourfc with any of 
the citizens, but every day uttered thefe lamentable 
words, u Woe, woe to Jerufalem." He never gave 
an ill word to thofe that feourged him, or a good one 
to thole that fed him ; but this was his reply to all 
men, and, indeed, no other than a melancholy pre- 
Jagc of what was to come. He was obferved to be 
much more clamorous upon feftivals than upon 
other days; and in this manner he continued to 
proceed, nor did his voice or ftrength fail him, 
till the fiege of Jerufalem verified his predictions. 
After this he took the tour of the wall once again, 
vehemently exclaiming, "Woe, woe to this city, 
this temple, and this people !" and adding, by way 
of conclufion, " Woe, woe to myfelf !" At this 
inftanthe was taken off with a ftone from an engine, 
in the midft of his forebodings. 

Thefe circumftances tend to prove that the de- 
finition of mankind is from themfelves; and that 
a benevolent Creator, in his all-wife providence, is 
wanting in nothing that may conduce to the com- 
mon good and benefit of universal nature. But 
when we are precautioned of future events, and 
will take no warning, our ruin lies at our own 
door. Why did the Jews, after the taking of Anto- 
nia, make the temple fquare, when they were con- 
fcious to themfelves of a prediction, that both tem- 
ple and city fliould betaken, when it fhould be re- 
duced to that form ? Hut they were chiefly ftimu- 
lated to this unfortunate war by thcmifconftru&ion 
of a prefage, importing that, in thofe days, there 
fliould one come out of Judzea that fliould have 
the command of the whole world. This they ap- 
plied to their own nation, and many great men fell 
into the fame error. But this prophecy, in fact, re- 
lated to Vefpafian, who was created emperor in Ju- 
dcea. But fancy fuggefts divers interpretations j 
and thps it was with the Jews, till, in the end, they 
fuffered for their errors, by the irreparable deftrnc- 
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CHAP. XIII. 



Titus is fainted emperor, according to aniicnt cujlom. 
The force of hunger and drought in extremity. Ti- 
tus orders certain priejls to be put to death. Simon 
and John, the heads of factions, defire a conference 
with Titus. The emperor agrees to it y and makes 
a juitable fpeec/i upon the occafion. The Jews reject 
the terms he offers. Titus refolves on the total demo- 
lition of the city, 6ut 7 on the {applications of fame 
royal interceffors, abates of his rigour, and demon- 
firates his clemency. 



Titus pro- npHE faction having fled into the city on the 
claimed cm- X burning; of the temple, and all the buildings 

peror by . - 0 n 1 ■ t * • • 

thcarmy. about it, the .Romans lodged their enligns agamic 

the eaftern gate, where they offered facrifice, and, 
with great ihouts and acclamations, proclaimed 
Titus emperor. The foldiers acquired luch im- 
menfe booty, that gold in Syria was reduced to one 
half of its former value. 



There was a boy among the priefts,upon the wall, 
that begged permiflion of the Roman guards to de- 
scend, and get fo me water to quench the parching 
thirft under which he laboured. The guards com- 
.miferating his tender years and extreme neceffity, 
gave him their right hands as a fecurity for his 
life. The boy accordingly defcended, drank, filled 
a vefTelhe had with him, and returned to his friends 
with fuch expedition, that the guards could not over- 
take him. The Romans, upon this, charged him 
with perfidy; but he ingenioufly pleaded that he 
covenanted only for liberty to fetch the water, not 
to continue with them when he had it, and confe- 
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qticntly had not violated ixuy agreement. The pica 
was admitted, and the dclu'ion looked o\ cr on ac- 
count of his tender years. 

On the fifth day after this, the priefts, urged by C{f[j . 
outrageous hunger,came<lovv)i from the walls, and p^eaJ 
being conducted by theguards tn Titus, cult them- fa ^ 
felvea at his feet, and implored hi& mercy. But he ft K* 
told them the time o* : pardon was over; for the Si* 



temple being deitroyed, it was butreafonable they 
fliould follow, lince the pricfls and their temple 
fliould be infeparable ; and upon this he ordered 
them to be put to death. 

The heads of the faction, finding themfelves fo Tk^ 
enconipafl'cd that there was no poflibility of efcap-IJ£^ 
ing, defired a conference with Titus, who, with his Titai 
natural generolity, was inclined to grant it ; partly **** 
from a defire to fave the town, and partly at the in- 
(lance of his friends, in hopes that the rebels might 
be brought to better terms for the future. 

Titus then made a {land on the weft-fide of the 
inner temple, near the gate that led to the gallery, 
where there was a bridge of communication betwixt 
the temple and the upper town, which at this time, 
parted the Romans and the Jews. The multitude 
on both liiles gathered about their generals ; the 
Jews about Simon and John, to learn what hopes 
there were of pardon ; and the Romans about Titus, 
defirous of feeing the manner in which he would re- 

ceive the fupplicunts. Having commanded filence, 
and an intermiflion of all hnllilitics, h r delivered his 
mind to them, by an interpreter, tw the following 
effedt : 



c c 



Isnot your country wretched enough? Will AihAi 
<l you never be brought toafenfe cither ofyour own J™. 
c< weaknefs, or of the Roman power, but like foLsf* 

*' many madmen, riiiny our people, city, and temple 
c< at onceandyonrfelvestoo, moildefcrvcdly in the 
<c conclulion ? When were you ever out of broils 
<c and tumults, fince Pompey laid your city in 
cc aflies ? Nothing will fcrve you now but open war 
tc againft the Romans. Is it your numbers you de- 
cc pend upon ? You have fecn the time that one 
Ci half our army have been able to cope with you. 
tc Do you value yourfelves upon the faith of your 
cc auxiliaries and allies ? Where is that people under 
" the fun, that is not more oriels in our allegiance ? 
cc or that would not rather have the Romans as 
u friends than the Jews I If you reckon upon the 
" ftrength of your bodies, take notice that the 
Cc Germans are ourfiibje&s. And as to the firmnefs 
u ofyour walls, are they llronger than the Britons' 
<c wall, the ocean r and yet thofe people, with that 
<c fence, havenot been able to withftandus. If you 
tc rely upon the addrefs and rcfolution of your 
cc leaders, we have been too hard, you know for the 
Cc Carthagcniansthcmfelvcs. Butit is the humanity 
4t of the Romans that hath railed np enemies to 
Cc themfelves ; firft, in giving you lauds in poflef- 
" lion, and then fctting up kings out of your own 
" tribes to govern them. 

ci you the freedom and exercife ofyour country's 
" laws and permitted you to live, both at home and 
4t abroad, according to your own liking. And, 
<c what is more than all the reft, we have allowed 
<c you the privilege of collecting, receiving, and 
* c employing contributions, and tributes, for the 
' c maintenance of your religion and God's holy 
" worfhip, with all freedom to yourfelves and your 
cc friends. What's the ufeyou have made of all 
cc thefe benefits, but to enrich yourfelves into a ca- 
<c pacity of doingus the more mifchicf, in the cm- 
" ploying of our own money againft ourfelves ? 
" Youdo, in truth, behaveyourfelvcs like the worft 
cc of ferpents, that pra&ifc upon the lives of thofe 
" that take them into their bofoms. 



We have alfo granted 



(C 



c4 It is agreed, that the con tempt you had for the 
fpiritlels difpofition of Nero,made you forget the 
quiet that at tlie fame time you enjoyed, and put 

you upon ambition and extravagant deligns. 
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« c My father, you mud know, die! not come into 
u Judtua in call you to an account for your defec- 
tC lion from Ccitius, but rather to reform you by 
** admonition and good advice. If the dcpopula- 
ct ting of this nation hud been his bulinefs, he would 
" have U ruck at the root, and begun with Jcrufa- 
* ; lem, rather than Galilee, and thofe parts, which 
41 he did unpurpofe to give you room and leifure to 
" repent. But his liberality' parted for weaknefs, 
" and our lenity hath given you a boldnefs thaty ou 
" take for courage. 

ct After the death of Xero, according to the cuf- 
" torn of other wicked men, you took advantage of 
u ourdivifions ; and my father and myiVlf were no 
l - fooner gone to Egypt, than you took the oppor- 
M tuuity of our being abfent, to lay the foundation 
" of a waragaiuft us ; and, notwithftanding all the 
u proofs we have given you of our tendernefs and 
44 humanity in the government of thofe provinces, 
u you had yet the affrontery to enter into pra&ices 
u againftus, even when my father was already de- 
" clarcd emperor, and myfelf Caefar. Nay, it went 
"further yet; for, after the very eftablifliment of 
(i us, by common confent,in thequietandpeaceable 
u polTcilion of the empire, and the congratulatory 
tc compliments that were paid us by foreign mi- 
4 niftcrs, upon our acceffion to the government, 
tc who but the Jews were ttill our enemies ? as ap- 
44 pcaredby their dilpatches of enibaffies and depu- 
< 4 tations beyond Euphrates, for afliftance in their 
u revolt. To fay nothing of your new fortifica- 
44 tious, factions, and competitions, till it came, 
IC in the end, to a civil war ; an ingratitude that 
" none hut the wickedeft of men could have been 

44 guilty of. 

a When my father fent me (though with great 
" difficulty andrelu&ance) to call this ftubborn re- 
*• bellicus city to account, how pleafcd I was to 
4i hear that the people were difpofed towards a 
peace ! how did I beg of you to prevent a war 
41 before a blow was ftruck I Can you fay that I did 
44 not make it as eafy to you afterwards as I could ? 
" Did I ever refufe any man of you that offered 
4i himfelf? Did I ever break faith with any man 
u that came over to me ? How tender was I of your 
44 prifoners I or was I ever hard upon any man that 
" did not inflame the quarrel ? With what re- 
4C ludrance did I come to the battering of your 
" wall ! I avoided all bloody executions as much as 
44 poftiblc. When did I ever get the better of you, 
44 and not fue for peace, as if you yourfelves had 
" been the conquerors ? Whenever 1 came near 
" your temple, I took no advantage of the right I 
44 hail, by the law of arms, to deltroy it j but only 
u made it my requeft to you, to fpare yourfelves, 
11 and all that was holy that belonged to you. Did 
" 1 not offer you free leave to depart, and upon 
terms of fecurity too ? Or, if nothing but fight- 
ct ing would ferve your turn, I gave you the choice 
4t of your own time and place. What is the fruit 



44 to the contrary ; but that they were ready to (>c 
u gone, if he pleafcd , with their wives and children/ 
"into the defart, an<l leave the town to the I«o~ 
u mans. Titus was foincenfed at pnloners irivjii<r 
la 



aw 



and impohng conditions upon the con- 
4 querors, that he caufed proclamation to be made, 
44 that no Jew fhould prefumc, for the future, to 
44 make any further application to Titus, or expert 
44 either protection or quarter; but that they might 



44 now defend themfelves by arms as well as they 
44 could ; for Caefar wasrefolvcd to govern hi ml elf 
44 by the rules of war." 

Titus then gave orders to the fbldiers to plunder 
and burn the city ; fo that on the day following, they 
fet fire to the repofitory of the archieves/to the 
council-chamber, and a place called Ophlas ; at 
which time the fire proceeded as far as the palace of 
queen Helena, which was in the middle of Acra. 
The lanes were alfo confumed, as were the houfes 
that were full of the dead bodies of thofe whd 
periflied by famine. 

« 

On the fame day the fons and brethren of king 
Izates, with feveral other perfons of rank,preferred 
a petition to Titus for their lives, which, according 
to his wonted benevolence, he granted, though they 
had juftly incurred his indignation. He ordered 
them, indeed, to be kept in cuftody ; and the fons 
and relatives of Izates were fent bound as hoftages 
to Rome. 



now of all this tendernefs, but the burning of the 
44 temple with your own hands, that I would fo wil- 
u lingly have preferved I Have you the hardinefs 
44 now at laft to invite me to a parley, as if you had 
44 any thing left to atone for what you have de- 
44 ftroyed r How can you expe<St a pardon for your- 
44 felves, that would not fo much as pardon your 

" own temple ? You prefent yourfelves in arms too, II The next day the Romans drove the rebels out of 
without Co much as pretending to be fupplicants. It the lower city, and fet ail on fire as far as Siloam. 



CHAP. XIV. 

The fatlion move to the palace royal, where they flay 
about 8400 perfons, and feize all their trcafnre. A 
nice point of honour amongfl the Romans. The affec- 
tion of Jofephus for his country. Dreadful ravages 
of war and famine. Miferable refources of the 
fail ion. 

THE faction now ruflied into the palace-royal, The rebels 
where many had depofited their effe&s on ac- p^ e the 
count of its ftrength, drove the Romans out of it, 
flew about 8400 perfons, and plundered them of all 
their treafure. They took upon this occafion, t wo 1 
Roman foldiers alive, the one belonging to the in- 
fantry, the other to the cavalry. The former they 
flew, and had him dragged throughout the cityj as 
revenging themfelves upon the whole body of the 
Romans by this one inftance. The latter, on pre- 
tence of having fomething to communinate relative 
to theintereft of the faction, was brought before: 
Simon ; but the pretence appearing frivolous, he 
was delivered up to Aidalas, one of Simon's offi- 
cers, tobepunilhed- He was brought out with his 
hands bound behind him, and a band over his eyes, 
in order tobe beheaded within light of the Romans ; 
but as the executioner was preparing for his office, 
the prifoner ftarted away, and made his efcape to 
the Romans. 

Though Titus could not think of putting him to 
death for thus efcaping fi;om the enemy, yet as he f 
deemed it unworthy of a Roman foldier to be taken honour Z- 
alive, he was difarmed cafhiered ; an indignity to ™ on s ihc 

r ., \ . r J ^Romany. 

a man or honour more piercing than the lofs of 
life. 



* But to come to the ground of this miferable con- 
4t fidence ; your people are wholly difheartened, 
44 your temple isgone,the city mine,and yourfelves 
ct all at my mercy : and yet you would be thought 
** to infift upon terms of honour at laft. Not to 
u ftand expoftulatingany longer with you on your 
44 follies, lay down your arms, and furrender your- 
4 " felves, and I am yet content to give you your 
' lives. When I have once done neceflaryjuftice 
4 upon the principal rebels, you (hall find me a 
41 gentle matter to the reft/* The faction returned 



him this anfwer, 44 That they could not deliver 
41 themfelves up upon any promife or aflurance he 
could give them, becaufe they were under an oath 



Thefe foldiers, indeed, had the pleafure of feeing 
the city deftroyed ; but they mifled the plunder, for 
the Jews had carried off all their cffe&s, and were 
retired into the upper city. Such wastheir obftinacy, 
that, fofar from repenting of the mifchiefs they had 
done, they become infolent^ and beheld the confla- 
gration of the city with joyful countenances, in ex- 
pectation of death, as they declared, to end their 
miferies. The people were now wafted, the temple 
burnt down, and the city in a blaze ; fo that there 
was nothing further left for the enemy to do. 

Inthisutmoftextremity,however,Jofephttsdid all ramotifm 
that could bedoucto fave the miferable ruins of a of J cfc P hu5 
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defulat^d city, lie rcmonftratcd with them on tlicir 
barbarity and impiety, and gave therm advice as to 
i heir future proceedings. But they derided his 
eouhfcl ; as they were bound on oath not to ftirren- 
dertliemfclvcs ? aswellasfo accuftoincd to (laughter, 
they could not rcftraiu from the commiillon of it. 

In this diftra&cd ftatc of things they difpeiTcd 
themfelvcs throughout the city, and laid in ambufli 
among!): its ruins, to furprizc thofc that might at- 
nirjciivas tempt to defertto the Romans. Accordingly many 
utunnne. G f t } )em were taken ; for they were too much re- 
duced by famine to elcape by flight. Their dead 
bodies were.thrown to the dogs : but of all deaths 
famine was the moll: frightful and ghaftly, info- 
much that many went over to the Romans, defpair- 
ing of mercy, and merely to exchange one death for 
another. The ftreets were ftrewed with dead bo- 
dies from one end of the city to the other 3 that had 
been either murdered or ftarved- 

« The laft hopes of the fa&ion were in their re- 

Tn? vanity * r n 

ofthcty- celles in iubterraneous caverns, rrom a vain fancy 
rants hopes t ] iat t ] ierc they might lie concealed till the Romans 

were gone, and that then they migjht make their e£- 
capc, n ot confidering that no recels couldhide them 
from theall-feeing eye of Divine juftice. They de- 
pended, however, on thefe fubterfuges, and did 
more mifchief than the Romans by fire, killing and 
robing all they could meet, that came for fanc- 
tuary to thofc caverns. Nay, they now fought one 
with another about their plunder ; audi cannot but 
think, if their deftrudtion had not prevented it, 
their barbarity would have induced the living to 
eat the flefli of the dead. 



with 



CHAP. XV. 



The Romans begin 



the 



upper 
Simon 



to raifc banks againjl 
town. The Idumaeans offer their Jervices to 
who accepts the fame, and grants them pardon.- 

pats the deputies of the Idumaeans to death. Men, 
womcn^ and children, fold like herds of beafts in a 
market. Titus fets 40,000 of the populace at liberty. 



Titus re- 
news the 



P&incas, treafurcr of the temple , makes a valuable 
difcovery. 

TITUS obferving that the upper town was 
feated on fuch crags and precipices, that it 

?ai?n d0t c0U ^d not poffibly be taken without railing banks 
bank". againft it, entered upon that arduous undertak- 
ing the twentieth day of the month. The con- 
veyance of the materials was attended with much 
difficulty, as all the trees within the diftance of an 
hundred furlongsfrom the town were cut downfor 
the former works. The four legions threw up a 
bank on the weft fide of the city, over againft the 
palace royal. The auxiliaries, and the reft, caft up 
another towards the gallery with the bridge, and a 
fort that Simon buiit.in his war with John, known 
by the name of Simon's Tower. 



The common people were fold, 
and children, like be a ft:; in a market, 
rates, there being but few purchafcrs. 



their wives 
unci at ca/y 



Titus reflecting upon this, and upon his own pro-* 
clamatton, forbiding anymore Jews to conic over 
to himlingly, was now pie a fed to difper.ee with his 
order, and to receive as many of them, one by one, 
as prefented themfelvcs ; but with fuperiors over 
them to diftinguifh the good from the bad, and to Te n ^ 
deal with them according to their merits Vaft hnix ^ 
numbers of them were fold ; and upwards of forty 
thoufand fet at liberty by Titus, to go whithcrfo- hyT ^ 
ever they plcafed. 

There was, at the fame time, one Jefus,a priefl-,and 
the fon of Thebuth, who compounded with Titus 
for his life; upon condition of delivering up to him 
fome of the veffels, donations, and other ornaments 
belonging to the temple. He came out, and deli- 
vered tohim, from the wall, two candlefticks, fome 
tables, cups, and goblets, all like thofc in the temple, 
of gold . He gave him alfo f c vcral veils, fecerdotal 
habits and a great number of facrificing vcflels. 

Phincas, the treafurer of the temple, produced ma ^ 
many priefts habits and girdles, purple and fcarlet hl *e< 
fluffs, that were folded up for ufc. There was alfo C07cnt \ 
a proportion of cinnamon, caflia, gums, and per- 
fumes, for daily incenfe, befides fcveral forts of 
holy ornaments, and private goods. This man, in 
confideration of thofe ferviccs,pbta:ncd from Titus 
the fame pardon that he allowed to fuch as volun- 
tarily defcrted. 



C H A P. XVI. 

The banks are finificd and the Romans advance with 
their engines againfl the upper wall. Some of the fae* 
tion withdraw^ while others /land their ground. Simon 
and John are terrified by falfc alarms. They become 
infatuated^ and refign the Jirongc/l places they had to 
the Romans^ who carry 'all before them. Titus imputes 
his fuccefs to an over-ruling Providence , and caufes a 
■ monument to be ere died as a tefimony of it. Gives 
orders concerning the difpofal of the. prifoners. 

• .V 

■ ■ 

1"^HE works being finifhed on the feventh dayThefc 
; of the month Gorpieus.. the Romans advanced JJ 
their engines ; and that part of the fadion that def- gat^- 
paired of holding out, quitted the walls, and with- jjjr 
drew to the caftle ; and others into fubterraneous 
vaults, while the more rcfolute maintained their 
ground, and oppofed thofe who had the dire&ioh of 
thebattery. The Romans overcame them by their 
numbers and ftrength; tho' chiefly: by the alacrity 
with- which they executed their orders, while the 
"Jews were dejedtedj and become weak. As foon 
as they obfervedanyfla\vin the* wall, .or. that any of 
the turrets gave way tothcengincsvtlie.defcndants 
fluffed away as fait as they could/. Simon and John Th;tr. 
themfelves were feized'with a panic, and fled, even ^JJJ*; 
before the Romans were come within diftance of do- sr.* 



At the fame time the Idumrcan officers concer- J ingthem any hurt.. Thelcmen, whofeinfolentarid r - u 



mxans, by 



er their 



thcidu- tc( j a plj;n of defertion to the Romans, and fent five 

deputies \Vith a tender of their fervices to Titus, 

fcrvice? to 311 ^ a P et it" lon for mercy in the name of the- reft.: 
Tic 15. Though the r application was rather late, Titus;! 

from an opinion that the rebel tyrants, John and 1 
Simon, would never ftand it out after fuch'a defer-* 
tion, fent the deputies back with a promifc of theiri 
lives ; for he looked upon the Idumaeans as.the moffc 
conflderable part of their army. The plan, it 

^warcpnc f eems 9 bad tranfpired ; for. the deputies -were ap- 
todeathby preliendcd, immediately put to death, \&nd their 
Simon. . leaders imprifbnfed, of whom James, the fbri-Sofas, 

was the chief. Though much couldnot be expec- 
ted from the common foldicrs,no w deprived of their 
officers, they were kept under a ftri£ter guard ; but 
even that precaution could not prevent their defer- 
ring. Many were cut off, but more efcaped ; for 
. Titus had too much generofity to prefs his former 
prohibition to the utm oft rigour ; and the v : ery fol- 
* die& themfelves, betwixt the hopes of booty , and a 
glutof blood, became morehumane and moderate. 



arrogant practices had been fo'notorious,now tr.etn 
bled with the dircft apprehcniions\* and exhibited 
evfcry proof of 'dread andpulillanimity . :Tbey made 
an attempt, indeed, upon the wall of circunival- 
lation thstt th^Romans hadrraiftd about the city, 
attacked and made a breach-in.it,- with arefolution 
I of- faflingiipon the g\iards,and making their efcape; 
but percievingv when they expecced:tobe feconded, 
tliat*l3heirfriend : s had alf for foken them, they hur- 
ried away in coitfulion^ as-thcir fears and neceflitics 
'moved the-rn. ' r % ;• i:., 1 : 
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In this fantaftical variety of frightful imagina- 
tionsvone brought news that -the: whole wall to the fe»»fi 
weft ward was overthrown others that the Romans 
\vere : ]uft at the foot of it, that fome were entered, 
and 'fome of them feen in polfeflion of the to wet- 
Whatever they feared^thcy fa w, falling proftrate 
upon their faces, and bemoaning their follies, as it 
they had been thunder-llruck, and knew not which 
way to turn themfelvcs. 



1 



1 
t 

c 
c 



Book 



VII. 



W A Jl S 



o v 



it r; 



J K W 



45 



fltr?rjnM 



The interposition of Divine Providence was 
g'; r c? very remarkable upon this occafion ; for the ty- 
firoug^ rants wliolly deprived tberofclvcs of tlic fccuriiy 
hnu they had in their own power, by quitting thofc 

holds of their own accord, that could never have 
been taken but by famine, and this after they bad 
(pent lb much time to no purpofe, upon other 
places of much lefs importance. 15y this means the 
llomans became matters of three impregnable forts 
by fortune, that could never have been' taken any 
other way ; for the three famous towers formerly 
mentioned were proof againftall battery. 



ciiftribntccl 
of the then 

vcniccii were Juld for /laves. 



d u p and down the provinces for tlje 
at res as gladiators ; and thofc mulct 



■ ■ • 
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Upon their quitting thefe towers,through theim^ 

pulfe of a judicial infatuation, they battened away 
tothevalcofSiloam,and,afterfomcrecolle£ionaiid- 

refrefliment, made an alfault upon the new wall 
there ; but it was fo faint and weak, that the guards 
beat them off j for, betwixt fatigue, difporidency, 
dread, and mifery, their rtrength failed them, and 
they again retired into fubterraneous caverns. 

iisRo- The Romans being now matters of the walls, 
■w!* 1 * planted their enfigns upon the towers, with accla- 
fignjupon mations of triumph for the victory they had gam- 
,iewlMf,# ed, as having found the end of the war much ligh- 
ter than the beginning j if, at leatt, the war was 
now at an end, which the}' could not well doubt,, 
without diftrufting their own eyes. 

The foldiers were now broke loofe all over the' 

■ 

Saicarv town, with their fwords dr^wn, flaying all that felF 
ail bciore* i n their wav without diftindtion. and burnin or eh tire' 



V/hilc the pri (oners were under the charge of 
Fronto, eleven tboufand of them were ftarved to 
death, through the churlifhnefs of the keepers on 
the one hand, who ricglc&cd to bring them food, 
and their own difgutt on the other, that reftrained 
them from eating. But their numbers in'fadt were 
fo great, that there was not provifioh adequate to 
their fuftenance. * 



CHAP. XVII. 



- r 



The number of thoje that per i foe d in the fiege^ and cftiofe 
taken captive. Jo/in and Simot: taken, 
for triumph, the other d pfijoncr for life, 
laid in ajbes. and the walls thrown down. 



The one kept 

fhe city 



them. 



houfes, and whatever was ih them, in one common 
flame. In many places, which they entered tofearch 
for plunder, they found the carcafes of fuch as had 
perished by famine ; fo that, ftruck with horror at 
jo hideous a fpe&acle, they came out without 
touching any thing : but this commiferation for 
thedead did not render them in' the lea ft degree 

more humane tothehving, for they (tabbed every 
one they met, infomuch that- the channels of the ? 
city ran down with blood, as if it had been toqti£nclr 
the fire. . In the evening they : defifted ! from flay- 
ing, and proceeded to burning.' ' 

« The eighth day" of the month Gorpieus, put an 

m&fv'- cnc ' to t * le conflagration of Jerusalem ,and.if ail the 
ooncf" bieiTingsit ever enioved from: its ^ foundation: Jiad 
jerauicm. been in proportion to the calamities it fuftalhed 

during this fiege, it would certamlyrhave been the 
envy of the world. The fonrce of all its milferjcs 



T^HE number of thofe taken captive during- this " Nom ^ cf ^ 
X whole war, was computed. to amount to nine- the P ri- 
ty-feven tboufand; and the number of thole that 
periflied during the fiege, was eftimated-at ; eleven 1 
hundred tboufand : the greateftpart of them were 
Jews bynatioh, though not citizens of Jerusalem ; 
for it was at a general aflembly in that metropolis, 
from all quarters, to celebrate the feaft of the 
pafTover; that they were (urprized into a War y The 
multitude was* fo prodigious, that,* for want of de- 
cent accommodation, they firft brought the plague 
iri to the city, which, through want of competent 
provifiony was -followed* by a- famine.- That the 
city was capacious enough id-contain fo many peo- 
ple is manifett, if credit may be given to the cal- 
culation of Ceftiiis.' • • : * - ' 



* * * 
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Nero held tlie jews in fudi:c6hteitip^ ; t\iatCfeftiuS; 
xnadefuitto the high«prreft, to devife fome method' 
of numbering the people , "and this he did from a 
defire of rbnvirichfo- the emperor : that>the Tewifh 
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nation was not fo defpieSble as he im^gtmd. : They- 
took their titrie- to enter up^thc ^computatib^ a'ti 




ay 



fides were afftrwards'^b be : eat^v in t^ei^fainiiies^thc people. 
I by ten at ati&ftiTtiiet\mi*4&tti 

thentimbW >- - ' ' ' - 



ra 
mi 




arofe from its producing foaniquitous and.aban- || fons* bil^W'^ 



doned a generation, as brought on its total over- 
throw, and fheathed their fwords infche veryAowcJa 
of their country. > ■ : ■.-..« • j.: 
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TiJcncc. 



TJwja . » As Titus was taking a furvey of ; the upper- to wn> 
b«M in" 1- the works, the fortifications, and particularly itibe 
^wftto towers, which the tyrants in their infatuation Lad 

the aid of . 7 . t -., J .... , . . t . 

DTinePro-abandoned, when he contemplated on their alti- 
tude, dimenfions, and (ituation, together with the 
curious defign\ and execution of the whole 'fahric, 
he broke forth into this pious Thapfbdy :\ ^/If. -an 
*" Almighty arm hafl not been' fti^etphed fartJi .to 
u our afliftance, we could heve'r &ave7ejedbed,the 
cc Jews out of thefe fortifications'^a'sit was certainly 
cc an und er taking not to be accomplifiied by human 
c< power alanbJ 9 ^-Saving tnad,e this^ ^ remark ltd h^s 
friends about-him* his next care^wasito fct.all tlfc 
prifoners at ^ liberty •whom.thcwtyrants had.l^f tin She 
towers, and afte^wards^upoi^xlemdlifhingithftiditjy^ 
to preferve thofi;:turrets as aranomimicitt of hi§ /he- 
cefs. through Divineraid, « withbmt - which thewvrei- 
dudlion would- have been impra&icable.. : : 



motives. 



This prodigiou^cofrcoUi^(fof|)eople,whicli might 




lttjthecityai 

in a pruon,; ror tnc Jiomqn army erfSp'aM it 
when crowded with irih&brtants. According*ly,^the 
number of the flain in tlie ficjre was the hea-vieft 



A moiui- 
racnt to 
perpetuate 
l ht event. 



^ i.i J J 4 



The Ilomnn foldiei-s-bei 



||onofTu Jng execution, and TiUmberk 

con- r» 

Kr "«nSthe I 
captives. A 



el^^^itfe'-fpeiit' r wifJi*clo- i 

jfeffcftitt r%taainin'g- aliV^ S 




the fate of every eric according 5 tirhis merits. The 
robbers and feditibus impeached one anotKe^ ^/and ; 
were all putto death. Thoferof comelv and grace-: 
fill pevfons, and in the prime of youth, -were reft?!!-; 
ved to adorn his triumph.* As fdr the reft of , the 
multitude, all thofe above feventeen years old werie 
lent in bonds to the Egyptian mines. Others were 






pled upafi;\he dfead bpdi^? in.a purified ftat p. jfhey 




4*bemM.tjhfl f pnd ; for ogd h^Jwe^^^j^^the 
4aveimc^fitft4riv^ to Juftrce 

beg that\n^Vcy th ( ey>l?ad* fo ; oftqn 'dtffjnfcdrfrA^ overtakes 
Simon, *f^* ; a Mon^ftrpggl C/ ^^dn^ppv^blc 
,neceffi^y»7J/BjiKcred n J7 jhiinfclv ? Tl^e la^fer .wa^ire- siraon. 
ftrv.cd. for trfamph^ and .J ph a ,m :\de a prlfonejr for 
life. : T^e ; Rqmans now fptfire to the eKtreme r nam 
ot the city, and threw down the walls. 
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CHAP' XVIII. 



Jerufalem taken and deflroyed. Brief account of its 

hiftory. 

MkenaS TP**^ was Jerufalem taken, and utterly deftroy-* 
Uidwaftc. A cd, in the fecond year of the reign of Vefpa- 

fian, on the eighth day of the month Gorpicus It 
had been taken five times before ; that is to fay, by 
Azochxeus, king of Egypt ; Antiochns Epiphanes, 
king of Syria ; Pompey, Herod, and Softus, who 
Hill preferved it. I5ut Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, laid it wafte, one thoufand, four hundred, 
fixty-eight years, and fix months after it was firft 
built. 



fester 



16 difcompofc the Roman conduct and courage, 
" claim every mark of gratitude and refpeel. It was 
" but reafonablc for you to put an end to a war 
" that had lafted lb long, which was your chief 
ic defire when you entered upon it. It muft afford 
" you lingular pleafureand fatibfa&ion, to feeyour 
u choice of the Roman emperor and generals not 
ic only admitted, but univerfally approved. I can- 
c< not' but efteem and admire you all for what you 
" have done j but thofe who have rendered them- 
cc felves exemplary iu their enterprizes, and there- 
c< by done honour to their characters and profeffi- 
tc ons, may depend on my care to make an equiva- 
" lent return. Every emulation to excel lhall have 
c< a proportionate acknowledgment, as I take more 
tc delight in rewarding the meritorious, than in 
Ci * puniihing the delinquent/ 9 

Titus hereupon ordered the proper officers to pro- An eiCfU 
duce the lift of thofe who had fignalized themfelves l j J t 5 otfo » 
_ by their gallant exploits in the courfc of the war. maL! Ro " 

city to the Almighty ; erected a temple in it, and II They were fpecified byname, and highly applaud- 
officiated in quality of a prieft, giving it the name II ed, both by the general, and all therefpedtable per- 
of Jerufalem, which before was called Solyma. ]| fonsprefent on the occafion. From words he pro-^J^ 

ceeded to fubftantial inftanccs of liberality and foidier^ 
When David, the king of the Jews, came after- II bounty. They were crowned with coronets of thctT* 
wards to drive out the Canaanites, he planted his gold> had golden ornaments put about their necks ; fc ra , 
own people there ; and, in four hundred feventy- lances, pointed with gold, put into their hands ; 
feven years, and three months, after this, it was |{ prefented with filver medals j and advanced every 
laid wafte by the Babylonians. From the reign of 
David to the deftrudtion of the city under Titus, 
were one thoufand, one hundred, and feventy-nine 
3'ears : and two thoufand, one hundred, andfeven- 
ty-feven, from the foundation of it. Yet neither 



The firft founder was a man of power amongft the 
Canaanites, called Melchifedeck, which, in the He- 
brew language, fignifies a righteous king ; for fuch 
he was in an eminent degree. He firft dedicated the 



man according to his ftation. He gave them mo- 
ney, in gold and filver j out of the booty, with rich 
robes, and other things of value. 

-j , Having made this diftribution according to the 

its antiquity, nor its vaft riches, nor the diffufion I merit of each individual, Titus, accompanied by 



of its glory over all the habitable earth, nor the 
great veneration paid it on a religious account, 
have been fiifficient to prcferve it from deftruction. 
This was, in fine, the ifTue of the fiege. 

When the foldiers had neither rapine nor blood- 
fhed to gratify their fpleen, Titus gave orders for 
laying the city and temple level with the ground ; 



the vows, prayers, and acclamations of the whole 
army, descended from his tribunal, to offer facrifi- 
ces, and give thanks for his victory. A great num- 
ber of oxen were facrificed j and distributed among SS?^ 
the army. Titus having regaled his officers forin$aad£ 
three days, the troops were difmiffed to their re-^J^ 
fpe&iye quarters, and Jerufalem committed to the 
guard'of the tenth legion, without fending it back 



and leaving nothing ftanding but the three famous to Euphrates, whence it came. 



towers, Phafaelus, Hippicos, and Mariamne, and 
fo much of the wall as enclofed the city on the left 
fide, where he defigried to keep a garrifon. The 
towers were to remain as fo many monuments to 
pofterity of the power and condudt of the Romans 
in taking them. This order was punctually exe- 
cuted ; but all the reft was laid fo level, that the 
place fecmed as if it never had been inhabited* 
This was the miferable end to which Jerufalem 
was reduced, from the inordinate propenfity of the 
inhabitants to innovations. 



CHAP., XIX. 

Titus difiributes honours and rewards amongft his foU 
diers, accompanied with an elegant and generous ad- 
drefs. Offers a thankf giving facrifice for his vic- 
tory\ 

TITUS having formed a refolution to leave the 
tenth legion in garrifon in Jerufalem, with 
fbme fquadrons and battalions of horfe and foot, and 
having difcharged every duty incumbent on a vigi- 
lant and careful general, wasdefirous of bellowing 
proper re wards upon thofe who had fignalized them- 
felves in the fervice of their country. To this end, 
he mounted a tribunal, with his principal officers 
about him, and from an eminence, where he might 
beft be heard, delivered himfelf to the army in 
terms to the following effect : 

<€ It is impoffible, my brave fellow foldiers, to 
Tfmtohfs "exprefs the fenfe I entertain of the refpeel: and 

* c obedience you have fhewn me during the whole 
* c courfe of this war. Your invincible nrmnefs, up- 
* c on all occafions, and in the mod imminent dan- 
" ger j the reputation you have acquired in ad- 
cc vancingthe honour, and enlarging the territo- 
46 ry, of your country ; and* finally, the proof you 
ct have given, that neither fuperiority of numbers, 



Bearing in memory that the twelfth legion had 
given way to the Jews under Ceftius, their com- 
mander, he expelled them out of all Syria, (for they 
had laid formerly at Raphanea,) and fent them 
away to a place called Maletine, that lies along 
the Euphrates, upon the borders of Cappadocia 
and Armenia, keeping* two legions to himfelf, as a 
competent guard to convoy him into Egypt. From, 
hence he took his paflage toCefareaupon the coaft ; 
but it being winter, he durft not venture into Italy j 
fo that he depofited his treafure for the prefent, 
and took every precaution for the fecurity of the 
prifoners. 

CHAP. XX. 



• « 




foldic 



IS 
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advantages of forts, ftrength of places, nor the 
outrageous fury of brutal adversaries, can ever 



While Titus lay before Jerufalem, Vtfpaftan vifits fe* 
veral Jea-ports. Simon taken prifoner by Terentius 
RufuS) and put in chains. Promotes farther dijco~ 
veries. The births of Domifian and Vefpafian cele- 
brated with great pomp. 

» 

* • 

URING the fiege of Jerufalem by Titus, Vef- 
pafian embarked on board a trading veflel for gj^jj; 
Rhodes, where he took a galley, and fo pafle-d out M 
of Ionia into Greece^ vifiting all the towns in his 
way, where he was raoft magnificently received. 
He then proceeded toCdrcyra, and fo to.Japygia, 
whence he took his journey by land. 

Titus was now come back fromCefarea upon the 
fea-coaft, to that called Cefarea Philippi, where he 
made a confiderable ftay, entertaining himfelf with 
a diverfity of fpectacles, as combats betwixt men 
and beafts, man and man, troop and troop, which 
coft him the lives of many of his captives. 

At this juncture Simon, the fon of Gioras, hap-W* 
pened to be taken in the following manner. Simon, f onC r. 
upon the fiege of Jerufalem, was forced into the up- 
per town, and the Romans breaking into the city, 
he wasmuch puzzled to devifc means of effecting 
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his cfcape, till at length he hit upon this contri- 
vance. He got together a number of miners, ftonc- 
cutters, fiuiths, and men well ikillcd in iron works, 
and having laid in a flock of provifions for feveral 
weeks, they let themfelves all down into a fub terra- 
neous cavern. When they had made their way as 
far as they could, and found the paflage too narrow 
to proceed, they betook themfelves to digging 
and mining, hoping to work a thoroughfare, and 
fo to make their efcape. But, before they could 
make any confiderate advance, their provifion fell 
{hott, and the plan of courfe failed, though they 
managed their ftorcs with the u tin oft oeconomy. 

Simon had now recourfe to another device, which 
was to alarm and terrify the Romans* To this 
end he put on a white garment, over which he 
threw a purple cloak, and in this garb presented 
hinifelf out of the ground from under the ruins of 
the late temple, to the amazement of the foldiers 
and others, that firft faw the fuppofed apparition. 
But, on his approach, they took courage, aikedhhn 
his name, and who he was, and, upon his refufing 
to fatisfy them, and calling to fpeak with the of- 
ficer of the guard, Terentius Rufus, who had the 
JjJJjb y command, was immediately fentfor, and learning 
o£cer,and t i ie truth from Simon, caufed him to be put in 

chains, and tranfmitted an account of the whole 
affair to Casfar. 

« 

Thus was thus inhuman tyrant, who had taken 
away fo many of hiscount^mens livesby fiiborn- 
ation and falie evidence, upon pretence of their 
going over to the Romans, brought tojuftice hxm- 
fclf, and delivered into the hands of his enemies, 
without any force upon him, by his own a<5t. But 
the ftroke of Divine vengeance cannot be avoided ; 
noristhe power of innocence and juftice to be con- 
tended with ; while the punifhment is frequently 
aggravated by being deferred, and when notorious 



the favour of government ever fincc the day* of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, who laid walk the city of 
Jcrufalcm, and rifled the temple. The fucccllbrs 
of Antiochus caufed reftitiitiou to be made to the 
Jews of all the brazen vellcls that had been taken 
away, in order to be dedicated to the fcrvicc of 
their fynagogue at Antioch, alio wingthetri the lame 1 ™ 6 ? ar= 
freedom of the city with the Greeks ;and they were Sc m^Sly 
Hkewife treated by the fuccccdiii£ kings the fairie 



manner, their numbers incrcafing, and their tem- 
ple rich and flourifhirig, info much, that feveral 
Pagan profelytes came over to them, and incor- 
porated with their nation. 

But, upon the breaking up pf the war, and Xe£- 
pafian'spaflingby feaintoSyria, the Jews l-cndered 
themfelves extremely odiousfromoneparticularin- 
ftance^ There was one Antiochus, fbn of one of 
the molt eminent Jews in Antioch, both for rank 
and power. This Antiochus coming into the thea- 
tre upon a public alTembly, openly charged his fa- 
ther, and certain other foreign jews by name, with W^tfer^ 
a defign to fire the city in the night. This enraged bv C Ando- 
the multitude to fuch a degree, that they called im- J-™*^ 
mediately for fire, and burnt the pretended confpi- jew. 
ratorsin the .hi id ft of the theatre. The rabble were, 
for doing the fame execution on ail the reft, and fc-* 
curing their country before it was too late. Antio- 
chus aggravated their rage as much as pofliblej and, 
as an argument of the affe&ion he had for the Pa- 
gan worfhip, and his averfion to that of the Jews, 
he not only facrificed after the Pagan manner him- {j* 
felf,but forced others to do fo, upon pain of death worship; 
in cafe of refufal. Some of the inhabitants of An- 
tioch complied with this injunction ; but moft of 
the Jews flood out, and were put to death. 

Antiochus being by this time ih a better condi- 
tion to wreak his vengeance upon the Jews, having 
a command given him by the governor, exercifed 
more rigour towards the citizens, not permitting 



le&nreJ 
for i ul- 
tra* h ;c 

lose, 



offenders hug themfelves in fecurity. This was the them to reft on the feventh day, forcing them to Snp 
cafe of Simon in the hands of the Romans ; and his || work indifferently upon that day as upon others ; the obfer- 

andcarried matters to fuch extremity, that the ob- ' The cS^f 
fervation of the fabbath was not only abolifhed at bath. 
Antioch, but in danger of being abrogated every 
where elfe. 

The perfecutioi} of the Jews at Antioch was fol- 
lowed by another calamity. The fquare market, 
with feveral offices where the public records were 
depofited, and otl\er ftately buildings, happening The jWs 
to take fire, the flame was fo fierce, that the whole 
city was in danger of being burnt to the ground, city of 



fantafticai fcheme of rifing out of the ground, 
proved an occafion of difcovering divers of his 
companions in their lurking-places. 

Simon beingprefentcd to Titus in chains, on his 
return to Cefareaby the fea-fide, was ordered to be 
kept for his triumph at Rome. While Titus was 
at Cefarea, hefet a day apart for the celebration of 
the nativity of his brother Domitian, and a great 
number of his condemned prifoners were dedicated 
to the honour of the folemnity. The number of 
thofe that were deftroyed by beafts, fire, and in com- 
bat one with another, were fuppofed to amount at 
leaft to two thoufand five hundred ; and all this too 
little in the opinion of the Romans, who bore them 
a mortal averfion. Titus went afterwards to Bery- 
tus, a city of Phoenicia, and a Roman colony, 
where he continued for fome time, and celebrated 
his father's birth-day with more fplendour and 
magnificence than the former, both for fpeftacles, 
and other fumptuous entertainments. 

CHAP. XXI. 



Antiochus imputed the caufe of it to the Jews, and 



the natives were apt enough to believe it, for the 
very fake of the late ftory, even if they had not been 
prepoflefTed againft them beforehand. Taking the 



matter, however, for granted, they fell upon the 



perfons accufed with fo outrageous a fury, that 



Callegas, the deputy-governor to Cerennius Petus, 
had theutmoft difficulty to keep the people quiet, 
till the emperor might be duly informed of the af- 
fair. Cerennius had his commiffion as the gover- 
nor, but was not as yet come to his command. Cal- 
legas, upon a ftruft examination of the matter, 
evidently difcovered that not one of the Jews ac- 



only means of fecuri^g themfelves from being ap- 
prehended by their creditors, was to deftroy their 
evidence. But the Jews were yet under great ter- 
tor from uncertain expectations of the iffue of thefe 
falfe accufations. 



fifths 
Aotioch. 



The Jews difperfed throughout the habitable earth, ef- c » fed by Antiochus had any hand in ^it. It appear- 
pecially in Syria and Antioch. Antiochus, the fon of\\ e ^ °» th f contrary, to be the fcheme of -a few 
a Jew, occafions many difaflers, by Jetting up 'the Pa- || ab ? ndon ^ 
gan worjbip, and fappr effing the ob fervation of the 
fabbath. 7*he city takes fire^ and Antiochus imputes 
it falfcly to the Jews. 

THE Jews in Antioch were now accufed for di- 
vers mifdemeanors againft them, of a public 
rather than a private nature. But it is neceffary to 
enlarge upon this fubjeA, for the better under- 
ftanding the fequel of this hiftory. 

♦ 

The Jews are a people dilperfed over the face of 
the whole earth, particularly amongft the Syrians, 
as they are their near neighbours, and more efpe- 
cially in Antioch, where there are great numbers 
of them, not only on account of its being a large 
and populous city, but alfo by reafou of the privi- 
leges and immunities thev have enioved through 




i * 



CHAP. XXII. 

Titus exprefjes the greatefi joy upon his father's arrival 
in Italy. Vefpaftan is received at Rome with uni- 
verfal acclamations. 

■ 

TITUS, on receiving the news of his father's 
happy arrival in Italy, and of the honourable 
reception he had met with in the courfe of his pro- 
grefs, and particularly the lingular refpeA fhewn 
him on his entering the city of Rome, could not 
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but give every demonftration of pleafurc and fatis- 
aSfwfiiif faction. Vefpaiiaii was held in the fame vencrati- 
x^utcl on at all diftanccs, as if he had been prefent ; and 

the pleating expectation the people had of feeing 
him, in fume degree compenfatcd for his abfence. 
The fenate, who bore in memory the miferablc re- 
volutions they had feen, upon transferring the fo~ 
vereign rule from one prince to another, cfteemed 
themfel ves happy in the bleffing of an emperor that 
brought reputation, conduit, and experience with 
him into the adminiftration. The common people 
were no lefs pleafed with the change, cfpecially 
as they were at that time umbroiled in civil wars, 
and entertained a hope of being reftored, by his 
means, to their ancient freedom and plenty. The 
military part had a peculiar affe&ion for him 5 for 
the proofs he had given them, upon divers occafi- 
ons, of his martial flcill and genuine pro weft, befides 
the feufe they retained or the fliame and fcandal 
they had fuffered under other commanders, made 
them conclude that no man was fo fit to fetthem 
right as Vefpafian. 

This prince, in fine, was fo univerfally beloved, 
that thofe who enjoyed any polls of dignity under 
the government, had not patience to wait his com- 
ing at a diftance, and therefore went out to meet 
him a confiderable way from the city, with fuch a 
train of the populace after them, that more came 
AH people out than ftayed behind. As he advanced near the 
with his 1 town > word was brought him how he gained upon 
affobffltyScthe affection of the people by his affability and ad- 
adOrcfs. drefs ; the ways being thronged with women and 

children, from a longing curiohty to fee him, break- 
ing into rapture of admiration at the elegance of 
his perfon, and the politenefs of his manners ; cal- 
ling him their benefa&or, deliverer, and proteftor, 
and extolling him as the only prince under the fun 
that deferved an imperial crown. The whole city 
was fo fet out with garlands and prefumes, that it 
ref enabled a temple j and the ftreets fo crowded,that 



upon hifri the command. Having intelligence, oh r «too»i 
his way, of this infurrc&ion, he marched again!!: 
them as they were in a body, charged and put them ?M 
to the rout with very great {laughter, and brought 
the reft back again to their duty. Had not Cerealis 
fallen thus fuddenly upon them, it had not been 
long before they would have been brought to con- 
dign punifhmcnt. For the news of this rebellion 
had no fooner reached Rome, than Domitian, the 
fon of Vefpafian, who inherited the heroic fpirit of 
his valiant father, put himfelf at the head of an army Domj^ 
againft thefe barbarians, who,upon the very rumour ^i 1 ^ 
of his approach, furrendered themfelves, deeming " * 
itahappinefs to return to- their former allegiance, 
without fuffering any farther punifhment. When 
Domitian had appeafed the commotion in Gaul, fo 
as to obviate any fufpicion of a relapfe, he return- 
ed to Rome, amid ft the acclamations of the people, 
as having performed exploits that were above his 
own age, and worthy the fon of fo great a father. 

The rebellion of the Germans was followed by a these*: 
furious incurfion of the Scythians, or Samarians, thl >»- 
who, tranfporting themfelves over the Danube, RomaS^ 
with a vaft body of men, into Myfia, without being r " oria » 
perceived, furprized feveral Roman garrifons, and 
with relentlefs crufelty, put them all to the fword. 
They alfollewFonteus Agrippa, a man of confular 
authority, at the head of his troops, and proceeded 
to lay wafte the whole province When Vefpafian 
received intelligence of the havock they made in . 
Myfia, he fent Rubrius Gallus to call them to ac- ronmUj 
count. This officer did great execution npon them; 
fo that the infurrection was quickly at an end ; 
and the general took care to fecure the paffages 
leading to the province from any fuch incurfions in 
future. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



there was hardly any patting tothe palace. Vefpafian | Titus marches in triumph %tth his pr if oners. The faV- 
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at the fame time, offered up to his houfhold gods 
facrifices of thankfgiving for his fafe return, while 
the multitude gave themfelves up to feafting, with 
their tribes, families and neighbours, wishing along 
and happy reign to Vefpahan, and a continuance 
of the imperial fovereignty to his fon, and thofe of 
the line that fhould come after him. This was the 
manner in which the citizens .of Rome received 
Vefpafian, and the empire immediately experienced 
the happinefs of his aufpicious reign. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

The Germans revolt* with the caufe of it. Cafftus and 
Civilis the authors of a rebellion. Petilitis Cerealis 
puts fame fop to it, and Domitian totally Juppreffes it. 
An irruption of the Scythians into the Roman territories. 
Rubrius Gallus puts them all to the rout. 

BEFORE the arrival of Vefpafian at Alexandria, 
and during the time that Titus was before Je- 
rufiilem, their happened a revolt among the Ger- 
The G«- mans, to which they were animated and encouraged 
tnans rebel, fry t i ie i r neighbours the Gauls, in hopes of fhaking 

off the Roman yoke. The Germans being naturally 
ferocious and inconfiderate, readily engaged in any 
rafli undertaking ; befides, they were incited to it 



by a mortal averfion to the Romans, as the only II Jews. 



batical river, and whence it derived that appellation. 
The people of Antioch rejoice at the arrival of Titus. 
Prefent a petition againft the Jews, which is re* 
jecled. Titus goes for Egypt, and is much ajfefted at 
the de folate condition of Jerufalem. Vaft treafures 
buried in its ruins* Simon and John, with feven 
hundred chofen men, are referved to grace the triumph. . 
The order and magnificence of it. The folemnity con- 
cluded in the, temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. Death 
of Simon Gioras. Vefpafian dedicates a temple to 
peace. 

■ 

TITUS, on his return from Berytus^ exhibited 
magnificent fpedlacles in all the cities through triaopi 
which he pafled, carrying his captives with him for 
the honor of his arms, and the ornament of his 
triumph. The prince obferved on his way, betwixt 
Arcea and Raphanea, two cities in the kingdom of 
Agrippa, a certain river of fo peculiar a nature as 
deierves to be recorded inhiftory. While this river J^jjjl 
flows, it has a full dream of a ftrong current ; after 
which its fprings fail for fix days together, and 
leaves the channel dry to the very bottom. On the 
feventhday it fills again, as though it had under- 
gone no change, and keeps exactly the fame courfe 
as before. Hence it is called the fabbatical river, 
alluding to the feventh day's feftival among the 



power they feared : to which may be added, a fa- 
vourable conjecture of the times, with refpedl to 
the prefent factions and divifions of the empire up- 
on fo many changes of government. 

Caffius a d G&ilius anc ^ Civilis, two men of rank among the 
civil!' the Germans, took advantage of thefe diltradfcions to 

a rebellion' P romote a Edition, to which they had been difpofed 
ie c I0n 'j on g before. Upon founding the multitude, they 

found them eager for the attempt j and in all pro- 
bability they would in general have embarked in 

it, hadthey not been prevented by a fortuitous cir- J bare hearing quietly. The Jews, however, were 111 
cumftance for the Romans. Petilius Cerealis, for- fearfuL apprehenfions of the refult. 

merly governor of Germany, received letters from jl # 
Vefpafian, appointing him conful, and command- j Titus made no ftay at Antioch, but continued Ins 

ing him to repair immediately to Italy, and take jl progrefs towards Teugma, which lies upon the 



When the people of Antioch were informed that TltasK . 
Titus was approaching, they were forejoicedat the«w«^ 
tidings, that the populace ported away thirty fur- ^ fl ,« 
longs out of the town, to meet and welcome him on AMioeIu 
his way. As he drew near, they made a lane to re- 
ceivehim, and with allpoffible demonftration of af- 
fe£tion andrefpedt, conduced him to thecity,intcr- 
mixing with their acclamations carnefl: importu- 
nities to banifh all the Jews out of the city. Titus 
did not yield to their intreaty, but gave them the 
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Euphrates, where wc was attended with an cmbaflFj' 
pcompli* f ro m Vologcfus, king of Parthia, and the comph- 
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ferity treated with the ambafladors, and went back 
again to Antioch, whither he no fooncr arrived, 
than the magiftracy invited hini, with great earn cft- 
nefs, to the theatre, with which hegracioufly com- 
plied, and there foand a mighty concoiif fe of the 
citizens waiting his entrance. They immediately 
renewed their intreaties to him for the exptflfion of 
the Jews : to which Titus, v " 
of mind, made this reply, " 

try was deftroyed, and no other,, would receive 
them." When they failed in this iriftance, they 
preferred another requeft, which was, that the pil- 
lars of brafs, with the inferiptions upon them, of 
the Jewifli privileges, might either he removed or 
defaced. Titus would not interefthimfclfin either; 
but left the Jews at Antioch in the fame ftate as he 
found them, and fo went on. his waiy for Egypt. 

As he was on his journey, and law the miferable 
SeS-defolated condition of Jerufalem, arid the country 

talSLn a ^ out ir J he could not but form a comparifon be- 
twixt the former and prefent ftate ; the one refem- 
blinga paradife, the other adefert. This induced 
him moft compaffionately to deplore the deftru&ion 
of fo famous a city, and execrate the authors of the 
fedition that were the caufe of it, So far was he 
from pretending toraifehis reputation upon a pub- 
lic calamity, that he detefted the inftruments that 
forced him upon this extremity There was vaft 
treafures buried in the ruins of the city, as gold, 
lilver, and other precious commodities, to an inefti- 
mable value, which the proprietors had concealed 
there through fear of the enemy . Some the Ro- 
mans found out ;*but the greateft difcovery was 
made by theprifoners. Titus purfuedhis intended 
journey to Egypt, pafled over the defert with expe- 
dition into Alexandria, and formed a refolution of 
embarking thence for Italy, having- fent back the 
Sjr5otim _two legions that accompanied him to their old 

quarters; the fifth to Myfia, and the tenth hito 
^ n ™SPannonia. But Simon and John, with feven bun- 

t^ht c ' rec ' P r ^ oners J fele&ed from the reft for the come- 
ihcumjSphhnefs of their perfons, were tranfported to Italy, 
in order to grace the triumph. 



nm, with 



After a profperous voyage, Titus arrived at Rome, 
where he was received with the fame honour and 

refpedfc as his father. Vefpafian went up with the II to the ^fouiid ; forts demolished ^"breaches made 
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/pecch, addrcficd the fpe<?tators in general, and 
lent away the foldicrs to an entertainment prepar- 
ed forthcniat the charge of the emperor; Hetheit 
wentto thetriumphal gate,' fo called fVom the jiro- 
cefiion in triumph palling that way, where, taking 
arepaft,and putting on their triumphal habits, they 
offered facrifices, and fo" led ton the triumph, and 
marched through the theatres for the better View 
of the people, and the great** glory of the fo- 
lemnity; 

The magnificence arid variety of thefe fpect^cles 
cannot be conceived, much lefsexpreffed ; whether 
they are Confidered in point of exquifite workman- 
fliip, immenfe value, or attracting novelty ; for 
they comprehended an aflcmblage of curiolities 
many years fele&ing, afid now combined to com- 
pleat the triumph of the aufpicibtfs day, to the ho- 
nour of the tranfeendant dignity of thfc Roriiaii 
empiri. There was a vaft quantity of gold, lilver, 
and ivoty, wrought into a toultipticity of forms, 
and fo difpofed as to exhibit a view pleafingly va- 
riegated. S6me parts were cbnVpbfed df tlierareft 
purple hangings ; others accurately repreferited, 
to the life, figures embroidered by the ai v t of the 
Babylbiiiafts. There wfcrc al'fo jewels and precious 
ftones; fbme enchafed into golden croons,' and' 
fonte fet ikith other fancies, to add to the.variety 
and fplendOur of the fpetfacle. They had the 
images of their gods, with figures df divers" animals, 
exqui/itely finifhfcd, arid fuperbly attired. Thefe 
were borne by a vaft number of people, arfayed in 
purple garments, interWbven' with gtfld J and all 
thofe that w ere fet apart- for the fervice of the fa- 
lemnity, had their diltinguilhing ornaments of ftate 
aud fpleridour. TKcvcry captives were not with* 
out fomething graceful in their habits, todifguife 
the mifdry of their condition, and the marks of fla-" 
very they wore in their faces. 

KutnbthingAvasmore worthy of admiration than 
the ftrii&ure of the pageants, which were of fucli 
magnitude, that it was almoft incredible that the 
bearers could fupport them. The coft wascqual' 
to 'the execution j for the furniture was wrought 
with gold, fiivfcr, and ivory. There were, alfo the 
moft lively reprefentations of war, >Vith all the cir- 
cumftarices that attend it. In one place \Vas the de- 
lineation of a fruitful country laid wafte ; in ano- 
the whole armies cut to pieces fomc flying, others? 
purfuing, or taken prifoners ; ftrong walls battered 



reft to meet his fon ; acircumftance which the peo- 
ple looked upon as an earneft of greater bleffings, 
fince the father and his two Tons were brought to- 
gether by fo aufpicious a Providence. 



Some few day s after this;the fenate having refolv- 
ed upon two feveral triumphs^ one for the father, 
the other for the fon, in honour of their illuftrious 
atchievements, Vefpafian and Titus, notwithftand- 
nicorjcr ing this decree, declared themfelves for contra Aing j 

xclccor^ 01 ^ 1 triumphs into one. Previous notice having ' 
bctriamphbeen given of the day appointed for this pompous 
folemnity, not one of the immenfe multitude was 
left in the city, but every one went out to fecure a 
ftation, infomuch that when they were all placed, 
there was hardly a palfage for the proceflion. The 
foldiers, with their officers at the head, marched in 
good order before day, up to the gates near the 
temple of Ifis, \yhere the princes refted the fore- 
going night, in order to wait their coming up. At 
break of day, Vefpafian and Titus advanced, with 
crowns of laurel upon their heads, and purple robes, 
after the manner of their country, as far as the 0<£ta- 
viau Walks, where the fenate, nobility, and Roman 
knights, waited for them. A tribunal was credited 
before the portal, and ivory feats upon it, which 
they mounted, and fitting down, were faluted with 



in fortified cities 5 towns taken by aflault ; ftfeets' 
flowing with'blbod, and the vanquifhed iriiplorihg 
mercy temples in flames j houfes falling upon the 
heads of their tenants ; and rivers, with the ftreams,* 

warped from refrefhing the fields, and taking their 
courfe through a general conflagration. This*, in 
a* word, pbtirtrayed a livel}' image of the miferies 
of the Je\vs ; and was fo admirably conftruAed by- 
fancy and art, that it might ftirnifh a pidftirefque 
defcriptioh of the ruin of bur once famous city, for 

the information of thofe \vho were not eye-witnef- 
fes to it. 
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Upon each of the pageaht^ 'were repreferited the 
governorsqf the place that was taken, and the man- 
ner of taking it. Next in order came the fliipping ; 
and then the fpoils, that were difperfed up arid down 
in feveral places. The moft confiderable t pieces 
'Were the golden tables, and the golden caridleftitk, 
that were taken out of the temple of Jerufateriri ; the 
:former weighing feveral talents, and the otherhot 
applied to the ufe for which it was intended. There 
was a kind of pillar that canic out of the foot of it* 
and out of that pillar, as frotn the ftem of a tree, 
feven branches, every branch having at the top the 



refemblance of a lamp j the number of ieveri inti- 
mating the veneration the Jews have for their fc- 
the acclamations of the whole field. As they were I venth day. : After this came the Jewifli law, which 



going on with their eulogies on the princes, Vef- 
pafian made a fional for lilence > and when all was 



was the laft trophy of their conquefts xhat the 
Romans expofed. Vefpafian himfelf, *>vith Titus, 



hufli and quiet, he ftood up, and covering part of 
his head with his garment, offered up certain vows 
and prayers according to cuftom ; and, after him, ,. 

Titus did the like. Vefpafian then* in a flrort (J JupiterGapitolinus, and there ftnilhed the triumph. piioTotti! 



brought up the rear, attended byDomitianonhorfe- The uu 
back, mounted according to the di'gftlty of his fta- a l ThV ndf 
tion. They !marched together into the temple of tcmj>ie of 

•w • t* . i .v •« • . r « Jupiter 
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They remained fome little time in this place, it 
being according to ancient cuftom fo to do upon 
the like occafion, till news was brought thexii that 
the general of the enemy was {lain* This general 
was Simon Gioras, one of the captives that was 
led in triumph through the market-place, with a 
rope about his neck, and put to deatli by thofe 
that drew him, according to the Roman law and 



Death cf practice in the cafe of fuch malefa&ors. Word be- 
rw« in a* brought that Gioras was dead, the whole field 

moras. o . o _ f , . ' - 

rang with fliouts and acclamations, and the people 
betook themfelves to their vows and facrifices ; and 
when the folemnity was over, the princes returned 
to the palace, where they gave an elegant enter- 
tainment ; and nothing prevailed throughout the 
city but mirth, fcftivity, and giving thanks for the 
final vidtory they had obtained over their enemies, 
to the glory of their generals, and the moral aiTur- 
ance of public tranquility. 

vefpafian When thefe triumphs were over, and the empire 
tem^^o 1 fettled on the fureft foundation, Vefpafian ere&eda 
pe.icc. temple dedicated to peace. It was finifhed info 

fhort a time, and fo glorious a manner, as exceeded 
all human expectation. He fpared no coft, over 
and above a colle&ion of the choiceft curiolities in 
painting and fculpture, to adorn it ; infomuch, 
that people flocked from all quarters to fee the glory 
and order of this admirable ftrudlure. In this tem- 
ple he depolited the golden table and the candle- 
lHck, as the molt valuable trophies of his vidtory ; 
giving orders that the Jewifli laws, and purple veils 
of the fancluary, fliould be lodged with great care 
and reverence in the place, 

CHAP. XXV. 



The fit nation of Machaerus. 
and baaras. 



Nature of the plant rue 

The natives 



BaJJ'us bejieges Machaerus. 
defend the c-zflle^ and the grangers the lower town. 
Daily JkinniJJjes. A gallant enterprise of Eleazar. 
Baffin dijeharges the garrifon^ and fets Eleazar at 
liberty. 
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HEN Lucilius Baflus was lent, by Casfar, as 
legate in Judaea, he took upon him the 
command of the army from Cerealis Petilianus; 
and made himfelf mafter of the caftle of Herodion, 
with the garrifon that was in it. After this he drew 
his troops together, that lay fcatteredup and down, 
propofing, with the help of the tenth legion, to re- 
duce Machasrus ; adefign of the utmoftimportance, 
as the ftrength of that place would ever be an in- 



ducement to a rebellion ; and as the fituation of it 
gave confidence to the town, fo it ftruck an awe, on 
the other hand, upon any that fliould attempt it. 

Situation of The mountain, upon which Machaerus ftands, is 
Machxru*. prodigioufly high and rocky, to the degree of ren- 
dering it almoft impregnable. Nature has made it 
well nigh inacceftible too, by enclofing it with val- 
lies that are neither to be pafled, nor to be filled 
up ; and fo deep likewife, that the eye cannot reach 
their bottoms. It reaches to the weftward fixty 
furlongs in length, and borders on the lake Af- 
phaltitis ; the caftle hath an unbounded profpeft 
over all that quarter. On the north and fouth it 
is encompafled with valliesof the fame dimenfions, 
and as fecure from any attempt as on the other 
parts. The depth on the eaft, is, in length, an 
hundred cubits, and reaches to the mountains over 
again ft Machcerus. 

o Alexander, king of the Jews, was the firft that 
citadel with fortified this place, and built a caftle upon it, which 
&7urrcti Gabinius afterwards demolilhed in his war with 
r.iiibJac* Ariftobulus. Then Herod the Great, deeming it 
Machxrus. a nobje& worthy of his regard, as a place of defence 

againftthc Arabians, ran a fubftantial wall about it, 
with ftrong turrets at the corners, of fixty cubits in 
height ; and in the middle built a magnificent pa- 
lace, which was abundantly fupplied with water 
from cifterns, wherever there was occafion for it, 
as if nature and art had been at ftrife which fliould 
exceed the other, the one by fituation, the other by 
improvement. He likewife furniflied this caftle 
with fo plentiful a magazine of arms, arrows* en- 



gines, and provifions of every kind, both for war 
and fuftenance, that the garrifon never need to 
fear either force or famine* 

Within this palace there grew a fort of rue, that Thc 
excited admiration on account of its fizc, being as rac^ a 
tall and w r ell fpread as any fig-tree. According to baara,; 
report, it has been there ever fincc the days of He- 
rod, and might have continued longer, if the Jews 
had not rooted it up upon taking the place. In the 
valley on the north fide of Machaerus, called 
Baaras, there grows a plant of the fame name, its 
colour refembles that of a flame, and towards the 
evening it fends forth a ray like lightning. It is not 
eafily taken, as it recedes from the touch ; nay, it 
is certain death to touch it, with out' a piece of the 
root in the hand. It is alfo taken wiihout danger 
in the following manner. They dug a trench quite 
round it, till the hidden part of the root becomes 
very fmall, and then tie a dog to it, and when the 
dog ftruggles hard to follow him that tied him, 
the root is plucked up ; but the animal expires im- 
mediately, as if it were to redeem the man. After 
this it may be touched with as much fafety as any 
other plant ; but it poflefles one quality that com- 
penfates for the trouble in obtaining it, being, on 
the touch, a certain remedy for the expulfion of 
demons* 

In the fameplace thereis a wonderful diverfity of 
fpringsand fountains, of very different qualities and 
taftes ; fome being hot, others fvveet, and others : c ^ m 
bitter. There are alfo cold fprings, intermingled wren, 
one with another, in the lower ground. But that 
which is more furprizing, is a fliallow cave, with a 
rocky ftone over it, and the figure of two breafts, 
like two fountains, prominent from it ; the one dis- 
charging hot water, and the other cold ; and they 
compofe a mod agreeable bath, wfiich is falutary in 
man)' maladies, and efpecially thofe of the nerves. 
There are alfo mines of fulphur and allum. 

When Baflus had taken a full view of this place, Baflb* 
he refolved to befiege it, propofing; to fill up the v ; ft< 
valley to the eaft of the town, and make his ap- 
proaches that way- He firft, with great pains and 
expedition, raifed a bank againft the caftle, as the 
moft probable means of facilitating the attempt. 
The Jews refldent divided themfelves from thofe . 
who were ftrangers, and turned them off as an in- 
fignificantherd to fuftain the firft fliock ; while they 
feized on the upper citadel, and held it, not only as 
the moft defenlible of the two, but asa place where 
they might make better terms with the Romansin 
cafe of the worft. They determined, however, to 
ufe every effort to divert the fiege jand there pafied 
not a day without refolute fallies and fkirmifhes, D ^ yi ^ 
and a confiderable lofs of men on both fides ; one roi<h«. 
party fometimes having the advantage and fome- 
times the other. The Jews, when they fell upon 
the Romans by furprize, and the Romans, when 
they were aware of the Jews coming, provided to 
receive them. But theconclulionofthe liege didnot 
depend on thefe fkirmifhes, for an incident happen- 
ed that reduced the Jews to an abfolute ncceflity of 
giving up the caftle. 



There was amongft the befieged, one Eleazar, a 
young man, of a bold and enterprizing fpirit, who 
made feveral vigorous fallies, and did all that was 
pofllble, both by council and example, to obftruA 
theprogrefsof the Romans, and put a check to their y™'™^ 
undertakings, infomuch that he became at onceaprkcof 
terror to his enemies, and a fupport to his friends. fclcwM ' 
He was the firft that prefentcd himfelf in all en- 
counters, and the laft in cafe of a retreat that came 
off. It happened, on a certain time, when alkirmifh 
was over, and both parties were withdrawn, that 
Eleazar, in a vain glorious contempt of the enemy, 
made a ftop without the gate, and began to talk to 
fome of the defendants upon the walls. This be- 
ing within view of the Roman camp, one Rufus, an 
Egyptian, availing himfelf of the opportunity, feized 

him unawares, and carried him off, armed as he was, 
into the enemy's quarter. The Roman general or- 
dered him to be ftripped and fcourged upon the 
ground in the fight of the city. The Jews were fo 
confoundcdatthccalamitous accident tbatbefel tins 
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gallant youth, that became a fuhjecfc of nnivcrfal 
condolcment ; which BaJfusj>erccivmg, he naturally 
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itc their compal- 
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concluded, that, if hccould but 

jion, he might gain his point, and bring them to : 
compofitiouof giving up the place to lave Elcazar' 
life.* This fancy fuccceded to his wifh ; for, upon 
the felting up of a crols, as if Elcazar was to be 
forthwith crucified, the garrifon broke out into an 
outcry with one voice, " that their aflii<SUon was in- 
tolerable." Elcazar, upon this, begged of them to 
confider both his cafe, who was now to die a wretch- 
ed death, and their own, nor contend longer with 
the valour and fortune of the Romans, fince the 
world had already fubmitted itfelf to their em- 
pire. 

■ 

This fubmiflion and fupplication of Eleazar, to- 
gether with thepowerful interceffions of his friends, 
who were men of rank and influence, foftened the 
defendants into fuch a tendernefs, that they fent de- 
putiesimmediately to theRomans,withpropofalsto 
deliver up the caftle, upon condition of difcharging 
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The calamities that fafel S/ntivchuSy king of Cot/iagem • 
lie isreprefchted ci an enemy to Cacfar y by Cejc*mus 7 
who r*akti an hicurjion into his dominium, ylhtio- 
clms rcjolves to withdraw^ and not re turn any act of 
hofiility. Epiphanns and Cailinicus^ hh two j\r.is y give 
battle to the Romans. slixicchus fiics into (Ultcia. 
The brothers efcape to the king of - Part hid ^ who re- 
ceives them gennoufy. Vcfpafi&n kindly treats sin- 
tiochis, his captive. The father and Jons are con- 
dueled to Rome, and highly entertained. The Scythians 
break into Media, and carry off immence booty. Nar- 
row efc 

N the foruth year of the reign of Vefpafian, it 
happened that Antiochus, king of Qomagena, %*$*£^ 
with his whole family, fell into very greatrccdanii- nctcprinc© 
tics ; and this was the occafion. Cefennius Pctus,* 




Eleazar, and leaving the garrifon at liberty to go who was governor of Syria atthisume, wrote C^far 



whither they would. Baflus accepted the terms j 
while the multitude of ftrangers that were in the 
]owertown,hearingofthe agreement that was made 
by the Jews forthemfelves alone, were refolved to 
flyaway privately in the night. Upon opening the 
gates, Baflus had notice of it from thole who had 



word that Antiochus, with'his fonEpiphanes, were 
refolved to revolt from the Romans, and had treated 
with the king of Parthia about it, pointing out, at 
the fame time, the neceffity of preventing the mif- 
chief, by ftriking the fir ft blow. Whatever might 
be the motive on the part of Cefennius* C&far 



BiiTns v J if- 



come to terms with him ; but the moft courageous c ? u } d in prudc»cc,ncglca the advice; as the vi- 

rt cimtyorthekingdomsi-enderedthcconixderatioiiof 

ind|tartance ; arid as Samofata, the capital of Coma- 
were put to the fword, and the women and children II gena, bordering upon Euphrates, might afford the 
made (laves. But as BafTus deemed it expedient to Parthiansan eafyjraflagc, or a fecure retreat. 



prevented the enemy from entering the town, and 
got off; while the reft, to the number of 1700 men, 



Eta. fulfil his articles, he difinilled the garrifon, and fet 
Eleazar at liberty. 



Vefpafian,ho\vever,\vasfopbircfled with the credit cxpcJ'mon 
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CHAP. XXVI, 



The for eft of Jardes is he fet by the Romans. The for- 
titude of the Jews when befieged. Great flaughter 
amongfi them. A poll-tax impojed by the emperor. 
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HEN Bafles had fettled thefe affairs, he 
marched haftily with his army to the foreft 
of Jardes, upon intelligence that great numbers of 
Jews, who had efcaped from Jerufalem andMachas- 
rus, were there aflcmbled. Finding upon, his ar- 
fcijiJjA rival, that the information was authentic, lie fir ft 
jcViL'the furrounded the whole place with hishorfe, where 
fat of ] 1C ordered fo ftrift a guard to be kept, that not a 

Jew could poffibly pafs them. He employed his 
foot at the fame time, to cut down the trees and 
bufhes of the thickets where the Jews had taken 
fan&uary ; fo that they had no way of efcaping but 
by ruihing thro' the troops of the enemy. This* 
being the laft experiment, the drew all into abody, 
and, with an impetuous clamour, made one def- 
peratc puih upon thofe who furrounded them, and 
were as bravely received. The conteft, in fine, 
through the dauntlefs temerity on the one fide, and 
firm refolution on the other, was hot and obftinatc; 
but victory, in the end, declared for the Romans, 
with the lofs only of twelve killed, and not many 
5»o Jews Founded ; whereas of the three thoufand jews that 
<ko£ were in this a&ion, not^p much as one man came 

oft. Among the reft was Judas, the fon of Jair, 
their leader, who had formerly a command at the 
fiege of Jerufalem, and made his efcape at laft out 
of a vault. 

The emperor, at the fame time, wrote to his 
officer Liberius Meximus, to make fale of all the 
Jews lands, as he would not trouble himfclf with 
rebuilding any other cities, but take them all to 
his own ufe, leaving only eight hundred foldicrs in 
Knvmaus, about fixty furlongs diftant from Jeru- 
falem ; and impofing a poll-tax upon every Jew of 
two drachmas, or half a ihekei a year, to be paid 
nito the capitol, as had been formerly clone into the 
temple. Such was thcmiferable ftatc of the Jews 
*t that time. 
No. 39. 



of the ftory, that he left Cefennius at his owndif- n \ M 
cretion, and a commiflion to ad: as might feem to Conwacna, 
himfclf moft expedient. The Roman governor 
availed himfelf of his deputation, and fell immedi- 
ately into Comagena with the lixth legion, and fome 
fquadrons of horfe and foot. He alio called in to 
his affiftance Ariftobulus, king of Chalcis, and So^ 
hemus, king of Emefa ; Antiochus not in the leaft 
fufpedtins: his defign. His entrance met with no 
oppolition ; tor the native s were not in a condition to 
encounter him ; nor had Antiochus, when he heard 
of the incurfion, the leaft thought of a mifunder- 
{landing with the Romans. In this cmbarafTment 
he determined to leave his kingdom in itsprefent 
ftate, and retire, with his wife and children,, to 
Rome, in order to demonftrate his good faith to the 
empire. Hereupon he withdrew about an hundred 
and thirty furlongs from the city, and encamped 
tiponaplain, Celehnias, in the mean time, fent 
foldiers to take polfeffion of Samofata, and keep 
garrifon there ; while he himfclf, with other troops, 
marched away after Antiochus. But all this vio- 
lence and injuftice did not provoke the king to any 
unfriendly act againft the Romans. He only be- 
moaned his hard fate, and endured, with patience, 
what he was not able to prevent. 

■ * 

But his fons, Epiphanes and Callinicus, who were 
youthful, brave, and martial, could not, in honour, 
but betake themfelves to arms ; fo that drawing 
out what forces they were able to raife, they gave xhcronsoF 
the Romans battle, maintained it the whole day, Antiochus 
and, in the end, evinced a conduit equal to their toman? 
valour ; for they came off with very little lofs; batcle * 
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The fortune of this day, though favourable to 
Antiochus, did not flop the retreat upon which he 
had refolved ; for he took his wife and daughters 
away with him into Cilicia, and by that means , t . 
greatly dilcouragecl his lokliers, who haling no- tocaid*. 4 
thing to hope when their king defpaired, deferted, 9 1^ 
and went over to the Romans. It therefore became *' V« 



ncceffary for his fons to provide for their own fecu 
rity before it was too late ; fo that, with ten horfe- Jra?Sr 
men, they palled the Euphrates (where they were to voio- 
now fafe) in their way to Vologefes, king of Par- frcw^^ 
thia. This generous prince, upon their arrival, "c®"' ' 
did not treat them as fugitives, but with a relpedt 
that become their birth and quality. 
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Antiochus having readied Tardus, in Cilicia, Cc- 
fcimius font an officer to take him into cultody, and 
carry him bound to Rome* But Vcfjxifiau was too 
generous to treat a crowned bead with indignity; 
and chofc rather to lliew refpedt to an anticnt 
fricndfliip, than to revenge himfelf for a fuppofed 
injury. He therefore ordered his chains to be ta- 
ken off upon the way J and his journey to Rome res- 
pited, that he might make fome flay at Lacedae- 
mon, where he furnifhed him with aprovifionof 
money fuitable to the dignity of his character. 

This frank and honourable proceeding towards 
Antiochus,not only deliver the brothers from the 
anxiety they were upon for their father, but encou- 
raged them" to hope for a reconciliation with Gsefar 
himfelf, efpecially at theinterceflion of Vologefes, 
that they might be permitted to go to Rome,being 
ever deiirous of living within the pale of the empire. 
They came on, in fine, to Rome, whither their fa- 
ther was foon after conducted ; and they were all 
three treated with every token of affedlion and 

cftccm. 

The people now known by the name of Alanes, 
formerly called Scythians, inhabiting the country- 
races break near the river Tanais, and the lake Masotis, joined 
into Media. j n confederacy with the king of Hyrcania, to break 

intoMedia, and commit depredations; for he was 
matter of that paflage which Alexander fhut up 
with iron gates. This pafs being now laid ogen, 
they poftcfled themfelves of the place, without either 
fufpicion or refiftance, and carried off a booty, in 
goods and cattle, to a conliderable value. This in- 
road fo alarmed Pacorus, then king of the place, 
that he left his pofleffions at mercy, and fled, for his 
own fafe ty, into obfeure receffes, till he found means 
at length, with fome difficulty, to redeem his wife 
and concubines for an hundred talents. Tiridates, 
who afterwards became king of that country, met 
and fought them, but was nearly taken alive in the 
battle, b)' the noofe of an halter that was thrown 
over his head; but, in the very moment as they were 
drawing him off, he cut the rope with his fword, 
and made his efcape. The fuccefs of this combat 
rendered thofe barbarians more bloody and in- 
folent than before, infomuch that they ravaged the 
country, and carried off with them an immenfe 
booty. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Majfada, a receptacle for -thofe robbers called Sicarii, 
under the government of Eleazar. The abominable 
practices that now prevailed. Silva, the Roman ge- 
neral, beficges Maffada. Its fituation, (late and con- 
dition, both from art and nature. Silva advances his 
batteries, and gains the rock Leuce ; but, after a 
failure, fets all in a flame* Difcourfe of Eleazar on 
the contempt of death, and immortality of the foul. 
Reflections on the opinions of the Indian philofophers 
and Brae /mans. The effects of the difcourfe upon the 
Jews. The Romans advance the next morning to the 
ajfxult, and find only a pile of dead bodies to receive 
them. 

N the demife of Baflus, Flavius Silva was ap- 
pointed governor of Judaea ; and finding the 
Bairns in whole country reduced to the obedience of the em- 

tne govern- # .J in* , . 

ncntofju-pire, excepting one rebellious caftle, he drew out 
***** his utmoft ftrength, with a refolution to attack it. 
ticazaris The name of the caftle was Maflada ; and it was 
govemorof under the command of one Eleazar, ringleader of 
)lam& * the Sicarii, who had feized upon it. This Eleazar 

was a defcendant from that Judas who perfuaded a 
great number of Jews not to fubmit to the taxation, 
. when Cyrenius executed the office of cenfor in Ju- 
dasa The faction of the Sicarii, it is to be ob- 
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ferved, were profefled enemies to all that file wed any 
manner of refpect to the Romans, and treated them 
in that light, even to the degree of pillaging their 
goods, driving away their cattle, and burning their 
houfes; alledging, 6C that thofe men were no better 
than ftrangers - ho betrayed their country in a da f- 



j tardly manner, and had rather live fi.ivcsth in frcc- 
ijicii,notwithIlandingfrccdo;.rj j a blcliiug that can 
never be two dearly purchufed/' 

liut this fpecious declaration was only a covert 
for their inhumanity and avarice, aa» molt evidently 
appeared in the concluiion ; lor, when the fe very 
men, whom they branded with perfidy and cow- 
ardice, came to join the revolt, and in the common 
caufe againft the Romans, they were more injuri- 
oufly treated than before, efpecially thofe that laid 
open the hypocrify of their pretentions, and the 
iniquity of their practices . 

There never was an age fince the creation, in *M* 
which all manner of impiety prevailed amongft the 
Jews more than at thisjuncture. Invention feemed 
too racked for a new fpecics of wickednefs ; men 
feemed to agree in every kind of corruption, and 
there was an emulation to excel in evil doing. Thofe 
in power opprefled the common people, and the 
common people oppofed the authority of thofe in 
power ; the one contending for dominion, the other 
for plunder. 

The Sicarii were thefirft that led the way to this 
licentious courfe of mallacrc and rapine, never let- 
ting pafs any opportunity, either by wordordeed,of 
doing mifchief. But the cruelties of John were of 
all therelt the moft extravagant. This inhuman 
monfter not only put particular men to death as 
common enemies, and efpecially citizens, for pre- 
fuming to advife meafuresprofitablc for the public, 
but multiplied all manner of outrages upon his 
country. What better, indeed, could bcexpecled r , 

J \ r i r» i • /> f i Iofaooa 

from aman who leemed to let the maj city or heaven P raa« 
at defiance, as in the particular inftances of the ufe^ ilfl,f 
of forbidden meats, renouncing the purity of his 
profeffion, and departingfrom thela ws and cultoins 
of our forefathers ? That man will fcarcely prove 
humane to his fellow-creature, that is impious to- 
wards his Creator. 

Simon, the fon of Gioras, feems to have emulated . , 

Aialicf 
What SinoaG> 
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John of Gifchala in his nefarious practices, 
barbarities did he not inflict upon the very man that 
raifed him! He enfiaved thofe that were born 
free, violated the ties of blood and friendship, in- 
flamed his myrmidons to the execution of the moft 
horrid butcheries, who deemed the injuring of 
ftrangers a kind of difgraceful exploit, compared 
with the heroic bravery of trampling upon their 
ownfiefh and blood. 

The Idumceans bore their part in the infamy of fl* li- 
the times. Thefe execrable mifcreants, after aflklfi- S3 
natingthe high-priefts, and thereby cutting olf, as 
much as in them lay, the whole frame and order of 
religion at one ftroke, endeavoured to deftroy the 
remains of political government, and introduced 
every fpecies of iniquity that was practicable. This 
was the province of thofe that were called zealots, ^gS" 
to whom that appellation wasjuftly affixed, as they**** 
were the war.mett patrons, and molt fanguincadvo- 
cates, for vice and irreligion, under the colour of 



race. 



piety and virtue, feducing thofe they would impofe 
upon by fallacies, giving evil the femblance of 
good, and good that of evil. At length, however, 
Divine vengeance overtook and flopped them in 
their career ; for they fuffercd all the calamities and 
torments that is poflible ?or human nature to un- 
dergo, and this throughout the whole courfe of their 
lives. It might be juftly faid^ that they fuffered 
lefsthan they defcrved, becaufe they could not be 
puniflicd according to their deferts. Indeed, their 
crimes were of fo crimfon an hue, as to exclude 
them almoft from pity, divine or human. But to 
return to our main point. 

Silva, thePtoman general, was now upon his march ^{J^ 
to bef lege Me/Tad a, where there was a garrifon of the 
Sicarii, under the command of Eleazar, who was at ^ rijia 
the head of that party. He had gained pofleffion Mcfo^ 
of the whole country about it, without much diffi- 
culty ; fettled his garrifons in the moft convenient 
places ; and run up a wall bout the caftle, to pre- 
vent excurfions or efcapes, and to fecure the guards* 
He made choice of a quarter for his camp that he 
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found uvofr commodious Tor Ins purpofc t this was 
upon the joining of the caftlc rock to thenext mown- 
tiiiiv. Provifions, indeed, were extremely fcarcc ; 
iov they wore brought a great length of way, and 
with much trouble to the Jews, whofc bufiuefs it 
was to (apply them ; betides the conveying of wa- 
ter another way, as there was no fountain near the 
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Having taken thefe previous fteps, Silva made 
the neceifary difpofitions for the ficge, which was 
like to be a work of. time and labour, as will ap- 
pear from a defcription of the fituatibn of the 
caftlc. 

i 

It ftands upon a large high rock,, with deep and 
craggy precipices round about it. There isno dis- 
cerning the bottom, by reafon of other rocks, that 
interpofe and cover it. The accefs is fo difficult, 
that even beafts cannot climb it, except by twopaf- 
jfages; one to the eaftward from the lake Afphal- 
titis, which is very dangerous; the other from the 
weft, which is more practicable of the two. One of 
thefe paflagesis called by the name of the Serpent, 
from the fc veral windingsand turningsin the afcent ; 
for the Rocks in many places double upon them- 
felves: the paffages are likewifefonarrow,that there 
is a neceffity for (landing upon one foot, while the 
other is advanced ; befides, one falfeftep is certain 
death, as, on each fide there is a precipice tremen- 
dous to behold. This paflage is eftimated at thirty 
furlongs from the bottom to the top of the moun- 
tain, upon which is a plain, where Jonathan, the 
high-prieft, built afortrefs, and called it Maflada. 

Herod the Great afterwards adorned and fortified 
Meruit, at immenfe charge and labour. He built a wall 
SS?°" round it feven furlongs in compafs, compofed of 

curious white ftone, twelve cubits in height, and 
eight in breadth. He ere&ed alfo upon that wall 
tvventy-feven turrets, each fifty cubits in height ; 
and thefe turrets had a communication with all the 
buildings on the infide of the wall. The plain 
above*was of fo fruitful a foil, that Herod ordered 
it to be fet apart for tillage, that thofe who fhould 
takefanctuary in the citadel, might never want pro- 
vilion. He built a magnificient palace for himfelf 
within the compafs of the caftle, the entrance front- 
ing the weft, and inclining a little to the north. The 
walls of it were high and ftrong, with towers in the 
four corners, each fixty cubits in heigh th. The 
apartments, galleries, and baths, for conftrudtion 
and ornament, equalled any of his works, being fup- 
ported by pillars each of one entire ftone, and 
wrought with exquifite (kill. In each quarter of 
the palace were many large cifterns, hewed out of 
the rock, for the preserving of water ; fo that thefe 
refervoirs abundantly fupplied the want of foun- 
tains. There was alfo a W3y cut under ground from 
the palace up to the caftle, which was not to be dis- 
covered from-without ; and that on the eaft fide, as 
before obferved, was impaflable. On the way to the 
weftward, and in the narrowed: place, was built a 
large tower, a thou fan d cubits diftant from the caf- 
tle ; and thus was their citadel fortified by art and 
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fliould prevail with Anthony to feck his life, in or- 
der to raile her to the government of J ml tea, as flic 
acknowledged to have tampered with hint to acconi- 
plifh fuch a purpofc. Whatever was the motive, 
Herod put Maflada in fuch a condition; that it was 
Jong deemed impregnable ; and was, indeed, the 
finilliingftrokc for the Romans in the Jewifli war. 

Silva, the Roman general, having, by the wall SilvaLb ; 
he built on the outfide, precluded the Jews from *eg«Mafc 
efcape, advanced with his engines, there being but ***** 
one place that he could fill up to raifc a bank ; for 
behind that tower which fecured the road that led to 
the palace, and to the top of the hill from the weftj 
there was a large long rock, called Leuce; but not 
fo high by three hundred cubits as Ma Had a. The 
general had no fooner gained this rock, than the 
foldiers fell to work with fuch alacrity, that a bank 
wasfoon raifed two hundred cubits high ; bfit not 
being ftrong enough to fupport the engines,, they 
raifed a kind of platformiipon it, wrought with large 
ftones, fifty cubits both in breadth and height; Ijut 
befides thefe ordinary engines, they had others, of 
the invention of Vefpafian, improved afterwards by- 
Titus. They creeled fartherupon thisplatform, a 
tower of fixty cubits, plated with iron; 

* • • . • • • 

The Romans, from this turret, galled the de- 
fendants ivith darts and ftones from the engines to 
fuch a degree, that they were forced to retire. At 
the fame time Silva ordered the great battering 
ram to be brought forward j and played againft the 
wall, and, in courfe of time, it made fome impref- 
fion. The Sicarii, however, quickly fupplied the 
defeft, by buildinganother wall within that, which 
eluded the force of the engines ; for the matter be- 
ing pliant, it deadened the ftrokes; 

• * 

When Silva found his Engines ineffectual, .he re- 
fblved to attempt that by fire which he could not 
compafs by battery, and therefore ordered his fol- 
diers to try what might be done by fire-brands to- 
wards deftroying the defences. The new works, 
being chiefly compofed of timber, took fire imme- 
diately, and burft out into a mighty flame, which 
began With the wind at the north, arid beat fo ter- 
ribly upon the Romans, that they almoft delpaired 
of laving their engines ; but the wind fortunately, 
though fuddenly, veering about to the fouthward, 
drove fofurioufly upon the wall, that it fet all in a 
flame from top to bottom. The Romans were fo 
fenfibleof this providential appearance in their fa- 
vour, that they returned chearfully to their camp, 
with full refolution to attack the enemy next morn- 
ing at day-break, and to keep careful watches, in 
the mean time, that they might not efcape in the 
night; 

* • 

But Eleazar never entertained a thought of flj'- 
ing himfelf, or fufFering any of his people fo to do. 
The wall, however, being ton fumed to the ground, 
and no hope or portability left of fafety or relief, 
the main point was to confidcrhow they might de- 
liver their wives and children from the ignominious 
treatment they had reafon to expedt at ilie hands of 



nature, fo ay to fru fixate the attempts of afl'ailants* I the Romans, whenever they came to be mailers of 



uorcd ro?1> ^ or was t * lls f° rtrc ^ s provided only againft force 

and ftratagem, but alfo againft the dint of famine, 
being (locked with corn, wine, oil, pulfe, and dates 
formany years, all whichEleazarfound there, when 
he, with the Sicarii, took it by furprize. Moreover, 
the pro vi (ions were as frefh and found as if they 
had been recently depofited, though they had re- 
mained there little lefs than an hundred years, which 
probably might be owing to the purity of the air 
at that height abftracted from grofs vapours. 

There was alfo found here a magazine of arms 

mliicient for ten thoufand men, ftored there by or- 
der of Herod, together with a great quantity of un- 
wrought iron, brafs, lead, and tin ; from which it 
may be prefumed, he had fome important defign in 
contemplation. According to report, Herod pre- 
pared this fortrefs as a refuge againft two kinds of 
danger: the one, left the people (hould depofe him, 
and rellore the Afmonean family to the throne; 

the other, and much greater danger, left Cleopatra 
No* 39, 



the place. Eleazar upon weighing the matter, con- 
cluding that a glorious death was infinitely prefer- 
able to a life of infamy, and that the noble It refo- 
lution they could take was not to outlive their li- 
berties, called together the moft courageous of his 
friends, and, in the following addrefs, endeavoui- 
edtoprevail with them to a compliance with it. 

cc Itisnonew thing, my generous friefids, fot-otir Eleazar** 
" peopleto difclaim any other lord and mafter, than j^ a a ^ to t 
u the true and fovereign Lord and Mafter of the n ions. mJ? * 
fct univerfc, God himfelf 5 and this without execp- 
" tion to the Romans, or to any other nation what- 
4C foever. The time is now at hand to make good 
cc our words by our deeds ; wherefore let us a£t like 
a ourfelves. We have hitherto run all hazards to 
u preferve our freedom ; but we are at prcfen t threa- 
C4 tened with chains, and the word of torments, if 
ct we fall alive into our enemies hands ; asthefiril 
c< that fell off from them, and the laft thatftood out 

" againft them. The matterdulv confide red, we 
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cc are to look upon it as a Angular grace and favour 
iC from above, to be left ftili at liberty to clinfc our 
44 death ; a bleffing denied to many that are gone 
" before us. Wc arc certain of being all (laves 
44 to-morrow, if wc do not prevent it by fetting 
u ourfelves free this very night ; and it is not in the 
Ci power of our enemies to hinder it; neither is 
44 there any thing they defire more than to take us 
44 alive; and it is now too late to think of contend- 
" ing any farther. Something might have been 
Ci clone at firft, perhaps, if the affcrtors of our lt- 
C£ berties had but duly confidcred things. For they 
44 would have found, that if God had not caft us 
44 oft', though formerly his chofen people, he would 
44 never have expofed us to what we have fuffcred, 
44 both by our own divifions, and from our ene- 
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ic liberty ; not vifible to hitman eyes but utvAflu 
44 as God hi in fe If is ; audit in iuvUthie alfo in oi 
" bodies* It comes into u,; utifccu, and (u it <m 
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Jt comes into unfecu, and fo it goes 
out again, incorruptible in itfelf, but caufmg va- 
riety of changes in the body : for vvhaifoc ver the 
foul influences, it puts life and vigour into it ; 
and whenever it withdraws itfelf, the fi-pnration 



<c is certain death. 
tt 



tt 
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This docs not hinder the foul 
yet from being immortal. As in flccp, for in- 
fiance, how quietly docs the foul re pole itfelf in 
that refpitc from the diftrn&ious of the body ! 
" which (hews the happinefs of the foul is wrapt up 
44 within itfelf, and like wife that it holds fome fort 
" of communication with the Almighty, in fore- 
44 telling things to come. But how can any man 
" pretend to fear death that loves reft ? or who, but 
" a mad-man, for the fake of a fhort life, would 



44 mies, the deftru&ion offo many of our principal " a mad-man, for the fake of a fhort life, would 
44 men, and the holy city itfelf laid wafte with fire j| 66 grudge himfelf a life eternal I Befidcs, wc are 
" and fword. How comes it, at laft, that we alone 1 44 trained up, by the laws and inftitutions of our 



44 are the men of the whole nation to ftandup for 
44 our liberties, as if we ourfelves were innocent of 



" profeffion, not only to the contempt of death 
44 ourfelves, but alfo to recommend and pra&ife it 



4i thofe iniquities that we have taught to others ? j| 44 for an example to others 
44 Yon fee, by this time, the vanity of your extra- 
44 vagant hopes, and the mifery of your difappoint- 
44 ments. What are we the better for an impreg- 
44 nable caftle, with ample provifions of arms, and 
44 all neceflaries for our fupport, when God hath ma- || tt 
44 nifeftly doomed us to deltrucHon ? What do you 
44 think of that judicial wind and fire, that left the 
4C Romans to confume us and our new wall ? Or, 
44 was it not an inflidtion upon us for the crying lins 
44 we had been guilty of one towards another ? Since 
44 our punifliment is jnft, and there is no avoiding 
44 it, will it not be much more reafonable for us to 
44 do juftice upon ourfelves, than to leave it to the 
t4 victorious Romans, as the executors of Divine 
44 vengeance ? By this means we fecure the honour 
tC of our wives, and the freedom of our childen. 
44 Next to them, let us honourably take our own 
44 turns, and die free ; leaving that memorial be- 
44 hind us as the beft of monuments. But firft, let 
<c the caftle be fet on lire, and our own gold and 
44 filver melted down ; for the Romans will be fick 
44 of their purchafe, without the pofleflion either 
16 of our treafure, or of our perfons. Let the pro- 
44 vifions for feftenance be left behind as a tefti- 
44 mony that we are not ftarved into this condition , 
*'* but kept to our firft refolution of chufing death 
44 rather than bondage-" 

Eleazar's fpeech was differently received by the 
people to whom it was addreffed. Thofe of a ten- 
der turn ftarted at the thoughts of laying violent 
hands on themfelves, and their tears betrayed the 
foftnefs of their hearts. Others were pleafed with 
the propofal, and defirous of putting it into execu- 
tion. To work the former, however, into com- 
pliance, he proceeded in his exhortation, and ad- 
vanced the doctrine of the immortality of the foul, 
with divers remarks and inferences, to the follow- 
ing effect : 



44 If there needed any recourfe to ftranpxrs for 
argument or authority upon this fubjeci, what 
41 fhall we fay to the Indian philofophers and Erach- 
44 mans \ a wife and virtuous fort of people. They 
look upon life only as a neccfTary function of na- 
44 ture; an office which they discharge uneafily 
44 enough, and not without fome impatience to be 
Ci quit of the trouble. They are not weary of life 
44 neither, upon the account of pain or inconve- 
44 nience ; but, for the love of immortality, and a 
c< bleffcd converfation that (hall never have an end. 
44 Nay, they take foleinn leave of their friends too, 
44 as if it were but for a journey, and tell them when 
44 they are going : neither does any body offer to 
44 hinder them ; but, on the contrary, wifli them 
cc happy; and fend formal mcfTages by them to 
cc their friends, in full and certain confidence that 
Cc they underftand one another. So when they have 
44 received all their orders and inftru<flions, they 
" commit their bodies to the fire, as a preparatory 



cc purification, and go off with acclamations, and to 



" the fatisfadtion of all the fpecftators. Among 
C4 them, friends follow one another more chearfully 
44 to death, than they would do to along journey ; 
44 congratulating thofe who are now enteringintoa 
" ftate of immortality, and only lamenting the reft 
44 that ftay behind. What a fhamc will it be forus 
44 now to fall fhort of the Indians, in a matter of 



44 this importance, and to bring a fcandal upon the 
4C excellentlavvs and religion of our forefathers, by 
44 an inglorious pufillanimity ! Or, put the cafe that 
44 wehadbeenotherwifcinftrudted, and brought up 
cc in the contrary principals from our infancy, as 
14 if life were the fovereign good of mankind, and 
44 death the moft difmal of calamities, the very oc- 
44 cafion fhould make us refoiute in our cafe, fince 
44 neceffityand the willof God will have it fo. We 
€C arc now to be punifhed with the lofs of life, for 
44 ourformerabufes of it, by the ordering of a Di- 
cc vine Providence. Neither arc we to afcribe it to 
44 our own arms, or to the generofity of the Romans, 
C4 had rather lofe their lives than their caufe. For II " that we were not every man cut off in this war. 
44 it is otherwife with you I find, that are afraid " Nor was it (Imply aconqueft, but the ciTccft -f a 
44 to die, though to deliver y ourfelves from calami- 
44 ties worfe than death itfelf ; and in a cafe too, 



Heprocecds u I am wonderfully miftaken, I perceive, in my 
hurtation <C c P^ n,on *» t ^ at brave men, in a conteft for liberty, 



44 that neither needs counfel, nor will bear delay. 
44 We have it from antiquity, the holy fcriptures, 
44 the laws and cuftoms of our country, the dodtrine 
44 and pra&ice of our forefathers, that it is not life, 
' <c but death, that makes a man happy. What is it 
44 but death that fets the foul at liberty, and tranf- 
44 mits it into thofe pure and hieffed regions where 
44 it fhall never know corruption ? But fo lono* as it 



<c communicates with the mortal body, it partakes 
44 alfo with the evils of that body, and it is in a 
manner dead s for what affinity is there betwixt 
44 divine and mortal ? Soul and body in conjunc- 
44 tion, it is true, may do much ; for the body is 
44 but the foul's inftrument, and their fecret offices 
44 and operations are unaccountable. But when the 
44 foul comes once to be difcharged of its clog and 
46 weight that keeps it down, and to recover its 

" proper ftation, it enjoys a vigorous and perfect I 



cc more powerful caufe, that made it look like one. 
4 ' What had the Romans to do in that bloody mat- 
ic facre of the Jews atCefarca, by the people of the 
" place, where man, woman, and child, were cut 
<c offupon their feventh day's fcftival, without one 
44 word of a confpiracy, or the leaft refiftancc I 
6Q Whereas the Romans never looked upon the 
ct Jews as their enemies, but only when they re- 
4C voltcd. It will be faid, perhaps, that there was 
44 an old grudge betwixt the Jews of Ccfarea and 
44 the citizens, and that the latter took this oppor- 
u tunity for revenge. What fhall we fay then of 
(C the Scythopolitans, that joined with the Greeks 
44 againft us, and not with our friends againft the 
4C Romans ? What did they get at laft for their 
4t good-will, but theutterdeftrtidtion of themfelves 
44 and their families ? This was the reward, in fine, 
4C that we had for our affiftance ; thev brought us 
4C into the feme extremity, out of which we refcued 
44 them. 



* 



ft * 



*■ • 



4 



* ** ■ 
t 



• 
w 



> V 1 



j. > ■ r .... _ . 

; • ' ■£ 

J - * J »* 

r * • * —it** • 



t 

; ■ 



* ^ ■- 



* 



— ■ 



i : 



■ # 



— 



f 



■ 



If . 



♦ 

■ 
■ 



4.V . , 



» *'»* III* 



-* . 

- • 



f ' 

V • 

* 



is.-: 



^ - 



• » 



• r • 



t 



? : — 7gR 




4 

4 
ft 



f 
* ' 

ft * < 

. r 



'# 



« 



* • 




£ - < »A^<ft* v 




• * 



w - ft . 

« 



♦ 



9 



- • ^ 



.IT • - 



• ■ 



* 4 
* ■ 



ft - - 



*. 



■ * 



r • • t 



■ 



4 
• 



V • 



I 
I 



7^ 

• ■ 



4 



9 



4 . 





if* ^ 



* 



cr. VII. 



W A 11 S 



OF T 1! 2 



s. 



4*5 



tc 



c: 



cc 



4 

44 It would be too tedious to cite particular in- ] 
4; (lances ; for you well know that there iS not fo 
44 much as one city in Syria that has treated us bct- 
44 tcr, and that hasnothecu incomparably worlc to 
c{ us tlirtn the Romans. What think you of Da- 
ma feus, that, without any colour, or pretence 
ofdifguft, butchered ten thoufaud Jews, with 
44 their wives and children, in that (ingle city f Then 
41 they reckon at leaft fixty thou fund killed in 

'* ^ftTP 1 " That is no wonder, you may fay, in a 
44 flrange land, where they had no feconds to flaud 
by them. But to come to our own cafe, we, who 
44 had the courage to aflert our liberties againft the 
44 Romans in our country, and wanted neither men 
44 or arms, fcarlefs fpirits, impregnable cities, 
44 ftrong holds, or any other manner of provilions 
44 that might encourage or ftrengthen a revolt, and 
i; entitle us to a reafonable hope of a victorious 
44 ifliie. How long did this laft, and to what end 
44 did this pompous preparation ferve, fave only to 
<C aggravate, confufion ? For all is loft, and only to 
4C the honour of the enemy ; without any advau- 
44 tage to ourfelves, for, and by, whom thefe {lores 
44 were provided. 



44 How happy arc tlxey that fell with their f words 
44 in their hands, contending for their liberty, and 
44 in the fame a<5t preferving it, compared with the 
44 furviving remainder of us, that arc refcrved. in, 
44 chains! fome for torture, fome for the fire, others 
44 for fpedtacles, fome for combat, and others to 
44 be torn with fcpurges ; fome half eaten by beafts. 
44 Who would not fuffer a thoufand deaths rather 
44 than lead fuch a life ? But the moft deplorable of 
<v all the reft are thofe that are yet living, calling 
44 upon death, and yet have not the rcfoluiion to 
44 difpatch themfelves. 

44 Summon up your thoughts, and con fid er what 
c: is become of your glorious metropolis, your 
" l ? a ^g^ t y walls and fortifications, your imprcgna- 
44 ble towers and caftles, your vaft tre a furies and 
44 magazines, (though too little for your (lores,) 
your prodigious multitudes of men ; your holy 
44 place too, known by the name of 'God's houfe ; 

: <4 Is it not all torn up by the roots, and nothirtg to 
44 be feen of it, but thefnins, that ferve only . for <a 

: 4C camp to the conqueror ; a.ftWiuticfbrtutiaXe old 
41 men, mourning over the allies of the tempTel; 
44 and a number of unhappy women, fct apart .for 
44T the mod ignoble purpofes ? 



r 

44 Can any thing, that hath the foul of a man, ' 
44 fubmit to look another fun in the face after this ? 
44 Though he might live withouteither fear or dim- • 
u gcr, can any man be fo unnatural t'p his country, 
44 lb mean and narrow-fpirited, j a$ not to be grieved. 
44 that : he ever lived to fee this d'aV? It would haVe' ' 

been well if we had been all in'our graves b£-:i 
4C fore^ever we beheld thefe faciril^gipiiis ruins, and 




poffibility 



P 



44 tion. That conceit, however, being now over,| ( 
44 and nothing left us to truft to biit the conlidera-i! 
44 tion of an infuperable neceflity, we have nothing } 
44 more to do than to take pity on ourfelves, our, 
44 wives, and our children, and to make all, the 
44 hafte we can, while we have the means in 'our : 
tc hands. We are all born to die, the brave and the 
44 coward alike, and allfubjected to the fame f^te. 
C£ As to thefe points of indignity and flavery, the: 1 
u feeing of our wives diflionoiired, and our chii- - 
4C dren led in triumph, thefe are. not evils arifing 
from the neceflity of our nature, but the refcilts 
<c of co;wardice^ when a man mig : ht have died, and 
44 would not. As to us, that had the heart to aban- 
44 don the Romans, fly in the face of our maftfcrs, 
<c and -afterwards refufc quarter and pardon, when, 
* 4 it was offered us, arid not fo much as accept of 
<c aniirdemnity, though they themfelves begged it 
" of usV can it be thought that, if ever they take 
" its alive, this will be forgotten ? 



44 It : is fhocking to think of the mifcrable condi- 
tion both of young and old, betwixt the llrength 
No. 39. 
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4 hulband mull cxpecbto. fee his wife difbonoured 
4 before his face ; and the father to hear his chil- 
!rcn begging in chains for relief, lint while we 
" arc free, and ma Iters of our fwords, let us make 
<c a glorious ufe of them, and.prefcrvc our liber- 
14 tics. Let us die freemen, with tlv; comfort and 
c company of our wives and children about us. It 
4 is but what they themfelves delire, what our laws 
" require at our hands, and what Providence itfclf 
C4 hath made ncceflary for us. Only the Romans 
arc againft it, for fear we fliould do their work 
<l for them. Let us difpatch then ; for it will be 
44 to our immortal honour to take the prize they 
<; long for out of their hands, in leaving them only 
the poor fatisfa&ion of dead bodies for their tri- 
umph. 

■ • 

As Eleazar was proceeding in his exhortation they . . . 

.A 1 . /T« ri . A , «„. , - ^ J ThC Whole 

ut him oft Jhort, and cxpreiled the greateft eager- body con- 
nefsofaccomplifliinp-thedefip-precommended^con- c V r in ?? u 

i' • 1 1 • 1 17' 1 to - , , - 1'*" , , men with 

tending, with a kind of demoniacal fury, who fliould £ie«r. 
be foremoft, as a mark of fuperior braver}' ; fo ar- 
dent was the paflion of thefc people for thedeftruc- 
tion of themfelves and families. Nor did their cou- 
rage fail them when they came to the e^ecjiuion ; 
they retained their natural afteAion to the laft, from' 
a confirmed opinion that they- could not do their 
friends a better ofiicc. '1 he hufbands tenderly- em- 
braced their wives, took their children into their 

ty of the a&ion w3s.at.0ncc a 
fourcc of comfort and a plea of excufe, from : a con- 
fidcrationofdeliverancefrpmthofemiferie^tbeyhad 
to expetfl from the hands of their eneniid^V ,j\ot a 
man at length rcfufed to act his part in ;tbe. rueful 
fecne, but dealt deftrudion, with arelentlefs,hand, 
amongu the neareft and .dca.reft friends and relati- 
ons. Miferablemen, indeed 1 whole poignant woes 
compelled them to flay tlievr . wiyes andoffepjrjngy as 
the liahteft of evils that were before them. 



arms, and, withguihingtears, cpmpleatcd t.hjejrl'd 
rcfolve. The necelHty of the action was.at.once 



When they were no longer, able to fq (lain die 
grief they were under for whfiX they had dbnc,dee.tii- 
ing it *in injury to thofe. they had flain: to furvive 
I them ev.en the fli<>rteft-fpacie.,!they piled. up all their 

goods in aaJUeapi and biirpt t^iPiS ..the» chu.flng Tcnexc- 

ten men by ipt ); out of^heir.number, to dtfiexecution tior.crs 
upon all the rell,'they ranged theijifelvcsas clofeas jj^" 
poflible to the dead bodies of their friends, gave 



baft lots ampixg themfelves ,whTclf of thdni;fliould 
difpatch the^ther nineVon condition that f trhe fur- 
Vivmg tenth. man, fliould llpy him lelr ,upon..the bo- 



dies of the re 



. I The nih e f died r>vith the jFam e con- 




fire to the^p'alac.c, calf him felf.iipon his fword,\and 
fell amon^lt his-rriends. r . . r . : r .... , , - f 

, Th^is CO/1? eluded the fiaj^l;<tragedyj,v^bii>d pre- 
fumption that not a foul remained to become 5'ub- 
jecil to the Romans. Yet it appeared afterwards, 
that there was one ancient woman, and a female re- 
lative of Eleazar, faperfon of admirable qualities,) 
with five fmall children, who had concealed them-# 
felves in caverns, and efcaped tjjie niafi'acre.-, This* 
number of the.ilain was nine hundred and-fixtv, 
including women and children in the computation. 
This dreadful calamity happened on the i'ift^pnth 
day of the month Xanthicus. 

Next mornino- at break of day, the Romans made 
every preparation for an.aflhuit.j but as np^iiejiiy 
appeared, nor any noife w'.as to be heard but -the 
crackling of flanVcs, they ftopditx ^maxement and 
fufperice 3 and at length xnadea generallhtout 3 totr.y '* 

if they could be anfwered. Thaclamour alarpXi«S 
the women, they came out of s their caverns* ;and 
related the n>elancholy ftory of what had beeiijdone 
to the'Rdmahs, which appeared to them incredible, 
[till, attempting to quench the fire, and following 
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their, way up to the palace, a dreadful fpe&aclc a( 
piles of carcafes convinced them of the truth of it. 
They were /truck with admiration at the courage 
and rc/blution of the Jews, who had thus magna- 
nimoufly braved death, and maintained their free- 
dom to thelaft gafp. 



CHAP* XXIX. 



Many of the Sicarii retire to Alexandria, and rat ft 
commotions. The Jews impute to them all their mis- 
. fortunes. Refufe to acknowledge the fupremacy of 
Caefar. 

* 

MASSADA being thus reduced, the Roman ge- 
neralleft a garrifon in the fortrefs, and march- 
ed with his army to Gefarea, leaving the country 
in perfect peace behind him ; for the Jews of - Ju- 
dsea were fo broken and fubdued by the burthen and 
continuance of the war, that not an enemy was to 
be heard of in that quarter. Yet disturbances foon 
after prevailed in Alexandria, where feveral Jews 
were put to death. 

Many of the fa<£tion of the Sicarii had fled thi- 
ther for fandtuary, and, not content with living in 
. fafety and eafe, endeavoured to raife frefh commo- 
lcntdifpo- tions, by perluadingmany of the citizens to aflert 
«ion?frhe their liberty, efteem the Romans no better i 



than 



They arc 
arraigned 
by the 
Jew* in 
public af- 

iembly. 



Their aver 
don to 
Crfcr. 



themfelves, and acknowledge no other lord than the 
Almighty Sovereign of the univerfe. They pro- 
ceeded to avow thefe principles, which, if any of 

their own countrymen prefumed to.contradi«5t,they 
wereimmediatelyputtodeath. Somethey terrified, 
others they feduced from their allegiance to the Ro- 
mans, till, in fine,their practices became fo bold and 
dangerous,that the leading men took the alarm,and 
fummoned a general meeting of the JeW, to ar- 
raign the temerity and folly of the Sicarii, and de- 
monftrate that they had been the authors of all the 
evils-that had fallen upon them. They obferved, 
that as foon as their defign fhould be known to the 
Romans, they would certainly avenge themfelves ; 
upon all promifcuoufly, fo that the innocent and 
guilty would be involved in one common calamity, 'j 
From thefe confiderations they cautioned the mul- 
titude to beware of bringing deflrudtion on them- 
felves through their means, and admonifhed tKem 
to provide for their own fafety, by delivering thefe 
. mifcreants up to the Romans. 

■ 

* 

The multitude, thus apprized of their danger, 
complied with what had been propofed, fell vio- 
lently npon the Sicarii, and feized fix hundred of 
them immediately. The reft fled to Egypt, Thebes, 
and places adjacent, where they were foon taken, 
and brought back again ; but fo infuperable was* 
their refolution, that they endured the moftexqui- 
fite torments, rather than acknowledge Casfar for 
their mafter. And what is more aftonifliing, the 
very children fuflrained the fame tortures with the 
fame refolution as the adults : in fine, not one foul 
of them would acknowledge Casfar to favelife, fo 
far did their contempt of pain prevail over the fear 
of it. 
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the Jews permijfton to build 
ife of their religion. P to- 
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LUPUS being at this time governor of Alexan- 
dria, gave Csefar early intelligence of this com- 
motion ; and the emperor, well knowing the turbu- 
lent and feditious temper of the Jews, thought it 
miW(l w4 advifeable to be cautious of their "meetings and ca- 
the.tcmpie bals, to prevent fa&ion and parties being raifed, 
° nias ' and therefore fent orders to the governor, to demo- 

lifli their temple in the city of Onias, in Egypt. 



Vcfpafian 
jives or- 
ferj for 
the demo 
lition of 



This temple was built, and had Us appellation from 
ihc following occalion* 

Oma.s, the foil &f Simon, oftc of the high-priefb. 
being driven out of Jerufalem, in the lime of the 
war between Anttocbus, king of Syria, and the 
Jews, withdrew to Alexandria, where he waskind- . 
ly received by Ptolemy, king of Egypt : partly as 
an enemy to Antiochus, and partly upon a condi- 
tion agreed upon betwixt them. Onias undertook 
to bring the Jews over to the intcreft of Ptolemy, 
if he would grant him one fequeft. The king fig- 
nifying compliance, Onias preferred his petition 
for permiflion to the Jews to eredt a temple in fome 
fpot in Egypt, where they might meet for Divine 
fervice, accordii/g*to the laws and religion of their 
country. By thefe means he intimated Antiochus 
would be rendered more obnoxious to the Jews,- 
and the Jews more attached to his intcreft ; befides, 
valt multitudes would (he added) put themfelves 
under his protection for the free exercife of their 
religion- 

> 

Ptolemy acceded to the propofal, and affigned the 
Jews a fpot of ground, diftant about one hundred 
and eighty furlongs from Memphis, in the track of 
Heliopolis. Onias built a caftle there, and after 
that a temple ; not comparable, indeed* to that at 
Jerufalem j though the tower bore a rcfcmblance, 
being compofed of huge ftones, andfixty cubits in 
height. There was an altar, after the model of that 
at Jerufalem, and adorned in the fame manner, with 
a divcrfity of donations, excepting that there was 
no candleftick, but a golden lamp of great bril- 
liance, which hung upon a golden chain before the 
altar* This temple was encompafled with a brick 
wall, and had gates of {tone. It was endowed with 
a confiderablc revenue, both in land and monies, 
that there might be nothing wanting to the folem- 
nity and celebratioa of the fervice. Onias was not 
influenced to this undertaking by an unfeigned re- 
gard for the canfe of religion, but the averfion he 
had to the J cws at Jerufalem, who forced him away; 
and he propofed tohimfelf, by the erecting of tlii$ 
temple, to draw a great number of them back 
again to himfelf. There had been alfo an ancient 
prediction of the prophet Ifaiah, about fix hundred 
years before, that a temple fhould be built in Egypt 
by one. of the Hebrew race. 

Lupus, purfuant, to the emperor's orders, w ent TtetQ i 
to this temple, took out of it feveral donations pre- too* 
fented to it, and thenfhut it up. ButPaulinus, who 
fucceeded to the government on thedemife of Lu- rfw*; 
pus, not only rifled the temple of all that it con- 
tained, but threatened the priefts feverely if they 
concealed the lealt article. N^r would he permit 
any one to enter it on the account of religiorf, but 
rendered it. wholly inacceflible, infomnch that 
there was not wen the femblance of Divine wor- 
fliip there . The duration of time, from the build- 
ing of this temple to the fhuttingit up, was three 
hundred and forty-three years. 

CH A P. XXXI. 

» * 

Jonathan, one of the Sicarii, fiirs up a fedition in Cyrene. 
He is taken, and brought before Catullus, governor of * 
Pentapolis. Proves an adept in the vile arts of fuborn- 
ation and corruption. Jofephus, the hiftorian, isfalfefy 
accufed, but acquitted by Fefpaftan, who inflifts condign 
punifiment on his calumniator. Catullus expires in 
great agony of body and mind. 

THE baneful influence of the principles of thc X h C $io. 
Sicarii fpread like a contagion, and extended rii £ 
as far as Gyrene. One Jonathan, an enthufiaftic XS* 
weaver, having made his efcape thither, drew acre- c J rofc 
dulous multitude after him into woods and deferts, 
under pretext of fhewing them figns and appariti- 
ons ; and this impofture pafTed current with the • 
lower clafs of people. But reaching the ears of 
fbme of the leading men of Greece, they gave im- 
mediate notice of it to Catullus, governor of Ly 
biaPentapolis, refpedting their defign, and the way 
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they took* They were immediately vtitfucd by a 
military bamUandhcingunaimcdjeafily overcome. 
Many were Haiti, and the reft taken and carried 
pri loners to Catullas. 

Jonathan, the ringleader of this miferable clan, 

at "fir ft made his cfcape, bur, after a long and ftridt 

fVarch, was tufcen, and likewife carried toCaiiillas. 

But he found means to divert the ftorm from bim- 

felf, and to furnifli the governor with an acceptable 
occalionofturningitanotherway.ThisheeffeAed, 

by bringing the wealthieft Jews of theplace into the 
plot as the promoters of the confpiracy . Thefe ac- 
cufations, falfe as they might be, were welcome to 
Catullas, who aggravated matters to fuch a degree, 
that a war with the Jews feemed inevitable. ^ He 
not only lent a ready ear tothofecalumnieshimfelf, 
but encouraged the Sicarii to allcdge falfe accufa- 
tions ; and fuborned witneflcs to impeach one Alex* 
andcr, a Jew, (to whom he had long profefled en- 
mity,) and his wife Berenice, who were condemned 
upon the fame evidence. Thefe were thefirft that 
fuffered ; and after them a train of three thoufand 
more were put to death at once, whofe only crime 
was, that they were men ofproperty and character. 
This he thought he might do withfafety,foIong as 
their eftates were confifcated to the empire. Nay, 
through fear of being dete&ed in his villainy by 
Jews of credit elfewhere, he prevailed with Jona- 
than, and certain others, to exhibit matter of accu- 
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concerted and rcprcfentccl h. But the evcntf>f thU 
contrivance did not anfvvcr his cxpe<S^tidn ; for 
Vcfpalian, fufpcAitig the matter, determined upon 



pronounced, at the inlrance of Titus, Jofepfrus, and Ve fy*fa« - 
the reft of the Jews, innocent, who were thereupon * 
difcharged ; whil<N at the feme time; he fehtenced 5 cnt * ao * 

*J . - - * * , j- 

tO JTOflUJl- 

menc. 



which was accordingly executed.' 



As for Catullus, fuch was the bondage of the two 
princes,ihat they proceeded no farther againfthim 
at prefent , but, in a fliort time, he fell into a <;om* 
plication of difeafes, both mental afid corporeal ; 
though the former weremoft poignant and difltref T 
fing; fdrhe was tormented with all the horrors of 
confeious guilt, and faw, in imagihation,the ghaftly 
apparitions of thofe whom be had murdered, info- 
much that he ftarted from his bed, as if he would 
endeavour to a viod approachingflames. His bodily 
diftemper, in fine, increafed upon him, till Y&k \n-. 
teftinesfwere corroded,: and came from him; and 
ihus was brought t6 his end, by the Divine ven- 
geance, a ntan who a&ed in defiance of all the law £ 
of humanity and juftice: 

Thus concludes our hifto'ry, in which we hfaf e 
ftri&ly adhered to truth and candour, according to 
promife, for tKe information o'f thdfe who may be 
defirous of becoming acquainted with the particu- 



fation againft the moft eminent, both in Rome and I lars of the wars bet ween the Romans and the Jews 



among 



en, 



ftjofeph 

rian. Catullus now coming to Rome, and bringing 
Jonathan and his companions with him in bonds, 
made no doubt but the ftory would pafVas he had 



The ftyle mult be fubnritted to the judgment of 
the reader } but as to the fadls recorded, I muft be 
bold to aver, that truth has been my invariableaim 
througbout"tbe whole coinpofition. 
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rT is prelumed, moft excellent Epaphroditus, 
that Ihave already incon trover tibly proved the 
antiquity of the Jewifh nation, which origi- 
nated with themfelves, and maintains a claim 
of priority to this very day. The Antiquities con- 
tain the hiftory of five thoufand years, are founded 
on the facred writings, but tranflated by nie into 
the Greek tongue. Since, however, this arduous, 
and I may add, unprejudiced, undertaking, has not 
been fumcient to exempt the author from illiberal 
cenfure, or his productions from fabulous imputa- 
tion, (and that upon the mere prefumptipn of the 
Greek hiftorians having negledtcd to record the an^- 
tiquitv of the Jewifh nation,) I am bound, in duty 
to my Yelf, and my country, firft, to refute the invi- 
sde* diousaflertionsof opponents; fecondly, to inform 
»> the ignorant ; and, thirdly, to ftate plain fafts, in 
terms obvious to the under ft andin 2: of thofe who de- 



fire to inveftigate truth. 

The authorities I (hall cite will be derived from 
men of undeniable reputation among the Greeks ; 
and I (hall fet afide the afleverations of thofe who* 
have malevolently or ignorantly traduced me or my 
nation, by recurring to their own writings. I fhall 
alfo affign the caufes for which many of the Greek 
hiftorians have palled over our nation without men- 
tion in their records, and then endeavour to obvi- 
ate vulgar prejudices in general. 

There are many people fo fuperftitioufly attached 
^ to the Greeks, that they confider them, abftractedly 
ices 'in froni all others, as the very oracles of hiftory, to the 
itr of contempt and difparagemcnt of the reft of the ra- 
tionai creation. In point or antiquity I am con- 
vinced the reverfe will appear, if mankind wijl 
not be led by vain opinions, but fearch for faifts 
tipon the balls of fubftantial evidence. They will 
then find little or nothing amongft them that is 
not novel ; I mean with refpeel to the building of 
their cities, the invention of their arts, and the de- 
fcription of their laws. The writing of hiftory is of 
very late date among them ; whereas, by their own 
confefiion, the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Phoeni- 
*oi->»><:. i*to fay nothing* of ourfelves/) have, from 



time to time, recorded and tranfmitted to pofteris 
ty, memorials of paft ages in monumental pillars ; 
and inferiptions, with the advice and direction of Anc ' ra f 
the wifeft men, to perpetuate tranfa<5tions of mo-bcttero 
ment. Belides, thefe people living in a clear air, { ^\ 
the very climate contributed to the prefer vation of tionw 
thefe antiquities from corruption and decay ; which 
was quite otherwife with the Greeks, relpe&ing 
duration, order, and appointment- 

Their bare pretence to the knowledge of letters 
is of late date, and their fkill in that particular is 
at this very hour defective. The antiquity of which 
they boaft goes no farther back than to the Phoeni- 
cians, and they value themfelves upon the refuta- 
tion of having had Cadmus for their lirft matter. 
But fo far are they from being able to produce, ei- 
ther in their temples or public regiftries, any one 
authentic memorial of thefe times, that, when it 
came to be propounded as a queftion, whether the 
ufe of letters was fo much as known at the time of 
the Trojan war, it was carried in the negative. It 
is univerfally acknowledged that there is no Greek 
manufcript in date antecedent to the poems of 
Homer; and it is certain that the Trojan war was 
over before that poem (the Iliad) was written. 
Nor has it been admitted that Homer ever com- . . { 
mitted this production to writing. The prevailing ofX* 
opinion runs, that it palled like a kind of ballad, i 10 ** 1, 
which the people committed to memory, till, in the 
end, copies were taken from oral dilation, which 
is affigned as the caufe of the many contradictions 
and miftakes found in the tranferipts. 

Withrefpcdt to Cadmus, theMilefian, Acurilaus, 
and other Greek hiftorians, they lived but a fhort 
time before the inroad of the Perfians into Greece. 
Pherecydes, Pythagoras, and Thales, who firft in- 
troduced philofophy, and the inveftigation of fub-]*dS 
jeAsDivine and celeftial,unanimoufly acknowledge Greeks 
that they derived their information from the Egyp- 
tians and Chaldeans. Nay, it remains a doubt to the 
this day, whether thefe men were the authors of chdJa* 
the works attributed to them. 



h 



i u ANSWER to A PI O N. 



46$ 



From thcfc prcmifes it appears extremely abfurd 
for the Greeks to claim to iliemfclvcs not only the 
folc knowledge of antiquity, hut a preference in 
point of hiftorical accuracy, candour, and credit* 
Nay, is it not evident, from their own writings, that 
their hiftories are the reftilt of fancy and conjeAure, 
rather than records of fubftantial fadts i As their 
authors clalhone with another, and report one and 
the fame thing in a manner totally different. 

« 

It would be tedious to point out thedifagreement 
jjjfbe- " between Hellanicus and Acufilaus refpc&ing their 

genealogies ; the differences between Hefiod and 
Sorj. 3 Acufilaus ; the proofs repeatedly brought by Epho- 

rus to demonftrate the representations of Hel- 
lanicus. ; thereof Timeus to the fame purport 
againftEpborus ; thofeof fucceedingwritersagainft 
Ti.meus ; and, in fine, thofe of all the latter authors 
againft Herodotus. Nor could Timeus agree with 
Philiftrus or Callias, about the Sicilian- hiftory. 
The hiftorians of Athens and Argos differ as efien- 
tially. So that doubts muft arife in the minds of the 
readers, when they difcover fuchpalpable contra- 
dictions amongft writers. Nay, Thucydides him- 
felf is called in queftion upon feveral occafions, 

though the moft cautious, candid, and impartial 



hiftorian of his age. 



Cafe of 

of opinion 

Gttth. 



Upon due confideration, many reafons might be 
^affigned for the great differences which prevail 
the amongft Greek authors ; but I apprehend the prin- 
cipal parts are thefe. Firft, the negleft of. the 
Greeks in not laying a timely foundation for hiftory, 
in records and memorials, to preferve the remem- 
brance of great achievements 5 for, without thefe 
monumental traditions, poftcrity are apt to err,hav- 
ing no clue to guide them into the path of truth. 
This mode of recording antient traditions was not 
only negle&ed in other parts of Greece, but even in 
Athens itfelf,which has been deemed the very feat of 
the polite arts. Draco's penal laws, now extant in 



racy ; and I dare pronounce that our future annals 
will bear the fame ftamp of authority. Care was 
taken, from the beginning, to make choice of men t ^jc^h 
of exemplary piety and virtue for this function ; *n. 
and further proviiion was made for prefcrving the [j^r of 
facerdotal race pure and untainted, as no man is annals, 
qualified for the office of a prieft, whofe mother 
was not of pricftlv extraction ; and therefore, with- 
out any regard to wealth and honour, whoever 
pretends to the pricft-hood, muft prove his def cent 
in a right line by a multitude of witnefles. This is 
the practice not only in Judrea, hut wherever our 
people are difperfed over the face of the whole 
earth } for our prieftsmake it a kind ofconfcicnce 
only to intermarry with their own tribes. In this, 
cafe, they fend from.ihe father to Jerufalem the 
name of the woman they intend to* marry, with 
her pedigree well and duly attcfted." 

• t » * 

But in time of war, as for inftance, in the days cuftomre- 
of Antiochus Epiplianes, Pompey the Great, and f P eei i n s 

r\ • XT- 1 • , n 7 - i* 1 marriage 

V^jjintums Varus, and principally within our oivn and pedi- 
memory, the furviving priests compofe hew tables S tcc - 
of genealogy out of all records, and examine the 
circumftances of the women that remain. The 
priefts marry no captives, through a fufpicion they 
might have had intercourfe with foreigners > and, 
as an incontrovertible proof of their purity, the 
names of all our priefts, in an uninterrupted fuc- 
ceftion,from father to fori, have ftood upon record 
throughout a fpace of two thoufand years, if any 
of them prevaricate, they are forbidden the alrar, 
and depofed from thcexercife of the facred func- 
tion. And this is juftly, or rather neceffhrily, done ; 
becaufe every one is not permitted to writfc, nor is 
there any difagreement in what is written. * The 
writings of the prophets we hold of Divine original ; 
and as to thofe who have written the hiftory of their 
own time$, their number is not great,- nor are they 
very repugnant one to another. 



manufcript, are the moft antient of their public re- We.have not a multitude of books among us, The jcw« 



cords, though bearingdate but a fliort fpace before 
the tyrant Pififtratus. As to the Arcadians, who 
make fuch pretenfions to antiquity, they came later 
to the ufe of letters than any of the reft. 

Now there being no authorities extant,there muft 
naturally arife great differences amongft the wri- 
ters ; becaufe fuch vouchers might be introduced 
to confirm truth, and refute error, and thereby 
' diftinguilh between the authentic and groundless 
hiftorian. Another caufe of contradictions is the 
motives which induce writers to take up the pen. 
Too many will for the applaufe of their cotempo- 
raries ; and prefer the reputation of being efteem- 
ed florid in ftyle, rather than candid in narrative. 
Some write to gratify faucy or humour, without 
any regard to bulk and juftice ; others deal in pa- 
negyric, to court the patronage of the great ; and 
there are fome that lavilh their time and talents 4n 
calumniating the writings and characters of their 
predeceflbrs, which are all contrary to the duty and 
office of a genuine hiftorian. 

:ht ma rkj The chara&eriftic of true hiftory is the concor- 
idcry! mc dance of feveral writers, as to fubjedt, time, and 
place : but the Greeks feem to adduce their diver- 
lity as an argument of authenticity. If the matter 
in difpute betwixt them and us, were nice arrange- 
ments of words, and precifion of periods, we would 
yield them the palm ; but we cannot but contend 
for fupcriority in point of fadt and antiquity. 

That the Egyptians and Babylonians of old were 
precifeinthe date of their annals, which was com- 
mitted to the care of their priefts, who were punc- 
tual in the difcharge of that office ; that the Chal- 
deans followed the example of the Babylonians, and 
that thePhoenicians^ who were intermixed with the 
Greeks, inftrudted them in the ufe of letters, isuni- 
verfally acknowledged. It therefore only remains 
for me to fhew, that our forefathers provided, at 
leaft, as wellfor the fecurity of this order and regu- 
lation, if not better, than any that went before 
them, in charging the high-priefts and prophets 
with this commiffion ; and thefe records have been 
handed down to our times with the utmoft accu- 



difagreeing and contradi&ing one another, as the j£ d b ™ l k r g 
Greeks have, but arc confined to twenty-two, that of the 
we are bonnd to believe, and thofe t vyenty-two J^Jj* 
books comprife the hiftory of the world from the 
beginning to this day. Five of them treat of the 
creation of the world, and the generation of man- 
kind, and fo to the death of Mofes, in a feries of 
little lefs than 3000 years. 

From the death of Mofes to the reign of Ar- 
taxerxes,the fon of Xerxes, and king of Perlia, every 
one of our prophets wrote the hiftory of the times 
in which he lived, comprehending the whole in 
thirteen books ; the other four books containing 
Divine poems and moral precepts. There has, in- 
deed, been a continuation of our hiftory from Ar- 
taxerxes to this inftant ; but it is not eftcemcd, in 
point of authenticity, comparable to that of our 
forefathers, as there has not been an exact fuccef- 
lion of prophets fince that time. The former wri- 
tings are the objedts of our implicit belief ; for, dur- 
ing many ages of the world, no attempt has been 
made, either to add to, or diininifh from them, or 
even fomuch as totransform or difguife them. As 
we hold thefe writings Divine, we call them fo ;and 
are trained, from earlieft infancy, to meditate upon, 
obfervc, and maintain them as fuch : nay, we are 
enjoined rather to fuller death than give them up. 

How many are there of our captive countrymen j^ l s °f 0 l r he 
at this day,ftruggling under exquifite torments, be- the prefcr- 
caufe they will not renounce the laws of their coun- J^thofe 
try, nor blafphcme the God of their forefathers ? book*. 
When did any of the Greeks undergo fuch trial ? 
They would not venture fuch fhocks to preferve all 
they hold moft dear. They hold their writings in 
no other efteem than as words, and have the fame 
opinion of antient as of modern productions. Many 
have taken upon them to write our {ubjc<£ts,of which 
they were wholly ignorant, and that without apply- 
ing for information to thofe who were acquainted 
with them. We have an example of this in the hif- 
tories of our late wars, publifhed by per/bns who 

were never on the fpot of action, but who, nevcr- 
thelefs, have the confidence to ufher into the world 
a jargo** of incoufiftencies as genuine hiftories* 
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But this I can aver, with relpeft to my liiftory of 
our wars, that it is genuine and authentic ; as I 
had ocular teftimony, certain knowledge, and the 
means of informing myfelf particularly of every 
" occurrence. I have been as faithful in my report, as 
I vvasminuteinmyinveftigation. lhad a command 
-hi Galilee as long as our nation was able to oppofe 
the Romans ; and it was my fortune, in the end, to be 
made prifoner, and carried to Vefpalian and Titus, 
who, at firft, ordered me to be kept bound ; but I 
was afterwards generoufly releafed, and fent to ac- 
company Titus, when he came from Alexandria to 
the liege of Jerufalem. During the whole time 
there wasnothing done that efcaped my knowledge. 
Whatever palled in the Roman camp was open to 
me ; nor was any care wanting, on my part, mod 
faithfully to reprefent every circumftance. With 
refpedt to the ftate of the city, 1 had accounts of it 
from deferters, with anexprefs from the emperor 
to take minutes of each occurrrence. 

■ < 

Beingfurnifiied with theft materials, and finding 
leifure at Rome, I applied to fome friends to aflift 
me in acquiring a competent knowledge of the 
Greek tongue, and then proceeded to the compila- 
tion of my hiftory, in which I am fo confeious of 
at having obferved the utmoft candour and juftice, 
that I dare appeal to the generals Vefpafian and 
Titus as my vouchers. ' To thefe illuftrious per- 
fonages Ifirftprefented my work, and next to them 
to certain noble Romans, who commanded in the 
fame war. Others I difpofed of to feveral of our 
own nation, wh o were {killed in the Greek tongue^ 
as Julius, Archelaus, Herod, and the moft excellent 
king Agrippa . Thefe bear honourable teftimony, 
that I acquitted myfelf as a faithful hiftorian ; and 
furely I could never have obtained fuch fan&ion and 
patronage, if, through ignorance or favour, I had in 
any inftance deviated from fa&s. I have been ex- 
pofed to the calumnies of the illiberal, who have 
cenfured my produ&ionsin a vein of irony and far- 
cafm : but they would do well to confider, that 
whoever pretends to authenticity in the relation of 
tranfa&ions, fhould firft render himfelf minutely 
^acquainted with them , either from his own perfonal 
"* observation, or the information of others : of both 
thefe advantages Ihave fully availed myfelf. 

With refpedt to my Antiquities, I have, in charac- 
ter of a prieft, tranflated them from onr facred wri- 
tings, and digefted them in methodical order. But 
in the hiftory of the war, I was an a&or in fome 
c cafes, afpedator in others, and, upon the whole, a 
ftranger to nothing that was either done or laid. 
What infolence, therefore, itisinthofe, who would 
endeavour to deprive me of my title to authenticity ! 
They pretended to have infpedted the journals of 
thecommanders;butcan thatinvailidatemy hiftory, 
in points abfolutely unknow to thofe commanders ? 

I have been under a neceflity of making this di- 
greflion, in order to expofe the vanity of many who 
pretend to write hiftories; and, I apprehend, that 



as alfb other nations, by a comriion tic of naviga- 
tion, trade, and commerce, for the advancement of 
their fortunes. Nor did our predeccflbrs make in- 
roads upon their neighbours, as others have done, 
for the enlarging their eftates J though they wanted 



neither numbers or courage, to he dangerous and 
troublefome, had they been fo difpofed. 

Thus it was that the Phoenicians became known 
to the Greeks, and through them the Egyptians, 
and other traders into Greece. After thefe the 
Medcs and Perlians, having become lords of Alia, 
carried the war into Europe* The Thracians were 
alfo known by being contiguous ; the Scythians by 
holding a correfpondence with thofe that failed to 
Pontus; and fo all along the eaftern and vveftern 
fea, there was a iufliciency of fubjeft matter for 
hiftory. 

i 

But thofe whofehabitations were remote from the 
fea, were for the moft part unknown ; as was the cafe 

in Europe alfo, where the Roman empire, that long 
hadpoffelTed fuch mighty power and greatnefs,per- 
formediuch gallant exploits in war, are never men- 
tioned by Herodotus^ Thucydidcs, nor any of their 
cotemporaries : and it was very late, and with great 
difficulty,. that the Romans became known to the Anew* 
Greeks. What fliall we fay of writers in ordinary, 
when Ephorui himfelf, the moft celebrated of their Sa. 
hiftorians, was fo ignorant of the Gauls and Iberi- 
ans, that he fuppofes the kingdom of Spain, with 
thevaft continent it ftands upon, to be no more than 
one city, and fo afcribes to them things that were 
never done, faid, nor heard there ? Whence comes 
this ignorance of the truth,- but from the writer's 
having no knowledge of the parts alluded to I Nor 
can it be any wonder that our nation was no more 
known to many of the Greeks, nor had given them 
occafionto mention them in their writings, while 
they were fo remote, from the fea, and had a con- 
dud of life fo peculiar to themfelves. 

But if I fliould turn the Greeks' mode of reafonr 
ing upon themfelves, and alledge, by way of dif- 
proving their antiquity, that no mention is made of 
it in our records, would not fuch an inference be , , 
exploded as ridiculous ? Woulxl they not appeal to S± 
neighbouring nations to confirm their claim ? If* 1 ^ 8 
this manner of proceeding may be admitted on the <Ms? 
one lide, why not on the other ? The Egyptians and 
Phoenicians are the chief witnefles that I fliall ad- 
duce in this cafe ; nor can there be any ground of 
exception to the evidence, as the former are known 
to be our Profefled enemies, and the latter no bet- 
ter difpofed towards us, particularly the people of 
Tyre, But the Chaldeanshave a better opinion of 
us, as having been formerly under their command ; 
likewife on account of confanguinity and country, 
as appears from the honourable mention they make 
of us in their chronicles. When 1 have cleared our 
nation from the afperiions of the Greeks, and 
wiped away the {landers they have call upon us, I 
will then advert to their own hiftorians, and fo ob- 



what I have obferved, is fufficient to fatisfy any y iate all farther cavil. I fhall begin with the writ- 
man, that the very barbarians havebetter preferved |( ings of the Egyptians, and cite an extract from the 
this cuftom of tranfmitting down the hiftories of 
ancient times than the Greeks themfelves. I would 
now offer fome matters for the confideration of 
thofe who endeavour to prove, that our confti- 
tution is but of modern date, becaufe the Greek 



writers have made no mention of us : I (hall then 



of Manethon, an Eg} a 
{killed in the Greek language, as appears from an 
hiftory he took from holy writ about the Jewifti re- 
ligion. He finds much fault with Herodotus, for 
his ignorance and mifreprefentation of the Egypti- 
on manners and cuftoms ; and, in the fecond book 



produce teftimonies of our antiquity from the wri- of *? is hiftory, delivers himfelf in thefe very words, 



tings of foreigners, and demonftrate the injuftice of 
thofe who caft reproaches on our nation. 

We neither inhabit a maritime country, nor do 
we delight in mcrchandife ; nor in that intercourfe 
with other nations which naturally arifes from it. 
Our cities lie remote from the fea; our foil is fruitful, 
and cultivated with care. Our grand concern is the 
education of our childen, to train them in pious 
exercife, and ftricfc obedience to the laws of our 
country: this, indeed, weefteemthe mainbufmefs 
of our lives. Befides, we have a p&culiar way of 
living to ourfelves, which gives us tounderftand, 
that, in times paft, we had no communication with 
the Greeks, as the Egyptians and Phoenicians had, 



which I quote without the leaft deviation, that they 
may fufficc to confirm his teftimony. 

tc We had a king; whofename was Timceus : and - 

cc • i • • ii ■» | ii* . 7 i There*' 

in Ins reign we fell, beyond all imagination, under monyo f 
<c God's heavy difpleafure. There came flowing ^ 

upon us, a rugged, robuft people out of the eaft, w i5r. 
" that made an inroad into the province ; and there 
" encamping, took it by force, and carried all be- 



6C fore them without fo much as a ftroke, putting 




44 and others, with their wives and children, fent 
i€ away in bondage. After this, they fet up a king 
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t K ANSWER, to APION; 
« from among themfelves, whofe name was Sa- || and to hear Manethon, in his owft words, aljoiit 



m 



latis. 

" The newking advanced to Memphis, and liav- 
ifc ing fubjeflcd both the upper and the lower pro- 
" vinccs, and put garrifonsinto all tenable places, 
14 he fortified to the eaftward in a more efpecial 
41 manner, for fear of an in vafion from the Aflyrians, 
44 whom he looked upon as the (Ironger of the two. 
u He found in the country of Saitcs, a city, for- 
44 merly called Avaris, which was fituated very con- 
44 yeniently for his purpofe, to the eaft of the river 
"-Bubaftis. This city he improved all repaired, 
44 and fortified it withftrong works and walls, and 
44 a body of two hundred and forty thoufand men 
44 to cover it. He made choice of harveft time for 
" the execution of his dellgn, with aregard both to 
4< the plenty of the feafon for provisions, to the 
44 means of paying his foldiers, d.nd to the fecuring 
44 himfelf likewife againft all affaults, or invafions, 
44 by his excellent difcipline and conduit. 

44 Salatis died in thenineteenth year of his reign , 
44 and one Boeon fiicceeded him, who governed 
" forty-four years. After him came ApaChnas, and 
ct reigned fix. and thirty years and feven months. 
" Apochis came next^ and ruled fixty years and one 
C4 month : Janias, fifty years and one month : and 
" laft of all came Aflis, who ruled forty-nine years 
tc and two months. Thefe fix were thefirft kings, 
44 and perpetually in war, to exterminate the Egyp- 
" tians. The people we called hyefos ; that is to 
4< fay, kingfiepferds : for Ayc> in the holy tongue, 
" is as much as king ; and foij according to the vul- 
" gar, is afiepAerd : fo that Ayc/osis taken as a com- 
44 pound. Some will have it that thefe people were 
" Arabians. According to fome other copies, kyc 
" doe.s not fignify king-JbepAerd 9 but JhcpAcrd-cap- 
" five ; for hyc and Aac y with ah afpiration, found, 
u in Egyptian, as much as captive j and it feems to 
C4 me the more reafonable interpretation of the two, 
u as it fuitsbetter with the antient hiftory /' 

We have it upon credit of the fame author, 
44 that when thofe (by whatever name they may 
44 be called) kings, or fliepherds, and their train, 
44 had kept the government of Egypt in their own 
"hands for the fpace of 511 years, the king of 
44 Thebes, and the remainder of Egypt, that was 
" not as yet fubjedted, made a violent and obftinate 
44 war upon the fliepherds, and routed them, under 
44 the command of king Alisfragmuthofis : and 
44 when the greateft part of them were driven out 
44 of Egypt, the reft withdrew into a place called 
44 Avaris, of ten thoufand acres in extent ; and this 
44 thefliepherds (according to Mane thon) enclofcd 
44 with a ftrong fubftantial wall, that fecured to 
44 them all neceflaries within themfelves." He fays 
" further, " that Themofis, the fon of Alisfragmu- 
cc thofis, laid fiegc to it with four hundred and 
44 eighty thoufand men : but when he found the 
44 place was not to be carried by a (Fault, they came 
44 to conditions, uponarticles to depart Egypt, and 
<c a fafe convoy to go whither they would. Upon 
" thefe terms they marched out with their goods 
" and families, to the number of two hundred and 
4C forty thoufand fouls,by the way of the wildernefs, 
44 into Syria ; and, for fear of the Aflyrians, who 
" were then matters of Afia, retired into a country 
u that is now known by the name of Judsea, where 

44 they creeled a city large enough to receive this 
u vaft multitude, and called it Jerufalem." 

The fame Manethon tells us, in another book of 
his Egyptian Hiftory, 44 that he finds thefe people 
" in books of great authority, diftinguifhed by the 
" name of Captive Shepherds our anceftors hav- 
ing been brought up to grazing, and from that 
paftoral employment taking the name of fliepherds. 
They imagine that they had fome ground for calling 
them captives : it was by that name that our father 
Jofeph made himfelf known to the king of Egypt, 
when he obtained permiilion to fend for his bre- 
thren. But of this more particularly elfewhere. 
So that it will be fufficient, at prefent, to confult 
the teftimonies of the Egyptians upon this fubjeA, 



the time when this happened. 

" King; Thcmofis reigned five and twenty ycutc 
4< and four months, from the departure of the /licp~ 
"herds out of Egypt, to the building of Jem fa- 
leixti 



cc 



His fon Chebron took the kingdom after 
him, and governed thirteen years : and after him 
Amenophis, twenty years and feven months ; his 
fifter Amefles, one and twenty years and nine 
months: her fon Mephres twelve years and nine 
" months : his fonMephramuthofis,nve and twenty 
44 years and ten months : his fon Themolis, nine 
" years and eight months : his fon Amenophis,- 
44 thirty years and ten months ; his fon Orus^ thirty- 
44 fix years and five months : his daughter Acen- 
44 cheres, twelve years and one month: Rathotis, 
" her brother, nine years : his fon Acencheres, 
" twelve yearsand five months: an other Acehcheres,- 
44 his fon, twelve years and three months : his fon 
44 Armais, four years and one month ; his fon Ar- 
44 mefis, one year and four months : his fon Ar- 
44 mefles Miamun, fixty-fix years and two months : 
44 Amenophis, nineteen yearsand fix months; Sc- 
44 thofis, having raifed a great force, both at fea 
44 and land, conftituted his brother Armais lieu-' 
44 tenant-general of^Egypt, and vefted him with 
" all fovereign pbwers and privileges, the wearing 
44 of the crown excepted ; and, with a caution not 
44 to opprefs the queen or her family, nor to inter- 
44 meddle with the king's concubines." 

44 Sethofis, upon this, marched up to Cyprus ahef 
44 Phoenicia, and fo forward to the Medes and Afly- 
4< rians, conquering ftill as he went ; fome by the 
44 fword, others by the very terror arid reputation 
u of his arms. He was fo elevated by his fucc^ffes, 
u that he ftopt at nothing, but laying all wafte to 
tc the eaftward, carried the whole country before 
c< him. While this was doing, his brother Armais, 
" without any difficulty or fcru pie, broke faith with 
" his brother in Egypt, and did juft the contrary ta 
" what he fliould have done. He expelled the 
tc cjueen, abufed the king's concubines, and, at the 
u inftance and advice of his falfe friends, afluracd 
u the crown, and took up arms againft his brother. 
" The Egyptian high-prieft gave Sethofisnoticc of 
<c all thefe indignities from time to time ; upon 
4C which advice the king came immediately back 
44 again by the way of Pelufium, and made good 
tc his government. From this prince the country 
44 took the name of Egypt ; for Sethofis was called 
44 Egyptus, and his brother Armais named like- 
" wile Danaus." 



Man 



The hit** 



is evident, upon a clear computation, that our pre- rcncestrorfi 
deceflbrs, otherwife known by the name of fhep-fc'anetW* 
herds, left Egypt three hundred and ninety-three tcft,moh ^ 
years before Danaus went to Argus ; though the 
Greeks pique themfelves mightily upon the anti- 
quity of that prince. Manethon therefore advances 
two great points for us out of the Egyptian records j 
the firft, that our forefathers camf out of another 
country into Egypt : the fecond, that their deliver- 
ance out of it was of fo ancient a date, asto precede 
the fiege of Troy almoft athoufand years. With 
refpe<$ to fome other particulars which Manethon 
adds, not out of the Egyptian records, but, as he 
himfelf confefles, from Itories of an uncertain ori- 
ginal, I (hall demonftrate hereafter, that they are 
no better than groundlefs fi&ions. 

* 

I fhall now pafs from thefe records to thofe of 
the Phoenicians, concerning our nation, and from 
themproduceatteftations of what 1 have advanced.- The ^. . 
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great antiquity, and they are fo carefully preferved, 
as to contain all tranfa&ions that are worthy of me- 
morial. Amongft other paffages concerning our 
nation, they make mention of king Solomon's erecft- 

ingatemple at Jerusalem, anhundredandforty-three 
years and eight months before their predeceflbrs 
built Carthage j defcribing alfo,in their annals, the 
very model uf the temple# Hiram, king of Tyre, 
had fo great a friendfhip for David, and his fon So- 
lomon for his fake, that he prefented him with an 
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htimh cd and twenty uientfl of gold to vnrds the or- 
nament of the fabric j and fiirnilhcd Itim with t!ic 
Mioffc excellent timher from mount J/ihrinti.*; for the 
roof and vv.iiufcot* Nor was tSoIomo<i wanting:, on 
the other hand, in a magnificent return, as, among 
other acknowledgments, he made him aprcfentof 
Zcbulon in Kaphtali. But the love of wifdom, or 
a kind of philofophic pafiion, cemented the friend- 
/hip betwixt tlicm. They lent problems and intri- 
cate cafes to be folvcd by each other ; and Solomon 
evinced a fuperiority to Hiram. There are extant 
among the Tyrians, to this day, divers copies of 
the letters that puffed betwixt them ; and for con- 
firmation of the fame, I lhall refer to Dius, an his- 
torian among the Phoenicians of unqueftionable 
credit. Thefe are his words, 

f 11 Hiram, thefon of Abibal, fiicceeded his father 
ic <c iii the government. He repaired and improved 
" divers cities in the eaftern parts of his dominion, 
u enlarged Tyre, and, by raifing a caufe way be- 
cc tween them, joined it to the temple of Jupiter 
u Olympus, ftanding in an illand, and beautified 
" it with many rich donations. After this he went 
4C up to mount Libanus to cut down wood for tem- 
<c pies. They fay farther, that Solomon, king of 
tc Jerufalem, and Hiram, interchanged certain pro- 
tc blems to be folved, upon condition that he who 
<c failed in the Solution, (ho aid incur a forfeiture ; 
fC and that Hiram, finding the queftion too difficult 
tc for him, paid the penalty and propofed new 
tc ones for Solomon to interpret, upon the penalty 
c; of paying forfeit to Hiram/' This is what Dins 
records upon this fubjecft* 

I now proceed to Menander, the Ephefian, an au- 
thor who made an hiftorical collc<5tionof the tranf- 
a&ions of the Greeks and barbarians under every 
one of the Tyrian kings, which, for the better autho- 
rity of the work, he has extracted from their own 
records. Having palled through the fucceflion of 



u governed forty* it was in the fevciuh ye: ? r of his 
" rcigit,that his liftcr'iido l.uih C.;nhagc/ui Africa. 
u Ho that from the time of Hiram to the eroding of 
<c Carthage, wc account an hundred any fifty-fivci 
14 years and eight months. Taking for grained that 
u the temple of Jcrnfalcm was built in the twelfth 
" year of king Hiram? it makes an hundred and 
c< forty-three years and eight months , from tberaif- 
<c ing of the temple to the building of Carthaee." 



Nothing can tend more to confirmation than this 
teftimony of the Phoenicians : for our anceftors cer- 
tainly came into Judaea long before the building 
of the temple ; nor did the}' build that temple till 
they had obtained poffeUion of the country by dint 
of arms, as I have clearly proved from thefacred 
writing-in my Antiquities. 

We will now proceed to (hew how far the Chal- 
dean records agree with others concerning our hif- 
tory, and begin with Berofus, by birth a Chaldean,, 
well known by the learned from his publication of 
the Chaldean treatifes on aftronomy and philofo- 
phy among the Greeks. Berofus following themofl 
antient records, gives us an hiftory of the deluge, 
and the definition of mankind thereby, exactly T «a^ 
confonant with the defcription of Mofes ; as alfoJheaf 
of the ark, and the prefervationof Noah in it, when <!cJa - 
it was brought to the higheft part of ihe Armenian 
mountains. He gives us a catalogue of the pofte-» 
rityof Noah, and adds the years of their chrono- 
logy, from Noah himfelf to NabulafTar, king of 
the Babylonians and Chaldeans, with an account of 
this king's exploits. He tells us that he lent his Ion 
Nabuchodonofor with a mighty army into Egypt 
and Judaea, where, upon his being informed of a 
revolt, he reduced the people to fubjedtion, fet lire 
to our temple at Jerufalem, and carried off our 
whole nation in captivity to Babylon. After this 
our city lay defolate during an interval of feventy 
years, till the days of Cyrus, king of Perfia. He 



the Tyrian kings as far as Hiram, he thus writes : then fays that this^ Babylonian king conquered 
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" Upon the death of Abibal, his fon Hiram came 
cc to the crown, and lived to enjoy it thirty-four 
cc years. This prince threw up a large bank, that 
" joined Eury chorus to the city of Tyre ; and de- 
cc dicated a golden pillar to Jupiter, which was 
4C there depofited in his temple. He went after 
<c this into a fore ft, to a mountain called Libanus, 
LC where he cut down all the cedar for roofs for 
4< temples ; railing the old buildings, and advancing 
" others. One he dedicated to Hercules, another 
t( to Aftarte : the former in the month Peritius, 
" and the other when he marched againft the Ty- 
" rians, for not paying their taxes : but, upon their 
" reduction, he prefently returned. 



cc 



Egypt, Syria, Phoenicia, and Arabia, and exceeded 
in his exploits all his predeceffbrs. But to quote 
his own words. 

u NabulafTar, the father, underftanding that his Booto 
cc deputy in -3£gypt, Ccclo-Syria, and Phoenicia, £S 
ct was up in arms, being old himfelf, and paft the 
cc fatigues of war, he fent his fon Nabuchodonofor, for. 
" (in the vigour of his youth,) at the head of a 
" ftrong army, to bring him toreafon. This prince 
" encountered the rebel, defeated him, and reco- 
" vered all the provinces that were engaged in the 
Ci revolt. 
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Hiram had, at this time, a young man, a fer- 
<c vant in his houfc, whofe office it was to expound 
tc Solomon's riddles ; his name was Abdemonus. II cc 
cc From thisking's time to the building of Carthage, j| c c 
u the computation runs thus : 

" Baleazar, the fon of Hiram, fuccceded his fa- 
cc ther, and died in the forty-third year of his age, 
* c and the feventh of his reign. The next was Ab- 
u daftartus, the fon of Beleazar, who died in the 
" twentieth year of his life, and the ninth of his 
" reign. This prince was murdered by his nurfe's 
Cc four fons, and the elded of them governed 
<c twelve years in his place : and after him came 
<c Aftartus, the fon of Delasaftartus, who lived fixty 
Cc years, and reigned twelve. After him came his 
cc brother Aferymus, who lived fifty-four years, and 
reigned nine, and was murdered by his brother 
<c Phelles, who took the government upon him in 
the fiftieth year of his age ; and, after a reign of 
eight months, was flain by one Ithobalus, aprieft 
of the goddefs Aftarte, who lived to the age of 
fixty-cight years, and ruled thirty-two. His fon 
cc Badezor fucceededhim,wholivedforty-fiveyears, 
iC and reigned fix : and then his fon Matgenus lived 
u two and thirty years, d6d rcig 

ci was Pygmalion, who lived fifty-fix years, and 
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gnednine. The next 



It happened, at the fame time, that Nabulaflar 
fell fickat Babylon, and died, after a reign of nine 
and twenty years. It was not long before the fon 
had notice of his father's death ; whereupon he 
immediately fettled his affairs in Egypt, and the 
reft of the provinces ; and committing the cap- 
tive Jews, Phoenicians, and Syrians, that had been 
in Egypt, to the care of fome particular confi- 
dents, to fee them brought up toBabylon, toge- 
ther with the army and the baggage, he himfelf, 
withafmali retinue, tookhisjourney for Babylon 
by the way of the defert. Upon his arrival, he 
found all things difpofed to his wifli ; the Chal- 
deans, and all the great men, declaring them* 
felves in his intcreft, and for his eftablifhment 
upon the throne of his father. 

<c In this interim, while the prifoners were upon 
ce the way, he ordered them the in oft commodious 
<c lodgings of the city for their quarters, and all 
cc accommodations to be provided for them. The 
€c fpoils of the war were applied with wonderful 
cc munificence, to the enriching and adorning of 
cc the temples; as that of Bel, and others. He 
<c caufedtobe created anew town* .as an addition to 
cc the old one : and to prevent the turning of the 
' c river the city ftood upon, from the place, in cafe 

, part of it 
men, about 

cc the whole. After all thefe fortifications, he made 



c of a fiege, they ran up a triple wall 
c brick, and the reft of brick and bitui 
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that of liis father, hut incomparably beyond it, 
" both for extent and expencc. The dclcriptiou 
*' of it would be too tedious y but it mult be ob- 
< 4 ferved, that this admirable piece was the work of 
" only fifteen days. 



proofs cannot be adduced , provided they j/tfee in 
point of chronology. The computation fta'ndstha* i 

Nabtichodonofor bclicgcdTyre for thirteen years, 
in the reign of king lthobal. After him reigiicd 
Baal ten years. After him judges were appointed 
of whom Ecnibalus, the Ton of Baflec, judged the 
people two months; Chelbis, the fon of Abdanis* 
ten months. Abbar, the high-prieft, three months. 



Ai doth? 
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mus, fix years; After them Balatorus, one year. 
Upon his death they fent for Merbalus from Baby- 
lon, who governed four years, and was fucceeded 



** that had the rcfembiance of mountains; with 
" nurfcries of all forts of plants, and a kind of hang- 
" ing garden, fufpended in the air by a moft admi- 
" rable contrivance. This was to gratify his wife, 
lt who, being brought up in Media, among the 
" hills, and in the frefli air, found relief from fuch 
« a profped." 



Thus writes Berofus refpedting the king: and 
there are other circumftances worthy of remark in 
his Chaldean antiquities, and more particularly 



by his brother Hirom, who ruled twenty years, 
during which Cyrus obtained the empire of Perlia. 
The whole interval amounts to fifty-four years and 
three months ; for, in the feventh year of the reign 
of Nab'ucliodonofor, he began io befiege Tyre ; 
and Cyrus entered upon his reign over tlie kingdom 
of Pcrfia in the fourteenth* year of Hfirbrri. So that 
the records of the Chaldeans and Tyriaris agree 



where be cenfures the Greeks for affirming that whh om . writ5ngs concerning this temple ; and the 



Babylon was founded by Semiramis, queen of Af* 
fyria. Moreover, we meet with a confirmation of 
what Berofus relates, in the records of the Phoeni- 
cians, concerning- the king of Babylon, and his 
conquering all Syria and Phoenicia. Philoftxatus 



teftimonies here produced are anindifputable attel- 
tation to the antiquity of our nation. 

But it is now expedient to fatisfy thofe who dif- ^JdfSi 
believe the records of barbarians, add think thofe Grdciaitf. 



agrees with him in his hiftory of the fiege of Tyre ; ]j of the Greeks only worthy of credit j by prodiicin 



as does Megafthcnes, in the fourth book of his In- 
dian Hiftory, wherein he pretends to prove that 
this king of Babylon was fuperior to Hercules in 
irrength and prowefs, adding, that he had the 
jcafoj greatefi part of L»ybia and Iberia at his devotion. 
S?Sf With refpedl to the temple of Jetufalem, we have 
rffOTfa. t j le authority of Berofus, that it was laid in afties 

by the Babylonians ; and that Cyrus, when he had 
reduced Afia, began to rebuild it. That hiftorian 
thus writes in his third book; 




Sod H w ** eri frabuchodoriofor was juft entered upon 
IfBcrofuj. the third wall, in the forty-thirdyear of his reign, 
u he fellfick and died; Evil-Meradoch* his fon, 
" fucceeded him; but having rendered himfelf odi- 
Cc oxLs to the higheft degree, by his exorbitant 6p- 
<c predion*, he was cut off by the treacherous prac- 
u tice of Nirigliflbror, his fitter's hufband, in the 
Cc fecond year of his reign. After his death, the 
<c traitor advanced himfelf to the crown, and kept 
iC it four years. His fon Laborofardochus came 
Cq very young to the government, and continued 
Cc in it only nine months, being deftroyed by the 
ti treachery even of his very friends, who looked 
<c upon him a« a youth of vicious and dangerous 
cc inclinations, and therefore removed him. He was 

tt no fooner difpatched than the confpirators met, 
4c and consulting together, chofe one Nabonidus 
u for iheif king, being both a Babylonian, and of 
lc the fame family. The walls about the river of 
Cc Babylon were finifhed by this prince- 

iC In the feventeenth year of this king's reign 
u Gyrus, with a mighty army out of Perfia, over- 
<c ran all Afia, and marched direiftly for Babylon. 
<c Nabonidus fairly met him in the field, fought 
" him, and loft the battle : only himfelf, and fome 

tc few of his people, got into the town of Borfippe. 
<c Cyrus was now before Babylon, making no 
<c doubt but, upon forcing the firft wall, he might 
" carry the place. But, upon fecond thoughts, he 
" quitted the fiege, and went back to Borfippe, 
" with a defign to attack the place. Nabonidus 
u chofe rather to caft himfelf upon Cyrus's mercy, 
** than to ftand thefhock ; fo that, upon his humi- 
ct liation, Cyrus banifhed him out of Babylon, and 
cc gave him quiet poflTeflion of Caramania, where 
cc he ended his life in a private ftation." 



!tkh , The ^ e accounts of Berofus exadtly correfpond 
Jhif. with our facred books, in which it is related that 
Nabuchodonofor,in the eighteenth yearofhisreign, 

deftroyed our temple, and that it lay defolate for 
fifty years. But that, inthe fecond year of the reign 
of Cyrus, its foundation was laid ; and it was finifh- 
ed again in the fecond year of Darius. I fliall now 
add the recox-ds of the Phoenicians, as too many 
No. 40. 



many of thofe very Greeks who were acquainte 
with our nation, and fetting before them fuch asr, 
upon occafion, ha?e made mentiort of us in their 
own writings; 

Pythagoras, of Samoa, lived in very ancient °**>' lha 
times, and was efteeined fuperior to all philofo- g ° 
pliers in piety and wifdom. It is evidehtthat this 
great ftian was not only veffed in otir laws, but, in 
many inftances, an admirer and obferver ofahem. 
This is hot inferred from any thing that he ever 
Wrote, but from what others knew arid reported 
concerning him. Hcrriiippti^ an hiftorian of cre- 
dit, in his firft book concerrtingPythagoras,informsJ 
us, 4C that, upon thede^th of Calliphon,of Croton, 
"one dfhia aflbciatesj the philofopher affirmed, 
" that the foul of this niati converfed With him night 
u and day, and enjoined him not to pafs over a 
" place where his afs had ftumbled, to drink only 
€t of clear foiihtain water, and to fpeak ill of nof 
ct man. This he did in imitation of the Jews and 
" Thracians, with an application to himfelf." And 
it was truly faid ; for Pythagoras incorporated di- 
vers cuftoms of the Jews into his own philofophy . 

Nor was our nation imkriowri of old to feveral <W Thco± 
of the Grecian cities, or, indeed, thought unwor- p ralus " 
thy of imitation by fome of them, as appears from 
Theophraftus, in his book of laws, where he fpeaks 
of the Tyrian Iaw againfl: fwearing by any ftrange 
god, naming the Corban,- amongrt other oaths, 
prohibited, that is to fay, in Hebrew, the gift of 
God ; and this oath was only to be found amongft 
the Jews. 

Herodotus, of Ualicarnaiflus, was ho ftranger to J a f lu H J ro- 
our nation ; for he makes fouie mention of us in his 
fecond book, where, fpeaking of the people of Gol- 
chos, he his thefe words : u With refpedt to cir- 
tc cumcifion, I find only the Colchians, the Egyp- 
u tians^ and the Ethiopians, to have ufed it of old. 
<c But the Phoenicians and the Syrians in Paleftine, 
cc confels that they derived it frorh the Egyptians. 
" The Syrians that border upon the rivers 'ther- 
" modon and Parthehiudj ahtltiieir neighbours the 
u Macrohidhs, are reputed to have taken it up of 
" late from the Colchians. There are no others 
" that are circumcifed, and they proceed after the 
<c manner of the Egyptians. As for the Egyptians 
" and Ethiopians, 1 cannot determine which of 
" them received it from the other/' This author 
is politive that the Syrians of Paleftine are circum- 
cifed, whereas there are no people circumcifed in 
Paleftine but the Jews; it muft therefore be his 
knowledge of them that induced him to fpeak con- 
cerning them* 

Chierilus alfo, a more ahcient writer and poet, £[ Cfc * fi - 
makes mention of our nation, and informs us, that u$ ' 

a K 
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3t tame to thtf nfliflnnrc of -king Xerxes, in his cx* 
pcditinn Mgaiiilt the Greeks; for, in his eniiiiicra- 
t ion of other nations, lie laft ofallinferts ours, when 

he lays, 

44 Thefe people, with nn admirable grace, 
44 Brought up the rear: thcirlanguageTyrian was j 
44 Tlicmfclves unknown; the mountains theirabode 
44 By Solymus, that near a vaft lake flood, 
il Their hair cut round ; and their heads cover'd 

o'er 

44 With head-pieces of tann'd horfc-hides they 

wore." 

From hence, I think, it is evident, that, fpeaking 
of the mountains of Solyma, or Jerufalem, and of 
a large lake at hand there, it can be underftood of 
no other than of the Jews that dwell amongft thofe 
mountains ; and of the lake Afphaltitis, which is 
by much the largeft in all Syria, 

Nor wetc the Jews barely known to the common 
fort of the Greeks, but likewife to their philofo- 
phers of the firft rank, by whom they were honour- 
ed with lingular marks of friendfhip and efteem. 
Clcarchus, who was the difciple of Ariftotle, and 

!m Arfr * n f er * or to none of the Peripatetics, in his firft book 
'on the fubjedl of fleep, fa)'s, from Ariftotle, his 
matter, 44 It would be tedious to run through the 
4,4 whole hiftory of the people of the Jews, and 
44 therefore I fhall only give you a fpecimen of a 
44 particular perfon's admirable wiftlom." Hype- 
rochides made anfwer, that it would be the greateft 
favour he could do them. Ariftotle then proceeded 
thus ; 44 This was a Jew of the Lower Syria, of the 
44 race of a fort of philofophers whom the Indians 
44 call Caiani, and the Syrians Jews, from the coun- 
44 try of Judaea, which they inhabit. Their capital 
44 city has a hard name, and they call it Jerufalem. 
* 4 He was a perfon of great hofpitality to ftrangers, 
< 4 and no lefs confiderable forhis learning and mo- 
rals. It was my fortune to be in Afia with fome 
44 difciples, and this man paid us feveral vifits 
there, to the great fatisfa&ion and improvement 
44 of thofe who admired his convcrfation." 
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This is the character, according to Clearchus, 
that Ariftotle gave the Jews, to which he added his 
extraordinary temperance and moderation in the 
government of his paflions. 

Hecatasus, the Abderite, a man learned and ac- 
tive, who was trained up with Alexanderthe Great, 
and lived afterwards with Ptolemy, the fon ofLa- 
gus, and king of Egypt, wrote an entire trat5t upon 
the fubjecT: of the Jews, from which I fiiall extract 
fome pafTages that tend to elucidate the matter un- 
der prefent conlidcration. He relates an account 
of a battle fought betwixt Ptolemy and Demetrius, 
near Gaza, eleven years after the death of Alexan- 
der, and in the hundred and feventeenth olympiad, 
according to Caftor in his hiftory. 44 It was in this 
44 olympiad (he writes) that Ptolemy, the fon of 
44 Lagus, defeated Demetrius, the fon of Antigo- 
44 nus, otherwife called Poliorcetes, in a battle, 
44 not far from Gaza." Now it is agreed, on all 
hands, that Alexander died in the hundred and four- 
teenth olympiad ; and it is therefore evident that 
the Jews were a flourifhing people in the days of 
that great prince. Hecata^us fays further, that af- 
ter the battle of Gaza, Ptolemy made himfelf maf- 
ter of Syria, and the country round, and that the 
people were lb charmed with his humanity and mo- 
deration, that many followed him into Egypt, and 
were willing to a Hi ft him in his concerns. Among 
the reft, was one Hezekiah, an high-prieft of the 
Jews> and a perfon of the firft rank. He was a 
man fixty years of age, poflefTed of the powers of 
eloquence, and great knowledge of the world. The 
fame author fays likewife, that the number of 
priefts who received tenths lived in common, and 
amounted to about fifteen hundred. Speaking af- 
terwards of Hezekiah, he thus proceeds. 

44 We have had feveral conferences with this great 
44 man, and others about him, concerning our dif- 
44 ferentcuftoms, practices, and opinions, info much 
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u that be carried nr. to his habitation, md h\([h\ccad 
44 us in the polity ofhUcountry, which hchaddowri 
44 in writing." 

Hccat&us proceeds to fhew the xenl and venera- 
tion we have for our laws, and that we are ready 
to fubmit to the molt excruciating torment, rathe* 
than be guilty of the lcaft violation of them. He 
then expatiates on the fubjc&of our patience under 
calumny and reproach in the following manner. 

44 What indignities have thefe people endured 
from their neighbours ? How have they been per- 
44 fecuted by the Perfian kings and their officers, 
44 and yet Hood firm to the laft extremity again ft 
44 all trials ? For inftancc ; the temple of Bel us was 
44 fallen down at Babylon, and Alexander, being at 
44 that time in the place, had an intention to repair 
44 it, and accordingly ordered all the foldiers to 
44 afliftin carrying timber and materials towards the 
44 advancing of the work. The Jews were die only 
44 people that refufed, and were feverely puniflied 
44 for their difobedience : but when the king faw 
44 nothing would work upon them, out of generous 
44 tendernefs for fuch conftancy, he ordered them 
44 to be difcharged. Upon their return into their 
44 own country, they demolished all the temples and 
44 altars that they found eredled to ftrange £ods; 
44 for which fome of them were fined and punilhed, 

44 and others pardoned." 

The hiftorian enlarges then upon our wonderful 
fteadinefs and refolutions, the vaft multitudes of our 
people, the prodigious numbers that were carried 
away captive, by the Perfians, into Babylon, and 
others again, after the death of Alexander, trans- 
ported into Egypt and Phoenicia, upon occafzon of 
a fedition in Syria. He fpeaks likewife of the ex- 
tent, the beauty, and the fruitfulncfs of our coun- 
try, (thatis to fay, of Judwa,) which he computes 
at near three millions of acres, and affirms it to be 
a moft excellent foil. Of the city of Jerufalem, 
its fpacioufnefs, the people, and the temple, he 
Ipeaks to this effeiEt. 

44 The Jews have in their pofleffion a great many 
44 towns, villages, and ftrong holds ; but one city 
44 eminent above all the reft for largencfs and 
44 ftrength It is accounted fifty furlongs in com- 
44 pafis, to contain an hundred and fifty thoufand 
44 inhabitants; and the name of it is Jerufalem. In 
" the middle of this city ftands an enclofurc of 
44 ftone, an hundred cubits about, and two mighty 
44 gates to it. Within this enclofure is a quadran- 
4 ' gular altar, made of un wrought ftones, that never 
44 tool touched ; the fuperficies of it twenty cubits 
44 over, and the deptli ten. Near about it there 
41 ftands a fpacious building, with a golden altar, 
44 and candleflick.in it, of two talents weight, and 
44 lamps burning continually night and day. But 
44 for images, plants, groves, &c. as in other tem- 
44 pics, here they were wholly wanting. But there 
44 are priefts that pafs their time there day and night 
44 in great purity ; and they drink no wine." The 
fame author again thus relates a ftory of a Jew, 
upon an expedition, that ferved under one of Alex- 
ander's fucceiTors. 

■ 

44 As I was travelling towards the Red fea, there 
cc was one Mofollam in the company, a Jew, and 
4C oncofourhorfe-guards, that was looked upon to 

44 be very brave, and a famous markfman with bow 
44 and arrow. As they were advancing on their 
44 way, a foothfaycr, that took upon him toforetel 
<c thefortune of their voyage, bade them all ftaud, 
4C and they did fo. This Jew afked them what they 
44 ftood for ? The cunning man, (hewing them a 
44 bird, replied, If that bird ftands, yon are to 
44 ftand ; if it riles, and flies on, you arc to go for- 
44 ward too : but if thebird takes its flight the con- 
u trary way, you muft all go back again. The Jew, 
44 without any more words, let fly an arrow, and 
44 killed thebird. The diviner, and his companions, 
44 fell prefently upon the Jew, in moft outrageous 
44 terms. Why certainly (fays Mofollam,) you arc 
4c all mad, to be thus concerned about a foolifli 
" bird. How (hall that poor wretch pretend to tell 
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« us our fortune, that knew nothing of its own ? 
4i If tills bird could have f ore fc en good or evil to 
« come, it would have kept itfelf out of the way of 
u this arrow/' Thus much of Hccatajus. 

■ 

I fliall add one word out of Agatharchides ; not 
as any friend of ours j though I take him, in chaHty, 
to be no enemy. " He relates a ftory, how Stra- 
< £ toniescaft off her hiifband Demetrius, and parted 
u out of Macedonia into Syria, with a defign to 
tl marry the king Seleucus. But Seleucusnot an 
fC fwering her expectation, ftieftirred.upacommo- 
<* tion in Antioch, while he was with his army in 
" Babylon. At his return he took Antioch ; and 
" Stratonice making for Seleucia, (he was taken, 
" and it coft her her life." Her only courfe had 
been to have taken her paflage by fea j but (he was 
diverted from it by a dream. Agatharchides, re- 
flecting upon Stratonice's fuperftition, takes occa- 
lion to treat more at large upon the topicsj and fo 
enters upon an inventive againfl: the Jews; 

" The people (fays he) they call Jews, are po£- 
4t fefTed of ^ city by the name of Jerufalem, a place 
u ~c ,pregnable ftrength. They have a cuftom 



to which I hold myfelf bound in duty to attend; 
This is to demonrtrate the calumnies and reproaches 
laid upon our nation, and turn the aflcverations of 
the authors againfl: themfelves. To all men, who 
are converfant in hiftory, the prejudice and parti- 
ality of writers m u ft have been obvious; Some ex- 
ercife their malignity and prejudice upori whole na- 
tions ; fome caft the fliaft of dctra&ion at one ob- 
jeCfc, fbmcdt another. Thus Theopompus inveighed 
againfl: the Athenians, Polycrates againfl: the Lace- 
daemonians, and Tripoli ticus (not Theopompus, as 
fome imagine (againfl: the Thcbanes. Some of the 
writers are actuated by malevolence and envy^ 
fome from the hope of acquiring fame and others by 

rcprefenting things extravagant andextraordinary. 
But whatever effeCt fuch illiberal efforts may have 
with the weak and fuperficial, men of fober judg- 
ment willtreat themwith the contempt theydeferve. 

The Egyptians being our pro'fefled enemies, the 
mod: effectual means of gratifying them was td ^ecaium- 
pervert truth,andnrifreprefent the ftory of our fore- niM . r, ]|¥ 
fathers coming into Egypt, and their departure jfwT. 
thence; Indeed, they enviedand hated its for many 
caufes. Firft, for becoming powerful and confider- 



" there of retting the feventh day, without either ab,c / . wM,c we were amongft them, and afterwards 
« bearing of arms, tilling the ground, or attending Pf£ f P erous ^hen we returned to our country. The 
« M „ u«fi««re „,i^T~-« r_ II diiterence of our religion from theirs was another 

Caufe of enmity ; a difference wide beyond concep- 
tion; for they paid adoration to brute animals. This 
practice they imbibed from earlieft infancy ; and 
that propofleffion that blinded their minds, and 
rendered them incapable of fublimer ideas, excited" 
their averfion to thofe profely tes who came over to 
us j and fome of them have proceeded to that de- 
gree of folly and meannefs in their cbnduCt, as not 
to fcruple to contradict their own antient records; 
This aflertion I fhall prove by quoting the words 
of one of their principal writers, who I have already 
cited in confirmation of our antiquity. 
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" any common bulinefs whatfoever ; but they em- 
u P^°y wholly in their temples, and upon their 
" devotions, from the morning to the evening; 

u Ptolemoeus, the fon of Lagus, took advantage 
" of this cuftom, and entered the city with an army 
u upon that day. What was the confequence ? 
w When the Jews fliould have been defending their 
" lives and liberties, their attention was altogether 
<Q taken up with the fuperftitious foolery of not 
44 violating *hcir fabbath ; and fo they delivered 
" themfelves up to an infupportable tyranny ; 
u which taught them, by experience, theunwarran- 
" table foundation of fo pernicious a law. From 
" hence it is, that men fly to dreams and opinions, 
" never confidering that things" neceflary are not 
iQ to be controuled by human reafon." Thus 
Agatharchides refleCts upon our conduct: biit who- 
foever pafles a fober judgment upon the whole 
matter, will find the proceedings grounded upon 
the moft glorious foundation of honour and virtue ; 
for what can be more heroical than to give up life 
and country to the duty we owe to God's holy laws 
and religion ? 

That fome writers have omitted to mention our 
tntm nation, not becaufe they knew nothing of us, but 
ea !kaof becaufe they envied us, or from fome other unjufti- 
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liejew. fiable caufe, I think I can demonftrate from parti- 
cular inftances. Jerome, who wrote the hiftory of 
Alexander's fucceffors, lived at the fame time with 
Hecataeus, who was a friend of king Antigonus, 
and had the government of Syria. Now Heca- 
treus wrote a compleat volume of our affairs, 
while Jerome never mentions us in his hiftory j 
though, from the vicinity of the place of his nati- 
vity, he might be faid to have been bred up amongft 
us. But men aft according to their different incli- 
nations. The one thought our actions worthy of 
being tranfmitted to pofterity, while the other was 
Mindly difpofed to fupprefs the truth. 
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Butfurely we have fufficient evidence to demon- 
ftrate our claim to antiquity, as the Egyptians, 
Chaldeans, Phoenicians, together with many of the 
Greek writers; for, befides thofe already mentioned, 
there are Theophilus, Theodotus, Mnafeas, Arif- 
tophanes, Hermogenes, Euemerus, Canon, Zopi- 
rion, and many others, who have made particular 
mention of us. The greater part of thefe writers 
muft undoubtedly be in the dark, for want of the 
holy fcriptures for their guide ; yet they all afford 
their teftimony to our antiquity, which is fufficient 
for my prefent purpofe. The errors of Demetrius 
Phalerus, the elder PhiJon, and Eupolemus, may 
he pafled over with candour, as they had not the 

liieans of better information. 

Tliereremainsbehind one material circumftancc, 

No. 40, 



Mahethon, having undertaken his Egyptian hf£"iSS? 
tory, folemnly promifed to found it upon fome fa- ' hon ' s . 
cred writings, aftd premifes, " that our anfceftors huvoryT^ 
u carried an army into Egypt, and fubdued the £j£ a r^ s 
u country, but that, being expelled foon after, e w,# 
ct they fettled themfelves in a province that is now 
u called Judaea, built a city by the name of Jerufa- 
cc lem, and eredled a temple." Thus far he followed 
the antient records. But he afterwards becomes 
excehtric, admits vulgar rumours arid traditions; 
and introduces incredible ftories, reprefenting us 
as intermixed with a rabble of Egyptian lepers, and 
thus driven out of the country. He brings upon 
the tapis an ideal king, under the fi<5litious name of 
Amenophis ; but, confeious of the impofture, does 
not calculate the years of his reigri, which he has 
accurately done in other cafes. He then afcribes 
even fabulous ftories to this king, as having, in a 
manner, forgotten what he had already related, 
that is, that it was now five hundred and eighteen 
years fince the fhepherdswent out of Egypt towards 
Jerufalem ; for it was in the reign of Themofis that 
they departed* Now, from his days, the reign of 
the intermediate kings* according to Manethon*, 
amounted to three hundred and ninety-three years, 
till the tiirie the two brothers, Sethon and Her- 
meus, of whom Sethon was otherwife called 
Egyptus, and Hermeus Danaus. He alfo fays, that 
Sethon caft the other out of Egypt, and reigned 
fifty-nine years; as did his eldeft fon Rhampfes, 
fixty-iix years* 

■ 

Having acknowledged that our forefathers were! 
gone out of Egypt fo many years ago, he introduces 
his fictitious king Amenophis : as a prince of divine 
fpeculations, like Orus, and fays, that he was de- 
firous to become a fpedtator of the gods. He alfo 
communicated his defire to one of the fame name 
with his own, who was the fon of Pnpius, and a 
kind of prieft, Manethon adds, that this faid prieft, 
Amenophis, told him, that his defire of feeing the 
godsfliould be granted, upon condition of his clear- 
ing the kingdom of all lepers, and other unclean 
perfons ; and that the king, pleafed with this in- 
junction, gathered together, out of Egypt, all that 
had any bQdily dgfc&f, to the number of fourfcore 
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flhoufaml, whom he font to v/ork in the quarries to it " and rifling of towns and village*, waft nothing to 
the caftwanl of the Nile, with a mixture of other " " " 



Egyptians, to whom that f'ervicc was allotted* He 
fViys further, that there were Ionic of the learned 
pricfta polluted with thclcprofy. 

In profecution of his purpofc, he gfocs on to ob- 
serve, that the wife and heavenly prieft Amenophis, 
in a horror of confeience for what he had done, and 
in dread of a judicial vengeance from heaven upon 
Jiimfelf for giving that counfel, and upon the king 
for taking it, durlt not mention it to him, but left 



a writing behind him, and then put an end to his ch 



45 them without facrilcgc,and breaking the images 
44 of thcir/jods topicccs ; moft barbaroufly tearing 
44 the conlecratcd creatures, that the Egyptian* 
if adored, limb from limb; forcing the priefts and 
4< prophets to be the executioners of them them- 
44 fclvcs, and then turning them off naked/' 




own exiftence. The author then goes on in thefe 
very words. 

Ci The king, being plied with petitions on thebe- 
44 half of thefe miferable people, and particularly 
44 for fome place of retreat, where they might live 
fafe and eafy, they pitched upon Avaris,formerly 
44 known by the name of Typhon, and the feat of 
44 the fhepherds. The prince granted them this 
4C boon ; and they were no fooner fettled in it, than, 
4 4 finding it a commodious poft for a rebellion, they 
44 lifted themfelvcs under Ofarfiph, a prieft of He- 
44 liopolis, and took an oath of fidelity to him, to 
* c obey whatever he fhould command them, upon 
4< thefe preliminaries, that they fhould neither wor- 
44 fhip any of the Egyptian gods, nor abftain from 
44 any of the meats that they account holy, nor in- 
44 termarry but with people of their own opinion. 
4C When they had gone thus far, in oppohtion to 
44 the Egyptians intereft and cuftoms, the com- 
44 manderprefently ordered the fortifying and wal- 
44 ling in of the city, and the levying war againft 
44 Amenophis, who taking other priefts along with 
44 him, fent an embafly to the fliepherds at Jerufa- 
44 lem, whom king Themofis had forced away out 
44 of Egypt, with inftructions to the deputies to 
44 confult upon the common caufe, and invite them 
44 into a league againft Egypt, with a promife to 
44 join in the confederacy, and receive them into 
44 Avaris, the feat of their anceftors, where they 
44 were fure they could want nothing; but they 
" might fight when they found it convenient, and, 
44 with the utmofteafe,make themfelvesmafters of 
4t the province. They were tranfported with joy at 
44 this propofal, and immediately drew out to the 
44 number of two hundred thouland men, and fo 
44 marched away to Avaris. 

cC Amenophis, upon the news of this invafion, 
44 was in great confuiion of mind, as to the prophe- 



anging his religion, changed his name too, and 
lied himfclf Mofcs. This is an Egyptian ftory of 



called 
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He might have been informed what 



44 tical paper the prieft left behind him; immedi- 
44 ately called a great council of his princes and peo- 
44 pie together, and fent away all the bealts that 
44 pa(Ted for facred among the Egyptians, with a 
<c ltrift order to the priefts to keep all their idols as 
4C clofc as poffible. He committed his fon Sethon, 
4C otherwise called Romaflcs, after hisfathcr'sname, 
4C Ilhampfes, a child of five years of age, to the 
" care of a particular friead ; and fo marched away 
<c himfclf, at the head of three hundred thou fan d 
4C fighting men, to encounter the enemy. But, upon 
<4 fecond thought, and a check of confeience, he 
4C turned fliort without fighting, and went his way 
44 to Memphis, where he and his people took fhip- 
u ping, and, with Apis, and the reft of their gods, 
4c fled into Ethiopia. The king of the country 
u gave him and his people fo generous a reception, 
cc that they wanted for nothing the place afforded ; 
44 neither provifions or habitations, for their en- 
4C tertainment and convenience, to ferve them the 
44 whole courfe of that fatal thirteen years banifh- 

4C ment. Thus it fared with the Egyptians in Ethi- 1} his country, but, as Mancthon related gave them 



Manethon fays yet again, that cc Amenophis and 
44 his fon Rhampfes marched afterwards out of Ethi- 
* 4 opia with two great armies, encountered the fliep- 
4 * herds and the lepers, routed and chafed them 
44 with great flaughtcr to the borders of Syria." 
This is the account wchavcfroniMancthon, which 
is moft ridiculoufly trivial, as will evidently appear. 

Now this fabulift takes it for granted, in the firft o ^^» 
place, that our forefathers were not originally oftfMS? 
Eg^pt, Irutcame thither from another country, and 
having fubdued it, went again out of it. But that fCt 
thefe Egyptians, who were thus difeafed, did not 
afterwards intermix with us, and that Mofes, who 
brought us out of the land of Egypt, was not one 
of that number, I fhall endeavour to demonftrate 
from Mane thon's own account, and prove that it is 
Aot only a fiction, but that the foundation of it U 
as ridiculous as falfe. 

Manethon fiippofes that c4 King Amenophis de- 
fired t6 fee the gods." I uik what gods? If he 
meant the gods their laws ordained to be worfhipped, 
as the ox, the goat, the crocodile, and the baboon, 
he had already feen them. But if he meant celef- 
tial gods, they are altogether in viiiblc* What could 
excite this delire ? Another king-, it feems, had feen 
them before. _ 

they were, and after what manner they had been 
fcen, without any new artifice for obtaining his de- 
fire. Howev«r,thcprophet,it isfaid-by whofe means 
the king thought to compals bis dc/ign, was a good 
and wife man. If fo, he muft have known *hat the 
king's defire was unattainable* But he failed of his 
end- To come moreclofely to the point, what pre- 
tence could there be to fuppofe that tin* gods would 
not be feen by reafon of any defect in the human 
body ? The gods are not offended at the defeats of 
the body, but at thofe of the mind. How can it be 
conceived that fo many thou land difeafed perfons 
fhould be gathered together in one day ? Why did 
not the king follow the direction of the prophet, 
and rather expel them out of Egypt, than condemn 
them to the quarries, as if he rather wanted labour- 
ers than to purge his country ? Tie fays further, 
that the prophet flew himfelf in dread of a Divine 
vengeance, and left this prediction for the king in 
writing. Hov; came the prophet not to forefee his 
own deftruction as well as that of the reft ? Why 
did he not difluadc the king from the indulgence 
of fo fantaftical a defire? Why that dread upon 
him of judgments that were not to happen durin 
his life ? Or was the mifery he apprehended worfe 
than death itfelf? but the moft ridiculous part of 
the ftory remains for comment. 

The king, -although lie had been informed of 
thefe things, and was terrified at the apprehenfion 
of them, did not eject thefe difeafed people out of 



4c opia ; befide that they had a guard allowed them II thatcity to inhabit, whichhadbclongedlotheirfore- 



" upon the frontier, for the fafety of their king's 

44 perfon. 

cc But.in the mean time, the Jerufalcm auxiliaries 
4C made infinitely more ravage in Egypt,than they 
4C that called them in : for there was nothing thev 
<; ftuck at that was either inhuman or wicked; 
44 and the very fpeitacle of their impiety was a ca- 
44 lamity not to be expreffed. The razing, burning. 



fathers, and was called Avari:;« where they made 
choice of the high-prieft of Heliopolis for their go- 
vernor. This prieft firft ordained that they fhould 
neither worihip the gods,nor abftain from thofe ani- 
mals that were adored by the Kgyprians.hut kill and 
cat them ; that they fhould aflbciatc with none but 
their confederates ; and he bound the multitude by 
oath to the obfervance of thefe laws. In fiu.e, they 
fortified Avaris, and took up arms againft the king* 
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frnding to \cnifii\crn for afTiflnncc, with apromifc j lie followed them over the Hmdy defert ? and pinTifcct 

* ' ' * f 1 " --- the (laughter as far ns Syria* A very probable ftip- 

pofition ! to pnrfue an enemy over a defert hardly 
pallablc, and that without any interruption, 
evident, even from Manothon'sown account, that 
\vc neither derived onr origin from the Egyptians, 
or ever intermixed with them. As to the difeafed 
part of them, it is not doubted hut that many died 



of putting Avaris into their hands; not doubting 
but from thence, upon a conjunction, they might 
calily obtain poli'cfhon of all Egypt* 

He further fays, that they advanced with two 
hundred thoufaud men ; but that Amenophis, king 
of Egypt, becaufe he would not tight again ft the 
gods, took his Wight into Ethiopia, and took Apis, 
and other facred animals, along with him. That 
the Jews, afterwards breakinginto Egypt, laid their 
towns watte, ftred the temples, put their nobility to 
thefword, and committed outrages without mercy 
or diflincYion. That the prieft who fettled their 
polity was a native of Heliopolis, by name Ofarfiph, 
fo called from their god Oflris; but that he after- 
wards a f fumed the name of Mofes. That Ameno- 



phis fell into Egypt, out of Ethiopia, with a mighty 
armament, in the thirteenth year after his expuliion, 
and joining battle with the mephcrds, and the pol- 
luted people, overcame them, flew many of them, 
and purfued the reft as for as the bounds of Syria. 

Manethon did not here reflect that his ftorics are 
.totally unconnected and improbable ; for though 
the difeafed people, and the multitude that were 
with them, might deem it, at firft a hard meafure, 
to be treated with fuch rigour by the king at the in- 
ftanccof the prophet, yet, when they were freed 
from the flavcry of the mines, and allowed a com- 
modious habitation, they muft certainly have enter- 
tained a more candid opinion of him. Or, admit- 
ting their averfion to have been implacable, they 
would rather have contrived fome fecret praftice 
upon his perfon, than involve not only their coun- 
trymen, butneareft relations, in the calamities of 
a war. Their conteft was with men, not with the 
gods 5 neither would they act contrary to the laws 
in which they had been trained up. We owe our 
acknowledgments to Manethon, for declaring that 
the ring-leaders of this outrage were none of thofe 
that came cut of Jerufalem, but the very Egyp- 
tians themfelves, and efpecially their pried who 
had bound them by oath to thofe practices. How 
abfurd it is to fuppofe, that, when they found none 
of the relations or friends of the difeafed could be 

prevailed upon to revolt, nor bear any part in a 
war, they fliould fend to Jerufalem for fbecour ! 
Could it be on the fcore of friendfhip or intereft 
betwixt them? Certainly not; for on the contrary, 
they were profeffed enemies, from a total repug- 
nance in manners and cuftoms. 

Manethon affirms, that they immediately com- 
plied, upon the promife of being put in polfeflion 
of Egypt ; as if they could be ignorant of the con- 
dition of that country out of which they had been 
driven by force. Had they been in a neceditous 
ftate, they might have undertaken fo hazardous an 
enterprize ; but to fuppofe that people, living at 
eafe, and in a much more fruitful and agreeable 
country than Egypt, fhould incur fuch danger for 
the fake of enemies, and thofe fo naufeoufly dif- 
tempered, argues a degree of folly bordering on 
phrenzy . They could not forcfee the flight of the 
king at the head of three thoufand men; for that 
was the number, according to the fabulift, he 
brought to Pelufium to encounter therevolters. 

Tie charges alfo upon the army from Jerufalem, 
the fcizure of the Egyptians corn and provifions, 
the embezzlement of their (lores, and the commif- 
fum of the mo ft horrid acts. What lefs could be 
expected from an open and declared enemy, efpe- 
cially when the Egyptians had done the fame things 
before, and bound themfelves by oath to continue 
the fame practices ? 



It what light (hall we view the (lory of the rout 
\menophis gave his enemies, together with the 
lluughicr and purfuit of them to the borders of Sy- 
ria : DocsEgypt lie fo open on all hands ? and would 
not thofe who had the conduct of the war, when 
they were informed he wasuponthemarch, have fe- 
cured the avenues out of Ethiopia, and drawn an 
army together to oppofc him ? But^faysthe fabulift, 
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in the quarries, more in the war, and great num- 
bers in this laft action and flight. Btit \ve now pro- 
ceed to examine into the validity of what Manethon 
advances concerning Mod-*. 

The Egyptians univerfally acknowledged Mofes f/ . . • 

*~ u . Jl #- /• J 1 • /» * , . Vindication 

to nave oeen a man or lingular wildom and inte- of Mofes 
grity ; and for that reafon, it feems, they were deli- ^"ftons 
rous of having it thought that he was of their conn- ot Mane- 
try, and therefore reprefented him as one of the thotu 
priefts of Heliopolis, who was ejected, amongftthc 
reft, as an infected perfon. Jt has been demon- 
llrated, from their chronological records, that Mo- 
fes lived five hundred and eighteen years earlier,and 
conducted our forefathers out of Egypt into the 
country which we now inhabit. . That he wasfub- 
ject to no bodily diflempcr is evident from his own 
words ; for lie pofitively prohibited any lepers from 
being admitted into any towns or villages, enjoined 
them to live apart, and declared, that whofoever 
touched them, or lived under the fame roof with 
them, fhould be reputed unclean. He farther or- 
dained, that whofoever fhould be cured of that 
difeafe, and reftofed to a former ftate, fhould pafs 
certain purifications, wafh with fountain water, 
(have off the hair, and offer particular facrifices,. 
previous to their reception into, the holy city. . If 
Mofes had been affected with this diftemper him- 
felf, he would never have •beefi fo rigidly fevere 
upon others. 

Nor we. c thefc laws ordained for perfons afflicted 
with the leprofy only, but they difqualified any man 
for the facsrdotal office, who had maim, or corpo- 
real defect. Nay, if any pricft, already initiated, 
fhould have fuch a calamity in future, he was de- 
prived of his function. Can it then be fuppofed, 
that if Mofes had been a leper, he would have or- 
dained laws to his own reproach I 

Nor is there any probability of his changing his 
name from Ofarfiph to that of Mofes, as there ap- 
pears not the leaft affinity between the one and the 
other. Moy, in the Egyptian language, is water; 
andMoyfcs fignifies a perAwi who is prefcrved out 
of the water. Upon the whole, it is pre fumed, I 
have rendered it evident, that, while Manethon 
followed the ancient records, lie was not far wide 
of the truth ; hut where he is guided by fiction and 
fable, there is no longer any connection or truth 
in his hiftory. 

I fhall now enquire into the merits of Cheremon, on^herc- 
another Egyptian hiftorian, who fuppofesthe fame ™°"' E *"°3 
names and perfons of Amenophis, and his fon Ra- riaa.hato- 
meffes, with Manethon. He relates that the god- run# 
defs Ills appeared to Amenophis in his fleep, and re- 
prehended him fevcrcly for faffering her temple to 
be demolifhed in the war. But that Phritiphantes, 
a (acred (bribe, fuggefted to the king*, that if he 
would clear Egypt of all perfons labouring under 
foul and malignant diftempers, he fhould never 
more be troubled with thofe frightful apparitions. 
That Amenophis accordingly chofe oat two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand of thofe that were thus dif- 
eafed, and cafi them out of the country, under the 
command of Mofes arid Jofeph, two of the number, 
and holy men. That their names were originally 
Egyptian ; Mofes being called Tifitles, and Jofeph, 
Petefeph. That they found at Pelulxum three hun- 
dred and eight}' thoufand, that Amenophis had left 
therc,refuling them apaflageintoEgypt. That they 
ftrucka league, and joined in an expedition againlt 
the Egyptians ; but that Amenophis, not being able 
to fuftain their attacks, fled into Ethiopia, leaving 
his wife pregnant behind him. That fhe lay con- 
cealed in a cavern, and there brought forth a male 
child, whom file called Mefienes, who, when he 
was grown to man's cilate, drove about two hun- 
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i]m) thmjAind of the Jews into .Syria, and brought 
back Uh father Amenophis out of Ethiopia. Thus 
li for the account of Cheremon, 



To invalidate t lie credit of thefe writers, it will 



Truth and 



error can never he reconciled, nor can truth be di- 
vided again ft it/elf. When men have recourfe to 
fable and fiction, what they write may be deemed 
fancy rather than hiflory. Manethon imputes the 
cxjuillion of the lepers* to the defirc of Amenophis 
to lee the gods Cheremon to the vilion of Ifis. The 
former makes the pried Amenophis the advifer of 
the expulfion of the diftempercd people out of the 
king's dominions; the latter affirms, that it was 
Phritiphantes. They agree equally exa<5t with re- 
fpeA to their numbers as their ftories ; the former 
computing them at eighty thoufand men, the lat- 
ter at two hundred and fifty thoufand. Manethon 
again fends the lepers firft to the quarries, and after 
that tranfports them to Avaris, whence they apply 
to the Jews for afliftance, and make that the rile 
of the war. Cheremon, on the contrary, affirms, 
that, being driven out of Egypt, they availed them- 
felves of the three hundred and eighty thoufand 
men that Amenophis had left at Peluiium, invaded 
Egypt, and caufed Amenophis to fly into Ethiopia. 
But, ftrangc to obferve ! he gives us no information 
•who thefe men were, nor whence they came ; whe- 
ther they were Egyptians or foreigners, or why 
Amenophis would not receive them. After forging 
the dream as the fuppofed caufe of the expulfion of 
the lepers, he writes that Mofcs and Jofeph were 
expelled together; whereas the latter was dead 
.four generations before the time of Mofes, which 
fpace makes almoft one hundred and feventy years. 
According to Mandthon, Rameffes, tire fon of Ame- 
nophis, was a young man, aflifted his father in the 
war, left the country with him, and fled into Ethio- 
pia. By Cheremon's account, he was born in a 
cave after the death of his father, in procefs of time 
overcame the Jews in battle, and drove about two 
hundred thoufand of them into Syria. What inco- 
herence ! What inconfiftency ! What the three hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand were, we are as yet to 
learn ; as we are the manner in which the other 
eighty thoufand perifhed, whether they fell in bat- 
tle, or went over to Rameffes, But what is yet more 
extraordinary, we cannot gather from Cheremon 
who they were that he calls Jews, or to which of 
the two parties he applies that denomination, whe- 
ther to the two hundred and fifty thoufand lepers, 
or to the three hundred and eighty thoufand that 
were about Pelufium. It would, however, be lofs 
of time to dwell upon the confutation of thofe wri- 
ters, who evidently confute themfelves. 

To former fables, I fhall add thofe of Lyfima- 
chus, whofe forgeries and inventive faculties far 
exceed thofe before-mentioned, and demonftrate 
his rancourous hatred of our nation. His words are 
thefe 

<c In the reign of Bocchoris, king of Egypt, the 
U Jews were lb leprous, purulent, and over-run 
u with foul diftempers, that they preffed into the 
u temples to beg for charities. There died great 
<c numbers of them of contagious difeafes ; upon 
<c which there followed a famine in Egypt. Boc- 
<c choris, in this diftrefs, fent to cdnfult the oracle 
" of Jupiter Amnion, about the dearth. The an- 
CQ Aver was, that he fhould purify the temples, by 
ci fending away all unclean and impious perfonsout 
" of them into the defert, and drowning thofe that 
were ulcerated and leprous ; for the fun itfelf had 
a horror for fo abominable a fight ; which being 
done,, the earth fhould bring forth fruit again, 
" and nature return to her courfe* Bocchoris, 
< c upon this, calls his priefts and diviners about 
6C him ; and with theiradvice, orders the fickpeople 
cc to be gathered together, and delivered up to the 
ci foldters : the lepers to be wrapped up in lead, 
<c and caft into the fea ; and the others to be car- 
cc ried into the wildernefs, and there expofed to 
c< definition. The night coming on, thefe poor 
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<c people began to think what to do with thctn- 
"(cl 



The 



J they made fires, fi t watches and guards 
" and the next night kept a fad, to reconcile th 
'* (elves to the gods \\ hotn they had offended 
u day following there vv;;s one Mofes that advifed 
ci them to decamp, and march on together till 
fct they met with better accommodation ; with a 
" charge to do no good ollices upon the way, nor 
" fo much as to give any man good counfcl that 
" fhould defire it 5 and likewife to break down all 
** the temples and altars they found in their march. 
" Thefe prcpofals were no fooner approved, and 
66 the refolution taken, than the multitude prefent- 
" ly P ut themfelves upon the march over the wil- 
* c dernefs ; and, after many hardships, cameatlaft 
44 into a country that was both cultivated andpeo- 
u pled. They treated the inhabitants cruelly in the 
44 highefl: degree, burnt and pillaged their temples, 
44 came in the end to a place that they now call 
44 Judasa, and built a city there by the name of 
<4 Hierofyla, (according to the occafion,) being 
44 as much as to fay, The fpoi/cf holy things : but com- 
44 ing afterwards into power and reputation, they 

name, changed 

4C Hierofyla into Hierofolyma, and called them- 
44 felves after their city " 
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44 were afhamed of their own 



It is here obfervable, that this laft fabuljft does 
not difcovcr or mention the fame king with the Rcnifj ^ 
others, but feigns a more modern name, and paf- ap a%i, 
fing over the dream and the Egyptian prophet, L > fiffiacb 
brings him to Jupiter Amnion, to afk counfel con- 
cerning the lepers, and other unclean perfons. He 
fays, that the Jews gathered together in multi- 
tudes about the temples. Now it is uncertain whe- 
ther he afcribes this appellation to the lepers, or to 
thofe that were fubjeift to fuch difeafes among the 
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But why not be ex- 



plicit, and point out whether he means natives or 
ftrangers ? If Egyptians, wherefore call them Jews ? 
If ftrangers, why not inform us whence they came ? 
If,by command of the king, fo many were drowned, 
and the reft caft out to defevts, it is extraordinary 
that there fliould be fo great a multitude remain- 



ing, which fhould pais the wildernefs, pofTcfs the 
country, build a city> and ere£t a temple cele- 
brated throughout the world. 

Again, how comes it to pafs that he mentions 
barely thenameof our legillator, without a word 
concerning his country, his perfon, or his defcent \ 
Or without afligning the reafous for his making 
fuch extravagant laws in hispafliige, to the difho- 
nourboth of gods and men ? Either thefe exiles were 
Egyptians or not : if they were, they would no.t fo 
fuddenly have changed the cuftoms of their coun- 
try. If they were not, they had certainly manners 
of their own, w hich they attained from long ha- 
bit. It is likewife to be conlidered, that, if they 
had bound themfelves by oath never to bear good 
will towards thofe who ejected them, they had a 
plaufible reafon for fo doing: but for men, in 
their wretched plight, to wage an implacable war 
againftall mankind, nothing could argue greater 
folly, or even phrenzy, but the attempt to impofe 
fo monftrous a fiction upon rational and intelligent 
beings. He has the effrontery to nOirm, that a name 



implying 44 robbers of the temple" was given to the 
city, and that this name was afterwards changed. 
But how was it that the very name, which at that 
time, according to his report, was fo great a fcan- 
dal to the city, fhould afterwards be accounted 
the higheft honour to its inhabitants? Itfeemsthat 
this malevolent dealer in fiction imagined, igno- 
rantly imagined, that the word Ilierofolyma im- 
plied the fame thing in Hebrew as it did in Greek. 
But wherefore multiply words to detect in impof- 
ture fo glaringly man if eft, efpccially fincc it is pre- 
f limed, that the very face of the narrative bears a 
ftamp of the fallacy of its author I 1 (hall proceed 
therefore, in the following book, to accomplifli 
my defign. 
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AVING, in the former book, moft excel- 
lent Epaphroditus, demonllratcd the an- 
tiquity of our nation, and confirmed the 
truth of what 1 advanced, from the wri- 
tings of the Phoenicians, Chaldeans, and Egyptians, 
together with thofe of Several Greek authors, in 
my remarks upon Mane thon, Cheremon, and others 
of'our enemies, 1 (hall now direCt my attention to 

the firft 



perfonal opponents, 

the 



and, in the firft place, to 
if he may be deemed 



f f Apion's 
8»inftthc 



Apion, the grammarian, 
worthy of notice. 

His writings contain much the fame accufa- 
tions as thofe with which we have been charged by 
others. They are contemptible dull and fcurrilous. 
Palpable ignorance, and malevolent calumny, per- 
vade the whole ; info much that they befpeak, at 
once, the author's want of judgement, of learning, 
and of candour. 

But, as the frivilous and fupcrficial part of man- 
king far exceed the confiderate and difcerning, and 
the illiberal delight rather in detraction than enco- 
mium of character, I find myfelf under fome kind 
of nece'ffity to detcA aiid expofe the errors of this 
man, who has the arrogance to make himfelf judge 
in the caufe ; and I am particularly induced to-the 
undertaking, from confidering that perfons, in- 
general, are gratified in finding reproach and fcan- 
dal retaliated upon their authors. 

His manner of writing is fo dark and intricate, 
that his meaning frequently cannot eafily be con- 
ceived ; and his ftories abound with contradictions 
andinconfiftencies. At one time he mifreprefents 
the circumftance of the departure of our forefa- 
thers out of Egypt, in the fame manner with thofe 
whom I have already confuted. At another he in- 
veighs againft the Jews of Alexandria ; and then 
breaks forth into nioft outrageous clamours a- 
gainft the rites and ceremonies of our temple and 
orfhip. 

Now, although I cannot but think I have al- 
ready abundantly demonftrated, that our forefa- 
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therswerenot originally fromEgypt, nor thence ex- 
pelled on account of bodily difeafes, or any rimilar 
calamities, yet 1 hold it expedient to animadvert 
particularly to what Apion advances in the third 
book of his Egyptian hiltory, where he thus writes. 
11 I have heard, from fome antient men of Egypt, 
u that Mofes was a native of Heliopolis ; that the 
4C people formerly had their religious meetings in 
" the open air, till Mofes wlio was well frilled in 
" the worfhip of his country, brought their con- 
" gregation out of the fields into private hbufes in 
<c the city, 



enjoining the people to addrcfs their 
tc prayers ftill towards the fun." He adds, " that, 
with refpeCt to the fkuation of the place, there 
were, inftead of obelilks, certain pillars, advanced 
upon the figures of bafons^ with engravings xipou 
them ; and the fhadow falling upon the bafons, 
(for all was open above,) ftill as the fun moved, the 
fliadow moved along with it." 

This was the profcfled opinion of our gramma- 
rian ; to confute which I fhall not cite any authority Rematk 
from myfelf, but only advert to the writings eff ofjoh* 
Mofes. It is manifeft, from his works, tliat, when l^ usu P o: 

the error 

he firft ereCted a tabernacle for the purpofe of di- of Apion 
vine worlhip, he neither gave orders himfelf for 
any fuch reprefentation to be made, nor ordained 
that thofe who came after him Ihould make fuch a 
one. When, in a future age, Solomon built his 
templein Jerufalem, he avoided all fuch fantaflical 
decorations as Apion hath here devifed. 

With refpeCt to the authority he cites of the old " 
men who informed him that Mofes was a native 
of Heliopolis, it fcems lie was too young to krio\V 
it himfelf, and therefore confulted fome of his co- 
tempories, who, he fays, were well acquainted 
with him ; a fuggeftion pregnant with abfurdity. 
This grammarian could not find out the country 
either of Homer or Pythagoras, though the latter 
was in companion bift of yefterday. Why then fo 
pofitive in the cafe of Mofes, who lived fo many 
ages before them, and all this upon the credit of 
his antient men ? 
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Worarc thvfj iiiiloriaiis left cliviclcd as to chrono- 
liirjlr.il determination of the time when Mofcs led 
till* lepers, tliehunc, and the blind, out of Egypt. 
According to Manet lionet war, in t!ic reign of Tcth- 
inoii*, three hundred and ninety-three ycarsbeforc 
Danus fled into Argos. According to Lylinia- 
chus, it way in the reign of king Bocchoris, that is 
onethoufand feveu hundred years ago. Molon, and 
fome others, determined it as they plcafcd. But 
Apion, who claims more authenticity than all the 
reft, determines it to have been prccifcly upon the 
firftyear of the feventh olympiad ; the very year, he 
fays, of the building of Cartilage. He makes men- 
tion of Carthage as a token that would infallibly 
confirm the truth of his computation. But he was 
not aware that, by this means, he furniihed argu 
men ts and evidence againlt himfelf, atleaftifany 
credit may be given, in this cafe, to the Phoenician 
records. For we find in them, that Hiram lived, 
at lead, an hundred and fifty years before the build- 
ing of Carthage, and that he had a particular friend- 
fliip, and, indeed, veneration, for Solomon, the 
founder of the temple at Jerufalem, and contributed 
materials in abundance towards the perfecting of 
that work. But Solomon, in fine, laid the foun- 
dations of the temple fix hundred and twelve years 
after the Jews came out of Egypt. 

As to the number of Jews that were expelled out 
of Egypt, Apion agrees with Lyfimachus,that they 
were au hundred and ten thoufand. But the origin 
he gives of the word Sabbath is frivolous and nu- 
gatory beyond expreffion. He fays, that, 44 when 
the Jews had travelled a iix days journey, they had 
inflammations about the groin, and that, for this 
cnufe, they reded the feventh day. Being fafcly ar- 
rived in the country now called Judaea, they gave 
that day the name of the Sabbath, from the Egyp- 
tian word Sabbarofis, which fignifies the difeaje of 
the groin. 9 ' Could any thing more abfurd or ridi- 



:uid maintain the rights .in:! privileges belonging to 
it* This i» the cafe of tin: Egyptian* with refpeefc 
to us. Either they claim country and kindred with 
m to aggrandize themf'eives, ortoinvcJveusin their 
own infamy. But Apion f'cems to vent his fplene- 
tic pa Hi on againffc us merely to gratify the Alexan- 
drians for the privilege they allowed him of being 
a fellow citizen with them, apprized of the ill-will 
the Alexandrians bear thole that are in reality their 
fellow citizens; and yet, tho* he pretended to cx- 
pofc only one fort of Jews, the poifon of his detrac- 
tion extended to the whole race. 

Let us now attend to the abominable crimes which 
Apion charges with lb much rancour upon the Alex- 
andrian Jews, u They came (he fays) out of Syria, 
and inhabited the (pot along the fca coaft at a place" 
within the wafli of the tide ; but there is no port at 
hand for a veffel to ride in." Was not Apion .highly 
cenfurable for reproaching a country he fo much 
gloried in (how vainly and falfely, however,) as the 
place of his nativity I For that quarter is a depen- 
dency upon Alexandria, and univerfallv reputed a 
moll commodious habitation. If the Jews took it 
by force, and fo maintained it againlt all oppofiti- 
oiij the more it redounds to their honour. 

But, to be candid and ingenuous. It was Alcxan- tuu 
der the Great that put the Jews in pofifeflion of that£ ad Jg 
place, and granted them the fame freedoms and im- 
munities with the Macedonians themfelvcs. Nor 
can Idevife what Apion would have faid, had their 
refidencc been alloucd them at Necropolis, inflread 
of that royal city, and their tribes been called Ma- 
cedonians to this day. If Apion had read the epif- 
tles of king Alexander, of Ptolemy, the fon of 
Lagus, and the fucceeding kings of Egypt, the in- 
scriptions which the mighty Csefar caufed to be en- 
graven upon the pillar at Alexandria, in memory of 
the privileges by him granted to the Jews ; had lie, 



culous be imnofed on the cretlulity of mankind un- 1 ^} no r wn c x }^ c records, he muft have been loft 
der the fandHon of hiftory ? An hundred and ten \\ xo *} X fenf 5 ° f * hame > to h j"'. e perverted truth, 



thoufand men alllabouringunder thefame difeafc ! 
If they were blind likewife, lame, and languishing, 
as Apion elfewherc reports them, howcould (uch an 
infirm multitude hold out fo much as one day's 
journey in the defert? Befides, they were to cut 
their way through all oppolition. The improba- 
bility of an hundred and ten thoufand men falling 
into the fame difeafe, at the fame time, mult be uni- 



and oppofed the conviction of his own mind. 

When he affects furprize at the Jews being called 
Alexandrians, it is a proof of tho greatelt igno- 
rance or prejudice. Is it not notorious that all co- 
lonies take their names from the fir ft founders ? 

s n when we have 



Need we feek for foreign iidfc: 
fo many near home r The Jews or Autioch we call 
Antiochians, becaufe Selcucus, the founder of the 
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verfally admitted ; and as fuch an incident could citjS veited them with the privileges belon<nn<* 
never be according to the ordinary courfe of nature, " a M 

it would be the height of folly to impute it to 



chance. Our author had before told us, that " they 
came to Judaea in iix days ;"and again, that "Mofes 
afcended a mountain, betwixt Arabia and Egypt, 
called Sinai ; was concealed there forty days j and 
that, when he came down, he delivered the law to 
the Jews." I would alk him if it is poflible for fuch 
a body of men to march over fo valt a defert in 
jix days, and to fubfift forty days in a place that 
afforded neither bread or water. 

His explanation of the origin of the word Sabbath 
is frivolous to the laft degree of ignorance and in- 
folence ; for the words Sabbo and Sabbath are 
■widely different from each other. The word Sab- 
bath, in the Hebrew language, denotes reft from all 
forts of work : but the word Sabbo, as he affirms, de- 
notes the name of the Egyptian difeafe. This is the 
novel account which the Egyptian Apion has given 
> concerning the Jews departure out of Egypt, 
and is nothing more than a contrivance of his own. 

But why fhould we wonder at his mifreprefenting 
the origin of our fathers, when he affirms them to 

have been Egyptians, when he errs intentionally 
concerning his own ? He was born at Oafis, in 



thcre-unto. In like manner the Jews of Ephefusare 
called Ephefians ; and thofe of Ionia, Ionians ; to 
whichright they (land entitled by the fuccedive pri- 
vileges of former grants. This is a favour which 
tiie Roman Hate hath vouchfafed not only to parti- 
cular perlons, but to whole provinces and nations; 
for the ancient Iberians, Tuicans, and Sabines, are 
now called Romans. If Apion rejects this way of 
obtaining the privileg e of a citizen of Alexandria, 
let him renounce the title of an Alexandrian. For 
what pretence hath any man, according to his 
maxim, who was born in the inland part of Egypt, 
to call himfelf an Alexandrian, and cfpccial'y an 
Egyptian, thofe being the people of the whole 
world to whom themadersof it, the Romans, refute 



this privilege ? But an envious hillorian, being de- 
prived of title to this advantage, vents Ins fplecn 
at thofe who arc in rightful poilcflion of it. 

In the erecting: of this citv-, Alexander made life of 



e aflmance and fervice of the Jews ; not for ^ant ^ 
men, but in tcftimony and approbation of their Q nhej<*» 
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Egypt, but renounces the place of his nativity to be 
thought an Alexandrian, which fhews what an opi- 
nion he had-of theEgyptians ; for that name he gives 
to all whom he would represent in an odiouslight ; 
and this is the caufe for which he takes fuch pains 
to difguife his extraction. 

Thofe that glory in the dignity of their country, 
deem it a point of honour to make good their title, 
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fidelity, and with a dcfign to fhew them honour and ^ ¥eiBOfl , 
refpcc c t. For, as Flecatams fays, cc Ah xander ho- ° 
noured the Jews to fuch a degree, that, for the 
equity and fidelity, which they gave proof of, 
<c he permitted them to hold the country of Sa ma- 
" free from tribute ^ ,, Ptolemy, thefon ofLagus, T hel<« 
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acted in the fame manner, with refpeel to thofe 
Jews who dwelt at Alexandria ; for he entrufted by Ma* 
the fcrtrefTcs of Egypt in their hands, in confidence 

' 1 " ; and for his better c 0 n*( 



of their valour and alk^n 
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ity, he planted Cyrcne, and other cities of 



Lybia, with thefc people 
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Ptolemy Philadelphia fuccecdcd Ptalcniv,thcfou [f c a life hei 
of Lagus, who not only fct thofc of our nation 
free, but remitted them fevcral duties ; and , what is 



temj 



niorc extraordinary, had fo great a defire of being 
inflructcd in our laws and cimonis, and in the facrcd 
fcriptnrcs, that he rcquclicd interpreters might be 
lent him for his better information. For the more 
fpeedy advancement of the work, the care of it was 
committed to Demetrius Phalerus, Andreas, and 
Arifteus. Demetrius was one of the mo ft learned 
men of the age j the other two were officers of rank, 

Can it now be 



and belonged to his body guards, 
reafonably fuppofed, that this prince could have had 
fuch a veneration for the Jewifli laws and cultoms, 
and for the piety and wifdom of our forefathers, 
without a degree of affection and regard for the pro- 
fcflbrs of thole laws and cuftoms ? Apion mnft be 
little verfedin that hifiory, if he did not know that 
moftof the kings of thefe Macedonians, whom he 
pretends to have been his progenitors, were well 
affedted towards the Jewifli nation. 

The third Ptolemy, called Energetes, when he 
got pofleflion of all Syria by force, did not offer 
,r aw- l h an kfgiving for his vhfiory to the gods of the 
pj/' Egyptians, but facrificed, ami returned thanks, to 

the Almighty God of theuniverfe, in thetefnpleof 
Jerufalem, after the manner of the Jews. 

Ptolemy Philometer, and his queen Cleopatra, 
ByPtoie- committed the charge of the whole government to 
nrPhiio. Oniasand Doritbeus, who were both Jews. Apion 
treats them withridiculc ; but he ought rather to 
admire their actions, and own his acknowledgment 
for the preferving that Alexandria of which he pre- 
tended to be a citizen : for when Egypt was up in 
rebellion, and upon the brink of being irrecover- 
ably loft, thefe two Jews interpofed, and reduced 
the revolters toformer obedience. Apion fays, that 
Onias,foon after this, entered the place with a fhiall 
army, in theprcfeQce of Thermus, the Roman am- 
bailador. In this trite manner he recounts an ex- 
ploit worthy of being celebrated by a much more 
candid and able hiftorian. 

Upon the death of Ptolemy Philometer, Ptolemy 
ttyfan Phyfcon, his brother, marched out of Cyrene, and 
Buwiwar wouldhaveejectedCleopatra,andherfbns,outofthe 

fCfan°d kingdom, that he might obtain it unjuftly for him- 
Oujiea- felf. For this caufcOnias undertook the defence of 
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Cleopatra ; nor would he defert thetmftthe royal 
family had repofed in him now they were indiftrefs. 
Never was there a more remarkable demonftration 
of the.Divine power and juftice than upon this oc- 
cafion. When Ptolemy Phyfcon had prepared for 
action with Onias, he caufed all the Jews in Alexan- 
dria., men, women, andchildren,to be expofednaked, 
and in bonds, to the elephants, to be trampled to 
death; nay, the beafts were made drunk to inflame 
their fury. But the event proved contrary to his ex- 
pectation ; fortheelephantsleft the Jews, who were 
expofed to them, turned their rage another way, 
fell violently on the friends of Phyfcon, and dc- 
ftroyed a great number of them. At the fame time 
an horrid fpedtre appeared to Ptolemy, with a me- 
nacing precaution to leave offperfecuting the Jews. 
His favourite concubine (by name called Ithaca, by 
others Hirene) joining her office of mediation, he 
not only complied with her requeft, but repented of 
what he had already done or intended to do. This 
is a circumftance fo notorious, that the Jews of 
Alexandriakeep, totliisday.ananniverfary feftival, 
in commemoration of their deliverance. Yetfuchis 
the inveteracy of Apion, that common detra<5tor, 
Apion a t ' vat he reproaches the Jews for joining in this war 
compound againd Phyfcon, whereas he fhould have extolledit 
kituKon. asn molt laudable action. 

But the partial and perverfe principles of Apion 
mod flagrantly appear in the ipftance of Cleopa- 
tra, the la it queen of Alexandria; for he applauds 
that m o ft infamous woman for her ingratitude to- 
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wards the Jews ; whereas he ought to have repro- 
Sa:r 3 ^atcd her for every fpecies of injuftice and wicked- 
Jetioft Vnels, with refpeCt to her neareft relations, the ten- 
Srac- bereft of hufbands, the Romans in general, and her 

**• Imperial benefactors in particular* Did flic not 




c: her tl'J:cr Arfinoe to be put to tlcxl\i in the 
ile withouta crinic ? Her brother to be taken 
off by treachery ? Did flic not rifle the temples of 
the gods of her country, and the fepulchres of her 
progenitors i Did (he uotrcceivc her kingdom as a 
bounty from the hand of the firft Cajfar, and after- 
wards rebel againft his adopted fon and fuccelfor ? 
Did not her feduciug wiles render Anthony a traitor 
to his country and his friends ? 

JBcfides thefe inftances of her ingratitude, inhu- 
manity, and avarice, I might enlarge on the infa- 
mous difpofition flic evinced at the itaval battle of 
Aclium, where flie abandoned even her beloved An- 
thony him (elf 9 who had been father of many chil- 
dren by her, and compelled him to refign his army 
and his honor to follow her into Egypt. In fine, I 
might add to all this, that upon Caspar's taking 
Alexandria, flic was fired to fuch a degree of rage, 
that (he valued herfelf upon the (core of mcrcilefs 
barbarity, and declared fhe would haveefteemed it 
fome compenfation for thelofs of the town, if flic 
could have put all the Jews that were in it to death 
with her own hand. Jf Cleopatra, according to 
Apion's reproof, refufed corn to the Jews in a time 
of famine, why does he charge that upon us as a 
difgrace, which in effect redounds to our honour ? 
However, (he at length met with the punifliment 

(lie defer ved. 
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But we can appeal for our own juftincation to 
Ccefar himfelf, to the public decrees of the Roman 
fenate, and to the teftimonials of Au'guftus Gajfar 

inhisepiftles. Thefe, in general, bear witnefsof the 
true allegiance we have ever paid the empire, and 
particularly in the war againit the Egyptians. 

Apiont, if he would have done us right, fhoultl 
have examined thefe authorities, and particularly 
the opinion that Alexander, all the Ptolemies, and 
tHfe moft illuftriousof the Roman emperors, enter- 
tained of the Jewifli nation. If Qermanicus could 
not fupply all the inhabitants of Alexandria with 
corn, this can only prove that there was a dearth, 
and by no means tends to the accufation of the Jews. 
The good affedlion of the emperor towards the 
Alexandrian Jews was never called in queftiou, ;:or 
were they denied wheatany more than their neigh- 
bours; but, on the contrary, found credit iipon all 
occafions, as in the command of the river,and other 
confiderable pafTcs : and they were trufted, in fine, 
in all places and matters of moment, beyond all 
others. 

Apion brings another objection, and demands, if 
the Jews be citizens of Alexandria, why do they 
not worfbip the fame gods with therelt of their fel- 
low citizens? I reply by putting another qucre. 
Why do the Egyptians wrangle and maintain an im- 
placable enmity to each other concerningdiverlity 
of opinion, or matters of religion ? Shall we on that 
accpunt, pronounce that you are not Egyptians ? 
Or (hall we doubt, on the other hand, whether you 
are, in truth, men or not i For you take pains to nur- 
ture animals, and then render them the objects of 
your worfhip. Nowif you are thus divided amongft 
yourfelvcs, why fhould you wonder that the Jews 
of Alexandria, whocamefrom another country,and 
had original laws of their own, fhould perfevcre in 
the obfervance df them ? 

Moreover Apion charges us with being the au- 
thors of fedition. If the imputation holds good 
againft the Alexandrian Jews, why not againft the 
Jews in general ? for wherever difptrfed, we are 
known to be of one mind. Whoever looks minutely 
itlto the caufes cf thefe turbulent revolutions, will 
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find that they were occafioned by men of ilmilai 
principles with Apion him felf ; for, as long as the 
Creeks and Macedonians were in pollcfliou of this 
city, the Jews had the free exercife of their reli- 
gion, and the people lived in peace and hnppincfs; 
but as the number of the Egyptians increafed, the 
times in proportion, grew more and more trouble- 
fome. The Jews, however, continued the fame 
throughout all changes ; while the others, having 
neither the conftaucy of the Macedonians, nor the 
prudence of tjie Grc r eks, (birred up thefe common 
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nous, pcrfiftcd In their evil pratticd, qiul retained u liccu thur, taken, yet nothing bearing fucli rcfVm- 
their former avcrlions to our people. The kgyp- || bl nice wan ever fount!, nor any tiling contrary to 
tiaiis, therefore, gave rife to all the differences that 
prevailed ; though wc arc charged with thofe very 
errors and mifdemcanors of which our accufcrs 



rules of the itrfcteft pie! y 



appear to have been fo palpably guilty 

Apion is like wife difpofed to vilify us asftrangers, 
though po<rcfTed to allpurpofes of the rights of 
citizens ; yet our adversaries claim that privilege 
without the lead colour or pretence. We do not 
read, in ancient hiftory, anymore than in modern, 
that any prince, or any emperor, ever granted fuch 
privileges to the Egyptians- The firlt that intro- 
duced us to a right to that claim was Alexander 
the Great, and the grant has been enlarged by other 
kings ; and fince that, all the privileges have been 
continued, and confirmed, tons by the Romans. 

Apion further takes occafion to pafs a heavy cen- 
fure upon us for not fetting up images and ftatues 
in honour of the emperors, as if they could not 
have judged of this matter, or flood in need of his 
defence. Inftead of arraigning our condudl, he 
fhould have celebrated the magnanimity and can- 
dour of the Romans, in allowing their fubje&s the 
freedom of our religion, without extorting from 
them fuch honours as they could not confeientioufly 
pay them, and accepting fuch tokens of refpedt as 
they could with propriety render. It is the good- 
will that ihmps the obligation, and fets a value upon 
the benefit, without the intervention either of ne- 
cefllty or violence. It may be urged, perhaps, 
that as it is a common practice both with the Greeks 
and other nations, to hold the images of their re- 
latives, friends, and fometimes their very fervants, 
in high eftcem, it argues confummate pride in thofe 
who withhold that deference from their lords and 
matters. To this I reply, with refped: to ourfelves, 
that we pay implicit deference to our venerable 
giilator, who has pofitively forbidden us the ufe 
of all images, and of any creature whatever, whe- 
ther animate or inanimate. He did not lay this in- 
jun&ion with any view of derogating from the dig- 
nity of the Roman empire, but he would by no 
means fuffer any corporeal image, or reprefenta- 
tion, to be made of aninvifible and incomprehen- 
fible Deity. We are not, however, forbidden from 
paying reverence to great and good men in due 
Subordination to the one Supreme Being, as in the 
cafe of the emperor and people of Rome, for whofe 
welfare and profperity we offer daily facrifices at 
the public charge, and this we do for no other per- 
fon whatever. Let this fuffice for anfwer in gene- 
ral to Apion as to what he urges with relation to 
the Jews of Alexandria. 

I cannot but admire the confidence of Pondorius 
and Apollonius Molon, who furnifhed Apion with 
his materials, and charge us with not worlhipping 
the fame gods as others worlhip, not think them- 
felves;guilty of impiety, in fpreading fcurrilous re- 
ports, even to the ridiculing and prophaning our 
very temple. Falfity is of all vices one of the 
moft unmanly, but more efpecially fo where the 
fcandal falls upon a temple, celebrated through- 
out the world for the exemplary folemnity of its 
devotion. 



Apion affirms that, in this holy place, the Jews 
A Mcrous had the golden head of an afs, of immenfe value, 

and that they worflhipped this head as a deity; that 
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the image was depohted in the treafury, there 
found, and carried away, by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
upon the rifling of that facred place. To this I re- 
ply, that, fuppofing the ftory to have been true, it 
became not an Egyptian to reproach us with it ; for 
an afs is not a more contemptible animal than a 
goat, or other beafts which they adore. It is firange 
that Apion could not perceive this to be a palpable 
lie, and the very extreme of contradiction and ab- 
furdity. Have we not, from time to time, retained 
the fame laws and cufloms, without variation ? 
Though Jerufalcm hasfliared the fate of other ci- 
ties, and repeatedly fallen into the hands of ene- 
mies, as Thcos, Pompey the Great, Licinius Craf- 
lus, and at lad Titus Crefar, and our temple has 
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Antiochus Epiphatics is chargeable with the 
highelt degree of perfidy and facrilegc iu pill t -;nig 
lie temple. He did not obtain pojle/Iioii of it as 
an avowed enemy, but as a pretended friend, and a 
traitor to his allies. His princlc was avarice, 
which he gratified as a common plunderer. We 
have, however, the tcllimonials of many refpe&able 
writers, that there was nothing found, upon the 
rifling,to render the party , or the caufe, ludicrous,as 
wasfallacioufly reprefented. Amongfl others I may jo%& a 
enumerate Polybius, of Magalopolis ; Strabo; ofjj^ 
Cappadocia jNicolaus, of Damufcus ; Timagenes j hiton* 
Caftor, the chronologer ; and Apollodorns ; who 5 
all agree that Antiochus, through neceflity, violated 
his league with the Jews, and (poiled their temple of 
a vaft mafs of gold and filver. If Apion was not 
as obdurate and fenfelefs as the animals which the 
Egyptians worfiiip, he would have taken thofe cir- 
cumftances into confederation, and not contended 
for fuch palpable fictions. We have not that vene- 
ration for our aires which the Egyptians have for 
their afps and crocodiles, when they eftecm fuch as 
are ftung by the former, or bitten by the latter, 
happy perfons in being tranflated to thegods. Alfcs 
are to us the fame as they are to other confiderate 
men, creatures to bear our burdens j but if they 
Ipoil our corn, or become refractory, we chaftife 
them with ftripes. But this Apion was fo frivolous 
in his inventions, and fo defective in his defcripti- 
ons, that he could never obtain fufficient credit with 
the world to do us efTeutial injury. 

There is another malicious tale which he borrows 
from the Greeks in order to reproach us. Of this 
we need only obferve, that they are little acquainted 
with divine fubje&s, who are not fenfible that it is 
lefs impious to pafs through temples, than to cad 
alperlion upon thofe that minifter in facred things. 
But it was evidently their deiign to palliate the fa- 
crilege and perfidy of a prince, by imputing his 
actions to necefllty, rather than dojuftice to truth, 
to our nation, and our temple. 




* c that either fea or land could afford. 



This man 

was fo furprizedat the encounter, that looking 
u upon Antiochus as his good angel, and one that 
c< came to refcue him, he threw himfelf at his feet* 
<c and, in a poflure of adoration, implored his af- 
" fiflance. The king bade him fpeak freely, tell 
cc him who he was, what he did there, and finally 
" what was the meaning of the table's being thus 
" fetout. The man, upon this, burft into tears, and 
cc proceeded to anfwer : I am a Greek, and, wan- 
" dering up and down in queft of the means of 
u fubfiftence, was taken up by fome foreigners, 
" brought to this place, and (hut up, with pofitive 
cc orders not to fuffer mortal to approach me. I 
CQ waspleafed, atfirll, with entertainment founcx- 
" pe&ed ; but fufpicion arifing in procefsof time, 
Cc I enquire*! of my keepers into the caufe of this ex- 
" traordinary treatment. They gave me to under- 
Cc Hand, that the Jews had a cultom among them, 
" once a year, upon a certain day prefixed, to feize 
u upon a Grecian ftranger, and when they had kept 
Cc him fattening one whole year, to take him into a 
<c wood, and offer him up for afacrifice according 
ci to their own form, taking a tafte of his blood, 
" with an horrid oath to live and diefworn enemies 
cc to tlie Greeks, after which they call the reinain- 
u der of the miferablc carcafc into a ditch. The 
" man added, that his time was nearly expired- and 
a adjured him, by the veneration he had for the 
" Grecian gods, to deliver him from the fate he ap- 
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-This tragical invention was carried to the high eft 
pitch of extravagance, but not fo far as to exempt 

Antiochus from the imputation of perfidy and facri- 
lege, as thofe who endeavour to vindicate him would 
inlinuate. For it was not on account of the Greek 
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tint lie entered t lie temple, hut he found him there 

without any foreknowledge of the matter, fo that 
the iniquity of his defign is manifed, nor can it he 
jufiifjerd upon any principle of equity or rcafon. 
Nov.* the liifirrcnccis much greater betwixt our laws 
and thofc of the Egyptians, and fcvcral other na- 
tions, than betwixt us and the Greeks. Where is 
the country through which, in thecourfc of time, 
people of all religions do notpafs? And how comes 
it to pafsthat this fantadical barbarity fhould he 
exereifed onlv upon the Greeks ? How is it pofliblc 
that all the Jews fhould join in thefe facrifices, and 
that the entrails of one man fhould fufficc for fo 
manv thoufands to taftc : How comes it that we 
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have not the name of this perfecuted Greek, and 
that Antiochus did not fend him back in date to his 
own country, which would have given him the re- 
putation of a patriotic prince, and formed a power- 
ful party again (I the Jews ? 

ut as the vulgar and faperficial part of mankind 
are not to be wrought upon by argument, I fhall 
have rccourfc to the demondrative evidence of fa<ft. 
No man ever faw our temple, but can witnefs that 
it was focondru&ed astopreferve every thinginpu- 
rity and perfection. It had four partitions, encom- 
J^PV^" paifed with cloiders. The fird divifion was open 
job of rhc to all, even foreigners, without referve ; Jews and 

wives (if clean and purified) were admitted 
into the fecond ; and male Jews, purified in like 
manner, into the third. The fourth was only for 
the pried s in their facerdotal habits ; and none but 
the high-pricft* in the robes peculiar to his dignity, 
was to enter the holy fanifhiary . Nay, fo ftridl and 
punctual are they in their adherence to form and 
decorum, that the veryprieds themfelves could not 
have admittance but at certain hours^ 

Upon opening the. temple in the morning, the 
pricfts, who were to officiate, attended, and fo at 
noon, upon fhutting it up. There were in the tem- 
ple an altar, a table, a cenfer, and a candleftick, 
according to the direction of the law ; nor was it 
legal to carry any other vefTel into it. There was 
no fading, nor any myderies carried on, but in the 
face of the whole congregation ; and fuch method 
was obferved, that, though there were four tribes 
of prieds, and in every tribe upwards of five thou- 
fund pcrfons, they took their turns of attendance 
upon certain fct days, and that in due regular fuc- 
ceffion. Meetingaboutnoon all together in the tem- 
ple, they delivered up their rcfpe&ive trnfts one to 
another; fome difcharging themfelves of the keys, 
others of the veflcls ; without any thing relating to 
food or drink being carried into that (acred place : 
for it is not lawful to offer any thing upon our altars, 
but what is provided for facrifice. iiut what avails 
bare dogmatical afTcrtions, without confidering 
whether it be founded on truths or not ? What can 
reflect greater difgrace upon any man that fets up 
for an hidorianor a lovcrof letters ? Befides, itis far- 
ther obfcrvable, that, while Apion puts forth his 
invcetivesagaindus withoutany foundation, on the 
one hand, he fuppreffes known facts on the other. 
The fancy of his Greek prifoner, his luxurious en- 
tertainment, and the people pafling through the 
temple as a thoroughfare, arc evidently the contri- 
vance of malice propenfe, tofeduce thofe who will 
not be at the pains of invedigating truth. 

Apion led by a vein of fiction, enumerates fable 
upon fable, torendcr us, if poffible, more and more 
odious ; and his inventive faculty fuggeded the 
following ftory : "While the Jews and Idumasans 
were engaged in along andobftinatc war, there 
" came a man over to the Jews, out of fome city of 
u Iduimca, where they worfliipped Apollo. This 
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man, whofe name was Zabidus, promifed to put 
Apollo, the god of Dora, into their hands, if they 
" could but get the Jews to gather all together into 
the temple in a body. Zabidus, upon this, con- 
trived a certain machine of boards, and convey- 
ing himfelf into it, fet three rows of lights upon 
it, which appeared, at adiftance, likea comet on 
the around. This appearance fo furprized the 
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into: he temple, and, u jfh"iit uuy difficulty, ft-ued 
the nil's golden head, and carried it away to 
" Dora/' This ridiculous fiction proves the' au- 
thor more ftupid than the animal ; for he writes of 
places that cxifl only in Wis inKiginatioii : nor docs 
he know where Idunm:a lies, or that there is a»v 
fuch city in it as Dora. There is, indeed, a place of 
that name in Phoenicia, not far from mount Car- 
mcl, but this is four days journey from'Judrca. 

He is to be judifjed in condemning its for not 
worfhipping the gods of other nations, if, as he 
fays, our forefathers were fo credulous as to believe 
that Apollo would come to them in the form of a 
comet. It was rather extraordinary that the Jews 
fhould not know a lamp, or a torch, when thev 
faw it, from a dar, when they had fomany at their 
fedivals. And it was little" lefs miraculous that 
Zabidus fhould get clear off, with the afs's head, 
through fo many thoufands of people, and that 
there fhould be no guards to flop his progrefs, even 
in a time of war. 

The very circumdanccs of the talc prove its fal- 
lacy. How the temple gates, fix'ty cubits in height!), 
and twenty in breadth, plated over, and no fewer 
than two hundred men required to fliut them every 
day, coif Id be managed by onefingle man, is fub- 
mitted to the determination of common fenfe. It 
remains, upon the whole, a qucdion whether Zabi- 
dus. brought the head back again, or gave it to 
Apion to be laid in the temple, that Antiochus, 
finding it, might give rife to another ftory. 
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Apion is equally falfe reflecting the oath, when Apion for. 
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: declares that the jews do fblcmniy fwcarby the 
:;ker of heaven, earth, and the fcas, to bear no 



good-will to any foreigners, and more cfpccinlly to 
the Greeks. If this falfificrhad faid to none of the 
Egyptians, he would have been more confident with 
himfelf; at lead if our predeceffors were driven out 
of Egypt not for their ill-conduct, but the calami- 
ties under which they laboured. The Greeks and 
Jews were fo remote in point of lituation, that there 
was not thelead colour for envy or jcaloufy betwixt- 
them. On the contrary, man)* of them came over 
to our religion : fomcperfided in it, others receded 
from it ; but, for this pretended oath, no man ever 
heard it ; nor was it any thing more or lefs than a 
project of Apion. 

This fabulid adduces, as an argument again d f 
the judice of our laws, our manner of worfhip, and on of nno- 
the truth of our holy religion, that we are under the ^{J mnv 
burden of fervitude and opprcflion ; and that our raffed t»y 
city, free and powerful as it might have been, is no A P Jon ' 
better than tributary to the Romans. But where arc 
the people now thatare able to contend with them ? 
Whobut Apion would rcafonin thisabfurd manner? 
Government and fubjc6tion fuccecd by turns. The 
Egyptians are the only nation that pretend to an im- 
munity from all f ervices to any of the monarchs of 



jews, that they gazed at it afar off, without fpeak- 1 
ing word. Zabidus, in the mean time, Hipped i 



Alia and Europe, which they ground on the ftrange 
gods having ficd into their country, and fecured 
themfelves by being changed into thefhapes of wild 
beads. Whereas thefe Egyptians arc the very peo- 
ple that appear to have never, in all pad ages, 
enjoyed one day of freedom, either at home or 
abroad 5. But I will not reproach them, by relating 
the manner in which the Perfiaiu ufed them, not 
once, but many times, when they laid their cities 
wade, demolished their temples, dedroyed their 
idol deities, and vilified their worlhip : for it is not 

fecmly to imitate the example or Apion, who turned 
intocenfure the misfortunes of the Athenians and 

theLaccdcmonians; though therenever wasabraver 
people than the latter, or a people of more exemp- 
lary piety than the former. Yet neither the pietv 
of the one, or the courage of the other, was 
fufficicnt to fecure them againd the chances of war, 
and the common fate of dates and kingdoms. 

When we reflect on the miferable difaders that 
have attended the bed of kings, and particularly 
Crarfus, the laying of the tower of Athens, the tem- 
ples at Ephefus and Delphi, and fevcral other mag- 
nificent buildings in adies, the difgrace in fuch in- 



danccs reds not in the fufrcrcrs, but the a&ors of 
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t If c io tr«igic.<l dc venation*. But our uccufcr Ajiion 
has difeovercd a new mode of crimination, forget- 
ful of the miferies of his o>vn people tin.' Egyptians* 
He rectus to have been blinded by Scfollri.i, once a 
celebrated king of Egypt. 

Wc will not boaft of our king's David and Solo-* 
mon, though many nations were conquered by their 
victorious arms, but rather confine onrfelves to the 
cafe in point. Were not the Egyptians at firft Haves 
to the Perlians, with orljer princes of Alia, and lb 
to the Macedonians, when they were lords of Afia, 
while we lived in a Hate of freedom, with the com- 
mand of all the neighbouring cities, for the fpace 
of an hundred and twenty years, that is to fay, to 
the time of Pompey the Great? At length, when 
the Ilomdns had conquered all the other kings with 



talents, to thebafe pltrpofcsof envy and 
i« This was the cafe of A pi on ; he apof- 



timc and talents, to t! 

dctra£tioin i wa» taiu ui /ipitui y iic ap 
tutized from the laws of hi* own country, and mif. 
rcprcfcntccl thofc of ours; and thus concludes our 
difcourfe concerning him. 

But fince Apollonius Molon, Lyfimachus, and & cf 
fcveral others, have caft i'ifhcr.ourablc reflections 
on Mofcs, our excellent legiflator, afperiing and 
vilifying his character as an impot'ror and magician, w ^ 
and reprefenting hit; laws as injurious to fociety, 01 ^ 
partly through ignora;?-?. but chiefly through en- 
mity to our nation, 1 lhaii :. : ' ?nvour, with ail pot 
iibly brevity and preciiion, to :*vat on the conftitu- 
tion of our government, and its feveral particular 
branches. I apprehend it will thence be rendered 
evident, that there never was fuch a code of laws 



whom they had to do, our anceftors were the only If framed, for the common good of mankind, as thofe 



The Ro- 
mans arc 
partial to 
the Jews. 



Thecal urn 

mes of A- 
pion ex* 
pofeJ. 



people they treated as friends and allies, on account 
of their fidelity and valour. Apion, however, af- 
fects ignorance of thefe fa&s, though they are ob- 
vious to all the world beiides. 

We are further traduced, by this malevolent wri- 
ter, for an obfeure, ignorant people. The Jews, he 
affirms, have amongft them no eminent men for 
their knowledge of the arts and fciences, or of po- 
litics, or the government of ftates, fuch as Socrates, 
-Zeno, Cleanthcs, and the like. He does not forget 
to infert himfelf in the lilt of celebrated perfons, 
but pronounces Alexandria happy in the honour of 
having Apion for a citizen. He was the propereft 
man to be his own eulogift, as other people main- 
tained adefpicable opinion of him, from the gene- 
ral depravity of his manners ; fo that Alexandria is 
rather to be pitied than envied, for valuing itfelf 
upon fuch a fupporter. As to the point in compe- 
tition between the two nations, which fhould have 
the preference formen of learningand abilities, the 
reader is referred to our antiquities for his fatis- 



— Mofes; for the advancement of piety, juf-^ 
tice, charity, induftry, the regulation of fociety, feet? 
patience, and perfe verance in well doing to the very toh * 
contempt of death itfelf. I have therefore only to 
requeft the candour and impartiality of the reader, 
as I folemnly declare my defign is not to write an 
encomium upon our nation, but to aflert thecaufe 
of truth and juftice, againft the efforts of calumny 
and detraction. 

Apollonius does not vent his ^leen like Apion, in jjjjjgj 
a continued fuccellionof accufations, but varies as-nJcf^ 

to time and mode of afperfing us. At one time he 
reproachesusas Atheifts and Mifanrhropes, at ano- 
ther he upbraids us as cowards, at another he 
chargesus with temerity andfool-hardinefs,and re- 
prefents us as ignorant and favage as the wildeft 
barbarians, declaring that the Jews never invented 
any thing for the benefit or improvement of man- 
kind. To confute thefe malevolent fuggeflions, it 
will be neceflary to examine the conftitution of our 
laws, and the conformity of our lives to thofc pre- 



faction. As to the other part of the fcandal that re- II cepts. If,in the courfe of this undertaking, 1 fhould 

be com^ 

licy of other nations, it is to be imputed to thofe 



mains uuanfwered, we cannot do better than refer 
him to his own contradictions, wherein he accufes 



himfelf and other Egyptians. 

He feems to take great offence at our facrificing 
ordinary beafts, the fcruple we make of eating 
fwine's flefli, and turns the ceremony of circumci- 
fion into abfolute mockery. As for theflaughter of 
tame animals for facrifice, we do it in common with 
all other men ; and as to our facrifice s, he difcovers 
himfelf, before he is aware, to be an Egyptian in 
fpeaking againft them ; for a Greek, or a Macedo- 
nian, that makes profeffion of offering whole heca- 
tombs to their gods without any difficulty, would 
never have difcovered averfion to this practice. 
They alfo make ufe of thefe facrifices for feafting, 
without any danger of deftroying the fpecies of 
thofe animals, as Apion feems to apprehend. But 
if mankind in general followed the Egyptians, the 
world would want men, and fwarm with the wildeft 
of the brute creation, which are the obje<fts of their 
adoration. 

If the queftion was put to Apion, what clafs 
of the Egyptians he efteems as the raoft wife and 
the"*" of pi° us men, his anfwer would undoubtedly be the 
tianprieih, priefts ; for they have thefe two precepts tranfmit- 

ted down to them from their firft kings, to worfliip 
the gods, and to apply themfelvcs to the ftudy of 
wifdom. This they profefs to do ; they are all cir- 
cumcifed, abftain from fwine's flefh, and join with 
no other clafs of Egyptians in their facrifices. Apion 

therefore deviates from his purpofe, when, inltead 
of gratifying the Egyptians with invedtives againft 
us, he advances a direct accufation againft thofe 
he pretended to favour, in charging them with the 
fame ceremonies for which he blames others ; and 
Theraife- likewife advifing and encouraging circumcifion in 
r.nbie dw:h ot j ierS() as vve i laV c it upon the credit of Herodotus. 

It feems that Apion was juftly punifhed for cafting 
fuch reproaches on the laws of his country ; for it 
fo fell out, that, through the prevalence of a difeafe, 
he was under a neceflity of being circumcifcd. The 
wound putrifying, a cancer eniixed, which carried 
him off in great torment. This fliould ferve as a 
warning to thofe, who, regardlefs of the duties 
both of religious and focial life, proftitutc their 
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who have provoked us to an opprobrious compa- 
rifon, and rendered the ccproach we caft upon them 
neceffary to our own defence. 

There are in the cafe under prefent confideration Twca 
two effential points : Firft, the tendency of our la ws ; e 0 ** 
and fecondly, the degree in which we obferve 
them. To fuch 3S deny the former, we are ready 
to produce an abftracft of thofe laws ; thofe who 
call in queftion the latter, will be referred to de- 
monftrative evidence. 

It is an incontrovertible maxim, that the firft 
founders of laws for the eftablifhment of difcipline 
and good order in fociety, are to be preferred to 
thofe who live without any form or method at all ; 
for they appeal to antiquity, and deem it a greater 
honour to teach others what they ought to do, than 
barely to imitate what they fee done before them. 
This polition being admitted, the excellency of a 
legiflator is apparent from his providing fuch laws 
as may tend to promote the intereft of the commu- 
nity, from a conviction that they arc as reafonabla 
as beneficial, fo that the people firmly adhere to 
the obfervance of them, both in a prosperous and 
adverfe ftate. 

The Antiquity of our legiflator gives him an un- ^ofta! 
doubted right to precedence ; for Lycurgus, Solon, 
and Faleucus, of Locris, with the reft of the law- CS1 
givers held in fuch efteem amongft the Greeks, 
feem but of yefterday, when compared with Mofes, 
The very nanle of law was not yet fo much as heard 
of ; and Homer iswitnefs to the truth of this obfer- 
vation, for that term cannot be found throughout 
his poems. The people in thofe days were not go- 
verned by written precepts, but by the abfolute will 
and pleafure of kings ; and fo it continued for a long 
time by authoritative orders and provifions, occa- 
fionally made and ifTued. Our legiflator, having 
this claim of pridrity admitted by his very enemies, 
acquitted himfelf to general admiration, in all the 
offices of adminiftration and council : firft, in com- 
pofing fuch a body of laws as might affedt all the 

contingencies of human life, and afterwards in ob- 
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taining a moffc cordial reception of them by the 
people, and their folemn declaration of obeying; 
and maintaining them. But let Iris works fpeak 
for him. 

When our forefathers, to the number of many 
thoufantls, marched out of the land of kgypt, into 
the country appointed for them by Divine Provi- 
dence, through a barren fandy defert, without vva- 



courfe to the honour and glory of God ; this being 
the main object he hud in view* 

There are two ways of attaining to a degree of Tw om«- 
excellencc in religion and morality ; the one is by . ,boil ; > V f 
in Itr action in words, ti:e other by practical exer- mttw '' 
cifes. Now law-^ivcrs, m general, commonly at- 
tended to one part, and neglected the other. As 



deuce, tlirougna barren iautly clciert, without wa- lor example, the people of Lacedicmon and Crete 
tcr, and had feveral encounters with the enemy by taught by practical exercifes, without rule and pre- 
the way, in defence of thcmfelves, their wives, and || cept ; while the Atlie:i?;j!i<;_ nm! mnii nfthn ar,.*k*. 



the way, in defence ot themicives, their wives, and cept ; while the Athenians, and moll of the Gre 
children, they wercguided through thefealinoftin- had preicribed laws for every thing, though \ 



occllcar • . ~ . 

jsnerji. fupcrable difficulties by our vigilant legiflator,who 
"wcSor maintained the character of a valiant general, a pru- 
dent counfellor, and a common protestor. He was 
a man of fuchexamplary moderation, that, though 
he held the people in implicit obedience to his in- 
junctions, he never availed himfelf of his autho- 
rity to promote his private advantage ; but, on the 
contrary, were other men tyrannized, and indulged 
a general licentioufnefs, he obferved the rules of 
piety and virtue, and, by his example, encouraged 
the multitude to fuch a conduct: as proved their 
beft fecurity againftall accidents, 

• ■ 

Mofes looked up to the only All-wife Being as 
oracle and guide; and beingpurfuaded that he could 
not err, folong as he committed himfelf to the care 



Oflpn of 
the Gic- 



of Divine Providence, thought it his duty to im- 
print that belief on the minds of the multitude ; for 
nothing To effectually checks us in the progrefs of 
vice as a due confeioufnefs of the Divine Omnipo- 
tence. From this character of our legiflator, it is 
evident that he was not a feducer or a magician, as 
he is falfely reprefented ; but fuch a one as Minos, 
and others after him, were reputed among the 
Greeks ; fome afcribing the origin of their laws to 
Jupiter, others to Apollo, or the oracle at Delphi, 
tiut whether thefe men thought they were thus de- 
rived, or were defirous of impofing fuch a belief in 
the people, I pretend not to determine. But the 
origin and excellency of thefe laws will beft appear 
by placing theiu in a comparative point of view, 
which is the next thing to which we fliall attend. 

Several nations have their feveral forms of go- 
vernment, and their diverfities of laws. Some go- 
vernmentsare committed to a (Ingle perfon, others 
to the people. Our legiflator had no regard to any 
of thefe forms, but ordained a government, that, 
bya (trained expreffi on, may be termed aTbeocracy, 
or Holy Commonwealth, in afcribing all authority 
and power to God, and perfuadlng the people to re- 
gard him as the author of all the good things that 
were enjoyed either in common by all mankind, or 
by each individual in particular. To him he di- 
rects us to fly for fuccour in our diltrefles, as he hears 
KofcsJc- our prayers, and fearches into the very fecretsof our 

tncte ' iearts « He inculcates the do&rines of one God. 
'^taihu the uncreated., immutable, and eternal Being, infi- 
eflbues. n Jtely glorious, and incoaiprehenfibleone, further 
than what we know of him by his works. 

This is what may be derived, in fomemeafure, 
w Sb* f^om the wifeft of the Greek philofophers, who, 
pViX f rom the light of nature, unanimoufly agree on the 
congrnity of thefe principles to the nrajeiry and ex- 
cellence of God ; as for inftance, Pythagoras, Anax- 

s. and Plato ; and the ftoics, that fuccecded 
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them, were of the fame fentiments,and had the fame 
notions of the nature of the Divine Being. 15ut the 
multitude being actuated bv a violent and fuperfti- 
tious prejudice again ft thefe opinions, the pbilofo- 
pher durli not venture too far in promoting them. 

But our legiflator was the only man that lived as 
he taught, both to the fatisfaftiou of the prcfent 
age, and to the efta hi idling and confirming pofte- 
rity in the truths which he delivered, governing 
himfelf by this conflrant rule, to make the public 
good the grand end of all his laws He pointed out, 
that the worflup of the Divine Being was but the 
one part of a g >od man's duty ; annexing to it the 
other parts, fuch as rcfignation, temperance, juftice 
and a conftant interchange of good offices towards 
mankind ; info much that all his precepts and ordi- 
nances tended to the advancement of piety, and of 



eks, 
o they 

fell fliort in the practice. " " ° 

But our legiflator wifely con ue died thefe two me- 
thods of inflruction ; for he neither left thefe prac- 
tical 



Lercucs to go on without verbal inflrudion, 
nor did he permit the hearing of the law to proceed 
without thecxercifes for practice. He begins with 
the fubject of meats and diet, what we may be al- 
lowed to eat, and what not, and with whom, and 
enjoins all people in general to the ohfervance of 

that method and order. He takes the fame care with 
refpe<St to a regulation in matters of labour and reft:, 
to the end that no man may be ignorant of his duty ; 
for what the law enjoins us is the dictate and com- 
mand of our m after, and it punilhes only wilful of- 
fenders. To leave us wholly without excufe, in 
cafe of trangreffing any of thefe facred laws, we The j ewg 
hear them read over, (once, twice, or oftener, per- frequently 
haps;) but arc pofitively commanded (nil other {^wc-ad 
work or bufinefs apart) to meet conftantly once a rot&'em. 
week in full congregation, cxpyefsly to attend the 
reading of the law, and learning it exactly, which 
was never pratftifed by any other law-giver . In- 
deed, the greateft part of mankind are A) far from 
living in conformity to their own laws, that they do 
not fo much as underfrand what they are, but, in 
committing* a fault, they enquire of others whatlaw 
they have violated. This is the cafe even amongft 
men of the firft rank, who are not afliamed tacitly 
to confefs their ignorance in taking men learned in 
the law to their coiinfel and afliftance: butourpeo- 
pie are as well acquainted with their laws as their 
own names, having been trained up in them from 
earlicft infancy, till they are imprinted in their 
miuds : our tranfgreffions therefore are but few, 
and thofe who do offend cannot poflibly efcape 
punifliment. 

This is the foundation of that admirable agree- 
ment of mind which prevails a in on eft us. We have Theun -l n '- 

ii r ii /• • • » • micv of 

all or us the lame notions concerning the Divine the Jews. 
Being, the fame forms ofdifcipline and worfhip, 
the fame way of life, and the fame rule of manners. 
It is not with us as with others, who entertain vari- 
ous opinions concerning one and the fame Cod ; and 
this is the cafe not only with the common people, 
but the very philofophers thcmfelves. Some of 
them have denied many of his attributes, others 
his fuperint ending providence, upon an impious 
fuggeftion that all men are equal, and that all things 
are in common. We affirm, on the contrary, that p ' 
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God fees and difpoies all things. i\ay, our wives, mari iif c , 
children, and fervants, are all infiructed, that our 
anions, in general, fhculd be directed to the ho- 
nour and fervicc of God. 

This has given rife to a reflection upon our na- 
tion, as having produced no men eminent for polite 
literature, as we continually purfue the fame dull, 
plodding path ; whereas men of geniusand fpccula- 
tion value themfelvcs upon improvement and inno- 
vation. While others think it meritorious to devi- 
ate fro m e ve ry t hi n g delivered down b v t h e i r f o re- Th b e \rom«- 
fathers., \vc, on the contrary, deem it the greateft in- 'L'jcwish 
Itance of wifdom and virtue, to admiz of no actions la ; ,Vi - 
or principles that are repugnant to our original 
laws : antiquity., with us, is the infallible mark of a 
good and well founded Uatntc which neither time 



or 



r?;uinent will ever he able to defirov . 
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E elides, 

as we (irmly believe thofe laws to be of Divine in- 
liitution., we have only to prefcrve them facred and 
inviolate. Who fliall dare to offer at the removal 
of thofe foundations which have been laid by the 
hand of the Almightv : Who can amend fo Divine 
a fyftem, by transferring the moil beneficial provi- 
fions,from the beft of other go vernments,to the code 
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of bis commonwealth ? Can any conltitution be 
more firm or julfc than that of which the King of 
kings is king ? 

Asfor thepriefts, they are qualified, in common, 
for feveral fpecial fervices ; and the high-prieft is 
OjMhTtori. vefted with po w er and fuperiority above all the rett. 

for the They are not promoted, by the legiflator, to that 
* wft dignity for ambition, wealth, or any corrupt influ- 
ence, but for thefignal tettimony they havegiven 
of their piety, temperance, and wifdoni ; and to 
them is committed the care of religion, and the 
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rood things of this world, for thefe are blefiings 
which he is pleafed to beftow in common upon man- 
kind ; but our prayers mutt be for grace to make a 
right ufe of what wc have. 

The law hath prefcribed us certain formal puri- 0f 
fications, under kinds of limitations and reftri&ions, 
too many and too tedious to be enumerated and 
fpecified.^This is the dodtrine concerning Go 
his worfhip, ant! what the law enjoins for our at- 
tention and praftice. 

In point of marriage, the law approves no other Of ^ 



d and 



peculiar functions of divine worfhip7 They ferve . « J™" « W 1 » c l ™ "PP™" bo other or. 

S«,l™ in controverfies betwixt man and junftion of thefexes than that upon fuch principles^ 



alfo as judges in controverfies betwixt man and 
man, and have a power to punilh thofe who are 
guilty of mifdemcanors. 

What form of government can be more facred 
and venerable than this ? Or what greater honour 
can we do the Almighty, than to fpend our lives in 
a daily attendance upon hisfervice, and under the 
inspection of prierts who fee that all things are per- 
formed with due order and reverence ? We feem 
to celebrate a perpetual feftivai ; and whereas fo- 
reigners difcover a laifitude, in a few days attend- 
ance on their myfteries, we are as firm, ch earful, 
and vigorous, in the difcharge of our religious du- 
ties at this time, as we were many ages fince, upon 
their firlt inftitution. 

■ 

Among other known precepts of our religion we 
The j«wi are taught, in the firft place, that God is all in all, 
opinion of perfect, felf-fuflicient, and fupplying 311 other be- 
Codt ings ; the beginning, middle, and end of all things. 

He is glorious in all his works, and tremendous in 
his power and greatnefs ; but, at the fame time, fo 
incornprehenlible, that it is not for the tongue of 
man to exprefs, nor the heart to conceive, any re- 
femblance of the Divine Mijefty. He is, in fine, 
incomparable in all his excellencies and attributes, 
infinitely beyond art and imitation ; fo that it is 
impoffible to fee or imagine any thing like him ; 
for, being a Spirit, he is invifible. 

But we are allowed to read the great . Invifible 
Being in his works ; as in the light, the heavens, 
the earth, the fun, the moon, the ftars, the rivers, 
the fea, feveral forts of animals, and various kinds 
of plants. Thefe things hath the Creator formed, 
not with hands, not by labour, nor as wanting the 
afliftance of any to co-operate with him. But as it 
was his Divine will they ihould be made, and be 
made good alfo, they were made, and became good 
immediately. This is the Almighty Sovereign 
whom we are all bound to love and adore in the 
ftudy and exercife of virtue, which is the only way 
to pleafe him. 

As there is but one God, and one world in com- 
one 71100 to a M mankind, it holds the analogy, that 
ana one ' there Ihould be but one temple ; for likenefs is the 

conltant foundation of agreement. This temple 
ought to be common to all men, becaufe he is the 
common God of all men. 

His priefts are to be continually about his wor- 
fhip, over whom the fenioris to be perpetual ruler. 
Hisbufinefs is to offer facrifices to God, affifted by 
thofe who are joined with him ; to fee that the laws 
are obferved ; to determine controverfies ; and to 
punifh thofe who are convidted of injuftice. Such 
as do not fubmit to him, fhall be fubject to the 
fame punifhment as if he had been guilty of the 
greateft impiety. 

Abftrsftof In eating what has been offered in facrifice, we 
Mor« WS ° f mn ft avoid extending the liberty to a degree of 

gluttony and excefs ; forthat Being, who delights 
in fobriety and temperance, can never be pleafed 
with luxury and profufion. 

The prieft: begins his office with prayers for the 
general good of mankind, and after that to every 
man for bimfclf, as a part of the whole ; being weil 
aflured, that nothingis more acceptable in the fight 
of God, than mutual charity, tendernefs, and for- 
i bearance among mankind. 

When we offer up our prayers to Almighty God, 
we arc not to petition for wealth, honour, and the 
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which nature hath appointed ; not from regard to 
interelt, or the gratification of inordinate paffions, 
but for the procreation of children, and that with 
the confent of parents. The very attempt of an 
unnatural crime is puuifhed with death. 

The law further ordains, that the woman fhall be ^ fi A 
fubjedt, in all things, to her hulband, which multistat 
not be taken for a difpenfation to abufe her, but a ha,la2i 
provifion for the maintenance of decency and good 
order ; for God hath given the authority to the huf- 
band. The woman is to have no carnal knowledge 



of any other man, upon pain of death without 
mercy ; and he that abufes a betrothed virgin in- 
curs the fame penalty. It is the fame alfo in cafe of 
corrupting a married woman, or a mother of chil- 
dren. Our law is no lefs fevere upon thofe women 
who either conceal their children when they are 
brought into the world, or othervvife deftroy them. 
Purification is to be ufed after intercourfe of the 
fexes ; for which purpofe water is to be provided 
for the prefervation of a becoming decency and 
cleanlinefs. 

The law does not permit us to make fumpruous 
feftivalsat the births of our children, and thereby 
afford opportunity of drinking to excefs, but or-J^ 
dains that the earlieft period of our education fiiould ias 
be directed to the purpofes of fobriety. We are^Jj 
alfo enjoined to bring up our children to a general 
knowledge of things, but more cfpecially of law 
and hiftory ; the one to furnifli them with a perfe& 
acquaintance with their duty to God and man, 
and the other with great examples, to incite them 
to the imitation of noble actions. 

Care has alfo been taken of the decent burial of PflB?a 
the dead but without extravagant pomp in funeral faerto 
folcmnities, or fumptuous monuments. The law 
ordains that the neareft relatives Ihould perform the 
obfequics ; and that thofe who pais by when any one 
is conveying to the place of interment, Ihould at- 
tend the funeral, and join the lamentation. It alfo 
ordains that the houfe, and its inhabitants, fhould 
be purified after the funeral is over. Every one is 
dircdled not to deceive themfelves with the imagi- 
nation of being excufed by purification, if he hath 
been once guilty of murder. 

We are enjoined reverence to parents next to God* f h ^ 
himfelf ; and the law appoints ungrateful and dis- 
obedient, children to be (toned to death. The 
younger are commanded to pa}' refpedfc to their 
elders, as God was before all things. Secrecy 
among friends is prohibited, as friendlhip implies 
an entire confidence without any referve. Nay, 
where friendfhipis diffolved, we muft not be falfe, 
to a former truft. 

The judge who takes a b,ribe is to be punilhed 
with death, for countenancing the guilty, and op- 
prefiirvgthe innocent. He that difregards the pe- 
tition of an indigent perfon, when he is able to re- 
lieve him, is held guilty. No one is to touch the 
property of another. He that lends money muft 
not demand ufury. Thefe, and many others of the 
like kind, are the rules by which we are united in 
the bonds of fociety one with another. 



It may be worthy of our pains to enquire into the nujr w 
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equity our legillator would havens exercile in our g^ge* 
intercourfe with ftrangers ; whence it will appear, 
that he hath not been wanting in any thing that can 
tend to the public good, either by keeping us firm 
to our laws, or communicating the benefit of them 
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to others, who may bcdifpofed to cultivate a know- 
ledge of them- He receives, with open arms, all who 
come over to us, of every nation indifferently, pro- 
vided they agree in the lame common principles of 
life and manners. Thofe who come by accident, 
and without intent to join us, are not fuffered to 
intermix with us in our folemnities. But vvc are ob- 
liged to render them our beft offices in many in- 
ftances: as for example, if they fiiould want wa- 
ter, fire, wood, or the like, we are commanded to 
fupply them ; to fet an)' of them right who are out 
of their way ; and to give the dead a decent burial. 
Thefe are duties of humanity, and abftra£ted from 
the peculiar laws of our religion. 

jlstartof He prefcribes rules of moderation to be obferved 
vnr. towards enemies, to prevent the dreadful extremi- 
ties of fire and fword. His charity extends to the 
eafing of prifoners, and efpecially women ; nor 
would he fuffer dead bodies, that fell in battle, to 
be ftripped. 



cc publifli his notions concerning theDeity airiongft 
tc the ignorant multitude." Vet fome affirm that 
Plato writes like a man of vanity and licence. 

Lycurgus was a man eminent as a finifhed legif- 
lator j and the Spartans were commended for hav- 
ing continued in the firm obfervancc of his laws for 
a long {pace of time From thence it is inferred, 
that it is confcfledly a mark of virtue to fubmit to 
laws, lint then let thofe who admire and applaud 
this conftancv in the .Spartans remember, that their 
continuance in point of duration bears no compa- 
nion to that of ours. Let them alfo remember, 
that, though the Spartans maintained exatft obe- 
ence to their laws while they enjoyed their liberty, 
yet, when fortune abandoned them, they fell off, 
and abandoned their laws. 

4 

But it cannot be faid of us, that, under all the vi- 
ciflitudes of fortune which happened to us in Afia, 
where we were driven to the lall extremity, we ever 
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Such was his regard for the cultivation of tender departed from the laws and cuftoms of our fore- 
principles amongmen, that he recommended them fatlicrs. Nor can it be objedred to us, that we ever 

-° - - - ii coniulted either our eafe or our pleafure when call- 

ed upon to maintain them. Whoever compares the 
conditions of both parties, will find the labour and 
difficulties of the jews far exceed thofe of the Spar- 
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even to beafts, in allowing us no other power over 
them than for lawful and neceflary ufes* Domeftic 
creatures, brought up tame in our houfes, are to be 
Ipared ; nor, in other cafes, are the dams and the 
young to be deftroyed together, lieafts of labour 
and common ufe, are likewife to be forborne, 
though in fome refpedts mifchievous. 
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Thus hath our admirable law-giver contrived, by j 
every means, to teach us an equitable condudt, by 
fuch ftatutes as forcibly tend to that excellent pur- 
pofe ; while, at the fame time, he hath ordained 
that tranfgreffors (hall be punifhed with the utmoft 
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rigour. In capital offences the punifhment is no lefs 
than death ; for inftance, in murder, adultry, rapes, 
and unnatural pra&iccs : nor are any conditions, 
bond or free, exempt from the penalty, 

Doriciof We have our laws concerning weights and mea- 
coonon lures, and all forts of frauds in buying and felling, • 

nsnmra taking away another man's goods, or appropriate' 
admia. in©- to ourfelves what is not our own. Offenders of. 
this kind are punifhed with much more fe verity un- * 
der our laws than thofe of other nations. 

Blafphemy, or any aft of indiguity towards the 

Majefty of heaven, together with contumacious be- [ 

haviour towards parents,- incur the penalty of im- 

tf^^mediate death upon the very fpot where commit- 
ted. But the reward of conforming to thefe laws is 

not gold, filver, imperial crowns or precious (tones, 
but the teftimony of a good confeience, with the 
affurance of future blifs, founded not only on the 
predidlion of the legiflator, but thepromifc of in- 
fallible truth. In this confidence, therefore, they 
look upon death only as the blefled means of trans- 
porting them from this life to a better. This is 
evident from many occurrences in thehiftory of our 
anceftors, particularly the refolutiou with which 
they have undergone the moft excruciating tor- 
tures, rather than let fall one word to the diflionour 
of their profelfion. Suppofing now the Jews were 
a people never heard of upon the face of the earth, 
and there were no witnefles to the veneration we 
have conftantly paid to our laws, what opinion 
Tsejewj wou ^ c ' the Jews form, if an account was related to 
Kain all them of a people, in fome imaginary unknown land, 
wcmt«c$. w ] )0 j iac j fl- ooc j fi rm f Q m any ages to the religion, 

laws, and cuftoms of their predeceffors ? Would 
they not deem it matter of admiration, efpcciallj' 
thofe that are fo fickle and changeable themfelves ? 

Modern writers, on the fubjeft of political go- 
vernment, are much cenfured for having advanced 
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many abfurd and improbable ftories. 



Plato him- 

lyftem felf, the very oracle of the Greeks, and a man in 

•* 1,HC5, fmgular efteemforhis piety, wifdom, and virtue, as 

well as the excellency of his philofophy, is expofed 

to contempt and ridicule by arrogant pretenders, 

for his wild notions of government, as they term. 

them ; while thofe who perufe his writings with 

attention and candour will find them confonant both 

with reafon and nature. Plato himfelf ingeniouily 

confefles, that <6 it is not fafe for a wife man to 
No. 4i # 



tans; for they were expofed to no fervile offic 
but lived in their city at eafe, in the enjoyment 
repofe and plenty: Not\\ ithftanding thefe advan- 
tages, they went over to their enemies in frequent 
defertions, and, contrary to law, duty, and the 
common obligations of citizens and foldicrs^aincly 
delivered themfelves up with their arms, I cannot 
recollect more than one or two of our people that 
ever betrayed their canfe through fear of death. I 
mean not the death of a foldier fword in hand, and 
in the field of battle, but a death of exquifite cru- 
elty and torment, a calamity to which many of our 
nation have been expofed ; not, I apprehend, 
through hatred, but to try the experiment of fo 
heroic a conftancy ; and to try if there were fuch 
men in the world, as would endure the accuteft 
pains, rather than be guilty of any one word or 
aftion derogatory to the dignity o f their laws. 

Nor is this rcfolution in the Jews above all other The feveri- 
nations matter of furprize ; for our ordinary mode 

of living would be a kind of feverity to any other cipiine. 
fort of people ; I mean with refpe<fc to the fatigue 
of labour, hard fare, days of abflincnce, coarfe 
cloathing, hard lodging, and the like. Thefe peo- 
ple, in the fucceffes of a military life, would not 
brook the forbearance of meats prohibited, and 
many others of the fevereft reftriftions. Whereas 
it is our glory to refign ourfelves, with unchange- 
able conftancy, to the obedience of the laws of our 
country. Let the partiz-ans of Lyfnriachus and Mo- 

lon,, and other frivolous cenfors and perverters of 
youthful minds, perlift in their reproach and de- 
traction, while we areconfeious of difcharging our 
duty to God, our country, and ourfelves. 

It is our cuftom to keep firm in the obfervance of 
our own laws, but not to traduce thofe of others. 
Nay our legiflator hath exprefsly forbiddenus toof- 
fer the leaft indignity or contempt to the reputed 
gods of other nations, and this lie did from a reve- 
rence to the very name of a Deity. But we cannot 
remain altogether lilent, where it is both Ibeafy and , . 

/T - ° ~ i /y» • c ^ Fabulous 

neceiiary to confute the ailertions or our opponents, deities of 
and where, in truth, the work is done by other au- lheGrccl;s - 
thorities ready to our 3m mis. The mo ft admired a- 
mong tlieGrecksfor wifdom have heartily exclaim- 
ed againft the moft celebra ted of their poets, and ef- 
pecially their law-givers, for poifoning the minds 
of tlie common people with the impious do<fh'ine of 
a plurality of gods, advancing the account to what 
number they thought lit, and deriving their origin 
from what age and country they pleafe. Nay, they 
allot them their proper ftations and places like o- 
ther creatures ; for they have their fubterraneous 
gods, and their maritime gods; and the eldeft of the 
race, or family, they keep up in drains in the infer- 
nal regions. With refped to their celeftial gods, 

they give Jupiter tlie name of Father, but reprefent 
"a S a 
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him, in a/cion, as a tyrant ; itifomuch that his wife, 
his brother, anil the daughter of Ins own brain, en- 
tered into a con {piracy, according to the fiction, to 
clcftroy him, as he himfelf had ferveel his father. 



TPlits was the light in which all wife men held 
thofe^faljulous deities ; the idea being- fo ludicrous, 
that they could not entertain it without (corn and 
dcriftou. Some of their gods they reprefentcd as 
ftriplings, others in the prime of their youth and 
ftrength, and others as feniors, with long beards. 
They have their gods, or patrons, of mechanical 
arts or trades, as fmiths, weavers, harpers, archers, 
and fo on. They have their feuds and factions a- 
mong themfelves, and take part with mortals a- 
gain It one another. They receive wounds in the 
conteft, grieve and pine away under the anguifh of 
them. Nay, thefe pretended gods and god defies go 
farther (till, even to the horrid licence of amours and 

embraces, mdifferentlv with men and women. "What 



no ft rangers to the truth of what I have delivered, 
and entertain the fame exalted ideas of the Deity The Gr {e i 
that we do, and with as hearty a contempt of the tlf/f^ 
abfurd fables of their countrymen. Whence it was T cneraiJ ofl 



that Plato would fuffer no poets in his common- whhttl 
wealth; nay, he difmifled even Homer himfelf, J CWf 
tho* with all the honours of a poet laureat, left fa-, 
bles fhould deftroy right notions of thc'Dcity. 

This great man of all others comes nearcft to the 
example of Mofes, in the model of his common- 
wealth, where he charged all his fubjects to ftudy 
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was the cafe of their Jupiter himfelf, the father and 
prince of the whole train of gods? After feducing 
many goddefles, he fuffers them to be kept in pri- 
fon, or drowned in theTea. He is himfelf fo bound 
by fate, that he cannot fave his own offspring, nor 
can he bear their deaths without jfhedding tears. 



their laws, get them by heart, and not intermix 
with ftrangers ; but preferve their government in 
its original purity, and pay ftridl obedience to their 
ordinances and decrees. Apollonius Molon did not 
confidcr this, when he preferred his accufation a- 
gainft the Jews, for not joining and communicating 
with men of different perfuafions 3 as if, in that in- 
ftance, we were Angular ; whereas all people (ge- 
nerally fpeaking,) do the fame thing ; the Greeks 
themfelves, and the moft difcreet men amongft 
them too. 

The Lacedaemonians would admit no ftrangers 

among them ; norfo much as fuffer their citizens to JjJmorfS 
travel abroad, left they fhould contract fuch habits admit no 

What a train of lewd practices, and worfe confe- || as might tend to a diflolution of their laws. Per- ftr3D8CH - 

haps there may be caufe to cenfure this rigid feveri- 
ty, in debarring ftrangers the common privileges 
of fociety and commerce. But fo far are we from 
this uncharitable reftriction, that, tho' we do not 
interfere with the concerns of others, we are ready 
to entertain profeJytes, and receive thofc who are 
difpofed to join with us, which murt be acknow- 
ledged a certain indication of humanity. 

■ 

The Athenians, on the other hand, contrary to T|ieAfJi{ 
the cuftom of the Lacedaemonians, make it their 
glory to give admittance to all ftrangers; but ofJ^JJP* 
this I fuppofe Apollonius was ignorant . They are fo 
zealous for the honour of their gods, that it was 
made capital to let fall fo much as one irreverent 
word upon the fubject. On what account was So- 
crates put to death ? Not for betraying the com- 
monwealth, or burning their temples ; not for trea- 
fon or facriledge ; but for framing new oaths, by 
the direction, as he fuggefted, of a certain demon. 
Whether he was in jell or carneft is not known to p^. 
this day ; but for this he was tried, condemned, and-™ m,fc- 
put to death by poifon. He was alfo charged with theAtfcJ- 
propagating falfe doctrines, and endeavouring; to n:inl0 \ 
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lupplant the religion and laws of his country., i his religion, 
was the cafe of Socrates, a citizen of Athens. 

As another inftance of their rigour, Anaxagorasj 
the Glazomenian, was put to death, for affirming 
that the fun, which the Athenians thouHn to be a 



quences, in probability yet remained. Open viola- 
tion of the laws of decency not only committed but 
applauded by the gods ! If their fovercign, Jupiter 
himfelf, could not refift the wiles of an harlot, what 
are wc to expect from thepaflions and weakneffes 
of inferior deities? What fliall we fay, again, of 
gods affuming the forms of Ihepherds and mafons, 
and being made clofe prifoners in the infernal re- 
gions ? Can any man, endowed with common rea- 
son, but reprobate the inventors, the encouragers, 

and believers of thefe blafphemous flories ? In fome 
cafes they make gods of their paflions, as fear, mad- 
nefs, and the like, and then worfhip them in the 
v/orft of forms ; fo that there can be nothing fo 
fcandalous amongft men, but it may be introduced 
in the character of one of their gods ; nor is it fuf- 
iicicnt to deter the people from facrificing to the 
better fort of thefe monfters. They look upon their 
gods as the authors of good and evil, and confe- 
quenrly as their friends or their enemies, in pro- 
portion to the one or the other. Upon this confi- 
deration they deal with their deities as with the 
vileft of men, they worfhip and make them pre- 
ferits, for fear they fhould do them injury. 



The-rounJ ^ ut deferves our enquiry how mankind came to 
otiht'erroistay under fo many defperate and dangerous mif- 
•he^b" 3 ta ' ccs concerning the Deity. I fuppofe it to have 

been derived from the imperfect knowledge the 
heathen legiflators had, from the beginning, of the 
Divine nature ; or elfe from the want of commu- 
nicating to the world the notions they had of things, 
as matters of little moment, perhaps, in their opi- 
nion, and fo fuffered the poets and orators to in- 
troduce their own gods, and by this means con- 
founded their fyltem of politics with idle tales of 
uncouth deities, and (t range worfhip. 
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The ftatuariesand painters of Greece contributed 
hi a great meafure tothisabufe, by the liberty they 
took of reprefenting their gods in what fhape and 
figure the artift thought meet. They had their va- 
rietv in point of matter as well as form; fome 
working in plaifter, others in gold and ivory ; fome 
in fculpture, and others in colours ; and the laft 
H*cc, for the fake of novelty, was reputed the belt. 
As ttic old gods fell off, and went out of fafliion, 
they were infenlibly fuccceded by new ; and, upon 
the failure of one religion, another ftarted up. It 
was fo with temples, as one was laid in rubbifh, 
another was raifed out of the ruins of it, according 
to the fancy of the age ; whereas the true worfhip 
of the Almighty ought to be as unchangeable as 
his own nature. 



, — — tj — — — 

god, was a ball of fire. A talent reward was offered 
by proclamation to any man that would bring in 
the head of Diagoras, of Melcs, for ridiculing the 
myfteries of their religion. They w ould have pro- 
ceeded in like manner with Protagoras, if he had 
not made his efcape in due time. His pretended 
crime was the writing of a tract, wherein he deli- 
vered himfelf ambiguoufly of the gods of the Athe- 
nians. But why fhould we wonder at their treat- 
ing men with this feverity, when the women them- 
felves were not fpared ? For inftance, they put a 
prieftefs to death, upon an accufation of worfhip- 
ing ftrange gods. It was made death alfo for any 
man to introduce a foreign religion. What there- 
fore can be more evident, than that, fo far as thefe 



laws were in force, the people could haveno faith 
in other gods. Befides, if they had, they would 
never have deprived themfelves of the comfort and 
benefit of their favour. 

The Scythians themfelves, though the moft bar-ite*" 1 *' 
barous and brutal people upon the face of the earth, oB,Scr * ■ 



Apollonius Molon was puerile, weak, and fuper- 
freial in his underftanding ; but thofe among the 
Greeks, who defer vc the name of philofophers,are 



were fo fcrnpulous of preferving the myfteries of thcr^j 
their profeffion, that they flew Anacharfis.a man of* u 
eminent parts, only for fpeaking too reverently of 
the gods of the Greeks. We read like wife, that 
many amongft the Perfians fuffered death upon the 
fame account. Apollonius Molon was attached to 
the laws and cuftoms of the Perfians, and one that 
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held them in admiration, as well ns the Greeks, for 
their firninefs and agreement in the matter of wor- 
Jhip* <is exemplified in the burning of their tem- 
j/les. Molon had not only a good opinion of their 
cuftoms, hut, in fome degree, imitated them in the 
extravagant liberties he tookwith other nienswives, 
and the cruekieshecxerci fed towards theirchildren; 
barbarities that are declared death by our laws, 
though committed upon any of the brute creation. 

Such is the veneration we have for the observance 
of thefe laws, that neither power, profit, fear, or 
any other consideration, can divert, or deter us 
from the confeientiousdifcharge of our duty. Nor 
have we exerted ourfelvesin military exploits from 
motives of ambition or avarice, but for the fup- 
port and maintenance of our lawful rights. We 
have fummitted to every kind of outrage with pa- 
tience and refignation ; but we feel moll fenfihly for 
every violation of our laws, and are thereby ren- 
dered daringand obftinate to the laft degree. What 
reafon can we have for defiring to imitate the cus- 
toms of other nations, which we fee abandoned by 
their very founders ? Why do not the Spartans 
abandon their inhofpitality, as well as their con- 
tempt of matrimony ? And the people of Elis and 
Thebes their abominable propenfities ? The moft 
fhamcful practices generally prevailed among the 
r* .1 ^: : ,Y i \ l connivance 5 and they afcribed to 

Js the gratification of the moft cri- 



1 \ ii.it lhall be faid of thofe legiflators who have 
been more affiduous in deviling means for the es- 
cape of m alefactors, than for bringing them to con- 
dign punifiiment, compounding for a fine in cafes 
of adultery, and atoning for debauchery by mar- 
riage ? It would be endlefs to recount the tempta- 



a * * 

But the matter of nreatcft admiration, is that our 
laws have ho baits of pica Jure to allure men, but 
prevail through their own force, and feem to 
pervade the human mind as the Almighty pervades 
the univcrfe. Thofe who look into their own 
country, or their own families, will bear teftimony 
to my aflertion. Can there be any propriety then 
in the idea of changing our old laws for new ones ? 
11 not, let the reproach eeafe. We are not actua- 
ted by a malevolent and en \ ions principle, but a 
veneration we have for the memory of our pro- 
phet, and in full perlualion of his divine authori- 
ty. If we were not fully convinced of the intrinfic 
excellence of our laws, the great number of their 
admirers and nrofelfors would be iufficient to give 
us an high cfleem for them. I have treated on 
this fiibjeft more copioufly in my Antiquities, and 
therefore only hint now what is neceflary for my 
prefent purpofe, without any deiign of deprecia- 
ting the laws of other nations, or making a 
panegyric upon thofe of our own, but folely for 
the vindication of truth a gain ft calumny and in- 
jufticci 

» 

■ 

* 

To draw towards a conclufion : I prefume I have 
(ufficiently compleatcd what I propofed in writing 
thefe books ; for whereas our accufers have pre- 
tended that our nation Is of late date, I have de- 
monstrated the antiquity of their origin. I have 
likewife produced feveral eminent authorities, that 
make honourable mention of us in their annals. 
I have inconteftiblv refuted the alfertion, that our 
anceftors came originally out of Egypt ; and, with 
refped: to. the fable of our being expelled for epi- 
demic maladies, I have rendered it evident, on the 
contrary, that they cut their way through troops 
of their enemies into their own country.. There 
are thofe who afperfe the chara&er of Mofes, in 



lions to fwerve from the rules of piety and virtue, oppofition to the concurrent teftimony of feveral 
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that are thrown out to the unwary by thefe compe- 
titions, even to the total fubverfion of their laws. 

But nothing of tliiskind ispermitted ambngft us; 
for, though we be deprived of our wealth, our cities, 
and every thing we hold moft dear, our laws conti- 
nues inviolate, and immutably the fame. Now if 
this be our difpofition towards our laws, and that 
from their in trinfic value, let our enemies make this 
confelfibn, that they are moft excellent. If they 
deny us thisrequifltion, we demand of them where- 
fore they negleft the obfervancc of their own laws, 
which they efteem fo far fuperior to ours ? 

Time is the (are ft touchftone in all human cafes ; 
nor is there a more convincing proof of the good- 
nefs of a law than the antiquity of it. We there- 
fore caft our caufc upon that iflue for the honour of 
our legiflator, and of the laws themfelves with re- 
gard to God's holy worfhip. It will be granted us 
that Mofes was the firft legiflator for many ages, 
and that as our laws had their origin thence, fo 
they were followed and imitated, more or lefs, by 
all other nations. That the generality of the an- 
cient Greeks had, in appearance, their own pecu- 
liar laws, I admit; but their philofophers held the 
fame notions of the Deity with us, and inculcated 
the fame doctrines of life and manners. 

Such is the reputation we have held in the world 
for our religion and politics, that there is hardly any 
nation, either Greek or barbarian, that does not 
a& in fome conformity to our example, either in 
the obfervance of our feventh day's fabbath, the 
nfe of lamps, the celebration of fafts, or abftinence 
from certain meats ; as alfo in matters of humani- 
ty, charitable agreement in fociety, indefatigable 
labour and induftry, and an invincible conftancy 
in fuftering for the truth. In fome of thefe parti- 
cular inftances they feverally imitate us. 



s. 



ages to his immortal honour. 

In vindication of our laws, more words arc fuper- 
fluous. Thofe who read andunderftand them,muft TAeten- 
be convinced of the piety and wifdom of their in IK- the Jewish 
tution. 'i'hey are declared enemies to iniquity, ,aw 
luxury, and faction ; promoters of peace, charity, 
induftry, and juftice . They allow of no war found- 
ed on ambition or avarice ; nor do they approve 
of returning evil for evil. They infpire valour and 
refolution in the defence of the dearefi: rights «of 
mankind. They are vigorous in the punifhment of 
malefa&ors ; and point out that actions, not words, 
are the ftandard of merit. 

From thefe premifes I may jurtly conclude, that 
we have the moft perfect laws extant For what 
can be more excellent than unfeigned pictv towards 
God ? What more reafonable than fubmilfion to 
laws ? What more beneficial than union in profpe- 
rity, and a well cemented friendfhip in adverfity I 
a dauntlefs refolution in arduous exploits ? a fe- 
duloiis application to arts and husbandry in times 
of peace ? and finally, a perpetual confeioufnefs of 
an omni-prefent, omnifcient, and fuperintending 
Providence ? 

If thefe precepts had been written at firft, or 
more exactly retained by any others before us, we 
Ihould owe them thanks, as difciples owe their tu- 
tors. But if it is evident that we derived them from 
no foreign origin, and that the inftitution of them 
is our own, that, from time to time, we have 
handed them down, as the precife and invariable 
rules of our profeflion and praSice, let Apion, 
Molon, and the whole tribe of calumniators and 
detradtors, ftand confuted. I have compleated my 
deiign, iu dedicating to thee, and others, moft 
excellent Epaphroditus, an authentic hiftory of 
our nation. 
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(lying in defence of truth and virtue, among whom 
I apprehend none arc more confpicuous, or more 
defcrvedly admired, than thofe of our country, 
Eleazar, and the feven brethren martyred with their 
mother. Theft, defpifing the mod exquifite tor- 
tures, and perftvering even unto death, have incon- 
teftibly proved the command of reafon over the 
paflions : I mean thofe of the fenftlive kind, asbc- 
fore alluded to. I /hall endeavour to give juffc 
commendations to theft brave men, and their in- 
comparable mother, for their immoveable con- 
ftanc v ; and totranfmit their names with honour to 
pofterity, for their ftedfaft adherence to virtue and 
their duty. Theft men excited the admiration not 
only of thofe who were indifferent fpedtators, or 
readers, of their fufferings* but even of their very 
enemies, and moftprejudiced*tormentors,who ftood 
amazed at the courage and patience which their 
own implacable malice exercifed after fo inhuman 
and barbarous a manner. Thus they became the 
means of releafing their nation from oppreflion, 
conquering the rage of a tyrant by their fufferings, 
and becoming a fa orifice of expiation for their 
country. 

The method in which I propofe to proceed, will 
be, firft, to make fome general remarks on the 
point in debate, and then attend to this particular 
iniiancc, giving glory to God, the fountain of 
wifdom, who hath been pleaftd to leave fuch un- 
deniable evidence of this truth in the perfons whole 
virtues I am now about to celebrate. 

The qucftion to be rcfolved is plainly this. Whe- 
ther reafon can controul and <>overn the paflions ? 
In order thereto it will be nccellary to explain what 
is to be underftood by reafon, what by pa (Hon, how 
many fpecies there are of paflions, and whether 
reafon bears fway over them ail. 

By reafon then I underftand the intellectual fa- 
fubdue the paflions, I could demonftate by a va- II culty improved and rightly guided by reflection. 
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S my deiign, in this difcourft,is tofhevv that 
reafon is the perfection of wifdom, and ru- 
ler of the paflions, when duly improved by 
ftudy and religion, I cannot but exhort my 
readers to apply th^piftlves, with the utmofl affi- 
duity, to the attainment of knowledge, the moll 
important of all acquisitions. Reafon isanecefTary 
preliminary to knowledge, in which, if we excel, 
we may be fa id to excel in the nobleft and moft 
eomprehenfivc of all virtues, which is prudence. 
It is reafon alone that can effectually re (train the 
inordinate affections of the mind, correct die de- 
pravity of nature, and thofe corrupt inclinations 
which arc oppofed to the love and practice of vir- 
tue. That branch or degree of it which fubdues 
the paflions of anger, fear, and grief, and whate- 
ver elfe enervates the mind, may properly be deno- 
minated fortitude. 

To this it may perhaps be objected, if reafon has 
this dominion over the paflions, or perturbations of 
the mind, why has it not the fame controuling power 
over ignorance and forgetfulnefs? This is a frivolous 
objection, and foreign to the cafe in point ; for when 
we affirm that reafon has a controuling power over 
the paflions, we mean thofe defects of nature only as 
are oppofite to juflice, temperance, and fortitude, 
all which are of a diltinCt kind, and belong to the 
fen fitive foul ; butnot fuch as are defeCts peculiar to 
itfelf, and appertain to the rational fyflem. Again, 
in this objection the nature of this fovereignty is 
mifrepreftn ted ; for we do not mean that reafon en- 
tirely removes thofe affeCtions, but does not fo far 
fubmit as to fuffer itfelf to be vanquiflied by them. 

That it is in the power of reafon to command and 



riety of arguments, but f hall, at prefent,confinc my- 
felf to the moft approved and undeniable one, mat- 



preferring a life conducted by wifdom and truth. 
By wifdom I underftand the knowledge of divine 



tcr of fact. I mean the example of perfons who 'I and human affairs, and the true caufes and grounds 
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of each, fuch as we attain by the difcipline and in- 
llrutfion of the laws, which teaches us to embrace 
thofe truths which relate to God withrevercnce,and 

thofe refpeCtingmen as things directed to, and de- 
figned for, the benefit of mankind. Wifdom may 

be divided into four particular branches ; Prudence, 
Juftice, Fortitude, and Temperance. Thcnobleft 
and molt eompreheiifive of thefe is prudence, be- 
caufe reafon, through its afliftance and influence, 
attains dominion over thepalfions. 

■ 

The paffions that arc mod general are two, plea- 
lure and pain, each of which acts upon the body 
and foul. Inthcfc two patlions of pleafurc and pain 
are comprehended many others. Thus, in thein- 
ftance of pleafurc, it is preceded by defire, and fol- 
lowed by joy. In that of pain, it is preceded by 
fear, and followed by furrow. 

Anger is a mixed paffion, between pleafure and 
pain, of which thofe muft be fenfible who mi- 
nutely obferve how they are affected by it. In plea- 
furc is comprehended abafeand wicked affection, 
which of all the pa/lions is the moft diffufivc. In 
the mind are avarice, envy and contention ; in the 
body greedinefs and fordidnefs. Pleafure and pain, 
like certain branches growingout of the body, have 
feveral fcions, which reafon, like the common huf- 
bandman, by lopping, tying up, watering, tranf- 
pofing, and ordering, corrects in their nature, and 
tames their wildnefs. 

virtues, and governefs of the paffions. That this | 
is not affirmed without ground, is evident from the 
mighty effect it has in matters where the virtue of 
tcmpcranceisobftructcd. Temperance reftrains the { 



Reafon is the guide of the 



* 

• * * 

make them examples whem they do amifs : and 
laftly, over-kindnefs to our friends^ in directing us 
to reprove their vices. In confirmation of this 
truth, it is further to be obferved, that reafon, 
when influenced by the law, overcomes hatred to Dcur.xx, 
enemies; for it prohibits the cutting down their i£ 0 i1xxk 
fruit-trees : it orders us to reftore to our enemies 4. f« 
things which they have loft, and to heJp their cat- 
tle wheii fallen and in diftrefs. 

Further, it is evident that reafon bears fway over 
the more violent paJlions, fuch as ambition," vain- 
glory, and envy ; for all thefe unfeemly difpofitions 
are removed and fubilued by a mind, inftru (ted by 
found reafon ; asis anger alfo, though the molt un- 
governable of all paflions. If this were not the 
cafe, how could our wife anceftor Jacob fo feverely 
condemn that fact of his .Sons, Simeon and Levi, 
when they, contrary to reafon, utterly deftroyed the 
whole race of the Shechemites ? faying, in abhor- Gen.xxxw- 
rence of their intemperate rage r <c Curfed be their Gcn xlix *7 
anger, for it was fierce ; and their wrath, for it was 
cruel/' Kehacl certainly no view in (peaking thus, 
unlefs pcrfuaded that reafon was able to conquer 
wrath. 
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fomcof which belong to the foul, others to j j 

thr body ; both of which are under the government 
of reafon. 



HEN God created man, and endued him with 
reafon and a freedom of will, he, at the fame 
time, implanted in his nature variety of paffions and 
difpofitions, and fct his intellectual mind upon the 
throne, to exercife government over all the fenfual 
appetites within. He then impofed a law as arule v 
whcrebvhe misrht direct himfclf, and lead a life of 



When our appetites incline to fuchfifh, 
foul, or other delicious foods as are forbidden by 
our laws, and we abftain from them upon that very 
ac er unt, this is a demonftrative proof of the do- 
minion of reafon over the paffions. For the im- 
pulfe of the appetite, by the afliftance of reafon, is 
reflrrained, and all the motions of the body are 
bridled by its coercive power. 



CHAP. II. 



BUT this is a matter of fmall weight when com- 
pared with the more ftimulating de fires of the 
mind, cfpecially thofe that are excited by beauty. 

Gt six' J°^ e P^ a cquired immortal renown for conquering 
n lx, his paffion by the ftandard of reafon and found re- 
flection, though in the bloom of years, and urged 
by the united impulfcpf -beauty and importunity* 
It is not the mere allaying the fury of vehement 
purf hits after pleafure, and abftaining from the im- 
pure act, that reafon can or ought to do, lince it is 
plain our very inclinations are under its jurifdiction ; 
otherwifcthe law would have been moft abfurd in 
laying upon us a command fo impracticable as- 
that, tc Thou (halt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor any thing that is thy neighbour's." Now it is 
evident that when the law forbids us to covet at all. 
it more ftrongly implies that reafon is able to curb 
and conquer our defires. And thus it is not only in 
thofe things which are oppofite to the virtues of 
temperance, but juftice alfo. Otherwife what re- 
medy could there be for reforming the luxurious, 
avaricious, or fordid man ? When a man, of a co- 
vetous difpofition, is prevailed upon to conform to 
the precepts of our law, he reftrains his delires, 
f lends to the poor without taking ufury, and remits 
;* oJ -«ii.the debt at the year of jubilee ; and though he be 
Uv »'«v\ ever fo frugal, yet he is obliged by this law, neither 

to gather in the fruits of his ficid or his vineyard 
in the fabbaticyear. 

Many other inftances might be produced to fliew 
that reafon governs our paflions: for the law, in 
fome cafes, exercifes dominion over nutural affec- 
tions toparents; forbidding us, for their fakes, to 
betray the caufe of truth and virtue : fo it does 
over tendernefs to our wives, commanding us to 
punifh them for the tranfgrefllons of their duty : 
fo again over love to our children, enjoining us to 



temperance^ juftice, and goodnefs. What ground 
can there be then for thatobjection, whichmakes a 
doubt w hether reafon can mailer the paffions, be- 
caufcit does not appear that it attains to abfolute 
dominion over forgctfulnefs and ignorance ? We 
are not to expect that reafon fhould totally exempt 
us from all evil difpofitions ; but it will aid us in! 
our conflicts with fuch difpofitions ; it being the 
proper office of reafon not to change, bu t aflift na- 
ture ; not to be a deftroyer but an auxiliary . 

This matter may receive fome illuftration from 
I the example of David. We read that, after hav- 2 s am xx iii 
j ing engaged a whole day with an army of Philif- 
tincs, and made great llanghtcr among them, the 
king retired in the evening into the royal tent, fa- 
tigued and fpent, where all the forces of our fore- 
fathers were encamped around him. The reft of 
thecompany refrefhed themfel ves contentedly; but 
the king being exceeding thirfty, could not latisfy 
his appetite with any water drawn out of thofe 
fprings of which they had plenty. An inconlide- 
rate defire feized him to drink of the water fetched 
from the enemies garrifon. HereupoiHbnre of his 
officers, defiroub of fatisfying him, armed them- 
felves, took a veffel, broke through the enemies 
trenches, palled their guards, fought out the well 



of Bethlehem, and thence brought to the king the 
water he fo ardently delircd. Rut David, though 
parched with thirft, recollecting how inhuman and 
dangerous a thing it would be to gratify his ap- 
petite at the hazard of mens lives, and that drink- 
ing the water would be in effect to drink blood, 
oppofed reafon to inclination, and made a libation 
of it to the Deity. 

Thus a mind, ft r icily temperate and wife, can over- 
come the itnpulfe or the paflions, cxtinguifii the 
flames of the molt furious dciircs, contend with the 
moft exquifite bodily pains, and, in fine, quell all the 
perturbations that difcompofc the human frame, by 
a Iteady principle of virtue But it now becomes 
neceflary to confirm this argument, by demonftra- 
tive proofs of this power of reafon exemplified by 
practice, of which our forefathers have given un- 
deniable inftances When, through ftrict obfervanqe 
of their laws, they had ingratiated themfclves with 
foreign princes, and prevailed upon Seleucus Nica- 
noi\ king of Afia, fo far, that he fet apart a portion 
of his public revenues to defray the expencc of the 
facrifices, as highly approving their inftitutions, it aMacc - lu * 
happened, after this profound tranquility, fome of 
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them were brought under various ami fevcre trial:i $ 



by the ill offices of wicked men, whocHfturbcd the 
public peace in the manner hereafter related* 
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Certain man, named Simon, creating a quarrel 
with Onias, who was higb-prieft for life, and 
a man of the greateft integrity, after having en- 
deavoured to vilify his character by the foul c it ai- 
periions, and finding his attempts vain to Icfien him 
in the efteem of the people, fled to a foreign court, 
with wicked intent to betray his country. He ac- 
cordingly applied to Apollonius, who was then go- 
vernor of Syria and Phoenicia, and told him, that, 
from his great zeal for the king his matter, he was 



f * 

vcrcft ihrcntcnings and pnuifknicms were fo f«r 
defpifed, that even the women (who continued 
the practice of circumcWing their children) were 
caft down headlong from the walls of the city, 
(though they knew what they were to fuffcr,) lie 
was fo amazed at the little regard {hewn to his 



authority, that he came in perfon, and by torment 
compelled thofe that were brought before him, to 
eat of meats unclean and forbidden by the law, and 
thus abjure the religion of their country. 



CHAP. V, 



w 



HEN Antiochus, that curfed tyrant, had 
fcated himfelf upon a tribunal, furrounded 



come to make a difcovery of avaft fum of money b y his counfellors, and a ftrong body of armed men, 

~ " ~ he commanded many of the Hebrews to be brought 

byforce before him, and compelled them to eat of 

fwine's flefh, and meats offered to idols, upon paiti 
of the torture in cafe of refufal. After many had 
been thus barbaroiifly treated, a certain man, named 
Eleazar of the family of the priefts, by profeffion 
a lawyer, f \r advanced in years, and known to fe- 
veral who flood rofmd the tyrant, was brought be- 
fore him. Annochus obferving the venerable fage, 
thus addreffed him : 



Jerufale 

priated to the temple, or employed to any public 
life, but wealth hoarded up by private men, and 
therefore of courfe the right of Seleucus* Apol- 
lonius having received this account, commended 
Simon's zeal for the king's fervice, waited uponSe- 
leucus, and imparted to him the fecrct. Upon this 
information he foon obtained' a commiflion from 
the king, and marched into our country, bringing 
with him the trailer Simon, and a very powerful 
arm v. 



Upon his arrival, he gave out, that he came, by 
order of the king, to remove the private money 
that was in the facred treafury. The nation taking 
alarm, and complaining of it as an horrible injul- 
tice to deprive thofe of their money who had depo- 
sited it in the facred treafury, refitted the officer as 
much as they were able. But Apollonius, with 
menaces of force, made up to the temple. The 
priefts, upon this, with their wives and children, 
proftrating themfelves before the facred place, 
implored the Almighty to defend his own temple 
from prophanation and contempt. 

* 

Apollonius ftill perfifting, and entering the place 
with a body of armed men, as he was about to feize 
upon the treafury, behold angels from heaven 
fuddetxly appeared, mounted onhorfes, clad in fhin- 
ing armour, and ftruck Apollonius and his foldiers 
with fear and trembling. The governor fell to the 
ground in the court of the Gentiles, ltretching out 
his hands to heaven, and fupplieating the Hebrews, 
with many tears, to offer their prayers for him, that 
he might not be deftroy ed by that tremendous hoft. 
The high-prieft Onias, moved with compa/fion, 
and fearing left Seleucus fliould impute the death 
of Apollonius to human treachery, granted his re- 
quelt ; fo that being miraculoufly faved, he return- 
ed back to the king, and related to him the parti- 
culars that had befallen him. 



But king Seleucus dying foon after, he was fuc- 
ceeded on the throne by his fon Antiochus, a man 
of an imperious and favage difpofition, who de- 
prived Onias of the prieflhood, and put into that 
office his brother Jafon, upon a compaft of an an- 
nual tribute of three thoufand fixhundred and fixty 
talents, which he had covenanted to pay him. The 
king having conftituted this Jafon fuperintendant, 
not only over ecclefiaftical matters, as high-prieft, 
but alfo over civil affairs, he put our nation under 
fevere trials, and, by introducing new cuftoms, 
contrary to the law, hurried them into all manner 
of impurity. He not only inftituted Grecian games 
hi our metropolis, but abolifhed the ufc of the 
temple, infomuch that the Divine vengeance being 
provoked, Antiochus was ftirred up to make war 
*- again ft the Jews. Being engaged in an expedition 
againft Ptolemy, king of Egypt, and informed, at 
the fame time, that fome of the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem had exprefTedjoy at the report of his being 
dead, he turned his forces that way, and made great 
havock among' them, publishing withal an edidb, 
forbiding any of them to obferve the cuftoms of 
their country, upon pain of death. Finding this 
edi& had not its intended effeft, but that all his fe- 



<c Before I proceed to ufe any feverity, let me 
44 advife thee, reverend old man, to fave thy own 
44 life, by fubmitting to eat of fwine's flefli ; for I 
" P a y great refpeA to thy age and grey hairs ; and 
44 am fUrprized that the experience of fo many 
" years (hould not have made thee wifer than (till 
cc to perfevere in the Jewifh fuperftition. It feems? 

to me a moft unreafonable thing for men to 
" abridge themfelves of any innocent plcafurcs, 
c< andgreat injuftice to themfelves, and ingratitude 
cc to nature, to refufe any of thofe enjoyments 
u which her bounty hath provided for us. Why 
tc fhouldeft thou then expre/s fuch abhorrence of 
61 that moft delicious of all meats, which feems, in 
" the flefh of fwine, to have been defigned as our 
6C belt entertainment, and a lingular favour ? This 
<c may in others feem fomewhat more excufable ; 
4C but in you, who are a. perfon of better judgment, 
4C it would be a moft unaccountable folly, to be 
44 prejudiced by a falfe and empty notion of reli- 
4C gion ; and for an idle fancy to contemn my au- 
44 thority, and draw a needlefs punifhment upon 
44 your own head : wilt not thou then fuffer thine 
44 eyes to be opened, and be awakened out of this 
44 dream of thy peculiar perfuafion, and fet thyfelf 
44 free from the bondage of fo morofe and lingular 
4t a notion ? Will this friendly expoftulatioh pre- 
44 vail for no deference to be paid my kindriefs ? 
44 and the compafliou I have for thy age, move 
44 thee to no companion upon thyfelf? Methinks it 
"fliould; for though what I have laid does not 
44 convince thee of the vanity of thy opinion in this' 
4t point, yet you muft needs allow, that if there be 
44 a power above, which does, as you fuppofc, re- 
44 quire the obfervance of this religion, that power 
44 hath fo much goodnefs as to pardon the tranf- 
4C greflion of his laws, when it is not tlie offender's 
44 own a£l and choice, but the effect of force and 
44 pure conftraint." 

Eleazar, having duly attended to thefe words, 
entreated of the king permifljon ro fpeak for him- 
felf, which being granted, he ftood forth, and, in 
the prefence of the whole alfembly, (poke to the 
following effect : 

44 Know, Sire, that we, who are fully convinced 
" that it is our duty, in all things, to behave our- 
44 reives according to the law given us by God, are 
44 perfectly perfuaded, that no rieceffity can mor 
C4 oblige us, no force be ftronger upon us, than that 
44 by which we ftand bound to obey hi* law ; and 
44 for this rcafon we think our ailing contrary to it, 
44 cannot be difpenfed with on any tcrmS vvhatfo- 
44 ever. Nay, though our law were not, as you are 
44 plcafcd to fuggeft, really divine, yet, Sire, 
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14 inuft crave leave to fay, that, folong ris we con- 
* 4 tinue to believe it divine, that very perfusion 
44 ought to be an effectual reltraint upon us from 
44 violating, or thinking meanly of, any religious 
4 * ordinances eftablifhcd by it. Do not therefore 
<4 imagine, if we fhould fubmit to defile ourfelvcS 



4 

tors flood in admiration of his extraordinary mag- 
nanimity, and wondered to find fo noble a foul in 4 
body fo aged and infirm. At length fome of them, 
touched with companion at hi* decrcpid ape, and 

moved by remembrance of ancient friendflup, t litis 
add re/Ted him : 



44 by unclean meats, that this would be deemed a 
44 fmall and pardonable fault. For the prefump- 
u tion of the offender is the fame, and the autho- 
u rity of the law equally infulted* be the in (Vance hi 
* 4 which a man tranfgreffes greater or lefs. The 
14 fa£t itfclf makes no difference in point of guilt. 
44 You were pleafed, Sire, to (peak coritemptuoufly 
44 of our religion, as an inftitutioh unbecoming 
" men of reafon and philofophy. But I mud bfc 
14 bold to fay, it is the beft and riioft cortfumnlate 
44 philofophy ; for it teaches us temperance, the 
44 conqueft of our paflions arid defires^ and fets us 
14 above all our pleafures. It trains us up in the 
44 exercife of fortitude, and Commands us to uii- 
u dergo all manner of pain willingly and chear- 
44 fully. It teaches us the mod exaftjttftice ; and 

4£ orders us to confine our worfhip and abfolute re- II 44 example to others ! tfc ptirchafe a little remainder 
44 verence to the one true God, where alone they 44 of life) at the expenfee of foiildiffimulation, and 
44 are of right due. Upon* this aefcount we dare 44 live that little with the fctira'arid deHfl&n^of alf 



44 Why doft thou thus, for no manner of reafon; 
44 expofe thyfelf to all tlieie fufterings ? Permit us, 
44 Elcafcar, to fet before thee forne lawful and clean 
* 4 meats ; and do thou make as though thou didft 
44 eat fwine's flelh, according to the king's com- 
" mand ; fodialt thou fave thy life, and yet commit 
44 no^ickedttefs." ButEleazar refolutely ahfwered, 
44 Far be it from us, who are children of Abraham^ 
44 tb be guilty of fuch cowardice and wicked fub- 
44 tility, by fo nrtuch as feeming to do an a& that does 
44 not bccbmfc usi How abfurd would it be for me, 
44 wndhaveleda lifeoffinfcerity arid truth hitherto, 
* 4 and preferved my reputatid"n;free from blemifh v 
44 by a ftridt obfervation of the law, to change rny 
44 eourfe now in extremd old a£e, and fet ah ill 



44 not eat things prohibited and unclean ; for we 
iL are fully perfuaded that God, who created our 
4C nature, had due regard to it ; that the very in- 
" ftitution of this law wasfo far from a hardfhip, 
44 as in itfelf to be an aft of goodnefs and mercy, 
44 and that the things forbidden are hurtful to our 
44 fouls ; whereas thofe allowed for food are ufeful 
44 and convenient. It is therefore the very extre- 
'* mity of tyranny to force us not only to lin againft 
44 our law, but to eat that which is therefore* not 
44 allowed us becaufe of a-qtiality not fit to: be 
44 eaten. But this is a fort of triumph^hieh I 
" fliall never give you over me. Nor mud Ifalfify 
44 the folemn oaths, and only engagements, where- 
u by our anceftors have bound themfeives, and their 
44 pofterity, to the faithful obfervance of this law? 
41 not though you fhould command my eyes" to be 
44 put out, and my bowels' to be burnt. Old age 
44 hath not fo impaired my mind, or enfeebled my 
44 body, but that, when religion and duty call me 
44 to it, my reafon can yet approve itfelf youthful 
44 and vigorous. If this reply provoke you, pre- 
44 pare yourinftruments of torture, and heat your 
44 furnace hotter ftill : all that fliall not move me to 
44 fpare my old age, fo as, for the faving my per- 
14 fon, to violate the law of my country and my 
44 God. That holy law, to which I owe my in- 
4t ftru&ion, I will never defert. Thou deareft of 
44 all virtues, temperance, by which we preferve 
44 our native fovereignty over our appetites, I 
44 will never abjure thee ; thou beft of all philo- 
44 fophy, I will never difgrace thee. Thou holy 
44 order of priefthood, and ftudy of the law, I will 
44 neither forego, or be a blemifh to you. My 
44 anceftors fliall find me come to you pure and 
44 conftant ; a foul as free from fuch a ftain as un- 
44 daunted under all manner of torments, even 
41 unto death. " 




CHAP. VI. 

» 

LEAZAR, having made this noble and fpirUed 
reply to the tyrant's exhortation, was dragged 
by the guards that ftood round to the crueleft tor- 
ments. They pulled off the old man's garment, the 
venerable habit of his religion, and having bound 
both his hands behind him, unmercifully fcourged 
him ; an officer calling out at every ftroke, 44 Obey 
theking's commands." ThebraveEleazarfuftained 
his torment as if he had been in a dream, without 
deviating a title from his profeflion. The good old 
man ftood with his eyes uplifted to heaven, while 



ground, till,, 



sued down from his body to the 
o-er able to fuftain the torments, 



he fell upon the^S^ement : but this was owing to 
bodily infirmity ; for his mind was as conftant and 
refolute as ever. Upon this one of the guards 
ftamped upon him in order to raife him. Still he 
bore their barbarous infolence, and, with furprizing 
conftancy, fuffered their ftripes, till his very tormen- 



44 the world, for my fear and bafe compliance?" 
When r thfey perceived h iinthUs ; refolute a r nd inflexi- 
ble, and thkt their pity could : have ivo influence rip- 
orihim, they changed their difpbfitibn^ arid brought 
him to the fire. Thfcrc they a^'plied'riew inftru- 
ments fcf tdHiire, threw him upbri the fuel,' and, as 
he burnt, poured fcalcling and miufebus liquors tip 
his noftrils; Burnt 16 the very bondi and read V to 
expire^: he lifted up hifreyes to heaVen,' arid laid, 
i€ Thoufeeft, my God, the miferie3l'eiidifre»- and 
tC that I chufe to die by. fire and torment, for the 
44 fake of thy law, when i{ w^s in my power to pre- 
44 ferve my life for tranfgeffirig it.' Be thou, there- 
44 fore, gracious, O Lord, to thy own people, and 
44 let the. yen ge.a.nqe j: exec utecj ^on; me^fiiffice fot 
44 \yhap they Ija^dsferyed. ^.Mak^ahpu my blood 
« a puri^qatiqn^or- tKqm life in^ 

44 ftead.qf t\xe\r Jives." :^Vit]^,thc/<a\yard^^ 
map ; gave;U£ the ghqft; ^. j. : "* 
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Hence itis eyiden} that reafon, InTtprayejJ by reli-i 
gion, has command over the paflions ;* ifjt were 
otherwifev it is to thefp that the $raife. of thjs noble 
teftimpny to truth and conftant virti^e-ougltt to be 
afcribed.: But fince, frqm this inftance^ it?a|>pears 
plaii? that.the former was vi^oripus^w^ eannqt^ith: 
truth, de;iy that reafon isr the governing principle i 
and T indeed, it is moft equitable to cqnfefs the fame; 
after fo full a deinonftration .not only, of bodily 
pains,but Hkewife of pleafures too, refilledand van- 
quifhed ; for the undeyiating tendency of our paf- 
fions is to indulge pleaiure and decline paiii. . . 



C H A P. VII. 



OUR reverend father Eleazar may be deemed a 
fkilful pilot, holdings the rudder of thefhip of 
piety in the fea of the paflions, toffed to and fro with 
the threatenings of the tyrant, and overwhelmed 
with the waves of torment; Nevertheless, he 
changes not the rudder till he reaches the haven of 
vidtory by a direcft and profperous courfe: A city 
befieged with various engines, never made fuch 
refiftance againft the furious aflaults of an enem}', 
as t he divine mind of this pious fage againft^ the at- 
tacks of ftripes, tortures,' and death, till, at length, 
he vanquifhed through the aid of reafon engaged in 
the caufc of religion. 

44 O prieft, mod worthy of the facerdotal dig- 
nitv, whodidft not pollute thv facred body withim- 
pure viands 1 O guardian of the law, and profeffor. 
of a philofophy all divine 1 "O i>obleft affertor of 
the religion of thy country, in fpite of pafllon, of 
torture, and of death \ Thou haft glorioufly con- 
firmed the equity of our law by thy futferings and 
perfeverance ;.rendered our rites moreconfpicuous, 
but not abrogated them; and, by realities and deeds, 
cftablifhed the prec.epts and dodlrines of our holy 
profeflion. O, venerable fage, fuperior to torments, 
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above tl 



glrtg flames, moft jjl 
[fled ili v wiflions iiitm 



uncus 

imt)h 1 



of conquerors, who m 
As heretofore our fatbcrAaron, armed with a Cciifer, 
ran into the mid ft of the temple, and vancutifhed the 
deftroying angel} in like manner did Elcazar, de- 
feended from the fame Aaron, fteadily adhere to his 
profcfJion, and conquer in the mid ft of devouring 
flames. And, what is moft aftonifliing, when age 
and infirmities had enervated his body, he exerted 
an invincible rcfolution of mind. O happy age ! 
integrity and fan&ity unqueftionable, that gave 
teftimony of fo illuftrious a death l" 

What more fatisfa&ory evidence can be required 
of the power of reafon over the paflions, than that 
of an aged man enduring fo much for the caufe of 
piety and virtue, with fuch undaunted intrepidity ? 
But as it may be alledged, by way of obje<5tion, that 
this in age is lefs to be wondered at, becaufe, as 
ftrength and courage decreafe, fo the paflions and 
love of life may then be fuppofed to.be confiderably 
abated, I fhall proceed to fliew, that even young 
men, whofe reafon has been fixed upon true prin- 
ciples, have undergone, and overcome, torments 
heavier than the former. 



• » 



When the tyrant found himfelf foiled in ithisfirft 
attempt, and that he could not compel the venera- 
ble Eleazar to violate the laws of his country, he 
became fo incenfed, that he commanded others of 
the Hebrew captives to be brought before him, 
promifing them immediate liberty, upon condition 
of their eating forbidden meats, and threatening 
them with, greater torture than had .been inflidted 
in cafe of refufal. 



CHAP. VIII. 



PURSUANT to the order aforefaid, there were 
brought before the tyrant fevettfons, with their 
ancient mother. -The men, from the fymmetry of 
their form, and elegance of their depdrtmentVat- 
tradied his notice j and therefore, 'after beholding 
them with a kind of approbation, he commanded 
them to approach, and thus aecofted them : 

■ 

C( Youngmen, from an apprbbationof your per- 
" fonal appearance, I have kind-intentions towards 
" you : nor can Ibutpay a more than ordinary re- 
" fpe<ft to your family, which hath the unufual 
" blefling of fo many Jiich brethren. To advife, 
" therefore, that you would not be guilty of the 
" fame mad and moft abfurd zeal, with that poor 
" old bigot, whom you fa w perifh in the midft of 
" agonies and tortures, is a kindnefs far below what 
" I defign for you. I invite you to tomply with 
" me, with an aflurance of my particular friend- 
" fhip : for I have it in my power to oblige and ad- 
" vancc them that obey me, in as eminent a manner 
" as I have to punifh thofe that ftand out againft 
" my commands. Be aflured then, you fhall not 
" fail of preferments, but have places of honour 
" and profit, and great truft under me, provided 
* c you will renounce your country's cuftoms, and 
<c becontent to live afterthe Greekmanner ; laying 
" afide thefoolifh diftin&ion of meats, and indulg- 
CC iug thofe appetites and pleafures freely, in which 
" youth, never fond of reftraint, muft find a de- 
" light now denied you by the tyrant of your own 
u fuperftition. Confider too, that if fuch advan- 
" tageous offers be reje&ed, you muft expe<ft that 
** your obftinacy will be the more provoking ; and 
<; I fhall be obliged to make every one of you ex- 
" amples; by a death as full of pain and horror as 
" the anger of an incenfed king can inflidt. Be 
" perfuaded to pity yourfelves, when a ftrangerand 
" an enemy has fet you an example of pity. Throw 
" not lavilhly away fo much youth and beauty, 
" which I am very loth fhould perifh : but perifh 
" it muft. unlefs you will fave it by that one way, 
" Therefore confider well. Methinks yon fhould 
" confider, and not refblve too rafhly, when I aflure 
u you, that, in cafe of difobedience, you have no- 
(i thing to expeA but racks, fire, and death." 



The tyrant had no fooncr thus fpoken, than he 
commanded the inftruinents of torture to he pro- 
duced, in order to work more ftrongly upon their 
fears, than words and menaces he imagined could 
do* When the guards had fet before them the 
wheels, racks, manacles, combuftiblc matter, and 
other implements of horror and execution, Antio- 
chus, taking the advantage of thcimpreflion he fup- 
pofed thisfpedtaclc would make, once more applied 
to them in terms to this effect : " Young men, con- 
tc fider the confequences j your compliance is no 
" longer a wilful offence : you may reft afliircd that 

" the Diety you worfhip will conlider your cafe, in 
" being compelled to violate your law." But they 
were fo far from being terrified at the confequence 
of a denial, that their refolutions became ftronger, 
and through the power of reafon, aided by religion, 
they triumphed over his barbarity. What is it 
reafoqable to fuppofe would have been the mea- 
fures purfued, had there been. but an individual 
among them timorous, or inordinately fond of life? 
Would not. fuch a one have addreffed himfelf to the 
reft, in terms fimilar to the following ? 

" What ftupid and fool-hardy wretches are we 
" thus to continue deaf to the invitations and kind 

* 

" advice of a king, wfro calls us to gain and pro- 
motion, upon our obedience ! Why fhould we 
^ amufeourfelves with vain imaginations, and per- 
" fift in a fatal obftinacy, which can end in nothing 
" but death ? Shall we be fo infenfible as to have no 
"regard to thefe dreadful engines of cruelty? 
" None to the menaces of an unrelenting tyrant, 
" inexorable enough .to put in execution all that he 
" hath threatened ?; : Shall we not rather abandon 
" this empty point pf honour, and that falfe pride 
" of co^ftancy, that is certain toproveour deftruc- 
" tion, ? It pan benocrime to have fome refpedfc to 

" pur youth, which prdmifes many happy years j 
" fome pity to our , poor aged mother, w hofe grey 
* 4 hairs .muft be brought down with^unfpeakable 
<€ forrow to the grave, to fee fo many £qns cut off at 
" operand herfelf made childnefs in an inftant by 
c< bur .difobedience. What the king fays is very 
tc rational, that .God is too juft and good not to 
" make allowance for the hard circumftanccs we 
" lie under. Why fhould we then throw ourfclvcs 
" out of life, at a time when we are beft fitted £o 
" tafte the fwcets of living ? Why hurry ourfelves 
c < headlong out of a world where every thing con- 
" fpircs to delight and entertain us moft agreeably ? 
" Let us not ftrive any longer with our fate ; nor 
* c buy applaufe fo dear as at the expence of racks 
" and death. The law itfelf is not fo feyere as to 
ie condemn for involuntary offences ; and the more 
"juft our fears are, the lefs there is of will in the 
" compliance. What pretence c?n we have then 
" for this obduracy ? Or why fhould we be fofond 
< c of a miftaken courage, which is indeed no better 
" than defpair and obftinacy, when nothing but 
44 death is before us if we ftand but ; and life and 
tC fecurity, plenty and pleafure, are furely ours, if 
<c we do but fubmit ? 



CHAP. IX. 




UT no language fimilar to this was uttered 
from the month of one of thefe brave youths ; 
for the apprehenfion of the racking pains they were 
about to endure little effected their mind. They 
triumphed over their impending misfortunes *, and 
when the tyrant commanded them to eat of the for- 
bidden viands, they, with one voice, and, as it 
were, with one fpirit, made him this reply : 

" To what purpofe, O king, is the delay ? If 
" with defign to know our final rcfolution, be af- 
c< fured we are ready to encounter death in its moft 
c< frightful forms, rather than tranfgrefsthclawsof 
" our fathers. For, befides the reverence due to 
" the example of our anceftorsupon other accounts, 
cc this is what our obedience to the law', and the pre- 
" cepts of Mofes, requires from us. Do not then 
ec attempt any more to perfuade us to apoftacy ; do 
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44 piety Jliall fall on your own head, ami the Di- 
44 vine vengeance make an example of fuch anion- 
44 ftcrto the whole word/' 



c H A l>. X; 



THE fecond brother having made this glorious 
exit, the third was produced, and prcifccl with 
arguments and entreaties to tafte and prefej-vehis 
life. But he replied, with vehemence, u Are you 
" ignorant that I am the Ton of the fame father and 
44 the fame mother with thofe that went : before me i 
44 Shall I then, in this la ft fceiie of life, renounce 
4 4 the honour of that allianbe ? The funic inftitu- 
44 lion's were taught us all, and I will abide by 
44 them until death." The freedom of this fpeech 
enraged the execiitibhers, who, to expre hi their ma T 
lice and refentmeht,ftre'tched his hands and feet or* 
the engine, and broke them td pieces : but when 
they found this method did not deprive him of life, 
they drew off hisfkin at the endk of. his fingers, and 
flayed him from the very crown of his head. Not 
content with mangling his bbdv in this tnercilefs 
manner, they dragged Him to the wheel, where, 
being yet more diftehded, he faw his own flefh torn 
from him, and ftrcaras of blood guflnng from his 
body. When at the point of death, he exclaimed, 
44 Mercilefs tyrant ! we fuffer thus for the religion 
44 and law of that God who is able to reward us : 



" not put on a counterfeit pity for thofe whoknow 

" you hate them ; even death itfclf is more fup- 

44 portable than fuch an infulting, dWrcmbling com- 
44 paffion, as would favc our lives with the lofs of 

44 our innocence. Thou thiukeft to terrify us by 
44 thrcatcnings of death and torture, notwithftand- 
4< ing the fame experiment made upon the old man 
44 hath fo lately taught thee how ineffectual all fucli 
44 methods are upon the fervants of ihc true God ; 
44 and if the old men of our nation endure fo cou- 
44 rageoufly fuch exquifitc pains for their religion, 
ci is it reasonable to fuppofe that the young ones 
14 will fuffer the reproach of being behind them in 
u conftancy and patience ? As we have been edu- 
44 cated under his particular care and inflations, 
44 fo we (hall conquer after this example. Try us, 
44 therefore, and fee if it be in thy power to deftroy 
44 our fouls, w hen we fuffer in the caufe of God and 
44 religion ? This is impoffible : your cruelty can- 
44 not hurt us ; for all the effed: our pains can have, 
44 will be to fecure us the glorious rewards due to 
44 unfhaken patience and injured virtue. Upon 
44 you the, confequencc will be very different and 
44 dreadful ; foi\ by the murders of fo many innocent 
iC men, you arm the Divine vengeance againft your- 
cc felf ; and, for the temporal punifhments which you 
44 inflict will become fo obnoxious, as to fuffer the 
u punifhment of everlafting torments." 

The tyrant,enragedat their contumacy, gave the 
word of command ; and the guards immediately 

brought forth the eldeft of the feveri brethren, and 
having torn off his garment, and tied his hands 
behind him cruelly fcourged him ; and continued 
their lafhes till they were tired, but could availno- 
thing. They then put him on the wheel, where his 
body being extended, he underwent the fevereft tor- 
tures of the rack ; thus reproaching his tormentor : 
4C Monfter of cruelty ! enemy to the Divine Jiiftice ! 
44 you torment me in this manner not for homicide 
41 or impiety, but as an affertor arid defender of the 
" facred law." The guards then exhorted him to 
comply, eat of the king's meat; arid thereby obtaiii 
arefpite. But heanfwered, 44 Think not, bafe men, 
44 that your wheel can deftroy my reafon. Break 
44 my limbs in pieces, burn my flefh, diftort my ar- 
4C terries ; yet all the torments you can inflnft on ihe 
44 {hall ferve but to convince you, that it is tlie pe- 
44 culiar glory of an Hebrew to be invariably firm 
44 in fuffering for the caufe of virtue." They theri 
put fire under him, and expofed his body, as much 
extended as poflible, to the devouring flames, info- 
much that he exhibited a fpectacle horrible beyond 
defcription, and thus continued till nothing was left 
of human form, but a fkeleton of broken bones. 

During the fhocking fcene, this brave youth, and 
worthy defcendant of faithful Abraham, was not 
heard to utter a groan, but bore his torments with 
fuch invincible fortitude, as if he had been transla- 
ted to immutability in the mid ft of the flames, ex- 
claiming. 44 My brethren, follow my example : de- 
44 fert me not in this noble confluft, nor difclaim 
44 the relation of generous conftancy, by which we 
44 are allied in foul more nearly than in blood. En- 
u gage, refolutely engage, in the facred warfare ; 
44 nor doubt but that the Almighty Creator of the 
" uuiverfe will be propitious to our nation, and 
44 avenge himfelf on the cruel tyrant." With thefe 
words the brave youth expired. 

While the fpedtators ftood fixed in aftonifhment 
and admiration, the guards advanced with the fe- 
:ond brother, and fixed his hands in manacles of 
ron : but, before they put him to the rack, they de- 
nanded if he would accept the conditions. Find- 
ng, by his replv* he had adopted the fame noble re- 
olution with his brother, they tore offhis flefh with 
rincers, and flayed off the fkin of his beard, face, 
nd head. He bore this torture with Angular mag- 
animity, faying, 44 How welcome is death in any 
c form, when we fuffer for our religion and laws ! 
1 Art thou infcnfible, inhuman tyrant, that thou 

art rather thine own tormentor than mine, in 

finding thy tyrannic aims defeated by our con- 

ftancv ? The comforts of confeious virtue allevi- _ 

ate my pains, while the dreadful load of your im- ji ftretched him round the engine, and then broke 



44 but remember, thou flialt fuffer pains much more 
44 infupportable for thy impiety and cruelty^ 

Having died thus equally glorious with his pre- 
ceding brothers, the fourth was produced by the 
guards and perfuaded to bethink himfelf, and be 
wifer than thofe who had gone before him* His 
anfwer was, 44 Your fire has not heat (enough in it 
44 to make me defpond or renounce my opinion. I 
44 folemuly fvvearby the happy exit of my brothers, 
44 by the eternal deftru&ion of the tyrant, and the 
* 4 glorious life of the pious^ I will not renbuncd 
44 their magnanimity. Invent and bring thy tor.- 
44 ments, tyrant, ahdmake the experiment whether 
44 1 am not a branch of the fame ftock, and arii- 
44 mated with the fame foul, as thofe whofe blood 
44 thy impious hands have fpilt." Antiochus, on 
hearing thefe words, .was fo exceflively enraged, 
that all the force of paflion was vifible iii his 
countenance. He gave immediate orders to cut 
out his tongue whereupon he thus proceeded : 

44 You may deprive me of the inftrument of fitter- 
44 ance ; but that God who feeth the heart, knows 
44 the inward fenfations of the filent. Here is the 
44 member; you cannot by this a£t, deprive me of 
44 reafon. , Othat I could lofe my life by inches, 
44 to fupport the caufe of religion. Though you 
" take; away the tongue, which chauntsthepraifes 
44 of God, remember that his high hand will 
44 very foon let its vengeance fall down unon vour 
"head*" * * 



CHAP. XI 



N 



■ 

O fooner had this brother, exhaufted with pain, 
and miferablv mangled, finifhed his courfe, 
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than the fifth fprang forward of his own accord, 
exclaiming, 44 Prepare your torments : 1 am here 
44 ready to fuffer the \yorft you inflid:. I come 
44 voluntarily to die in the caufe of virtue ; and, by 
44 a cruel cataflrophe, to procure an eridlefs punifli- 
44 ment on you for the barbarities you have com- 
44 mitted on the bodies of my brothers. Mortal 
44 enemy to virtue, religion, and mankind, what 
44 have I done, wherein have I tranfgreffed, to de- 
44 ferve this mercilefs treatment ? Do we not wor- 
44 fliip the univerfal parent of nature according to 
44 his own decrees ? Do we not afi in conformity to 
44 the inftitution of his moft hoi}' laws ? Thefe are 
44 things that ought to meet with reward inftead of 
44 puniflmient." 

i 

While thefe words were in his mouth, the tor- 
mentors bound and dragged him to the wheel, to 
which fattening his knees with iron rings, they 
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Inn joints* JJeing miferably tortured in this man- II " mcnt from the hands of the Divine vengeance. Is 
tier, he thus fpoke in unfpcakable anguifli j 4< Ty- i4 your confeience touched with nofcruplcs, inhu- 

- 1 1 — ^ * ~' L 1 * u - " u man monftcr, thus to deprive of their tongues 

u thofc who fliarc alike the fame nature and paf- 
ci lions with you, and who arc born of the fame 
" elements, and thus put innocent pcrfous to cruel 
" torments, and take away their lives in the mod 
u unmerciful and barbarous manner I They have 
w undergone a glorious death, and fhewn how 
u much their piety and obfervance was for the 
Cfc maintenance of the true religion j whereas thou, 
c< impious man, lhall be expofed to ills you little 
c * dream of, for taking away unjuftly the lives of 
u thofe who were worihippcrs of the Supreme Be- 
Cl iiio. For thisreafon I will fuffer death, and, in my 



rant, thou doll us the greateft honour againft thy 
inclination ; for the glorious torments you inflidt 
upon us, only fcrveto teftify an extraordinary zeal 
for our laws and religion." 

When he had borne teftimony to the truth of his 
religion after the example of his heroic brothers, 
the fixth youth was brought before Antiochus, and 
being demanded, by the tyrant, whether he would 
accept delivcrancein the terms aforementioned , re- 
folu tcly anfwered, u It is true, indeed, I am younger 
tc than my brothers, but my mind is the fame with 
* c theirs. yVc had all of us the fame parents, and 
tc the fame inftrudtions, and it is but neceflary that 
4< we fhould all die alike for them ; therefore if you 
<c are determined to put me to the torment on my 
cc refufal to eat, torment me." Hereupon they 
fattened him to the wheel, and having broken his 
bones, put fire under him. Then the guards heated 
their fpears, and truft them into his back and fides, 
till his very entrails were burnt up, In the midftof 
thefe torments he exclaimed, " O glorious conflict, 
cc in which fotnany brethren have engaged for the 
u fake of their religion, and all came off vicfto- 
u rious ; for a mind rightly informed of the truth, 
" and armed with fteady principles of virtue, in u ft 
" for ever be impregnable. I will accompany my 
" brothers, and relying on my own probity as my 
c< defence, now fubmit to death. But thou, tyrant, 
cc mud not think to avoid a punifliment which 
"your cruelties deferve; for a death, attended 
c< with the moft dreadful of torments, hangs over 
Ci your head. Six of us have baffled thy rage and 
Cc malice. As for your fire, it feels cold to us ; your 

tormenting engines are far from giving us pain ; 
<c and all the violence you can ufe is fruitlefs, and 
" of no confequence. For fo long as our law is fo 
u nobly aflerted, we retain a reafon that all the 
4t world and its punifhments cannot fubdue/' 



C H A P. XIL 

THE fixth brother being difpatched at laft, by 
being thrown into a boiling cauldron, the fe~ 
yenth, and youngeft, appeared, whom, when the 
tyrant faw fettered and pinioned, and though fo im- 
placably outrageous againft the reft of his brethren, 
his heart began to relent. Calling upon him, there- 
fore, to approach the tribunal, he endeavoured to 
foothe him with thefe words : 

" You fee what kind of deaths your brothers have 
ct undergone ; but their difobedience and contu- 
ct tnacy have been the fole means of all their tor- 
i6 ments, and the cruelties they have fuftained. 
" Yet you, if you obey not my commands, (hall 
cc be expofed to the fame, nay, worfe torments, and 
c< fo fuffer an immature death : but if you comply 
" with my defires, I will take you into the num- 
Cc ber of my friends, you {hall have a confiderable 
u poft in my kingdom, and be a governor in the 
<c ftate." Notcontent with thefe perfuafions to the 
fon, he addreffed himfelf to the mother, with feem- 
ing compaflion for herlofs, entreating her to pre- 
vail upon her child, in pity to her atleaft, to fave 
this fmall remnant of the family, and not to bring 
on her the affli&ion of having all her offspring fo 
fadly torn away at once. But his mother, addreffing 
him in the Hebrew tongue, exhorted him to fuffer, 
as we fhal! (hew in the fequel. Upon this he fud- 
denly exclaimed, ;< Take off my fetters, fori have 
foniething to communicate to the king, and all his 
friends." The king and his nobles hearing the 
promife the young man made, feemed greatly re- 
joiced ; ami his chains wre immediately knocked 
off. Taking the advantage of this circumftance, he 
44 thus exclaimed : 



u Impious and curfed tyrant, have you no fears 
€i nor apprehenfions in your mind, after having re- 
tc ceivedat the hands of the Almighty the kingdom 
* c and riches you enjoy than to put to death his fer- 
<c vants, and torment his worfhippers ? Thefe cru- 
61 cities fhall be returned with an eternal punifli- 



u follow the brave example of my brothers. I 
u beg and entreat the God of my fathers that he 
cc would be propitious and merciful to our nation ; 
" but that he may chaftife ygu while you live j 
tc and after death, that your punifliment may be 
<c augmented." Having finifhed this addrefs, he 
c< threw himfelf into the boiling cauldron, and fo 
gave up the ghoft. 

CHAP. XIII. 

FROM thefe particulars we have enumerated, it 
muftbe confeffed that reafon, guided and fup- 
ported by religion, has power over the paflions, 
when we fee feven brothers in perfect agreement, 
and upon the fame principle,d efpifing and vanquifli- 
ingthe moft exquHite pains, and even death itfelf. 
Is it not manifeft, that had thefe men been govern- 
ed by their paflions- they had fubmitted to polute 
themfelves with unla wful meats, refufed no condi- 
tion to procure eafe and fafety, and been totally 
fubdued ? But fince they combated thefe paffions 
by a judicious ufe of reafon, we arc bound to ac- 
knowledge, with abundant praife to the holy 
martyrs who fuffered, that, as they defpifed the 
moft dreadful torments, fo reafon never more dis- 
covered its dominion over the fubjed: paffions than 
in thofe inftances. For as the moles and fortsupon 
the fhore break all the force of the waves and wea- 
ther, and render the harbour commodious and fafe 
to ride in, fo did this feven-fold fortification of rea- 
fon protect the harbour of piety from all the 
ftorms andboifterous inundations of pa (lion. 

How moving, how affecting a fight was fuch a 
company, encouraging and affifting each other in 
the exercife of their piety, like the voices which 
contribute, every one by his diftiult part, to make 
up a perfect melody ? With fuch an harmony of 
hearts did they exclaim : u Let us die tike brethren 
u in the defence of our laws ; let us imitate the 

" brave example of the three Aflyrian youths, who 
cc defied the furnace of the king of Babylon, in 

c< fighting for the eaufe of virtue let us never del-* 
u pair, nor once be caftdown. When religion and 
cc a good confeience are at ftake, let us abandon 
wt all ignoble fears, andaA with becoming refolu- 
' c tion." Another faid, 4t Aflfume courage, my bro- 
u ther, and fuffer all with an infurmountable bra- 
Ct very of mind Others of them recognized ancient 
fa&s. c c Remember whence you derive your origin, 
cc and what father Ifaac could fuffer in the caule 
<c of piety Then in general looking on each other 
with countenances ferene, and highly plealed, they 
exclaimed, 4 ^ Let us chearfully confecrate our bo- 
4C dies to God. Let us pay him back the lives he 
cc lent us for his fervice, and devote thefe bodies to 
u the defence of his moft holy law. Why fhould we 
cc ftand in fear of one who only feems to kill the 
tc body ? The only clanger worthy of our dread is 
u that of fouls abandoned to torments everlaftings 
il which can never be the fate of fuch as keep and 
" honour the truth. Let us then arm ourfelves with 



a an holy fortitude, fo fliali Abraham, Ifaac* 
iC and lacob receive us when we die, and all 
u our pious anccftors congratulate and applaud 
u our conftancy." 

As they were dragged one by one to the place of 
execution, thofe whole turn was not yet come, en- 
couraged thofe that went before them, with words 
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to this purport : " Brethren, do not difhonour us, 
• * nor elude the expectation of your brethren who 
fc< have already fuffcrcd death/' 

Thcfc ronft have been very engaging exhorta- 
tions ; for none can be infenfiblc what charms, what 
powerful influence fq near a relation carries with 
it ; what tender affections the All-wife Providence 
hath infufed into their hearts, who have derived 
their being from the fame father and mother, been 
maintained at one common table, converfed per- 
petually together under the fame roof, inftrudted 
by the lame teachers, and intiatedrin the fame re- 
ligion. Such was the affedtion, fuch the endear- 
ments, and, of courfe, fuch were the weight and 
elficacy the admonitions and mutual encourage- 
ments of thefe (even brothers to one another ; for 
they were brought up in the fame faith, trained 
up in the exercife of the fame virtues, 'and the 
better men they were, the better they rauft love 
each other. Natural affe<5tions is never fo happily 
improved as by perfect agreement in goodnefs, 
and united zeal in the love and fervice of God. 
And as each of thefe would love ihe reft more ten- 
derly in proportion as he himfelf was more religi- 
ous, fo would he neceflarily, in the fame propor- 
tion, and upon the fame account, become more 
worthy to be beloved by all the reft. And yet we 
may obferve in this very cafe j a mighty conqueft of 
reafon over paffion; for though the brethren had 
all the tender concern that nature and blood, birth 
and education, acquaintance aijd perfonal worth, 
could infpire them with, yet thefe manifold en- 
dearments were fo vanquiftied and borne down 
when religion lay at ftake, that, in acaufe fo noble, 
the very tortures and deaths of their dcareft rela- 
tions gave a fenfible fatisfa&ion to thofe of the 
number who yet furvived, and were theundaunted, 
nay, even pleafed, fpe6tators of them. 

■ 

■ 

C H A P. XIV. 

THE pious and virtuous youths not only excited 
one another to fuffer thefe terrible confli&s fo 
as to make them furmount all the pains they might 
be put to, but alfo were the caufe that their bro- 
thers, during their torments, bore every thing with 
aftonifhing refignation. Oh ! minds more abfolute 
than the moft fovereign princes, and more free than 
liberty itfelf ! Not one of them was obferved to be- 
tray any fears, nor have any fcruples on the ap- 
proach of death ; but all, as with one accord, Tun- 
ing the race of immortality, embraced death amid ft 
their torments; As the hands and feet obey the 
motions of the mind, and fo dired: thcmfelves ? 
even fo did thefe youths, from a motive of piety, 
confent to die in its caufe. As the number of days 
in which the world was created give us the idea of 
God, and (hew the perfection of his majefty and 
goodnefs, fo do thefe moft renowned martyrs, by 
running the whole circle of pains and tortures, com- 
pofe onefinifhed piece of conftancy and courage, 
and teach us that perfection of fortitude which ba- 
nifhes the flavifh fear of death. But alas! how far 
Ihort of this pattern do we ftop ! we, who cannot fo 
much as hear or read without trembling andamaze- 
nient, what they not only heard, not only faw, but 
felt and bore without the leaft difordcr of mind. 

Nor ought we to wonder that reafon in man 
fliould have this dominion over his paffions, when 
the mind of a woman contemned more cruelties than 
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V. 



thefe, and of a different nature. For the mother of 
thefe feven youths had fuch preferice of mind as to 
be a fpedtator of the tortures her children endured. 
Helled: on the force of natural affection, how diffu- 
live to one's offspring: nay, this we obferve in the 
brute creation, whohave atinctureof the fame kind 
of affection and love for their young as mankind. 
But there is no ncceflity for producing examples of 
brute animals to confirm thislove for their young, 
when the very bees, at the time they are employed 
about making their honey, revenge themfelves on 
thofe that approach them, and caufe their ftings to 
do the office of fwords, and other military weapons, 
upon thofe that would attack their little ones. 
No. da. 




• * * . 



UT fo true a daughter of Abraham was th6 

mother of thefe gallant youths, that even com- 
panion for her own children could not break in up- 
on her duty. Sue]) was her noble zeal, that, when 
two things were offered to her choice, religion and 
the prefent fafety, and great preferment of (even 
fons, Ihe wifely gave the preference to the former, 
which leads to eternal life and happinefs. By what 
language (hall I defer! be thofe tender pa (lions of 
parents, that union of nature between them and 
their children,, which", hi a wonderful manner, 
draws upon their offspring the fame lines and fea- 
tures of body, and impreffes the fame difpolitions 
of foul ? How can 1 reprefent the concern they feel 
for thefe images and parts of themfelves; when in 
any manner of diftrefs ? How efpecially that of 
mothers, whofe weaker minds, and natural excefs 
offondnefs, render them (till more fenfibly touched 
by whatever effedts their children, than fathers are 
wont or expected to be ? This mother was more 
under the influence of fuch aifc&ion than mothers 
in common. Seven painful births had made as 
many additions to this love ; and every time her 
travail was repeated it was a frefti exercife of it, a! 
frefli and ftrong endearment towards all for whom 
fhe had endured the fame pangs. 

/ » • - 9 - • 

But, notwithstanding alt this; the fear arid love 
of God overcame her concern for the prefent fafety 
and advantage of her children. Never did (lie love 
them fo tenderly as when their fteady virtue, and 
conftanc3'in the truth, charmed her affections, and 
endeared them to her ; fdrthey were j lift and wife, 
temperate and magnanimous, 'affectionate to each 
other, and dutiful to their mother to that degree, 
that they even died in the caufe of their law in obe- 
dience to her. Though (he had fuch extraordinary 
reafons to love her ions, yet not all the exqiiifite 
pains and cruelties they were expofed to could once 
divert the opinion and refolution (lie had formed 
within her breaft, for (lie exhorted each of them 
fmgly, and all of them together, not to decline 
any fufFerings, or death, for the fake of religion. 
Though (he was an eye-witnefs to the torments in- 
flicted on each of her fons, yet the caufe of piety 
engroflcd her foul, and (lie ftill maintained the firi- 
ccrity of her intentions. Her piety was fp firm, 
that it remained unchangeable by the horrid, the 
thrilling fpedtacle of her children being expofed to 
inconceivable tortures. Extraordinary mother ! 
that felt greater pangs of forrow now than (lie 
ever experienced at bringing theiri into the world. 
Perfect pattern of piety ! Thou didft not utter a 
figh at feeing thine cldeft expire. The fecond 
giving up the ghoft amid ft '-his torments could not 
draw a tear from thofe eyes ; nor could tire third 
in his laft terrible moments, or any one of them in 
the midft of their torments . 

• ■ 

The fongsof Syrens, and the dying notes of fwans, 
with all their bewitching and enchanting.tijelody, 
were not fo. pcrfuafivc to your cars as the laft ac- 
cents of your fons in their expiring moments. 
When nature and affedtion pleaded ftrongly with 
thee, and thepainsandunparalleled fufferingsofthy 
children added weight to their arguments, thou 
wouldft.not accept a fhort deliverance with guilt, 
but gaveft them up to death in profped: of a more 
lading blifs. Thou didft thus approve thyfelf d 
true daughter of Abraham, an heirefs of all his faith 
and fortitude. 

Mother of our nation ! protc&refs of our laws I 
bulwark of piety ! more patient than man, and armed 
with more, fortitude to undergo difficulties! the 
glory of thine own fex, and fuperior to ours ! For as 
the ark of Noah, which then contained all the 
furviving world, rode triumphant upon the waters 

of the general flood, (bthou, protcctrefs of thelaw, 
toffed on every fide with the delugeof thepaffions, 
and the torments of thy fons, as with the moft 
violent ftorm, didft bravely bear up againft the 
ficrcenefs of a dreadful temped. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

TO return to the point at which I have been 
aiming j if a woman, aged, and the mother 
of feven font, could not only fuftain the fight of 
thofechildren expiringin.tortures, in confidcration 
of the caufe for which they fuffered and died, it is 
evident, beyond difpute, that rcafon, fupported 
by religion, hath a power fuperior to our paffions. 
It has been abundantly proved, that not only men 
have overcome vaft difficulties, but that a woman 
defpifed the moft exquifite pains. The lions 
among wMm Daniel was thrown were not fo fierce, 
nor was die furnace of Mifhael, though heated 
with the moft raging fires, fo hot as thole violent 
affions which natural afFeclion and piety had 
_ indled in her breaft, when (lie faw feveu fons 
fucceffively expire in agonies inexprcffible. Yet 
reafon and religion quenched thefe fo furious and 
manifold affections. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe, that had this woman 
the leaft degree of pufiilanimity in her compofition, 
fhe would have burftout into lamentations fimilar 
to the following. " Miferable woman that I am, 
" who having brought feven fons into the world, 




Cc fons, have I borne the many forrowsl have fuf- 
" fered for you, and the many folicitudes in bring- 
" ing you up ? Beloved children, whofe faces I 
tc {hall no more behold, nor rejoice in their mar- 
" riage and poftcrity, nor have the much defired 
iC blelfing in being elteemed happy in any defend- 
ants of the fecond and third generation. I once 
was happy, happy above my neighbours, when 
furrounded with feven comely children ; but 
" now I am deprived of them, and left defolate ; 
tc nor have I afon to pay me the laft duty of inter- 
<c ment. 

The piety of this eminent woman difdained fuch 
complaints. She was fo far from defiring any of 
her children to live, thatit would have been matter 
of grief to her had they not died as they did. She 
therefore befought them to fulfil her joy, and en- 
couraged them in dying for the caufe of religion. 
Noble matron I the tyrant was fubducd by thy per- 
fe verance ; and, bothin thy words and actions, thou 
haft approved thyfelf mighty ; for when thou wert 
apprehended with thy fons, andfawEleazarputto 
the torture, thou ftoodft immoveable, and thus ad- 
dreffed them in the Hebrew language. 




your nation a xeirimony or your raitn ana reii- 
" gion, contend chearfully in defence of the laws 
u of your country. It would derogate from your 
44 characters, to fuffer an aged man to be expofed 
u to the pains of the rack, while you fhrink, in the 
<c prime and vigour of youth, under the fame trials. 
u Remember what life is, from whom you derived 
" it, to whom you owe it, and that it is your indif- 
u penfable duty to undergo every difficulty and 
<4 danger in the courfe of the religion of its grand 
u author. For him did our father Abraham haften 
** to facrifice his fon, the future parent of our na- 
u tion. Nor did that fon tremble, or once recede, 
46 when he faw a father's hand, armed with a wca- 
ce pon of death, uplifted to give the fatal ftrokc. 
4i For how was pious Daniel caft a prey to hungry 
i4 lions, and the three children into the fiery fur- 
" nace. You, who are partakers of the fame faith, 
<c fhouldnotbe difheartened, if you are made par- I 
" takers of the fame fufferings ; for it is moft daf- 
" tardly, in thofe who have a true fcnfe of religion, 
" to betray a pufiilanimity, when called upon to 
cc fuftain difficulties." 




the fuccccding patriarchs, in mahfions of immortri 
blifs. 

9 

CHAP. XVII; 



T is faid of this dauntlefs woman, that, after be- 
ing fcourged,and other wife feverely tortured, by 
order of Antiochus, (be finifhed her punifhmentby 
voluntarily throwing hcrfclf into the flames. 

%r 

Courageous matron S thus defeating the tyrant's 
rage, difappointing his infernal fchemes, and ex- 
erting a moft noble faith, proof againft all fliocks 
that laboured to overturn it ! Take comfort, there- 
fore ; thy patience is fupported by a firm relianc^ 
on the divine goodnefs, and a well grounded hope 
of future reward. The moon, encircled with her 
attendant ftars, fhines not fo bright in the firma- 
ment of heaven,, as doft thou, reflecting light upon, 
and receiving it back again, from thy feven illu- 
ftrious fons, fixed in the ecleftiai manfions, and ho- 
nourable in the Divine prefence. Thy race def. 
cended from the ftock of Abraham. Were we 
able to depid: this aCt of piety in true and lively 
colours, our paffion fcarcely could fuftain the mere 
reprefentation. Were a monument to be ereCted 
as a memorial by the nation to which they are fo 



M am now parent of none ! To what purpofe, my |j great 



the following might become it. 

<c Here lies a venerable prieft, an ancientmother, 
" and feven gallant fons, cut off by the rage of a 
u tyrant, attempting, but in vain, to overthrow the 
" Jewifh conftitutions. Thefe brave champions 



it 



try 



Thus did this matron exhort her feven fons, whom 
fhe enjoined rather to fuffer death than violate the 
divine law, efpecially when afliiredly perfuaded 
that thofe who die in the caufe of God, fliall live 

with God, with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob andali 1 only, but the enemies alfo that inflicted both, re- 



iL caufe to God, and perfevered in difpite of tor- 
cc ments and death." 

The encounter was truly divine : virtue was the 
judge of the combat, anddifpofer of the prize ; and 
patience was the proof and exercife of it. To this 
the victory was to be adjudged, and immortal blifs 
was to be the reward of the conquerors. 

Eleazar was the firftchampion ; the mother of the 
feven fons made a glorious defence j the brothers 
ftoutly fought ; the tyrant was their adverfary, and 
the world were the witneffes. Religion obtained the 
victory, and yielded the crown to her champions* 
Who but muft admire thefe noble affertors of the, 
divine law ? Who but, on gazing on them, piuft 
ftand in amaze ? The tyrant himfclf, and the whole 
court, were ftruck with admiration at their forti- 
tude : but now they ftand at the throne of heaven* 
and enjoy a life of immortality. Mofes writes, 
cc All his faints are in thy hand;" for thefe men, 
being devoted to God, are celebrated with immor-*** 2, 
tal renown. Nor was the benefit of their trials 
confined to their own perfons, but the blood fhcd 
upon this occalion was accepted by divine juftice 
as a propitiatory facrifice, and delivered Ifrael from 
the oppreffioii under which they groaned. 

Antiochus, confidering the extraordinary virtue 
and refolutions of thefe men, gave teftimony to 
their magnanimity, and, by a public officer, pro- 
pounded it as a pattern worthy the imitation of his 
ownfoldiers. He enlifted many of the Hebrews into 
hisfervice, and, by their valour, having fubduedhis 

enemies,became an abfolute conqueror ;learning,bv 
experience,that religion in fpires men with the trueft 

courage ; and that none are capable of fervingtheir 
princein wars, comparably to thofeundaunted con- 
temners of life, who dare to encounter tortures and 
death for the fake of God, and a good conference. 

■ 

* 

* 

O fons of Ifrael ! race of faithful Abraham ! pay 
obedience to this law : that rcafon, aflifted by reli- 
gion, has dominion over the paflions, not only of 
thofe which are called internal, but alfo external 
pains and troubles. 

C II A P. XVIII. 

THUS did thefe heroes nobly fight and conquer : 
nor did they overcome death and torments 
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ftoring peace to their nation, and thcobfervahce df 
that long neg1c<ftcd law, the contempt whereof 
provoked the Almighty to fcoiirge the people with 
that worft of calamities, the tyrant Antiochus. 
But while he became anindrameht of vengeance 



hhrife 



J 



to embrace foreign cuftoms and rites, artd abdicate 
their own, he departed from Terafoleni, and un- 
dertook an expedition agaifiK the Perfians ; nor 
Svas it long before the divine juftice overtook hirit, 
mdttit him off the face of the earth by a raoft mife- 
rable death. 



Fcrfr duty to the memory of the piotas mother, I 
add Another exhortation flie gave toiler fevdnbrare 
atid virtuous fons. 

t was long a chaffe virgin, nor did I wander 
" from my father's houfe. ^fo feducer of youth 
cc corrupted me in the fields ; nor did I fall a prey 
c< io the fubtle craftinefs of a betrayer. The prime 
" df fny life I paft ifi the ftfi&eft conjugal fidelity 
" to ( my hufband. When you, my children, were 
<c gf 6wn up, your father died, happy in the eftee 
" otf all that knew him. He had the fatisfa&ion of 
c< being the parent of dutiful fons ; nor did he fur- 
"vive the lofs of one of them. While he conti- 
" nued with you, he ufually inftrudted you iu the 
cc knowledge of the law and the prophets* and fet 
<c before you the renowtiecl dxarflples of pattened 
cc and fuffering virtue : Abelmurdered by his own 
cc brother Cain, Ifaacdefignedfor a burnt offering, 
u Jofeph imprifoned for his chaftity, and Phhaeas 
ct zealots for the divine law. He dilplayed the vir- 
cl tues of Ananias, Azarias, andMiihael, and of Da- 



« hici call into the den of lioils. Ift would frequent- %4 




" through the rivers they fhall not overflow thee. 
" Whin thon walkeft through the firfe thou fiialt 
u hotbebui*hed, neither ftialhhe flarite ki 



kindle ttpfcn pfkkixir. 



" thee/ He taught your Infant tdngties that /ong 
" of David; Many are the £f&t&\6ds of the gjite- 
" bus, but the Lord delivefeth hixn out or 
" all and called u^on you to bbferve that xh&£i ik .f CO y, jii, 
" of Solomon in his Proverbs, < That MCdotai^ itt lg - 
tree of life to all that lay hold uppivh # 

did he forget to teach that divine hymhoZteifax^.& 
fes, « I kill and I make alive .".and agaifc^M 47- 



cc 



he pronounces of the law, and the diligent 
u fervers of it, It is ybut life, and through i\&£ 
" thing ye fhall prolong your days." • - - 



O inelancholy, or rather glorious day ! l&^&kh 
the mercilcfs Grecian tyrant kindled his im^ibiis 
firesj prepared bis e&p&rpni; dtfd, 4 with mffr^i 
fury, dragged aind bound io the engines of torture, 
and exercifed, with the molt excruciating p&ips, 
the fevcn-fold offspring of this daughter 6f Abra- 
ham ! when he deprived them of their eyes, of fe|eir 
tongues, and put them to death ^ith all the cruel- 
ties that malice could invent 1 Theft horrid barba- 
rities were retaliated on, their perpetratbrs^j while 
thofe fons of Abraham* Withr th&v -fei^priaus mo- 
ther, &re tf anfiated t6 Wife urfipeakaMA, admitted 
to the triumphant fociety of their pious ane^ftors, 
and enjoy with them a glorious immortality in the 
vifioh of that beatific Being whom they had fd 
faithfully ferved, and to whombeafcribedallglbry 
and praife, both now and for evermore. Amen.* 



* Such of our Readers as are dcfirous of being acquainted with the 
Lives of the Martyrs, more particularly of thofe who have fcalcd the 
Truths of the Cbrifiian Religion with their Blood, are referred tor . 
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COMPLETE CHRISTIAN MARTTROLOGY. 



Comaihirig an authentic ind geiiuirie Hirtorical Account of the Vari- 
ous Pcrfeeqtions afcairift the Church of Chfift is all Parts of the Wdrldi 
by Pagans, Papifts, Turks, Jews, and Others j from the carlieft Ages 
of the Church to the prefenc Period. Including the Life, Sufferings, 
and Martyrdom of Our BlefTed Lord and Saviour Jefus thrift. The 
Martyrdoms of the Apofties, Evangtlills, and other Primitive Chrif- 
tlahs. The Ten great Per ftcutions under the Roman Emperors, Th6 
Persecutions in Pcrfia tinder Sapores ; and the Pcrfecutions under the 
Arian Vandals. The horrid Pcrfecutions under. the Papacy ; particularly 
the Martyrdoms of the Waldenfcs and Alhigenefs in France, the Pcr- 
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and Lnfatia, and the Martyrdoms in Italy. The (hocking Barbarities 
pta&ifed by the Inquifition of Spain, Portugal, &c. and the P6pt(h Per- 
fecutionsof the Prbteflfants during the Maflacre of P^fis. A full Ac- 
; Count of all the EngUm Martyrdoms, particularly ihofe in the Times of 

' King Henry VIII. and Queen Mary. The Perfecutibni .in Jiollan^ 
; Zanders, S^otya-nd. 'fee. 'the Moody lritfi ttaiTacra. The Gob P6w* 
i deV Plot ; arid the hor/fd C6tf /piracies' iri Ufy % The Marty ilftm pi 
the MifEonariea in China; the Pcrfecutions .in the Ea6«fitdies tht 
j|: Barbarities exercifed in America; ; and the Cruelties praciifed*' on tte' 
l ! Cbriftiaas of Abyffinia and Georgia* The late Perfecution in France 
' agaihff the ; Calks family, arid many others t'6o numerous to be here 

ihfencd. • ....... 
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. With a Sketch ot the Martyirdonw of the Faithful and Virtucusm the 
firflt. Ages of the Wotld*; the FctfecoYwns of Maccabees by the Greeks ; 
of the Heorews oy the Egyptiafns i arid of the Children- of Ifrael by rhtf 
Philiftincs, arid" other 1 barbarous ; Nations. 
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The Whole interfperfed with Accountsf of fevefal fingular Judgments 
againft Per/ccurors, a great Variety of original Anecdotes,' many curi- 
ous Lives and Memoirs. Forming, at once, a complete Hiflory of Per- 
fect* f ions, and a Biography of Martyrs. Calculated to promote the Pro- 
teftant Religion, expel Superliition, and give a pious and Chriflian Turn 
to the Mind. 
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PHILO's ACCOUNT 



OF. HIS 



EMBASSY from the JEWS of ALEXANDRIA 



TO THE 



EMPEROR CAIUS CALIGULA 




PREFACE of the AUTHOR. 



OW long will men, 

years, entertain notions, and exhibit a con- 



though advanced in 



H duct in Site, incompatible almolt with the 
inexperienced youth ? This can only be 
imputed to a reliance on fortune, and a deviation 
from the dictates of reafon and nature ; the former 
beingever fickle and wavering, the latter unchange- 
able and permanent. In this manner we invert the 

order of things, eftimate uncertainties as certain- 
tics, and fo on the contrary. The beft reafon which 
can be ailigned for fuch error is, that weak and 
ihort-fighted men are incapable of forming ajudg- 
mcnt of what is to come, led away by tilings pre- 
sent, and influenced by a fallacious fenfe, rather 
than the conviction of deliberate inveftigation. The 
eye, indeed, is a fit inftrument to receive fuch ob- 
jects as are near and confpicuous, but it is reafon 
that penetrates future and invifible things. This 
eye of the mind is clearer than that of the body, 
which is too frequently rendered dim by luxurious 
excelles, or by ignorance, as the rcfult of indolence, 
and greater milchief of the two. 

The ft our times, however, and the many remark- 
able events that have fallen out in them, arc fuifi- 
cicnt to perfuade us to a belief of a Divine Provi- 
dence, a providence that takes particular .care of 
the virtuous, and thofe efpecially who devotethem- 
fclves to the worfiiip and fervice of the Almighty. 
Thefe are the people called, in Chaldee, Ifrael, which 
liguifies u Seeing God a blefting, in my opinion, 
more cftimable than the treafure of ten thoufand 
worlds. For if the afpect of feniors, if magiftrates, 
if parents, if precepts can excite in us an awe and 
re verence, and correct: oar manners and demeanour, 
how much more mult we fuppofeit contributes to- 
wards the perfection of virtue, to foar above vulgar 
minds, beyond all created beings, to the contem- 
plation of the great fource of ail things, even that 
Supreme Beings who is the chicfeft good, and the 
chiefeft happinefs ? 



The human mind cannot comprehend, nor human 
language defcribe his excellencies : they cannot 
reach the perfections of the Diety, who is fuperior 
to every thing. If the whole creation were but one 
tongue, it would fall fliort in declaring his attri- 
butes, and difplaying his omnipotence iu the crea- 
tion of the world, his fovereignty in the difpofition 
of it, his wifdom in the order and* government of 
it, and his juftice, both towards good and bad, in 
the retribution of rewards and punifhments. 

* 

Vengeance itfelf inuft be ranked amongft the 
Divine benefits ; not only becaufe it is a part of the 
Divine law, and naturally refults from a principle 
- of rectitude, in the dictincrion of the good from the 
bad, but as it frequently brings offenders to a due 
fenfe of themfelves, and checks their progrefs in 
their enormities ; for it is an obvious maxim, that 
the punifhment of fomeis often the reformation of 
many. 



CHAP. I. 



The happy (late of the fi<-fi [even months 



the emperor Cains Caligula^ 
Tiberius. 



reign of 
death of 



mo; to- 



t 



THE commencement of the reign of the em- 
peror Caius Caligula affords an ample difplay 
of the maxims advanced in the preface. Never did 
there prevail fuch profound peace and tranquillity 
throughout the whole empire. North, fouth, eaft 
and weft, concentered in perfect harmony ; Greeks 
and Barbarians, foldicrs and burghers, livi ^ 
gether like brethren, in the mutual exchange of all 
neighbourly offices of friendfhip and commerce. It 
was a degree of felicity almoft incredible, for a 
young prince to afcend the throne, not only with the 
univcrial acclamations of the people, but the accu- 
mulated poiTeffion of whatever his heart could de- 
lire ; fuch as treafure, both in money and plate, 
wrought and unwrou<*ht, as well for ornament as 
convenience ; a mighty armament, military and na- 
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val, and a revenue flowing, as it were, from a per- 
petual fouree ; for he had the whole habitable earth 
under contribution* His empire was bounded by 
two rivers, the Euphrates and the Rhine ; the latter 
Separating Germany, and other barbarous nations ; 
the former Parthia, and the people inhabiting 
Sarmatia and Scythia, no more civilized than the 
Germans. 

From the call to the weft, as well upon the con- 



frontiers of the empire. All the cites were pljafcd 
with the tidings ; though they retained their anxie- 
ty, till they received the welcome news of Caefar's 
perfect recovery, which gave them as much joy 
as if the cafe had been their own. The inhabi- 
tants, both on the continent and iflands, immedi- 
ately returned to their niirth and feftivity. It never 
was known, in the memory of man, that any nation 
or country demonftratcd fiich a general and public 
rejoicing, for the recovery of their prince, as was 



tinent as in the iflands, prevailed anuniverfal com- feen, upon this occafion,, throughout the world, for 

11 the fafety of Caius, when he was reftored to Ins 
former health. It appeared like a momentary trail- 
iition fromfavageto focial life, fromdeferts to po- 
litical communities, from confufion to order j and 
all this was owing, as tliey thought, to the govern- 
ment and prote&ion of a generous and rightful 
prince. But mankind in general do not penetrate 
into the merits of caufes, and therefore are pleafed 
arid rejoice without fufficient ground. 



placencyandjoy. The people of Rome performed a 
general feftivity, and all Italy, with the provinces, 
both in Europe and Afia, partook of the diffufive 
bleffing : for if compleat happinefs was enjoyed 
under the reign of any emperor, it was certainly 
under the prefent at this time, when mankind did 
not fluctuate between hope and defpair, but had fure 
pofleflion both of their public arid private rights, 
and were blefled with a plenary indulgence of pro- 
pitious fortune. Throughout the city and towns, 
nothing was to be feen but altars, vitftims, facri- 
fices, garlands, blithe and jocund afpedts, mu- 
fical performances, crouded theatres, banquets, and 
every fpecies of entertainment and paftime that 
could gratify the fenfes. There was no diftin&ion 
between the rich and the poor, the lofty and hum- 
ble, the creditor and debtor, themafter and flave, 
but all promifcuoufly mixed together. Such, in fine, 
was the felicity of the times for plenty and pleafure, 
and the univerfal fatisfacftion of perfons and fami- 
lies, that what we find defcribed in the fabulous 
account of poets, concerning the Saturnian days 
of old, now appeared to be verified. This was the 



CHAP. III. 

Caius gives proof of a depraved difpofttton in his treat- 
ment of young Tiberius. 



of the reign of Caius. 



firft 



CHAP. II. 

The emperor falls into a defperate difeafe in the eighth 
month of his reign, to the general affiiSlion of the pro~ 

vinces, which are afterwards as much rejoiced at his 
recovery. 

CAIUS, in the eighth month of his reign, and in 
the career of his profperity, fell into a very 
acute diftemper ; for having quitted the temperate, 
andconfequently healthful, courfe of life,heledun- 
der Tiberius, he addiiffced himfelf to every fpecies 
of luxury and diffipation, and purfued inordinate 
gratifications to a degree of beftiality. He follow- 
ed, in a word, every corrupt and fenfual pracftice, 
that could tend to enervate both the mind and bo- 
dy 5 and as health and ftrength were the attendants 

on temperance, fo were weaknefs and difeafe the 
concomitants of debauchery and riot. 

It was now about the beginning of autumn, at 
which ferene feafon the returning flaps from all 
quarters are upon their voyage homeward bound, 
that is to fay fuch as do not winter in foreign parts. 
By this opportunity the news of the emperor's in- 
difpofition was immediately difperfed ; Co that a Hid- 
den forrow and dejection fucceeded the late univer- 
fiil content and joy j for all the cities, towns, and 
houfes, were filled with mourning and fadnefs, and a 
gloomy afpeft appeared in every place. The pro- 
vinces were feized withan indifpofition worfe than 
that of the emperor, which was confined to the 
body alone, but the other reached the mind. They 
were anxioufly apprehenfive of lofing not only the 
peace they enjoyed, but their lives, liberties, and 
eilates. They feafonablyrecolledted all the calami- 
ties that generally rofe up in the empire when de- 
prived of its prince, fuch as wars, depredations, de- 
vaftations, bani/hments,. plunder, imprifonments, 
fears, dangers, and even death itfelf. The only 
remedy againfl this train of calamities, they ima- 



IN a very fliort time the truth of the laft remark 
evidently appeared in the inftance of Caius* who, 
after having been celebrated for the profufion of 
his bounties and favours all over Europe and Afia, 
as themoft illuftrious benefacftor to all glorious pur- 
pofes, public and private, degenerated into a mon- 
fter of cruelty, and difcovered that he had been 
carrying on a fcenc of diflimulation. 

The late emperorTiberiushad,by hisfon Drufus, 
a grandfon, called Tiberius, and another by Ger- 
mannicus, called Caius, who fucceeded him on the 
Imperial throne. He was jxcommendedby Tibe- 
rius in preference to the fucceflion, provided he 
fhould fhew the fenfe he had of the obligation, in 
his refpe&ful behaviour to his relative, whofe fa- 
ther had been the elder fon. But it did not fatisfy 
Caius to enjoy that by adoption, to which the other 
had a right by feniority ; fo that moft barbaroufly, 
and ungratefully, he caufed his nearkinfman, co- 
heir of the empire, and next fucceflbr to Tiberius, 
to be put to death, under a pretext that he was en- 
gaged in a plot againfl his life, of which, from his 
tender age, there was not the leaft room for luf- 
picion. Indeed, it was the opinion of many, that, 
if the youth had attained to a few years more, the 
emperor would have nominated him as his fuccef- 
for ; for he had a very particular reafon for being 
jealous of Caius. But he died before he put this 
defign into execution ; and Caius had recourfe to 
artifice,in order todeprivehiscolleague of his com- 
mon right, imagining by this means to avoid cen- 
fure. Thcfcheme was .thus executed : he firft fent 
for Tiberius, and then calling a council of his 
friends, addrefled them in words to this effeft : 



" My intentions arq to tender my love to this my 
relation, in making him my colleague in the em- 
pire. Butyouth, alas ! without experience, ftands 
in need of a governor itfelf, more than a commif- 
fion to govern others. If it were not for this dif- 
ficulty, I fhould be happy in eafing myfelf of 
one part of the cares and troubles of my office 
over fo many nations, by dividing theburthen,for 
fear of finking myfelf under the weight. In the 
mean time let him depend upon me forprotedtion 
and advice, not only as a governor to his pupil, 
but as a father to his fon ; which, for the future, 
tc fliall be our refpecftive denominations." 



cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 
cc 



This addrefs wrought fo effectually upon the 
gined/was placed in the prefervation of the em- ]| whole council, and theyoung prince himfelf, that 
peror. 1 the defign of the plot was in a great meafure accom- 

plifhed } for, inftead of confirming the adoption, 
and poflefling Tiberius of that to which he had a 
title, it made void that which was grained him al- 



Upon hearing, therefore, that his diftemper was 
fomewhat abated, (for nothing moves with fuch ve- 
locity as fame,) they feemed to enjoy an interval of 
happinefs, which was foon diffufed to the farther 
No. 4a. 



ready ; fo that Caius wasnow left at liberty to treat 
his colleague in what manner he thought proper. 

a T 3 
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For the Unman law gives parent* anabfolutcniitho- 
rit^ over their children, ant! the Supreme magistrate 
an uiicoiitrotilablc power over the people- Caius 
thcrcforr, in ortlcr to gain his point, had only to de- 
clare Tibcrus an enemy, and proceed agatuft him 
according to pleaSure. This, without fcruplc of 
conference, he did, cither to his years, orconfangui- 
uity, or to his quality, as having been trained up 
by the emperor with a view of appointing him to 
the lucccflion. 

It is reported that he commanded him to put art 
end to his own life, ftridly prohibiting many tri- 
bunes and centurions, who were prefent, to aflift in 
fo deteftible an a&, as if he made a point of confid- 
ence of not Spilling royal blood by a common hand. 
He was defirous of appearing tenacious of the laws, 
and covering his hypocrify with the malk of Sanc- 
tity. The royal youth, upon this, who had never 
Seen amurdercommitted, nor had been trained up 
to the exercife of martial arms, as the fons of kings 
generally are in times of peace, offered his throat 
to thofe who approached him ; but every one de- 
clining the office, he took a poinard himfelf, and 
afked where he fliould ftrike, to put an end to a 
•wretched life ; and, after receiving information, 
became his own executioner. Thus died, at the 
inttancc of a cruel brother, the unfortunate and 
innocent Tiberius. 
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Caius ungratefully puts Macro to dextk y to %vfmn he owed 

his life and fortune. 

WHEN Caius had thus removed the firft and 
principal caufe of his jealoufy, and there re- 
mained no competitor for the difaffecfted party to 
Set up againft him, he prepared to make Macro the 
fecond Sacrifice, in which he evinced a mod cruel 
and ungrateful difpofition. Macro had rendered 
him many fignal fervices, not ouly after he had ob- 
tained the empire, (for it is the province of flatter- 
ers to fawn upon the great,) but alfo previous to 
his advancement ; for he was deemed the chief in- 
ftrument that induced Tiberius to appoint him to 
the fucceffion. 

The late emperor through years and experience, 
was well acquainted with mankind, and had faga- 
city to difcern the fprings and motives of human 
adlions ; nor was he lefs powerful than prudent. 
He was fenfibly touched with frequent fufpicious 
of Caius, and had too much reafon to think he was 
averfe to the whole family of Claudius; or if he 
had any teudernefs for his relations, it was for thofe 
only on the mother's fide. He had therefore many 
appreheniions for his grandfon, left being left in his 
minority, his life fliould prove but of fhort date. 
Nor did he look upon Caius as competent to fuftain 
the weight of empire, being a man frothy and in- 
confiftent, without genius for political rule, or a 
mind adapted to Sublime purSuits. 

Macro, however, exerted his utmoft efforts to di£- 
poffes the emperor of his prejudices, left their pre- 
valence fliould exclude Caius from the fucceffion. 
He would frequently infinuate to him what a defe- 
rence and veneration he had for his perfon and dig- 
nity ; and that he retained fo generous a friendfhip 
and refpedt for his kinfman, that he would fnolt 
cordially yield the empire to him alone ; adding, 
that his modefty and referve were unfortunately 
taken for want of fenfe and resolution. 

When he found that the fpecious arguments he 
offered were of none effeft he made no Scruple of 
covenanting for him, and being his fecurity, as he 
had Sufficiently proved his loyalty to the Ca^Sars, 
and particularly to Tiberius, to whom he had been 
of lingular Service, in difcovering and Supprefling 
the con {piracy of Scjanus. In fliort, he extolled 
Caius to the Ikies, if defending him againft caufes 
of fufpiciont and uncertain and dubious charges, 
may be deemed a commendation. Not to multi- 
ply words, he could not have done more for his 
near eft relative than he did for Caius. Many pre- 



tend to fay tha 1 t h i s e x t r a o rd i n a r y r c fp c it was found - 
ed on the Several good office* which Caius rendered 
Macro, j»s hi: was at that time highly in credit 
with the emperor. Othersalledgc that the wife of 
Macro, from a certain attachment to Caius, was 
conftanily importuning her hufband to efpoufehis 
caufe ; and it is well known that female Solicita- 
tion is very powerful, and rarely fails of Succefs. 

Macro, who had no SuSpicion of difhonour, im- 
puted thefc blandifliments of his wife to conjugal 
affection, and was thereby fo far impofed on, that he 
took hismoftdcadlyenemics for his finccreft friends. 
In confequence of this, as he was confeious to him- 
felf that he had been the means of prcferving Caius 
at Several times, he took his ufual liberty of coun- 
selling hi m openly y without harbouring the leaft Sus- 
picion j for his defignwas, like a great matter, to 
make his work perfe&and lafting, that it might not 
perifh through his own negligence, or be deftroyed 
by others. For inftance, if at any time he Saw him 
fleeping at an cntertainment,he would take the free- 
dom to awaken him, Secretly hinting, that it was 
neither decent or Safe, fince it expofed him to dan- 
ger. So likevvife, when at any time he fondly gazed 
at dances, or betrayed a childifh fmile at the ribal- 
dry of buffoons, or vocally accompanied mufical 
inftrumcnts, he would drive to check him, by ad- 
monitory fuggeftions to the following purport : 

iQ It is not for you, Sire, to See, hear, and gratify 
" your SenSes, like other men ; but you are now to 
iC advance yourSelf as much above the reft of the 
** world in the dignity of your mind, as in the eleva- 
" tion of your perSon. For what can be more in- 
M congruous than for the mafter of the world toen- 
cc tertain himfelf with the amufements of linging, 
tc dancing, infipid jetting, and other trifles of that 
Ci kind ? Whereas it is his part, in all cafes, times, 
ic and places, to uphold the majefty of an imperial 
%c prince, as a fhepherd fet over the whole flock, 
cc and aggrandize his character daily. 

■ 

" When you are at the circus, the theatre, or any 
Qi other public fpe&acle, you are not So much toat- 
<c tend the thing in itSelf, as the pains taken to form 
" the entertainment,and to reafon the matter thus : 
" if people take Such care and pains topleaSe Spec- 
<c tators, without any benefit to mankind, purely 
cc for popular applaufe, and at laft reckon it as am- 
C€ pie reward to carry the caufe with credit, what 
" (hall we expedl from the profeffion of a much 
" more excellent art ? That is the art of govern- 
<c ment, which provides for tillage, planting, na- 
cC vigation,and the Security of commerce, in the 
< c eftablifliment of a reciprocal exchange of com- 
cc modities all over the provinces for the Supply one 
€4 of another. Some perfons and places have indeed, 
" been tainted with a venomous envy for this falu- 
" tary provilion and agreement ; but the malignity 
u never went So far,howcver, as topoiSon the whole 
c< world nor the greater part of it ; here and there 
i{ a man, or a family, or perhaps, a city or two, 
cc might be concerned, but for whole countries, or 
nations, there has been nothing of it ; efpecially 
lince your illuftrious family has had the adminif- 
" tration of the government. The monftcrs that 
u formerly had the confidence to domineer in the 
" very hearts of the towns, are now glad to ffiift 
u for themSelves, like wild beafts, into caves, and 
cc hiding places, and have left us in exchange, a 
Cc beneficial intercoufe of correspondence with all 



u 



u quarters of the earth ; which is all Subjected en- 
" tirely to your good pleaSure and conduct. This 




cc 



CQ tender the good of mankind. Wherefore be Sure 
" to have care of it, and make it the bufinefs and 
pleaSure of your life to promote the happinefs of 
your people. Private perfons may do many good 
44 offices among themSelves, Some one way, and 

vate ; but it 
the prince 

c< alone, thrtt the people can ever pretend to be free 

u and eafj * He tnulh have an open hand, and an 



ct Some another, both public and priv; 
u is from the bounty and wifdoui of 
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" expanded IVitil, and no bar to his liberality, but 
** v. but {hull be round ncccflary for a refcrve, to an- 
< 4 iVcr the ciuband chances of government/' 

Thus did'thi* unfortunate counfcllor endeavour 
to work upon th{j mind of Cains ; but all in vain ; 
for his admonitions were not only fcornfully re- 
jected, but be was frequently reproached with 
taunts to the following effceft ; 

44 Here comes my preceptor j but, I thank my 
" ftars for it, I am out of my wardfhip. Hc^fets up 
" for my matter ; but I am part: my childfitfbd ; fo 
<c likewife am a monitorthatunderffandsthc world 
u better than himfelf. The pedant takes upon 
Cc him to mltruct an emperor how to be'iaVe iilm- 
u felf towards his fuhjects, andaitfcmpcror \vI»o -uv- 
<c derftands all the arts of court politics much i»c* 
4t ter than lie can pretend to. This lmn has ihr 
" vanity to acSt the part of my m after i but I would 
u willingly know where he learnt that (kill himfelf 
<c that 1 want ? Alas ! I have been trained up, .from 
u my cradle, to the myfteries of ftate under a variety 
64 of tutors 5 as fathers, brothers, uncles, coufins, 
" grand-fathers, and great-grandfathers, befidesa 
tc continued Aicceffion of fo many great princes in 
44 a right line, both by father and mother ; to fay 
66 nothing of the feeds of royal virtues, that Ihew 
** themfelves commonly in the forming of a go ver- 
44 nor. For as children often referable their pa- 
44 Tents, not in face and manners only, but in their 
44 very 'motions, humours, habits, and geftures, fo 
" does, nature infufe royal abilities into the very 
44 veins of a governor. $ And fhall an idiot take 
46 upon him now to inftrucft me in the myfteries of 
<c an art that,I brought into the world with me ? 
cc Yet an obfeure, mean wretch tutors me upon a 
44 fabjedt of which he knows nothing himfelf. 99 * 

In this manner did Caius alienate himfelf from 
Macro, devifingfalflioods to lay to his charge, and 
cloaking them over with the femblance of the 
truth. While he was deliberating on this matter, 
he availed himfelf of certain expreffions that Macro 
had uttered as the ground of an accufation. They 

were thefe. 

44 Caius is a man of my preferring, and more 
<l obliged tome for what he is, than to his very fa- 
44 ther. It was my intereft that not only once, but 
46 thrice, refcued him from the rage of Tiberius, 
44 when he would have put him to death. After 
44 the death of Tiberius, when the prastorian bands 
ct were under my command, I gave up my guards 
44 into his hands, with this admonitory precaution, 
44 that the empire could never be fafe and entire, 
u but in the hands of a fingh perfon." 

This was not only true beyond contradiction, but 
believed by many who heard it, as they were not ac- 
quainted with the mutable andinconftant temper of 
Caius, and of that diflimulation and hypocrify of 
which he was mafter. However, not many days 
after this, the unfortunate Macro and his wife were 
removed out of the way, to gratify the ambition and 
barbarity of Caius. Sad recompence for loyalty and 
afFe&ion in the extreme ! It is beyond difbute that 
Macro, who, withfedulous endeavours, ftrovefirft 
to ferve Caius, and then caufed the empire to be 
vefted in him alone, received this reward for his 
pains. It was reported that the unhappy man and 
his wife were forced to lay violent hands on them- 
felves, notwithftanding the former attachment of 
Csefar to the latter j but the Tallies of unlawful 
paffions are irregular and unaccountable. 



CHAP. V. 

The cruelty of Cains towards Syllanius, his father-in-law^ 

and fever al others. 

WHEN this treacherous prince had rid himfelf 
of the danger of a competitor, and taken off 
Macro and all his domcftics, he turned his mind to 



If a third exploit, in the conduct of which he had rc- 
II courfe to deeper ftratageni than that of the two 
former. lie had a father-in-law, named Marcus 
Syllanus, a perfon brave in arms, and of ilhiflrious 
defcent, who, though his daughter was fnatched 
away by an untimely death, paid Caitis the fame 
refpedfc as before, not doubting of a reciprocal re- 
turn ; but he cherifhed hopes that proved vain and 
fallacious in the end. 

Syllanus, being a man frank and open in his terh- 
I per, would frequently introduce the topics of mo- 
rals and politics, as the offices and fun&ions of a 
prince, and the meafures of government and good 
jj' order. He often admoniff led him upon thefe points, 
jf with a freedom becoming bis quality and ftation : 
l&eirdes the death of his daughter being frefh in his 
j irjcmory, the ienfe of the affinity he thought could 
\\ iSt be fo foon forgotten^ But the emperor inter- 
I prcted this friemt&kcounfcl as reproach, and looked 
j upon it as a difhdro|ur done him, for any man to 
arrogate a degree of prudence, temperance, forti- 
tude, or juftice, fuperior to himfelf ;' fo that he 
conceived an avcrfion to Syllanus, as he had done 
to other inftru&ors, and conlidered him as his pro- 
fefled enemy. He fuppofed him amain obftacleto 
the purfiiit of his inordinate defires ; and therefore, 
in a fit of outrage, bid a final adieu to the memory 
of his deceafed wife, and followed thebarbarity with 
a treacherous pradlice upon the life of her father, 
tho' one of the mod rcfpe&able of his time. The 
fame of this murder, and others little lefs confi- 
derable that followed upon it, ftruck the whole 
world with horror and indignation; but fear re- 
I {trained open reprobation, while every one main- 
i tained their own private opinion. 

j The common people, however, whofe minds aro 
j given to change both in point of words and actions, 
j could fcarcely be brougfit to believe it poffible that 
j a prince, who was fo humane, candid and generous, 
I one day, could prove fo mercilefs,falfe and bloody, 
! the next, and therefore, took upon them thejuftifi- 
I cation of his condudt, and urged in his defence, the 
j equity of the caufe. They ftated, that as to Ti- 
J berius his co-heir, the law of nature would not ad- 
mit of a partner in fovereignty ; that it was only an 
a<ft of prevention to take away the life of a man 
who -would have flain him, had it been in his power ; 
that it could not have been fo juftly termed homi- 
cide 5 as a favour of Divine Providence, in remov- 
ing Tiberius for the common good of mankind, to 
prevent them from being divided into parties, and 
to efcape as well foreign as civil wars, that might 
follow thereupon ; for nothing is more defirable 
than tranquility and peace , that peace was the re- 
fult of good government, that is a government 
where no competitions are encouraged by any di- 
vifions of the prince. " 

Their opinion refpe&ing Macro was, that he had 
become immoderately ambitious, having banifhed 
from his mind the Delphic oracle, which enjoins 
every one to know himfelf and would have been the 
fource ofhishappinefs,had henot defeated it by his 
inattentions and non-compliance ; that it was un- 
becoming a man to arrogate the part of the prince, 
I or ftrive to reduce the emperor Caius to a level with 
himfelf ; and that it was the fovereign's province to 
command, the fubje&'s to obey. In this manner 
did fome illiterate people defcant upon wholefome 
counfels and admonitions, either owing to their 
refentment or want of knowledge to diftinguifh 
things, and trace effects from their true caufe. 

Syllanus, in the meantime was notfree from the 
cenfure of the envious, who infinuated, that it was 
abfiird in him to fuppofe or pretend, that a father- 
in-law was vefted with as much authority over his 
fon as a real father ; that private citizens, on their 
fons being advanced to dignified ftations, made no 
I fcruple of giving them the precedence ; thatSylla- 
I nus difcovered grofs limplicity and ignorance in in- 
I termeddling with affairs that bynomeansconcern- 
I edhim, nor having fenfe tokuowthathis affinity to 
J the emperor expired with his daughter; for though 
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marriage connects families for a time, the alli.ince 

is dHlo/vcd by <lcaeli« 

Tlicfcohfrrvatjotis were banded about to fa vc the 
emperor's credit as much as poffiblc ; for the public 
having a fixed opinion of his humanity and orobity, 
could not be induced to believe that a total reverfc 
of character could fo fuddenly be produced. 



C H A P. VI. 

The cxccffivc ambition of Cains in arrogating Divine 

honours . 

HAVING thus gained his point, in the difputes 
above mentioned, againft three principal par- 
ties, and obtained victories over citizens of eques- 
trian and fenatorial dignity, and another over one^rf 
his own family, Cams fuppofed that the moft pow- 
erful being removed out of the way, that he fhould 
become formidable to all around him. Sucji, in- 
deed, was his ambition and arrogance, he could 
no longer contain himfclf within any bounds, or 
even the limits of human nature, but afpired to Di- 
vine honours, and was for tranflating the emperor 
into a demi-god. The ground of his whimfical 
pretence was, cc that, as the matter of other flocks, 
fuch as fhepherds, herdfmen, and the like, are of a 
more excellent nature than the beafts, fo the Su- 
preme governor of men in fociety ought to be ef- 
teemedfar more elevated than the fcale of human 
nature, and admitted to rank with the gods." 

On his fir ft embracing this opinion, like a man in- 
fatuated, he grafped at a romantic tale infteadof a 
true one. At length, having ventured to publifh 
his confecration, he proceeds farther, and afcended 
by certain gradations. At firft he emulated the 
demi-gods, as^Bacchus, Hercules, Caftor, Tropho- 
nius, Amphiarus, Amphilocus, and the like. Upon 
this he was coutinually changing charafter and 
drefs, like the mimic in the dramatic fcene. Atone 
time he would perfonate Hercules, with his club 
and lion's Ikin; at another he would alfume a mar- 
tial bonnet, and reprefent Caftor. Sometimes he 
would appear in a fawn's Ikin, and a thyrfus wrapt 
in ivy, in imitation of Bacchus. But he referved to 
himfclf this peculiar priviledge, that, whereas his 
fellow demi-gods were content with the honours and 
ceremonies refpe&ively appropriated to them feve- 
rally confidered, Caius engrolfed them all to him- 
fclf, in order that he might foar above thofe whom 
he envied. 



But what excited the admiration of his followers 
was his extraordinary adroitnefsin metamorphofis; 
not that he had three bodies, like Gerion, but his 
transforming one body into fo many (hapes, like 
Proteus, whom homer introduced as turning him- 
felf into a variety of appearances, fuch as elements, 
animals, and rivers. 

But wherefore, O Caius, do you aflume the 
figures and trophies of thofe images, -without imi- 
tating the virtues that are refpedtively afcribed to 
them? The labours and hazards of Hercules were 
all employed for the good of mankind, in deliver- 
ing the world, both at fea and land, from themon- 
fters that infefted it. Bacchus cultivated the vine, 
and extracted a cordial drink, in the juice of the 
grape, that chears boththebody and mind. Itfub- 
dues our cares, and foothes our misfortunes. Wine 
recreates the health, and makes us moread:ive and 
valiant. It is of lingular advantage to private per- 
fons, families, and cities : and a chearful cup is but a 
tranfition from labour to reft. The Greeks and bar- 



Has he d 



mgly he dsvifed an cxpctUcnt to compound thr dH 
Acuity, which was by dividing the immortality and 
mortality of the two brothers equally betwixt 
them, and fixing two different natures upon the 
fame bafia of equity and rcafon. And this is the 
very fountain and fpringof all jufticc. 

Thcfc worthies having diftinguifhed thcmfelvcs, 

by their good offices, as the friends of mankind, 
were upon that fcorc held in profound admiration, 
and deemed worthy of divine honours. But with re- 
fpeft to Caius, it may be aflked, what great or good 
ad: he ever performed to entitle him to the honours 
of a demi-god I To begin with Caftor. lnftead of 
emulating the heroic bravery of fo generous a friend 
and brother, he put to death his brother and co-heir 
in the flower of his age, and condemned his lifter to 
baniflimcnt to fecurehis ufurpation. What has he 
done after the example of Bacchus ? Has lie pro- 
duced any invention beneficial to the community ? 

iffufed with Bacchus joy and gladnefs ? 
Do Europe and Afia partake of his munificence ? 
Inventions he has, indeed, difcovered, but fuch as, 
like an epidemical peftilence, turn joy into mourn- 
ing, and render mankind weary of their lives. He 
ranfacked the eaft and weft, and all the other re- 
gions extendingnorth and fouth, for their choiceft 
commodities, to fatisfy his unbounded avarice, 
which he returned by taxes and impofts, to make 
the burden of the oppreffion intolerable. So much 
for the imitation of Bacchus. 

In like manner did he exhibit a noble portrait of 
Hercules, by the valient and indefatigable achieve- 
ments of his arm, by his wholefome laws, upright 
determinations, by a plentiful increafe of the fruits 
of the earth, wherewith he blelled the iflandsand 
the continent ? Might we not rather exclaim, indo- 
lent, pufillanimous mortal ! who expelled peace 
and tranquility from his cities, and rendered the in- 
habitants mutinous and feditious ! 

Was Caius defirous of being ftiled a god for the 
abominations and deftrudtions which he brought 
upon his fubje<5ts in general, and that the)' might 
beperpetual? Imuftdifferin opinion, perfuaded 
that if he had been admitted to rank with the gods, 
his linifter and perverfe views would have foon de- 
jedtedhimtoa level with mortality. If divinity is 
the confequence of excelling in virtue, it follows 
that mortality refuks from being notorious in vice: 
he could not therefore pretend to the friend/hip 
that fubflfted between the fons of Jove, who was 
both an homicide and fratricide. Nor could he 
partake of the excellent nature either of Hercules 
or Bacchus, who diftinguilhed themfelves by their 
good offices ; whereas he adled in contradiction to 
every principal of honour and virtue. 



bariansintroduced it to crown their feftivals, which ing good offices, 
-without it would have been languid, dull, and fpi- 
ritiefs* 



C H A P. VII. 

The vanity and arrogance of Caius incrcafc, infomnch 
that he afpires to a mere exalted rank arnexg/i the 
gods of antiquity. 

CAIUS at length was actuated by fuch a degree 
of infatuation, that, not content with entering 
into a competition with demi-gods, he proceeded to 
rival thofe of an higher clafs, as Apollo, Mars, and 
Mercury. He imitated the latter, by aftuming an 
elegant mantle, a caduceus in his hand, and binding 
winged bulkins on his feet. Having laid a fide 
thefe ornaments, he perfonated Apollo, encircling 
his temples with a radient crown, holding a bow 
and quiver in his left hand, and the graces in his 
right, intimating that we fliould be forward in do- 



Of the twins of Jupiter, Caftor and Pollux, it is 
reported that the one gave immortality to the other. 
For as the one was born fubjectto mortality, and 
the other immortal, be whofe condition was thehap- 
pier,chofe rather to difpenfe with his priviledge 
than not dilcover his love to his brother. Accord- 



Next to this he inftituted dances for the finging 
of Pagans to him who juft before was representing 
Bacchus : for whenever he alfumed the habit of this 
god> they called him Evius, Libes, and Lycaeus. 
Several times he appeared with a breaft-plate, an 
helmet, a fhield, and advanced in a pompous man- 
ner, with a fabre drawn, in imitation of Mars. On 
each fide he had a band of homicides, orbravoes, 
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r.dlrd Salii, ready to rxrcutc any cruelty be en- 
joined ihern, and gratify hisfavag^ difpofjriofi,tifat 
delighted in blood. JJy thefe horrid fpcAaclcs lie 

(truck terror into the people, who were fur prized 
that lie fhouhl n flume the honours of thofe whole 
virtues he defpifed, and content himfelf only with 
their endgits ; tho' thefe outward habiliments arc 
annexed to the images as intimations of the bounty 
and goodnefs of the gods to thofe that truly love Sc 
fear them* For example, to what purpofe is Mer- 
cury reprcfented with winged bulkins ? becaufe, bc- 
ingthe mcflcngcr orambafiadorof thcgods( whence 
he has a Greek appellation that denotes the fame) 
lie is prodigioufly fwift, and borne along with ex- 
panded wings, and furprizing rapidity- He is alfo 
depicted with a caduccus, which is the badge of a 
conciliator orpcace-maker : for it is the herald that 
determines war,eitherby ftriking peace,or making 
treaties : if thefe means were not admitted, there 
would be no end put to. the hodilities of jarring 
princes, and injuries and in Cults would be continu- 
ed to be committed without controul. 



tting on 



What could be the defign of Caius in pntti 
the winged bulkins ? Was it to publifli the depra- 
vity of his principles and conduct throughout all 
the provinces of the empire ? A fcandal that, on the 
contrary fliould have been buried in fllence. Nor 
was there a neceffity for this rapid courfe ; becaufe 
had he not remained upon one fpot, he would have 
poured mifchiefs upon mankind, as it were, in a de- 
luge. Why aifumc the caducem, that emblem of 
peace, when he was conftantly raiflng feuds and 
animolities, and filled every city, Grecian and bar- 
barian, with intedinc fedition, and civil difcord ? 
Away then with every claim to the character of 
Mercury. Let us now conflder in what inftance 

he refembies Apollo. 

lie wears, it is true, a radiant crown, the rays of 
which reprefenting thofe of the fun, are beauti- 
fully imitated by the artift, as if either the fun, or 
a general light, pleafed him much better than the 
night, and the thickeft darknefs, to perpetrate his 
horrid defign s in. Honeft and virtuous actions 

Hand in need of .the noon-day to render them con- 
lpicuous, but bafe and finifter practices, that will 
not ftand the teft, require the thickeft darknefs to 
cover them. Let them, therefore, be condemned 
to the regions of Tartarus, and never fee thelight. 
The enligns he might tranfpofe with the greatell 
propriety, putting the bow and quiver into his 
right hand, that lie may ftrike with fure aim at 
men, women children, cities, and families, accord- ! 
ing to cultom, and the Graces into his left, unlefs 
he had rather fcatter them entirely ; for it is plainly 
evident he does but abufe them, in coveting the 
polfelfions of other people, and, after having drip- 
ped the owners, putting them to death 5 bringing 
this calamity upon them becaufe they were rich 
As to Apollo's medicinal quality, he manifeftly in- 
verts it ; for that god was the inventor of falutary 
remedies, and fo well difpofed, that he was always 
ready to heal thofe difordetfs of which others had 
been the caufe. 

Caius, on the contrary, brought difeafes on thofe 
that were well, mutilations on thofe that were 
found ; and inflicted death, with his own hand, on 
the living,before nature had determined their time. 
He made diligent fearch after feveral forts of poi- 
fons, whereby, had not the divinejuftice prevented 
him, all the bed & mod virtuous men in every city, 
under his dominion had certainly been deftroyed. 
This damnable preparation was defigncd for the 
noble and wealthier fort, chiefly the Italians, and 
thofe within the metropolis ; as there was more 
gold and diver hoarded up within that compafs of 
ground, than in the whole world bedde. There- 
fore he made his own country the point to aim at, 
uul file wed himfelf the fcourgc, the plague, and 
he dedrudtion of his fubjects. 

Apollo was likewife as famous for his prophetic 
iniid as his medicinal knowledge, but all his en- 
lowments were applied to the benefit of mankind, 
iy his oracles he directed the doubtful, who were 
n danger of taking good for evil, and kept them 



from wavering, or deviating into the paths of er- 
ror. Nriy, Im foreknowledge of future events was 
fo rcrtain, that men plajcrrd an implicit reliance on 
the refultof their confutations. 

If we oppofc to thrfc the frivilous oracles of 
Caius, which prognodicatcd infamy, confifcations, 
exile, and death, to all men of rank and merit, what 
affinity will they appear to bear to thofe of the true 
Apollo? Away then with thefe fa lie P;eans made 
to imitate thofe that are genuine 5 for if the adul- 
teration of coin be deemed criminal, it is much 
more fo to proditutc divine honours. . 

But nothing could be more ludicrous or con- 
temptible, than for a body and mind, fo enervate 
and effeminate, to rival theftrength and fortitude 
of Mars, and endeavour to impofe on tbefpe&ators 
by various and lingular appearances, as the mimic 
does upon the flage. We arc no ftrangers to the 
courage of Mars. Jfpeaknot of the fabulous deity, 

but of that by which we underftand natural forti- 
tude, exerted in behalf of the innocent and opprcfc 
fed, as is evinced from the original Greek word, 
which fignifies to help. Mars has two names : one of 
them imports a lover of peace, fo far as it condu- 
ces to the good of the public j and the other a 
friend to war, that is Aire to be attended with 
bloodfhed and confufion. 



CHAP. Vllt 

of Caius towards the Jews for ; 

divine honour i< 



IT has been rendered fufficiently apparent that 
Caius had no pretence to rankamongfl the gods, 
either fuperior or inferior, as there was no kind of 
affinity betwixt them, cither in nature or eflencc, in 
inclination or manners. Our dedres are often di- 
rected by a blind fatality, efpecially when ambition 
and an unbounded liberty, are annexed to them ; 
and this was formerly the ruin of our nation. The 
Jews were the only people that raifed fufpicions in* 
the mind of Caius, as mod refolute in obftrudting 
his defign, becaufe they had been tatight from their 
infancy ,by their parents and preceptors, and chiefly 
by their divine laws, that there was but one God, 
the Father and Creator of the Univerfe. The reft 
of the world, though under terrible apprehenfions 
for the confequence of his proceedings, were obli- 
ged to join the general voice, in extolling that am* 
bitious mortal to the Ikies. 

Some introduced the manners and cudoms of the 
barbarians into Italy, by which the Roman worfllip 
and rites were much corrupted. The nation of the 
Jews, in fact, was the only one that lay under fufpi- 
cion of oppoiing the deity of this fantaitical empe- 
ror. They were known to have refigned them- 
drives voluntarily to death, as if it were but enter- 
ing upon a date of immortality, rather than differ 
an infringement upon the lead article of the rites 
of their country. Becaufe, as wc obferve in build- 
ings, if one part be wanting, though the reft may 
feem to ftand firm, yet time will mould erit by de- 
grees, till it falls to pieces. 

The point in queftion was no trifle, but of the 
higheft importance : for a man, born mortal, to en- 
deavour to metamorphofe himfelf into the form of 
an immortal God, is an impiety than which nothing 
canbe more execrable. It opens an inlet to the mod 
enormous crimes, as infidelity and ingratitude to 
the univerfal benefactor, who amply diftributes his 
bounties to the whole race of mankind. This was 
the caufe that involved our nation in fo deftrudtive 
a war ; for what greater misfortune can befal a 
fcrvant than to be fubjectto a maftcr who is his a- 
vowed and profeded enemy ? Subjects are thefer- 
vants of emperors ; and a mild and lawful govern- 
ment is thehappinefs of mankind. But the govern- 
ment of Caius rendered the condition of his fub- 
je&s infupportable. He was a prince without hu- 
manity who knew no other law than his own will, 
and abrogated all other firovifions as fupcrftuous. 
Of all people under the fun, the date of the Jews 
was mod defperatc, under the arbitrary fway of a 



«4 



5*> 



V it I U M K M B A S S Y «( v ti!e J E W S of A f, K X A K I> it I A* 



jiKiriftcr of tyranny, inftcad.of the father of his 
people. 



CHAP. IX. 



The horrid outrage of the Alexandrians againfl thtJiM % 

upon the occafivn of the perjecntion of Casus. 



than ravage heads, they cut into pieces, infomuch 
that no remainscould be found for burial. 

The governor of the province, who, by the intcr- 
politionof his authority, could, in a very fhort time, 
have put a flop to the outragcsof thclc mifcrcants, 
affe&cd ignorance of the very things he favv and 
heard, fo that having liberty to purine their tnca- 



WHEN the tumultuous and (editions people of furc ^ lh proceeded to ades of greater violence. 
Alexandria had notice at the rigorous pro- Having- collected themfelvcsintonumcrousparties. 



Alexandria had notice of the rigorous pro- 
ceedings of Caius towards the Jews, they immedi- 
ately took advantage of the opportunity of exe- 
cuting a long meditated revenge. Had the Empe- 
ror permitted, or given exprefs orders for, their vi- 
olent proceedings, we could not have been more ex- 



Having collc&ed themfelves into numerous parties, 
they went to the oratories, or places of prayer, 
which were in feveral parts of the city, and either 
plundered them, cut down the trees about them* or 
entirely levelled them with the ground. Some they 
burnt, by throwing fire into them, with fo much 



pofed to their rage and fury, or, by the right of c and fuf t hat*the houfes adjoining could not 

\var,been more reduced to their power. They maf- - - ~ - * 

facreduswith relentlefs cruelty ; broke into houfes, 



efcape their deftru&ivc hands ; as it is difficult to 
flop a conflagration where there is combuftible 



turned men, women, and children out of doors, and 11 matter to work upon 
plundered and carried off all effects of value. This 

they did not after the mannerof thieves in thenight, J! I decline relating an account of the monumental 



•who aft under the apprehenfion of being detected 
and brought to juftice, but committed their depre- 
dations in the very face of the fun, boafting of what 
they had done, and expofing their plunder with as 
much confidence as if it had been their legal pro- 
perty. Nay, they formed themfelves in bands and 
companies, who fliared in the booty, and divided 
the lpoil in the market-place, while the proprietors 
looked on, and were grofsly reviled and infulted. 

It was certainly a hardfliip in the extreme formen 
of rank and property, who lived in affluence, to be 
turned out of their habitations, and expofed to want, 
and that without a moment's warning, or the leaft 
default on their fide. But no confideration had 
weight with thofe mifcreants, who perfifted in their 
outrages, and were more cruel and rapacious than 
the mo ft forage of the brute creation, 

Thefe calamities, however, are more tolerable 



and illuftrious memorials of the Roman princes 
that were made a facrificc in this conflagration by 
this frantic mob ; (liields, crowris, and golden fta- 
tues, which they ought to have held in veneration. 
But their fury was beyond all reftraint. To fix 
themfelves in the good graces of the emperor as 
firmly as poffible, and promote the execution of his 
deftru&ive defign on the Jews, to whom they knew 
he was mortally averfe, they had reconrfe to new 
arts of flattery and infinuatiou, and thus proceeded. 

As there were many of our oratories which they 
had not been able to fet fire to, becaufe of the great 
number of Jews that dwelt in them, they devifed 
other means of deftroy ing them,toge t her with their 
rites and manner ofworfhip. They fet up the fta- 
tue of Caius in all of them ; but in the greateft and 
moft famous, his ftatue was railed aloft, but witH 
fo much hafte, and over-oiiicious duty,that, having 
no new horfes caft, they took out of the gy mnafiurti, 



than thofe which will appear in the fequel ; for they or place of exercife, four rufty ones, with their ears, 



forced, out of every corner of the city, thoufands 
of men, women, and children, like fo many flieep, 
into a narrow place, refembling a cave, making 
no doubt of finding them, within a few days, 
a pile of carcafes, for want of food or breath, the 
place beingclofe and fmothering, and the air taint- 
ed with the frequent refpirations of fo great acon- 
courfe of people. Thefe miferable wretches, when 
they could no longer fuftain the hardships to which 
they were expofed from hunger and fiiffocation, be- 
took themfelves, fome towards the fea-fide, others 
to remote burying-places, all defirous of a little 
pure and wholefome air. Thofe who were found 
remaining behind in other parts of the city, or ig- 
norant of the calamities that threatened them, ap- 
peared abroad, & were unmercifully treated, either 
wounded with (tones, or beaten to death with clubs. 
A few out of the number, who were pent up in a 
narrow corner of the city, were befet with fpies, 
who watched narrowly that none of them privately 
made their efcape, which was naturally to be ex- 
pected ; not fo much for their own fakes, as to fa ve 
their families from perifhingby hunger. The Alex- 
andrians kept a ftridt guard upon that quarter, to 
prevent their getting away ; and as many as they 
intercepted, they firft put to the torture, and then 
to death, with all the rage and cruelty imaginable. 

There was another party of them that lay in am- 
bufh about the ports of the river for the Jewifh 
merchants, whofe effects they took away in the fight 
of the owners, and then making piles of the planks 
of their veflels, burnt many to death. Others were 
burnt in themidftofthe city after a moft miferable 
manner. There being no dry wood to be found, 
they brought branches that were green and in fap, 
and having fet thefe on flame, the poor wretches 

were thrown in, and endured greater torment s from 
the fmoke than the fire, hecaule,from the greennefs 
of the matter, a thick fmoaky fire arofe that burnt 
but weakly, and was foon extinguifhed, leaving few 
or no a flies at all. Several were dragged with cords 
through the middle of the market-place, arnidfl 
the infults of the mob, who {pared not even the 
bodies of the dead, which, with more barbarity 



tails, and feet very much worn, which, according 
to report had been dedicated to Cleopatra, the lalt 
queen of that name. Now the infult committed in 
this adtion was palpable. Was it according to the 
rules of decorum to dedicate to a Roman emperor, 
who endeavoured to emulate a god, what had been 
eredted to the honour of a woman ; things that . 
were foreign to the purpofe, and had been the en- 
figns of another ? Were not they fearful of incur- 
ring the difpieafure of Caius, by honoring him with 
fiich a gift ; an emperor paflionate, and one who 
had arrogated tohimfelf all honours, and thofe the 
moft fplendidand magnificent ? However, for this 
famous adtion, they were in hopes of obtaining 
praife, and greater favour chart they had hitherto 
done. They changed, however, their oratories into 
new temples, andincreafed the number of temples 
that were dedicated to Caius, not fo much to ho- 
nour him in the a<5lion, as to gratify their own pac- 
tions, in wreaking their vengeance by any means 
upon the Jews, as can be rendered evident. It is 
obfervable, that, during the reign of ten kings, 
whom they count in fucceffion for three hundred 
years,notone of themhad a ftatue dedicated to him 
in the oratories, though they gave thefe very prin- 
ces the title of gods in their fuperfcriptions, and 
for what reafon i becaufe they certainly knew that 
they were men, fince, among their deities, they 
have abundance of creatures, belonging to land and 
water, as well asbirds of the air, with whofe altars, 
temples, and groves, all Egypt is well ftocked. 

But as thefe people are the grofleft of flatterers, 
and court princes for their fortunes rather than their 
perfons, they might fay, perhaps, that, as emperors 
are greater and more confiderable than the Ptole- 
mies, fo it is but reafonable they fhould have more 
honour done them. A moft ridiculous pretence! 
Why did they not decree the fame honours to Au- 
guflus before Caius, who (lood indebted to him for 
the empire ? a prince w ho, for the whole fpace that 
he held the £overnment, never occafioned one war, 
either in Greece or Barbery, but every place, to 
his death, enjoyed the fweet.s of peace, and the (ere- 
nity of a quiet government* Was noble dcfcent an 



To THE k m P r. n o ii cam; s c a j, i c u /, A. 



j-or he was much fiipcrior to Cams, both by father 
and mother. Was he inferior in point of erudition ? 
It is denied ; for none of hia cotcmporarics could II or 



w 
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nbflacle to his preferment I JVidcnlJy other wife jf amidft fo univerfal a confirm of nations, anythiii" 

1 1 1 '* " ' 1 " '* A< ' vas wanting that wj»jufHy due to the honour of 

hufur, without Jetting up ftatues sn the Jcwifh 
ratoriesf Why therefore were they omitted? 
Without prevarication for this reafon. 

They were lb well convinced of the gencroiity 
and julticc of C.-efar, that they were perfuaded he 
would be as tender of the rights and privileges of 
the feveral provinces as of tlie Roman ceremonies. 
He received thefe honours from blind flatterers, 
not from any principle of approbation, but becaufc 
the dignity of the empire feemed to require it, as 
thefe aCts procure a veneration for government. 
That he was never elated by thefe obfequious du- 
ties, is evident from his never fuffering himfelf to 
beaddreffed in the rtyie of the gods^fo great was 
his aver lion tofofcrvile a way of adulation. Nay, 
he declared his fatisfaftion with the Jews refufal 
to comply with, that abominable practice. He 
wquld never elfc have fuifered fo considerable a part 
of the city beyond the Tiber to be inhabited by 
Jews, and the greater part of them freemen too, 
that is men, who having been prifonersof war, were 
fet at liberty by their mafters,.and permitted to 
live according to the laws and religion of their 
country. He was no ftranger to the nature of their 
oratories, and their worfliip on the fabbath days, 
conformably to the practice. of their forefathers. 
He knew likewifethat theycollected their firft fruits, 
and feht them to Jerufalem, together with certain 
minifters, who obtained facrifices for them ; yet he 
neither expelled them the city, or punifhed theni 
otherwife, as he might have done, In Paleftine it- 
felf they were allowed the free exercife of their 

without check or rcftraint. Nor did he 



pretend to more learning or prudence. Could any 
valid objection be founded on his advanced age I 
far from it ; for he not only gave lignal proofs of 
hia tmderftanding in early life, but was eminent for 
the continuance of his abilities in its decline. Yet 
fuch a character muft be paffcd over in filence, 
while one, in every inftancc of merit deficient, arro»- 
o atcsaclaim to being deified. Auguftus was avir- 
tuousmau. and virtue, according to tlie maxtmof 
the greateft philofophers in every age, is the only 
liability. He obtained the venerable name of Au- 
guftus, not as an hereditary honour tranfmitted 
from his anceftors, but as due to hispeMbnai merit, 
and thence defcending to his pofterity. 

■ 

The whole world feemed to contend for fove- 
reignty when he came to the empire. The mari- 
time and Mediterranean provinces, under the con- 
duct of each Roman general, dilHnguifhed for his 
dignity and honour, were parties in the famous 
ftruggle. The vaft couutries and regions of the 
world followed one another, and engaged in the 
grand decifivc battle that was to award the globe 
to the conqueror. The remotcft nations were 
re jed to partake of the two intcrefts, one lide or 
t* j other; and the land and feajqiued their forces ; 
fo that during this grand revolution, almoft all 
mankind had been fwallowcd up in the definition 
and mutual defeats that were given by either fide, 
had not one man, a prince of an auguft family, 
come in time, and given his afliftance when affairs 
wereatthelaft gafp. This prince was Ccefar, who, 
after he had driven back the ftorm that raged on 
every fide, reftored a perfect calm to the affiidtcd 
race of mankind, who remedied the public calami- 
ties that vifitcd both the Greeks and barbarions, 
that, beginning at eaft and fouth, diffufed their 
baleful influence to the weft and north, while the 
countries that lay betwixt them were expofed to 
all manner of evils. This was he that reftored li- 
berty to all the provinces, and freed them from 
their chains. This was he who removed not only 
the fear of wars, but alfo all manner of depredation 
and plunder. This was he who fcoured the fea of 
pirates, and caufed it to be navigated by veffels of 
merchandize ; who brought order out of confufion, 
and reduced the moft barbarous and inhofpitable' 
of nations to a focial and benevolent difpofition. 
He gave large immunities to the Grecian 
cities, and annexed to Greece the richeft and belt 
fituated countries of the barbarians. He main- 
tained peace, adminiftered juftice, and fcattcred 
his bounties amongft the people in fo generous a 
profuiion, that they wanted for nothing ; and this 
was his courfe and practice to the end of his days. 
Yet, after all thefe obligations to fo great and glo- 
rious a benefactor during his aufpicious reign, there 



religion, 

prohibit them from holding the aflemblies where 

•A C-* 

they tjaughttheirlaws ; nor, by any edict or procla- 
mation^ annul their folcmn ciiftom of fending and 
offering their firft fruits. On the contrary, he held 
our worfliip in fuch veneration, that many of his 
domeftics prefented gifts which are extant in our 
temple, wherein he commanded victims to be of- 
fered every day, at his own charge, to the Moft 
High God. Thefe folemnities are ltill performed, 
and will fo continue as a lafting monument of the 
virtues of this excellent emperor. Upon all occa- 
fions of diftributing money and corn amongft the 
people, he waspleafed to order the Jews their pro- 
portion ; and if the day for difpenfing it happened 
on the fabbath, when we are not allowed to give 
nor receive, the officers were commanded to re- 
ferve their fliare till the next day. This generous 
care fo enhanced the reputation of the Jews, that 
it kept their enemies in awe, and deterred them 
from violating their cuftoms and rites. 

The Jews were likewifc favoured with the fahc- 
tion of Tiberius, though Sejanus endeavoured to 
irritate him againft them, and to involve Italy iit 
new commotions. But Tiberius, on the death of 
the traitor, difcovered that the crimes he had laid 



was never heard of any fuch things as ftatues or j to the chargeof the Jews were mere calumnies, and 
images to his honour in any of their oratories: that his principal delign was to remove them out pf 
though, if any mortal had a right to fuch extraor- the way, as the men moft likely of all others to op- 
dinary tokens of refpedt, it was certainly this prince; 
not only as the founder of the auguft Imperial fa- 
mily, and the belt defervingof all mankind, but as 
taking the power out of many hands into one, and 
affuming the condudt of it himfelf : for it is a very 
jult njaxim, tc that many voices are the caufe of 
many mifchiefs." Befides, the whole world had 
decreed him divine honours,fuch as temples, groves, 



porticos, more beautiful than which, none, either 
ancient or modern, were everfeen in any cities, 
particularly that temple dedicated to Ccefar in 
Alexandria, under the name of Sebafte, a piece in- 
comparably tranfeending all others. It ftands fitu- 
ateoppofite a moft commodious harbour,very high, 
and large in proportion. It is an eminent land- 
mark, full of choice paintings and ftatues, with do- 
nations in abundance. It is ornamented with gold 
and (liver. The model is curious and regular in the 
difpolition of the parts, as galleries, libraries, por- 
ches, courts, walks, and confecrated groves, mag- 
nificent and elegant as expence and art could ren- 
der them. Can it then reafonably be flippof cd, that, 



pofehis wicked mcafure, and the fcheme he had 
concerted to take away the life of the emperor. In 
confequence of this, orders were difpatched to all 
the governors of provinces, to treat fuch of the Jews, 
as appeared to retain their allegiance, with lenity ; fo 
that,uponthe whole,noinnovation wasmade within 
the tribes ; but> on the other hand, they were com- 
mended as lovers cf peace, while laws of morality 
tended to eftablifli the public tranquillity; 

C H A P. X, 

■ 

Cains is exafperated agair/Ji the Jews of slUxandria 
by the artful infiKHP.iions of an Egyptian^ called 
lid; co. 

CAIUS was at length fo puffed up with ambition 
and vanity, that lie believed himfelf to be the 
o*od he pretended ; and 3 amongft all his fubjects, 
Greeks or barbarians, none were fo inclined to 
countenance the phrenzv, as the people of Alexan- 
I dria, who are certainly addicted, intbehigheft 
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lainmcuts ; indeed, in every fcciic of fcM;i«;ai ple«- 
fiirc. Iking principal or all his aitcKdnuK*, he bad 
the entire command of his ear; and as he was free 
from other avocations, lie had condant opportuni- 
ty of poifoning liis mind with fables, intcrf "perfed 
with detraction and ribaldry calculated at once to 
amufc aiul prejudice him a gain ft our nation. His 
apparently principal aim v. as the plcafurc of the 
prince, but this in reality was iranfient ; for the 
main fcope of this pernicious Have s intention was 
to throw oblique acculations, in order to ruin us 
in his opinion. At length he iccmcl to have laid 
afide the niaik, employed the whole force of bis 
battery againft ns, and plied liis artilleiy with fnch 
addrefs, as could not fail to work a moll powerful 

impreflion on the mind of the emperor. 



C II A P. XI 



The Jews of Alexandria find deputies to the 
Cuius Caefar to complain of their grievances 
is appointed chit] oj the cmbajfy. 



emperor 
Philo 



j/rec, to diflnmilafion, flattery, r.nd by{>ocr'*fy. 
They poflefs the arts of prevarication ai:d infinu.i- 
tiou ; a j;d arc highly qualified for raWing public 
commotion.*, and overturning a fyttcm of good go- 
vernment. Thofc who wifli to form an idea of the 
veneration they have for the name of God, need 
only reflect that their afps, and fcvcral other crea- 
tures, arc honoured with it: therefore, as they arc 
fo prodigal of this facrcd name, they impofe on the 
timorous, and fuch as are not acquainted with their 
horrid impiety ; but to fuch as are duly informed, 
and rightly eftimate things, it is as open as the day. 

Caius, ignorant of this, was fo infatuated as to 
believe that the Alexandrians held him to be a god ; 
for fuch was their diffimulation, that there was no 
apparent difference betwixt the falfc worfhip and 
the true, the acclamations and external formalities 
being the very fame. Thus mifled, he imagined 
the innovations they brought into the oratories to 
be the pure refult of their minds, and a ftrongde- 
iire to pleafe him. He had frequent accounts fent 
him from Alexandria of thefe trail factions ; nor 
could any poem, written in celebration of him, af- 
ford him fuch pleafure , and, to add to his fatisfac- 
tion, the intelligence was conveyed to him by one 
of his domeftics, who well knew how to gratify the 
humour of his matter* The greater part of the 
creatures about him were Egyptians, a vile, abjeCt 
herd, trained up in the worfhip of ferpents and cro- 
codiles, and totally corrupted in mind and body. 
Of this Egyptian band one Helico was the princi- 
pal, a fordid flavc, who, by fubtlc arts, had crept 
into the palace. He had received his education 
under a former matter, who prefented him to Ti- 
berius Casfar. But the turn of that Prince being 
rather grave and ferious, and Hclico's talent con- 
fined to ribaldry, inftead of affording him enter- 
tainment, he excited his difguft ; for that emperor, 
even in his guilt, had an averfion to things light 
and trivial. But, on the demife of Tiberius, and the 
fucceflion of Caius to the imperial throne, Helico 
confoled himfelf, from the character of his new 
matter, with a promifing view of working him up 
to a fubferviency of his utmoft wiflies. 

The fubtle mifcreant now ruminated in his mind _ , - . . 

that the time was at hand in which he fhould exert || °" lh « contrary, our mod implacable enemy j 

though, m words and countenance, he aflumed the 

niaik of a generous friend. Ouriirft reception was 

in the Campus Martins, where he complimented 

us with his right hand, to indicate that lie was 

propitious. He fent a perfon to us, whofe office 

was to receive all ambafladors, to inform us he 

would take cognizance of our caufe at lcifure ; 

from whence people in general, both Jews and 

ftrangcrs, concluded that the purport of ourcm- 

bafly wasas good as accomplifhed. But wifdom and 

experience taught me better than to indue from 

appearances, fo that 1 was inclined to fufpeCi that 

with which others fecmed fo highly plcafed. Thefe 

reflections patted in my mind : u What can the 



THE Jews exerted their utmoft endeavours to 
footh Helico, and difpofc him in thtir favour ; 
but finding him remain intolerably proud and in- 
acceflible, they let that projoCt fall, and bethought 
themfelves of another expedient, which feemed no 

lefs necefl'ary, and yet to promife a better effect, 
not knowing at this time, but that the malicious 
defigns of Helico might arife from Tome perfonal 
and particular pique. They came to a determi- 
nation of prcfenting Caius with a petition and re- 
in on ftrauce on the grievances, with a prayer for 
relief annexed. This petition was no more than 
an ab (tract of a longer addrefs, that was delivered 
a little before to king Agrippa, who fortunately 
put into Alexandria in his way to Syria, to take 
pofieflion cf a kingdom conferred upon him by 
the emperor. We were thus far advanced in our 
way towards Rome; under a great mittakc, as it 
appeared ; for whereas we made no doubt of find- 
ing Caius a prince of honour and juftice, heproved, 



himfelf. He was confeious that he poffefTed talents 
adapted to the difpofition of his prefent matter, and 
that his peculiar turn for joke, banter, whim, and 
repartee, would gain upon him. He knew that his 
ears were open both to adulation and calumny, that 
the laws and ceremonies of the Jews was a forcible 
fubjedl to work upon, and therefore determined to 
avail himfelf of thofe objections to them, which he 
had begun to acquire from his earlieft infancy. 

Such was thedefign this fycophant and impoftor 
intended to profecutc to alienate the mind of Caius 
from the Jews, in the profecution of which he ufed 
every artifice that was practicable. He did not deem 



it expedient to behave openly in this afFair, but act- emperor mean, when ambafladors from aim oft 



ed under covert ; and through the difguife of hint 
and allufion, did the Jews more injury than he could 
have done in quality of a profefled enemy. 

This was no fooner known to the ambafladors 
from Alexandria than they made it their bufinefs 
to bring Helico over to their intcreft, by prefent 
gifts and large promifes of treafure and honor, as 
loon as Cains fliould come to Alexandria. Helico 



every nation in the world arc here, by faying he 
will give audience to us only ? He is not a ftrangcr 
that we are jews, and would be fatisfied with be- 
ing put upon an equality with the reft. It might 
be the height of phrenzy in us to hope for fuch a 
privilege from a youth who is a ttrangcr tous, and 
a prince of abfolute authority. He mutt be more 
favourably difpofed towards the people of Alex- 
andria, and for their fakes he prefles the matter 
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I i i „i no* /• i ii until la, anu iur uieir iaivcb uc urcucs me matter 

was extremely pleated with the reflection of the I ^ */r r r i *n *i «. -i 

r o. , J } . . , r 1 L V to our iflue. I fmcerely with that the parties may 

reipect he was to receive in the prefencc not only li c i • *• t , i • i a ..i I \ «. 

c }. n , „ c r 1 • r y find an impartial tudp-e in him, and that he may not 

or hts matter, but of fo many eminent perfons as ♦ j ;> 

ii t r r J ii 1 ^ I prove a patron to them, and an enemv to us." 

would be lure to appear from all quarters upon fo n 1 1 

folemn an occafion, and in veneration of fo great 
a prince ; fo that he promifed himfelf the accom- 
plilhment of his utmoft wiflies. 

The attention of the Jews had been hitherto fo 
taken up by known and open enemies, that they 
never fufpected the danger of a fecrct one in the per- 
fon of Helico. But when they came to be convinced 
of their mi flake, they endeavoured to footh him 
by fair words, as the man whom of all others they 
had moft rcafbn to dread. He was the emperor's 



aittK orders Pctrozius, governor of Syria, to fet 
flattte m the temple ot Je r ufalem 9 Inform a, 
brought to Philo and his colleagues. 



HILE I harboured thefe reflections in my 
breaft, I was furprized with a difmal accident, 



w 

that boded deftruftion not only to the Jews, bur 
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nil mankind. As it was dangerous to addreft the 
emperor* wc followed him out of town to Puteoli, 
whither he went to take the air at the fca-lidc, and 
divert himfclf from place to place, vifiting tlivcrs 
towns and villas, which arc there very numerous 
and fplcndich During ourabodc there, in daily ex- 
pectation of an audience, a perfon came to us trem- 
bling, out of breath, with his eyes fwoln, and hav- 
ing beckoned us a fide, as it were out of hearing, de- 
manded in flow accent, if we had heard any news ? 
Withthishe endeavoured todifcover fomethiug,but 
a flood of tears put a (top to his fpeech. He attempt- 
ed it again and again, and was ftill prevented, till 
at length, alarmed at fo horrid a fpedtaclc, we en- 
treated him to acquaint us with the reafon of his 
coming, as we could not fuppofe it was merely for 
the fake of weeping ; addingarequed, that, if there 
was caufe for mourning, we might bear our part in 
an exercife towhich we had been fo longaccudomed ; 



| " and it is to be feared, that this cruel opprc/fiou 
" will extirpate us all from off the face of the 
cc earth. It will be faid, perhaps, that, if we can 
" make nothing of it either way, we are at liberty 
" to come off at lad, in cafe of the word. To this 
Ci I anfwer, he that makes fuch a proportion has 
u neither courage or foundation in fcripturc in 
ic him. Generous natures will hope the bed, and 
holy writ lays the foundation of that hope to all 
thofe that heartily embrace the dotfrihe. Who 
* 4 knows now, at la ft, but this may be for a trial of 
c< our conftancy and virtue in the worft c>f fortunes ? 
c< Adieu then to all worldly comforts and fupports ; 
c< they are falfe and fickle, and leave us when we 
" have mod need of them. Adieu, I fay, to vain 
" confidences ; and let us cad ourfelves in a firm 
" and lively faith upon the goodnefs of God* who 
" hath fo often delivered us already, and will never 
cc forfake us." After this manner we comforted 



At length after many deep fetched fighs, he faid, ourfelves, and one another, in all cafes of furprize, 
" Our temple is doomed to dedru&ion : Caius has and in the hopes of better times. 

Paufing after this addrefs, we applied ourfelves 
to the bearer of this difmal news. " You do not 

■ 

" confider (we told him) that what you have faid 
" is but as fo many live coals thrown into our ears 
" as you have uttered words 5 for you have only 
" told us the matter of fa&, which tends nothing 
u to our fatisfadiion without the reafon of it, and 
cc without knowing what it was that led the em- 
Ct peror into this horrid refolution." 

The bearer thus replied : " To tell you that which 
c< every body knows, Caius has a mind to pafs for 
cc a god ; and looking upon the Jews as the only 



commanded his image to be fet up in the fan<£hiary, 
with the infeription of the name of Jupiter/* This 
affe<5ting information ftruck us with amazement; 
wc ftood like pcrfons mute and fenfelefs ; the truth 
of it was quickly confirmed by other meflcngers. 
At length we withdrew into our apartment, fhut 
ourfelves up, and condoled our misfortunes, public 
and private, with uncommon dejection of mind. 

After along fatigue, we repented of having ex- 
pofed ourfelves to the hazards of raging feas, to pe- 
tition for a redrefs of injuries to which we were 
every day liable, without knowing but a greater and 
more terrible temped than what we had fuffered at 
fea hung over our heads upon land. The lad 
ftorm was no more than the confequence of a na- 
tural caufe, which diftinguUhes the feafons j for 
the works of nature are but, in other words, the ope- 
rations of Providence to promote the common good 
of mankind. But the author of this tempeft had 
nothing good or humane in him 5 he was a turbu- 
lent and ambitious youth, and fo much the more 
dangerous in having the power of the whole em- 
pire to fupport him. Who could have courage 
enough to approach him with a petition, or open his 
mouth in behalf of the temple to the moft facrilegi- 
ous of all men living? it would be repugnant to 
common fenfe to expedt mercy out of cruelty, and 
to place the hope of prefervatioii in the breads of 
perfecutors. It was fufticiently apparent that he 
would contemn every one who had refrained from 
doing honours to that famous temple, which the eaft 
and well: worfhipped as religioufly as if it had been 
the fun. Befidcs, if an audience had been granted, 
what could be expected but certain death? In this 
dilemma I thus addreffed my calieagues : 

" Why fiiould not we die then, elpccially when 
* € he that lays down one life for the laws and reli- 
" gion of his country, is fure of a life more glori- 
" ous in exchange ? But he mud be a madman that 
" cads away a life at this rate, which no body is the 
<c better for. So that fuch an inftance as this would 
ic but be the addition of one more to the roll of our 
cc former calamities ; efpecially,as we are under the 
u characters of ambafladors, and in a point where 
the principals are more concerned than the depu- 
ties. Nor [hall we want envious and malignant 
u fpirits, and of our own people, to make the 
u word of things, and to impute any glorious re- 
<c folution to a wrong caufe. The ambafladors, 
they will fay, found themfelves at a crifis, and fo 
<c quitted theirdation.>defer ting the commonwealth 
<c when they found it in danger, in order to the pro- 
u moting of their own private intered. But the leis 
tc mud give way to the greater, private matters to 
* c public ; and wherever this order is broken or 
u confounded, the whole governments at dakc,and 
" out of frame. In one word, where the polity of 
" the Jewscomes once to be fubjec5ted to the quef- 
<c tion, it is a dep towards abolifliing the very 
u name of a nation, where there is an agreement 
u of power and good will in the doing it. We 
u cannot, in fine, abandon the Alexandrian Jews, 

44 for the whole nation of the Jews is here at ftake ; 
No. 43. 



ikely to oppofc him in his blafphemous 
he refolved, if poffible, to remove that 
u obdicle out of the way, towards facilitating 
cc the work. This could not be belter done, he 



people 1 
" pretence 




it 



<c the univerfe, both for ornament, and a vail trea- 
c< fure, in prefents and oblations, which had been fo 
<c many years in collecting, and which Caius, iii the 
u conclufion, had the confidence to a flu me to him- 
u fclf . Befides, he was now further cxafperated by 
<c Capito, the quasdor : which Capito was alfo the 
tc receiver of the tributes in Judaea, and a man that, 
u by his a&ions and opprefiions, had made himfelf 
<c odious to all the provinces. He came thither 
" poor; and when he had fo enriched himfclf by 
" fraud and corruption, that he was afraid of be- 
tc ing called to an account, he found it his bed 
" way to complain fird, and to prevent an accufa- 
" tion of calumny, by the improvement of an 
" opportunity that lay fair for his purpofc. 

LC Jamnia is a city of Judsea, wonderfully popU- 
" lous, and the inhabitants all Jews, fome few 
<c drangers excepted, that to our coll, came thither 
tC out of the bordering countries to fee fafhions ; 
cc befides that, they are never without fome plot or 
c< other a gain d the laws and cufloms of the Jews. 
l< As foon as thefe people came to underdand the 
14 extravagant ambition of Caius after divine ho- 
c< nours, and his deadly malice to the whole Jewiflx 
<c nation, they caufed an altar to be ere&ed of clay 
ct wrought into bricks, out of pure fpite to the citi- 
cc zens: for they well knew that this violation of our 
u laws would prove the ground of a quarrel, and 
c< fo they found it ; for the Jews gathered together 
u prefently, and demolifhed the altar j the other 
" party applying, themfelves to Capito for redrefs. 
{c Capito was the author and contriver of the whole 
u tragedy ; andconfolinghimfelf tofee every thing 
u fucceeel fo to his wifti, he fent an account of it 
14 immediately to Caius, with enflaming aggrava- 
" tions'to make the matter look worfe than it was. 
44 This arrogant, headdrong prince had nofooner 
c{ received the intelligence, than he gave orders for 
tc erecting a glorious Colofihs in the temple 
tL °f Jerufalem, in revenge of the brick altar that 
cC was pulled down in Jamnia : and this was done 
cc by the counfel of his two advifers, Helico, the 
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u court buffoon, and Apellcs, the tragedian, who, 
** from a libertine in his youth, went over after- 
" wards to bean actor upon the Jlage ; a fort of peo- 
44 pie that are looked upon, in their theatricallibcr- 
<c 'ies, to be the loofcit and the molt lhamelefs of all 



cc 



<c profellions. The le were the men that Cains pitch- 
cc ed upon to inftruct him in the arts of linging and 
4C raillery, without fo much as ever thinking of the 
cc duties of jufticej and the care of maintaining the 
c< public peace. Tims did Hclico, like a icor- 
cc pion, attack the Jews with Egyptian venom, and 
Apellcs, at the fame time, as an Afcalonitc ; that 
<c is to fay, as a member of a nation that is never 
4C to be reconciled to the bordering Jews." 

Every word of this wounded us to the very foul. 
However, thefe learned counfellors lived to receive 
the reward due to their impious actions. Apelles 
was commanded by Caius, on feveral crimes being 
exhibited ao-ninft him, to belaid in irons, and put 



world. All the provinces of the continent, and the 
illands, were peopled with them ; fo that their num- 
bers were not much inferior to that of the natives. 
To provoke, therefore, fo many myriads of men, 
mult appear hazardous ; for a general iufurrectiou 
might probably arife in all countries at once, to 
repel this injury, and thereby give birth to an in- 
fuperable war ; without taking notice of the vaft 
numbers of inhabitants in Judaea, remarkable for 



their extraordinary ltrcngth and mighty valour, 
being ready at all times, iodic glorioufly, rather 
than abandon or forfake the rites of their country ; 
though, in the opinion of detractors, they are call- 
ed barbarous, when, in fadt, they are free born, 
and brave men. 

The governor entertained jealoufy alfo of the 

5, as Ba- 




toexquifite torture at particular intervals, and fo 
confequently to a lingering death. Helico was af- 
terwards put to death by Claudius, fuccefibr to 
Caius, for crimes of the like nature. 



C H A P. XIII. 

Petronius finds great difficulty in executing the com- 
mand of Caius for creeling his flattie in the temple of 
Jerufilem. 



troops on the other fide of the Euphr: 
bylon, and feveral other provinces, he knew to be 
in the intereft of the Jews. He was well allured 
that large fums of money were annually remitted 
to the temple in the name of firft fruits, through 
paffages difficult and dangerous, which their piety 
andrefolution rendered eafy. He had therefore rea- 
fon to apprehend, that, as foon as they heard of this 
new dedication, they would immediately rife up in 
arms, befet, furround, and cut them to pieces. 

When Petronius had revolved thefe particulars 
in his mind) herefledted a little on the humour and 
character of his m after. He confidered that the 
perfon under whole command he was toad:, was a 
young prince whofe will being his law, it was dan- 



AT this time arrived the order of Caius, for J gerous to oppofe, whether right or wrong; that 
ereefcino'arwl confirm ti no- his ftatne. drawn ud II Hinnlrl Vie nhev the command of the emnerm* fi*re#» 



erectingand confecrating his ftatue, drawn up 

notrafhly, but with all the care and accuracy pof- 

Jible. Petronius, governor of Syria, wasexprefsly 

commanded to draw out one half of the army that 

lay upon the river Euphrates, as a guard of defence 

againlt any inroads and incurfions of the eaftern 

kings and nations, and with thefe troops to attend 

the ftatue, not for the folemnity of the dedication, 

but for a terror to any that fliould dare to oppofe 

him. tc Cruel prince ! who well knew that thefe 

people would rather die a thoufand deaths than fub- 

mittofuch an impofition. Wherefore then bring 

out an army > but to confecrate the impious a& with 
the blood of many thoufand innocents ?" 

Petronius having perufed the order, was divided 
within himfelf as to the execution of the commif* 
lion. There was danger in refufing, and danger in 
delaying; befides infinite difficulties, on the other 
hand, in cafe of compliance ; for he made no doubt 
of the Jews Handing out all extremities, and en- 
countering all hazards. Nations in general are 
tender and jealous of their privileges and cuftoms, 
but the Jews arc particularly fo, as they believe 
their laws to be of a divine ftamp, and are trained 
up to the love and ftudy of them from their infan- 
cy. They are forcibly imprefled on their minds j 
and the more they think of them, the greater reve- 
rence they have for them. They treat all their pro- 
felytes with the privileges of free citizens; and the 
veneration they have for the dignity of their pro- 
fcflion is fo facred, that they would rather part with 
any thing than the minuteft point of their duty. 
But there is nothing which they hold in fo much 
efteeni as their temple, which appears from the law, 
that makes it death, without mercy, for any man to 
fet foot within the fanctuary, while the exterior 
part is open to all of their own nation from what- 
ever quarter they come. 

This was a matter of fuch great importance, that 
petronius bethought himfelf over and over upon it, 
without coming to any refolution. He called akind 
of council in his own mind, and, upon fummoning 
up divers arguments and opinions, this was the re- 
fult : That there rauft be no innovation in matters 
of religion ; firft, becaufe nature and equity are 
both againlt it ; fecondly for fear of unhappy con- 
fluences, not only from God himfelf, but the paf- 
fiotis of violent, revengeful men. He alfo ad- 
verted to the prodigious extent of this populous na- 
tion, that was not comprehended within the fpace 
of one country, butdifFufed almoft throughout the 



fiiould he obey the command of the emperor, fierce 
war would be the confequence, and the event pre- 
carious. On the other hand, fiiould he difregard 
the royal mandate, his deftrudtion muft anfwer for 
it at the hands of Cam-. 



C 11 A P. XIV, 

Petronius, governor of Syria, gives orders for making the 
ftatue of the emperor Caius. The principal of the Jews 
refufe to receive it. They fend deputies to remoiifirate 
with Petronius upon the occaf.on, and to prevent the 
execution of Cairn's order. 
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ANY of the Roman officers, who fcrved under 
petronius in the government of Syria, were 
inclined to undertake a war, taking it for granted, 
that the rage of the prince would fall upon them 
firft as the authors of a fedition. What gave them 
opportunity for this was, their having time to deli- 
berate matters whilft the ftatue was preparing ; for 
it was not yet fent over from Italy. This feems to 
have been a fpecial act of Providence in favour of 
the Jews, to protect them from an infuffcrable in- 
jury. Had this happened, the confequences would 
have been dreadful. Confufion and diforder would 
have immediately broke out in the violation of their 
laws, before they could have confulted on due me- 
thods of proceeding ; for fudden events defpoil the 
force of reafon. 

Petronius, at length, gave orders for a ftatue to be 
fabricated in a place not far from hisrefidence, and 
lent for the greateft mafters of Phoenicia to advife 
withal about it, and, on theircoming, fupplied them 
with the neceflary materials, appoiutingSidon as the 
place for the work. He fent notice, like wife, of the 
emperor's pleafure to the high-priefts and magif- 
trates of the Jews, ad vilingthem patiently tofubmit 
to the mandate of his mafter, and guard a gain ft the 
ills that threatened them on their refuful. He ac- 
quainted them that he hadanumerous army of Sy- 
rians at hand, who were prepared to lay wafle the 
whole country with fire and fword. Petronius was 
of opinion, that, if he could but foftcn the minds 
of thefe grandees, the multitude of courfe would 
follow their example. But he wasgrofsly miftaken 
in his conjecture, for the bare mention of the affair 
threw them into fuch confirmation, that they burft 
into a profufion of tears, and, after exprcfling every 
token of lamentation, thus exclaimed : u What 
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avails all our former felicity, to arrive, at an ad- 
vanced period of life, to be eye-witueflcs of that 
which none of bur anecitors beheld before ? But w 



we 
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will fooner deprive ourfelves of thofe eyes than fur- 
vey fo great an abomination 

The report of this Arrange innovation no fooner 
reached Jernfalem, and the region of Judasa, than 
the people, alias one man, proceeded towards Phoe- 
nicia, where Petronius then reforted. The officers 
of the Roman governor, upon firft fight of their 
prodigious multitude, adviied him to take care of 
his own fecurity. As the Jews advanced ftill nearer 
and nearer, they appeared as. a cloud overfpreading 



<4 tion of men, women, and children (layers ; for 
44 hard cafes mull: have hard names. What have we 
cc to do, after /pilling fo much innocent blood of 
44 other people, but to lay violent hands upon our- 
44 fclves, and mingle our own with it in one com- 
u mon mafs? ending our days at Iaft, with this prayer 
44 in our mouths, that God will not be offended 
44 with us for an action that carries along with it fo 
44 great adeference to the authority of the emperor 
4C and at the fame time to the iancbity of our holy 
Ce profeftlon. This will be the cafe, if we have 
44 hearts to contemn a life that a good man would 
44 be afhamed to lead. There is an old ftory among 
44 the Greek fables of G or eon's head, that turned 



the country, but without cither arms or guards. J cc ever y thing to (tone that did but look upon it, 
The air was fillet! with outcries and lamentations ; I « The report, it is true, is but a fiction, and yet 



3Cid when the noife was gone, the echo ft ill conti- 
nued^ At length, when the clamour ceafed, they 
entertained theinfeives with difcourfes and ejacula- 
tions fui table to the melancholy oecafion. They 
marched in fix divifions, old men, young men, ana 
boys; old women, young women, and virgins; 
three on the one hand, and three on the other. 

"When they came within fight of Petronius, who 
was feated in a chair of ftate, they fell proftrate be- 
fore him, all in their ranks asfupplicants, obfervmg 
fuch decorum in their action, as if they had been 
actuated by one fpirit. Petronius commanded them 
to rife and draw near, which they obeyed with much 
reludtance. At length, covered with fackcloth and 
afhes, they advanced towards the governor, with 
their hands behind them, like condemned prifoners, 
when one of their chiefs thus addrefled him : 

44 We are without arms, to (he w that we bring no 
44 hoftile intention with us ; but thofe hands, that 
44 nature gave usfortheufe of arms, are put out of 
44 condition toferve us in that capacity. We bring 
44 our very bodies at mercy too, our wives, chil- 
<4 dren, and families, in quality of petitioners ; firft 
44 to. Petronius, and then, by his means, to Caius. 
44 We have not left one foul at home ; and our 
" prayer is either that we may be allpreferved or 
44 all deftroyed. We are naturally lovers of peace ; 
44 and it is our intercft, as well as our inclination, fo 
44 to be, in regard to benefits we receive from it. 
44 When Caius came to the empire, and the notice 
44 of it to Vitellius, your predeceflbr in the go- 
" vernment, at that time living amongus, we were 
4 * the firft of all Syria to congratulate his acceflion 
44 to the fovereignty, and tofpread the joyful news 
44 of his elevation throughout other cities and 
44 places. Was it not our temple alfo that firft of- 
44 feredup vows and facrificesfor the happinefs of 
44 his life and reign ? and is our's to be the firft, 
44 if not the only temple, that is to be deprived of 
44 the exercife and enjoyment of our religious wor- 
44 (hip? If the quitting of ourhoufes, privileges, 
44 and poflefTions, public and private, may be worth 
44 your acceptance, we are ready to lay them all at 
44 your feet. Alfo our plate, houfhold goods, or 
44 what is more precious, you may have it all for 
44 atking ; and with fo good an heart, that we (hail 
44 reckon ourfelves upon the receiving hand, even 
44 in what we give upon this fingle condition, that 
4C the temple may ftand as it did, and continue in- 
C4 violate, as we received it from our forefathers. 
44 Grant us this fingle requeft,and we aik no more. 
44 But if nothinglefs than our religion will content 
44 you, take away our lives too, without forcing us 
44 upon a life of torment, worfe than a thoufand 
44 deaths. We are threatened here with armed 
44 troops and military executions, if any of us (hall 
44 prefume to obftrudt the intended dedication. No 
44 man is fo mad as to fet himfelf up in contradic- 
44 tion to his mailer : but let them ftrike, cut, and 
44 hack us to pieces, and do all that a victorious 
44 enemy can pretend to, fo long as they may do it 
44 fecurely, without any danger of their own blood. 
44 What needs an army to be drawn out for fuch an 
44 execution, where there is only a malfacre on the 
14 one iide, and not fo much as a defence on the 
54 other ? As for facrifices, we may do the work of 
44 our own priefts ourfelves, upon the victims of 
u our own wives, brothers, fillers, fans, and daugh- 

u ters, and content ourfelves with the denomina* 
No. 43. 




4 pleafure.of a mailer is mortal, or fomewhat elfe 
44 that comes near it. Now, Petronius, do you 
44 imagine, if fome of our people fhould lee fuch a 
44 (lame brought into the tcmpic, as you have here 
44 before you, (which heaven forbid ) they would 
44 not look like men turned into marble at the fpec- 
44 tacle ? their eyes fet in their heads, and nature 
44 itfelf out of condition for all the offices of life ? 
4t But to come to a conclu/ion ; we do not defirean 
44 abfolute difcharge of our obedience, but time 
44 and leave only to addre fs ourfelves, hyourdepu- 
44 ties, to his imperial majefty for relief. Who 
44 knows but he may be wrought upon to grant us 
44 a toleration of our holy laws and vvorihip, and a 
44 liberty in common with the reft of the world ? 
44 For we aik no more than what all other nations 
cc enjoy without exception, in the prefervation of 
44 thofe rites and traditions that we have received 
44 inviolate from our forefathers, in favourboth of 
44 cuftoms and manners. Who knows, I lay, but 
c< fuch a remonftrance as this may footh him I The 
44 hearts of princes are variable, like thofe of other 
44 people j neither is their difpleafure immortal 
44 are wounded here with calumnies ; and there is no 
44 remedy like truth, which is all we have to offer, 
44 and that we may not be condemned without an 
44 hearing ; or, to put it at woril, if we fhould find 
44 the prince inexorable, the caufe is but where it 
44 was; forhemay ftilldo the fame thing afterward 
44 that he would have doue before. Our laft re- 
44 qucft, Petronius, in rhe names of this vaftmui- 
44 titude, is, that you would be fo generous as not 
46 tooppofeau embaily that has fo many thoufands 
44 of lives depending upon it ; and be plea fed to 
c4 know that we do not contend for profit (but for 
44 piety) in any other feufe than as gudlinefs is the 



We 



C H A P. XV. 



Petronius applies to Caius concerning the Jews 

mulation of t hs empeies. 



DiJJ;. 



THIS remonftrance, in behalf of the Jews, 
was uttered with fuch ardour and emotion of 
mind, that it moved the companion of all that heard 
it, as appeared by their looks and gefturcs. It 
wrought likewife upon Petronius among the reft ; 
for the governor was a man of a mild and gentle 
difppfition, and eaiily prevailed upon cither by 
words or adions. The jews were thought to alk 
nothing but what was fair and equitable, and the 
fight of the petitioning multitude was truly affect - 
ing. Entering into a confutation with his friends, 
he found that many, who juft before were rigidly 
againft the petitioners, were divided; fome difpofed 
to favour them, others undetermined as to the mat- 
ter; which difference of temper highly pleafed him. 
He was feniible, at the fame time, of the implacable 
fpirit of the emperor, and the innate barbarity of 
his mind, yet he feemed much actuated by a regard 
for the piety and religion of the Jews. 

We cannot determine by what motives he was 
thus influenced in favour of the Jews; whether he 
had been at any time inftrutted in their learning, 
and imbibed (bme notions from their books, finoc 
he had obtained the government of Afia a^d Syria, 

a U a 



1 



PHILC's feMBASSV fa 6m tub jEWS of ALEXANDRIA 



in the feveral towns of which the Jews reticle in . " the deficiency of a country, which is biit oHfegb- 
abundance; or whether headed as a man whofege- * c< vernment, with all their increase. But why do I 
niuslcd him to the ftudy and knowledge of things II u Ai*\<rt\ m tv»aftm nnhn 'this hnfifi*'f« > r>v r„r 

in general ; or whether God fuggefts good counfel 
to good men for the common benefit of the mfelves 
and the public, as it fell out upon this occafion. The 

ftatuaries had their orders to provide as perfect a 
figure as art and hands could make, but not to 
batten, as works expedited are feldom of any du- 
ration, whereas perfeft models endure time and 
age. 



The Jcws,however,couldnotobtainleave to fend 
deputies ; nor,indeed,was it fafe for them to commit 

an affair of this importance to the will of a prince, 
at once powerful, cruel, and fantaftical ; fo that 
Petronius found it dangerous either to grant or re- 
fufe. At length he determined onfendingaletterto 

----- j 



6C deign to reafon upon this bufine'fs ? or why fuf- 
* 4 pend the execution of jmy menaces on a mifcreant 
" thatdefcrvesmy higheft difpleafure I" 

After forac p'aufe, Caius determined to diflemble 
his anger for a time ; and therefore djdtated, to one 
of his iecretaries,an anfwertoPetrOnitts,apparently 
in commendation of the governor's foreiight and 
precaution. He was fearful of fomb of his gover- 
nors, left they fhould introduce innovation's, efpeV 
cially in large provinces, fuch as the track of land 
comprehending Syria to the Euphrates ; fo that hav- 
ing cajoled Petronius, in this letter, with formalities 
of refpedt, and fair words, he only concealed, his re- 
fentmcnt, which was implacable, till a fit opportu- 
nity fhould offer for (hewing it ; though he enjdineti 
him, at all events, to attend to tile dedication of the 



puting thecaufe of the delay of the dedication to j| ftatue, in preference to all other purfuits. 
the artifts, who neceffarily required a certain fpace 
of time to compleat theftatue. It occurred like wife 
to the governor, that fuch delays would inevitably 

occafion a longer refpite, and that Caius, in the 
mean time, might fuffer himfelf to be gained over. 
Befides, the grain was now ripe, and there was rea- 
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defpair for the fake of their religion, would pufiron 
their violence in contempt of their lives, deftroy 
the liar veil, and lay the whole country wafte. 

This was no idle apprehenfion ? fo that early 
care was taken, by Petronius, for reaping the 
grain, and gathering the fruits ; partly by way of 
prevention, and partly for a public fupply in cafe of 
need . It was at that time reported, that the empe- 
ror had fomedefign of a vifit to Alexandria ; though 
itdid not feem very probable that fo great a prince 
Ihould expofe himfelf to the dangers of very tern- 
peftuous feas, with fo prodigious a train, when 
the way about, by the rout of Alia and Syria, would 
have been much eafier and fafer. Had he taken 
this method, he might have embarked or difembark- 
ed atpleafure ; having, at command, two hundred 
vefTelsfor the ufc and fervice of the coafts, befides 
others of contiderable burthen, for navigating the 
ocean. 

In confequence of this report, all the cities of Sy- 
ria were under a neceflity of procuring a fufficient 
ftore of provifion, efpecially thofe on the fea-coaft. 
A prodigious multitude was expedled to come, not 
only from Rome, but other parts of Italy, befides 
numbers from the provinces that lay between, and 
thofe of all conditions, as men of rank, civil and mi- 
litary, togetherwithfoldiers, mariners, andfervants; 
for all of whom there wasnot only required neceflary 
accommodation, but a fupply of every thing fuit- 
able to the dignity of fo illuftrious a prince. 

It was the general opinion of thofe whom Petro- 
nius confulted upon the occafion, that the emperor, 
on perufingthe contents of the letter, would com- 
mend the prudence of defering the dedication 5 not 
fo much for the fake of gratify ing the Jews, as the 
advantage of fecuring the harveft. The letter, in 
fine, was approved, tranferibed, and difpatched 
with all poflible expedition. Caius no fooner in- 
fpefted it, than he betrayed a vifible indignation ; 
and at length bur ft out into this exclamation. 

" Well, Petronius 1 you are yet to learn obedience 
CQ to an emperor. Your continuance in office fwells 
<c your ambition . Youknow not that I am perfuaded 
<c of j>our partiality for the laws of the Jews, a na- 
c * tion to me moft obnoxious. Younegledfc the com- 
rc mand of yourprince. You fhewyourfclf a coward 
u to a bafe multitude, when you have a power un- 
tc der your command fufficient to encounter the 
" kings of Parthia, and the whole force of the eaft. 
tc You urge compaflion for negleA of duty, and 
" plead the harveft as an excufe ; butitflialinot be 
" long before your head fliall pay the forfeit. You 
" likewife adduce, by way of palliating your difobe- 
ic dience, the gathering in of the fruits, as though, 
"ifjndsea were barren, the bordering provinces 
iC were not able to fupply provilions, or maka up 



>pa comes to Rotne^ and is greatly affefted on 
of the dedication of the jtatue. Mis ciabo- 



ifil 




* 

OON after this king Agrippa came to Rome, to 
pay his duty to the emperor, after his ulual man- 
ner, without any knowledge of what had pafledbc- 
tween Petronius and Caius. However, from the em- 
peror's clauded vifage, he conjeftured that fome re- 
fentment lurked and was brooding in his breaft. He 
confidered with himfelf if he had not,either in word 
or a&ion, offended him ; but, being unconfeious of 
any mifdemeanor, he concluded, as was really the 
cafe, that his refentraent was againft others. Yet 
perceivingagain that his ftcrn afpedfc was dire&ed at 
him, he fell into his former apprehenfions. He was 
feveral times defirous of enquiring the caufe, but as 
often put a reftraint upon himfelf, left his rafh cu- 
riofity fhould bring upon his own head thofe me* 
naces which were defigned for others. 

Caius, who was very expert in reading the mind in 
the vifage, obferving Agrippa frearful, thus ad- 
dreffed him : <c Agrippa, I perceive you are in 
" doubt, and will therefore remove your fcruples. 
" You cannot be ignorant, from the long time. you 
c * have converfed with me, that I difcourfe with 
iC my eyes as well as with my tougue. The good 
" people of your nation encroach a diftindtion front 
u the reft of mankind, refufe Caius the honour of 
" being ftiled a god, and, in their contumacious 
" difobedience, plunge themfelves into certain de- 
tc ftrudtion. It is my pofitive command to have 
w theftatue of Jupiter fet up in their temple, and 
c< now multitudes are aflemblcd. from ajl quarters, 
" under the pretext of fupplicants, but, in reality, 
" to trample my orders.under their feet." 

As the emperor was proceeding, king Agrippa 
fuddenly changed colour, was feized with a total 
trepidation, and his legs failed him to that degree, 
that without fupport; he muft have fallen to the 
ground. He was at length conveyed to his apart- 
ment fpeechlefs, and almoft motionlefs. 

• * 

Caius, by this accident was more exafperateda- 
gainftthe Jews, and from it drew this inferrencei 
44 If Agrippa, my familiar friend, who is indebted 
4C to me for fo many good offices, has fo great a ve- 
f c neration for the rites of his country, that he can-' 
" not hear a word againft them without beingaffedt- 
" ed almoft to death, what muft I expedt from 
" others, who have no confideration of that kind to 

cc prevail with them in my favour t" 

Agrippa all that day was in a kind of ftupor, till 
towards the evening he began to raife his head a 
little, and, with much difficulty, opened his eyes ; 
though his fight was fo much impaired, that he 
could not diftinguifii the perfons who flood around 
him. Alittle after this he fell into a gentle repofe, 
and feemed to reft better than he; had done, from 
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the drawing of his breath, and the beating of his 
pulfe. When he awoke, he exclaimed) 4C Am I 
u with the emperor ? Is he prefent ?" His attend- 
ants, in anfwer, bade liim 4< be of good courage, as 
he was in his own apartment, and the emperor was 
not there/' They defiredhim, as he had llept Ion 
enough, to raife himfelf a little, and look on thofe 
around him, who were his friends, domeftics, true 
and faithful fervants. The tendernefs they exprefled 
for him in his diftrefi?, brought him, in fome mea- 
sure, to himfelf again. Upon the phyficians order- 
ing the company towithdraw, that the patient might 
be quiet, and at liberty for remedies and refrefh- 
ments, he faid, u Trouble not yourfelves about de-* 
*' licacics for my palate ; a coarfe diet, and good ap- 
cc petite, arealllaflc; and more yet than I fliould 
cc makeufe of, if it were not for the hopes I have 
44 left me of living to be fervicable, even at this 
cc laft extremity, to my miferable country." 

Thefe words were accompanied with a flood of 
tears. He contented himfelf with what was barely 
jieceflary to fupport exiftence, drinking water with- 
out the lead mixture of wines ; and having finifhed 
his meal, made this remark : "I have paid a debt 
cc to nature, and have nothing more left me to do, 
44 but dutifully to folicit Caiuson the prefent me- 
€< lancholy ftateof the Jews." Having thus fpoke, 
he called for a tablet, and wrotqto the emperor as 
follows ; * 



cc 
cc 



cc 



cc 



44 S I R E, 
BETWJ 



the fear and reverence I 
rial Majeftyi in the dread .of 



j — Cf — — X — ' — * — • ; m — r 

4C the veneration 1 have for the dignity of your 
c4 facred character on the other, I have rather pre- 
44 fumed to lay my humble duty at your majefty's 
feet in writing, than to venture upon it in a ver- 
r 44 bal addrefs. 



- * • 



maxim 



44 living have a natural affe&ion for tlie place where 

I! * b *y were born, and an awful reverence for the cc b would be of hi h advanta g e to th 
laws they were brought up in ; which is a With || cc m f e and of no fort * f inc0 „ venlence tc 
" that hath been abundantly alierted in the piety, 
44 great prince, ofyour profefflon and practice:, and 



u own way, becaufe we are governed, in particular 
ct cafes, more by paflfion thanby reafon. 

■ 

cc As to myfeif, I need not inform you, Sire, that 
cc I am by nation a Jew, by birth of Jenjfalein, 
il the feat of the holy temple, that ftands there de- 
64 dicated, in a raoft peculiar manner, to the honour 
4t of the Moft High God. As to my predeceffbrs, 
4i fome of them have beenkings,othershigh-priefts; 

u upon which dignity they valuedthemfelvesmore 
<c than upon the authority royal, inferring, that as 
44 God is above man, fo the facerdotal charatfter is 
4C above the civil ; the one exerciling itfelf in Di- 
44 vine matters, and the other only in human. 



cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 

(C 

c< 



44 cd from thence; as Kgypt, Phoenicia, Upper 
" and Lower Syria, Pamphalia, Cclicia, and fc~ 
44 vcral parts of Afia, as far as Bithynia and Poii- 
(% tus : and fo in Europe, there is Thriftily, Boeotia, 
44 Macedonia, i^tolia, Athens, Argos, Corinth, 
and the better part of Peloponnefus : and not 
only the continent, but the iflands alfo of moft 
eminent note, are filled with Jewilh plantations ; 
asEuboea, Cyprus, and Crete ; to fay nothing of 
c< thofe beyond the Euphrates : for, in fliort a 
cc fmallpart of Babylon, and fome other govern- 
44 ments excepted, there is hardly a city of emi- 
nence, but isin the poffeffion of the Jews- That 
if this be the cafe, I am not a fuiter for my. own 
44 country alone, but for the common good of Afia, 
" Europe, and Africa ; fea and land, iflands axid 
44 continent, all under one : for the intereft of the 
<4 whole depends upon the fame acftof clemency : 
u and I hopemy confidence will be the more par- 
4C donable for the zeal I have to be an iriftrumfcrit 
44 in a mediation fo much to the honour of Ccefar. 
44 For what can be more agreeable to the fpirit 
<c and genius of fo glorious a prince, than the mi- 
ic niftering fo fair an occafion of obliging the whole 
<c world at once ; and confequently the perpetua- 
u ting of your name and memory to all ages, as 
" the guardian angel of mankind r 

■ 

44 You have been pleafed at the requeft of fome 
c< particular friends* to make whole towns free ci- 
44 tizens of Rome, and mafters of thofe that were 
M but fervants before ; and info doing, yourkind- 
4C nefs was as great to the procurers of this bounty, 
" as to the receivers of it. 1 am fenlible of being 
44 under the command of a mafter ; and yet give 
44 me leave to value myfeif upon the title of a 
44 friend too ; a friend not inferior to many indig- 
44 nity, but above all others in good-will and re- 
44 fpeft : for it has ever been fo ; and, in honour and 
44 gratitude, it muft ever fo continue. Yet, after all 
44 this I have not the confidence to intercede for 
44 my countrymen for grants and privileges j no, 
* 4 not fo much as for the common freedom or im- 

■ 

4c munity from taxes. The grace that I have to 
_ " em, it is 

true and of no fort of inconvenience to Ccefar : 
44 for what greater blefling can a fubj eft defire than 
44 the favour of his prince ? Was it not Jerufalem 
44 that firfl congratulated Caius on his accefiion to 
c4 the empire ? Was it not Jerufalem again that 
44 fent the joyful tidings of it into all the neigh- 
cc bouring provinces ? The very tranfa&ion of 
44 making the Tews fubfervient to fuch a revolution 
iC may deferve fome fort of acknowledgment. As 
44 the ejdeft fon of the family is reputed the moft 
cc honourable, becaufe it was he that firft entitled 
cc his parents to the reyerend names of father and 
fi< mothjer,.fo thatcity, one would think, that firft 
4C faliited jCaius by the name of emperor, fliould be 
CCJ treated as well, atleaft, if not better, than any 
41 of therccft. 

44 1 have been thus far an advocate for my coun- 
44 try ; but my laft prayer muft be for our temple. 
44 This temple, Caius, is the houfe of God ; and 



Such is the nearnels of my relation and ma- 
nifold obligations to this nation, country, and || 44 there was never any image made with hands ad- 
temple, that I cannot but implore your royal 
grace and favour on their behalf. Firft, for the 
nation, that they may not be forced over from the 
profeffion of their own religion to the contrary ; 
efpecially confidering how true and loyal they 
have ever been to your illuftrious family j no 
people under the heavens fo frank of their vows 
and prayers for the welfare and profperity of 
your empire ; or fo free of their facrinces and 
oblations, not only upon folemn feftivals, 
butdaity ; and this not only in plaufible words 
and forms, but with a piety of reverence and af- 
fection that came from their very hearts, and 
without any exceptions, favingonly in cafes of 
inconfiftence with their laws and religion. 



cc 



I have this to fay further now for the holy city 

and the place of my birth, which is not to be 

looked upon as the metropolis only of Judaea, 

u but of many other colonies that have been plant- 
No. 43. 



44 mitted into it. The works of painters and'ftatu- 
<c aries are the figures only of fenfible gods \ but 
44 for any artift to offer at any fort of reprefentation 
44 of the inyifible God was looked upon as an abb- 
4t mination. Agrippa, your grandfather, had a 
44 mighty reverence for this' temple. Auguftus 
<Q provided exprefsly for fupplying it with the 
44 firft fruits from all quarters, and the offering of 
44 daily facrifices in it. Your great grandmother 
44 had likewife a high veneration for it. Neither 
44 Greek, in fine, nor barbarian, neither prince 
44 or potentate, no, nor thcdeadlieft enemies we 
44 bad, fedition, war, bondage, dcfolation, or the 
44 moft deftmdtive of our calamities, could ever 

44 prevail upon us to receive the idol of an image 
4C into the temple. Not that it had no enethies, but 
4C its religion was fafc ftill ; for being dedicated to 
4C the father and author of all things, itftruckpeo- 

45 pie into a dread of the judgments that frequently 
" attend fuch violations ; fo tha t the vdurft not ven- 

a U 
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** turcto Tow the Iced:-; of wickcilncfs, for fear of 
iC reaping the fruits of it themfelves. We need 
44 not to look abroad For iuicaneca, having fo many 
44 nearer home. 

■ 

Ci Jn the reign of Herod, my grandfather, your 
44 grandfather, Marcus Agrippa, palled the com- 
44 piiment upon him of a vUitinto Juda.ni, where he 
i4 coalted along the fca-lide up to Jerufalem. Upon 
a view of the temple, he was fo tranfported 
14 with the glories of the fabric, the folemnities 
if ' of the facerdotal rites and ceremonies, the lim- 
cc plicity of the people's manners, and, in fine, with 
44 the delight oi lb curious and wonderful a fpecfta- 
cle, that he was continually enhancing. the ho- 

4C nour of thatilluftrious ftru&ure ; infomuch that, 
Cfi for the time he ftaid there, he never milled fo 
* c much as one day's attendance, but ftill paid his 
conftant vifits, entertaining himfelf all the while 
cc with the contemplation of the holy veils, theor- 
44 der of the Sacrifices, and the awful majefty of 
44 the high-prieit, in his rich pontifical robes, as he 
, w< fat exalted above the reft. In fine, when he had 
" prcfented his donations to the holy temple, and 
ihevved himfelf as indulgent to the citizens as 
44 was polfihle, faving only an exemption from 
44 taxes, Herod accompanied Agrippa to the fea- 
64 fide, upon his return, where they exchanged mu- 
4i tual acknowledgments of the high obligations 
they had the one to the other ; the people ftrewing 
the pallageall the way he went with boughs and 
44 ilowers, in token of the veneration they had for 
" his piety and bounty. 



Ci 



ti 



So, Sire, your great uncle Tiberius ; was not 
44 he manifeltly of the fame principle and judg- 
44 ment? Did not your religion and temple Hand 
44 firm and (life through the whole three and twenty 
"years of his reign, without any fort of inno- 
u vation ? >f ay, there is Something that I both can 
44 and mult fay to Tiberius's honour ; though I 
44 myfelf had very hard treatment from him. But 
44 truth is truth, and I am lure you will have the 
u patience to hear it. 

44 When Pilate was governor of Judcea, he dedi- 
cc cated to Tiberius certain gilt bucklers; not fo 
44 much out of refpect to the emperor, as in pure 
44 fpite to the Jews ; and they were ere&ed in the 
c; palace of Herod in Jerufalem. They had no 
44 fort of figure upon them, nor any thing that was 
44 prohibited, but barely the two names of the de- 
44 dicator and the perfon to whom they were dedi- 
44 cated. When this ftory came to be noifed among 
4< the people, they made application prefently to the 
u king's four funs, with fome other branches of 
44 the royal family, and feveral other perfons of 
44 eminence, to employ their intereft with Pilate to 
44 have thefc bucklers removed, as a violation of 
44 t!ie laws and religion of their country, which 
former kings and emperors had ever reputed fa- 
44 cred. Pilate, who was harfh in his difpolition, 
44 made the mediators fo rude and churlifh a reply 
cc to the motion, that it put the multitude into wild 

44 and diforderly exclamations. 

u Let people be quiet, they cried, that would be 

45 quiet, without inflaming men to war and fedi- 
4 ' tion, and to the embroiling of the public peace, 
c: as if the honour of the emperor depended upon 
44 the violation of the law ; never think of cover- 
44 ing an injuftice with fo weak a pretext. If you 
44 h ive an v thing tofhew in your juftification, from 
44 Tiberius, whether edict, letter, or any thing 
44 like it, (he vv us the warrant, and we have no more 
44 to do than toaddrefs ourfelves, with humble pe- 
" titions and remonUrances, to our lord and mafter, 
44 for redrefs, without taking any further notice of 
44 Pilate ; for Tiberius, we are fure, will never ap- 
<c prove of this oppreflion. 

44 This mode of applying themfclves to C<efar, 
44 bv remonftrance or deputation, ftartled Pilate 
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good as a falvo to the honour of 



44 rapine, violence, ruin, torments, innocent blood, 
434 and the molt barbarous of cruelties. This cho- 
44 leric man was yet fo divided within himfelf, 
" that, as he had no mind f.o gratify the fubject, fo 
44 lie had not the confidence to withdraw any thing 
44 that was made facred by a dedication, being well 
44 acquainted with the humour of Tiberius in fuch 
44 cafes. When the great men found matters in thi 
4C Itatc, and that Pilate repented himfelf of wb 
he had done, however lie dilfembled it, they re- 
prcfented the cafe to Tiberius by way of letter, 
44 in the moft tender and dutiful manner that could 
44 be devifed. Tiberius had no fooncr notice of Pi- 
44 late's language and behaviour, than he brake out 
cc into 3 violent pallion, though a man not cafily 
Ce moved. 

44 The firft thing he did was, without any delay, 
44 to write to Pilate about it, with a fevere rebuke 
44 for his infolence, and a pofitivecommand imme- 
diately to remove the bucklers, and to have them 

44 tranfported into the temple that was built at Cas- 
44 farea (afea-port) in honour of Auguftus. This 

44 expedient was 

44 the emperor* and the ancient cuftomsof the city. 
44 Thefe bucklers in thofe. days, had no-gravers 
44 work upon them ; and the point now in quef- 
cc tion is the graven image. It was then only in 
44 the governor's palace ; but it is now to be erected, 
44 as 1 am informed, in the fancluary ; a place fo 
44 venerable and facred, that only the high-prieft is 
44 allowed entrance, and that but upon one day in 
4: the year too ; and after a folemn faft, to burn in- 
44 cenfe to the glory of God, and to offer up pray- 
<c erstothe Almighty, according to cuftom, for a 
" happy year, and the common peace of mankind. 

tc If any other of our own people, either priefl: 
" or layman, fliall prefume to enter this holy place, 
* c contrary to the law, it is made death without 
mercy. As for example, if the high-prieft fliall 
dare to enterabove one day in a year, or three or 
four times over, for the purpofe, upon that day 
cc of his entrance, it will mpft certainly coft him 
cc his life ; fo tender was our lawgiver of preferv- 
cc ing the reverence of that holy place facred and 
cc inviolate. Now if the rigour was fo ftrict and ca- 
cc pital in thefe nice cafes, you may ealily imagine, 
cc Sire, what an uproar it would create to have an 
cC image fctup there, where the high-prieft himfelf 
< c was not to be admitted but upon certain limita- 
6C tions. How many of our prielts would facrifice 
" themfelvcs, their wives, and children, in onccom- 
" mon pile of carcalTes, rather than outlive the 
" fight and fufferanceof fuch an abomination ? 



cc 



cc 



cc 



CC 

cc 



> re than any thing elfe, for fear of laying him 
open to the world with the hiftory of his other 
iniquities, as covruption, juftice expofed to fale, II " ter required, the emperor wrote to the governors 



a 'This was the cafe in the days of Tiberius. As 
for Auguftus, the beft and the greateft prince 
c< that ever fat upon the imperial throne, his very 
(t name being given him out of a deference to his 
ct conduct: and virtue, a prince to whom the whole 
" world was indebted for the blefling of an univer- 
c * fal peace, this illuftrious prince, I fay, upon fome 
" difcourfe he had concerningour temple, was given 
u tounderftand^ that no carved image was fuffered 
to be brought into it, and for this very reafon, 
iC that the invilible God was not to be reprefented 
cc by a vifible figure. Upon which he was highly 
pleafed; with the reafon, and the piety of the 
. thing ; and being a prince moreover of profound 
" literature himfelf, he pafled feveral reflections 
" upon what had been laid ; partly recollecting 
ct what he had heard. from the learned men he had 
" conftantly about him, and partly agitating the 
u matter in his own thoughts. He was, in fine, fo 
" great a lover of letters, that his very table dif- 
ct courfes v/ere as good as philofophical lecflures ; 
" and his feftival entertainments were accommo- 
QC dated to the relief and fatisfacflion botk of body 
u and mind. Not to multiply inftances in proof 
" of this prince's generofity and good-will towards 
€t our people, I fliall produce only two. 

* « 

u Firft, upon notice that there was not fuch care 
" taken for the return of ourfirft-fruits as the mat- 
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lr of the provinces irt Alia, not to give any fort of 
u interruption to the Jews meeting in their (yna- 
41 gogucs ; (but this liberty was not to be extended 
a to any other.) For the Jews meetings arc not 
u like the feu Its of Bacchus to encourage drunken- 
44 nefs and f 'ditiots, but fehools rather to piety and 
44 common juftice. And as for their yearly firft- 
44 fruits, they were only intended for Sacrifices to be 
44 offered id +o God in the temple. This was fol- 
44 lowed wi:h an exprefs command, not to put the 
u Jews to an y trouble about their meetings or col- 
44 legions, after the manner of their country. I 
44 may mi (lake the word, but the fubftanccl well 

44 know of, as your majefty will find in a letter 

45 from Nor ban us, whereof this is a true copy. 



C. Norbanus Flaccus, proconful, to the magistrate 

of Ephefus, greeting. 

44 Cajfar has fignified unto me by letter, that 
44 whereas the Jews continue their old cuftom of 
44 religious meetings, and of gathering monies to 
44 be Sent to Jerufalem, under the name of firft- 



44 fruits, it is his imperial majefty's will and plea- 
4£ fare that they be all left at liberty fo to do. Of 
4t this you are to take notice, and to pay your obe- 
C1 dience accordingly/' 

44 What clearer evidence, Sire, can there be in the 
• 4 world of Collar's opinion of our temple, than the 
44 indulging of the Jews in the public exercife of 
" their worlhip, the freedom of their collections 



countenancing of them in 



4i for holy ufes, and the 
44 other otticcs of piety ? 

44 There is yet another argument of the good- 
u will that Auguftus bare us ; that is to fay, he or- 
44 dered the daily Sacrifice of a bull and two lambs, 
44 out of his own revenue, to be offered up to the 
" honour of our God ; and the practice of it hath 
44 been kept up ever Since to this very day, without 

44 any intermifiion. This oblation Casfar defigned 
44 for the altar ; and yet he very well understood 
44 that there was no image in the cafe, either within 
fic or without. But this wife and learned prince was 
44 neverthelefs convinced of the necefTity of haying 
44 fome glorious temple upon earth dedicated hi a 
Ctf peculiar manner to the invisible God ; wheremeri 
44 might offer up their devotions in hopes of having 
44 their prayers heard and'granted,and without any 



4c vilible figure. 



m 



44 With your majefty's leave, once again. What 
44 did your great grandmother the ^mpreSs Jtilia, 
44 but copy her great mafter arid hufbarid, Au- 
44 gultus, in the prbfufion of : her royal bounties 
44 upon this tempfe, as vefTels of gold and Silver, 
' 4 with other orn4ttients and prefents to an inefti- 
* 4 mable value \ To what end was all this without 
44 image work I- Fov women's minds are commonly 
44 weak and hard. to be wrought* upon,- fa ve only 



" by fenfible obje&s, This princeSs, howevei;, that 
4w was as much. beyond other women in perfpicuity 
44 and judgment as in all other excellencies, Sup- 
4; plied the failings of the Sex by Study and medita- 
44 tion, and gave herfelf up fo entirely to thought 
<4 and fpeculation, that She looked upon the pradti- 
4C cal part to be only a Shadow of the other. 

t 

V 

44 Now, great Sir, after fo many glorious inftances 
4< of tendernefs and clemency out of your own fa- 
44 mily, and thole of your anceftors, in particular, 
<c from whom you have received both your life and 
44 government, be but fo gracious towards our 
44 people as your predecefibrs have been every one 
44 of them before you. Here are emperors inter- 
44 ceding for. our laws to an emperor ; feverai au- 
44 guft princes to one : grandfathers and great 
" grandfathers to a grandchild ; many to a Single 
44 perfon. And what is the re que ft at laft, but 
44 this ? They do humbly beg of you not to make 
44 void thofclawsand cuftoms, that, from their SirSt 
44 eltablilhment, have been kept facred to this very 
14 day. Thcfe alts, it is true, maybe vacated* and 



44 thefc innovations wrought, perhaps, without any 
44 judicial vengeance upon the trail fgrcflfion ; but 
44 whoever conliders future uncertainty, and that 
44 Divine Juftice is neverthelefs lure for being fome- 
44 times Slow, will tremble to think of the conic- 
44 quences, if at the fame time he believes there is 
44 a God. 

44 If I Ihould take upon myfelf to enumerate the 
44 infinite obligations I have to your majefty, my 
44 time %vould not ferve me to recount them; liei- 
44 ther would it become me to handle fo facred a 
44 fubje£t ; but the thing fpeaks itfelf. It is no fe- 
44 cret, Sire, thatl was in irons, and thatl Hand in- 
44 debted to yourfelf for my liberty ; but 1 hope 
44 you did not eafe me of thofe chains to load me 
44 with heavier. In that cafe my fuffering was only 
44 in one part of my body, but in this my very foul 
44 Sinks under the burthen. You did firft deliver 
44 me from the dread of death, and you received me 
44 afterwards out of death itfelf; fo that Agrippa 
44 deliresno more now, than that CasSar would pre- 
Cc ferve the life he has reftored ; for otherwise, I 
44 have only outlived a lefs calamity to peridi by a 
44 greater. 

■ 

44 It is to your royal bounty that I am a debtor 
44 for the gift and dignity of a crown ; and after 
44 that for the addition of another, and a greater 
44 command, in Trachohitis and Galilee. Bat af- 
Ce ter themultiplyingof fo many extraordinary fa- 
44 vours upon me, do not deprive me, I befeech 
44 you, of things the moft neceflary of all others. 
44 I am not foJicitous for fear of either loSing my 
44 commiflion, or of being dragged to my former 
44 Station ; but my requeft is, once for all, that the 
44 laws of my country maybe protected and main- 
44 tained. For what will the world fay of me elfe, 
44 either Jews or others ? One of thefe two things 
44 muft neceflarily follow ; either I ftiall be looked 
" upon as a betrayer of my country, or as a perfon 
44 utterly loft to the honour of your friend/hip : 
44 and what could make me more miSerable than 
44 either of them ? For fuppoSing myfelf to be (till 
44 in the number of your confidents, and at the fame 
44 time to Suffer my country to go to destruction, I 
44 muft certainly incur the chara&er of a falfe man 



o Such 
be fo 



44 for employing my intcreft no better, upon a pre- 
44 fumption that emperors and princesdeny n n 
44 boons to their favourites. Or, if I Should 
<c unhappy as to have loft your good graces, do not 
44 lay me in chain s, I befeech you, as Tiberius did ; 
44 but inftead of my liberty, take away my life this 
44 very moment: that is all I alk. For what Sig- 
44 nifieslife to me after the lofs of your friendship, 
xC which is the only hope and comfort I have in this 

¥«: world?" 



* » 
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C H A P. XVII 



CaiuS) on the receipt of Agrippa" 's letter, orders Pctronius 
to make an alteration in the temple of Jerufalem* Re- 
pents of it , and countermands his order. Goes to Alex- 



A 



w fpatched 
Caius, kept clofe in his apartment, and waited 



the confequence with tlie greateft impatience and 
anxiety, under apprehenfions that his importunity 
might be unfeafonable ; for the liberty and fafety 
not only of Judaea, but of all the Jews over the 
face of the earth, were at Slake upon it. 

While the emperor was perufing this letter, he 
perceived hisdelign had not fucceeded jr fometimps 
he was won over by the juftice of fo good a caufe, 
and fometimcs by the intrcatips that were annexed 
to it. He condemned Agrippa in part, in part ac- 
cufed him jand laid to Lis charge the inordinate love 
and affedtion he difcoveredfbr his country men, who 
had been the only people that, through contumacy 
and difojjedience, had refufe'd the dedication of his 
imagce However, he commended the king for not 
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concealing his mind* which he faicl (hewed a great 1 
foul, and generous difpolition. To all outward ap- 
pearance he fecmed perfectly reconciled, and re- 
turned an an Twer to Agrippa's letter, couched in 
very mild and obliging terms. He gave the king a 
kind of promife, that there fljouldbcno more men- 
tion of the dedication; and at the fame time ordered 
a letter to be written to fctronius, to Puffer no in- 
novation to be made in the temple at Jerufalcm. 
However, to render it apparent that his difpolition 
and reibhitions were not entirely changed, it was 
particularly ftated in the letter, that though he ex- 
empted one metropolis, if any of the bordering 
cities were found to obftrudt others that were de- 
lirous to eredt temples, altars, or ftatues to him, 
fuch as gave the impediment were either to be put 
immediately to death, or be fent to him. 

This was the fpring of numerous feditions, and 
the caufe of civil wars : it was no other than a 

fhrewd andtacit abrogation of the favourhefeemed m _ 

to have conferred with fo much fimplicity and II his own image and that withoutcontroul, none dar- 
jufticc. Thole who were enemies to the Jews dif- || ing to difpute his authority. The temple of the 
covered their hatred more againft them than they 
did honour to Caius, who punifhed fuch very fe- 

He 



manner, a pretence of fricjidfhip being thccoitftuni 
I hare by which they were inveigled and fleeced to 
an intolerable degree. This was by putting them 
to prodigiousexpenccsto fupport frequent journics 
as whim or frolic led him, and offer him luxurious 
entertainments. Whole fortunes were fometimcs 
fquandered in the preparation for a fingle feaft, in- 
foniuch that they were reduced to the neceffity of 
taking up fums of money at intereft, fo great were 
the fplendour and magnificence upon thefe occa- 
iions. This coniideration, however, caufed fometo 
rejeft his friendfhip and kindnefs as not only un- 
profitable, but dangerous and injurious. Indeed, 
they found that all his plauiible appearances were 
only {hares to entrap the unwary. 

Thus variable and violent were his temper and 
condu&; but the Jews, to whom he had a mortal 
averfion moftfenfibly experienced their effedis. He 
began with them at Alexandria, byfeizingon their 
oratories, and filling them with ftatues repre feu ting 



verely as were found to make any difturbance 
gave orders again for his ftatue to be fet up in the 
temple ; but Divine Providence fo ordered it, that 
the people were quiet beyond expectation, nor af- 
forded the leaft pretences for fo doing, though the 
fm all eft fault was attended with the worftof con- 
fequences. Caius, indeed, continued bufy and trou- 
blefome as ever. The favours he had granted ren- 
dered him uneafy, and his former detire re-kindled 
within his breaft. He gave orders for another fta- 
tue to be made at Rome, of brafs, covered over with 
gold, throwing afide that caft for him at Sidon, left 
any tumult fliould arife among the people. Care 
was taken to put this ftatue privately onfhip-board 
that it might be tranfported in to Judaea, and fet up 
in the temple before thepeoplewere aware. He alfo 
took ihipping for Egypt, thinking thereby to ac- 
complish his defign the fooner. 

The emperor had an extreme defire to fee Alex- 
andria, and fpared no coftfor accommodation upon 
his paflage, being of opinion that this was the pro- 
pereft place in the world for advancing his fantafti- 
cai defigns, both with refpeft to the authority and 
example of a leading city, and its convenient fitua- 
tionforuniverfal commerce. Indeed, it is generally 
found, that not only the lower clafs of men, but 
cities too imitate the example of their fuperiors. 

Caius was fo variable and inconftant in his tem- 
per, that if he had done any thing good, he would 
immediately repent of it, and pervert it into fome 
prejudice and injurious effect. For inftance* he 
once fet fome prisoners at liberty, and though no- 
thing criminal could be alledged againft them, or- 
dered them to be put into chains again, merely to 
render their condition more miferable and helplefs i 
than it had been before. Others, that expe&edto 
die, were only baniflied ; and they deemed it a very 
fortunate circumftance; not that they were con- 
fcious of any crime, but becaufe the rigid and im- 
placable difpofition of their judge made them de- 
fpair of pardon. Thefe people, in fine, went into 
baniihment with as much good-will as others com- 
monly return from it, and deported themfelves as 
chearfully in their exile, as if they had been at li- 
berty in their own habitations. But it was not long J 
before Caius cut them all off by a military execu- 
tion, without affigningany caufe of offence ; fothat 
all the noble families in Rome were put into mourn- 
ing for thelofs of their friends and relatives by this 
execrable aflhfllnation. 

If he preffented any with fums of money, he would 
neither own it as a gift, or as a loan upon confide- 
ration of intereft, but find fome means or other to 
recover it as a fraud or theft, to the greatdetriment 
of thofe who received it. Nor did he deem it fuffi- 
cient to force back what he had given, unlefs the 
whole eftate hereditary and acquired, went along 
with it. Thofe who imagined they ftood higheft in 
his favour andefteem, were dealt with in another 



holy city was now the only remaining fan&uary the 
Jews had left them, and this Caius had the confi- 
dence to attempt to appropriate to his own ufe and 
fervice, under the title of cc The Temple of the New 
Jupiter, the illuftrious Caius." Was there ever 
fuch defpicable arrogance ? A man arrogating the 
fupremacy of the Deity ! a man who had the world 
at hisdifpofal and cannot be content without afpir- 
ing.to the heavens ! Is the Almighty to have no part 
in a world of his own creation I Not fomuch as a 
field, a city, or a temple ? Not the leaft trace or fpot 
fet apart for the fervice of the true God ? Whatmi- 
feries did Caius draw upon himfelf and his empire 
by this execrable projeft ! A thing as impious as 
impracticable, and not to be thought on without 
dread and horror. 



CHAP. XVIII, 



The cruelty of Caius towards Philo and the other deputies 

* . of the Alexandrian Jews. 

WE (hall now enter upon fome particulars on 
the fubjedt of the embafly, to which I was eye 
and ear witnefs, when we firft opened our commit 
fioti. We were no fooner entered into the prefence 
than we plainly perceived, from the behaviour of 
the emperor, that inftead of a judge, we fliould find 
him our accufer and enemy. A fair and impartial 
judge would have examiued the matter in counfel, 
invqftigated it from point to point, heard both fides 
indifferently in their turns, and upon advice with 
the co.mmillloncrs,, patted fentence'in open court; 
All this, and more, would havcheen done in form, 
especially ijia cafe of this conference, where the 
lives and liberties of fo many thoufand Alexandrian 
Jew^s were all at ftake, and the matter fo clear, that 
during a fpace of four hundred years it had never 
been fo much as called in queftion. But fo far 
w.as this mercilefs tyrant from .complying with the 
ordinary methods of law andjuftice, that, on the 
contrary, he treated us with a brutality of infolence 
and contempt below the bafeft of flaves. 

Meccenas and Lamias had two gardens betwixt 
the palace and the town, which, for three or four 
days, had been the retreat of Caius, who, had de- 
figned this place as the fcene of the tragedy of the 
Je ws, while we ourfelves were to be the fpe&ators. 
His orders were for all the villas to be opened, his 
pleafure being to take a minute furvey of each. It 
was not long before wc were introduced, when, as 
foon as we beheld him, we proftrated ourfelves with 
abundant reverence before him, and faluted him in 
theftyleofcmpcrorand Auguftus. He returned the 
compliment in fuch a manner, that we could not 
conftrue, with any degree of certainty ; demanding 
with a fmile, u If we were the race odious to the gods 
whoprefumed to defpifehim, declared a god by all 
mankind except ourfelves, and pay adoration to a 
od unknown I" At the fame time, with hands up- 
ifted, he burft out into an exclamation too blaf- 
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jilicnious to bcrepcated* Thefc outrages were look- 
ed upon by our enemies as the prognofticsof a cer- 
tain vi&ory ; and thcrcwas not one attribute pecu- 
liar to God himfclf, but they afcribed to Caius. 

Upon this occafion one Ifidore, a crafty fyco- 
phanf, took occafion to infinu^te ,to Caius, that, 
" if lie. did but know the mortal hatred the whole 
body of the Jews had f$r his imperial majefty, he 
wonld abhor them much more than he did j for 



places had their fcveral fafhions and cuftorna, and 
our adverfarics were prohibited the ufe of (on\e 
things, as we were the ufe of others. After jh 4 A\tfkt* 
cafnishad palled, we came to the point in qutdiou l> 
but the emperor perceiving that we were about to 
produce fuchVouchers thatwere irrefragable, broke 
off the difcotirfe and liaftily withdrew into a fpaci- 
ous apartment, where having walked and rumi- 
nated withhirtifelf fome time, heiramc out, and de- 
manded of us, <c what we had to fay ?" We 



wbil? the whole world were offering their prayers f en ted our cafe as conctfcly aspbffible ; buthc left 

and ypws forthe fafetyof his perfon, and the prof- us ; n? and withdrew if lto another apartment, \ 

penty of his government, the Jews were the only wherehe had a collection of ancient paintings care-' • 

Upon hear- J *» 



people that refufed to dohim honour 
ing this calumny, we unanimoufly exclaimed, that 
« we were flandered and belied, having had our fa- 
crifices in form for the profperity of Caius and the 
empire ; and that we did not feaft upon the victims 
as iome did, but committed the facrifice whole to 
thefacred fire, and that upon three remarkable oc- 
cafioris* Firft, upon his acceffion to the imperial 
throne ; fecondly, upon his recovery from a dan- 
gerous illnefs,whichfo many nationslamen ted; and 
thirdly, for the fuccefs of his arms in Germany." 

Caius, in a frantic tone, replied, " I grant you did 
facrifice, but not to me ; it was to another. Where 
then is the duty ?" This unexpected anfwer threw 
usintothegreateftconfternation ; we flood amazed 
and knew not what to fay. The emperor, in the 
mean time, went into the villas, furveyingall the a- 
partincnts,commendingfome,difapprovingothers 

and giving orders for alterations to bemade where 
he thought proper. We followed him up and down 
wherefocver he went, being all the time expofed to 
the reproaches of our enemies as objects of general 
ridicule. Indeed, the whole affair had the appear- 
ance of a farce, where the judge perfonated the ac- 
cufer, and the accuferreprefented an unjuft judge. 
It was one fcene of faction and malice, without 
any femblance of juftice and truth. But fuch ac- 
cufers, and fiich ajudge, ought much rather to be 
buried in filence, than have their proceedings ex- 
pofed in writing. We could make no anfwer that 
could pleafe him ; and the laws of our country im- 
pofed filence in feveral cafes. 

WhenCaius had given fome neceflary orders about 
the buildings, he afked us, with a grave, ferious 
countenance, what was thereafon of our abftaining 
from fwine's flefh ? Our adverfaries were highly- 
gratified by this enquiry, as it indicated the difpo- 
fition of the emperor, and was poignantly fatiric 
Upon uis. Some of his attendants, however, repri- 
manded others for the licentious freedom of their 
fmilesin the pretence of the emperor, who might 
juftly deem it the greateft indignity that could be 
offered him. 

* * • ■ 

With refpect to the que ft ion concerning the 
fwine'sfiefl>, our anfwer was, that fevcralpeople and • 



fully depofited. 

■ 

The profecution of our caiife being thus delayed,' 
we grewimpatient,and, indeed, had nothing to apt. 
prehend but certain death. In this anxiety of mind 
we betook ourklves to the true God, with prayer' 
and fupplication to protect us from the rage and 
menaces of the falfe one, Incompaflion to hisfer- 
vants, he mitigated the fury of the profecutor, who 
only pafTed this fhort reflection, <w that thofe men 
who would not believe him to be a god, were, in his 
opinion, rather miferable than wicked and hav- 
ing thus fpoken, he retired, and commanded fls 
alfo to withdraw. 

■ ■ 

Thus were we delivered from a fcene of torment, 
banter, and ridicule, being grofsly reviled by the 
furrounding fpe&ators, as well as fliocked with 
the blafphernies to which, we were under a necef- 
fity of being ear- witnefTcs. What was the ground 
of his implacable rageagainft us, but that we were 
the only people in the world who refufed to own 
him for a god \ We fpeak not this as men fearful 
of death for the fake of the love of life ; on the 
contrary 

blefllng, had it advanced the common caufe or our 
profefnon. But in this cafe death would rather 
have been an ignominy ; for the mifcarriage of 
deputies are generally imputed to the ill conduct 
of their principals. This reflection pointed out to 
us the propriety of feeking a deliverance, while \ve 
were in anxious uncertainty as to the fentencethe 
emperormight pronounce upon the ifTuc j for how 
could he enter into the merits of the caufe who 
would not hear the particulars ; Was it not a mat- 
ter of extraordinary weight and importance for all 
the Jews upon the face of the earth to reft their 
dependence upon us five deputies ? If Caius had 
gratified the Alexandrians, what would have been 
the confequence ? we fhould have had neither 
friends, towns, or oratories left. Our laws, rites, 
and privileges, would have been involved in one 
general deuruction, and we mult have funk under 
the burthen of an infupp.ortable oppreffion. Thus 
have we briefly (hewn the caiife that excited the 
averfion of Caius to the Jews, and induced him to 
perfecutethe whole race with unrelenting cruelty. 
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S every nation has its peculiar marks of If law. At fixteen I began to inform myfelf of the 



diftindtion, fo amongft the Jews nothing 

tends more to aggrandize a family than a 

lineal fucceffion to the facerdotal dignity. 

Estradiol In that refpedt I may put in my claim j not only as I 
ofjofcphut c | er j vc m y or igi n from a race of priefts,but alfofrom 

thofe of the firft rank in the twenty-four courfes 
which indicates the higheft degree of advancement.. 
By my mother's fide I am allied to blood-royal ; for 
the Afmoncean family^from which (he is descended, 
enjoyed, during a feries of time, both the kingdom 
and the priefthood together : but to give a detail of 
the fucceffion. 

Simon, otherwife called Pfellus, was my great 
great grandfather, who lived when Hyrcanus, the 
fon of Simon, the high-prieft, and the firft of that 
name had the pontificate. This Pfellus had nine 
fons, one of whom was Matthias, furnamed Aph- 
iias, who, in the firft year of King Hyrcanus, mar- 
ried the daughter of Jonathan, the high-prieft. This 
Jonathan was the firft of the fons of Afmonaeus. 
Matthias had a fon called Matthias Curtis, in the 
firft year of the reign of Hyrcanus. His fon's 
name was Jofeph,born in the ninth year of the reign 
of Alexander ; and from him defcended Matthias, 
in the tenth year of Archelaus ; to which Matthias 
I was born, in the firft year of the reign of Caius 
Ccefar. I have three fons. Hyrcanus, the eldeft, was 
born in the fourth year of Vefpafian ; Juftus, the 
fecond, in the feventh ; and Agrippa, the youngeft, 
in the ninth. This is a fhort account of my extrac- 



different opinions of our three fedts, the Pharifees, j|5J 
the Sadducees, and the Effenes*, propofing to my-thei 
felf to inveftigate their refpe<5tive tenets, and fix my ^ 
choice where I moft approved. I paflecl through* 
them all with much labour and mortification ; but 
fuppofingthe experience I had attained from thetu 
insufficient to the end propofed, and hearing of one 
JJanus, who led the life of an hermit in caves and* 
folitudes, no covering but the bark of trees, f$£ 



upon nothin 

the earth, an 




but the fpoutaneous produ&ions of 
bathed himfelf night and day in cold 
water. to allay inordinate defires, 1 followed his ex- 
ample, and having pafled three years with him in 
thefe aufteritics, and gratified my curiofity in the 
experiment, I returned to the city in my nine teeth Ac «pt 
year, and conformed myfelf to the fed of the Phar^J 
rifees, whofe principles much referable thofe of the La 
ftoics among the Greeks. 

In the fix and twentieth year of my age I hap- 
pened to go to Rome, on the following very parti- Go«t 
cular occalion. Felix, being at that time governor RoCC ' 
of Judaea, had fent feveral priefts, worthy men of 
my acquaintance, asprifoners to Rome, upon a very 
frivolous pretence, to clear themfelves of what 
might be objected to them before Casfar, They 
(hewed the utmoft conftancy,chufingrather tofuf- 
ferany thing than depart from their duty, which 
confiderationinduced me todetermine at all events, 
to attempt to procure their deliverance. Accord- 
ingly I embarked for Rome, and falling into a def- 



tionasit (lands upon record, as an irrefragable te€* II perate dorm, with about fix hundred in company, 
timony, in oppoiition to the authors of invidious || we were caft away, and the veflcl was loft in the 
and calumniating reports. 



My father Matthias was greatly efteemed in Jeru- 
falem ; not only from his honourable defcent, but 
his ftriA probity and juftice. I had a brother, called 
after my father, with whom I was trained up in the 
different branches of literature. Being blefled with 
a found judgment and retentive memory, I madefo 
early aprogrefsin my ftudies, that, at fourteen years 
of age, the high-prieftsand elders did me the honour 
of advifing with me on fome intricate points of 



Adriatic gulph. Only eighty of the whole number 
by a wonderful Providence, were preferved, being 
taken up early the next morning by a'veflel of Cy~»ff° BJ 
rcne, when we had kept ourfelves a whole night 
above water by fwimming. 

Having thus efcaped and got to Dicearchia, (by 
the Italians caiied Puteoli,) I became acquainted 
with Alityrus, a comedian, by birth a Jew, and in 
great favour with the emperor Nero, This man 
brought me to the knowledge of the emprefsPoppea 
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The LIFE of FLAVIUS JOSEPH U S, 

whoinimctliatcly^itmyrcqiicft^rocurcdthcpricfts IT fend as often as they pi cafe (I to Dora, a city of 
their difebarge, and loaded mc with prefents ; after Phoenicia, to their hoftages they had given toGcf- 
which 1 returned to my own country* jj fins. The citizens of Tibcrais had taken arms on . 

Upon my arrival I found affairs in a very preca- 
rious fituation, and the people appeareddifpoSed to 
a revolt ; fo that I endeavoured to keep the rebel- 
lious within the bounds of duty, by representing 
to them thecircumftances of the enemy with whom 
they had to do, who were politic, martial, and well 

0vk$ disciplined; that I could not but difluade them 

isejews from expofing their country, wives, and children, 

fotfivora and all that could be dear to them, upon terms fo 
ii»c Ro- very unequal. I plied them with argument, coun- 
fel, and importunity, to divert them from an out- 
rage that could not but be attended with many fatal 
conSequences. But whatever I laid before them 
had no effedt, fo great was the infatuation caufed 
by their deSperate condition. But perfuaded that 
too often inculcating the leflbns I gave them would 
draw upon me their hatred and fufpicion, as if! 
fided with the enemy, which might in the end cn- 
danger my life, I took Sandtuary in the inner tem- 
ple, and, after Manahem,and theprincipalrobbers, 
were put to death, betook myfelf to the priefts and 
chief men of the Pharifees. We were preSently in 
a panic at the people taking up arms j and when we 
were not able to reftrain their fury, we pretended 
to approve the fteps they had taken ; but advifed 
them to decline any hoftilities, as we were in hopes 
that Geflius Florus would come to our afliftance, 
with a Sufficient body of forces to quell the fedition . 



5*9' 



Florai tj 



the following ocenfioni 

There were three factions in this city. The firft Thrcefao 
confided of men of honour and integrity, and J c,cy o" 
lius Capellus was their chief/, who was joined by bctAi »- 
Herod, the fon of Miarus ; Herod, the foh of Gar 
malus ; and Compfus, the fon of CompSus : but 
as for his brother Crifpus, whom Agrippa, had 
made governor of the town, he now iived upon Wis 
eftate beyond Jordan. All thefe were urgent for 
the citizens continuing their allegiance to the king 
and the people of Rome ; Piftus being the only man • 
of rank who, in compliance, with his fon Juftus* 
went the other way. The fecond faction was com- 
pofed of rabble, and feemed determined for war. 
At the head of the third was the above-mentioned 
Juftus, who pretended to have fcruples with refpecSk 
to the war, but ftill was defirous of innovation, * 
from a view of advancing himfelf by means of the 
confufion. 

To this end he endeavoured to perfuade the peb- . 
pie, w That this city had ever belonged to Galilee, flames the 
and reputed in the days of Herod the tetrarch, its JJgJ* 
founder, the capitalof the province : that this Komam. 
right of precedence was never fo much as ques- 
tioned from the time of Agrippa, the father, till the 
government of Felix, when he gave it away to the 
younger Agrippa t and that the people of Scppho- 
ris, in fine, never claimed any privilege above their 



Butuponhis coming,and giving battle to there- II neighbours, till they fubjedted themfelves to the 



taibybels, he had the ill fortune to be defeated, and fe- 

dtffcii- 1 _ c I, • n„: n „,u:~U u~ 



veral of his men were flain, which overthrow be- 
came the fourcc of great calamities to our nation ; 
for thofe that were difpofed for war entertained 
hopes of finally conquering the Romans. Befides, 
another caufe occured for rekindling this war, 
which was as follows : 

■ 

The Syrians arid Jews living promifcuoufly to- 
gether in feveral great towns bordering upon Ju- 
diea, the former took their opportunity of feizing 
upon all the Jews, with their wives and children, 
who dwelt among them, and inhumanly put them 
to death, without any fort of provocation or offence ; 
. for there was nothing of a confpiracy, or fo much 
rfSc ec as disaffection to4;he Romans charged upon them. 
l m - But the barbarity of the Scythopolitans exceeded 
all the reft ; for they not only forced the Jews of the 
place, that were their fellow-citizens, to bear arms 
againft thofe of their own tribe that came before it, 
(a thing exprefsly forbiddenby our laws, )but when 
they had worfted the enemy by their afliftance, with- 
out any regard to juftice> gratitude, or common 
faith, put them all to the fword, without mercy or 
diftin&ion,to the number of feveral thoufands. The 
Jews of Daiuafcus were treated much in the fame 
manner, as is related at large in our hiftory of the 
Jewifh wars. We mention this circumftance in 
particular^ in order to make it generally known 

&a!hhc l ^ at vvec ^ not undertake this war upon choice, but 
tjj,° 1 c were forced upon it by extreme neceflity. 

After the overthrow of Geffius, the leading men 
of the Jews finding themfelves weak and anarmed, 
and in danger of a turbulent and powerful fa&ion, 
thought it time to provide for their own fecurity ; 
fo that*confidering how Galilee was divided, they 
fent me, and two other priefts, Joazar and Judas, as 
commiflioners, to try if we could prevail with the 
Seditious people to lay down their arms ; not fo as to 
c*nmir. P art with them entirely, but only to depofit them, 
&oac s(= nt tor the prefent, in the hands of their governors, till 
»£n hc the y Should have occafion to ufe them, and wait till 

they were better informed what the Romans intend- 
ed to do. 

Wheu I had received thefe inftru&ions, I pro- 
ceeded to Galilee, and found the people of Sep- 
phoris very much agitated by a concern for their 
country, into which the Galileans had made inroads, 
on pretence of their ftanding up for the Romans, 
and their adherence to SenniusGallus, then gover- 
nor of Syria. But I effectually removed all their 
apprehenlions, by obtaining for them a licence to 



Roman yoke, and removing the records and trea- 
furc upon that revolution/' 

* • 

When Juftus, by thefe means, had inflamed the 
people to a revolt, he told them in plain terms, 
" That, fmce the Sepphorites were fo obftinateJy 
devoted to the intereft of the Romans, they had no 
other means of vindicating their rights and liber- 
ties, than immediately to take up arms, and join 
with the Galileans in oppofiug the Sepphorites. " 
This popular and plaufible addrefs wrought greatly 
upon the people. Befides, he was fo well verfed in 
the Greek tongue, as to write an account of thefe 
tranfa&ions, palliating and difguifing matters as . 
he found moft conducive to his purpofe. But I 
fhall more particularly delineate the character of 
this Juftus, and point out, in the progrefs of thfc ^ hcaaion> 
narrative, how he and his brother had well nigh of juftu* n * 
proved the deftrudlicn of our nation. When Tie / 
had gained over fome of the citizens by perfiiafion, 
and others by force, to take up arms, lie marched . 
out with them in a body, and fet fire to the ha- 
bitations of the Gadaren.es and Hippenians, about 
Tiberais and Scythopolis. 

To pafs over from the ftate of Tibdrais to that of 
Gifchala. John, the foh of Levi, finding feveral of 
his fellow- citizens highly impatient of the Roman £J"f^ s 
yoke, endeavour to keep them within the Com-ontheGde 
pafs of good faith and obedience. But he cduld )£^ Ro ~ 
not gain his purpofe ; for the Gadarcnes, Tyrians, 
and others, having joined their forces, attacked and 
took Gifchala by dorm, laid it in allies, and then 
returned home. John was fo cxafperated at this 
outrage, that he colle£fced his troops, marched, Defeawthe 
fought and defeated them. After that he rebuilt "bunds™* 
the place, and, for better fecurity, encompalfed it GifcfaaU. 
with a ftrong wall. 

But the people of Gamala ftood firm to the Ro- 
mans from the following caufe. Philip, the fon of 
Jaconius, king Agrippa'slieutenant, having efcap- 
edout of Jerusalem, while the enemy was before the 
palace, fell into another danger of being deftroyed 
by Manahem, and his band of robbers, but was pre- 
ferved by fome of his Babylonifli relations, who 
were then at Jerufalem. Upon the fifth day after p^y, 
his efcape, he difguifed himfelf by a cap of falfe ^n«*fol 
hair, and ftiiftedaway till he came to a certain vil- clvcranco 
lage of his own-, near the caftle of Gamala, where 
he fent orders to fome of his fubje<5ts to come to 
him. In this place he was feized with a fudden fe- 
ver, which providentially proved the occafion of 
Saving his life ; for, upon falling into this diftem- 
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per, he wrote to Agrippa and Berenice, by a cer- 
tain freeman of trult and credit, with orders to de- 



Jerufalem rcfpe<fting every circumftaflcc, and re- 
queuing their commands as to my future proceed- 
liver his letter to Varos, to whom had heen corn- II ings* Their inftrudions were for me to remain J of ¥*' 



where I was, and provide the beft I could for the in o!3JJ 
defence and fecurity of the place, and to retain my "Jjjjjj* 
colleagues if they approved it. But having ac-thcj^ 
quirecf great riches from the tythes which were due Sanhtdl fc 
to themaspriefts, they rcfolved to return ; but, at 
my requeft, ftaid a little longer, till matters were 
bettcraccommodatcd. We went together from Sep- • 
phoris to Bethmaus, about four furlongs diftant 
ienger to the people as an impoftor ; alledgingthat II from Tiberais, whither fending a mcflcnger, 1 fum- 



mittcd the care of the palace in their abfence, on a 
journey to licrytus, with an intention of meeting 
Geflius. 

When Varus found, by thefe letters, that Philip 
had made his efcape, he was greatly concerned, left 
the king and queen fhould difchargc him from their 
fervice upon his return j fo that he expofedthemef- 

Septtty, Philip was at that time at Jerufalem with The Je ws 5 
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making war againft the Romans ; and upon this ca- 
lumny he caufed him to be put to death. When 
Philip had waited a confiderable time, and received 
no news either of the meflenger or the letters, he 
difpatched a fecond with another packet, to enquire 
what was become of the former ; and he was taken 
off upon the fame pretence. Now the Syrians of 
Cefarea had perfuaded Varus that the Romans 
would certainly revenge themfelves upon Agrippa 
for this rebellion of the Jews, and that, upon his 
death the' crown would devolve to him as a branch 
of the royal line, defcending from Sohemus, the 
tetrarch of Libanus. Varus became fo puffed up 
with this conceit, that he intercepted the king's let- 
ters, and guarded all the partes, in order to deprive 
him of intelligence of what was done. He put 
great numbers of the Jews to death, to make an in- 
tereft with the Syrians of Cefarea ; and likewife 
propofed engaging theTrachonites of Batanea with 
him in a war with the Jews in Ecbatana, which 
they called Babylonians. 
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patched them away in his name, with a meflage to 

their friends at Ecbatana, purporting, that Varus 
hadheard of theirenteringintoa conspiracy againft 

their king, but that though he did not believe the 

. t • i t j lem * « -i 



moned the cldersof the people to appear before me. 
Upon their arrival, (and Juftus among the reft,) I 
told them I wasfent to them by the people of Jeru- 
falem, together with my colleagues, to confer with 
them about the demolition of the palace which He- 
rod, the tetrarch, had ere&ed there, and adorned 
with the images of divers animals, in direft viola- 
tion of our laws, and requefted them to put that 
work into immediate execution. Capellus, and the 
reft of his faction, oppofed it a long time; but at 
length, after an hard conteft, we carried the point. 

While this controverfy was on the tapis, Jefus, the xhenWfe 
fon of Sapphias,inftigated an abandoned banditti to fi/can* 
fet fire to the palace royal, in expectation of conli- Jjjtf^ 
derable booty ; for every thinghe faw was magnifi- 
cent and fumptuous ; io that they pillaged many 
things, notwithftanding our utmoft precaution. 
Having tranfafted our bufinefs with the people of 
Tiberais, we withdrawfrom Bethmaus into the Up- 
per Galilee : but the fa<ftf on of Jefus put all the pQt e ^ 
Greeks in Tiberais to the fword, and all whom they Grwbrf 
deemed enemies before thefe $ioftilities. thefw«i 

When I had intelligence of thefe proceedings, I 
was much enraged, went down to Tiberias, and 
ufed all the care and diligence poflible f o fave the 
houlhold furniture of the palace from the hands of 
the pillagers. Among thefe were candlefticks of 
Corinthian brafs, royal tables, and a great quantity 
of filver in themafs., Refolved to preferve what- 



themoftdemonftrative proof of their innocence. He cy ? rI . Tavcd for the king's ufe, I fent for ten of the 
alfoenjoinedthemtobringfeventyoftheirprincipal prmcipalmcn in ithe fenate, and Capellus, the Ton of 

men, to anfwer all objecaions in behalf of the reft. Antilus, and delivered to them the refpeebve ar- 



The twelve deputies accordingly went, and acquit- 
ted themfelves of their co'mmiifion ; but, upon ftridfc 
enquiry at Ecbatana, among people of their own 
tribe, not finding the leaft colour for any fuch ru- 
mour, they took, according to their inftru&ions, 
feventy of the principal men along with them, and 
proceeded towards Cefarea, Varus, in the mean 
time, having planted himfelf in the pafTage with a 



tides, with an exprefscharge not to part with them 
to any one without my particular order. 

From thence I proceeded with my colleagues to 
Gifchala, to watch the motions of John, whom we 
found manifeftly 'engaged in forming a party, and. 
fetting up for himfelf. He importuned me to give 
him authority to export the corn that belonged to^jjjjjjj 
the emperor, who had feveral magazines in the nonm. 



he jews guard of the king's troops about him, fell upon I Upper Galilee. Perceiving the drift of his inten- 
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thjpm, and cut all to pieces except one man ; after 
which he advanced upon his defign againft the 
Jews at Ecbatana. 

But, by a wonderful Providence, the only one of 
the feventy who efcaped got thither before him, 
with the news of this abominable treachery ; upon 
which the inhabitants put themfelves in arms, and, 
with their wives and children, retired to the caftle 
of Gamaia, leaving their goods and cattle behind 
them to a mighty value. As foon as Philip heard 
of the adventure, he repaired thither, and was wel- 
GamSa, corned with univerfal acclamations of the people, 
a is ten- who tendered him their lives and fortunes in a con- 
ftanc/ofteft with Varus and his Cefarean abettors, if he 
t inhabi- would but do them the honour to command them : 

its 

tinft for it was now reported that the king was flain. 

Philip, however, endeavoured to reft rain their zeal, 
by reminding them of the benefits the king had 
conferred upon them, the formidable power of the 
Romans, and the defperate hazard of a rebellion, 
infomuch that they were brought in the conclufion 
to better reafon. When the king had intelligence 
of the refolution of Varus, withrefpe&to themaf- 
" fa ere of all the Tews in Cefarea, he removed him 
from his government, and appointed Equus Modius 
to fucceed him, Philip keeping pofleflion of the 
citadel of Gamaia, and the country bordering upon 
it, that continued their allegiance to the Romans. 

When I came into Galilee, and received the news 
of thefe tranfadtions, I wrote to the Sanhedrim at 1 
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tion in this requeft, I allured him that I could not 
poflibly permit him ; as being obliged, by virtue of 
my commilfion from Jerufalem, to take care of all 
things within that jurifdi&ion, I could not difpofc 
of fuch ftores any other way than for the fervice of 
Casfar, or the good of the province. Finding he 
could not prevail with me, he applied himfelf to my 
colleagues, who, through wantofforefight, and the 
prevalence of avarice, were induced, by bribes and 
fair words, to comply with this requeft ; fothathav-*^*^ 
mg a majority or votes on his iide, it was carried money, 
againft me. John had no fooncr gained this point, 
than he bethought himfelf of another invention. 

The inhabitants of Cefarea Philippi were com- 
plaining to him (he faid) for want of pure virgin 
oil, and defired him to fupply them ; the Grecian 
oil being forbidden them, and the king's prohibi- 
tion barring them from going out of town to fetch 
it. John was evidently actuated herein by intereft, 
not religion; for he knew that this oil bore forty 
times the price at Gifchala that it did at Cefarea ; fo 
that he fentaway the wholeftock from one place 
to the other, under colour of authority from me, 
which, indeed, I didnot grant him voluntarily, but 
from apprehenfion, had I refufejl, of being ftoned 
by the multitude. John, in the end, gained vaftffiffc 

- ~ his col- 

leagues. * 

Having fent my colleagues from Gifchala to Je- 
rnfalem, I made it my entire bufinefs to arm, for- fecumy^ 
tify, and, in fliort, provide the beft I could for the ^ 
defence of my province. The free-booters Ifound 
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The LIFE of F L A V 1 (J S JOSEPH!/ S: 



5 ai 



Uintf 



were not to be reducedby force, and therefore tried 
the effort of cornpofition j fo that a treaty was en- 
tered into with fcveral leading men among them to 
take them into pay, being all convinced that the 
charge of the pcnlion would not be comparable to 
the Ipoil they would make by rapine and pillage. 
We came, in fine, to an agreement ; and I took 
their oaths for the performance of articles, and fo 
difmifled them. The conditions were thefe ; that 
they fhould not offer any violence either to Romans 
or natives, nor ever fet foot into our country but 
when they were called; or behind hand in their pay. 
For it was my principle concern to keep Galilee in 
peace, in order to which I made choice of feventy 
of their beft men to go along with me, and made 
ufe of themas companions, councilors, and affif- 



a&ual bafenefs, of betraying a truft; for one trench- JjJ^JJJ 

ery would molt certainly be avenged upon the head (be people 
of the traitor by another, and after one aft of per- of M*"* 9 
fidy their credit would be loft for evch 

I had fcarely uttered thefe words, when I heard a 
voice earneftly calling to me to come down and pro- 
vide for my oWn fecurity, as my enemies were jufk 
upon me, and this was iid time for (peefches. The 
truth was that John, having me at advantage in a 
place where I was little better than alone, drew a 
feleft number of men out of the thoufand that he 
commanded, with orders to fall upon me by fui- 
prize. They were already advanced within a little 
of executing their deiign, which they had certainly 
done, if I had not leaped down that very moment Narrowly 

guards, who led me *fX? ollt 



tants, and, with their approbation, pronounced ,1 ^, , v Y c J 5 ^ i £ of *• 

_,n.«^«o k n r»Sr1i .n^^l.r.rL.^tnint.. it off to the lake, where ] found a veffel that con- hand. 

veyed me toTancheae, beyond all expeftation, and J 0110, 
out of the power of my enemies. 

The inhabitants of this city, when they come to jj^JEJ?* 
hear of the per fidiousconduft of the Tiberians, were ged at the 
greatly exafperated, betook themfelves to their Ircachcr r- 
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my fentences, but with an inviolate regard to inte- 
grity and juftice ; fo that, under the appearance 
of friends, they fervedme in quality of hoftages. 

I was now in the thirtieth year of my life, an age 
wherein the utmoft virtue and precaution cannot 
fecure a man from the lafhof envy and detraction, 
efpecially in an exalted fituation. Yet I can un- 
dertake to aver that I never was charged with any 
capital mifdemeanour. I wanted nothing* I co- 
veted nothing ; nay, I refufed my very tenths, 
though due to me as a prieft, even when offered. 
I confefs I took part of the fpoils upon the defeat 
I gave the Syrians, and fent them to my kindred at 
Jerufaleta. But when I had twice ftormcd Sep- 
phoris, four times Tiberias, once Gadara, and fe- 
veral times brought John, who treacheroufly ac- 
ted againft me, into my power, I pafled all over 
without taking revenge either of the one or the 
other j and the Omnifcient Being, to whom the fe- 
crcts of the heart are open, was fo gracious as to 
deliver me from the fnares of profeffed enemies ; 
and not upon that occafion only, but divers times 
afterwards, as will be feen in the fequel. 

Such was the regard and benevolence of the peo- 
ple of Galilee towards me, that, when their cities 
were taken by affault, and their wives and children 
carried into flavery, they had a much greater con- 
cern for my fuffcrings than their own. This excited 
the envy of John, who, in a letter, requefted me, 
when he came to Tiberius, to grant him permiflion 
to ufe the hot baths there for the recovery of his 
health. I immediately complied, having no fuf- 
picion of any wicked defign, and gave him recom- 
mendatory letters to thofe to whom I had commit- 
ted the adminiftration of the affairs of Tiberias, to 
provide neceffary accommodations for him and his 
whole train. At this time I took up my abode in a 
certain village of Galilee, called Jana. 

John was no fponer come to Tiberius, than he 
£ f erottl tampered with the inhabitants to revolt from their 
tegna- fidelity tome, and come over to hisintereft. Several 
giiaftjofc- wcre won over by his in treaties, being fond of inno- 
vation, and glad of any opportunity that offered to 
promote their feditious views. Amongft his prin- 
cipal adherents were Juftus, and his father Piftus, 
who immediately clofed with the proportion, and 
joined intercfts with John againftme. But, by good ; 
foretight,I pre vcntecLtheir defign : for Silas, whom I 
had made governor of Tiberius, fent me a meffenger 
to inform me of the difpofition of the inhabitants, 
and advifed me to haften thither, as the only means 
of preventing the city's coming under the jurifdic- 
tion of another. Upon the receipt of this intelli- 
gence, I took two hundred men with me, and tra- 
velled all night,having fent a meffenger before me 
to inform the inhabitants of my approach. In the 
morning a great multitude came out to meet me, 
and amongft them John, whofe countenance be- 
trayed his guilt. Being confeious that his life was 
at (take, if he was difcovered, hehaftily withdrew 
to his apartment. When I had reached the place 
for public exercifes, I difmifled the guards I had 
about me, excepting one. and ten armed men that 
wcre with him, and then addreffed the people of Ti- 
berias from an eminence, upon the fubjeA of good 
faith and allegiance, the honour of a generous con- 
ftancy, and the dangerous confcqucnces, as well as 
No. 44. 
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arms and requefted me to head them, that they 
might avenge the caufe of their commander. The 
report of this outrage was quickly fpread all over 
Galilee,in order to irritatetheGalileans whoprefent- 
lyaffembled inprodigious numbers, and with great 
earneftnefs entreated me to a flu alt Tiberias, and 
upon the taking of it,utterlydemolifh it, and expofe 
theinhabitants,with their whole families, to (ale for 
Haves. Thofe of my friends, who had efcaped outof 
Tiberias, gave me the fame advice. But I did not 

comply with it, dreading the thoughts of being the X h C mode- 
caufe of a civil war, and being defirous of putting ration of 
aftoptothedifputebefore they proceeded to blows. J°* e P hu5 - 
I alfo pointed out to them, that it was not their in- 
tereft topurfuefuchmeafures, as a fpedtaclefor the 
Romans that were to ftand looking on. By thefe 
means, though with much difficulty, I affuaged 
the impetuous rage of the Galileans. 

But John, when he found bis ftratagam difcon^ 
certed, began to have apprehenfions for himfelf ; 
fo that taking the forces he had about him, he 
quitted Tiberias, and went to Gifchala, whence he ^"^"^ 
wrote a letter in excufe for what he had done, as if jtfephut. 
he bad a&ed againft his inclination, and begged of 
me to entertain no fufpicion of him, ratifying the 
fame with dreadful execrations, in order to obtain 
credit to what he had declared. 

• • * 

This, however, didnotfatisfy the Galileans, who 



were too well acquainted with his perfidy in divers 
inftances, fo that they preffed' nie ftill (being- a 
mighty body of men) to -lead, them on to the affault, 
that they might deftroy him, and Gifchala, the place 
of his nativity, at once. I gratfully acknowledged 
my obligations to them for the refpedl and good- 
will they hadlhewnme, and affured them of the 
bediervices I could render them in requital; but, 
at the fame time, importuned them to reftrain the 
impetuoiity of their rage, and permit me to endea- 
vour to put an end to the tumult without blood- padSe«he 
(lied. When I had prevailed with the multitude, I mul »™ dc - 
withdrew to Sepphoris. 

The inhabitants of this city (determined to con- 
tinue in their allegiance to the Romans) where not 
without apprehenfions upon my approach', and fo 
contrived for their own fecurity how they might di- 
vert me fome other way. With this vie w they fent 
a meffenger to Jefus, the head of the robbers, upon 
the borders of Ptolmais, with promife of a large 
reward, if he would bring his company amounting 
to 8oo men, and make war upon us. The tempta- jefm.head 
tion prevailed, and it was refolved to fall upon us ^ I a ^ nd 
by furprize. In confequence of this, Jefus fent me laysfoarcs 
word by a meffenger, that he was defirous of making *°£J Q& ~ 
me a vifit. When I granted his reqiiefir, having no p ** 
fufpicion of his treacherousdelign, he took a band 
of his robbers, and fet out on his journey with all 
expedition. But his intention was fruftrated ; for, 
upon his approach within a little of the town, I 
had intelligence brought me by a deferter of the 
whole contrivance. 

Upon this information I went into the market* 

a X 
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place, as it' ignorant of the plot againffc me, and 
v. ;i s there attended by u numerous train of C i a i> 
Icans in arms, and fevcral Tibcrians among!! them. 
J then gave orders fur the guard of the paJi'es, and 
the cctitincLs at the gates, to le t in only Jcfns him- 
felf, with {bine few of his followers, and exclude 
the re it ; or, if they fhould attempt to break in by 
violence, to repel them by force. They did as they 
were ordered, and admitted Jcfus with fome few of 
his train, and then (hut the gates againft the reft. 
Upon his entrance, I commanded him to lay down 
his arms upon pain of death in cafe of refnfal, with 
which he complied, findinghimfelf furrounded with 
a guard uf foldiers. Thofe of his followers, who 
were excluded the city, when they heard their leader 
was taken betookthemfelves to a precipitate flight. 

After this I took Jefus afide, and told him I was 

of jo fephus n °t ignorant of the plot designed againft me, nor by 
toTohn. whom be was fent ; however, I would grant him 

ScppKoritc$P arc ' on after all thefe provocations, if he would 

promife,in future, to behave as a faithful fuhjecl. 
He accordingly pledged himfelf, in t he moll folemn 
manner, fo to do ; upon which I fet him at liberty, 
and allowed him to collect the men he had brought 
with hi in. With refpcA to the Sepphoritcs, I 
charged them to be quiet and peaceable in future 
at their peril. 

There came to me, about this time, out of the 
country of the trachonitcs, two i>Tandee&- who had 
been veiled with legal authority, bringing with 
them horfes, arms, and money. The Jews were ab- 
foliitely agaiuft receiving them, unlefs they would 
fubmil to the rite of circumcifion : but I would not 
fuller any violence of that kind to be offered. them, 
obferving, that " every man ought to be at liberty 
to worlhtp God according to his own confeience ; 

{"r^:. 1 *;- ant * that thefe men,whohadfied to us for protedtion, 
r ; utj ..- um ought not to be fo treated as to repent of their com- 
*V jn « ins*- hither." When 1 had pacified the multitude, 

I furnh'hed the men, that came over to us, with all 

neceSiaries in abundance. 

During thefe tranfaeffcions, king Agrippa fent 
Equus Modius, with a body of forces, to lay liege to 
the caftle of Gamala. The detachment being: too 
few to invert the place, they could only port: guards 
at the avenues, in order to block it up. But when 
Ebertius, the centurion, who had command of the 
great plain, undcrftood that I wascometoSimonias, 
a village upon the confines of Galilee, diftant about 
flxty furlongs, he drew up an hundred horfe, that he 
had then about him, near two hundred foot, and fome 
military troops from Gaba, and making one night's 
march reached the village. Having drawn up my 
forces in order of battle, he endeavoured to bring 
me into the plain, as his main confidence was in the 
cavalry. But as my army conlifted principally of 
foot, 1 found it would not be fafe to venture myfelf 
on that odds of ground, and fo kept my ftation. 
Ebertius did what he could to force me from my 
poll, which, when he found he could not effed by 
means of his horfe, he quitted his delign, and with- 
drew to Gaba, having loft only three men in the 
action. 1 followed him immediately with a body of 
two thoufand men ; and when I came toBefara, a 
town upon the confines of Ptolemais, about twenty 
furlongs diltantfrom Gaba, where Ebertius was at 



to f he very foul at hearing every thing fucccedcd to Hi 
iiiv wifli, and that 1 was actually cihiblWhcd in the ^ 
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that time, 1 took poffeflion of all the pafTes about 
it to fecure my quarters, and, in the mean time, car- 
ried off the wheat, and other grain to a prodigious 

quantity, that had been taken from the neighbour- 
ing villages, and belonged to queen Berenice, lifter 
to king Agrippa. This provifion I caufed to be 
tranfported to Galilee, upon a number of camels I 
had brought thither on purpofe. When this bufi- 
nefs was (intihed, 1 offered Ebertius battle, which, 
when he declined,! bent my courfc towardsNeopo- 
litaiHis, who was then in garrifon with a body of 
horfe at Scythopolis, and committed ravages in 
the country about Tiberias; fo that having deli- 
vered this place from further annoyance, I deter- 
mined to attend to the affairs of Galilee. 

During thefe tranfacttons John, the fon of Levi, 
* «iovva?,asbcforeobfervtd,atGifehala,beinggalled 



gooil opinion of my people, and at the fame time 5 ^ 
terror to my enemies, tampered with the inhabitants 
of Tiberias and Scpphoris, as well as thole of Gaba, 
to revolt from their obedicucc'to me, and join his SoJ . . 
party ; infinuating to them how much caller their mai"*, 
condition would be under hisgovernmcut than they j^P *: 

found it under mine. The Sephorites were, in truth, 
neither for one or the other of us, being wholly at- 
tached to the Romans. The Tiberiaus, though 
they would not be perfuaded to revolt, promifed to 
hold an amicable correfpondence with him. . Bui 7 be fat, 
the Gabarenes efpoufed his in t ere ft at theimportu- < 
nity of Samois, a citizen of eminence, one of John's t&cmfi 
particular friends and companions. Thefe people to M x 
did not at firft openly difcover their defection, ha\> l> 
ing appreheufions of the Galileans, whofe kindnefs 
and loyalty tome they had feveral times experien- 
ced ; but when they found a fit opportunity, they 
threw f off the m'afk, and plainly lhewed their treach- 
ery ; in confequerice of which I wm expofed to 
imminent danger on the following account. 

» 

A company of adventerous young men, of the 
village of Dabaretta,obferving the wife of Ptolemy, 
the king's procurator, travelling w itli.a pompous ™ 5 j* 
retinue over the great plain, out of the king's ju-ro^ 
rifdicftion into a province of the Romans, fuddenly jjjj* 
fallied out upon them, forced the women to fly, and 
plundered all the carnages. This parted while I was 
at Taricheae, whither they brought four mules 
laden with rich clothes, coftly furniture, a great 
number of filver vcflels, and five hundred pieces of 
gold. Being defirous of prcferving the property 

of Ptolemy, who was of my own tribe,;(and our law 
prohibiting us from robbing even an enemy,) 1 told 

the people, who brought them tome, that they were 
by all means to be kept till they could be fold to 
the bed advantage* and the moncv to be laid out 
upon repairing the walls of Jerufaiem. Thefe ad- 
venturers, regretting the lofs of fo considerable a 
booty, of which they had : made themfelves fure, 
fprcad a report throughout the coun try ad joining to 
Tiberias, that 1 had a defign to betray the province 
to the Romans. I pretended, indeed, they faid, to .. . 
employ the profit of the purchafe upon rebuilding 
the walls of ferufalem, but that my real defio'n was r , . 
to reitoreit to the proprietor. Nor were they much csau»& 
miftaken ; for, after their departure,! fent for Daf- 
fins and Jannseus, two citizens of the firft rank 9 .aud 
both in great efteem with the king, and ordered 
them to take the effefts that had been ftolen, and 
fee them conveyed to the king, threatening them 
with death if they communicated the affair to any 
one elfe. 

A rumour now fpreading through out Galilee, that 
the country was to be betrayed by me into the hands 
of the Romans, put every thing into confulion, and v 
fo cxafperated the populace, that they vowed re- 
venge. The people of Tarichea? , among others, ArlotM 
gavefomuch credit to the ltory,that they tampered dt?of*J> 
with my guards, and other foldiers, to abandon me 
when afleep, and withdraw immediately into the 
circus, there to confult with the reft what mcafurcs 
w r ere to be taken againft their general. When they 
came thither, they found a great concourfe of peo- 
ple aflembled beforehand, calling out, with one 
voice, for juftice upon the traitor : but the ring- 
leader of the tumult was Jefus, the fon of Sapphias, 
at this time chief magiftrate of Tiberias, a manfe- 
ditious, turbulent, and naturally difpofed to inno- 
vation. Pre fen ting himfelf to the multitude, with j e f ul , tit 
the two tables of Mofes in his hand, he thus ad-f°? of *£ 
drefled them : " if, citizens, you have no regard lal'/i 
Ci for your own intereft and fafety, let me recom- faa,QI1 ' 
cc mend to you, however, to preferve a reverence 
for thefe holy laws, which Jofephus, your gover- 
nor, has made no fcruple to betray, and confe- 
u quently rendered himfelf fo odious to all good 
cc men, that no punifimient can be too exemplary 
u and fevere. 5 ' 

> 

The multitude applauded this addrefs with the 
loudeft acclamations ; upon which he took a band 
of armed men, and haftened to the place where I 
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rcfidcd, with full determination to takeaway my 
life, while I was rcpofing myfelf without the Icaft 

^%m- {, PP re ^ cn ^ ono ^ t ' an g cr# ^ ut ^ #,fT,on > ni y bodyguard, 



iticHj and the only man who now attended me, upon fight 

^lot °* l * lc crow< ' p^ding, roufed me, told me the dan- 
S.oneger I was in, and aavifed mc rather to fall by my 

ijii Qvm ^ :U1C '» than be intuited at the will and pleafurc 
f of an iufolent enemy* I therefore committed my- 
felf to Providence, difguifed myfelf in black, gird- 
ed on my fword, and went through a bye way, 
where I fuppofed none of my adverfaries would 
meet me, into the circus, I there threw myfelf 
prolhite on the earth, and exhibited fo mournful a 
'fpe&acle as excited general companion. When! 
found the people in fome meafure foftened, I en- 
deavoured to influence their opinion in my favour 
before the return of the foldiers from the place of 
my refill ence. I admitted the truth of what had 
been objected to me, but re^uefted them to permit 
me to inform them in what manner I had difpofed 
of the money which arofefrorn the plunder, when 
I allured them, I would chearfully fubmit to death 
if it* was their pleafure, 

* 

The people were forbearing me ; but the foldiers, 
who were juft returned, -were for putting me to in- 
Jhint death. Through the clamour, however, that 
prevailed, they refpited the execution, taking for 
granted that, after the confeffion of the treafonj 
they (hould have juft ground for taking away my 
life. Upon this, filence being proclaimed, I thus 
briefly addrefled them : 

u I am ready to die, my countrymen, if I fliall be 
a^csl " found to deferve it, provided I may lay before 
tteauu" you a true ftate of the cafe for which I fufter be- 
K fore I go. I have ever looked upon this city as a 
tc fanduary toftrangers ; infomuch, that numbers 
' c of people have been prevailed upon to quit 
ct their native foil, and tranfplanted themfelves 
u hither to lhare with you their fortunes. What is 
" my crime, but the dedicating a fum of money, 
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" from a zeal for the public fcrvice, toward 
" repairing of your walls ? This, in fhort, i 
tc ground of your difpleafure." 

TheTaricheans,and other ftrangers,exhorted me 
to be of good courage ; but the Galileans and Ti- 
berians,on the other hand, were untra&able and out- 
rageous ; fo that it came to a dire A feud between 
them ; the one fide plying me with menaces and hard 
words, the other undertaking for my fecurity and 
protection. When I had promifed to build walls at 
Tiberias, and other cities, they dropped the conteft, 
took my word for the performance, and difperfed ; 
after which unexpe&ed deliverance I returned 
home, attended by my friends, and a guard of 
twenty foldiers. 

But the heads of the fedition, apprehenfive of be- 
ing called to account for what they had done, col- 
lected about 600 foldiers, and came to my abode in 
order to fet it on fire. When I heard of their ap- 
proach, I thought it difiionourable to turn my back, 
and rcfolved to expofe myfelf valiently to the danger 
that threatened me. In order to this I gave orders 
for the doors to be (hut, went into an upper apart- 
ment, and required them to fend aparty to receive 

the money, as the mofteffe<5tual means of appeafin^ 
the tumult. Upon their fending one of the boldel 
of them all, I ordered him to be feized, feverely 
fcourged, one of his hands to be cut off, fufpendecl 
about his neck, and thus turned out to tell his tale 
to thofe that fent him. At this procedure they were 
in no fmall confirmation, from apprehenfion that I 
had a ftrong guard in my houfe, infomuch. that 
rfSk^^hey fcourcd off for fear of being treated in the 
,ai *agera fame manner ; and thus, thrbugh this ftratagem, I 

efcaped a conspiracy formed againft me. 

Notwithftanding this there was ftill fome that irri- 
tated the multitude againft me, and remonftrated, 
that the grandees, who fled to me for refuge, were 
unworthy to live, becaufe they refufed to conform 
themfelves to the rites and cuftoms of thofe with 
whom they lived for the fake of their own fecurity. 
They traduced them with being forcerers, and 
No. 44. 



fldvifwg the Humans to coinc againft them ; fo that 
the multitude were deluded by fitch plaufible pre- Anoth * f 
tcnce.j as were agreeable to their own mcliuationfl* 
Upon information of this, I reprefented to them, 
that it was neither generous or difcreetto pcrfecute 
thofe that fought refuge afiiongft thcrii ; and ridi- 
culed the charge they Jiad brought againft them 
of forcery ; alledging, that the Romans would ne- 
ver be at the expence of maintaining fo many thou- 
fand foldiers, if they could overcome their enemies 
by dint of fpells and witchcraft. 

This,fortheprefent,pacified them; but they were 
foon ftirred up again, through the infinuations of 
fome contentious perfons, againft the grandees; and 
a party of them, armed, went to their reiidence 
at Taricheie, in order to put them to death. When 
I heard this, I collected what men I could, and . 
pofted away to prevent the mifchief ; for the fuffc- 
ranee of fo barbarous an inhumanity would have ren- 
dered me odious to mankind. Upon my arrival, I 
locked the doors of the houfe, and had a trench V 
drawn round it leading to the lake ; fent for a vef- 
fel, embarked with them, and failed to the confines 
of Hippos, where I gave them money to provide 
themfelves with horfes, and then difmifled them, jofeohm 
withearneftadvice tofuftain their misfortunes with *{^*^ 
courage and refolution. I was extremely concerned thegran- 
thatl was compelled to expofe thofe that had fled to 
me to go again into an enemy's country; yet I for refuge. 

thought it more eligible that they fhoukl perifh by 
the hands of the Romans, thanlofe their lives by 
treachery within my jurifdietton. However, they 
efcaped at length, and king Agrippa frankly par- 
doned them : and thus ended thefe commotions. 

The people of Tiberias having offered, by let- 
ter,thcir fervice tokingAgrippa,provided he would TheTibe- 
furnifh them with troops fuHicicnt to protect them, ?«! r 
I went amongft them; and, upon my arrival, they re- fjecsto 

minded me ofmy promife of rebuilding their vyalls, Ag^ppa. 
as I had done thofe ofTaricheze. I immediately 



s the Jj confented, and gave orders for providing ma- 
is the (I terialsand workmen to putitin hand without delay. 



After three day's ftay there, as I was travelling to 
Tarichese, fome thirty furlongs diftant, it happened 
that certain Roman troops, being on their march 
within fight of Tiberias, the inhabitants took them 
to be of Agrippa's party, and fuddenly bur ft into 
acclamations of the king, and moft contemptuous 
reflections upon me. 1 foon received information A , c ready 
from a mefleagcr,jn great haftc. that thepeoplcwcre * olcvo ^ 
upon the very point of revolt ; an event that em- 
barrafled me much ; for the fabbath being now at 
hand, I had difmifled the foldiers from Tarichcse, 
for the more quiet celebration of the feftival. Befidc, 
I feldem kept a guard about me in that place, as I 
had received divers proofs of the good affeciion of 
the people ; fo that having only {even foldiers, and 
fome few friends about me, I found myfelf in great 
perplexity what courfeto take. It would have been 
to no purpofe to recall my troops now the day was 
far fpent, and I could made no ufe at all of the next 
enfuing. Then had I given liberty to the people of 
Taricheae to plunder the city, their number was 
not fufficient for that purpofe. Nor svas there time 
for confideration or delay, as forces were hourly ex- 
pected from the king, who would fitze upon the 
town, and exclude me. Thefe concuringrefle<ftions invention 
induced me to try the effect of a ftratagem. I fet 0 j0 e * u * 
over the gates of the town fome perfonsin whom I 
could confide,withordersto he particularly diligent 
in obferving thofe who wanted to go out, and fum- 
moned the heads of the chief families to come to 
me, every one of whom I enjoined to go on board 
fome veflel, which 1 had provided for that purpofe, 
having alfo procured pilots, and then charged them 
to follow me to Tiberias. This done, I embarked 
with my friends, and the feveu fbldiers, and failed 

for the fame place. 

When the Tiberians perceived their miftake, and 

that no forcescame from the king to their afllftance, 

and law the lake covered with vcllcls, they began ?a25£ f w 

to be apprehenlive for the fafetv of their city, and andqueih 

prefentlychanged their termer opinion. 1 hey threw oll by a 

down their arms, came out 10 meet me wu*> their ftMM s cw - 
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wives ami children, tvitii the utmoft fiibmiflion con- 
gratulated mean my arrival, wifhed mc fucccfiiu 
uiy luidemking.vmd invited m'eiutothcircitv/nna- 
^iiiitig I vv.'is wholly ignorant of their former defign. 
Upon drawing near thcfliorc, I ordered the pilots to 
cart: anchor a little farther off the land, that the 
people might not difcern our vcffcls were empty. 
When I approached them, (being covcyed in a cer- 
tain veiled, ) I upbraided them with their folly, in 
rcliiiquifhing their allegiance without any reasona- 
ble caufc. However, I allured them of forgivenefs 
of what was paft, provided they would fend me ten 
of their ringleaders, with which they complied ; 
and I immediately ordered them away for Tari- 
cherc, there to be kept incuftody. 

Joefphas 

lends she jfy this ftratag-em I gradually got the whole fe- 
of Tibems uate of JTibenas, and many or their principal citi- 
j^^^zens, ito my power, whom I fent to thebeforemen- 

tioned city. The multitude, reflecting upon the 
condition they were in, imputed the whole caufe to 
oneClytus, a hardy, rcfolute adventurer, asadef- 
Adjudges peratc incendiary, and requefted that I would bring 
principa? him to condign punifhment. As 1 could not in 
incendiary, confcicncc put a man of my own tribe to death, and 

of oneiroid yet was under an abfolutc ueceflity of making him 

an example by fome means or other, 1 ordered Levi, 
belonging to my body guards, to cut off one of his 
hands. But the foldicr fearing to execute this or- 
der among Co numerous a multitude, and I, being 
clelirous of veiling his timidity, thus exclaimed : 
44 Since you defervc to lofe both hands, be your 
£i own executioner, left, on rcfufal, you expofe 
cc yourfeif to a feverer pllnifhment.' , Upon his 
earned: petition to fpare one of his arms, I granted 
Lim that boon, when he immediately took a fvvord 
and cut off his own left hand j and this put an end 
to the tumult. 

When the people of Tiberias, after I was gone to 
Tarichea?, perceived the ftratagem 1 had put in ex- 
ecution, they were aftonifhed to think I had termi- 
nated the fedition without effufion of blood. Mat- 
ters being thus quiet, having ordered fome of the 
prifoners to be releafed, amongft whom was Judas, 
and his father Piftus, I invited them to an entertain- 



Lcn":v or 
Jofcphus to 

the prifon- 
ers fic T.v 

richea?. 



bring away all his family* refcttle the Babylonians 
in Uatarica, and t;ikc all pofliblc care to keep the 
people quiet. Philip had no fooncr received his 
orders, than he haftcned to execute his commiflion . 

About this time one Jofcph, the fon of a monu- 0 ^ fe 
tcbank, having, by his infmuations, induced fcvc-fl'»«pi 
ral adventurers, young men, to cfpoufc his intereft, 
made an infurre&ion upon the inhabitants of Ga- 
mala, and thenadvifed them to renounce their alle- 
giance to to the king, and take up arms, as the only 
means of recovering their liberty. Some were com- 
pelled to enter into their meafures, and thole who 
Would notacquiefce wereflain. Chares fell a facri- 
ffce to their fury, as did his kinfman Jefus, with the 
brethren of Juftus of Tiberias, whom we have al- 
ready mentioned. The inhabitants wrote to me Serer^ 
defiring 1 would fend them troops for a garrifon, 
and workmen to build their walls ; with both which 
requerts I immediately complied. 

This procedure was followed by a revolt of the 
country of the Gadlanites, as far as the town of So-Th eC ^ 
lyma, from the king. I built a wall about Sogannis ^jjre. 
and Seleucia, two very ftrong places by fituation, Agnppa, 
and fortified feveral towns in the Upper Galilee, as JjJJj*- 
Jamnia, Amerthya, and Charabc, among the rocky tifefe 
mountains ; and in the Lower Galilee the towns of nl &*> 
Tariche^e, Tiberias, and Sepphoris; together with 
the villages of the Cave of Arbela, Bcrfobc, Se- 
lame, Jotapata, and the mount Itabyr, in which 
places I h ad my magazines of corn and arms. 

This pr olpcrotis courfe of my affairs excited fuch j 0 b». 
envy in the bread of John, the fon of Levi, that he * e e m F£» 
formed a refolution of accomplifliing my deflruc- fcphm.* 1 
tion. To that end, having walled in Gifchala, the 
place of his nativity, he fent his brother. Simon, the 
fon of Gamaliel, at Jerufalem, to rcqueft him to ufe 
his intereft with the fanhedrim to remove me from 
my government, and appoint John as my fucceflbr. 
This Simon was a citizen of the .firft rank, by fe& 
aPharifee. who were fuppofed to excel others in an 
accurate knowledge of the laws of their country. 
He was alfo a man of eminent political talents, and 
admirably adapted to regulate affairs of (late. Add 
to this, he was warmly attached to the intereft of 



ment, and took that opportunity of obferving, that John, and as fanguineiy averfe to me. 



I was not ignorant of the fuperiority of the Roman 
power, though I confefled to have diflembled in that 
inftancc, becaufe of the faction with which I had to 



In confequence, therefore, of this application 
from John, headvifed Ananus, thehigh-prieft, and 
Jefus, the fon of Gamala, with others of the party, 



contend. I endeavoured to bring them to the fame j to flop my progrefsnowl was railing my felf to dig- 



opinion, and induce them in the mean time, to live 
quietly under my adminiftration, as they would 
never find a governor of more lenity than myfelf. 
I reminded Julius of the Galileans cutting off the 
hands of hisbrother before I left Jerufalem, upon a 
pretence of forging fome letters ; and of the Gama- 
lites, upon adifpute they had with the Babylonians 
after Philip's departure, puting his kinfman Chares 
to death ; whereas I had not treated his brother-in- 
law Jefus in that barbarous manner. Having com- 
municated thefe particulars at table, I gave orders 
for Julius, and all his followers, to be fet at liberty 
early the next morning. 

A little before this, Philip the fon of Jacimus, 
went out of the citadel of Gamala upon the follow- 
ing occafion. When Philip was informed that Va- 
rus was put out of his government by king Agrip- 
pa, and Modius Equus, his old friend and com- 
panion, fucceeded him, he wrote him a letter, ac- 
quainting him with every circumftance that had 
befallen him, and requefting him to take care that 
the enclofcd were forwarded to the kingand queen, 
who were then at Berytus. Modius was overjoyed 
to hear of the welfare of his friend, anddifpatched 
the letters according to addrefs. 

As foon as the king perceived thefe letters, and 
Agrtppa found that the report of Philip's putting himfelf at 
Tench for t j ie j leac j 0 f t h c [cwsagainfl: the Romans wasfalfe, 

Philip to, , ^ „ •» i 

:o«rc. ana he tent tor him to court by a party of horfe, and 

ioimurnbie re c e#1 v ) ll K him, on his arrival, with great cordiality, 
omroitTioattold his commanders about him, that that was the 

pcrfon they heard had revolted from the Romans. 

He fent him foon after this with fome troops of 

horfe to the fort of Gamala, with inftrudions to 



nity, nor fuffer me to arrive at the higheft pitch of 
grandeur; it being their common intereft to remove 
me from the government of Galilee. He pointed 
out the neceffity of being expeditious in effe&ing 
fuch a defign, left I fhould gain intelligence of it, 
and invade the city with a numerous army. This 
was the counfel of Simon. But Ananus obferved 
to them, that this was not to be effected fo eafily as 
had been fuggefted ; becaufe many of the high- 
priefts, and heads of the people, could bear witnefs 
to the integrity of my adminiftration ; and obferved 
that it would not apeear reafonable to proceed to a 
judgment upon any man without affigning his 
crime. 

Simon, after hearing this from Ananus, defired 
that the matter might reft, and that what had paf- 
fed between them might not reach the knowledge 
of the people, as he would make it his bufinefs to 
efFe& my removal in another way. Upon this he 
applied himfelf to the brother of John, and pro- 
pofed the diftribution of money and prefents among 
the friends of Ananus, as the mod likely courfe he 
could take for gaining his point. By this method 
Simon compaflcd his end ; for Ananus and his com- 
panions, on receiving thefe bribes, concerted the 
means for depofin^mc fromniv government, with- 
out admitting one citizen to be privy to the matter. 

With this view they concluded it moft expedient Thcn>ffl . 
^o fend intoGalileefbme perfons who were eminent nwoftte 
for their birth, and verfed equally with nie in the c °*j"J^ 
laws. Two of thefe happened to be laics, who geatij* 
were Jonathan and Ananias, and of the feci of the pl ° >C 
Pharifees ; the third was Jozar, defcendedfrom the 
facerdotal line, and alfoa Pharifee ; but the fourth, 
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who was .Simon) was the chief of the priefh* Tlicfc II W| 



four had inftm&ions, when they came before thcaf- 
fembly of the Galileans, to enquire into the cdufc 
of their partiality to mc. If it was faitl, becaufe I 
was born at Jerufalem, it might be anfwered, fo 
were they : if becaufe I wasverfed in the laws, it 
might be anfwered, they were not ignorant of the 
conftitution 6f their country : but if they proceed- 
ed to fay, that they refpedted me for the dignity of 
the priefthood, they fhould reply, that two of their 
members were prietts. 

When Jonathan and his companions had received 
thefe inftructions, they were prefented with 40,000 
drachmae, out of the public money, to defray their 
expences : but hearing after that a certain Galilean, 
named Jefus, was come to Jerufalem with aband of 
fix hundred men, they fent for him, and prefenting 
him with three months pay beforehand, ordered 
him to follow Jonathan and his colleagues, and pay 
obedience to their commands. They moreover gave 
money to the three hundred citizens to defray their 
charges in general. Thefe neceflary preparations 
being made, Jonathan and his afTociates fet for- 
ward, having in their retinue the brother of John, 
and the hundred foldiers, who were ordered by thofe 
that fent them, on condition I voluntarily laid down 
my arms, to take me prifoner, and Tend me to Je- 
rufalem ; J>ut, upon any oppofition, they were to put 
me to death without fcruple, relying entirely on the 
command that had been given them. There were 
letters alfo difpatched away to John to be in readi- 
nefs to make war upon me : and the Sepphorites, 
the Gabareens, and the Tiberians, were command- 
ed to aflilt him with fiipplies. 

Now Jefus, the fon of Gamala, who was attached || " 
to me, and privy to the whole contrivance, lent my 
1 father word, from time to time, of every thing that 
pafled, and from him I received a particular ac- 
count of the whole matter. I was much troubled to 
think of the ingratitude and malicious pradices of 
a fadtion in the city againft me j nor was I lefs af- 
flicted to find the trouble my father was in for ray 
fake, and with what earneunefs he prefled me to 
come over to him, that he might fee me yet once 
again before he departed this life. Hereupon I 
made thefe particulars known to my friends, and 
informed them, that, in three days, I fhould leave the 
country, and vifit the place of my birth. They were 
much concerned at hearing the fame, and entreated 
me, with tears in their eyes, not to leave them, as 
they fhould certainly fall to ruin if they wanted my 
government. But finding all their entreaties inef- 
fectual, the Galileans, apprehending my departure 
would render them more contemptible to the rob- 
bers, fent meflengers throughout the whole pro- 
vince to notify the fame. This giving an alarm, 
brought great numbers of people, together with 
their wives and children, to the plain of Afochis, 



the multitude,! wan melted down to pity and com- vfliiufmf 
paffion, and brought* in the end, to a resolution of ^"/wlcaVc 
running any hazard whatever for their fcrvice. .1 them, 
now commanded them to draw me 5000 men out of 
their whole number, and fitruifli them with arms 
andprovifions for a march, and fentaway the relt to 
their refpedive habitations. As foon as thefe five 
thoufand were ready, I joined them with three 
thoufand more, and advanced with them to the 
town of Ghabolo, on the frontiers of Ptolcmais, 
where I took up my ftation, as if my defign had been 
to fall upon Placidus, whom Ceftius Gallus had fent 
into thofe parts, w}th a troop of horfe and two com- 
panies, to burn all the villages in that quarter. 
Both armies were fcveral times drawn out with a 
defign of coming tQa&ion, but proceeded no far- 
ther than to flight fkirmifhes ; for the more I pre£- 
fed the bringing of it to a combat, the more the 
other declined it ; yet did he not drawofFfirqm the 
neighbourhood of Ptoleraais. 



While matters were in this pbfture, Jonathan; 
with his colleagues, appeared, who had been fent 
from Jerufalem by the fadtion of Simon, and Ana- 
nus, the prieft. At firft th'ey endeavoured to take 
me by ftratagem, not having the refolution to at- 
tack hie openly. To this end they confulted toge- 
ther, and fent me the following letter. 



• * 1 • 

Jonathan, and his colleagues, from the Sanhedrim 

at Jerufalemj to Jofephiis, greeting : 

" Whereas the elders are £ivcn to iinderftand, 
that John of Gifchala hath been engaged in feve- 
" ral perfidious practices againft your perfon, they 
u have fent me, in their names, to give him a fe Vere 
t4 reproof for fo doing, and to require him, for the 
44 future, to pay all refpect and obedience to your 
11 commands. And to the end that we may agree. 
44 upon fome better provifion for the regulation of 
44 things hereafter, we make it our reqtieft thatybii 
c< will come hither to us with all fpeed. As the vil- 
" lage is but fraall, we defire you will riot bring any 
44 confiderable retinue, as there is not convenience 
44 to accommodate a numerous train." 



This letter put me to the paufe ; for it occurred to 
me, that, if I went unguarded, they might feizfe ftiy 
perfbn, and treat me as they pieafed ; and, on the 
other hand, if I was attended with military fbhee, 
it might ferve as a pretext for condemning me aS an 
enemy. The letter was brought me by an officer 
of horfe, an intrepid youth, who had been formerly 
in the king's fervice. The evening was advanced, 
and being regaling with fome friends, and feveral 
Galileans of rank, about me, word was brought me 



™u - t *.t^„ w ;«.u n. ox , . rX II at table, that a Jew horfemen defired to fpeak with 
where I then was, to prevail withmeto ftay ;not fo _ lAvmrv —a^a i„*^a»Xa 



much out of affedfcion to me, perhaps, as their own 
fears and apprehenfions ; for they thought them- 
felves fecure as long as I remained with them. 

That very night I had a furprizing dream : for 
having withdrawn to bed, full of forrow and con- 
fufion from the contents of the letter which I re- 
ceived, it feemed that aperfonftoodbyme, and ad- 
drefled me to this purport: 44 O thou, who art fo 
44 fad, banifh thy forrow, and difcharge thy fears j 
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4t foreftand firm, and remember yoawere told, that 
" youmuft wage war with the Romans." 

Upon waking out of this dream, I arofe with a 
defign to go out into the plain. When the whole 
multitude of the Galileans, men, women, and chil- 
dren, faw me, they caft themfelves proftrate, and, 
with tears and fupplications, befought me not to 
leave them in this extremity, at the mercy of their 
enemies. When they found prayers would not avail, 
theyprefled me withadjurationsnot to forfakethem, 
and that with many a heavy curfe upon the people 
of Jerufalem, that would never let them be quiet. 
No. 44. 



me. Having ordered him to be introduced, he en- 
tered, and, without any deference to the eoriipany, 
delivered me a letter, which he brought, he faicl 
from the Jerufalem deputies, and required an im- 
mediate anfwer, as he was to return without delay. 
Thecompiany were amazed at the confidence of the 
foldier, whom I defired to fit down, and partake of 
the conviviality, keeping the letter in my hand with- 
out opening it. Though he excufed himfelf from 
accepting the invitation, I took care to protradt the 
time, by introducing various fubjedls of difcourfe, 
and pafling now and then out at the door, in com- 
plimentory attendance on fome of my guefts that 
were going to repofe, availed my fclf of that oppor- 
tunity for breaking open the letter, and glancing at 
the contents j then inftantly folding it up, I held it 
ftill in my hand as before, without difcovering that 
I had read it. All the company at length retired, 
but four particular friends, when I prefented the 
foldier with twenty drachmas as a gratuity. From 
the warmth of his acknowledgment, I found that 
money was his objedt ; andrefolving to attack him 
on his weak fide, I promifed, if he would fit down 
and be chearful, for every cup he took he fhould be 
gratified with a drachmae. He caught the bait, and 
becomingfpeedily intoxicatcd,unravclledthe whole 

" a X 3 
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my ft cry of the plot laid to take a way my life. Upon 
this dilcovcry I gave him the following anfwer to 
Vis letter. 

Jofcphus to Jonathan, and his colleagues in cm- 

bafly, greeting : 

ci I rejoice to hear of your health and arrival in 
Anfwer of u Galilee, as 1 can now return to my native coun- 
joftfjiftiistutc try . this beiuo- a fair opportunity for in V deliver- 

41 mg up the care or the public atlminiltration into 
" your hands. I fliould efteem myfelf* happy in at- 
c< tending you at Xallo, or farther, without in vita- 
tion, but am under a neccfllty of remaining 
iQ where lam to watch the motions of Placid us, who 
c< has a defign of breaking into Galilee. I there- 
a fore think it more advifeable, upon receipt of this 
" letter, for you to come hither." Farewell. 

This letter I delivered to the horfeman, and fent 
with him thirty trufty Galileans, with orders to 
compliment the deputies on my part, but to pro- 
ceed no farther. I joined to each of them a foldier 
in whom I could confide, to watch their motions, 
and obferve that they did not combine, or enter 
into any fchemes, againft me with Jonathan and 
liis colleagues. After their departure, the depu- 
ties, finding their firft eflay abortive, fent a letter 
to the following' effect. 



A peremp- 
tory Ami- 
ne* ns to Jo- 
ftphn* to 
a v pear at 

Gabara. 



Jonathan and colleagues to Jofephus greeting : 

" This is to require you to appear within three 
c& days before us at the village of Gabara, without 

" an y guard, to make good the charges you have 
cc exhibited againft John of Gifchala/' 



When they had written this letter, and fainted 
the Galileans whom I fent, they went to Japha, one 
of the ftrongeft and mod populous villages of Ga- 
lilee. Upon their approach, the inhabitants, with 

The eo ie t ^ c ^ r vvlves anc * children, went out to meet them, 
one ind ail and, with uplifted voices, called upon them to de- 
f V a° fc " P art > nor interrupt their tranquility ; for they would 
s# own no other governor than Jofephus. The depu- 
ties, after this difappointment here, withdrew to 
- Sepphoris, the largeft city of all Galilee. The in- 
habitants of this place, being in the Roman inter- 
. eft, went out to meet them ; but faid not a word 
either in my commendation or difpraife. From 
thence they proceeded to Afochis, where they met 
with the Tame reception as they had done at Japha. 
This contemptuous treatment rendered them fo 
outrageous, that they ordered their foldiers to quiet 
the clamours of the multitude with clubs and cud- 
gels. Upon their coming to Gabara, John met 
them with a body of 3000 men ; from which ftep 
plainly perceiving their refolution was to give me 
battle, I left Chabolo with my 3000 men, and hav- 
ing fet one of my truftieft friends to guard my 
camp, withdrew to Jotapata, being unwilling to 
be above forty furlongs from them, whence I wrote 
the deputies the following letter : 

cc If you find it abfolutely neceflary for me to 
ic come to you, there are four hundred andfortyci- 
u ties and villages in Galilee, and I will come to any 
c< one of them you plcafe, Gabara and Gifchala 
< c excepted j one of them being the place of John's 
ic nativity, and the other of his alliance. u 

rhe <ic a- THe deputies,havingreceived this letter,returned 
te*pit>tihciio anfwer ; but convening a council of their friends, 
fJS^toJi among whom was John, advifed in what manner 

they fliould attack me. John was for fending cir- 
cular letters to all the cities, towns, and villages of 
Galilee, upou a prefumption that there was one or 
more in every place inimical to me, who might be 
fuborned to join in an information againft me as a 
public enemy. ' He obferveel further, that nothing 
more need be done towards gaining the citizens of 
Jerufalem over to the opinion of my being a mor- 
tal enemy to the Galileans, than to fend them thefe 
atteftations well certified, which would certainly 
invalidate my credit with that people. The coun- 

fclof John met with general approbation. 



Jofephus 
writes to 
:he deputl 
is again. 



Notwirhfiandiitg this cautionary proceeding ' 
heard every particular that pa {fed by means of one 

Sacchscus, who brought me an account about the 
third hour of the night. 1 found now J had no' v5 :^co 
time to lofe, lb that 1 immediately callcdonc Jacob, imim 
(a brave man attached to me,) and fent bin) away 
with loo men upon the fcout betwixt Galilee and 
Gabara, with inftru&ions to apprehend what paf-Ufcithe 
fengers he thought fit, and fend them to me in cul-^^ 
tody, efpecially if they had any letters about them. 
At the fame time I difpatched Jercmias, one of my 
friends, with 600 fohliers, another way, to watch the 
paflesfrorn Jerufaleminto Galilee, exprefsly charg- 
ing them tofeize all who carried letters about them, 
commit the parties to prifon, and fend me their 
papers. I fent abroad my mandates alfo throughout s«*mo M 
the whole province of Galilee, requiring all per- WaSf 
fons to attend me at Gabara the next morning, with 
their arms and three days provifions. Having di- arm* 
vided the foldiers I had with me into four parts, I 
fele&ed the raoft trufty, and commanded them tobe 
near my perfon ; and fet centurions over them, to 
watch that no unknown foldier got amongft their 
number. Coming to Gabara next day, I found the gpodii. 
whole plain before the town covered with armed VWB ' 
troops, thatcame'out of Galilee to my a flifta nee, be- 
fidesa confufed multitude of country people. Upon 
my attempting to addrefs them, I was interrupted 
with their acclamations, pronouncing me the bene- 
factor and preferver of the country. I made them 
due acknowledgments for this token of their affec- 
tion, advifed them to offer no hoftilities either in- 
dividually or colle&ively, but to fix their tents in 
the fields, and be fatisfied with their prefent pay, as 
it was my intention to put a period to the commo- 
tion without bloodfhed. That very day the mcf- 
fenger lent by Jonathan with his letters happened to 
fall into the hands of the Icouts I had planted in the ^JJ* 
r.oads, whom, according to orders, they ftrictly the &a. 
confined, and fent me the letters, which I found, m0M ' 
upon perufal, to abound with invectives againft 
myfelf. I determined therefore, I without taking 
the leaft notice of the matter, to be as expeditions 
as poflible in falling upon them . 

■ 

When Jonathan and his colleagues heard of my 
arrival, they collected all their forces, and with- 
drew with John into the houfe of Jefus, which was 
alarge tower, built in the manner of a citadel. As 
foon as their men had entered this place, they 
faftened all the doors except one, which they left 
open for me, waiting for my coming to pay them 

my compliments, now I was upon my journey. Be- 

fides,they gave orders to theirfoldiers tol et me enter 
by myfelf as foon as I appeared, but refufe ad- 
mittance to the reft of my followers. Thus they Adcfig> 
imagined they fliould eafily get me into their power; u P 0D i^ 
butleffe&ually difappointed the hopes they enter- 
tained ; for having had fome apprehenlions before- 
hand of their defign againft me, as foon as I ar- 
rived at the place, I retired to a lodging over again ft 
them, and pretended to betake myfelf to reft. 
The deputies, fuppofing me much fatigued, went 
into the plain to tamper with the multitude, and 
poffefs them with hatred and envy againft me and 
my adminiftration. But matters proved otherwifej 
for no fooner had the Galileans got fight of them, 
than they fell upon them with clamours and re- 
proaches, calling out that I had aiSed the part of a n *$& 
faithful governor, and thereby attached them to my their*, 
intereft by the firmeft and inoft indiffbluble ties. 
At the fame time they upbraided the deputies with pfaai. 
coming, without their havingoffered them the leaft 
injury, to give a deftructive blow to the affairs of 
their country ; and advifed them to return, as all 
their efforts would prove abortive. 

Upon this encouragement I appeared, and pre- 
fent ed myfelf to hear what Jonathan and his col- 
leagues had to alledgc againft me. When I came 
publicly amongft them, the whole multitude re- Rc cei« 
ceived me with loud acclamations, and applauded h "? 
my upright and generous conduct. The deputies, "piiaufc. 
hearing this, were extremely apprehenfivcleft they 
fliould be expofed to the defigns of the Galileans, 
the confequences of which might in my favour be 

fatal to them; they therefore bethought themfelves 
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);.->. v y ihmild retire* But finding themfelves oh- 
ji 1 11* £ ful in th/ir intention, (for J required them to 
jj.iy,) 1 luy expreffed aftonifhmcnt at my words, ami, 
with dcjcited countenances, could not keep their 
cya, from the earth. 1 thcndclired the multitude 
to ceafe their acclamations, and ftrictly charged 
the feidiers to he very careful in guarding the par- 
ies, to prevent John from making an unexpected 
fally upon me ; advifingthc Galileans, at the fame 
time, to be ready with their arms for fear of an ir- 
ruption of the enemy, which might put them into 
diforder, and difhearteu them; 1 reminded the de- 
puties of a letter they had fent me, pretending a 
commiffion from Jerufalem to hear and determine 
on certain matters in controverfy betwixt John and 
myfclf, producing the letter at the fame time in 
proof of my fuggeftion. 1 obferved that, u admit- 



aJdrcfl" ting Jonathan and his colleagues had a juft pretence 
J^aScsfor calling me to account for my conduct, as gover- 
nor of the province, they muft pronounce me inno- 
cent upon the evident teftimony of two or three 
witnefles of unqueftionable probity in my juftifica- 
11011." I further appealed not only to two or three 
competent vouchers, but to every one prefent, if I 
had not behaved myfelf,both in a public and private 
capacity, as became a man of integrity and honour ; 
and called upon the people of Galilee, in the moft 
ippealito folemn manner, to fpeak the truth, and the whole 
tfcaaiu- truth, as if they were fworn evidences in the caufe, 

and thofe men, who called themfelves deputies 
from the faubedrim, were really the judges. 

1 had fcarcely uttered thefe words, when themiil- 
ndrtefti. titude, with one voice, pronounced me their bene- 
fficr!"facT:orand preferver. They teftified for my paft 

condudt, and entreated me topurfue the fame mea- 
fures in future; affirming, with an oath, that the 
chaftity of their.wives had been inviolably preferved 
and none of them expofed to any injurious or violent 
treatment through my means* 1 then read openly 
to the Galileans Jonathan's two intercepted letters, 

that were brought me by my fcouts. Thefe were 
replete with falihood and invedtive, as if I had 
a<5ted like a tyrant inftead of governor over my 
people, 1 was not, 1 told them, willing to let my 
enemies know that 1 had their meffengers in custo- 
dy, left it fliould hinder their fending that way 
another time ; fo that I pretended they were brought 
overto me voluntarily by the meflengers themfelves 
liepcopic The multitude, on hearing thefe things, were fo 
mda exafperated at Jonathan and his colleagues, that 
pre. they would have fallen facrifices to their fury, had 
tpL> I not interpofed and reftrained them. I gave them, 

however, their liberty, on condition of their repent- 
ing, and returning home to thofe who fent them, 
and acquainting them with the real truth of my 
adminiftration. I then difmifled them, though I 
perfectly knew they would never fulfil their pro- 
mife. But the multitude continued "extremely 
enraged, and entreated me to permit them to pu- 
Yiifh them as their crimes defer ved. I ftill delired 
them to refrain, being perfuaded that the leaft 
fedition would be prejudicial to the common good* 
All I could do could not appeafe their rage, till at 
length they befet the houfe where Jonathan and 
his colleagues reforted. 

When I found my utmoft efforts would not re- 
train them, I took horfe, and ordered them to fol- 
low me to Segane, a village of Arabia, about forty 
furlongsdiftantfromGabarajandby this ftratagem 
I obviated the imputation of being the author of a 
civil war. Being advanced within a little of the 
j 0 f epha , place, 1 ordered my troops to halt, and, after a few 
fcndj co'ta. words of neccflary precaution, not to be intem- 

S^ccur" P erate anc * vindictive, 1 fele&ed an hundred men, of 
K with a years and experience, and ordered them to make 
agSSft^ ready to goto Jerufalem, with a complaint againft 



« 

Samaria, to grant my commiflioncn a fail and free 
paffagc through their country; for the city wa.s at 
iliat time under the RomaujurifdicYion ; and it was 
nccclfury for thole who were dciirous of making a 
fpeedy journey to Jerufalem topalithut way, fo that 
they arrived in three days. J conducted them my- 
fclf to the frontiers of Galilee, having fet fcouts on 
the road to prevent a report being fpread of their 
departure. After this I made a Hiortifcay at Japha. 

Jonathan and his colleagues, finding themfelves 
wholly disappointed in thedefigns they had formed 
again it me, fent John back to Gifchala, and went 
themfelves to the city of Tiberias, in hopes of re- tTcoU 
ducingit to obedience; as Jefus, the chief iiiagir- jj^J*"^ 
trate there, had, in a letter, promifed them to bring reXccTi? 
the people over to their intereft. But Silas, my beria,; 
lieutenant, fent me word; from time to time, of 
every proceeding, and prefled iric with the utmoft 
expedition, rb repair thither; I complied with his 
felicitation j but, on ray arrival, had nearly loft 
my life, from the following caufe. 

The colleagues, having formed adefperate fac- 
tion againft me in Tiberias, were not at little ftartled 
Upon my coming thither; but paid me the compli- The col. 
iheht, however, of a vifit, congratulating me on the j££ e pto- 
reputation 1 had acquired by the integ * 

conducl iri the adminiftration of Gallic # fcvw 

without afluming to themfelves fome (hare in the Wm 
honour of it, bothasbeing their fellow-citizen, and 
difciple. They profeffed a much greater kindnefs 
forme than John, and affuredme with fuch deadly 
imprecations of their refolution to deliver him into 
my hands, as to obviate every degree of fufpicion, 
and obtain my entire confidence. They then de- 
fired me to draw offto fome other place^fuggefting^ 
to countenance the matter, that thefabbath ap- 
proached, and it was highly indecent to occa/iou 
theleaft tumult on that day. 

* * * • 

Upon this pretence I repaired to Tarichaia, not 
fufpeciing any thing J but yet, for the fake of fecu- 
rity, 1 planted my fpies and informers up and down 
the road, to obferve and report to me what was faid 
dtrid done concerning me.' On the day follow in «• 



ons to 
tray 



the people met together on the grofencha, or bra- X meeting 
tory, a place of public worftiip, capable of contain- *h« ora- 
ing a vaft multitude. When Jonathan entered, he E^iJt 
had not the affurance to make an open declaration, Jofc&hn*. 
but merely hinted that their city ftood in need of .a 
better governor. Jefus, the chief magiftrate, find- 
ing this, pulled off the malk, and openly declared, 
that " it was infinitely better for them to have four 



rulers than one, efpecially if they were men of 
" honourable extraction and known prudence, as 
" thofe were j" pointing to Jonathan and, his col- 
leagues, who ftood by. Juftus approved what Jefus 
had faid, and brought feveral over to his opinion; 
But the main body of the people could not Be in- 
duced to favour the proceedings, and a fedition had 
unqueftionably arifeh; had they not thought pro- 
per to break up the affembly ; for the fixtli hour 
was come, and it is the cuftom of our nation to dine 
before the fabbath begins. The deputies there- The debate 
fore put off thedebate till the day following, with- adjournt " a - 
out coming to any prefent ifTueT 

Having intelligence of every thing that was trail- 
felted, 1 refolved to go to Tiberias in the morning, 
and, upon my arrival, found the people aflembled 
together in the oratory, without underftanding the 
intention of their meeting. The colleagues fo little 
fufpedted to fee me there, that they appeared in a 
kind of confufion. At length they meditated the * ftr 5*"L- 

%• <i » - « , J « t m ^ gemot the 

divulging ot a report that a body of Roman horfe deputies, 
was feenupon the confines, at fome diftance, about 
thirty furlongs from thecity, ataplace called Ho- 
monca. They then proceeded to reprefent to the 
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over^in charge, if they found the Sanhedrim dif- 
pofed in my favour, to folicit a new commiffion for 
my continuance in the command of Galilee, and the 
removal of Jonathan and his colleagues. With 
thefe inftru&ions I difpatched them away, on the 
third day after this meeting, with a guard of five 
hundred armed men. I wrote alfo to my friends in 



in the country : but this was deligncil to draw me 
out of the city, under pretence of lending them mv 
a diftance, and in the mean time give them an op- 
portunity of making the citizens my enemies. 

Though I w ell knew their dclign, yet, that I might 
not appear lefs anxious fov their ieenriry than I 
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ought to be, I marched out of the city* But finding 
at the place not the Icalt foot-ftcp of an enemy, 1 
haitciicd hack to the city, where thefenate and peo- 
ple were aflembled together, and the deputies were 
laying before them a longaccufation againft me, as 
cotimcrfcitinatteiitivc to the duties of my ftation,and addi&cd 
tlcci ?t0 'U) wanton pleafurcs. They then produced four let- 
ters, pretended to have been written them from 
thofe who dwelt on the frontiers of Galilee, en- 
treating them, through a pretence that a body of 
Roman troops would be with them in three days to 
ravage theircountry, tohaften their arrival amonglt 
them as much as poflible, and not defer the time. 
The credulous Tibcrians admitted the whole ftory 
as current, and unanimoufly exclaimed, that ii was 
now high time to fend a feafonable relief to their 
'allies. As 1 knew the drift of the colleagues, I an- 
fwered, I would readily obey their orders, and pro- 
mifed, without helitation, to go and carry on the 
war in their defence. But as it appeared, from the 
letters, that the Romans had made their irruptions 
into four feveral places, I perfuaded them that there 
was a neceffity to make a divifion of the army into 
fo many parts, and put the four deputies at the head 
of them, as it was the duty of good patriots and va- 
liant men to ferve their country in their perfons, as 
well as with their condudl and counfel ; at the fame 
time I pointed out to them the impoffibility of my 
being at the head of any more than one party. This 
advice was approved by the multitude, who obliged 
the deputies to take a fiiare in the expedition ; 
though they were greatly chagrined when they 
found their defigns fruftrated by the ftratagem I 
ufed to difconcert their meafures. 

But one of them named Ananias, a feditious tur- 
bulent man, perfuaded the multitude to have a faft 
The hvpo- kept the next day by all the people, and ordered 

Ananias* them to come without arms, which, he obferved, 
one of the would avail nothing, unlefs favoured by the aflift- 
dcpmici. anceo f t j je Almighty. This proceeded from no re- 
ligious motive ; and was, in reality, defigned to 
difarm me and my party. I was, however, under 
a neceffity of complying with the propofal, as I 
would not feem averfe to fo pious an admonition ; 
in confequence of which every one withdrew to 
his own habitation. 

The colleagues wrote in allhafte to John to come 
a plot to early the next morning with all the force he could 
cdby C the C " make j for if they could but get me into their 
depute, hands, the bnfinefs was done. John, receiving the 

letter, refolved to obey the fummons. The follow- 
ing day I ordered two of the moft refolute and faith- 
fui of my guards to conceal their daggers under 
their garments, and attend me, in order to refift 
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any violence that might be offered me. I put on a 
breaft-plate, and girt on my fword, as fecretly as I 
could, and in that manner went to theprofencha. 

Jefus,however,refnfed to admit all myattendants, 
and only fuffered me to enter with fome particular 
friends. As we were juft on the point of entering 
upon our devotions, Jefus began to difcourfe on the 
rich furniture, and the mafs of filver, that were 
taken upon the firing of the royal palace, and afked 
where it was to be found, and who had it in po£ 
feffion ? This was done to fpin out the time, till 
John might come up with his army. I anfwercd in 
brief, that it was all depofited in the hands of Ca- 
pellus, and ten of the principal citizens of Tibe- 
rias, to whom I referred them for the truth of my 
declarations. They then enquired what I had done 
with the twenty pieces of gold ? I told them I had 
given them to the en voys I had fent to Jerufalem to 
defray the expences of their journey, The col- 
leagues replied, I was highly culpable in paying my 
particular agents out of the public treafure. 

Thefe proceedings exafperated the multitude, 
who plainly obferved their malice againft me ; and 
I, defirous of irritating them more, if poffible, a- 
gainft the colleagues, added, that, " if I was Cul- 
pable in gratifying my meffengers out of the pub- 
lic ftocki I would willingly refund the whole fum." 
The fairer matters appeared on my fide, the more 
putl-agcous were the multitude, when they per- 



ceived the whole ftory founded upon envy and ca- 
lumny. This fell out fo contrary to expectation, 
thitt Jcfiift ordered all hut the fenators to depart, 
obferving, that the bufinefs could not be tranfa&ed 
amidft the clamour of a multitude. The people ex- 
claimed, on the other fide, that they were deter- 
mined not to fuffer me to remain without them. 
Upon this a mcflcnger whifpered Jonathan, that 
John would be withhim immediately, with his par- 
ty ; fo that, upon this encouragement, he broke 
out into thefe words : u Imagine not, citizens of 
c< Tiberias, that I would have Jofephus punifhed 
" for the undue appropriation of the gold, but for 
u impofing on a credulous multitude, in the tyran- 
" nical affectation and exercife of an arbitrary pow- 
" er." At that word certain bravoes, that were in 
the plot, fet upon me, and had undoubtedly de- 
ft royed me, if my particular friends had not iuune- Heii f et 
diately drawn, and kept them off 5 the common "m*ai 
people at the fame time threatening to ftone John ; refccci 
fo that, betwixt them both, I was refcued out of the 
hands of my enemies. Upon my withdrawing to 
make my elcape, I met John upon the way, with his 
troops, upon their march to the afliftance of Jona- 
than. This put me upon fome apprehenfion of dan- 
ger ; but I found means to evade them, and reach Efa^ 
the lake, where having the good fortune to find a T «ich* 
veflel, I embarked and pafsed over toTarichese; 
a deliverance beyond all expedition. 

The firft thing, after my arrival, was to fummon 
the chief men of the province, and relate to them 
the barbarous treatment I had received from Jona- 
than and the Tiberians, contrary to common faith, 
humanity, andjuftice. Thisfo incenfed the Gali- 
leans,that they infifted on an immediate declaration 
of war againft John and his colleagues, in order to 
extirpate fuch monfters of iniquity. I endeavour- 
ed, by fair means, to reftrain their impetuofity ,ad- 
vifing them, for the prefent, to wait till we had 
an anfwer from the deputies we fent to Jerufalem ; 
for there was no resolution to be taken without 
their approbation • With thefe words they were 

pacified; and John, when he found his defign in- 
effectual, went back to Gifchala. 

_ Not many days after this the deputies brought The dp 
word from Jerufalem, that the government there 
was much offended with Ananus, and Simon, the fcien! 
fbn of Gamaliel, for prefuming, without any pub- 
lic authority, to fend their agents to remove me 
from my government of Galilee ; and that the peo- 
ple were fo incenfed at this proceeding, that they 
were ready to fet fire to the houfes. They brought 
letters alio, by which the head men of Jerufalem, 
with the confent of the people, confirmed me in my 
government ; and commanded John, and his affb- 
ciates, inftantly to depart the place. 

Upon the receipt of thefe letters I went to Ar- Anaircffl . 
bela, where the Galileans being aflembled, the de- biy at Ar. 
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how henioufly they took the bafe a&ions of Jona- 
than and his colleagues,and how they confirmed me 
by their decree, in the government of the country, 
with a command to the pretended deputies to quit 
theirpretences. I took care to fend them the let- 
ters by a meflenger, to whom I gave orders to be 
very ftridfc in obferving their defign. Upon the re- 
ceipt of the letters, they were put into the utmoffc 
confufion, and fent for John, and the leading men of CoQnfc | ft 
Tiberias and Gabara, to confult about the prefent johnaad 
ftate of affairs, and advife what meafures it was ex- ot ^ji 
pedient to purfue. The Tiberians were for their Uphw. 
keeping the power ftill in their own hands, and not 
abandoning a people that had delivered themfelvcs 
up to their prote&ion ; efpecially againft an enemy 
that had threatened them with an in vafion, as they 
falfely and malicioufly reprefented I had done. 

John not only gave into this opinion, but advifed 
thefendingtwoof their body to Jerufalem, with a 
charge of mal-adminiflration againft me, which, he 
faid, betwiwt the credit of the accufers, and the va- 
riable humour of the common people, could not 
fail of making an impreffion. The counfel of John 
being approved, they fent Jonathan and Ananias to 
Jerufalem upon thecommiffion, with a guard of an 
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hundred foldicra to attend their pcrfons, the other 

two rtaying behind at Tiberias* The inhabitants 
of that place immediately fet about repairing 
their walls, betook thcmfelvcs to their arms, and 
fent for John's troops, that were then at Gifchala 
in a confidcrnblc body, to be within diftance of 
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affiftmg them againft: me, if there fhould be any 
occafion. 

♦ 

Jonathan and his people being now upon their 



owners. Hereupon I ordered the whole booty to 
be produced before mc ; but beingdilatorily obeyed 
audobferving one of my men with a garment more 
fplcmlid than ordinary, I enquired whence he had 
it, and being told out of the plunder of Tiberias, 1 
commanded him to be fcvctely Icourgcd, with a 
menace of greater rigour upon any man that fhould 
after wardsprefumc to withhold any part of what he 
had taken. By this means abundance of things 
were brought to me, which were reftored to the 
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march, anil ad vanced as far as Dabaritta, a village Tiberians according to their refnecVive claims 
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upon the borders of Galilee^ fell about midnight 
into a party of my but-guards, who tookaway their 
arms, and kept them prifoners according to order. 
Levi, who commanded the party, gave me notice of 
the encounter ; and two days after, as if I had been 
ignorant of what had happened, I fent a mefTenger 
to the Tiberians, to advife them to lay down their 
arms. But they returned at very fcurrilous anfwer, 
fuppofing that Jonathan and hisparty were by that 
time arrived at Terufaleni; I was refolvednotwith- 
(landing, to requite them by means of one ftrata- 
gem or another ; though I could not be perfuaded to 
.make war againft my own fellow-citizens: In or- 
der to inveigle them out of the towxij I took io,ooo 
of my choiceft troops, ahd divided them into three 
bodies. Part of them I planted privately in Dora, 
and a thoufand of them in another village, upon the 
mountains, four furlongs from Tiberias, with or- 
ders to be ready upon the firft fignal to make a (ally. 
I came out of the village myfelf and encamped on 
an open plain within fight of the Tiberians, who 
made towards me, and treated me with reproachful 
language : nay, they proceeded fo far in their folly 
and infolence, as to provide a mock funeral for me ; 
and, with fantaftical pomp, expofed my image in 
the field, furrounded by mourners. But I only made 
this farce the fubjeel: of my mirth and diverlion. 

JofyhtH Beingdefirous to intercept Simon and Joazar by a 
^ „ ftratasem,IfentamelTen2:ertothem,clefiringtheiTi 
fijohii to come a little way out or the city, conducted by 

their friends, as I was ready, upon meetingthem,to 
enter into an alliance, and divide the government of 
Galilee with them, joazar, who was crafty and fu- 
fpicious, kept himfelf at a diftance ; but Simon, 
lured by the profpect of advantage came over to 
me, attended by his guards and friends. I received 
him with becoming refpeft for the honours he had 
done me ; but prefently taking himafide, through a 
pretence of fpeaking with him apart, and thinking 
I had conveyed him far enough, I gave him up to 
my friends to carry him to the next village, and then 
giving the lignal for my men to come forth, marched 
with them inftantly to befiege Tiberias. A fliarp 
encounter followed, and the Tiberians were almoft 
in pofleffion of the vidtory till obferving my men 
inclined to retreat, I roufed their courage, when 
they rallied, and with extreme difficulty and hazard 
purfued the enemy to theirvery gates. Otherforces 
paffing the lake at this juncture to my relief, I or- 
dered them to fet fire to the firft houie they could 
feize upon. The Tiberians feeing this, and ima- 
SSro' £ m,n £ t^tlr city ftormed, threw clown their arms, 
wUeamiaiid, with their wives and children, caft themfelves 
%rhe. at ltl y f eet Jmploring me to fpare the place of their 

nativity. Prevailed upon by their entreaties, I re- 
ftrained the fury of my foldiers, and, as night was 
drawing on, returned with my men from the Ot ge, 
and refrelhed myfelf. I fent for Simon to regale 
with me, and gave him the comfortable afliirance 
of fending him fafe back to Jerufalem, with all 
neceflaries and conveniencies for his journey. 

Jofcphm The next day I marched into Tiberias, with an 
Smarmy of 10,000 men; and fummoning the principal 
j«?«fon* citizens into the circus, enjoined them to tell me who 
oXfe" were the ringleaders of the revolt. Upon their in- 
T0,t< formation, I fent them all prifoners tojotapata, ex- 
cept Jonathan and his colleagues, whom I fet at 
liberty, with a guard of 500 foldiers to conduit 
them to Jerufalem, and an alio wanceforthe expence 
of their journey. The Tiberians came again before 
me, and entreated pardon for what they had done, 
promifing to make ample amends by their future 
fidelity, and requefting that the pillage, which the 
foldiers had taken, might be reftored to the right 
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I cannot pafs over this fubjecT: without taking 
notice of fome palpable falfitics impofed upon the 
world, and tranfmitted topoftefity hf Jufttis, and 
certain other writers, whohave treated of thisargu- 
ment, and, through partiality oh the one hand, and 
prejudice oh the other, mifreprcfented fa&s, and 
thereby perverted the grand end ofhiftory. This 
clafs of men may juftly be compared to thofe who 
produce forged inftruments or writings concerning 
conveyances of property, but, becaufe they are not 
liable to the fame punifhment as others, difregard 
and defpife truth. Jiiftus,upon this principle, took 
upon him to write of thefe tranfactions in the war 
of which I bore a part, and has feigned fcver^al 
ftories of mc, and introduced manv particulars of 
his own country, which are not founded on the 
bafis of truth. I therefore think I am bound to 
defend myfelf againft his falfe aflertions, and (hall 
take the freedom to introduce fome things which I 
have not difclofed before ; becaufe I hold it as an 
invariable principle, that whoever undertakes to 
write hiftory, fhould not advance any fubjedt with- 
out conviction of its authenticity ; though, ^t the 
fame time he is bound to obferve the law of can- 
dour and moderation. Thus, then, I expoftwlate 
with Juftus, as if he were prefent. 

" Say, Juftus* thou that art the grcateft pre- *ZFrfjt 
" tender of all men living to the good faith of a fephuswitti 
" candid author, how was it polfiblefor me and the a *" 
44 Galileans to be the canfe of the revolt of thy 
countrymen from their prince, and from the Ro- 
u man empire, when you yourfelf, and your Tibe- 
44 rians,had already made war upon the Decapoli- 
44 tans in Syria, and burnt their villages ? By the 
44 token that oue of yourfervants fell in the action, 
" and all this before ever I receivedmy commiflion 
44 from Jerufalem for the government of Galilee ? 
44 I do not deliver this barely upon my own credit, 
" but refer the reader for his better fatisfaction, to 
u the memorials and records of the emperor Vefpa- 
<c fian : wherein it will appear, that, while he was 
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themjuftke upon you, as the principal promoter 
c of all their troubles ; which he had undoubtedly 
4 done, if king Agrippa, to whojn the care of the 
execution was committed, had not given you 
your life, upon the mediation of his lifter Bere- 
nice : and this pardon did not yet hinder you 
from being ftill kept in a prifon for a long time 
" after. Betides, the whole courfeof your life was 
tc ununiform, as may be feen from your following 
" practices ; for I lliall make it as clear as the fun, 
tc that it was upon your tampering and inftigation, 
" that your people broke out into a rebellion a- 
<c gainft the Romans. I muft now give the reader 
u to tmderftand, that" neither you yourfelf, nor 
" the reft of the Tiberians, were ever faithful, 
" either to your king, or to the emperor. 

u The faireft cities of Galilee are Sepphoris 
u and Tiberias ; the latter the place of your birth, 
tC Juftus; the former feated in the middle of th 
<c province, with feveral villages depending upon 
44 it ; and the people fo true to their matters, that 
44 they did not only refufe me entrance into the 
44 place, but, by a public edict, prohibited ail their 
44 citizens from bearing arms for the Jews. And 
u for their bet ter fecurity, they. lured me into apro- 
44 mife to wall their town ; which I had no fooner 
14 done, than they turned ine off with contempt ; 
44 fubmiting alfo, at the fame time, without any dif- 
44 ficulty, to a Roman garrifon,underCeftiusGallus, 
44 who was then governor of Svria ; and this at a 
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44 fcafon too, when I held the whole neighbourhood j( 44 nevcrrcad Vefpafian, for there are fcvcrJ cafes 
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Nay, fo tender were they of giving the 



wheriu you point blank contradict him : but it 



dour for a fufpiciou of their breaking faith I 44 you are really fo vain as to fancy to vourfelf that 
ie Romans, that, when the temple of Jeru- J 44 you have, in this relation, out-done all mankind, 
>vas befieged, and the common caufe and 44 how came it that we were not bleUed with the 



44 falem was befieged, and the common caufe and 
44 intcreft of our nation at ftakc upon that atftion, 
44 they would not fo much as contribute in any fort 
44 to their relief. But, Juftus, confidering the fitu- 
44 ation of your country, as it (lands upon the bor- 
44 der of the lake of Gennefareth, fome thirty fur- 
" longs from Hippos, fixty fom Gadara, and an 
44 hundred and twenty from Scythopolis, (places 
44 under the king's allegiance, and none of the Jews 
44 garrifons thereabouts j befides, that they wanted 
44 neither men or arms;) what fliould hinder you 
44 now, with all thefe advantages on your fide, from 
44 difchargingyour duty to the Romans, if you had 
44 a mind ? Or, fuppofing the matter to be as you 
44 fay, and that, in truth, I was at that timein(bme 
44 meafure the caufe of the war, who was to blame 
44 afterward ? You know very well that the Ro- 
44 mans had got me into their power before thefiege 
44 was laid to Jerufalem, Jo tapata and divers other 
44 caftles taken by affauit, and great numbers of the 
44 Galileans cut off fromfevcral encounters. Now 
4f if it be true as you fuggeft, that the war wasal- 
/ u together againft your will, and that you were 
44 driven upon it by force, how came i.t to pafs that 
44 you did not lay down your arms, and caft your- 
" felf at the feet of your prince, and of the Romans, 
44 when that pretended neceflfity was over ? for you 
44 were now out of danger of any hurt that I could 
44 do you. But you were ftill difpofed to ftand it 
44 out, till Vefpalian was advanced with his army 
44 up to your very wails ; and it was then high time 
44 for you to call for quarter, when you f ound your- 
44 felf certainly ruined without it. That fubmiffion 
44 wouldnothaveferved your turn neither, without 
ct the interceflion of the king to Vefpafian in your 
behalf j for the city had been razed to the very 
44 ground, if he had not obtained the emperor's par- 
44 don for your madnefs and folly : fo that your 
44 enmity to the Romans Avas purely out of the ma- 
44 lice of your own heart, without any fault of mine. 

How many times have I protected you, and had 
44 you at mercy, without fpilling fo much as one 
drop of your blood ? whereas it is notorioufly 
44 known, that in the rage of yourinteftine broils, 
44 not in the king's caufe, nor in the Romans, but 
44 out of a fpirit of animofity and rancour one againft 
"another, you put to death nolefs than an hundred 
44 and eighty-five citizens at a time, when I was 
44 blocked up in Jotapata. And were there not 
44 two thoufand Tiberians killed and taken at Je- 
44 rufalem ? Were you no enemy becaufe you were 
4< at that time with the king ? not out of love or 
44 duty, but becaufe I frighted you thither. If you 
44 will have me to be an ill man, what was Juftus 
4C then J A wretch that Vefpafian pronounced fen- 
44 tence of death upon, .though the execution of it 
44 was afterwards remitted by king- Agrippa : twice 
44 a prifoner,as often an exile: once redeemed from 
44 the very gibbet, upon the mediation of Berenice, 
44 the emperor's lifter ; and finally, after all this, fo 
44 falfetothe truft of a fecretary, which he had the 
44 honour to have conferred upon him, that his 
44 mailer banUhed him his court and his prefence 
44 for ever £ Rut, Juftus, without tracing your mif- 
44 demeanours, I cannot fufficiently admire the ar- 
44 rogance of your fetting up for the moft perfect 
44 and exa<5t hiftorian of this war, to the difparage- 
44 ment of all others, when effectually you are but 
44 a mere ftranger to the whole matter,even to what 
44 has palled in Galilee itfelf ; for in the time of that 
44 action you were with the king at Berytus. And 
44 as for the liege of Jotapata, how was it poflible 
44 for you to make any report of my behaviour in 
44 that adventure, when there was not one man left 
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44 fight of this admirable piece, while Vefpafian or 
44 Titus, tlie generals thenifelv.es were yet living i 
44 or in the days of Agrippa and his relations, 
44 who were all great mafters and critics in the 
44 Greek tongue ? Why was this hiftory of yours 
44 kept fo long in the dark, (for it has been now 
44 finiihed a matter of twenty years,) when you 
might have had fo many living eye-witnefles of 
44 the fadfc, to vouch for the good faith and credit 
44 of the work ? Why was it fupprefled thus 
44 long, and now publifhed at la(l I but that 
44 you durft not ftand the teft and cenfure of 
" the world, while fo many people were yet alive 
44 that were able to dilprove you. I went quite 
44 another way to work with my writings, and 
put them into the hands of the emperors them- 
44 felvcs, that had the government of the war, and 
44 this while all the particulars of it were ftill frelh 
44 in every one's memory j my confciencc, in fine, 
44 acquittingme, that I delivered the truth without 
" adding or diminifhing ; upon which account my 
44 writings have received as favourable an accept- 
44 ance in the world as I could defire. Thefe me- 
44 morials I communicated to feveral perfons, one 
44 after another, that had borne a part in the war, 
44 as king Agrippa, and fome certain relations of 
44 his. Nay, Titus himfelf gave fuch teftimony in 
44 approbation of this hiftory, that he recommend- 
44 edit to the world as an authentic record $ and, 
44 by an order under his own hand, afligned it a 
44 place in his library. King Agrippa was fo pleafed 
44 with the integrity and candour of it, that he wrote 
44 wrote me fixty»two letters in confirmation of the 
44 credit of it. Two of them I have here fubjoined 
44 to the end, that the matter may be allowed to 
44 fpeak for itfelf." 



King Agrippa to his. deareft friend, Jofephus, 

greeting : 

44 1 HAVE read your book with great delight, A ^ 
44 and look upon it - to be the moft pertinent and f c ? 5 °*J 
44 exact account ot any J have yet leen. bend me joie^ 
44 the remainder; and fo I bid you far 



44 dear friend. 



farewell, my 



King Agrippa to Jofephus, his deareft friend, 

health : 

44 UPON the perufal of your writings, I perceive A g r i P wo 
44 you have little need of any thing further that I J« lc A* 
44 can tell you ; only when we meet next, 1 may, 
44 perhaps, fuggeft fome certain pafl'ages to your 
44 confideration that have efcaped your knowledge. 

Thus far with regard to Juftus, with whom I 
thought uiyfelf indifpenfibly obliged to make this 
comparison. 

When I had fettled the affairs of Tiberias, and jofcpimi 
affembled a council of my friends, I advifed what 
meafures were to bp put in execution concerning digrtfEca. 
John. All the Galileans were of opinion, that I 
ihoujdput them in arms and fall upon John as the 
real author of the late troubles. But 1 could not 
coincide with them in opinion, as I was deh'rous to 
terminate the difference without bloodfhed, where- 
fore I defired them to be very diligent in procuring 
a lift of the whole faction. Having thereby learned 
the names of the moft confiderabie of John's party, 
I publiflied an a<5t of amnefty to all that lhould f*&"[ 
come in within twenty days, lay down their arms, concerning 
and return to their duty ; but letting forth that 
thofe who fiiould ftand out beyond that time might jobn. 



44 alive butmvfelf to tell you the ftory ? You will o11 „*„-_j»2__ r w ^A ™A 

tc r , - . ^ , / . . J . ^ expect all the extremities or lire, lword, and pil- 

lay, perhaps, that the relation you have given of j a o. e# 
44 what puffed at Jerufalem may be more correct, j 

44 But it is a thing hardly to be imagined, that you, This beincr an invitation as well as a me- . 

44 who were neither perfonally in the a&ion, or nace, wrought fo effedlually on the aflbciates of 400f >of 

44 everfo much as read Vefpafian's commentaries John, that 4000 of them threw down their arujs, ^ 

44 upon that part of the war, fiiouidbefo well in- and came over tome. Only his fellow- citizens offcpfaui.' 

44 formed of the ftory. I take for granted that you Gifchala ftayed behind, and 1500 Tyrian merceiia- 
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Thin on.: cllVirt fo cflctTtually defeated the 
iiicaliirc.* of John, that, through fear, lie confined 
hhiifelf within the limits of hbovvn country. 

About tliis tune the people of Sepphoris, con- 
fiding i.i the ftrength of the place, and feeing nic 
engaged in other alfairs, grcwinlblent, and took up 
arms. They fent to Celfius Gallus, who was then 



governor of Syria, deliring lie would conic in pcr- 
ibn, and receive the obedience of their city; or at 
lead fend thither a garrifon of foldiers. Ccltius 
promifed them to come, but gave no intimation of 
the time. Upon intelligence of what had palled 
betwixt them, I marched up diredtly to the place, 
u ? ?ho £ attacked and carried it by ftorm. The Galileans, 
tf&3ii» anti defirous of improving this advantage, as an oppor- 
j'ciiJcrea. tun i t y for taking their revenge on:the Sepphorites, 

rulhed furiouQy into the town, with a relolution of 
deftroyingboth inhabitants and city. Thepeople 
had quit: cd their habitations, and withdrawn into 
the cattle for protection ; while the foldiers fet fire 
to the empty houfes, and committed depredations 
without bounds. I was much concerned at thefe 
violences, and ordered the foldiers to defift from 
fuch unnatural proceedings again ft: men of their 
own tribe and profeflion. When I found that nei- 
ther entreaties or commands had any effect upon 
them, I ordered fomc of my trufty friends to divulge 
a report, that the Romans, with a great body of 
forces* had attacked the other part of the city. 
This 1 did with no other delign than that, the report 
fpreaditig abroad, the fury of the Galileans might 
be re (trained i and Sepphoris preserved from ruin. 
At length the ftratagem had its effect ; for, upon 
mfsmt hearing this report, they were apprehenfive lor 
Jws«?- themfelves, ceafed from plunder, and betook.them- 
phoris. 4 felves to flight, efpecially when they faw me, their 

general, do the fame ; for, in order to gain more 1 
credit to the report, I pretended to be terrified in 
like manner, with the danger that threatened., 
Thus the Sepphorites, by this artifice, preferved; 
their lives and effedrs. 

* 

f 

Tiberias was upon the point of being plundered 
by the Galileans on the following occafion. The 
principal men of their fenate wrote to the king, de- 
liring he would come to them, and take pofleUioji 
of their city. The king promifed to come, and 
wrote a letter in anfwer to theirs, which he gave to 



put in chains, 1 pretended 1 was obliged tuleavc the 
kingdom for a few day:i lo traufact an affair of mo- 
ment, and then fending privately forCrifpus, 1 Jug- 
gelled to him to render the guard intoxicated, and 
then make hisefcapc to the king. Thus Tihcri«;s, 
which was again cxpoled to the hilt extremity, was 

delivered by my mean* from the danger which 
threatened it. 

While affairs were in this lunation, Iiilhis, the . n , a 
ion ov rutus, without my know ledge, went over over to the 
to the king ; and the re a Ion wushriel!y,this. tJpoi^ k,n S* 
thebreakiug out of the war between the lews and 
the Romans, the Tiberians were refolvcd to perfe- 
verein their obedience, to the kings and on no pre- 
tence whatever abandon the Romans. iultus 1 not- 
withftauding this refutation; endeavoured to fpi.ipt 
them up to a revolt,bccaufc he earnestly longed for 
a change, from which he hoped, he (liquid obtain 
the advantage of wreftinu; into his hands the 00- 
vernment of Galilee, as well as his own country. 

ut his fcheme proved abortive ; for the Gali- 
leans, who "were avowed enemies to thcTibcrian 
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from the indignation they entertained for the hard- 
mips they had fuffere'd from J uftus before the com- 
mencement of the war, could not endure to think 
of havinghim for their general. I myfelf alfo, who 
had received the government of Galilee from (he 
hands oftheSanhedrim at Jcru(ulcm,\vas frequently 
a<5iuated by fuch a rage again it him, that I have 
been ready to put him to death, as not bciiYg able 
to brook his infupportablc malice. He was there- 
fore very apprehenfive that my paflion would come 

to extremity, and went ovei: to the king, filppofing 
he (hould live in more fecurity with him. 

t ... 

The Sepphorites being unexpectedly freed from 
their firft danger, fent to Celtius Gallus, either to lf'?*°g}* 

come immediately^ and take po He (lion of th ell* CltV, ris icloivc 

or furniih them with. a force furncient to -repot the *hj££, vcs 
incurlions of an enemy. At length they prevailed uptoCcf- 
with Gallus to tranimitthema fupply ofcavalry and uu » GaU,w - 
infantry, which they received into the city in the 
nighttime. The bordering country lying expofed 
to the depredations of the Roman lbldiers;;after I 
had taken up the forces I had at hand, I went to 
Garefine, where Iencampedabout twenty furlongs 
from Sepphoris, and in the night marching with my 
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one of his attendants named Crifpus.by birth aje w, || Z™£ ?*L\tl^u™ h J?°™ ^^^t^lVl 

to carry it to Tiberias. Some of the Galileans hap- 
pening to meet with Crifpus as he was bringing the 
letter, apprehendedandbroughthim to me. When 
this came to the ears of thepeople, they were en- 
raged, and immediately betook themfelves to arms. 
Many of them alfembling the next day, came to 
the city of Afochis, where I thenrefided, and, with 
loud exclamations,calledtheTiberians traitors,and 
of the king's faction ; and defired leave of me to go 
down and uttterly deftroy their city ; for they were 
as averfe to the TVberians as the Sepphorites. 

When I heard of this procedure, I was doubtful 
in what manner to preferve the city from the en- 
raged Galileans ; for there was no denying or pal- 
liating the charge brought againft the inhabitants 
of furrendering up their city ; the letter the king 
had writtenbackbeing too convincing a proof of it. 
Weighing the affair, therefore, fome time in my 
mind, I reafoned the cafe with them in the follow- 
ing manner, by way of anTwer : cQ That the Tibc- 
** riai>s were highly culpable ; nor would I be any 
Cf obftacle to the facking of their city ; ncverthelefs 
u nothing of that kind Ihould be put in execution-; 



ordering a great number of my men to mount the 
walls with their fcalinp* ladders, 1 made myfelf im- 
mediately matter of the great eft part of t!ie city : v 
but being unacquainted with the place, we were Sphi"^^ 
obliged to retire, having flaiu twelve foot-foldiers a!mclha - 
and two horfemen belonging to the Romans, with r Wr*'hc 
the lofs of only one man on our lide. Soon after »**>W|8 tf ** 
this we had a fharp encounter with theiioman horfe, 
in which having defended ourfelves a long time 
with great bravery, we were obliged to yield the 
victory to the enemy ; for as i was furrounded by 
the enemy, and my men feeing it, they turned their 
backs upon me, and lied through fear. In this ac- 
tion I loft Julius, one of my guard*, formerly in 
the fervice of the kinir. 
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" without previous advice, and mature conlidera- 
" tion ; for that, upon further fcrutiny, a fa<5lion; 
u might be found among the noble Galileans as 
deep in this plot upon their liberties as the Ti- 
Cc berians themfelves. That, therefore, I rccom- 
<c mended patience, till better information could be 
" procured of the authors of the defection and 
<c treachery, and then that every one fhould be fur- 
" rendered up and brought to condign punilh- 
Ci ment." By thefe means I pacified the multitude, 
and they quietly difperfed. 

Having ordered the man fent by the king to be 



About this time came a body of horfe and foot 
forces fent by the king under the command of 
Sylla, captain of the royal guards, who encamped 
about five furlongs from Julias, and planted his 
(bouts along the road which led to Cana and the 
cattle of Gamala, to cut olf all relief. 

As foon as I came to hear this, I fent two 

thoufand armed men under the command of J ere- syllairfenr 
: imas. Both armies encamped about a furlong from with forces 
Julias ; but nothing pafled on either lide but flight fephusV°" 
Ikirmifhes, till I had an opportunity to come up 
with three thoufand more of my men. The day 
following, after planting a ftrong ambufh in a bot- 
tom, at a convenient diltance from the enemy, 1 
offered the king's troops battle, with orders to my 
men to turn their backs on the lirll charge, and fo 
fly before 'the enemy,till they had drawn them with- 
in the reach of the ambufcade. 

■ 

* w > 

This ftratauem was crowned with the defired 
1 fnecefs ; for Sylla, notfuppofing it to Jiare been a 
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When Jcrufalcm was on the point of being taken 
Titus was fo generous as to offer mc what 1 plcafcd, 
for my own ufc, out of the plunder of the citv : 
but as, after the ruin of my country, nothing could 
more alleviate my miferies than the liberty of my 
friends, I requeued that favour, as alfo for the fa- jok ? i 
credbooks, with which the conqueror immediately \^ 
complied. I begged the life of my brother, and the *orra* 
liberty of fifty of my beft friends, in which I c,1?nr * 
fucceeded according to my wifhes. I alfo obtained 
permiflion to go into the temple, where a great num- 
ber of captive women and children were fhut up ; 
and as many of my friends and acquaintance as I 
found there, who amounted to one hundred and 
ninety perfons, I fet at liberty ; and, without pay- 
ing any thing for their ranfom, difmiflcd, and re- 
ftored them to their former ftatc of life. 

I was thenfentby Titus, in company with Cerea- 
lis, and a thoufand horfe,to a village called Thecoa , ' 
to take a view of the fituation and difpofition of the 
place for the forming a camp there. Upon my re- 
turn therewere many prifoncrs crucified by the road 
fide, and among others three men with whom ! had 
a friendfhip of longftanding. I was fo wounded at 
this fpe&acle, that I went to Titus, and falling at 
his feet, represented the cafe tohim ; upon which he 
gave immediate orders to have them taken down, 
and all imaginable care taken of them. Two of 
them died under the hands of the phy ficians ; but 
the third furvived the experiment. 

When Titus had put an end to the diftradtions in 
Judcea, he afligned me a portion of lands at a dis- 
tance, in exchange for others I had in the vicinity of 
Jerufaleni. This he did from a motive of kind ne (s 
and refpeft ; for he knew it would be neither com- t £^£ 
modious or profitable for me to have my habita- 
tion amidft the Roman troops, that were, of nccef- 
fity, to be quartered about the metropolis for the J°%k 
fecurity of the province.. 

The emperor Vefpafian alfo did me the honour, . f . 
upon my arrival at Rome, of entertaining me in a highly 
moftfplendid manner. He afligned me an apart- 
ment in the palace where he refided before he came 
to the empire. He favoured me with the privilege 
of a Roman citizen, gave me an annual peniion, 
and retained his refpedt andkindnefs to the end of 
his life, which incurred the mortal envy and hatred 
of my own nation. .One Jonathan, a Jew, having 
raifed a /edition in Cyrcne, and perfuaded above 
two thoufand of the natives to join in the commo- 
tion, became at length thecaufe of their ruin ; for, 
The people of Sepphoris went out to meet VeA ]| being defeated by the governor of the province, he 

was fent to the emperor, before whom he averred 
that I hadfupplied him with arms and money ; but 
Vefpafian not crediting the calumny, fentenced 
him to death for it. There were feveral other ac- 
cufations brought againft me by thofe who envied 
my happinefs, but through Divine Providence, I 
got clear of them all, and had a fair eftablifhment 
allotted me in Judseathro' the bounty of Vefpafian. 

About this time 1 put away my wife, from a ^ dis- 
approbation of her conduit, having had three chil- J 0 f c i, 
dren by her two of whom died, and only Hyrcanus 
living. After this divorce I took another wife, by 
birth a Candian, by profeflion a Jewefs, of noble 
defcent, and exemplary virtue. I had by her two 
fons: Juftus, the eldeft ; Simonides, the younger, 
who was alfo furnamed Agrippa. Thefe are the 
circumftances of my family. 



pretended /light, drew out his army, and purfued 
them* Immediately my men, whom I had fecured 
in the rear, fallicd out of their ambttfeades, fell 
upon him. and put the reft of' his army into great 
difordcr. When I faw this, I rallied my men im- 
mediately, faced the royal army, and put them to 

Victory had certainly declared itfelf for me 
this day, had not an unfortunate accident prevent- 
ed it: my horfe carrying me into a boggy place, 
the fall put my wrilt out of joint, fo that i was 
obliged to be carried oft' to Cepharnome, a village 
near at hand, for my relief. Upon this difafter my 
people, fearing fome worfe accident had befallen 
me, gave over the purfuit, and returned in extreme 
concern for my welfare. I then applied to the phy- 
ficians, and, through a fever I had upon me, was 
obliged to ftay there that day, but was conveyed to 
Taricheoc at night. 

Sylla and his army, upon the news of my misfor- 
tune, refumed courage and knowing my camp was 
not very ftriftly guarded, he planted a body of 
horfe in ambufh, before Jordan, and as fbon as it 
was day ftrove to bring us to an engagement. My 
forces accepting the challenge, marched into the 
Thearmy^ plain, and fell into an ambufh of the enemies horfe, 
fail into a" by whom they were charged, routed, and put to 
ambush, flight, withthe lofs of only fix men. But the enemy 

did not maintain the vidtory ; for hearing a frefh 
fupply of forces were arrived by fhipping from Ta- 
richeas, they through fear founded a retreat, 
vefpafian Soon after this Vefpafian came to Tyre, and with 
{urooeio him king Agrippa, whom the Tyrians reviled as an 
Tyre. ene~ny both to them and the Romans j alledgingit 

was by his command that Philip, his general, deli- 
vered up both the royalpalace at Jerusalem, and the 
Vefpafian Roman garrifon there. Vefpafian feverely repri- 
AgrljJpa^o nianc *ed theTyriansfor their difli on ouring a crown- 
fend phiii ? edhead,andafriendtotheRomans; and advifed the 

ro Rome. k j ng tQ fend ph j j. p tQ Rome tQ clear hi m f e lf to the 

emperor. He accordingly went upon that defign ; 
but finding Nero greatly embarrafTed by his civil 

wars, went back again to Agrippa without his 
errand. 

Vefpafian, after this, coming to Ptolemais, the 
principal citizens of Decapolis preferred grievous 
complaints againft Juftus for burning their coun- 
try. Juftus was accordingly delivered up to A- 
grippa to be punifhed for the injuries done to his 
iubjedts. The king only made him a prifoner, 
without ever confulting the emperor in the matter, 
as we have obferved before. 

Appoints 

the Scppho- /• - 

ritcjagar- palian,and receivedagarrifonfromhimof theirown 

raaKespla- appointment, and Placidus for their governor, who 
cidas their was the man I had to do with till the emperor came 
governor. j ntQ Galilee himfelf. But as to what concerns the 

ftory, and the manner of his coming, my retreat to 
Jotapata, after the firft encounter J had at Taricheaj 
what I did in defence of the palace, how I came 
after a long fiege to be taken prifoner, how after- 
wards to be fet at liberty, and, in fine, the manner in 
which I deported myfelf throughout the whole 
courfe of the Jewifh war, thefe points have been 
already fo amply treated, that there remains but 
little more to be added upon this fiibjeA than fome 
particular tranfa&ions of my own life. 

honoured" The ^ e g e of Jotapata being now drawn toacon- 

clufion, though I was in the hands of the Romans, 

and ftridtlyguarded, Vefpafian treatedme withgreat 
refpedt ; in confequence of which I took to wife a 
native of Cefarea, at that time a prifoner. She be- 
ing divorced, and I having obtained my liberty ,pro- 
ceeded with Vefpafian to Alexandria, where I mar- 
ried another wife. From this place I went with 
Titus to the fiege of Jerufaleni, where my life was 
frequently expofed to danger ; for the Jews were 
continually ufing ftratagems to get me into their 
hands ; and the Romans, whenever they met with 
any difad vantage, attributed it to fome treachery 
of mine, brought accufations againft me before the 
emperor, and defired him to give me up to punifh- 
Kindncf$of ment f s their betrayer. But Titus Casfar was well 
Titus to acquainted with the uncertainty of fortune, and 

Joicphui. * i r - , J i • • ' • 

r returned no anf wer to the vehement fohcitations 
of the foldiers againft me. 
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I was fo happy as to be ftill in favour with the Cse- 
fars, for, on the demife of Vefpafian, Titns treated Hei*«> 
me with the fame honourable refpeft as his father JJJ^ 
had done. Domitian alfo, who fucceeded Titus, iw*v# 
held me in the higheft efteem,put to death feveral ^I'v** 
of my Jewifh falfe accufers, and commanded an dan. 
eunuch, a fervant of mine, to be feverely punifhed 
for an infidious information againft me. Asatef- 
timony of his finglar kindnefs, he hath been pleafed 
to grant mean exemption from all taxes and duties 
for the eftate I poflefs in Judasa. Nor have my 
obligations been lefs in proportion to the eriiprels 
Domitia, his confort. This is a brief (ketch of my 
life, from which the world may form a judgment 
of my principles and manners. 
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™ S wemcct with many important teftimonies 

/jfc in Jofephus, the Jewifh hiftoriap, concern- 
/ \ ingjqhn the Baptift, theharbinger orfore- 

runner of Jefus of Nazareth, concerning 
Jefus of Nazareth himfelf, andalfo James the Juft, 
the brother of Jefus of Nazareth, and fince the 
principal teftimony has been queftioned by many, 
and rejected by fome as fpurious, I hold it my duty, 
having ever declared my firm belief that thefe tefti- 
monies are genuine, to produce original evidences, 
in order to confirm them, and then make proper ob~ 
fervations for the more compleatfatisfadtion of the 
reader. Before I enter upon my main defign, it may 
not be impertinent, by way of preparatory, to quote 
the opinion of, perhaps, the mo ft learned perfQn , and 
competentjudgc, that ever was, as to the authority 
of Jofephus ; 1 mean Jofeph Scaliger, from whofe 
works, in Latin, the following is a tranflation. 

cc Jofephus is the molt diligent, and the greateft 
u lover of truth, of all writers. We can confi- 
" dently affirm of him, that it is more fafe to be- 
<c lieve him, not only as to the affairs of the Jews, 
" but alfo as to thofe that are foreign to them, than 
" all the Greek and Latin writers ; and this becaufe 
* € his fidelity, and his cotnpafs of learning, are 
tc every where mod confpicuous. 

TACITUS. 

TACITUS writes, in his annals, that cc Nero, in 
u order to IHfle the rumour, (though he himfelffet 
* c Rome onfire, (afcribed it to thofe people who were 
" hated for their ftrange practices, and callcd,by the 
" vulgar, Chriftians. Thefe he puniflied exqui- 
Cfc fitely. The author of this name was Chrift, 
<c who, in the reign of Tiberius, was put to death 
" by Pontius Pilate, the procurator/' 

Since Jofephus gives us his teftimony, and fince 
almoft all the reft that is true of the Jews inTa- 
No. 45. 



citus, was diredHy taken by him out of Jofephus, 
there can remain no reafon to doubt but this paf* 
fage was taken from him alfo. He could not have 
this account from that other Jewifh hiftorian, Ju- 
ftus, of Tiberias ; for Photius, who perufed his 
hiftory, affaires us, that Juftus made no mention at 
all of Jefus Chrift. The true writing of thefe 
names, Chrift and Chriftians, as in jofephus, is an- 
other argument that Tacitus had this account 
from him ; which names he would otherwife mo ft 
probably, with Suetonius, and other old Romans, 
have written Chrelt and Chreftians. The words 
of Tacitus are all fo very like, thofe of Jofephus, 
that it is moft reafonable to conclude they were 
taken from him, and no other author. 

JUSTIN MARTYR. 

§ 

YOU (Jews) knew that Jefus was rifen from the 
dead, and afcended into heaven, as thc prophecies 
did foretel was to happen. 

O R I G E N. 

THIS James was fo finning a character among 

the people, on account of his righteoufnefs, that 

Flavius Jofephus, when, in his twenty books of the 

Jewifh Antiquities, he defcribes the cattfe why the 

people differed fuch miferies till the facred temple 

was demolifhed, fays, that thefe things befel them 

through the Divine anger, for what they had dared 

to do with James, the brother of Jefus, who was 

called Chrift. He fays farther, that the people 

thought they fuffered thefe things for the fake of 
James. 

Jofephus teftifics, in the 18th book of his Jewifh 
Antiquities, that John was the Baptift, and that he 
promifed purification to thofe that were baptized. 
The fame Jofephus alfo, when enquiring into the 
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eaiife of the deilrn&iou of Jerufalem, and the de- 
molition of the temple, ought to have faid, that 
their inclinations againft Jcfus were the caufe of 
thefc miferies coming on the people, becaufe they 
had flain that Chriifc who was foretold by the pro- 



phets ; lie, though, as it were, unwillingly, yet, as 
one not remote from the truth, fays iC Thefe mifc- 
11 ries befel the Jews by way of revenge for Jarites 
tC the Jnft, who was the brother of Jefus, that was 
tc called Chriifc ; becaufe they had (lain him who 
<; was a moft righteous perfon." Now this James 
was he whom that genuine difciple of Jefus, Paul, 

faid he had feen as the Lord's brother, (Gal. i. 19.) 
which, relation implies not fo much nearnefs of 
blood, or famenefs of education, as it does agree- 
ment of manners and preaching. If, therefore, he 
fays, the defolation of Jerufalem befel the Jews for 
the fake of James, with how much greater reafon 
might he have filid that it happened for the fake of 
Jefus ? To this Origcn adds, Titus deftroyed Jeru- 
falem, according to Jofephus, on account of James 
the J uft, the brother of Jefus, that was called 
Chrift ; but, in truth, on account of Jefus, the 
Chrift of God. 



EUSEBIUS, 

CERTAINLY the atteftation of thofe I have 
already produced concerning Our Saviour may be 
fufticient. However, it may not be amifs, if, over 
and above, wc make ufe of Jofephus, the Jew, as 
an additional wituefs In the 18th book of his An- 
tiquities, where he relates an account of what hap- 
pened under Pilate, he mentions Our Saviour in thefe 
words. " N'ow there was, about this time, Jefus, a 
" wife man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for 
<c he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of 
" fuch men as had a veneration for truth. He 
lt drew over to him both many of the Jews, and 
tc many of the Gentiles. He was the Chrift. And 
t; when Pilate at the fuggeftion of the principle 
" men among us 5 had condemned him to the crofs, 
<c thole that loved him at fir ft did not forfake him, 
u for he appeared to them alive again the third day, 
ii as the Divine prophets had fpokenof thefe and 
* ; many ether wonderful things concerning him. 
c< Whence the tribe of Chriftians, fo named from 

<c him are not extinct at this day." If, therefore, we 
have the teftimony of thishiftorian, thathenot only 
brought over to himfelfthe Twelve Apoftles, with 
the Seventy Diiciples, but many of the Jews, and 
many of the Geutiles.be mult manifeftly have fome- 
whatin him extraordinary above the reft of man- 
kind : for how oiherwife could he draw over lb 



many of the Jew& and Gentiles, unlets he per- 
formed admirable and amazing works, and ufed a 
method of teaching that was not common ? More- 
over, the feripture of the A As of the Apoftles bears 
witnefs that there were many thoufands of Jews 
who were pcrfuaded thai he was the Chrift of God, 
who was foretold by the prophets. Adts xxi. 2,0. 



From Ecclcftaftica! £!iftory, written about the year 

of our Lord 330. 

THE Divine Scripture of the Gofpels make men- 
tion ot John the Baptift as having his head cut off 
by the younger Herod. Jofephus alfo concurs in 
this hiftory, and makes mention ofHerodias by 
name, as the wife of his brother, whom Herod had 
married upon divorcing his former lawful wife. 
She was tiie daughter of Arctas, king of Arabia 
Petrea, and which Herodiashe had parted from her 
hulband while he war; alive. On this account alfo 
Areta:: made war with him., becaufe his daughter had 
been ufed di (honourably. In which war, when it 
came to a buttle, he Jays, that all Herod's army was 
deftroyed j and that he fuftered this becaufe of his 
wicked contrivance a gain ft John. Moreover this 
fame Jofephus, by acknowledging John to have 
been a moft righteous man, and the Baptift, con- 
curs, in hi.*; teftimony with what is written in the 
GofyeJs. He alio relates, that Herod loft his king- 



with whom he was himfeif condemned to be ba- 
niflzed to Vienna, a city of Gaul. In the 1 8th book 
of his Antiquities, he thus writes of John : 

* 

" Some of the Jews thought that the deftrn&ion 
cC of Herods army, came from God," and that verv 
" juftly, as a piimfliment for what he did againft 
cc John, that was called the Baptift } for Herod flew 
" him, who 4 was a good man*, and one that com- 
iC manded the Jews to exercife virtue, both as to 
" righteoufnefs towards one another, and piety to- 
* c wards God, and fo to come to baptifm ; for that, 
" by this means, the wafhing with water would ap- 
u pear acceptable to him when theymadcufe of it; 
<c not in order to the putting away, or reraiffiori of 
cc fome fins only, but for the purification of the 
cc the body ; fuppofing ftill that the foul was tlio- 
c * roughly purrned'by righteoufnefs. When many 
" came in crouds about him, for they were greatly 
" delighted with hearing his words, Herod was 
" afraid that his great power of perfuading men 
" might tend to fedition, for they feemed difpofed 
" to do every thing he advifed them to. He there- 

a fore thought it better to prevent any attempt at 
cc innovation by cuttinghim off, than, after fuch in- 
cc novation fhould be brought about, to repent of 
" fuch negligence. Accordingly he was fenta pri- 
cc foner to the caftle of Machasrus, and there put 
" to death." 

When Jofephus has thus written, he makes men- 
tion of Our Saviour in the fame hiftory, in the 
manner already quoted : therefore as this writer 
fprung from the Hebrews themfelves, he hath deli- 
vered thefe thingsiu his own work concerning John 
the Baptift, and Our Saviour. What room then 
can there be for farther evation ? 

Now James was fo wonderful a perfon, and fo 
celebrated by all others for righteoufnefs, that the 
judicious Jews thought this to have been the occa- 
lion of the fiege of Jerufalem, which came on pre- 
fently after his martyrdom, and that it befel them 
for no other reafon than that impious fac"i they 
were guilty of againft him. Jofephus, therefore, 
did not refufe to atteft thereto in writing in the fol- 
lowing words : 4C Thefe miferies befel the Jews by 
<c way of revenge for James the Juft, who was the 
" brother of Jefus, that was called Chrift, on this 
cc account, that they had flain him who was a moft 



righteous perfon 



The fame Jofephus declares the manner of his 
death in the aoth book of his Antiquities, in thefe 
words: " Caefar fent Albinus into Judaea as pro- 
" curator, when he heard that Feftus was dead. 
44 Now Ananus the younger, who had been ad- 
Cc mitted to the high-priefthood, was, in his temper, 
u bold and daring in an extraordinary manner. He 
cc was alfo of the fecft of the Sadducees, who are 
<c more rigid in opinion than others of the Jews, 
u Since therefore this was the character of Ananus, 
" he thought he had a proper opportunity to exer- 
cc cife his autliority, becaufe Feftus was dead, and 
u Albinus was but upon the road. He therefore 
" affembles the Sanhedrim of judges, and brings 
" before them James, the brother of Jefus, who 
cc was called Chrift, and fome others of his com- 
" panions, and when he had formed an accufation 
<c againft them as breakers of the law, he delivered 
<c them up to be ftoned. But thofe who feemed 
cc the moft equitable of the citizens, and thofe who 
" were moft uneafy at the breach of the laws, dif- 
ci liked what was done. They alfo fent to the king 
CC (-^£ r *PP a ) defiring him to fend to Ananus, that 
u he Ihould act fo no more ; for that what he had 
c6 already done could not be juftified. ,> 



AMBROSE, or HEGES1PPUS. 

WE have difcovered that it was tlie opinion and 
belief of the Jews* as Jofephus affirms, (who is an 
author not to be rejected when he writes againft him- 
feif,) that Herodlofthis army, not by the deceit of 
men, but by the anger of God, and that juftly, as 
dons fur the lake of this fame Hcrodias ; together j| anaffc&of punUhment for what he did to John the 
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* 

Baptift, a juft man, who had faid to him, " It is 
not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife/' 

The Jews themfclves alfo bear witnefs to Chrift, 
as appears from Jofephus, the writer of their hiftory, 
who fays, " That there was at that time a wife man, 
' 4 if it be lawful to call him a man, a doer of won- 
" derful works, who appeared to his difciples, after 
" the third day from his death, alive again, accord? 
<c ing to the writings of the prophets, whoforetold 
44 thefe and innumerable other miraculous events 
44 concerning him. From him arofe the codgrega- 
44 tion of Chriftians, which have penetrated amongft 
44 all forts of men. Nor does there remain a nation 
44 in the Roman world that continue ftrangers to 
44 his religion." If the Jews do not believe us, let 
them at lead believe their own writers. Jofephus, 
whom they e lie em a very great man, hath faid this; 
he hath fpoken truth after fuch a manner, that is, 
hiftorical trutl^ becaufe he held it unlawful to de- 
ceive though he was no believer, which rather 
confirms than invalidates his teilimony. 

RUPINUS, 

NOW there was at that time Jefus, a wife man, 
if at leaft it be lawful to call him a man, for he was 
a doer of wonderful works* a teacher of (uch things 
to thofe who were willing to hear the truth. He 
alfo drew over to him many of the Jews, and many 
of the Gentiles. He was Chrift. And when Pi- 
late, at the accufation of the principal men of our 
nation, had decreed that he fhould be crucified, 
thofe that had loved him from the beginning did 
not forfake him; for he appeared to them alive 
again the third day, according to what the divine- 
ly infpired prophets had foretold, that thefe, and 
innumerable other, miracles fhould come to pafs 
about him. Moreover, both the name and fed: of 
Chriftians, who are denominated from Jiim> conti- 
nue in being to this day. 



HIERONYMUS, 

JOSEPHUS, in the i8th book of his Antiquities, 
rood cXprefsly acknowledges, that Chrift was (lain 
by the Pharifees on account of the greatnefs of his 
miracles j and that John the Baptift was truly a pro- 
phet j and that Jerufalem was demoliftied on ac- 

' J ter of James the Apoftle. He 
wrote concerning our Lord after this manner. At 
the fame time there was Jefus, a wife man, if yet it 
be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of thofe who willingly 
receive the truth . He had many followers, both of 
the Jews and Gentiles. He was believed to be 
Chrill. And when, through the envy of our princi- 
pal men, Pilate had condemned him to the crofs, 
notwithftanding this, thofe who had loved him at 
firft perfevered j for he appeared to them alive on 
the third day, as the oracles of the prophets had 
foretold many of thefe and other wonderful things 
concerning him. And the feft of Chriftians, »fo 
named from him, are not extintt at this day. j 



II 



ISIDORUS PELUSIOTA, 

Scholar of Chrysostom. 



i. 



THERE was one Jofephus, a Jew of the greateft j 
reputation, and one that was zealous for the law ; \ 
one alfo that paraphrafed the OldTeftament with; 
truth, and a<fted valiantly for the Jews, and hath; 
fliewn that their' fettlement is nobler than can be de- ; 

* 

fcribed by words. Now (ince he made their inte- 
reft give place to truth, for he would not fupport 
the opinion of impious men, 'I think it neceflary to 
fet down his words. What then does he fay ? Now; 
there was about that time Jefus, a wife man, if it 1 be 
lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of won- 
derful works, a teacher of fitch men as receive the. 
truth with pleafure. He drew over to him both: 
many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He 
was the Chrift. And when Pilate, at the fuggeftion 



of the principal men a 
No. 45. 



ongft us, had condemned 



him to the crofs, thofe that loved him at firft did 
not forfake him : for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, as the Divine prophets had fore- 
told, with many other wonderful things concern- 
ing him. And the tribe of Chriftians, fo named 

from him, are not extinct at this day ^ I cannot but 



admire this man's love of truth in many inftances, 
but chiefly where he fays, " Jefus was a teacher of 
men who received the truth with pleafure/* 



SOZO MENUS. 



NOW Jofephus, thefon of Matthias, aprieft, a 
man of Very great note both among the Jews and 
the Romans, may well be deemed a witnefs of cre- 
dit as to the truth of Chrift's hiftory ; for hie fcru- 
ples to call him a man, as being a doer of wonder- 
ful works, and a teacher of the word of truth i He 
hames him Chrift openly ; and is not ignorant that 
he was condemned to the crofs, and appeared on 
the third day alive, and that many other wonderful 
things were foretold of him by the Divine prophets. 
Heteftifies alfo-, that thofe whom he drew over to 
him, being many of the Gentiles as well as Jews, 
continued to love, him ; and that the tribe named 
from him Chriftians was not then extintft. He 
appears like wife to have been fo affected by the 
wonders he performed, as to run in a kind of mid- 
dle path, fo as not to put any indignity upon be- 
lievers in him, but rather to afford his fuffrage to 
them* 



CASSIODORUS. 



NOW Jofephus, the dfbn of Matthias, a prieft, a 
man of great nobility among the lews, and of great 
dignity among the Romans, lhall be a witnefs to the 
truth of Chrift's hiftory ; for he dares not call him 
a man, as a doer of famous works, and a teacher of 
true doftrines. He names him Chrift openly ; and 
is not ignorant that he was condemned to the crofs, 
.and appeared on the third day alive, and that an 
infinite number of other wonderful things were 
foretold of binvby the holy prophets. Moreover, 
he tcftifies alfo, that there were then alive many 
whom he had chofen, boih Greeks and Jews, and 
that they continued to love him, and that the fe& 
which was named from him was by no means ex- 
tin<5l at that time. 



EP fP HJNIUS SCHOLASTICVS 



Of JOHN the BAPTIST. 



J 
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Herod's army did therefore perifti becaufe the Di- of7hc 
•vine indignation was kindled againft him, ^nd that Annuities 
•very.juftly, by way of vengeance for John, who^*, 0 *"* 
was called the .Baptift. For Herod had flain him 
-who was a very good man,, and exhorted the Jews 
to follow virtue, ,to exercife righteoufnefs, to ob- 
fcr.ve piety towards.God, and to unite together by 
baptifm as a thing acceptable, if ufed, not only for 
the >wafhiiig away of .fins, but the purification of 
the foul, and as akind of leal of all the virtues to- 
gether. When,fnchprecepts were taught by him, 
and a very great concourfe of peopleflocked to hear 
him, Herod, fearful left, by the perfuafion of his 
dodtrine, the people fhould depart from his govern- 
ment, (for he faw that the common people were 
ready to obey the precepts and admonitions he gave 
them in all points,) thought it more expedient to 
prevent any fedition that might arife, by takinghim 
off, than, after difturbances had happened, to re- 
cent when it was too late. It was upon this fufpi- 
cion alone of Herod that John wasfent a prifoner 
to the cattle of Machamis, and there beheaded. 
But, aswebefore obferved, the lews were of opi- 
nion that God had brought deftrudtion upon his 
army, and thereby inflicted a juft punifliment on 
Herod. 

a Y a 



The TESTIMONIES of JOSEPHUS. 



E P 1 P H A N J U S 



1 



P H O T I U S, 



Of OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

1SSOVV there was at that time Jefus, a wife man, 
if at leaft it be lawful to call him a man, for he was 
a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of fuch men 
as willingly heard the truth. He alfo drew over to 
him many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. 
He was Chrift. And when Pilate, at the accufa- 
tion of the principal men of our nation, had de- 
creed that he fhould be crucified, thofe that loved 
him from the beginning did notforfake him ; for 
he appeared to them the third day alive again, ac- 
cording to what the divinely infpired prophets had 
foretold, that thofe and innumerable other miracles 
fhould come to pais about him. Moreover, both 
the name and fe£t of Chriftians, who were denomi- 
nated from him, continue in being: to this day. 



EPIPHANIUS 



0 

Of JAMES, the Brother of OtTR LORD. 

% ANANUS, the high-prieft, believing that he had 
found out a proper time to exercife his authority, 
Feftus, the procurator, beingdead,and Albinus only 
upon the road, aqpointed a council of judges, and 
bringing feveral before him, among whom was the 
brother of Jefus, who is called Chrift, whofe name 
"was James, he accufed them of a&ing againft the 
law, and delivered them up tobe ftoned. But thofe 
of the citizens that feemed the mod: moderate, and 
-were concerned to have the law exa&ly obferved, 
were greatly offended, &fent to the king (Agrippa) 
entreating him that he would write to Ananus, that 
lie would defift from fuch actions as were not well 
done, &c. 



AN AS T ASI AS ABBAS. 



NOW Jofephus, a Je wi(h author, fays of Chrift, 
that he was a juft and good man, (hewn and de- 
clared fo to be by Divine Grace, who gave aid to 
many by ligns and miracles, 



FRECULPHUS. 



JOSEPHUS, in the 1 8th book of his Antiquities, 
moft exprefsly acknowledges that Chrift was (lain 
by the Pharifees, on account of the greatnefs of his 
miracles ; that John the Baptift was truly aprophetj 
and that Jerusalem was demoliftied on account of 
the daughter of James theApoftle. Nay, he wrote 
concerning our Lord after this manner : 44 At that 
time there was Jefus, a wife man, if it be reafonable 
to call him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, and a teacher of thofe who willingly receive 
the truth. He had many followers, both of the 
Jews and Gentiles. He was alfo believed to be 
Chrift. And when, through the envy of our prin- 
cipal men, Pilate had condemned him to the crofs, 
thofe who loved him at firft perfevered. Now he 
appeared to them on the third day alive, as the 
oracles of the prophets had foretold many of thefe 
and other wonderful things concerning him. And 
the fed: of Chriftians, fo named from him, are not 
extindt at this day." 



JOHANNES M A L £ L A. 



FROM that time began the deftruction of the 
Jews,as [ofephus, the philofopher of the Hebrews, 
hath written ; who alfo faid this, <c that, from the 
time the Jews crucified Chrift, who was a good and 



w 

I HAVE read the treatileof Jofephus about the 
univerfe ; the title of which I have elfewhere read 
tobe^ ©f the fubftance of the univerfe. It is con- 
tained in two very fmall treatifes. He treats of the 
origin of the world in a brief manner. He fpeaks, 
however, of the divinity of Chrift in a way much 
refemblingours, declaring, that the lame name of 
Chrifts belongs to him ; and writes concerning him, 
in general, in a manner that cannot be juftly cen- 
fured. The phrafeology of this trcatife does not 
at all differ from his other works. Belides, others 
have written on the fame fubject. 

Herod, the Tetrarch of Galilee, atad of Perasa, the 
fon of Herod the Great,fellinlove,as Jofephus fays, 
with the wife of his brother Herod, whofe name was 
Herodias, the grand-daughter of Herod the Great, 
by his fon Ariftobulus, whom he had {lain. Agrippa 
was alfo her brother. Now Herod took her away 
from her hufband, and married her. This is he that 
flew John the Baptift, that great man, the fore- 
runner of Chrift, being afraid (as Jofephus fays) 
left he fliould raife a fedition among his people ; for 
they all followed thedireCtions of John, on account 
of the excellency of his virtuet 



MACARIUS. 

* 

JOSEPHUS, aprieft of Jerufalem, and one that 
wrote with truth the hiftory of the Jewifli affairs, 
bears witnefs that Chrift .was incarnate and cru- 
cified, and the third day arofe again, w hofe writings 
aredepofitedin the public library. Since, therefore, 
the writer of the Hebrews hath given this tefti- 
mony concerning Our Lord and Saviour in his 
own books, what defence can there remain for un- 
believers ? 



S U I D A S. 

WE have found Jofephus, who hath written 
about the taking of Jerufalem, (of whom Eufebius 
makes frequent mention in his Ecclefiaftical Hif- 
tory,} faying openly, in his memoirs of the cap- 
tivity, that Jefus officiated in the temple with the 
priells. This we have found Jofephus faying, a 
man of ancient times, and not very long after the 
apoftles, &c. 



SOPHRONIUS. 

JOSEPHUS, the Jew, that lover of truth, fpeaks 
of the forerunner of Chrift, and of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift. In the i8th book of his An- 
tiquities, he openly acknowledges, that Chrift was 
flain by the Jews on account of the greatnefs of his 
miracles ; and that John the Baptift was truly a pro- 
phet ; and that Jerufalem was demolifhed on ac- 
count of the (laughter of James the apoftle. 



CEDRENUS. 



JOESPHUS does, indeed, write concerning John 
the Baptift as follows : " Sonic of the Jews thought 
that the deftru&ion of Herod's army came from 
God, and that he was puniflied very juftly for the 
punifhmenthehad infli&ed on John, that was called 
the Baptift ; for Herod flew him that was a good 
man, and exhorted the Jews to exercife virtue, both 
by righteoufnefs towards one another, and piety to- 
wards God, and fo to come to baptifm." But as 
concerning Chrift, the fame Jofephus fa ys, u That, 
about that time, there was Jefus, a wife man, if it 
be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, and a teacher of fuch men as re- 



righteous man, (that is, if it be fit to call fuch a one ceive the truth with plcafure ; for that ChriR drew 



a man, and not a God,) the land of Judasa was never 
free from trouble." Thefe things the famejofephus, 
the Jew, hath related in his writings. 



over many even from the Gentiles, whom, when Pi- 
late had crucified, thofe who at firft loved him, did 
ot leave ofl- to preach concerning him j for he ap- 
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appeared to them the third day alive again, as the 
Divine prophets had teftified, and fpoken thefe 
and other wonderful things concerning him. 

We will produce Jofephus himfelf for a witnefs, 
who was one of the iedfc of the Jews. Confider the 
love of truth that was in this man, who, although 
he were a Jew, yet he did not permit himfelf to fol- 
low the jewifli evalions and falfhoods. 



THEOPHYLACTUS. 

THE city of the Jews was taken, and the wrath 
of God was kindled againft them : as alfo Jofephus 
witneffes that this came upon them on account of 
the death of James. 



ALEXANDRIAN CHRONICLE. 

JOSEPHUS relates, in the 1 8th book of his An-^ 
tiquities, that John the Baptift, that holy man, 
was beheaded at the inftigation of Herodias, the 
wife of Philip. For Herod had divorced his 
former wife, who was ftili alive, and had been his 
lawful wife. She was the daughter of Aretas, king 
of Arabia Petrea. When, therefore, Herod had 
taken Herodias away from her hufband, while he was 
yet alive, (on whofe account he (lew John,) Aretas 
made war againft him becaufehisdaughter had been 
difhonourably treated. In this war, he fays, that all 
Herod's army was deftroyed ; and that he fuffered 
that calamity becaufe of the wickednefs he had been 
guilty of againft John. The fame Jofephus relates, 
that Herod loft his kingdom on account of Hero- 
dias, and that with her he was banifticd, Sec. 

Now that Our Saviour taught and preached three 
years is demonftrated both by other reafonings, as 
alfo out of the Holy Gofpels, and out of the wri- 
tings of Jofephus, who was a wife man among the 

Hebrews, &c. 

Jofephus, in the t8th book of the Jcwifh Antiqui- 
ties, writes, that, after Annas, there were three 
high-priefts, Jfhmael, the fon of Baphi, and Elea- 
zar, the fon of Ananus, and Simon, the fon of Ca- 
niathus, &c. 

Jofephus alfo relates, in the 7tb book of thejewifh 
War, that Jerufalem was taken in the fecond year 
of Vefpafian, and many years after they had dared 
to put Jefus to death : in which time he fays, that 
Tames- the brother of Our Lord, and bifliop of Je- 
rufalem, was thrown down from the temple, and 
flain by Honing. 



Z O N A R A S. 

* 

THERE alfo you have an abridgment of all 
that Jofephus wrote concerning Our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift and John the Baptift. 

Jofephus wrote thus concerning this John, that 
Herod Hew him who was a good man/ and ex- 
horted the Jews to exercife virtue,both as to righte- 
oulhels towards one another, and piety towards 
God, and fo to come to baptifm ; for by that means 
the waflmig with water would be acceptable to 
him. Now Herod, who feared left the great influ- 
ence John had over the people might put it in his 
power to raifc a rebellion, (for they feemed ready 
to do any thing lie Ihould advife,) thought it heft, 
by putting him to death, to prevent any niifchief 
lie might cuufc, and not to bring himfelf into dif- 
ficulties by (paring a man who might make him re- 
pent of it when it Ihould be too late. Accordingly 
he was fent a pri loner, out of Herod's fufpicion* to 
?tflac!ucrus, and there put to death. Now the Jews 
had an opinion that the deftruclion of the army was 
fent as a puniihmcnt upon Herod, and a mark of 
God's difpleafure to him. 

About this lime alfo did Our Lord Jefus Chrift 
appear in Judaea, concerning whom Jofephus, in 
No. 



* 

the 18th book of his Antiquities, fays thus : cc Now 
there was about this time a wife man, if it be law- 
ful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonder- 
ful works, a teacher of fuch men as receive the 
truth with pleafurc. Hfr drew over to him many of 
the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was the 
Chrift. And when Pilate, at the fuggeftion of the 
principal men among us, had condemned him to 
the crofs, thofe that loved him at firft did not for- 
fake him ; for he appeared to them the third day 
alive again, as the Divine prophets had faid thefe 
and many other wonderful things concerning him. 
And the tribe of Chriftians, fo named from him, 
arenot extind: at this day /* Thefe things Jofephus 
wrote in his Antiquities concerning Chrift. 

Johannes Sariburienfis, Pctrus Comcftor, Gor- 
fridus Vitcrbienlis, and Vincentius Bellowacenfis, 
all add their teftimonies concerning Jofephus in 
words to the fame effett. 



G L Y C A S. 

THEN did Philo and Jofephus flourifli. The 
laft was ftiled the lover of truth, becaufe he 
commended John, who baptized our Lord, and be- 
caufe he bore witnefs that Chrift, in like manner, 
was a wife man, and the doer of great miracles, and 

that after he was crucified he appeared the third 
day. 



NICEPHORUS CALLISTUS. 



us, that Herod loft his kingdom on ac- 



NOW this (concerning Herod the Tetrarch) is 
attefted to, not only by the book of the Holy Gof- 
pels, but by Jofephus, that lover of truth, who alfo 
makes mention of Herodias, his brother's wife, 
whom Herod had taken from him, while he was 
alive, and married, having divorced his former 
lawful wife, who was the daughter of Aretas, king 
of Arabia Petrea. On whofe account alfo, when 
he had llain John the Baptift, Aretas made war up- 
on him, becaufe his daughter had been difhonoura- 
bly ufed. In which war he relates, that all Herod's 
army was deftroyed, and that he fuffered this on 
accountof the moft unjuft Daughter of John. He 
alfo adds, that John was a moft righteous man. 
Moreover, he makes mention of his baptifm, agree- 
ing in all points thereto relating to the gofpel. He 
alfo informs 

count of Herodias, with whom alfo he was con- 
demned to be baniflied to Vienna, which was their 
place of exile, a city bordering upon Gaul, and ly- 
ing near the utmoft bounds ot the weft However, 
in the 1 8th book of his Antiquities, he fays this 
farther concerning John. 4t Some of the Jews 
thought the deftrudtion of Herod's army came from 
God, and that very juftly, as a punifhment for what 
he did againft John, that was called the Baptift. 
For Herod flew him who was a good man, and one 
that exhorted the Jews to exercife virtue and piety 
towards God, and fo to come to baptifm, as by that 
means the wafhing with water would appear ac- 
ceptable to him, when they ufed it not for the 
putting away of fame fins only, but for the purifi- 
cation of the" body, fuppofing ftill that the foul be 
thoroughly purified beforehand by righteoufiiefs. 
Now when many others came in crowds about him, 
(for they were greatly moved by hearing his 
words,) Herod was afraid that his great power of 
perfuaAon might tend to fedition, for they feemed 
difpofed to do every thing he ftiould advife them 
to. He fuppofed it better to prevent any attempt 
at innovation from him by cutting him off, than 
that fuch change fhould be brought about, and 
the public fuffered to repent of that negligence. 
Accordingly he was font a prifoncr, out of He- 
rod's fufpicious temper, to the caftle of Machns- 
rns, and there flain. 99 This is alio the account 

of Jofephus, 



This writer concurs 
tcftimony of Jofephus 
Jefus Chrift. 



with the foregoing in his 
concerning Our Saviour 
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<x Y 



The TESTIMONIES ot JOSEPHUS, &c. 



II AUDM ANNUS SCHEDEL1US. 

JOSEPHUS, the Jew, who was called Flavius, 
a pried, and the Ton of Matthias, a prieft of that 
nation, a nioSt celebrated hiltorian, and very ikilful 
in many things, was certainly a good man, of 
excellent character, and one who had the higheft 
opinion of Chrift. 



P L A T I N A. 



I SHALL avoid mentioning what Chrift did, 
until the thirtieth year of his age, when he was bap- 
tized by John, the fon of Zacharias ; becaufe not 
only the Gofpels and Epiftles are full of thofe a<fts 
which he performed in the mod excellent man- 
ner, but fuch books as are quite remote from his 
way of living and adting. Flavius Jofephus him- 
felf, who wrote twenty books of Jewifh Antiqui- 
ties in the Greek language, when he had proceeded 
as far as the Emperor Tiberius, fays, c< There was, 
in thofe days, Jefus, a certain wife man, if at leaftit 
be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, and a teacher of men, efpecially 
of fuch as willingly hear the truth. On this oc- 
count he drew over to him many, both of the Jews 
and Gentiles. He was Chrift. But when Pilate, 
inftigated by the principal men of our nation, had 
decreed that he fhould be crucified, yet did not 
thofe that loved him from the beginning forfake 
him. Befides, he appeared to them, the third day 
after his death, alive, as the divinely infpiredpro- 
phetshad foretold, that thefeand many other mira- 
cles fhould come to pafs about him. And the fa- 
mous name of Chriftians taken from him, as well 
as their fed, do ftill continue in being." 

The fame Jofephus alfo affirms, that John the 

Baptift was a true prophet, and on that account 



efteemed by men in general ; that he was (lain by 
Herod, the fon of Herod the Great, a little before 
the death of Chrift, in thecaftle of Macluvrus ; and 
that this cruel order was given by Herod at the infti- 
gationof Herodias, the lifter of Agrippa, and the 
wife of his brother Philip, whom he had inceftuoully 
married. 



TRITHEMIUS, the ABBOT. 

JOSEPHUS, the Jew, although he continued to 
be a Jew, did frequently commend the Chriftians, 
and, in the 18th book of his Antiquities, vVrote 

down an eminent teftimony concerning Our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 

Whether Trithemius found more paflages con- 
cerning the Chriftians in his copies of the genuine 
works of Jofephus now or formerly extant, or 
afcribed the book concerning the univerfe to him, 
and therein met with other commendations of the 
Chriftians that were in his genuine works, cannot 
now be determined. So, far, however, is plain, that 
this very learned abbot, who affirms that Jofephus 
frequently commended the Chriftians, had more 
teftimonies, in the works he believed to be Jofe- 
phus^, to this purpofe, than we are atprefent ac- 
quainted with. Which feems to have been the cafe 
of Origen, Eufebius, the author of the Alexan- 
drian Chronicle, Suidas, and Theophyladlus, as ap- 
pears in our quotations out of them. 

More quotations from the moftrefpe&able writers 
might be adduced, fuch as the Latin Veriion from 
Haimo, Anonymus Bambergenlis, Conradus Ur- 
fpergenfis, Albertus Stadenfis, &c.&c. mentioned 
by Fabricius, all which authors cite the fame tefti- 
mony concerning Chrift ; but as we prefume thofe 
already quoted are fufficient to fatisfy the candid 
and impartial reader, we pafs them over to obviate 
a tedious prolixity. 






OBSERVATIONS 



FROM THE 



OREGOING EVIDENCES 



AND 



CITATIONS. 




I. 



THE ftyle of all thefe original teftimonies 
belonging to Jofephus is exatftly the ftyle 
of the fame Jofephus, and efpecially his 
ftyle about thofe parts of his Antiquities 
wherein we find thefe teftimonies. His teftimonies 
concerning John the Baptift and James the Juft, 
have been rendered equally undeniable as that con- 
cerning Chrift. 

II. 

. ■ 

THE claufes in Jofephus concerning John the 
Baptifl: and James the Juft, efpecially thofe in all 
our pre! exit copies, as well as thofe cited from their 
copies by the ancients, are plainly and undeniably 
genuine. One writer feems defirous of fettingafide 
that concerning John the Baptift, though exprefsly 
quoted by Origen himfelf out of Jofephus ; but 
finee he hardly produces any thing like an argu- 
ment to fupport his pretence, I fhall take no far- 
ther notice of it. 



III. 



THESE teftimonies therefore, being cojifefledly 
and undeniably written by Jofephus himfelf, it is 
next to impoflible that he fliould wholly omit fome 
teftimony concerning Jefus Chrift. Nay, while his 
teftimonies of John the Baptift, and of James the 
Juft, are fohonourable, and give themfuch refpect- 
able characters, his teftimony of Chrift can be no 
other than very honourable, or fuch as afforded 

Could the very fame 
author, who gave fo full and advantageous a cha- 
racter of John the Baptift, the forerunner of Jefus 
of Nazareth, (all whofe difciplcs were by him di- 
rected to that Jefus of Nazareth as to the true Me fe- 
llah, and all whofe difciplcs became afterwards his 
difciples,) omit tofpeakhonourably of that Jefus of 
Nazareth himfelf? and this in the hiftory of thofe 
very times in which he was born, lived, and died ? 
This is a 1 mo ft incredible. 



him a ftill greater character. 



Further ; could the very fame author, who gave 

advantageous a character of James the Juft, and 



this under the very appellation of James, the bro- 
ther of Jefus, who was called Chrift, which James 
was one of the principal difciples, or apoftles, of 
this Jefiis Chrift, and had been many years the only 
Chriftian bifliop of the believing Jews of Judsea 
and Jerufalem, in the very days, and in the very 
country of this writer ; could he, I fay, wholly 
omit, nay, could he withhold, a very honourable 
account of Jefus Chrift himfelf, whofe difciple and 
bifhop this James moft undoubtedly was? This is 
alfo almoft incredible. 



IV. 

THE famous claufe in this teftimony of Jofe- 
phus concerning Chrift, " This was Chrift, or the 
Chrift," clearly points out that this Jefus was dif- 
tinguifhed from all others of that name, of which 
there were not a few, as mentioned by Jofephus 
himfelf, by the addition of the other name of 
Chrift ; or that this perfon was no other than he 
whom all the world knew by the name of Jefus 
Chrift, and his followers by the name of Chrif- 
tians. 



V. 



J 



clare himfelf openly a Chriftian, yet he could not 
poffibly believe all that he afferts concerning Jefus 
Chrift, unlefs he were fo far a Chriftian as the Jew- 
ifhNazarenes,or Ebionites, then were, who believed 
Jefus of Nazareth to be the true Meffiah, without 
believing that he was more than a man ; who^alfo 
believed the neceffity of the obfervation of the ce- 
remonial law of Moles, in order to falvation for all 
mankind ; which were the two main points of thofe 
Jewifli Chriftians faith, though in oppofition to all 
the apoftles of Jefus Chrift in the firft century, and 
in oppofition to the whole Catholic Church of Chrift 
in the following centuries. It feems then toappear 
that Jofephus v/as, in his own mind and conference, 
only a Nazarene, or Ebionite Jew ifli Chriftian ; and 
itisobfervable,that his entire teftimony, and all that 

he fays of John the Baptift and of James, as well as 



() li S E II V A T I O N S, Sec. 



hh abfohite Iilcncc about all the reft of thcapoftlcs, 
exactly agrees with him under that character, and 
no other* VV C all know that the thoufands of Jews 
who believed in Chrift (Acts xxi. ao.) in the firft: 
century, were all zealous of the ceremonial law; 
and by confcqucncc, if there were any rcafon to 
think our jofephus to be, in any fenfe, a believer or 
a ChrilHan, as from thefe tcllimonies there are very 
great ones, all thefe, and all other reafons, could 
not but confpirc to allure us lie was no other than a 
Nazarcncj or Lbionite Chriftian. 

VI. 

SINCE therefore Jofephus appears to have been, 
in his own mind and conference, no other than a 
Nazarcnc, or Ebionitc Chriftianjand by confcqucnce 
with them rejected all our Greek gofpels and Greek 
books of the New Tcftamcnt, and received only the 
Hebrew gofpcl of the Nazarenes, or Ebionitcs,. we 
ought alfo to have that Nazarcne or Ebionitc gof- 



pcl, with the other Nazarenc or Ebionitc fragments 
in view, when we con lit! cr any palfagcs of Jofephus 
relating to Chrift, or to Chriltianity . Thus, lince 
that gofpcl omitted all that is in the beginning of 
ourSt. Matthew's and St. Luke's gofpels, and be- 
gan with the minillry of John the Baptift, in which 
fir ft parts of the gofpcl hiftory arc the accounts of 
the (laughter of the infants, and of tlie emolument 
or taxation under Auguftus C;vfar and Herod, it 
is no matter of wonder that jofephus has not taken 
care particularly and clearly toprefcrve thole hifto- 

ries. 

Th us when we find that Jofephus calls James, the 
brother of Chrift, by tlie name of James the Juft, 
and defcribes him as a molt juft or righteous man 
in an efpecial manner, we are to remember, that 
fuch is his name and character in the gofpcl accord- 
in &• to the Hebrews, and the other Ebionitc re- 
mains ot Hegedppus, but no where clfc. 

Xor are we tofuppofe they herein referred to any 
other than that righteoufnels which was by thejew- 
iih law, wherein St. Paul, (Philip, iii. 6.) before he 
embraced Chriftianity, profeffed himfelf to have 
been blamclefs. Thus when Jofephus, with other 
Jews, aicribed the miferies of that nation under 
Yefpalian and Titus, with the cleft ruction of Jeru- 
falem, to the barbarous murder of James tlie Juft, 
we nuift remember what we learn from the Ebionitc 
fragments of Hcgeiippu >, that thefe Ebionitcs in- 
terpreted a prophecy of Ifaiah, as foretelling this 
very murder, and the e on let] u cut miferies : 14 Let 
us take away the juft one, fur he is unprofitable to 
us ; therefore ihall they eat the fruit of their own 
way 



though he docs not here directly quote them, yet 

docs he fecin to me to allude to this very tcftiinony 
in them concerning our Saviour, when he affirms, 
in this place, toTrypho, the Jew, that " his nation 
originally knew that Jcfus was rifen from the dead, 
and afcended into heaven, as the prophecies did 
forctel was to happen." Nor, indeed, does he feem 
tome to have any thing clfc particularly in his view, 
but thofc claufcs of this very tcftimony, where Jo- 
fephus fays, that " jcfus appeared to his followers 
alive the third day after his crucifixion, as the Di- 
vine prophets had foretold thefe and other wonder- 
ful things concerning him." I mult leave this ap- 
plication to the impartial reader's own coniidera- 
tion. 

The next author I have quoted for Jofcphus's 
teftimonics of 'John the Baptift, of Jcfus of Naza- 



s. 



Thus when Jofephus fays, as we have feen, that 
the molt equitable citizens of Jerufalem, and thofc 
that were moft zealous of the law, wcro very un- 
eafv at tlie 



demuatiou of this James, and fume 
of his friends, or fellow Chriftians, by the high- 
prielt, and lauhedrim, and declares that lie himlelf 
was one of thofc Jews who thought the (hocking 
calamities of that nation effects of the Divine ven- 
geance for the murder of this fames, we may ealilv 
fee thofc opinions could only be the opinions of 
converted Jews orEbionitcs. The high-pricft and 
fanhedrim, who always pcrfecutcd the Chriftians, 
and the body of thofc unbelieving Tews who arc 
iuppofed to i alter for murdering this James, could 



not furelv be of that opinion. Thus laltlv, when 
Jofephus is cited in Suidas, is affirming that Jcfus 
officiated with the prieftsiu the temple, this account 
is by no means difagreeablc to the pretentions of 
the Ebi'Jnites ; Hegelippus, the Ebionitc, allirming 
the very fame tiling of James the Juft* 

1 have already made fume obfervations on the fa- 
moiio teftimony concerning or Saviour in Jofephus 
frouiTacitu-i. The next author 1 have alledgcd for 
it is J u i tin .Martyr, one fo nearly coeval with Jo- 
fephus, that he might be born about the time when 
he wrote his Antiquities. Juftin clfcwhere appeals 
to the fame Antiquities by that very name ; and 



reth, and of James tlie Juft, is Origen, who is, in- 
deed, allowed, on all hands, to have quoted him for 
his excellent characters of John the Baptift, and of 
James the Juft 3 but whole fuppofed Iilcncc about 
this tcftimony concerning Chrift, is ufually alledgcd 
as the principal argument agaiuft its being genuine; 
and particularly as to the claufe tl This was the 
Chrift and that, aswc have fcen,becaufe he tw ice 
allures us t hat, in his opinion, Jofephus did not him- 
felf acknowledge Jcfus for Chrift. As to this lat- 
ter claufe 1 have toobfervc, that Jofephus did not 
lu re, in writing to Greeks and Romans, mean any 



fuch thing by thefe words as Jews and Chriftians 
naturally undcrlland by them. I have alfo to oh* 
fcrvc, that all the ancients allow Hill with Origen, 
that Jofephus did not, in the [ewith and Chriltian 
fenfe, acknowledge Jclus for the true Melliah, or the 
true Chrift of flod, notw ithltauding their exprefs 
quotation of that claufe in Jofephus as genuine. .So 
that unlels we fuppofe Origen to have had a diffe- 
rent notion ofthefc words from all t lie other anci- 
ents, wc cannot conclude from this affertion, that' 
he had not thofc words in his copy. However, it 
fecms to me, that Origen affords us four fc\ eral in- 
dications that the main parts, a: lcaft, of this tcfti- 
mony itfclf were in hU copy. 

ift. When Origen introduces the teftimonv of fo- 
fephus concerning James the f nil , that he thought 
tlie miferies of the Jew u ere an inilam r of the Di- 
vinc vengeance on that nation for putting \ nr.', to 
death iultead of Jcfu*, h" i:1f* ..a c \p:\ :][. :j im w ,*v 
ncccilurv to his purpolc, nor ot...lioiuil «»\ .mi'v 
words of lofephus their : 1 :nc an tl.it the had fi.dit 
k< That Chrift which "a> fo:ri. hi in ;he proper- 
ties. " Whence t ould ti .it v\\u dh»:i t t m- into Ori- 
gcn\ mind, whe n he wa* quoting .1 t< f. i.r.«»;i> from 
Jofephus concerning the bn.: h* r of Chi ill," from 
his remembrance of a el. rale in : he teltir.ionv of the 
fame JolVphus c once ruin *; Chrilt !ii inlV it", that 44 the 
prophets h.ul foretold his »!c it!i and ; < fin rr «'t utn% 



and m:n 1 v otlur woiult ri u! thin " 

r -» 



v *oiu . 1 iung i..m: 



idl \. Whv wns Oiigen fo furpr : /.cd :.; Jo- 
fcphu^'s af» i iliing the cU-tt ru« ; ;o:i i t Icral ilrm to 
the Jews xiiurileriug of |amrs the Juft. and not to 
their murdering of Jcfus, ;is we have fern he was, 
if he had not known that Jofephus h :d Ipoken of 
Jcfus and his death before ; and that he had a vcrv 
good opinion of Jcfus, which vet he could learn in 
no way lb authentic as from this trllimonv : Nor do 
the words he ufes, that foiej>hus was " remote from 
the truth/' perhap ; alitnle to anv tiv.nr ellc htU 
this vrrv tcftiinony before us. 

Jelly How came Origen, upon 1 lligfit occallon, 
when he had iult let down that lellimonv of Jofe- 
phus concerning James t iir hilt, tiir brother of 
Jcfus, who was called Chrift, to fu th.i t, It mav 
he ipicllionetl whethcrthe Jew s t hought Jcfus to he 
a man, or w liellier thev did not fuppofe* hirn to he 
a being of a diviner kind : ,f Thi •ppeirs fo vrrv like, 
thofc cl. :ules of thi* trilimon, i;i Jolrptm^. thnt 
11 Jcfus was a wife man, if it In: lawful to e. ill him 
a m in," that it i> high I v pr.jl ' »1 c Origen thrrehv 
alluded to them. \o*l this i^ more to be de- 

pended on, becaufe all t'n* unbelieving |e v<, ami 
all the fell (jf the \a/ ire ue It ^ , . t llceineil h las 



OBSERVATIONS, &c 



with one eoufcut, as a mere man, the Con of Jofeph 
and Mary ; and it is not, I think, portable toproducc 
any one Jew Lat Jofephus, who fays any thinglike 
his being more than human, or, according to the 
import of his words, a u Divine perfon/' I'take 
this argument to be a very forcible one, butfubmit 
it to the conlideration of the judicious. 

4. Why does Origcn affirm twice fo exprefsly, 
that cv Jofcphus did not himfelf own in the Jewifti 
and Chriftian fenfe, that Jefus was Chrift*, "not with- 
Itanding his quotations out of him are eminent 
tcftimonics for John the Baptift, his forerunner, 
and for James the Juft, his brother, and one of his 
principal difciples ; There is no paflage in all Jo- 
fcphus fo likely toperfuade Origen of this, as in the 
famous tcftimony before us ; wherein, as he and all 
the antients understood it, he was called Chrift, the 
common name whence the feft of Chriftians was 
de-rived : and where he all along fpeaks of thofe 
Chriftians, as a fc£t then in being, whofe author 
was a wonderful perfon, and his followers great 
lovers of him and of truth, yet as fuch a fe<£t as he 
had not joined himfelf to. Nor can I devife any 
other reafon but this, and parallel language of Jo- 
fcphus clfewherc, when he (peaks of James, or the 
brother, not of Jefus who was Chrift, but of Jefus 
who wasrrt//^ Chrift, that could fo naturally induce 
Origcn and others to be of that opinion. 

IX. 

AS to that great critic Photius, in the ninth 
century, who is fuppofed not to have had this tcf- 
timony in his copy of Jofephus, or elfe to have 
cftccmcd it fpurious. becaufe in his extracts from 
the Antiquities of Jofephus it is not exprefbly men- 
tioned, I cannot withhold furprizc that a fe&ion, 
which had been cited out of the copies of Jofephus 
all aloug, before the days of Photius, as well as it 
has been ail along cited out of them Once his days, 
ihould be fuppofed not to be in his copy, becaufe he 
docs not dirc&ly mention it in certain fhort and 
impcrfcA extracts, no way particularly relating to 
fuch matters. Thofc who lay a ftrefs on this filence 
of Photius, feem to have attended little to the na- 
ture and brevity of thofc extra&s. They contain 
little ornothing, as hein effect profeflfes at their en- 
trance, but what concerns Antipater, Herod the 
Great, his brethren and family, with their exploits, 
til! the days of Agrippa the younger, and Cumanus, 
govcrnor'of JudaM, fifteen years after the death of 
Our Saviour ; without one word of Pilate, or what 
happened under his government, which yet was the 

only proper place in which this teftimony could 
come to be mentioned. However, fince Photius 
feems therefore, as we have feen, tofufpect the trca- 
tife of the univerfc afcribed by fome to Jofephus, 
becaufe it fpeaks highly of the divinity of Chrift, 
this hears a jjreat fcmblance of his knowledge and 
belief of fome what real in the fame Jofephus, that 
fpokr of him in an inferior manner, which could 
hardlv he any other paifagc than this tcftimony be- 
fore us And lincc, as wchavcalfo feen, when he 
(peaks of the Jewifli hiftory of Juftus of Tiberias, 
as infected with the prejudices of thejews,in taking 
no manner of notice of the advent, the a&s and the 
miracles of Jefus Chrift, while yet he never once 
fpeaks thus of Jofephus himfelf, this moft naturally 
implies alfo, that there was not the like occalion 
here as there ; but that Jofephus had not wholly 
omitted that advent, thofe acls or miracles, which 
\ ct lie has done every where elfe, in the books feen 
by Photius, as well as uftus of Tiberias, but in 
this famous tcftimony before us. So that it is moft 
probable Photius not only had this teftimony in 
his copy, hut alio believed it to be genuine. 

X. 

AS to the filence of Clement of Alexandria, who 
cites the Antiquities of Jofephus, but never cites any 
of the tcftimonics now heforcus, it cannot be deem- 
ed a matter of wonder, lincc he never cites Jofephus 



it but once, and that for a point of chronology only, 
I to determine bow many year* had palled from tfic 
I days of Mofcs to the days of Jofephus ; fo that his 

I filence may almoft as well be alledged againft an 

II hundred other remarkable paflages in Jofephus as 
againft thefc before us* 

XI. 

II NOR does the like filence of Tertullian imply 

|l that thefe teftimonies, or any of them, were not in 
|| the copies of his age. Tertullian never once hints 
|| at any treatifes of Jofephus, but thofe againft Apion 
|| and that in general only for a point of chronology, 
II Nor does it afiy where appear that Tertullian ever 
faw any of the writings of Jofephus befides ; and it 
J is far from certain thathe ever fa w thefe. Hehad 

I particular occalion, in his difpute with the Jews, to 

II quote Jofephus above any other writer, to prove the 
|| completion of the prophecies of the OldTeftament 
|| in the deftru&ion of Jefufalein, and the miferies of 
|| the Jews at that time, of which he there difcourfes ; 
|| yet does he never once quote him upon that folemn 

I occalion. So that it rather feems that Tertullian 

II never read the Greek Antiquities of Jofephus, nor - 
j| his Greek books of the Jewifli Wars. Nor is this 

I at all ftrange in Tertulian, a Latin writer, that 
H lived in Africa ; by none of which African writers 
I is there any one claufe that I know of cited out of 
|| any of the writings of Jofephus. Nor is it worth 

I while, in fuch numbers of poiitive citations, to 

II mention the filence of other later writers, as being 

J hereof very fmallconfequence. 

f To eoncliide, the moft doubtful of all thefe tef- 
I timonies, as has been of late fuppofed, I mean that 
I concerning Our Saviour Chrilt, is attefted to for 
I genuine, as we have been by the plain reference of 
Tacitus, by the probable reference of Juftin Mar- 
1 tyr, about the middle of the fecond century ; by 
I the more probable reference of Origen, about the 
J middle of the third ; by a double exprefs citation 
I of it by Eufcbius, in the former part of the fourth ; 
I by a loofe verfion of it out of Jofephus, by Am- 
J brofe, or Hegifippus, foon after it in the fame cen- 
| tury ; by the exprefs Latin tranfeript made by Ru- 
I finus, in his verfion of the Ecclefiaftical Hiltory ; 
by another exprefs Latin verfion of it out of Jofe- 
phus, by Hierony mus, or Jerome ; and a Greek ver- 
fion of that Latin verfion ; and by bis learned friend 
Sophronius ; all three about the end of the fourth, 
or beginning of the fifth century. 

We have it alfo fet down by Ifidorus of Pelufium, 
the fcholar of Chryfoftom, and Sogemeuus, the ec- 
clefiaftical hiftorian, both early in the fifth century. 
CafTiodorusalfo, and his friend, fuppofed to be Epi- 
phanius Scholafticus, gives us two Latin verfions of 
it early in the iixth century* We have the fame 
teftimony plainly, though briefly, cited by Anafta- 
iius, the abbot, in the eighth century. We have 
Jerome's verfion of it repeated by Freculphus Lexe- 
vienfis; the whole fet down in Greek bv Hamar- 
tolus, and by one Macarius, both in or about the 
ninth century \ belides the imperfedt copy of part 
of it, by Malela, the chronologer, and the probable 
allulion to it by Photius, both in the fame ninth 
century. We have Sophronius's Greek verfion of 
Jerome's Latin verfion repeated by Suidas, about 
the tenth century. We have an almoft compleat 
copy of it given us by Cedrenus, in the eleventh 
century. We have a ftill more compleat copy of it 
given us by Zonoras, the fubftance of it, three 
copies of Rufinus's Latin verfion out of the Greek 
of Eufcbius, by Joannes Sarriherrienfis, Gottrhdv 
Viterbienlis, and Petrus Comeftor, all in the twelfth 
, century. We have another copy of Rufinus's La- 
tin verfion, bv Vinccntius Bellovaccnlis in the thir- 
teenth century. We have a compleat copy of it in 
Nicophorus Cailiftus, in the fourteenth century . 
We have alfo a clear reference to it in Hardma- 
norus Schedelius, and a new Latin verfion of it in 

IPlatina, and a full reference to it in Trithemius, the 
J learned abbot, in the fifteenth century > all which 
,j evidence has been produced at large. To fay no- 
[[ thing of the old Latin verfion, as repeated by Hai- 

mo in the ninth, and Cenradus Urfpergenfis, and 
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AlbertusStadenfis, in tltc thirteenth century, which 
though not transcribed, arc to bccftcemcd real con- 
firmations of all the former allegations. This, as 
we have abundantly proved, has been the cafe of 
this testimony, in all the paft ages of Chriftianity, 
and in all the fcvcral countries of Europe, during 
the firlt fifteen centuries of the church . 

There is alfo another argument in favour of the 
authenticity of this teftimony, belonging to all the 
paft ages, which is ufually overlooked by learned 
Chriftians, though 1 think it no inconfiderable one, 
and that is the contempt all the unbelieving Jews 
have ever fliewn for Jofephus, the beft hiftorian, 
beyond difpute, which their nation ever produced 
after the facred ones. What can be the reafon of 
this contempt of the genuine Greek Jofephus ? 
What the foundation of the fallacious pretence that 
the Hebrew Jofephus was not the genuine Jofephus, 
unlefs it were the teftimonies now under confide- 
ration, and efpecially that concerning Jefus Chrift, 
which bears fo hard upon the unbelieving Jewifh 
nation, ascouldnotbe endured by them ? This muft 
appear to theimpartial worldthe principal caufe of 
their rejecting this excellent author ; nor can I de- 
vife any other probable caufe for this rejection ; 
which, if admitted as the true reafon, the authen- 
ticity of thefe teftimonies, and efpecially of that 
concerning Jefus Chrift, will of courfe alfo be ad- 
mitted to be wholly undeniable. 



Nor are we entirely deftitute of evidence, that, II <c an example of rtie" 



u Antoniu, while they had it written in their own 
u oracles, that their city, and the facred houfc, 
"fhould be taken, when the temple fliould be- 
" come foursquare. But what chiefly excited them 
i€ to* the war, was an ambiguous oracle, that a ccr- 
" tain pcrfon would arife about that time out of 
" their country, who fliould have dominion over 
<c the world. This they took to refer to themfelvcs, 
6i and many of their wife men were deceived by that 
a determination ; while the oracle defigned the 
u dominion of Vefpafian, who was proclaimed 
" emperor when he was in Judaea." 

The other pafTage is in Jofcphus's own fpeech 
to Vefpafian, in the third book of the fame hiftory. 
" You have now in hand Jofephus, a prifoner, and 
c< your prefent view perhaps extends no farther; 
cc but I come toyouas a mefTenger of greater things, 
" Had it not been for this commiffion, I could not 
u have been here at prefent, contrary to the duty of 
" a Jewifh general, alive in the hands of an enemy • 
" Wherefore am I to be fent to Nero, when Vefpa- 
" fian himfelf is fo near the empire, that I can 
" hardly diftinguifh betwixt Vefpafian and the 
u emperor, or Csefar ? Beiides, his fon Titus is to 
" come after him. Keep me clofe as you pleafe, 
cc provided I may be Vefpalian's prifoner, who is 
" not only my mafter, but in effedt Lord of the 
" Univerfe. This is what 1 have in charge to de- 
44 liver ; and whenever 1 fhall be found to ufc the 
Divine authority to countenance a fraud, make 



when this teftimony had been inferted in a manu- 
fcript of Jofephus in Hebrew, whether it were in 
an Hebrew verfion of his Antiquities, or in a later 
Hebrew epitome, fome Jews caufed it to be erafed 
out of it. For fee Itigius's Prolgeomena, and Dr. 
Cave's Hiftoria Literaria, Vol. II. under the par- 
ticular of Jofephus. Thus far concerning the firft 
fifteen centuries before printing began. 

Since printing began, we find this teftimony, I 
think, in every edition, and in every verfion of Jo- 
fepus, in all languages. Nay, fince Gifanius and 
Ouander ftarted that queftionin the 1 6th century, 
and TanquilFaber firft wrote againft it in the 17th 
century, all the remaining manufcripts of Jofephus, 
Eufebius, &c. &c. have been carefully looked into 
and examined, and every one of them have been 
found to contain this teftimony, and almoft every 
one to contain it in its proper place, under the go- 
vernment of Pilate, and that without any confide- 
rable variations. Nor do we difcover that any an- 
cient author from the days of Jofephus to thofe of 
Gifanius, pretended that he knew of any copies in 
any language without it, nor give us the leaft rea- 
fon to fiippofe they fufpedted it, or efteemed it as 
any otherwife than an authority truly certain and 
undeniable. To this muft be added the high pro- 
bability there is, from the undifputed teftimonies 
about John the Baptift and James the Juft, that Jo- 
fephus muft have given us fome fuch teftimony con- 
cerning Chrift, and the very great probability there 
that Jofephus's own private opinion was that of 
the Nazarene, or Eboinite Jewifh Chriftian, with 
which character it very well agrees in every circum- 
fiance. Since, therefore, this is no other than the 
true ftate of the cafe, I think every upright judge, 
that confiders it muft declare, that this teftimony is 
not only evidently and undeniably genuine, but, 
upon the whole, as fully fo as any other claufes or 
fe&ions in the works of Jofephus now extant. 

It will alfo here be butreafonable to vindicate Jo- 
fephus in a point wherein fome late writers have 
dealrvery hardly with him, I mean when they ac- 
cufe him as flattering Vefpafian with being the true 
Meffiah of the Jews. We fhall take the two paf- 
fagesupon which the accufationisbuiltinjofephus's 
own words. The former is in the 6th book of his 
Hiftory of the Jewifh Wars, and runs thus: " If 
" thefe things are duly confidered it will be found 
<€ that God exercifes a providence over mankind, 
u and by -many means difcovers to them before- 
c * hand what is for their prefervation, but that they 
" perifh by their own folly, and their misfortunes 
tc are voluntary. For the Jews made the temple 

c ' foursquare, by the demolition of the Tower of 



Now in all this we have not one word of thofe 
prediclionsrelating to theMeffiah, which Jofephus, 
in hi3 famous teftimony concerning Chrift, declares 
to be very numerous ; but of one only concerning 
the taking of Jerufalem, and the holy houfe, when 
the temple fhould become four fquare ; and one 
only which foretold, that about that time a very 
great potentate fhould arife out of Judasa. This 
laft prediction the other wife men then interpreted 
as one of Jewifh extraction ; but Jofephus of Vefpa- 
fian, who was firft proclaimed emperor when he 
was in Judzea, without the leaft intimation that be 

:ws. All 



thej 



Meffiah of the J 



Meffiah was not only to arife in Judaea, and that of 
Jewifti parents in general, but to be of the feed of 
David, and of the town of Bethlehem, where David 
was to be a great prophet like Mofes, and to come 
peculiarly for the falvation, and not the deftrudtion 
of Ifrael, with many other characters entirely in- 
confident with Vefpafian. To what particular ora- 
cles or predictions Jofephus referred is hard to de- 
termine, fince he does not name them. I fuppofe, 
with R eland, that the firft of them might be Dan.ix. 
16, 17, as then read and interpreted by the Jews j 
as alfo that the fecond was no other than the famous 
prophecy of Balaam, that ct a ftar fliould arife out 



Jofeph 



of Jacob, and a 
xxiv. 17, 18, 19; 
as a true prophet 

Itwillalfobeneceflary here to vindicate the fame 
Jofephus fromanother imputation, which hath been 
laid upon him, viz. that when, in his fecond book 
againft Apion, he makes a comparifon between 
Mofes, the Jewifh legiflator, and Minos, with other 
old Heathen legiflators, he infinuates, " tha t thougl 
Mofes artfully pretended to a Divine revelation for 
the laws he gave the Ifraelites, as did the others as 
to their own laws, yet that this was only in the 
way of a pious fraud, and that he did not himfelf 
believe that any fuch Divine revelation was made 
to him." 

This is I fuppofe a new hypothefis, that our Jo- 
fephus, after all his zeal for Mofes, and for the Mo- 
laic laws, fliould ftill believe him to be no better 
than a dire A cheat and impoftor . And as I fuppofe 
this hypothefis tobe entirely new, fodo I venture to 
affirm, and that upon no fmall acquaintance with 
the writings of Jofephus, that the hypothefis is en- 
tirely falfe, and entirely contrary to the whole drift 
and tenor of Jofephus in all his works* 

Jofephus begins his Antiquities with this moft 
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vi'fvcuii 1 ufcnil obfervation, that Mofes did not aft 
as did the heathen fagcs ; lie did not found a go* 
vcviim^nt oii human contrivance, to be guided by 

political maxims, but laid his foundation on the 
belief of the being, attributes, and providence of 
the one true God, the Creator and governor of the 
whole world, and in the fear of that God being 
deeply imprcficd on the minds of the Ifraelites, 
through a pcrfuafion that he gave them the laws by 
which they were to be governed, and that in con- 
fcqnence, thofe, and only thofe would be miferable 
who broke them, and were under his difpieafure. 

Our hiftorian always appears to give firm credit 
to the mo ft difficult parts of the facred books, and 
ailures yon every Jew was brought up in that pro- 
found veneration for them, and that they were al- 
ways ready to yield up their lives rather than con- 
tradict them. He f till gives his alien t to the fall of 
Adam, to the transitions of Enoch and Elijah, to 
the delugcofNoah,tothelonglivesof thepatriachs, 
to the burning of Sodom, &c. as thofe accounts 
(land in the facred writings ; as alfo to the fcripture 
prophecies, when they frequently .occur, with the 
obfervation of their con (hint competitions all along 
afterwards, even down to his own time. He pleads 
the accuracy of the prophet Daniel's predictions, 
as compared with their completions, and wonders 
how the Epicureans can bear up againft fuch evi- 
dence for a Divine Providence. He thinks Mofes 
fo fully infpired, that he takes the account in Deu- 
teronomy of his death, and unknown place of his 
burial not to have been added by others afterwards, 
as expofitors fince have done, but written by himfelf 
prophetically before-hand. He frequently declares 
his belief in good and bad angels, or demons, and 
their concern with mankind ; as alfo in divine and 
prophetic dreams, fometimes afforded eminent per- 
sons'; and profefles to have had .fuch dreams or di- 
vine communications himfelf; of which we have 
produced a remarkable example. about Ycfpafian's 
fucceflion to the Roman empire, before any j in ju- 
dcea knew the death of Nero himfelf, much lefs of 
the fucceffions and deaths of Galba, Otho, and Vi- 
tellius, who came between them; the truth of 
which is alfo fully attefted by Seutonius and Dio,the 
heathen hiftorians. He has given us a large and .va- 
luable; collection of the moft ancient and authentic 
he ithen teflimonies, ftrongly confirming the truth 
and divinity of the facred books of the Old Tefta- 
mcnt, which he was enabled to do by the vaft num- 
ber of ancient Pagan writers which heperufed and 
quoted. He had, indeed, contrary to the body of 
his own nation* moft liberal notions as to freedom of 
enquiry among all feds whatfoever ; was utterly 
averfe to all tyranny, perfecution, and oppreffion 
of mankind ; and was for giving all fober men of 
every party , liberty to think freely, and fpeak freely , 
for themfelves as they thought proper, withou t tak- 
ing offence at one another. Yet do his fentiments 
always go along with the facred books and the fa- 
cred hiftory. Nay, what is moft of all remarkable, 
this was all faid and done by Jofephus under the 
moft unpromifitig circumftances of himfelf and his 
nation poffible ; or, when Jerufalem, with its tem- 
ple, and temple worfhip,were utterly deftroyed,and 
when he himfelf was become a captive at Rome,un- 
der idolators. At this very time he firmly retained 
his faith in God, in Mofes, and in the prophets ; and 
even then faid plainly, that Daniel, the Jewifli pro- 
phet, had long ago foretold the deftrudtion of Jeru- 
falem, by the Romans, which he faw ; as did Jefus of 
Nazareth interpret that prophet alfo ; Mat. xxiv. 
i,5* Mark xiii. i-U Nay, he farther intimated to 
obferving readers, that the Meiliah of the Jews, 
(or Jefus of Nazareth,) the ftone cut out of the 
mountain in the fame prophet, would in time break, 
that Roman monarchy in pieces, and fet up a better 
kingdom, which fliould endure for ever. 



If any arc fill! offended with Jnfi.-phuft's frequent 
pcrmiflion of his heathen reader;* to determine us 
they fliould think proper concerning many of thofe 
miracles which he relates from the Jewifli Scrip- 
tures, as if he himfelf therefore doubted of their 
truth and reality, which has been, and may be, a 
common objection againft him, I mnft beg liberty to 
adduce, in his vindication the very oppofitc words 
of the faithful, accurate, and judicious Reland, 
who has tlfe following note upon one of jofephus's 
remarkable expreflions of this nature, I mean that 
concerning the miraculous paflagc of the lira elites 
over the Red Sea. The expreffion is, " Let every 
one judge and determine ashcpleafes and this is 
the note : 



cc 
cc 

CC 



" Jofephus (fays Reland) does not by this way of 
(peaking, hgnify that he doubted whether what 
was faid of the paflage of the Ifraelites through 
the Red Sea were true or not, but he only ufes 
thefe words in writing to Gentiles, that if this 
appeared incredible to them, they might enjoy 
their own liberty of belief and not be thereby 
deterred from reading farther \vhtithc was to de- 
liver;, for that lie himfelf did not doubt of this 
is fufficicntly apparent from the manner of his 
narration, and from his own teftimony, that he 
took it out of the facred volumes. He ufes the 
fame expreffion after he had faid, that it was 
falfely believed that Mofes and the Ifraelites were 
expelled Egypt for leprofy. It is thcrefere to be 
inferred, that he intended tofuggeft thisalfo was 
uncertain ? This is no other than the very calum- 
ny which Jofephus himfelf confutes and expofc? 
in his firft book againft Apion. He thus fpcaks, 
when he relates the alcent of Mofes to Mount 
Sinai ; and with the fame conclufion ends his third 
book of Antiquities, where he treats of the di- 
vinity of the laws of Mofes. He alfo ufes the 
fame words where he relates the age of Noah 
which he did in the firft book> and produces ex- 
amples from prophane hiftory, that the' thing 
may appear more probable to the Gentiles. In 
fine, he ufes this expreffion on divers other oc- 
cafions. 

<c But while he is fo frequently wont to intro- 
" duce thisphrafe,ormodeoffpcaking,in his books 
cc of Antiquities, I do not remember that I have 
u once met with them in his books of the Jewifli 
cc Wars. I apprehend thecaufe of his fo frequently 
introducing the expreffions alluded to in the 
books of Antiquities^ to be, that he wrote thofe 
Ct books for the ufc of the Gentiles ; while the 
cc others were for certain written for the ufc of thofe 
" of his own nation that dwelt beyond Euphrates. 
" I might confirm this interpretation from other 
cc writers, but I think I have already rendered the 
" matter plain beyond a doubt." Thus far the 
learned and candid Reland. 
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The observations of this profefTor, where he in- 
timates that Jofephus never ufed the expreffion, 
"Let every onejudge and determine as he pleafes," 
concerning the miracles of the Old Teftament, in 
his feven books of the Wars of the Jews, is certainly 
true ; for having read thofe book^ over feveral 
times with care and attention, the fame obfervation 
has occured to me. 

As to any pretence of forgery, which it has been 
fuppofed fome Catholic Chriftian might here hajrc 
been guilty of with regard to the teftimony of Jo- 
fephus concerning Ghrift, and that as early as the 
days of Lufebius, if not of •Eufebius himfelf, I mu(t 
aver it is the effect of the groffeft ignornr.c? and 
partiality. 
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HOEVER has read, or may be difpofed 
to read the annals of Tacitus, the beft 
writer of his age, mud obferve the great 
regard he had tothehiftory of Jofephus, 
while, though he never names him, as he very rarely 
does any of thofe Roman authors whence be de- 
rives other parts of his hiftory, it yet does appear 
that he refers to the different books of the Jewifh 
Wars, very frequently in the courfe of a few pages, 
and almoft always depends on his accounts of the 
affairs of the Romans and Parthians^as well as of 
the Jews, daring the fpace of upwards ofaoo years, 
to which thofe books extend. 

Speaking of the origin of the Jews, (liber 5. 
cap. 2.) he writes, " There are thofe who report 
" that they were Aflyrians, who, wanting land, 
<c got together, and obtained part of Egypt, and 
cc foon after fettled themfelves in cities of their 
" own in the lands of the Hebrews, and the parts 
<c of Syria that lay nearer to them." This account 
comes neareft the truth of allhis others, and ismoft 
probably derived from Jofephus, though difguifed 
by himfelf. 

Again, (Cap. 3.) 

■ 

" Many authors agree, that when once an infec- 
tious diftemper was arifen in Egypt, and made 
u men's bodies impure, Bacchoris, their king, went 
u to the oracle of Jupiter, (Amnion) and begged 
4C he would grant him fome relief againft this evil, 
and that he was enjoined to purge his nation of 
cc them, and to banifh this kind of men into other 
"♦countries, as hateful to the gods." 

This ftory alfo Tacitus might have out of Jofe- 
phus, who at large confutes the like ftory, as pub- 
iifhed by Lyfimachusand Manethon, in his iftbook 

againft Apion, very particularly obferving, that the 
gods are not angry at bodily imperfc&ions, but at 
wicked piiiclices. 

Again, (Cap. 5.) 



<c grant this piece of flattery to kings, or this kind 
" of honour to emperors." Thefe conceflions were 
to be learned from Jofephus, and almoft only from 
him. Out of whom, therefore, I conclude, Tacitus 
took the fineft part of his character of the Jews. 

1 

Again, (Cap. 6.) 

■ 

ci The limits of Judasa eafterly are bounded by 
u Arabia. Egypt lies on the fouth. Ontheweftarc 
il Phoenicia and the great fea. They have a pro- 
Ci fpedfc of Syria on their north quarter, or at fome 
" diftance from them." See the chronography of 
Jofephus, in the 3d book of the Wars v whence mod 
probably Tacitus framed this abridgement. It 
comes in both authors naturally before Vefpafian's 
firft ca 



paign 



Again, (Cap. 7.) 



" Not far from this lake are thofe plains, which 
" are related to have been, of old, fertile, and to 
" have had many cities full of people." This is 
exadfcly according to Jofephus, and mult have been 
taken from him in the place forecited, and that 
particularly becaufe it is peculiar to him, fo far as 
I know, in all antiquity. Tjie reft thought the 
cities were in the very fame place where now the 
lake is, but Jofephus and Tacitus fay they were ia 
its neighbourhood only. 

(Cap. 8.) 

" In that city (Jerufalem) there was a temple of 
c< immenfe wealth : in the firft parts that were for- 
" tificd is the city itfelf, next it the royal palace. 
" The temple is enclofed in its moft inward acceffes. 
" A Jew can come no farther than the gates ; all 
" but the priefthood are excluded from the thrcA 
" hold." All this is in Jofephus. See his three 
defcriptions of the temple of Jerufalem, Antiq. 
books 8th and 15th. 

(Cap. 10.) 

Upon his death, (CeftiusGallus) whether it came 
44 cities, much lefs in their temples: they never 1 by fate, or that he was weary of life, is uncer- 



Accordingly they have no images in their 
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ain, &c* Jofephus fays nothing 
teftitis : fo Tacitus fecms to hav 



tai 
C 



of the death of II which Petronius was commanded to fct uj> in the 



in particular about it 



have known nothing 



was 
ghdft 



But what of all feemed 16 



<c When Vefpafian was a very voungman, it 
*' promifed him that he fhould^afrivc at t-lie hia 
u pitch of fame. 
" confirm the omen, was his triumphs and conful- 
" jfhips, and the glory of his vi&ory over the Jews. 
" When he had once obtained thefe, he believed 
« it was portended that he fliould come to the 
" empire." Jofephus takes notice, in general, of 
thefe omens of Vfcfpafiafi'fc SdVah^erfee^ft itik 
empire, anddiftirt&y ad_<fif fiia6ttnfdfodrj£attfe:p*b~ 

di&ion of it alfo. Book df the Wars, 3d and 4th. 

(Book 5. Chap. 1.) 



w „ Jutu 

« Csefar was pitched upon by his father to finifli 
" the conqueit of Judasa ; and while he and his fa* 
" ther Were private perfons, Titus was celebrated 
" for his martial condii<ft,anda<fted now withgeater 
" vigour and hopes of reputation; the kind incli- 
** nations both of the provinces ^nd the atfmics ftriv- 
" ing one witi another whfrihoulA moft fenedttfagtf 
» him." Thd chara&er of Titui, in this 1 fe&ott ' 
agrees exadtly with the hiftof y offtffephiis upon all 
occafions ; as do a variety of paflages in the Roman 
with the Jewifti lnftorianv 

» 

Since Suetonius has feveral paffages in common 
with Jofephus and Tacitus* Ifted &t the cfty of 
Rome with them, was about twelve or thirteen years 
younger than Tacitus, and, by corrf<?quence r little", 
more than thirty yeafs younger tbah JofeplitMy it 
anay be worth our while to examine w&ether he 
gives m any indications that hefradt rjsdd ihe'Wo^ks' 

of Jofepfeus or Tacitus. Now we in&y tajke notice 
that " 
he names 

pagan's coining to the empire, andtbuihes both 
upon the Jews and Chr;ftiansr Hd itiforms; us 
that c< Th^ Jews raifed a tumult at'Rtfi^e, under 
Chreftus, in the days of Claudius, and w*dre thence 



Suetonius never names Tacitus-at all ; but the 
araes J-bfephusf ottce£ as hkvmglfoic|t6ld ir WP 



" banifhed by hvm." He fays fartbef, that- <c -N#o> 
<c infli&ed punifhments on tbeCfciftiaris, is a fuper- 
" ftitious-and pernicious fe<St of men! then lately. 
" arifen/' He fays moreover* that "Jofebhus, one 



" of the captive nobility amongft the Jews, did af- 




" till he Was eripttc»r.' r &6 affoTully afteft? to the' 
antiquity and uninterrupted duration- of th^t opi- 
nion, that tc fbmeonewhofhouldarife out of Judcea 
66 at this time fliould obtain the empire overj:he 
a world j" and fuppofev witlf both Jofephus and' 

Tacitus, that <c fuch prediction was fulfilled in a 

" Roman emperor, 19 (Vefpaiiari*) Froteaft^thcfe' 
pafTages it is natural tofuppofethat Suetonius had 
feen Tacitus at leaft, if not Jofephus himfelf, when 
he wrote his* twelve Gaefers-. Yet, bfccaufe' Vfi fup- 
pofes Chreftus to b* alive^ Slid af the ^ead'of a 
Jewifh tumult at Rome Jn the. days ofGlaudius, 

which, one would think, wasimpofliblem^iVy one 
that had read either Jdephusror Tacitus^ Wh'o'both 

atteft that he was put to death hi Juda*^ lindet Ti- 
berias, and becaufe he fays not one word of that 
remarkable hiftory cdnoeamirfg thle ftatuc of Caius, 
No. 46. 



temple at Jerulalcin, which is foexprefs in Tacitus, 
and fo largely fet forth in Jofephus, and of which 
we have another account in the treatife culled Phi- 
lo'sliegatioti to Caitiff rather think he never read-, 
orj Ht leaftj did not .think fit to follow, cither of 
thefe authors/ 

Nor does the reafon appear to me why Suetonius 
fhould, in one placp, write the name of our Saviour 
CAreJi, with the other ancients in the weft, and yet 

write the name of his followers, with Jofephusand 
Tffcfrusjrwitl* tile fffheF JeVfo£ arfd thfe heathens in 
thfc earf, IChriMln*. 

* 

As for that judicious hiftorian Dib CafEus, tho* 
he lived at Rome, andhad many teftimonies of Jo- 
fephus, yet did he not write till the reign of Alex- 
3tHd€i Se^fff^ a&ti gives fo few indications that 
he had ever read Jofephus, that I have no occailon 
to treat here particularly about him. 

With refpedt to Strabo,that excellent geographer 
and hiftorian, he iived about half a century earlier 
thaiiJofephus ? and is feveral times cited by him, and 
therefore could iiot himfelf. fee- the writings of Jo- 
fepiiuy." It may -be worth out notice here, that 

, which Kasj errors Concerning 
Extant, is but ongc cited by Jo- 
fcphu^j britxthat hfishiftories, which are ten times 
cited, are loft, t and fo cannot be corripafid with'.the 
quotations. When Trogus Ppmpeius, who was 
epitohiiifed by Jtrfteh, Kfed is not exactly known, 
but, moft J>r6"babfy,» a cohfiderablt tiitie before: Jo- 
fephus ; to thai hj? <i<>ufJ not cite him either. How- 
ever, it appears m^nifcftly, that-wheii Jofephus 
wrote his Antiquities, his own life, and his books 
againft Aptdn, ne AnclerflBoorf the geography arid 
hiftory of his own country much better than either 
Stf^abe^-^racttu^f Suetonitts,- I>rar C a ffiu y,- or any 
t)ther foreign writers whatever. 

* ■ ^ • 1% . . . i .. 

Some of our latefand lefTer critics, who have pre* 
jferred the Greek and Roman prophane hiftorians 
ia^ ^tert ^A^ jeu^aVid paniciil^riy to Jofe- 
iphus, (houl^d haVe learned, nior^ candour and i»o- 
idefty fromtihetr ireatefather JofephScaliger,when, 





firm, that 4 * Hrrismore fofe to belieVe* hfiU, hot only 
<c asto the affairs .of the Jews, but alfo as to thofe 
' c that are fbreig!ntbi.tliem r than all the Greek and 
u Latin writers, afldlthat-betaufe -few- fidelity and' 
" cbmpafs of IteatAirfg^re every^rh'ere cohfpicil-' 
• cc ous/* To this affdrtiipij oTypaligeFive are obliged , 
!to afTeiit as the propeV vefult bf our obfervations. 



: To conclude, let the guilty Jews, fince the days 
tof Jofephus, and the guilty heretics that followed^ 
Simon Magus, bear their own burthen of forgery, 
corruption, and interpolation, of antienthiftoriesand 
ancient records ;fo^ to^l\aiiA|y and undeniably^ 
deferve it. But let not Jofephus, or the innocent 
jChrifti'aris, brford ariticiSnftianifm and popery, hear 
ianyTucB biirtlifen ;'for fb far as we can judge, and 
Sve ^eal^ it upon full* examination, they have the 
leaftreafori to bear k>o£any part-of mankindwhhr- 
Sever, frdftx { tbe beginning of the world to 1 this; day* 
I ' '• a Z 
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TABLES 



OF 



JEWISH MEASURES, 




Meafure of Length. 



IV. Jewijb TFeights. 



A Cubit 
A Span 

A HandVbreath. 
AFingerVbreadtfe 
A Fathom 
Ezekiel's Reed 
The Meafuring Line 



tub:Feet.\ Inches d.pts 



a i Cubic 
atfth 
a 24th 




l 




9 
xo 

o 
3 

XI 
XI 



888 

912 

318 
040 



A Sabbath-day's Journey 
The Eaftern Mile 
A Furlong, or Sradiui 
A Day's Journey 




Paces.i 
7x9 
403 

127 



Feet, d.pts, 

3 
1 

4 « 
4 



Note, 5 make 1 Pace, and 1056 Paces make 1 ^HriV. 



II. Meafures of Capacity. 



Liquid Meafure. 

The Homer, or Cor 
The Bath 
The Hin 
The L01 



Parts of 
an Homer. 



The Firkin, or Mcrretes 




Call. 


Pints. 


SoL In. d. pts. 




S 


1 6 


7 


A 


IS 2 


1 


2 


* 5 


0 


0 


*4 3 


0 


7 


4 9 



near! 



Diy Meafure. 



The Homer 
The Letbcch 
The Ephah 
The Seafc 
The Omer 
The Cab 



Parts of [Buj 
n Homer. 

8 

half] 4 
iothl o 
30th] o 

loot hi o 

x8othl o 




Pecks. 



o 

o 

3 
1 

o 

o 



Pints, d.fts, 



1 
o 

3 
1 

S 

2 



8 

4 

x 

9 



III. Jewijb Money. 



A Shekel, Silver 
The Bekah 
The Zuza 
The Gerah 
The Maneh, or Mina 
A Talent 
A Shekel of Gold 
A Talent of Gold 
A Golden Daric, or Drach 




d. d. pts. 

3 3 

x 7 
6 8 



1 

xo 

4 

S 
8 

10 



4 

3 
1 

6 

3 



A Piece of Silver (or ihe Drachi 
Tribute Money (or Drachm) 
A Piece of Silver (or the Stater) 
A Pound (or the Mina) , 
A Penny (or the Denarius) 
A Farthing (or the Aflarium) 
A Farthing (or the Quadrans) 
A Mice 



) 




• c 

.8 
•4 



Note, The Silver is here valued at *s. per Ounce, and the Gold at 

4I. per Ounce. 



A Shekel - 

The Maneh 
A Talent - 



Shekels l lib. 




01 

2I 

II3I 




Cra. d. 




a 


6 


19 


3 


10 


3 



V. The Jewijb Months compared with ours. 



X Nifan, or 
Abid - - 

aljar $ or 
Zif - . 



3 Sivan - 1 .g 



• 1 



is 

es 



4 Thamuz 1 « 

5 Ab - - 



6 EIul - - 




C March 
I April 



April 
May 

May 
June 

June 
July 



\Auguft 




7 Tifri, or 
Ethani 



8 Marchefvan 
or Bui - • 



9 Chifleu 



C September 
X October 



1 



{October , - 
November \ \ 

I November . 
I IDecember* 



10 Thebet - - 



ix Scbath - - 



f Dcceinbrf * 
X January •? 

f January ; . 
X February > } 

■ 

C February 
I March 



The Jews had Two' Sorts of Years ; the Civil, which began is 
September, and' the Sacred,' or Ecclcfia ft ic, which began in March. 

Before the Captivity of Baby Ion ■ they accounted the Months (ItccefV 
lively by r, i; 3, &c. but on their return they named them rather 
after the manner of the Chaldecs than Hebrews. 



VI. 



4 

The Days of the Week, Hours of the Day, and 

the Watches, 



* 



r 

i ft Day of the Week 
2d Day 
3d Day 
4th Day 
5th Day 
6th Day 

7 th Day, or Sabbath 



Sunday 
iMonday 
Tuefday 
Wednefday 

Thurfday 

Friday 

Saturday. 



The Hours of ih* Day. 



The Day, reckoning from Sun-rife, and the Night, reckoning from 
Sun-fet, were each divided into ia equal Parts, called the ill, id, 
3d, 4th, &c. Hours. 

The Morning. 
From 6 to 7, 8, y, 10, i x, ia. 

The Afternoon. 
From 12 to 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 



The Watches. 

The ift Watch was from Sun-fet to the ?d Hour of the Night. 
The xd, or Middle Watch, was from the 3d Hour to the 6t\u 
The 3d Watch, or Cock-crowing, was from the 6th Hour to the ?th 
The 4th, or Morning Watch^ was from the 9th Hour 10 Sun- rife. 



A 







N 




OF THE 



JUDGES, KINGS, GOVERNORS 



Sec. 



OF THE 



JEWISH NATION. 




Nation 



following J 



Mofes 
Jofhua 
Othniel 
Adol 

Baruch and Debora 
Gideon 
Ahimelech 
Thola 



Jair 

Jcphtha 
Abfan 
Abdon 
El on 

Samfon 
Eli 

Samuel 



Saul 
David 
Solomon 

Rehoboam 

Abijam 

Afa 

Jehofhaphat 

Jehoram 

Manafles 

Ochozias 

Athalia 

Joas 



After them they had thefe Kings. 

Amafai 

Ozias 



Jonathan * 

Ahaz 

Hezekiah 

Eliakim 

Amon 

Jofias 

Joahaz 

Joachim 

Zedechias 



?/ Bab} 
rnors aft 



The 



Zorobabcl . 
llhefa 

John Ben Refa 
Judas Hircanus 
Jofeph 
A bn er 

Heli 

Mabath 



Nagge 
Hagaieli 
Nahum 
Amos 
Mattathias 
Jofeph Arfes 
Jannes Hircanus 
Mattathias. 



The Maccabees who were both Princes and Priefis 



Judas 
Jonathan 



Simon 

John Hircanus 



The following 

Ariftobuliis i. 
John Alexander 
Alexander 

Ariftobulus a. 



Hircanus 
Ariftob. foil of 
Ariftobuliis 3. 
Hircanus. 



the Race Of Herod. 



Antipater 
Serod the Great 



Archelaus the Great 
Agrippa, Jon of Agrippa 



ie names of the High Priefis^ from the departure 
out of Egypt till the building of the Temple of 
Solomon. 



Aaron 
Eleazar 
Phineas 
Abifhua 

Bufqui 

Ofes 
Heli 



Achitob 

Achimelech 
Abiathar 
Sadoc 
Achimaas 

Azarias* 



From the building of the Temple till the Captivity of 



Joram 

Jofes 

Axioram 

Sudeas 
Jonathan 



Saraiah 

Jofedech 

Jolhua 

Joachim 

Eliafib 

Eleazar 

Manafles 

Onias 

Simon 

Onias 



Babylon. 

Urijah 

Neriah 

Odeas 

Sellum 
Helcias* 

t>f Babylon /*// the Maccab 
time. 

Joiada 

Jonathan 

Jadus 

Onias 

Simon 

Jafon 

Onias 

Lyfimachus 
Alcimus. 



N A M K S o f A t; T H O K S, &c- 



flip/i P/ic[l$ [font the Maccabees //w* //// /^r J?ff/f/ 

definition of Jcrufalcm. 



Kiuzs of Per (hi. 



Simon Bocthus 
Jofcph i . 
Jofeph a. 
Joazar 
Eleazar 

Jofhua the fon o/Sias 

Joazar 

An anus 

Ifmacl 

Theophilus 

Simon 

Mattathias 
Elion 



Jofcph 3* 

Ananias 

Ifmacl 

Jofcph 

Annas 

Elcazar 

Simon 

Jofcph Caiaphas 
Jonathan 

Joflraa fon of Danncus 
Joflma fon of Gamaliel 

Mattathias 
Phineas or Panaas 



Cyrus 
I Catubyfes 
! Snierclus Magus 
"Darius Hilbifpis 
Xerxes fon of Darius 
Artabanus the Tyrant Arfames 
Artaxerxes with a long 



r 

! 



Xerxes 

Kogdiunus 
Darius the flaflanl 

Artaxerxes Miicniou 

Artaxerxes Ochus 



hand 



Darius fon 0/Arfamcs. 



Kings of Syria, after the death of Alexander the 

Great. 



Seleucus Nicanor 
Antiochus Soter 
Antiochus 
Seleucus Callinicus 
Seleucus Ceraunus 



Kings o/Ifrael, otherwife called Kings of the ten Tribes, AntiochWs it* Great 



or of Samaria. 



Jeroboam 

Nadab 

Baafha 

Elah 

Zimri 

Omri 

Ahab 

Jehorani 

Jehu 



I. 



Jehoahaz 
Joafli 

Jeroboam a. 
Zachariah 

Menaheth 

Pekahiah fon of Menahem 
Pekah fon of Rameliah 
Hofhea 



Seleu'cUs l*fmopat£r 

Antiochus Epiphancs 
Antiochus Eupater 
Demetrius Soter 



Alexander Epiphanes 
Demetrius Nicanor 
Antiochus Sedetes 
Demetrius Nicaner 
Alexander Zebina 
Antiochus Gryphus 
Antiochus Cyzicenus 
Seleucus Gryphus 
Antiochus Pius. 



Sovereigns of Egypt after the death of Alexander the 

Great* 



Kings of Aflyria and Babylon 



Ptolertiy : Soter 

Philadelphus~ 

Euergetes 

Philopater 
Epiphancs 
Philometor 



Euergetes Phifcon 

Lathyrus 
Alexander 
Auletes 
Cleopatra. 



* « 



Phnlbelocus 

Phuiafler 
Salmanafer 
Sennacherib 
Eferhaddon 



Nabuchodonofor 2. 
Nabuchodonofor the Great 
Evilmerodach 
Nerigloflbrar 
Labofardach 



Berodach Benmerodach Baltaflar. 



Abibalus 
Hiram 

Bellaftartus 

Abdaftartus 

Aftartus 

Aftarimus 



Kings of the Tyrians. 

Phelletes 
Ithoballus 

Badezor 

Merimus 

Pigmalion. 




» - » 



NAMES of AUTHORS mentioned by JOSEPHUS. 



A 

Acufilaus Argivus 
Agatharchiiles 
Alexander Polyhift 
Anaxagoras Glazom 

Antiochus 

Apion Grammar 

Apollodorus 

Apollonius Molonis F. 

Ariphanes 

Ariiloteles 

B 

' Berofus Chaldceus 

C 

Cadmus Milefius 
Callias 

Caftor Chronologus 
Chieremon 
Choerilus 
Clearchus 

Cleodemus, orMalchus 
Conon 



D 

Diagoras Melius 
Diocles 

Diodotus, or Tryphon i 
Dius 

Demetrius 



E 



Ephorus 

Euemerus 

Eupolemus 



H 



Hecatasus 
Hellanicus 
Hermippus 
Hermogenes 

Herodotus 

Hefiodus 

Heftiasus 

Hieronymus Egyptius 
Homer. 



Juftus 
Iftdorus 



I 



Lyfimachus 
Livius 



L 



. i 

I v 



M 



» » 
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Malchus 

Manethon /Egyptras 
Megafthenes 
Menander EphefiuS 
Menedemus 

Mcffala : ' : 

Mnafeas 

Mochus 

N 

NicholaUs of Damafcus 

P 

Pherecydes Syrius 
Philiftus 
Philo Hiftor 
Philoftraius Hiftor 



Plato 

Polybius 
Polycrates 
Pofidonius 
Protagoras 
Pythagoras 

Sibylla 
Strabo 

T 

Thales 
Theodedtes 

Theodotus 
Theophilus 

Theophraftus 

Thcopompus 

Thucidides 

Titnasus 



S :t 



Tim a gene s 
Tryphon 

Zopyrion 



Z 





CONTINUATION 



HISTORY of the JEWS 



FROM THE TIME OF 



to » 



FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 




INCLUDING A 



PERIOD OF UPWARDS OF ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS. , 



COKTAIHIHG AW 



Account of their DISPERSION into the various Parts of EUROPE, ASIA, AFRICA, and AMERICA 



WITH 



Their different PERSECUTIONS, TRANSACTIONS, and Present STATE throughout the 

KNOWN WORLD. 




BOOK 



I. 





CHAP. I 

■ 

■ 

INTRODUCTION. 

HERE is not a circumftance, amongft the 
various events of revolving time, more 
worthy of admiration than the preserva- 
tion of the people of the Jews, in the 
midft of all the calamities they have undergone for 
the (pace of upwards of 17^0 years. ^ It has been 
remarked with propriety, that religions of every 
kind depend upon temporal profperity ; that they 
triumph under the protection of a conquering 
prince, and languifh with decaying monarchies. 
The Ghriftian church itfelf, fo renowned for its 
martyrs, has yet been confiderably injured by 
perfecutions ; and thebreachesthathavebeenmade 
by violence could not eafily be repaired. How- 



The Jews have been driven from mod parts of 
the world, which has only ferved to produce a ge- 
neral difperfion. They have, from age to age, un- 
dergone mifery and perfecution ; but ftilllive, not- 
withstanding the difgrace and hatred that attend 
them in all places, whilft nothing remains of many 
of the greateft monarchies but the name. 

Their diftrefles are peculiarly aggravated, from 
this circumftance, that, though in former captivi- 
ties, the Almighty was pleafed to point out a time 
in which he would be reconciled, break the yoke im- 
pofcd by tyrants, and reftore his people to their li- 
berty, no term is now fixed to the duration of 
'their miferies; and we have more certain aflbrance 
from the New-Teftament of their being recalled, 
than they have in the writings of the prophets, 
whofe race is extin& : nor is one of them to be feen 



ever, we have now before us a people, and a reli- f wh ° promifes the end of a calamity which has ul* 

* .1 ..1. r j n.:n readv continued luch a number of apes. 



gion, which, though perfecutedfor 1700 years, ftill 
fubfxLt, and are very numerous. Kings have fre- 
quently applied the feverity of edi£fcs and corporal 
punUhments to deftroy them . Seditious multitudes 
have exceeded the rigour and cruelties of princes. 
Both princes and people, however divided in opi- 
nions, either political or religious, have concurred 
in a defign of extirpating this people, but have 
not been able to effe&it* 

No. 46. 



ready continued fuch a number of ages. 

The Romans when they mad e themfelv es mailers 
of Judsea, left the inhabitants a public worfhip, 
and the exercife of their laws. The fynagogues, as 
thofe of Damafcus, without appeal, determined the 
affairs of religion even where the Chriftians were 
concerned. The high-prieft had an emin ent po wer. 
They had their judges even in Chaldae j but at 
pr eien t they have no fliado w of a fupr erne authority 
a Z 3 
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remaining; ncvertliclcft tlicy ftill fubfjft as a peo- 
ple, and arc numbered by millions. 

The chaftifcmenls the Almighty has infl'nftcd 
upon them arc mod terrible, having involved the 
people, their religion, and land, in one common dc- 
Itru&ion. Their religious ceremonies cannot be 
duly obferved • All that pompous train of rites which 
railed the renown of the Jewifli worfhip, and ftruck 
the heathen world with that veneration as to caufe 
them to fend prefents and victims to Jerufalem, is 
abfolutely loft 5 for they have neither temples, al- 
tars, or facrifices. 

1 

Nor has their religion only fuffered, but the pro- 
feflbrs were maflacred; and fuch as efcaped the 
rage of war, were fold for Haves in the public mar- 
kets. It feems, indeed, that the land itfelf vyas con- 
figned to perdition, as many nations have made 
themfelves matters of Jerufalem one after another. 
How many revolutions have happened to dates in 
fo long a fucceffion of ages ? And yet the Jews are 
the peculiar people to whom God has denied the 
pofTeffion of this little fpot of ground, which is in- 
finitely neceflary to them, fince theyfhould worfhip 
upon this mountain, and they never have fince met 
with fo favourable a conjunction as could give them 
them the full enjoyment of it. It is alledged that 
no profeffor of judaifm can at this day purchafe a 
piece of ground for a grave near Jerufalem. 

The modern Jews are difperfed throughout every 
part of the known world. They abound in theeaft, 
and particularly in the great empire of China ; and 
are thought to be the defcendants of the ten tribes 
which were carried away captive. They are fpread 
through mod nations of the eaft, and ofEurope and 
Africa, and many families of them are eftablifhed in 
the W eft-Indies. Their occupation is trade. They 
are fo diffeminated, indeed, through all the trading 
parts of the world, that they are become the inftru- 
ments by which the moft diftant nations converfe 
with one another, and by which mankind are knit 
together in a general correfpondence. The Jews 
are looked upon to be as numerous at prefen t as they 
were formerly in the land of Canaan. This is won- 
derful, confidering the dreadful daughter made of 
them under fome of the Roman emperors, which 
hiftorians defcribe by the deaths of many hundred 
thouiands in war ; and the innumerable maffacres 
and pcrfecutions they have undergone in Turkey, 
as well as in all Chriftian nations of the world. 

The rabbins, in giving a defcription of the great 
havock which has been fometimes made of them, 
tell us, that there were fuch torrents of holy blood 
flied, as to tinge the water in the feafor a confidcr- 
able diftance. ' 

Nor is their firm adherence to their religion lefs 
remarkable than their numbers and difperfion. 
Thefe particulars may be accounted for, from na- 
ture and providential reafons. Their numbers may 
be attributed to their conftant employment, their 
exemption from wars, and, above all, their frequent 
marriages ; for they look upon celebacy as an ac- 
curfed ftate, and are generally married before 
twenty, as hoping the Meffiah may defcend from 
them. Their difperfion is naturally accounted for 
from their having been often driven out of their old 
habitations in the land of promife, and out of moft 
other places where they have been fettled. 

Befides, the whole people is now a race of fuch 
merchants as are wanderers by profeflion ; and, at 
the fame time, are in moft, if not all places, incapa- 
ble of enjoying either lands or offices that might en- 
gage them to make any part of the world their home 

Their firm adherence to their religion is no lefs 
naturally accounted for from its genius and confti- 
tution. They are to live all in a body, and gene- 
rally within the fame enclofure ; to marry among 
themfelves ; and to eat no meats that are not killed 
and prepared their own way. This excludes them 
from all table con verfation, and the moft agreeable 
intercourfes of life, and, of con fequence, from the 
molt probable means of their converfiont 



If we cotifidcr what providential vctfox\% may be 
afljgucd for thefe three particulars, we fhall find 
that their numbers, difperfion, and adherence to 
their religion, have furniflied every age, and every 
nation ot the world, with the ftrongeft arguments 
for the Chriftian faith ; not only as thefe very par- 
ticularsare foretold of them, but as they themfelves 
are the depofitories of thefe and all the other pro- 
phecies which tend to their own confufion. Their 
number furnifhes a fufficient cloud of witnefles that 
atteft the truths of the Old Teftament. Their dif- 
perfion fpreads thefe witnefles through all parts of 
the world. Their adherence to their religion makes 
their teftimony unqueftionable. Had the whole 
body of the Jews been converted to Chriftianity, 
we mould certainly have thought all the prophecies 
of the Old Teftament, that relate to the coming 
and hiftory of Our BlefTed Saviour, forged, and have 
looked upon them no lefs fallacious than the pro- 
phecies of the fibyls. 

As to'the religion of the modern Jews, it is obfer- 
vable, that all their cuftoms are not of equal autho- 
rity, nor obferved by all after the fame manner. 
The firft comprehends the written law, that is, 
thofe precepts which are contained in the five books 
of Mofes. The fecond order relates to the oral 
law, or that delivered by word of mouth. This 
contains the comments and expofitions of the Rab- 
bins on the Pentateuch, that is, commandments of 
the do&ors : they are collected into a large volume, 
called the Talmud . The third order comprehends 
the minhagim, or cuftoms, which ufe has authoriz- 
ed in different times and places* Of thefe three 
orders of precepts the two firft only are generally 
received by all the Jews : the third kind of precepts 
differs in different countries, according as the Jews 
have fallen into the manners and cuftoms of the 
places where they refide. 

It is an obfervation of a French author, that the 
religion of the Jews, fince the preaching of Chrifti- 
anity, is, properly fpeaking, neither a true or a 
falfe religion. It cannot be a falfe religion, becaufe 
it has God for its author ; neither is it now a true 
religion, becaufe God himfelf abolifhed it by the. 
bringing in of the gofpel. Befides, they being 
without a temple, facrifices, and other circum- 
ftances of religious worfhip, which they enjoyed in 
the Holy Land, the religion of the Jews cannot be 
confidered as fubfifting any longer. 

The Jews came into England in the reign of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and fettled in divers parts ; but 
their principal refidence was in London, where they 
had their grand fy nagogue. To fecure them in their 
intereftsand property, the king gave them a civil 
fuperintendant, called, at that time, 4t the Juftice of 
the Jews." His bufinefs was toprote<ftthem againft 
oppreflion, to decide all contro verfies between them 
and the Chriftians, to keep the feal of their corpora- 
tion, and the keys of their public treafury. As to 
their fpiritual government, they were all under one 
high-prieft, who had his patent from the crown. 
It has been the opinion of fome, that thejews were 
not then permitted to purchafe lands in England ; 
but this is a miftake. However, being generally 
hated, and not upon an equal foot of privilege with 
the Englifh, they commonly put ou f t their money to 
intereft, by which means their eftates were lefs lub- 
je<5t to difcovery, and more at command, in cafe 
they fhould be obliged to quit the country. 

During their ftay in England, they frequently 
met with rough ufage, with great fe verity . Some- 
times they laboured under the extortion of govern- 
ment, and fometimes thepeople took their revenge 
upon them at difcretion. However, they had en- 
couragement to turn Chriftians ; for baptifm was, 
as it were, a pardon for all former crimes ; and Hen- 
ry III. built a houfe for convert Jews, and allowed 
them a penfton for their maintenance. In 1290 
thejews, by proclamation of King Edward I. were 
banifhed the kingdom, on pretence that they im- 
poverifhed the Chriftians by exceffi ve ufury . They 
departed to the number of 15,000 ; and it was 
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commonly reported, that in their paflagc over the 
feat the Teamen plundered them, cut the throats of 
ninny* and threw them overboard. This banifli- 
nient was perpetual. Howcvcr,in procefsof time, 
they returned to bin gland, and arc tolerated in the 
cxereiic of their religion. But wc now proceed to 
our main dclign. 



CHAP. II. 





The hiflory of the Jews from the taking of Jcrufalem till 

the rebellion under Adrian. 

T isneedlefs to repeat what has been heretofore 
related by Jofephus concerning the defolate 
condition to which both the kingdom and metro-* 
polis of Judrea were reduced, or the dreadful fla- 
very to which the grcateft part of the furvivin 
Jews were condemned by the conqueror. Thoic 

that (arrived this fad cataftrophe, and efcaped the 
fury of the Romans, retired fome into Galilee, 
and a much greater number into Egypt and Cy- 
rene, where we (hall find them railing new re- 
bellions, committing horrid mafTacres, and bring- 
ing again the victorious Romans againft them. 

To pretend that the Sanhedrim was removed to 
Jamnia, and from thence to Tiberias, where it 
fuhfilted till after the death of Judas the Saint, 
that academies were eflrablifhed in many cities, 
and that the nation continued to be governed by a 
patriarch, is to run into an illufion founded mere- 
ly on tradition. 

■ 

i 

There remained no fliadow of power and autho- 
rity to this wretched people in the country that 
. God had given them. Domitian, covetous even to 
*ired excefs, helped to fink it by his taxes. It has been 
to thought that this oppreflion relpe&ed only the 
Jews of Rome, who having been expelled out of 
the imperial city, could not return again without 
paying a certain tax; but it is a miftake. The tri- 
bute demanded by Domitian related to all the 
Jews, and was not a new one. 

Pompey having fubjetSted Fudaoa to the Romans, 
m:i *e it tributary according to cuftom. Julius Cse- 
far granted Hyrcanus, and e ven the Jewifli people, 
foine exemptions. Nevertheless, Jofephus adds, that 
they were obliged to carry their tribute every two 
years to Sidon. The privilege then confifted in 
having no intendant or collectors, who, in thofe 
times ruined nations. They w£re alfo exempted 
from winter quarters, and the entertainment of fol- 
diers. They paid nothing in the fabbatic year, be- 
caufe the lands lay fallow. Alexander the Great 
had granted the fame privilege before. Herod be- 
ing made king, and a friend of the Roman people, 
it is imagined that he was difcharged from tribute; 
but the Romans (fays Tacitus) continued to the 
princes the title of kings, and at the fame time 
made them fcnfibleof their flavery by forcing them 
to pay taxes. Cicero would have Jerufalcm return 
thanks to the immortal gods that it had not been 
razed as Carthage. Apion, fpeaking of the kings 
that Mark Anthony had made tributary, names He- 
rod, with thofe of Pontusand Pifidia ; and excepts 
onlj from this general law the princesof the Upper 
Armenia. That which might have mifguided the 
learned is their not feeing any intendants, or re- 
ceivers, in this province, till after Herod's and Ar- 
chclans's death . i t was, indeed, a fliadow of liberty 
left to this people, to fuffer them to collect their 
taxes by their own receivers, as Jofephus has ob- 
ferved ; but it cannot be hence concluded that they 
were not tributary, and that this kingdom was the 
only exception to the general law. It cannot be 
doubted but this tribute was regularly paid during 
our Saviour's life-time, fince the Pharifees tempted 
him by it ; and Jefus Chrift, difcovering Caefar's 
image upon the denarion, that was paid for the 
poll, anfwered, They fhould render to Csefar the 
things that were Casfar's. 

The truth is, the}' paid two forts of taxes : one 



was a fubfidy laid upon the lands, of which they 
paid the hundrcth penny. But hefides this, Apion 
obferves, that there was a capitation, more intole- 
rable to the Jews than all the other tributes; and 
therefore Judaea petitioned ribcriasto be exempted 
from the imports with which it was overlaid, as well 
as Syria; 

This capitation did not feem to be great, fincc 
they only paid one denarion ; that is, about feven 
pence halfpenny per head. But it was equal for the 
poor as well as the rich. As the didrachm was paid 
equally to God, fo the tribute which Cas far exa died 
was one and the fame to all the inhabitants without 
any diftinftion . There wefe two reafons that aggra- 
vated this yoke in Judsea ; one, that this people, 
priding themfelves in their alliance with God, and 
thinking themfelves perfectly free, could not brook 
the empire of the infidels, efpecially fince the Mac- 
cabees had fhook it off, and the capitation made 
them feel their llavery. Therefore Judas of Gali- 
lee rebelled, when Auguftus fent to have Judaea en- 
rolled. There was another reafon that rendered 
thisyokeinfupportable j for the money that was to 
be brought to the. Roman treafure was damped with 
the prince's image ; and the Jews, over fcriipuloufly 
addi&ed to the law, which only condemns the 
worftiip of images, could not fee the emperor's 
figure upon the money, ahd be obliged to pay, 
without a mortification. 

r 

Hitherto Judaea paid but one tax upon lands, and The fum 
the capitation; which brought three hundred and paid in 
feventy thoufand eight hundred and thirty-three J udxa * 
pounds, fix (hillings and eight-pence, into the em- 
peror's exchequer. But after the taking of Jcrufa- 
lem, Titus ordered the didrachm, which was paid 
annually to the temple, to be confifcated : and Ci- 
cero obferves, that they fent it from Rome, and the 
other cities of Italy, to Jerufalcm, becauffe they 
looked upon it as a tribute which they paid to God 
as his fubje&s. But the emperor ufurped the place 
of God. whom they had forfaken, and appropriated 
this tribute to himfelf. Each didrachm was worth 
fixteen-pencc ; and fo the fum demanded of thexii 
was very confiderable. But this third tax was the 
more difgraceful becaufe they were obliged to pur- 
chafe the liberty of their religion by it, and Domi- 
tian exacted it with the utmoft feverity. 

■ 

Xiphilinrelat.es that Titus, after the conqlieft of 
Judsea, ordered all the Jews, that would prefcrve 
their religion, to pay the didrachm annually to Ju- An aggre- 
piter Capitolinus. The Romans made them pur- Serfiw!" 
chafe liberty of cbnfcience by it. Tertullian com- andDoim- 
plains bitterly that they had ranked the Chriftians 
among proftitutes and vagrants who paid a tri- 
bute to be fuffered at Rome. The Jewifli religion 
thereforebeing grown infinitely odious after the re- 
bellion, its profetfbrs w ere obliged to pay an annual 
fum for their toleration. Suetonius fpeaks of Do- 
mitian's injurious treatment in demanding the pay- 
ment. They dripped a man to inform themfelves 
of his extradt and religion by circumcilion. Nei- 
ther the quality of perfons, nor the age, nor the 
oaths of fuch aschofe rather to pretend to be hea- 
thens than to furnifh the fums demanded, were 
refpedted. A man of ninety years of age vvas for- 
ced to this fcandalous inqueft, under pretence of 
which were committed a thoufand impieties. 

Domitian's hatred ftopped not here \ for the Jews 
were comprifed irt the faftie perfecution with the 
Chridians. We cannot doubt of it, as both of 
them were, in the opinion of the Romans, equally 
guilty of impiety, fince they worfhipped only one 
God, and rejected idols, which was reckoned an 
atheifm, and adduced as a pretence to perfecution. 
Dion affirms, that many perfons, who had embra- 
ced the Jewifli religion, were condemned for the 
crime of impiety, ahd that fome were punifiied 
with death, and others only with fequettration. 

Nerva, Domitian's fucceflbr, did three things to 
the advantage of this nation : heabfolved thofe who f h c "|? yt £ 
were accufed of impiety, and recalled the exiles ; rorNcrva. 
which fliews that if Domitian had that defign, he 
was not able to execute it, being prevented by his 
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aflaffiiiA, He forbad, for the future, t lie fubjefta of 
the cm ri pi re tohc tormented for the fake of religion, 
impiety, or Jtidaifm. And lie difcharged the Jews 
of the imports wherewith Dornitian had opprelfed 

them. 
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then if the Jew* notwitbftandiiig their mifcrica, 
have (b frequently an inclination to rebel* Mifcry 
puts men into agitation, and makes them turn on 
all (ides to be eafy, and commonly inftead of com- 
paring their defires, they add frefh weight to their 
burthen. The lews mif-timed their attempts in 



T h ' Jud xa m tins prince's reign, becaufe he was more 
il **' favourable to the Jews, and becaufe there is no pro- 
bability that they could fo fuddenly have re-fcttled 
themfelvcs after an almoft general difperfion. Ac- 
cording to this account, Gamaliel II. was then the 
head of the fathers, which the Greeks call patri- 
arch. Jofliua was elected father of the fenate ; Elea- 
zar was reconciled with Gamaliel, and they enjoyed 
their dignity together. Hiftorians fay, that Eleazar 
prefided two fabbaths, and Gamaliel one, which 
(hews that this office efpecially related to religion, 
and the Divine fervice. 

The Jews endeavour to raife the glory of their 
decatenation, by making many learned men fur- 
vive the ruin of the temple, and live in the begin- 
ning of the fecond century. 

Eleazar the Great lived at that time. They make 
him the fon of a perfon of quality, called Hyrcanus, 
whohad fonegledtedhis education, that at twenty- 
eight years of age he was ignorant of the law. He 
bewailed his ignorance for many days j but atlaft 
h a certain perfon told him of a mafter. He made 
"a journey to John, the fon of Zachai, who taught 
at Jerufalem, by whom he was inftru&ed in his 
prayers, and feme points of the law. Eleazar wept 
and failed till he had learnt them, and eight days 
paifed over before he eat. His father came to Jeru- 
falem to di (inherit him ; but was fo ftruck with the 
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ous as to brave the power of fo great a prince ? 
Being provoked by their preceding misfortunes, 
they carried, in their turn, cruelty and barbarity 
to a deteftable excefs ; beginning at Gyrene, a city 
of Lybia, where they had been fettled, and potent, 
for many ages. They had at firft fome advantages 
over the Greeks ; for fo they called the Egyptians ; 
but the fugitives efcaping to Alexandria, and carry- 
ing confirmation, and a thirft of revenge, into 
this great city, they murdered all the Jews that 
were there. Thofe of Gyrene, enraged with a re- 
prizal they had juftly deferved, fell into the great- 
ell fury ; and being headed by one Andrea, ravaged 
the plain country under his conduit, and mana- 
cred two hundred and twenty thoufand inhabitants 
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in Lybia. The Romans returned into the field, j^*- 
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under Martius 
had commiffioned to quell thefe diforders. He ef r 
fe£fced it ; but could not defeat the rebels, without 
long and violent battles, and the lofs of many men. 
Lybia remained fo depopulated by the mafia ere 
the Jews made in the beginning of the war, that 
the emperor Adrian was obliged to fend a colony 
to inhabit it. 

Eufebius has run into a roanifeft contradiction as 
to this rebellion of the Jews ; for he affirms, in his 
hiftory, that it happened in the beginning of the 
eighteenth year of Trajan's reign : and heplacesit 
a year fooner in his chronicle. The hiftory being 
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learning and modefty he found in him, that he ex J a a;cr than the chronicle, we ought to give it the 
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would not fit down before him; and, inftead of dif- 
inhcritinghim, he gave him his brothers portions, 
who had puthimuponthisdefign. The Jewifh rab- 
bles enumerate thefe patriarchs,and afcribe to them 
properties almoft divine ; but they are too big with 
abfurdity, and it may be added prophanation, to 
gain credit with a rational or religious reader. 

At that time lived the poet Ezekiel, who compofed 
the departure from Egypt in Greek verfe. He was 
a Jew, and probably meant tofing a miraculous de- 
liverance to comfort his nation, deje&ed by the Ro- 
mans, in giving it an idea of a redeemer like Mofes. 
He lived after Jofephus; who did not know him ; 
and before Clemens Alexandrinus, who had qu oted 
him. We muft therefore place him at the end of 



preference, and place this event in the beginning 
of the fecond century, and in the hundred and fif- 
teenth year of Jefus Chrift. The Jewifh hiftorians 
fay, that the war was caufedby the ambition of the 
refugees who had retired to Alexandria after the 
deftrudtion of Jerufalem, and had built a temple 
there. Some would fain lord it over the reft, and 
the weaker party called in Trajan to their aflif. 
tance, who killed five hundred thoufand of them. 
But their temple at Alexandria was imaginary, that 
of Onias being the only one they built. 

The Thalmudifts vary more grofsly. Some fay 
it was Adrian that killed twice as many Jews in 
Egypt as Mofes had conducted out of it. Others 
place this event in Trajan's reign, and others affirm 
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the firft, or rather at the beginning of the fecond, 1 matters with as little foundation. 



century. 

of W e niuft alfo place at the fame time the author 
* pa- of the will of the twelve patriarchs. This man has 
difguifed his religion, and fpeaks fo often like a 
Jew, that a learned man, who was the firft publifher 
of this work in Greek, maintains that the original 
was in Hebrew, compofed by a doctor of that na- 
tion fome time before the manifeftation of our Lord, 
fince the author has followed the common preju- 
dices of the dodlors of that time, who expedtcd a 
general of an army, famous for his battles, rather 
than a fpiritual teacher. 

The will of the twelve patriarchs was, however, 
compofed at this time ; forthe authorfpeaks of the 
deftru&ion of Jerufalem, and feveral a&ionsof the 
Meffiah, and even of the writings of the evangelifts, 
like a prophet who had feen thefe things. 

The miferable are more mutin ous and reftlefs than 
other people. There is a fpirit of fedition imputed 
to fome religions, and to the tempers and inclina- 
tions of certain nations. But this is imaginary ; for 
all men naturally love peace and quiet ; leave them 
liberty of confeience, and the free enjoyment, or 
increafe of their eftates, and few rebellions will arife 
in nations. The hatred of parties, perfecution, and 
t he hardmefs of government, are the common 
Iprings of tumults and feditions : men do not fwerve 
from their natural ftate, except when they are for- 
ced by defpair or violence. We muft not wonder 
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Nor did the diforder ftop there,for the news came coma* 
of new infurre&ions in Mefopotamia. The fate of jJgjLj^ 
Egypt threw the inhabitants of this government mia. 
into a confternation, who faw themfelves menaced 
with the fame misfortune : but Trajan fent a Moor 
thither, called Lucius Quietus, the greateftgenerai 
the empire then had, or has had ever fince ; who, 
in execution of his commiftion, withftood the fedi- 
tious, and, by killing a vaft number of Jews, 
intimidated the reft. Neverthelefs, as his prefence 
was thought neceflary to retain them in their duty,, 
and there was reafon to fear they would take up 
arms again the very moment the conqueror with- 
drew, the emperor made him governor of Palef* 
tine, to keep a ftriA eye upon their motions. 

A new ftorm arofe in the ifland of Cyprus. The 
Jews in this ifland began with the maflacre of two 
hundred and forty thoufand inhabitants. Their * n j£ r r " 
own hiftorians do not ditfemble this a&iou, butinCypn* 
fwell the number of the dead inftead of abatingit ; 
for they tell you, that thenoife of the infurredtions 
elfewhere arrived at Gophri, that is to fay Cyprus, 
the Jews, who were very numerous in this country, 
fell upon all the heathens, and made fuch a general 
maflacre, thafnot one of them remained; "Which. 
u obliged Trajan to fend Adrian, the general of 
iC his forces', againft them, who fubdued them ; 
u and afterwards the Romans publifhed an edi<St, 
u abfolutely prohibiting the lews accefs to this 
" ifland." 
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Rebellion of the Jew under Jldrian, of Barehoehebas 
and Akiba, till the hundred and thirty-eighth year of 
the Clmfiian aera. 

r 

THESE mi<>;1)t be faid to be only tbc beginning of 
the for rows of the Jews, which were at length 
ibW completed by Adrian, who reduced them to fucli 
1 an abjeft Hate of wrctchednefs, that, to obtain the 
ordinary, means of fnbfiftence, they were under a 
iicceffity. of having reqourfe to the fraud of magic 
and interpretation of dreams. 

We need no other evidence than, that of the em- 
peror Adrian himfelf,who fays, he faw not one Jew 
in Egypt but . what was a mathematician ; iwhich 
name, though at prefent fo, honourable fqr. ufeful 
^ifcoveries by thofe who, apply to this ftudy, was 
gt that time odious, becaufe the. mathematicians 
were generally deemed wizzards. 

The caufc of this rebellion is. differently related. 
They fay that it was the cuftom, in their country, 
to plant a cedar at the door of the houfes where a 
fott wa.s born, a,nd to fet a pine-tree. upon the birth 
of a, daughter. Thefe tre£s gr$w till the time of 
marriage, and then they were cut down to make 
a bed for the married couple. The princefs, Adri- 
an's daughter, travelling 19., judcea, her chariot 
broke : and her officers had the infolence to cut 
down one of thefe trees p.lan,tje4 before a houfe, 
wherewith they mended the chariot. But the re- 
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mutinied, and maftacred t^e princels's retire, 
who, being enraged, obliged the emperor to take 
arms, and fubdue fo fierce a nattqn. 

Chryfoftqm ^flerts, that tbe Jews, who always 
frp.m their prejudices, p.referved their own maxims, 
have three times attempted tq rehqild the temple, 
and that their firft effort to reftore their republic 
was jinder Adrian ; that they rebelled againft fyim, 

without reflecting on the confequences, whom, 

with all their efforts, it was impaflible to conquer : 
that this prince, having fubdued them,- placed bis 
ftatuc where Jerufalem was ; and knowing that this 
monument of victory would not laft for ever,, or- 
dered that the city fhould bear his name, which was 
ftill obferved, fince, in his time, it was called iElia. 
Chrvfoftom has treated this event with no great 
degree of precifion ; for if he believed that the 
Jewsdefigned to reftore their temple under Adrian, 
he is deceived, fince they made no motion towards 
it ; and the firft of the attempts afcribed to them is 
evidently falfe. The fame muft be faid of the fc- 
cond, if he thought the Jews went to re-eftablifli 
their republic. It is not even true that, they at- 
tempted to rebuild Jerufalem. Mqreove^iEliahad 
been built before the rebellion. Nor didjerufalem 
ftill go by the name of Adrian ; for it was fo called 
at the council of Nice ; butConftantinehayirigbuilt 
temples in this city, and Chriftianity being £r<nvn 
triumphant there, it refumed its ancient name of 
Jerufalem. Eufebius, who had called it iElia in his 
hiftory, always ftiles it Jerufalem in the life of Goii- 
ftantine, when he fpeaks of the edifices that this 
prince had raifed there. 

There were two caufes of the great rebellion un- 
der Adrian. Firft, This prince had forbidden them, 
like Domitian and Nerva, to be circumcifed. Spar- 
tan fays fo ; and I know not how the exprefs tefti- 
niony of an author can be contefted who lived un- 
der Dioclefian. Modeftinus obferves alfo, that the 
Jews, addreffing themfelves to Antoninus, he per- 
mitted them to circumcife only their pwn children, 
and forbad doing it to any perfon of another reli- 
gion under heavy penalties. Secondly, There is a 
law forbidding all the Roman citizens to be circum- 
cifed like the Jews, or to caufe their flaves to be 
circumcifed, upon pain of banifhment, and award- 
ing death to the phyficians that fhould do it. It 
alfo banifhes and condemns, fometimes to death, 
the Jews that cut the children of another religion. 
No. 46, 



Did the Jctvs attempt to circumcife ftningcrs, in 
order to increafc their numbers, whereby to go on 
afterwards more effectually in the rcftoration of 
their commonwealth, as St. Cbryfuftoni has faid I 
Some great men have faid it after hi 111. But it is not 
probable they believed that the converted Roman 
citizens, or their flaves, could make up a conftdera- 
ble army to reftore their ftate. The Roman profe- 
lytes were never fo numerous to pollefs them with 
this conceit. Thefe edifts were given only to pre- 
vent any changes of religion, which now and then 
happened at Rome, and fcandalized the heathens. 
Befides, Antoninus licenfed them to circumcife 
themfelves after his war with them. This prince, 
being weary of their rehellion, aud feeing that de- 
nying them this cuftom exafperated them, yielded 
fomethijng to. pacify them : but they were not then 
in a condition to profelyte fufficient numbers to 
form armies, and reftore their commonwealth. A- 
drian, who had forbidden them circumcifion, offend- 
ed the Jews in one of the principal ac!ts of their religi- 
on : it was robbing them of the feal of the cove- 
nant, 

thens, and the grace of God, which they thought 
annexed to this cuftom : and therefore it is no fur- 
prilmg thing that they fhould mutiny, when they 
fouud themfelves deprived of this ceremony. 

This prince had alfo fent a colony to Jerufalem, £^ ol t ° n >* 
and built a city upon its ruins, to which he gave his jcrufrLnt 
own name, and confecrated it to Jupiter Ca'pitoli- kfore the 

nus. The fecond caufe of the war is as much dif- war * 
puted as the firft, fince Eufebius fays, that thecolony 
was not fent to Jerufalem till after the taking of Ei- 
ther. But Diori fays, this colony was the caufe of 
their rebellion, becaufe they could -not bear to have 
ftrangers come arid live in their city, and worfhip 
ftrange gods-there fo that we cannot doubt of the 
truth of thefaft. To. reconcile Eufebius and Dion, 
it appears that the emperor's. firft defign was croffed 
hy the Jews rebelling before it was fully executed, 
becaufe the Jews had expelled the new inhabitants ; 
though the emperor accomplifhed it when he had 
iubdued them. So that he had fent the colony be** 
fore the warv as Dion alHrms ; and he completed 
his project, when the rebellion was quelled, as Eu- 
febius relates. 



the mark that diftiuguiflu'd them from hea- 
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his advantage of the. disturbance which thefe two 
circumftances created in the minds of the people, 
fplly determined the nation to profecute the war. 
But to fpeak of thefaifcMcfliahs that have deceived 
tjipir nation. 

The time was come i;i which inipoftors appeared impoftors 
with 1 full aflurarice; Gamaliel had feen two of them Jji' ft?! 

•n 1 r 1 • 1 1 mi /• r ceded Har- 

pferiln, and was io moved with the ill iuccels or choci-.cbrs 
their enterprize, 'that he would not have the pro- 
grefs of Chriftianity oppofed, being perfuaded that 
Providence woiltd bring the deGgn to nought if it 
was not from heaven : 16 Theudas (faid he) before 
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" thefe days rofe up, who wasllain,and all, as many 
u as obeyed him, %yere brought to nought. After 
" this man role up Judas or Galilee, in the 
u tlje taxing, and alfo periflicd : and no 
ci ^nto you, if this cp.unfel be of men it will come 
cc jto nought/' .^Jie .jChriftians, from a high fenfe 
of Jiis great moderation and piety, afterwards ca- 
ijoijizcd him. 

St. Luke, in the^sth chapter of the A<Sts of the somcrccn- 
Apoftles, particularly fpeaks of -the impoftors, ' io " 0< f b Y 
.Theudas and Judas or Galilee, whom Gamaliel a&s yih. 
mentions to the people, as having praAifcd their 
arts heretofore to deceive ; rrom whiclx (though 
his defign was to invalidate the apoftlc's dotflrine) 
\.t is evident fuch delufions had been pra<5lifed. 

* 

The Romans fentfome forces againft Judas, and Dejcacof 
hemiferably peri/hed. Alexander, Fadus'sfuccefTor, 
perfecuted his children, and can fed them to be mur- 
dered. His followers maintained their mafter'sdoc- 
trine, with an unftiaken confidence, in the mid ft of 
the molt cruel tortures. They fubfifted, notwith- 
ftanding the violence that was offered them after 
the taking of Jerufalem, in a very antient cartle, 
where they were flint up; and the fugitives carried 
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thU doftriiic into Kgypt, where it occalioncd new 
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naflacrcs* 



Other impoftors ftartcd up, and, with the fame 
fallacious pretention*, endeavoured to delude the 
credulous multitude ; but the mod impious, daring, 
and injurious, was Coziba, or Barchochebas. He 
was a robber, like the reft, who hoped to enrich 
himfelf with plunder; and acquire fonie authority 
in his nation by his outrages againft the Romans. 
It is pretended that there were two impoftors of 
this name, the grandfather and grandfon; and their 
hiftory is thus related by the Jews. Coziba I. was j 
clcdlcd king by the Jews two years after the ruin 
of the firft temple, and died at Either, a city in the 
neighbourhood of Jerufalem, which was the capital 

^^^^ * b 

of his empire. His fon the Red fucceeded him; 
and afterwards reigned his grandfon Romulus, 
who was called Coziba. The Jews aflembled about 
him, and acknowledged him for the Mefliah. The 
emperor Adrian, having notice of it, came with a 
numerous army, took Bither, and deftroyed a mul- 
titude of the Jews^ in' the feventy-third year after 
the ruin of the temple. Hence it is concluded, that 
the reign of the three Cozibas lafted one and twen- 
ty vears. Some extend it much farther, and make 
the' firft Coziba's reign under Domitian. The an- 
tient chronicle of the Jews, on the contrary, affigns 
but two years and a half to Coziba's reign. 

It is abfurdly fuppofed there have been two Co- 
zibas, or Jiarchochebafes. Molt of the Jews ac- 
knowledge but one, and they are right. For he 
that induced the Jews to a rebellion, towards the 
end of Trajan's reign, was not called Barchochebas, 
but Andrea. Neither did he call himfelf the Mef- 
fiah ; and this rebellion was in Egypt, whereas that 
of Barchochebas happened in Judaea. They were 
unacquainted with Trajan's genealogy, iince they 
fay, that he fent Adrian, his lifter's fon, againft the 
Jews in Egypt; for Ulpia, Adrian's grandmother, 
was Trajan's aunt, and thefe two princes were only 
coulins. They err in making the war withCoziba 
laft fo long, and give him, and his heirs and fuccef- 
fors, a reign of one and twenty years ; for his race 
ended with him ; and the war terminated in a little 
time, as we ftiall fee in the fequel. They make 
him perifb in the feventy-third year of the ruin of 
the temple. Adrian was already dead, in the year 
141 ; and the city of Bither, by which the war was 
concluded, had been taken in the eighteenth of 
Adrian. This chronological error fumces to {hew 
the mifrcprefentations of the reft. The author of 
the chronicle of the Jews is. more exact than his 
commentators, for he makes Coziba to reign but 
two years and a half, and fpeaks but of one impo- 
ftor. We mil ft therefore acknowledge but one 
Coziba, who took the title of Barchochebas, lived 
in Adrians reign, and was the fource of infinite 
mifchiefs to this nation. 

This impoftor, to facilitate the fuccefs of his en- 
terprise, changed his name, and took that of the 
Son of the Star, or Barchochebas, in order to have 
itbcli- vcd that he was the Star that " Balaam had 
fcen afar off." He maintained that he was one of 
the ftars of heaven fent to fuccour the people, and 
relieve them from the oppreffion under which they 
groaned. He alfo made choice of a forerunner, of 
the fame character with himfelf, who was very af- 
fiftant to him in hisdefigns. 

This was Akiba, whom, they fay, defcended 
from Sifera, general of the army of Jabin, a king 
of Tyre, and from a Jewifh mother. He had fpent 
forty years upon the plains, in looking to theflocks 
of a rich citizen atjerufalem, called Calba Chuva. 
His mafter's daughter being in love with him, and 
unwilling to marry a fhepberd, advifed him to ap- 
ply himfelf to ftudy. They made a clandeftine 
marriage ; after which Akiba went and fpent twelve 
years in the academy, and brought back with him 
twelve thoufand fcholars. His wife advifed him to 
return again. He continued ftill twelveyearsmore, 
and brought with him twenty thoufand difciples. 
His wife came to meet him with her clothes rent, 
becaufc her father, provoked with her marriage, 



had difmherited her; but no fooncr had hefeen A* 
kiba than he fell at his feet, revoked his oath, and. 
gave him a grcatjpart of hiscftatc. He continued 
teaching and writing books, one whereof is cabalif. 
tical, and is called Jctfirah ; but it muft be diftin- 
guifhed from that which is afcribed to the Patriarch 
Abraham, and bears the fame name. He was fo 
learned as to give an account of the leaft letter of 
the law. We find in the Mifnah and Thalmud a 
thoufand fentenecs afcribed to him, and which are 
looked upon as fo many judicious decifions. Thefe 
are the commendations they give this doctor, who 
caufed the defolation of his country, and fupport- 
ed the fraud of an impoftor. No great weight 
therefore can be laid upon what the Jews relate 
concerning the birth and death of Akiba, fince they 
arc fo perfectly ignorant of the time. 

Barchochabas appearing at the time that Akiba's aw*,* 
fame was at the height, when he was head of the 
Sanhedrim, he exclaimed, " Behold the Star that 
was to come out of Jacob I" and made himfelf his 
forerunner. Thefe two impoftors availed them- bcd &.;$ 
fclves of the prejudices of the people, who wercl^| 
for a conquering Mefliah, that fhould deliver them - Vihf 
from the Roman yoke, which the laft war, and A- 
drian's perfecution, daily made more infupportable* 
Barchochebas, who found the people difpofed to 
follow r him, muftered up an army of aoo,ooo men; 
and Bither was chofen for his refulence, and the 
capital of his kingdom. The Jews called it Beth T 
tar, or the Houje of Spies^ becaufe, after the ruin of 
Jerufalcm, centinels were placed there to fpie thofe 
that went to Jerufalem, who were accufed of court- 
ing the Roman favour, and defiring offices, or of 
felling their eftates, of which the}- ftripped themby 
virtue of thefe calumnies. They even fometithes 
impeached them to the Romans under other pre- 
tences. Eufebius places this city in the neighbour- 
hood of Jerufalem; but there were two cities of 
this name, one twelve, and the other fifty-two, 
miles diftant from the holy city. 

Jerome called thefe two cities Bethoron, and 
maintains they were built by Solomon, and ruined 
by the war. Bethoron was given by Pharaoh for a 
portion to his daughter, when (lie married Solomonr, 
who reftored it to theLevites, hvwhofe partition it 
lay. Butif we believe thejews, this is not the trueBi- 
ther, fince onefignifies a Houje of Spies, and the other 
a Houfe of Liberty. Barchochebas chofe this place 
to receive the royal unction, and afterwards caufed 
money to be coined, declaring himfelf at the fame 
time the Mefliah, and the Jewifh prince of the na- 
tion. He waited to declare war when the emperor 
Adrian had left Egypt ; but it burft out in the year 
134, in the feventeenth of Adrian's reign. 

Dion afTerts, that Adrian, having fent a colony 
to Jerufalem, and placed a ftatue of Jupiter where 
the temple of God ftood, this foreign worfhip vio- 
lently affected thejews. 'However, Adrian's pre- Oj«ri«i 
c fence, who was then in Egypt, and who went Dl03, 
c from thence to Syria, flopped them for fome 
i time. They contented themfelves, during his 
4 time, with making imperfe<5t arms, and felling 
c them to the Romans, that they might not em- 
4 ploy them againft themfelves ; but they revolted 
c when the emperor was gone.* 

Phlegon, Adrian's fecrctary, hasprefervedaletter PfC0 5' 
of his matter, addreffed to Servian, the conful. Heo<*tf 

• mm' itQlSC* 

gives him an account of what he had fcen inEgypt* 
and of the turbulent inclination of its inhabitants; 
and makes him a prcfent of fome veffels, which he 
had defigned for him and his filter. It is cafier to 
know the time of the Jewifh war from this letter, 
than from the medals of the cities of Syria ; for it 
mufthavebeen written when the emperor leftEgypt 
or Syria. Servian, to whom this letter was written, 
was his brother-in-law, fince he made him aprefent 
in common with his fifter and himfelf. This Servian 
is called conful, which dignity h,c had not under 
Adrian till 134. We muft conclude then that the 
emperor left not Egypt and Syria till the beginning 
j of that year, and that his abfence the fame year 
I inftigated thejews to rebellion. Another heathen 
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Jrifcorian, quoted by Eufebius, affcrts, tliat the war 
was in its whole vigour 5 and that Bither, which the 
rebels had fortified, was taken the tenth of Auguft, 
in the eighteenth year of Adrian* The War there- 
fore began the preceding year, flnce it was in its 
vigour, and near its conclution . The emperor gave 
]iis name to the city hb had built about the rtfins of 
Jerufalcm in the year 136, irt which he celebrated 
his Vicenalia. So that the war began in the year 
134, and ended two years after. . Buonarotti pro- 
duces a medal ftruck by this prince in the eigh- 
teenth year of his reign, for having obtained a great 
yidtory over the rebels, and driven the Jews from 
Jerufalem. To this nothing can be obje&ed, but 

* - ~ irome, who 



4 > 



Jews quoted by J 
fay the warlafted three years arid an half. 



• M * 

The Romans at firft feera' to have neglected this 
revolt : as the Jews had been to effe<£luafiy humbled 
by Trajan's wars, they could hardly imagine they 
would fo foon be in a condition to oppofe them. 
ftei»p°f-But when they faw the numbers of the leditious iri- 
creafe, and that they fought with ai Valour til 3 t 
ST fcemed raifed upon defpair, that all the robbers of 
the neighbouring provinces joined them in hopes 
of plunder, and that not only Judaea, but all the 
' world was in motion, they were obliged to change 
their meafures. Some think that the emperor march^ 
ed in perfon againft the rebels ; becaufe they ob- 
ferve, that this prince, writing to the fenate, had 
not ventured to preface his letters with the ordi- II ing taken 



finglc ftdne were found the ikulls of 30^ children. 
The inhabitants of thefe places did not dritig their 
ground for feven years together, being fuffici^nily 
fattened by the carcafles : therefore they have in- 
ferted in their liturgy a hymn appionted for. thi 
faft celebrated the eighteenth of the month of Ab, 
which anfwers to the months of July and Auguft, 
in which they call Adrian a fecond Nebuchadnezzar, 
and pray God to remember this cruel prince, who 
deftroyed 480 fyiiagogues. As forAkiba, after a 
very fevere imprifonmerit, lie was condemned to a 
cruel death; and with him, the Jews tell us, died 
the glofy of the Jewifh laws.' 

Indeed, Dion rep^eferits this war as one of the £h« war 
CrUelleft that ever was. ; The Romans were fre- "itlThor- 
quently beaten, and loft abundance of good troops. £l > majra " 
The Jews, who had, at that lime; a profound vene- °~ 
ration fofrSolofft'on's tomb, faw it fall ; and at once 
the wild beafts entered jerufalem, which was an 
omen of the following flaughter. The prefage was 
riot Infignificant, for five hundred 5 arid eighty thou- 
fand perfons were killed in the battles j and the 
numbers that period hy famine, mifery, or fire, 
cannorberecfcon<5if . After the taking of Bither, the 
Jews had ftill fifty fortified caftles,' and troops to de- 
fend them. It feems alfo, from a medal tliat the 
emperor ftruck the year follo wing, that he had ob- 
tained a vidtory oyer theni that year; but, in reali- 
ty, the refiftarice was not long ; and the leaders be- 
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nary form, becaufe of the great lofles he had fuA 
tained in this war ; but, on due enquiry, it appears 
that he carried it on by his generals* 

Barchochebas, who wasfuperior in troops, at firft 
committed great ravages. JuftinMartyr complain- 
ed that he openly attacked and maflacred thephrif- 
tians, becaufe they would not abjure their religion. 
His hatred againft thefe profeflbrs of religion, and 
defpair of making the Chriftians embark in his vio-r 
lent meafures, who had the fame intereft as hirofelf 
to declare againft the Romans, might redouble his 
cruelty. But can it be imagined that the heathens, 
againft whom he declared war, and the colony 
which Adrian had begun to fend to Jerufalem, were 
more humanely treated by this ufurper than the 
Chriftians ? This impoftor only favoured his own 
nation, and treated with the utmoft barbarity all 
others that fell into his hands. 



fall 



We find, byEufcbius and Syncellus, that the ge- 

leral, who commanded the army in Judaea againft 

^Barchochebas, was called Tinnius Rufus. Adrian, 
' who was not acquainted with the importance of the; 

war, fent him at firft a great reinforcement ; but 
this commander being often defeated, he fent for 
Julius Severus, one of the greateft generals of. his 
age, (from Britain. This able commander deem-* 
ing it imprudent to engage fo powerful an army, 
attacked them in parties, ftraitened them in their 
camp, cut off their provifions, and by that means 
growing fuperior, laid fiege to Bither, which they 
made their retreat. 

The rabbins fay, that there were in that city four 
hundred colleges, in each college four hundred pro- 
feflbrs, and that each profeffor of thefe colleges had 
four hundred fcholars, who being muttered up 
made a great army. They fuftained the firft efforts 
of the nege, though they were very badly armed, 
and unacquainted with difcipline. Barchochebas 
encouraged all his fubje&s, and executed Try phon, 
! and a famous rabbin, who talked of furrendering. Ne- 
verthelefs the city was taken, and Barchochebas was 
killed. Adrian, to whom they broughthis head, was 
defirous to fee his body ; but when they attempted 
to carry it, they found a ferpent about his neck, 
which frightened the bearers ; and the prince ac- 
knowledged that God alone could kill that man. 
However, they have fince owned the impofture of 
this man, whom they afterwards called Bachozab, 
or, The Son of a Lie. The fcholars, who had fo 
wel\ defended the place, were bound with their 
books, and thrown into the .fire. They add, that 
the (laughter was fo great, that more people died 
in this war than came out of Egypt. Upon 01 
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Adrian firiiflied the building of JEWz, (Jerufalem:) 
but the Jews of St; Jerome's time ridiculoufly afcribe 
this work to jEHus Titus, the deftroyer. Epipha- 
iiius fays, that he gave Aquila, his brother-in-law, 
the care of thefe buildings. But this profelyte, 
who turned Jew after he had embraced Chriftianity, 
had no consanguinity with this prince j nor do we 
find that he was entrufted with the infpe&ion of 
theftf buildings. The circumference of the new 
city Was fomewhat different frorii the old, feveral 
places being included in it that were formerly 
without gates ; but, in the main, they made ufe of 
the foundations of , the firft city. Valefius denies 
it, and, for a reafort, alledges, that Adrian would, 
be far from re-building a city implacable to the 
Romans, and favouring the Jews, who had brought 
upon him fuch a Wretched war. But this prince 
did not do it in favour of the Jews, for he gave it 
to other inhabitants. And therefore hiftorians ob- 
ferve; that rhey began to fettle a bifliop there, who 
came of heathen race. The defjgn was to mortify 
the old inhabitants^ by excluding them for ever 
from their primitive habitation. 

» • ■ 

The truth is, Adrian prohibited their return for TcrufaIcm 
ever: and to make the pity odious, if it were paf-Jend-rc™ 
fible, he changed the ufe of the remaining monu- ^e7cV$° 
meats, of old Jerufalem.; for he employed the ftones ' C " 
that had been ufed in the building of the temple to 
make a theatre ; and he erected ftatues of falfe gods 
in. the. place where* the temple formerly ftood. 
And, laftly, St. Jerome fays, that he caufed the 
image of a hog to bjc placed over the gate that led 
to Bethlehem, toihewthat the Jews were fubjedlto 
power of the Romans: but he is miftaken ; the 
fwine was not placed there to indicate the Jews* 
flavery, butto make them abhor entering into Je- 
rufalem, becaufe they hated this animal, the'ufe of 
which was forbidden by the law, and they thought 
the gate was defiled and profaned by this fi- 
gure. 

Adrian, the more effe&ually to evacuate the city Number* 
of its old inhabitants, caufed a great part of them £^ cv ^ he 
to be fold at the fair of Terebinth. Hcgefippusfays, public 
that the Terebinth was a tree that had continued raarc * 
from the creation of the world, under which they 
met to traffick : but it was the place where Abra- 
ham had. pitched his tent, and received the angels, 
which made it venerable. The Jews were expofed 
to fale there at the price of horfes ; and thofe that 
could not be fold, were carried to another fair, 
which was kept at Gaza. In Jerome's time they ap- 
plied to this mifery thefe words ; u A cry was heard 



550 



CONTINUATION of the HISTORY of the JEWS. 



Book 



in llamah> Rachael weeping for her children be* 
caufe their niifery and affliction wcreexceffivc. This 
Father ulfo applied to the miferies that happened un- 
der Adrian this prophecy of Zachariah, "I will feed 
the ilf*ck offlaughter ; w becaufethathe had learnt, 
from the tradition and ancient hiftory of the Jews, 
that this prince had put a great number to death, 
punifhed others with the mod rigorous (cverity, 
and fold them at Terebinth, or carried them into 
Egypt. This Father acquaints us with three things. 
I . That he hadread the traditions and hiftory of the 

Jews concerning their calamities, and therefore 
there mull have been fuch at that time, a. That 
Terebinth fair ftill continued j but that the Jews 
were aftiamed to be prefent at it, becaufe they re- 
membered the ufage of their fathers. 3. That the 
Jews aflembled, and came, in his time, to buy, of 
the foldiers, the liberty of feeing Jerufalem. They 
could not weep without paying for it. The old men 
and women were feen with tears in their eyes n tore- 
pair to the mount of Olives, and bewail the deftruc- 
tion of the temple. The foldiers made great ad- 
vantage of the Jews' veneration for the remains of 
the holy city, and of Adrian's feverity of forbidding 
their entrance for ever 5 for they fold them, at a 
dear rate, the fight of this place and the liberty of 
ftrewing perfumes upon a Hone there. Jerome 
allures us, that Adrian conveyed part of thefe pri- 
foners to Egypt, where their number was confi- 
derably augmented. 

Adrian having fuccefsfully concluded the war in 
Judaea, ftamped medals, on which was feen a wo- 
man holding two naked children, and facrificing 
upon an altar, with thefe words : 

ADVENTUS AUG. JUDiEiE. 

The arrival of the Emperor in Judaea. 

■ 

Triftan thought that the woman whp lacrifices, 
reprefents this fubdued province, which confents to 
become heathen, and to facrifice to the falfe gods j 
and that (lie brings to the altar two naked children, 
to flie w that fhe renounced circumcifion. The.em- 
peror meant rather to fignify, by the altar and fa- 

bicditare" 3 " 01 '^ 06 ? ^ at religion was abolifhed in this 

andeondi- province, which he had colonied with new inhabi- 
tants. W e fee another medal of this fame prince, 
where JUD/EA is reprefented as a woman on. her 
knees, giving her hand to the emperor, and three 
children imploring mercy. One of thefe children 
is naked. Will it be faid that thedefign of it was 
to (hew his not being circumcifed ? Themedalift's 
intention was toimprefs a monument, repreienting 
the fubmiflion and defperate mifery of Judaea, after 
Barchochebas's defeat. 



uun. 



More leni- 
ty shewn 



Thofe that dealt in the eaft were much more for- 
to the jews tunate. Trajan had carried the waragainft them as 
ofthecaft f ar as ]VIefopotamia. But Adrian, upon his accef- 

lion to the throne, having preferred an inglorious 
peace to a doubtful war, confented that the Eu- 
phrates (hould be made the boundary of the Ro- 
man empire. So that the Jews of. this country had 
no fliare in this prince's war againft their nation. 

It is true a confederacy had been formed of three 
forts of Jews. Some inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing provinces, animated with the hopes of .plun- 
der, and thefirftadvantageousfuccefTes,joiiiedt|beii- 
ancient enemies to fight the Romans. Many Jews 
of other provinces of the empire, who ftill breathed 
after their liberty, and fought an opportunity of 
recovering it, laid hold on this. Perhaps too fbme 
came from the <remoteft parts, and from beyond 
Euphrates, to the fuccour of their brethren ; and 
therefore the number of the dead amounted to a- 
bove (ix hundred thoufand j which number could 
not have been found in Judas a alone, after what it 
had differed under Trajan. Neverthelefs it cannot 
he faid that Adrian himfelf carried the war into 
the eaft, and pa(Ted the Euphrates; for he went 
into his retreat of Tivolv, where he rendered him- 
felf completely odious by the exercifc of his various 
cruelties. 



We find that this prince had added a new degree H «dij 
mifery to the Jews, by impofing on them a tribute 
for the liberty of reading the Bible in Hebrew, and J c *'< 
that this tribute was ftill paid in Tertullian's time; 
for he fays, in his apology, that the Jews, every 
fabbath, purchafed the liberty of reading publicly 
by a tax they paid. They fay that the Jews that 
had highly elteemed the Septuagint verfion, began 
to abhor it, when they perceived it was more fa- 
vourable to the Chriftians than the Hebrews. But 
Adrian commanded them only to ufe this verfion 5 
fb that they were forced to pay money to read the 
Hebrew in the fynagogues on the fabbath. 



CHAP. IV. 



Of the difciples of Akiba^ and of the other learned men 

who lived at that time. 
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E are told that Akiba left many difciples, who 
all diftinguiflied themfelves by their learning. 
But the moft celebrated amongft them was Judal 
Hakkadafli, who compiled the Miftinah, or'Cora- 
mentary on Leviticus. He was the fon of Simeon 
the Juft, born at Sepphoris, and flourifhed during 
the reigns of three emperors, who were great ene- 
mies to the Chriftians, but very favourable to the 
Jews, viz. Antoninus Pius, M. Aurelius, and Com* 
modus. He became very considerable on account 
of hi§ fan&ity, and much more for his great learn- 
ing, and prefided over the great academy of Ti- 
berias with uncontrolled authority. But he was 
efteemed above all for his famous book called the 
Miftinah, or repetition of the law, of which the fol- 
lowing is an abftra<St. 




the© 



The Miftinah is divided into fix parts. The firft^ 
is intitled cc Seder Zerahim/* and treats on feeds 
in the fields, trees, fruits,- plants, &ci ; 



MM 



1 tl 



The. fecondj " Seder Mohadim," treats of the 



lewifh feafts 



• • - • 



The; third, " Seder Naftam," treats of women, 
id all. matrimonial caufes. 



* * 



# 



The fourth, " Seder Nezikim," treats of lofTes; 
damages, trade, and law-futts arifing from them, 
and the manner of proceeding in them. . 



* • 1 



The fifth, " Seder Kodofliim," treats of facri- 
fices, oblations, and all other holy or facrificed 
things. i 



.«;»; 



The'fixth treats of all kinds of expiations, and 
all- things relating to purification. Each of thefe 
books Contained feveral traces, amounting in the 
whoie toifixty-three. * 



* * 



This code, or body , of oral traditions, is founded 
upon a five-fold authority. / 

ift. Upon the writings of Mofes, whofe expofi- 
tions ar^containedin thie Pentateuch, and are either 
detifive ctf th^mfelves> or by confluences fairly 
draWn from them. ....... 

j » ■ - - « ■ 

« 1 . ■ * p * I 1 • 

ad; Upon the ordinances of that fegiflator deli- 
veredto.him on the mount, or, as they are com- 
monly ftilcd, the oral law, which are looked upon 



to ht of the fame authority with the written 



_ • • 

3d. Upon the different decilions of the ancient 
dottors, concerning which a man is at liberty to 
take which fide he pleafcs, whether, for inftanee, 
thofe of Hillib or Shammai. 



4th. On the maxim's and layings of the prophets 
and wife men, which arc on that account Ailed the 
hedges or fences of the law ; but from which the 
rabbins do often fwervc ; though, in the main, they 
hold them in great eftecm. 

* > 

5th. On the ancient rites and cultoius, which have 
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fincc gained the function of a law, and arc made || fuffice to flicvv the genius of the doflors of that 
by it equally obligatory. 




This is the fum of that fo much boafted treatifc, 
which is therefore (Hied a body of civil and ecclefi- 
aftical rights of the Jews, and is a collection of their 
oral laws, rules, &e. However, it is probable this 
book was not published, or, at leaft, received, im- 
mediately, fince we find mention made, in Hcgcfip- 
pus, of fuch oral traditions being ftill appealed to, 
andcanvafled, towards the latter end of the fecond 
century. Thofe who want a fuller account of it, 
may confult the Latin Yerlion of Surenhufius, with 
the notes of feveral learned commentators. 

Jochanan HalTandalar, who lived alio in Adrian's 
reign, faid, 41 that every aflembly that was made in 
* c the name of God remained, and that others were 
" difperfed becaufe virtue is the foul of focieties, 
and the knot that ties them clofe, but vice ruins atid 
deftroys them. We fliould not fpeak of Eleazar, 
the fon of Simeon Jochaides, who was purfued by 

the Romans, and concealed a long time, with his 
father, were not fome prayers afcribed to, him, 
which the Italian and German Jews make ufe of* 



CHAP. V. 



Antoninus Pius becomes d profelyte to the Jcwifb reli- 

Is offended with the Jews, and makes war 



Defeats t/iem 9 and grants them prtvi- 



gton. 

againft them. 

leges under certain reftriftions. Juftin Martyr has a 
conference with Tryphon. Principles of the latter. 
Marcus Aurelius makes war a gain ft the Jews$ and 
punijhes them for entering into a confederacy with 
Cafjius. Converfion of Hegefippus. his account of 
the different [efts of Jews. Other feSts mentioned 
by Juftin Martyr. Various tranjlations of the Scrips 



tures. 



ANTONINUS Phis, who was adopted by Adrian, Antonifittl 
and raifed to the higheft dignities, is reprfe- wwapro- 
fented as a great friehd and pat'rbii.of the Jewifh the Jewish 
nation, having been a difciple r 6f Jiidah, and fub- rcIi e icm - 
mitted to the rite of tircumcifion. He always 
however, diflembled his religion ; and though he 



One of the moft famous of all Akiba's pupils was profefTedJudaifm, which he w^perfedly acquaint- 
the illuftrious Meir. They gave him this name be- |j ed with, yet he^appeared devoted to the fer vice of 
caufe he was the light of the learned, and opened 
the eyes of his difciples. He married a learned 
woman, whofe decifions the Thalmudifts receive 



idols. He conftantly favoured the Jews, and fo 
ftremioufly applied himfelf to the. ftu<Ty of the law 
and tradition, that lie joined with his matter Judah 



with greater reverence than thofe of her hufband, J in the compofition of the Mifnah. 



otwithftandingall their veneration for him 

Dofitheus was one of Meir's difciples ; but we 
muft not confound him with one Dofitheus a prieft, 
fent by Efarhaddon to the Cuthaeans, to teach them 
the law, that they might not be devoured by lions. 
There was alfo another Dofitheus, who was the fon 
' of Janni, who could not have ftudied under Meir, 
fince his father lived not till the end of the fecond 



Antoninus, however, inftead of countenancing Ahfoniniit 
the Jews, was foon tinder a tieceflity of making war 5riwL c ji« ar 
againft them, becaufe they had rebelled. Adrian's J«ws, 
prohibition of circumcifion was ftill in force. They 
had obeyed an emperor who had forced them to it 
by the torrent of his cbnquefts, and power of his 
arms. But they could not long brook their being 
deprived of this accuftomed fign of their religion* 



century. This man determined that it was no crime 11 They rofe the firft opportunity, and were refolved, 



Cklpcu. 



to forget fome portion of the law, except when it 
was done voluntarily ; and this forgetfulnefs be- 
came innocent, when application to Ttudy was the 
caufe of it. The decifion is not very curious ; but 
yet it has admitted Dofitheus into the rank of Ta- 
naites and Fathers, whofe fentences are religioufly 
preferved. 

taeefcas. Somechus, the fon of Jofes, was another of Meir's 
fcholars, and a moft excellent cafuift. 

Chclpeta, a citizen of Tfippori, had twofons that 
ftudied under Meir. Jofes grew the moft famous. 
The emperor Adrian baniftied him from Tiberias, 
and fent him to livein his native country, where the 
learned were not honoured as in an academy. Here 
he took to the trade of a currier. The Jews, who 
find moft part of the dodtorsto be only mechanics, 
have turned their reproach into glory, by making a 
law, commanding all Rabbins to learn a trade. 
Some Chriftians imagine this was done in emulation 
of the apoftles and difciples, who laboured with their 
own hands ; but this reafoning is unjuft ; for if the 
handicraft of the apoftles was a fubjedt of jealoufy, 
the Council of Trent ought not to have deftroyed 
this glory, and changed it into a reproach, by for- 
bidding the conferring of orders on a man that had 
not a benefice or a patrimony fufficient to maintain 
him. Befides, it was better to get a livelihood by 
honeft labour, like St. Paul, than to authorize fuch 
a mendicant indolence as that of the Monks. 

His younger brother, Scimon, who lived under 
Antoninus, and the following emperors, withjudah 
the Saint, was a man eminent for his fkill in the 
learned and more abftrufe fciences. 

m 

The fame age produced another Scimon, the fon 
of Eleazar, a man of learning, but of exceflive pride, 
which, however, according to the account of a La- 
tin writer, was humbled by an extraordinary inci- 
dent, fo that afterwards he acquired the graces of 
modeftv and candour. 



fword in hand, to oblige Antoninus to give them 
this liberty. Capitolinus, in his narrative of this 
war, has cojtnprized Antoninus's victories in the 
compafs of five or fix lines, and by his brevity occa- 
fioned Baronius to believe that the infurre&ion of 
the Jews happened in the firft year of his reign. But 
the Jews, who were difperfed, and extremely debi- 
litated by Adrian, required fome years to colledta 
body, and capacitate themfelves to make head a- 
gainft a potent prince. Befides, Capitolinus^ ac- 
count is a compendium of this prince's noble actions, 
which ought to be diftinguifhed, as having been at- 
chieved at different times. The Jews were unfuc- 
cefsful, and defeated by Antoninus ; but when he 
had conquered them, he reftorcd them the privilege 
of circumcifion under thefe reftridtions : 

I. It only related to the Jews : but the Samarians, Ahtoninui 
whp profelfed the fame religion, had not the benefit jKJ^ M 
of it. a. Profelytes were alfo excluded, and none i«gc« P un-" 

cr certain 



rite. 



ions 



Meir had alfo the honour of inftru&ing Judah, 
the author of the Mifnah, of whom we have fpoken 
more at large ; and prefumc thefe (ketches will 

No. 4.~. 



Juftin Martyr had at that tim£ a conference withconfercm 
Tryphon. The Jews fpeak of a famous Rabbin, ^ffi 
who was preceptor or colleague with Akiba, called Rabbin 
Tryphon ; and Dr.. Lightfoot thinks it was he that Tryp 
Juftin Martyr difputed with. He was not only rich 
but charitable ; for we are told that Akiba, being 
employed to take care of the poor, he gave him 
4000 gold crowns, which he diftributed in oiie day* 
Though he was a difciple of Schammy's fchool, yet 
he has been efteemed ; ami many fcntenccs.of his are 
preferved and inferted in the maxims of the Fathers. 
Hefolicitsmen tohaften their falsification, becaufe 
of the brevity of human life. God demands it, and 
therecompence will be confiderable. Neverthelefs, 
he teaches, " That man is not obliged to the per- 
u formanceof tlie whole law ; and provided he does 
" his endeavour to know but one part of it, yet he 
u fliall receive a great reward /* 

We are taught alfo from him, that the name of H ?™^ 
twelve letters ccafed to he pronounced at that time. p ° ras " 
The name of Jehovah is ineffable, becaufe it ex- 
prcfles the efience of God without ambiguity ; 
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whereas the others only make him known by his at- 
tributes. There wasmorcover adifpute among the 
doctors about the manner of pronouncing it. The 
prophnnc, who increafed their numbers after the 
death of Simeon the Juft, abufed it ; and therefore 
they left off pronouncing it. Inftead of this in- 
effable name was fubrtituted one of twelve letters, 
which the pried uttered in giving the bleffing to the 
people. But Tarphon affirms, that one day coming 
near the prieft to hear him pronounce his benedic- 
tion, he perceived that he did not articulate the 
twelve letters; but that he only muttered whilft 
the brethren fang ; and the reafon of this change 
proceeded from the number of theprophane, which 
wasincreafed. They highly commend the wifdom 
of this Tarphon, and his knowledge in the law. 

Though Marcus Aurelius was naturally of a 



the theatre, " He is an Atiicift," but were alfo the 
moft vehement round his pile. They perfccutcd 
this great man after his death, by foliating the 
judge to deny his body to the Chriftians ; but, at 
laft, the captain of the guards, feeing the bitter 
rage of the Jews againft the dead body, caufed it 
to be reduced to afhes. 

Thefe commotions might be made by a mutinous 
rabble, and tolerated by reafon of the hatred to the 
Chriftians ; yet it is certain that the Jews enjoyed 
great liberty of confeience at Smyrna, flnce they 
wereprefentat the theatre, anddiltinguifhed them* 
felves from the heathens. Moreover we find fume 
footfteps of their authority in Phrygia, by the an- 
fwers that an orthodox pcrfon made to the Monta- 
nifts, who accufed them of being murderers of the 
prophets. c< Is there one of them that, from the 



eHns's great mi feries - during his reign. This pirnce had 
crs fuch an opinion of them, that, as he once palled 
through Judasa in his way to Egypt, he cried out, 
that he had found people as wicked as the Marco- 
mans and Sarmatians ; thofe barbarous nations 
that made continual war, and ravaged a great part 
of his empire in his reign. 

Befides, there were two circum ftances very preju- 
dicial to them. Vologefus, king of Parthia, was 
making warlike preparations at the time that Anto- 
nius died ; and he commenced the war a little after 
his death by violent incurfions. Severian, the go- 
vernor of Cappadocia, attempting to oppofe him, 
perifhed with his whole army. Marching after- 
wards into Syria, the Parthians made terrible de- 
finition. The eaftern Jews, who were fubje<5t to 
the Parthians, and enemies to the Romans, joined 
them, and increafed the number of their troops. 
Mercus Aurelius fent Lucius Verus, his colleague, 
with the beft officers of the empire ; but he flopped 
at Antioch to relax, and left the war to the manage- 
ment of his generals, Caflius, who commanded, 
beat Vologefus, and purfued him to his capital 
Ctefipbon, which he took, and demolifhed the pa- 
lace of the kings. Babylon, which ftill made fome 
figure, Mefopotamia, and the lands of theMedes, 
where there were a great number of Jews, were 
laid wafte. Seleucia, upon the banks of the Ti- 
gris, voluntarily furrendered : but the Romans vio- 
lating the capitulation, killed four or five hundred 
thoufand perfons. By a treaty of peace concluded 
four years after the beginning of the war, Mefopo- 
tamia and Ofrene, however, remained fubjeft to the 
Romans. Thus the Jews of this country were re- 
duced once more under their obedience. 

Caffius, who left the eaft to vanquifh the Sarma- 
tians, flufhed with fo many exploits and vhffcories, 
which raifed him to the rank of heroes, encouraged 
circoti- asisfaid, byFauffina, Marcus Aureliua's wife, who 

ihclm- was for making him an emperor, that flie might mar- 
punish- r y him after her hufband's death, afTumed the title 

of emperor inSyria, where he wasgoverner, having 
firft fpread a report that the throne was vacant by 
Marcus Aurelius's death. His reign was but a 
dream, for it lafted but three months and fix days. 
However, the Jews, who only waited for an oppor- 
tunity to rife, feeing the fire kindled in the neigh- 
bourhood, added fuel to the flames, by joining wjth 
the rebels. Marcus Aurelius pardoned the children 
of Caffius, whofe head had been brought to him, 
and fpared the blood of the fenators who had en- 
gaged in the confpiracy He even caufed his letters 
to be burnt, that they might not be known. But 
he could not bear the infult which the Jews had of- 
fered him, and to punifh them he renewed Adrian's 
laws againftthem. Whether thefe laws were ill exe- 
cuted, particularly in Afia, where the Jews were 
numerous, and very remote from the capital, or 
that they purchafed the liberty of annoying the 
Chriftians, they fignalized themfelvesin this coun- 
try by their hatred. Juftin Martyr had before charg- 
ed them withtheconfequencesof his paffion, which 
frequently broke out. But they manifefted it at 
Smyrna, in Polycarp's martyrdom; for they not only 
joined their voices with the heathens, in crying in 



mild temper, yet this exempted not the Jews from 4C origin of their fe£fc, has been perfecuted by the 



u Jews, or killed by the impious ? Is there any wo-* 
" man who has been whipped in the fynagogues or 
"ftoned?" This author attributes to the Jews the 
perfecutions of theChriftians, and the branches that 
divided Chriftianity. He adds the power of fcourg- 
ing. The uncontrouled and numerous rabble:in 
Aha, in Marcus Aurelius's time, purfued the Chrif- 
tians in the flrcets with ftones, and fometimes cru- 
cified them. It is even very probable that Thrafeas,' 
bifhop of Eumenia, or of Emalhifar, in Phrygia 
Pecatiana, was martyred in this manner. Thecir- 
cumcifed muft have been numerous in this part of 
the world, lince Montanus endeavoured to allure 
them, by giving the name of Jerufalem to two lit- 
tle cities of Phrygia, which he looked upon as the 
principal feats of his fedt. 

This time produced the converfion and unufual 
baptifm of a Jew. A man of this nation travelling, 
in the reign of Marcus Aurelius, with Chriftians in 
adefart, was taken with fuch a violent third, that it 
was thought he was going to expire. He demanded 
baptifm with an impatience, which made the Chrif- 
tians uneafy, as being utterly deftitute of water; 
One of them fupplied the defedt, by taking fand, 
which he threw upon the catechumen's body, pro-t» * 
nouncing the baptifm form. The Jew recovered - 
by this new baptifm, and marched on to the city 
of Alexandria. Dionyfius, who was then bifhop 
there, being informed of the fa£t, ordered the Jew 
to be re baptized, with water. Niccphorus adds, 
that fuch another initance happened under Athana- ' ' 
fius j and he has annexed a third example, that fell 
out in his time at Conftantinople. 



< ■ 



4 ' 



^ The converfion of Hegefippus, who lived at that h 
time, fcems alfo dubious to many. It is agreed conwia 
that he was a Jew, and that he embraced Chriftiar 
nity ; but fome fectarifts reprefent him as a kind of 
half Chriftian, in not being brought to give up cer- 
tain tenets he had imbibed from his infancy. 

Though the truth would not be weakened by the 
lofs of its defenders, and by the judgment we form 
at this day of his dodtrine, yet we cannot forbear 
faying, that the arguments produced againft hini 
are very weak. For Eufebius only fay*, that he doto* 
had publifhed feveral things drawn from the He- 
brew and Syriac gofpel, and the unwritten tradi- 
tions of the Jews. It fhould therefore be concluded, 
that he continued a Jew, becaufe he ufed the un- 
written traditions of the fynagoguc : as it is con- 
cluded he was aiv Ebionite, becaufe he has fome- 
times quoted the Hebrew gofpel. Neverthelefs, 
nobody denies that he embraced Chriftianity . Her 
gefippus fays, that he went to Corinth, where the 
church continued conftant in the purity of the faith; 
and that Primus, who was then bifhop of it, gave 
him great comfort by the difcourfes they had con- 
cerning the truth. From thence he went to Rome, 
and maintained conftant communion with the bi- 
fhop who held the fee. The church of Corinth was 
neither Arian nor Ebionite. Hegefippus attributes 
to it the profeffion of a true faith. He united with 
this bifhop, and converfed with him about this 
pure faith : it is therefore indifputable that He- 
gefippus was of the fame religion with the bifhop 
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and 
and 



the church, whole pcirity of faithbecommends, 
that he held the do&rine received at Corinth 



and Home. 

Hegefippus informs us, that there were tradi- 
tions among the Jews, and that they were not writ- 
ten in his time. Wehave reafon therefore to think, 
that Judah the Saint, did not compofe the Mifhah 
till Commodris's reign, towards the end of the fe- 
cond century, fince they were not yet publiflied 
in Hegefippus's time, who lived under Marcus An- 
toninus. Eufehius had firft placed him under A- 
drian ; but it feeins that he difcovered his error* 
and corrected it* 



i 

I 



rea * Hegefippus fpeaks of four famous fe<fts amotig 
tojwru the Jews ; the Samarians, the Pharifees, the Sad- 

ducces, and the EfTenes ; to which he adds the Ga- 
lileans. Thefe were the followers of that famous 
Judas, who rofe in the days of the taxing made by 
Auguftus, and who would not have the emperors 
acknowledged for their lords, nor tribute paid to 
them. This fpirit of fedition was ftill in being ; and 
thefe fedtaries were thbfe who had caufed the terri- 
ble rebellions which completed the ruin of the na- 
tion. The Hemero-baptifts are charged by Epi- 
phanius with having incorporated all the errors of 
the Pharifees and Sadducees ; but 1 do not fee what 
reafon there is for this accufation ; for their name 
only denotes their care to wafh themfelves every 
day, or many times in a day. It was a branch of 
the Pharifees that Chrift taxed with fondnefs for 
wafliings, and who afterwards feparated from the 
body of the fedfc to make a particular one, and per- 
haps a more rigid one in point of wafhings. 

Hegefippus reckons the Mafbothasans amongft 
the Jewifh fc&s. This feft arofe after our Saviour ; 
for they are not known from the gofpel, nor by any 
more ancient author. We difcover their true opi- 
nion in the apoftolical confutations : they denied a 
Providence, and believed that every thing happened 
by chance : they alfo reje&ed the doftrineof the im- 
mortality of the foul. So that the Mafbothaeans 
were a branch of the Sadducees ; ' as the Hemero- 
baptifts proceeded from the Pharifees. I know 
not wherefore it has been thought that their name 
was borrowed from the fabbath, which they ob- 
ferved more religioufly than others ; for there is no 
analogy betwixt the termsMafbothaeans and Sabba- 
tarians. It was the character of the heretics of that 
time to confound languages, and to coin unknown 
words fromthem. There were other Mafbothaeans, 
difciples to Simon Magus, which Theodoret has 
diftinguifhed from the Jewifh fedlaries, and with 
reafon, for they derived that pedigree from one 
Mafbothaeus, their founder, and may be ranked 
amonp; Chriftian heretics. 



Juftin Martyr gave Tryphon a very different ac- 
(fcfefts count of the lefts that divided the Jews of his age, 
°no!cd by V ' though he was cotemporary with Hegefippus. He 
j^Mar- partes over the EfTenes in filence, as if they were 

vanifhed ; and I could eafily believe that Hege- 
fippes only mentioned them becaufe they had for- 
merly made a confiderable fchifm in the nation. 
Juftin Martyr maintains three fe&s, the Genifts, 
the Merifts, and the Hellenifts. It is faid the Ge- 
nifts derived their glory from being the defcendahts 
of Abraham, the Father of the faithful. The Me- 
rifts divided the Scripture, and did not receive all 
the prophets, becaufe they were animated by diffe- 
rent fpirits. Thefe Merifts might be thofe men- 
tioned by Benjamin of Tudela. He found a fchifm 
at Cairo, becaufe the Jews at Babylon, and of tlie 
Irack divided the Scripture differently from thofe of 
Syria. The former fo partitioned it, as to read it 
all in one)'ear; the others multiplying thefeAions, 
read it but in three years. Scaliger imagined that 
the fchifm was between thcGreeksandBabylonians, 
becaufe he had read in Benjamin the word Igrikim, 
which he translated the Greeks. But Conftantine 

the emperor, who publiflied and tranflated his tra- 
vels, read it irraeakin. The Jews of the Irack 

were perhaps Regefippus's Merifts, who began to 
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feparate about the manner of reading and dividing 
the Scripture. 

The Hellenifts began alfo to fet up a new fedt, of 
which it will not be amifs to trace the original . Af- 
ter the conquefts of Alexander the Great, a diftinc- 
tion was made of the Hellenift Jews, which is ex- 
preffed in great chara<5ters in the gofpcl. This 
name was given them becaufe they were mingled 
with the Greeks, {poke their language, and read 
the Holy Scriptures in it after they were tranflated; 
We oblerve this only difference between them and 
the other Jews, with whom other wife they partook 
in the fame religion, facrifices, and ceremonies. 

Scaliger imagined that the jealoufy and hatred 
were of very long ftanding betwixt thefe two parts 
of the nation, and that they had always made a kind 
of fchifm. They reproach the Hellenifts with read- 
ing the Scripture in the Egyptian way, from the 
left to the right, and this was a kind of an affront. 
From reproaches they came to blows ; and whilft 
the fecond temple flood, Eleazar, the fon of Tfadoc. 
entering the Synagogue of the Alexandrians at 
Jerufalem, faid the moft provoking things his rage 
could fiiggeft. Scaliger found traces of this fchifm 
as low as the twelfth century. 

■ > 

If Scaliger was fight, the feA of the Hellenifts 
would be much more ancient than we make it. But 

■ 

though there were fome jealoufy betwixt the Hel- 
lenifts and the Jews of Paleftine, yet it proceeded 
not to a feparation or fchifm. The Hellenift were 
even permitted to build many fynagogues at Je- 
rufalem for their ufe, where they performed their 
devotions; whilft Jofephus has related no difpute 
upon this matter, nor Philo complained that his 
countrymen were ill ufed. 

• • * - 

The learned are divided, and run into extremes, 
as to the rife, caufe, attdtime of the divifion. Some, 
as Salmafius, think they have proved, that the Bi- 
ble was never read in Greek,- becaufe it was not 
read in Arabic, which was more common, and better 
known by the Jews than the Greek could be. Ano- 
ther joins together both Hellenifts and Jews into 
one fynagogue at Jerufalem; and fancies that he 
finds a proof of it in the hiftory of the A<3rs, where 
the Jews and Greeks were divided about the crea- 
tion of the deaconeffes ; which could not have hap- 
pened had they not been both in the fame fyna- 
gogue, as if the queftion there was not about the 
converted Greeks and Jews, who made but one 
body in the church, where they could not continue 
long without dividing. 

■ 
■ 

Others, prepoffeffed in favour of the Septuagint 
verfioiij-find it every where, and exalt it far above 
the original. The fafeft way is to embrace a due 
medium; Neceffity required that the Hellenifts, 
who underftood not Hebrew, fliould read the law 
in Greek in their fynagogues. Though it were 
true that Philo, and fome other of the learned* 
underftood the Syriac, there would ftill be the fame 
neceflityforthcGreek verfion for that great number 
of Hellenifts that were in Egypt, and in all the 
"great cities of Afia under the Roman jurifdiction. 
The Jews of Jerufalem could not condemn this 
practice, fince they had fuch another in ufing the 
Ghaldee paraphrafes ; and when there were no writ- 
ten paraphrafes, they filled up this defeat by an ex- 
plication of each verfe, which cuftom beir>g as an- 
cient as Ezra, authorized that of the Greek verlions 
in all the places where the Ghaldee was not the lan- 
guage of the country. Simeon, the fon of Gama- 
liel, who lived at the time of Titus's war, deter- 
mined that the law might be read and written in 
Greek. We fliall fee hereafter why the Gemara 
has limited this decifion to the live books of Mofes. 
We may add that R. Levi, coniii 
t where there were many Greeks, was furprlzcd to 
hear the Hebrew words 4,1 Hear O Ifiaelf pro- 
nounced in Greek. But R. Jofes alked him whe- 
ther thofe that underftood not the Hebrew never 
read the law ; andadded, without svaiiingforan an- 
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fvver, 4C That whoever reads in a language he knows 

or undcrftands, does his duty." 

Lightfoot, who could not deny but that there' 
were Greek copiesin the fynagogues, imagined that 
they were placed there by way of precaution, that 
when the heathens came in to explode their religion, 
they might be convinced by their own eyes that it 
was not bad. 

To own that there were Greek copies iti the fy- 
nagogues, is to confefs that the law was read in this 
language ; and the Hebrews hindered not a cuftom 
that was univerfally received in the regions of the 
Roman empire. Neverthelefs, they both of them 
confidered the original as facred, and preferable, 
as well to the verhons as to Chaldee paraphrafes, 
becaufe it was God that had made choice of this 
tongue. 

Chriftianity difhirbed this harmony of the Jews. 
The Chriftians difputing with them, always ufed 
I37«fit the verfion of the LXX. which not only was better 

known, but more advantageous to them. Juftin 
Martyr produces proofs out of it ; for he taxes the 
Hebrews with lately having (truck out thefe words 
of Jeremy, ct I am like a lamb that is led to the 
flaughter," which were found in the feventieth ver- 
iion. He carried his proofs farther, in quoting a 
paflage of Efdras, which is no where to be found, 
and which he is accufed of having put into Greek; 
though it is more than probable that this fraud was 
more ancient than he that made ufe of it. Thefe 
reproaches, well or ill grounded, began todifguft 
the Jews with the Greek verfion, and to give them 
lefs efteem for thofe who were obliged to ufe it. 
The originals were cried up above the verlion, 
which was rejected, and found pernicious : they flew 
into an extreme, and this diipute produced four 
effedts. I • The name of Htllenift became odious ; 
and thofe that bore it, finding themfelves abufed 
with bitter reproaches, fet up the fedl mentioned 
by Juftin Martyr. Here then you have the origin 
of the fe£t. a. They attempted new verfions, of 
which we fliall give an account. 3. The Gemarifts, 
not being able to prohibit the reading of the Greek 
books, confined it to the Pentateuch ; becaufe thefe 

five books contained lefs difputed prophecies than 
thofe of the other prophets, 4 As the hatred to 

theHellenifts continually increafed, thofe fabulous 
prodigies were invented, faidto be wrought at the 
time that the Septuagint verfion was compofed, 
and they talked of a faft that was celebrated on the 
account of this verfion, of which no mentionis made 
in the Talmud. Thus it is we difentangle the his- 
tory of the Hellenifts, and not only extricate it with 
probability, but our opinions are founded upon 
many irrefragable teftimonies. Thefe new feifta- 
ries appeared therefore a little before Juftin Mar- 
tyr ; or rather the name of Hellenifts, which was 
hardly odious before, grew fo then, and became 
the Lille of a fed. 

The different parties fell to work u|)on feveral 
tranflations of the Scripture, and this fort of bufi- 
nefs became much in fafhion among the Jews ; 
which the Hellenifts we have been fpeaking of 
defired; or elfe they became more neceffary to dis- 
pute againft the Chriftians difperfed over all the 
Roman empire, 
in it : 
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Aquila was the firft that engaged 
whofe verfion was received with a general 
applaufe of the Hellenifts. Origin affirms, That all 
the Jews, who did not underftand the Hebrew, were 
accuftomed to this verfion, which they looked upon 
to be the beft of all. Phileftrius not only fays the 
fame thing, but adds, that fome heretics followed 
it. In the mean time the Thalmudifts, full of that 
jealoufy that had for fome time prevailed againft 
the Hellenifts, made their efforts to difguft the 
people with it, and reduce them to the Hebrew 
Bible. We find, in their writings, feveral ftrokes 
of cenfure againft the Greek one. The Chriftians 
complained of it, becaufe it came from a fufpedted 
hand, and which had robbed them of many paflages 
of Scripture ; but, however, they fometimes made 
ufe of it: and St. Jerome, who had condemned 



it, praifed afterwards the exadtriefs of the author, 
rheodotion made another of them. The Jews car- 
ried off this conqueft from the church ; for Thco- 
dotion, who was born an heathen, had embraced 
Chriftianity; but being brought over to Judaifm, 
was circumcifed . He was a native of Pontus, where 
he bad known Mercion, his countryman, and had 
entered into his feft. From thence he went to E- 
phefus, where the Jews were numerous and confi- 
derable, and he lifted into the fynagogue. It feems 
that this was an invafion upon Antoninus's law, who 
forbad the Jews the making of profelytes, and cir- 
cumcifing them. But we have already obferved, 
that thefe laws were ill executed in Afia ; and per- 
haps Marcus Aurelius had revoked them ; for The- 
odotion made no myftery of his circumcifion, and 
the Chriftians knew it well enough. He learnt of 
his new mafters Hebrew enough to tranflate the 
Scripture, or rather to copy the Septuagint ; for he 
followed them foclofe, that Origin made ufe of his 
verfion to fill up the chafmsand vacuities that were 
found in the Septuagint. Itisfaid that hepublifhed 
it in the firft year of Commodus's reign, according 
to the cuftom of the time ; for the learned took a 
pride to publifii their works in the Decennalia or 
Vicennalia, and at the birth of princes, or when 
they came to the throne. Not to difpute about this 
cuftom, did a Jew make a fufficient figure in the 
empire to honour Commodus's coronation by a ver- 
fion of the Holy Scriptures ? As odious as his per- 
fon muft have been, the Chriftians reaped fome ad- 
vantage by his work ; and read publicly his tran- 
flation of the prophet Daniel, becaufe that of the 
Septuagint was full of faults ; or rather becaufe 
this verfion was by a hand that was much inferior 
to thofe that had worked upon the Pentateuch. 
Alfo the Ebionites and Nazarenes preferred it be- 
fore all others. Symmachus compofed a third tran- 
flation in Severus's reign . It appeared much clearer, 
and more ufeful than the preceding ones ; becaufe 
this author had moreVefpeA to the fenfe than to 
the fignification of words. The Chriftians made 
ufe of all thefe tranflations ; though they were only 
made to their prejudice, and by doctors that infi- 
nitely hated them. However, the verfion of the 
Septuagint ftillraifed its head above all thefe new 
fangled pieces. In the mean time it muft be owned, 
that they were only undertaken to weaken its au- 
thority, to hinder its being ufed in the fynagogues, 
as it hitherto had been, and to prevent the Chrif- 
tians, who difputed with the Jews, from drawing 
objections out of it. For, indeed, thefe laft inter- 
preters had robbed us of Ifaiah's oracle, 14 A virgin 
(hall bring forth." 
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The Jews firmly attached to Severus, who makes war 
againft the Parthians. Severus extends the war into 
Judea, but ts very favourable to the Jews. Expla- 
nation of a law admitting Jews into offices. Jnfe- 
rences drawn therefrom. The Jews are favoured un- 
der Car acalla. Traditions peculiar to the Helleni/ls^ 
and others to the Jews. Jachanan compiles the Tal- 
mud. Account of it. Clemency of Alexander Severus 
to the Jews. 

PESCENNIUS Niger being proclaimed emperor Revolt of 
in Syria, endeavoured to makejudasa, which was ^" maJ 
adjacent, declare for him ; and finding this people of 
an unfhaken fidelity for Severus, he did them all the 
mifchief that the fhortnefsof hisreign could permit J^j^ 
him. Severus wasnot fo fenfibleat firft as he ought severw. 
to have been of their firm attachment to him . Be- 
fides he was taken up with more important affairs ; 
being obliged to carry the war into the eaft againft 
Vologefus, king of Parthia. The Jews, who were 
numerous betwixt the Tigris and the Euphrates, ngainfttbfi 
fuffered much from this war. Adiabcna, whofe Panh,afl '' 
kings had profeflcd Judaifm at the end of the laft 
century, and the beginning of this, was ravaged. 
Babylon and Seleucia were taken. The liege of 
Ctefiphon lafted long, becaufe the Romans were 
reduced to the feeding on herbs and roots : but this 
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city being carried by ftorm, part of its inhabitants j| cauflng the fecular games to be celebrated in the 
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were put to the fword, and 100,000 perfons carried 
torifouers out of it. 

Weare told that Severus, beingapprehenfivethat 
the Jews, difperfed in the eaft, would declare for 
Vologefus, foftened them by many edi&s. But it 
does not appear that they were diftinguifhed from 
the reft of the fubjedts of the Parthian empire, and 
the favourable edidts were not promulgated till 
after the war, 

Car 1nto hC contrary, Severtis, at his return, marched 

warmt0 into Judaea ; and Eufebms fays pofitively, that he 

made war with the Samariaiis and Jews. Uefides, 
the fenate, cdhfounding what the father had done 
in Syria, and the fon in [udafea, decreed a Jewifli tri- 
umph. The emperor, in the fame jourhey, made 
feveral laws relating to Palestine, one of which pro- 
hibited the turning Jew. He left this nation liberty 

to circurhcifc their children ; buit hindered the re- 
ceiving prbfelytfes,, and initiating ftrarigers by this 
cuftom. They had an abode, and fome fettlemerits, 
in Galilee; but the inhibition of living at Jerufa- 
lem was ftill in force in Severus's reign. It cannot 
then be doubted but Severus declared againftthis 
nation in the firft year of his reign. 

Becomes But at length he grew more favourable to them, 
f!*SS£SZ when he was apprized of their fidelity ; or, which 

was, perhaps, a more prevailing motive, as he was 
beyond meafure covetous, when he came to know 
that they had many rich and confiderable perfons, 
who would be glad to purchafe his protection on any 
terms. Accordingly we find feveral of them raifed 
to high pofts, and preferred to the Chriftians, who 
were perfecuted with grievous imports. 
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empire, the Chriftians, who partook in the feaft, 
called it a jubilee. 

* 

Caracalla followed his father's fteps ; nor can it be xfce 
doubted but that he loved the Jews from his child- «cft 
hood, fince one of them at court, who was his play- car* 
fellow, being whipped by the emperor's order, he 
was fo afflidted that he would not fee his father for 
feveral days. So that, as we do not find he adfced 
againft the Jews, we have reafon to believe that 
they took the advantage of a quiet interval to make 
their collodion of traditions* 

Therfe Were tWo forts of traditions j fome that T «<*« 
were peculiar to the Hellenifts, and others received pecu 1 
by the Hebrews of the Holy Land, defcended from 
the Parifefes. The former traditions, Vented by the 
forfeited authors, were a&ually unknown, and re- 
jected by the Tlberiari do&ors, whofe contempt and 
hatred of the Greeks increafed daily. 

Traditions, both Jewifli and Hellenift, were by 
this time grown very numerous, and the teachers 
and writers of both not a few. In this century 
flourifhed the famed Jochanan, chief of the Ama- 
raijen, or commentators on the Mifhah, and com- 
piler of the Jerufalem Talmud. The moft proba- 
ble fuppofirion is, that he was born about the latter 
end of the fecond century, or Anno Dom. 184 or 
185. Some writers pretend that he was chofen 
chief of the academy of Tiberias in the fifteenth 
year of his age, which is improbable, and contrary 
to the pra&ice of the Jews, becaufe his mafter was 
ftill alive; andCaniner, whom he appointed hisfuc- 
ceflbr, is affirmed, by the Jewifli chronologifts, to 
have enjoyed the dignity about ten years more ; fb 
that the fooneft he can be fuppofed to have afcend- 
ed the chair is about anno 115, and about the for- 
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There was another law made in the fame prince's „ .. , . _ , . , . t , , 

rciffn, importing, that « the privileges of the Jews tieth y* ar ? f J 11 ? a £ e > h Y which time he had an op- 
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extending only to things that might prejudice their 
religion, they fhould be called to the Tutelage of 
the heathens like the reft." Guardianfhip was bur- 
thenfbme in all ages. Neverthelefs, ftrangers were 
excluded from it at Rome ; and a man could not 
exercife it without being a denizen of this great 
city Neverthelefs, this princeperfecuted the Chrif- 
tians, inftead of promoting them to dignities. 

* 

Thefe laws therefore fliew that the Jews were 
famfrom looked upon as Roman citizens, fince they were 
tfcfeiaws, charged with the guardianfhip not only of children 

of their own nation, but with that of idolatrous 
ftrangers, and that they were capable of offices, 
and divers employments ; and this irrevocable edidfc 
was obferved for a great many years ; but at laft 
Leo abolifhed it. There was a claufe in the law of 
Severus which rendered it doubly advantageous ; 
for, by giving the Jews the enjoyment of all the 
privileges of Roman citizens, they were left the 
liberty of refilling offices of court, and being made 
decuvions; becaufe if there was any degree of ho- 
nour in thefe pofts, yet they were too burthenfome. 
They were ftiunned inftead of being canvafled for ; 
and thofe that were called to them were forced to 
an acceptance. The emperors fhewed favour to fuch 
as they exempted from them ; and the eunuchs of 
Conftantius made a trade of thefe immunities, which 
they fold. His fucceflbr Julian has been highly com- 
mended for cancelling all thefe exemptions, and for 
being fo rigorous in that refpeA, that he fcarcely 
granted it to thofe who endeavoured to difcharge 
themfelves on the moft plaufible pretences. Seve- 
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tivo maftcrs, in order to qualify himfelf for bis great 
work, in which he was alfifted by two other learned 
rabbies, R.Samuel, and Rab, or Rau, who had like- 
wife been difciples of his two maftcrs, Judah the 
Saint, and R. Chanina. 

The following is a brief account of this famous 
production, commonly known by the name of the 
Hierofoly mi tan Talmud. 

The word Talmud fignifies " Dodlrine," and is Account* 
emphatically given to this work as being a complete x m *&? 
lyftem or body of it, or of the religion and morals 
of the Jews. They have two of that name and im- 
port, viz. this of Jerufalem, which is thefliorter, 
and more obfeure, of the two ; as like wife the more 
ancient by near one century ; and that of Babylon, 
of which we (hall fpeak in its proper place. It is 
properly a comment upon the Mifnah of Judah 
Hakkadafli. 

Judah had fcarcely finifhed his own work, before 
he had the mortification to fee a collection of dif- 
ferent traditions publifhed, and afterwards inferted 
in the Mifhah. To remedy , therefore, thisevil, thefe 
three great men wrote this comment upon it, which 
being completed in Judasa, and in the Hebrew then 
in ufe, wasftiled the Gemarrah, or Perfection; and 
this and the Mifnah together made that which is 
called the Talmud of Jerufalem. 

This Talmud, diftinguifhed by the title of " Hiero- 
foly mitan," being ftilf found not onlv too fuccint, 
as well as too obfeure, by reafon of the barbarous 
terms it had borrowed from other nations, gave 
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up with pride and infolence, efpecially againft the 
perfecuted Chriftians. 

St. Jerome fays, that, in the twelfth year of Se- 
verus, a jubilee was celebrated. This term is pe- 
culiar to the Jews; but Scaliger has remarked, that 
whatfoevcr way we reckon the years, the Jewifli ju- 
bilee could not happen in this. The Chriftians had 
borrowed this word from the fynagogue. But yet 
it was not a jubilee of the church \ and thofe that 
ftiould refer the origin of that celebrated at Rome 

to this, would be grofsly miftaken ; but Severus 
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biAfe, a learned difciple of the great Jochanan, 
who left the academy of Tiberias, and went to pre- 
fide at that of Sara, near Babylon, where he conti- 
nued in that dignity about forty years, during which 
he compiled his Gemarrah, or comment upon the 
Mifnah of Judah the Saint; and from the place 
where he wrote it, it came to be ftiled the Babylo- 
nian Talmud. Afe did not live to finifli it ; but this 
was eifedted by his fons, and fome of his difciples ; fo 
that it became a vaft body or collection of traditions 
concerning the canon laws of the Jews, and of all 
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tbetjucflions relating to the Jcwifh law, wherein the 
Mifiiahis the text, and the Gcmnrrah the comment 
upon it. 

The Jews in general prefer this Babylonian Tal- 
mud, on account of itsclearucfs andfullnefs, above 
that of Jcrufaiem; and though it abounds with ri- 
diculous fables and ftories, they will not fuffer any 
one to call it in queftion without the cenfure ofhe- 
refy. We fliall difpenfe with giving a farther ac- 
count of that voluminous work, and only obferve, 
that the learned Maimonidcs hath given us an ex- 
cellent abridgement of it, in which he has thrown 
out all that was puerile and ridiculous, and confin- 
ed himfelf to a collc&ion of the moft material cafes 
and decifions that are contained in it. This epi- 
tome, which he ftiles " YadKhazchah," or, " Strong 
Hand J 9 is therefore much preferable to the Talmud 
itfelf, as being one of the moft complete bodies of 
the Jewilh laws that ever was written. 

Hitherto the Jews had lived in peace and happi- 
nefs, but had nearly fufferedamoft dreadful perfe- 
ction in the reign of Heliogabalus. That whim- 
fical prince caulcd himfelf to be circumcifcd, and 
abftained from fwine's flefli out of devotion to his 
gods. He might have borrowed this from the Jews, 
in whole neighbourhood he had been brought up, 
and with whom his family had intimate correfpon- 
dence. But all this predile&ion would not have 
fecured them from his violence, had not death 

prevented it. 

Lampridius relates, that this prince, having built 
a fine temple to the honour of Heliogabalus, order- 
ed the Palladium, the veftal fire, the mother of the 
gods, and whatfoever was held moftfacred by the 
Romans, to be conveyed thither, being refolvcd 
that Heliogabalus ftiould be the only perfon to be 
wor (hipped. To render this union of worflrip 
more complete, he formed the defign of introdu- 
cing the Samarians and Jews religion,who were well 
known to him. The lives and fortunes of the Jews 
depended upon the execution of this defign ; for 
they never would have confented to have worlhip- 
ped the fun in the emperor's temple, with that heap 
of ceremonies his religion confuted of; and they 
could expect nothing but death, and the moft cruel 
tortures, from a prince whom the hiftorians com- 
pare to the Neros, and other tnonfters that have 
governed the empire. The unexpected death of 
this prince, who was aflaffinated by his foldiers, fe- 
cured them from this impending danger. Indeed, 
he only fays, it was a defign of the emperor's, and 
that he talked of doing it. Befide, though Helio- 
gabalus had fent the image of his god, and had 
ordered it to be placed in the fenate above victory, 
even before his entrance into Rome, and though 
the hiftorians relate the extravagancies he commit- 
ted to honour this deity, yet it required time to 
build the temple in which all religions were to be 
combined. Eufebius fays, it was not raifed till the 
year of his death ; and fo God thereby preferved 
them, as well as theChriftians, from a Icourge that 
was likely to deftroy them. 

The clemency of Alexander Severus contributed 
doubtlefs to the flourifhing ftateof the Jews ; for, 



indeed, this prince openly favoured that nation 
The wits of that time called him an Archi-fyna- 
gogue of Syria ; becaufe he favoured the Jews, cor- 
refponded with them, and was inftrudted in their 
religion, of which he had received fome tincture 
from his mother Mammaea. Indeed, this prince had 
a variety of religions in his head. He never aban- 
doned the gods of his fathers, nor the heathen ido- 
latry, which ftill prevailed. But he lifted among 
thefc gods Abraham, theFather of the faithful, and 
the great patriarch of the Jews. It feems as if he 
ojily did it to re<5tify the defign Heliogabalus had 
formed of ranking the Samarian, Jew, and Chris- 
tian, with the heathens in the fame temple ; but 
he did it with candour and charity. 

Alexander Severus was for having the names of 
the officers he fent into the provinces proclaimed, 
and the people licenfed to accufethem ; becaufe, as 
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f thcJcwsnndChriftian.n proclaimed their priciis, that 
they might bckuown,it was fit the fame thingfhould 
be done in point of governors, who were cntrufted 
with the lives and fortunes of the people. In fine, 
he often repeated this maxim, which he had learnt 
from the Jew and Chriltian, 44 Do not to others 
what ye would not have them do unto you/' 

The following emperors continued the tranquil- 
lity which this nation enjoyed. Philip, who was 
born in Arabia, where the Jews had fo great a com- 
merce, gave them countenance. Decius, whoper- 
fecuted the Chriftian church in hatred to the pro- 
tection Philip had granted it, might have confound- 
ed them with it. But, befides that the difference of 
thefe two. religions was well known, it does not 
appear that they had any fliare in the fhort and 
violent pcrfecutions this prince brought upon the 
church. Normuft they be admitted into Valerian's 

perfecution, nor confidered as the authors of it: 
though Dionyfius of Alexandria fays, this prince 
was compelled to it by an Archi-fynagogue of 
Egypt. 

We may obferve, that they place the dodtor Sce- 
fciath at the end of the third century. He was 
blind, but neverthelefs became very learned. He 
had alfo a difpute with the Chriftians. Two works 
are afcribed to him ; one upon the Cabala, which 
was an explication of the Splendors, the manufcript 
of which was in the Heidelberg library : the other 
was a Targum, or a Chaldee paraphrafe upon the 
Scripture. 

CHAP. VII. 

State of the Jews in the eaft. They are greatly favour- 
ed by the Romans. Learned men among them in that 
part of the world. ■ The Jem perfecttted by Sapor. 
The Per/tans make war againft the Romans. The Jews 
are greatly fay our ed by Zenobia . Sapor is vanquifhed 
by Odenatus. Zenobia is defeated by. jJurelius^ and. 
afterwards lives in retirement.. 

T is now time to pafs over the Euphrates, and suxtauit 
give fome account of the eaftern Jews, of their j£*Jj a 
princes and chiefs, of their captivity, their acade- 
mies, and moft celebrated doctors, and fuch other 
tranfadrions as may be deemed worthy of notice. \ 
Thefe chiefs and doctors did not begin before the 
third century to make a figure, and to found their 
moft celebrated academies. We therefore think 
that this new dignity was not introduced into Baby- 
lon till thetimeof Huna, thefon of Nathan, who was 
cotemporary with Judah the Saint, and flourilhed a- 
boutthe year aao, or, at the earlieft, under his fa- 
ther, about the beginning of the third century- 
Even then their authority could be but>fmall, con- 
fidering the 11a very under which the Jews groaned 
from the Parthians, Romans, and other tyrants, 
whatever titles they might beftow on them toraife 
the credit of their nation. 

Artaxerxes, the famed reftorerof thePerfian mo- ^ 
narchy, died about anno 244, and was fucceeded by favoured 
his fon Sapor, from whom the princes of that new f-^ s her "" 
fuccelfion took their name. Both of them became 
great favourers of the Jews, and (hewed an extra- 
ordinary efteemfor therabbies. They had been hi- 
therto much defpifed, hut under his and the follow- 
ing reigns, they had fo great authority, that the 
Urate was governed by their advice. Indeed, this 
was the time that their academies at Babylon were 
eredted and grew famous, of which, and the doc- 
tors that then HouHflied, the following is an ac- 
count. 

Samuel the aftronomcr, had left Judaea to go into 
the eaft. He fettled at Nahardea, which he render- 
ed very famous by his aftronomical lectures. He 
found out the method of fixing the four revolu- 
tions of the year, or the folftices. He was coun- 
fellor toHuna, prince of the captivity. He is laid to 
have died in the year 250 of the Chriftian sera* Hi* 
glory was eclipfed by that of Ada, who was born 
at Babvlon, and had a more exa<?t knowledge of the 
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conrfe of (lie fun than his prcdccclibr. Tlicrc were, 
indeed, :t t. that tunc very confidcrablc men of their 
nation at Babylon, as well as learned men in their 
academics. 

The honour of this academy was fupportcd by 
two great men wholived in the fame century ; one 
of whom wasjehudah, the fon of Eliczar. Heraifed 
himfelf by his learning much above the profeflbr of 
Sora, who could not ftand againft him, but by his 
alliance with the princes of the captivity. We find 
in the Babylonian Talmud abundance of his deci- 
fions. His hatred of the heathens, whom he com- 
pares to aflls, manifeftly appears there* But this 
averfion to ftrangcrshas generally raifedthe glory 
of doctors inftead of depreffing it. Nachman alio 
pofleflfed this chair, and kept up the fuccefllon of 
eminent doftors. This was the ftate of one of their 
eaftern academies in the third century. Let us pafs 
to that of Sora, which is no lefs noted. 

Abba Aricha, who is entitled Rau, by way of 
excellence, and known only by that name, had gone 
intojudtea, to iludy under Judah the Saint, with 
Samuel, the aftronomer. But, after his mailer's 
death, he returned to Babylon to teach there. He 
refufed to fettle at Nahardea, to avoid competition ; 
but eredted his academy at Sora, where he remained 
till his death. One of theprinces of Babylon, called 
Adarchan, was fo fond of him, that he went to 
hear his lectures, and was circumcifed . They make 

him the author of a commentary upon Ruth, and 
fome other books. But as the number of authors 
was very great at that time, their works are hard 
to be diftinguifbed, Rau determined that the fyna- 
gogues ought to be raifed above all the houfes of 
a city # The city where it is not fo fhall perifh, faid 
he ; for God hath extended mercy unto us to fet up 
his houfe. He never went to fea with an infidel, lelt 
God flxould exercife his judgment at that time. He 
imagined the Romans were to become matters of 
all the world. 

Huna, a relation to the prince of the captivity, 
and of the fame name, fucceeded him in this aca- 
demy, and pluming himfelf upon this alliance, or 
being full of vanity, was the firft that /took the 
title of prince of the academy. He had an hundred 
and fixty volumes of the law ; but one was found 
illegitimate, becaufe it was as long as broad. This 
may fuffice to give us an idea of the character of 
thefe princes of the academy, and what tafte they 
had for learning. 

Let us add another learned man, called Cohana. 
He had left the country, like the reft, to go and 
ftudy in Judaea, which was the route then in 

A man was not thought to be learned un- 
lefs he had feen the academy of Tiberias. Having 
heard Jochanan, and feen the patriarch Samuel, he 
returned to Babylon, where he officiated as a prieft. 

All the learned, that fought a retreat in the Per- 
fian empire, and ere&ed academies there, denion- 
ftrate that Artaxerxes treated them with great cle- 
mency. 



fafhion. 



had till then been very happy umlcr the dominion of 
the Perfians, becaufe their rabbins bad learning and 
intcgrily equal to that of the doctors wholived be- 
fore the fall of the temple. But the people, elated 
by the cftcem they were held in, obliged t he king to 
pcrfecutc them.. He refiftcd their importunity 
fome time ; but fearing the people would mutiny, . 
and the rather becaufe the Arabians threatened hi in 
with a war, he imprifoncd, againft his will, three 
of the principal Jews of his dominions, and endea- 
voured to force them by fcourging^ to renounce 
their religion ; but they bore it with conftancy. 
Being mortified with thisunfuccefsful attempt, he 
made all the princes of the Jews prifoners,. and tor- 
tured them to the utmoft extreme. But God a- 
venged their caufe ; for the Perfians were no lon- 
ger io happy as they were before. The Arabians 
made war againft them, and bound all the Perfian 
kings withfetters* The king of the Arabians fent 
officers, with promifes to the Jews, that, if they 
would retire to his territories, they fhould enjoy full . 
liberty of qonfeience, becaufe a religion embraced 
by conftraint becomes ufelefs. The Perfians per- 
ceiving that the violence they had exercifed drew 



: — — — * w 

the profeflion of their religion 



J 



• ■ 

The Perfians had again taken up arms againft the . 
Romans, arid befieged Antioch, which was forced f ian e 8 make 
to furrender. Capitblimis, who is quoted as an evi- JJ^ jP* nft 
dence, fays, that the Perfians held it, when Gordian maw. 0 " 
came to the afliftance of the fubjedls of the empire. 
This prince obtained many advantages by means of 
Alifitheus, his father-in-law, and prefect of the Pras- 
torium, who took Corrse Nifibis, and drove Sa- 
por to his capital. Gordian marched to the extre- 
mities of Perfia, where he was killed by Philip. 
The foldiers, in honour to their commander's me- 
mory, fet up a tomb witli this infeription : ct To 
Gordian, conqueror of the Perfians, of the Goths, 
arid Sarmatians j to him that appeafed the feditions 
of the Romans, who conquered the Germans, and 
could not conquer the Philippi." The Latiu word 
is equivocal, and may fignify that he could not con- 
quer or keep the field of battle at Philippi, becaufe 
he had been beaten there by the Alanes, or elfe he 
had been Conquered by the Philips, who had caufed 
him to be killed . This infeription was engraven in 
Perfian and Jewifh characters, that every pne might 
read it : and is a farther confirmation that there 
were, at that time, abundance of Jews in the Per- 
fian dominions, and that they fpoke Hebrew, be- 
caufe thefe characters were ufed to communicate 
to them the encomiums bcliowcc! on Gordian. 



The fplendor of the Jews revived through the Zcnobia ,< 
means of Zcnobia, who might be (tiled the queen of favourable 
the eaft. This princefs, who became fo famous, bad toth9 l*V 
married Odenatus, king of Palmyra, and com- 
mander of the Saracens of that country, which was 
but a day's march from' the Euphrates. Odenatus, 
feeing every thing (loop before Sapor,fent him pre- 
fents, and wrote to him in teftimony of his fob- 
million v The conqueror, who had penetrated al- 
ready into Cappadocia, and taken Coefarea, tore 



But thefe Magi did not enjoy that uninterrupted ]] Odenatus's letter, and ordered his prefents to be 



felicity under the reign of Sapor, as they had done 
under hisfather and predeceffbr. It appears thathe 
correfponded with the Rabbins, and difputed with 
them. As it was not the cuftom of the Perfians to 
bury their dead, he wondered that the Jews fhould 
do it. He fent for Chafda, one of the learned of 
that time, who wasafterwardsprefident of the aca- 
demy of Sora, and had under him twelve thoufand 
fcholars. He alked the reafon of this cuftom, and 
required him to prove it by an exprefs paflage of 
the law. The dodlor was reduced to filence : but 
another that was morefubtle, evaded the objection ; 
and., in (lead of a precept, produced examples. Sa- 
por likewife quoted the example of Mofes, who was 
not buried. The doctors ftill evaded the difficulty, 
by faying, that the people wept for him* 

This prince from controverfy came to perfecu- 

^thc tlon i as a PP ears from a Jewifli hiftorian, who had 
e *i. read, in the annals of Perfia, which had been fent 
to the king of Spain, that the people of his nation 



thrown into thcriver. lieing exafperated of him- 
felf, and by Zenobia, a molt haughty princefs, he 
made an alliance with the Romans, declared wqr 
with Sapor, gave him many battles, which he al- 
ways won, and obliged this victor of fo many pro- Sajior . % 
vinces to give up all the treafures he had amaifed in vanquish- 
Syria, in the garrifon of Edefla, to purchafe his re- ^-nann? 
treat. Odenatus purfued him, ravaged Mefopota- 
mia, routed the nobility of the kingdom feveral 
times, who were aflembled upon buiinefs of itate, 

and twice befieged his enemy in Ctefiphon. But, 
after divers conquefts, and being declared Auguf- 
tus, Zenobia, his wife, who would reign alone, 
caufed him to be (lain, with a fon he had by a for- 
mer wife. 

Zenobia had been brought up in the Jewifli re- 
ligion, and was. a zealous profeflbr of it. She is jewel?" 
recorded to have built a great number of (lately 
fynagogues, and to have raifed the Jews to the 
hiffheft dignities. It cannot be doubted but the 
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Jews made great ufc of her protc&ioii, and became 
very potent in the eaft umler Odenatus, her huf- 
band, who carried every thing before him. When 
flic came to the throne, flic added Egypt to her coii- 
quefts; extended her arms into Ana Minor, as far 
asTyana, and Ancyra ; and pafled into Bithynia, 
where flie tookChalccdon. 

At this jundlure, however, Aurelian began to 
reftore the affairs of the empire, which Zenobia had 
ruined. He entered into Bithynia, which acknow- 
ledged its former matter without refiftance. From 
thence he went on to Cappadocia, and the gates of 
Tyana being fhutagainft him, he vowed vengeance 
on all the inhabitants. Zenobia was at Antioch, 
from whence fhe advanced with her troops as far 
zenobia is as Immcs, which was not far from it. The battle 
varnished W as fought near the river Ofontes. Aurelian's 
by^Aurei trOQ p S retrcate d, that they might pitt the queen's 

horfemen, who were heavily armed, oat of breath ; 
and falling afterwards upon them, they put them 
to flight. Zabdas, who commanded for the priti- 
cefs, forefeeing that Antioch would (hut her gates 
againft him, if they had notice there of his defeat, 
drefled up a man, and calling him Aurelian, gave 
out that he carried the emperor prifoner. The 
ftratagem was quickly difcovered. He ftaid no 
longer at Antioch than to take Zenobia along with 
him, and make a precipitate retreat. 

A fecond battle was fought, in which Aurelian's 
cavalry, was broken; but whilft the Palmyrenians 
purfued it, they fell upon the infantry > which was 
cut in pieces. Zenobia had no other refource than 
to (hut herfelf up in Palmyra, whofe fituation was 
advantageous. The Perfians, Saracens, and eaftern 
nations, ftill devoted to this princefs, notwithftand- 
ing her misfortunes, in vain attempted to fuccour 
her. The Perfians were beaten, and the Saracens 
obliged to lift in Aurelian's army. Zenobia* fecretly 
departed out of the city to feek for fuccour among 
the Periians. But, as fhe was going to pafs the Eu- 
phrates, Aurelian's courtiers, who purfuedher, took 
her prifoner. Palmyra furrendered , Zenobia was 
led in triumph with her fon. She was adorned with 
jewels, and mounted upon a (lately chariot, on 
which (he had hoped to make a triumphant entry 
into Rome, whereas flic entered like a flave. The 
chariot otMier hufband Odenatus was alfo one of 
, the ornaments of Aurelian's triumph, who expofed 
offoxtunc. to view whatever was molt rich and precious in 

the eaft, which, by his prefent victories, he had re- 
united to the empire. Zenobia went to Rome, or 
rather to Trivoli, where flie had a fmall villa, and 
lived in retirement. 

Thus vanifhed thisglimpfeof profperity and au- 
thority of the Jewifh nation, unlefs it may be faid 
tha t Vaballat, her fon, to whom Aurelian gave fome 
fo vereignty in Armenia, had .embraced his mother's 
religion and favoured the Jews as flie had done, 
which is very uncertain. 

Moft of the Jews retired into the cities of Perfia, 
where there doctors continued in fome repute. They 
boafted highly at that time of one Chiia, the fon of 
Afe, who not being able to conquer the force of 
concupifcence, threw himfelf into a fmoaking 
bajcehoufe. 

There was at that time a famous difputant, who 
not only puzzled the Babylonian doctors, but, to 
fliame them the more, made his wife difpute with 
them. He was called Jeremy, and was mailer of ca- 
fuiflxy. Other doctors had flocked to Sora, he- 
caufc the academy of Nahardea was fallen with the 
city, which was taken and plundered. Zira, fur- 
named Kattina, was ftill there. Fie at firft left his 
country to go and ftudy at Tiberias, where he had 
alforeceived the impofition of hands ; but the au- 
thority and friendfliip of Huna had recalled him to 
his academy, where he lived till the year 300, when 
defiringto lay his bones in Judaea, he chofe rather 
to carry his living body thither himfelf, than have it 
conveyed after his death . So that though the Jews 
of Babylon had a great efteem for their own coun- 



try, yet that hindered not their going to ftudy in Ju- 
daea, whence they commonly returned before they 
died. 



Oo&ors 
that flou- 
rished in 
fhe caft. 



But the moft famed amongthem was'Manes. He 
could by no means be reconciled to the religion of 
the Jews, nor to what was recorded of their na- 
tion deftroying and exterminating fuch numbers of 
people and kingdoms. He preferred the doctrine of 
the Chriftians, which recommended nothing fo 
much as loveandbenignity. Neverthelefs, he held 
great conference with the Jews of Perfia, where he 
had muchcorrefpondence, whether he defigned to 
be fully inftru&ed in the law, or rather defired to 
recover them from what he called their infatua- 
tion. . The modern Jews are not agreed about their 
anceftors conference with Manes, and in their 
kalender they fix the origin of his fedt towards the 
end of Conftantine's reign. 

The perfecution which was raifed againft the 
Chriftians under Dioclefian did not much efFedt the 
Jewifli nation, either in the eaft or weft ; though 
thofe of the former pretend that he defigned to 
have made them feel the feverell marks of his re- 
fentmerit, for fome fcandalous reflections which the 
difciples of Judah the Saint had caft upon him ; but 
that they found means to appeafe his wrath. 



CHAP. VIII. 



State of the Jews under the Chrijtian emperors during 
the fourth century. Prevalence of the human paf- 
Jions. The Jews Jatd to be feverely perfecuted by 
Conftantine^ who is vindicated from fuch afperfions. 
Converfion of Jofepk.' The emperor Conftantine ijfues 
an edidi for Juppr effing the outrages of the Jem. 
Enacts feveral laws relative to the Jews. Decrees 
of the council of Elvira. Account of Ravena^ or 
famous rabbi of the eaft. Alfo of Jofeph the Blind. 
' The Jews raife a perfecution again/i the Chriftians in 
Perfia. Commit great outrages at Alexandria. A 
rebellion againft Conftans. Edifts of Conftans againft 
the Jews. Converfion of Epiphanius. The emperor 
Julian grants protection to the Jews. A city in the 
Eaft inhabited by the ten tribes Conduct of Jovia> 
the fucceffbr of Julian. The Jews greatly favoured by 
Maximus. Vindication of St. Ambrcfe. St. Jerome 
efteems the Jews. Takes great pains to learn He- 
brew. His different mafters. Eulogium beftowed on 
him for his learning. 



THE Jews were not much happier under thesuteof 
Chriftian emperors than they had been under 
the reign of idolators. Their fate varied according ch ** 
the genius of princes. The Chriftians were fo cc,pcW * 
galled by the perfections they had fuffered, that 
they could not fo fuddenly refolve upon a change of 
maxims. Conftantine contented himfelf with mak- 
ing fome laws that confined the Jews' liberty to 
narrower bounds, though they were the objedtsof 
his hatred ; but, by degrees, way was given to the 
bent of nature, which tends to the punifhing and 
perfecuting thofe chat contradict us in point of re- 
ligion. The conucils themfelve, that ought to have 
been more equitable, were of this temper, and be- 
came incendiaries, that inflamed princes againft the 
remains of a miferable nation. We often boaft of PfevahBCf 
humanity, and fancy the inftin&s of nature fuffi-ofifcebi* 
cient to make ns compaflionate to other men ; but * 
we do not well confider this matter. Pride is ano- 
ther principle in man, which has far the afcendant 
over humanity, and rifesnpon feeing thofe confide- 
rable parts of mankind, who think differently from 
us, and affume the privilege of contefting the truths 
we believe ourfelves poflefled of. Humanity fug- 
gefts notions of lenity ; but pride quickly impofes 
its filence, inflames the heart, and deafens the mind 
to the dictates of juftice and equity. And as all men 
are obnoxious to thispaflion, it is no wonder to find 
perfecutions in all religions. Thofe that more im- 
mediately appertain to facred oflices,arc more cruel 
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than the reft, becaufe they are not only puffed up by 
opinion, which raifes them above the level of men 
of equal birth, but fancy the opposition made a- 
gaiiift the myfteries of which they are the defenders 
and minifters, to be a perfonal affront upon them- 
felves; fo that councils commonly authorize and 
begin persecutions, which kings afterwards carry 
to the utmoll c&cefs. 

* 

The fii ft event wc find in the life of Conftantine 
concerning the Jews is related by Zonaras. This 
hiftorian fays, they had a conference at Rome with 
Helena, thisemperor'smother, who wasyet uncon- 
verted. They reprefentcd to this princefs, that 
though her f on had reafon to abolifh heathenifm and 
its idols, yethe had made no great progrefs towards 
his own falvation, lirice, inftead of the heroes of 
ancient heathenifm, he worftiipped a man who had 
been crucified but a few ages before. Helena, who 
was devout, and anxious for her fon's falvation, 
called the dodtors to conference with pope Syl- 
vefter, who quickly triumphed over the enemies 
of the Chriftian religio 

It is (aid, likewife, that Conftantineperfecuted the 
§ta&e c * rcumc *f c d ; for St. Chryfoftom affirms, that, upon 
towards their aflembling once to re-build Jerufalem, this 
i«Jrt* p r ; ncej difgufted with the rafh attempt, furprifing 

them, caiifed their ears to be cut off, and afterwards 
difperfed them into all the territories of his empire, 
m as fo many fugitive flaves. Eutychius adds, that 
Conftantine obliged them all to be baptized, and to 
eat fwinc's flefh on a paflbver day. Perfecution can- 
not be carried farther : but I queftion the truth of 
thefe particulars. Though Chryfoftom has great 
Authority in the church, he is liable to error : for the 
Jews fay themfelves, that it was the emperor Adrian 
vacation w k° caufed their ears to be cut off, like the flaves 
ofConftan- which he fold at the fairs of the emperor. Befides, 

Jerufalem had been re-built under Conftantine's 
empire ; its bifhop had a (Tided at the council of 
Nice ; and the emperor had raifed fuch ftately edi- 
fices in it, that Eufebius told him it was the New 
Jerufalem. We may add, that though the Theodo- 
lian code contains many laws againft the Jews, 
under Conftantine's name, yet there is not one con- 
demning them " to the lofs of their ears, to be bap- 
tized, or to eat fwine's flefh." 



toe. 



But this prince publifhed feveral edi&s, which 
acquaint us with the condition and reftlefs humour 
of the Jews under his reign. The firft is one of 

Conmson l ' le nl °^ important : it was ifTued upon occafion of 
tf jofcph. Jofeph, who had abandoned the fynagogue to em- 
brace Chriftianity. The Jews, incenfed by hiscon- 
verfion, wenttoinfulthim inhishoufe ; and finding 
that he read the gofpel, forced his book from him, 
loaded him with abufes and blows, and dragged him 
to the fynagogue, where they unmercifully fcourg- 
edhim. But not content with this firft outrage, 
they pufhed him into the river Cydnus, whofe cur- 
rent carried him far enough to give them the joyful 
hopes that he was drowned. But God preferved 
him. He received baptifm, made himfelf known at 
court, and obtained the emperor's leave to build 
temples in feveral places where none had been erec- 
ted before. The Jews were fettled at Diocasfarea, 
Tiberias, Nazareth, and Capernaum, and had fo ap- 
propriated thefe cities to themfelves, as not to ad- 
mit any ftrangers, not excepting the Samarians, 
whoprofefTed the fame religion. Jofeph undertook 
to introduce the Chriftian religion into all thefe 
cities, and to that affect built churches in them. 

The Jews, however, were ftill powerful in Ju- 
daea, under Conftantine's empire, fince they alone 
poflefled four cities, one which was Nazareth. 
Their numbers rendered them infolent j and they 
abufed thofe that had turned Chriftians, and pub- 
licly oppofed the execution of the prince's orders 



for the building of temples. 

This doubtlefs obliged Conftantine to publifh the 
tiljem e di& before-mentioned. " He taxed them with 
{ «;:q*i. ftoning or burning whoever had a mind to re- 
nounce their religion j" and he condemned them to 



the fame punifhmcnt, wiih all their accomplices. 
Herein we ftill fee tlie footfteps of that furiotis zeal 
which they thought authorized them to kill thofe 
who were taken in a notorious crime. They ima- 
gined thefe were the precepts of the oral law, and 
faid, that Phineas had executed the verbal order of 
Mofes. They produced another example under the 
Maccabees, when Matthias killed a Jew, who was 
pra&ifing heathen ceremonies. The dti&ors autho- 
rized this practice ; for Philo doubted not but God 
had cftablifhed it. The Efienes, thofe auftere vota- 
ries, ordered, that if any man had blafphemed a- 
gainft Mofes, he fhonld be killed. Jofephus fays, 
that they 4C punifhed him with death." The inter- 
preter has improperly tranflated it, they " con- 
demned him to death." For as this fedt had no 
power of life and death, it punifhed blafphfcroiers by 
amotion of zeal. Notwithftanding the terrible dis- 
orders, and the torrents of blood that the zealots 
had caufed to flow at Jerufalem, yet this dangerous 
maxim was ftill preferved : and the Mifnah teaches^ 
that if any one cc renounces the foundation," (that * 
is the articles of faith,) he ought to be killed ; and, 

purfuant to this principle, they ftoned, burnt; and 
drowned thofe thatdeferted them in Conftantine's 

0 

reign. This obliged him to reprefs that violence ; 
and as they did not obey the firft law, he was forced 
to make a fecond. 

He alfo forbad the Chriftians to turn Jews, Upon Several 

pain of an arbitrary punifhment. There was more law i*j£ 
danger in point of flaves, who might be brought the fame 7 
over by their mafters ; and therefore this prince emperor, 
publifhed a law, fix months before his death, prohi- 
biting the Jews to circumcife thofe in their fervice ; 
and giving liberty to all who accufed their mailer 
of having circumcifed them, or that embraced 
Chriftianity. 

■ 

Conftantine farther ordered, that the Jews might 
be made decurions, becaufe it was fit that they 
fhould have their fhare in the public burthens : but 
he exempted the patriarchs and priefts, and thofe 
that had confiderable employments in the fyna- 
gogues, becaufe, being taken up by their functions, 
they could not attend to the duties of thofe offices. 
For, indeed, . the poft of decurion was not an ho- 
nour, but a fervitude. Every one endeavoured to 
be difcharged from it,by taking dther employments 
in the army and government. They endeavoured 
to exempt themfelves by fome privilege which they 
begged of the emperor. Conftantine granted fo 
many of them, that there was nobody left to fill 
thefe pofts in Julian's time, which obliged him to 
revoke them all without exception ; and this raifed 
murmurs againft him, even after his death, whilft 



others commended him for it. No wonder, then, 
that Conftantine, who did not love the Jews, made 
decurions of them. Such was the condition of the 
Jews under the firft Chriftian prince. 

Under his reign is placed the council of Elvira, Dccrceso f 
which made two decrees againft the Jews of Spain, the council 
in which country they had great correfpondence of EIma * 
with the Chriftians. They eat and lived fociably to- 
gether; but the council forbad this table fociety, 
upon pain of excommunication to thofe that eat 
with a Jew. The punifhment was grievous, and ab- 
(urdly inflicted, fince eating together is an a&ion 
purely civil; and excommunication ought not to 
be iflued, except for ecclefiaftical" crimes. The 
learned commentator of the council of Elvira pre- 
tends, that the council of Nice ordered the fame 
thing in one of its decrees, which had been dictated 
by Ofius, who was prefident of it, and who was 
for having the difcipline received in the Spanifh 
churches, and admitted into all others. Mendozais 
miftaken ; for the canon he quotes was never made 
by the council of Nice. He took it from the Ara- 
bians, who have falfely imputed to this council 
many canons it never made. Nor do we know what 
the Arabians mean by quoting theapoftles in their 
decree ; for St. Paul wasfo far from condemning 
the commerce of civil fociety, that he made himfelf 
" all things to all men 5 a Jew to the Jews, and a 
Greek to the Greeks. " If we have recourfe to the 
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cnnons that bear the names of the fe holy men, we 
ftiall only find, that they condemned ufury, without 
forbidding eating and fociety with the Jews, lle- 
cardoc, who renewed the decree of the Elviran 
council,andfupportedit with his authority, ground- 
ed alfo upon the authority of St. Paul, who fays 
that 14 All things arc impure to the defiled and un- 
believing." From whence he concluded, that the 
Jews being impure, their meats mult be fo too: 
but this is a weak and incojiclufive argument. 

The fame council, by another decree, forbad "the 
pofilHbrs of lands to fuller their fruits to be bleffed 
by the Jews, becaufe their benedidtion fruftrated 
that of theChriftians; and it threatened abfoluteiy to 
caft out of the church fuch as fliould not obey it- 99 
This cuftom of bleffing the fruits of the earth, at 
certain feafons, was common to Pagans and Jews, as 
well as Chriftians. But who would have imagined 
that the latter fliould have made ufe of either of the 
former, if this decree had not informed us of it ? 
However, this and the other decree plainly (hew 
that the Jews had lived very peaceably in Spain, 
and in good harmony with the Chriftians, till that 
time, whatever they may have done fince. 

* 

The Jews enjoyed a no lefs benign funfhinein the 
caft, and their academies went on in a flourifhin 
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manner, if we except the perfecution raifed again 
one of their greateft dodtors. This was the famous 
Raven a, or Rabba Nachmanides, head of theaca- 
demy of Sora. They mention two famous men of 
that name, one ancient and the other modern. 
The latter lived in the 474. ; but the other died 
before the council of Nice, in 321. He was fo 
cfteemed, that they recken twelve thoufand difci- 
pies in his academy. He was commonly called the 
Remover of Mountains. Not that he had power 
to work miracles, and convey mountains into the 
midft of the fea, but fo profound was his know- 
ledge as to fol ve the greateft difficulties. He wrote 
a book that was in great efteem whilft he lived, 
and after his death. It was a commentary upon the 
firft book of Mofes, containing the hiftory of the 
Holy Land, with the literal and myftical fenfe. The 
title of it was Berefchit Rabba. It muft nbt be 
confounded witli another work of the fame name, 
which is a commentary upon theMifnah of Judah 
the Saint, compofed by one of his difciples. 

Ravena, having long taught in the academies of 
Babylon, was accufed of divers crimes by the king 
of Perfia . The fear of being taken, and condemned 
to death, obliged him to fly, and conceal himfelf j 
and he died in his retreat- It is faid he was com- 
mitted prifoner, and that Sapor "Was about to con- 
demn him, but that the emprefs, his mother, fent 
to tell him, that u he fliould have nothing to do 
with that Jew, becaufe fhe had fuffered much on 
his account." However, this perfecution was not 

general ; for the academies flourilhed at Babylon, 
and the neighbouring parts. 

Ravena left a nephew, whom he ftiled Avii, for 
two reafons : one was, that he meant to fignify that 
he had been an orphan, and that he had entertained 
him out of charity ; the other was, that he would . 
not have him go by the name of his grandfather 
Nachman, left afterwards the nephew fliould be 
confounded with the uncle, and the difciple with * 
the mafter. He made fuch proficiency by Ravena's : 
lectures, as to become head of the academy of Pun- 
debita,in the year 315, which he governed till 339. 
At the latter end of his life he married a widow, \ 
by whom he had afon, who is known by the name 
of Rau Bibi. 

■ 

There was alfo a profeflbr in the academy of Sora, 
ihUnJ. hi'/ called Jofeph of Great Light, or Saghi Nahoi. 

He was blind ; neverthelefs he was a man of great 
kno wledge. He was alfo firnamed Sinai, becaufe he 
knew toperfe<ftion all the traditions that had been 
given Mofcs upon Sinai. He is fuppofed to be the 
author of theChaldee paraphrafesuponfome of the 
holy penmen, the Pfalms, the Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, 
Ruth, and Efther. This paraphrafe is highly cf- 
teemed, if we judge of it by the number of its par- 
ticular editions. 



At the clofc of Conftantine's reign, the Jews, 
who were potent at the court of Perfia, revenged 
themfel ves for what they fuJffered in the Roman em- 
pire, by raifing a cruel perfecution againft the 
Chriftians of the eaft. 

The gofpel had fome time before reached Ar- 
menia. We are toltl that one of its kings, called 
Tiridates, had embraced Chriftianity. From thence 
it palfed on to the Perfians, who had great corref- 
pondence with the Armenians. They began to 
build churches, and to confecrate priefts. There 
was alfo a bilhop for the two cities of Seleucia, and 
Ctefiphpn, which were the moftconfiderable of the 
country. The Jews were numerous there, becaufe, 
asjerome obferves, they lived quiet and undifturbed, 
and were perfecuted by none of the Perfian kings. 
Being jealous of the progrefs of Chriftianity, they 
murmured: butwhen tney faw Uftazades, one of 
Sapor's principal eunuchs, turn Chriftian, they 
no longer obferved any bounds, and made a league 
with the Magi. Simeon, bilhop of Ctefiphon, was 
accufed of criminal correfpondence with Conftan- 
tine, which was enough to deltroy him. This 
bilhop refufed to worfliip the fun and the king, 
when he was brought at the foot of his throne. 
" I bent my knee formerly (faid he) before your 
majefty becaufe I did it voluntarily, and it was a 
civil homage ; but I cannot do it when you make it 
an ad: of religion, and would make me renounce my 
God." The king, being enraged, caufed him to be 
chained in a dungeon. The Jews and the Magi, 
taking advantage of this opportunity, pulled down 
all the Chriftian churches. The perfecution was 
long and bloody. Uftazades, an old eunuch of 
Sapor, and eminent for his fervices, was alfo one 
of the firft martyrs. 

The fons of Conftantine were much feverer than 
their father had been. Conltantius coming to the 
empire, was obliged to make war againft them. This 
prince muft have been moved by thediforders the 
Jews had committed at Alexandria, when Gregory, 
the Cappadocian, went to fiicceed St. Athanafius. 
Joining with the heathens, who were then numerous 
in this great city, they burnt the facred books, and 
prophaned thebaptifteries in fo indecent a manner, 
that St. Athanafius durft not fpeak it. Their info- 
lence went fo far as to force the virgins they had 
ftripped to abjure their religion. In all thefe in- 
dignities they were countenanced by the before- 
mentioned bilhop, who was then in high favour at 
court, fo that they went 011 with the utmoft boldnefs 
and impunity. 

The inhabitants of Dioccefarea thought they 
might fafely rife during Ma^netius's revolt. This 
rebel was of the fame perfuafion as Con ftans, fince we 
find his medals have the Laborum, or church-ban- 
ner ; though Baronius fuppofes him to have dif- 
fembled, and cherilhed heathenifm in his heart like 
Julian, becaufe he revoked all the edicts publiflied 
againft the idolators in the places he was mafter of. 
The Jews could expedt nothing from him, efpe- 
cially fince it was in the weft that his rebellion had 
the greateft footing. But as he was powerful, and 
his troops had often been fuccefsful, the emperor 
was obliged to go*perfonally into Hungary to en- 
counter him. The Perfians, taking advantage of 
his abfence, took up arms, and attacked Nifibis, 
which fuftained a four months fiege. The Jews, 
feeing the fire kindled at both ends of the empire, 
could not forbear making ufe of fuch a favourable 
conjuncture. 

Diocrefarea is a city but little known, fituate in 
the fecond Paleftine. Mention is made of three ci- 
ties of this name, one in Cappadocia, another in 
Phrygia,and a third in Ifauria, lince John, bilhop of 
Diocsefarea in Ifauria, fubfcribed in the council of 
Chalccdon. But the geographers, the learned Hoi- 
ftenius not excepted, generally forget that of Ju- 
daea. Scaliger confounds it with another city or 
Paleftine, called Geth, in the neighbourhood of 
Gaza. This learned man's error, which has been 
often copied, proceeded from his not uuder Handing 
Jerome. This father lays, that Geth was but a mile 
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and an half from Sepphoris, called at prefent Dio- 
carfarea. This Father fpeaks of Sepphoris, and he 
was thought to (peak of Gcth. Sepphoris had been 
famous, and the Romans made it a metropolis* 
when Agrippa II# was put in poflefllon of Tiberias, 
which occafioncd great jealoufies and difputes be- 
twixt thefe two cities. It retained its name till the 
empire of Trajan. As, after the taking of Jerufa- 
lcm, a great number of Jews were retired to Sep- 
phoris and Tiberias, the heathens and Chriftians, 
who continued with them in thefe two cities, (uf- 
fered much in their revolt againft Adrian, in which 
the rebels put all to the fword that came to their 

hands : when, therefore, the emperor had delivered 
them from their infults, they teftified their acknow- 
ledgements with emulation. Thofe of Tiberias 
built a temple we have fpoken of, which they called 
Adrianion ; and Sepphoris relinquifhed its ancient 
name to be called Diocasfarea Adriana, or Dio- 
casfarea. 

Though great flaughter had been made of the 
Jews in this country, yet they ftill got together 
jj^ita there, under the folio wingprinces ~ * 

bitants, and fuffered nobody elfe of whatever reli- 
gion to fettle there. It is no wonder then that this 
was the rendezvous of the malecontents under 
Conftans ; and that the inhabitants of this city 
were the forwardeft to arm, when they under (lood 
that Magnentius obliged the emperor to march 
with his troops into Hungary, and that the Per- 
fians made a great diverfion in the eaft. 

But Gallus, whom Conftans had created Csefar, 
and commiffioned to march againft the Perfians, 
came into Judaea, beat the rebels, and razed Dio- 
ccefarea, which had been the feat of their rebellion. 
Neverthelefs, this city raifed its head again, and the 
Jews fettled in it* 

Conftans beingincenfed againft the Jews, and be- 
j&of ingj withal zealous for the Chriftian religion, made 
k** c fomelaws againft them* There is, faysSt. Hillary, 
J* who lived at that time, an edidt of the emperor, 
which hinders them at prefent from entering into 
Jerufalem. He makes them perambulate the walls 
of that great city without entering it. They com- 
plained to Julian, when he came to the throne, of 
this hard ufage, in being excluded the gates of a 
city which had been the refidence of their ances- 
tors for many ages. All this is an argument that' 
Conftans had renewed Adrian's edi&s, or had made 
new ones upon the fame fiibjedt. This prince alfo 
made it death for a Jew to marry a Chriftian, or to 
circumcife aflave. He alfo prohibited their having 
Chriftians in their fcrvice ; and efpecially forbad, 
under great punifhments, the embracing their reli- 
gion. So that if they had liberty of confeience 
for themfelves and pofterity, they were not per- 
mitted to receive profelytes when they offered 
themfelves. He loaded themlikewife with taxes, 
and had projected new pecuniary edi&s againft 
them when he died. 



They availed themfelves of the emperor's protec- 
tion toinfult the Chriftians 5 for they a/Tcmbled in 
many cities of Judaea and Syria, pulled down their 
temples at Gaza, Afcalon, and tfcrytus, and demo* 
lifhcd two at Damafcus. Thofe of Egypt did the 
fame thing, and the inoft magnificent of all the 
temples of Alexandria was deftroyed. They fell to 
re-building the temple of Jerufalem i but this event, 
which hiftorians relate with many attendant cir- 
cumftances, deferves to be particularly noticed. 

The emperor not only authorized the building of 
the temple of Jerufalem, but alfo furni filed them 
with materials and money. Jerome, fpeakingof the 
Jews of his time, fays, they imagined that, four 
hundred and thirty years after their difperfion, they 
were tobecomemaftersof the Romans, fell them to 

the Sabeans, rebuild Jerufalem, and reftore it to its 
primitive glory ; and that the boroughs and neigh- 
bouring cities, not excepting Sodom itfelf, fhould 
be rebuilt. This they grounded upon feveral ora-» 
cles, promifing that God would revenge his people 
of their enemies, and rebuild Sion. When they 
Taw Julian folicitous for their labouring upon this 
ftruclure, they fancied the promifes accompliflied. 
They infiiltingly aiked the Chriftians, whether they 
would caufe gold and filver tools to be made to work 
upon this new edifice. The women and children 
lent a helping hand; and the heathens themfelves 
aftifted them in the reftoration of the temple. 

But at length an effectual tiop was put to it, by 
luch a feries of prodigies as quite deterred them 
from purfuing it, and made them fenfible of the 
infallibility of Chrift's predi&ions againft that 
place. Dreadful earthquakes, and eruptions of 
fire from the ground interrupted the workmen when 
digging for the foundation of the new temple, to- 
gether with a variety of other contingencies, as 
are fet forth at large in the celebrated performance 
of Bifhop Warburton. 

Julian, who had permitted the re-building of the 
temple before he departed for Perfia, carried his Acityin- 
conquefts very far. He found there a part of the 
ten tribes, which poflefled an entire city. Hifto- tribes in 
rians obferve, that this prince, being arrived at thc caft " 
Mefene, which is an ifland made by the Tigris, 
where Apamea bore a confidcrablc rank, marched 
towards a place where the Euphrates divides itfelf 
into many channels, and found a city called Bithra, 
which was inhabited by the Jews, who had aban- 
doned it, becaufe the walls were not ftrong or high 
enough to fuftain a fiege. This city had been con- 
fiderablein the Perfian empire, lince the emperor's 
palace, and houfes to lodge a garrifon, were ftill feeii 
in it. Julian's army feeing it deferted, fet fire to it, 
and reduced it to allies. It cannot be doubted but 
thefe were Jews of the ten tribes difperfed in the 
eaft, firice they were fituated between the channels 
of the Euphrates. They were numerous and po- 
tent there, as they pofleifed an entire city. They 
were alfo faithful to their prince ; for they rather 
chofc to forfake all, than to wait and receive the 



It was under this reign that Epiphanius was con- Romans, who would have profited by their ftay 



vert ed from Judaifm to Chrifti3iiity; not (as related) 
«mfion without the interpofition of fome extraordinary cir- 
yjj, cumftances, with which we /hall not trouble our 
readers, fince they were not powerful enough to 
keep him from running into the wild notions of the 
fed of Gnoftics, whom he met with in Egypt. 

Julian was much more favourable than Conftans. 
h This prince had no reafon to love the Jews, who 
JUjk worlhipped but one God, and abominated the hea- 
«&on. then idolatry j buthe was glad to augment the num- 
ber of the enemies of Chrift,ianity, which he thought 
moft formidable, and to fet all religions at war, 
that paganifm might triumph in the midftof thefe 
conflicts. He difcharged the circumcifed from the 
taxes wherewith Conftans had loaded them. He 
wrote to them, and in his letter honoured their pa- 
triarch with the ftyle of brother j which is a proof 
they were then conliderable in the empire. He gave 
them liberty to facrifice, and rebuild the temple at 
Jerufalem, becaufe they reprefented to him that 
tIk j v could not offer facrifice out of the Holv Land. 



Julian being killed in this war, Jovian, his fuc- 
ceflbr, was obliged to check thc infolence this Conduaof 
prince's countenancehad infufed both into the hea- J ovum# 
thensand Jews of the Roman empire. This he did; 
but his reign was fo fliort, that they looked upon it 
only as a fleeting cloud ; and the rather, becaufe Va- 
lens reftored entire liberty of confeience to all the 
enemies of the Chriftian religion, heathens, Jews, 
and heretics. He did fomething more : for Valcn- 
tinianand he maintained the Jews and their patri- 
archs in the poflcflion of all their privileges. Thc 
law of thofe two princes is loft ; but fince Arcadius 
fupports himfelf with their example in confirming 
all thefe privileges, it cannot be doubted but they 
madeit. However, Valens aboliflied one of their 
greateft advantages, fince he fubmitted them to 
public offices, and revoked the preceding decrees 
that had exempted them. This prince's words arc 
remarkable, becaufe they fhew that the clergy was 
not fo far privileged as is at prefent imagined. 
u The ed'nft upon which the Jews flatter them- 
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u fclvcs that they arc exempted from the offices of [ brought them to 1m difciple* This maflcr was an m * te 
14 court, is voided by the fc prefentsj for even the 
c< clergy arc not allowed to confecrate themfclves 



" to the fcrvice of God, without having firlt paid 
u what is due to their country ; and he that will 
<c truly give himfelf to God, ought to furnifh a 
44 man to fill up his place in public offices." 

Though Theodofius had not revoked this law of 
Valcns, which was executed in the reign of Area- 
dins, yet the Jews continued happy enough at that 
time. Maximus rebelling in the eaft, and obliging 
Valentinian to implore the protection of Theodo- 
fius, who was then in Illyricum, thought it molt 
The jews expedient to gain the Jews, and bring them over to 
favoured his intcrefts. He not only favoured them, butun- 

b J Maximus derftandingthat the people had burnt one of their 

fynagogues at Rome, he ordered it to be rebuilt. 
Indeed, Maximus's reign was fhort. Theodolius 
having often beat his troops, caufed his head to 
he cut off at Aquileia, and came afterwards to 
Milan, where Valentinian and he revoked all they 
had decreed. But as the rebuilding of the fyna- 
gogue at Rome was a particular ordinance, and 
Theodofius was perfuaded the Jews ought not to 
be deprived of their religious places, it is doubted 
whether he annulled that relating to the Jews. 

St. Ambrofe was, indeed, very inveterate a gain ft 
vindicationthe Jews, and ftrenuoufly oppofed the rebuilding 

brofc. Am " an °ther fynagogue in lieu of that which the Chrif. 

tians had fet on fire at Gallinicum, and which Theo- 
dofius had ordered to be rebuilt, at their charge ; 
but what Zonaras, a Greek monk, and fome other 
writers of later date, fay of his preaching before 
him, taking him to talk, and reproaching him for 
fuffering the Jews to enjoy the privilege of their 
fynagogues in his capital, is all entirely falfe and 
abfurd. He did not preach, but write, to him ; 

and his letter is ttillpreferved, importing that they 
were fo far from thinking themfelves obliged to 
obfervc the Roman laws, that they thought it a 
crime to fubmit to them. 

The contrary, however, appears, by all that we 
have hitherto faid of the edicts made for and a- 
gainftthem; and much more by the new law which 
that prince publifhed, in the lalt year of his life,, 
againft the untimely zeal of fome Chriftians, who,* 
under pretence of religion, plundered and demo- 
lished their fynagogues, contrary to the laws which 
allowed them liberty of confeience, and for pu- 
n idling fuch offenders for the future. He even 
granted them a particular jurifdidtion, on account 
of the frequent law-fuits which they had either a- 
mong themfelves, or with the Chriftians, by which 
they were not only free from the trouble and 
charge of feeking for juftice from ftrange tribu- 
nals, but were likely more eafily to obtain it from 
judges that were maintained by themfelves ; all 
which privileges would hardly have been granted 
them, if, as is pretended to have been allcdged by 
St. Ambrofe, they had looked upon it as a crime to 
fubmit to the laws of the empire. 

St. Jerome had not the fameprejudice againft the 
dodtors of this nation as St. Ambrofe j for, on the 
contrary, he paid them a penfion, and made ufe of 
their inftrudtion for underftanding the Hebrew 
tongue, and the Holy Scriptures. Thisfather, who 
thought that he had taken too much pleafure in 
s reading Cicero and Virgil, (youarenotaChriftian, 

eJiiemToVbut a Ciceronian, faid a judge to him,) changed his 
tie jews, opinion for the Hebrews, learned their language 

with difficulty, confulted their dodtors, ftudied un- 
der them, and made ufe of them to compofe a Latin 
verfion of the Scripture. 

He acquaints us, That, to reftrain the fallies of 
Takesgrcathis youth, he put himfelf under the difcipline of a 

pains to — - - - 

learn He- 
brew. 



young Hebrew, that had turned Chriftian, and un- 
derwent very uncommon labour to learn a ftrange 



language 

m 

He was not contented with the inftrudtion of this 
converted Jew, but took another, who fo paflion- 
ately loved him., that he fetched the books from the 
fynagogue, under pretence of reading them, and 



ingenious man, and St. Jerome has quoted fome of 
his explications. H c fent for a third from Tiberias, 
whom he employed to revife, by the Hebrew, hi s 
verfion of the Chronicles, which he had made from 
the Septuagint. He fays that this new matter was 
admired by the fynagogue. He fent for a fourth 
from Lydda, whom he paid very dear, becaufe he 
was a leared man, and interpreted the traditions in 
the fynagogue. It was this rabbin that helped him 
to tranflate the book of Job. He had occafion for 
new afliftance to underftand Daniel and Tobias, 
becaufe oftheChaldeeexpreffionsthat arefcattered 
in thefe books. But as he laboured with great affi- 
duity, he employed but one day in the tranfiation 
of Tobias ; which a rabbin, equally {killed in the 
Chaldee and Hebrew, didtated to him. 

■ • 

St. Jerome grew fo much the haughtier from 
thefe affiftances which he had drawn from the fyna^ 
gogue ; becaufe this erudition, which was new, and 
almoft unknown in the Chriftian church, diftin- 
guifiied him from the reft cf the priefts, and even 
from the bifhops, who hardly knew any more than 
their mother tongue. In doing fome juftice to hi$ 
mafters, he boafted of his own {kill and underftand*' 
ingof the Scripture. St. Auftin, who did not love 
him, admired him as a prodigy, becaufe he utf- 
derftood three languages. An author, who bas* 8 *^ 
taken his name, adds, that St. Jerome underftoocl caStS 
thelanguage of the Greeks, the Hebrews, theChal-JJg* 
deans, the Perfians, the Medes^ the Arabians, and w&. 
of all nations. The moderns have gone farther 
than the ancients ; and becaufe this Father under- 
flood the holy tongue, they have efpoufed his ob- 
fervations as thofe of an almoft infallible commen- 
tator. 
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Equitable conduS of Theodofius the Younger. His pi*, 
ous and liberal difpojition. The fynagogues deftroyei * 
in Macedonia. A remarkable imp of or in the tJJand ' 
of Candia. Many Jews embrace Cltriftianity * \ Tift 
Jews raife a tumult in Alexandria. Riot and mur? 
der the effefts of party zeal. Bifbop Cyril cen/ared 
for his violent proceedings. The patriarchal dignity 
fuppreffed. 
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OST of the edidts which the Chriftian empe- ■ 
rors had publifhed in the fourth century were 
enforced in the fucceeding. Some of them were re- 
newed, and others added, that were thought ne- 
cefTary to check the Jews' infolence againft the 
Chriftian religion. Theodofius rhe Younger was 
obliged to remedy this mifchicf ; but he always did 
it in an equitable manner, for he only punifhed 
thofe who had deferved it by their crimes. In the 
beginning of this century new troubles fprung up 
in Macedonia and Dacia. On the one hand the 
Jews of thefe countries continued to infult the 
Chriftian religion 5 and, on the other, the Chriftians 
burnt their houfes and fynagogues, and even fome- 
times condemned the Jews to death, for no other e^'^ 
crime than their religion. Theodofius, who was ^coV 
always equitable, condemned this oppreflion of the fiB,> 
Jews, forbad the magiftrates to punifli them for 
religion, and not fuffer the edifices belonging to 
them to be burnt, on condition that, on their part, 
they would not violate the refpedt that was due to 
the prevailing church. Butyet the inhabitants of 
Inmeftar, three years after, fell into an excefs. 
Debauchery prevailed over the refpedt that was 
due to the prince's laws ; for they faftened a young 
Chriftian to a gibbet, and feourged him fo cruelly, 
that he died. The Chriftians of that country, en- 
raged at fuch a barbarous outrage, ran to arms. 
The battle was violent, becaufe the Jews were nu- 
merous. The governor of the province giving 
Theodofius information of it, he fent orders to 
chaftife the guilty, and the tumult wasappeafed by 
their punifhment. 

Theodofius, who fpent the winter at Conftanti- 
noplc, (in the year 425,) made many edidts there ? 
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3iif!« fll i one of which forbad the celebrating games and 

potion* fpcflaclcs on Eaftcr. Sunday, and during the prin- 
cipal feafts of the year. The Jews and heathens 
might have alledged, that this decree did not relate 
to them ; but the emperor declared, that they were 
fubjeft to the law ; and told them, there was a time 
for devotion, and another for pleafure. They 
thought to excite the prince's jealoufy, by com- 
plaining, that this miftaken devotion hindered the 
people from crowning and faluting the emperor's 
ftatues : butTheodofius pat himfelf above that, and 
declared, it was honouring, of him to do fervice to 
God. However, we fee that this relic of heathen- 
ifm was (till retained in this prince's reign, of falu- 
ting the emperor's ftatues, and inferring the ftileof 
Nuitien in the laws. 

Thofe that profefs the predominant religion, are 
apt to imagine that every thing is lawful to them. 
They think that they fignalize their zeal in pro- 
portion to the outrages they commit, and, under 
this notion, prefcribe no bounds to their paffion. 

It is the higheft prudence^ in kings, to reftfaia thefe 
exceiTes, and to cherifh the public peace, by punifh- 
ing an inordinate zeal. But this is not commonly 
done ;. aud thofe who, from being convinced of its 
neceflity* undertake it, do not always fucceed. 
They often render their religion fufpedred, expofe 
themfelvesto the raileries of the people, and incur 
an odium. 

H2»ognes Th e Chriftians, in Theodbfius's empire, pulled 
fcfeoyeO. down the fynagogues, without any other reafdn 
than their hatred to this religion . If a private per- 
fon thought himfelf affronted by a Jew, immediate- 
ly he engaged the populace in his intereft ; and the 1 
next thing was to run in fhoals to the fiynagogue, : 
and fet it on fire. This was often done in Macedo-; 
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that embraced Judaifm ; for lav/3 were only made 
agaiiift reigning abufes ; and it was difficult for the 
Jews to enforce circumcifion on a Chriftian, if he was 
not difpofed to fubmit to it. 

The lofTes of the church were repaid by an acci- 
dent that happened, in the year 434, in the ifland of 
Candia, where there were a great many rich Jews, 
the greateft part whereof were con verted, after they 
had been grofsly deceived by an impoftor. His name 
was Mofes ; and he pretended to be the ancient law- 
giver of the people, who defcended from heaven to 
procure them a glorious deliverance, by leading 
them through the fea, to return to the Land of 
Promife, as they had done when they left Egypt. 
We cannot conceive bow a man could be fo frantic 
as to attempt fuch a deception, or to perfuade him- 
felf that he was able to effe# it. But yet Socrates 
affirms, that he not only had this imagination, but 
alfo that he had, in one year, run over all the cities 
and villages of the ifland, and perfuaded the inha- 
bitants into a belief of it: The, infatuation was fo 
great, that, in expedition of the day appointed to 
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throw themfelves into the lea, ihe ploughman.neg- 
ledted the tillage of his fields, and the proprietors 
abandoned the pofleffion of their lands and houfes 
to the firft comer; every one contenting himfelf 
with taking what he.€uuld carry away. This pfeudo 
Mofes, having muttered up his fiock upon the top 
of a rock, the firft ^t hand threw themfelves into 
the water, without any wavering of faith : the wo- 
men and children plunged themfelves in with equal 
ardour. But it w^s quickly perceived that their 
abettor was an ipijioftor ; for fame were drowned ; 
and others were faved by the Chriftian filhermen, 
who happened to he there with .their barks, and 
went toacquaint their brethren how near their ere- 
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and the emperor was obliged to reprefent to! ^I.'ty had been to coft them the»r lives. T [hey at- 
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his fubjedls, that it was not lawful for private per-! 
Ions to do themfelves juftice ; that there .were tri-i 
bunals appointed to hear their grievances, and to. 
judge of their complaints; and that he had com-; 
manded the judges of that country to take coghi-; 
zance of them The ecclefiaftics, accuftomed tQ-re-j 
ligious broils- joined with the people i thofe of Ariti-i 
och, where the Jews were numerous and rich, plun- 1 
dered the fynagogue, and thought to fanctify the 
theft by confecrating the booty to the church. 
Complaints were made of fo fcandalous a .conduiS, 
which were fo reafonable, that they were backed by 
the prefect of the prsetorium, who gave informations 
of the diforder, and the occafions that had produ- 
ced it. Theodofius condemned the clergy to reftore 
what they had taken, or the value* and ordered a 
place to be alfigned the Jews to build a temple. The 
decree was equitable, fince the Jews lived in the em- 
pire upon the public faith of the edi&s. But it did 
not feent fo to Simeon Stilites, who was then alive, 
and violently efpoufed the interefts of the clergy, 
and the mutineers of Antioch : he wrote fo preffing- 
ly in their favour to Theodofius, that he not only 
revoked the orders he had given, but caftiiered 
the prefect who had advifed him to punifli the rob- 
bers. This favour which Theodofius granted upon 

his requeft, not only encouraged the Chriftians of II to another, and be baptized in them all for the fake 



tempted to feize the impoftor, but he had difap- 
pe^red* : In copfequ^nce of this, many Jews em- 
braced. Chriftianity y inqft of thena grew wife; and 
ail were afhamed of putting fo much confidence in 
fo diftipguUhed aa impoftor. 

There were o-rhef adventures that happened in 
the feign of Theodofius. A Jcw-of Conftantinople, 
who had been paralytic for many years, and baf- 
fled the art of the phyficians, thought he might re- 
cover the ufe of his limbs if he were baptized, and 
therefore defined this ordinance. Atticus, the pa- 
triarch, caufed him to be ioftrti&ed ; he received 
baptifm, and coming out of the baptifmal font, 
found himfelf cured. This extraordinary cure 
made fo great an imprefllon upon the Jews and 
heathens, that great numbers became converts; 
though the far greater part of the former ftill con- 
tinued in their unbelief. 

■ 

As we are writing the hiftory of the Jews, and not 
that of the church, we fliall pafs over a number of 
thofe very ftrange converfions with which this ccn- Frauds 
tury abounded, and only obferve, that the Chrif-*£ if *^ 

tians, having then accuftomed themfelves to make mnsk or" 
confiderable prefents to new converts, induced reI, 6 ion « 
many Jews not ouly to become Chriftians with that 
view alone, but even to run privately from one fed: 
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Antioch, but thofe of the cities and neighbouring 
provincestomakenewaflaultsuponthefynagogues. 
They were obliged to have recourfe to Theodofius, 
to obtain fome fecurity againft thefe frequent in- 
fults. This prince, who was an enemy to violence, 
forbad them doing any. The Chriftians were dif- 
gufted at it : they refumed the charge againft the 
Jews, and complained that the emperor's protec- 
tion had rendered them infolent. In explication of 
the preceding decrees, it was faid, that, in anfwer- 
ing the fad and doleful complaints of the Jews, it 
wasdefigned to fcreen them from the perfecution 
that fome turbulent fpiritsexercifed on them, under 
pretence of religion, and to prohibit the burning of 
their churches ; but, at the fame time, it was declar- 
ed that, if they had nothing to fear for the temples 
they were in pofieftionof, it was not lawful for them 
to build new ones ; and that death fhould be inflicted \ 
on all thofe that undertook the circumcifing of a 
Chriftian. There were ftill Chriftians, at that time, 
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of obtaining frefli tokens of their liberality. 

Socrates, in his ecclefiaftical hiftory, gives us a 
remarkable inftance of a Jew, who went through all 
the fedls then at Conflantinople ; but was at length 
difcovered in a lingular manner, by the Novatian 
bifhop there, and owned that he had been baptized 
by every one but that. Thefe cheats could not but 
render the Jews obnoxious to the Chriftians : but 
there was ftill another jonfideration that made 
them more fo. This was the feveral arch-heretics, 
fuch as the Novatians, Neftorians, &c. who, by bor- 
rowing fome of the Jewilh tenets, were fliledju- 
daizers and Jews. 

The Jews in the city of Alexandria, who amount- 
ed to upwards of 100,000, were mutinous and fe- ^j^ 1 ^ 
ditioos; and the hatred they cheriflied againft the Alexandria 
Chriftian religion tended to fharpen and exafperate 
their turbulent difpofition : fo that commotions 
frequently happened in this great city, and feldom 
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ended without bloodflied. Sabbaths were noted as 
fo many days of battle ; becaufe the Jews, who de- 
voted this day to idlenefs and debauchery, in Head of 
going to the (ynagogues, fought occalion tofignal- 
izc themfelves ; and the Chriftians and heathens 
commonly infulted them when they went to the 
fynagogue. There were alfo public fhews upon 
that day ; and the Jews chofe rather to be there 
than at their devotions, whereupon the people that 
flocked thither often engaged in quarrels with 

They ufed to come to blows, and the go- 
vernors had feldom fufficient authority toreftrain 
thefe riots. One day Oreftus, the governor of A- 
lexandria, was in the theatre, intending to make 
fome political regulations in the entertainments. 
He defigned, perhaps, by good laws, to prevent 
the diforders which had been attended withfuch 
fatal confequences to the public peace and good of 
the city. But he was miftaken ; for, as he was at- 
tempting it, it was perceived, that he was furroun- 
ded by the party of Cyril, bifliop of the place. It 
was fufpedled that they came only there toincenfe 
the governor, and didtate to him fome ordinance 
againft the Jews. The prefence of Hierax, who 
was only an ulher of the lower clafles, but one of 
Cyril's hired flatterers, who ufed to applaud this 
bifhop as he preached, ferved to provoke them ; 
infomuch, that they cried aloud, that that^man, 
whom they looked upon as their enemy, was come 
only to infult them, and to raife fedition. He muft 
have given occafion for thefe complaints, fince the 
governor caufed him to be feized by his officers, 
and fcourged upon the ftage, without any form of 
trial. Cyril was not a man that would bear fuch an 
infult from theprefecft, whom he mortally hated. 
Inftead of complaining to hini of his injuftice, (if 
it was true that he had been guilty of any,) he fent 
for fome Jews to his palace, and threatened them. 
They defpifed the threatenings of an ecclefiaftic 
whom the governor openly oppofed, and even re- 
folved to maflacre the Chriftians. In order to this 
defign, a body of the confpirators ran along the 
llreets in the night, crying that the principal church 
of the Chriftians at Alexandria was on fire. The 
croud burft forth, without arms to extinguilh it. 
The Jews, who had a mark to diftinguifh them- 
felves, killed them as faft as they came. Cyril, 
having notice of it, came out with a multitude of 
people, entered into all the fynagogues, appropri- 
ated them to the church, gave up the houfes to be 
plundered, and drove the Jews quite naked out of 
the city. The governor was highly enraged, be- 
caufe the bifliop encroached upon the jurifdidtion 
of the officers of the empire, and becaufe he faw 
this great city almoft unpeopled by fuch a general 
expuliion of the Jews. He informed the court of 
it, whilft Cyril alfo fent his complaints againft the 
Jews. The people fided with the governor againft 
their patriarch, and obliged him to go and fue for 
peace to Oreftus, who refufed to be reconciled. 

Cyril brought religion into the affair, and went to 
the governor with the gofpcl in his hand, to oblige 
him upon fight of that book, to a reconciliation : 
but Oreftusbeinginflexible in his refentment, Cyril, 
who had a troop of foldiers, in the habit of monks, 
ordered them all down from the mountains of Ni- 
tris. Thefe anchorets were never feen to defcend, 
but they put the people into a confirmation. They 
marched down that day to the number of fifteea 
hundred ; and obferving the governor, as he went 
Riofand into his chariot, began to load him with abufe, and 

tfc&Vof* accu ^ ec ' him uf being an heathen, that they might 
parry \la\ have a pretence to get rid of him, under a fliew of 

juitice. It was in vain for him to cry out, that he 
had been baptized at Cbnftantinople. Inftead of 
hearing him, they fell upon him with fhowers of 
itones, wounded him on the head, and covered him 
with blood. His guards deferted him, being op- 
preiled by number's ; and the governor would have 
been left to perifii, if the people had not run to 
his affiftance. Ammonius, one of the riotors, was 
arrefted, and condemned to punifhment. Oreftus 
wrote to the court. Cyril, on his part, juftified the 
proceedings of the Monks, by declaring Ammonius 
a martyr, and making his penegyric in the pul- 
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pit on the man who died in fo glorious an a&ion. 
The tumult began again fome time after, and Cyril 
was loaded with all the odium of the event, in which 
the celebrated Hypatia , an heathen virgin, of creat 
fenfe, learning, and virtue, loft her life, whom this 
bifliop, jealous of his reputation, had caufed to be 
afiaffinated. 

It is in vain to extol Cyril of Alexandria, and to 
make him one of the principal faints of the pureft 
church. People fuffcr themfelves to be eafily dazzled 
in favour of fome men, and canonize thofe who 
have been actuated by violent and criminal paffions, 
inftead of a regular devotion. It is owned, that 
Cyril incurred Oreftas's hatred by his ambition, 
and encroachment upon the authority of the impe- 
rial officers. How did he take his revenge on him ? 
He caufed him to be aflaffinated by the monks. Is 
this conduit confident with the character of a 
bifliop ? But he flops not here : he again brings his 
officers, like fo many aflaffins, againft a virtuous, 
amiable fair one, who unmercifully killed her at a 
church-Kloor. Socrates had reafon to fay, that this 
adtion involved Cyril and his ecclefiaftics in fliame 
andconfufion. This fame prelate had drawn upon 
him thepeople's hatred ; fince they always engaged 

againft him,notwithftanding their reverence for re- 
ligion and facred perfons. How could they efteem 

an ambitious prelate, who hired people to applaud 
his fermons in public, as Cyril did, and who after- 
wards afted the votary, and crowned a feditious 
monk, who had been puniflied for his crimes, with 

martyrdom ? We cannot juftify his condud: againft 
the Jews, fince they were not of his jurifdi&ion : 
it belonged to the governor to expel them the city, 
if he thought it expedient ; and the bifhop was no 
judge of their privileges and fettlements. It was a 
perfedl rapine to head a rabble, to plunder their fy- 
nagogues, and appropriate themtothemfelves,with 
their houfes and effects. It was uncharitable to the 
laft degree, to expel people quite naked, who had 
lived there ever fince the time of Alexander the 
Great, under the protection of edidts. 

m • • • ' 

The Jewifli nation received a fevere blow in 
this century in the total fuppreflion of their patri- 
archs ; for their way of living raifed murmurs and 
complaints againft them, and the taxes they levied 
upon the nation occasioned their fall. We have al- 
ready fpoken of their privileges ; and have only to 

add,thatThcodofiusaudValentinian deprived them 
of that income, and appropriated animpoftmade 
upon their fubjefts to the imperial treafury. By 
this means the patriarchaldignity was more effedtu- 
ally fupprefled than if it had been annulled by any luW 
edi&, fo that, for want of competent fupport, it 
dwindled away. Photius pretends that the pri- 
mates, who fucceeded the patriarchs, were charged 
with this collection, anfwerable for it, and obliged 
to fee it conveyed into the treafury. 

Thus was the pati'iarchal dignity abfolved in the 
year 429. 
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CHAP. X. 



State of the Jews^ in the weftern empire^ under Hone- 
rius. Equitable law of Honor ius re [petting the Jem* 
He deprives them of the office of agents. Determi- 
nation of Scverus to convert the Jews. State of the 
Jews under the Vandals in Africa. Their privi- 
leges confirmed by Fahntiniau. The Jews protested 
by Thcodoric king of the Goths. 

HONOR1US, who poflefled the weftcrn part of defter* 
the empire, was harrafled with many revolts. g*g 
Never did prince matter fo many tyrants ; and there- 
fore we fee him, in moft of his medals, holding a la- 
barum in one hand, a victory in the other, ^nd 
trampling a rebel under his feet. St. Chryfoftoni, 
who derived this prince's glory from hence, did not 
afcertain the character of heroes ; for it is moft 
commonly theweaknefs or cruelty of the governor 
that excites rebellions : and it is no great honour 
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for n prince to fee his fubjects vanquifhed, and in 
chains at hi« feet. 'Hie zealots perfuadcthcmfelves, 
that his victories were the rccompence of his vehe- 
nience againli the fe&nries. It is truehe fometimes 
perfecuted them ; but he fhevved great equity to the 
Jews who lived in his dominions. There is even a 
jawprefcrved, made upon their account, which is an 
honour to him ; for he declares, 44 That the glory of 
t ate a prince con lifts in permitting every fociety quietly 
j£ofHa- to enjoy the privileges they have acquired ; and 
* rifl,rC that, though a religion is not approved by a fove- 
reign,yethe ought to preferve its privileges." Pur- 
suant to thefe maxims, he decreed, that none could 
deftroy or appropriate the fynagogues with impu- 
nity. He even forbad them to violate the fabbath, 
under pretence of the public good, and fervice of 
thetftate ; becaufe the reft of the week was fufficient 
to fatisfy the neceflities of the empire. 

Neverthelefs, to prevent the abufe of their li- 
^djcaberty, he forbad the building of fynagogues, and 
ftkiof- deprived the profeffors of it of offices in the mi- 
£f Ktia* and of that of agents. The agents were dif- 
tinguifhed in the militia, having three forts of -em- 
ployments ; toraife taxes in the provinces, to con- 
vey bread to the magazines and army for the fub- 
fiftenceof the troops, and to be fpies and couriers 
to the princes. . Auguftus had appointed thefe in- 
spectors in every province and region : they brought 
an account of all that was done to the prince, and to 
this purpofe had the difpofal of the public car- 
riages. Honorius deprived the Jews of this em- 
ploy, who were, at that time, commiffioned to fiir- 
ni(h the magazines, as they are at this day in fome 
ftates. 

This prince feverely reftrained the feci: of the Cce- 
licolas, who had no image of the deity in their tem- 
ples : they prayed to God in open places, and oh flat 
roofs : they neglect the temples, (fays Tertullian,) 
and make their prayers upon the banks in the air. 
They fwore by the heaven, it is faid, that this more 
particularly agrees with theSamarians, who had for- 
merly an oratory near NapoloufTe, built in the form 
of a theatre, where they went to pay their devo- 
tions. Bcfides, they had a baptifm like the fe&a- 
ries we fpeak of. They were called CoelicoTas, 
becaufe they read the Bible in Hebrew. Scaliger 
thought it was a fed: of the Effenes that bore the 
name of Coelicola^ or angels, by reafon of the an- 
gelical life they led. And thus, in the latter ages, 
the monks have been intitled Coelicolae, as if they 
had led the life of heavenly citizens whilft they 
were upon earth. 

There was another feci: in this nation, called 
Schamain, or the Heavens. Benjamin of Tudela 
found it in Egypt ; and it had fo much refemblance 
to that of the Ccelicolas, that it is very probable it 
was a remainder of thofe who were condemned in 
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pcror Conftantine, which removes all thedifliculty. 
Indeed, Benjamin makes no difference between 
thefe two fynagogues, except in their manner of 
dividing their reading, and the fecYions of the law, 
which makes no variation in the worfhip. 

An ingenious commentator has differed from all Different 
the reft, by obferving, that the Coelicoke are ac- Xut°che 
cufed, by Honorius, of difturbing the rules of CrcUwI* 
the church ; wherefore he fufpedled they were bap- 
tized in the name uf heaven, inftead of the common 
form ; and by heaven they underftand the God 
that reigns in it. This was the Jews ftyle long ago» ' 
They fay ftill, that thename of heaven is prophaned; 
that the fear of heaven is neceflary ; and that the 
affembly inftitutedby heaven fhall remain. 

Thefe Ccelicolae, or worfhippers of heaven, were 
in Africa ; for it was to the governors of this pro- 
vince that the emperor directed his orders againft 
them. They were all fchifmatics ; for they had 
their particular afTefriblieS : and Honorius was for 
reducing them within the pale of the church: Thefe 
fectaries attacked the facraments of the Catholick 
faith, antl the : worfhip and veneration of God ; all 
which is an argument, that they were real Donatifts j 
for thefe latter Inrtpugned the facraments of the 
church, by re-baptizirig thofe who had been bap- 
tized- by the orthodox, and by the addition of Tome 
ceremonies. St. Auftin fays, that Major, one of 
the Ccelicolse, wasfearched for, who had invented 
a new baptifm among them, and had feduced many 
people. Here you have the Ccelicolne in Africa ; 
and their principal was Major, of the fc& of the 
Donatifts, with whom St. Auftin would have enga- 
ged in a conference; had he not been called away 
upon the ordination of a bilhop. The baptifm 
Major had invented was new, and little known : he 
had fet up new congregations, and mifled many 
people by thisnew facrament. St. Auftin'spalfage 
fo perfect ly agrees with Honorius's declaration, 
that the one feems to be a comment of the other. 



They departed alfo from the worfhip of God ; for 
we know that the Donatifts fwore by their mar- 
tyrs as by the only religion, fays Optatus. They 
demonftrated their veneration for them, by admit- 
ting their decilions as fo many oracles. This is 
enough to make them pafs for Coelicolce, fince the 
faints are regarded as the inhabitants of heaven, 
and they fwore by them ; which was not done in 
the Chriftian church. 

This fedl is little known becaufe it continued but 
a fhorttime. And as the Donatifts foon vaniflied 
after Honorius, the Ccelicolas, who made but a 

very fmall part of the fchifmatics, quickly dif- 
appeared ; and therefore we only find their name in 
St, Auftin and the Theodofian code. We find no 
track of them among the ancients, who have given 



the Theodofian code. It has been further main- \ he catalogue of heretics ; and almoft all the mo- 
taincd, that they were apoftates, who forfook derns have for S' ot them > as wel1 as tne ancients. 
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Chriftianity, and turned Jews 

Honorius looks upon thefe heretics as people 
that were but juft fprung up in Africa, and whofe 
dodtrines he was yet unacquainted with. This cha- 
racter cannot be applied to the Jews, or Samarians, 
or Eflenes, nor to the apoftates that returned to ju- 
daifm, whofe doctrine, worfhip, and ceremonies, 
could not be unknown to the emperor. Bcfides, 
the Scbamain, which Benjamin of Tudela found in 
Egypt, were not Coelicolce, nor fo much as Secta- 
ries. This is eafily to be obferved by any one that 
reads this traveller with attention ; for he diftin- 
guifhes two different fynagogues he faw at Grand 
Cairo, one whereof belonged to the Jews of the 
Irack, and the other to the Jews Schamain. As the 
firft name is that of a province from which thefe 
Jews came, viz. the Babylonian Irack, from whence 
they went into Egypt ; the fecond name muft alfo 
fignify a province from whence the Jews who pof- 
fefTed that fynagogue proceeded : and Syria is actu- 
ally called Scham, and the Syrians, Schamain: or 
rather, there needed no more than to forfake Arias 
Montanus's verfion, and to follow that of the em- 
No. 48. 



They muft not be confounded with the Jews, be- 
caufe we find them in the Theodofian code under 
the fame title, and included in the fame law. Gode- 
froy has judicioufly obferved, that the law ought 
to thediftinguifhed into two articles ; one whereof 
relates to the Coelicolce, who were obliged to re- 
turn to the church before a year's end, under pain 
of being confounded with other heretics; and 
the other forbids the Jews the making of profe- 
lytes. 

It is true, that this learned commentator thought 
the Coelicolre had a worfhip common with thejews, 
who worfhipped the heavens and the ftars ; but 
fince this worfhip of the ancient idolators was abo- 
lished among thejews, and the Donatifts had a 
baptifm, and a peculiar worfhip for their martyr's, 
there is no need of confounding two different reli- 
gions. And therefore we difcharge the fynagogue 
from this new crime, of which it hath hitherto 
been thought convicted by the laws of Honorius. 

Betwixt Africa and Spain is the ifland of Mi- 
norca, in which were two confidcrablc cities : one, 
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where t lie bifbop refuted, was inacccffihlc to the 

Jews: there were neither wolves or wild beads 
there ; and the ferpents, which were very numerous, 
loft their venom. On the contrary, in the other 
city, called, at prcfeiit, Port-Mahon, the Jews were 
To confidcrublc, that, though it was fubjedk to the 
emperor Honorius, yet they arrived to titles, and 
exercifed all civil dignities : for Theodofius, who 
the chief was do&or of the law, and head of the fynagogue, 

bore the fir ft rank among the Chriftians, becaufe he 
had palled through all the offices. 

Dctcrmina Severus, being appointed bifliop of this ifland, 
tionofsc- was eafily perfuaded by Orofius, who had lately re- 

verus to 
convert 

the Jews. 
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turned from Jerufalcm, loaded with fingular re- 
lics, to undertake the converfion of the Jews. They 
began with private conferences, and proceeded to 
public difputes ; thelaft of which was held in their 
fynagogue, where finding fome Jewifh women had 
armed theinfelves with ftones to ftro w at them, they 
provided for their own defence. Theconfequence 
was, that the fynagogue was pulled down, and 
nothing faved out of it but the books and plate : 
but the bifliop, through the power of oratory, 
brought their greateft men to relent ; and, in about 
eight days, the greater part of them were convert- 
ed, and the fynagogue turned into a church. Ma- 
ny, however, that remained obdurate, went and 
hid theinfelves in caverns, till hunger forced them 
out ; and others, leaving all they had behind them, 
went and fought an afylum in foreign countries; 
all which circumftances fliew that there, was fome 
violence ufed againft them by the bifliop and his 
clergv- Beronius feems to own as much ; and 
adds, that this example would have been followed 
in many other places, had not the crowned head 
put a flop to this method of converfion. 

Theirruption of the Vandals, a barbarous people, 

State of the 111 • c t • • • i« 

jews under NV ho had no notion of toleration in point of reh- 
^ e ^mhisgion, was very likely to create them new troubles. 

But yet it 3s probable they brought upon this na- 
tion only fuch confufions as are inevitable in great 
revolutions ; for we find in St. Auftin's works fe- 
veral tra<fts compofed againft the Jews, which fliew 
that their condition was not grown more hard 
or unhappy here, than in the other parts of the 
empire. 

■ 

In the " Plea of the fynagogue againft theChrif- 
tian Church," written by a lawyer of that time, the 
fynagogue allcdges, c< Thatfhe is neither a flave or 
cc a fervant of the Chriftians, fince they are not 
" committed prifoners ; and, inftead of wearing 
" Irons, and other marks of flavery, they were left 
" the liberty of failing and merchandizing." The 
Vandals, therefore, promifed them the liberty of 
profeffing their religion and trading. But, on the 
other hand, the church anfwers, " That (he is 
" obliged to pay tribute to the Chriftians ; that a 
" Jew cannot pretend to the empire, nor become a 
" leading man or governor of a province ; that he 
" cannot enter into the fenate or the camp ; and 
ct that if he be left the liberty of getting his live- 
" lihood, it is only to prevent his dying with 
" hunger." 

Valcntinian confirmed all their privileges at 
Rome, and in the reft of the empire under his obe- 
dience. He left the fyivagogues remaining, that 
had been built in the preceding reigns ; but at the 
fame time oppofed innovations ; and underftand- 
ing they were building a temple, he caufed it to be 
pulled down, and fined the undertaker. When the 
empire changed its matter, and the Goths feized 
on Italy, the Jews ftill found protection from tbefe 
barbarous kings. 

Theodoric defended them againft the infults of 
S^f^ the people. He attended to, and followed, the 
Gotht.pro- maxims infufed into him by the fecretary Caffio- 
teds the Jorus, of forcing no one ; beexvufe all violence in 

point of religion is criminal. This prince often 
reprefented to them, their cxccflive love of riches, 
and a temporal reft, whilft they loft immortality. 
But he would not have them driven into this road 
by violence, fince they ohftrufteel their falvation, 



Valentinian 
confirms 
their pri- 
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Jews. 



when they did not enter it with their whole defire. 
He was much affedted when he heard, that, to re- 
venge a private quarrel, the fynagogue of Home 
was burnt. He cenfured the fenate for permitting 
it, and reprefented the confequcnccs fuch a tumult 
might have had, fince the flames of that building, 
carried by the wind, might have confumed a great 
part of their city. He alfo feverely reprimanded 
the ecclefiaftics of Milan, who went to feize upon 
a fynagogue and its appurtenances. The Chriftian 
religion does not authorize robbery. The citizens 
of Genoa were going to vacate all the privileges 
which the Jews poflTefled, who had been fettled 
there for a long time. The people, fermented by 
their leaders, mutinied, and went to plunder, the 
fynagogue, of which they carried away the roof. 
The opprefTed had recourfe to Theodoric, whofe 
equity was known to them. They were not niif* 
taken ; for this prince maintained their privileges, 
and permitted them to rebuild the fynagogue, on 
condition that they would add no ornaments, nor 
make it larger than it was before. And thus the 
Jews concluded the fifth century in the Roman em- 
pire. They frequently fubmitted to the hatred and 
tumults of the people, but ftill they preferved the 
beft. part of their privileges by the authority of the 
fovereigns. 
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CHAP. XI. 



State of the Jews in Pcrfia, under R. Afce. Method of 
compiling the Babylontflo Talmud. Succejfors of Afce. 
Revenues and power of the princes of the captivity. 
Compofition of the Talmud obftrtitted by perjecution: 
Rife of the Sebureans or Sceptics. A new Jeft, called 
Gaenim, or Excellent s. 

LET us now take a view of the Jews in Perfia, ^ 
during that interval where wc find their acade-Perk,* 
mies in a flourilbing condition, under their famed dsa ^ k 
chief, R. Afce, the compiler of the Babylonifli Tal- 
mud, lately mentioned. Sora was the place of his 
birth, and the moft celebrated academy of all thfr 
eaft, of which he was chofen prefident at a very ear- 
ly age. 

i 

He invented a new method of inftru&ion ; for, 
inftead of fixing his difciples conftantly to the col- 
lege, and reading them lectures all the year, he 
only did it in the months of February and Auguft. 
In February he gave his fcholars a treatife, and fent 
them to ttudy at home for fix months. 1 hey re- 
turned in Auguft, and gave an account of their 
proficiency. The fubjedts were examined : they 
difputed in his prefence ; and afterwards he re- 
moved the difficulties by the decifions of preceding 
dodlors. 

Tenperfons were feated over againft him ; feven 
whereof were called Princes of the Crowns, whofe 
office it was to paraphrafe upon the dilates or the 
matter, and to make repetitions to the fcholars, 
whofe number amounted to 2400. Thofe that 
diftinguiflied themfelves by their diligence were 
praifed and rewarded. The prefident made a col- 
lection of all the fubje&s that had been handled, 
and from this the Babylonian Talmud was compo- 
fed. He then gave them a fubjc<5t they were to 
ftudy the half year following, and fo the fchool 
broke up. 

Afce, having taught in this manner fixty years, m«W< 
publifhed a colle&ion of his decifions, which he di-™^; 
vided into four different parts. The firft contained 
the maximsand rulesof theMifnah, with the doubts mttJ 
that might be propofed, and their folutions. In the 
fecond he handled divers queftions, and related 
the opinion of the Tannreans and Gemarifts about 
them. The third part confiftcd of the fentences 
and maxims that had been publifhed (met: Judah 
the Saint : and in the la ft were all the explications 
the fcripture affords for the determination of dif- 
ferences, with the commentaries of the principal 
dodlors This was the firft divifion of the Babylo- 
nian Talmud. Bat as R. Afce could not finifli his 
undertaking, thofe that came into it after him 
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changed the method, and made addition**, which 
have rendered it much more confufed. 

This i^rcrtt doctor died in the year 427. Some 
make M.irimar his fucccflbr; but others fay, that 
the fret of II. flovan haliened; that is, that this 
mailer was made prefident of the academy ofSora, 
in Afcc's place. His fori Thobiorrti (according; to 
thcpompousjcwifli ftile) afcended the throne of his 
father in the year 455, and reigned thirteen years, 
during which the nation enjoyed fuch profound 
tranquillity, that thev called this dodtor their Daily 
Profperity. He mull needs have contributed to 
their felicity,, fince they gave him the name of it. 
We mult hot be furprized to hear them ufe the 
phrafes of lucceflioii to the throne, and thirteen 
years reign, though the queftions are only about the 
office of a do<ftor, or the p'edagogue.of a fchool. It 
is the rabbicinal ftile to give great ideas of their 
matters, and to carefs them with flattering titles. 
Thofe that are unaccuftomed to this ftile are eafily 
dazzled by it, not imagining that a pedant is placed 
upon the throne, and that they fliould exprefsly 
fay, he reigned thirieen years, when his empire 
extended no farther than over fome fcholars, to 
whom he taught traditions. Thev alfo called plain 
ftudents princes of crowns, becaufe they were the 
uppermoft of a clafs. 

^ Seeing fuch a glorious title is given to the fcho- 

I?th r eptin-l ari5j W c need not wonder that the princes of the 
odfity* captivity wore it like wife. They entertain lofty 
fsamineJ. notions of thefe princes, whereas their power was 

not fo considerable- as is commonly fuppofed. The 
whole nation did not depend on them, .as is faid, 
fince, as far as the year +19, the patriarchs of Judaea 
extended their jurifdi (lion over, many. provinces j. 
and tince that time, the Jews, difperfed in the Ro- 
man empire, could not acknowledge a prince refi- 
lling in th« : territories of the Perfian or Arabian 
kings* with whom there were continual wars. 
Would the Grecian emperors, fo extremely jealous 
of their authority, have fuffered a foreign Jew to. 
raife taxes upon his fubje&s, and correspond with 
them in time of war? This prince's tfeVettwes Were 
but fm-all. TlYe doctors fay < he obtained 1 of the Per- 
lians the privilege of fetting* up but one judge for 
the determination of differences betweem : nlan and* 
man, without being obliged to repair -the* damage, 
when the fen tence was given wrong; whereas, by 
the common laws, they were to be judged by three 
perfons. This obfervati-on is futile z for it was the- 
Talmudifts that fixed the number of thefe judge* 
to three ; and it was impertinent to delire of the 
king of Perlia difpenfation from a law which they 
had voluntarily impofed on themfelves. However, 
the prince eftablifhed three judges atNerea, a town 
half a day's journey from Babylon; and here they 
paid the Didrachm when they came to be twenty 
years old. Hcalfo punifliedthe violatorsof thelaw 
by fines, which were referved for the prince/ There 
was fuch another tribunal at Chaloan, five days 
journey from Babylon. There was a third at Ke- 
far ; and tlie laft at Babylon, where the prince re- 
iided: and in all thefe courts they collefted but 
feven hundred gold crowns, whicfr compofed 1 the 
prince's revenue; and fuppofing his dignity propor\ 
tioned to his income, it could not be considerable. 
By this we difcover the reafon of thefilence-of all 
the hiftorians concerning thefe heads of the capti- 
vity. They fay, that all thefe princes Were of the 
houfeof David. They affign them a great empire, 
by which they fay the fceptre was prcferved in the 
tribe ofjudah. However, thefe hiftorians, who pre- 
serve the fucceflion, thefe names, and fome actions 
of the doctors, who taught in the fchools of Sora, 
Pundebita, and elfewhere, hardly ever mention the 



heads of the captivity; and if we difcover fome 
names of them, it is not without great uncertainty. 
II. Afce is highly celebrated ; they enumerate his 
f liccefTors in the academy : but in all the fifth cen- 
tury we are examining, we find but one name of a 
prince of the captivity. It is impoffible they fliould 
have been fo entirely forgotten, if they had per- 
formed any important actions in the fifth century, 
or had been princes, as they are ftilcd. But to re- 
No. 48. 



turn to the liabyloniari Talmud, which the head of 

the academy compofed. 

This work was interrupted by the death of Afcc, A $ctfcau 
thought he left able difciplcs, that might have ftSSrwSJ 
fini/hed it. But this interruption was caufed by a compofi- 
perfecution that lafted feventy-threc years : it was TaTm^d.* 1 * 
violent ; for the ohfervation of thefabbath wasfup- 
prcflcd, the fynagogues were (hut up, aud the holy 
houfes given to the Magi. The principal dodtors 
of the nation were made prifoners. Animar, Mor, 
Afce'sdifciples, andHunahis fon, who was prince 
of the captivity, were condemned to death, and 
fuffered it courageoufly ; but the Jewifhyouth, more 
addi&ed to the pleafures of life, defeated their reli- 
gion ; fo that the Jews were feverely afflidted to- 
wards the end of the fifth century. However, they 
refumed courage fome time after, and the Talmud 
was accomplifhed in the year 500. 

Towards the end of the fame century arofe a new Rife of the 
fed:, called Sebureans, or Sceptics, at the head of scbu^^s! 
which was R. Jofi. Thefe dodtors pretended to orsceptic/.- 
doubt of every thing, and feem to have ftarted up 
to oppofe the infallibility which the Talmudifts at- 
tributed to the Talmud ; but whether by openly 
queftioning its authority, or the fenfe of its dcci- 
fions, we cannot affirm. However, this kind of 
ufurped pre-eminence became fb odious to the reft 
of the Jews, that it did not laft long. It began to 
appear about the ctofe of the fifth century, and was 
driven but of the world before the middle of the 
next, by the Gaonim, or Gaons, a new fet of doc- 
tors, who took that pompous title upon them, which 
fignifies fublime, or excellent, and who, in the fuc- 
ceedingcentur}', became the idols of the academies, 
and of the people. 
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CHAP. XJI 



Perfecution of the Jem in Perfia r under Gavadts. 
' They rife again^ him. Are per/ecuted under Chofi 

roes. \,Reftored by ,fformifdas. . Perfecutcd under 
]\Chbfroes ft. ;<$rjsdf numbers Jlaughtered at Antioch. 
'' Canfptracy dgdihfl the inhabitant 's of Tyre punijbed. 
" dhofroes dies of famine. End of the Perfian mo* 

narchy. 



* : * • 
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'T^HE fixth century commenced with the perfecu- Jews per. 
A tions the ten .tribes fuffered in the eaft. Cava- rcrfiafun* 
d«s,. ayi0lent and haughty prince, who could not JerCava- 
beajr £ difference of religion in his kingdom, caufed ,# 
many fchriftians.to be feverely tortured. He defign- 
ed alfo to force flhe Iberians to forfakcChriftianity 
for tl^Perfiaw reHgioTi ; but having firft demanded 
of their king, that their bodies fliould be left unbu- 
rieda prey to birds' and wild beafts, and the Iberians 
not being willing to-.confent to an acStion fo mani- 
feftly repugnant .to humanity, they put themfelves 
under the protection- of the Romans. We muft not 
therefore wonder tfoar this king tormented the 
Jews of his empire *'and it is probably to this that 
We ai?e> to aferibd the frequent alterations that hap- 
pened in the dighky of the princes of the captivity, 
foe in Jcfs than tcniyears we find four of thefe prin-« 
ces fuccecding, one alnotherrf 

.Thfcfe were Huna, to whonl they gave but two 
years reign ; Ackaj.who reigned three ; Tetana, who 
i^eirgned: four ; and Zentra, who reigned twenty 

years < . 

Inhistime arofe the famous Meir, alearried rabbi^ In ^ rre ^ 
and great doctor of law, who having declared war tionofth* 
againft' the Perfiaii king with only four hundred jtainftth* 
men, was very fuccefsful againft him during feven king of 
years ; : after which his men having polluted them- lcrha ' 
felves with .ftrange food and female intercourfe, 
he was defeated, taken, and put to death by the Per- 
fians* They went thence into the city where Zeu- 
tra refided, and plundered it. They then took that 
prince, and the prelide^it of the council, and hanged 
them upon a bridge* -His family were forced to 
betake themfelves to flight; and his fon' and heir, 
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pre fid en t of tlic fcnatc, or Sanhedrim. This the 

Jewifh hiftorians tell us was the fotircc of that fc- 
ries of misfortunes which attended thctn in Perfia, 
irilomuch that their great mafter Hahonai never 
dared to flicw his face during the fpacc of thirty 
years, that is, during the whole time of the reign 
of Cavades. 

The jew* Chofroes the Great was not, more favourable to 
perfected them than his father. They hiul endeavoured to 
chofroes. purchafe his favour by betraying the emperor Jufti- 

nian. This prince had fent ambafladors to the eaft 
to negociate a peace, and had loaded them with 
prefents, which were received with fuch acknow- 
ledgments, that there was reafon tohopeforafpeedy 
iflue of the treaty, when the Jews, who had their 
fpies and deputies at this court, inlinuated to Chof- 
roes, that if he was willing to continue the war, 
they would furnifh him with fifty thoufand men in 
Judcea, by which means he might take Jerufalem, 
one of the richeft cities in the world. Chofroes 
accepted the propofal, broke off the negociation 
•with the emperor, and was preparing to fecond the 
endeavours of the traitors, when news was brought 
that the deputies, who were departed to execute 
the defign, had been feized upon their return, and 
fentenced to death, having firft confefled their 
crime. 

This elefire to oblige the Perfian prince did not 
engage him in their interefts; and they not only 
had their fhare in the general miferies of the em- 
pire, when Chofroes, who often took arms againft 
the Romans, pillaged Syria, and advanced to Judaea, 

to make himfelf mafter of Jerufalem, but this prince 
alfo fhut up the academies of the eaft, which ob- 
ftruflred the progrefs of the fciences. We do not 
ib much as find that there was then a prince of the 
captivity, fince Zeutrall. had been obliged to re- 
tire to Judaea, where he long exercifed an office 
infinitely beneath that he would have polfefTed at 
Babylon, if he had beenfuffcred there. 

C Ho7mif. Hormifdas III. reftored them their liberty; for 
Is. ° rmi 'the academy of Pundebita was opened. R.Chanon 

Mehifchka began to teach : but this unhappy prince 
reigned not long: his rebellious fubjefts took him 
prifoner ; and his own fon, Chofroes II. deprived 
him of his life. 

This young prince did not peaceably enjoy the 
fruits of his parricide ; for Varanes, who had been 
his father's enemy, declaring himfelf alfo his, and 
pretending to afcend the throne, expelled him Per- 
fia, having firfl beat his army. He was obliged to 
engage in many battles, before he could get the 
mattery of Varaues, who had made a confiderable 
. party in the ftate, and defended himfelf with great 
•chof- bravery. The Jews were m his intereft. 44 This 
C5 XI - faithlefs, reftlefs, imperious, jealous, envious, im- 
placable nation (fays the Greek hiftorian) was then 
fo powerful in Perfia, as to raife the people againfl 
their prince, and to fortify the rebels ; becaufe it was 
extremely multiplied, and had amafled prodigious 
wealth." Chofroes, getting the mattery, expiated 
this treachery with their blood. Thofe of Antioch 
fell firft into the hands of Mebodus, the Roman 
general. This was not the Syrian city, but ano- 
ther, which Chofroes I. had built in J^crfia, and 
had given it that name, becaufe he had formed it 
by the other's model, and had tranfplated its inha- 
bitants. It is faid they were amazed, when they 
entered it, to find their country again ; a fecond 
Antioch : the fame ftreets and houfes they had left. 
Mebodus, having taken this place, put numbers of 

"?An£ J ews to t ' ie fword, deftroyed others by different 

punifliments, and reduced the reft to a miferable 
flavery. 

However, Chofroes being refettled, was recon- 
ciled to them, and ufefully employed them in his 
defigns. Indeed, this prince, who delighted in war, 
gave out, that he armed to revenge the death of 
Mauritius, his bencfaftor, upon Phocas, who had 
killed him, and made himfelf mafter of the em- 
pire. Chofroes broke into Syria and Judasa, where 
he did terrible execution. He returned again in 
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Heraclius's time, took Jerufalem, and carried with 
him a crofs which a Jew had found. Jt is moft 
probable this nation had correfpoudencc with 
Chofroes, fince, upon his being mafter of Jcrufa- ^rfnj 
lem, he returned them all the Chrillian prifoners, thrift;*,* 
which they only bought to fatiate their implacable b^he" 4 
malice ; for ninety thoufand pcrfons were unmer- J Cff, « 
cifully butchered. 

Elmacinus, and other Arabian hiftorians, add, 
that Chofroes going to befiege Conftantinople, 
there was a neceflity of evacuating all the places 
of Syria, and drawing out all the garrifons, to come 
to the afliftance of the capital; and the Jews, feiz- 
ing this opportunity, confpired with all their na- 
tion in Judsea, to murder, on Eafter-day, all the in- 
habitants of the city of Tyre, and make themfel ves 
mafters of that important poft. All the confpira- Attempt 
tors came fecretly to the walls ; but finding greater °"j h ecit r 
refiftance than they expedted, they fpread them- fruftKU 
felves in the country, where they burnt the Chris- 
tian churches. The Tyrians, who beheld this fpec- 
tacle from the ramparts and towers, ft ruck off a 
Jew's head upon every church that fell, or was 
burning; and as they killed two thoufand Jews, 
they muft have burnywo thoufand churches. The 
citizens going out, found this company difperfed 
like a flock of fheep in the field, and made great 
flaughter of them. It is no wonder that Chofroes 
then favoured the eafternjews, fince they made 
fiich advantageous diverfions on his account. 

Hiftorians relate, that Chofroes continued always 
devoted to judicial aftrology ; that entering, one 
day, the church of Dora whilft the fervice was per- 
forming, the Chriftians were difturbed, as if their 
myfleries had been profaned, and their religion 
dishonoured, by the prefence of this heathen prince. 
Domitian, bifhop of Melitene, not being able to 
bear the affront he offered the church, went out, 
and threatened to bring his troops. Chofroes fent 
his apology to the prelate, who received it, return- 
ed, cenfured the prince, and drove him out of the 
church. 

This prince wasimprifoned by his fubje&s and his chofroa 
fon, arid* they gave him gold and (ilver inftead of 
bread, faying, u Enjoy, at they pleafure, all the ofthePo. 
things thou haft defired with an infatiable thirft." 
He died of famine in the midft of his treafure, in the 
year 6a8 ; and three years after concluded the Per- 
fian monarchy, which went to the Saracens ; Ifdi- 
gerdes, the laft of their kings, having been con- 
quered near Cadefia. 
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Conquefls of Omar, fucceffor to Mahomet. Taking 
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e letted caliph. 



His 
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Fall of the Perfian monarchy. 
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' at Damafcus. Ifdigerdes perfecutes 
Liberality and candour of the Arabians* 
Aly marries the prince fs of Perfia to the head of the 
captivity. Academies reftored. 



' I 'HE Arabians made great conquefts, and the 
Jews of the eaft univerfally changed mafters. 
Omar, the fecond caliph, after the death of Maho-fS"! 
met, his predeceflbr, reigned but ten years and a fucceffor 
half, during which he took thirty-fix thoufand ci- jjjjjj* *" 
ties or caftles, pulled down four thoufand temples 
belonging to the Chriftians or Magi, built fourteen 

hundred mofques, and made himfelf mafter of all 
the eaft. 

/ 

Notwithftanding all that Heraclius could do to 
relieve Damafcus, which this caliph befieged by 
his generals, he entered in at the fame time by a£- 
fault and capitulation ; for they had forced the in- 
trenchments on one fide, whilft they capitulated on 
the other. 

Syria being conquered, by the taking of this place, 
they profecuted the fiege of Jerufalem, which was 
already begun, and in a fhort time totally reduced 
the place. Omar, walking the ftreet§ with an air of 
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devotion, (Icfircd them to fhrw him .Solomon's jr and feeing Arabia and the Babylonian Irach fully 
temple, intending to raife a mofque in the place. J| fubjedtcd to his command, he marched to ftifle ano- 

_ f , .« . - . thcr rebellion, which was raifed againft him in 

The Arabians ailert, that their calipli granted I Syria- 

the bifhop of Jerufalem a very honourable capitu- 
lation for the city ; that he entered it without fuf- 



feringany difordersof his troops ; and not allowing 
any church to be taken from the Chriftians, very 
modeftly defired of Sophronius a place where he 
might build a mofque. The bifhop fhewed him 
Jacob's ftone, and the place where Solomon's tem- 
ple ftood, followed by the principal officers of his 
army, where, in fine, he built a mofque. 

* 

This caliph at the fame time attacked the Per- 
fians by his generals, and, after many battles, Ifdi- 
gerdes, the lad of the Perfian kings, loft Cadefia. 
His capital, children, and treafures, fell into the 
Faiiofthe enemy's hands. For his own part he fled to Cho- 
fer *" m0 ~razan, where he lay concealed for fixteen years, 
w ' fliif ting from place to place, till one of his fubjeCCs, 

the governor of Merou, betrayed him, and invited 
Tarcan, king of the Turks, to take upon him the 
government. Ifdigerdes gave him battle, loft it j 
and attempting to pafs a river in ,his flight, the 
boatman difputed with him about the price of his 
paflage ; and whilft they were wrangling, theTurk- 
ifh horfe, whopurfuedhim clofe, arrived, and took 
away his life. Thus ended the Perfian monarchy j 
and the Tews, who had been long under its domi- 
nion, came under that of the Saracens and Omar, 
who pulhed on his conquefts, On the one hand, to 
the river Oxus, and on the other to Egypt, where 
be made himfelf mafter of Alexandria. Mahomet 
had educated him ; fo that two parties appealing 
from his judgment to that of Omar, when he had 
heard them, he fetched his fabre, and ftruck off 
the head of him that had refufed to ftand by Ma- 
homet's decifion. He took the title of Comman- 



Moavia headed this revolt, fefolvingto revenge 
the death of Othman, his benefactor and relation. 
This prince prided himfelf in his humanity and cle- 
mency. ".The one is brave, and the other cou- 
rageous, (faid he, fpeakingof his enemies j) but for 
my own part, I am content to be considered among 
the Muflulmen as a merciful and gentle prince-" It 
was he that firft made a gallery, or a feparate place, 
in the mofque, for the caliph, who was at once the 
pontiff and fovereign. It was from thence he re- MoaWa 
pcated the office of the Muflulmen, and made them reigntae 
a fort of homily, as the bifliop and Curate do in the Damafcuf * 
church of Rome. This prince wasmafter of Syria, 
and made Damafeus his capital : he pufhed his con- 
quefts as far as Conftantinople, and befieged it fo 
long, as to fow arid reap in the neighbouring fields. 

Moavia was a formidable enemy for Aly, who, 
hotwithftanding, marched againft him, and arrived 
in a little time upon the frontiers of Syria. Water 
falling him, he afked for fome of a Chriftian her- 
mit, who had his cell near the camp. The hermit 
had only three hogfheads of water in his ciftern, 
but told Aly, there was a well in the neighbour- 
hood, (hut up with a huge ftone, where he might 
plentifully fupply himfelf. Aly difcovered the well, 
and caufed it eafily to be uncovered ; and having 
procured a fufticient refrefiiment, returned thanks 
to God, and continued his march againft Moavia. 

The armies wefe quickly in fight; but not ven- 
turing to give adecifive battle, fought in little par- Many tur- 
tles : they reckoned ninety of thefe fkirmifhes in an JJJ ihei Jj"" 
hundred days. Moavia loft forty-five thoufand an&uosJ 



tier of the Faithful, and obferved fuch great humi- men, but Aly infinitely lefs. The former perceiv- 
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lityin themidftof all his glory, that the governor 
of Sufiana going to wait upon him in a temple, he 
found him afleep upon the fteps among the poor: 
and it was only to do an honour to his nation before 
this ftranger, that he went and fat in the pulpit of 
the mofque, which ferved him for a throne. Re- 
nouncing the ties of nature, and the endearments 
of blood, he declared the caliphfhip fhould be 
ele &ive, and that his fon fliould not have a place in 
the council, unlefs he was found worthy to reign. 
He was killed by a flave as he was at prayer. 

After his death the fix electors met to nominate 
a caliph. One of them renounced the election of 
himfelf, upon condition he might chufe the caliph 
alone. The thing was agreed to, and he made 
choice of Othman, in preference to Aly, the fon-in- 
law of Mahomet) and who was the molt eminent 
for that dignity. He entirely fubdued Chorazan, 
and many provinces of the eaft ; and pufhed his 
conquefts as far as Andalous, that is, Andalufia, in 
Spain. In the meantime Aly, who always looked 
upon him with a jealous eye, raifed fome Arabians 
againft him. They befieged himin his caftle of Me- 
dina, where water failing after a three months fiege, 
he came out to the rebels with the Alcoran in his 
hand, and protefted he would have no other judge 
than that book, which was to be the rule of their 
condudt. This did not ftop the mutineers: they 
ftabbed him in many places, and put an end to his 
exiftence. 

Aly was elected in his room ; and though his 
paffion for the caliphfhip was violent enough to 
make him kill his brother-in-law, yet he wanted 
to be entreated to accept this dignity. 

Aifchah, Mahomet's widow, rebelled againft her 
fon-in-law ; and as (he had great intereft with the 
Muflulmen, already provoked by the confpiracy 
againft Othman, fhe was at no trouble to form a 
numerous army. The battle was fought near Baf- 
fora. Aly got the victory, and took Aifchah, after 
a great deal of blood was fhed about the camel fhe 
rode upon ; becaufe brave men had furrounded this 
woman, and loft their lives in her defence ; and for 
that rcafon it was called the Battle of Camel. He 
refpe&fully lent back his mother-in-law to Mecca j 



ing himfelf too much weakened, faftened many 
copies of the Alcoran at the end of lances, and 
caufing them to be carried at the head of the army, 
cried, this was the book that was to decide all dif- 
ferences, and that it was not lawful, without rea- 
foh, to fhed Muflulmens blood. Aly was fenfiblc 
of the artifice ; but his troops being ftruck with an 
inftindt of devotion for that book, demanded that 
arbiters fhould bechofento terminate the differen- 
ces betwixt Moavia and Aly. 

Aly's umpire was nominated by his generals, 
who chofe a man of great devotion and integrity. 
Moavia's arbitrator was a man of art. They, agreed 
to depofe the two pretenders, and to ele£fc a caliph, 
who fhould rule over all the countries which the 
Muflulmen had conquered. Aly's arbitrator fpoke 
firft, and cried, he depofed Aly and Moavia, as he 
took the ring from his finger. Moavia's arbitrator 
approved Aly's depofition, and confirmed Moavia 
in the caliphfhip, with which he inverted him in the 
fame manner, by putting his ring upon his finger. 
It was in vain to appeal to upright dealing and the 
agreement, which the laft umpire openly violated. 
They curfed and excommunicated one another. In 
the mean time Aly, who faithfully obferved the fu£- 
penfion of arms, had the mortification to fee a 
great part of his army rebel againft him; becaufe he 
had acknowledged another judge betwixt him and 
Moavia. He beat the mutineers, and marched a 
fecond time againft Moavia, with different fuccefs. 
Here he loft Abdalla, one of his belt generals : he 
had alio the misfortune to hear that his own bro- 
ther had defertedhim, and fided with his enemies. 
At laft three refolute men, enraged to fee fo much 
bloodfhed, refolved to flay the heads of a faction 
who caufed fo great a divifion between the Muflul- 
men. Aly was killed in the mofque by one of thefe 
aflaffians, and Moavia was only wounded. Haflan, 
Aly's fon, was forced to yield the caliphfhip to 
Moavia, who remained mafter of Syria and Egypt. 
He was the chief founder of the race of the Om- 
miades, which was always an enemy to that of 
Aly. 

Jefid, his fon and fucceflbr, was cruel and impi- 
ous ; and therefore the Perfians never fpeak of him 
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without execration. However, lie was acknow- 
ledged caliph in Pcrlia, and in all tlic lands of the 
Muiiehitcn, ecccpt Mecca, Medina, and fome ci- 
ties of Chaldea. 

Moaviall. fucccedcd his Father ; but he was of 
fo weak a conftitution, that he voluntarily refigned 
the caliphfhip three months after he had excepted 
it, and went and fnut himfelf up in a chamber, 
which he feldom or never came out of. Being \vi- 
fer, or more refigned, than Charles V, he never re- 
pented his abdication, and lived happily in his re- 
treat : but the people regretted the lofs of him, and 
caufed the man tobe buried alive who advifed him to 
quit his dignity. He was fo fcrupulous as not to 
charge his conference with the choice of a fuccef- 
for, becaufe he did not know any one fufficiently 
accomplifhed to fuftain fo heavy a burden. His 
motto upon his feal was, " The World is nothing 
but a Cheat." 
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of the Arabians againft him. 



Mar van was eleded, upon condition, This his 
children fliould not fucceed him, and that the ca- 
liphfliip Ihould return to the houfe of Moavia. 
Marvan at firft defigned to execute his promife ; 
but having humbled all his enemies, he defpifed 
Khaled, who was to fucceed him, and called him 
baftard. This young prince's mother, whom Mar* 
van had married, could not bear this infuit, but 
revenged her foil, by ftranglingher hufband. . 

■ 

We have related the great revolution by which 
the Pcrlian monarchy fell ; and the difperfed tribes 
came under the empire of the Muflelmen, who 
became matters of the eaft. Let us now fee what 
fhare they had in thefe events. 

Their hiftorians aflert, that Ifdigerdes, king of 

Pcrfia, perfecuted them fome time before the war 

Their fynagogues 
were given to the Magi their academies fliut up ; 
and the perfecution caufed the fallof many perfons. 
No wonder then that they rejoiced upon the change 
of their matter. It is an inclination rooted in the 
heart of the opprefTed, to defire, and rejoice at, the 
humbling of their pcrfecutor. They imagine that 
God, a juft protestor of the innocent, puniflies the 
oppreffor, and makes him fenlible of the iniquity. 
The Jews puffed this judgment upon Ifdigerdes 
and the Periians, who had given them fuch hard 
treatment. 

They arc accufed not only of rejoicing at the con- 
qncfts of the Muflelmen, who deftroyed abundance 
of churches, and did great mifchief to the Chrif- 
rians, but of nilbciating with them, of taking their 
mark, and encouragingthem tocarry theirarmsin- 
to the empire . But theirjoy muft have often been in- 
terrupted by their own misfortunes ; forthehavock 
which the conquerors made in Perfia, and Syria 
limit have given them difturbance. Befides, it was 
notneceflary that they fliould provoke the Saracens 
to war, who were fufficiently inclined to it ; and 
from the moment they had tafted the pleafure of 
wealth, by plundering fome provinces, they forgot 
their antient poverty, and thought of nothing but 
enriching themfelves with the fpoils of their neigh- 
bours. We ought therefore to found the motives 
of the war, and the invafion of fomany kingdoms, 
on the avarice of the Arabians, and the ambition of 
their leaders, which was never fatiated. 

The Jews highly extol the humanity of the Ara- 
ttbcrality bians, who condemned the violence offered to con- 
dour of"hc fcience, and reftored them to the free pofleffion of 
Arabian, their religion. They lived peaceably under the 

fir It caliphs, and their academies were open. Chana 
taught at Puudebita, under Omar. Mar. Rabba 
fucceeded him; whilft Chenina Surfasus, thefon of 
Calipta, reigned at Sora. 

Omar fumciimes favoured the Jews : for a Muf- 
fuhnan having gained his caufe by Mahomet's de- 
cifion, and the procefs being brought before him to 
be rcvifed, he took his fabre, and cut offtheobfti- 
nate Mulled man's head, to avenge the Jew of his 
adverfary's cavils. After he was caliph, a Jew 
complaining to him of a governor of a province, 
to whom he had delivered fome goods which he did 
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not pay for, Omar called for ink, and thefe being 
none in the place, he took a brick from the wall of 
Medina, which he was building, and drew upon it 
thefe words : " Put an end to the complaints that 
are brought againft you, or leave your govern- 
ment. " The Jew carrying the brick, wasprefently 
paid the money. This fliews what accefs this na- 
tion had to the caliph, and this prince's love of 
juftice; Butyet, if he had equity for private per- 
fons, he was very injurious to the nation ; for that 
part which continued in Arabia after Mahomet's 
conqueftshe totally expelled. 

The. Jewifli nation, inftead of fuffcring under 
Jefid, and his firft fucceflbrs, enjoyed afullandabr 
folute peace. Its prince of the captivity reigned 
with almoft as great an authority as if he had been 
king. The academies had been almoft abandoned 
during the revolution. So great was the defertion 
of fcholars and mafters, that they were forced at 
Sora to make a weaver profeflbr, becaufe he had 
ftudied the law. But then they began to relifli the 
fciences again. The profeffion of phyfic, which is 
always profitable, relumed its former luftre. A 
prieft of Alexandria, named Aaron, was at once a 
phyfician and teacher : he had publifhed a book*, 
intitled, " The Pandedls ; or, the Treafure of Re- 
medies." The Jew, MeflTergieuf, who was at the 
caliph's court, then tranflated it into Arabic. 

* ■ 
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!, Mali now turn our attention to tlie Jews in f 
the weft, under the Roman emperors at Con- ed>a<*- 
ltantinople, Africa, Italy, Spain, and France, dnr-Cj* 
ing the fifctb and fe vemth centuries, which we think 
expedient to join together, to avoid breaking the 
chain of their hiftory.. 

The firft caufe of complaint which, the emperor 
Juftinian gave them, was his edict, which forbad 
them to celebrate their paflaver according to their 
own calculation, and, enjoined them to keep it at the 
lame time with the Chriftians. This was no more 
than what we are told he did to the latter, whom he 
obliged to follow his new calculation, which caufed 
nolefs confufionamongft them ; but the Jews, ever 
tenacious of their old cuftoms, refented it at a 
higherrate. 

They were foon after cxpofed to a more fevcre* 
edidk, by which that emperor deprived them of fe- 
veral privileges, particularly of making wills, and 
bequeathing legacies. 

* 

He likewife deprived thofe of Africa of the pub- xhifya* 
lie exercife of their religion, at the requeft of the figg^ 
council of Carthage, and fent orders to the prefect eiiangd 
of the practorium to turn all their fynagogues iwio 
churches,and to reftrain them from performingany 
religious d uties in caverns . 

9 

This law was executed chiefly at Borium, a city of u <mb 
Africa, fituate at the foot of the mountains which A | ric j^ 
bounded Pentapolis on the vveftcrn-fitle. The fitua- fh«V' 
tion of this city was ftrong, becaufe a chain of 
mountains fhut up its entrance, and left but a very 
narrow paflage to come in at. The Jews had made 
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It a retreat in Juftiiiian's tJnic. Here they lived tlie 
more peaceably, becaufc the emperor demanded no 
taxes of them, and no imperial collector was ever 
fecn there. They had a ftatcly temple, the founda- 
tion whereof they referred to Solomon's time. We 
are to conclude from this, that they had been a long 
time fettled in this place, and that they were rich, 
notwithftanding the neighbourhood of the Moors* 
Juftinian undertook the converfion of the inhabi- 
tants of this city, as well as of that of Aigula, where 
heathenifm (till remained, and where they facrifi- 
ced to idols, in temples confecrated to Alexander 
the Great, and Jupiter Ammon. He fucceeded in 
his defign ; for the Jews as well as heathens embra- 
ced Cbriftianity. The fynagogue, or temple of 
Solomon, became a church : and Juftinian caufed 
the city to be walled in, to make it more fafe. 

Thefe edicts, which were, by the Jews, looked 
upon as a kind of perfecution, failed not, as ufual, 
to produce a more than ordinary difcontent, which, 
by degrees, ripened into a revolt, as foonas a pro- 
per opportunity offered. 

The firft was caufed by an impoftor, named Ju- 
lian. He appeared inPaleftine, and deluded the 
people of that country. As he took the title of 
Conqueror, the eafier to furprize his nation, he 
caufed all his credulous followers to arm them- 

felves. The feditious falling unexpectedly upon the 
Chriftians, who fancied they had nothing to fear 
from a nation fo often humbled, made great daugh- 
ter of them : but Juftinian's troops rah to the relief 
of the oppreffed : they foon found they were led by 
a mifguided zeal. Their leader was taken, and 
punifhed with death, which terminated the revolt. 

There wasafecond difturbance,twenty-fiveyearsj 
after, atCefarea. The Samarians and Jews, though 
mortal enemies to each other, united againft the 
Chriftians of this city. They demolifhed the church- 
es, murdered many people, and affaflinated the go- 
vernor in his palace. His wife efcaping the dan- 
ger, carried her complaints to Juftinian^ who fent 
fpeedy orders to Adamantius to bring the caufe be- 
fore him. Informations being laid, and the Jews 
charged with all the odium and cruelty of this vio- 
lence, Adamantius confifcated the eftates of the 
rich, put to flight great numbers of the mutineers 
who had afhare in the action, and took off the heads 
of others. The execution was performed with fuch 
feverity, that it made all the Jews of that country 
tremble, and prevented, for a time, their taking up 
arms againft the Chriftians. 

In Italy the Jews declared loudly againft Jufti- 
nian and Belifarius, who befieged Naples. This 
famous general had recovered Africa to the em- 
peror's obedience ; vanquifhed the Vandals ; and, 
ixpioitjor i n the triumph decreed him for it at Conftantinople, 
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rafale m, which Titus had brought to Rome, and 



Wijwmt brought out the facred veffels of the temple of Je- 

Ae Roman r 
fitural. 

Gizerichad carried away when he plundered that 
great city. This fpe&acle, which revived the re- 
membrance of the taking of Jerufalem, and the 
ruin of its temple, muft have difturbed the Jews of 
Conftantinople. Upon this fight, one of them ex- 
claimed, "that thefe precious veffels ought not to 
be brought to Conftantinople, nor placed in the 
emperor's palace. Theyscannot (faidhe) be pre- 
fer ved in any other place than that where Solomon 
confecrated them ; and this is the reafon that Gize- 
ric has taken Rome, and the Romans have con- 
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quered Gizeric." 

Belifarius, having conquered the Vandals in Af- 
rica, paHed over into Italy to fight the Goths, who 
were mafters of the principal places, and firft at- 
tacked Naples. 

There were two factions in this great city, one 
for the emperor, and the other for the Goths, whom 
the Jews, who w r ere numerous and confiderable 
there, favoured. The imperialifts, to free them- 
felves from the inconvenience of a fiege, had re- 
prefented to Belifarius, that it was more advantage- 
ous to lay fiege to R ome ; becaufe, if he took that 
capital, Naples, which continued in fubjecYion to 



the barbarians but by force, would naturally return 
to its obedience : but he rcjc&cd this proportion, 
and only made them great promifes if they would 
capitulate. Articles of capitulation were already 
drawn up, and accepted by Belifarius, who granted 
all their demands, when the friends of the Goths pa- 
thetically addrefled the inhabitants, and fupportcd 
their arguments by the prcfence of the Jewifh mer- 
chants, who were there, to affure the people, that 
they fhould neither want provifions or ammunition Na lej ^ 
during the fiege. The citizens, encouraged by this fi^d and 
affiirance, took heart, and defended the place for tak * n# 
twenty days with the great eft vigour. . Belifarius 
loft many good officers and foldiers in the different 
affaults in which he Was repulfed. The Jews de- 
fended that part towards the fea ; and as they were 
perfiiaded they fhould have no quarter, fince thev 
were the principal caufe of the refiftance that was 
made, they fought like defperatc men; . The city 
was already taken on another fide, whilft they ftill 
fuftained the enemy's affault in their entrenchments: 
but at day-light they were fprced in them. Belifa- 
rius exhorted his army to clemency ; but whether 
he fpoke but faintly, or that the /oldiers, bent on 
murder and plunder, were deaf to the general's ad- 
vice, they refpeifted neither age, fex, or religion, 
and without diftinclion of perfons, made a great 
(laughter. This dreadful feverity quelled them for 
a time; and we hear of neither revolt or perfecu- 
tion during the two fubfequent reigns. 

Though the reign of Mauritius was difturbed 
with the wars of the Avari, who came from the Da- 
nube, and made frequent incurfions into Thracia, 
yet the Jews remained quiet there. This prince's 
avarice, perhaps, contributed to it ; for it was eafy 
to purchafe their liberty and peace of him. Befides, 
the Avari were fo remote fromjudasa and Syria, 
that they could not flatter themfelves with draw- 
ing any hopes of afliftance from thence ; and per- 
haps their motions were but little known. But 
Phocas afcending the throne, by affaflinating his 
matter arid his children, it was apprehended this 
revolution might caufe many alterations. 

* 

Thofe of Syria, finding themfelves powerful at 
Antioch, laid hold on the opportunity, and armed 
againft the Chriftians. The fedition was general, CrueitW 
and they fought refolutely on both fides ; but the nlnuotk 
Jews, being the ftrongeft, killed many, and burnt ° 
others in their houfes, which they had fet on fire. 
The bifhopAnaftus was treated in a barbarous man- 
ner, for tbey dragged him along the ftreets, and, 
after expofinghimin the mod ignominious manner, 
threw him into the fire, and burnt him. They were 
at length, with great difficulty, fuppreffed by Count 
Bonofus, whom Phocas fent with a fufficient force 
againft them. Thofe that came off eafieft were 
banifhed, and fent away mangled and maimed. 

The Jews were as numerous and formidable in The Jews 
the ifle of Cyprus, where they had found means to ffcyjSw. 
eftablifii themfelves, notwithftanding the refolu- 
tion that had been taken in Adrian's reign, of not 
fufferingfomuch as travellers of that religion there. 
It was about four years after the maffacre at Anti- 
och, that the good Cyprian bifhopLeontius, fearing 
perhaps the fame fate from them, refolved, if pofli- 
ble, to convert them to Chriftianity $ and fucceed- 
ed fo well in it, if we may depend upon his apology 

as genuine, that the far greater part of them were 
baptized. 

Gregory the Great lived at that time : this pontiff 
was perfuaded that the Jews ought to be cultiva- 
ted, inftead of hated, becaufe they were one day 
to be recalled. Their general converfion was the 
vehement object of hisdelires: he profecutcd the 
means, and wrote to his receiver in Sicily, to abate 
his farmers, who turned Chriftians, the third of the 
revenues they were indebted to him. cc They muft 
4< (faid he) be called to the unity of the faith, by 
ct mild perfuafion, and charitable advice. Violence 
" is likely to difguft thofe whom gentlencfs and 
4C charity allure. Menaces and terror flop thofe 
" whom the idea of God's juftice, often repeated, 
" has fhaken. The true method to convert them 
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" is not to make ihcin fear us, by currying fevcrity 
<l to excefs, but to oblige people to tome and bear 
u the word of God/' 

He imagined it lawful to employ money, without 
believing tbefe prcfents could infufc faith ; for, laid 



he, if we convert not the fathers, wc may win the 
children. The Jews have pruifed this pontiff, in 
their annals, for his lenity and indulgence to them ; 
and they had rcafon ; for the abbefs of St. Stephen 
de Gergenti, in Sicily? dcliring to fignalize her zeal 
to the pope, gave him notice, that a great number 
of Sicilian Jews defircd to he converted. But he 
would not be dazzled with a notio.p of in'creafing 
the church. He ordered the abbefs not to be too 
hafty, but to wait till thofe catechumens were well 
inftru&ed, before fhe differed them to receive bap- 
tifm. 

He had the equity to condemn the extravagant 
zeal of a new convert of Cagliari. A Jew, who 
had received baptifm the day before, thinking to 
diftinguilh himfelf in his new religion, put himfelf 
at the head of a company of y ou ng people, and went 
to the fynagogue on Eafter-day, and letup a crofs 
there. The chief ofiiccrs, military and civil, 
inftead of approving this violence, certified a gain (I 
the Jew. The bi'hop himfelf, whom he had con- 
fulted, denied his confent, and condemned the ac- 



tion. Gregory the Great, dcliring to coincide with 
this prelate in his equitable notions, praifed him for 
not confounding the evil with the good, and advi- 
fed him to pafs cendire upon the new convert, 
without hearkening to the excufes he might make, 
by laying the fault upon his zeal, and love for re- 
ligion. He required that the crofs fliould be remo- 
ved, and the fynagogue left to the Jews; fincc, 
though the law forbids them to build new ones, it 
appoints that they fhould be left the enjoyment of 
thofe they had already. With the fame fpirit he 
condemned thebifliop of Terracina, who had taken 
away a fynagogue in his diocefe, which the laws bad 
eftablifhed ; and had driven the Jews from another 
place where they had retired for their devotion. 

This pontiff not only revived the old edicts ifTtied 
againfl: their having Chriftian flaves, which had 
been long fince thamefully neglected, but ordained 
that all the Jewifli Jomeftics who fliould take re- 



come free. 



baptized 



change of The condition of the Jews altered much for the 

aft^irsun? wor ^ e as foon as the emperor Heraclius had con- 
dcr Hera- eluded a peace with Perfia, by which fome relics, 
d,n,# formerly taken by them, had been reftored to him, 

and fent to Jerufalem. It plainly appears, from his 
own words, that he hated the Jewifh nation becaufe 
they were enemies to the Chriftian religion : but 
what gave him the firft handle againfl: them was his 
meeting with one at Tiberias, named Benjamin, a 
man fo wealthy as to have alone furnifhed his army 
and court with provilions, and fo elated on that ac- 
count, that he harafled the Chriftians with trouble- 
fome law-fuits, and malicious profecutions# Ben- 
jamin, fearing his refentment, found no better ex- 
pedient to avoid it than turning Chriftian. But 
this circumftance did not lefTen the emperor's aver- 
fhem"vo h m Son to the nation, whom he caufed foon after to 
fcrufakm. be banifhed out of Jerufalem, with a fevere prohi- 
bition againfl: thofe who Ihould, from that time, 
approacn within three miles of the citv. 



Ilidorus, bifliop of Scvil, who was one of Sifibut'a 
admirers in other refpects, has yet condemned this 
princes zeal, which was without knowledge ; and, 
inftcad of imprefling faith in the hearts of the peo- 
ple, commanded it. Being afterwards at the head 
of the fourth council of Toledo, he caufed a very fo- 
lemn decree tobe made concerningit. This council 
was aflembled by order of Sifimand, who had de- 
throned Scuintilla, the fon of Sifibut, and perceiv- 
ing the peoples' minds divided, becaufe his compe- 
titor was ftill alive, made ufe of religious means to 
unite them. He convened the prelates of the king- 
dom to Toledo, proftrated himfelf before them, 
and, in profound humiliation, defired a reformation 
of difcipline. The council furthered the defigns of 
the new king, by giving inftrudtions to the Goths 
to unite under the fame prince for the defence of 
the nation, and pronouncing anathemas on thofe 
who fhould violate the oath of fidelity they had 
taken to the ufurper. The council declared, that 
neither Scuintilla, who had abdicated the crown, 
.nor his wife P nor children, nor Gelanus, his brother, 
who had pretended to take Sifimand's part, and 
had deceived him, fhould ever be admitted to the 
benefit of the church. They went alfo upon the 
correction of feveral abufes, and made regulations 
about the ftate of the Jews. It condemned the vio- Decreed 
len.ee that had been clone them by Sifibut's order, 
declaring, that nobody ought to be forced to be- 
lieve ; that we can only fave thofe that defire it j 
that, as the firft man ruined himfelf wilfully, by cre- 
diting fallacious promifes, man cannot be faved but 
by a free converfion of his mind ; and that he ought 
to be perfuaded, and not driven, to the faith. 

■ 

Chintila, who fucceeded Sifimand, and was per- Anew 
haps his brother, thought alfo he ought to bring C0DD * 
the churchmen into his intereft. To this effect he 
called the fifth councilof Toledo, which made many 
decrees in his favour. But to render his laws more 
authentic, he caufed them tobe confirmed by ano- 
ther council, afTembled the fame year, in the fame 
place. This council did three things againfl the N<W(tei 
Jews. I. It recommended its king, who. was in- 
flamed with a perfecuting zeal. a. It folcmnly |* W D ,, 1 
ratified the law that this prince had made to banifh 
all the Jews out of his kingdom. Laftly, it de- 
• creed, tliat no king, for the future, fhould afcend 
the throne till he had taken an oath never to violate 
this law ; and anathematized him if he broke it. 
It is probable this variation of the two councils 
was caufed by the death of lfidorusof Sevil. This 
prudent and moderate man, whofe fentiments were 
known, prefided in the fourth council of Toledo, 
but be died before the fixth ; hence arofe the in- 
conftancy of the prelates, who, having loft their 
truly Chriftian prefident, fwerved from modera- 
tion to violence. 

Recefuiuthus afterwards called feveral councils 
at Toledo, where he offered them a plan of what 
ought to be the fubject of their deliberations. He 
propofed that they fliould debate about the election 
of kings, in which the clergy had great fhare given 
them. The Jews were not forgotten, who, after 
their converfion in former reigns, continued to Ju- 
daize. The king was weary of this diffimulation, 
and would have it remedied. However, it feems Artfukoft . 
that this motion of the king, and the decrees of the du&oittt 
council,produced a falufcary effect: for the principals Jcw,# 
of the nation met, and wrojte to the king., in the 
name of thofe of Toledo, and of all Spain, who 



The prediction of fome foothfayers, whom he had ]| were in the fame circumftances, protefting to him, 

that, though they had hitherto dUTcmbled, being 



confulted, gave him greater provocation againfl: 
the Jews. This rcftlefs prince queftioned them a- 
bout the fate of the empire, which was in violent 
convulfions ; and they anfwered him, " It fhould 
be ruined by a circumcifed nation." Ashefaw the 
Jews numerous, he gave credit to the foothfayers, 



jure their religion. 



J 



neither perfect Chriftians or perfect Jews, they were 
refolved to change their conduct, and lincerely em- 
brace the Chriftian religion.. They a fibred this 
prince, that they would no longer have any com- 
merce with thofe of their natipn who were unbap- 
tized ; that they would not intermarry with them, 
or obfervc the fabbath or circumcifion. Thev 



-vr * 4. *i :„ *i ♦ i t • II promifed to ftone or burn him who fhould violate 

Not content with this, the emperor carried his J*:..™™-™* . zc^*,- mm1A _:„.,n if 



zeal againfl: them into the neighbouring kingdoms, 
and particularly to S3fibut,kingof Spain, who made 



this engagement ; and if the king would gracioufly 
grant '* * * * ' " 



m, i aua,u^uo„ 1 u« ljA u^o|Mn !j wui D aae hisflaves,andthattheirgoodsfliouldbeconfifcated. 
great numbers pruoners ; and, to avoid the moft II 6 



cruel torments, many abandoned their religion. 



But their practices foon appeared totally oppolite 



goo* 
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to their profcflions ; for they not only cfpoufcd the 
c;i ufe of J udaifm, but publicly attacked Chriftianity, 
infomuch that Krvigius was obliged to order Julian, 
then archbifhop of Toledo, to write againft them, 
which he accordingly did, with great force and fuc- 
cefs, in a learned treatife which he publifhcd a lit- 
tle before the clofe of the feventh century. 

t m 

Egica complained of a cbnfpiracy the Jews, and 
their difperfed brethren in Africa, had made againft 
his government. This prince reprefented to the 
council afTembled at Toledo, that the mifchief was 
fpread into all the provinces of the kingdom : that 
it had not parted the Alps, nor come into France ; 
but that it was neverthelefs worthy of confidera- 
tion ; and that it could not be difle rubied or toler- 
ated ; and therefore demanded not only the coun- 
Rdbiacioni c j]> s advice but affiftance. Upon deliberation, it 
J^cW was refolved, that all the Jews fhould be degraded 
ToWoa- 0 f their privileges, declared flaves for ever, that 
{£l their eftates fhould be confifeated, and their chil- 
dren educated by Chriftiaris* 

France changing its matter, the Romans being 
expelled, and the Vifigoths depreffed, the Jews laid 
hold of this revolution to make their way into fe- 
veral places they had not entered before. N Ajt leaft 
we find, after Ciovis, the kings and councils of this 
kingdom made many regulations relating to their 
conduct and liberty. They muft have been fettled 
at Paris, and the adjacent parts ; fince Childebert, 
E&ipob- to whom this kingdom fell by lot, published an ordi- 
W nance, forbidding them to appear in the ftreets from 
£. Maunday Thurfday till Eafter Sunday : becaufe he 
feared that the peonle's devotion might caufe fome I 
infurredtion againft: them; or that they might take 
advantage of that conjuncture, when the churches 
were full and the ftreets empty, to execute fome 
villainous defign. The council of Orleans, held in 
the year 540, made fiich another ordinance ; which 
fliews that they were difperfed throughout the 
kingdom. 

They were ftill more numerous arid potent in the 
diocefe of Uzes, fince Ferreol, the bifhop of itj fell 
under the king's difpleafure, and was banifhed on 
their account. He thought that he might convert 
them by living familiarly with them. This fami- 
liarity rendered him fufpedted : it was imagined he 
engaged in their in t ere fts, and probably in their opi- 
nions. He was obliged to quit his bifhopric, and 
go to Paris, to juftify himfelf to Childebert, where 
_ _ he continued many years in exile. But the king be- 
aenwar, ing convinced of his innocence, and havingreftored 
** him to his bifhopric, he fell into another extreme, 
and expelled all the Jews from his diocefe. 

Avitus, bifhop of Clermont, went alfo to convert 



fercol, 

fckp of 



A v if in 
treat* 
tfiem with 
fc verity « 



the Jews of Auvcrgnc ; but the means he employed 
were not always lawful : on the other hand, the in- 
credulous fell into criminal violence : for a new 
convert entering the city with his w hite habit, upon 
his receiving baptifm, a man of his nation, enraged 
to fee him in that drefs, threw upon him a pot of 
naufeous oil. The people rioting upon that info- 
lence, were going to tear him in pieces, if Avitus 
had not oppofed it : but their revenge was only re- 
tarded; for, oit Afcenfion-day, Chriftians* of the 
Clermont mutinying, quitted theproceffion to pull 
down the fynagogue. Avitus took occafion to 
write to the Jews, that he did riot applrove the vio- 
lence; but that, asafhepherd, who was to take care 
of his flock, and feek the ftraggling fheep, he ex- 
horted them to believe as he did, or leave the city. 
The threats of the bifhop,' and the fury of the peo- 
ple, had the effect. The fear of a cruel death en- 
lightened the Jews 5 airid on the third day a part 
of the people ferit their confeffion Of faith to the 
bifhop, defiring to'be baptized, whicli was perform- 
ed on Whit-Sunday. Thofe wholiad refolution to 
perfevere, were banifhed the city,* and obliged to 
return to Marfeilles, from whence they came: 

St. Germain, bifhop of Paris, wtes very zealous for zeal of 
their con verfion ; arid the hiftorians of thofe times ^Jhci" 
relate fome inftances of his zeal, accompanied with conver- 
very ftrange circumftances. fion * 

King Chiiperic, who found them rich and confi- 
derable in his kingdom of SoifTons and Paris, alfo 
undertook their cOnverflon. Being an abandoned 
prince, he made it a point to force the Jews, and 
prefent them to the font. But this cuftom was 
prophaned by thefe new converts. No great ad- 
vantage was derived from thefe defignsof Chiipe- 
ric ; indeed, he was actuated by a motive that could 
not fucceed. 



Lunelbecame afterwards one of the moft famous Lnnei an 
academies of the Jews in the weft. The youth came ^rhe* 
to ftudy there from the remoteft countries, arid jewt. 
found not only doctors that inftrucSted them, but 
an exemplary charity. Benjamin of Tudela affirms, 
that the doctors maintained their fcholars, and fup- 
plied them with cloaths, all the time during their 
ftay in the academy. 

After the perfecution of the Jews in France great 
numbers fled for protection to other countries, 
where, at the inftigation of the Gallic princes, they 
were moft cruelly perfecuted. Some were put to 
death, and others confined in prifons ; while great, 
numbers had their heads and beards lhaved, and 
were treated with other marks of infamy, no lefs 
obnoxious to the Jews, than degrading to their 
perfecutors; 
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CHAP. I. 

The King of Cozar 9 s converfion to Judaifm. The oc ca- 
ftan and manner of it. ChafdaVs pains to find out 
the kingdom of Cozar. His letter to king Jofeph. 
Import of the anfwer. 

HE eighth century is chiefly celebrated 
for the converfion of Cozar, king of an 
heathen nation, and is one of the moll: 
confiderable events of the Jewifh hiftory. 
Cozar was a ferious, thoughtful prince, who, after 
examining all religions, and holding conferences' 
with Philofophers, ChrifHans, Mahometans, and 
Jews, determined in favour of that of Mofes. 

His converfion was effected by the obfervations 
f and reafonings of a famous rabbi, named Sangari, 
who explained feveral learned matters to him much 
to his tatisf a&ion . The king, however, fearful of 
alarming his idolatrous fubje<ffcs, and thereby infti- 
gating them to a revolt, communicated the fecret 
only to the general of his army, and departing pri- 
vately with him, they arrived at a certain moun- 
tainous defert near the fca, where the night fur- 
prizing, and obliging them to enter a cave, they 
found there the Jews keeping their fabbath. The 
prince and general, overjoyed at this adventure, i 



made their abjuration to thefe Jews, and being cir- 
cumcifed, refumed their way back to the capital* 
In the mean time, the noife of the king's converfion 
being fpread abroad, thofe who had hitherto dif- 
fembled their Judaifm, openly profefled it, and con- 
verted the Cozareans. Rabbins and doctors were 
fent for from feveral places to inftruft the new con- 
verts, and convert the reft: ; io that above an hun- 
dred thoufand embraced this religion. A taber- 
nacle was built after the model of that which Mofes 
fet up in the wildernefs. The original Jews were 
exceedingly honoured ; and the king himfelf re* 
folved to nave a preceptor of that nation, to remove 
his remaining doubts, and to open to him all the 
precepts of the law. He had moft inclination for 
the Caraites, who are fcrupuloufly addicted to the 
law, and more zealous than the traditionifts ; but 
he yielding to the reafons of Sangari, who was a 
Thalmudift. The king grew happy and potent : 
he triumphed over his enemies, and made new con- 
quelis, which rendered him ftrong and formidable 
to his neighbours* 

Judaifm mull: have continued long in this king-" 
dom, iince, more than two hundred and fifty years 
after, king Jofeph gave an account of his faith to a 
Spanifh rabbi, who defired to be informed of his 
ftate, and method of governing his people* The 
doctor's name was Chafdai, who, according to the 
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ntofl authentic accounts that can be produced) 
lived in the tenth century. 

C l*rjai Chafdai wets treafurer-general to Abderanus* and 
^olout aac ' & great an authority at this prince's court, that 
"eking- nothing was done without his advice, Heconfcffcs 
^ DofCo *he had often heard mention of the kingdom of Co- 
zar, without being able to difcover it, till the.am- 
bafladors from Conftantinople informed him, that 
merchants frequently came from this country, 
whofe commodities were (kins, and who told him 
that the rej&ning*. king's name was Jofcph. He fe- 
folved to write to this prince, and beat the charge 
offending an exprefs with his letter. He took the 
opportunity of the ambiifladors return to Conftan- 
tinople to conduA him fo far. The envoy refilled 
there for fifc months, after which he was obliged to 
return the lame way he came, upon information 
that the roads to Cozar were impaflable* Ghafclai, 
much chagrined atthisdifappointment, defigned to 
fend his letter to jerufalem, that it might be car- 
ried to Nifibe, thence to Armenia, and from Atone- 
nia to the country of Baradas, and the kingdom of 
Cozar. But two ambalTadors of the king of Gablim 
arriving at Cordua, undertook to make a more cer- 
tain and fpcedy expedition. : Re was.alfo informed* 
that there was an old blind man in Spain, who had 
been a favourite of the king of Cozar ; but, upon 
fearch after him, he was not to be found, which 
obliged him to commit his letter to the Gablirrl 

ambafiadors, who caufed it to be delivered to king 
Jofeph. • 



He was defired to give a defcription of his king- 
dom, the number of his provinces and cities, what 
people he made war upon ; whether there were ariy 
adjacent ides, whether any of thefe iflanders turned 
Jews, and the names of the kings his predeceffors. 
He was afked too, whether war efcpelled the fab- 
bath ? i . e. Whether it was allowed to defend them* 
felves, and attack the endmy on thefabbatb-day. 



• * 



That prince, at hisrequeft, gave him an account 

of his kingdom, government, 2nd religion, which, 
if genuine, would prove, at leaft, that the Jewiflh 
.religion wis not/only eftablifli^d in that kingdom 
under one of his predeCeffbrs, \Vhbmhenamed Bula, 
but likewife prove that it ftitt continued to flourifli 
in his dominions ; though there is very little in the 
defcription of them, of their fitUation, limits, cli- 
mate, cities, rivers, and products, that camdireft a 
reader where to find them ; fo that wq deem it 
needlefs to dwell longer on that legend* 



C H A P. II. 



Jews under the caliphs* Chriftians perfecuted inEgypt. 
Cctliphjhip tr unfitted to the hottfe of AbbaJJidcs. They 
arc favourable to the Jews. Law of Gi afar the Jujl. 
Charatter of Mohadi^ fuccejfor of Almanfor. Charle- 
magne's embajfy to him . Mdtajfem governs \vith juftice. 
Vathck opprejjes the Jews, Likewife his fuccejfor Mo- 
tarakel. Divifions among the learned. Revolution in 
the houfe of tht caliphs. 

&hi r A BDALMELEG lleld tlle caliphfliip in the begin* 
* ca, F *-f\ ning of the eighth century. His avarice was 

fo exorbitant that nothing could content it ; and 
he was fo violent an enemy to the houfe of Aly, as 
not to bear even tube commended by a poet of that 
fe&. He pufhed his conquefts as far as Spain, and 
triumphed wherever he carried his arms. tt% the 
heighth of his victories he preferved a great mode- 
ration : he neither perfecuted the Jews or Chriftians 
of his dominions 5 but allowed the former theit? 
academics and privileges ; and would not take 
from the latter, by force, one of their churches at 
Oamafcus, which they had refufed him, but left 
them in the peaceable enjoyment of it. 

Valid, the eldeft of fixteen fons, fucceeded his 

father ; and though he reigned but nine years, yet 

lie conquered many provinces tnSpain and Sardinia. 

The iflancls Majorca and Minorca were reduced to 

his obedience; and his troops penetrated even into 
No. AO. 
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the Nnrbonnefe Gaul. He was a bigot to his law, 
and fo had no kiiulnefs for the Chriftians. He creat- 
ed a mofqueat Damafcusuponthe ruins ofa church) 

and built another at Jerufalfcim Soli man* that is 
Salomon, hisbroihcr, fucceeded him, but continued 
not long in his fovereignty . He Was obliged to fdH* 
tify Rama) in Paleftine, to flop the incurfioiifc tht* 
Arabians made into the Holy Land. Omar II. Ab- 
dalafi's foil) was his fucceffbr, at whbfe death the 
caliphfhip returned into the family of Abdalmelec, 
and was polfefled by his third fon, called Jelid 11. 
He niade himfelf famous by his conqiiefts. it beitljj 
in hisreigli that the Saracens bcfiegfcd Toloufe and 
Narbonne. The Chriftians of Egypt fbffered fd 
much in his reign, that the king of Nubia, which lies 
betwixt Thebais and ^Ethiopia, tame to their fu C- Chriftians 
cour with an hundred thoufand inenj and would j^eyo?* 
not return till Hafchem fent the patriarch of Alex- 
andria to aflfure himhe would not difturb the church. 
It is'probable the Jews had an hand In thefe violent 
proceedings, fince they were caufed by the avarice 
of the Egyptian governors* 

• ■ 

The houfe of the Ommiades ended a little after The ca- 
urtder Marvan. The Abbaflides had already, for l ^£ c & 
fome time, meditated a rebellion in Chorazan 5 the into the 
governor whereof wrote a letter to his mafter in Abbafcdet. 
thfefe words: "I fee through the aflies the light of 
fome coals which will break out to your confufion .* 
fire is kindled with wood, and war bydifcourfe. I 
would know whether Ommi wakes or fleeps ?'* He 
anfwefed but this; u Thep«refent fee more thart 
theabfent: cut off the mifchief before it fpreads 
farther." But as he ftudied not how to remedy the 
difeafe, the Abbaflides, as being defcendants of 
Hafcheta, broke out into a rebellion in the reign of 
Marvdn. This prince was brave and unfortunate. 
Ab or Abbas Saffa, whomElmacin calls Abulgeba- 
fus, fevolting againft him, and being proclaimed 
caliph, the war proved cruel and fatal to Marvan 
by aparticularaccident. This prince,having drawn 
his army in battle array, went afide upon a particu- 
lar occafion. His horfe, that he had left, look the 
bit in his teeth) and running to the army, threw 
them into a panic, as believing the caliph was 
killed ; fo that, without any further information, 
they took to flight. Marvan made fruitlefs attempts 
to rally his frightened troops, and was forced to fly 
wiili tfeem to Damafcns, from whence, not think- 
ing himfelf fecitre, he palTed into Egypt, where 
giving battle again, he loft his life ; and his head 
was carried to his enemy, who remained mafter of 
the caliphfhip. He ufed his advantages fo outra- 
geoufly, that he was ftiled Saffa the Bloodfheddcr ; 
becaufe, befides thofe who were killed in the bat- 
tle, he put all the houfe ofOmmiades to the fword, 
except one man, who fortunately cfcapccl, palled 
into Spain, and reigned there. Abdalla, the new 
caliph's uncle and general, having gathered toge- 
ther fourfcore princes of the family of the Ommia- 
des, caufed them all to be knocked on the head 
with maffy wooden clubs ; and having their bodies 
laid on a table covered with tapeftry, gave to all 
his officers a dinner ofa new invention ; and the en- 
tertainment was carried on among the fighs and 
groans of expiring men. Afterwards he caufed the 

fepulchres of this family to be opened, and taking 
out the dead bodies, hung them upon gibbets. 

Thus perlfhed that houfe which had produced four- 
teen caliphs* That of the Abbaflides fucceeded, 
and reigned above five hundred years. As the for- 
mer caliphs had their feat at Damafcus, thefe chofe 
the city of Coufa for their capital, fituate upon the 
banksof the Euphrates, four da vsjourney from Bag- 
dad. This city is decayed long fince, and confider- 
able for nothing but the fepulchre of Aly, which is 
in its neighbourhood, and vilited by his followers 
with great devotion. The Abbaijides, when they 
changed the feat of the empire, brought iheir'ca- 
pital nearer thehabitationof the Jews, whohadftili 
their academies on the banks of theEuphratrs. Al- 
manfor, who fucceeded his brother, built alfo Bag- 
dad, for greater fecurity.. He called it the city of 
Peace ; but it retains the name of the hermit Bag- 
dad, who had his cell in the meadows where the 
cily was built. And it was in the neighbourhood of 
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the Tigris and Euphrates that the caliphs refided 



after that time. 



They are The Abbaflides treated the Jews favourably. In 
^XjnilfaA this nation having fuffered what was unavoid- 
able, and common to all fubjects in the revolutions 
of an empire, refumed their firft tranquillity under 
Almanfor, who was a man of letters, and drew to 
his court all the learned of his time, without troub- 
ling himfelf about the difference of religions. His 
firft phyfician was a Chriftian. Almanfor, who 
loved him, was willing to make him a Turk ; but he 
anfwered, that he would either be burnt, orfaved 
with his anceftors. The prince fmiledattheanfvver, 
anddifmifled him to die in peace at home. Alman- 
for, who delighted in aftronomy,had alfo fome men 
from Perlia well verfed in that feience. He had cC~ 
peciallyjewsin his attendance, who took advantage 
, of that circumftance to bring their academies into 
new repute. R. Jofeph and Samuel prefided in the 
univerlity of Pundebita. Dorceus, Ananias, and 
Maltha, fucceeded them. There werelikewife two 
famous men at the head of the academy of Sora, 
who went both by the name of Judah; one was the 
fon of Nachman, and the other of Outhrineus. 
His book, called the Great Lemons, was received 
with fo general anapplaufe,that Judah, who taught 
at Sora, foon after made an abftract of it. This ju- 
dah was blind. However, he had the title given him 
of the Great Light, becaufe the Jews, thinking it an 
affront to their learned men to call themblind, con- 
cealed that imperfection under an honourable title. 
There was another doctor in the fame century,called 
11. Mari, whom they alfo ftiled Light of the Eyes, 
from his great knowledge and penetration. Acha 
was another doctor profoundly lkilled in the pre- 
cepts of the laws upon which he compofed a large 
volume, intitled Schealtot; but as he clafhed with 
the head of the captivity, he could not arrive to the 
quality of fublime dotfor or excellent, which mor- 
tification was attended by another. Samuel, the 
head of the captivity, when he died, named another 
prince to fucceed him; but fo far from having any 
regard to the reputation and learning of this doc- 
tor, he chof e his fervant to prelide over the nation. 
Acha could not cligeft this laft affront, fo that lea- 
ving the academy, he went into Judaea, whilft his 
fervant Nithroneus poflefled the principality, which 
he enjoyed for thirteen years. Ananus had the 
fame misfortune as Acha. This rabbin was a man 



manfor, by conveying a water-ftream under the pa* 
lace, difl'olved thefe ltones, threw down the build- 
ing, and buried Abdallain the ruins. The reft of his 
reign would have been very happy, had he not dif. 
graced it by his avarice. Finding his death ap- 
proaching, he fent for Mohadi, his fon and heir, 
whom he commanded to honour his relations, be- 
caufe the honour he did them refle&ed upon him* 
felf; and to treat his freemen kindly, becaufe they 
were perfons who would ferve him in time of need. 
He forbad him to build the city of Bagdad on the 
eaft fide, and to admit women into affairs of ftate } 
after which he recommended him to Providence, ch2nQ[tt 
and expired. Hiftorians give quite a different cha-^Motaj, 
racter of this prince. He was as liberal as his father a£2* 
was covetous. He fpent fix millions of gold crowns 
in one pilgrimage to Mecca, having conveyed thi* 
therfnowand ice, which ftrangely lurprized the in- 
habitants, who had never feen any before- He held 
his court of juftice, attended by the moft able. Muf- 
fulmen, and difcountenanced the unjuft judges. 
Laftly, he obliged the emprefs Irene to pay him at 
tribute of feventy thoufand gold crowns, to.be freed 
from the incurfions of the Arabians, who incommo- 
ded her as far as Conftantinople. He was an enemy Mofofi 
to the Jews, and would either have them embrace Sjjjjjj 
his religion, or wear a badge to diftinguifii them 
from the Muffulmen ; and he fent Thefias, one of 
his generals, toEmefa with this commiflion, which 
he executed with great feverity. 

Aaron, furnamed the Juft, fucceeded to the ca- 
liphfhip, after the death of his brother, in the year 
786, and was one of the greateft of the Arabian prin- 
ces. He loved men of letters ; but. inftead of afford- 
ing them implicit belief, exactly weighed whether 
their decifions comported with the good of the 
ftate : " You are more learned than I/' (faid he 
once, to one of his cafuifts, who would have put him 
upon a falfc ftep, upon pretence of obferving the 
Mufliilman law,) c< but I have more prudence and 
underftanding than you. 

Charlemagne thought it expedient to make an 
alliance with this prince : he believed it might be of 
ufe to him to make a diverfion in the empire of the 
eaft, that none might prefume to difpute with him 
the conquefts he made in the weft. He had, per- 
haps, more extenfive views, to which the caliph's 
afliftance was abfolutely neceflary. 



of parts, but could not be admitted to the number || i n order to render his embafTy more acceptable, cbaifc 
of doctors, becaufe his doctrine was fufpected of 
fome blemifh. This fufpicion was well-grounded, 
for he put himfelf at the head of the Sadducees, 
which feet was believed to be almoft buried in the 



ruins of Jerufalem. They recovered ftrength, 
and, under the conduit of this famous leader, be- 
came formidable to their enemies. Some confider 
this Ananus as the father of the Caraitcs, rather 
than the reftorer of Sadduceifm. But we have 
(hewn that the Caraites could not claim him for 
their founder, becaufe they were of a more ancient 
Handing. 

Giafar, furnamed the Juft, (Sadek,) who lived at 
that time, heavily afflicted the Jews of Arabia, and 
alfo of Periia. He was the fixth of the Imams ; fo 
the Muffulmen ftile their fupreme pontiff, whopre- 
jfides over the mofques. He has a temporal as well 
as fpirituai authority. Such as eaft off their fub- 
jecYion to him are looked upon as atheifts. The 
Perfians have a particular reverence for twelve of 
thefe Imams, the immediate fucceffors of Aly, a- 
mong whom Giafar is one of the moft confiderable* 
This Imam made an order, that the Jews and 
taw of Chriftians who turned Muffulmen fliould be fole 
Giafar the heirs of their family ; and as this law was precifely 
* uft * executed, it caufed many to apoftatife, who by this 

means fucceeded to the eftates which they could 
not obtain in a lawful way. 

Almanfor, having reigned two and twenty years, 
departed this life. Abdallah, hisuncle,had difputed 
the caliphlhip with him, which he pretended to be 
due to his valour, and the fervices he had done to 
Saffa. But being overcome, he was fliut up in a 
houfe fupportcd by ftones of rock fait ; and Al- 



he made choice of Ifaac, a Jew, whom he fent to ""gjj^ 
Perfia, with the counts Lancfrede and Sigifmond. hSi. 
Ifaac was thought a proper man to negociate with 
a prince, who had great commerce with his nation, 
difperfed in his dominions, and who hated the 
Chriftians. He beft knew the ftile and manner of 
the orientals, by means of his difperfed brethren, 
who were in credit at Aaron's court. The eaftern 
Jews, upon the whole, enjoyed a profound tranquil- 
lity in his reign, and made their fynagogues and 
academies flourifh. 

Aaron was fucceeded by his fon Amin, about the 
beginning of the ninth century ; but he proved fo 
weak a prince, and fo addicted to his pleafures, 
that his brother Mamoun found an opportunity to 
dethrone him. 

He was a prince eminent for his noble actions, a 
lover of learning, and endeavoured to bring it into 
the efteeni of the Arabians, who had neglected it 
till that time ; and, in order to fucceed in it, caufed 
all the good books of the Jews to be tranflated into 
that language. 

This ftep was not at all relifhed by his fubjeAs, 
who were ready to revolt ; but that confideration 
did not prevent him from diftinguifhing learned 
men of all nations, among whom was a celebrated 
Jewifli aftronomer, who had been in high repute 
ever fince the reign of Almanfor, but was now 
efteemed at this court as the phoenix of his age. lie 
was therefore highly efteemed by Mamoun, during 
whofe reign the Jewifli academies of Sora and Pun- 
debita abounded with men of letters. 

Mamoun, at his death, preferred his brother Mo- 
taflem before his own fon Abbas j who, at the infti- 
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gallon of fonie lords, had at firft a dcfign toaflume 

the caliphfhip, but afterwards yieldingtohis uncle's 
remonftranccs, not only took an oath of fidelity, 
but obliged all his party to do the fame. AsChrif- 
tian princes call themfelves kings, by the Grace of 

God, he would be called Motaffem Billah, that is, a 
prince, preferved by the Grace of God. Difguft- 
ed with Bagdad, by the frequent feditions of its in- 
habitants, he drew nearer to Syria, where he built 
Saniarah, or Sermeurai, which became the capital 
of thcfe caliphs. He governed his dominions with 
great juftice, and won a battle againft the emperor 
Theophilus, which coft the Chriftians above thirty 
thoufand men* 

yahckop- Vathek, his fucceflbr, became a bitter enemy to 
lhc the Jews, upon two accounts; 1 • Becaufe they had 
been guilty of great frauds in the management of 
the finances, which had been committed to their 
care in the reign of his predecefTor. a. Becaufe thej' 
would not receive the Alcoran, for which refufal 
they were heavily taxed, and forced to pay very 
large fines into his treafury. 

This prince was a lover of learned men, and par- 
ticularly of aftronomcrs, who deluded him concern- 
ing the duration of his life : and he was fb charita- 
ble, that no beggar was feen in his capital, nor in 
the red of his dominions, during his reign. 

Motarakel met with oppofition upon his claim of 
the caliphfhip, after the death of his brother; for 
there was a defign to fet the fon of Vathek on the 
throne : but it being reprefented that it would be a 
difgrace to the Muflulmen to have a per ion at the 
head of them unqualified to fay the public prayers, 
Motarakel was appointed fucceflbr. He rigoroufly 
treated the followers of Aly, and forbad the pil- 
grimages that were made to his tomb. 

AjtoWs He declared himfelf likewife againft the Jews: 
ttttfTor f or j, e ordered that all who were in his empire 

fliould wear a leathern girdle as a mark of diftinc- 
tion. He excluded them from all offices of the 
divan and the government, which is an argument 
that they were admitted in it till that time. He for- 
bad them having iron ftirrups to their faddtes, and 
to ride upon horfes, permitting them only the ufe 
of alfcs and mules. This prince not only degraded 
them from all the honours they had enjoyed, but 
ftigmatized them with marks of diftindtion and in- 
famy ; and what was of worfe confequence to them, 
Motarakel's law fpread itfelf not only through his 
empire, but into the neighbouring dominions. In 
fine, it has more or Iefs fubfifted ; for it is obferved 
at this day in many places where the Turks com- 
mand. 

The Jews had another misfortune in this caliph's 
reign. Fa&ion was re-kindled in one of their aca- 
demies. Menachem, the fon of Jofeph, was foie 
prefident at Pundebita, when the people went a- 
bout to give him a partner, called Mattathias. He 
could not bear this competitor. Each made their 
party. The difputes were violent ; but at laft Me- 
nachem carried it. He died two years after, and 
left the place and authority to Mattathias, who en- 
joyed it a much longer time. 

Motarakel was flainbyhisfon. Thiscruel prince 
had an iron ftove, pointed within, which he caufed 
to be heated in proportion to the punifhment he de- 
figned for the offender ; and when thefufferer cried, 
c< Have pity on me," he anfwered, " Pity is a mean- 
nefs of foul." His vizier died in this ftove after 
forty days torture. He fpared not his own fon 
Moutaflar, %vho, tired with thefe hardfliips, caufed 
him to be {lain. He was not long a gainer by his 
parricide. Being tormented with cutting remorfe, 
he thought he fa w his father reproaching him with 
his crime. His brother Mothas was as unfortunate 
as he ; for the Turks and Egyptians which he had 
in pay, revolting againft him, entered into his pa- 
lace, dragged him from his throne by the feet, ex- 
pofed him to the fun, and beat him with their battle* 
axes'till he had figned his depolition. They con- 
trived his death foon after, either by debarringhim 

of drink, or by giving him poifon with water and 
No. 49. 
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ice. Mothadi, who fuccccdcd him, was quickly 
depofed by Mothamed, a weak man, addicted to 
his pleafures, who was abfolutely governed by his 
brother and nephew. It was in his reign that Egypt 
wa3 difmembered from the caliphfhip, Akmed j^ 1 *- 
refufing to depend upon him, was declared a rebel, the houfe 
and ordered to be execrated in all the mofques of {{j**** - 
the empire. But this hindered not a new dynafty 
being fet up in Egypt, arid the beginning of a fuC- 
ceflion of new caliphs. 
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Violent effeifs of a difpute concerning images. Jews 
oppreffed in Syria: Favoured under Nicephorus and 
Michael. Revolution in Spain. Judah d learned 
Jew. The Saracens^ abetted by the Jews, are vic- 
torious. Jews flourijh under Lewis the Debonnair. 
Dijiurbed by the bijhop of Lyons. That prelate* s 
untimely zeal fuppreffed. State of the Jews under 
Charles the Bald. They are accufed of afjifiing the 
Normans. Obnoxious to particular cities. 



images. 



THE queftion about images occafioned violent 
commotions in the empire. Not only the di- 
vines engaged in it, the church divided, councils 
were called, and palled contrary decifions, but per- 
fections alfo broke out, the people revolted and 
flew to arms, and the coiitroverfy drew after it 
torrents of blood. 

The Jews were accufed of having had aconfider- violent ef- 
able hand in it, if they were not the firft movers of ^ 5 u ^ a 
it. However that maybe, it is plain that the new concermug 
eriiperor declared himfelf no lefs zealous againft 
the Jews than againft images; for both they and 
theMontagnards, or Manichees, were commanded 
by him to turn Chriftians, under the fevereft penal- 
ties; only the latter being more tenacious of their 
principles, fuffered themfelves to be burnt for them; 
while the Jews took their old method ofdiflem- 
bling to fave. their lives. But as the patrons for 
images gained their point, notwithftanding the 
ftrenuous oppofition of the emperor and his fol- 
lowers, they obliged the Jews, on whofe fincerity 
they had no great reafon to rely, to fubferibe to a 
formulary, acknowledging themfelves worftiippers 
of holy images, and imprecating Divine vengeance 
if they were not fincere in their profeffion. 

The Jews found themfelves involved in the defo- The jew? 
laiions of Jerufalem and Syria. Abdalla, the fon of fefun P SyI 
Aly, traverfing Judrea, commanded the Chriftians ria « 
to fliave their beards, and wear long caps. Arriving 
at Jerufalem, he would have all the Jews, as well as 
Chriftians, to be marked in the hand, to diftinguifli 
them from Muflulmen. Moft of the Chriftians fo 
market!, being unable to bear this difgrace, or elfe 
fearingamore violent perfecution, w ithdrew them- 
felves to the territories of the Roman empire. But 
the Jews, who were as much afraid of Leolfauricus 
as of the caliphs, continued in the lands fubjc<£t to 
their obedience. It is even faid that they entered 
into Abdalla's train, that they might enrich them- 
felves with the fpoils of the Chriftians. Indeed, 
this general had always a confiderable number of 
them in his army, to whom he fold the church-plate 
and furniture he had plundered. 

They fared much better under Nicephorus, who Favoured 
fucceeded Leo Ifauricus, about the beginning of""^ r ^ 
the pinth century, and declared againft images ; and Mi- 
for which reafon it probably was that the other fide c ac 4 



loaded him with inve<ftives, as having put himfelf 
under the guidance and direction of the Manichees 
and Attingans, a kind of diviners or foothfayers, to 
whom they attributed furpriling power and influ- 
ence, withrefpedt to the fuccefs of princes, and the 
ftate of kingdoms. Nicephorus, however, protect- 
ed the Jevvifli nation, and fuffered them to liveun- 
molefted during his reign. 

Michael, furnamed the Stammerer, was ftill more 
favourable to them than Nicephorus. It is even 
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faul, that he was half a Jew. This prince came 
from Amorium, a city of Phrygia, in which a great 
variety of fectarics had taken fan&uary* It is pre- 
tended that Michael burrowed fomcthing from all 
thefc fcfts, which he had known and ftudicd in his 
youth ; that he had taken baptifm from the Chris- 
tians, which he fubftitutedin the room of circum- 
cifion ; but other wife he generally obferved all the 
Jewifli ceremonies. 

The ftate of the Jews in Italy, at this time, cannot 
be afcertained ; and Spain furnilhes but a very (len- 
der account. The Saracens had entered and redu- 
ced it to their obedience. Mofes, or Mufa, the go- 
vernor of Africa, upon the invitation of the Chris- 
tians, fent one of his generals, named Tarck, into 
Spain, who, making his defcent at the foot of the 
mountain Cafpe, gave it its name ; hence it is called 
Gibal Tar at this day ; or, The mountain of Tarck. 
Roderick loft his life, and crown that was given 
him in the year 71a. Mofes, taking that advantage, 
pafled his army into Spain, and puflied his conquefts 
not only to Toledo, but beyond Saragoffa. But as 
he depended upon Olic, the caliph of Damafcus, 
he was recalled fome time after. 

Revolutions \ few was refolved to take advantage of this re- 
in Spain. , J m , - . . to y 

volution, and or the wars the new governors made 
with the French in Langucdoc: he was called Se- 
renus, and pretended to a divine million. He found 
in Spain abundance of people difpofed to believe 
and follow him- into the Holy Land, where he was 
to eftablifh his empire. Ambifa, who was then go- 
vernor, took advantage of this defertion, and feized 
all the eftates they had vacated by their credulity. 
It is not faid ho wfarSerenus carried thefe credulous 
people ; but it is moft probable that fome died by 
the way, and that the reft returned into their coun- 
try, to bewail the lofs of their eftates, which they 
had fo imprudently quitted. 

The houfeof the Ommiades, which enjoyed the 
caliphfhip in the eaft, fent governors and troops 
hither to confirm their ancient conquefts, and to 
make new ones. This family was ruined by that 
of the Abbaflides, which made a general maflacre 
of all that belonged to it. Abdalrahman, whom 
we call Abderame, muft not be confounded with a 



ecus took Narbonne in their march, and advanced 
as far as Lyons, deftroying all that fell into their ^^m. 
hands. Vaifier, duke of Aquitainc, vainly endea- ted'byfh 
voured to oppofc their pa flag c ; he was defeated. t CW9 * *« 
and loft bis life. After his death, the victor befieged m ° tim ' 
Toloufc, took it, and put all the inhabitants to the 
fword, except the Jews, to whom he religioufly 
performed the promife he had made them. But 
Charlemagne having won three battles over Abde- 
rame, and retaken the city of Toloufe, was refolved 
to punifh the traitors for their bafenefs, and all the 
blood they had caufed to be fpilt. They were con- 
demned to death, and the instruments of their pu- 
nifhmerit were already prepared, when the cries and 
groans of fo many poor wretches moved Charle- 
magne, and obliged him to mitigate the punifh- 
ment . Inftcad of a general execution, he was con- 
tented with the heads of the principals in the trea- 
fon; and ordered, for the future, that all the Jews 
living at Toloufe fhould receive a box on the ear 
thrice a year at the gate of a church, that fhould be 
appointed by the bifhop, and pay a perpetual fine 
of thirteen pounds of wax. t 

They were ftill more favoured under Lewis, fur- jewiflou- 
named the Debonnair. whofe chief phyfician was a Jetiiik* 
Jew, whom fome hiftorians have represented as oneDebonnaS, 
of the greateft magicians in the world. He was in 
fuch high credit with that prince, that all the cour- 
tiers were glad to gain his and his countrymen's 
friendfhip with the moft fumptuous prefents. The 
emperor gave them liberty to build new fyna- 
gogues, and granted them very advantageous 
ediifts. So powerful a protection bred jealoufy and 
great diforders in the diocefe of Lyons. 

Agobard, who was bifhop of it, had forbidden oiihrbei 
his flock to fell Chriftian flaves to the Jews to be car- «k 
ried into Spain, and to keep the fabbath. It cannot Lyow.° f 
be doubted but this prelate had a power to make 
fuch la ws as thefe for the government of the people 
committed to his care, and then did what is ufual 
with able men when invefted with authority. He 
forbad the Chriftians to buy wine of the Jews, and 
to eat with them during Lent. The Jews complain- 
ed of thefe laws to Lewis, who being provoked a- 
gainft Agobard, and the citizens of Lyons, fent 
three commifTaries to take information . The bifhop 



general of the fame name, who was defeated by I was m^ ch fu /P rizcd to fee them arrive at his houfe. 
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him caliph in all the weft. He reigned there a long 
time, and began to build the famous mofque of 
Cordua, which his fon finifhed by the help of the 
Chriftians, whom he ordered from Narbonnefe 
Gaul, to work upon the fumptuous temple of his 
prophet. In the reign of this caliph appeared R. 
Judah, who diftinguifhed himfelf in his nation by 
his learning. Ashe had ftudied philofophy, he in- 
veftigated the caufes that hindered the fea from 
overflowing the land, and publiflied a treatife on it, 
which got him great reputation. He publiflied alfo 
an Arabian dictionary, and tranflatcd many books 
of that language into Hebrew; which (hews not 
only that this man was learned, and that the fcien- 
ces flouriflied then in the Spanifh fynagogues, but 
alfo that thefe firft caliphs were more favourable 
to them than to the Chriftians, who were forced to 
labour upon the building of a mofque, after having 
taken the materials from them. 

AsLanguedoc was added to Spain ever fince the 
Vifigoths were matters of it, that province was the 
firft expofed to the incurfions of the Arabians, who 
had defeated the Vifigoths. In the firft years of 
their conquefts they made themfelves matters of 
Narbonne, and came and befieged Toloufe. It is 
aHerted that the Jews, who had made a particular 
treaty with them, a (lifted them, upon condition that 
all the Chriftians fhould be murdered that were in 
the town after it was taken . It is alfo faid that the 
Jews of Toloufe, weary of the tyranny of the prefent 
bifhop, called in the Saracens from Spain, and pro- 
mifed to deliver up thecity, upon condition that, 
having mafTacred all the Chriftians upon their en- 
trance, the traitors fhould be permitted to enjoy 
fcvcral privileges, and an entire liberty. The Sara- 



Some inhabitants, who probably were guilty of 
more capital opprcflions, betook themfelves to 
flight. The bi/hop, having more authority, waited 
the confequences of the inqueft, which was not to 
his advantage, fince the Jews were reftoredtothc 
pofleffion of their privileges, and the market on 
Saturday was changed to another day of the week, 
that the neceffity of trading that day might not 
oblige them to violate their fabbath. The em- 
peror had in his turn the power of making regula- 
tions relating to the police. In the mean time 
Agobard was much difgufted : hequettionrd whe- 
ther thefe were the true orders of the emperor; 
though he could not doubt it, fince his leal was put 
to them. He accufed his minifters of corruption : 
he charged the Jews with dealing frequently Chrif- 
tian children, in order to fell them, and of doing 
the bafeft adtions, and related this upon the decla- 
ration of a fugitive of Corduba, who faid, that they 
had fold him in his youth. 

Thefe accufations were not believed at court, and 
his remonftrances had no effect. Evrard, the em- 
peror's commiHary, continued to protect the Jews, 
and to mortify the archbifhop of Lyons, who omit- 
ted nothing in fupport of what he had done. He 
wrote a fecond time to the emperor, and fent him a 
treatife on the Jewifli fuperftitions, figncd by two 
bifhops he had joined with him, to give greater 
weight and authority to his book. He endeavoured 
to prove in this piece, that we ought to have no 
commerce with heretics, and particularly with the 
Jews, becaufc there is no fecStary but what has fome 
article of faith in common with the church. 

All thefe efFe&s failing, Agobard made a journey 
to court, to folicit more effe&ually a gain ft the ^jjjjj 1 
Jews, whom he looked upon as perfonal enemies. zeaMur* 
He had audience of the emperor, but it was only an r rcU '- 
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audience of leave j being permitted to return to his 
iliucefc without giving htm any fatisfadtion. The 
(lifuppuintmciit of this journey redoubled his grief, 
lie was afraid of provoking the court, by baptiz- 
ing of heathens who were in the fervicc of the Jews, 
and fometimes took refuge in the churches to turn 
Chriftians. Therefore, as he durft not venture 
upon this la ft ftage without the emperor's leave, 

he fent to beg his permiffion. What anfwer he 
had we cannot learn ; hut we have reafbn to con- 
clude, from a -moft uncharitable and fplcft'tlic epiftle 
he wrote to the great and learned Nebutius, bifliop 
of Narbonne, that it was iidt acceptable. 

♦ 

* * . • « • 

The prote&ion the Jews found at Lewis's courts 
againft one of the moft learned bifhpps of his age, 
made them rlourifh in France* It was (aid openly 
at court, that the pofterity of Abraham and the pa- 
triarchs ought to be refpedted. Even fome Chris- 
tians began to conform to the Jewifh rites in many 
inftartces that were a reproach to their proftflion. 

Their ftaic" Theftate of the Jews was hot fb ehtirely Agreeable 
tndcr under Charles, fumamed the Bald, When Remifius, 
%%. * prelate of eminence, caufed forrie of his clergy to 

preach iri their fynagbgues; by which means fo 
great a number of their cliildrefi were like to have 
been converted, that they were forced to fehdthem 
awdy to Viefttie in Dauphine, Macon and Arks in 
ProVeilce, and other places, where they were more 
numerous. The bithop fent a complaint to court, 
and begged of that prince tb fend orders to the 
bifliop of Aries, &c. to follow his method, repre- 
fenting that the converfion of thofe children was a 
greater aA of charity than faving them out of the 
lion's mouth. In all probability Charles confented 
to this requeft, for numbers of Jewifli children were 
baptized, all by their own free choice ; and the 
emperor was foon after poifoned by Sedecias, his 
Jewifh phyfician, lately mentioned, whoisfuppofed 
to have been fuborned to that vile deed by thofe of 
hisown nation. 

They arelikewife accufed of having a great hand 
afiftingthcin the troubles that happened under this reign, by 

tne lncuiiiou of the Normans into feveral provin- 
ces, particularly that of Aquitane, where they were 
ver^ numerous. They were ftitt liable to the igno- 
minious fentence palTed againft them by Charle- 
magne, of being buffetted three times a year at the 
church door* which was not, indeed, executed on 
all theTolpufan Jews, but was, in time, confined to 
eir Syndic, or head magiftrate, who received that 
punifliment in the name of the reft. We may add, 
that, though their credit was very high at court 
during the life of the treacherous Sedecias, y etthey 
obnoxious wcr * liable to many infults from the populace in ci- 
joparcicu- ties at a diftance from it. Thus, for inftance, thofe 
ones. G f B e2 iers, in Languedoc, were yearly driven a- 
bout, with vollies of ftones, from the eve of Palm- 
Sunday to the Tuefday in Eafter-week, from which 
indignity they at length redeemed themfelves by a 
tribute they paid to the bifliop of the place. Indeed, 
it is no wonder that the Jews, though powerful at 
court, fliould be obnoxious to the inhabitants of 
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State of the Jews in the tenth century. Learning be- 
gins to floarijh. David the head of the captivity. 
His reign and pride. The Jews mmerous and power- 
ful. Heads elected and depofed by vote. Rabbi Hay 
a defcendant of David. Cader 7 s perfection of the 
Jews. Ezechias head of the captivity. Rift: of a 
new fckifm. Extinction of the academies. Perfecu- 
tion under Hakem. 



SweoftheT^HE tenth century, which is i 
& he A with the Chriftians, was not f 



in fitch difcredit 

m 7 fo unreputable to 

mj, the Jews. Inftead of deploring the grofs ignorance 

that overfpread Chriftianity at that time, they boaft 
that they never had fiich excellent dodtors as then. 
They created a new academy in the eaft, becaufe 

thofe which had fubfifted formally ages were not 
No. 49, 



fulflcicnt to contain the numbers of profeflbrs and 
1'cholars. The Arabians applied -themfelves to.rtudy, 
in fpite of the oppreflion that deftroyed the au- 
thority of the caliphs. Tliereappcared among them 
able phyflcians and logicians ; and notwithftanding 
they had approved the vanity of aftronomicat pre- 
dictions, yet they ftudioufly cultivated this fcience, 
that was ufeful at court. The Jews imitated, the 
Arabians : and inclination and genius for learning* 
which had been extindt, revived among them: 
however, their j^rogrefs was interrupted by the di- 
vifiohs that arofe between the profeffors and heads 
of the captivity. They even faw thefe academies 
fall; and the whole nation being expelled the 
eaft* were forced to feek a new refuge in Spain knd 
France. They under wen tfrefli riiisfortune* through 
the zeal of the crUfaders, who made it a piece of 
devotibn to maffatre all the Jews before they pro- 
ceeded to the conqueft of Judcba. 
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David was prince of the captivity; a haughty Dr.v id heat 
man, who governed this fiatiori with the authdtfity 
of a king. The Jewifli biftorians complained ^ that r^gnW 

his predeceflbrs couched to the caliphs, arid paid P " a *\ 
them tribute ; but that David recovered all bis pri- 
vileges, and enforced theirt likea king. There were 
two things that blight contribute to this exaltation ; 
the long reign of David, who was head of his nation 

above thirty years, and the weaknefs of the caliph 
Modladcr, who then ruled. He was not onty young, 
but fo dependent upon bisofliceri, that they depo- 
fed him twice ; and he had been abfolutely depri- 
ved of his authority, but that they could not find 
any perfon in the family of the Abbaflides to fub- 
ftiiute in his room. The weaknefs of the govern- 
ment gave David an opportunity to raife himfelf, 
and aftedt a (lately pride. He caufed troubles and 
divifionsin the academy of Pundebita, by carrying 
his authority too high. The Jews had elected MiC* 
bifcher prelident of their college : David chofe 
another; and the jealoufy of thefe two profeflbrs, 
who had different privileges, iticreafed thediforder. 
The divifiori was viblent for five years; and there 
Was no way to appeafe it, but by forming two dif- 
ferent fchools in the fame place. 

That of Sara was fo fallen from its ancient liiftre, 

that nttbody could be found, either willing or able, 
to teach it. David ferrt for one, naitied Jom Tob ; 
but he being an unqualified man, inftead of raifing 
the declining academy, left it as he found it. They 
were then forced to feek out the Rabbi Saadias, to 
fill up the vacancy, and draw fcholarsto the place. 
Saadias, at firft, difcharged his poft with great fuc- 
tefs. His principal care was to explode the error 
about the tranfmigration of fouls, that had been 
difperfed among the Perfians for many ages, and 
wasftillpreferved hi the eaft, notwithftanding the 
frequent revolutions that happened there, both in 
the empire and religion. He made fome progrefs 
in it ; but the prince of the captivity defiring him to 
fign a regulation he had made againft the laws, the 
dodlor refufed him fo unjuft a deftiand. This refu* 
fal, which David did not expedt, incenfed him very 
much : he upbraided Saadias with ingratitude, and 
fent his fon to threaten him with the lofs of his 
head, if he did not obey his orders; but the rabbi 
apprifing his fcholars of this infult, they mutinied 
againft David, and attacking hxuti in a body, obli- 
ged him to retire. The nation divided after the ex- 
ample of itsheads, and every one engaged in a party. 
Saadias's faction fo far prevailed at firft, as to get 
David depofed, and Jofeph, his brother, proclaim- 
ed prince of the captivity ; but bis authority lafted 
not long. David, fupported by his party* refumed 
the government. Saadias was conftrained to fly, 
and feek a place of retirement, in which he continu- 
ed feven years ; and it was in this fandluary that he 
compofed moft of the works which have perpetu-» 
ated his name after his death. He came out of it, 
at laft, to be reconciled with his prince ; but be had 
the happinefs to furvive him, and have the peace- 
able pofleffion of the academy. 

We may learn from this event, that the power of The jcwi 
the heads of the academy wasalraoft equal to that "JJj c "£i 
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of the princes, fince the latter could not ctiaft any 
laws but what was figned by the profeflor. More- 
over there hath been frequent iniurretftions againft 
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each other. Saadias, though a ftranger in the eaft, 
withftood David, the haughtieft and moft potent 
prince the nation had fcen for many ages. 

Thefe heads of the academy might at the fame 
time be princes of the captivity, though this did 
not always happen- Indeed, Hay, one of the fub- 
limes, was at the fame time head of the academy, 
andprinceof the nation. Befides, the title of prince 
is often given to the others. They fay that fuch a 
one reigned alone in the academy ; and that the 
empire of Raf Nehemiah, head of Pundebita, in the 
middle of the tenth century, lafted eight years } 
the titles of reign and empire only relating to their 
inftru&ion. We commonly find, in the J ewifti chro- 
nicles, the names of thefe heads of the academy, 
whilft we fee no prince of the nation. 

The princes of the nation, and the heads of the 
academy, were eledted by a majority of votes. The 

voicf bf example of David, depofed £>y Saadias's intrigues, 

proves, that the power of the princes was neither 
abfolute or independent of the people. Befides, 
thegovernment was not hereditary in a family ; and 
though the fon fometimes fucceeded the father, yet 
this rarely happened. The fame thing muft be fai 
of the heads of the academy ; the prince contributed 
to their election by his authority in the nation ; but 
the dodlors gave their votes: the votes and incli- 
nations alfo of the people were heard, though not 
always. We find an inftance of it in the tenth cen- 
tury, when there was a profeflbr wanting at Pun- 
debita. A very rich merchant offered himfelf as a 
candidate for the place : part of the people were 
for Nehemiah ; others declared for the merchant, 
named Aaron ; and this laft was chofen. But the 
other fucceeded him feventeen years after. 

The nation was in fo flourifliing a condition at 
that time, that nine hundred thoufand Jews lived 
in the city of Pheruts Schibbur. This name figni- j 
fies the rapture of Sapor ; and, according to this 
etymology, Sapor fhould be acknowledged for the 
founder of this city ; and, amongft many kings of 
Perfia of this name, it might be attributed to Sapor 
II. who took Valerian prifoner, and treated him fo 
cruelly : for this prince not only enlarged his king- 
dom by many conquefts, but alfo built many cities 
in them, and called them by his name. Some give 
this honour to a rabbin, called Schiabbour, or Sapor, 
who founded the academy. In the mean time it 
was not the academy, but the city it flood in, that 
bore this name. It was fituated five miles from Ba- 
bylon : and if it had nine hundred thoufand Jews in 
it muft have been peopled by that nation, and 
alfo of prodigious extent ; for there are very few 
cities in the world that contain within their walls 
fo many inhabitants. Scherira, who was made pre- 
fident of this fchool, kept it flourifliing for thirty 
years together. He was a mortal enemy of the 
Chriftians, and particularly of the monks, whom he 
wrote againft, and called forgers. This rendered 
him the more acceptable to his difciples, who com- 
monly look upon thefe outrages as fo many adts of 
zeal. Scherira, finding himfelf advanced in years, 
refigned his place to his fon Hay, the moft excel- 
lent of all the dodtors. 

It is faid, that this dodtor defcended, in a diredt 
line, from David the prophet, and king of Judrca. 
As a proof of it, they affirm, that he had a lion in 
his efcutcheon, which was alfo in the arms of the 
ancient kings of Judasa. But his principal glory 
did not accrue from fo illuftrious a birth ; he dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf in his nation by many different 
works, which he publifhed upon purchafes, fales, 
and wages. He has one upon the interpretation of 
dreams. Another contains his queftions upon the 
book of Jetlira, or the formation, in which we find 
the manner they formerly wrote the name of Je- 
hovah at Jerufalem. Hay was a poet, and fome of 
his verfes are ftill remaining ; in which he inftrudts 
mankind alfo in the duties of piety. He had fo 
great a reputation, that they came from the eaft and 
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weft to confult him. He became head of the aca- 
demy of Pundebita, as well as of Pheruts Schibbur, 
in which he had been profeflbr from nine and twenty 
years of age. It feems too that he was elcdied 
prince of the captivity ; but happening to draw 
upon him the jealoufy of his own nation, both he 
and his father fell into difgrace* 

The caliph, who then reigned, was called Cader. Cadcff 
Though he was of the houfe of the Abbaflides, he perfc«. 
lived privately with a neighbouring prince, who S^ 0 * 11 ' 
reigned in the marfhes that are formed by the wa- 
ters of the Tigris and Euphrates. But the fultan 
havingdepofedThai, fet him upon the throne 
quickly fliewed himfelf worthy of the empire he 
was raifed to. He reformed the abufes that had 
crept into the ftate, and extended his care as far as 
Egypt, where he proved to the Fathemites, that 
reigned there, that they were not Aly*s family, as 
they boafted. Cader 1 , who lived eighty-one years, 
and reigned above forty, refolved alio to give a 
check to the Jews, who had taken too great advan- 
tage of the preceding troubles, and ufurped an un- 
due authority. Scherira and Hay were accufed to 
him as men of wealth and power, who governed the 
nation ; and they were put in prifon. The caliph 
fleeced them of all their wealth, and caufed Scherira 
to be hanged, though at that time above an hun- 
dred years old. Hay had the good fortune to efcape 
this violence-. He went on with his lectures in the 
academy, and taught there till IP37. * This was the 
laft of the Exeellents. 

After Hay's death, Efcechias was eledted prince Ezectai 
of the captivity; but his reign was fliort and un- iejJ . oftfa 
fortunate, for, after two years, the caliph arretted 
him with all his family, and put them to death, ex- 
cept two fons, that fled into Spain. The academies 
were flmt up, and the learned obliged to feek fane* 
tuary in the weft, whither the perfecuted people 
folio wed them. 

■ 

It was in the reign of Ezechias that the fchjfin 
arofe between the children of Aflier and Napthali, 
who are thought to be the firft Maforeths ; at leaft 
they are the firft grammarians who applied them- 
felves to review and corredt the Scripture. Father 
Simon, well verfed in this fubjedt, who faw Aaron's 
manufcript and printed corrections, has no efteem 
for them, believing them tobelaterthdn the Ma for a, 

and pretty modern. We ought not to judge of them 
by the noife or chifm thefe two mafters raifed in the 
nation, for people often divide in the fchools upon 
the niceties of grammar. But if their corrections 
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be trifling, the authority of the Hebrew text is ftill 
the greater for it ; for it is a proof that the original 
text had fo long preferved its authenticity, and 
flood in need of no great correction. 

The perfecution which continued in the eaft, en- 
tirely ruined the affairs of this nation. The houfe 
of the Abbaflides, which had always favoured the 
Jews, being degraded from its authority, the Sultan 
Gela le Doulat, who reigned by the name of Cnjem, 
refolved to extirpate them ; and to that purpofe 
fhut up their academies, which were never opened 
after. He banifhed the profeflbrs, or obliged them 
to banifh themfelves, and to tranflate their acade- 
mies into the weft. He deftroyed the prince of the 
captivity with his family. The people alfo fuffered 
extremely in this perfecution, which was fo bloody, 
as to reduce the Jews to an inconfiderable body, 
difperfe them into the defarts of Arabia, and drive 
them for refuge into the weft. 

The Jewifh hiftorians fay, that the caliphs, being 
jealous of the grandeur in which the prince of the 
captivity appeared among them, began to fear the 
exaltation of fome one of David's family, who 
fhould feize upon the government and the crown. 
They gave out, that it would be fcandalous for 
mafters to be obliged to obey their flaves, and re- 
folved to kill him ; which refolution they executed 
as he pafled with the princes of the academies. The 
news of it was immediately brought to the court, 
which fent a detachment of guards to wreft the 
prince of the captivity out of the mutineers hands J 
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but tlicy arrived too late* However, the nation 
took advantage of this accident, and rcfolved to 
have no prince for the future, that they might no 
more excite the jealoufies of potentates, and to 



general, who had this title given him upon acedtint 
of the great victories lie had obtained both overthe 
Spaniards and Arabians. The latter, though the 
caliph's fubje&s, often rebelled agaiuft him. One 



watt till Providence fliould pleafe to fend them one J of his officers had theinfolence to give out that he 



who might give them an entire deliverance 



was dead, caufinga body to buried in the tomb of 
Of his anceftors, in order to delude the people. He 



It is here that mod authors put an end to the u f urpcd his place, and reigned, till a fadioh, being 
heads of the captivity, and eaftern academies : tho 
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Benjamin de^Tudela, who travelled in the following 
century into the eaft, to pay a vifit to his brethren, 
ftill found a prince of the captivity among them. 
Petachia, who Went from Ratifbonne with the fame 
defign, and in the fame century, found a prince of 
the difperfed nation at Bagdad, in Perfia . His name 
was Samuel ; and he aflerts that he traced his gene- 
alogy as high as the prophet of that name. The 
princes of the captivity were rarely fcen afterwards, 

^he^acJl and prefervedonly the name without the authority. 

dcaiw. They might have fome fchool in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, which they Ailed an academy; but thofe of 
Sora andPundebita, and all the reft which had made 
a figure, Were abolifiied in the year 1039. 

The Jews underwentafrefhperfecutionin Egypt, 
in the reign of Hakem, the third caliph of thehoufe 
of the Fathemites. His father had left him young 
in the hands of a tutor, in the year 996. He was a 
man of weak intelledls, and fuffered himfelf to be 
mifled by D. Arar, an impoftor, who was flain, not- 
withftanding his intereft with the caliph. After bis 
death, animpoftor,nartiedHamzah,fucceeded him, 
and from him arofe a new religion, oppofite to all 
others, which was that of the Drufi, little known to 
us, but which he had blended with a vaft number 
of extravagant notions not worth repeating. 

Hakem declared himfelf an enemy both to the 
Jews and Chriftians, as the only fedts that oppofed 
his do&rines. He ordered the former to wear a 
mark, by which they might be known : he caufed 
their fynagogues to be demolifhed, and forced 
them, by fcourges, to quit their religion, and to 
turn Drufi. But being inconftant in difpofition, he 
quickly changed his opinion, and permitted them 
to return to their old religion . This prince died in 
the year ioa6, in Egypt, where he had reigned. 
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State of the Jews in Spain. Account of Mofes ^ fwnamed 
Clad with a Sack. The Talmud tranflated into Ara- 
bic. Revolutions in the caliphjbip.. R. Samuel Levi 
chief of the Jews. Perfecuted in Granada. Men of 
learning in the eleventh century. The languages and 
fciences generally cultivated. Few learned men in 
France. R. Gerfon and his difciples. 

THE divifions and wars that troubled Spain, du- 
ring the tenth century, afforded the Jews of 
this country great trauquillity. Abdalla, who was 
caliph there, had the mortification to fee his uncle 
rebel againft him, and make powerful efforts to 
wreft the empire out of his hands. But being de- 
feated, he was obliged to take fan&uary among the 
Chriftians, where he caufed himfelf to be baptifed, 
purchafing his quiet and life by a feigned convcr- 
fion. AbderamusIII. often entered the territories 
of Chriftian kings, and fought many bloody battles, 
which vcere not advantageous to either party, be- 
caufe each claimed the victory, and re-aflembling 
their forces, foon after profecuted the war with new 
vigour. Thisprince, who reigned above fifty years, 
had at laft fo reduced the number of his enemies, 
that they could find no foldiers. They propofed to 
purchafe a truce, or to retire before his army, which 
amounted to eighty thoufand ftrong. But the boldeft 
counfel having prevailed, the Chriftians, who were 
but an handful of men, encountered them with that 
refolutton, that the Arabians betook themfelves to 
flight, leaving the field of battle with their fpoils. 
His fon Hakem renewed the war, and befieged the 
city of Leon ; but the inhabitants defended them- 
felves fo vigoroufly that he was forced to raife the 
fiege. Hefcham had the famous Almanfor for his 



convinced that their old caliph was alive, brought 
him out of his prifbn, and reftored him to the throne. 
But he fell from it a fecond time, by a new commo- 
tion that happened at Toledo and Corduba. He 
quitted Spain, and went to live in Africa, after a 
reign of thirty-three years. Such was the condi- 
tion of the Arabians in Spain,' who werfc continuallv 
at war with the Chriftians; and who, befides thefe 
wars, were divided, and in frequent rebellions a- 
gainft their caliph* 

Neither were the Chriftians more at reft* Ordoiri, Sraceof 
king of Leon^had exafperated Caftile, that it re- d a c ns Chrif ' 
folved, after his death, to form itfelf into a repub- 
lic. To that end it actually divided the govern- 
ment between two perfons, one whereof took care 
of the civil policy, and the other had the command 
of military affairs. Froila the Cruel drew upon him 
the hatred of the people by the barbarity of his 
reign, which lafted not above fourteen months. 
Divifion entered into the family of Chriftian princes 
as* well as the Arabians. In the reign of Ramides 
a new divifion happened, which forced him to give 
up part of Caftile to his uncle, and the city Com- 
poftella for his capital. He prefently named a per- 
fon of quality to be bifiiop of it : but his fcandalous 
mifconduA caufinghis explufion, his father called 
in the Arabians to reftore him. This kindled a 
civil war, and Compoftella was often taken and 
retaken. 

Befides thofe learned doctors who were natives Accountof 
of Spain, Providence furniflied the Jews with a fa- j fu * - 
mous one, viz. Mofes, furnamed Clad with a Sack. Clad in a 
This man having left the eaft, and being taken by Sackt 
corfairs, and carried with his fon upon the coaft of 
Spain, was ranfomed by the Jews of Corduba. This 
was done out of charity, without any knowledge 
of his merit. By putting himfelf in the corner of a 
fchool, as a layman and a beggar, who had no other 
than a fack, wherewith he wrapped himfelf up to 
cover his nakednefs, he argued fo profoundly upon 
all the queftions that were propofed, that the pre- 
fident of the fchool yielded his place to him. He 
was created chief of the nation with a goodfalary. 
But having great inclination to die in his country, 
he refolved to return thither; though the caliph 
would not fuffer him, for reafons of ftate. The 
Talmud was then very little known in Spain ; and 
when any controverfy arofe, the fynagouges fent 
their deputies to Bagdad to have them decided. 
Hakem, who was caliph in Spain, and did not like 
his fubjedts palling frequently into the eaft, where 
the Abbaflides, the enemies of his houfe, reigned, 
and who had deftroyed it, was highly gratified by 
Mofes' teaching the Talmud to the Spaniards. He 
retained him in order to flop the courfe of the de- 
putations, which gave him, perhaps, fome fufpi- 
cioH. Mofes reigned a long time ; and Enoch, his 
fon, afcended his throne* 

Thus it is the hlftorians change a judicial feat into 
a throne, the authority whereof extended but over 
fome fugitives, and was purely precarious. 

Hefcham II. king of Corduba, whom the Jews Talmua 
call Afchafez, did more than his father; for he or- ,"^ fl ^ a 
dered the Talmud to be tranflated in Arabic, either 5c? 
from curiofity to learn what was in a book .fo cried 
up by the Jews, or to make it more common in the 
nation, in order to prevent the pilgrimages to Bag- 
dad and Jerufalem. 

R. Jofeph undertook this great work, and very 
fuccefsfully accomplifhed it: but he grewfo haughty 
upon it, that he could no longer bear Enoch fiiould 
be preferred to him to be chief of the nation. He 
broke with him : their divifion made a noife : the 
lynagogues engaged in it : but Enoch had the more 
numerous party. Jofeph was excommunicated. He 
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appealed to the king; but flcfcbam would not med- 
dle whh this affair, cither out of policy, orbccailfe 
living in dependence upon 1m haged, or grand 
cbainbcrlaiii, he was not at liberty to proted his fa- 
vourites. Jofcph, being deprived of the preftc&ion 
he expc&cd from court, left Spain, and took the 
road to Bagdad, where he thought to find a retreat 
near the famous Hay ; but he gave him to under- 
ftand, that he could not receive him, bec^ufe he was 
excommunicated by the Spanifli fynagogues. He 
remained therefore at Damafcus, where he died, 
without being able to procure a revocation of the 
fentence which had been pronounced againft him. 

The divifions of the Saracens increafed more and 

tiopin the more in Spain during the eleventh century. There 
coii^hshiy. j )ac j been a j on g t j me a j e fig n to dethrone that 

branch of the Ommiades which reigned there. 
Their weaknefs had fo difgufted the people, that, 
after they had changed their mafter, they fworc ne- 
ver to admit any man more of that family. The 
ufurpers were not much more fuccefsful, For the 
people were quickly involved in a new fearch of a 
fovereign. Oneof theOmmiades, who furvivedthe 
ruin of his houfe, offered himfelf to them. They 
reprefented to him, that, by attempting to afcend 
the throne, he incurred certain death. But ambi- 
tion overcame love of life : cc Kill me to-morrow, 
(faid he,) provided you make me this day a king. 

r Samuel The revolutions in Spain were advantageous to 
Levi chict* the Jews : for R. Samuel Levi became fecretary and 
je\v»!" mini tier of ftate to the king of Granada, who after- 
wards made him prince of his nation, and he em- 
ployed his credit at court in protecting it . He even 
fcattered his bounties among foreigners ; for the 
African, Egyptian, and Babylonian doctors were 
his penlioners. The Jews had the fatisfadion to 
fee his fon fucceed him in his polls ; and the only 
thing which moderated their joy was the haughti- 
nefsof this young man, whole riches had rendered 
him proud ; whereas his father had preferved his 
humility in his greateft exaltation. 

perfecutci But an unexpected turn of affairs difturbed the 
inGranaJa repofe and tranquillity they enjoyed. J ofeph Hal- 
levy, one of the learned men of that age, fetupfor 
a converter of the MufTulmen. The tranflatmn of 
the Talmud into Arabic, which was made fome 
years before, facilitated this defign, though it mis- 
carried. The king of Granada could not bear this 
infult offered to the eftablifhed religion ; fo that the 
Jewifli rabbi was put into prifon, and afterwards to 
death. The pcrfecution began by the king's order, 
in which fifteen hundred families in this one king- 
dom greatly differed. This calamity was the more 
icnfxbly felt, becaufe profperity had made them 
rich and powerful. They were apprehenfive lell the 
neighbouring king's fhould imitate fo dreadful an 
example : but the violence was foon flopped, and 
went no farther than the kingdom of Granada. 

They would have undergone a more fevere and 
deftru&ive opprefllon under king Ferdinand, who, 
at the inftigation of his begotted wife, wasgoino-to 
fandtify his war againft the Saracens by the extii pa- 
tion of the Jews, had not the bifhops, and even the 
pope, (Alexander II.) put a flop to his furious zeal, 
by publicly oppofing and condemning it. But what 
mod probably extricated them out of all danger 
from that monarch and his fucceflbr was, the revo- 
lution w hich the Moors occasioned in Africa ; in con- 
Sequence of which Al}>honfo, diftreffed on every 
lide, found himfelf obliged to befriend and carefs, 
inftead of opprefling them, in order to procure their 
money and afliftance. Accordingly they were pro- 
moted by him to confiderable ports, and obtained 
fuch other privileges, that Pope Gregory quite dif- 
approved of them. 



Peter I. his grand fon, had not more regard to 
exhortations of Nicolas of Valencia. The cru£__ 
being publifhed inSpain, as in other Chriftian king> 
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queir or foreign enemies fo 
far, wlien he had fo many at home ; and added, that 



the Jews had fuch an inveterate ham* cl to the Chrif- 
trtatis, that they never met them wit Jh'ouc denoun- 
cing curfes on their heads, with many-other articles 
as abfurd and ridiculous ; to which the king, who 
was averfe to perfecution, only lertt a deaf ear. 
However, the moderation of this j^rince did not 
fave the Jews from being maflacred Uy thecrufaders 
in feveral other parts of Spain. 

Not witbftanding thefe perfections, this country Men of 
had abundance of Jewifli do&ors in the eleventh J^^w 
century. Samuel Cophni, born at Corduba, pub- vemheeo. 
liflied a commentary upon the Pen.tateuch, the.ma- tnTy ' 
nufcript whereof is in the Vatican library* Tbofe 
that have read it efteem it as a fine piece, but con- 
fefs it has a great many allegori es. He had a dif- 
pute with a divine of his uatio n, and died in the 
year 1034. 

At that time appeared the five Ifaacs. One of 
them was called Ifaac Alphefi, as coming out of 
Africa, from the kingdom of Fez, into Spain. He 
palled for one of the moftlearracd men of his time, 
and became prince of the exile in Spain. His epi- 
taph, written in fpondaic verfe, which fliews that at 
that time they obferved quantity, after the manner 
of the Greeks and Latins, was a moil noble one. 
The fecond of the Ifaacs was the (on of Baruch. 
He derived his genealogy from the ancient Baruch, 
Jeremy's fecretary; and pretended that his family, 
which came into Spain in Titus's time, had fiibfifted 
there till then. He under ftood Latin, Greek, and 
Arabic. He had fludicd the mathematics, and was 
fb eminent in this fcience, that the king of Granada, 
called the mathematician for his paflionate love 
of it, fent for him to court to be inftructed by him. 
He was received there with fuch applaufc,and lived 
with fuch fatisfa£tion with the African Saracens, 
that he became unmindful of his country, and con- 
tinued there to his deaths which happened in the 
year 1004. He had a violent quarrel with .the fir ft 
of the Ifaacs, fu roamed Alphefi. They could not 
be reconciled whilft they lived : but, at the hour of " 
death, one of them gave an example of repentance, 1 
and the other of charity. Iitaac, the fon of Baruch, 
died firft ; and finding himfelf ill, fent his fon to beg 
his enemy's pardon, and to throw himfelf into his 
arms, as into thofe of a patron and a faithful friend. 
The fon obeyed: Alphefi received him into his 
houfe, treated him as a child, and continued 
teaching him, to his death, the myfleries of the 
law. i 



Another more general divifion foon arofe. The 
learned rabbins multiplying in Spain, in the ele- 
venth century, gave birth to many controverfies 
refpedting the ftudy of the fciences, whereof the 
Talmud if ts defigned to rob their fcholars, to oblige 
them to an implicit fubmiffion to their principles. 
They maintained that the fludy of languages, and Their oa. 
the human fciences, was condemned from the etti-" w a 
peror Titus's time, left the people, difperfed a- 
mong the nations, fhould be drawn itato their idola- 
try, by the charms of the politenefs of their wri- 
tings. The Poftille, annexed to the text of the Mif- 
nah, contains a maledidtioti pronounced againft him 
who keeps fwine, or teaches his fon Greek; as if it 
w as equally impure to feed an unclean beafl, and to 
give men a good education. 

Thefe laws were not always religioufly obferved. Theim- 
It was impoffible for tile Jews who dwelt in Egypt ggT 
not to fpeak Greek ; for thofe of Rome not to un- generally 
derftand Latin ; and for the Spaniards, mingled $ tival ' 
with the Saracens, not to make a continual ufe of 
Arabic. R. Salomon, who taught at Barcelona, 
in the eleventh century, prevailed fo far as to have 
thofe rigorous decrees of the fathers tempered ; but 
he durft not abolifh them. He pronounced an ana- 
thema, and fentence of excommunication, againil 
all that began to ftudy Greek before twenty years 
of ao-e. The bounds being once removed, R.Mar 
fet himfelf above the anathema, which Salomon had 
decreed againft the young ftudents, and reftored 
them to a full liberty. They applied themfelves 
therefore to the languages, mathematics, and other 

fciences, which produced a confiderablenumber of 
great men. 
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France was not fo fruitful in famous rabbins as 
ir eflr icani- Spain ; and we might even complain of its barren- 
priw. nefs during all the centuries which we have exa- 
mined, there being not above five or fix do&ors to 

The molt fa- 



be found who were of any note 
nious was R. Gerfon, whom fome will have to be 
^'tPbUdTr- born in Germany, at Mentz. However, he was a 
"plei" Frenchman, or, at leaft, publifhed his book of Con- 
stitutions there. It is probable he had lefs refpedt 
paid him in his life-time than after his death ; for 
they hefitated a long time about the reception of 
his collection of laws, which began not to be in 
vogue till the middle of the thirteenth century. 
He was afterwards called the Light of the French 
Captivity. 

One of his chief difciples was Jacob, the fon of 
Jekar, a great mufician, and who deeply ftudied 
cafes of conference. The fucceeding dodtors con- 
ftantly quote his decifions with approbation ; and 
they are receivedas laws that cannot be tranfgrefled 
without criminality. It is faid he died the fame 
year as his matter. Solomon, who had ftudied un- 
der thefe two great mafters, made fome figure. 
Chronologers arenot agreed, however, upon this ar- 
ticle : for fome make him. ftudy in the year 1 140, 
in the middle of the twelfth century ; and others 
make him die thirty-five years before. 

He had another famous difciple, whprn the law- 
yers call Albarcellonita. This was Judas, a Barce- 
lona dodtor, who wrote a treatife upon the privileges 
of women. He publifhed another upon the times, 
whereinhehiftorically recounted the different ways 
the Jews had reckoned the times. Their firft epo- 
cha was that of their departure from Egypt. They 
began another at the creation of a king, becaufe 



the form of their government was then changed. 
There was a third upon Alexander the Great's en- 
tering into Jerufalera, which was followed to the 
tenth century of the Chriftian church. For Sche- 
rira, who lived at that time, obliged his nation to 
calculate the years from the creation of the world* 
He alfo publifhed fermons. 

Mofes Hadarfcian, that is to fay, the Preacher, 
was alfo one of Gerfon's difciples. They began at 
that time to make fermons in the fy nagogues, which 
had been much negledled hitherto ; and perhaps 
Gerfon introduced this cuftom, fince wefindtwo of 
his difciples who became famous by their preach- 
ing. Mofes, who came from Narbonne, was doubt- 
lefsthemoft eloquent, having the title of preacher 
given him by way of excellency. This rabbi lived 
in the middle of the eleventh century, and died in 
the year 1070, with the glory of leaving the famous 
Salomon the lunatic his difciple. 
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Pfeudo-Jofephus, a native of France, in this century. 
f is hi (lory fabulous. Jews in Hungary. Their fiat e 

Protected by the emperor. 



in Germany and Bohemia. 
Majfacred by the crufadei 



fecond crufade 



A S we are treating of the French rabbies of this 
fphus^-tV century, we muft not omit the author of the 
tiveo f pretended hiftory of Jofip Ben Garion, whom the 
Jews have fubftituted for the Greek hiftorian Jofe- 
* phus. This Jewifh impoftor, to gain the greater 
credit with his readers, begins with giving himfelf 
out for a royal prince and prieft of the Jewifh na- 
tion, in whofe perfon Providence had united thofe 
two dignities to war againft their enemies. He calls 
himfelf the Jofephus full of the fpirit of wifdom and 
underftanding, of counfel, fortitude, knowledge, 
and of fear of the Lord, who Sacrificed his life 
for the fandtuary and for his nation. v He facriligi- 
oully adds, that one of his foldiers one day cried 
aloud to him, " Thou art the man of God. Blelfed 
" be the God of Ifrael, who hath created the foul 
" that animates thee, and hath endowed thee with 
" fuch extraordinary wifdom." And when taken by ] 



• the Romans, their army afked each other with tears, 
' u Is that the perfon fo admired among the Jews, 
4t and fo dreaded by the llomans ? How is he 
caught, who was alone once able to fill our army 
44 with terror, and hath fpread throughout the uni- 
44 verfe the fame of his valiant deeds ?" Titus him- 
felf was no lefs taken with his perfon and courage, 
and raifed him above all the priefts and Levites of 
his nation. 

His impofture fucceeded fo well, by his pirating, hu hiftory 
from the Greek and original Jofephus, fuch fafts ,ab «*°" s - 
as were to his purpofe,mifreprefenting, and adding 
others, and couching his hiftory -4n the Hebrew 
tongue, that the Greek copy became not only 
negle&ed, but fufpicious, and at length rejected as a 
forgery by thofe of his nation. So that we need not 
wonder if many of them have been deceived by it, 
and extolled it to the ikies. But as this author and 
his hiftory have been fully confuted by feveral able 
and authentic writers, and the many falfhoods, 
contradictions, andabfurdities, which plainly prove 
its forgery, amply exploded, we fhall therefore pro - 
ceed with a detail of the Jewifh affairs as they were 
circumftanced in other nations in Europe. 

We begin to find them flourifhing in Hungary jews in 
towards the latter end of the eleventh century, when Hun 8 ar >'- 
Ladiflaus, "who then reigned, convened a fynod,in 
which were made feveral regulations, importing, 
that if a Jew fliould marry, or, as the aft words 
it, " fibi affociaverit" a Chriftian woman, or buy a 
Chriftian flave, they fliould be fet at liberty, and 
the price given for them be confifcatcd tothe bifhop. 
His fon Coloman being come to the throne, forbad 
them, by a new law, to ufe the Chriftian flaves; but 
permitted them to buy and cultivate lands, on con- 
dition they ufed no other than Pagan flaves; and 
fettled only in fuch places as were under the jurif- 
diftion of a bifhop. Thefe two laws file w the Jews 

to have been numerous and powerful in that king- 
dom* 

The Jewifh nation was extremely multiplied in Their ftate 
Germany ; it had even built fy nagogues in moft of ' n n y f n e d ™£ 
the considerable cities, particularly in Triers, Co- hernia, 
logne and Mentz. It had penetrated even to Fran- 
conia. This people pafled from thence into Bohe- 
mia ; where, in the eleventh century, they perform- 
ed fuch confiderable fervices to the Chriftians, a- 
gainft the irruptions of the barbarians, that they 
were allowed the privilege of a fynagogue. They 
entered into Hungary. It is faid they were terrified 
by a variety of prodigies, which happened at the 
beginning of the eleventh century ; and fearing 
the end of the world was at hand, they turned 
Chriftians. Thefe prodigies, however, had not 
converted fuch numbers of them, but that many 
were difpofed to afts of violence and outrage. 

A prieft, named Gotefcal, put himfelf at the head 
of fifteen thoufand banditti he had got together in 
Germany, and declared war againft the Jews. So 
piousa pretence procured him the veneration of the 
people, and the protection of kings. He over-ran 
Franconia in alittle time 5 from whence he pafled 
into Hungary, where he had, at firft, an entire li- 
berty toexercife his cruelties ; but when it was per- 
ceived, that, under the pretence of religion, thisar my 
plundered and ravifhed the wives of the Chriftians 
as well as the Jews, they furprized them in their de- 
baucheries, and Gotefcal was flain, with the be ft 
part of his troops. So tragical an end, however, hin- 
dered not the count of Linenguen from making the 
fame attempt. He ravaged a part of Germany, by 
declaring himfelf a perfecutor of the Jews ; but at- 
tempting to pals into Hungary, found the patfage 
flopped. Being rcfolved to force it,hc vigoronfiy at- 
tacked thofe that kept it ; and, elated with fuccefs, 
had already divided the kingdom with his confpira- 
tors ; when the Hungarians, attacking them unex- 
pectedly, as they were deliberating, put them to the 
rout. The emperor Henry, who was then at Ra- 
tifbonne, declared himfelf in favour of the Jews, Protcfte 
reftored them to the places from whence thev had by the L 
been expelled, and made their plundcrders refund. f Vfor - 
This indemnification occasioned frefh complaints. 
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and accufations, as they were charged with having 
magnified their lolfes, in order to enrich themfelves 
by a more plentiful reititution. 

The crufades rekindled a frcfli zeal againfl the 
Jews. They complain that thefe votaries, patting 
through Colognc,Mcntz, Wormes,and Spiers, com- 
mitted a maflacre, from the month of April till 
July, in w hich were dabbed and drowned five thou- 
sand perfons ; and that the number of thofe who were 
forced to abjure the religion of their fathers can- 
not be afcertained. They do not exaggerate the 
matter ; on the contrary, hidorians amplify the 
number, with the addition of hideous circum- 
ftances. They alfcrt that fourteen hundred of them 
were burnt at Mentz ; and that, from the refideaee 
and difordcr which happened on that occafion, half 
the city was reduced to afhes. Thofe ofWormes at 
fird retired to the bifhop ; but he would not receive 
them, unlefs they turned Chridians. The people 
fufferedthemnot to deliberate long: forae embraced 
Chridianity, which they abjured as foon as the form 
was over ; and others dedroyed themfelves. Some- 
thing like this happened at Triers. The women., 
feeing the crufaders coming, murdered their own 
children, faying, " Jt were better to fend them thus 
into Abraham's bofom, than to abandon them to 
the Chridians." Others, laden with don esj threw, 
themfelves into the river, and were drowned ; and 
fome fled to the bifhop's cadle. Egilbert, who.re- 
fided in it, preached them a fermon, by which they 
were apparently converted ; but the year following 
all of them, except one, relapfed into Judaifm. The 
bifhop of Spire had more humanity ; for he not 
only protected the fugitives, but caufed fome of 
their perfecutors tobe hanged. This mifchief went 
fo far, that the Bavarian annalids reckon twelve 
thoufand that died in that country; and others 
affirm, that the number of thofe who perifhed in 
Germany wasalraod incredible. 

Another crufade was publifhed fifty years after. 
Rodolphus, who was commiffioned to preach it up 
on the banks of the Rhine, did it with great fuccefs. 
As it was one of the articles of his religion and his 
doftrine, that the enemies of Chridianity were fird 
to be taken off, and thofe dabbed who were near at 
hand, before they went to feek them in foreign 
lands, the people were inflamedbyhis exhortations: 
but the mafTacre was not fo great as defigned, be- 
caufe part of them took their flight betimes, and re- 
tired to Nuremberg, and other cities depending 
upon the emperor, under whole protection they 
found more fecurity. We mud do judice to St. 
Bernard, and acknowledge that Rodolphus's doc- 
trine did not pleafe him. He wrote to the arch- 
bifhop of Mentz, whom this hermit had inflamed 
by his preaching, to prove to him, that he ought to 
look upon the perfecution of the Jews as inhuman ; 
and therefore he advifed that he might be fent 
back to hisdefcrt. 

4 

Nevcrthelefs, the flame was fpread far and near 
by his trumpeters, not only in Germany, but inmod 
other parts of Europe, and great numbers of Jews 
were maffacred, if we may credit their chronolo- 
gers, while others, being driven into defpair by 
the cruelties they were likely to undergo, put an 
end to their own exidence. With thefe perfec- 
tions ended the eleventh century. 
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eaflern parts. 
Jews in Egypt. At Tyre. Peculiar 
fiitions. Jews in Jerufalem. In upper Galilee, 
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rnia, &c. In Prance. The holy ajfembly of luneL 
General remarks upon the whole, R. Pet acinars ac- 
count of the Jews in Tartary and Nineveh, in Bag- 
dad. Of their chiefs. Perfecution in Perfia. 
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WITH refpect to the date of the 
ealt during the twelfth century, 
oblige to refer, as the bed guide we can procure, to pfjj& 
Benjamin, furnamed of Tudela, a city of Navarre, charaa?/ 
the pla.ee of his nativity, who tells us that he had * nd,rarelr 
yifited mod of thefe parts. His accounts, indeed,, 
fometimes appear fabulous; nor has he fcrupled.to 
interlard them with abfurd and incredible dories 
to raife the credit of his nation. 

Our author informsus, that he found feVeral con- 
fiderable fynagogues, and a number of Jews, who 
lived there at eafe, and enjpyed the liberty of their 
religion unmoleded. That the city of Pcthora, upon accoant » 
the b^nks of the Euphrates, contained 4000 Jews. 

He found another 7000 alfo at Almofal, which 
anfwers to the ancient Nineveh ; the one having 
been built from the ruins of the other, upon the 
oppofite bank of the Tigris, and being only fepa- 
rated by a bridge. There was Zaccheus, a descen- 
dant of the houfe of David. There was alfo a fa- 

- • • 

mous adronomer, called Beren Alpherec, who fer- 
ved as a chaplain to king Zin-Aldin. It may feem 
drange that a Jew fhould officiate as chaplain to a 
MufTulman ; for Zin-Aldin was of that religion, 
and brother tq Noraldin, king of Syria,, whom the 
Muflulmen reverence, not only as one of their mod 
illudrious conquerors, but as ope of their greated 
faints. But perhaps this Jewifli adronomer did 
not fcrupuloufly weigh the difference of religions, 
but conformed his own to that of the prince he 
ferved, as their nation are fo apt to temporize. 

Benjamin, before he arrived at Bagdad, pafled 
through Rohobod, where he found IO00 perfons of 
his nation. Carchemis, famous for the defeat of 
Pharaoh Nachor, and iituate upon the banks of the 
Euphrates, contained five hundred. Pundebita was 
but two days journey from hence. But this city, 
fo well known, had changed its name, being then 
called Aliobari, or Alnebar. He difcovercd here 
fome footdeps of the grandeur of his nation ; for 
there was the tomb of Bodenai, that prince of the 
captivity who had married a daughter of the king 
of Perfia. He obferved alfo thofe of two illudri- 
ous doctors, with the fynagogues they had built be- 
fore their death ; but it was no longer that flourifb- Se«a£. 
ing academy of fcholars whofe chiefs had been fo y^ Poa * 
famous in former ages: there was only aooo Jews ? lt * 
in it, fome of whom applied themfelves to the Itudy 
of the law. 

■ 

The fame fate had befallen that of Sora ; of which 
the author is content to revive the remembrance, 
and call to mind, that many heads of the captivity, 
defcended from the houfe of David, had taken up 
their refidence there. He only celebrates the city 
and academy of Nahardea. He obferves alfo of 
Nahardea, that its fchools were demoliflied, and 
the doctors had retired into the wed. 

The authors of the Talmud, and the excellent ; 
doctors, were no longer found at Sora and Punde- 
bita, in Benjamin's time ; nor even in other places, 
where there were dill many Jews. 

The Perfians afcribe great antiquity to this capi- 
tal. It was built by Almanfor, and afterwards be- 
came the refidence of the fucceeding caliphs. Ben- 
jamin gives a magnificent defcription of their palace 

and city. The reigning caliph was in veded with a 
fupreme, and even defpotic, authority. He kept his 
brothers chained in their refpective palaces, becaufe 
they had confpired againdhim. His fubjects hardly 
ever fa w him, though he was very affable to others. 
The pilgrims that pafled that way carnedly defired 
a fight of him; but, inflead of fhewing himfelf, he 
caufed a Ikirt of his robe to be hung upon the win- 
dow, that every one might fee it ; and a herald cried 
out, u Go in peace ; for our Lord, the light of the 
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Ifhmaclites, is favourable to you." 
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CiHpbj* He was fuprctxic in rcclcfiaftical as well as civil 
{JjSwlu authority. The people believed liim almoft equal 
t* tte"' to Mahomet ; and he held the fame rank among the 

MuiTulmcn, as the pope has among the Chrifhans. 
At the fad of Ramadan he came out of his palace, 
dad infumptuous attire, having, amongother arti- 
cles, apiece of black cloth upon hishead, to fignify, 
that all his glory was only vanity, and that joy was 
quiqkly changed into forrow. He was attended by 
all the great officers of his court, and a vaft multi- 
tude at people, who came thtft day from far to have 
the.fatisfa&ion of feeing hirii. When he arrived at 
the oratory, near the gate of the city, and had re- 
ceived the acclamations of the people, he kifled his 
robe to giv.e a bleffing, and afcending into a lobby 
of the chape], expounded the Mahometan law to 
them. He then killed a camel, piecesof which he 
diftributed to his principal officers, who looked 
upon it as an extraordinary favour. The' ceremony 
beingover, the caliph returned alone to his palace, 
by the banks of the Tigris, which were covered 
with thoufands of barks ; and the ground he had 
trod was held fo facred, that no one durft walk in 
the place where he had fet the fole of his foot. 

« 

* 

jew fa- It was under the prote&ion of the caliph Mo- 

}oared at r * 



Rph Mow 



flanged, who reigned ten years, that the Jews then 
ieriheca- lived peaceably ai Bagdad. He efteemed them, and 

had many in his fervice. He perfectly underftood 
their language, and wrote it ; and had alfo fome 
knowledge of their law. There were but a thou- 
fand Jewifh inhabitants, in this city : and the error 
of Ifaac, the fon of Arma, who fays there were many 
thoufand Jews, would be deemed a grofs one, were 
we not accu domed to find thefe Jewifh writers mag- 
nify whatever contributes to the glory of the fyna- 
gogue. If there were few inhabitants, there were 
yet twenty-eight fynagogues,and ten tribunals, or 
councils ; at the head whereof were ten eminent per- 
fons, employed only upon the affairs of the nation, 
and called the ten Otiofi, or Idlers. Above thefe 
ten was the head of the captivity. He that had then 
that poft was a defcendant of David, and his 
name was Daniel. The Jews gave him the title of 
Lord ; and the Mahometans that of Lord, the Son 
of David. His authority extended over all the 
Jews which were in the dominions of the caliph r , 
from Syria to the Iron Gates and the Indies. Our 
author reprefents this prince of the captivity as a 
kind of fo vereign ; for theMahometans were obliged 
to refpeft him as well as the Jews ; and he that, 
meeting him on the road, refufed to rife and falute 
him, received an hundred ftripes. The nation was 
obliged to have their teachers and dodtors from him, 
who gave the impofition of hands. That he might 
fupport his dignity, the merchants of his nation 
raifed an impoft in the fairs, and paid him a kind of 
tribute. Some proviilons were alfo fen t him from the 
remote provinces. Daniel, befides this, had his pa- 
trimony and lands that were given him. He kept a 
table ; and had hofpitals, where we maintained the 
poor. But he was forced to purchafe this grandeur 
and liberty, by a tribute paid to the caliph, and by 
rich prefents to the principal officers of his court. 

I 

Bdiiof TM S obfervation is of great moment, not only be- 
keapii. caufe it (hews that there was (till a prince of the 
Si«the captivity in the twelfth century, though they had 
^pb. been abolifhed an hundred years before, but far- 
ther, we learn, that this head of the captivity had 
only a povver borrowed from the caliph, which he 
did not exercifc till he had received impofition of 
hands from the infidel prince. 

The Je widi rabbies, who pretended that thofe 
eaftern chiefs were independent of any other mo- 
narchs, and ftili retained the power of life and 
death, have left no (tone unturned to prove that fa- 
vourite point ; infomuch that Origen himfclf be- 
lieved that thofe Aflyrian monarchs, under whom 
they lived, being content with their fubje&ion 
and dependence, allowed them to govern their 
people according to their own laws, and to inflicSt 
even death on the guilty ; and proved it not only 
from the apocryphal book of Sufanna againft Afri- 
eanns, hut from more receat inftances under the 



Roman emperors, after the cleflrd&ioti df the titri- 
pie by Titus. He has beeri followed by others, 

both ancient and iriddern/ tvho pret*rid,they Had a 
power to raife a tribute oil the natiori, and to ptinifh 
recufants, as well as other criminals, with death. 

* 

Leaving the province of Bagdad* Benjamin ptf A {SErtdU 
fed through Refcn, where be found nfcar five thou- era para.* 
fand Jews, who performedthfcirdevotionsiri a great 
fynagogue. He proceeded towards the ancient 
Babylon, where was Nebuehodonofor's palace, 
grown the habitation of owls and reptiles.* But 
fome leagues from. thence were a thoufand Jews,* 
who faid their prayers in the palace which Daniel 
built for his oratory 4 Hila is but five miles from 
it,, where there are four lynagogues* and ten thou- 
fand Jews. A little farther were difcovered the 
foundations of tbe : ancient tower ; of, Babel, built 
immediately after the flood. At length he came to 
the tomb of Ezekiel, upon the banks of tie river EzcWer* 
Chobar, where thefe wete fixty towers, with a fy- coab " 
nagogue in each of them. Nfcar this place is anar- 
ther edifice, built by Jectinias, when Evil-rnerodach 
gave him his liberty. This palace fronts t 
phrateson one fide, land has the Chobar on the o- 
ther; Thirty-five thoufand Jews were Employed 
in this great work for the fervice of their prince. 
His picture was ftill feeii in the roof, and thofe of 
all the officers who accompanied him ; and Ezekiel 
brings up the rear. This prophet's tomb, which 
was preferved, drew people from all. parts. The 
heads of the captivity viuted.it every year with a 
numerous train* It was a. place of devotion, not 
only for tfye Jews, but for the Perfians, the Medes,* 
and abundance of MufTuImen, who came to bring, 
their prefents, and pay their vows at the fyna- 
gogue. They reverence it as a facred thing ; and 
therefore no military perfons, whether vanquUhed 
or vi&orious, ever touch it. A lamp burnt night 
and day upon this tomb ; and t,hc head of the capti- 
vity, and of the couufels of Bagdad^ furniflied oil* 
There is a rich library ; and. all that die without 
iffiie augment it by fending their books. Here was 
alfo feen the original of Ezekiel's prophecies, writ- 
ten with, as they pretended, his dwnhand. 



♦ 



• Gbufa had for fome time been the capital city of j cw , i n 
the caliphs ; but they had changed their relide'nce. E syp li 
HQwever,Benjamin coming there, found nearfeven 
thoufand Jews, .who had but one lynagogue. 

* - • # • 

Egypt is one of thofe places where the Jews have 
refidedlongeft; they were numerous in the twelfth 
century, when Benjamin paid them a vifit. He 
computes thirty thoufand of them in one fingle 
city upon the frontiers of Ethiopia, which he calls 
Chouts; He faw two thoufand Jews, and two fy- 
nagogues, at Mifraliin, at prelum Grand Cairo. 
There wasfomc divifioii among thofe thatinhabited 
it. The occafion wasfrivolous ; for fome who came' 
from Judaea, dividing each fe<ftion of the law, fin i fil- 
ed the reading of it but once in three years ; whilft 
the other ancient inhabitants of Egypt read it all in 
one; as was done in Spain, and other places. Here' 
refided the head of all the fynagogues of the coun- 
try, who created the do&ors, and fupported the in- 
tereft of the nation with the caliph. 

* ■ 1 ' , 1 ' m ■ 

Oar traveller was far from forgettipg the land of 
Gofhen, where the Ifraelites dwelt fo long. He 
thought he could obferve fome trails of their an- 
cient buildings.. Many Jews were retired thither j 
two hundred were in one place, 'five huridred hi 
another, and near three thoufand in the city of 
Gbflien; as many at Alexandriai and very few at 

Damietta. 

The reft he reprefents as difperfed in all the other 
provinces and towns of Egypt in great numbers, 
though vaftly fhort of what they oneewere, when 
the fingle city of Alexandria was reckoned to con- 
tain an hundred thoufand of thofe people. 



We 



Our author went to 



Tyre, where he found four hundred of his nation,; 
moft of whom were glaf s-makers. This was 3 pro- 
fitable trade, becaufe theTyrian glafs was then in 
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great cftccm, and tranfportcd far and nearby the 

fca-faring Jews. However, there were fomc that 
were learned, particularly in the Talmud j and of 
thefe an Egyptian, called R. Ephraim, wasthemoft 
eminent. 

The Samarianshad abandoned their capital city ; 
but there were twohundred at Cefarea, andanhun- 
dred atShechem, which they made the feat of their 
religion. They had priefts defcended from Aaron, 
who never matched into other families, that they 
might more certainly prcferve the fucceffion of the 
„ r priefthood. They offer facrilices upon Mount Ge- 

Peculiar fu- J « . • n.i-ri »• rx i/i* 1 

perftition. rizim in all their lolemii realts : and afnrm, that 

their altar was buil t with the ftones.the tribesplaced 
in the Jordan, when they pafled this river under 
Joflma's conduct. They are very fuperftitious about 
wafhings, and the choice of their cloaths : they re- 
ligioufly prefervc thofe which they wear in the (yna- 
gogue, and never put them on on other days. 

It is aftoni(hi|ig that Jcrufalcni, where Gpd bad 
oj\ce fixed his temple apd name, which the. Jews 
ought to confider ag his habitation, was almoin en- 
jew? in tirely abandoned by that ijatioji. Our author found 
jcmfaicm. nQC ;a b ove two hundred perfons, \yho were, for the 

,Qioft part, dyers jof wopj, and every year purchjifed 
t}\c privilege <>f the monopoly of that trade. Th<ey 
lived all together under Payid's tower, and made 
theve a very metf/i fig.ure. 

If Jerufalem had fo few Jews in it, the reft of the 
Holy Land was ftill more depopulated. Benjamin 
found two of them in one city, and twenty in ano- 
ther; moft of whom were dyers, fie fays, that 
ScKunem was one of the cities t hat had the Westell 
number, wherein he reckoned three hundred. 



r 



In Upper 
Galilee, 



Afcalon, built fome leagues from that, and of 
which the Holy Scripture often fpeaks, as belong- 
ing; to the Philiftines, contained five hundred and 
fifty-three perfons : the'greateft number was made 
of Samariahs ; the lead of the Garaites, who reject- 
ed traditions j'dhd the reft wereTalmudifts. 

. • • • 

It was in Upper Galilee that the nation was in 

greateft repute after the ruin' of JeruHiIeinv for the 
Jews retired thither upon the deftru&ion of the holy 
city* The academy of Tiberias grew famous from 
its doAors, and there the Jerufalem Talmud was 
compofed . Many changes happened in it from that 
time to the twelfth century, for Benjamin, found 
hardly any Jews in Galilee of the Gentiles. Hefaw 

at Tiberias but fifty perfons of his nation, a Syna- 
gogue, and fome ancient tombs. In fine, he only 
celebrates it for its excellent waters and hat baths. 

Aben-Ezra gives a different account of Tiberias 
Account of from that of Benjamin de Tudela: for, having tra-* 
j "*[ s h h e [ n- veiled there twenty-five or thirty years after him, 
vciier. heiays, that. he coofulted the dodiors that were in 

it. Soconiiderable a change could riot bay p. hap- 
pened to this city in fo fiiort a time, as tp reftore an 
acaderpy and produce doctors : nor is it probable 
that Benjamin, who, on all occaiions, does fo much 
honour to his natipn, defigued to detract from the 
luftre of Tiberias. 



Thefe two travellers,however, may be reconciled 
in a degree, by obferving, that there was a fyna- 
gogue, and, of confequence, fome rabbins, who rpa- 
nagedit; and thefe, perhaps, were the doctors A,- 
beii Ezra, confulted in his travels. This city, hav- 
ing loft its walls, continued a long time expofed to 
the* perpetual incurfions of the Arabians, who often 
pillaged it : till Solyman walled it in. This advan- 
tage made it more populous. The author of a let- 
ter, entitled, c4 The Genealogies of the Righteous 
of the Land otf Ifrael," fays, that there wrere in his 
time two kinds of academies, fituate without the 
gates of Tiberias, one fmall, and the other very 
mean. In efteft, Rabbi J.uda Zeuo, who, from a. 
Jew, turned Chriftian, and died at Rome in the 
middle of the laft century, purfucd his ftudies in 
one of the academies of Tiberias. There was ano- 
ther much more efteemed academy at Sapheta ; but 
as Benjamin does not mention it, it is reafonable to 
fup pole it was not yet ere<ftcd. 



Benjamin pafled through Greece, and found 
mount Parnaflus (which had been fo long the man- J c **m 
(ion of Apollo and the Mufes) inhabited by two Grec< *' 
hundred Jews, who cultivated it, and fowed pulfe 
upon it. They had fome rabbins j but, whatever 
be thereafons, they have been fince forbidden to 
fettle within fome leagues of it. 

There were three hundred Jews at Corinth. 
Thebes, fo well known in antiquity, but infinitely 
decaj ed in the twelfth century, Supported two thou- 
fand Jews, filk-workers and dyers. The rabbins 
there were fo learned, that none but thofe of Con- 
ftantinojple could equal them : though we hear no- 
thing of their productions in that kind. Two of the 
moft ingenious were Samarians : butit is aqueftion, 
whether they had not renounced their fchifm and 
opinion, to engage in the ftudy of traditions, fince 
they taught the rabbinifts. There were fome at 
Patres, at Lepanto, and in moft of the cities of 
the empire ; but their number was inconfiderable, 
there being reckoned but fifty in one, and twenty 
in another. 

Ben jamin, leaving Greece, arrived at iEgriphon* 
a great city, fituate on the fea-coft, where merchants 
rendezvoused from all parts of the world, and 
wherein were two hundred Jews. It is fuppofed 
this was the ancient Chalcis, in the neighbourhood 
of Negropont. From thence he went to Jabafterifa, 
another (lately city, containing an hundred Jews. 
There were asmany at R obenica, which is but a day's 
journey remote from it, and about an half from the 
River of Dogs, (Gunopotamus,) through which he 
entered into Walachia, in his way toConftantinopJe^. 
whither he at length arrived. He obferves,that there 
were thereabout two thoufand Jews, filk weavers 
and merchants. Befides ibis, there wercfive hundred *"* 



Caraites, who lived peaceably with the other Jews; 
but were, however, feparated from them by a wall, 
to prevent their communication. They were all 
placed in the fuburbs of Galata, or Pera, upon the 
banks of the Straights, which habitation had been 
long ago afljgned them by Theodofius * for which 
reaibn thefe fuburbs were called by Frenchmen, 
" The Jury. " They had hitherto preferved the 
privilege of depending only upon the governor of 
the fuburbs ; but Manuel deprived them of this 
privilege, and fubmitted them to the common jud- 
ges. It is probable that this prince had already 
done it when Bci>)am\n came there : fince he repre- 
sents bis nation as very odious in his reign ; though 
his phyjician, who. was a Jew, did all he could to 
proteiffc them. It was not only unlawful for them 
to ride on horfeback into the city, but the Greeks 
would ride in crowds, revile and maltreat them. 
They broke open their doors, defiled their waters, 
and pelted them with mire ; and yet they have con- 
tinued there eyeriiuce that time. 

Benjamin pafled into Italy. He obferved that, 

at that time, the Genoefe enriched themfclvcs by 
the pirates they fent to fea. The burghers, being 
divided one againft another, had almolt all of them 
towers on their houfes, from whence they made 
war: they reckoned ten thoufand of thefe towers 
in Pi(a, defigncd for the fame ufe. Thefe two cities j cxnx 
ha^ but very few Jews in them. He came to Home, Ron*.** 
which he reprefents as the capital of the Edomites, 
and the pope as the head of their religion, whom 
he defcribes a greatprince ; and affirms, that there 
were many learned rabbles there, that did honour 
to their nation. 

* 

There were Jews alio at Capua, where redded the Thence 
prince of the nation. There were doctors famous ° i0 n* at o 
throughout the univerfe ; and yet there vvere but pw* 
three hundred inhabitants of this nation. From 
thence he proceeded to Naples, where he found five 
hundred inhabitants of his nation. There were an 
hundred more of them at Salerno ; amonglt whom 
the prieft Solomon, the Greek Elias, and the R. 
Abraham of Narbonne, were of the greateft emi- 
nence. There were Jews alfo at Malfi, Benevento, 

Afcoli, and Trani, in the kingdom of Naples ; 
which is the rendezvous of thofe who embark for 
the pilgrimage of the Holy Land. He only found 
one at Corfu : but the number wa* greater in Sicily * 
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he reckoned two hundred at Medina, five hundred 
at Palermo j and in all thefe places they paid no 
tribute* 

4 

He travelled from thence into Germany, where 
he found the Jews not only more numerous, quiet, 
and peaceable, but likewife more zealous, devout, 
and hofpitable to ftrangers. They bewailed the 
defolation of their city and temple ; and exprefled 
a longing expectation of hearing the voice of the 
turtle dove, as they termed it ; by which they meant 
their glorious recall into that once happy land. Hje 
penetrated as far as Bohemia, which, he tells us, 
was then called the New Canaan, becaufe the inha- 
bitants fold their children to all the neighbouring 
nations. 

This traveller alfo vifited the fynagogues of 
France j which he entered* The number of the Jews 
was iriconfiderable here, as well as at Gironnc ; but 
there were three hundred at Narbonne ; at the head 
of which was the rabbi Calonimus, descended in a 
right line fro pi David; rich and potent, efpecially 
in lands, which had been given him by the lords of 
the country, in recompenfe for the fcrvices he and 
bis anceftors had done. This city was looked upon 
as the cciitre of the Jewifti nation and their law. 

Moiitpclier was then full of Mahometans, Greeks, 
Chriftians, and Jews; which fhews that. this city 
had, at that time, great cpmmprcp with the remot- 
eft countries. In the neighbourhood \vas Lunel, 



General 



Tte a ^ 1 * where the learned aflembly ftudied the law. d^y ^nd 
tyofu- night. Mefchullum, the prefident of it, had five 
3. fons, all of eminent abilities; pneofthemprofoiuid- 

]y verfedinthe ftudy-of the Talmud. The ftrangers 
who came to ltudy there were maintained. Bpau- 
cayrc had alfo its profeflqrs ; one of whi^h, called 
Abraham, dilburfed, out of his own finances, all that 
was neceiTary to ma intain fix poor fchol^rs, left 
poverty fhould obftruA their application. There 
were in the twelfth century fynagogues at Aries, 
Marfeillcs, and not -only in cities, but even in bo- 
roughs. Our author concludes with Paris, where 
Lewis reigned ; and there was alfo an aflTembi^ 
much addidled to the law, and abounding in chari- 
ty, for it received all the Jews that came there as fo 
many brethren. 

We (hall only Qblerve that the Jews were very 
}pw in theeaftin the twelfth century ; that the}' had 
not been able to rqibore themfclycs fince the mifcry 
that had befel themabove an hundred years before; 
for they were found only in fmall numbers upon the 
banks pf the Euphrates, and in the ancient cities, 
where fpmetime$ they had been reckoned at nine 
hundred thoufand* The crufaders did iiot fuffer 
them to fettle again in Judaea. Thus they , were 
miferable in all the places where they had appear- 
ed with greater luftre, and there was a general de- 
cline in point both of fame and learning. 

Before we conclude the twelfth century, it will 
beneceflary to give our readers a fliort account of 
fome other Jews dilperfed hi other p?rts, according 
to the relation of rabbi Petaphia. This rabbi was 
born at Ratifbon, and travelled not only through 
nioffc parts where Benjamin of Tudela had been, but 
agrees with him as exactly as if they had copied 
each other ; fo that we (hall forbear repealing from 
this what has been laid by the other, and take no- 
tice only of fuch fadts, or curious particulars, as are 
cot mentioned by him. 

The account R. Petachia gives of thofc Jews he 
faw in Tartary, is, that they were heretics, that is, 
they did not obferve the traditions of the fathers ; 
and, upon his aflcing them the reafon why they did 
not, they anfwered, they had never heard of any. 
They were, however, fuch ftridfc obfervers of the 
fabbath, that they cut the bread on the preceding 
which they were to eat on that.day, when they hard- 
ly ftirred from their feats, eat .their vi&uals in the 
dark, and knew of no other prayers, but thofe con- 
tained in the book of pfalms. 

Whcnhe arrived at the New Nhuev.eh, he found 
about 6oooJews there, whofe chiefs were called 
No. 50. 
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David and Samuel, two near relations, descended 

from David. All the Jews of that country were 

obliged to pay them a certain capitation* one half 

of which was to be conveyed to the lieutenant of 

the king of Babylon, and the other belonged to 

them. They had lands of their own, fields, gar? 

dens, and vineyards, well cultivated. t It was, it 

fecms, here, as well as in Perfia, Damafcus, .Sec. the 

cuftom among them, not to maintain any, fingers j 

but the chiefs, who kept at their table a number of 

doftors, obliged them, fometimes one, fometinies 

another, to perform that office;.. Their authority 

was lb great, that they could punifh ftrangers, as 

well as thofe of their: own nation, when, upon their 

pleading before theni^ they were found in. the 

wrong ; and there was a prifon kept for all fucli 
delinquents. 

• • • 

Upoi his coming to Bagdad, he found about one inBagdii 
thoufand Jews fettled tb.eres but fpeaks of two 
thoufand difqipl^s, under the chief of the iynar 
gogu«s, and other leaded men. Thefe fat on the 
grounjd, whU.ft.be taught them from an highdeik, 
covered with a gold tifliie ; pud every pqe h^4 3 
copy containing the books . of f^creif writ. The. 
Jewifli women went forth veiled, and avoided {peak- 
ing to ftrangers, either in the ftreets, or even at their 
homes. We fliall oply add, ; with refpedfc to. the . 
chiefs here, to what we mentioned out of Benja- HUacconac 
min, that, upon the death of Daniel, who left no 
male fucccflbr, the Jews, who had preferred the 
right of choofing their chief, divided themfelves, 
one party nominating David, and the other Samuel, 
to thatdignity, both lineally defcended from David, 
which divilion ftill fubfifted when our author left 
Bagdad, where, he adds, the Jews were treated with 
great lenity, exempt from any tribute to the king, 
and only paid a piece of gold to the chief of the fy- 

nagogue. But they were ufed with feverity in Per-j cwtt reat- 
fia, where, neverthelefs, they were computed to a- ed with re- 
mount to 600,000 ; for which reafon he only ventur- perfia. m 
ed through one of the Perfian cities. 

He went thence into Judsea, of which he gives 
much the fame account as his brother Benjamin : fo 
that having now gone through the moft material 
account of our two Jewifti travellers, we (hall fup- 
ply the reft from other authors, withrefpedt to fome 
other countries and fadts by them omitted. 
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The Jews favoured by St. Bernard. 
Innocent II. 



Protested by Pope 
By Alexander \\\. Perfecuted in Spain. 
In France, by Philip the Augustus. Expelled the king- 
dom. Afterwards recalled* Jeyvs in England obtain 
new burying grounds , by grant of Henry 1 J. Perfecut- 
ed and maffacred throughout the h\ngSorn y under Rich- 
ard I. Learned men in the twelfth century. Eminent 
men in other capacities. 

* 

« 

QT. Bernard, who, as already obferved, was. a 
M great enemy to the Albigenfes, efppufpd the part The jew» 
pf the Jews ; ^nd not only wppjd ijot h^ve them *£ { £™ r ~ 
perfecuted, but r.eprjelfcd the violent £jeal of fome Bernard!* 
persons bent upon their d.eftnjdtion, and juftified 
their ex^efs of ufuries, which they ideipanded of the 
Chriftians. He ailedged, that their future conr 
verfion rendered their prefect toleration neceflary; 
and that, in reality, if their p/uries were jcom plained 
of, there were many .Chriftians who w?r,e guilty 
of more fcandalous extortion. St. Bernard alio 
biafled Pope Innocent JL ip thpir favour ; for, as 
he was Ycry ferviceable tp t&is pontiff, wjip ,was o- Protean 
bliged to fty into France, \% \s thought that he in- ftj^j* 
fpiredhim with thefe feptijments ,of gcntlenefs and u. 
equity, which were fo mpch the morp neccflary, be- 
caufe he found himfelf in a foreign {cingdpm, where 
he ha4 need of toleration and afflftance. They 
brought him wholly into their intereifts when he 
made his entry into Paris ; for they joined in the fo- 
lemn proceffion to meet him, ordering a roll of the 
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law to be carried before them, which they prefent- 
cd to him with great refpedi ; and this is one of the 
ceremonies of the inftallation of the poped, which 
has long continued. The Jews of Rome are obli- 
ged to wait for him in the way to St. John de La- 
teran, and to prefent him with a copy of the law, 
when he returns this anfwer : 14 I reverence the law 
" which you have received of God by Mofes ; but 
44 1 condemn your expofition of it, becaufe you (till 
44 expedt the Mefliah, which the apoftolical church 
c< believes to be Jefus Chrift our Lord." 

Some time after they had occafion for pope Alex- 
ander the Third's prote&ion, who granted it them 
fo much the eafier, becaufe the rabbi Jebiel wasfu- 
perintendaut of his houfe and finances. The people 
of Italy infulted them in feveral places, andhinder- 



Thcy were alfo very numerous in Andalufia, where 
they applied thcmfelves clofely to learning. But 

ftudy lerved only to difturb the union of the divines, 
who were divided into three different fedls, which 
Maimonides, who then lived, has diftinguifhed, 
and which he looked upon as an unhappy confe- 
quence of the abolition of the Sanhedrim. Indeed, 
whilft that tribunal remained, the oral law was not 
written, by which they avoided diverfity of opini- 
ons, and the difficulties and errors that arife from 
the text of a book, or from the different readings of 
the copiers. 

It was during this quiet interval, or, perhaps, a 
little before this time, that, accordingto thejewifh 
chronologers, copies came to be dilperfed of the 
facred Hebrew, accordingto the manufcript of the 



. m *• | , . • c a 7 tm™,~,,w1- il celebrated Hillel, which had appeared fome time 

ed them from celebrating their feafts. They made || Um ^ m _ iU 

their complaints to the pope, who granted them 

his protection, prohibiting any from taking away 

their fynagogues, and difturbing them as thejr ce- 
lebrated their fabbaths, or exercifed their religion. n , r . . 

But, at the fame time, he ordered that they dfould ™ e "»°" ° f " f $£3*?™* °* e 



before, (at what year cannet be determined, nor 
what became of it,) in which two verfes were found 
wanting in the twenty-firft chapter of the book of 
Jofhua. Thefe were the 36th and 37th verfes, which 



Perfccuted 



not have the privilege to cite churchmen before a 
civil tribunal, nor take poffeffion of the churches by 
virtue of pledge or fale. 

Under fo powerful a protection the Jews flourifh- 
ed in Italy till the end of this, and even in the fol- 
lowing century. Cofli, a little borough of the Mi- 
lanefe, grew famous for the multitude of illuftrious 
rabbies it produced. Monza, the city where the 
kings took the iron crown, produced many others. 
Ricina Nova, in the marche of Ancona, had the 
fame honour. 

■ 

The beginning of Alphonfo the Eighth's reign in 
Spain was not favourable to them. He was yet a 
child, when his father Sanchez the Defired was kill- 
ed by the Saracens. He afcended the throne young. 
Moreover, as he was well difpofed, he was eafily 
over-reached. Jofeph the Jew washisfirftminifter 
of ftate, and grew fo potent, as to have his coach 
of ftate and guards to attend him. Gonzales, an 
officer under him, having committed fome fault 
that deferved difgracc, relolved to deftroy his bene- 
factor and his mafter. He declared to the king, he 
could devife the means of procuring him vaftfums; 
in order to which he demanded of this prince eight 
heads of the Jews at his own choke, which were 
granted him. Thus he found an expedient at once 
to gratify two pafllons, his avarice and hatred of 
that nation. He chofe eight confiderable perfons, 
whom he caufed to be beheaded, and confifcated 
their eftates, part of which he gave to the king, and 
converted the reft to his own ufe. He afterwards 
offered a much larger fum for the grant of twenty 
more. But this offer was not accepted, becaufe the 
king chofe rather to reap the profit without the 
effufion of blood, by obliging the richeft of the fy- 
nagoguc to ranfom their lives. They did not ftop 
there, for it was debated in council, whether they 
fhould all be expelled the kingdom, and their ef- 
fects feized on, in order to defray the charges of the 
war, without burthening the people with new im- 
politions. The opinions were divided in council, 
which gave the Jews time to deliberate among them- 
felves, and to offer confiderable fums of money. 
They were, however, highly rejoiced, when they 
faw Gonzales fall into difgrace with the king, who 
caufed him tobearrefted,notwithftandinghisgreat 
fervices ; fo that his fall eftablifhed their tranquil- 
lity. But what farther ingratiated them with him, 
was his falling deeply in love with a beautiful young 
Jewels, to whom he facrificed his honour and inter- 
eft, and, for her fake, to her nation ; for the Jews 
taking that advantage, grew fo powerful and info- 
lent, that the court and clergy became quite fcan- 
dalized at it, and at length diflblved the charm, by 
the death of the beloved objedt. The Jews took 
advantage of this happy juncture, and grew fo po- 
tent, that R.Eliakim, who then lived, and wrote 
at that time a ritual of the ceremonies obferved in 
all the fynagogues, and which is called the Cuftom 
of the Univerfe, reckoned twelve thou fund perfons 
of his religion in the city of Toledo. 



Levites out of the tribe of Reuben ; but which, 
being found in the book, made Grotius imagine 
they had been fince tranfplanted from thence into 
the text of Joflma above-mentioned ; though with- 
out foundation, feeing they are not only found in 
the Septuagint, or Greek verfion, which is allowed 
to be more ancient than Hillel's manufcript, but 
likewife explain that text, by telling us that thofe 
towns were on this fide Jordan, and on one fide of 
Jericho. 

Their fortune in France was much diverfified. 
They were accufed at Paris of murdering St. Wil- * 
Ham, and, for their punifhment, fentenced to the 
flames. Indeed, they deferved death, if they were 
guilty of that crime ; and if no innocent perfon was 
involved in the fate of the guilty, they had nothing 
to complain of, but themfelves, and their own 
cruelty. 

They were very hardly dealt with at Beziers. On 
Palm-Sunday, every year, commenced a certain pat 
time, which amufed the people, who were therefore 
careful to renew it. The rabble flocked out at night, 
fcoured the ftreets, broke the Jews windows, and 
ftoned all thofe that fell in their way. The bifliop, 
having often noticed this inhuman proceeding, 
which was their preparation for the Eafter ceremo- 
nies, treated with the Jews, andprevailed with them 
to buy off this infult by paying him a tribute. The 
treaty is very fingular j for the bifhop engaged bim- 
felf, and his fucceffors, to preferve the Jews from 
infults, from war, and dilapidation, by day and by 
night, all the time between Palm-Sunday and Eafter; 
declaring that he would fliut the doors of the church 
againft all that fhould break open thofe of thejews: 
and, on their part, he obliged them to pay annual- 
ly, to the bifliop, two hundred fols de mefgeuil, 
which might amount, at that time, to four marks 
in filver. They paid, moreover, above four filver 
marks to the church of St. Nazarus, to purchafe or- 
naments. This treaty was concluded at Beziers, 
and rendered them pretty eafy, till they were ex- 
pelled under Philip, furnamed Auguftus. 



1 



This prince, at the beginning of his reign, under 
pretence of devotion, baniflied the Jews out of his 
kingdom, confifcated their eftates, and only per- 
mitted them to fell their moveables, and carry a- 
way the money, which was reducing them to thelaft 
extremity j fince people, taking advantage of this 
circumftance, refufed to purchafe or pay. 

Rigord, who wrote the life of Philip, fays, that, 
by this exile, he revenged the death of a young man, 
named Richard, whom the Jews had crucified at 
Paris ; and that he was convinced, by this example, 
of what he had often heard the young princes fay, 
that were educated with him, that thejews every 
year committed fuch a murder. This accufation 
often recurs, and all nationscharge this crime upon 
the Jews, whilft none can conjecture the origin of 
this imputation. However, Richard was looked 
upon as a martyr, and was buried in the church- 
yard of the Little Fields, which ftill preferves its 



BoofC \L CONTINUATION of ? 

name. He was afterwards removed to. Innocents 
church ; from whence, wc are told, the Englifb 
carried away his body, in Charles V. reign, leaving 
only his head in the church. This was the ground 
of the pretence to fall upon the Jews. They were 
feized in all the lynagogues, plundered of every 

The j<»'* thing that was molt valuable, and at length expelled 

A the kingdom. 



Jem. 



But Philip did not alwaysremain an enemy to this 
nation. Whether he had only made the decree of 
banifhment at the folicitation of the cardinal de 
Champagne, brother to the queens motherland firft 
miuifter of Hate, or was willing to revenge himfelf 
on pope Innocent III. for a flagrant indignity of- 
fered him, or whether he was feufible that the ftate 
fullered much by lofing fuch a multitude of rich 
merchants and ingenious artifts, he recalled them 
iftenwrdsfrom their baniOiment. The zealots blamed this 
recalled. reca ]l of the enemies of Chriftianity, and the people 

murmured. However, the exiled Jews returned, 
but for no long continuance. 

« 

g^ n d Thofe in England, who had been banifhed out of 
0 buin new it ever fince the year ioao, had fince found means to 

fettle again in that kingdom, and were becoine fo 
numerous in the reign of Henry II. that, having 
then but one burying ground in London, they pe- 
titioned that monarch to permit them to have fome 
new ones, which were accordingly granted. 

But they fuffcred much under Richard I. becaufe 
the court and people were prepdffeffed with a notion 
that the Jews were all magicians, and might practice 
fome witchcraft upon the king, if they were prcfent 
at his coronation. Severe injunctions were given to 
all the Jews not to appear at it. Some, who came 
from far and near, at great expence, to fee the cere- 
mony, were refolved not to lofe their labour or mo- 
ney. They flattered themfelvcs they fhould not be 
known, becaufe they were ftrangers in the city ; but 
they were miftaken. The officers, having difco- 
ttdS- vcret l fome of them at Weftminfter, fell upon them 
wichro*! with ftaves. They dragged them out of the church 
tafom half dead: but the noifc of this execution being 

fpread in the city, fet the people in an uproar, who 
broke open the boufes of the Jews, and killed thofe 
they met with. Happy were they that found faith- 
ful friends to flicker them. The tumult fpread 
from the capital to the counties, where great num- 
bers were flain. The day after the coronation, or- 
ders were given to ftop thefe violent proceedings : 
but whether they were ill executed, or that it was 
impoflible to put fuch a fudden check to the fury 
of the people, the perfecution lafted almoft all the 
year, which was that of the jubilee. 

A greater calamity ftill befel them when Richard 
• crufaded. The Jews thought they had purchafed 
this prince's favour, by th6 great fums they had 
brought into his treafury to fupport his expences ; 
but the people refolved to make a general maffacre 
of them. This was performed at Norwich, where 
they began. Many of them faffered at Stamford 
and St. Edmund's. The maifacre was more terrible 
at York, where 1500 had fcized on the city to de- 
fend themfelves ; but being beficged* they offered 
to capitulate, and to ranfom their lives with money. 
The offer being refufed, one of theni cried out, 
u That it was better to fall by their own hands, than 
the hands of barbarous affaffins." This animating 
the reft, they became the executioners of their own 
wives and children, and retiring afterwards to the 
king's palace, fet it on fire, and expired themfelves 
amidft furrounding flames. 

L«med Before wc clofe this century, we think to give 
Seen- 2 f° me account of the moft celebrated rabbies who 
dry. flourifiied at thatperiod.'We begin with the learned 
* Kath *rt rabbi N athan Ben Jechiel, chief of the Jewifli aca- 
demy at Rome, and author of the book called 
Harxjck, where he explains all the terms of the Tal- 
mud in fo copious a manner, that he has, in fome 
meafure, exhaufted that fubjedt ; infomuch, that 
thofe who have come after him, have rather plun- 
dered than improved him, particularly the great 

No. 50. 
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Buxtorf, who made frequent ufc of his remarks, 
without quoting him. 

■ * 

The next in time, though fupcrior in lcarningand Abcn-Ezra. 
merit, Was the great Abcn-Efcra, furnamed, by way 
of excellence, the Wife, as he really was 6ne of the 
moft learned men of his age and nation. He had 
been a great traveller, and a diligent feafcher af- 
ter learning j was a good aftronomer, philofophcr, 
phyfician, poet, and critic ; in which laft fcience he 
hath excelled all that went before him, ahdischicf- 
ly admired by the Chriftians for his judicious ex- 
plications of the facred books. 



We have in this century three famous rabbies of J h * e * j 
the name of Levi. One born at Cologne, who, after Levi*, 
many conferences with the Ghriftians, wasbaptized, 
and taught Latin, under the name of Herman, 
a. Judah Levi, a good poet,, and author of the dia- 
logue, entitled, lC Chozar." 3. Abrahaim Levi, a 
learned rabbi, faid to be related to Aben-Ezra, and 
who was a moft zealous antagoriift agairift the Ca- 
raites, though far inferior to them in point of rea- 
foning and judgment ; fo that not being able to 
cope with them, he had recourfe to king Alphonfo 
VII. to whom be had rendered fignal fervices, land 
obtained an order from him to have all his adverfa- 
ries filenced. 
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decline of the Jcwifii nation in the eafl. The Jews per- 
fected by the caliph. Characler of Jojeph. Mo/es 
Nachmanidcs. His knowledge . A rt volution in Egypt; 

s. Simeon Duran. His works; 
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Ejiabliflmcnt of the I 
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Jews with slrqoun Khan. Revolutions and majfacre 
the death of that prince and his miniflirs* Jews pea 
able under the Grceki. 



\ 1 

w 



E fhall here again be obliged to join the 13U1 
and 14th centuries together, to avoid being Decline of 
frequently forced to break off the thread of their nation^* 1 
hiftory, and begin with thole of the eaft, where we thc ea *' 
fliall find them ftrangely dwindled, both in number 
and figure, efpecially with refpeft either to their 
chiefs, their academies, or learned men. 

■ 

Petachia, who travelled to all the lynagogues of 
his nation, and whofe voyage is paralleled with 
that of Benjamin his cotemporary, affirms, that 
he ftill found a prince of the captivity in the eaft, 
when he arrived there. But it is probable the 
perfecution raifed at the end of the twelfth or thir- 
teenth century, completed the ruin of the nation 
in this country. Naffer Ledinillah, one of the Ab- 
ballides, was then caliph at Bagdad. His reign rerfecuted 
lafted forty-feven years, all which 1 time he perfe- ca ' 
cutcd the Jews. He was induced by two reafons. 
One was, that he was very zealous for his religion ; 
for he caufed a great number of mofejues and pla- 
dedicated to the Mahometan fervice, to be 



ces 



built in his dominions. The other was an exceffivc 
avarice. It is faid of him, that feeing a ciftern, 
which he wifhed to be filled with gold and filver^ 
but which ftill wanted two fathoms of it, he cried 

On 



out 



" Shall 1 not live long enough to fill it ?" 

on Mo 



full, exclaimed, c< How happy fhould I be could I 
live long enough to empty it V 9 Both of them lived 
to fee their defires acconiplifhed. Naffer, who de- 
figned to fill it, made ufe of the law of efcheat, be- 
fore unknown, and appropriated the fucceflion of 
all foreign merchants who died in his dominions. 
The riches of the Jews drew upon them great ex- 
tortions from a very covetous prince, and at laft an 
open perfecution • for Naffer commanding them all 
to depart his provinces, or turn Muffulmeh, part of 
them went into exile, and the reft chofe to ftay up^ 
on his terms. 1 

Jofeph, the fon of Jahia, an able phyfician, after charaaec 
he had diffcmbled for fome time, alfo went into ba- otjofc r h. 
nifhment. He had ftudied the mathematics, and di£» 
courfed on that fcience with wonderful facility. He 
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felt the weight of Natter's perfecutwn ; and having 
fold hi* eftutc, through means of dWIimulation, re- 
tired into Egypt with all lie had. 11c there found 
Maimonidcs, and, with his afiiftancc, covrctlccl a 
treatifc on altronomy which lie had written. After 
Maimonidcs's death, he quitted Egypt, to retire to 
Aleppo, where he purchafed an eftate, married, and 
praCtifcd phyfic, under the protection of Malek 
Aidaher. 

Judara was much depopulated by the wars which 
the Saracens and Chriftians waged there, as well as 
in Syria. Moll of the cities frequently changed 
mailers. Nevertheless, there were ftill doCtors and 
Synagogues in it. For here it was that the famous 
MofesNachmanides retired, and built a Synagogue. 
He was born at Gironne, and applied himfelf to 
phyfic ; but afterwards made great progrefs in the 
ftudy of the law, which has givep him the name of 
the Father of Wifdom, the Luminary and the 
Flower of the Crown. A fermon, he preached 
before the king of Caftile, obtained him the cha- 
racter of the Father of Eloquence. Ramban (which 
is the name he commonly goes by) at fir ft defpi(ed 
the caballiftical law ; but when he had once relHh- 
edit, he attained to the greateft perfection in it. 

We cannot conjeClure why Ramban, whoenjoyed 
fo great areputation in his own country , left it to go 
to JeruSalem ; but it is certain he retired thither, 
built a fynagogue, and died there. Authors do not 
agree about the precife time of hisdeath. He com- 
pofed a prayer upon the Ruin of the Houfe or Tem- 
ple ; Letters to induce men to Piety, and particu- 
larly to recommend the holy ftate of marriage. He 
entered deeply into the reigning diSputes of that 
time, concerning Maimonides's fentiments ; and 
made an apology for R. Alphes, which he entitled 
the Book of Wars. It would be ufelefs to affix a 
catalogue of his works, which may be feen clSe- 
where. Baruch Germerfheim alfo quitted his coun- 
try to efFeCt the reformation of the Spani/h (yna- 
gogues. From thence he went to Candia ; and at 
length fought a retreat in Judsea, where he died. 

The tranquillity of Egypt was no lefs difturbed 
than that of the Holy Land. St. Lewis endeavoured 
to make a conqueft of this country : he took Da- 
mietta, and defeated Malek Almohadam, who Suc- 
ceeded his father, and then reigned in Egypt ; but 
this caliph won a fecond battle, in which the king 
was made prifoner. Almohadam's mother caufed 
him to be killed by Ibek, the leader of the Mama- 
lukes, whom (he was difpofed to marry. Thus the I 
love or ambition of an unnatural mother threw 
Egypt into foreign hands. There was no delibera- 
tion about the election of St. Lewis 5 for Ibek, the 
SultaneSs's gallant, was proclaimed king, and the 
mamalukes became matters of this great kingdom. 



Thefe mamalukes, fo famous at that time, were 
of different nations : the firft were flaves of Great 
Arminia, or Turcomans, which fome Tartars had 
fold to the Egyptians. The king of Egypt took a 
thoufand of them into his Service, and employed 
them in building a fortrefs upon the fca-coft ; from 
whence they took the name of Mamalukes Baharia, 
that is, maritime flaves. Thefe people, accuftomed 
to labour, arrived to the greateft employments, till 
at length Ibek became king of Egypt. The Sul- 
tanefs having caufed him to be flain, Coutus was 
eleCled by the mamalukes. He vanquiftied the 
Tartars, who had hitherto been thought invinci- 
ble j but, on chafing a hare, he was killed by Bi- 
bars, one of his principal officers, and the greateft 
man the Turcoman mamalukes ever had. He 
reigned but Seventeen years, but Spent them all at 
th.e.head of his armies, which were generally victo- 
rious. Helaun, one of his Succeflbrs, committed 
the. Same fault as the Egyptian Sultans ; for he 
brought a number of Haves from Cicaflia, to whom 
he entrufted the guard of the towers of Cairo, from 
whence they took the name of Jorghite Mamalukes, 
and growing potent and numerous, dethroned the 
marine mamalukes, and ftiade themleles mafters 
of Egy pt * 
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It h Said that thefc mamalukes vccuval none but 
Chriftians among them, whom they caufed to abjure 
their religion ; and that all dcfccndcd from Maho- 
metan or Jcwiflt parents were excluded. If this 
conjcCturc were Solid, wc could not doubt but the 
Jews were SnSpcCted by the governors of Egypt for 
near three centuries ; for they were as much iniS- 
truftcd as the natural Mahometans.* Thefe latter 
were miftrufted becaufc they were thought to be ftill 
attached to the houfe of the caliphs, thedefcendants 
of their prophet, who fubfifted (till in Egypt, but had 
no authority* and only concerned thcmSelves with 
the affairs of religion. The Jews had no rcafon to 
raiSe againft this decayed houfe ; why then fliould 
they be miftrufted, and hindered from entering into 
the body of the mamalukes, when they renounced 
their religion ? It is, however, true, that the Jews 
made no great figure in Egypt under their empire, 
and that they were great gainers by changing their 
matter, as we ftiall fee in the Sequel. They preServcd 
their Synagogues, but had no fhare in public tranS- 
aCtions. It looks as if they had renounced ftudy, 
Since no learned men appeared among them. 

We only find, in the fourteenth century, one Si- 
meon Duran in fome city of Africa ; but he was not 
originally of this country. He had pa/Fed thither 
from Spain, from whence he had carried the com- 
mentary of Alphes, which he had tranflated. He 
compofed a Chronology of the ancient Rabbins, the 
Buckler of the Fathers, Diligent Judgment, and 
the Judgment of Juftice ; which Buxtorf has con- 
founded, as if they were but one book, becaufc they 
are always joined together. 

The Tartars, or Moguls, formed anew monarchy EftabiWu 
in Afia, and immediately Seized upon Chorazan. 
This great revolution was occafioned by one of the 8^ » 
moftfrivolousSubjeCts that could embroilSovereigns. ASa * 
Mohammed, Surnamed Chovarezm Shah, reigned in 
Chorazan, and had obliged all the neighbouring 
princes to Submit to his laws. He had even forced 
the great Tartars to raiSe the fiege of Samarcand. 
A numerous caravan of Tartarian merchants arri- 
ved at Otrar, a city of the Tranfexane, under the 
guard of a considerable officer of Ginghizkhan's 
(pies. That which exeSperated him was, that, be- 
ing a Turcoman by birth, he had been brought up 
in the Seraglio with the Haves, and had changed his 
name to conceal his origin. He wrote to his mafter, 
that he mutt punifh all theSe flaves with death ; and 
as thePerfianshave a Saying, 44 The wiSeft are blind, 
when the decrees of Providence are come," Mo- 
hammed, who had So great an intereft to live peace- 
ably with the cham of Tartary, ordered the prifon- 
crs to be put to death without examination ; and 
would give no fatisfaCtion to Ginghizkhan, who de- 
manded it before he engaged in the war which 
broke out betwixt thefe princes. Mohammed lofi 
his courage as foon as he fa w the vigorous reliftauce 
that was made by ahandful of Tartars, who (topped 
his army in paffing the Oxus. He deliberated whe- 
ther he (hould pa fs that moment to the Indies, where 
he had made great conquefts, but changed his de- 
fign. The Tartars pufhed him to Such extremities, 
that he was forced tomakehisefcape to the ifles of 
the Cafpian Sea, where be died, and was buried. 
His mother, whom he had put into an impregnable . 
caftle, was obliged to furrenderfor want of water; 
but no fooner had (lie got out, than there fell fuch 
a torrent of rain, that the citterns overflowed. 
Ginghizkhan Sent her home attired in mourning; 
but the crowd of thofe, who defired to See her be- 
fore flie went, was So great, that (lie was (tided for 
want of guards to difperfe them. 

The Tartars puttied their conquefts much farther, 
and took Bagdad. Mofthadem, the laft caliph of 
the houfe of the Abbaflidcs, who then reigned, was a 
prince of very indifferent intellects, and fo devoted 
to his pleafurcs, that he could not refrain from 
them, even when Hagalou, the fultan of the Mo- 
guls, inverted the city, and prefled him hard by a 
liege of two months. This prince, being taken, was 
led through the ftreets of the city, wrapped up and 
f mothered in a felt, in which he foon expired. One 
of his Sons was taken offas he courageoufly defended 
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a gate of the city, whilfl: his father was revelling; 
and the other was Haiti by the conqueror* Titus end- 
ed the illultrious houfc of the Abbaffidcs, that had 

produced thirty-feveii caliphs ; and the eaft was fub- 
jc&cd to the plunders of the Tartars and Mo- 
guls. 

» 

As thefe barbarous nations depopulated all the 
places they palled through, the fcttlements which 
the ten tribes had in this country..were deftroyed, 
and the nation again difperfed* However, they de- 
voted themfelvesto thefe new tnzifters of Ail a, and 
fomctimes found favour at their! court. Akmed 
Khan*, furnamed Nicoudar Ogl an,: after he had u- 
furped his nephew's monarchy, iturned Muflulnian, 
and thereby drcwupon him his fubjedis hatred, who 
had great inclination for Chriftianity, and averfion 
for the. Mahometans. Argoun Khan, who 'impa- 
tiently bore his uncle's ufurpatlon, ifTued out of 
jaichan Chorazan, 'where he had. retired, was defeated, 
and 'taken prifoner. This difgrace railed him to 
the throne; for Lemir.Buga,. who was ordered to 
kill him, joined with him, and farprifing his uncle's 
general, 311 d the fultan, who was diverting him at 
Bagdad, he caufed him to be taken off, and afcend- 
ed his* father's throne. Argoun at firft gave the 
government to Buga, who had done him fo impor- 
tant a fervice ; but this minifter, elated with his 
grandeur, and unable to bear his exaltation^ rebel- 
led, was (lain foon after, and a Jewifli phyfician, in- 
genious and agreeable in converfation, named Saad- 
eddoulat, became firft minifter of tlie fultan. They 
do him thisjuftice, that he deprived the Chriftians 
of nothing they poflefled in Argoun's empire. But 
he employed all his addrefs toraife his nation, and 
to procure it new eftabliftim'ents. Thus the Jews of 
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State of the Jews in the weft. Purfecnted at Toledo; 
Maffacrcd by the cr u fader s. Marriages with foreign 
women condemned. The prior of the Dominicans at- 
tempts their convcrfion by gentle -Means, Raymond 
Martin, a Dominican^ produces a compofition called 
" Tho Poniard of Faith}' Mphonjo X. kin% of 
Cajlile; encourages the Jews '. Ma/ouin 9 s fir at a gem 
againft them. Several learned men at this time: 
Books of devotion and injlruttioii compojed by the 
rabbies. 
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THE Jewifli nation was numerous and potent in" 
the weft, and particularly in Spain, where iti 
maintainedits intereft equally with the caliphs and 
Chriftian princes, becaufe the different exigencies 
of ftate rendered them neceffary to both. In the 
mean time their number and authority fometimes 
excited the jealoufy of ccclefiaftics, who perfeeuted 
them. This happened at the beginning of the tbir? 
teenth century at : Toledo. The bifliop of that great- 
city, piqued to fee hisdioccfe filled with m.ulitudes 
of opulent Jews, and defiringto enrich himfelf with 
their fpoils, exafperated the people againft them. 
This bifliop, who was of a warm and reftlefs temper, 
in terfered in all affairs of peace and war, and nothing 
conliderable was tranfa<fted in Sjiain but what he 
had a Jiand in. His merit had raifed him to the fee 
of Toledo, notwithftanding his birth; for he was 
an obfeure native of Caftile.' His diocefe became 
fenfible that he was fitter to be a minifter of ftate, 
or the general of an army, than a bifhop. But the 
the eafl: began to revive, and to enjoy the advantages It Jews fuffered more from hini than any others ; for, 
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they had been fo long deprived of 

The MuflTulmen with indignation beheld the pro- 
grefs of the difperfed tribes, and the rather becaufe 
they w^re.kept out of all employments, and fliutout 
of their prince's camp ; but they were quickly fo- 

laced by Argoun's licknefs, while the Jews prayed |[ probable the befieged would quit the city to go in 



putting himfelf at the head of a rabble which he 
had rdifed,he tuniultuoufly entered theirlynagogue, 
diiperfed the aftembly, and thence proceeded to 
plunder their houfes. He endeavoured to juftify his 
rapatcity, by accufing the Jews of having'betrayed 
the city when the Moors belieged»it ; but it is not 



in all the provinces for the fultan's health. 



1 

A revolu- 
tion and 



Saadeddoulat, who forefaw the confequences of 
nafcere this licknefs to himfelf and brethren, fentexprefs 
«athe orders every where to redrefs the grievances which 
Ac prince were complained or during his mmiltry, and to ap- 
aaih . is peafethe people by a fpeedy fatisfadlion, but all to 

amiltcr. r r r a t: I i i c i • 

no purpofe. Argoun died, and, even berore his 
death, the minifter of ftate was accufed of having 
poifoned his matter. This accufation, invented by 
the Arabian hiftorians, feems improbable. NeVer- 
thelefs, Saadeddoulat was taken off: and after the 
prince's death, which the MuflTulmen confidered as 
a very fortunate event, they fell upon the Jews, 
and made great flaughter of them, to revenge 
the real or pretended injuftices they had done 
them. 



We read like wife, in Aboufaid's life, who was ful- 
tan at the beginning of the fourteenth century, that 
a Jew appeared at his court with a pompous equi- 
page ; from whenceit is inferred, that notwithftand- 
ing the mallacre at Chorazan, after Argoun's death, 
the Jews had re-eftabli(hed themfelves at the court 
of the Moguls, who became Mufliilmen. This mo- 
narchy was cantoned into many principalities after 
Aboufaid's death, which divilion gave rife to bloody 
wars, for each endeavoured to encroach upon his 
neighbour's frontiers, till Tamerlane appeared. 

ft"* It is probable that the Jews enjoyed tranquillity 
Greeks. in the Grecian empire during thefe two centuries} 

atleaft we meet with nothing to the contrary. We 
learn that they enjoyed full liberty of confeience, 
fince the Greek writers of thofe times condemned 
the violence which the Latins exercifed againft 
them, in forcing them to be baptized; though none 
were more ready than themfelves to judaife.^ Thefe 
reproaches were but too well founded, confulering 
the cruel ufage the Jews met with from the crufa- 
ders, both it? the weft before they fet out, and thro' 
every place of the eafl: where they arrived. 
No. 50. 



proceffion a league from it, of that they would 
have given up the cuftody of it. Befides, the ca- 
pitulation of the inhabitants is their apology ; for 
they were permitted to quit the country, and carry 
off their effefts. They were allowed feVen churches, 
upon condition of paying the imports that had 
been paid to the Goths ; and the Jews, who 
were included in the treaty, had liberty of con- 
tinence. 



■ 

. This difafter was followed by another; for the M al&cre4 
crufaders, who were preparing for their expedition bythecru. 
to the Holy Land, having their rendezvous near this fade "' 
great city, completed what that prelate had begun j 
from a notion thai the deftru<ftion of thefe enemies 
to Chriftianity would undoubtedly obtain a blefting 
on their enterprize ; fo that thefe votaries prefer^ 
bed no bounds to their cruelty. Abravanel looks 
upon this perfecution as one of the four fevereft 
that his nation fuffered; for, according to his ac- 
count, a greater number of Jews went out of Spain 
than Mofcs brought out of Egypt. The nobility 
of Spain withftood the torrent of thefe cruelties, 
and repreffed them by their authority and reliftance. 
But king Ferdinand, who endeavoured to win the 
love of his people, by perfecuting the Albigenfes 
and other heretics,- and who himfelf fet fire to the 
pile 011 which they were burned, to the w the ardour 
of his zeal, could not be favourable to the Jews, the 
moft odious of alh 



1 



They ought, according to their principles, to 
blame themfelves for their calamities, and to conli- 
der themfelves as the principal caufes of them ; for, 
by their own confcflion, they wrere fallen into two 
trying fins. There was fome variation in their tephi- 
Urn. Their fuperftitious partiality for thefe phy- 
la&cries of the head and hand, was notorious in 
very early times, but it increafed in the following 
ages. Even the points and ornaments of their let- 
ters were a fuhjedt of fcruple and controverfy 



n 3 



598 



CONTINUATION ov tub HISTORY o* wig JEWS, 



Marriage 
mtU to* 
rciga wo- 
men con- 



betwixt the Ccrmuit* and Portugucfe fynagogue.n ; 
unci Spaniards, differing upon this matter, raifed 
commotions in the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury ; for R. ftaruch made ajoufney from Germany 
toSpnin, to reproach them with thcuovcltics which 
they introduced into their lynagogUes* 

In Spain they were guilty of a more palpable inif- 
demeanor, for they no longer fcruplcd to marry 
it range women. As marriages with Chriftians had 
been levercly forbidden, it is probable they con- 
tracted often er with the Saracens' daughters. Mo- 
fes de Cozzi reprobated thefe marriages. He was 
of an Italian family, and therefore retained the 
name of the town of Cozzi, in the Milancfe, whence 
he came ; but he was born in Spain, and deemed 
the molt learned rabbi in his time. He was averfe 
to thefc heterogeneous marriages. He preached of- 
ten upon this fubject, and, at laft, had the good for* 
tunc to be heard ; for many fent away the ftrangc 
wives they had married. There were near ia,ooo 
Jews in the city of Toledo. 

The prior Raymond dePennaforte,prior of the Dominicans, 

^nicaw* had already condemned the violence that had been 
attempts too often employed to deftroy rather than convert 

leifionby the Jews, and recommended gentle ixiftru&ion. As 
gentle i, c j, a j great credit with James I. king of Arragon, 

ns * whole confeflbr he was, and often minifter to the 

pope, he perfiiaded this prince, that he ought to re- 

prefs the infolence of the people, to oblige many 

to the fludy of Arabic and Hebrew, to qualify them 

to difpute with Jews and Saracens, and to lead them 

to Chriftianity, by convincing them of their errors. 

They boaft much of the fuccefs he had with the 

Saracens, and affirm, that he converted above ten 

thoufand of them 5 and that the Moors of Africa 

had a fincere defire to do the fame thing ; but they 

do not fo confidently fpeak of the converfion of the 

Jews. It is only obferved that they entertained 

great refpedt for his perfon, as an acknowledgment 

of his gentle and equitable way of dealing with 

them. King James of Arragon, at bisrequelt,pub- 

lifhed divers edicts; and though they were not fo 

rigid as others had been, yet they infringed upon 

their ancient liberty. 

The exertion of this Dominican produced the 
Pugio Fulfil or Poinard of Faith. This book is fome- 
times afcribed to him, as if he was the author; but 
, lie was only the promoter of it; nor did it appear 
till three years after his death, compofed by Ray- 
* mond Martin, a man of the fame order. It has been 
fuppofed that he was born a Jew, and that he turn- 
ed monk after his converfion ; but Nachmanides 
does not upbraid hi 01 with being an apoftate from 
Judaifm, though this violent and paflionate rabbi 
ipared not the grofleft abufes. He had been felc&- 
ed to ftudy the languages, to be employed in the 
converfion of the Jew* ; bore fome part at the con- 
ference held at Barcelona, in the palace of king 
James, and, in his prefence, againll Mofes Nach- 
manides, the famous cafuift before-mentioned. We 
are told that Raymond fo confounded his adverfa- 
ry, that he was obliged to quit Spain, and retire to 
Jerufalcm, to avoid the fhame and reproach that 
he would have incurred. 

AipWo About the fame time Alphonfo X. king ofCaftile, 
the Jew?' employed another rabbi, Ifaac, the fon of Sid, who 

made the aftronomical tables, which havefince been 
called the Alphonfine, and held in great efteem by 
all the learned, who have applied thcmfelvcs to 
that ftudy. Mofes, the fon of Tibbon, who then 
lived in the kingdom of Granada, tranflated all Eu- 
clid's elements, whofe manufcript is ftill at Rome. 1 
It is faid he taught at Montpelier when he compo- 
fed this work. 

Maiiciom Alphonfo likewife made ufe of them in other 
aga"uhe cafes ; and proving fo generous a patron, it excited 
J«*s. the jealoufy of the zealots, and put them upon de- 
viling new plots and accufations again ft them ; and 
it was probably about this time that three villains, 
of the city of Oriena, in Andalufia, threw a dead 
body into the houfe of a Jew, and accufed him of 

murder. This calumny being fpread through the 
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city, the people inaflacred all the Jews that fell hito 
their hands. Some of them efcuped ihto their 
friends houfes 5 but it being the fcaft of unleavened 
bread, and there being none of it to be met with, 
they were very near dying with hunger, as chuiing 
rather to faft than break the law. The inhabitants 
of Pal ma imitated the Orienians in flaughterhig the 

JcJws, who folicited their brctliren to feud a deputa- 
tion to the court, to put a ftop to the maflacre that 
was like to become univerfal. The perfecutors fol- 
io wed the threeje ws that were deputed,very clofely, 
and arrived even before them \ becaufe thefe envoys 
had been obliged to leave the road, and abfeond in a 
foreft,for fear of falling into their perfecutors hands. 
Jofcph, the head of the embafiy, pleaded with fo 
much eloquence, that he was admired by all the 
court. The king acquitted the nation of the pre- 
tended murder ; but, neverthelefs rebuked them for 
their exceflive ufuries, the fumptuoufnefs of their 
drefs, and the pomp where with thefe fugitives walk- 
ed the ftreets, to the provaking jealouiy of his fub- 
je<£ts< He afked them why they taught to fing, fince 
they ought to be in mourning ? Why they inftru6ted 
their children to fence, fince they never went to 
war ? The Jews excufed themfelves, by faying, that 
their nation had a mixture of bad and good men, 
like the Chriftians ; and that the king had only con- 
demned the magnificence of habits in the Jews, 
without mentioning their women, which occafion- 
ed them to think the edict did not relate to them. 

The countenance and protection of Alphonfo pro- 
duced many learned men, beiides thofe already 
mentioned, and, amongft the reft, the famous Meir 
Mithridos, as he is called by Gantz ; though he was 
the fun of Theodorus, prince of the Levites at Bur- 
gos. He ought not to be confounded, as is com- 
monly done,* with another Meir of Narbonne, his 
cotemporary , and who had, like him, a great many 
difciples. 

This rabbi, a native of Toledo, was a great cafu- 
ift. He gave his principal piece the title, 44 Before 
and Behind, or before the Faces," to lhew that he 
penetrated to the bottom of the molt fubtle argu- 
ments, and had ftudied all fides of a queftion. He 
wrote alfo a volume of letters againft Nachmanides, 
and trained up difciples that maintained their na- 
tion's and their mailer's honour. 
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Nor was it only at the court of Caftile that the 
learned rabbies appeared, and were refpedted. 
James I. king of Arragon, refpe&ed them fo highly 
as to receive moral lectures from them. He delired 
of them the books of devotion and piety they had 
compofed . R. Jona, who lived at that time, wrote 
to another Jona, of Gironne, for advice, how he 
ought to aft with the king of Arragon's injunctions, 
who had commanded him to write a book, to in- 
ftruft man in the duties of religion and piety. It is 
believed likewife, that it is to this Jona we ought to 
afcribe the hononr of a famous book concerning 
fear, which is attributed to the other Jona, and has 
been tranflated into feveral languages. The rab- 
bits, upon the whole, muft have been in greatfavour 
with this prince, fince he had recourfe to them to be 
inftruJted in the rules of true piety. 
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chap. xr. 

Afajfacre of the Jews in Langstedoc. They are expo fed to 
frejh outrages. Maffacre of them in Toledo. Mehir^ 
a Jew phyfician, put to the torture for poifoning the 
king. Jews per/ecu ted by Henry HI. OppreJJed in 
Arragon. Learned men. 

THE grofleft outrages were committed on the Mafltee 
Jews in Langucdoc by the rabble, who were ^ e in 
inftigated to it by the monks. Nothing could refift tang**- 
the torrent which overflowed on all fides, and made uQ ' 
horrible havock wherever it came. They particu- 
larly attacked the Jews, to enrich themfelves with 
their fpoils ; yet the Chriftians were not fecure, be- 
caufe the fmalleft pretence was a fufficient motive 
for pillaging their houfes. Application was made 
to the pope, who refided at Avignon ; but the people 
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tJcfpiredhiscxcnnimiinicationsan(lanntbcnias*Tljc 
count dc'Toloufc executed the laws andjuftice upon 
them. He feized Ibme of them, and made them 
prifoncrs ; but the people opened the prifou.s, and 
the niftnks broke their chains* The count was wil- 
ling to favc fomc Jews ; but the man, to whom he 
had cntruflcd their cuftody, delivered them to their 
enemiei>j arid he had the mortification to fee them 
come into his city to force the remainder of that na- 
tion to turn Christians* They fubmitted to it to 
avoid death. The maflacre continued at Bourdcaux, 

9 



iht book beforfc rhentioned, but Alphonfo Xf. ivbb 
had countenanced the nation from the beginning of 
his reign, was living in. 1349* At his death he tole- 
rated a feditibu which he could hot (tip pre (s. Peter 
the Gruel, his fon, who came to the throne in the 
year 1350, faw fcveral factions formed in hi* king- 
dom, either by the infolence of the people, or the 
great, whoufurped pdrt bfbis authbrity,arid catifed 
moft violent commotions; Henry de Triftemare; 

hjsnatural brother,. fupportcd by Bertram? deGueA* 
clin took Toledo, killed him, ai)d came before Bur- 



Agen, Caftel-Sarafin, and pther cities. , Thofe who gos which ftill refilled. The Je ws fortified them- 
were retired to Narbopnc, imagining the ftorm vyas fclvcs in their quarter, and refufed to furrender to 
oyer, came out of their.retrcatj bqt they found in 1 " ~ ••■■«■•■• . 

the way a troop of ruffians, who fupported by the 
peafants, put them to the (word. The king of 
France, tired with fo many cruelties^ ordered them 
to be profeciited without quarter. The nobility 
armed by the king's order, and obliged iherri to 



retire into Navarre and Arragon. • They carried the 
fame difpofition thither, and caufed the fame dif- 
orders. The king of Arragon armed againft theiri, 
put prince Alphonfo at the head of his army, 
who caufed the leader rif the ruffians to be killed by 
his mafter of the horfe, and difpcrfed the reft. 
Part of them gerifhed by the fword, and the reft by 
peftileiice. 

* • 

The plague was a freftl fpring of mifefy to" the 
Jews, who were fuppofed to be the caufe of it. 
They were acctffed of confpiring with the peafants 
of Mefufa, to poifon the waters of the fiver, and 
of furnifhing them with the ingredients. They were 
caft into prifons, and informations were lodged 
againft them. Their innocence was proved ; but 
the king, who was un willingtoacknowledge the in- 
juftice he had committed, in retainirig fucli vaft 
numbers of prifoners fo long Upon a' falfe pre- 
fifteen . tence, declared that he had fhut them up only td 
jcif^ convert them; and upon their reftifal to embrace 
Lntapoa Chriftianitv, fifteen thoufand of them wefe fcriten- 
^ n a . ccU * ced to the fire and burnt. 

Alphonfo the Eleventh, their friend and pro- 
testor, though wholly guided by one Jofeph of Af- 
tigi, then intendant of his finances, was prevailed 
upoii,iieVerthelefs, by his mutinous fubjecfls, to ifluc 
out an cdi& againft them, on account of an indig- 
nity pretended to have been offered by a Jewifli boy 
to the apparatus of a facred ordinance, as it was 

A council was called 

that very night, to deliberate whether they fhould be 
maflacred or banifhed, when the advice for banifh- 
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ment prevailed. Happily for them the prince-royal 
obtained a reviflon of the procefs, by which it was 
found that it was 1 young Chriftian, whofe curiofity 
had brought him to the window to fee the pro- 

cefllon, and had by chande overfet a veflel of water II that retired to Andalufia, and other places, wcrd 
upon the chalice. "The king, upon this, revoked his murdered by the inhabitants. 



e conqueror. .Peter, .they alledged, was their 
lawful king ; and that they would rather lofe their 
lives, i;han receive another mafter, who was not the 
heir of his houfc. Henry could not forbear efteem- 
mg their fidelity for adeceafed king, and therefore 
granted them honourable conditions wbexi they 
engaged on his fide. 

* * * 

. Triftemare, at his accefllon to the crown, made 

Don Mehir his phyfician ; but dying fooh after, not 

without fufpicion of having been poifoncd, Mehir M ^V • 

was put. to the torture, and confelfed that he had jeVphy-. 

killed thfe king. Other Spanifli authors, however, ^"'^ 

&s,Gufman and Mariana, think he was rather poi- cuie for 

foned by a Moor, whom ihe kipg of Granada had g^ggf 

fent thither for that purpo(e. . But as his death was 

occafioried by a weaknefs in his nerves, there is no 

great probability that he was poifoned, cfpeci&lly 

by his phyfician, to whorft he had been fo good a 
mend. 

The Jews were not treated more favourably at 
the end of this century than they had been, at the 
beginning. They complained that the monks, who' 
were willingto make themfelvesfavouritesat court," 
or with the people, from a principle of zeal, affe&ed. 
to appear their irreconcilable enemies. One of 
them obtained ah order, by the queen's means, .to 
banifli them all from Spain. But this princefs, be- 
ing advifed not to cut down, or ptuckup, a vine that 
bore good fruit, was appeafed by a funi pf fifty 
thoufand gold crown.s. They fuffered. much more 
under the reign of Henry III. king of Caftile, who 1 
was but fourteen years old when he came to the 

throne. Martin, archdeacon of Aftigy, preaching 
in the ftreets of Seville and Corduba, fo inflamed the 

njinds of the people againft the Jews,* as to caufe j ewjper . 
them to maflacre them*. The flame flew to Toledo, fecnteU by 
Valencia, 3iid Barcelona, where fom'e were plun- H<aryU1, 
dered, and others killed,* whilft the more politic 
changed their religiorf, to efcape the fury of the 
rabble. The fynagogues of Seville and Corduba, 
which were fo numerous, were difperfed by the mul- 
titude of deferters. Henry purfued them. Thofe 



edidt, to the mortification of the zealots, who gave 
out that the Chriftian had been fuborncd to make a 
depofition in favour of their enemies. This, how- 
ever, did not hinder the populace from falling upon 
the J e ws in another city , where they maflacred the m 
upon the fame pretence, and might have gone a 
much greater length, had riot the king caufed ten 
of the mutinous ringleaders to be hanged. 

No fooner had they efcaped this dangef, t ha if they 
fell into another, much more dreadful. There was a 
mutiny^gainft them at Toledo. R. Afcher, having 
fled fometimebeforefromhisnative place Northem- 
bourg, retired to Toledo with his eight fons. One 
of his children, feeing an aflaflin breaking open his 
houfe in order to murder him, fell into fuch an ex- 
cels of rage, as to kill all his relatioris that were 
(hut up with him. He (tabbed his own wife* and 
t$w % l[ that of his brother Jacob, a man remarkable not 
"too. l only for his difintcreftednefs, while he lived, as 

teaching always gratis, though he was poor, but for 
leaving behind a famousbook,intitledTurim, which 
is a body of civil and ecclefiaftical law. This Jew, 
having killed all his relations, difpatched himfclf, 
for fear of falling into the hands of the Nazarenes. 
Someplace this perfecution in the year 1340; but 
others date it nine years later, and with rcafon, not 
only becaufe in the year 1340, R. Jacob compofed 



His fori John was as inhuman as himfelf . Thofe 
who concealed themfelves in the father's reign, pe- 
riflied miferably in the fon's, becaufethey were de- 
nied all the neceflaries of life, and wefe eafdy dr-^ 
ftinguiflied by arejd badge, which they were forced 
to wear. 

Nor were they more happV in Arragoh ; for thfe oppreffej 
ftates being allcmbled to prevent the confequierices w Arragon 
of a war, that feenled inevitable, they refolved to 
raife new taxes upon the floors and Jews, iofupjily 
the exigencies of ftatc, whilft the nobility took up 
arms; and thefe imports fubjedted them to conti- 
nual vexations and profecutiohs, which reduced 
them to the loweft degree of mifery. 

However, this century was not without iti great 
then, among whom we muft reckon one Salomon, Learned 
fon of Chanor, who went from Coriftantinople to 
Burgos, to reveal the Profundi ties of the Law. This 
was the title of a book in which he explained the 
difficult paflages of the Pentateuch, and the inter- 
pretations of the rabbies, that were too metapho- 
rical or hyperbolical. 

His fon SchemTou lived in the year 1375? and 
tranflated St Matthew's gofpel into Hebrew. He 
alfo publilhcd his Paradife, in which he maintains, 
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that moll of the Talmudlc ftories outfit to be in- 
terpreted allcgorically. 

Zercchias the younger alfo lived at that time, 



who muft not be rn 



linger 

iftalcen 



for another of the fame 



name, who lived in 'the twelfth century, and paffes 
for a Spaniard ; though he was born at Lunel, in 
Langucdoc, becaufc this province then depended 
upon Spain* 

The king of Caftile had two Jewifh phyficians 
inhisfuite: the latter, called Meir Algudes, was at 
the fame time intended for head of all the Spaniih 
lynag ogues. He tranflated Ariftotle's ethics. This 
philofopher's works were fo e (teemed by the rabbles, 
that Schem Ton, another learned man, inferted 
them in his Excellency of the Law. This mark of 
efteemis the more extraordinary, becaufe the doc- 
tors hardly ever read the works of foreigners, 
which they generally defpifed. 



CHAP. XII. 




■ ■ 

The Jews favoured by the popes. Reafon of the conduft 
of the popes. Gondttft of pope Gregory IX. He 
prevents a general majjacre of the Jews in France, 
si perfection at Tram. Jews protected and inflruft*- 
ed by Clement V. Particularly favoured by Clement 
VI. Become powerful at Bologna. 

F all fovereigns, hardly one is to be found 
whofe authority has been more indulgent to 
the Jfcws than that of the popes ; who, whilft they 
persecuted Chriftians not fubjedt to their laws, 
The jew* countenanced this nation, out of which they chofe 

favoured by. , #* i • r i i 

the popes, intendantsot their hnances. I hey granted them pri- 
vileged, and left them full liberty of conference. 
Some popes, indeed, have been their enemies : it is 
impoftible that, in fo long a fucceifion of Roman 
bifhops, they fliould all have been of the fame con- 
ititution, and followed tlie fame principles. They 
(lill lived more quietly under the dominion of the 
*hfcon- heads of tlie church than any where elfe: and it 
dud ai the is ealy to affign the rcafons of the popes condu& 
popes. towards the Jews, whilft they maintained a quite 

oppolite one towards the Chriftians. 

The popes had not (b much fpleen againft the 
Jews, becaufe they had not fufficient power to give 
them umbrage. The Proteftants oppofed the pon- 
tifical authority? and endeavoured to refume the 
privileges that belonged to them ; and therefore the 
popes have made conftant efforts to weaken and de- 
ftroy thcih. Befides, the Jews have no particular 
grudge to the popes, as all Chriftians to them are 
upon a level. The defire of revenge, and the glory 
of deftroying rivals, have no place here : inftead of 
gaining by their deftrudiion, the refpedl to their 
revenues interefts them in their prefervation. 

Condu&of Gregory IX. nephew to Innocent III. was one 
go?y xx? - of the moft zealous pontiffs. He was for having all 

princes leave their kingdoms, to .make the conqueft 
of the Holy Land from the infidels. He had the 
pleafure to fee the ifles of Minorca and Majorca, 
that were full of MufTulmen, return into Chriftian 
liands, after Ferdinand had deftroyed the fleet of 
the Moors. It is faid too, that all the inhabitants 
of thefe two ifles turned Chriftians. Though he 
had a mifunderftanding with Frederick the empe- 
ror, yet he fcrupled not to write to him, to let him 
know, that he might deliver the incredulous Jews 
to the fecular arm to be puniflied ; in which he de- 
parted from his uncle's conduct, who preferved 
them in their ancient privileges. But he himfelf 
altered his opinion ; for, being informed that the 
Jews were maflacred in feveral places, when the 
expedition was on foot for the Holy Land, he pre- 
vented thefe barbarous executions. 

He alfo delivered them from another perfecution 
they fell into, under pretence that they ufed human 
hlood in their medicines. The inhabitants of Ha- 
£uenau accufed the Jews, their fellow-citizens, of 
ftealing fome children from the Chriftians, and 



fnurdcring them in a mill, in order to tife their 
blood in fume of their remedies. The iiiipoirui'6 
was grofs 5 and the emperor, who nicely inveftigav 
tefd the matter, was convinced of their iurtoccrnce; 
The like fury prevailed in Spain. The Knglilh Jetvs 
wonld have been treated with the fame inhumanity, 
had they not warded off the danger, by buying the 
minifter's and the king's favour. They were killed pre. 
and perfecuted in ferveral places i but the greateft a * 5 - 
maflacre was at Paris. It had lafted longer, ifpope ' acr «of 
Gregory IX. who had then the fee, had not written 
preffingly to Lewis, to flop the courfe of thefe 
crnelties, and iiot to force the confeiences of the 
Jews : and thus they wereindebtcd for their lives t6. 
the pope's toleration, not only in his' diocefe, but 
alfo in France. 

They were feverely treated in Trahi, where apor 
pular tumult wasraifed upon vain pre tences. They * 0 ^ eca ' 
were grown potent in thefe two cities, and alfo in Tram, 
the whole kingdom of Naples, where they had nur 
merouslynagogue's and learned rabbies. They com- 
pare the poets of this country with thofe off Pro,- 
vence,. who were then in fo great reputation. Tlie 
king openly protected them, becaufe they had done 
him eflehfial fervices in* his wars, tie gave thenxa 
recommendation when he died ; But it was thoughj 
they could not have a greater fervice done thenr, 
than by converting them to Chriftianity. To evade 
the perfecution, they prbmiCed to change their reli- 
gion, upon condition-. they might : \ta.ke wives from, 
good hqufes, and the noble families of Naples. 
Every body was deceived in this cojitra ft, except 
the ecclefiaftics. The Jews were furprifed to fee 
thefe conditions granted. Jn the mean time there 
was no retracting, and they muft tuvn.Chriftians. It 
was no lefsfurprize to others, to fee feveral marria- 
ges made up by means of fo recent aiid fufpedled 
a converfion. Thofe that foqnd not a match re- ■ -» 
turned to thfcir old religion. A monk of Trani, in 



order to be revenged on the Jews, accufed piic of r 

them with offering an indignity to the rites of the* ' 
Chriftian religion • This incenfed the common peo- 
ple, who mutinied, and maffacredall they met with. 
The tumult proceeded from Trani to Naples, where 
the Jews would have been all murdered, if fome 
men of power had not concealed the richeft of 
them, and fcreencd them from the popular fury. . 
The Jews would have been to blame if they had 
accufed the pope of all thefe commotions, as he had 
no hand in them ; for Alexander IV. fent Odtavius 
to Naples, to reftore the Guelfs, and to enforce his 
authority* But Otftavius could not fucceed, and the 
pope died foon after the ill fuccefs of his negotia- 
tion. So that he could neither caufe nor remedy 
the miferies the Jews fuffered. 

They were more at reft in Ancona. This terri- 
tory was not in the ccclefiaftical ftate, fince pope 
Clement VII. did not feize it with his troops till 
the year i53^,upon pretenceof defendingit againft 
the Turks. 

Clement V. whoromoved his fee to Avignon,, be-j^^ 
caufe of the troubles Italy was difturbed with at th6 V**^ 
beginning of the fourteenth ceittury, prote&ed ™ y Sc- 
them there againft the fury of their enemies. 

This pontiff, who endeavoured to fecure them 
from violence, took alfo care of their inftrudtion : 
for he appointed profeflbrs in all univerfities, to 
teach Hebrew, and train up fcholars to difpute 
with and inftrult them, after they had learned 
their language and rites, and the neceffary argu- 
ments to convince them. 

Clement VI. fuccoured them in a fignal manner. panicoWy 
The perfecution they fuffered was commonly a fury, ^ 0l ^ 
that breaking out atone end of a kingdom, not only mcwvi. 
inflamed the adjacentprovinces,buttheneighbaur- 
ing ftates. The pretence for this, which was almuit 
univerfal, was the poifoning fountains and rivers to 
deftroy all thofe that drank of them. Such asfo- 
berly examine the matter, acknowledge, that it is 
impoftible thus to poifon rivers. Many people, 
however, died this year ;and the Jews were thought 
guilty of the mortality. They were maffacred in 
Spain and Germany, where the mifchief began.. 
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Twelve thoufmd of tlicm pcriflicd in Bavaria* The if that had received pledges from the 1 11 were allowed 



imperial cities made bridges with the ruins of the 
hotifcs of the Jews they pulled down, which confc- 
qucntly mult have been in great numbers. Some, 
reduced to delpair^faffered thcmfelves to be crufhed 
under their battered houfes ; and others burnt thcm- 
felves, to avoid falling hito the bands of their pcrfe- 
cutors. Clemen tVJ. in the midftof all their difafters, 



to keep them. 

AH that killed a Jew were declared innocent j and 
the fudges were forbidden to take an information 
againft them, or to bring therii to trial. 

It wasrcfolvcd to addrefs the king of France to 
caule this ftatute to be executed in his dominions, 



received them at Avignon, whilft they were burnt I that is, to expel the Jews, to ftrip them of their for- 



few yo* 

crrol a: 



in other places, and did all that lay in his power to 
flop the torrent of this exceffive fury. 

The Jews were then potent at Bologna ; for, be- 
fides the fynagogue they already had, they built 
another, larger and finer, and alfo fet up an acade- 
my there. It was one of the Hannaarim, who re- 
moving from Rome to Bologna, that made this new 
fettlement. This family, which bears the name of 
Children, is ftill illuftrious, and pretended to be fo 
at that time, fince Mofes, the head of it, traced his 
genealogy as high as thofe Jews whom Titus car- 
ried to Rome. They lived in this great city till 
the end of the fourteenth century, and then made 
choice of Bologna, where they made great improve- 
ments, and built the fined fynagogue ia Italy. 



tunes, and give licenfe to kill them. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Edift of Philip the jfugu/I againfi ujury. The Jews 
expelled Britany. Decrees of the council of Lyons. 
Of the council of Vienna. Jews perfecuted under St. 
Lewis. Recalled. Banifljed Gafcony by Edward I. 
By Philip the Fair. Recalled. Perfecuted afrefh in 

Languedoc. Banifbcdfor ever out of France. Obtain 
privileges at Metz. 

afcof T)HILIP the Auguft ftill reigned at the beginning 
i^ P fta- C * of the thirteenth century, and many petitions 
piftufu- were prefented to him againfi: theufury of the Jews, 
ljr * who, not content with their exceffive interefts, and 

the mortgages of the church-plate, made their debt- 
orsflaves. Theprinces connived at thefe extortions, 
becaufc the ufurers bought their protection ; and 
becaufe, upon the people's complaints, they were 
condemned to great fines, and the confifcation of 
their eftates to the royal treafury. 

The king, however, was fo often importuned by 
the remonftrances of the people, that he iflued fe- 
veral decrees, forbidding the lending of money to a 
monk, unlefs he could produce the letters-patent of 
his chapter ; the taking in pledge the ornaments of 
the church ; and the neceflary tools of workmen. 
The foldier had liberty to pledge his houfe ; but the 
hufbandman and carpenter, who lived by their la- 
bour, were prohibited borrowing of a Jew, upon 
pain of lofing the debt. The edid: was ftill feverer 
in Normandy, where there were Jews as in other 
places; for the creditors were obliged to cite the 
borrowers before the bailiff, and the debts were in- 
valid that were not regiftered in his prefence. 

Thefe remedies did not cure the evil, as we find 
afterwards many regulations upon the fame fubje£fc. 
It was debated in the afiembly of Melun, convened 
by St. Lewis at the beginning of his reign, when it 
was forbidden to borrow of the Jews, or take up 
money at intereft from them, to deprive them of 
all pretences of violence and injuftice. But among 
all the laws, the ftatute of the duke of Brit any, in 
the year 1*2,39, is the molt remarkable. 

The Jews difperfed in this province were very 
numerous, and, being for the ihoft part ufurers, 
impoverished the people. The merchants and no-< 
bility complained of it. John Rufus was then duke 
of Britany, his father Mauclerc having laid down 
the government. This prince aflembled the ftates, 
by whichit wascna£ted,attherequeftof the bifliops, 
abbots, barons, and vaflals of Britany, that all the 
Jews fhould be baniflied out of the province for 
ever. 

The debtors of the Jews were difcharged from 
the debts they had contrafted with them; and thofe 



The Jews 
from Bri- 
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The duke of Britany engaged for himfelf and hi* 
ofterity, for the present and -futtire, Ci to maintain 



the faid ordinance; and in cafe of its violation, 
tc the bifliops had not only power to excoramumcate 
c< him, but to confitcate his lands in their diocefc, 
" without any refpeft to the privileges he had bb- 
cc tained, or might obtain for the future." 

Laftly, he declared, " that n6t one of his vaflals 
in Britany fhould be admitted to do homage,, till he 
had taken oath before two bifliops, or two barons,' 
to obferve this law, and hot toTuffer any Jew tipori 
his territories." 
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ons. 



The great council of Lyons', in which the empe- f h \ cr ^f. 
rbr was excommunicated, made two n'e\V decrees. C iiof iy- 
By one, princes, who had Je wifh fubje&s, were com- 
manded to oblige them to retiirn tb the crufaders 
all the money they had e&forted frtfm them, upon 
pain of excommunication to fome \ and bthers were 
deprived of the privileges of civil fociety.* By the 
fecond, the Jews were inhibited from demanding 
their debts of the crufaders till their return, or till 
they had received an authentic Certificate of their 
death. T" 

fame century, 0 

againft the oppreilions they fuffered by the afar? of 
the Jews, 

Notwithftandingall thefe decrees and precautions; 
the Jews Hill found means to maintain their influ- 
ence, infomuch that, in fome provinces of France, 
particularly in Languedoc, they had the privilege 
of being raifed to the magiftracy, and in nioft pla- 
ces of the kingdom, to have Chriftian flaves ; a cir- 
cumftance which was attended with very great in- 
convenience, and often with enormous abufes. 



lie council of Vienna alfo, called in the 
lry, wasobliged to maintain theChriftians 



Saint Lewis, zealous for his own religion, perfe- Th ^j cwj 
cuted all others. The inquilition, encouraged by perfecutetf 
his orders, excrcifed its utmoft ci uelty upon thofe ^^ Sc * 
they called heretics. In fine, this prince, infatuated 
with the crufades, permitted thofe who engaged in 
the holy league to commit feveral outrages. In his 
reign the people rofe at Paris againft theje ws, under 
pretence that they facrificed children on Good Fri- 
day, and bad occafion for Chriftian blood that day. 
Many of them were maffacred.. The fame fury 
raged in the provinces of Brie, Touraifte, Anjou, 
Poitou, and Maine, where about i5ooperfons fuffer- »i 
ed violent deaths, who refufed to abjure their reli- 
gion. Things at length proceeded fo far, that the 
pope was obliged to write to the king, defiring 4 hiraC 
to moderate his rage, and informing him, that the, 
Jews ought to be allowed to follow the dictates of 
their own confidences. 

* 

w 

During this prince's unfortunate hnprifbnment 
in the Holy Land, a prodigious body of his fubjedts' 
confederated together to go and refcue him. They 
were headed by one James of Hungary, a Mahome- 
tan, and afterwards.an apoftate from the Ciftertian 
order, who, at the head of this multitude, marched 
to Orleans, where he maffacred all the priefts and 
monks he met with. Departingthence, he purfued 
his road to Bourges, where he caufed all the Jews' 
books to be feized, in order to be burnt, and plun- 
dered them wherever he could. But at length the 
people riling againft thefe plunderers, in their turn, 
made great flaughter of them, in which they loft 
their leader, with many others. 

t * 

We are told of a conference between R. Jechiel, 

Jew and great cafuift, and Nicholas Do- 
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nim, a famed convert from Judaifm, before queen 
Blanche, then regent of the kingdom, aftda private 
encourager of thisnew crufade. The Cbriftiansand 
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rabbi. 



Jews give us different accounts of the fuccefs of it 5 
but that St. Lewis was no friend to the Jews plainly 
appears from the edict ^vhich he fent, whilft under 
his confinement, to have them baniflied out of 
France, which was punctually executed. The Jews, 
however, pretend that it was the king himfelf that 
baniflied them after his return. 

Philip the Bold recalled them, urged, as it is laid, 
by the ncceflity of his affairs ; for the imprifonmcnt 
and fchemes of Lewis had exhaufted the finances of 
the kingdom; and the wars which Philip was ob- 
liged to fuftain accomplifhed his ruin. It was 
thought, therefore, they could not better re-efta- 
blifli the revenues, than by recalling a people that 
brought treafurcs along with them, together with 
the art of making money circulate. Philip's natu- 
ral lenity contributed much to this recall : however, 
they were expelled under Philip the Fair. 

The Spaniards claimed Levi, the fon of Gerfom, 
grandfon of Nachmanides by his daughter, as one 
of thofe doctors that do their country honour ; tho* 
he was born in Provence, and was therefore a French- 
man, if we confider the provinces that at prefent 
compofe that monarchy, and have always been a 
part of Gaul. This rabbi maintained peculiar prin- 
ciples of his own, and was totally averfe to every 
thought that tended to countenance the fuppolitiou 
of apparitions. He lived till the fourteenth centu- 
ry, in which he compofed his commentary upon Sa- 
muel, and many other works ; and was a whnefs to 
part of the miferies that ruined his nation in France. 

Gafcony had likewife a great number of Jews, who 
had gained fuch an afcendant there, that complaint 
was made to Edward I. then in poflefjion of it, by an 
J*™ ™ m Englifh knight, who, having mortgaged fome lands 
banlshSi to one of them, and fummoned him before a judge, 
by tdw. 1. refufed to appear or releafe the mortgage. The 

king gave the Jew to underftand that he muft com- 
ply, and that, though he had fuffered them to en- 
joy all the privileges which his father had granted 
to them, he would himfelf be judge, and fhewthat 
he did not defign to give them the preference over 
the Chriftians ; upon which the Jew fubmitted to 
the law. But the king having foon after efcaped 
being killed by a clap of thunder, which pafled over 
his bed, and killed two of his officers in the fame 
chamber, thereupon baniflied them out of Gafcony, 
and all his other dominions in France. There had, 
by this time, crept fuch abominable abufes, both 
amongft the Jews and Chriftians, in all thofe Gallic 
parts, that pope Nicholas IV. fent orders to all his 
inquilitors there to be more watchful over their 
conduct ; and they executed his commands with 
great punctuality. 

His example was not long after followed by Phi- 
lip the Fair, who wholly baniflied them out of his 
dominions. It is faid that he did a good deed from 
an evil principle, the defire of plundering and be- 
coming rich. The king was covetous, and fo vio- 
lently opprefTed his people, that the Parifians re- 
belled and befieged him in the temple, where he 
remained a whole day without food, the beliegers 
having engrofled whatever was valuable in the fy- 
nagogucs. He baniflied all the Jews, upon pain of 
death or converfion, and confifcated the eftates of 
the exiles to his own ufe, permitting them only to 
carry their clothes and a fum of money out of the 
kingdom. Part of them died by the way with fa- 
tigue and hunger : the reft retired into Germany, 
from whence the Jews of that country look upon 
themfel ves as originally of France, defcended from 
thefe perfecutcd people. 

Some turned Chriftians, to prevent the inifery 
they thought unavoidable in foreign countries ; 
and, amongft the reft, Nicholas de Lyra, who wrote 
more learnedly and ftrongly againft the Jews than 
any either before or after him. 

But rnoft of the reft relapfed into the Judaifmthey 
had abjured ; and four years after one of tlicfe profe- 
ly tes was burnt at Paris the lame day with Margaret 
of Hainault. 



By Philip 
tHcFair. 



The avarice and intereft which had expelled the Recalled. 
Jews out of France, caufed them be recalled again 
eight years after. Lewis Hutin, or the Mutineer, 
(for thefe two words fignify the fame thing,) fuc- 
ceedinghis father, and feeing great diforder in his 
finances, the kingdom exhaufted of money, the 
people ready to mutiny, remembering the oppref. 
lions they had fuffered in the preceding reign, was 
not contented with facrificingEnquerrand de Mar- 
gin i, his father's favourite, to their refentment, but 
as this execution did not remedy the mifchief, he 
demanded a large fum of money of the fugitive 
Jews, and upon that condition recalled them to his 
dominions, where they lived peaceably in his reign, 
which, to their misfortune, was very lhort,and they 
were again expofed to new troubles. 

In the year 1310 they underwent a fecond perfe-* f . 
cution. Ibis misfortune was no iooner over than afrch i a 
they fell into another. Hiftorians relate, that the jjjy* 
Saracen king of Granada, mortified to find himfelf 
fo often overcome by the Chriftians, fought an ex- 
pedient to be rid of them qtherways than by arms. 
He called the Jews of his kingdom, and aiked them, 
whether there was no way to poifon all the Chrif- 
tians ? They undertook this commiflion ; but think- 
ing they could not execute it thcmfelves, as they 
were too muchfufpedted, they corrupted fomclepers, 
and communicated their defign to them, which was 
to poifon the wells and fountains. Thefe lepers 
being bribed, and farther hoping to enrich them- 
felves with the fpoils of the dead, aficmbled in four 
general councils, and formed their project altoge- 
ther. The waters were found poifoned in France 
and Germany. A leading man of Pernay fent to 
king the depofition of a leper, whom he had feized 
in his territories, and who confeifed he had been 
corrupted by a rich Jew, that gave him a receipt, 
which being dried, put into a bag, and thrown into 
a well, immediately rendered all the water baneful. 
The lepers*were tried \ fome were (hut up in prifons, 
and others in their peft-houfes, and prohibited to 
go out. The people of Languedoc, without wait- 
ing for the neceflary formalities of Jaw, maffacred 
them in fuch a barbarous manner as cannot be read 
without horror; while the pretended criminals 
marched to the flames, and other cruel executions, 
with as much joy as if they had been going to the 
celebration of a feftival. At Paris they had more 
equity fliewn them, for none but thofe who appeared 
guilty were put to death. Some were baniflied, and 
others kept prifoners till they had difcovered their 
treafures, which king Philip the Long feized, and 
thereby raifed a coniiderablefum. Some hiftorians, 
however, affirm, that they were all expelled out of 
the kingdom. 

Theexigencies of the ftate obliged Charles, dau-Rcoflei 
phin of Vienne, and duke of Normandy, to recall 
them during the diforders caufed by the imprifon- 
mcnt of his father in England, by the opprelfion of 
the great men, and the mutinies of the people, who 
were weary of their tedious tyranny. When he 
came to be king, he confirmed what he had done 
as dauphin, obliging only the Jews of his kingdom 
to wear a badsre of diftin&ion. 
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Their laft calamity happened in the reign of 
Charles VI. This prince, being difordered in his 
fenfes, or,as fome affirm, bewitched, the Jews were 
accufed of committing fome murders and other 
outrages, for which fome of them were hanged, 
others fcourged, and the fynagogues fined, feveri- forever 
ties which obliged many of them to turn Chriftians. f^ Ct 
At length appeared the edict which for ever banifli- 
ed their whole nation from the French dominions, 
and it is from that fad epocha that they begin the 
date of their years. 

They have been tolerated in France, though they 
have not an entire liberty. Profanus, the celebrated 
aftronomer, taught at Montpelier in the middle of 
the fifteenth century. Mary de Mcdicis not only 
fent for Montalto to Paris, to be her phyfician, but 
obtained of Henry IV. an abfolute liberty of con- 
science for him and all hisfamily . There were Jews 
afterwards in Gafcony, and from thence came Ifaaa 
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Caftrode Tartaa* who being taken at Brafil by the 
Portuguefe, was put into the inquifition, arid burnt 
alive. But if the Jews have lived in France, it was 
only by way of toleration, without public authori- 
ty. Mod diffembled, and feigned the profeflion 
of a religion they abhorred. There are ftill in that 
kingdom fome of thefe difguifed Jews, who have 
entered into public offices in the church, to fcreen 
themfelves from the royal authority, which profe- 
cutesthem with the greateft feverity even into their 
retreats. 

We muft, however, except the city of Metz in 
Lorrain, in which they preferved their ancieut pri- 
vileges and a fynagogue. This was afterwards con- 
firmed to them by Lewis XIII. and an edidt pafled 
in their favour, by which all criminal caufes rela- 
ting to them were to be referred to the council, and 
their ancient privileges confirmed ; which cdidt, 
given at St. Germain's, bears date 1670. 
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paflbver. But the defign being difcovcrcd, the 
crime pafTed not unpunilhed. 

The fam e accufation was brought againft thole 
of London four years after, with fome remarkable AtLoQ „ 
circumftances. The child having been fold to them '*>*- 
by his parents and crucified, and the fa&s difebvered 
by fome marvellous circumftances not worth men- 
tioning, he was canonized for a martyr, and his re- 
lics carefully preferved. However, the murder- 
ers could not be found out, only fome Jews, 
having left London about that time, were Aire wdly 
fufpedtcd. 

All the Jews were alarmed the year following, crufade* 
from the perfecutiohs of the crufaders in Spain, ;<jangcroai» 
Frc tnce, and Germany z fearing, therefore, that this chafean 
ftorm would fly over the fea, ami fall upon them, wdcmnSiy; 
they prevented it, and purchafed an edi& of the 

king, prohibiting any harm to be done them through- 
out his dominions.- 

■ 

Through misfortune, the king having frequent 
occafions for money, Galfrid, his prime minifter, 
thought it could not be eafier found than among the 



Jews purchafe an indemnity. 
Heavy taxes impofed on them. Henry deceives the 
crufaders. Jews difpofed to quit England. They are 
fold to Richard, brother of Henry 
f erred againjl them at Lincoln. 
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WE read of nothing worth mentioning concern- 
ing thejews in England till the time of king 
John, except that they were invited into this king- 
dom by William the Conqueror. Even fa early as 
the reign of king Stephen, anno 1145, they were ac- 
cufed of crucify ing a youngChriftian in contempt of 
that religion, and were accordingly punifhed for it. 
They were again profecutedfor the fame atrocious 
aft in Gloucefter, in the reign of Henry II. anno 
n8i ; but fome have fuppofed, and not without 
probability, that thefe accufations were feigned, in 
order to opprefs and fleece the individuals of that 
nation. 

King John reigned with feverity, ufed his fub- 
je&s ill, and incurred the difpleafure of the court of 
Rome by his oppreffing the archbifliop of Canter- 
bury ; which obliged the pope to interdict his king- 
fanSioasdom. The Jews he loaded with heavy taxes ; and 
■*! when they began to refufe him money, made them 
prifoners, and extorted, by violent puniflinients, 
what he could not obtain by his edicts. Not fatis- 
fied with thefe extortions, he confifcated the eftates 
of all the Jews of his kingdom, and banifhed them 
by proclamation. 

The Englifti rebelled againft king John, and in- 
vited a foreigner to reign in his ftead ; but his death 
put a flop to the calamitiesthat threatened the king- 
dom. The barons joined with young Henry III. 
rai£ed an army, and gave battle to Lewis of France, 
who, with difficulty, had much ado to repafs the fea, 
after he had given up all that he had taken. Henry 
reigned fifty-fix years, during which long term the 
Jews had feveral turns of fortune. 

cwnnder Henry III. propofed to convert the Jews of his 
ttr;lu ' kingdom, which he thought he could not more ef- 
fectually promote than by founding a feminary for 
the maintenance of converts. He committed the 

conduct of it to an ingenious man, who carried on 
the defign with great afliduity . All that were wil- 
ling to be converted had here a fafe retreat, where 
they lived in peace, without being fubje& to fervile 
labour or ufury. There were many induced by 
idlcnefs, and the temptation of being maintained 
without pain or labour, to come into it ; fo that the 
number of the convertsftnultiplied, and the houfe 
continued a long time. 

cjcwi The Jews of Norwich were accufed, fome time af- 
W ter, of taking away a Chriftian child, of having 
^ kept it for a year, and after they had circumcifed 
him, defigningto crucify him at the feaft of the 



fums he demanded, they were accufed of commit- 
ting a murder at London ; numbers wereimprifon- 
ed ; and, after many vexatious fuffcrings, obliged 
to pay a third of all their eftates; 

Nor did this fuffice for their entire fecurity, for 
fouryearsafter thisinfatiableprince demanded new 
pr e fen ts from his fubjedts. He rejected thofe which 
the abbots and priors brought, when they were not 
deemed conficferable enough, anddemandedgreafer. 
The Jews were not fpared in his demands. He re- 
ceived himfelf the gold that was prefented, and 
made his officers receive thefilver.- One particular 
Jew, called Aaron, was obliged to pay him four Iran- ""^fei 
dredgold marks, and hisofficersfourthoufandmarks on them, 
of filver. This fame Aaron was taxed, feven years 
after, ten thoufand marks of gold, and fourteen 
thoufand marks of filver, to gratify the queen, and 
obtain his releafe out of prifon. The reft of the 
Je ws were not more happy : they were accufed of 
coining, and # counterfeiting the prince's feal r and, 
under thefe pretences, they loaded them with im- 
pofts. They had their exchequer, and particular 
judge. It is probable they gained over this judge 
by prcfents; at leaft the extortioners were accufed of 
favouring them, to have the power of fleecing them 
in theirturn. John Lund, though an ecclefiaftic, 
could not fecure himfelf from this accufation. He 
was charged with receiving great fums from many 
Jews, for prote&ing them at the bar, and dimi- 
nifliing their taxes. The king fuffered him to be 
cruelly treated ; and his punifliment would have 
been ftill greater, if one of his fir ft minifters had! 
not procured his pardon. A knight afterward* 
underwent the fame fate : he was impeached of be- 
ing corrupted by the Jews, whofc CommifTary or 
overfeer he was, and of having forged afalfe in- . 
denture, to which he put the king's leal, entrufted 
to him for the Jewifh affairs. Complaint was 
brought to the king, and he recriminated upon 
the Jews who had affifted him. However, he could 
notrefcue himfelf from the hands of juftice, with- 
out the lofs of his poft, and aconliderable fine. 

The holy war furniftied Henry wkh a new pre- 
tence for oppreffing his fubje&s. The pope had 
written a very cogent letter to him, to oblige him to 
crufade, and fuccour the king of France out of 
hand. He engaged to do it > but at the fame time 
pillaged the Jews of all they had remaining ; aind 
after this fpoil, deprivedthe Chriftians of thcirjew- 
els, and every thingthat was valuable. 

Henry afterwards fpread a report, that the king Henry dc- 
of Spain defio-ned to declare war againft him. This cewcithc 

* . ° t n ** « - • ,. crufadcri, 

was advanced as a new motive for his demanding 
fupplies from his people. The peel's of the realm 
being aflembled at London, rcmonftrated, that be- 
ing drained by former taxes, they could contribute 
no farther: that if the king of Caitile did effe&ually 
make war, they would not refufe their ailiftance ; 
but his defign being yet concealed, they could not 



JEWS 



o« ] 



Jcxrt dif- 

pofcd to 

ouit Eng- 



They are 
(old to 
Henry 
brother. 



raife fabfidics upon uncertain rumours. They had 
the better rcafon for what they did, becaufe the 
king's defirc was only to futisfy the avarice of fo- 
reigners at his court* The weight of this refufal 
felfupon the Jews, who had lefs authority, but more 
wealth. Frefh fums being demanded of them, which 
they could not pay, Elias of London fpoke for them 
all, and reprefented to the council, that, lince they 
had refolved to fink them, they had better expel 
them the kingdom, or grant them the liberty of de- 
parting; as, perhaps, they might fomcwhere elfe 
find a prince who had fome fentiments of juftice 
or humanity ; that the king knew well that, tho* 
he ihould denounce the hcavieft penalties, they 
could not furnifh the fum demanded of them. 
However, the council denied them the liberty of de- 
parting; but the tax was moderated, and by this 
means they drew from them the little they had re- 
gaining. 

Henry renewed thefc extortions the year fol- 
lowing. He reprefented that, notwithftandingall 
the taxes he had raifed, he ftill continued involved 
in debt. Hefolemnly declared his debts amounted to 
two or three hundred thoufand marks. He obferved, 
that he mult defray the expert ces of his houfhold ; 
and therefore he demanded eight thoufand marks of 
the Jews. They reprefented once more to the king, 
that they were ready to quit the kingdom, and that 
the pope's ufurers had compleatcd their ruin. The 
king, enraged with this refufal, fold them to his 
brother Richard. It was not doubted but that 
Richard would treat them more harflily than his 
brother, and demand double the payment of his 
debt; but he took pity on them* becaufe he was 
convinced of their poverty and diftrefs. 

Befides thefe misfortunes which overwhelmed 
them, the Jews of Lincoln were accufed of mur- 
deringa child. There were three particular circum- 
ftances in this accufation. One was, that the Jews 

t^n ac D C re- a ~ of Lincoln had invited four others from every 

city in England tor affift at this facrifice. A fecond, 
that the murderer confefTed, when his life was pro- 
mifed him, thkt this facrifice was renewed every 
year, though it was not always difcovered. The 
third was, that the king refuting to ratify thepro- 
mife of faving the Jews, they not only put him to 
death, but arretted ninety-one prifoners at London, 
and punifhed many others of them capitally. 

The king, who reigned with fuch extortion, and 
exhaufted his fubjefts by his avarice, muft of ne- 
ceffity create himfelf cruel enemies ; therefore they 
Apartyin combined againft him in England. The earls of 

^thftand Leicefter and Gloucefter heading the leaguers, gave 
the wng's him battle, in which his brother Richard, who was 
opprefton. ca u e j king of Germany,becaufc he had been eledied 

emperor by the fuffrages of fome princes, and king 
Henry, with his fon Edward, were made prifoners 
of war. Edward made his efcapc, by obtaining the 
liberty of exercifing his horfes in a neighbouring 
meadow. He defeated the earl of Leicefter, who 
was found flain upon the fpot ; and Henry, hav- 
ing rcafcended the throne, confifcated the leaguers 
eftates to the ufe of thofe who had continued faith- 
ful to him. Butnone of thefe revolutions were ad- 
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fynUoguc vantageous to the Jews; for the leaguers feized upon 
ftue3.° their fynagogue at Lincoln, and pafled from thence 

into the ifle of Ely, where they ftill made greater 
ravages. Thus, however the wheel of fortune 
turned, this unhappy nation was ftill opprefled. 

It is pretended that Henry III. banifhed them 
out of England by an irrevocable cdidr. The mo- 
tives of this exile are varioufly reported. A Jewifh 
hiftorian fays, they were accufed to the king of adul- 
terating the coin. The king ealily perceived the in- 
nocence of the accufed, and that the deponents were 
guilty of the crime they had charged on others. But, 
not withftanding, they went on with their accufation, 
and produced witnefles. The king feeing them fo 
cruelly bent, was afraid that the people would ex- 
terminate that na tion, and therefore ordered them 
to depart his territories. 

Moft Chriftian authors agree con 
of banifhment, made againft the J 



the thirteenth century, in king Edward's reigbj and 
manifeft proofs are found of it in fome chanceries rht *< 
of England. Trivet affirms, that Edward III. ba- Ift 
nifhed the Jews out of his kingdom, gave them wari 
money for their paflage into France, and afterwards 
confifcated their eftates. Polydore Virgil attributes 
this edict to a council held at London in the year 
iapi, which defigning to feparate the fheep from 
the goats, commanded, by a public edidt, all the 
Jews to depart England in a few days, giving them 
liberty to carry away their effedts. They obeyed the 
decree : and thus this nation, c 4 Which was prodi- 
" gioufly numerous in England, departed out of it 
u forever ; ftill wandering from one place to ano- 
u ther, till it was entirely loft ; and its lofs will not 
44 be very aifecfling, provided they leave us their 
M facred books, without which it would be difficult 
44 to preferve our religion in future." 
frefledtion of this hiftorian. 



Such is the 



Edward, the preceding year, had pafled fuch ano- 
ther decree for all the provinces he pofleflcd in 
France. The motive alledged for this feverity, 
was, that the Jews entering into too ftridt an inti- 
macy with the Chriftians, corrupted them. How- 
ever that might be, it is plain they never appeared in 
a body in this kingdom from that time till they were 
recalled to it in the time of Oliver Cromwell, as 
will be feen in its proper place. 



CHAP. XV. 



Frequent accufations againft the Jews in Germany, 
They countenance the irruptions of the Perfians inn 
the weft. Jflifi the Tartars. Majfacred in Bavaria* 
jit Bern^ &c. Learned ratifies in Germany. Jews 
flour ijh in Lithuania. Decrees of the council of Vi- 
enna. Precaution taken at Augfburg againft falfe 
oaths. Jews again majfacred. R Mordecai hanged* 
Frefh commotions. Protested by the bijbop of Spires. 
Perfections, eaufed by the Flagellants. Wells t>oi- 
foned in Germany. Maffacre in Bohemia, 
finally expelled the empire. 



TTTHETHER the Jews were really more wicked Freps \ 
W in Germany than in other countries, or the^jjj 
people more fupcrftitioufly zealous againft them, the jm 
there is not a kingdom where they have been ac-^^ 
cufed of more enormous crimes, and of a greater 
variety and number of them, during thefe two cen- 



turies. 

r 

One of the principal crimes charged upon tbeTbeycw. 
Jews in Germany, was favouring the conquefts of 
the Perfians and Tartars, a multitude of whom tiouof 
quitted the eaft to ravage in the welt. Theirincur-^?^ 
fions did not laftlong; for they returned into Perfia; think 
and, aftonifhed at the obftacles they found totheir 
intended conquefts, gave up a defign which three 
magicians of the fame nation at Cologne had fug- 
gefted. It is faid that the Jews of this country, 
whofe difperfion inclined them to liften to every 
vague infinuation, flattered therafelves that the 
Perfians would become their deliverers. Their 
hopes and joy were the greater fcaudal to the Chrif- 
tians, becaufe they did not difguife them, but called 
the fon of him who commanded this army David, 
imagining that he would be their king. 

Though their hopes were difappointed in this par- jheyafii 
ticular, they entertained new ones ftill more chime- thc ™' 
rical, when they heard that a prodigious multitude 
of Tartars had penetrated into Hungary, and, after 
they had ravaged it, threatened Bohemia, and the 
neighbouring countries. The emperor was in a 
conftcrnation, and forced to fue for alfiftance to all 
Chriftian princes ; and crufades were ltrongly re- 
commended againft thofe enemies of the Chriftian 
name, but with little (uccefs, becaufe Frederic's 
enemy, the pope, fought his and the empire's ruin. 
The emperor, however, made head againft the bar- 
barians; and Conrade, his fon, giving them battle, 
obliged them to retire. 
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tranfient profperity they had enjoyed, imagined 
that the Tartars were of their nation, and that they 
came to their afliftance. They pretended thatthcir 
anccftors, who were taken to the banks of the Cai- 
pain Sea, had brought forth this people, that carri- 
ed defolatien and terror wherever they went, and 
therefore relblved to join and fuccour them with 
jfupplies of provifions and arms. To do this the 
more cifettually, theypromifed the princes topoi- 
foii the wine they carried, and thus to deftroy thefe 
barbarians. But their fraud being difcovered, they 
were made prifoners, delivered to the executioners, 
and died by their own fwords. The mod favour- 
able thing for the Jews in this event was, that the 
emperor Frederic was alfo fufpe&ed of calling in 
thefe barbarians. However, the accufation was 
falfe ; for the clergy and the pope had invented it 
to render him odious : and fb far was he from join- 
ing and correfbonding with this nation, which came 
only , with defigns to ravage the empire, that he 
expelled them, and reftored the king of Hungary 
to his throne. 

They were accufed, the fame year, of obftrudHng 
the converfion of a young man of their nation, who 
was inclined to be baptized at Frankfort. This ac- 
cufation feems better grounded than many-others; 
becaufe, as it was common for this people, and par- 
ticularly amongft their fathers, in order to prevent 
the defcrtion of their children, frequently to go 
beyond the bounds prefcribed by reafon and the 
laws, the councils and emperors were often obliged 
to reftrain the violence of the Jews in oppoling 
thefe eonverfions. This oppofition coft the city of 
Frankfort and the Jews very dear ; for the people 
being incenfed that a conqueft of this kind (hould 
be taken out of their hands, mutinied, and betook 
themfelves to arms. Some Chrittians were killed 
tailmtl in the fray; and 180 Jews were deftroyed by the 
fword, or the fire that had been kindled ; but the 
flames continuing, and raging from houfc to houfe, 
half he city was confumed, which fubjected the reft 
of the Jews to frefh danger. The more prudent, to 
the numberof twenty~four, were baptized, to avoid 
death, arid among them the chief of their jfyna* 
gogue. 

The accufation of killing children at the phflbVer 
was current in Germany, and in all other places of 
the weft. This crime was imputed to them at Ha- 
guenau, in the Lower Alfatia. They were accufed 
of taking three children, of fe veil years old, which 
were found dead in one of their houfes. Complaints 
of it were brought to the emperor, who difmilTed 
the plaintiffs with an evaftve anfwer $ which f till 
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A more alarming accufation was preferred iti Ba- 
nyan*, varia, where an old woman confefled that (he had 
delivered a child to the jews, who had drained his 
blood for fome facrifice. The people of Munich 
rofe, and, without ftaying for the fentence of the 
judge, maflacrcd all the Jews they Could meet with. 
The officers in vain oppofing this fury, advifed the 
reft of the nation to take fan&uary in a fynagoguc, 
which was a building of ftorte ; but this rendered 
their mifery the more general j for the people pur- 
fued them thither, fet fire to the place, and burnt all 
thofe who thought themfelves fafe, whilft neither 
the duke or his officers could Hop their rage. 

Muchfuch another accufation wasbroughtagainft 
the Jews of Wertzburg and Bern, where they were 
maffacred in the fame manner ; and the two children 
killed by them canoni2edfor martyrs. 
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Notwithftanding all thefe accilfations, the na- 
tion of the Jews continued to multiply in Germany. 
Learning flouriflied in the fynagogues, which were 
governed by learned and illuftrious rabbins. The 
city of Germeftieim alone produced two ; one of 
which was Baruch de Germeftieim : for then they 
began to take furnames ; and as noblemen took 
theirs from the fiefs and lands they pofTefled, men 
of letters commonly derived theirs from the cities 
where they were born. Webavefpokenfufficiently 
of Baruch. Eliczer de Germccinaan was of the fame 
No. 51. 



city, arid one of the greateft cafuifts, who produced 
a work of great worth and learning* 

Ifaac of Vienna, author of u The Light fowh/* 

took the pains to tranferibe books for the (yna- 

gogues of his country, to render them more corre<5t 
and exadt; 



difcipl 



He had Meir de Rotteitibourg for hi* 
who excelled his matter, and became the 



judge and do&or of his nation, which drew upon 
him a long train of misfortunes; for, as he was 
thought to be very rich, or t6 have the management 
of his difciples purfes, the emperor, who loved mo- 
ney, laid a great tax upon him, and imprifbned him 
for defeat of payriient. One of his difciples bailed 
him, but he died before he obtained his liberty . A 
work is afcribed to him, intitled, Hattiflbats ; but 
he is but indire&ly the author of it, as .it was his 
difciples, after his death, who made a coHcdtion Of 
his decifions, afid gave them this title. 

The German Jews likewifc eitol their R.^mhoii 
for his learning, riches, and beauty, as well as his 
miraculous recovery of all Iris fingers and toes,, 
which the bifhbp of Mentz had cau fed to be ciat off 
for declining a conference with him, which he had 
promifed three days before : but this laft circutn- 
ftance has every femblance of a Jeivifti legend. 

Befides the advantage they enjoyed in the thir- jews flou- 
teenth century, of having a conliderable number ^J^ Li * 
of great men, they met with another; for Boleflaus, 
furnahied the Cbafte, gave them liberty of confer- 
ence* in Lithuania, with the addition of many con- 
(iderable privileges, which they preferved for 
many ages. He only imitated other princes, who 
generally took this nation into their prote&iou. 
This appears from the council of Vienna held at 
that time; 

. ■ • 1 

The council obferved, that the number and power Decrees of 
of the Jews were fo great, that the revenues of pa- thccotmcif 
fifh priefts were conhderably leflened by them ; and 
therefore they were obliged to make them amends 
proportionally to the profits they would have re- 
ceived from Chriftian families living in their pa- 
rifhfefc: that they hindered their wives and fchildreri 
from embracing Chriftlaftity, and yet circumcifed 
Chriftians, which was a prejudice to religion : and, 
laftly, that they multiplied their fynagogues, mak- 
ing them larger, higher, and more fumptuous. 
The council retrained thefe abufes by new de- 
crees : and* at the fame time that it allowed the 
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anttent fynagogues, ordered the new one* to be 
pulled down. 

But thefe decrees were ihfignificant, whilft princes 
and great men protefted thofe who refufed to obey 
thenij and ordered their officers to defend thofe 
who implored their fuccours. The diforder pro- 
ceeded to the laft extremity, infomuch that it was 
declared to the princes and their officers, that theV 
were excommunicated arid banifhed the church, if 
they continued to protect the Jews^ and refufed to* 
execute what the ecclefiaftits had determined a- 
gainft them* 

They were ootiged foon after to make frefti regii- p r ecau- 
lations at Augfburgh, on account of the improper uonsxaken 
oaths which were till then adminiftcred to them, and bufgifa- 
which they made no fcruple to break; and to oblige £jj[j£ falfe 
them to fwear by the laws of Mofes, holding their ° 8 
hand on the Pentateuch* The misfortune i$, that 
even this laft kind of oath is held by them to be an- 
nulled on the grand expiation day ; fo that at the 
moft they can be of force but one whole year. Wc 
may add, that they have their cafuifts likewife, who 
allow them to equivocate according to that con- 
ceflion of the Talmud, that it is lawful to diftembld 
for the fake of peace. 

Their difputes with the Caraites were then Very nifp 
violent. The latter were headed by a learned man, wi ^, the 
who, not content to expofe the extravagancies of 91 
the Talmud, and compofe a treatife on them, under 
the title of doftor Aaron, explained all the articles 
of faith, and called his book the Tree of Life, be- 
caufe he did not believe life was to be had without 
believing thefe articles. He believed the refurre&ion 
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of the dead, but confiued it only to the houfe of 
Ifrael. As zealous as he was for his fedt, it began 
thento degenerate from itsfirftprecHion j forbeing 
fond of traditions, Nifli, the fon of Noah, who 
lived at that time, was obliged to explain the Mif- 
nah, becaufe it was earneftly deftred of him. Aaron 
was alfo forced to pay fomc deference to his difci- 
ples ; and that he might not difguft them, gave an 
allegorical explication of feveralfcripturepaiTages. 
TheTalmudift's were glad to fee their enemies make 
an advance in their favour ; but they were not re- 
conciled, for their controverfies continued as vio- 
lent as ever. 

They foon laboured under a greater misfortune 
than that of difputesanddivifipn. Apeafant,named 

Raind Flaifch, rofe up during thenars that dis- 
turbed Germany, through the competition of Adol- 
phus of Naffau, and Albertus of Auftria, who were 
eledted emperors, and taking advantage of this con- 
fufion, gave out in the upper Palatinate, that he 
had a divine commiffion to exterminate the Jews-. 
He ran over Franconia, and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, proclaiming every where the fame thing. 
To give his pretence the more weight, aflcrted, 
that they had ftole a confecrated wafer. The peo- 
ple rofe upon this occafion, without examining it 
farther. The inhabitants of Nuremberg, Nieu- 
mark, Rottembourg, Amberg, and other cities of 
Bavaria and Franconia, excited by Raind Flaifch, 
feized all the Jews in that country, and committed 
them to the flames. Some chofe rather to burn 
themfelvcs with their furniture, wives and^chil- 
dren, then be thrown into the fire by the Chrif- 
tians. Ratifbonne more humanely faved its citizens. 
Duke Albertus of Auftria was willing to reftrain 
this violence > but he durft not make a bold experi- 
ment at a time thathispower tottered; and the lcaft 
difcontent of the people, who looked upon Raind 
Flaifch as a meflenger from heaven, .would have 
made them declare for the Count de Naifau. He 
was forced, therefore, to wait for a more favourable 
opportunity, which at length occurring, the Jews 
were reftored to their privileges, and Nuremberg 
amerced in a great fine, which was fo much the 



more burthenfome, becaufe part of the city had 
been reduced to allies by the fire the oppreffed had 
put to their houfes. 

The hatred of its inhabitants was not extinguifhed, 
for it burfl out again ten or twelve years after, and 
the famous R. Mordecai of Auftria loft his life by 
it. He had compofed a commentary upon fome 
books of the Talmud, and fome works of Ifaac 
Alphez, which are in great eftecm. Hecolle&ed 
all he thought worthy of notice from the books 

of tenrabbies, to which he added his own obferva- ... . _ 

tions. He left Auftria to come and teach at Triers, where the y enjoyed any quiet, becaufe Cafimer the 
whercJfaac, whofefamilycamefrom Dijon, was his Great, who was in love with a beautiful Jewefs, 

named Either, had granted them great privileges. 



for them to demand ufury, (ince they had been dealt 
with without any delign of fraud ; and therefore 
he feverely prohibited their being difturbed about 
ufuries for the future. 

The zeal of the Flagallants was a frefh fource of 
their calamities. This fedl, which had been almoft 
extindt, refumed vigourin theyear 1349? andcaufed 
new maflacres. A company of people, muttered Pe/^ 
under certain leaders, anembled twice a-day, and [i° n5C3 «- 
ftripping before the people, fcourged themfelves ih^i}* 
with cords. They drew into this fraternity the peo- Uat, « 
pic of Spires, Stralbourg, and fome other places. 
Thefe people, exafperated by theFlagellantsagainft 
the Jews, feized them, and burnt them in great 
numbers atThuringia. But their greateft calamity 
happened at Frankfort/where the Flagellants; hav- 
ing committed fome diforders, had contented to an 
accommodation, when a Jew, named Cicogne, 
whofe family was numerous in the place, defiring 
to avenge his brethren, threw:a piece of fire-work 
into the town-houfe. The flame reached the' 
church, which wasprefently reduced to afhes, and 
burnt as far as Saxenhaufen. Such a crime as this 
could not be fuffered to go unpunifhied : not only 
the guilty pcrifhed, but all the Jews irk the city, ex- 
cept.a few that efcaped into Bohemia. 

* 

■ * * ■ 

The Tews were deenfed, the fame year, of poifon- y^p* 
mg the welIs,fountains* and rivers ; though upon no G«raaj 
other foundation than thdt they efcaped the com- 
mon mortality, which, through the prevalence of 
the plague, happened in moft parts of Europe. A 
fufpicion w r asfufficient to condemn them ; and peb- , 
pie employed all the remains of ftrength and life 
they had to murder their enemies. They burnt 
the Jews in fome places, and maflacrcd them in 
others. Thofe of Mentz defended themfelves, and 
furprizing two hundred difarmed Chriftians, / werq 
cruel in their turn, and took an unmerciful revenge 
of them. The populace, provoked at this barba4 
rity, ran to arms, and fell upon their enemies with 
fuch fury, that twelve thoufand of them perifhecj 
on that lingle occafion. " They fet fire to their 
" houfes ; and the flames fpread to that degree, as 
" to melt down the great bell and glafs of the 
<c church of St. Quintin, This torrent over-run: all 
" Germany ; the imperial cities pulled down their 
" houfes, and made ufe of the materials to build cafr 
u ties and towers. They were the more violently 
u bent upon the ruin of the houfes of the Jews,be- 
" caufe they found great riches in the ruins." All 
the inhabitants of Ulm were burnt, with their fami- 
lies and efFe&s. The princes durit not engage in fo 
critical an affair, and the Jews found no where any 
place of retreat. There was no place but Lithuania 
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' colleague ; but returning to Nuremberg, he was 
caihtttgei condemned to be hanged there. 

The confufion, inftead of leffening, increafed. 
Frcshcwn-One Armleder, in the neighbourhood of Nalfau, 



motions, 



heading fome peafants, and encouraging them with 
the hopes of plunder, caufed them to take up arms 
againft the Jews. They over-ran feveral places, 
•killing all they met with, to enrich themfelves with 
the fpoils. The emperor Lewis of Bavaria, fore- 
feeing the confequences of this commotion, put a 
flop to it, by taking off Armledcr's head, who had 
occafioned fo deftrudtive afedition. 

• » 

Pope Clement jV. having called a council at Vi- 

• ennaagainft the tempters, made a decree a gain ft 
ufury, and thofe that exacted it. He alfo condemned 

. the approvers of it as heretics. This decree being 

• published*, the Jews were expo fed to many oppref- 
iions, which their exorbitant ufuries upon the Chrif- 
tians drew upon them. They were brought before 
the tribunals, and difputed their principal for hav- 
ing violated the law of the Chriftians. They efpe- 

Th Tews c ' a Hy felt l ' ,e effe&sof this law in Germany But 
pro%fted Menicho, bifhop of Spires, took upon him their 

»ho th of bl ~ c ^ e ^ ence 5 he urged, that the law did not refpe<ft 
* op 0 them, becaufe the church does not judge thofe that 

are without. He was perfuaded that it was lawful 
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inoic tnet nea to j^onemia couiu not hnd long Mafljcre 
quiet there. The people of Prague, difgufted 
at feeing them celebrate the feaft of .the pafs-*"'* 
over, chofe that day above all others, to burn their 
fynagogue, and thofe that performed their devo- 
tionsin.'it. The project was eafily executed : none 
made oppofition, or efcaped the death that ws pre- 
pared for them. This wasfo doleful an event, that 
the fynagogue of Prague preferves the memory of 
it in a prayer made fome time after, to deplore its 
calamity. 

Two years after Wenceflaus, king of Bohemia, 
and emperor, with defign to pleafchis fubje&s, to 
whom his vices had rendered him extremely odious, 
difcharged the nobility from all their debts to the 
Jews. This decree induced people to believe they 
might attempt any thing againft a nation which the 
empcrorrefufed to protedl. The maflacre began at 
Gotha, and grew terrible when the peafantsjoined 
the infurgents. Thofe of Spires put all to the 
fword, without regard to age or fex, except fome 
children, whom they carried to the church to be bap- 
tized. However, as fuch fort of executions are odi- 
ous, and depopulate countries, a flop was put to 
them, by punifhing fome of the mutineers. 
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wells; and this accusation, which drew death after 
it, and the mod cruel tortures, fpread itfelf into 
Germany, Italy, and Provence; at lead the Jewifh 
hiftorians give us this account : biit at the fame 
time they add, that the emperor acknowledged 
their innocence, and reprefented to his council, that 
it was importable to poifon a running fountain that 
ponftantly fupplied frefli waters. But the people 
maintaining, that they had feeri the Jews throw 
poifon into them, and pronouncing fome words in 
a low voice at the Tame time, the emperor, upon 
their importunities, refolved to banifli them. . The 
notice of this caufed great rejoicing among the fe- 
jcrjba- ditious, as if there was no puuiflimcnt too cruel for 
jiihcJtbc ■ thpfe . thac had been the deftruftion of fo many 
^ *" Chriftians : and thus the emperor was obliged to 

order them, by proclamation, either to 



change their religion 



or 



fi (/ o : 



CHAP. 3CVI. 



Tenor 



inference held between the Chriftians and Jew 
and fuccefs of it varioujly related. The confutation of 
pope Benedict XIII. againft the Talmud. Different 
notions concerning Fincent Ferrier. His converfiont 
not fincere. An infurreftion at Toledo. Conference 
before Alpkonfo. Learned rallies. Jews banifhed oiit 
of Spain by edift* of Ferdinand and Ifabella. Illuftri- 
ous refugees. Miferies of the fugitives. Ferdinand's 
politics cenfured. Jews retreat to Portugal. Treache- 
ry and cruelty of king Emanuel towards them. Diff- 
mutation of 'many Jews ', and thofe among ft the eminent 
for birth and learnt 



the law and the Chriftians, oiicof the rabbies prefcht 
gave the cardinal of St. Angelo a writing,- in which 
he declared, that the paflages drawn iftrom this book 
appeared to him offcnilve apd erroneous : -that it 
was true, another fenfe might b,e; given thfm, .but 
that he did not know it ; and therefore he coi^feiles, 
that he does not pretend to defend ^them r hqif juftify 
them, and difowus all the aufwers be mi&ht have 
made to elude them. And all fche rabbies prefent, 
except Jofeph Albo and Ferrer, fabferibed the fame 
declaration. 
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*The Chriftians add, that three or fotir thoufluid 
perfons were, converted by Jer omes picte,; which 
rendered it infinitely valuable : aij4 -t^ia«t Jofeph 
Albo, who was afraid all the ^nagcgiies Would b^ 
deferted, comppfed the Articles ©f Faith;, in, which 
he endeavoured to fettle the wavering faith flf the 
people* 



It is tnoft certain that fiehetliAXlli / the year ^6t-Ben e a;a 



conftitu- 



lowing ptiblifheda fconfthtitiori againft thtTalnlud, tinnM{n * 
and the Jevvifti niuries. Bdt as this aftti-pd£fe Wa£ the t«u 
depofed fome time after, his Corifthutioh WkS coh- mud ' 
ccaled with his other ordinance?, fo that ; the [lews 
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THE Jews had lived for along time, and multi- 
plied in Spain, where they had their fynagogues, 

famous dottors, and confiderable Settlements, when ,, , . ™ m-— a rn. o 1 j 

■c* 1: a ~, o ^«oi M iui A », +A4Vsi*,+A peared at thistime. 1 hey call hina» " The Splendor 

Ferdinand, pretending a zeal for religion, refolved £ . n /v,u, ; , p, ~f 



felt hot the effeft of it* Jt ipkqqwn too, that Jofeph 
AJbo endeavoured to confirm: t]\b faithj^f the Jews ' ; " 
that was ftaggered by this confe/ence . HppubiiUied 
his Articles of Faithw which he reduced to the cxift- 
ence of God, the law ofMofcs, and future punifh- 
ments and rewards. His work is in fuch efteem, 
that Gedaiia, a Polander, has commented upon, it, 
under the title of the Planted Tree : his notes arc 
the roots of the tree, the references to fcripture 
paffages are the branches, and the allegorical expli- 
cations the leaves. Thus this commentary is a 
perfect or planted tree. 

Vincent Ferrier, another famous converter, ap- Different 



banilh 

the people exiled, and the families, who were ter- 
rified with this banifhment, reduced to diflemble 
from one generation to another. But as this revo- 
lution did not happen till the end of the fifteenth 
century, and was preceded with many confiderable 
events, we (hall give an account of them before we 
pafs on to their final expulfion. 

■ 

The anti-pope Benedict XIII. was in Arragon, the 
only place he had remaining, and which was his 
whole jurifdhftion. He was inclined to fignalizc 
his. zeal by attacking the Jews. He began with 
conferences. Jerome deSan&a Fide, who had de-^ 
ferted the fynagogue, and was his phyfician, put 
him upon this defign, by afluring him, that he could 
convince all his adyerfaries, from paffages out of 
the Talmud, of the re&itude of their tenets.; The 
principal rabbies of the kingdom were fummoned, 
aud Don Vidal was, chofen for the defendant on the 
part of the Jews in this controverfy. 

Conference As Benedict defrayed all the charges, the Jews 
t^he treated him with Angular conrfplaifahce and reifpedl : ; 
chriftians though they e^prefled themlelves with fome acri- 
jewi 1 , c mony againft phyficiaii, who, a$ appears 

the chief promoter, as well as condudqr, of this 
conference. The tenor and fuccefs ofit ar#vari- 
oufly related by the Jewifh and Ghriftian hiftonansi 
who have tranfmitted it to us, though they hot* 
were prefent, and bore a fliare in it. 

The Jews own that they gave many hifhops, who 
were prefent, money to prevail with the pope to put 
a fpeedy end to it; but that the pope remained 
fteady, and would have Jerome dc San&aFide ftand 
to hispromife. They add, that their do&ors came 
off with honour j that they were only , ordered to 
reftore part o£ the exceflive ufuries they had taken 
from the Chriftians ; but that, upon application to 
Mark, pope of Florence, they were difcharged, and 
fet art entire liberty. 

The Chriftians affert, that Jerome, having pre- 

fented a writing the fame year to the anti-pope, con- 
taining the dangerous errands of the Talmud againft 

No. 51. 



was 



notions 

of Spain, the Light of Valencia, the Prodigy ofvinwu" 
" theUniverfe, and the Model of the Domimcans. nFc ^' 
He was chofen to maintain to the people the vali- 
dity of Ferdinand's eJedlion ; who by that mean? 

became king of Spain, and who afterwards fnade 
him a noble recOmpcnce/ He was fttwfifd of the 
palace, and confeflbr to the anti-pope BenediflE 

X11L In a word^ they have hot failed to canonize 

him, and there is hardly a charch in Spain bat re*' 

ceives his office. - 

The Jews call him Murfrmer, that is, aporfate, as 

if he had deferted the fynagogue to embrace Ghri A 
tianity . But'yet it is faid, that he Was born a Chri£ 
tiart, of art illuftrious family, and known at Valen- 
cia, which, f<?r h long time, bad gorte by the ttame 
bf Fehier% 

r • I * * 

Notwithftandirig all thh edat, th6 cohVerfion^ vincehe 
he made muft be Irill much.iufpe&ed, becaufe they F«ncr"if 
wife "bit of tiitirt dtiratibri. There is a writing SSI "oc 
preferved in the Vatican library, of one Durari, a fiocwc - 
rabbi, who, fift^f he had enibraced. Chriftianity, 
wrote to his fdft, that life fliotild not imitate his father. 
The Whole letter was equivocal. It was believfed, 
at firft reading, 'tlWt it was an exhbftation to ftand 
faft in the religiofi he hdd embraced : but the my fte- 
ry Was eafily* uncovered $ arid it appeared, from at- 
tentive conlidei'afiott, that this father meant to 6b- 
lige hisfontb return tbjudaifm, which he had left 
atVincentFerrier^inftigation, and embraced again 
four years after. Indeed, moft of the new converts, 

having dHfeiiihled.for fome time, took off the dil- 
gttife, arid made it known, that they had only yield- 
ed to force and rieCeffity. 

Such were the cOnVerfioris of Vincent Ferrier ifi 
Spain. The Jews, whom he had drawn by multi- 
tudes into the church, were no foorier at home, than 
they refumed the praAice of their ancient ceremo- 
nies. They circurricifed their children in fecret, 
obferved the feaft of the patiover, and all other 
Jewifh feltivals arid rites. * 

As the Jews w£re brought in for their ftiare in all 
the miferies that befel the kingdoms where they 
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lived, tlicy had a good part in the infurre&ion of 
the city of Toledo, which complained that ita 
privileges had been violated by the impolition of a 
tax, though a light one, and nccefiary to the war. 
The mutineers plundered the houfes of the richeft 
citizens, and flew thofe that refilled. The Jews 
were not fparcd ; but the violence was carried even to 
the pofterity of the converts, when laws were enabl- 
ed, excluding all, both Jewilh and heathen new 
converts, from all offices. The clergy protected 
them ; for the dean of the cathedral church of To- 
ledo reprobated this order of the inhabitants; and 
caufed public thefes to be held, in which he op- 
pofed it- The better to mauifeft the confequence 
and injuftice of it, or rather to engage a greater 
number of people in his intereft, he mentioned many 
illuftrious families by name, who were allied to thofe 
of the converted Jews, and therefore deprived of em- 
ployments. Pope Nicholas V. then publifhed a 
bull againft: this decree, excommunicating all thofe 
who offered to exclude the converted Jews and hea- 
thens from political and eccleliaftical offices, from 
the priefthood and government. 

Conference All this while the Jews were eftccmcd and pro- 
tafotc au tested by king Alphonfo the Great, and his gran- 
pbonfo, c j ces . an j j t - s uni j cr jjj s reign that one of their wri- 
ters places a conference which happened between 
that monarch and one Thomas, furuamed the Subtle 
Philofopher, who came opportunely thither; as one 
of the bifliops had preached a fevcre fermon againft 
them, in which he impudently affirmed that they 
could not celebrate their paflbver without {bedding 
fome Chriftian blood. The king was happy in hav- 
ing fo learned a man to confute that abfurd notion, 
which he accordingly did, and with that llrength 
and energy that might be expected from a perfon 
of his character. 



Marianus affirms, that fevent 



fo 
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However, the fynngoguc was then in pofleffion of Chriftians. 



or eight hundred thou 
fuant to this edict. The Jews reckon an hundred 
and twenty thoufand families, and fix hundred thou- 
fand individuals. The favour Abravantl fo long 
had with the king and queen, could not prefcrve iiluftWo 
him from the fame fate, lie was obliged to embark, tt,u * <<1 
and depart with the reft, for Italy. He muft have 
been accuftomed to exiles; for however glorious 
his life was, he was often obliged to fly. In the 
bloom of his youth he appeared at the court of Al- 
phonfo in Portugal, and had a great fliare in his fa- 
vour ; but John II. -his fon, having different no- 
tions, Abravanel ftolc fecretly into the kingdom of 
Caftile. Ferdinand and Ifabella appointed him to 
the fuperintendance of their finances. They fay he 
amafled great treafure in a fliort time, and was 
expelled with the reft of his nation. He re- 
tired to Naples, and quickly procured the king's 
favour, to whom he did great fervices : but this 
prince being dead, and Charles VIII. having pof. 
fefTed himfelf of the kingdom of Naples without 
any oppolition, Abravancl was obliged to fly to Si- 
cily, with Alphonfo II. who fucceeded his father. 
He preferved his fidelity to his prince in the midft 
of diftrefles which difpoiled him of his riches and 
crown. Alphonfo died in Sicily; and Abravanel 
was obliged again to change his place of refuge. 
This rabbi is famous, not only for a long feries of 
viciffitudes, but efpecially for his works. He is 
the moft ufeful of all the rabbles for the under- 
(landing of fcripture. He wrote in a pure and in- 
telligible ftile ; though it be too prolix, and hath 
more of the drain of a rhethorician than a com- 
mentator. He explains the literal fenfe of fcrip- 
ture, and handles the moft important queftions that 
are found in the books he has commented. He was 
a good-natured man, and lived in familiarity with 



great advantages ; for, befides the learned of Arra- 
gon before-mentioned, many others appeared. Cha- 
mai was famous at that time for his cafuillry . 

Joel, the fon of Sciocu, publifhed fermons. This 
preacher was prolix and diffufe, the two common 
error of thofe who harangue the people : yet he was 
much eftcemed as a learned man ; and competent 
judges have thought his explication of fome chap- 
ters of the Pentateuch very inftructivc. 

Laftly, the family of Alcadeb produced two fa- 
mous aftrononiers, the uncle and nephew, who both 

compiled altronomical tables. But we (hall not bi- 
fid longer upon this head, as wcfhall find hereafter 
many learned men included in the fentence of con- 
demnation and banifhment, and involved in thclaft 

calamity that fvvallowed up this nation, and expel- 
led it out of Spain. 

Ferdinand and Ifabella accomplifhcd this work. 
After they had put an happy end to the war againft 
the Moors, they thought of nothing more than de- 
moliflnng the fynagogues, and getting rid of the 
Jews. To this end they iflued an edict, commanding 
that nation to depart the kingdom of Spain within 
the fpaceof four mouths, or embrace Chriftianity. 
IXld out" Turrecremata, who was the inftigator of this per- 

aneStiot' '* ecul ' on » advifecl fliortening the term, and forbad 
° thefupplying them with provifions, under great pe- 
nalties, or lending any afliftance to thofe who fhould 
not be gone in April. Some hiftorians are of opi- 
nion, that the liberty granted them of carrying off 
their gold and jewels was revoked, and that they 
were only permitted to change them for cloth, wine, 
and other merchandize. But this prohibition was 
not rigoroufiy executed, fince the Jews found 
means to cax'ry off thirty millions of ducats. Such 
as had the courage to leave their country, were 
obliged to pay fom.e ducats per head to the king for 
their freight ; and thofe that would not, or could 
not go for the want of money, became flaves, and 
their goods were confifcated. This lad claufc was 
fo rigoroufiy executed, that two velfels which were 
laden, not being able to fail at the fixed time, they 
unmercifully fold all thofe thw were on board to 
the Spaniards. 



Ferdinand 
an J Ifa- 
bella. 



There was alfo amongft the famous refugees of 
that time, Ifaac, the fon of Arama, a great philofo- 
pher, and greater cafuift. The Jews highly efteem 
his Explication of the Law ; though fome critics 
think it too diffufe, allegorical, and full of morals 
altogether Jewifli. He brought with him R . Meir, 
his fon, one of the principal rabbies of his time, and 
author of a commentary upon Job, which Buxtorf 
has attributed to his father. Another was Jofeph 
Gigatella, who, during his exile, applied himfelf to 
the exposition of the divine attributes and names. 
Ifaac Karo was one of thefe exiles. He retired firft 
I into Portugal, and went thence to Jerufalem ; but 
he loft his children and books by the way. He lived 
a very folitar)' life, and compofed the Generations 
of the Children of Ifaac, to comfort thofe that had 
loft them. Abraham Zacuth lived alfo at that time. 
Bartolocci confounds him with Abraham the Jew, 
who has tranflated a Treatife about the Virtue of 
Medicines, out of Arabic. Thefe two authors pub- 
lifhed a perpetual almanack ; and both of them were 
great ftudiers of aftronomy. The latter was of Sa- 
lamanca, and taught at Saragolfa j but he was ob- 
liged to quit his country by Ferdinand's edict. He 
retired to Portugal, where king Emanuel gave him 

the title of his hiftoriographer. Here it was he 
compofed the Juchaffin, the famous book of gene- 
rations from the creation of the world to the year 
1500. 

The mifcry of the exiles was extreme. The fire 
feizedfome tranfport veflels, and confumed all the 
paflengers : many were fliipwrecked, and periilied 
in the fea, cither through default, or defign of the 
pilots. The peftilencc having infected the reft, the 
pilots fet them on fliore. Part of thofe that landed 
being cured, died of hunger. Others arrived at Fez, 
where the inhabitants, frightened at fuch multitudes 
of fugitives, fliut up the gates. They were forced to 
fet up tents in the fields, and to live upon herbs, 
which the drought and barrennefs rendered very 
fcarce. Belides the injuries of the air, they were 
compelled to fubmit to the infulence of fome inha- 
bitants, who thought all things were permitted then* 
againft the miferable. One of them took a virgin 
by forcefromher parents face ; and afterwards mur- 
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dcred her, for fear flic had conceived, ami would 
bring forth a few. A fail or furprizcd a company of 
children, who enmc to look for {hell and other filh 
when the fca retired. He brought them on hoard 
his hark, where he gave them bread, which attract- 
ed a great number of them. One day he weighed 
anchor, and carried off all the young children, which 
he fold to fome perfous of quality, and made flaves 
of the reft. Many other and more atrocious cruel- 
ties were perpetrated by thefe barbarians. 

People murmured greatly again ft the politics of 
the king of Spain, who depopulated his kingdom by 
fo mil taken a perfecution. Belides, he ran the riile 
of a rebellion, fince 830,ooc. people, driven to de- 
ipair, were capable of making a dangerous infur- 
rcction ; and Abravanel had reafon to extol this ex- 
emplary fidelity of his nation, when it might have 
taken arms againft its perfecutors, and railed a civil 
war for fofevcrca decree- Ferdinand doubtlefs had 
taken precautions againffc an event he had reafon 
to fear. Religion feemed only a veil to cover the 
conduit of Ferdinand, who was infinitely ambitious. 
We cannot anfwer for the motions of the human 
mind, wliofe fprings are not only hidden, but diffe- 
rent, according to the circumftances of times* But 
it fcems that the king and queen facrificed the pros- 
perity of the kingdom to ambition, their predomi- 
nant paffion. 

John If. king of Portugal, lying at the very gates 
of Spain, was willing to enrich himfclf with his 
neighbours fpoils. The intercft of his kingdom de- 
manded, that he fhould afford a retreat to the Jews, 
from whom he had received confidcrable fcrvices. 
He had fent fome of them to the coaft of Ormus, 
and the Red Sea, who brought him a faithful ac- 
count, and ferved him in the difcovcry of the Eaft- 
ladies ; but yethe did notjove them. Neverthelefs, 
from motives of policy, he received them, but im- 
p.ofed on them mod rigorous conditions. Each was 
obliged to pay him .eight gold crowns for the. privi- 
lege of refuge. .He moreover fixed a time* beybncL 
which it was not lawful* for them to continue in his 
territories without entering into flavcry. The two 
conditions were difebarged by many fugitives that 
retired into this ^kingdom, and afterwards chofe 
rather to live in fiavery, than expofe themfelves to 
frefli misfortunes. They complained that he fent a 
vaft number into thellles of Thieves, newly difcover- 
cd, where they miferably perifhed. But at the fame 
time they comfort themfelves with a notion, that 
Heaven took vengeance on him ; for he died young; 
and his foil, who, by marrying Ifabella, became heir 
to many kingdoms, fell from his horfe into the Ta- 
gus, from whence he was carried to a peafant's cot- 
tage, where he died ; fo that the crown devolved 
to another branch. 

Emanuel, John's fucceflbr, at firft feemed to com- 
panionate thefe oppreffed wretches, and reftored 
them to their liberty. But the alliance he made 
with Ifabella and Ferdinand altered his firft notion. 
Ifabella plainly declared, that (he would not have a 
man to her fon-in-law that fufFered the enemies of 
their religion in his kingdom. Emanuel, therefore, 
facrificed the Jews and Moors to an alliance he 
thought more advantageous. He allowed both of 
them to depart out of his dominions. He kept his 
J««Hery word with the latter, as fearing reprifals would be 
ing , of UC made in Africa upon the Chriftians. But he doubly 
to thc^' violated his faith with the Jews, by depriving them 
jcws. c of the liberty to carry away their children above 

fourteen years of age, which reduced them to that 
defpair, that fome of them killed themfelves ; and 



A 
fuch 



moiigft thofc that turned Chri/li.lns, to avoid 

i a train of difuftcrs as they faw before them,, 

many were hardily ufed, from a too jufl miftruft of 
their /inccrity > and a great number were maffacrcd 
upon the firll {light occafion : all which outrages 
fecm to have been but too much encouraged by the 
cruelty and treachery with .which king Emanuel 
had ufed that unfortunate people; 

4 

Some hiftorians charge this difafter lipon the 
Jews, affirming, they drew it upon themfelves, be- 
caufc fome of them, after publicly profeflingChrlf- 
tianity, and being baptized, were found celebrating 
the feaft of the paflbver in fecret : but. Mariana 
ought to be preferred before all foreigii arid Ger- 
man authors. Neverthclefs, it is true that molt of 
thofe that remained in Spain and Portugal diflcm- 
bled inftead of being converted, which is the natu- 
ral effedt of perfecution in matters of religion. The 
moft furprifing thing is, that this religion fpreads 
from generation to gerieratlbu, and ftul iubfifts jji 
the perfons of diflemblers to a renbote pb'fterity . In Diffimuia- 
vain the great men of Spain make alliances, change ^onof ma- 
their names, and take ancietit efcitcheoris ; they anithof© 
are ftill known to be of a Jevyifh race, and Jews 
themfelves. The convents of monks and nuns are ncn'for 
full of them. Moft of the Canons, inquifitors, and- ^inS? 
bifliops, proceed from this nation. Moreover, he 
brings proof of his aflbrtion, in maintaining, that 
there are, in the fynagogne of Amfterdam, brothers 
and lifters, and near relations to good families of 
Spain and Portugal ; and even Francifan monks, 
Dominicans, and Jcfuits, who come to do penance, 
and atone for the crime they have committed iri 
diffembling. 

» f 

Amongthofe who, beingatlerigth tired with fucH 
impious diffimulation, returned to Judaifhi, divers 
were men of great learning, and appear by their 
•works to have been well verfed in the jewifh laws. 
Jofeph, the fan of Jofhua, who continued his chro- . 
riology till the year 1554, [\*aa a Spaniard, and the * 
beft hiftorian this nation has had lince jofephus. 
Ben Virgse was another Spaniard, who has collect- 
ed feveral ncceflary rules for the underftandirig the 
Gemara, which are the more iifeful, be.caufc they 
were forgotten by other interpreters. lifaac Cor- 
dofa, a defciendaht alfo from the Portuguele dif- 
femblers, became one of the principal phyficians 
of Caftile ; where he wrote his Spanifh trail con- 
cerning the ufcfulnefs of water and fnow, and cold 
or hot drink. But at length, being tired with his 
difguife, he quitted Spain and the Catholic religion 
with his name Ferdinand, which he had received at 
hisbaptifm, and retired to Verona about the middle 
of thelaft century. He printed his treatife, in which 
he expatiates on the particular prerogatives of the 
Jewifh people, which ought to make them honour- 
ed, notwithstanding their miferies and difperfions, 
which God only fends for the punUhment of their 
fins. He obferves, that this nation waschofen by- 
God; that it alone is feparated from all other na- 
tions ; that it received the fabbath and circumcifion 
from heaven ; and that the Divinity inftru&ed it by 
infpired men. For thefe reafons the inquifition is 
watchful over thefe new Chriftians; and they are 
ftill fufpe&ed by the cruel minifters of this tribunal, 
who enrich themfelves with their fpoils. The lead: 
fufpicion fuffices to make them guilty. For, in- 
deed, whenever any accident happens in the king- 
dom, the people accufe them of judaizing in fecret, 
and bringing down the Divine vengeance. An in- 
ftance of it was feen at the beginning of the laft 
century, when a Dominican put himfelf at the 
head of thefe mutineers, and they plundered, ra- 



others, facrifieing nature to their religion, became 11 vaged, and killed, four or five thbufand of thefe 
their own executioners. Befides, after they had (j converts, 
afllgncd them three ports, whither they were to 
embark, they reduced them toone,fo that they were 
obliged to alter their meafures 7 make a double jour- 
ney, and cxhaurt their treafures. In fine, the delays 
that were given to the embarkation made great 
xtumbers niifcrable, 

No. 51. 



The Jewifh authors bitterly complain that thefe 
feverities are ftill continued in full vigour againft 
thematCordova, Lifbon, Conofbra, and even in the 
Eaft and Weft Indies. 



E 



6i 



J* 



Book Ji, 



C tl A P. XVII. 

Jews tinder Tamertame. Eflablijlmcnt of the empire 
of the Great Mogul, Arguments proving that there 
were Jews at Cachemire. Conquefis of Ifomael Sophi. 
SucceJJion of Sophi. ContraU between the Jews and 
Mujfulmcn. Amur at h IV. favours the Jews. Ex- 
ecution of the treaty. Horrid ma (J a ere of the Jews. 
Jews dij graced and diftinguifocd by drefs in Perfia. 
Jews at Schiras. At Goa. In Armenia and Media. 

^mcrbw TPHE Jews fufFered much by the rapid conqnefts 
amcran . of Tamerlane; for this conqueror, having fix- 
ed his capital at Samarcand, palled on to Chora- 
zan, where they were numerous. He feized upon 
Bagdad, and all the Irak ; and pafled into Syria, 
where he plundered Datnafcus. He defeated Baja- 
zet, who reigned in Anatolia, where his nation had 
confiderable fettlements ; and, as he laid wafte all 
places where his armies marched, it is no wonder 
that the Jews were ruined and difperfed by his in- 
vafions. Tamerlane followed Gin gizkan's religion, 
which confifted in feven or eight precepts, dictated 
by the law of nature. Though he has been repre- 
fented as a barbarian and illiterate, becaufe he had 
followed no other profeflion than arms, yet he was 
a lover of men of letters, and maintained a great 
number of them, with whom he often converfed. 
Phyficians and aftronomers were very well received 
at his court. Hence we have rcafon to believe that 
many Jews were in it, lince they excelled in thefe 
two fciences. 

The conquefts of Tamerlane were divided be- 
twixt his Tons and grandfons, who could not agree 
about fharing the fucceflion, and weakening them- 
lelves by their divifion. Nevertheless, they fup- 
por:ed themfelves an hundred years, till a com- 
mander of the Ufbecs entered Chorazan, and, by 

me?c l of" conc l ue rt ? took it from them. Arbek, a defcendent 
the empire of Tamerlane, was obliged to fly to the Indies, 

of the - ' - - -J 
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where he let up the enipirc of the Great Mogul. 
We are told there was a province of Cachcmire 
full of jews; that came thither in Soloman or Sal- 
mauazar's time, who have left traces of their efta- 
bliftiment, by which they are difcovered at this day. 
Mr. Thevenot defired one of his friends to examine 
whether the inhabitants of this country had the Holy 
Scripture, and whether their Old Teftament was like 

ours? But he anfwered, that though there were for- II Iflimael. From this blind prince proceeded the 



tc loft the purity of their law, turned idolaters, and 
" at laft Mahometans." 

The writer, who gives this account, is in the 
right; for it is not to be doubted but that there 
were fome Tews in the dominions of the Great Mo- 
gul. The mifcries they were reduced to in the eaft, 
by frequent wars, obliged fonie. of them to follow 
Arbek, with his other fugitive fubjefts ; and as they 
go into all places where they can make their for- 
tunes, the profperity of thefe princes might, in their 
turn draw over merchants, aftron*omers, and phy- 
ficians. 

The body of the nation remained in Perfia and 
Media : but as their academies had been deftroyed, 
and the fciences could not fiourifh amidft the con- 
fufions of war, their learned men, and heads of 
the captivity, have for a long time difappeared ; 
and even the private perfons, difperfed in the pro- 
vinces and cities, made a fad figure, becaufe they 
had been ruined. It is faid they raifed. their heads 
under Iflimael Sophi, founder of the family that 
reigned in Perfia. This prince, who reckoned 
himfelf a defcendent from Ali, gathered all thofc 
who were devoted to this feet, and all the unfor- 
tunate that would follow him. He found but feven J^[g£ ft 
or eight thoufand men in Caramania, which is the fophi. mwl 
ancient Cilicia ; but with this fniali number he 
threw himfelf into one of the provinces of Media, 
and flew Ferokhead, the king of it. Tiiis firft vic- 
tory, obtained at fourteen years of age, put him in 
a capacity to take Tauris, which fome geogra- 
phers confound with Ecbatana, and make himfelf 
matter not only of the reft of Media, but alfo of Perfia, 

Iflimael Sophi died in the year 152.0, being thirty- Succeffon 
eight years old, and left the empire to his fonTha- ofs ^ 
hamafb, who, being engaged in a long war with 
Soliman, was at laft obliged to ruin his own coun- 
try, that he might not be purfued, nor taken in his 
retreat. The fultanefs poifoned him, to fet a fon 
flie had by him on the throne. But as this fon was 
vifiting.his father's treafures, his fiftcr caufed him 
to be {lain by the officers flie had fuborned to execute 
her defign. She prefently releafed Iflimael JI; her 
other brother, out of prifon, to place him upon the 
throne : but he ungratefully flew her a little time 
after. His fubje&s, unable to bear him, poifoned 
him after a reign of two years; and eftablifhed a 
third fon of Thahamaft), who was blind and called 
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proving 
that there 
were Jews 
ac Cache- 
mire. 



cc Perhaps fome of them might be found in China ; 
* c for I have lately feen in the hands of our R. P. 
cc jefuit of Delhi, letters of a German jefuit, writ- 
<c ten fromPekin, fignifying that he had feeirfuch 
<c as had preferred Judaifm and the Old Teftament ; 
cc and that they would even have made the jefuit 
C( their kakan, provided he would abftain from 
Ci fwines fiefli. However, we may ftill find here 
u fome traces of Judaifm . The firft is, that, as you 
cc enter this kingdom, after the paflage of the Pire- 
" Penjabe mountain, all the inhabitants I faw in the 



famous Shah Abbas, who undertook to perfecute the 
Mahometans. || Jews, which gave occafion to a general mafTacre 

a long time after his death. The matter is thus 
related : 



Shah Abbas's council reprefenting to him that) 
Perfia was very thinly peopled, he reiblved to grant 
great privileges to all that would come and fettle 
there. Multitudes of people arrived from all the 
neighbouring parts, and particularly a great num- 
ber of Jews, who, by monopolizing the trade, amaf- 
fed great riches. They foon excited the jealoufy of 
the other inhabitants, who brought their complaints 



" firft villages feemed to me to be Jews, by their againft themtothe fophi. There was no expedient 
cc make and looks, and, in fine, by fomething par- II to punifli them without giving umbrage to other 
cc ticular which ever diftinguiflies this nation. This II ftrangers, whom the violation of privileges, granted 

for fomeyears, would oblige to retire. But it was 
found in the Alcoran, that this nation was to em- 
brace the Muflulman religion fix hundred years 
after its publication, or be entirely deftroyed. Ab- 
bas, who was naturally cruel, would have executed 
Mahomet's orders, and have cut off all the Jews, if the 
mufti had not flopped him. It was refolved, how- 
ever, to cite the k;;cams, or fages, of the nation be- 



cc notion is not peculiar to me ; for our Father Je- 
" fuit, and many of our Europeans, had it before 
<c me. The fecondis, that I obferved the name of 
c * Moufa, which fignifies Mofes, to be much ufed 
Ct among the people of this city, though Mahome- 
" tans. . The third, that they fay commonly that 
Ci Solomon came into their country ; and that it was 
" he who cut the mountain Baramoule, to give cur- 
<c rent to the waters. The fourth, that Mofes died 
" at Cachemire, and that his tomb is a league from 
Cc this city. And the fifth, that they pretend this 
€c little and very ancient edifice, which appearshcre 
<c upon an high mountain, was built by Solomon; 
" for which reafon it is ftill called Solomon's throne. 
" Thus I fliould not be willing to deny that fome 
" of them have penetrated as far as this place. But 
" in the courfc of time, thefc people might have 



fore the fophi's tribunal, to anfwer his demands. 

Shah Abbas queftioned them particularly about 
the abolition of the facrifices, and the other cere- 
monies, the ufe of which had ccafed for fome time. 
After a variety of arguments and interrogatories, contraflj 
Abbas infifted that they fliould fix a time for the ap- 
pearance of their expected Meffiah, promifing that am iMuf- 
till then they fliould be tolerated ; and that if he fulmcft ' 
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ranve accordingly, lie and liisfucccflbrs would em- 
brace their religion ; but if, on the contrary, be did 
not appear, the Jewsfhould cither turn Mu mil men, 
or fu ffcr the lofs of their lives, children, and effeds. 
After mature deliberation, they fixed the period at 
feventy years. Abbas made them pay dear for their 
toleration, caufed the agreement to be regiflered 
and iigned on both fides, and taxed the Jews at two 
millions of gold. 

And hundred and fifteen years elapfed after Ab- 
bas's reign, and yet none thought of the contract 
he had made with the Jews. Indeed, the empire 
of the Perfians wasdifturbed with aim oft continual 
wars with the Turks, who feized upon Bagdad, 
whilft their forces were employed againft the Great 
Annnith Mogul. Amaruth IV. found many Jews there, who 
l^cws" had remained in this country ever fince their firft 

difperiion : but though this prince, violating his 
promife, put the Perfians to the fword, that he 
might weaken his enemy by this maflacre, yet he 
fparcd this nation, becaufe he thought it was very 
nfeful to him. 

The war caufed fo great a diftrattion at the Per- 
fian court, that the treaty Shah Abbas had made 
with the Jews was not executed. But we are told 
that Abbas II. who began his reign in 164a, and was 
a little n\ore at peace, turning over one day the re- 



that i* funic years before the time of the Jcwifli 
malfacre, that, upon his #oinj* thither, they enjoy- 
ed full liberty of confidence, fince he adds, that the 
Perlians thought it ft range that Eatemad Doulet 
lliould have undertaken, fome time before, tocon- 
ftrain the lews to turn Mahometans. 

The tribe of Levi pretend to have maintained jew* m 
thcmfelvcs at Schiras, where the Perfians have a fine JJ 1 ^. 
academy, a great number of fchblars, and pfofeflbrs 
to teach philofophy, phyfic, and divinity.' It is cer- 
tain thercare many more Jews there thanat Ifpahan; 
but we cannot conjecture upon what foundation 
they pretend to be of the tribe of Levi ; nor how 
this tribe, which returned from Chaldea with Ezra 
and Nehemiah, lias been able to get together in this 
city to trade in glafles and wine, which is their maini 
occupation. They are ftill more numerous at Lar, 
the capital of a province, where they have a quarter 
affignedthem to eat at the foot of the mountain* be- 
tween tht 6ity and the daftle: They are alio diffufeel 
into the country, on the coaft of Ormus a!nd Bander 
Abafli, in order to gleaii up fome little part of the 
trade that is carried on .from thence to thejndies, 
wliere they had formerly many brethren. Indeed^ 
they were diftiriguiflied there into two kinds ; que 
that were born Indians, who turned Jews.j and the 
others vvere defcerided froni the race of Abraham. 



gifters of the palace, found, in his father's journal, The king of Portugal, though he had expelled 
to r - J - 11 them out of his kingdom, tolerated them lull at .. 

Goa and other places, where they had their ptiblic At Goa < 

worfliip* 

Bagdad, which was fo long the feat of the princes AtBasJaJ, 
of the captivity, has for a long time beeri^an incori- 



the conftraA between the Jews and Shah Abbas I. 
This furprifed him the more, as Zabathal Tzevi 
made a great noife at that time, and mod of the 
Jews looked upon him as the perfon who was come 
to difengage them from their obligation. He af- 
fembled a great council, to deliberate. about fo im- 
Ejection portant an affair ; and it was therein unanimoiifly 

oar/, refolved to deftroy, without delay, this nation, a- 

bounding with cheats and impoftors, that laboured 
only to opprefs the reft of mankind. Orders were 
given to all the inhabitants, both ftrangers and na- 
tives of the fophi's dominions, to fall upon the Jews, 
and to fpare neither age or fex, except fuch as (hould 
Horrid turn Muflulmen. This maflacre began at Ifpahan, 
^ crcof the capital of his kingdom. It was exercifed with 
CJCW< * the fame barbarity in the provinces of Seyra, Ghe- 
ten, Humadan, Ardan, and Tauris, where the Jews 
were fettled. Theexecutionlafted threeyears, with- 
out any glimpfe of humanity or compaffionfrom the 
Perfians ; infomuch, that there remained notone An- 
gle Jew in all that vaft extent of provinces, where 
they had heaped up immenfe riches. Some efcaped 
the barbarity, by going into the Turkifh territories 
and the Indies, and abjuring Judaifm. 

But as Shah Abbas obferved that moft of thefe 
converfions were feigned and forced, it is not im- 
probable that they might difguft him from proceed- 
ing farther, and induce him to rcltore to them the 
full liberty of their religion, in which it was the 
cuftom of the Perfians to indulge all ftrangers. We 
read accordingly, that they enjoyed it a long time, 
till a minifter of ftate, who hated them, or defigued 



fidefable city. They do not reckon above fifteen! 
thoufand inhabitants, fince its being taken by Amu- 
rath IV. Neverthelefis, the Jews maintain them- 
felves here* where they have a fynagouge, and at 
prefent make a. part of its inhabitants : but their 
number increafes confiderably every year, by the 
pilgrimages made to EzekiePs tomb. This conti- 
nues among thejews as well as the Perfians ; and a 
multitude of pilgrims arrive annually at Bagdad, 
and remain there. However, they are mortally 
hated : and the Rafedis, which make ai particular 
fedfc among the Muflulmen, arid are very powerful 
at Bagdad, will hold nti correfpondencfr with them: 

They are faid to live more peaceably in Armenia ; Jews ?« 
though their own writers tell us, that the Armenian Ar^lt:ma • 
inhabitantsof Mefea, havingaccufedthem ofkilling 
a Chriftian, becaufe he was feen to go into a Jewifh 
houfe, and not come out of it again, an information 
was immediately lodged againft them, and the mur- 
der being confefled by the accufed, they crucified 
fome, and burnt others, not even fparing Abiob, a 
celebrated phyfician, whom they cart into tbe flames. 
Three days after thefe executions the Chriftian ap- 
peared, the accufation was found to have been laid 
out of hatred to them, and the confeffion to have 
been wrefted by torture. Complaint being made of 
it toSolymanll. the Armenian magifti*atestvei*efor- 



to enrich himfelf by the perfecution, engaged his I bidden from thenceforth to take cognisance of fuch 
matter to oblige them to turn Mahometans. He II criminal cafes, and ordered to bring them before 



employed his utmoft efforts, fparing neither vio- 
lence or lenity to fucceed in his defign. There was 
alfo an order of the prince, forbidding the exercife 



the fultans. This ftory , if true, which is taken from 
an anonymous writer who lived in Egypt, and is 
entitled, " The fufferings of the Jews," (hews plain- 



of the Jewifli religion in his dominions : but, not- ly> that if they live quietly among the Armenians, it 



withftanding all this, he could not eife<St it ; for, 
upon diligent obfervation, it was found, that what- 
ever pretences they made to Mahometifm, they 



is rather owing to the protc&ion of the Porte, than 
to any conformity between them. 

■ 

We alfo find fome of them in Media 



pracVifed Judaifm ftill ; fo that there was a neceffity " c Ml Y T 01 "' C Y' 111 lw ^. ia > wu " c " 1C 7 |»» 

of nermlttmo- them to turn bad Tews aaain. find ^epamed at the time of the captivity, and where ** 



of permitting them to turn bad Jews again, fince 
they could not be made good Muflulmen. In the 
mean time all thofe that are at Ifpahan are poor and 
*$ dif- niiferable, and in fmall numbers. They pay annu- 
aceJ, ally a fequin per head to the king, and are obliged 
uftj to wear a little fquare piece of ftuff, of two or three 
ijvia fingers breadth, fewed to their cap or robe, in the 
u ' middle of their breaft, about two inches above their 
girdle. It fignifies nothing of what this patch is 
made, provided the colour be different from that 
of the habitit is fewed to. 

It is plain, moreover, from Thevenot, who tra- 
velled in this country from the year 1663 to 1665, 



they have ftill continued, though declining very 
much. Chafbin is a great city in Media, which 
fome geographers think to be the fame with thpt 
which Tobit calls Rages of Media. It is alfo a 
place very much enriched by its advantageous litu- 
ation. Thahamafb made it his capital, and com- 
monly fpent the winter in it j and fo did his fucce£ 
fors, till Abbas I. removed his court to Ifpahan. 
It ferves to unite the trade of Hyrcania, Ibria, and 
Media, with the other provinces of the kingdom. 
The Jews were carried thither in Sennacherib's 
time ; and there lived Gabael, to whom Tobit en- 
trufted ten talents. 
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They arc not fuflfcred at Scamachiu, fcatccl upon jf Mofes Cordovcrus ; but quitting Spain, towards the 

end of the thirteenth century, he was one of the *'"fac 



the Cafpian Sea, a place of great trade ; but the 
Tartars, who bring thither girls and boys, and 
horfes, to he fold, tolerate them out ofncccllity, 
and mingle with them for the fake of commerce* 
We find lumc of them as far as at the foot of mount 
Caucafus, which the Arabians thought encompalfcd 
the whole earth, that the fun rofe upon one of its 
points, and fctbehind the other. It is related, that 
the prince of Mingrelia pretends to be defcended 
from David. The king of Imaretta aflcrts the fame 
thing. The ancient kings of Georgia believed it 
likewife ; and the chain of Georgia puts it among 
his titles, that he iflued from this great king by 
Solomon, his fon. Butthefe pretentions indeed are 
fupported by no folid proofs. It is true that there 
is a fynagogue at Afcalzike, a little city lituated at 
the foot of mount Caucafus, which the Georgians 
had built to defend themfelves againft the invalions 
of tlie enemy, and which the Turks have taken 
from them. 

This is the ftate of the Jews in all the parts of 
the eaft ; by which it appears, that the tribes, which 
were difperfed there, (till remain in Pertia, Arme- 
nia, and Media, where they have their fynagogues, 
and are ftill numerous, tince they are in all the trading 
cities from Baflbra and the Indies to Mingrelia. 
But the tribes are too much confounded to be any 
longer diftinguifhed : they arc ignorant, poor, 
miserable, and reduced to the vilelt offices to get 
their bread. In tine, they have fo little correfpon- 
dence with their weftern brethren, as hardly to 
know any thing of them. About this time (hone 
the famous impoftor, named ZabathaiTzcvi, who, 
after pactiting a variety of the mod diftinguifhed 
artifices, in order to delude the public, was at 
length detected in his iniquitous defigns, and re- 
ceived that puniftiment he jultly merited. 
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SapHeta pcspled with Jews. An academy there. Learn- 
ed men. Mofes Cordoverus. Dominic of Jcrufalem. 
Mofes of Tram i and Jofep/i de Karo. Mofes Alfcheb. 
Samuel Ozida. si print ing-prefs fet up at Sapheta. 
Few Jews at Jerufakm. 

IT might naturally be expected that Judah fliould 
have a greater number of Jews than either Syria 
or Egypt ; but as all its noble dreams of milk and 
honey have been long fince dried up, their love for 
it hath cooled in proportion. Indeed, it is fre- 
quently vilitedby their devotees, who go thither in 
pilgrimages, as well as the Chriftians; but few of 
either fort care to fettle in it, tince they find it fo 
difficult even to get a tolerable fubfiftence in that 
quarter. 

Sepheta, or, as the Jews commonly call it, Saphet, 
or rather Tzephtheth, in .Galilee, is the mo ft popu- 
lous and noted city that the Jews have in this pro- 
vince. They enjoy many privileges there* This 
city, tituate nine miles from Bethfaida, upon a 
mountain with three tops, is of moft difficult accefs ; 
and therefore it is flickered from the incurtions of 
the Arabians, who plunder and lay wafte the cites 
where they can enter. It is alfo certain they are 
more numurous and kindly treated at Sapheta, than 
in all the reft of the Ottoman empire. It has an 
academy in it, which is grown very famous : and 
though for many years the oriental Jews have much 
neglected ftudy and fctences, yet they ftill keep up 
profeflTors and doctors here, that are men of repute. 
Hither they fend their children to ftudy, as believing 
the Hebrew tongue is here taught in its purity ; as 
if that language was annexed to the Holy Land, 
and that the doctors who teach it, and are often 
ftrangers, fpoke it better than other rabbles. But 
it is the common prejudice*; and the academy of Sa- 
pheta has been, for fome ages, what that of Tiberias 
was before, to which it has fucceeded. 

In this academy taught the moft famous cafuift 
that has appeared fince Simon Jochaides. He was 
born at Corduba, which gave him the name of 



pillars, and perhaps, one of the lirft founders, of thnm ' 
this academy. 

Dominic of Jcrtifaleni taught in l he Hi me academy ot> m y c 
for fome time He became doctor after he had fin- ° r Jeruf! 
iflied his courfc of ftudics, and read lectures upon ^ 
the Talmud. His profeftion of phytic, he pra&ifed 
at the fame time, made him better known than the 
titles of Ilatt and judge that were given him. The 
fnltan invited him to Oonftantinoplc, to be hisphy- 
fician. He lived to the beginning of the laft cen- 
tury, and turned Chriftian ; tranflated the New 
Teftamcnt into Hebrew; and, at the til me time,* 
anfwered fome objections of the rabbies againft St. 
Stephen's martyrdom. 

Few have done more honour to this academy than 
Mofes of Trani, and Jofeph de Karo, who had the "* fc [ of 
conduct of it about the middle of thefixteenth cen- Jofc P h& 
tury. The one was born in a city of Apulia, and Ku0t 
taught with fo much fuccefs at Sapheta, that the 
Jews called him the "Light of Ifrael, the Sinaite 
of Sinai, the Doctor that plucks up Mountains," be- 
caufe he refolves the difficulties that are raifed up- 
on the law. The title of his book manifefts, that it 
is an abftract of the Jewifii civil law ; in which he 
goes to the fountain head of the laws, and diftin- 
guifhes betwixt thofe that proceedetjl from Mofes, 
and others that had been handed down by oral tra- 
dition; and a third fort, which are founded only 
upon the decifions of the rabbies. 

Jofeph de Karo was a Spaniard, and went into Ga- 
lilee, where he died in I57J. He alfo explained the 
law of the nation with fo much applaufe, that he 
was called the Prodigy of the Univerfe. 

This academy has not always been governed by MofeAifc 
ftrangers, but had doctors of its own growth. Mo- «*eb. 
fes Alfcheb was born in this city, and diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the feventeenth century, not only by the 
eloquence of his fermons, but the commentaries he 
compofed upon a part of the law. All the titles of 
his works are metaphorical ; one is called the Eye 
of Mofes; another, the Rofe of Sharon ; the third, 
the Lily of the Vallies. He is much praifed for at- 
tempting, in his explication of fcripture, to produce 
fomething new ; and, being more devoted to the 
old interpreters than the modern, has exactly re- 
lated their fentiments, even when they favoured 
the Chriftians. 

Samuel Ozida was another teacher at Sapheta, ssmeA 
the place of his birth. He explained Jeremy's La- 0lhb ' : 
mentations, and intitlcd his commentary, the Bread 
of Tears. 

Mofes deNagiara was alfo a Galilean, though fome 
make him a Portuguefe, becaufe of the family of 
Noghera, which was, and ftill is, in this country. 



He taught at Sapheta, and has left a commentary 
upon thePentateuch, which the Jewsgreatly efteem. 
The Jews had a prefs there, in which they printed ApnVujj 
the Ritual, which Mofes Gallant, head of this aca-P r £ f g 
demy, compofed in 1560, 

Judas Jona, who, after his converfion, became 
the learned Bartolocci's mafter, and put him upon 
the defign of his rabbinical library, was born at Sa- 
pheta, and took the degree of doctor, or rabbi, in 
this academy. He was defcended of a Spanifli fami- 
ly, which, after Ferdinand's expulfion, retired into 
Tufcany. Pius V. having expelled it from thence, 
it patied into the eaft, where Judas Jona was born. 
Having gone through his courfe of ftudies, he came 
into the weft, and determined at Amfterdam the 
validity of a will, on which depended fome points 
of importance. The fentence which he gave was 
approved by eighty-feven rabbies of Germany 
and Theflalonica. The Jews of Hamburg made 
him afterwards their judge, and atiigned him a 
falary ; but he went from thence to Poland, where 
he turned Chriftian. He afterwards fettled at 
Rome, and taught Bartolocci Hebrew; who vin- 
dicated him from the errors imputed to him. He 
had fo ftrong a memory, that, if the Talmud had 
been loft, he could have rcftored it. * 
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Of all the dues of Jtulca, there is none where the 
Jews have fubfiftcd longer, and ftill continue with 
greater hi lire and fccuriiy, than at Sapheta. They 
are more numerous here than at Jerusalem, where 
the. y reckon but about an hundred families, whohave 
thfir chief habitations upon mount Sion. Some of 
them have employs in the cuftom-houfe, and others 
are fecrctaries to the governor; but the grcatclt 
par: is made up of mendicants, who live upon alms. 
They lend in que ft of them even to the weft, where 
wealth and learning are retired. It was upon this 
errand that Jncob'I onierita took a journey to Frank- 
fort and Holland in the year 1684. His father had 
retired from Portugal to a little town in the Holy 
Land, bordering on Sapheta, called Tomer. His 
brethren deputed him to fcek fume thing for their 
fubliltence ; and, at his return, he undertook to 
carry Mr. LudolPs letters to the Sainarians of Gc- 
rizem, by whom he was known. Four years after, 
appeared another deputy from the Jews of Jcrufa- 
lem, who came begging for them, which fufficient- 
ly proves their poverty. 

When Selim took Jerufalem, at the beginning of 
the fifteenth century, there was a famous rabbi, 
who compofed a book, intitled the Eye of Ifrael. 
This work is a collection of the explications of the 
law contained in the Talmud. Many dodtors had 
compiled before what related to the queftions con- 
cerning right and rites, but rabbi Jacob collc&ed 
the explications of the law that were difperfed in 
this great book. He could not finifh his delign ; 
but Levi, his fon, who was at leaft as learned as the 
father, put the lad hand to it. 

It was this work that occafioned the commotion 
of the Sapheta profeflbrs. As they were contem- 
plative doctors, they mightily defpifed thefe doc- 
trines. They found, in the work of Jacob and Levi, 
doctors at Jerufalem, things that difpleafed them. 
The difpute was violent, and the divifion great, as 
lorgasLevi lived ; but the jcaloufy of the Sapheta 
profefTors died with him. His memory was ho- 
noured ; and his work, which faved the reading of 
many large volumes, was received with wonderful 
applaufe. Leo deModena endeavoured, in the laft 
century, to perfect it, by adding the opinions of ma- 
ny doctors that were wanting- He gave an index 
or the paffages, that they might be the eafier found. 
He intitled his additions, the houfe of Juda; and 
the table, or index, the Houfc of the Bread of 
Juda. 
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C II A P. XIX. 

Jews in Ethiopia. They obtain tkc title of " The People 
of the Book.*' Their high Jit nation. Fidelity to kin 
Claude. Live independent of him. Great deliverance 
in Egypt. Rich and powerful there , and in other parts 
of Africa. Betray Oran to the Spaniards. Banijbed 
froi?i it. Synagogues rebuilt. 

ETHIOPIA is one of the places where the Jews 
have been leaft difturbed. They agree more 
eafily with the Chriftians of this country, becaufe 
thefe latter conform to many of their rites. They 
eat no f wines flefh, and rigoroufly obferve the fab- 
bath. Even their kings fancy themfelves defend- 
ants from the ancient Jews, and have a lion in their 
cfcutcheons, holding a crofs, with thefe words, 
u The Lion of Judah hath prevailed." In the let- 
ters kingDavid wrote to Clement VII. he took thefe 
titles; " I David, beloved of God, the Pillar of 
Faith, fprung from the tribe of Judah, the Son of 
David, the Son of Solomon , the Son of the Pillar of 
Sion, and of the Seed of Jacob." A modern travel- 
ler, who was well acquainted with the genius and 
ftiie of thefe remote nations, fays, that thefe were 
not the common titles of the kings of Ethiopia, but 
that they fwelied them upon that occalion, to give 
greater luftre to their embafly to the pope. The 
conjecture is probable; neverthelefs, it is certain, 
that the kings of Ethiopia believe themfelves the 
pofterity of the Jews, which muft render them 
more favourable to this nation. On the other 



hand, the Jews in this country have hot received the 
Talmud, nor all that heap of traditions which cloud 
their religion in other places. 

When the Saracens made themfelves matters of 
Ethiopia, the Jews, fearing their perfecotion, re- 
tired and took fandtttary inAbyflinia. They were 
treated with more humanity than the natives of the 
country, iinccan Arabian author afTerts, that a ge- 
neral niaflacre of the inhabitants being refolved 
upon, they begged, as a bounty of the king, that 
they might be treated like the Peopile of the Scrip- * 
ture. Thefe fcripture people, in the Arabian ftile, 
arc Jews. This name is given them in the Alcoran; M j£ h * f P«£- 
for Mahomet, fpeaking of thefri, calls them the Book." 1 / 
People of the Book, becaufe of the book of the law ^ h f h ' un 
and the prophets. The Ethiopians therefore defired jews, 
the fame fate as the Jews ; and the king of the A- 
rabia'ns granted their requeft, on condition that 
they fhould give themfelves a flriark on the face, by 
which they might be known and diftinguiflied. 

It is not cafy to determine how early the Jews 
were fettled in Ethiopia ; but if we may credit a 
modern traveller, who has been in thofe parts, there 
were not any to be found, except upon a high and 
fpacious mountain-, inacceffible oh all fides but one, 
and that very rocky, difficult, 
Here it was that our author tells us they were feat- 
ed, the top of it having a molt delicious plain, of 
vaft extent, full of final] brooks, fine fruits, and. 
excellent pafturage, where they live in plenty of 
all things, without ever coming down, or having 
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any communication with the inhabitants of Abyffi- 
nia. Here it was that Claude, the fon of David, 
being driven by his brother Goranha, kingofAdel, clauSc? 0 * 
took refuge, and was received by the Jews with 
open arms, and defended by them with fuch brave- 
ry and faithfulnefs againft the forces of the latter, 
that they obliged them to retire; for which brave 
action they enjoyed his protection and friendflrip, 
after lie had afcended the throne, during his whole 
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Oviedo, whom Julius III. had made patriarch of 
Ethiopia, with hopes tore-unite this kingdom tohis 
fee, and was fent into this country to no purpofe, 
fays, that the J e ws polfefled great inacceffible moun- 
tains; that they had difpoflefTed the Chriftians of 
many lands which they were maftersof ; and that the 
kings of Ethiopia could not fubdue them, becaufe 
they had but fmall forces, and it was very difficult 
to penetrate into the fafhieiles of their rocks. 

They ftill preferved that independency at the be^ Live fab 
ginning of the laft century, which fometimes ren- ^^J* 
tiered them formidable to the kings of the Abyffi- ° 
nians. For, intleed, they poflefTed at that time near 
three provinces : but Sufneus, who then reigned, 
and was a bold prince, having defeated fome idola- 
trous nations, called Gallas, among whom he had 
been educated, carried the war even into the rocks 
of the Jews with fo much vigour as to drive them 
out. They were obliged to abandon the provinces 
they had poflefled, and to difperfe themfelves over 
the kingdom. Some retired towards the fprings 
of the "Nile, near the Cafrees, where they ftill fubfilt. 
Others remain in the province of Denobe, where they 
apply themfelves to the woollen and iron manufac- 
tures, which being odious to the Abyfllnians, they 
leave it to the Jews, whoundertake to furnilh them 
with all warlike inftruments. They have there their 
fynagogues, and public worfhip, in which they ufe 
the Talmudic Hebrew, though they have not recei- 
ved that collection of traditions. Laftly, great 
numbers follow the court of the king of the Abylli- 
nians. An Arabian, who had travelled in that coun- 
try at the end of the laft century, alfured Mr. Lu- 
dolf, that fixty thoufand of them were at court. 
They correfpond with the Chriftians, and live very 
familiarly with them in that country. 

Egypt, bordering upon Ethiopia, has ferved them 
for a fan&uary . They were very near the brink of 
deftrudtion in the year 1514, but Providence deli- 
vered them by an unexpected revolution. Achmed 
to whom Solymanll.hadentrulled the government 
of Egypt, revolted againft him, andrefolved, at the 
fame time, to make himfelf mafter of his new fub* 
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jects cftates. Tlie foldlers had already begun to 
plunder the Jews houfes, as being perfuaded they 
might do all things fafely at the beginning of the 
rebellion. Achmed, refolving to enrich himfelf, 
taxed this nation two hundred talents* They re- 
prefented their inability, and only brought fifteen 
talents to the treafury. Achmed, enraged at this 
refufal, ordered all to be committed prisoners that 
had not paid the tax. The very moment that Sa- 
dus, one of his officers, was executing his orders, 
news came of a confpiracy againft Achmed, who 
having been furprized in the bath by a plot* was 
obliged to fly with nine men with him j that he was 
purfucd by an army of Circaflians ; and that it was 
impoflible for him to efcape his enemies. He was 
actually taken ; and peace and tranquillity werere- 
ftored to the city of Cairo. The Jews being deli- 
vered, made a great entertainment, and called the 
feaft they celebrated in memory of this event, 
Nefllra : becaufe this word fignifies a miracle, and 
the ftake to which Achmed's head was affixed. 

Mofes Alefcar, or the Red, appeared a little after. 
Frotti his name it is thought that he was of the fa- 
mily of the Rubeisj that was famous in this nation. 
He declared f6r Mpfes the Egyptian, or Haramban, 
that is, Maimonides, and confuted thofe who had 
written againft that learned rabbi. 

The liberty which they havfc enjoyed in Egytit 
rendered them conliderable. Their mechanics we;re 
difperfed over the country, and in all the cities: but 
their richeft and moft creditable dwelt at Cairo. In 
fine, they pretended to be more numerous in this 
country than when Mofes led them out of it: but 
this number is of late leflened ; for travellers affirm, 
that they have no fettlement except at Cairo, and 
the maritime cities of Egypt ; and that they are fo 
far from being in other places, that if their buiinefs 
obliges them lometimes to go thither, they areforced 
to difguife and conceal themfelves,becaule the coun- 
try people abufe as foon as ever they difcover them* 




They had like wife been very numerous and flou- 
rifhing in the province of Suz, which formerly de- 
ended on the kingdom of Morocco, but has fince 
cen difmemberedfrom it. They had, in the ca- 
pital of that principality, a very rich and fumptu- 
ouslynagogue, ferved by fevcrafprieftsand officers. 
They had their judges and interpreters of the law, 
that were maintained at the charge of the people, 
who live by traffic and labour. There are great 
numbers of them in the mountains of Morocco, who 
are employed in the iron manufacture, buildings 
and other laborious employments, to which the in- 
habitants are averfe : but this employment does not 
hinder others from trying their fortunes at court, 
and raifing themfelves to eminent polls. One of 
that nation, named Pacheco, was fent ambalTador 
to the United Provinces at the beginning of the laft 
century . Some time after their fy nagogues having 
been demolifhed in the kingdom of Fez, Muley Ma- 
homet not only caufed them to be rebuilt as foon 
as he came to the throne, but made one of that 
nation his high treafurer and prime minifter. 
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CHAP. *X 



State of the Jews in Turkey and Conflantinople. Trade 
and privileges. Bajazet poi fined. Cyprus taken by 
Selim It. who greatly favours the Jews. A prefs at 
Conflantinople for Hebrew books. The Jews expelled 
out of Salome. Numerous in the cities of Greece. 
Flourijh in Thejfalonical Subftfl at Gallipoli. Potent 
at Proufia. State at Rhodes and Smyrna. 

THE Jews have, for many ages, preferved their 
liberty and great privileges in the territories of 
the grand feignior, not excepting Conflantinople 
itfelf. They inhabit a confiderable fuburb, which 
was called Jewry in the crufading days, becaufe they 
had been fettled there a long time. The ambafla- 
dors of foreign princes refide amongft them. They 
have at prefent thirty fynagogues ; and an hundred 
and five thoufand families in this city and the neigh- 
There are fome in other parts of Africa. It was a II bouring villages. They are allowed the privilege 
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Jew of this country that enabled Muley Archey, 
king of Tafilet, to make war againft the prince of 
Opiveane, to whom he fled for-fan<£tuary. For go* 
ing to the caftle of Dar Michal, upon pretence of 
viliting the governor, he feized the citadel, and 
be^an to manifeft his revolt: but he muft have mi C- 
carried, had he not found a Jew immenfely rich-, 
whom he ftripped of all his treafures, by means 
whereof he aftembled the inhabitants of the pro*, 
vince, was eledtedking, anddifpoflefled his brother, 
then king of Fez and Morocco. He acknowledged 
the fervice the Jew had done him, by granting the 
nation the fame liberty it had enjoyed, and making 
Jofhua Ben AmofTech prince of it. Muley Iflimael, 
brother to the king of Tafilet, and his fucceflbr, 
had ftill greater obligations to them ; for, in recom- 
pense for Don Jofeph de Toledo's fervices. during 
his difgrace at Micjuenez, he not only made him 
one of .the firft officers of his houfliold, but fent him 
to the courts of feveral princes to negociate with 
them : and it was he who concluded the peace with 
the United Provinces in the year 1684. This prince 
continued the offices to the fon, who enjoyed the 
fame honours as his father. 

They had like wife been along time fettled atOran, 
and were entrufted with fome of the moft important 
offices in that city JJ'ct fuch was their fidelity to the 
Spaniards, notwithstanding the treatment they had 



Mofes 



fiderable^ 
Chriftians 



it is imagined that the Jews dare not adulterate it, 
and that they fell their wine in: its purity.; 

w 

They are here, as every where elfe, much addi&ed 
to trading and ufury. Neverthelefs, it often hap- 
pens that poverty makes them turn MulTulmen. It 
has been faid that they are required to efpoufe 
Chriftianity firft, as a preliminary to Mahometifm ; 
but this is without foundation. They are not cir- 
cumcifed, becaufe they already wear that mark of 
the covenant; nor are they baptized to make them 
Chriftians. Having enquired into the motives of 
their change, they are made to pronounce thefe 
facred words, which it is not lawful, upon pain of 
being burnt, to utter without becomingMuiTulmen : 

" La lllah lllalah Mehemet Refoul Allah : ; There if 
tc but one God, and Mahomet the prophet* 



.'A 



f 



r » 
i 1 



* V 



1 *" 



The Chriftians charge the Jews with the murder 
of Bajazet II. They fay that Selim, his fon, appre- 
henfive of being excluded the ertipire by his father's 
preferenceof Achmed, rebelled againfthim. Heloft 
the battle, but failed not, after his defeat, to gain 
the janifarics to his intereft ; fo that Bajazet was 
obliged to quit Conftantinople, and retire to De- 
moticha, the place of his birth : but he died by the 
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received, that they were the very people that be- || way, becaufe a Jewifhphyfician, fuborned by Selim, Bajn^ 



Bani«hed 
from iv, 



trayed it to them : if it was not rather tbci r avarice, 
and the great funis with which Cardinal Ximines 
bought their perfidy. However that be, they have 
continued very faithful to them ever fince. When the 
town was in great danger, from their neighbours, of 
being retaken, the Jews refolved to lofe their lives 
in its defence ; and when the garrifon threatened to 
revolt, at another time, for want of pay and provi- 
fions, they TupprefTedit by a timely fupply of both. 
All thefe fervices, however, did not prevent their 
being baniflied from the place in the year 1669, but 
on what account it is not ealy to determine. 



gave him poifonin the bath, and he expired. 

Another of this nation, called Michfez, is accufed 
of having put Selim II. upon the conqueft of the 
ifle of Cyprus, and occafioning the ruin of this fine 
kingdom. It is faid that this man, being enraged 
at the refufal of the Venetians to receive a great 
number of refugee-mariners, who were defirous to 
leave Portugal and Spain, or elfe at the punifhment 
he had received for fome crimes, retired toConftan- 
tinople. His riches obtained him admittance to 
court j and being refolved to take vengeance of his 
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old matter's, lie extolled to Selim II, tlie beauty of 
the ifland, called, The Country of the BlcflccL He 
alfo cried up the excellency or the wines, of which 
Selim II. was a great lover, notwithftandingthc law 
forbade their ufe. He reprefented, that the Vene- 
tians, who were maftcrs of it, made incurfions into 
Syria, and difturbed the paflage of the caravans to 
Mecca. At length the unfortunate blowing up. of 
the magazines of powder at Venice contributed to 
Selim's determination. One day, in his cups, he 
promifed Michfcs, or Mich fez, the crown of Cyprus, 
as a reward for putting this defign into his head* 
Nicofia, one of its principal cities, was taken, Fa- 
c $l$t magufta fubmitted the next year ; and the ifland was 
fr lI *hc hereby reduced. Michfes was not made king, as 
jjUJ" was promifed ; but his nation had greater privileges 

granted them in the ifland (which they ftill preferve) 
than the Chriftians. Selim did more; for he fent 
a Je w, called Salomon Rophe* to Venice, when the 
Chriftians had won the battle of Lepanto, to nego*- 
ciate with the republic, and conclude a peace. 

ftat The Jews obtained,, a fliort time after, the liberty 
JSLti- of having a prefs at Conftantinople. .It was a new 
; $£* r tight to the Mahometans to fee books printed, and 
Wu, they were alarmed at it, TheMufti was afraid left 
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Jfardochau The laft we (hall mention is Mardochai : he was 

fon of Eliezar, and took the title of Cdhftantitiopo- 
litan, though he commonly, refided at Adriahople. 
He explained the grammar which Aben Ezra pub- 
liflied, with the title of Jefod Mora, the Foundation 
of Fear. 

ft ' 

pohfed There are fome cities of Greece where the Jews 
Son feu have not the privilege to fettle themfelves ; fuch is 

the city of Salome. The inhabitants, who are at 
prefent Turks and Greeks, hate the Jews fo much, 
that they will not fufFer them in their territories. 
They have the fame ufage at Athens, where they 
fettled' in St Paul's time. Perhaps, as the number 
of Chriftians is there greater than that of Turks, 
who are more inclined to toleration, the Chriftians 
have obtained an order that excludes the Jews from 
this city. 

But if they are denied accefs in fome places, there 
f Crew? are niany others where they have ftill confiderable 

eftablifbments. They have four fynagogues at Pa- 
tras, and their own judges here, which they chufe 
from among themfelves. They have alfo their par- 
ticular burying place upon a neighbouring moun- 



a the cities 



tain, which looks like a great city, becaufe it confide 
of feveral little ftone houfes, in which each family, 
is buried; and a marble ftone,*o». which the rfame of 
the family the tomb belongs; t6 N i* engratofd, ftrve* 
as a door. But as there are but few inhabitants irt 
this city; the Jews, which 'arc not above'** fourth 
part, amount only to about ;a . thoufand* perfonsi 
They are fettled at Lepanto, Livadia, Corinth, and 
other cities, where they live by commeixc., But 
Greece is fo* depopulated by the revolutions it has 
undergone, by the tribufe it pays/ and ftill mOfe by 
the oppreflions of the grand feignior's officers; that 
their condition is become very miferable. 

They fare much better at Theffalonica, vyhere we Fionruti ' 
find therri fettled ever fince the tinrie of St. Paul, and u>Jj£ a * m 
where they have had a confiderable academy for 
fome Centuries, as. well as a printing houfe, which 
laft was fince taken from them. , Here fipuriflied 
fevefral eminent rabbies ; and hither the Jews. fend 
their children from Conftantinople to be taught the 




the Alcoran ftiould be printed ; *nd left the love of 
the fciences, which would hereby grow eafier,fhotild 
bet propagated from the Jews to the Arabians. This 
was a great advantage to the whole nation ; for the || pus 
copies of the law, which were grown very fearce in 
the eaft, were uhiverfally diiperfed ; and people 
applied more earneftiy to the ftudy of the law^ be- 
caufe the reading was more ea(y, and they had 
greater affiftances to underftand it. 

This produced many learned men, and illuftrious 
heads of fynagogues. Solomon Japhe, who had 
left his native Germany, came thither foqn after. 
He explained the Talmud of Jerufalem, and render- 
ed it more compleat, by adding fomeneceflary illuf- 
t rations. He publiftied two other works, whibh he 
xalls Fair in the* Eyes ; and, Fair in the Looks ; al- 
luding to his name, which fignifies Fair. The one 
contained fermons ; and the other the explication of 
Middwfli Rabba:upon: the Pentateuch. 

Gedaliah, who pretended to be of the race 7 of 
Davids chofe alfo to leave his father, and his.birth- 
place, Liflbon, to come and pradtife phyfic at Cjon- 
Urantinople. But as moft of the Jewilh phyficiaris 
are alib dodfcors, hfc taught the rites and laws of bis 
nation. ^He was made head of the fynagogue, and 
laboured to reconcile the Caraites kndthe Rabbin- 
iftsi\ He-fays, that -'the Caraites. defired birri to in- 
ftrucl:, and bring chem over to the fynagogue : but 
whether the Rabbiiiifts were too prejudiced;* that 
they thought the affair^too nicfe, or that th^ f Caraites 
returned to their- former opinions,- the' reconbiliar? 
tiori was not affe<5tcd : j and the latter only reaped the 
advantage enjoyed : at Goriffiantinbple, of printing 
books ; for they pubiiflied fome of their works, 
which neverthelefs are very fcarce. 




Hebrew tongues 

They have pontiriued. and. ftill fubfift at -Gallipoli, Sub5ft £ 
a city feated in the Thrafian Cherfohefus, aOthe GaiUpoU; 
mouth of the-Prbpontis ; and at this day theyhiake 
one-fourth of it^ infiabkaA'tSy which .confifir*of fix 
thoufand JewA, as many Greeks, and twelve thou- 
fand Turks. They are Irtibtre . confiderable at Prou- 
fia, built upon ah hill of Myfia* near rfiount Olym- 
. This city was the capital ..of .the .Ottoman 
empire before the taking of Conftantinople ; and. 
as, they could not itiafter.itbut^by the deftrudion of 
an hundred thoufajidChriftians, who vigoroiifty re- 
fifted the Mahometans, they are not permitted to' 
live in it, but confined to the fuburbs, whrlft they 
number twelve thoufand Jews within its walls.* 
There has been found here an ancient medal, ftruck 
in honour of Marcus Aurelius, having oh thereverfe 
a man forcing himfelf ujion his fword ; and^it is faid 
to be the figure of Aj ax/ wherkitted himfelf in this 

city.' • - -> <■ 

The Jews have al|q their Ijp.pitations atrjtlhodes. AtRbodcs, 
/ had formerly a diftri<agffigned them near the 
wail,.called, ^TlieWali ana^farter of the jews : ,,r 
anid when Mahomet II. befiegedti at place,. the Ba-" 
ffia, who could not carry either $t . Stephen's Mount) # 
Or St. Nicholas's Tower, erected a battery ^of hti 
lieayieft'caiincin againft this wall. Itlwas a violent 
affahlt, and the quarter was taken.. Some nations 
WeVealready cabalfingto btiligc the grandmafter to 
furrehder ; but he fuftained the affault,,ai^r^ 
the ehemv, though lie had received fivetwounds. 



enemy, 

The Turks raifed the fie^e ; and, to prcfery^ the 
ni^mory of this event, jhe graiid mafter,id'AubtfA' 
fon, ereAed a church hear itie. wall ^yhere ,he had 
beaten the Turks. Some time after ,he refolved 
to expel all the Jews, not only^from their.fiuartery 
but the whole rflarid,' and from^all the eftates of the 



order. The better to authorize his violence, he 
reprefented to the council, that' the commerce be- 
tween Jews and Chriftians : was dangerous "t thaty 
according to. the opinions of divides and cafriohiftsy 
the Jews were all flaves of Chriftidh princes ;"' from 
whence he inferred, they had loft the nathfal ptower 
of fathers over their children, and that they might 
be baptized whether they would or not. The Jews 
were aliowed to fell their effodls ift forty days tithe; 
but when that term was.expired they were obliged 
to depart. They were prohibited going and fet- 
tling in the Levant, for fear they Should become 
fpies.to the grand feigmor } as if they ftill prefer- 
ved any. authority oVer thofe they had banifhed. In 
fine, : they detained all the children, whic h they 
caufed.to be baptized,. and kept at the expenc^of 
the church, left leaving the ifland, they ihouldVe- 
funle their old religion. 

Rhodes, however, having' been takeri by the 
yurks, the Jews fettled there again ; and they are 



even treated more favourably than the Chriftians ; 
for the latter, who have their warehoufes and fhops 
in the city, are not allowed to lodge in it ; whereas 
the Jews are not obliged to quit their houfes to feek 
beds in the neighbouring villages. But they rec- 
kon but two hundred of them to thirteen hundred 



Turks.- 
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They arc more numerous at Smyrna, where they 
reckon fix tboufand of their nation ; and they have 
many fynagogues. In fine, there are few cities or 
great towns in the Ottoman empire but have fome 
Jews. They fuffer much by the avarice of the ful- 
tan's officers; but this misfortune is common to 
them with mod of the fubje&s of this great and 
cxtenfive empire. 



CHAP. XXL 



* 

Jews perfecuted by pope John XXIII. Protected by 
pope Nicholas II. A new ftorm againft them. De- 
cree of the fenate of Venice in their favour. Pro- 
tected by pope Alexander VI. Some Jews come to 
Naples, and are perfecuted. Powerful under Paul III. 
The Talmud burnt by Julius III. Learned men, and 
learned works, at Rome. Two ediSts of Paul IV. 
againft the Jews. Council of Milan's adfs againft 
them. Banifbed by pope Pius V out of the ecclefta- 
ftical ftatcs. Grants of Sextus V. to R. Meir. Bull 
of Cltmnt VIII. againft them. Jews at Venice. 
Hebrew Bible printed. R. David de Pomis. Jews 
protested by the republic of 'Venice \ Famous rabbies 
there. Printing at Soncino. R. Gedaliah. R. Sa* 
muel at Modena. Rabbies at Padua. A diffentipn 
at Mantua. R.Jechiel of Pefaro. Leo of Modena, 
his works. R. Mardochai Korkos. Jacob Tzaphalm. 
Judas Azael. Jehofhuah MenaAem. Synagogues at 
Rome frequented by Chriftians, but afterwards for- 
bidden to them. Innocent XI. favourable to -the 
Jews. Means ufed to promote their converfion. 
Prove ineffeSual. Synagogues taxed. Numerous in 
Italy. 



le^Jdby nPHETewilh writers complain that theyhadatcr- 
p« r c C john rible enemy in John XXUI. and affirm, that 
xxin. this pope, who was fitter to make a general, and to 

head ah army, than to he head of the church, was 
their violent perfecutor. He iflued many edi&s to 
force them to turn Chriftians : and not content to 
perfecute them in his own dominions, wrote to the 
queen of Spain, who was regent in the minority of 
John II. that this princefs, acling in conjunction 
with him, might make the greater number of pro- 
felytes ; and this fhe did with fuch feverity, that fhe 
forced fixteen thoufand Jews to abandon their reli- 
gion. Part of thofe that perfevered periftied by the 
fire, and part by other punifhments to which they 
were fentenced ; while others, that fled, fell into 
the peafants hands, who murdered them. A very 
fmall number of them rarifbmcd their liberty and 
lives by money. Not long after, they had the plea- 
fure of hearing that their perfecutor was reduced 
to a more defperate ftate than themfclves. 



by pope 
Nicholas 

11. 



Nicholas II. confoled the Jews of his territories 
for the afflictions they had undergone, and granted 
them his protection. He fupprefled the inquiiitors, 
who continued to torment them unreafonably . He 
wrote likewife in his turn to Spain, to prevent, by 
his remonftrances, the forcing of their confidences ; 
and maintained the voluntary convertsin the privi- 
lege of entering into offices, which the inhabi- 
tants of Toledo had taken from them by a folemn 

edict. 
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They had not enjoyed the fruits of that pontiff's 
patronage many years, before a new florm arofe 
from another quarter. Sextus IV. had been pre- 
vailed upon to canonize the little Simon, fuppofed 
to have been murdered by the Jews in the city of 
Trent, in a molt cruel manner. They ftill (hew in 
that city a knife, a pair of pincers, and four large 
needles, with which they had let out his blood ; and 
two filver tumblers, out of which they had drank 
it. The whole tragical ftory is painted at full length 
in a corner of one of the churches dedicated to the 
little faint, ' 



This canonization drew great calamities upon the 
ws, not only in the bifhopric of Trent, where they 



pretended the crime was committed, hut alfo in all 
the territories of the republic of Venice. The 
preachers inflamed the people, who, wrought on 
by the notion of a falfe miracle, plundered and mur- 
dered all thejews they met with. So great was the 
difordcr, that the doge and fenate were obliged to 
fupprefs it, and order the magiftratcs of Padua to 
treat the Jews like their other lubjecls, and prevent 
their being abufed \ becaufe the report fpread at 
Trent to them appeared a falfhood, contrived by 
art* for a certain end the fenate would not examine 
into. .They were all baniflied out of the city of 
Trent, "Where the magiftrates were lefs equitable. 
But fome time after they obtained the liberty ofJ£f£|j£ 
tarrying three days, becaufe they carried t>ft a con- 
fiderable commerce. We are told that, fome time to Q £ 
after,' the three days liberty were reduced to three . 
hours, as a puniftiment for* their obftinate defence, 
of Bud a againft the Chriftians, in the lall war with 
the Turks, 

Alexander VI. in {lead of perfecuting^ received 
thein with abundant cordiality .Being expelled 
Spain by Ferdinand the Catholic, and becoming 
fugitives, all thofe that came to Rome were ill- 
treated by their cruel brethren, who would have 
fuffered them to die with hunger, if he had notfuc- 
coured them. 

In effect that pontiff, though a Spaniard by birth, 
.and head of the church, uhderftanding that the £j 
Jews, who had been long fettled at Rome, left the aodwn. 
exiles in mifery,- without attempting to fuccour 
them, threatened to expel them, unlets they altered 
their .condudt, and gave their miferable brethren 
opportunities of fettling in the ecclefiafHcal ftate. 
He thought it expedient to profit by Ferdinand's 
error, and to enlarge his revenues at the coft of 
others. There have been many who would not per- 
fecute thejews, nor yet fuffer their numbers tomut-. 
tiply in their ftates, by the conjunction of ftrangers. 
But the pope attended not to the reafons dictated 
by his religion, but would have the ne w comers have 
the fame privileges at Rome with the old inhabi- 
tants. 

■ 

Amongft thofe whom that pontiff's kindnefs had 
invited to Rome, was the learned R. Jochanan, a 
German, who came from Conftantinople, and was 
taken into the fervice of Picus, count of Mirandola, 
as his preceptor. This prince, for many years, had 
been fond of the writings of the rabbies, and even 
of the cafuifts. He is reported to have faid, that 
thofe who read the Hebrew books drew at the 
Fountain-head ; that the rivulets had flowed from 
thence to the Greeks j and that nothing but marfhes 
and ftaguate water were found among the Latins. 
He maintained that Efdras had caufed certain ca*; 
fuiftical books to be written, which he had purcha- 
fed at a great price ; and that Sextus IV. had or- 
dered them to be tranflated into Latin. 

Another part of the Spanifh and Portugal refu* 

gees thought to find a retreat at Naples j but the ^{f 1 

inquifitors purfued them there with fuch rancour, Naeio. 

and exercifed fuch terrible oppreflions under this 

pretence, that the people rebelled. The viceroy ^ 

refolved to expel the Jews, that he might ac once 

get rid of the inquifitors. He alledged, that the 

contagion having ceafed, and the faith of the old 

inhabitants being pure and well known, there was 

noneed of thefe cruel phyficians, who made wounds, 

and laid them open, inftead of clofingthem. His 

conduct was authorized afterwards by Charles V. 

who would not tolerate thejews in his kingdom, 

nor in Sicily. The truth is, this prince hated them ; 

and the impoftureshc had difcovered feem to juftify 
him in it. 

This averfion, however, did not difcourage one 
Ricci, a converted Jew, from dedicating to that 
monarch his celebrated treatife on what he fti^ed • 
Celeftial Agriculture. He was a phyfician in T" 8 * 
many, -and produced fifty theorms and expofitions 
of fome points in theology ; but it will be apparent 
to thofe who read them, that they deferve not thofe 
encomiums which fome learned men have made on 
them j on the contrary, that they are far beneath 
the dignity of a found and reafoning diviner. 
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The Jews were become fo powerful under the 
pontificate of Paul III. as to provoke the rage of 
cardinal .Sadolct. He was bifhopof Carpcritras, in 



Council of 
Mil.m ntts 



the dioccfe of /*vignon, 

been tolerated, tince Joan, queen of Sicily, made a 
pre lent of this city to the pope. They had their 
jynagogues there, as they have at this day ; though 
the city is in the mid ft of France, from whence they 
were banifhed. The prelate, not able to bear it, 
.wrote to cardinal Farnefe, reprefenting, that the 
pope had never been fuch a bencfa&or to the Chris- 
tians as he was to the Jews : that he had granted 
them titles, new privileges and honours, which 
rendered' them haughty and infolent ; infomuch, 
that the Chriftians were but like flicep in the midft 



The cardinal Charles de Boromes, bifiiop of Mi- 
lan, not only enabled feveral canons a gain ft them in ajpunft 
the firft council he held in that metropolis, much of m ' 



where the Jews had ever ]| the lame kind with thofe of Paul IV. before men- 



tioned, but delired all theChriftian princes to do the 
fame, and all this to promote, as much as poflible, 
their converfion. But that edi&lhews, at the fame 
time, they were become fo numerous and powerful, 
that there was fome reafon to fear them, not only 
at Milan, but in other places of Italy, unlefs they 
were confined to their own feparate quarters, and ' 
interdicted, as much as poflible, from all kind of 
converfe with the Chriftians. 

Pius V. was ftill fe verer towards the Jews ; and the 
Conftitution he publifhed again ft them was fufficien t 
of wolves : that they were driven from their houfes, torenderthcmodioustoalltheworld;forheaccufed 



and even commonly from the cities where they 
ought to live at reft : that it was unaccountable, 
how a pope could fo rigoroufly perfecute the Lu- 
therans, and grant, at the fame time, fo partial a 
protection, and fuch Angular favours, to the Jews, 
who feemed more worthy of his indignation. He 



them of hating the Chriftian ; of ruining the eccle- 
fiaftical ftate by the exorbitant ufuries they drew 
from it ; of ftieltering robbers, and thereby promo- Binlshcd 
ting theft together with a train of various other bypope 
vices. They were alfo charged with dealing in P,U8 Y\ 
magic, and foretelling things to come ; and for ccdrfufti- 



obferved, that the true method for a man to make j t h e fe reafons were expelled all the cities of the ec- , 



tal burnt. 
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his court, and to rife to eccleliaftical dignities, was 
to countenance this nation. He laid open the real, 
fource of this protection, and pointed out that this 
favour proceeded from the pope's treafurers, and 
the intendants of his finances, to whom the Jews 
were neceflary men. However, fome regard was 
paid to the cardinal's remonftrances ; and, in this 
cafe, they did what is commonly done at Rome, 
when any abufe isdifcovered that tends to pecuni- 
ary purpofes, they palliate it, and retrench its too 
manifelt and glaring enormity. 

Some time after Julius IH. being perfuaded the 
allegorical interpretations of the Gemara were dan- 
gerous, caufed the Talmud to be burnt ; fo that all 
the books of the Gemara, which were in Italy, ac- 
cording to the Jewifli writers, were deftroyed. 

I: was in this pontificate that Jofeph Tzarphati, a 
famous rabbi, who had taught a long time at Rome, 
embraced Chriftianity • He was born in France, but 
retired into Italy, where he explained the Talmud 
in the fynagogue and the academy of Rome; and, 
to do more honour to pope Julius, took the name of 
Monte. 

There were, moreover, at this time, other famous 
Jews at Rome. Elias, the Levite, was born at Pa- 
dua ; but having loft all, when this city was taken, 
he was received by fome cardinals, whom he taught 
Hebrew. Being an unfortunate man, he once more 
fuffered, when the conftablede Bourbon plundered 
Rome. He retired to Venice, and from thence to 
Germany ; but being unaccuftomed to the cold air 



clefiaftical ftate, except Rome and Ancona. 

Sixtus V. afted more frankly towards tbem, and Grants of 
candidly owned that the advantage he reaped from to Taicfe 
them was the chief motives of his tolerating them. 
A rabbi, called Meir, Magin, of French origin, who 
relided at Venice, came to R6me, and being a man 
of addrefs, was very agreeable to the pope. He 
dedicated a book to him, and wrote verfes in his 
commendation, which were tranflated into Italian. 
He at length prefented a petition to have the fole 
privilege of a filk manufacture, pretending to have 
an admirable fecret for multiplying the worms. 
The pope granted him feveral privileges, and re- 
voked all the contrary declarations and bulls of his 
predeceflbrs, though they had been made with an 
oath and menace of excommunication. The hope 
of enriching himfelf, by laying a great duty upon 
every pound of filk, was the motive that induced 
Sixtus V. to diftinguifh this Jew from all others, 
and give him a patent which ruined the reft. 

Clement VIII. (hewed them but little favour ; for Buiiof 
he renewed the bull of Pius V. who banifhed them vii^Sf 
out of the eccleliaftical ftate. Two things are ob- gainft the 
fervable in this bull ; one, that he added the city of Jcwl * 
Avignon to thofe of Ancona and Rome, where they 
ftill preferve their liberty of confeience ; the other, 
that this pope founded the privilege of tolerating- 
them at Rome upon this reafon, that the Jews 
ought not to be removed far from Rome, that they 
might be always at hand to be converted, as if con- s 
verlions were more frequent at Rome than other 



of that country, he returned to Italy, where he died places. According to this principle he Ihould have 



at eighty years of age. He was fufpecfled to have 
great inclination for Chriftianity, and this fufpicion 

was a ground fuflicient for his nation to hate him ; II always be at hand to be converted. 



given liberty of confeience to all heretics at Rome, 
and have filled the city with them, that they might 
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but he did not abjure the faith of his anceftors, 
though fome have believed and affirmed it. 

There was a woman at Rome, called Deborah, 
who then began to diftinguifh herfelf by her poems 
and other works. She died in the beginning of the 
feventeenth century. 

Paul IV. declared himfelf an enemy to this nation, 
and the firft year of his pontificate ilTued two bulls, 
of which the Jewifti writers vehemently complain. 
By the firft he ordered each fynagogue in his terri- 
tories to pay ten ducats annually for the inftru&ion 
of the catechumens who (hould abjure Judaifm ; and 
by the fecond, which was more rigorous, obliged 
the men to wear a yellow hat, and the women a veil 
of the fame colour. He compelled them all to live 
in the fame quarter of the city, the gates whereof 
were to be (hut at night. They were deprived of 
all focieties, olfices, or profeffions among the Chrif- 
tians, without excepting phytic and merchandize; 
for their commerce was confined to fmall wares; 
and they were forbid having more than one fyna- 
gogue in each city. They were commanded to fell 
all their lands within fix months, a circumftancc 
which fo lowered the price of them, that they could 
not get the fifth part of their value. 
No. 51. 



This nation had then other confiderable fettle- j ewj it 
ments in the cities of Italy j but one of the mo ft Venice* 
noted was that of Venice. That republic received 
them into all its territories, and gave them very 
holpitable entertainment. They alfo boaft to have 
in partdeferved this kindnefs by their fidelity, and 
the great fervices they had rendered in the war with 
the Turks, and particularly at the fiege of Candia. 
Here it was that Daniel Bombergue printed their 
Hebrew Bible the firft time. This printer came 
from Antwerp to Venice, and chiefly dealt in He- Hebrew 
brew books. To print them the more correct, he *™tck 
employed the moft learned Jews, whom he kept in 
pay, to the number of above an hundred- Felix 
Pratenfis had the care of an edition of the Bible with 
the Chaldee paraphrafes, and the commentaries of 
many rabbics, which he dedicated to pope LeoX. 
But this edition is not the heft, becaufe he could not 
regularly difpofe of the different readings of the 
MalToreths. 

Bombergue was likewife defirous of printing a 
good Hebrew grammar, and R. Abiaham de Bal- 
mis was ordered to compile one accordingly ; but 
he dying before it was fiuUhcd, it w a s afterwards 
completed by R. Calonvmas, a learned-Jew then 
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at Venice* Betides tlicfc books, be printed a great IT coniiunis to tbe Soncini, which a long time conti- 



R. David 
ils Vomit. 
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which his memory is ftilldear to the learned world, 
cfpecially to thejews. 

) 




Pomis retired ; who, by way of acknowledgment, 
wrote a treatife to prove, that the laws of that re- 
public are of divine briginal. This learned rabbi 
aflerted, that his family defcended from one of the 
heads of the captives whom Titus carried from Je- 
rufalem to Rome. He was a prodigy of learning 
in his tendered years. His father lived at Spoleto; 
but the Germans having pillaged Rome, he was a- 
fraid of being ruined by the like fate, and therefore 
earned off all his effe&s, and went to feek a retreat 
fomewhere elfc. He fell into the misfortune he 
fought to avoid > for Colomna's troops meeting the 
mules that carried his treafure, feized it, and redu- 
ced him to extreme poverty. He fettled atBevagna, 
where his fon, who was born in the year 15*5, in- 
*°ntly applied himfelf to ftudy. The manufcript 
ot one of his anceftors, who lived in the beginning 
of the twelfth century, and who had then compofed 
an Hebrew di&ionary, accidentally fell into his 
hands. He not only ftudied it, but refolved to make 
another larger, in which he inferted the terms that 
the rabbies often make ufe of, though they are not 
Hebrew. He inferted into his work all that was 
valuable from thofe of RabbinNathan, Elias the Le- 
vite, and Kimki's roots. In it we find the Hebrew 
words, and the foreign terms, with the Latin and 

Italian. 

The republic maintained its rights in the war 
with the Ufcoques. Thefe robbers often pillaged 
the merchants of this nation ; and the houfe of Au- 
ftria pretended to difpute with the Venetians their 
privilege to protedt them, becaufe they were not 
Chriftians. But no regard was had to a pretention 
that deprived fovereigns of the right of defending 
their fubjedls ; and the Jew, Henriques, was chofen 
by the fenate to go into Dalmatia, to endeavour to 
accommodate this affair, which caufed an unhappy 
war. 

R. Sichma, fince named Simon Luzati, at this 
time publifhcd here his Socrates, in which he fhews 
that the greateft geniufes are weak and wandering 
when they arc guided by prejudice. He compofed 
another treatife concerning the ftate of the nation. 

R-bMcs at * c was at Venice alfo that Samuel Nachmias lived, 
Venice, though he was of a ThefTalonian family. Here he 

abjured Judaifm, with David, his fon, and part of 
his family, which took the name Morofini. To 
(hew that his converfion was lincere, he publilhed an 
Italian treatife, intitled, Via della Fide, or the Way 
to the Faith ; in which he explains the ceremonies 
. of his nation, and fhews the ufefulnefs of them; 
proves that the fix. hundred and thirteen precepts, 
which they diftinguifh in the law, are obferved by 
nobody, and confutes all the Jewifh fuperftitions and 
fe<5ts. He died in the year 1687, at Rome, whither 
he retired. Mardochai Korkos, who taught in the 
year 167^, performed a talk that was no lefs bold 
and odious to the doctors of his nation ; for he com- 
pofed a treatife againft the cabala : and their preju- 
dices for that fcience are fo great, that all feem to 



Proteftel 
by the Re- 
public of 

Venice. 



nucd in this port, and from thence dilpcrfed tbem- 
felves into other cities of Italy, f here have been 
alfb very famous dodtors of ihib name, and R. Afccr 
was of this family. 

There was alfo a fynagorruc at Iniola, where the 
famous Gedaliah was born, who was of Portuguefe ^j^* 
defecnt. He boafted to be of the family of the ja- 
chiia ; and maintained that his family, proceeding 
in a right line from JcUe, father of David, had 
maintained itfelf in Portugal* where Athanaric, 



fon to the great Athanaric, firft of the name, had 
given three cities in fief to one of his grandfathers, 
and made him intendant of his houiJjoldj and his 
whole kingdom. 

This rabbi had compofed ai volumes ; but the 
principal, and almoft only one, which was printed, 
is the C hain of the Cabala, or xSchialfchelct Hakka- 
bala. He wrote it at Imola, in the year 1 549. And 
though the author ftolc a great many things from a 
work like his own, and is very frequently miftaken 
in chronology, yet he has been ferviceable to Bar- 
tolocci, in his rabbinical Hib'liothequc, as he owns 
himfelf; and it is one of the moft ncceflary books to 
thofe that are fond of the chain of tradition, and 
the perfonal fucceffion of the doctors. 

At Modena was another fynagoguc, with R. Sa-R.smi 
muel at the head of it, who, in the year 1550, pub-** 8 ** 
lifhed the Judgments of Solomon. We have already 
obferved what pompous titles thefe writers give 
their books. This is a courfe of canon law. Solo- 
mon is renowned for the wifdoni and equity of his 
judgments; and the author fears not to give the fame 
idea of himfelf and his d e cifxons, which are in reality 
much efteemed. 

There was an academy at Padua, 
brought up a confiderable number of doctors 
Meir was its pre fid en t. Jofeph of Padua, who took 
the name of his native place, likewife taught there. 
Ifaac Phea publifhed there, at the fame time, his 
Way of Faith, which acquired him great reputa- 
tion. They had their great preacher Menachem 
Rabba, whofe fermons upon the four feafons of the 
year have been fince printed by his fon. He was 
living in the beginning of the laft century. 
Jews were here admitted doctors of phyfic,and they 
might afterwards pracftife in the territories of the 

republic. They have moreover three fynagogues, 
eight hundred perfons of their nation, and a confi- 
derable gretto. This is the name in Italy they give 
the ftreets and quarters of the Jews, in which they 
are fhut up at night. 

The fynagogue and acad emy of Mantua have been 

famous for a long time. Two rabbies, Mefer Leone 

di Mantua and Kolon, who governed it at the end of 

the fifteenth century, were divided. Jealoufy per-£ ona{ 

haps was the true caufe of their enmity ; but they Mann* 

concealed this fhanieful paflion under the cloak of 

religion, and difference of opinions about faith. Not 

only the Jews of Mantua divided, but the Chriftians 

engaged fo far in this divilion as to come to blows. 
* - ^ 7 - -- - 7 Marq * 
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tried in vain all ways to reconcile them; but at 
length he took the rtfolution which is always moft 

4 ui - . w „w effe&ual, that i$, to expel the leaders of the faction, • 

ftakVthc7ounTaVion o^thciTreligion^ II an J by their exile, reftorc tranquillity to fynagogue 

it; and therefore the do&ors have had the precau- || an< * aca demy. 

Other doctors fucceeded the expelled ; and Mofes 

Vecchio, or Mofes the Old. made a great figure in 
the following century . Alphcs, whom we have al- 
ready mentioned, had written a courfe of law fo 
conformable to the Talmud, that fomctimes one is 
miftaken for the other. His commentaries, inftead 
of cenfuring feveral things he had inferted in his 
bofek, approved them, or endeavoured to foften 
them by a favourable interpretation. But Mofes 
the Old, fetting himfelf above Alphcs and all his 
commentators, publifhcd at Mantua his corrections 
upon their works, which did him great honour. 



tion not to print it. 

* At the fame time that Bombergue had his prefs at 
Venice, fome Jews, from Spire, in Germany, were 
Printing at employed in the fame manner at Soncino, a fmall 
SoncinS. town in the dutchy of Milan, near the river Pglio, 

where they began to print Hebrew books about the 
end of the fifteenth century. They quitted the name 
of their family, to take that of the city of Soncino. 
Their principal bufinefs was to print Hebrew books; 
and as they were almoft the firft that did this fervice 
to the nation, they grew famous and confiderable. 
By this means they refcued from oblivion a great 
number of rabbinical writings, which would have 



w Thejews were fettled at Pefaro, 

been buried in the duft, and were not eafily read. II little city, mentioned by Catullus. It belongs at 
The dodtors, that hereby found it much eafier to 
read the works of their prcdeceflbrs, gave great en- 



prefent to the church, and is fituate in the dutchy 

of Urbino, upon the Adriatic Sea. Here was born 
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R# Jeebicl, who, having for funic time heard the 
fermom of an iuquilitor at Florence, went to Home, 
to defirc leave to abjure Judaifin. Pope Gregory 
XIII* was prefent at the fpeech he made before a 
numerous affcmbly, and received him, as he des- 
cended from the chair, with the higheft marks of 
fatisfa&ion. The pope baptized him fome days 
after. He became a preacher ; and fome of his 
Italian fermons have been printed, which he preach- 
ed at Florence. 

They have, generally fpeaking,upheld themfclves 
in molt cities of Italy, and have had many learned 
rabbies during the foregoing century, the mod ce- 
lebrated among whom were the following : 

R. Jehudah Arie, commonly known by the name 

hoik's °^ k eo de Modena, the place of his nativity, as that 
liiffox s. ^ (Lion) anfwered to his Hebrew name of 

Arie. He was a very learned man, and hath given 
the world a treatife on the ceremonies of the Jews, 
which is highly efteemed by the learned of all 
nations. His book, intitled, " the Mouth of the 
Lion/' is another ufeful work, wherein he hath 
judicioufly collected and explained all the words 
ufed by the rabbies, which are neither quite He- 
brew or altogether Chaldee, and hath endeavoured 
to fix the pronunciation of them fo as to be under- 
flood by Jews of all nations. He was for a confider- 
able time chief of the fynagogue, and reckoned a 
good poat both in Hebrew and Italian. He wrote 
feveral other treatifes ; and formed the defign of 
tranflating the Old Teftament into Italian, but was 
forbidden to proceed by the inquifitors ; inftead of 
which, therefore, he wrote his Lexicon. He died 
at Venice in the year 1654, at the age of almoft 80 
years. 

Here flourished, in the year 1674, Mardochai Kor- 
kos, who having a better judgment than mo ft doc- 
tors of his nation, inftead of giving into the tenets 
of the cabala, has endeavoured to make others dif- 
like it. He even had the courage to write againft 
the famous Sephiroths, which fhews his good tafte 
for theology. 

jicobTza- Jacob Tzaphalon taught at Ferrara. He was born 

pWon. as Rome in 1630, and had alfo taken his degree 

of doctor of phyfic in the univerfity of this city ; 
but bent his ftudies to the law, and became one of 
the principal doctors of the laft century. Being- 
rendered uneafy in his native country, he forfook 
it, and retired to Ferrara, where he governed the 
fynagogue of that place. This fituation was the 
more convenient to him, becaufe he came near Ve- 
nice, where he printed feveral books. He publifhed 
a collection of devout thoughts, to which he prefix- 
ed feveral prayers. He wrote other books. The 
title of one is taken from the prophet Micah, 
Thou wilt perform the Truth to Jacob." The 



MirJochai 
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fecond is, " The Light of the Preachers." A third, 
which turns upon phyfic, is called, u The Theatre 

of Life in which he treats of fevers, poifons, fim- II were only feigned and infignificant. 



They reckon twelve or fifteen thoufand Jews in 
Rome, who arc governed by triumvirs, whom they 
call Meirimonini. Thcfc three determine all the 
differences that arife betwixt man and man, and 
takes care to prcferve the privileges the popes have 
granted them. They are changed every year, in 
order to prevent the abufc of their authority. The Syiu- 
Jews lived fo/amiliarly with the Chriftians, that the 2^ 
lattcr made no fcruple to go frequently to their quemed by 
fynagogues; and they did it in fucli numbers, that K!2r-' 
Innocent XL was obliged to threaten them with ward* tor- 
excommunication, and a fine of twenty-five crowns »hlm? '° 
upon all who entered them. They have an academy 
here, and their profeffors alfo, among whom was 
the famous Jofeph Kimki. They have nine fyna- 
gogues ; and it feems they prefer ve a kind of fuperi- 
ority over the reft of thofe in Italy, fincc they are 
consulted upon doubtful cafes, and their determi- 
nations Angularly regarded. 

Innocent XI. gave them, fome years fince, a par- **pe in- 
ticular token of his prote&ion. This pontiff, who 
conjured the king of France to perfecute his Protef- 10 {l »e 
tant fubjedts, to oblige them to change their reli- WI * 
gion, induced the Venetians to give liberty to fome 
Jews whom they opprefTed. Morolini, general of 
this republic, returning victorious from the ?4orca, 
brought with him from this country many Chriftians 
and Jews he had found under the power of the grand 
feignior. Thefirft were fet at liberty, and the latter 
kept in flavery. They reprefented the injullice that 
was done them, lince they offered to dwell in the 
territories of the republic, where they are allowed 
full liberty of confciencc. They have their ceme- 
tery at Venice, which has produced fome epitaphs. 
They have alfo their fynagogues, and reckon near 
two thoufand perfons of their nation in that city. 
Butyet they could not obtain their defirej and their 
fate would have been miferable, if the pope, whofe 

protection they implored, had not interpofed in their 
behalf. Notfatisncd with adling at Venice, heap- 
pointed a congregation at Rome to take cognizance 
of this affair, and to regulate it ; whereupon the 
republic granted what was demanded, and the Jews 
were fet at liberty. 

Thispontiff alfo ftro ve much to promote their con- 
verfion. Gregory XIII. had ordered a fermon to be 
preached weekly to inftrudt them. An ingenious 
man was to be chofen for the purpofe, who was to 
prove that the introdu&ion of the gofpcl had abo- 
liflied the law ; and to enlarge upon the longmifery 
this nation had fuffered for a prodigious courfe of 
years. He obliged one-third of the Jews of Rome Mcansufcd 
to be prefent, in their turns, at this fermon ; and to promote 
the children who had reached twelve years were re- veriion? 11 " 
giftered among the auditors. He built feminaries for 
the maintenance of the new converts, and hofpitals 
for their lick. But, after all, the greater part re- 
mained in unbelief; and cardinal Barberini, who 
was at a great expencc to forward the work, a c- Prove in- 
knowledged, before his death, that fuch conversions c e uaL 



uel, 



pies, and difeafes peculiar to each part of the hu- 
man body. 

- 

Judas Azael was eminent alfo for his preaching 
in the laft century. His reputation was fo great, 
that the Chriftians went out of curiofity to hear him. 
He publifhed a book, called, <c The Thrones of the 
Houfe of David." He died at Ferrara in the year 
1677. 



JAoshuah 



>'We have now brought the hiftory of the Jews in 
Italy to the end of the feventcenth century. Thofe 
vvhodefirea more exaft knowledge of the number 
and prefent ftate of their fynagogues, may confult 
the tax on thofe in the eccleiiaftical ftate. They rec- * a * f on 
kon nine at Rome, and nineteen in Campania ; thirty- gogticlf 
fix in the marquifate of Ancona, twelve in the patri- 
mony of St. Peter, eleven at Bologna, and thirteen 
in Romandiola. Thefeare taxed fomewhat above 



JehoflmahMenahem was prefident of the academy f even j lunc l re d crowns, which they pay every year 



at Rome at the end of the laft century ; and there 
was another dodtor at the fame time called Jacob 
Dattilo delli Piatelli. He came of a diftinguifhed 
family of his nation at Rome, and was confidered 
as one of the beft qualified mafters to inftrucft youth. 
TheR.Tribotti appeared alfo in the middle of the 
fame century. In a traft which he publifhed, he 
advanced fome propofitions that occafioned the 
do&ors of Italy to oppofe him. The fynagogue 
and academy of Rome, to prevent the multiplica- 
tion of books, and the courfe of the divilion pro- 
nounced upon all thefe queftions, declared for Tri- 
botti, and the other dodlors fubmitting to its deci- 
lion, peace was reftorcd. 
No. sa# 



We may farther obferve the will of Zachary a 
Porto, who died at Florence towards the end of the 
laft century. This merchant had compofed a kind 
of concordance upon the commentators of the Tal- 
mud. When he died he entrufted his work with 
the doctors at Ptome, and bequeathed his library 
to the fchool. Moreover, he gave twenty-four 
thoufand piafters to his nation ; one-fourth part to 
be divided among the umverfities of Leghorn, Ve- 
nice, and the Land of Ifrael ; and eighteen thoufand 
piafters to be diftributed into portions for Jewifh Syn3 . 
maids, of the fynagogues of Rome, Ferrara, An-g«^ e * 



cona, Urbino. (which was his birthplace,) Pefaro, 

in Italy. 
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Ccfano, Venice, Padua, Verona, Rovigo, Florence, 
•Sienna, Pi fa, Leghorn, Mantua, Mori en a, and 
Rcggio, This enumeration fliews there is ftillacon- 
fidcrablc number of fynagogues in that part of the 
world, where the church of Rome reigns with the 
greatcft authority. 



CHAP. XXII. 



Hifiory of the Jews in Germany, from the fifteenth 

to the fixteenth century. 



Hebrew concordances, 

Ordi- 
Be- 



Jews in Germany oppreffed. 
Creation of doftors y and origin of the title, 
nance of the council of Bafil againji the Jews, 
nijhed Bavaria. Burnt at Mecklenburgh. Banijhed 
Nuremberg and Calongue. Viftora Carbe's book againfi 
them. Simeon a learned Rabbi. Pfepfercorn*s ad- 
vice againfi the Jews. Reuchlin's oppofition. Con- 
tinuation of the difpute. Pfepfercorn's diffimulation 
punifjed. State of the Jews under the reformation. 
Enmity betwixt Martin Luther and the Jews. They 
become more wary and learned. R. lfaac"s Buttrefs of 
Faith. Other Jewijb tratts in vindication of their 
religion, Jewijb fcftaries. Banifjed from Merf- 

Protected by Ferdinand and Salomon Lawria. 
Simfon de Guntzbourg a good geometrician. Other 
learned rabbies. Condition of the Jews in Bohemia. 
Expelled and reftorsd. Learned men in Bohemia. 
Jews in Hungary and Moravia. Settled in the terri- 
tories of Brunfwick. 
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THE fifteenth century began unhappily in Ger- 
many for the Jewifli nation. A great many 
were fettled in Thuringia and Mifnia. But the 
landgraves made them pay dear for their quiet and 
liberty. Whether it was that neceflity required it, 
or they were driven to it by avarice, which prevails 
in the minds of princes, as well as private perfons, 
but they often demanded confiderable funis; and it 
had not been long, perhaps, that they had paid one 
great tax, when a new one was demanded of them ; 
and, upon their refufing to pay it, they were all 
committed to prifon, and not fet at liberty till they 
paid a confiderable ranfom. 



There was at that time a difpute among the rab- 
bies of Germany about letters of divorce. Young 
people were frequently defirous of procuring them # , 
and as they were not perfectly acquainted with the 
ancient rites, were guilty of errors. In order to 
prevent this abufe, it was enacted that none but 
the received doctors (hould be prcvileged to draw 
up thefe letters, and that all the reft fhould be void 
and null ; and it is faid that this was the origin of 
Cre uonofthe title of do<5tor, which Movilin aflumed. But 
o%J"T it was probably pride which gave birth to this new 
the title, degree of honour. The Chriltians prefented the 

doctors cap with great pomp in their univerfities ; 
and to imitate them, the Jews took this title, and 




guifhed amongll all the Chriftians. Abravanel, who 
law "hat the Germans ordained their difciples by 
faying, " Morenu," (you arc our dotior,) was fur- 



Jacob Movilin at that time made himfelf famous 
by the great number of his difciples, as well as by 
his judicious anfvvers to the queftions that were pro- 
poled to him. An Hebrew concordance was com- 
pofed by Nathan, at the beginning of the fifteenth 
century. Reuchlin printed it, becaufe he found it 
veryufeful. There have been feveral editions of 
it fince ; but the belt of all is the Roman, the 
work of a monk, called Marius Calafio ; for he 
not only added the concordance of Efther and 
Daniel, which were wanting, but we find illuftra- 
tions upon the Chaldee notes, and upon all that 
relates to the defcription of the places mentioned in 
holy writ. 



prifed at this enftom ; but he found afterward*, 
that the fame thing was done in Italy, where this 
title foon came into vogue. 

The council of Bafil, which extended its jurifc 
diction far and near, thought it ought not to ncglc<5t 
the Jews, who were numerous in this city and in 
Germany. It commanded, by a decree, the prelates Ordinm. 
to chufe, in all places where there were Jews, fome council 1 * 
perfons (killed in the languages to preach to them. Bnfii c, a . of 
The prelates were obliged to fend all the Jews of jg^ th * 
theirdiocefes to this fcrmon ; and heavy punifhments 
were decreed againfi: thofe who concealed them, or 
hindered them from receiving inftruction. People 
at the fame time were forbid to have any commerce 
with them at table, or in civil fociety. It was not 
allowed to have fervants, nurfes, phyficians, or 
farmers of this nation ; nor to let them houfes near 
churches, or in the bodies of cities ; and to dis- 
cover them the more eafily, they were obliged to 
wear a different habit from the Chriftians. The 
council alfo condemned thofe who pledged church 
books, utenfils, and ornaments, to lofc their money. 

Regulations were made about thofe who were 
converted. The new converts by baptifni obtained 
the privilege of enjoying their eltates, except what 
they had acquired by ufuries ; for they obliged them, 
to reftorc their exceffive interefts, if the perfons 
were living ; and in cafe of death, as the church was 
impropriatrefs of the confifcation of thefe goods, 
{he made a prefent of them to the new converts. 

The council declared farther, by an edi<5t, the 
new converts capable of all oflices in cities where 
they were baptifed. It could not; indeed, be afliirecl 
of the finccrity of thofe converlions ; and it appears 
that it doubted of them; for it forbad that the new 
converts fhould have frequent intercourfe together; 
as finding, by experience, that they corrupted one 
another, and weakened their faith. They were for- 
bid alfo burying their dead after the Jewifli way, 
keeping the fabbath, and other rites of that nation ; 
which is a fufficient proof that they had not totally 
renounced them. The parifli-priefts were ordered 
to prevent the mifchief, by procuring them good 
matches among the Chriftians, As the council gave 
great privileges to new converts, it appointed like- 
wife terrible punifhments for hypocrites ; for it au- 
thorized the priefts to keep a ftridt eye over their 
conduct, to impeach them to the inquifitors, and to 
call in the fecular arm to punifh them with greater 
rigour ; declaring, that all who protected thefe dif- 
femblers fhould be treated as abettors of heretics: 
and carrying its authority farther, it annulled all 
the privileges which might have been given to the 
Jews, either by popes or emperors. The council, 
upon the whole, was right in ordering the Jews to 
be inltructed, and the new converts to be main-, 
tained by contribution ; but it exceeded the bounds 
of its power, in fetting itfelf above emperors, and 
pretending to abolifli their laws. 
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. The decrees of the council of Bafil catifed no 
great alteration in Germany. It is true Lewis X. 
duke of Bavaria, expelled the Jews out of his do- 
minions ; but it was twenty years after : and the 
council laid not this injunction upon fovereigns, 
fo that this prince confulted not his own interefts. 
It was vain toreprefent to him, that the banifhment 
of fo many opulent people would leflen his re- 
venues ; he ordered them to depart the fame day, 
and the very fame hour, from forty cities, and all 
the towns in his territories : he confifcated their Jj"^ 
eftates, and built prifons, and other public edifices, 
in the places which had belonged to them. 

The princes of Mecklenburgh alfo made a dread- 
ful execution of them in their capital city. Thirty 
Jews were condemned to the fire. Oue of them at U Me<*- 
threw himfelf into the river, to avoid the barbarity ien bor S*- 
of this punilhment ; and, as the women and chil- 
dren were included in this execution, a mother, 
driven to defpair, killed, with her own hand, two of 
her daughters ; and a third would have undergone 
the fame fate, if the Chriftians had not taken her 
away. Two years after they were accufed, in Hun- 
gary, of murdering a Chriftian, and drinking his 
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blood* They were put to the rack, to force them 
to confefs tfiat they were not only guilty of the 
crime, but that their nation partook in it. 

About fiveyearsafter the Jews of Nuremberg, who 

"eifmc were both numerous and wealthy, were all banifhed 
Kttwm- out 0 f t j lat chy, and fettled in a fmall town in its 

neighbourhood, where they built a fynagoguc. The 
citizens had feveral crimes laid to their charge, in 
order to juftify the feverity of their expulfion; but 
the true motive feems to have been their wealth, 
which made them infolent ; their numbers, which 
made them formidable ; and their ufuries, which 
fcrved to debauch their youth, and rendered them 
at length univerfally odious. 

At the beginning of the fixteenth century they 
were expelled out of the diocefe of Cologne ; and 
Vi<Stor a Carbe, who renounced Judaifin to turn 
prieft, expatiated on the praifes of the bifhop, con- 
gratulating him on having purged his bifhopric 
from the people of his nation. At the fame time 
that he uttered inve&ives againft his nation, he 
counfelled the Chriftians never to difpute with them, 
becaufe they were accuftomed to controverfy from 
their infancy, and that to conquer them, a man had 
need of a quiver full of arrows. However, he wrote 
againft the Jews ; and at this day we read thefe 
words upon the gates of the church of St. Urfula at 
Cologne : u Vi&or, formerly a Jew, in the year 1509, 
wrote four books againft the errors of the Jews." 
He was near fifty years old when he was baptized ; 
and it was probably the fear of being banifhed 
that produced his converfion. We learn, from his 
teftimony, that the Jews had fuffered ii 
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About the fame time flouriflied, in the neighbour- 
Uimeon. hood of that city, the great R. Simeon, an eloquent 

preacher, and author of the famed book J alkut, 
(Pouch,) which is a judicious collection of fuch in- 
terpretations of the ancient Jewifli doctors on the 
facred books, as were beft and eafieft to be under- 
ftood. This work was printed at Theffalonica, and 
afterwards in Italy. A rabbi, of the family of Ge- 
dalia, who had retired to Jerufalem, compofed a 
long commentary upon it. He thought his labour 
was loft, becaufe he was not able to print it ; when 
Dias Mokato, a rich Spaniard, undertook to defray 
the expence ; and therefore it was printed with A- 
brabam's notes, at Leghorn. The corrector dedi- 
cated it to the great duke Ferdinand II. A new 
Jalkut was afterwards printed at Amfterdam, where- 
in are colletfted theliteralandrayfticalinterpretation 
in alphabetical order ; whereas Simeon followed the 
order of the facred books, and confined himfelf to 
the allegorical fenfe. There is a third, which is 
that of R. Reuben, and is only acolle&ion of notes 
upon the Pentateuch. 

Some years after this tranfa&ion, a profelyte, 
called Pfepfercorn, kindled a terrible war among 
the learned of this century. Whether it was to 
acquire a reputation with the party whofe profeffion 
he had newly embraced, or rather that he had a 
mind to enrich himfelf at the coft of his deferted 
:?fer- brethren, he perfuaded the emperor Maximilian, 
£** J - that all the Jewifli books ought to be burnt, becaufe 
ijtws. they were full of fables, lies, andblafphemies. He 
alfociated with him two Cologne divines, and, a- 
• mongft others, the famous Hochftraten, who after- 
wards wrote againft Luther. He was charged with 
defigning to feize all the books he condemned, and 
afterwards oblige the Jews to ranfom them at an 
exorbitant rate. All the devotees engaged in this 
fa&ion ; and the emperor himfelf, prevailed on by 
the authority of the divines, gave a favourable an- 
fwer to the requeft prefented to him. However, as 
this affair made a noife, he was willing to know the 
opinion of fome dodtors, and particularly of Cap- 
nion, or Reuchlin. This profeflbr had ftudied the 
languages under VefTelus. Some fay he was under 
the tuition of John de la Pierre, a German, who 
was afterwards profeflbr at Paris, and became a 
Carthufian. But it is certain he was indebted for 
his firft erudition to the profeflbr of Groningen, 
No. 5a. 



who was called the Light of the World* • The duke 
of liavaria, who had a great cfteein for Reuchlin, 
having a very nice affair to manage with Alexander 
VJ. chofc him for one of his miniuers. He continu- 
edayearat Rome, where he perfected hisknowledge 
of the Hebrew under a famous Jew, who flouriflied 
at that lime, called Abdi Ben Jacob Spuon. The 
emperor had nominated him to be a triumvir of the 
league of Suadia, made in the year 1485, to invefti- 
gate the power of the dukes of Bavaria, and he had 
executed the office for eleven years. It is no won- 
der, therefore, that this perfon, celebrated for his 
learning, and of importance in the empire, was con- 
sulted about the fate of the Talmud, and other He- 
brew books. 

■ 

Reuchlin went not into the op polite extreme of Reachim** 
his enemies. He alledged, that fuch books only °PP olition - 
ought to be burnt, as contained any blafphemies 
againft the Chriftian religion. But he declared 
againft deftroying thofe which only treated of the 
tenets, morals, and rites of the Jews. He alledged 
farther, that the decrees of Germany not being exe- 
cuted wherever the Jews fubfifted, it was impoffible 
entirely to fupprefs the books difperfed all over the 
world, whereof one lingle copy was fufficient for the 
produdt of new editions. Good fenfe required that 
he fliould argue in this manner, and extend the ar- 
gument to all the books that were printed aind pub- 
liflied. Ne verthelefs, Reuchlin was highly cenfured 
for fpeaking after this manner, and the divines began 
to perfecute the author of this opinion. The under- 
ftanding a little Greek was not only fufficient at that 
time to make a man fufpedled, and the underftanding 
Hebrew to convi<$t him of herefy, but the defign of 
ftudying this language was fufficient to incur the re- 
fentment of inveterate enemies. Cologne efpoufed 
the caufe of its divines ; and the univerfity of Paris 
alfo declared for them. The affair was brought be- 
fore the elector of Mentz; but Reuchlin appearing 
only by proxy, Hochftraten obtained a fentence, 
which he caufed to be publifhed before the term. 
Reuchlin appealed from it to the pope, who commif- 
fioned the bifhop of Spire to judge of the proceeding. 
Hochftraten, in confequencc, was condemned by de- 
fault, with cofts ; and inhibitions were given againft 
his continuing his procefs. The declaration of the 
divines of Cologne was declared null. However, 
they caufed Reuchlin's book to be burnt. 

Not fatisfied with thefe judicial proceedings, Hut- Continn- 
ten publifhed the Letters of Obfcure Men. Paul ^ n u °g thft 
Jove, whc> afcribes them to Reuchlin, is miftaken. ip 
Thefe letters contained a poignant fatire againft the 
monks. The public were well pleafed to fee them 
Iafhed in a fprightly and vigorous manner ; and 
Reuchlin hereby was revenged for the abufes that 
had been circulated againlt him. The revenge 
would have been more complete, if Hochftraten had 
died with grief, (as Paul Jove aflures us ;) but this 
inquifitor lived ten years after the publication of 
thefe fatyrical letters. Ortuinus Gratius, to whom 
they were dedicated, endeavoured to repel the at- 
tack, by oppofing to them the Lamentations of Ob- 
fcure Men, and the Letters of Famous Men. But 
this fatire prevailed over the apology; atleaftmen 
of fenfe ceafed to look upon Reuchlin as a Jew, or 
as an aflerter of their tenets. 

The affair was judged at Rome ; whether Hoch- 
ftraten went, fortified with letters from princes, and 
confiderable fums of money , where with he purchafed 
protestors. He omitted nothing that could contri- 
bute to carrying on his caufe. He threatened the 
pope to appeal from his judgment to the council, to 
reje<5t him as a pfeudo pontiff, and to feparate from 
the church, unlcfs Reuchlin, and the Jews he defend- 
ed, were condemned. Neverthelefs, he wasforced 
to be content to have the caufe fuperfeded ; a favour 
which the pope granted him when he was going to 
be condemned: for the judges favoured Reuchlin, 
and would have pronounced againft Hochftraten, 
if a ftop had not been put to it by the pope's 
order. The inquifitor was obliged to return with 
difgrace. Reuchlin's friends waited for him near 
Nuremberg, where his enemies would have ufed him 
ill, if he had not had notice of their defiens. We 
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arc tol<l that flatten, meeting him one tlajr, would 
have killed him, to punilli his violent pcrfcciitions 
of the Lutherans* who began to fprcad in Germany: 
but the monk being humbled, reprcfented, that it 
was fcaudalous to kill a naked man j and Hutten 
being wrought upon, defifted from his purpofe. 

Pfepfercorn, a little after, bore the punifhmcnt 
of his iniquity ; for being arretted upon lb me fufpi- 



prcflcs them with all poffiblc vigour and bittcrnefs; 
and with the fame heat he confutes, or attempts to 
confute, the objections of Chriftians againft the Jews. 
The book referred to, intitled, by the author, Chafuk 
Emmafiy and, by the Latin tranflator, Munimcn Fidti y 

flievvs the author to have lived about the beginning 
of the 17th century. Its editor Jofeph, the fon of 
Mordecai, publifhed it after it had remained a long 
time in manufcript, and was become very fcarcc. 



cion, he confefTed he had afted as prieft for twenty The p ortug ucfe Jews, indeed, got it tranflated into 
years, without having received orders; that he had Snaiiifli. and difnerfed it throughout all the nei^h. 
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years, without having received orders; that he had 
had a defign to kill the elector of Brandenburgh, and 
his brother, the archbifliop of Mentzj and that he 
had voluntarily poifoned many Chriftians, by pre- 
tending to be a phylician. In confequence of thefe 
accufations, he is jfaid to have died amidlt the molt 
cruel tortures, to which he was condemned. 

Reuchlin had reafon to fay, that the monks had 
found fuch an enemy in Luther, as would give them 
bufinefs enough to oblige them to let him die in 
peace, and fo it actually happened. Reuchlin ended 
his days quietly. Not only the Jewifh books were 
Tpared, but the ftudy of the languages was cultiva- 
ted. The world began to be fen^.ble of the barba- 
rity and grofs ignorance of the perfecuting monks ; 
and the Jews were no longer accufed of thofe ma£- 
iacres of children, which had drawn upon them fo 
many miferies, and fpilt fo much of their blood. 
Idolatry at that time received a terrible blow, and 
the worfliip of God alone began to be reftored. On 
the other hand, the Protcltants were better fkillccl 
in the languages than the monks and divines of pa ft 
ages had been, and furmounting vulgar prejudices, 
ftudied the writings of the rabbies, difcovered the 
myfteries of them, and confuted them upon their 
own principles. Their example roufed the Roman 
divines, who taking the fame method, difcovered 
the fyftem of the Jewifh religion* We muft not 
here enter into party confiderations, nor over-ftrain 

the praife that is due to our divines : they led the 
way, and the othershave followed : they have drawn 
the people out of barbarity, and the others have re- 
joiced in this light : they have had their profound 
dodtors in this matter, as well as we ; fo that we 
cannot determine whether the Jews have gained or 
loft by the reformation that enfued. 

Luther could not agree with their divinity, and 
has often cenfured them with that impetuolky of 
temper that carried him beyond the bounds of mo- 
deration. He charged them efpecially with being 
cheats; becaufc he had heard the duke of Saxony 
• fay, that a Jew had promifed to make him invulne- 
rable ; but having obliged the impoftor to make 
m : t bc trial of his art upon himfelf, the fraud was difcover- 
tw^nMar'ed, and the Jew died of the wound that was given 

snathe^ l" m# ^he g r ^ at caufe of their fpleen againft Lu- 
jcwi. ther proceeded from his having hindered fome 

Chriftian princes from receiving them into their 
dominions. Moreover the reformation produced 
abundance of dodiors in Germany, who, bavin 
thoroughly ftudied the languages, frequently dis- 
pute againft the Jews, and prove to them the truth 
• of the Chriftian religion. 
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On the other hand, the Jews, being more clofely 

come more prefTed by the Chriftians, were obliged to exert 
icarncJ? themfclves in extraordinary efforts for their own de- 
fence : and it muft be confefTed that they have pro- 
duced fome learned champions, at the head of whom 
we may rank R. Ifaac, the fon of Abraham. He 
declares that he fpent his life in the courts of Ger- 
many, near princes, who often favoured him with 
marks of diuiri&ion. His difciple, who has col- 
lected his difputes, compares him to the patriarch 
Ifaac, becaufc he bore his name ; and like Ifaac had 
two children. This produced a book in two parts ; 
one of which may be compared to Efau, and the 
other to Jacob. But this does not inform us who 
the author was, or in what time he lived. He had 

r ifaae's f rec l ucnt conferences with Luther's difciples, and it 
huttrefsof was againft them he compofed his Buttrefs of Faith. 
Faith. This is a moft virulent compofition, wherein the 

author affects to examine particular palfages of fa- 
crcd hiftory, and, envious to explode the proofs of 
it, raifes all the difficulties he can againft it, and 



paiiifli, and difperfed it throughout all the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms. It was alfo in high efteem among 
the African Jews ; and it is from thence that the 
learned Wagenfeil brought it into Germany, and 
having tranflated it into Latin, inferted it in his Tela 
Ignea Satanae; or, " Fiery Darts of Satan." 

At the fame time was produced a work, intitled, 
the Nizzachon, or Vi&ory againft the Chriftians. 
The Jews often give lofty titles to the books they 
publiTh againft the Chriftian religion, as pretending 
they are fo many triumphs over it. Wagenfeil pub- 
lifhed one of thefe works, which he thought was 
compofed about the twelfth century, becaufe no 
later rabbi was quoted, which conjecture is very 
probable. Schickard had determined to tranflate 9 tliCt Jc*- 
and confute another of them, which went by the in vin^. 
fame title, and was compofed by Matathias, but JjJJjo^ 
death prevented him. A third treatife of the Vic-gion. 
tory is attributed to Lipman, who lived in Germany 
at the end of the fifteenth century ; for the author 
informs us, that he wrote about the year 1 499. He 
thought that a long treatife againft the Chriftians 
would not makefo ltrong an impreflion on the peo- 
ple's minds, and therefore made an abridgment in 
verfe, which might be eafdy learned. That abridge- 
ment Wagenfeil has publifhed, with a judicious con- 
futation. Bartolocci fpeaks of a fourth Victory, in 
which the Jewilh religion is defended with thirty- 
five arguments, and Chriftianity attacked with forty- 
two objections, very artfully ftated. It is faid to be 
the work of many authors, who all wrote, notwith- 
ftanding, in the purity of their language 5 but they 
lived lince the reformation, as they quote the works 
of Luther and Calvin. 

Befides the Jews who fet up in Germany againft Jcwuhfcc 
the reformation, new dodlors appeared in Tranfyl- tancs ' 
vania, called Judaizers, or half Jews, by way of ftig- 
ma. The cafe was this : Seidelius, one of the heads 
of this fedt, maintained, that the great prophet did 
not refpedt the Gentiles, but only the Jews, to whom 
he had been promifed by the fame title as the land 
of Canaan ; that is, as a particular privilege to be 
enjoyed by them alone. He reckoned alfo facrifices 
anil ceremonies as rites peculiar to this nation, 
contributing to the worfliip of God. But he was 
perfuaded that all religion confifted in the deca- 
logue, which was naturally engraven on the hearts 
of all men. He made a vain attempts to gain profe- 
lytes in Silefia, where he was born ; but finding it 
impoffible toretrive his countrymen from their ido- 
latry, he went into Poland, where he had fome fol- 
lowers. 

Another, named Francis David, was called a Juda- 
izer, or half few, becaufe he affedted fome peculiar 
modes and forms in ofFering up prayer and folemn 
invocations. 

Amongft them was likewife reckoned George de 
Novara, who was burned at Bolonia for efpoufing 
fome peculiar tenets : and fuch were alfo efteemed 
fome other fedtaries, who obferved the Jewifh fab- 
bath, abilained from blood and things ftrangled, 
feveral of whom fuffered, as half Jews, in England 
and other parts. 

The Jews pretended to have been fettled atMef- 
bourg ever unce the taking of Jerufalem ; but fbjewsbi- 
venerable an antiquity did not fecure them from 
bifliop Adolphus's perfecutions, who expelled them uc&ov$> 
all from thence at the beginning of the fixteenth 
century. But they confoled themfelves in the fafe 
retreat which they found in other places ; for the 
emperor Ferdinand I. not only protected them, but 
granted them the privilege of having a prince of 

the captivity in Germany j and ordered that the chief nan* i» 
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rabbi dc Wormcs fliould have this preference be- 
fore all the reft of his nation. They reckon in the 
catalogue of thefc princes the famous 11. Jakock, 
of German origin, born at Wormcs, cftccmcd by 
his nation for Ins learning, and who left four inge- 
nious ions, who were all pretfdents of academies, 
princes of the difperfion, and the admiration of the 
age. One of them taught chiefly at Fribourg, where 
there was a fchooland a fynagbgue, as in moll cities 
of the empire, and particularly at Vienna, where 
they haderedted a magnificent building. 

The,y had in Auftria a more famous man than Ja- 
kock, which was Salomon Lawria. He compofed 
the Sea of Salomon, alluding to his name, and called 
his book a fea becaufe it founded the depth of the 
Talmud ; and he examined particularly the ftile and 
phrafes of it. He died in the year 1573. 

Simfon, a native of Guntzburg, which gave 
him his fnrname, was a geometrician of repute, and 
alkilful architect, who, after he had acquired im- 
gw>ageo- menfe wealth, diftributed it with a very bountiful 
aictricuo. jj ant j B Eliezer, a German, had alfo a boundlefs re- 
putation. He left Germany for Poland, where he 
became head of the academy, and of the houfe of 
judgment at Pofnania. He publifhed two books ; 
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ing the incendiaries, and condemned. Tliofc that 
cfcaped the flames were all expelled by Ferdinand, 
who could no othcrwife appcafe the poptflar com- 
motion : ten pcrfons only found favour, being al- 
lowed the liberty of remaining at Prague : but the 
incendiaries having been difcovered before the end 
of the year, the Jews were recalled, and fettled 
again in their country. 

Another ftorm fell upon them foon after : for 
they were fufpected of having made prayers at 
Prague againlt the Chriftians. tTpon this fufpi- 
cion they feizedall their books, arid carried them to 
Vienna. This lofs was an affliftiori to them, not 
only on account of their value, which was very con- 
fiderable, but efpecially becaufe they were obliged 
to perform the Service viva vocc^ and by heart, with- 
out reading, which fubjected them to many iucon- 
veniencies. The ftorm was but fhort ; the books 
that were taken were reftored ; and, perhaps, it was T . are 
only done to oblige them to redeem them. Ferdi- expelled 
nand banifhed them the fame year from all Bohemia, ^' ca ° m 
only leaving ten families in Prague ; but at the fame 
time he permitted them to live in other parts of his 
dominions, and alfo reftored them a little after? 
Weidneriis, who was one of their rabbies, had de- 



one whereof was called the work of the Lord ; and I ferted them during this difgrace. He alfo preached 



the other, the Addition of Doctrine. 



againft them in the fynagogue at Prague ; and he 
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Poland abounded alfo with learned doctors, j affirms, that he converted many of his brethren: 



Iferdes taught at Cracow, and gathered a vaft num- 
ber of difciples, who came from all parts to hear 
his lectures. He was devout, perfect, and gave 
reft to the law in Ifrael twenty years ; that is, he 
was profeflbr fo long. Jofeph Letts, born in the 
fame city, wore four crowns ; that of priefthood, of 
the law, of dignity or empire, and of a great re- 
putation. At Cracow there was a fynagogue, an 
academy, a houfe of judgment, and agreataflem- 
bly of the Jews. They were difperfed in moft of the 
cities af Poland where they had extenfive privi- 
leges. Neverthelefs, they fometimes fuffered by po- 
pular commotions : for inftance, their houfes were 
once fet on fire at Pofnania, a.nd they faw them 
burnt without being able to extinguifli the flames, 
becaufe they were afraid that the enraged multitude 

would fall upon them. The populace, indeed, pre- 
tended, that a kind of fupernatural terror had feized 
on them, which would not fuffer them fo much as 
to draw water, fo that all their houfes, effects, and 
books, even that of the law, were reduced to allies. 
But, excepting thefe popular difafters, learning, as 
well as traffic, flourished among them ; and their 
academies were governed by men of great reputa- 
tion. 

Cardinal Commendon, in his way to Ruffia, found 
likewife, in the province of Ukrania, a number 
of Jews in great credit, who did not enrich them- 
felves, as they do in general, by ufury, but by a fair 
and honeft commerce. They cultivated their lands, 
and applied themfelves to the ftudy of phyfic and 
aftrology j and others farmed the cuftoms and 
carriage of merchandize. They are not only ex- 
empt from wearing marks of diftin&ion, but are 
even allowed to wear fwords, and to eiy oy the fame 
pofts and employments as the natives of the coun- 
try. 

Bohemia cheriflied many of this nation. Wc 
the Jew j have already obferved, that the Jews were fettled 
Bohemia -there in the tenth century, fince they rendered fer- 
vice to the inhabitants againft the robbers, and 
built at that time a fynagogue at Prague ; this li- 
berty being given them by way of acknowledgment 
for the vi&ories that had been obtained by their 
means. In procefsof time they alfo erected a col- 
lege. R. Falk was the prefident, and the firft that 
began to exercife his fcholars in controverfies like 
the Chriftians : but this method was not acceptable 
to the fages, nor relifhed by the people in general. 
The Jews, whofe fyftem of divinity is rather myfti- 
cal and abftrufe, cannot be reconciled to arguments 
and,fyllogifms. 

They had alfo their enemies and perfecutorshere. 
An almoft general conflagration having deftroyed 
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They had in Bohemia their doftors, who raifed Learned 
the glory of their academies ; for Ifaac Meheling ™^ c ^J a 
taught at the end of th t lixteenth century. When 
he died, he left his fon, R. Charam, prefident of his 
fchool. Here it was that the famous Liwa Bitfleer, 
appeared, with whom the emperor Rhodolphus 
converfed. He founded a famous academy, called 
Klaufe, whither he drew a vaft concourfe of difci- 
ples ; and afterwards was made fuperintendant over 
all the fynagogues of Poland. 

Judas Betfaleel, otherwife Leo of Prague, was 
born in Bohemia, and flourished in the year 1553 . 
He at firft governed the academies of Moravia, and 
was judge of his nation in that country. He came 
to Prague in the year 1573, where he founded a 
new academy, in which he taught eleven years with 
great reputation. However, he left it to go into 
Great Poland, where he died at the end of the fix- 
teenth, or the beginning of the laft, century. He 
left many books, amongft which there is one con- 
cerning the redemption of Ifrael, wherein he aflures 
his nation of the coming of the great prophet, and 
doubts not but that he will render the profperity of 
his people perpetual. Some time before appeared, 
in the fame city, one Abraham of Prague, who com- 
pofed a commentary upon the commentaries of 
Jarki, and who died in the year 1540. 

Mardochai Jophi, or the Fair, was alfo born at 
Prague. He retired to Poland, where he died in the 
year 1611, with the reputation of one of the moft 
learned men of his country and nation. It will not 
be amifs, in order to know his method, to obferve 
the plan of one of his works. He intitled his book, 
the Royal Garment ; which title is borrowed from 
the holy ftory, which fays, that Mordecai, went out 
from the prefence of the king, in royal apparel of 
blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and. 
with a garment of fine linen and purple. It is the 

difpofition of the rabbies not only to delight in me- 
taphors, even in their titles, but to feek fome paf- 
fage relating to the name of the author. He has 
divided his work into ten royal habits, though there 
were but five that contained an accurate commen- 
tary upon another work. The firft tract is an ha- 
bit of purple, in which he treats of bleffings and 
prayers. The fecond is a white habit, which re- 
lates tofeafts and the fabbath. The third is a crown 
of gold, where he difcourfes of things lawful and 
forbidden. The fourth is a robe of fine linen and 
purple, in which he explains the ceremonies of mar- 
riage ; and the laft is the habit of the city of Sufan, 
which rejoiced in the profperity of the Jews. 

Ganz, the Jewifh hiftorian, was born at Prague, 
where he compofed his Stem of David, or his chro- 



one part of Bohemia, the Jews were accufed of be- j( nology from the creation till the year 1592 of the 
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Chriftian church. Wc mud not confound this 
work with another Stem of David wc have already 
fpoken of; for tlie one is a dictionary, and this a 
chronicle. The author gives it this title becaufe it 
was the firft of his works; for he pubiifhed after- 
wards the Buckler and Tower of David j one of 
which treats of arithmetic, and the other of geo- 
metry. Befides, as his hiftory difplays the mifery 
of the Jews, and the power of the Chriftians, he 
would hereby oblige his readers to remember the 
branch of David, and to pray for his manifeftation. 
There are three things peculiar in his work : I . That 
he begins with the. creation of the world, and af- 
cends to the firft temple and the patriarch j whereas 
the Jews generally begin with the epocha of the 
Greeks, a. Though he has often copied the rab- 
bies of his nation that preceded him, yet he hath 
been more exadt, and corrected their errors. 3. He 
has introduced into his fecond book feveral Chris- 
tian authors ; but he is not happy in his choice ; and 
as he departed from the cuftom of the Jewifh doc- 
tors, who flight foreign hiftorians, he oujrht at the 
fame time to have preferred more exadt authors, 
and men of a greater name. 

They built, at that time, at Prague, a fynagogue 
equal to thofe of Poland and Jerufalem : and as 
Mordechai Meufel had liberally contributed to this 
great edifice, as well as to the relief of the poor of 
Bohemia and Pofnania, Ganz calls him, " the Wall 
and Bafis of the School, the Head of liberal Souls, 
the Father of the Poor, the Oak of his People, and 
the L,ove of his Brethren and with this commen- 
dation he ends his chronicle. 

Srareofthe Thofe in Hungary were greatly diminifhed to- 
jews in wards the end of the 16th century, when the empe- 
hungary. ^ w Rodolphus laid a double tax on them, in order 

to oblige them to quit that country the fooner. He 
at length compelled them to pay a monthly fine of 
fifty denarii per head, which it was imagined rauft 
have ruined them quite : neverthelefs, a great num- 
ber of them made fhift to maintain themfelves in it, 
though a much greater was forced to feek their for- 
tune elfe where. 

Moravia had alfo its fynagogues. But the Jews 
fuffered a cruel perfecution here in the year 1574 ; for 
all the profeflbrs of their religion were fentenced to 
the flames ; and many were difpatched before com- 
plaints could be brought to the emperor Maximi- 
lian, who at length took compaflion on thefe poor 
wretches. They alfo fuffered greatly in Franconia ; 
for fonie houfes of the city of Bamberg being burnt, 
the Jews were accufed of fetting them on fire ; and 
at the fame time the people entered their houfes, 
plundered their goods, and indemnified themfelves 
at their coft. But, however, there was no one put 
to death. 

Some time after they had the fame misfortune at 
Bonn. Schenk, the Dutch general, and founder 
of the fort of his name, marching fecretly at the 
head of fome troops, had planted a petard at the 
gate of this city, and, by means of the noife which 
fome fwine in theneighbourhood made, approached 
the gate, blew it up, and made himfelf matter of 
the city for the Hollanders. He gave the plunder 
to his foldiers ; and the Jews complain that they 
were partially diftinguifhed in that pillage. How- 
ever, this mifery was common to them with the reft 
of the inhabitants ; but none were killed. 

The Jews were afterwards recompenfed for thefe 
misfortunes, fince at the end of the century, they 
obtained liberty to fettle in the duke of Brunf. 
wick's territories. The princes of this houfe had 
ever before been perfuaded that fuch an eftablifii- 
ment would be difadvantageous ; fo that the Jewifh 
merchants were not fo much as fuffered to crofs 
their lands; and when any one was taken, they plun- 
dered him with impunity. But their complaints 
being brought to Henry Julius, duke of Brunf- 
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which they did not traffic at the end of the fixtcenth 
century. The prefent age, however, fcems to be 
the moll happy sera they have enjoyed fince their 
difperfion. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Authority of the Jews in Poland. R. Solomon's converfion^ 
and theological works. Jews at Hamburgh. Favour- 
ed by Ferdinand HI. of Bohemia. Enmity between 
the thrift tans and Jews of Pr&gue. Jews ftripped of 
their privileges in Hungary. In high credit at 
Vienna. Banijbed. Recalled. Settled in other 
parts of the empire. Synagogues pulled down by the 

French. Numerous and difperj'ed at Frankfort. Learn- 
ed men. 

THERE is hardly any country in Europe where the Authority 
Jews enjoy greater liberty* and more invalua- ?[ 
ble privileges, than in Poland. They have their 
ftately fynagogues and academies ; and their court 
of judicature is endowed with Angular authority, 
fince it is allowed to determine in civil as well as re- 
ligious cafes. We are told they have had the Angu- 
lar privilege of coining money, becaufe fhekels have 
been found therewith an Hebrew infeription ; but as 
the tomb in which they are faid to have been found 
is rather fufpicious, we cannot ground upon it a pre- 
rogative ufually vefted in fovereigns alone. 

» » 

Poland is looked upon as a nurfery of learned rab- 
bies, and the country to which the Jews fend their 
youth to ftudy the Talmud, and the rites of their 
religion. In fpeaking of the preceding century, we 
mentioned fome rabbics who were an honour to their 
nation. This kingdom hath produced one man, 
who not only renounced Judaifm, but wrote and 
publifhed thirty-feven demonftrations againft it. 
His name was Solomon. He had been bound for one 
of his brethren, and committed to prifon, whence 
nothing could have redeemed him but his converfion 
to Chriftianity j fo that this circumftance, together 
with the affe&ed fwoln ftile in which he wrote, has 
afforded reafon to many for fufpedling his fincerity. 
However that be, he was an excellent cafuift, well 
verfed in theological matters, and an able altertor 
of the religion he profeffed. 

Hamburgh is called a Little Jerufalem. Thejews 
are obferved to have been more tradable in that filSbSjk 
city than elfe where ; for a great number of them 
were converted, in this century, by one Edzas, or 
Efdras, who made it his bufinefs to inftrudl and con- 
firm them in the Chriftian faith. A divine of that 
city once afferted, that if thofe inftru&ions were 
armed with fome violence, they would become more 
effectual. But the fenateiuppreffed his immoderate 
zeal, which tended only toleffen the number of their 
citizens, and had already caufed fome popular com- 
motions. 

The emperor Ferdinand III. granted them great Farwrcti 
privileges, becaufe, when the city of Prague wasbyFerdi- 
befieged by Carolus Guftavus, who was lately de- 
clared generaliflimo of the armies of Sweden andmU. 
Germany, they defended themfelves with a furpriz- 
ing fidelity and vigour. The city was already taken, 
and the garrifon called upon to capitulate ; but the 
conqueror having refufed honourable conditions, 
they fuftained many affaults with unfhaken fortitude. 
Thejews diftinguifhed themfelves in thefe aflaults, 
and defended their poft with a refolution that me- 
rited praifes and extraordinary privileges, 

^ Rabbi Chagim, or Joachim, deceived the Chrif- D au«- 
tians of this place by a piece of profound diffimu- 
lation. After committing a confiderable robbery, 
he embraced Chriftianity to wipe off the fcandal of 
his crime ; and compofed a very virulent book againft 
his ancient brethren. He went to Vienna, and in- 
troduced himfelf into the court of Ferdinand, who 



afforded him his protection. Some time after, per- 
ceiving his fortune on the decline^ with the help of 
two other Jews, as accomplices, he robbed the im- 
perial treafury. The criminals were quickly ap- 
that there were but few plaoes in all Germany in |j prehended, and condemned to death. Ferdinand 



wick, he not only granted the Jews liberty of con- 
ference in his territories, but gave them a place in 
the Lower Saxony, to carry on their commerce ; fo 
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frauds Auglcflrcrg (for this war. tltc name which 
the convert had taken in his baptifm) diflcrnblcd till 
he had loft all hopes of faving his life ; but upon the 
fc a If old declared that he never had been a Cliriftiaii, 
and that he lived and died a Jew. 

In the fame place was exhibited an inftance of their 
hatred for the Chriftians ; for one Lazarus, an inha- 
bitant of Prague, underftanding his Ion deli red bap- 
tifin, fell upon Iiim and killed him. He was com- 
mitted to prifon, where, animated by defpair, he 
ftransrled hiinfelf with the alliftance of another Jew, 
who was in the fame place. This latter was con- 
demned to be broke upon the wheel* 

It appears from various circumftances, that r.o 
confiderations have been capable of creating a tole- 
rable good underftanding between theChriftians of 
Prague and the Jews* On the contrary, they hate 
one another ; and as it muft be cdnfelled, the Jews 
haveoccationally been guilty of fuch enormoiisdeeds 
aitybc-as muft render them not only fufpectcd, but odious 
efnihe to t ] ie Chriftians, fo likewife it muft be granted, that 
Mm the Chriftians have fubjectcd them to conformity to 
fome practices that were incompatible with their 
profeflion, and of courfe productive of dangerous 
commotions. Nevertheless they are fo numerous 
in this country, as to fill, of themfelves, the third 
part of the city of Prague ; but they are poor and 
miferable, flock about ftrangers, and fubmit to the 
meaneft fervices to obtain a living. 

They had enjoyed in Hungary the privilege of 



ciplcs were maintained by the rich merchants of the 
place. But they have fincc been bansfhed from it, 
and muft buy the liberty of coming into it, at the 
price of a florin for every hour they itay in it. 

It would be tedious to enumerate all the cities 
where they (till fubfift without any confiderable 
change in their condition; we fhall therefore only 
attend to thofe that defcrve moft notice. 

A modern traveller reckons thirty thoufand Jews Jews na- 
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at Frankfort, where they are often plundered, and an ddif- 
reduced to the flavery of being water-carriers, to £ e * f «*» 
extinguifh the flames when any houfe is on fire- 
They paint the Jews in feveral places in all manner 
of ridiculous forms, to render them defpicable and 
odious, notwithftanding fome learned men have 
been produced among them. 

They had a famous cafuift at Spire, in the middle 
of the laft century, named from his birth-place, Na- 
than de Spira. He publiflied the Good of the Land, 
in which he celebrated the Hoiy Land. He com- 
pofed a volume of profundities, (Megillath Hamu- 
coth,) which is a commentary upon fome verfes of 
Deuteronomy, wherein he pretends to found the 
depths of myfteries, and refolve the difficulties he 
finds in them. 



men. 



But one of the moft famous doctors that Germany Learned 
produced in the laft century, waslfaac Loria, author 
of the Metaphyseal Introduction to the Jewifh Ca- 
bala. He was a native of Jerufalem ; and his ap- 
pellation of German was only given him on account 
of bis long abode in that country ; for he retired 
again into Paleftine, towards the latter end of 
his life, and was buried at Sapheta, in Upper Ga- 
lilee. 




farming the revenue, till Ferdinand II. took it from 
them b v an edict, notwithftanding which they found 
means to preferve the advantages of it, lince Ferdi- 
nand III. was afterwards obliged to deprive them 
of Jt by a* new edict, which condemned thofe to the 
lofs of their places, who admitted the Jews into any 
of them, alledging, as the caufe, 11 That they have 
neither confeienceor honefty, and are therefore un- 
worthy to enjoy the privileges of Hungary." 
However, they continued there ftill ; not only un- 
der the protection of the grand feignior in thofe 
parts under his dominions, but in thofe of the 
empire. 

About ten years after, they were in fuch credit in 
Vienna, that the rabbi Zachary obtained them li- 
berty to build a ftately fynagogue there, and to add 
an academy, to revive the ftudy of the feiences, 
which feemed extinct in this country. He had fet- 
tled a penfion for twenty-four perfons, who were to 
read the Talmud every hour, day and night. One 
relieved the other j fo that the fchool was always 
open, and never found without a doctor. But this 
building, however, was fcarce finifhed, when the 
emperor drove all the Jews from his capital, feized 
the fynagogue, and turned it into a church. They 
complain, that the fuperftitious emprefs, imagining 
the toleration the court gave the Jews occalioned 
her barrennefs, prefTed the emperor to banifh them ; 
but after the death of this princefs they were refto- 
red to Vienna. The emperor had a new fubject of 
of difcontent againft them in the Turkifli war, be- 
caufe they affifted the infidels to maintain the liege 
of Buda, and diftinguiflied themfelves by their va- 
lour. But this was in reality an act: of fidelity they 
owed their fovereign ; and though this rcfiftance 
rendered them odious, not only to the people of 
Germany, but Italy, where they rofe againft them, 
yet we cannot condemn them, lince they were then 
fubject to the Ottoman empire. Upon the whole, 
the emperor favours them at Vienna, admits them 
into affairs of ftate, and gives honourable titles to 
thofe who are employed, or purchafc them. The 
people, indeed, jealous of the riches they heap toge- 
ther, endeavour fometimes to {trip them by violent 
tumults and commotions. 

They are numerous and flourifhing in Servia, 
Croatia, Moldavia, Valachia, and in the rich cities 
of Germany. If they have been expelled Nurem- 
berg, they are fpreacl abroad in the country towns, 
and have their fynagogue at Ffurt, which is in the 
neighbourhood. 

In the city of Augfburg they had formerly a fy- 
nagogue and academy, and their doctors and dif- [[ was meditating defigns againft the ChriftiansY and 



C II A P. XXIV. 

State of the Jews in Holland. Their firfi fynagogue in 
Amflerdam. A fecoud lynagoguc. A divifionoccafio-ns 
a third to be built. Union of the three fynagogues. 
R. Menajfes^ his works. Accufations againft him. He 

to England. R. Zacuth, his character. R. A- 
thias, his works, ffaac riboab. Mufaphia* Com- 
mem on the Talmud. Spino/a's life. Orobio opponent 
of Spinofa. Other eminent rabbies. 

F all the ftates of Europe, according to one of Stnteof 
their writers, there is not one where the lews jiViSi i 

i* • i i •will * . . in Holland 

live more quietly than in Holland. They enrich 
themfelves by trade, and, through the lenity of the 
government, poflefs their acquilitions without fear. 
There are two forts of Jews in Holland; fome are 
Germans, and otherscome from Portugal and Spain. 
They are divided about fome ceremonies, and hate 
one another, as if the eflentials of religion Were con- 
cerned. But the real caufe of this extreme hatred 
between thefe two forts of Jews, if we may credit 
the Germans, is the diflimulation and remiflhefs of 
thofe of Portugal and Spain, who live in thofe coun- 
tries, and conform in all things with the popifh re- 
ligion, for the fake of enriching themfelves, and 
then retire to Holland, to enjoy, with more fafety, 
the fruits of their hypocrify . 

The Spanifh and Portuguefe Jews, who make settlement 
another part of this nation, retired into Holland to oflhe1 ^. 
avoid the cruelties of the inquilition. Strada accu- jewa! *" 
fes one of their leaders with having intrigued in the 
war of the Low Countries, and kindled the fire of 
enmity by promifing a potent fupply. His 
was Michez. He was a Spaniard born ; but the 
fear of punilhment had obliged him to feekfanctu- 
ary at Antwerp, where he grew into the knowledge 
and affection not only of the magiftrates of this 
city, but of Mary, queen of Hungary, who reigned 
at that time. Going from Antwerp to Venice, and 
from thence to Conftantinople, he wrote to the 
malecontents he knew, and to the Proteftants of 
Antwerp, intimating, <c that it was their beft way 
to adhere conftantly to the league they had made 
againft the Catholics, becaufe the grand feignior 
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hi a fliort time would To cnibarrafs king Philip, as 
not to give him Icifurc to think of the affairs of the 
Netherlands. 99 His letters were read in the fenate 
of Antwerp, and gave great encouragement to the 
allies; but JVHchez did not make good his promife. 
He followed his matter's views, who turned his arms 
againft the kingdom of Cyprus. It only appears 
that the Jews were more fecure in the Netherlands 
than in Spain, fince Michez fought a retreat there ; 
but it was but forty years after that the refugees of 
Spain and Portugal began to fettle in Holland. 
Their firft aflembly at Amfterdam occafioned fome 
jealoufy in the city, where all things were fufpected 
during the war, which continued with great vigour. 
They were taken for Roman Catholics, who fimt 
themfelves up, and concealed their images. They 
fay they were purfued into the place of their reli- 
gious worfhip ; but as they found nothing but He- 
brew books, and the law of Mofes, they laid no 
other condition on them, than to pray for the pro- 
fperity of the city, which they promifed to do ; and 
at the fame time they erected their firft fynagogue, 
which they called theHoufeof Ben Jacob, becaufe 
that was the name of a rich Jew by whom it was 
founded. 



Afecond They raifed another fynagogue, which they called 
fynagogue "Neve Schalom, that is, the Houfe of Peace. Thefe 

fynagogues conjointly laboured upon a collection 
of prayers, but they could not agree about it. The 
laft was headed by a famous rabbi, named Judah 
Vega, that came from Africa, which he left, and 
retired to Conftantinople, where he publiflied the 
hiftory of his nation down to the deftruction ofjeru- 
falem by Titus. Uziel, who fucceeded him, cen- 
fured the faults of his nation fo feverely, as to incur 

ccatu^i * ts ' iatre d« A third fynagogue was formed, in which 
a chin! to the fchifmatics aflembled under the conduct of Da- 
be busii. vid p ar do. It was ca Hed the Houfe of Ifracl. 

As is the inevitable effeft of all ecclefiaftical fe- 
parations, as well as civil wars, thefe diflentions 
were accompanied with feuds. The fynagogue of 
Union of Ben Jacob efpoufed the feparatifts. But the chifm 

the three J , P r . . , 1 . , r . _ 

fyncgoguescealed, after it had continued fomewhat about 

twenty years, and the three fynagogues united in 
one, to which they gave, as to many others, the 
title of TalmudThora, that is, the Study or Science 
of the Law. 

They have been careful to found fchools as well 
as fynagogues, one whereof is called the Crown of 
the Law, and has been governed by learned men. 
But that which moft difplays the profperity of this 
nation, is the great and (lately edifice they confe- 
crated in the year 1675, which has been fo defervedly 
admired by all judges of architecture, and fo much 
celebrated by their own preachers, that there has 
been a collection printed of the fermons delivered 
on that occafion. 

Thefe preachers are not perhaps the only men that 
have done honour to the fynagogue. Jt has had alfo 
many poets in the laft century, and has produced 
celebrated doctors. 

Hifwor£* R# Menafles was one of the moft learned and able 
10 s. t i leo ] 0 gjft s t j iat j ias appeared among the Jews for 

many ages. He was of Spanifh origin, of the fami- 
ly of the Abravanels. At eighteen years of age he 
was chofen at Amfterdam to explain the Talmud, in 
which employ lie acquired a reputation which drew 
upon him the jealoufy and enmity of the rabbies ; 
but he defpifed their calumnies, and continued his 
application to ftudy. He was not eight and twen- 
ty when he publiflied the lft part of his Conciliator 
on the Pentateuch, wherein he endeavoured to 
reconcile the feeming contradictions of Scripture, 
by the explications of ancient and modern doctors, 
and his own conjectures. This work, which he fin- 
idled afterwards, gained himuniverfal reputation; 
and, indeed, no rabbi has written upon this fubje<t 
withfuch folid erudition. He compofed fome time 
after, his problems upon the creation. He alfo 
wrote a trcatife on the refurre<tion, in which he 
undertook to prove the immortality of the foul, 
and its operations, not only whilft united to the 
body, but after its feparation. Ashe washead of 



I the fynagogue at Amfterdam, he wag obliged to 
1 ftudy the rites and laws, fo that he wrote two tracts 
upon them; one of which was an abridgment of the 
Mifnah, with this title, " The Trcafurc of Judge- 
ment." The other particularly related to qucftions 
concerning marriage, the condition of children, 
and the divifion of eftates. He alfo wrote a defence 
of the Babylonian Talmud ; and compofed a trea- 
tife concerning the Science of the Talmudifts, and 
of Rabbinical Philofophy. He tranflated Phocy- 
lides into Spanifh verfe 5 made queen Chriftina's 
panegyric, and a prayer for the prince of Orange. 
He alfo formed a delign of writing the hiftory of his 
nation, from Jofephus to his own time. It feems 
that he began this work, but could not finifli it. 
Another author formed the fame defign after- 
wards. 

Bartolocci accufed him of having taken the ad-Accu^ 
vantage of the civil wars in England, to prevail Jf^ 0 * 
upon Oliver Cromwell to permit the Jews to fettle 
there. On the other hand, a Jewiflihiftorian affirms, 
that Cromwell and his parliament invited him over 
to treat about that affair. But, without entering 
farther into the matter of fa<t, it appears natural 
for him to endeavour to procure fuch an advanta- 
geous fettlement to his nation as that of England. 
However, whether invited or not, it is plain he Hecoma 
came over to England with that defign, and was |° n jj^' 
well received by Cromwell and the parliament, as 
was his Apology for the Jews, in which he exploded 
all the calumnies raifed againft hisna'tion, and plead- 
ed their caufe fo well, that, if we may believe fome 
authors of thofe times, he obtained a much better 
fettlement, and greater privileges, for them, than 
ever they had enjoyed before in England. 

Bartolocci charges him with other frivolous mat- 
ters, which he reprefents crimes ; fuch as his taking 
part with the remonftrants, in order to obtain their 
friendfhip and protection, and printing his works 
without the approbation of the Chriftian divines 
but he has been fufficiently cleared from thefe im- 
putations. He died at Amfterdam, in the year 165a, 
and left a fon, who inherited his prefs, and employ- 
ed it in printing fome of his father's works. 

Menafles had a panegyrift and friend in a famous 
phylician, called Zacuth, who was born at Lifbon 
in the year 1575. His parents, who diflembled their 
Judaifm, and made outward profeffion of popery, 
fent him to ftudy at Salamanca and Conimbra. 
From thence he returned and fettled t \n his native 
place, where he was much efteemed, becaufe he was 
very charitable to his poor patients, and performed r tZxa ± 
confiderable cures at court. He wrote many books, Hijcha - 
and amongft others an Hiftory of the Principal Phy- Sidtu 
ficians, which he dedicated to a canon of the cathe- 
dral of Lifbon, and relidentiary in that metropolis. 
After having diflembled thirty years, hq retired to 
Amfterdam, where he was circumcifed, and died a 
Jew, leaving leveral works unfinifhed, which he de- 



figned to print. Thofe he publiflied were of the 

pbyfical kind. 

Athias, a native of Spain, taught at firft at Ham- 
burg ; but hz came from thence to Amfterdam. 
He printed a bible, which was greatly efteemed. Atbiai. 
Mr. Vandcr Hoogt has given a new edition of this fj^** 
bible, much more exact. The preface of this learn- 
ed man explains his defign and manner of executing 
it. 

Athias's Treafure of Precepts and Judgments was 
printed firft at Venice, with the. approbation of all 
the fages of that country. The author thought him- 
felf obliged to treat on this fubject, becaufe the moft 
ufeful of all books are thofe that teach the fear of 
God. The preceding doctors had compofed many 
of them, but the Spanifh difperfion had deftroyed 
great part of thefe works. Befides, thefe ancient 
writers compofed them in Arabic, which was then 
better underftood. He proves that this treatife was 
neceflary, becaufe the law without a commentary, 
is a torch without light ; and to rcndc.r it more 
ufeful, he joined tradition to the law, and practical 
rules of fpeculative truths. He explains alfo the 
knowledge of thofe rites which are not at prefent in 
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tifc; that the Jews, who know them, being con- If dam, was circumcifcd, and made open profeffiori 
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vinced of their excellency, many ardently defirc 
their red oration. The commentary upon each 
precept is fhort, and well adapted to explain the 
Jewifh laws. 

Ifaac Aboab, who came from Brafil, was not only 
a reputable preacher, but a great cafuUt. He tran- 
flated a work, called Irira's Gate of Heaven, from 
Spanifh into Hebrew, from whofe veriion it has 
{luce been rendered into Latin. He publifhed a 
paraphrafe upon the Pentateuch, and fungMofes's 
Triumph in heroic verfe. 

Mufaphia was another learned man, who com- 
mented on the Jcrufalcm Talmud. He ftudied a 
fubjeft that was ftill more obfeure and intricate, as 
he undertook to explain the flux and reflux of the 
fea. He was fo perfeftly a maftcr of the Hebrew 
tongue, that he compofed a dictionary, in which he 
took a more eafy method than had been hitherto 
adopted. 

■ 

We ought not to forget Spinofa, who made him- 
felf famous by the Angularity of his tenets. He was 
born at Amftcrdam in 163a. His parents were Por- 
tuguefe Jews, in good circumftances ; but he re- 
ceived nothing but a bed from his father's poflef- 
fions, and always lived in poverty. He did not 
afpire to follow the law, and imitate the rabbies, 
but learnt the trade of polifbing glaffes, and making 
fpectacles. He compared himfelf to a ferpent that 
bites his tail, becaufe lie had nothing left at the 
year's end, though he lived upon milk and gruel. 
He had learnt Latin of Vanden Ende, who taught 
then at Amfterdam; and who, retiring to Rikpus, 
embarked in the Chevalier de Rohan's confpiracy, 
and was executed. It is pretendedit was this pedant 
that fowed the firft feeds of atheifm in Spinofa's 
mind. But it was Defcartes's philofophy which 
gave him a diflike to the principles of the rabbies. 
He did not find in their writings thofe evident truths 
built upondemonftrations, which Dcfcartes recom- 
mends to his difciples. When he was perceived to 
negledfc the fabbath and fynagogue, they attempt- 
ed, in vain, to retain him by a pen lion of athoufand 
livres. By this rcfufal he incurred fo violent an 
hatred, that it was refolved-to ftab him. As he 
came from the old Portuguefe fynagogue of Am- 
fterdam, he faw a man with a dagger in his hand, 
and endeavoured to fhun him ; and, indeed, the 
blow only reached his coat, which he kept in me- 
mory of this event. Not thinking himfelf fafe in 
his native country, where the Jews were numerous 
and potent, he fought a retreat near Leyden, and 
afterwards at the Hague. He had the great excom- 
munication thundered againft him ; but he proteft- 
ed againft this fentence given in his abfence, and 
lignified his proteftation by a writing in Spanifh, 
addrefled to the rabbies in the fynagogue. He pub- 
lifhed firft a geometrical demonftration of Defcar- 
tes's Principles ; afterwards his Meditations } and at 
laft produced the Trattatus Theologico Politicus, 
in which he formed a new fyftem, that makes hihi 
much efteemed by thofe who are called Freethinkers 
in Holland, Germany, and France, from whom he 
received feveral invitations, and large encourage- 
ments ; but he refufed them all, and died at the 
Hague in 1677, aged forty-four years. He left be- 
hind him a feft that has efpoufed his principles. We 
cannot tell whether it be numerous, lince it is con- 
ftituted of perfons difperfed in different places, who 
form 110 body or fociety. 

As Spinofa had many followers and difciples, fo 
alfo had he many oppofers of his own nation, parti- 
cularly the learned Balthazar Orobio, a Spaniard by 
birth, and a phyfician by profeflion. • His parents, 
who profefled the Roman religion, taught him be- 
times to difTemble like themfelves. He ftudied phi- 
lofophy , and became metaphyseal reader in the uni- 
verfity of Salamanca, being a lover of this fcience, 
which was then much cultivated. He afterwards 
became a phyfician at Seville, where he was feized 
by the inquifition, becaufe he did not fufficiently 
conceal his religion to remove all fufpicion. At 
length, tired with diffembling, he came to Amftcr- 
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He pra&ifed phylic there with great 
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lcnopmola s book appeared, 
he at firft defpifed it on account of its author ; but 
when lie received Brcdenburgh's anfwer to it, in 
which that author agreed with Spinofa in two dan- 
gerous positions, he feemed to hefitate about them. 
Orobio undertook to confute them both, and in the 
execution of this talk proved himfelf anablemeta- 
phylician. 

* 

There have been eminent rabbies in other cities. Other 
David Cohen deLara, Hoziel's difciplc, is compared ^bfc?* 
to Hercules, the conqueror of mon iters. He com- 
pofed the City of David, in which he proVes the 
analogy of the Hebrew with the Greek, and many 
other languages. He wrote alfo the Crown of the 
Priefthood, which is a dictionary much larger thai! 
Nathan's, fince he has added two thoufand words to 
it. He tranflated the Beginning of Wifdom out of 
Hebrew into Spanifh, a title, borrowed from thefe 
words of Solomon, "The Fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of Wifdom." Bartoloccihasnot mentioned 
this laft work; but yet it is evidently his, fince a 
Spanifh poet\ who has written his encomium, and 
muft have known him, attributes it to him. 

■ 

The laft we fhall mention is Juda Leon, fo well 
known for his defcription of Solomon's temple, 
which fine piece he compofed at Middleburgh. 
The Spaniards claim his birth, becaufe he was ori- 
ginally of that country ; but he left it in purfuit of 
a liberty which he wanted in his native foil. That 
he might have a clearer idea of the temple of Jerti- 
falem> he built one of wood, upon the plans he had 
drawn from feveral authors of his nation. He after- 
wards formed the defcription of his edifice, which 
he publifhed firft in French, and printed at Amfter- 
dam. Helikewife enlarged this work, and tranfla- 
ted it into Hebrew. The learned admired fo exa£t 
a picture of this ancient edifice ; and the duke of 
Brunfwick ordered it to be tranflated into Latin, 
that he might judge of it himfelf. Juda added to 
this firft work, a Defcription of the Tabernacle, a 
Treatife on Chertibims, and an Explication of the 
Pfalms. He undertook alfo to expound all the me- 
taphorical paflages of the Talmud. He fays him- 
felf, that this work coft him a great deal of labour 
and pains. He wrote a narrative of fome conferences 
he had maintained againft fome Chriftian.dodtors. 
But thefe two laft tracts were never printed ; nor 
that of the Manner of offering the Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice. 

The Jews are no lefs numerous and flourifhing at j CW spow- 
the Hague, where they have alfo a noble fynagogue, erful 3nd 
and where thofe who are become wealthy feek a tfcHa'ue!'' 
peaceable and delightful retirement. Here they 
enj oy the grcateft profperity , li ve in the greateft lux- 
ury, and in the mo ft fumptuous edifices. Yctfuch 
is their happinefs under that government, that they 
enjoy their wealth and grandeur without raifing the 
jealoufy, zeal, and envy of the populace j whilli the 
reft carry on a confiderable traffic both at home and 
abroad, without being liable to thofe heavy impo- 
fitions, vexations, profecutions, prefcriptions, and 
other difafters, under which we have feen them 
groan in other parts of Europe. 

s 

In England they are allowed full liberty of their 
religion, a full freedom of trade, and the quiet en- 
joyment of their property. They are like thofe of 
Holland, commonly diftinguiflied into German and 
Portuguefe, or more properly into northern and 
fouthern , and have each their refpedtive fy nagogues, 
chiefs, fchools, &c. but no academy; fo that they 
are obliged to fend their youth to be educated in 
Germany, or at Amfterdam. The former are by 
far the more indigent, as well as zealous for their 
religion, and careful to inftruct their meaneft chil- 
dren in it; whereas the latter, being rich, and fome of 
them opulent, are more remifsinall thefe refpecfts, 
infomuch that many of them cannot fo much asim- 
derftand the liturgy of their fynagogues, but have 
it tranflated into Portuguefe. The charadcr of the 
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lower rank, efpccially fucli as deal in the peddling 
mercantile way, is but indifferent. 



Ifraelites left Aflyria, to pnfs into the Holy L*nd> 



tlicydid not crofs the Nile, nor any river of Egypt 
or Ethiopia, as it was promifed they fhould at the 
general redemption : or the waters of the Nile and 
Euphrates fhall be divided to leave a free paflageto 
the tribes, like the waters of the Red Sea, when 
Ifrael came out of Egypt. \ 

Hence he concludes, that Ifaiah intimates the 
general return of the nation, and the different 
Alva- || places it fhall come from. The prophet fpeaks, 

I. tc Of Aflyria and Egypt, becaufe in thefe two 
" provinces the twelve tribes fhall be re-united. 



CHAP. XXV. 



refent /late of the Jews in all parts of the world. 
R. LuzatVs account of them. That of R. Menatfcs. 
A Jewifl) infeription at one of the Azores. ■ Ten tribes, 
where. TVhcther the ten tribes are in China, 
rez's account of them. Prefent flate of the Je 
eajl. In the Ottoman empire. Divifton of 



into two parts. Gn 
againft the Protefi 

themfclves. 



freedom 



j 



Complaints 



E have now brought the hiftory of the eaftern 
and weftern Jews down to the clofe of the 
17th century. It remains only that we give our 
toeof the readers an account of their prefent ftate in all parts 
'art! of the °^ t ' le w °rld. Several eminent writers, both of their 
woria. nation, and among the Chriftians, have endeavoured 

to afcertain their number, among whom we fhall 
only felecffc fome few, who feem to have been the 
moll fuccefsful in their enquiries* 

/ 

r. Lu:r»ti*s R,. Simon Lufcati, who taught at Venice, owns 
them. nC ° f it to be very difficult to give an exacft account of 

the Jews at prefent, difperfed into fo many places. 
" We cannot (fayshe) give any certain intelligence 
of the ten tribes Salmanazar carried away ; nor 
is it known where they are, though the whole 
world be fufficiently known. To begin with the 
eaft. We know there are abundance of Jews in 
the kingdom of Perfia, though they have but 
little liberty. The Turkifh empire is their chief 
retreat ; not only becaufe they have been fettled 
there along time, but becaufe many of thofe ba- 
niflied out of Spain retired thither. There are 
more of them at Conftantinoplc and Salonichi 
than in any other place. They reckon above 
fourfcore thoufand in thefe two cities ; and above 
a million in the empire of the grand feignior. A 
great number of pilgrims come from all corners 
of the world to Jerufalem ; and considerable fums 
are fent there for the benefit of the poor, and to 
keep up the academies. There are many of them 
in the dominions of the emperor of Germany ; 
but they are more numerous in Poland, Lithu- 

and Ruflia. Here} we have academies and 
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difciples in great numbers, who ftudy our civil 
and canon laws, becaufe we are allowed the pri- 
vilege of judging in all civil and criminal cafes 
which happen in the nation. There are not fo 
many Jews in the Proteftant ftates which feparate 
from the Roman church ; yet they treat them 
with great charity and indulgence in the Low 
Countries, particularly at Rotterdam, Amfter- 
dam, and Hamburgh, becaufe thefe merchandiz- 
ing cities are open to foreigners. All the Italian 
princes receive the Jews, countenance, protetSl 
them, and inviolably maintain their privileges 
without alteration ; and I believe there are not 
lefs than twenty-five thoufand in this country. 
Fez and Morocco, and the other neighbouring 
cities, which are not fubjecfl to the Turks, con- 
tain greater numbers, becaufe they are not re- 
mote from Spain or Portugal, from whence they 
may retire thither. There are other places upon 
the coaft of Africa which are alfo peopled with 
Jews ; but as we know but little of them, it is hard 
to fix their number Thus this Italian rabbi, 
who not only fince taught at Venice, defcribed the 
ftate of his nation ; to which let us add the account 
which Menafles has left us. 

Menaffes obferves, that this oracle cannot be ap- 
plied to the return from the Babylonifli captivity, 
becaufe God did not then recall all the difperfed 
tribes, nor all the Ifraelites that were fcattered 
among the nations. The deliverance promifed is 
called the fecond, becaufe that general one from 
Egypt was before it ; whereas the return from Ba- 
bylon only refpecfted two tribes ; and when the 
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a. He mentions Pathros, by which we muft not 
" underftand either Pelufium or Petra, but the Par- 
thiahs lying near the Cafpian Sea, where many 
docftors place the river Sabbalion, beyond which 
dwell a great number of Jews. 3. Cufli is Ethi- 
opia. And in reality, there are many tribes in 
Abyflinia. . 4. Elam is a province of Perfia, on 
the other fide of the Euphrates, where we find 
hideous deferts, not inhabited, in which one 
part of the nation is concealed. 5. Shinar is 
" another province near Babylon ; for Mofes has 
" fituated Babel in the land of Shinar ; and Daniel 
relates, that Nebuchadnezzar carried the veflels 

6. The 
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of the temple into the land of Shinar. 
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fcripturfc fpeaks often of Hamath ; and the Chal- 
dee paraphraft, who is followed by many inter- 
preters, affirms, that this is Antioch. They rec- 
<c kon twelve cities of this name, which have been 
built in divers places by different princes; but 
this is the city of Antioch in Afia, in Tartary. 
7« The Septuagint interpreters have tranflated 
the word Hamath by the eaft, and they had rea- 
fon for it, becaufe Hamath is, perhaps, the fame 
thing with Hamah, the fun, or the eaft. So that 
the prophet fpeaks there of the Jews, who are, at 
prefent, difperfed in the Eaft of the Holy Land, 
<c that is, in Great Afia, the Eaft-Indies, and China. 
8. Ifaiah declares, that the Ifraelites fhall come 
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from the iflcs of the fea, for fo many interpreters 
u have tranflated it. But it ought to be tranflated 
the ifles of the weft ; becaufe, in all the places 
C€ where the fcripture fpeaks of the four parts of 
" the world, it means the weft, by the word yam ; 
" and the prophet, under this expreffion, includes 
tc all that are towards the fun-fetting, weftward of 
the Holy Land > that is, the Jews who, at prefent, 
people a certain part of America. 
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" Laftly, the prophet affirms, that God fhall bring 
back the out-cafts of Ifrael ; and he ufes a word 
which fignifies jeparated (excommunicated) be- 
caufe, in reality, the ten tribes, feparated from 
the reft, not only inhabit places very remote from 
the Holy Land, but are concealed in the extre- 
mities of the earth, and in the provinces peopled 
by the Gentile3 ; but for the Jews they are difper- 
fed, and God fhall gather them together from the 
four corners of the earth. Becaufe, indeed, the 
tribe of Judah is difperfed in different places, and 
it has fynagogues in America, it fhall return from 
all the corners of the earth ; but there fhall be 
no divifion or jealoufy betwixt thefe two parts 
of the nation, betwixt Ephraim and Judah, as 
fays the prophet Ezekiel. There fhall be but 
one king, and they fhall be no more two na- 
tions ; neither fhall they be divided into two 
kingdoms." 



We pretend not to reconcile thefe two rabbies, 
nor to follow them ftep by ftep : yet the general 
account they give us of the prefent condition of 
the Jews deferves to be confidered. They do 
not agree about the fate of the ten tribes ; for 
one fays, they have been deftroyed long ago : and 
the other maintains, that they are concealed in 
America, and in feveral places where Divine Pro- 
vidence has conveyed, and miraculoufly preferves 
them, till they appear again at the general deliver- 
ance, when they (hall come from all places they in- 
habit, and rendezvous in Aflyria and Egypt, from 
whence they fhall all fly to Jerufalem like birds to 
their ncfts. 
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naflcs fujiports his opinion upon (lie people of 
America's being unknown, and not appearing to 
have any communication with the reft of the inhabi- 
tants. The Spaniards affirm, that, when they came 
into Peru, they found there a ftatcly edifice, dedi- 
cated to the Creator of the Univcrfc ; fothat as the 
Indians were idolaters, and as yet had no knowledge 
of iron tools ufed in building houfes, this ftru&ure 
muft be confidercd as a fynagogue erc&cd by the 
Jews. The Indians alfo approved this conjecture, 
fince their tradition fignified, that this palace had 
been built by a bearded nation, more ancient than 
the Inchas. 



the fynagogue, which his brother cxercifed, becaufe 
he underftood the language ; but he repeated the 
hiftorical parts of the Old Tcftamcnt, particularly 
thofc of Abraham, Judith, and Either* He added, 
that there were, in the capital of the province of 
Chequiam, many fynagogues, and Ifraelitifli fami- 
lies ; for they gave themfelves that name, becaufe, 
being the porterity of the ten tribes, they knew not 
that of the Jews, 

Alvarez, who had lived in China a confiderablc Alvarez** 
time, aflirms, that they had been fettled there above € ^ c t ° h " n ^ 
600 years, and had obtained fevcral privileges on ° 1 cm * 



hi***} 



t> -X* rr vi t .. • c • *• c~ 1 account of their fervices and fidelity to kins* Hun ; 
R. MenafTeslikewife quotes an infcription found - w ^ _ Mf „„^^ c :„ J 



*ffS in the ifland of St. Michael, one of the Azores, men- 



thcAiorci tioned by Gcnebrard, which, though fbmewhat dif- 
ficult to be decyphered, unlefs it be by a tranfpofi- 
tion of letters, yet, by the character and words, ap- 
pears plainly enough to have been made by fome 
Jews who arrived in this ifland. 

It appears to us that the ten tribes fubfift ftill in 
the eaft, and in mo ft of the places where Salmanaflar 
carried them* We have already obferved, that Sal- 
manaflar had placed them upon the banks of the 
Chaboras, which falls into the Euphrates, which is 
the fame river the Greeks call Abboras. 



fays, 



Procopius- 



Indeed', Julian's army 

Strabo fays, 



it was a* great river 
pa fled over it upon a bridge of boats, 
it run near Anthemufia, which- fome have thought a 
city, and others a province depending on the Per- 
fians ; becaufe Ammianus Marcellinus places a ci- 
tadel, called Batne, in it. This river emptied itfelf 
into the Euphrates ; and at its mouth ftood Carche- 
mis, fince called Cercufium. On the weft was Pto- 
lemy's Chalcius, and the city of Carra. Gn 4 the eaft 
was the province of Ganzatr, betwixt the two rivers 
Chaboras and Saocoras. This was the firft fituation 
of the tribes. But they fpread into the neighbour- 
ing provinces, and upon the banks of the Euphrates. 

T to e rib " > ^ tcn rr ^ es vve f e in being in this country 

when Jerufaletn was deftroyed, fince they came in 

multitudes to bring their oblations to the temple. 
They fubfifted there from that time to the eleventh 
centurj T of the Chriftian church, fince they had their 
chiefs of the captivity, and mod flourifliing acade- 
mies. Though they were confiderably weakened 
by perfecutions, yet travellers of that nation dis- 
covered many of their brethren and fynagogues 
in the twelfth and fourteenth centuries. No new 
colony has been fent into the eaft, nor have thofe 
that were there been driven out. At this day a 
great number of Jews are to be found in Perfia. 
We have alfo deduced our hiftory from age to age, 
without obferving any other change than what was 
caufed by the different revolutions of that empire, 
the various tempers of the governors, or the inevi- 
table decay of a nation which only fubfifts b}' tolera- 
tion. We have therefore reafon to conclude, that 
the ten tribes are ftill in the eaft, and that they are 
neither deftroyed, or gone from thence into fome 
remote quarter of the world. They arc fo blended 
one tribe with another, that they cannot now poffi- 
bly be diftinguifhed ; and it could hardly, without a 



that they were Very numerous in fome provinces, 
and had fynagogues inmoft of their great cities, but 
more efpccialiy in that of Honan, and in Kaitong- 
fu, where they have a repofitory for the facrect 
volume, adorned with rich curtains, and in which 
they preferve an ancient bible in Hebrew cliaradters.' 
Thefe Jews, however, we are told, know nothing 
of Hebrew, and only mention the names of Abraham,* 
Ifaac, and David ; are very ignorant, and rem Us in 
their law, even to the negleSirig of circumcifion, 
becaufe the Chinefc upbraid them with the cruelty 
of performing the ceremony upon innocent babes. 

1 

We are ftill more at a lofs what to think of a letter 
which the Jews of Cochin are faid to have fent fome 
time ago to the fynagogue of Amfterdam, import- 
ing, 6i That they withdrew into the Indies at the 
44 time that the Romans conquered the Holy Land. 
They affirm, they have had feventy-two kings 
there, fucceeding one another for a thoufand 
years ; and that then a divifion arifing through 
the jealoufy of two brothers, who difputed the 
crown, t ; he neighbouring princes fubdued them. 
From that time they continued fubjedl to the In- 
dian kings. However, they had given fo many 
teftimonies of their loyalty to thefe princes, that 
Samuel Caftoel, who died in 1640, was governor 
of Cochin, and left his government to a man of 
the fame nation and religion with himfelf." But 
this fucceftion of feventy-two kings, founded upon 
the retreat of the Jews to Cochin in Titus's time, 
feems only an invention to fupport the dignity of 
the nation. They refer us to remote times and un- 
known hiftories, becaufe there is nothing to be found 
iii their prefent worth our admiration. 

All that we can infer from thefe various accounts prefent 
is, that there are now fome Jews difperfed in the fta ' c ?tihe 
Eaft-Indies. There are fome of them at Cochin, £ft. Smthc 
Gora, Malabar, in China, and even in the ifles of 
America ; but they are not the ten tribes that pafTed 
into thefe countries. They are merchants, drawn 
thither by commerce from all the families of the 
difperfion, which can only be diftinguifhed by an 
uncertain, not to fay entirely falfe, tradition. Be- 
fides, there is no place where the nation have kings, 
and a fupreme government. They live in the eaft, 
and in America, as in Europe, under the dominion 
of Chriftian or Infidel princes. In fine, if we would 
feek out the remains of the ten tribes, we muft do it 



cc 

(C 

U 
CC 
CC 

cc 
cc 

CC 



miracle, have happened otherwife during fo long only on the banks of the Euphrates, in Perfia, and 



Wether 

the ten 

tribes are 
» China. 



a feries of ages, and fuch viciflitudes as they have 
undergone. 

It is therefore reafonable to conclude, that the 
ten tribes are at prefent difperfed in Perfia, and all 
the eaft ; and that thofe in America conftitute no 
body ; fo far are they from having kings, and pof- 
fefling a great extent of land unknown to the moil 
exploring travellers. 

Several authors, both Jews and Chriftians, have 

likewife affirmed, that the ten tribes were ftill pre- 

ferved in China. One of the former tells us that 

there was a fynagogue at Pekin, which had coft 

them 10,000 crowns to repair*. He aflerted, that 

they had been fettled in this province above five 

hundred years, and that they religioufly preferved 

one of the five books of Mofes, which he called 

Sephfrr Thora. He could not read Hebrew, having 

negletftcd the ftudy of it in his youth ; fo that he 

was excluded from the offices and government-of 
No. 53. 



• the neighbouring provinces, as we have fufficiently 
proved. 

In Turkey, Fez, Barbary, arid Egypt, indeed, they 
are fomewhat more toleraited, and fometimes ad- 
mitted into public functions, eifpecially in Egypt. 
The Ottoman princes even fend them upon fome intheOt- 
embaflies<in which they value themfelves on making wmaaea* 
a figure for the credit of their nation ; and their p ' rc< 
flourifliing condition under that government makes 
them fo numerous, that they are reckoned to amount 
to a million ; fo that, upon the whole, we may allow 
them to be about one million, three hundred thou- 
fand, difperfed over the eaft. 

The Jewifli writers divide the weft between two Divifion of 
fovereigns, or rather between two prevailing rcli-f hc wcft 
gions, the Proteftants and the Roman Catholics. p™?i. tw * 
1. They highly praife the popes ; for popifh Rome 
(fay they) has always protetfted them, fince its 

3 G 



CONTINUATION ov tiic HISTORY op rut JKW3- 



generals Titus, took Jcrtifulcm* He was not general 
of papiftbiitof Ileal hen Home* lint the pope* fomc- 
times have perfectited inftcad of protecting them. 
Nevertheless, they have great realon to glory in the 
papal protection ; for the good they have received 
from it by far outweighs the evils. If the pope ho- 
nours the Jews with his protection, the kings under 
his obedience treat them in an harfh and barbarous 
manner. The Spanifh and Portugucfc iuquifitions 
reduced them to the dilemma of being either hypo- 
crites, or fubmitting to the flames. 

The number of difTemblers is very confidcrable ; 
and it ought not to be inferred that there are no 
Jews in Spain or Portugal, becaufe they are not 
known ; they are fo much the more dangerous, for 
not only being very numerous, but confounded with 
eccleliaftics, and entering into eccicfiaftical digni- 
ties. They are tolerated no where but at Metz, 
where the number of difTemblers is not fo great : but 
there are fome of them in trading towns, and they 
have a fandhiary in the cities of the empire- Poland 
and Lithuania are a far more fafe retreat for them, 
and here they arc mod flauriflung. 

Complaint Their writers complain often of the Proteftants, 
?»™V'*, c 'l c as not having: fufficient humanity. However, they 
obviated, find not among them the barbarous court or mquiii- 

tion. They live peaceably in many cities where the 
reformation is eftabliflied ; and Holland, of all places 
in the world, is that where they make the greateft 
figure. 

It malt beconfefled that they areexceflive proud 
of their origin, and think it injurious to be fufpe di- 
ed cither of bafenefs or treachery. On thefe ac- 
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ra phi ui from other nations* The Jews' inclination 
for flatties, and fculiMc objedts of religion, was fo 
violent, that it could not be repreffed hot by conti- 
nual and lingular chaftifemcnts. It is, indeed, the 
general inclination of mankind ; for. upon examina- 
tion, you will find that almolt all religious had their 
facrifices or idols, and commonly both. However, 
the Jews have neither facrificcs or teraphim, tho* 
they are paflionatcly fond both of the one and the 
other. They can no longer facrifice at Jerufalcm ; 
and they never fall into idolatry, though they are 
encompafled with idolatrous nations. 4* They are 
to remain in this condition many days ; that is to 
fay, a long time. Indeed, feventccn centuries have 
already pafled fincc they have been without king or 
governor, without image or facrifice. They are not 
without God, but without the worfhipthey are obli- 
ged to pay him ; for they have neither facrifice or 
ephod. 5. The laft circumftance is very remark- 
able ; for Hofea declares, they fliall feek David their 
king. David has been long fincc dead, and his pos- 
terity is fo extinA or confounded, that even the 
Jews cannot dittinguifh it. David, therefore, who 
ihall be their king, can be no other than the deli- 
verer promifed by the prophets, and the Mefliah, 
to whom they fliall return. But fince the time of 
his coming is paft, and the prophet effectively 
fpeaks of a king who exifted before they fought for 
him, we have reafon to believe that the Jews, by 
returning to God, fliall acknowledge this David, 
this anointed of the Lord, this Mefliah whom he 
hath fent. 

St. Paul hath alfo foretold that all Ifrael fliall be MfobySt. 
faved, and that the deliverer Ihall come out ofZion. Paal - 



counts they highly refent every reftraint that is laid P^hapsit fliould be tranflated Zion ; for this bet- 
on them, and are uneafy and impatient under their l ? r ^ re t es with the apoftle s idea, who affirms, that 
prefent irate or lervitude and lubjection to other 
nations, whom they look upon as their inferiors, in 
point of antiquity, religion, and national pre-emi- 



nence. 



the Goel, the Deliverer, by way of excellence, fliall 
addrefs himfelf to the Jcwifh nation : that is what 

Zachary fays, " Rejoice, O daughter of Zion, be- 
Moreover, it 
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E have now finiflied the hiflory of the Jews, 
. , and fcen this nation, difperfed into all parts 
of the world, preferve itfelf in being, though defti- 
tute of all the ordinary bonds and ties of fociety. 
We find among them neither prince or high-prieft, 
who might re-unite his fubjedls and people by an 
authority duly refpedted. Indeed, the prophet Ho- 
fea has foretold, that " the children of Ifrael fliall 
(t abide many days without a king, and without a 
<c prince, and without a facrifice, and without an 
image, and without an ephod, and without tera- 
phim : afterward fliall the children of Ifrael re- 
turn, and feek the Lord their God, and David 

By this the prophet defigns to re- 
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prefent the remarkable ftate of the nation. 
Ihall have no king or prince. Sovereign authority 
is the foundation of ftates ; it is impoflible to fubfiit 
without a centre of union, and a government that 
checks the infolence of the people, and puniflies 
their crimes. The Jews preferred monarchical go- 
vernment before the liberty they enjoyed under 
their judges. At prefent they have neither king 
or governor. A Ik them where are the kings of the 
nation, or the judges, thofe deliverers and leaders 
that God fent them iuftead of kings, they cannot 
produce one. 1. The facrifices made up the molt 
eflential part of their religion ; and the ephod, com- 
pofed of precious (tones, in which was the Urim and 
Thummin, ennobled the high prieft that wore it. 
The facrifices and the prieft have been abolifhcd 
for above feventeen hundred years. 3. It was na- 
tural for tliis people, who had loft all that was ex- 
terior in its religion, to borrow the images and te- 



ll old thy king cometh unto thee, 
was upon this hope of Cod's recalling his people, 
that the fathers, and many divines, have maintain- 
ed, that they were to be more kindly treated than 
the reft of the erroneous. 

Many attempts have been made to accomplifli 
this great work, and thofe who have laboured in it 
have fometimes brought over confidcrable num- 
bers; but thefe converlions have ever been iufpedt- 
ed. In the beginning of thefixth century the coun- 
cil of Agdc in vain endeavoured to fecure the fidelity 
of the Jews that turned Chriftians. u They return 
very often to their vomit 3 " faid the council. cc They General 
cc are faithlefs in their promifes, and therefore they t i l on "ftte 
cc mult be obliged to a fix months initruftion among Jew, 
iC the Catechumens ; and after that experiment be 
cc baptized, upon aflbrance of their finccrity." 
Which law was not to be violated, except for thofe 
that were in danger of death j for then they haften- 
ed tlieir baptifm. 

A fecond council of Nice obferved, that the new 
converts wavered in their private opinion concerning 
Chriftianity , when they had embraced it ; and there- 
fore they were ordered to maintain their religion, 
and to profefs it publicly : and at the fame time it 
was forbidden to baptize their children, -or to appro- 
priate their flaves, unlefs a man was fully allured of 
the iincerity of their faith. 

ut thefe ordinances were neither received or con- 
ftantly obferved : for Florus, who lived a little af- 
ter the Nicene council, has preferved the letter of 
a bifliop to the emperor, in which he implores the 
fccular arm againft the Jews and their children. 
The emperor, to whom the letter is addrefled, was 
Charles the Bald. The prelate reprcfents to the 
prince, that he ordered preaching every Saturday in 
the fynagogue, and that many people having em- 
braced Chriftianity, he had employed them to bring 
over the children, who were much ealier won than 
thofe who were grown obftinate in error : but that 
the fathers, difgufted with this artifice, had fent 
moft of their children into the cities of Mafcon, 
Vienna, and Aries, where they were more powerful 
and numerous, which had difpleafed him. He 
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added, that he find fnmmonei all the Jews before 
him, and upon a (king whether any would embrace 
(Jhriflianity ? immediately fix children threw tbcm- 
j elves at Ii'm feet, and defired baptifm ; and that this 
example had been followed by forty-fevcii others* 



He concluded from thence, that, jf the emperor 
gave his orders to the bifhop of Aries, and forced him 
to do the fame thing, many of them might be gain- 
ed : and the motive was the more forcible, bccaiife, 
if it be an adt of charity to refene a man from the 
jaws of wild bealts that would devour him, it is much 
greater to deliver a foul out of the hands of thofe 
who would deftroy it. 

r It appears that this bifhop made no fcruple to bap- 
c^of the tize Jewifli children, by forcing them from their 
j!gf e * f fathers ; and that the authority of the fecond Ni- 
jicdin ceue council was not refpedted in France, which 
F^cc condemned thefe baptifms, that contradi<5ted the 

laws of nature. St. Remi affirms, indeed, that he 
fent back many children, without doing them any 
violence ; but yet he baptized all he could get, tho' 
void of knowledge. The complaint he made of 
thofe fathers, who took precautions againfthis feli- 
citations, and the petition he prefented to the em- 
peror, to force the bifhop of Aries to follow his ex- 
ample, are arguments fufficient to prove that this 
bifhop neither regarded the law of nature, or that of 
the council of Nice. 

It was (till more openly violated, by maintaining, 
that all Jews were theflavesof Chriftians; for here- 
by they appropriated their children, and had power 
to appropriate their perfons, and to fubjeft them to 
the fevereft flavery ; whereas the council would not 
fo much as have their Haves appropriated, unlefs they 
were aflured of the fincerity of their converfion. 

It cannot be matter of wonder that theChrifUans 
of thefe times have been fo often deluded by conver- 
fion s, lince they took fo little pains to render them 
valid. Amongft the many inftances, we (hall only 
cite the following*. 



lajuacesot Conrad Otton, after his baptifm, wrote violently 
tifecon- againll the fynagogue. He charged it " with ha- 
Ttmons. 4t i n g vcr y £ ew p cr f ons t i lat read Hebrew, and un- 

<c derftood the Talmud, and other books neceffary 
u to the becoming learned ; that they lived there 
cc like bealts, without thinking of futurity ; that, 
" in their prayers, they knew not, for the molt 
4C part, what they laid, and gave no attention ; that 
cc great part of them knew not what they profefTed 
4C to believe, or underftood fo much as the means of 
" falvation." Neverthelefs, this devotee, fo fcan- 
dalized by the ignorance of his brethren, quitted 
this profeffion in the univerfity of Altorf, and re- 
turned to Judaifm. 

Some years ago a rabbinical profefTor at Vienna, 
who was thought zealous for Chriftianity, for the 
fake of which he tranflated the epiftle of the He- 
brews into Hebrew, and rendered Abravanel's com- 
mentaries upon the prophets into Latin, difappear- 
ed, to return to the fynagogue he had left. 

In Spain and Portugal we find fuch as feem to be 
converts commonly ridiculing the converters. A 
Portuguefe, known by the name of Rodriguez Caf- 
telli Albi, or W hite Caftle, but more by the books he 
publilhed, which gave him the reputation of one of 
the molt ingenious men of his age, left his country 
to feeka fandtuary at Rome. But fearing his apo- 
ftacy would be fevcrely chaftifed, he went to many 
other cities of Italy under the fame apprehenfions. 
Having diflembled in divers places, he retreated to 
Theifalonica, where feeing himfelf fecure, he pro- 
fefled the religion he had always believed, and dif- 
guifed under the mafk of Chriftianity. 

The Grecian church thought it could not be too 
precautious in admitting into its pale thofe of afuf- 
pedfced faith; for we find fome marks of its feverity 
in their forms of abjuration, which the Jewifli pro- 
felyteswere obliged to make. Therearetwo. One 
is inferted in the Greek ritual ; and the other found 
by Mr. Cotelier, in a manufcript of the king of 
France's library. This laft is much newer and 
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larger than the other, becaufc they add to fuch fort 
of pieces at pleafure* Wc \)i'ct'cr this hill formulary 
to thcfirft, becaufc it is more ample, and wc would 
wifh to avoid conirovcrfy. 

Firft, the pricft obliges the converted Jew to own Extract of 
that he docs it voluntarily, and that neither fear or f n ** fthc 
hope has any influence on his converfion ; that he 
has been led to it neither by poverty, or the defire 
of riches, or honours, or violence, or any human 
motives. He was obliged alfo to make a protefta- 
tion of his innocence, lelt the change of his religion 
fhould be undertaken to avoid the punifhments he 
had deferved. This firft article is not found in the 
ritual of the Greeks. 1, He was made to abjure ve- 
ry precifely all the Jewifli worfhip, the unleavened 
bread, circumcifion, the paflbver, fafts, fabbaths, 
&c. 3. He Was obliged to anatbematife all the he- 
refies and fecfts that have been among the Jews. 
The fedtaries are here conlidered as the defenders 
of traditions, whereof rabbi Akiba made the firft: 
collection : Annas compofed the fecond ; and Judas, 
one of the Afmoneans, who violated the fabbath, is 
looked upon as the author of the third. Thofe alfo 
were anathematized that kept the feaft of Mordecai 
and Haman, and the inftitutors of another feaft, 
called Monopodana, becaufe, at is celebration, they 
danced upon one foot. , They anathematized Elias 
Benjamin Zebedee, Abram and Simbatius, who are 
looked upon as infidels. Theprofclyte was obliged 
to make a cpnfeffion of faith ; to whicli they have 
fubjoined feveral additions, according to the exi- 
gencies of the times. Laftly, he was enjoined to 
declare, that, if he made not this profeffion with his 
whole heart, without any defign to return to Juda- 
ifm, if he had ever any commerce with the Jews, 
either by entering into their fynagogues, or eating 
with them, he imprecated upon himfelf the fevereft 
vengeance. 

Attempts have been made to win them over by 
promifes of temporal profperity, which was a great 
temptation ; but through an unaccountable capri- 
cioufnefs, they took away the eftates of the profe- 
lytes in France ; and Charles VI. was obliged to pre- 
vent the confifcation of the goods of thofe that were E ft atcso f 
baptized. This priuce's ordinance is ftill extant, by profeiytct 
which we fee, 1. That they feized the eftate of a ^ uctter - 
Jew who embraced Chriftianity, and, inftead of re- 
compencing his faith, reduced him to a ftate of ne- 
ceflity. a. The king had a fhare in this oppreffion 
with the princes of the realm. 3. Though heiflued 
a declaration to prevent this abufe, yet Jofeph de 
Vafa, who had been baptized by the name of Lewis 
de Harcourt, defiring this prince to reftore his eftate 
which they had confifcated, he only gave him part 
of it, and afligned the reft to fome of his cour- 
tiers. 

Gregory the Great, re verling the practices above- Lenity of 
mentioned, made a point of reclaiming the errone- ^ r e c ^ r r £ t 
ous, by foothing them as it were into a love of Chrifi- e rcat * 
tianity. He difcharged the Jews from oppreffive 
exactions and burthenfome taxes, candidly judging 
that thereby either the fathers or the children might 
be brought over, and that, if the former were not 
truly converted, the latter might be baptized, and 
trained up in the Chriftian faith. But this lenient 
method proved as ineffectual as the former rigorous 
efforts ; for, in matters of confeience, where the 
principle is a&uated by motives merely interefted, 
there can be no fincerity. The emperor Afcadius, 
therefore, perceiving that the Jews came over to the 
church only to fcreen themfelves from profecution 
for crimes or debts, prohibited any from being ad- 
mitted that were charged with accufations, or had 
not fatisfied the demands of their creditors. 

Sometimes they have attempted to prevail with 
them by introducing fuperftitions, rites, and the 
adoration of creatures of human formation ; tho' 
nothing could be more repugnant to the end pro- 
pofed. Upon the whole, all the human means that 
have been ufed to effect the converfion of this peo- 
ple, have been rendered abortive by a kind of impe- 
netrable obduracy, and unconquerable prejudice, 
which feems, as it were, congenial with their very 

3 G a 




CONTINUATION of the HISTORY of the JEWS 



Book 1j 



Genera] 
remarks. 



nature; a fubjc<ft that may afford fcopc for foinc 
inftructivc remarks by way of conclufion. 

We find, then, from the correfponding teftimo- 
nies of hiftory, both facrcd and profane, that, from 
the earlicft ages to the prefent day, unbelief has 
been the grand fource of all the calamities that have 
befallen the Jews. Indeed, a difregard of divine 
revelation has proved, and ever will prove, moft de- 
Itrudtive to the human race in general. Difobedi- 
encc to the Divine command given to our firft pa- 
j*cnts, was the fatal fource of all the woes entailed 
upon their wretched pofterity, who partook of their 
degeneracy, and, at the earlieft period, evinced a 
natural averfion to good, and a propensity to evil. 
Notwithftanding the fignal interpodtion of Divine 
Providence, and the evident marks of the Divine 
difpleafure, the ancient Hebrews were almoft per- 
petually lapfing into idolatry, and falling into the 
commilfion of the moft atrocious enormities. Nay, 
the crying abominations of a degenerate world gave 
occafion for the Divine vengeance to involve them 
in an univerfal deluge. 

When it pleafed the Almighty to reftrain the im- 
petuous torrent, and permit the remaining few, 
whom his mercy had fpared, to revifit the earth, 
Noah, indeed, gave the moft demonftrative proof of 
his pious gratitude to an all-gracious deliverer ; but 
his defcendants foon difcovered an innate obduracy, 
in peremptorily denying obedience to God's efpecial 
command, and perpetuating their frantic folly in 
their impious and impracticable attempt of the tower 

of Babei. 

Yet in each fuccccding age there appears to have 
been referved a monument of Divine grace and fa- 
vour, and a grand example of piety and virtue to 
cotcmporaries ; as we find after Noah, vhcre was an 
Abraham, an Ifaac, a Jacob, a Jofeph,aud at length 
a Mofes, who was honoured with the appellation of 
the Friend of God, and bcingthe peculiar inftrument 
of conveying the immediate revelation of the Divine 
will to the people. 

A curious view of the moft fignal event* which 
occurred in the early ages of the Hebrew nation, 
will afford us. a moft ftriking difplay of the Divine 
attributes, mercy, andjuftice, as well as certain ef- 
fects of human unbelief and impenitence. Difobedi- 
ence fucceeded calamity, and calamity deliverance. 
Obedience was almoft inftantaneoufly rewarded, and 
difobedience almoft as inftantaneoufly punifhed. The 
power of Omnipotence was exerted, and wonders of 




mercy and of vengeance were wrought ; yet frail, 
linful mortals were no fooncr freed from the woes 
they deprecated, than they doubted the caufe of 
fuch mighty effects, and prefumptuoufly dared to 
to fet Omnipotence at defiance. 

In fucceeding times the fame unbelief, the fame 
impenitence, too generally prevailed ; vvhilft the fame 
tokens of the Divine approbation, and the Divine 
difpleafure, refpedtively attended them. They had 
line upon line, and precept upon precept; were ne- 
ver without a Alining example for imitation; yet a 
Similarity of traits marked their character; they 
pcrfifted in afaithlefs, defponding conduct, till their 
kingdom and city were reduced to a moft defolate 
condition, and they could no longer be confidered as 
a nation, but a people difperfed throughout all quar- 
ters of the earth, and fubject to the vileft ignomi- 
ny and contempt. 

The Hiftory of the Jews affords a moft important 
lefTon to thofe who call themselves Chriftians, and a 
tremendous example to thofe who are too wife, or 
rather too wicked, to fubmit to the Divine will, as 
revealed in the Sacred Oracles. Our firft parent as- 
pired to an equality with his Creator: his preemp- 
tion was checked by expulfion from the feat of blifs 
confummate, and confignment to mortality, with its 
attendant ills. The pride of the human heart has 
fince too frequently prefumed to explore the hidden 
purpofes of Omnilcience, and fallible beings have 
dared to attempt to fcan the traces of unerring wif- 
dom. Mature experience, and fober reflection, will 
demonftrate that infidelity is the moft egregious 
folly. True wifdom will recur to its fountain, nor 
afpire to limits eccentric, and beyond its fphere. 
The divine attributes are difplayed with all luftre in 
the works of creation and Providence : we cannot 
turn our eyes, or our thoughts, on an object, but it 
imprefles us with an idea of the Deity ; or, in other 

words, u all Nature cries aloud through allher works 
there is a God." 

To conclude, if the above remarks are admitted, 
it follows that, as the fupreme and ultimate felicity 
of man confifls in a conformity to the Divine will, 
and as that will is only communicated by divine re- 
velation, which holds forth competent inftrudtions 
throughout the whole, it is his higheft wifdom and 
happinefs to receive the fame with all the deference 
due to its origin, and to confirm himfelf and others 
in the belief and practice of it, by every means 
which his benevolent Creator hath put in his 
power. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

S, in the courfe of the work we now offer 
to the public, prophecies occur, which 
not only coinfide with, but corroborate 
the evidences for, the truth of what is cal- 
led, by way of eminence, Sacred Hiftory in particu- 
lar, as well as revealed religion in general, we prefume 
that an illuftration of the paflages peculiarly allud- 
ed to > may be introduced with equal utility and 
propriety. Many eminent divines, and other learn- 
ed men, unite in opinion, that nothing tends more 
effe&ually to confirm ferious Chriftiansin their mod 
holy faith, or obviate the gainfayings of infidels, 
than a difplay of the time and manner in which 
events foretold by holy men, in ancient days, have 
been as remarkable as compleatly fulfilled. 

Thofe who admit that the all-prevading mind not 
only comprehends whatever is prefent and paft, but, 
with one intuitive view, difcerns whatever is to hap- 
pen in future, muft readily acknowledge the power 
of an omnipotent Jehovah, to communicate his will 
and pleafure to fuch of his creatures, and in fuch 
way and manner, as feemeth meet to his infinite wif- 
dom. Yet, though it is the fole prerogative of the 
Almighty, and it has been his pleafure, to appoint 
and commiffion certain chofen agents to prophecy 
things to come, there have not been wanting, in all 
ages, men difpofcd to £arp, cavil, and impioufly 
aver their incredibility. 

But all their efforts combined cannot invalidate 
demonftrative evidence, or fubvert fadrs founded 
on thebafis of truth. Such as review, with an im- 
partial eye, events recorded in hiftory, both facred 
and profane, which, in this inftance, throw great 
light on each other, muft difcover every truth of 
authenticity that can be had in points of this kind. 
They will alfo find things foretold in plain and ex- 
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plicit terms, though the period of accomplifhment 
was not at thofe times afcertained. They will alfo 
find their completion in ages following, and that in 
a manner correfponding with their predictions. 
What clearer evidence, what more demonftrative 
proof can be required ? Nothing furely can with- 
ftand them, but the moft perverfe contumacy, and 
hardened infidelity. 

The Divine prophecies have been fulfilling for a 
feries of time : fome are paft, and others are actual- 
ly fulfilling at this day 5 fo that we have confirma- 
tion ftronger than our progenitors, and are confe- 
quently more unpardonable, if we rejeft matters of 
fuch indifputable veracity : " for many righteous 
cc men have defircd to fee thofe things which ye fee, 
tc and have not fe'en them ; and to hear thofe things 
tc which ye hear, and have not heard them." Matt, 
xiii. 17. In a word, what ferved to exercife their 
faith, now ferves to confirm the opinion and judg- 
ment of us who live in this latter age. It appears 
then manifeftly, that thofe who deny the authenti- 
city of the prophecies contained in the facred vo- 
lume particularly, muft have renounced all mental 
convi&ion, and the evidence of their very fenfes, 
and that they are as grofsly ftupid as they are fla- 
grantly impious. 

When we cite the particular prophecies mention- 
ed by our author, place them in a comparative view 
with thofe in holy writ, produce and comment on. 
the time and manner of their refpedtive comple- 
tions, we hope it will be attended with advantage to 
our readers, and anfvver the main defign of our la- 
bour in this undertaking, which we folemnly de- 
clare, is, by endeavouring to illuftrate an important 
part of profane hiftory, to lead them to a perfeft 
knowledge of thofe things that pertain to their ever- 
laftingintereft, to the grand fountain of truth, the 
infallible word of God. 
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the earth began to reco- 
ver its former (bate, after the dire elle&s of the late 
tremendous deluge, Noah applied himfelf to the 
cultivation of the ground, planting of vineyards, 
gathering and preflhig the grapes, and producing a 

ftore of wine. 

It is farther related, that the patriarch, though a 
pious and virtuous man, having, after an oblation 
to the bountiful author of every good and perfect 
gift, drank two liberally of the liquor, became in- 
toxicated to a degree of infcnfibility, and laid him- 
felf down in a manner that expofed him to fhamc. 
His fon Ham, feeing the fituation of his aged parent, 
called his brethren, in derifion, to fport with a fpec- 
tacle that could not but fliock minds the leaft fuf- 
ceptible of the emotions of filial tendernefs. Out 
of pious reverence, therefore, the other Tons, Shem 
and Japheth, brought a covering, and veiled the 
ihame of their father. 

When Noah recovered his fenfes, and underftood 
what had patted, he pronounced ablefling upon his 
other children, after the good office they had ren- 
[aphtfth. dercd him, and at the fame time abitter imprecation 

upon the defcendants of Ham ; and this prophetic 
malediction was followed, as will appear hereafter, 
with a Divine vengeance. Ham, indeed, in his own 
pevfon, efcaped the curfe, from a tender regard in 
Noah to the ties of consanguinity. But it is now 
neceflary to advert to facred hiftory . 

The form of the malediction runs thus : tc Curfed 

A fervant of fervants fliall he be 
<c unto liis brethren, BlciTed be the Lord God of 
u Shem, and Canaan (hall be his fervant. God 
4t (hall enlarge japheth. And lie fliall dwell in the 
u tents of Shem, and Canaan fliall be his fervant/* 
Gen. ix. 15, a6, 17. 

• It will appear, upon due reflection and attention 
to future events, that neither blefling or maledic- 
tion fo immediately relate to the children of Noah, 
as to their pofterity, and the nations by them refpec- 
tively founded ; and alfo that it pleafed the Judge of 
all the earth to difplay his moral government of the 
world, his approbation of virtue and averfion to 
vice, in the reward of the one, and the punifhment 
of the other ; for which wife and equitable purpofe 
he endued Noah with a prophetic fpirit, to make 
known his will to fucceedino* generations. To 
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confine the word and fpirit of ancient prophecy to 
individuals, or even particular pevfons, argues a 
total mifconception of them ; on the contrary, we 
mutt: allow them a larger latitude, a more extenfive 
fcope 5 we muft confider them as referring to nume- 
rous bodies collected, even to whole nations, where- 
by we fliall be enabled to form a right judgment of 
the Divine fuperintendauce over human affairs, 
and reconcile the various difpenfiuions of Provi- 
dence. 

On this principle, therefore, we muft fuppofe the 
curfe of fervitude pronounced upon Canaan, as well 

as the blefling of freedom promifed to Shem and 
Japheth, notimmediately relatingto them pcrfonal- 
ly confidered, but as an enlarged and extenfive 
view, comprehending their whole race. So, indeed, 
as before obferved, we muft judge of fcripture pro- 
phecy in general. 

The maledi<5tion then uttered prophetically by 
the patriarch Noah, in facft referred to the race of 
Canaan, from his name called Canaanitcs, and from 
whofe iniquities the Ornnifcient Being delegated 
his ancient fervant to foretell that curfe which was 
moft juftly due to their common degeneracy. 
And it was the evident defign of the infpired pen- 
man, Moles, in relating the fame, to encourage 
the Hebrews or Ifraelitesin waging a neceflarv war 



againft an abandoned race, who had renounced all 
claims to the favour and protection of Heaven, and 
were therefore doomed to fervitude f rom an early 
date* 

Having thus pointed out the purport and mean- 
ing of this prophecy, it now remains that we pro- 
ceed to difplay the manner in which it was fully 
completed. 

It is certain the Canaanites were a mod wicked TheCa- 
and abandoned people, and it was for their great JJ^jj^ 
j fins that the Almighty was pleafed to inflidt a moft tot their 
fevcre punifhment not only 011 them, but their po- ™£ ei * 
fterity. They were addicted to practifc the word 
kinds of Idolary. Their religion was bad, and their 
morals worfe ; for corrupt religion and corrupt 
morals ufually generate each other. Was noc, 
therefore, a curfe, in the nature of things, as well 
as in the juft judgment of God, entailed on fuch a 
people and nation as this ? Jt was not for the 
righteoufnefs of the Ifraelitcs that the Lord was 
pleafed to give them the pofTeffion of the land of 
Canaan, but for the wickednefs of the people did 
he drive them out of the country ; and he would 
have driven out the Ifraelitcs in like manner, had 
they been guilty of the like abominations.. See 
Levit. xviii. 24, &c. 

The curfe pronounced on the defcendants of 
Ham particularly implies fervitude and fubjedtion. JhVc^ff 
" Curfed be Canaan, A fervant of fervants fliall P^ n0UD - 
" lie be unto his brethren." The defcendants, defend.' 
therefore, of Canaan were to be fubjeA to the de- ™^ 
fcendants of Shem and Japheth ; and the natural 
confequence of vice, in communities as well as in 
lingle perfons, is fubje&ion, flavery, and death. 

This part of the prophecy, however, was not 
fulfilled till feveral centuries after it was delivered 
by Noah, when the Ifraelites, who were the defcen- 
dants of Shem, under the command of Jofhua, 
invaded the country of the Canaanites, Imote above 
thirty of their kings, took poffeflion of their land, 
and made the Gibeonites and others fervants and 
tributaries : and the reft were after fnbdued by So- 
lomon. The Greeks and Romans, who were the 
defcendants of Japheth, not only fubdued Syria and 
Paleftine, but alfo purfued and conquered fuch of 
the Canaanites as were any where remaining; as 
for inftance, the Tyrians and Carthaginians ; the 
former of whom were ruined by Alexander and the 
Grecians, and the latter by Scipio and the Romans. 
From that period the miferable remainder of thefe 
people have been flaves ; firft to the Saracens, who 
defcended from Shem, and afterwards to the Turks, 
who defcended from Japheth ; and under whofe 
dominion great numbers of them at prefent re- 
main. 

Having thus explained the fulfilment of that part 
of Noah's prophecy relative to the defcendants of 
his fon Ham, let us now confider the promifes he toShc,fc 
made to Shem and Japheth. And he faid, Blefled 
Ct be the Lord God of Shem ; and Canaan fliall be 
" his fervant/* The wickednefs of men proceed- 
eth from themfelvcs, but their good from God ; and 
therefore we find the old patriarch, in a (train of de- 
votion, breaketh forth into thankfgiving to God 
as the author of all good to Shem. God can cer- 
tainly beftow his particular favours according to his 
good pleafurej and falvation was to be derived to 
mankind through Shem and his pofterity. By the 
Lord being called the God of Shem, is plainly inti- 
mated, that the Lord would be his God in a parti- 
cular manner. 



x The promife made to japheth was this : a God-roJa- 
" fliall enlarge Japheth, and he fhall dwell in the P hctb ' 
cc tents of Shem; and Canaan fliall be his fervant." 



That Japheth was more enlarged than the reft is 
evident, he having much greater poflclfions, and a 
more numerous offspring than either of his brothers. 
The territories of Japhcth's pofterity were very 
large; for befides all Europe, great and extenfive as 
it is, they pofleflcd the letter Afia, Media, part of 

Armenia, Iberia, Albania, and thole great regions 
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towards the north, which were anciently inhabited 
by the Scythians, and at prefent by the Tartars* 

That the progeny of Japhctli was enlarged, as 
well as his territories, evidently appears from the 
totli chapter of Ocnelis, wherein wc find that Ja- 
phctli hail feven fons, whereas Mam had only four, 
and Shem only live. The exprcfTion "and helhall 
*' dwell in the tents of Shem 19 is capable of a double 
conftru&iou ; for thereby may be meant either that 
God, or that Japhctli, lliall dwell in the tents of 
Shem. Thofe who prefer the former conftru&ion, 
found their authority on the literal fcnfc of the words 
in the text, there being no other noun to govern the 
verbs in the period than the word God. The whole 
fenience, therefore, according to this, fliould run 
thus, God will enlarge Japheth, and will dwell in 
the tents of Shem. But let the fenfe of this expref- 
fion be taken either way, it is certain that the pro- 
phecy hath been moft punctually fulfilled. In the 
former fenfe it was fulfilled literally when the She- 
chinah, or Divine Prefence, refted on the ark, and 
dwelt in the tabernacle and temple of the Jews. Jn 
tlie latter fenfe it was fulfilled firft, when the Greeks 
and Romans, who fprung originally from Japheth, 
fubdued and poflefied Judea, and other countries of 
Afi3, belonging to Shem; and again fpiritually, 
when they were profelyted to the true religion ; 
and thofe who were not Ifraelitcs by birth, became 
Ifraelites by faith. 

This firft prophecy of Noah's is certainly a moft 
extraordinary one indeed. It was delivered near 
four thoufand years ago, and yet hath been fulfil- 
ling through the feveral periods of time to this day. 
It is both wonderful and inftructive ; and is, as it 
were, an epitome of the hiftory of the world. 



CHAP. II. 

i 

Of the prophecies concerning Iflimael, the fon of Abraham^ 

by his hand- maid Hagar. 

* 

Topheciei A FTER Noah, the next great patriarch we meet 

S! nS with in the ° ld Teftament is the pious Abra- 
ham, who was favoured with feveral Divine revela- 
tions. From him two very extraordinary nations 
defcended, namely, the Ifhmaelites and Ifraelites, 
concerning each of which people there are fome 
prophecies of the moft extraordinary nature. 

Iflimael was the fon of Abraham, by his band-maid 
Hagar, who was an Egyptian ; and though he was 
not properly the child of promife, yet he was diftin- 
guiflied by fome exprefs predictions, for the comfort 
and fatisfaftion of both his parents. 

After Hagar had fled from the face of her miftrefs 
Sarah, who had dealthardly withher, (feeGen.xvi.) 
the angel of the Lord found her in the wildcrnefs, 
and faid unto her, " Return to thy miftrefs, and fub- 
C€ mit thyfelf under her hands. And the angel of 
cc the Lord faid unto her, I will multiply thy feed 
exceedingly, that it fha'll not be numbered for 
multitude. And the angel of the Lord faid unto 
her, Behold, thou art with child, and fhaltbear 
a fon, and ihalt call his name Iflimael, becaufe the 
Lord hathheardthy affliction. And he will be a 
wild man: his hand will be againft every man, 
and every man's hand againft him ; and he fliall 
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dwell in the prefence of all his brethren. 

We find, in the fucceeding chapter, that God 
promifes Abraham a fon by his wife Sarah, whom 
he fhould call lfaac; but notwithftanding this, he 
flill referved a blefling for Ijjimael. C£ Behold (faid 
" he) I have blefled him, and will make him fruit- 
cc ful, and will multiply him exceedingly : twelve 
cc princes fliall he beget, and I will make him a 
" great nation." After this, when Hagar and Ifli- 
mael were fent forth into the wildernefs, God 
laid unto Abraham, " And alfo of the fon of the 
'* bondwoman will I make a nation, becaufe he is 
<c thy feed." Gen. xxi. 13. And the fame is re- 
peated to Hagar, (ver* 18,) u I will make him a 
" great nation." 



f Now, if wc attend to the particulars mentioned in^ 
\ this prophecy, and t^jce the courfe of cvents'whicl 
afterwards tookplacc, wc fhall find the whole It rift 
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ly fulfilled, and that a part of it i ^fulfilling eVcn a 
tliis pre fent period. u I will multiply thy feed e 
ccedingly, and it fliall not be numbered for mu 
tituilc. 99 And again, " Behold, 1 haveblcfied hi 
and will make him fruitful, and will multiply hi 
exceedingly. 1 ' From thefe two paflages it is 
manifcflly evident, that the prophecy does not fo 
much relate to Ilhmacl himfelf, as it does to his de- 
fcendants, whom it is foretold fhall be exceeding 
numerous ; and this part of the prediction was moft 
amply fulfilled. 

Hagar, the mother of Iflimael, was an Egyptian ; Fulfilment 
and when he grew to a ftate of manhood, he mar-ofthepro- 
ried a woman of the fame country. In the courfe phcac,# 
of a few years his own children and their defcend- 
ants became fo numerous, that they formed a con- 
liderable body of people, and were particularly dif- 
tinguifhed for the great tralfic they carried on in 
different parts of Egypt. After this Ifhmael's de- 
fcendants were greatly multiplied in the Hagarenes, 
who were probably fo called from his mother Ha- 
gar; in the Nabathreaus, who were fo denominated 
from his fon Nabaioth ; in the Itureans, who were 
fo called from his fon Jetur, or ltur ; and in the 
Arabs, (efpecially the Seenitcs and Saracens,) who 
over-ran a great part of the world j and his defcen- 
dants the Arabs are at this day a very numerous 
people. 

' That part of the prophecy which fays, <c Twelve 
cc princes fliall he beget/' is of a very particular na- 
ture indeed ; notwithftanding which it was moft' 
ftriftly fulfilled. The names of thefe princes are 
recorded by Mofes, who, after mentioning them, 
fays, c< Thefe are the fons of Iflimael, and thefe are 
u their names, by their towns, and by their caftlcs: 
<c twelve princes according to their nations." Gen. 
xxv. 16. We are not, however, to underftand by 
this exprellion, that they were fo many diftintft fov'e- 
reign princes, but only the heads of fo many clans, 
or tribes. Strabo frequently mentions the.Arabian 
phylarchS) (as he denominates them,) or rulers of 
tribes : and Melo, an heathen hiftorian, tells us, 
cc That Iflimael had, by his Egyptian wife, twelve 
fons, who, departing into Arabia, divided the region 
between them, and were the firft kings of the inha- 
bitants ; whence (even to our days, fays he) the 
Arabians have had tvyelve kings of the fame names 
as the firft." After the time of Malo, the Arabs 
were governed by what was then called phylarclis, 
and lived in tribes 5 and this they ftill continue to 
do, as appears by the teftimony of Thevenot, Mid- 
dleton, and other modern travellers. 




<c And I will make him a great nation." 



This 



part of the prophecy is repeated feveral times, and, 
as foon as the regular courfe of nature would admit, 
was fully accomplifhcd. The defcendants of Ifli- 
mael, in procefs of time, grew up into a great na- 
tion ; fuch they continued for feveral ages; and, 
when we conlider the prodigious numbers of them 
that ftill inhabit the country, they may be juftly 
called cc a great nation. 

u And he will be a wild man/* Iflimael and his 
pofterity were to be wild, fierce, favage, ranging 
in the deferts, and not eaiily foftened to fociety ; 
and whoever has read the accounts given of thefe 
people by different travellers, muft know it to be a- 
true and genuine character. It is faid of Iflimael 
(Gen. xxi. ao.) that " he dwelt in the wildernefs, 

" and became an archer ;" and the fame is no lefs 
true of his defcendants than of himfelf. <fi He 
tc dwelt in the wildernefs ;" and his defcendants 
ftill inhabit the fame wildernefs; and many of them, 
from the beft accounts we have, both ancient and 
modern, are total ftrangers to agriculture, neither 
fowing or planting but living entirely by plunder 
and rapine. " And he became an archer." Such 
were the Itureans and mighty men of Keder, men- 
tioned by lfaiah, chap. xxi. 17. and fuch the Arabs 
have been from the beginning to the prefent time. 
It was very late before they admitted the ufe of firs 
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amir. In their country ; and the greater part of them 
* arc Hill 11 ranr-'crs to that inftrutflcnt of defence: for 
Srjthcy conftantly practice the bow and arrow, and arc 



I r finite c in cd the molt lkilful archers in the univcrfe. 



* c And he foal! d well in the prcfencc of his brethren 
/that is /hall dwell in tents, as many of the Arabs do at 
the prelent time. 

If wc reflcdl on this part of the prophecy, we 
(hall, on the firft view, think it very extraordinary, 
that " his hand ihould be againft every man, and 
every man's hand againft him/' and yet that he 
fhould be able to tc dwell in the prefence of all his 
41 brethren/' But, extraordinary as it was, this alio 
hath been fulfilled, not only in the perfon of Ifli- 
mael, but like wife in his deicendants. Withrefpe<!t 
to Ifhmael himfclf, the facred hiftorian tells us, 
that 44 the years of the life of Iftimael were an 
" hundred and thirty and feven years, and he died 
u in the prefence of all his brethren." Gen.xxv. 
J 7, J 8. As for his pofterity, they dwelt like wife in 
the prefence of all their brethren ; and they ftill 
fubfift a diflindt people, and inhabit the coun- 
try of their progenitors, notwithstanding the per- 
petual enmity between them and the reft of man- 
kind. 

It maj' be fuppofed by fome, that the reafon why 
thefc people were never fubdued by any other na- 
tion is, that the country was never worth conquer- 
ing, and that its barrennefs has ever been its prefer- 
vation ; but this is a miftake ; for, by all the ac- 
counts we have, though the greater part of it be 
fandy and barren deferts, yet here and there are 
iriterfpcrled beautiful fpots, and fruitful vallies. 

One part of the country was anciently known and 
diftinguHhed by the name of Arabia the Happy, 
which appellation it received on account of the na- 
tural fertility of the foil, in contraft to the barren- 
nefs of the other parts. The whole country of Ara- 
bia is, by the oriental writers, generally divided into 
five provinces, the chief of which is called Yanian, 
and is thus defcribed by the learned Mr. Sale, in his 
preface to the Alcoran. " The province of Yanian 
(fays he) has been famous, from all antiquity, for 
the wholefomenefs of its climate, its fertility, and 
riches. The delightfulnefs and plenty of it are ow- 
ing to its mountains ; for all that part which lies a- 
long the IxedSeaisadry barren defert, in fome places 
ten or twelve leagues over, but, in return, bounded 
by thofe mountains, which being well watered, enjoy 
an almoft continual fpring, and yield great plenty 
and variety of fruits, and in particularexcellentcorn, 
grapes, and fpices. The foil of the other provinces 

is much more barren than thatofYaman, the greater 
part being covered with dry fands, or riling into 
rocks, interfperfed here and there with fome fruit- 
ful fi 



which receive their greateft advantages 
from their water and palm trees." 

But, however fertile, or however barren and de- 
folate, this country might be, yet it was certainly the 
intereft of the neighbouring princes and ftates, at all 
hazards, to endeavour to root out fuch a peftilent 
race of robbers. This, indeed, has fcveral times 
been attempted, but never accomplifhed. They 
have, from firft to laft, maintained their indepen- 
dency ; and, notwithftanding the mod powerful ef- 
forts have been made to deftroy them, they ftill 
Ci dwell in the prefence of all their brethren," and 
in the prefence of all their enemies. 

On a judicious and circumfpect view of the re- 
fpedtive particulars contained in this amazing pro- 
phecy, with the aftonifhing manner in which each 
article has been fulfilled, we (hall cafily perceive 
that the whole, from beginning to end, was guided 
bv the direction of Providence. The facred hifto- 
rian tells us that thefe prophecies concerning Ifti- 
macl were delivered partly by the angel of the Lord, 
and partly by God himfclf: and, indeed, who but 
God, or one raifed and commHfioncd by him, could 
defcribc fo particularly the genius and manners, not 
only of alingle perfon before he was born, but of a 
whole people, from the firft founder of the race to 
the pre fen t time ? It was certainly very wonderful, 



and not to lie furcCccn by huninu f;ig;sc;ty or pru- 
dence, that a man's whole pofterity fliouid Vo nearly 
iv:fcmblc him, and retain the fame inclinations, the 
fame habits, and the fame cuKoms throughout all 
ages. The waters of the purcft fpring or fountain 
arc foon changed and polluted jm their courfc ; and 
the farther f 1 111 they How, the more they arc incor- 
porated and loft in other water*;. How have the 
modern Italians degenerated from the courage and 
virtues of the old Romans ? How arc the French 
and Englifh polifijcd and refined from the barbarifin 



of the ancient Gauls and Britons ? In 
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and manners change with the times; but, in all 
changes and revolutions, the Arabs have continued 
the fame from the beginning. They ftill remain Difp O f«: 0 , 
the fame fierce, favage, untraceable, unfocial people of *&* &• 
they were at firft, following in every thing their rabiao,# 
great anceftor, and being entirely different from the 
reft of their fellow creatures. 

The great affinity that ftill fublifts between the 
prelent Arabs and their progenitor Iflimael, from 
whom they defcended, will appear evident from the 
following circumftances. Iflimael was circumcifed, 
and fo are his pofterity to this day ; and as I/hmael 
was circumcifed when he was thirteen years of age, 
fo are the Arabs at the fame time. Iftimael was 
born of Hagar, who was a concubine ; and the Arabs 
ftillindulgethemfelvesinthe ufe of mercenary wives 
and concubines. He lived in tents in the wildernefs, 
fiiifting from place to place ; and fo do his defend- 
ants, even to the prefent time. He was an archer 
in the wildernefs, and fo arc tbey . He was to be the 
father of twelve princes, or heads of tribes ; and they 
live in clans or tribes to this day. He was a wild 



man, ••his hand againft every man, and every man's 
tC hand againft him j" and they ftill live in the fame 
ftate of war, their hand againft every man, and eve- 
ry man's hand againft them* 

If we refledt on thefe ftrange circumftances, how 
wonderful muft it appear to us, that the fame people 
fliouid retain the f ame difpolition for fo many ages ! 
But ftill how much more wonderful is it that, with 
this difpofition, and this enmity againft the whole 
world, they fliouid ftill fubfift an independent and 
free people ! Itcannotbe pretended that noattempts 
were ever made to fubdue them, for the greateft 
conquerors in the world have almoft all, in their 
turns attempted it, and fome have been very near 
effe&ing it. Neither can it be pretended that the 
drynefs or inaccefliblenefs of their country hath been 
their prefervation ; for their country hath been often 
penetrated, but could never be entirely fubdued. 
Large armies have found the means of fubfiftence in 
their country : none of their powerful invaders ever 
deiifted on this account ; and therefore, the reafon 
of their having withftood every cfFort to conquer 
them, muft be imputed to fome other caufe. This 
was certainly no lefs than the Divine interpofition, 
and which will evidently appear, if wc attend to the 
following very lingular particulars. 



flower of his age. 



Trajan befieged 



Alexander was preparing an expedition againft 
them, when an inflammatory fever cut him off in the 

Pompty was in the career of his 
conqueft, when urgent affairs called him elfewhere. 
Oelius Gallus had penetrated far in to their country, 
when a fatal difeafc deftroyed great numbers of his 

men, and obliged him to return 
their capital city, but was defeated by thunder and 
lightning, whirlwinds, and other prodigies, and that 
as often as he renewed his aftaults. Severus befieged 
the fame city twice, and was twice repulfed from 
before it ; and the hiftorian Dion (a man of rank 
and character, though £n heathen) plainly afcribes 
the defeat of thefe two emperors to the interpofi- 
tion of a Divine power. 

In fliort, if we confider the whole matter in its 
proper light, we cannot fail being of the fame opi- 
nion with this heathen hiftorian ; for, without a Di- 



vine interpofition, how could a fingle nation ftand 
out againft the enmity of the whole world for any 
length of time, and much more for near four thou- 
fand years together ? The great empires round them 
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have a11 9 in their turns, fallen to rain, while tlicy 
have continued the Hi me from the beginning, and 
arc likely to continue the fame to the end. . 

The Arabs arc the only people, except the Jews, 
who have fubfiftcd as a diftindi people from the be- 
gimiing ; and in fome refpedts they very much re- 
ferable each other, as will appear by the following 
comparifons : 

I. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, are defcended 
from Abraham ; and bothboaft of their defcent from 
that father of the faithful. 

n. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, arc circumci- 
fed ; andbothprofefstohavederived that ceremony 
from Abraham. 

3. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, had originally 
twelve heads of tribes, who were their princes or 
governors. 

4* The Arabs, as well as the Jews, marry among 
themfelves, and in their own tribes. 

1 

5. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, are Angular 
in feveral of their cuftoms, and are (landing monu- 
ments, to all ages, of the exacftnefs of the Divine 

predictions, and of the varacity of Scripture Hif- 
tory. 

We have only one obfervation more to make on 
the fulfilment of the very lingular particulars con- 
tained in the prophecy relative to Abraham and Ifh- 
mael, and that is, that they are fo incontrovertible 
as to defeat every attempt that can be made to place 
them in a fallacious light. We know the predic- 
tions delivered to Ifhmael to be daily verified in his 
defcendants, and therefore have, as it were, occular 
ciemonftration for our faith ; which is proving, by 
plain matter of fadt, that u the Mo ft High ruleth 
u in the kingdoms of men* and that his truth; as 
well as his mercy, 4t endurethfor ever. 
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CHAP. III. 



Containing an account of the prophecies concerning Jacob 

and Efau y the Jons of Ifaac. 

Prophecies |T having pleafed the Almighty to difclofe unto 
ja?oTand S ^ Abraham the ftate and condition of his pofterity 
Efau. by Ifhmael, who was the fon of the bond-woman, he 

was likewife pleafed to predict fome things of a 
much more important nature concerning the pofte- 
rity of Ifaac, who was the fon .of his wife Sarah. 
This fon was properly the child of promife ; and the 
prophecies relating to him and his family, are much 
more numerous than thofe relating to Ifhmael and 
his defcendants. 

Previous to the birth of Ifhmael, the Almighty 
was pleafed to make this promife to Abraham ; ct In 
" thee fball all families of the earth be bleffed." 
Gen. xii. 3. But after the birth of Ifhmael by Ha- 
gar, and Ifaac by Sarah, the promife was limited to 
Ifaac: u for in Ifaac fliall thy feed be called. " Gen. 
xxi. 12.. And accordingly to Ifaac was the promife 
repeated, ct In thy feed fhall all the 'nations of the 
ct earth be bleflcd which plainly intimated, that 
the Saviour of the world was not to come from 
the family of Ifhmael, but from the defcendants of 
Ifaac. 



pbecics, they remained in pofleffion for feveral ages ; 
and afterward*) when, for their /ins and iniquities, 
they were to be removed from it, their removal alfo 
was foretold^ both the carrying away of the ten 
tribes, and the captivity of the two remaining tribes 
for feventy years ; as likewife their final captivity 
and difperfion into all nations. 

Abraham received a promife from Cod, that his 
pofterity fhould be multiplied exceedingly above 
that of others. u I will make of thee a great na- 
" tion;" and cc in bleffing I will blefs thee, and in 
* c multiplying I will multiply thy feed as the ftars of 
u heaven, and as the fand which is upon the fea- 
<c fhore." See Gen. xii. a. xxii. 17. The like pro- 
mife was alfo continued to Ifaac : c< I will make thy 
" feed to multiply as the ftars of heaven/* Gen. 
xxvi. 4. 

■ 

Not to mention the great increafe of the other 
pofterity of Abraham and Ifaac, how foondid their 
defcendants by Jacob grow up to a mighty nation, 
and how numerous were they formerly in the land of 
Canaan ? How numerous were they likewife in va- 
rious other parts of the world ? and after innume- 
rable maflacres and perfecutions which they have 

undergone, how numerous are they ftillin their pre- 
fent difperfion among all nations ? 

Ifaac had two fons, the one named Jacob, and the j acol 
other Efau. The defcendants of thefe fons did not fclaa. 
incorporate themfelves together as one people, but 
fcparated into two different nations ; and therefore 
as it had been before fpecified which of the two, 
Ifhmael or Ifaac, was to be heir to the promifes 
made to Abraham, fo there was a neceflity now for 
the fame diftinclion to be made between Efau and 
Jacob, the fons of Ifaac 

This was accordingly done, and that in the moft 
ample and clear manner. When Rebecca, their 
mother, had conceived, "the children ftruggled to- 
" getber within her,'* Gen. xxv. aa ; and file re- 
ceived the following Divine revelation: u Two 
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The land of Canaan was promifed to Abraham 
and his defcendants four hundred years before they 
obtained pofleffion of it, and it was afterwards pro- 
mifed to his fon Ifaac : " Sojourn in this land (fays 
C6 the Lord unto Ifaac) and I will be with thee, and 
tc will blefs thee : for unto thee and unto thy feed 
tc I will give all thefe countries, and I will perform 
" the oath which 1 fware unto Abraham thy fa- 
" ther." 

)b?a:r.e<i This promife was ftri&ly fulfilled foon after the 



c< nations are in thy womb, and two manner of 
c< people fliall be feparated from thy bowels, and 
4< the one people fliall be ftronger than the other 
" people, and the elder fliall ferve the younger." 
Gen. xxv, 2.3. 

The fame Divine Spirit influenced and directed lf4ac . sbc 
their father to give his final benediction to the like ncduion' 
purpofe ; for thus did he blefs Jacob : ct God give l° c jj£ fon 
4t thee of the dew of heaven and the fatnefs of the * ° 
<c earth, and plenty of corn and wine. Let people 
Cc ferve thee, and nations bow down to thee : be 
" lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's fons 
u bow down to thee : curfed be every one that 
cc curfeth thee, and blefled be ho that blefTeth 
" thee." Gen. xxvii. 28, 29. And thus did he blefs 
Efau : cc Behold, thy dwelling fliall be the fatnefs 
tc of thceartht and of the dew of heaven from above. 
cc And by thy fword fhalt thou live, and fhalt ferve 
u thy brother : and it fliall come to pafs when thou 
cc fhalt have the dominion, that thou fhalt break his 
<c yoke from off thy neck. 99 

But, for greater clcarnefs and certainty , a more ex- Canaan 
prefs revelation was afterwards made tojacob ; and £ j«ob? 
the land of Canaan, a numerous progeny, and the 
bleffing of all nations, were promifed to him in par- 
ticular. cc 1 am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
" father, and the God of Ifrael : the land whereon 
" thoulieft, to thee will I give it, and to thy feed. 
" And thy feed fliall be as the duft of the earth } 
and thou fhalt fpread abroad to the weft, and to 
the eaft, and to the north, and to the fouth ; and 
in thee and in thy feed fliall the families of the 
cc earth be blefled." Gen. xxviii. 13. 15. 

This prophecy, as well as thofe before mentioned, 
was not to be verified in the perfons of Efau and 
Jacob, but in thofe of their pofterity. Jacob was 
fo far from bearing rule over Efau, that he was 
forced to fly his country .for fear of him. He con- 
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death of Mofes, when the Israelites got pofleffion of It tinued abroad feveral years, and when he returned, 



the land of Canaan through the affiftance and pro- 
tection of Jofliua, who fuccecded Mofes in the go- 
vernment of the people. In purfuance of thefe pro- 



he fent a fervant before, with a fupplicatory mclTage 
to his brother Efau, requefting u that he might 
a find grace in. his fight." When he heard of Efau's 
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coming to meet him with four hundred men, he 
14 was greatly afraid and diftreflcd," and cried unto 
the Lord, u Deliver mc, I pray thee, from the hand 
44 of my brother, from the hand of Efau/ 1 Gen. 
xxxii ii- He fent a magnificicnt prefent before 
him to appcafe his brother, callinghim/tW, and him- 
felf his Jervant. When he met him, he 44 bowed 
4 < himfelf to the gound feven times, until he came 
<4 near to his brother:" and after he had found a 
gracious reception, he made this acknowledgment : 
44 I have feen thy face as though I had fecn the face 
44 of God, and thou waft plcafed with mc." 

At this time Jacob had no temporal fuperiority 
over his brother Efau ; and therefore we muftlook 
for the completion of the prophecy among their 
defcendants. The prophecy itfelf makes plainly 
44 two nations," and 4t two manner of people," and 
comprehends thefe fevcral particulars ; that the fa- 
milies of Efau and Jacob fliould grow up into two 
different people and nations ; that the family of the 
elder fliould be fubjedt to that of the younger ; that, 
in fituation, and other temporal advantages, they 
fliould be much alike ; that the elder branch fliould 
delight more in war and violence, but yet fliould be 
fubdued by the younger ; that, ho wever, there fliould 
be a time when the elder fliould have dominion, and 



viii.a3. But, after this, they were again reduced by 
fevcral of the prince** of Judah at different periods, 
and 1 no ft of their principal places deftroyed. Judas 
Maccabeus attacked and defeated them fevcral 
times, killing no lefs than twenty thoufand r.t one 
time, and upwards of the like number at another. 
He likewife took their chief city Hebron, and dc- 
ftroyed all the towers and fortrcflcs about it. At 
length Hyrcanus, the nephew of Judas Maccabeus, 
took what few cities they had left, and reduced them 
to the neceffity of either embracing the Jewifh re- 
ligion, or leaving their country, and feekingncw ha- 
bitations elfewhere. They thought proper tochufe 
the former} in confequence of which they fubmitted 
themfelves to be circumcifed, became profelytes to 
thefewifh religion, and were ever after incorporated 
with thofe very people whom they had before con- 
fidered as their enemies. 

It is predidled, in one part of this remarkable pro- 
phecy, that, in point of fituation, and other tem- 
poral advantages, Efau and Jacob fliould be much 
alike. It was faid to Jacob, " God give thee of 
44 the dew of heaven, and of the fatnefs of the 
44 earth, and plenty of corn and wine." And much 
the fame was laid to Efau : 44 Behold, thy dwelling 
44 fhall be of the fatnefs of the earth, and of the 



fliake off the yoke of the younger ; but, in all fpi- II <c dew of heaven from above." Jacob 
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ritual gifts and graces, the younger fliould be great- 
ly fuperior, and be the happy instrument of convey- 
ing the bleffingto all nations. 

By the firft part of the prophecy, C4 Two nations 
44 are in thy womb," &c. we find that they, (that is, 
their pofterity) were not only to grow up into two 
nations, but into two very different nations. And 
have not the Edomites (who were defcended from 
Efau) and the Ifraelites (who were defcended from 
Jacob) been all along two very different people in 
th eir manners, cuftoms, and religions, which made 



them to be perpetually at variance with each other ? 

44 And the children ftruggled together within 
44 her." This was a token of their future difagree- 
ment, and was fully evinced when they grew up to 
a ftate of manhood, by their different d ifpofi tions and 
inclinations. Efau was 44 a cunning hunter," and 
delighted in the fports of the field ; but Jacob was 
more mild and gentle, 44 dwelling in tents," and 
minding his fheep and cattle. Efau flighted his 
birth right, and thofe facred privileges of which 
Jacob was defirous, and is therefore called the 
profane Efau, (Heb.xii. 16.) but Jacob was a man of 
better faith and religion. The like diverfity ran 
through their pofterity. The defcendants of Jacob 
were ftridl obfervers of the Jewifh religion} but 
thofe of Efau, (whatever they were at firft,) became, 
in procefs of time, the grofleft idolaters. From 
thefe religious differences, and on other accounts, 
there was a continual grudge and enmity between 
the two nations. The king of Edom would not 
fuffer the Ifraelites, in their return out of Egypt, fo 
much as to pafs through his territories ; and thehif- 
tory of the Edomites after, is little more than the 
hiftory of the wars between them and the Jews. 

44 And the one people fhall be ftronger than 
44 the other people, and the elder fhall ferve the 
44 younger." The family of Efau was the elder, 
and, for fome time, the greater and more powerful, 
of the two, there having been dukes and kings in 
Edom, before there reigned any king over the 
44 children of Ifrael." Gen. xxxvi. 31. But David 
and his captains made an entire conqueft of the 
Edomites, flew feveral thoufands, compelled the 
reft to become his tributaries and fervants, and 
planted garrifons among them to fecure their obe- 
dience. See a Sam. viii. 14. 

TheElo. The Edomites, after being reduced to fubiedlion 
mice* con- by David and his captains, continued in a ftate of 
amiTuh- fervitude for about an hundred and fifty years, and, 
jc^cittoa inftead of having a king of their own, were go- 

ttatc '>t 1 , . " V . .-ill. 

fervitu-ie. verned by viceroys, or deputies, appointed by the 

kings of Judah. In the days of Jehoram, the fon 
of Jehofhaphat, they revolted, recovered their li- 
berties, 44 and made a king over themfelves. *'a Kings 



was in a very fertile and pleafant country ; nor was 
that of Efau's lefs fo. Mount Seir, and the adjacent 
country, were, at firft, in the polleflion of the Edo- 
mites; after which they extended themfelves far- 
ther into Arabia, as alfo into the fouthcrn parts of 
Judea. But, in whatever part they were lituated, we 
find that the Edomites, in temporal advantages, 
were little inferior to the Ifraelites, having cattle, 
and beafts, and fubftance in abundance. At the 
time that the Ifraelites were on their return from 
Egyptian bondage, the country in which the Edo- 
mites then lived, abounded with the nioft fruitful 
fields and vineyards, as evidently appears from the 
manner of the requcft then made by the Ifraelites, 
for permiffion to pafs through thofe territories. 
44 Letus pafs, I pray thee, through the country ; we 
44 will not pafs through the fields, or through the 
44 vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of 
44 the wells." 

In another part of the prophecy it was predidled Efau to be 
that Efau fliould delight more in war and violence f " bd " dl, J 
than his brother, but that he fliould be fubdued by 
Jacob : 44 And by the fword flialt thou live, and 
44 flialt ferve thy brother." Efau himfelf might be 
faid tolive niuch by the fword, for he was 44 a cun- 
44 ning hunter," a man of the field. He and his pofte- 
rity obtained poffeflion of Mount Seir by force and 
violence, by deftroying and expelling from thence 
the Horites, who were the former inhabitants. By 
what means they fpread themfelves farther into Ara- 
bia we are not informed ; but it appears that, upon 
a fedition among them, which occafioned a repara- 
tion, the greater part feized upon the fouth-weft 
parts of Judea, during the Babylonifli captivity, and 
afterwards made that their fixed place of relidence. 

Both before and after this, tbeEdomites were al- 
moft continually at war with the Jews, and upon ^cZ- 
every occafion were ready to join with their enemies. tinu ty* 
Even long after they were fubdued by the Jews, jhejew. 
they ftill retained the fame violent fpirit, as appears 
by the charadter given of them by Jofephus to the 
following eftedl : c4 They were (fays he) a turbu- 
44 lent and difordcrly nation, always ready for com- 
44 motions, and rejoicing in changes ; at the lea ft re- 
44 queft of thofe who befbught them beginning war, 
44 and haftening to battles as it were to a feaft." 
This charadter, given them by Jofephus, appears very 
juft} for, a little before the laft fiege of Jerufulem, 
they went, at the entreaty of the zealots, to afliffc 
them againft the prieftsand people, and there, toge- 
ther with the zealots, murdered Ananias, the high- 
prieft, and committed the mo ft unheard of cruelties. 

There was, however, to be a time when the elder 
fliould have the dominion, and fliake off the yoke 
of the younger. 44 And it fhall come to pafs, when 
44 thou fhalt have dominion, that thou Ihalt break 
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" his yoke from off thy neck/' It is not here faid 
or meant that the Edomites fliould have dominion 
over the feed of Jacob, but /imply have dominion, 
as they had when they appointed a king of their own. 
The whole of this fcntcncc is, in the Jcrufalcm Tar- 
gum, thus paraphrafed : " And it fliall be when 
" the fons of Jacob attend to the law, and obferve 
4t the precepts, they fiiallimpofe the yoke of fervi- 
" tudc upon thy neck; but when they fliall turn 
" away themfelves from lludying the law, andne- 
a gle<5t the precepts, behold then thou fhalt fliake 
14 off the yoke of fervitudc from thy neck." 

It was David who impofed the yoke on the Edo- 
mites, (at which time the Jewifh people ftritfly ob- 
ferved the law,) arid it was very galling from the 
firft. Towards the latter end of Solomon's reign, 
Hadad, the Edoniite of the blood royal, who had 
been carried into Egypt in his childhood, returned 
into his own country, and raifed fome difturbances, 
but was not able to recover his throne, his fubjefts 
being over-awed by the garrifons which David had 
placed among them; and in the reigns of the fuc- 
ceeding princes of Judea they were totally fub- 
dued. 

Wa come now to the laft part of the prophecy, 
which predicts that, in all fpiritual gifts and graces, 
the younger fliould be greatly fuperior to the elder, 
and be the happy inftrumcnt of conveying the 
bl effing to all nations. " In thee and in thy feed 
cc fhail all the families of the earth be blefled." And 
hitherto are to be referred in their full force thofe 
expreftions ; u Let people ferve thee, and nations 
" bow down unto thee : curfed be every one that 
cc curfeth thee, and blefled be he that bleffeth thee/* 
The fame protnife was made to Abraham in the 
name of God : " I will blefs them that blefs thee, 
tc and curfc him that curfeth thee." Gen. xii. 3. 

jscobmorc, Jacob was a man of more religion, and believed 
SanEfau. the Divine promifes more than Efau. The pofte- 

rity of Jacob likewife prcferved the true religion, 
and the worfliip of one God, while the Edomites 
were funk into idolatry. Of the feed of Jacob was 
to be born the Saviour of the world. This was the 
peculiar privilege and advantage of Jacob, to be 
the happy inftrument of conveying thefe fpiritual 
bleflings to all nations. 

The whole of this prophecy, if properly traced 
from the beginning, will appear to have been molt 
ftri&ly fulfilled. We find the nation of the Edo- 
mites were feveral times conquered by, and made 
tributary to, the Jews, but never the nation of the 
Jews to the Edomites > and the Jews have been the 
more confiderable people, more known in the 
world, and more famous in hiftory. We have, in- 
deed, very little more of the hiftory of the Edo- 
mites than what is connected with that of the Jews : 
3nd where is the name of the nation at this time ? 
They were fwallowed up and loft, partly among 
the Nabathcen Arabs, and partly among the Jews ; 
and, at length, the very name of them was abolifhed 
and difufed. 

Thus was fulfilled the prophecies of the other in- 
fpired men. See Jeremiah xlix. 7, &c. &c. 
kiel xxv. ia, &c. Joel iii. 19. Amos i. 1 1 , &c. and 
laftly, the prophet Obadiah. At this very time 
we fee the Jews fubfiftingas a diftincT: people, while 
the Edomites arc no more : and thus is amply ful- 
filled the words of the latter prophet: " For thy vio- 
" lence againft thy brother Jacob, fliame fliall cover 
44 thee, and thou flialt be cut off for ever." And 
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again, ** there fliall not be any remaining of the 
" houfe of Efau, for the Lord hath fpoken it." 
See Obadiah, ver. 10 and 18. 

CHAP. IV. 

Containing an account of the prophecies of Jacob re- 
lative to his pojierity, but more particularly his fin 
Judah. 



E find two promifcs in the blefling beftowed 
upon Jacob, one of which is of a temporal, 
and the other of a fpiritual, nature. The firft was 
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the promife of the land of Canaan ; and the fecond, 
thcpromifc of the feed in which all the nations of 
the earth fliould be blefled. Thefe promifc* were Tfic 
firft made to Abraham, then repeated to ifaac, and phecfeTof 
afterwards confirmed to Jacob, who,, a (hort time J* QoUt 
before his death, bequeathed them to his pofterity. 

The inheritance of the land of Canaan might be 
fliared and divided among all his fons, but the 
blefled feed could defcend only from one. Accord- 
ingly Jacob afligned to each a portion of the for- 
mer, but limited the latter to the tribe of Judah J . 
and, at the fame time, iketched out the characters 
and fortunes of the different tribes into which th'6 
people were to be divided. 

Jofeph being the favourite fon of Jacob, he adopt- jofeph hi* 
ed his two fons Manafleh and Ephraim for his own ; f** oritc 
but foretold, that the younger (hould be the greater 
of the two. 
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ample manner ; for the tribe of Ephraim 
fo numerous and powerful, that it was iometimes 
put for all the ten tribes of Ifrael.* 

Of Reuben, the elder fori of Jacob, it is faid, j aC ob», 
" Unliable as water, thou flialt not excel." Gen. P'°P. hcc ) r 
xlix. 4. And what is there recorded great orexcel- Reuben?* 
lent of the tribe of Reuben ? In number and power 
they were inferior to feveral other tribes. 

■ 

Of Simeon and Levi it is faid, "I wifl divide of Simeon 
tc them in Jacob, and fcatter them in Ifrael." And andLcvi - 
was not this eminently fulfilled in the tribe of Levi, 
who had no portion or inheritance of their own, but 
were difperfed among the other tribes ? Neither had 
the tribe of Simeon any inheritance properly of tlieir 
own, but only a portion in the midft of the tribes of 
Judah, from whence feveral of them afterwards went 
in fearch of new habitations, and were thereby di- 
vided from the reft of their brethren; 

Of Zebulun it is faid, c< He fliall dwell at the ofZcbu- 
u haven of the fca, and fliall be for an haven ofiun. 
ct fliips." And accordingly the tribe of Zebulun 
extended from the Sea of Galilee to the Mediterra- 
nean, where they had commodious havens for fhips. 

Of Benjamin it is faid, " He fliall raven as a ofBenja- 
" wolf/' And was not that a fierce and warlike nia ' 
tribe, as appears in feveral inftances, and particu- 
larly in the cafe of the Levitc's wife, when they 
alone waged war againft all the other tribes, 
overcame them in two battles. See Judges xx. 

In like manner Jacob characterizes all the other of judah; 
tribes, and foretcls their temporal condition, and 
that of Juddh as well as the reft. But to Jiidah he 
particularly bequeaths the fpiritual blefling, and de- 
livers it in much the fame form of words as it was 
delivered to him. Ifaac had faid to Jacob, 16 Let 
ct people ferve thee, and nations bow down to thee; 
" be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's 
" fons bow down to thee." Gen. xxvii. 29. And 
here Jacob faith to Judah, " Thou art he whom 
iC thy brethren fliall praife ; thy hand fliall be in the 
" neck of thine enemies; thy father's children fhall 
u bowdown before thee." And it is added, u The 
cc fceptre fhall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 
" giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come, 
cc and unto him fliall the gathering of the people 

There are feveral things to be attended to in this Expiana- 
remarkable prophecy relative to Judah, We are p^fja! 
told that Judah's brethren fliould " praife him," c ? b ' s . P ro - 



and 



p 

and that 44 his hand fliould be in the neck of his ETJ 
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' This was remarkably fulfilled in the J } i5 J ^? 11 
local fitiiation of the tribe of Judah; for their be- 
ing fo near the Arabians obliged them to be conti- 
nually on their guard ; and as they were, for the 
moftpart, fuccefsful, fo it may be juftly faid, that 
"the hand of Judah was in the neck of his ene- 
mies," and that his brethren praifed him for (land- 
ing up in their defence. It is alfo faid, that cc his 
father's children fliould bow down before him ;" 
and nothing was ever more literally fulfilled. Da- 
vid, in whofe family the royal fovereignty was 
placed, was%of the tribe of Judah, and to him all 
the other tribes bowed down. 
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During the time of Jofhua's wars with the Ca- 
naahites, the tribe of Judah was more cliftinguifhed 
for itsvalour than the'others ; and it appears, from 
the book of Judges, that they were always the mod 
forward to engage with the common enemy. When 
it is faid, that 44 the fcepter fliall not depart from Ju- 
dah/' it implies, that it fliould depart from all thofe 
of the other tribes who fliould enjoy it. Thus it 
departed from the tribe of Benjamin on the death 
of Saul ; and it is well known that the ten tribes 
were carried away captive, and incorporated with 
other nations, while that of Benjamin put itfelf un- 
der the protection of Judah. 

The expreflion 41 until Shiloh come," evidently 
and inconteftibly means till the coming of the Mef- 
iiah. 

44 And unto him fhalt.the gathering of the peo- 
44 pie be." If we underftand this of Judah, that 
the other tribes fliould be gathered to that, it was 
in fome meafure fulfilled by the people going up fo 
frequently as they did to Jerufalem, which was in 
the tribe of Judah. in order to obtain juftice in dif- 
ficult cafes, and to worfhip God in his holy temple. 

Upon the divifions of the kingdoms of Ifrael and 
Judah, the tribe of Benjamin, and the priefts and 
Levites, and feveral out of all the other tribes, 
went over to Judah, and were fo blended and incor- 
porated together, lhat they are more than once 
fpoken of as one tribe. And it is exprefsly faid, 
(i Kings xii. ao.) " there was none that followed 
44 the houfe of David, but the tribe of Judah only." 
All the reft were fwallowed up in that tribe, and 
conliderec! as parts and members of the fame. 

In like manner, when the lfraelites were carried 
away captive into Aflyria, it is faid, 44 there was 
4t none left but the tribe of Judah only j" and yet 
we know that the tribe of Benjamin, and many of 
the other tribes, then remained ; but they are rec- 
koned as one and the fame tribe with Judah Nay, 
at that very time there was a remnant of Ifrael that 
efcaped from the Aflyrians, and went and adhered 
to Judah ; for we find afterwards that, in the reign 
of J:ofiah, there were fome of Manafleh and Ephra- 
im, and of the remnant of Ifrael, who contributed 
money towards repairing the temple, as well as Ju- 
dah and Benjamin. iChron.xxxiv. 9. And, at the 
folemn celebration of the paffover, fome " of Ifrael 
were prefent" as well as " all Judah, and the in- 
habitants of Jerufalem." When the people return- 
ed from the Babytonifh captivity, then again feve- 
ral of the tribes of Ifrael aflbciated themfelves, 
and returned with Judah and Benjamin. In (hort, 
at fo many different times, and upon fuch different 
occafions, were the other tribes gathered to that of 
Judah, that the latter became the general name of 
the whole nation ; and, after the Babylonifli capti- 
vity, they were no longer called the 44 people of 
Ifrael," but the 44 Jews, or people of Judah." 

The government of the tribe of Judah fubfifted, 
in fome form or other, from the death of Jacob to 
the laft deftrudtion of Jerufalem ; but then it was 
utterly broken and ruined : then the fcepter departed^ 
ami hath been departed from that time to the pre- 
fent. 

It may not be improper here to add a juft obfer- 
vation made on the fubjedt by the learned prelate 
bithop Sherlock. 14 As the tribe of Benjamin (fays 
he) annexed itfelf to the tribe of Judah as its head, 
fo it ran the fame fortune with it: they went toge- 
ther into captivity, they returned home together, 
and were both in being when Shiloh came This 
alfb was foretold by Jacob, 44 Benjamin (hall raven 
" as a wolf: in the morniug he fliall devour the 
u prey, and at night he fhall divide the fpoil." The 
morning and night here can be nothing elfe but the 
morning and night of the Je wifli ftate for this ftate 
is the fubject of all Jacob's prophecy from one end 
to the other ; and confequently it is here foretold of 
Benjamin, that he fhould continue to the very laft 
times of the Jewifli ftate. This interpretation is 
confirmed by Mofes's prophecy ; for the prophecy of 
Mofesis, in truth, an expofitiou of Jacob's. 44 Ben- 
<c jamin," faith Mofes, 44 fhall dwell in fafcty ; the 



" Lord fhall cover him all the day long." Dcut. 
xxxiii. ia. What is this 44 all theday long ?" The 
fame certainly as " the morning and night." Does 
not, therefore, this import a promife of a longer 
continuance to Benjamin than to the other tribes ? 
And was it not molt exa&ly fulfilled ?" 

We fliall only obferve farther, with refpecft to this 
prophecy, that the completion of it furnifhes us 
with an invincible argument, not only that the 
M efflah has come, but that our Blefted Redeemer 
is the very perfon. The fcepter was not to depart 
from Judah until the Meffiah fliould come ; but the 
fcepter hath long been departed, and confequently 
the Meffiah hath been long come. The fceptre de- 
parted at the final deftrudtion of Jerufalem, and 
hath been departed now more than fevenreen cen- 
turies, and confequently the Meffiah came a little 
before that period ; fo that prejudice itfelf cannot 
long make any doubt concerning the reality of the 
perfon. Every man, therefore, of ferious refle&ion., 
muft fay as Simon Peter faid to Jefus, 44 Lord, to 
44 whom fliall we go ? thou haft the words of eter- 
u nallife. And we believe and are fure that thou 
44 art the Chrift, the fon of the living God." John 
vi. 68*, 69. 

CHAP. V. 



The prophecies of Mofes, the great law-gtver<> concern* 

ing the Jews. 
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OSES, a ftiort time before his death, deliver- 



Prophcdtj 



ed many prophecies to the Jews, in which he of Mofct 
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predicted the great bleflings that would be beftowed SS^ 1 
upon them, if they paid a proper attention to the 
laws he had given them ; and, on the contrary, the 
heavy curfes that would unavoidably fall upon them, 
if they became refradlory and difbbedient to the 
Divine will. Thefe prophecies are contained in the 
aSth chapter of Deuteronomy ; and the greater part 
of them to relate to the curfes that fhould fall on the 
Jews in cafe of their difobedience ; all which have 
been fince moft ftri&ly fulfilled, as will appear from 
the following obfervations. 

Thefe prophecies commence at the 49th verfe of 
the before-mentioned chapter, in which it is faid, 
44 The Lord fhall bring a nation againft thee from 
44 far. from the end of the earth, as fwif t as the eagle 
44 thatflieth, a nation whofe tongue thou fhalt not 
44 underftand." This was fulfilled in the Chal- 
deans, who may be juftly faid to have come from 
far in comparison with the Moabites, Philiftines, 
and others, who frequently invaded Judea, and 
committed depredations in various parts of the 
country. 

The like defcription of the Chaldeans is given by xhcCll ^ 
the prophet Jeremiah : 44 Lo, I will bring a nation 
44 upon you from far, O houfe of Ifrael, faith the t he pro.' 

Lord : it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient na- p^JJ 0 * 
44 tion, a nation whofe language thou knoweft not, m! 
44 neither underftandeft what they fay." Jeremiah 
v. 15. He likewife compares the enemies of the 
Jews to the eagles. 44 Our perfecutors (fays he)' 
jj <4 are fwifter than the eagles of the heaven : they 
44 purfued us upon the mountains, they laid wait 
44 for us in the wildcrnefs." Lam. iv. 9. 

In the 50th verfe of the a8th chapter of Deutero- 
nomy, the people, who were to be the perfecutors of 
the Jews, are thus farther chara&erized. And they 
fliall be 44 a nation of fierce countenance, which 
44 fhall not regard the perfon of the old, nor (hew 
44 favour to the young." Such were the Glial* 
deans ; and the facred hiftorian exprefsly faith, that, 
for the wickednefs of the Jews, God 44 brought 
44 upon them the king of the Chaldees, who flew 
44 their young men with the fword, in the houfe of 
44 their fandluary, and had no compaflion upon 
44 young man or maiden, old men, or him that 
44 ftooped for age ; he gave them all into his 
44 hand." aChron. xxxvi. 17. 
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44 And he fliall beficgc thee in all they gates, until 
* 4 thy high and fenced walls conic down wherein 
44 thou trailed ft throughout all thy land/' This 
was accordingly fulfilled ; for u Sennacherib, king 
44 of Aflyria, came up again ft all the fenced cities ot 
44 Judah, and took them/' a Kings xviii. 13. And 
Nebuchadnezzar, and his captains, took and fpoiled 
Jerufalem, burnt the city and temple, and 4 * brake 
44 down the walls of Jerufalem round about/* 
a Kings xxv. 10. 

The Romans likewife (as we are informed by Jo- 
fephus, in his Hiftory of the Jewifli Wars) demolifli- 
cd feveral fortified places before they befieged and 
deftroyed Jerufalem. And the Jews who inhabited 
that city, may very juftly be faid to have 44 trufted in 
their high and fenced walls," for they feldom ven- 
tured a battle in the open field. They confided in 
the ftrength and fituation of Jerufalem, as the Jebu- 
fites (the former inhabitants of the place) had done 
before them : 44 Who (hall come down againft us ? 
44 or who fhall enter into our habitations ?" Jere- 
miah xxi. 13. 

Jerufalem, indeed, was a very ftrong place, and 
wonderfully fortified both by nature and art. And 
yet, how many times was it taken previous to its 
final deftrudfcion by Titus ? It was taken- by Shifliak, 
king of Egypt, by Nebuchadnezzar, by Antiochus 
Epiphanes, by Pompey, by Socius, and, laftly, by 
Herod, 

The Jews, in thefe fieges, were to fuffer great 
hardfhips, but more particularly by famine. Ac- 
cordingly, when the king of Aflyria befieged Sama- 
ria, there was a great famine in that city ; 44 and 
* 4 behold they befieged it* until an afs's head was 
i4 fold for four pieces of filver, and the fourth part 
44 of a cab of doves dung for five pieces of filver/* 
a Kings vi. 2,5. When Nebuchadnezzar befieged 
Jerufalem, 44 the famine prevailed in the city, and 
44 there was no bread for the people of the land/' 
a Kings xxv. 3. And in the laft liege of Jerufalem, 
by the Romans, there was a moft dreadful famine in 
the city. 

Thus was literally fulfilled the words of Mofes, 
who fays, the man's 44 eye fliall be evil towards his 
44 brother, and towards the wife of his bofom, and 
€C towards his children, becaufe he hath nothing 
44 left him in the fiege, and in the ftraitnefs where- 
44 with thine enemies fhall diftrefs thee in all thy 
44 gates/' and, in like manner, the woman's 44 eye 
* fhall be evil towards the hufband of her bofom, 
44 and towards her fon, and towards her daughter/' 
See Deut. xxviii. 54, &c. 

According to another part of this prophecy, great 
numbers of the Jews were to be deftroyed. 46 And 
44 ye fliall be left few in number, whereas ye were as 
44 the ftars of heaven for multitude/* Deut. xxviii. 
6a. Not to mention any other of the calamities and 
flaughters which they have undergone, there was, 
in the fiege of Jerufalem, an infinite multitude that 
periflied by famine. There certainly is not a nation 
upon the earth that hath been expofed to fo many 
maflacres and perfecutions as the Jews. Their hi£- 
tory abounds with them ; and if God had not been 
plealed to have given them a promife of a numer- 
ous pofterity, they muft, many hundred years ago, 
have been totally extirpated* 

The prophecy farther faith, that they fliould be 
uiid WS carr * e d into Egypt, and there fold for flaves. "And 
tfpt.anJ <c the Lord (hall bring thee into Egypt again, with 
Was « fljjp S . anc j there ye fliall be fold .unto your ene- 

44 mies for bondmen and bondwomen/' Deut. 
xxviii. 68. They had, indeed, come out of Egypt 
triumphant, but now they were to return thither as 
flaves. They had, on their coming out, walked 
through the lea as on dry land, but now they were to 
be carried thither in Jhips. They might be carried 
thither in the fliips of the Tyrian or Sidonian mer- 
chants, or by the Romans, who had a fleet in the 
Mediterranean ; and this was certainly a much fafer 
way of conveying fo many prifoners, then fending 
them by land. 



NT 



CA 



That this part of the prophecy was fulfilled, evi- 
dently appears from various accounts. In the reigns 
of the two firft Ptolemies, many of the Jews were 
fent into Egypt as flaves. And when Jerufalem was 
taken by Titus, he fent the greater part of thofc cap- 
tives, who were upwards ot fevcriteen years of age, 
to the works* in Egypt : fuch as were under that age 
he fold for flaves ; but fo little care was taken of 
them, that no lefs than eleven thoufand pcriftied for 
want. This is confirmed by St. Jerome, who fays, 
that, 44 after their laft overthrow, many thoufands 
of them were fold : that thofc who could not be fold, 
were tranfported into Egypt, and periflied by (hip- 
wreck or famine, or were maflacred by the inha- 
bitants/* 

44 And ye fliall be plucked from off the land whi- The £0*. 
" ther thou goeft to poflefs it/' Deut. xxviii. 63. 2£S?5 
This was amply fulfilled when the ten tribes were to capsiri* 
carried into captivity by the king of Aflyria, and ty * 
other nations were planted in their ftead ; and when 
the two other tribes were carried away captives to 

Babylon ; befides other captives and tranfportations 
of the people at different periods. Afterwards, when 
the emperor Adrian had fubdued the rebellious Jews* 
he publiflied an edidt, in which he not only forbad 
them, on pain of death, from letting foot 5n Jerufa- 
lem, but prohibited them from even entering into 

the country of Judea. From that time to the pre-*' 
fent, Judea has been in the pofleflion of foreign lords 
and matters, few of the Jews dwelling in it, and thofe 
only of a very low and fcrvile condition. This has 
been clearly proved by feveral modern travellers, 
particularly Mr- Sandys, who, in fpeaking of the 
Holy Land, fays, 44 it is for the moft part now inha- 
bited by Moors and Arabians ; the one pofleffing the 
vallies, and the other the mountains. Turks there 
be few ; but many Greeks, with other Chriftians, of 
all feds and nations, fuch as impute to the place an 
adherent holinefs. Here are alfo fome Jews, yet 
they inherit no part of the land, but live as aliens in 
their own country/* 

Thus have the Jews been 44 plucked from off the 
44 land which they poflefled/ 1 But this was not all, 
for, according to the prophecy they were to be cliC- 
perfed into all nations : 44 And the Lord fliall fcatter 
k4 thee among all people, from one end of the earth 
44 unto the other/' Deut. xxviii. 64. Thefewords 
were partly fulfilled in the Babylonifli captivity ; 
but they have been more amply fulfilled fince the 
great difperfion of the Jews by the Romans. What 
people, indeed^ have been fcattered fo far and wide 
as they ? and where is the nation which isaftranger 
to them, or to which they are ftrangers ? They 
fwarm in many parts of the eaft, and are fpread 
through moft of the countries in Europe and Africa. 
In fliort, they are to be found in all places where there 
is a circulation of trade and money, and may, pro- 
perly fpeaking, be called the brokers of the whole 
w orld . 

It was likewife foretold by Mofes, that, though 
they fliould be fo difperfed, they fliould not be 
totally deftroyed, but fliould ftill fubfift as a diftindt 
people : 44 And yet for all that, when they be in 
44 the land of their enemies, 1 will not caft them 
44 away, neither will I abhor them, to deftroy them 
44 utterly, and to break tny covenant with them/* 
Lcvit. xxvi. 44. This part of the prophecy hath 
been moft ftri&ly fulfilled ; for (as a celebrated 
writer obferves) 44 The Jewifli nation, like the bufli 
of Mofes, hath been always burnings but never 
confumcd/' And what an aftonifliing thing it is to 
think, that, after fo many wars, battles, and lieges ; 
after fo many fires, famines, and peftilences; after 
fo many rebellions, maflacres, and perfecutions; 
after fo many years of captivity , flavery, and mifery, 
they have not been utterly deftroyed, but are ftill 
fcattered among all nations, and fubfift as a diftindt 
people ! 

They were to fiiffer greatly in their difperfion, 
and not to reft long in any place. 44 And amongx^j^, 
44 thefe nations thou (halt find no cafe, neither fliall n0E *° re& 
44 the fple of thy foot have reft." Deut. xxxiii 6 5 .%lf e aMT 
This likewife hath been amply fulfilled ; for fo 
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far have tlicy been from finding reft, that they have 

been banifbed from city to city, and from country to 
country. In many places they have been banifhed, 
recalled, and then batiifhcd again * 

But they were not only to be banifhed from their 
own country, and difbeHTed into various parts 
throughout the world, but likewife, wherever they 
went, were to be " opprefTed and fpoiled evermore/' 
and their •'houfes" and " vineyards," their " oxen" 
and "afTes," to be takeh from them. 
a9, &c. That this has been ftri&Iy fulfilled, will 
evidently appear, when we conlider the very fre- 
quent and great feizures that have been made of 
their effedls in alhioft all countries. How often has 
heavy fines been laid on them by the princes of the 
different nations in which they have dwelt ? and how 
often have they been obliged to fecure their lives by 
the forfeiture of their poffeffions ? Of this there 
have been innumerable inftances, and fome even in 
our own coqntry; King Henry III. of England, 
always laid a heavy tax on the Jews at every low 
ebb of his fortunes. " One Abraham, (fays a cele- 
brated writer,} who was found a delinquent, was 
forced to pay feven hundred marks for his redemp- 
tion. Aaron, another Jew, protefted, that the king 
had taken from him, at times, thirty thoufand 
marks of lilver, befides two hundred marks of gold. 
And in lil^e manner he ufed many others of the 
Jews." And when they were banifhed, in the reign 
of Edward I. all their eftates were confifcated to the 
crown. 

c< *Their fons and daughters fhould be given unto 
cc another people." Deut.xxviii. 3** This has been 
likewife fulfilled ; for, in feveral countries, but more 
particularly in Spain and Portugal, their children 
have been taken from them, by order of the govern- 
ment, to be educated inthepopifh religion. 

" And they fhould be mad for the fight of their 
w eyes which they fhould fee/* Deut. xxviii. 34. 
That this part of the prophecy has been moft amply 
fulfilled we have the cleared evidence ; for into what 
madnefs, fury, and defperation, have they repeat- 
edly been driven by the cruel ufage, extortions, and 
oppreffions they have undergone at different periods, 
and in different parts of the world. 

The prophecy farther tells us, that they * c fhould 
c< become anaftonifhment, a proverb, and a by-word 
€i to all nations." Deut* xxviii. 37. And do we not 
hear and fee this part of the prophecy fulfilled 
every day ? Is not the avarice, ufury, and hard- 
heartednefs of a Jew grown proverbial ? and are 
not their perfons generally odious among all forts of 
people i Mahometans, heathens, and Christians, 
however they may difagree in other points, yet ge- 
nerally agree in vilifying, abufing, and perfecuting 
the Jews. In moft places where they are tolerated, 
they live in a feparate quarter by themfelves, and 
wear fome badge of diftindtion. Their very coun- 
tenances commonly diftinguifh them from the reft 
of mankind ; and they are, in all refpe&s, treated as 
if they were of another fpecics. 

< 

Laftly, i€ their plagues fhould be wonderful, even 

<C £f^ at P' a £ uea > anc * of long continuance. ,J Deut. 
xxviii. 59. And have not their plagues continued 
upwards of feventeen hundred years ? What nation 
hath fuftered fo much, and yet continued fo long ? 
What nation hath fubfifted as a diftindt people in 
their own country fo long as thefe have done in their 
difperfion into all countries ? And what a ftanding 
miracle is this exhibited to the view and obfervation 
of the whole world ! 

Thefe aftonifhing prophecies were delivered up- 
wards of three thoufand years ago, and, from the 
fulfilment of them, which we fee every day taking 
place in the world, are theftrongeft proofs that can 
be given of the Divine legation of Mofes. They 
are truly, as Mofes foretold they would be, " a fign 
u and a wonder for ever. Moreover, all thefe curfes 
cc (hall come upon thee, and fhall purfue thee and 
" overtake thee, till thou he deftroyed ; becaufe 
" thou hearkeneft not unto the voice of the Lord 
" they God, to keep his commandments, and his 
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14 ftatutes which lie commanded thee * 
u fhall be upon thee for a fign and for 
" and upon thy feed for ever/' Deut 
46. 

CHAP. VI. 

The prophecies of Jeremiah^ Ifaiah, Micah, Ezekiel, and 

other prophets^ relative to the Jews. 

THt great legiflator Mofes was not the only per- 
fon who foretold the pun i foments tobeinflidted 
on the Jews for their manifold tranfgreffions. The 
like was foretold by many other perfons, who re- 
ceived the fpirit of infpiration. Thefe prophecies 
were delivered at different periods, and were defign- 
ed to reform the Jews from the wicked courfeof life 
to which they were naturally addi&ed 5 but as they 
continued inflexible, the prophecies denounced a- 
gainft them were iiri&ly fulfilled. 

It was among others of the prophecies foretold, The 
that the ten tribes of Ifrael fhould be carried away tuyottSe 
captives by the king of Affyria ; and that the two re- $£ ,fwt * 
maining tribes of Judah and Benjamin fhould be 
made captives by the king of Baby Ion ; but with this 
difference, that the two tribes fhould be reftored, 
and return from their captivity, but the ten tribes 
fhould be totally annihilated. 

The time when the captivity of the two tribes of The pro. 
Judah and Benjamin was to take place, as alfo thatP*£^ 
of their reftoration, was foretold by the prophet J c . ]crcau * 
remiah. " This whole land fhall be a defolation, 
<c and an aftonifhment ; and thefe nations fhall ferve 
<c the king of Babylon feven ty years." Jcr. xxv. 
11. And again, " Thus faith the Lord, that after 

feventy years be accomplifhed at Babylon, I will 
4C vifit you, and perform my good word towards 

you, in caufing you to return to this place/'. Jcr. 
xxix. 10. 

This prophecy was delivered in the fourth year of 
Cc Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, which 
« c was the firft year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Ba~ 
4C bylon/* Jer. xxv. 1 . In the fame year the pro- 
phecy began to take place j for Nebuchadnezzar 
invaded Judea, befieged and took Jerufalem, made 
Jehoiakim his fubjedt and tributary, and transported 
the fineft children of the royal family, and of the no- 
bility, to Babylon, to be brought up as flaves in his 
palaces* He likewife deftroyed the temple, carried 
away thefacred vcflels, and placed them in the tem- 
ple of his idol Bel at Babylon. Almoft the whole 
of the inhabitants of Judea and Jerufalem were car- 
ried into captivity, there being only a few, of very 

poor and mean condition, left to till and cultivate 
the land. 

In this fituation they remained for feventy years, 
when Cyrus, king of Babylon, ifTued a proclamation 
for thereftoration of the Jews, and for thercbuiiding 
of the temple of Jerufalem. In confequence of this 
the Jews immediately returned to their own coun- 
try, and difperfed themfelves into the refpedtivc 
cities they had formerly inhabited. The temple 
was begun, and carried on with great affiduity for 
fome time, but, by the great interruption they met 
with from the Samarians, was not nnifhed till the 
reign of Darius, when all things were again reftored 
to their former ftate. And thus was fulfilled the 
prophecy of Jeremiah, relative to the two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin. , 

The prophecy againft the ten tribes of Ifrael was pfo Ucf 
much more fevere than that againft the other two. apLttthe 
The tribe of Ephraim, which was the chief of thefe, tcfl *** 
is often put for the whole ten ; and it was predicted 
that "within threefcore and four years fhall Ephraim 
" be broken that it be not a people/' Ifaiah vii. 8. 
This prophecy was delivered in the firft year of 
Ahaz, king of Judah, when Rezin, king of Syria, 
and Pekah, king of Ifrael, formed a conjunction to 
reduce Jerufalem ; and it was to comfort Ahaz, and 
the houfe of David, in thefe difficulties anddiftreffes, 
that the prophet Ifaiah was commiifioned to afTure 
him, that the kings of Syria and Ifrael fhould re- 
main only the heads of their refpedtive cities $ that 
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tliey ftiould not prevail againft Je/uf 
within fixty and five years, lfrael fhould be fo broken 
that it fhould be no more a people. 

The fulfilment of this prophecy commenced in the 
reign of Ahaz, when T igl a t h-pil e fe r took many of 
the lfraelites, u even the Reubenites, and the Gad- 
'* ites, and the half tribe of Manafieh, and all the 
64 land of Naphtali, and carried them captive into 
44 Aflyria, and broughthem unto Halah, and Habor, 
44 and Ifara, and to the river Gozan." i Chron. v. 
a6. a Kings xv. ajj. His fon Salmanefer, in the reign 
of Hezekia, took Samaria, and carried away ftill 
greater numbers " unto Aflyria, and put them in 
44 Holah and in Habor by the river of Gozan/* (the 
fame places where their brethren had been carried 
before them,) 44 and in the cities of the Medes." 
a Kings xviii. 1 1 • His fon Sennacherib came up alfo 
againft Hezekiah, and all the fenced cities of Ju- 
dah; but his army was miraculoufly defeated, and 
he himfelf was forced to return with fliame and dis- 
grace into his own country* where he was murdered 
by two of his fons. a Kings xvii. 19. Another of 
his fons, Efarhaddon, fucceeded him on the thrones 
but it was fome time before he could recover his 
kingdom from thefe diforders, and think of reducing 
Syria and Paleftine again to his obedience : and then 
it was, and not till then, that he compleated the 
ruin of the ten tribes, carried away the remains of 
the people, and, to prevent the land from becoming 
defulate, 44 brought men from Babylon, and from 
44 Cuthah, and from Hava, and from Hamath, and 
44 from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities 
44 of Samaria, inftead of the children of lfrael." 
a Kings xvii. 24. Ephraim was broken from being a 
kingdom before, but it was now broken from being 
a people. And from that time to this, what account 
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and that, || mained, or whether they returned, this prophecy of 

1X511 fulfilled j the kingdom, the, common- 
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wealth, the ftatc of lfrael was Utterly broken ; they 
no longer fubfifted as a diftiuct people from judah ; 
they no longer maintained afeparate religion; they 
joined themfelves to the Jews, from whom they had 
been unhappily divided j they loft the name of lfrael 
as a name of diftin&iori, and were thenceforth all itk 
common called Jews. 

- 

it appears, from the book- of Eft her, that there £ rcat 
were great numbers of Jews in all the hundred tweri- number* 
ty and (even provinces of the kingdom of Ahafuerus, £xfi^ tt 
or Artaxerxes Longimanus, king of Perfia, and they 
could not all be the remains of the two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, who had refufed to return to 
Jerufalem with their brethren i they ftiuft, at l«aft 
many of them, have been the defcendants of the ten 
tribes, whom the kings of Aflyria had carried away 
captive ; but yet they are all fpoken of as one and 
the fame people : and all, without diftin&ion, are de- 
nominated Jews. 

We read, in the A&s of the Apoftles, that there 
went to Jerufalem, to celebrate the feaft of Pentecoft, 
44 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwel- 
44 lers in Mefopotamia." Afts ii. 9. Thefe men 
came from the countries wherein the ten tribes had 
been placed, and, in all probability, were therefore 
fome of their pofterity ; but thefe, as well as the reft, 
are ftiled " Jews, devout men, out of every nation 
u under heaven." Aftsii.5. Thofe alfo of the ten 
tribes, who returned to Jerufalem, united with the 
two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and formed but 
one nation, one body of Jews. They might, perhaps, 

for fome ages, have preferved their genealogies ; 
but they were now incorporated together; and the 
diftin&ion of tribes and families is, in a great mea- 



can be given of the people of lfrael as dittinc! from ™ 44 i T 11* / u 

thofe of Judah ? Where have they fubfifted all this J^ft among them ; and they have all, from the 

? And where is their fituation, or what their Babylomfh captivity to elm day, been comprehended 



time 

prefent condition I 

At their firft difperfion they were carried into Af- 
lyria and Media j and if they fubfifted any where, it 
is reafonable to imagine they might be found there 
in great abundance. But this is not the cafe ; neither 
are they to be found in any of thofe parts where it 
has been aflerted, by different Jewifh writers, they 
took up their refidence. It is the opinion of fome, 
that they returned into their own country, with the 
other two tribes, after the Babylonifh captivity. 
The decree, indeed, of Cyrus, extended to 44 all the 
44 people of God Ezra i. 3. and that of Artaxerxes 
to 44 all the people lfrael 5" vii. 13. and no doubt 
but many of the Israelites, took advantage of thefe 
decrees, and returned with Zerubbabel and Ezra to 
their own cities. But ftill the main body of the ten 
tribes remained behind; and if the whole did not 
return at this time, they cannot be fuppofed to have 
returned in a body at any time after ; for we do not 
read of any fuch circumftance in hiftory, neither of 
the time or occafion of their return. The celebrated 
dean of Prideaux fays, 44 the ten tribes of lfrael, 
which had feparated from the houfe of David, were 
brought to a full and utter deftruction, and never 
after recovered themfelves again. For thofe who 
were thus carried away, (excepting only fome few 
who, joining themfelves to the Jews in the land 
of their captivity, returned with them,) foon going 
into the ufages and idolatry of the nations among 
whom they were planted, (to which they were too 
much addicted while in their own land,) after a 
time became wholly abforbed, and fwallowed up in 
them, and thence utterly lofing their name, their 
language, and their memorial, were never after 
fpoken of." 

But if the whole race of lfrael became thus ex- 
tin&, and periflied for ever, it may be alked, how 
can the numerous prophecies be fulfilled, which 
promife the future converfion and reftoration of 
lfrael as well as Judah? The truth we conceive to 
lie between thefe two opinions. Neither did they 
all return to Jerufalem, nor did all, who remained 
behind, comply with the idolatry of the Gentiles, 

among whom they lived. 
No. 54. 
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under the general name of Jews 

There were many perfons of all the ten tribes in 
being during the time of St. Paul's miniftry ; for he 
fpeaketh of 44 the twelve .tribes hoping to attain to 
44 the promife of God." A&s xxxvi. 7. And St. 
James addrefles his epiftle 44 to the twelve tribes 
44 which are fcattered abroad." James i. I • And 
there is no doubt but there are many of the defend- 
ants of the ten tribes of lfrael ftill in being, though 
they cannot be feparated from the reft. They are 
all confounded with the other Jews, and there is no 
difference between them. The Samarians, indeed, 
(of whom there are ftill fome remains at Shechem, 
and the neighbouring towns,) pretend to be the de- 
fendants of the children of lfrael; but they are real- 
ly derived from thofe nations which Efarhaddon, 
king of Aflyria, planted in the country, after he had 
carried thence the ten tribes into captivity. And it 
is for this reafon that thejews call them by no other 
name than Cuthites, which was the name of the prin- 
cipal perlbn of thofe nations. They exclaim againft 
them as the worft of heretics, and, if poffible, have a 
greater averfion to them than to the Chriftians. 

It may, perhaps, be aflced by fome, what could be Dimnaion 
the reafon that fuch a material difference and diftinc- Jj^Jjj^, 
tion fhould be made between the two tribes of Ju- of lfrael 
dah £nd Benjamin, and the ten tribes of lfrael. r^Ub* 
Why the latter ftiould be, as it were, loft in their and u«i- 
captiyity, and the former reftored, and preferved jamm# / 
feveral ages after. To this it is anfwered, that the 
ten tribes had totally revolted from God to the wor- 
fbip of the golden calves in Dan and Bethel j and 
for this, and their idolatry and wickednefs, they 
were fuffered to remain in the land of their capti- 
vity. The Jews were reftored, not fo much for 
their own fakes, as for the fake of the promifes made 
unto their forefathers, namely, the promife toju-f 
dah, that the Meflfiah fhould come of Iris tribe ; and 
the promife to David, that the Meffiah ftiould be 
born of his family. It was therefore neceflary for 
the tribe of Judah, and the families of that tribe, to 
be kept diftimft until the Divine difpenfation fhould 
be accomplifhed. But fince thefe ends have been, 
fully anfwered, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin 
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are as much confounded as any of tlic reft ; all diftmc- 
tioii of families and genealogies is loft among them ; 
and (as billion Chandler obferves) the Jews them- 
fclvcs acknowledge as much, in faying, that, when 
thcMcfliah (hall come, it will be part of his otficc 
** to fort their families, reftore theirgcnealogies, and 
fct alidc ftrangers." 

How aftonifhingly muftit engage the attention of 
the moft ferious, when they retted on the preserva- 
tion of the Jews through To many ages, notwithftand- 
ing the great efforts that have been made, at different 
periods, totally to extirpate them, and that, inftead 
of themfelves, all their enemies have been finally re- 
duced. * Bat, wonderful asthefe e.vents may appear, 
they are (till made much more fo by their being lig- 
nified beforehand by the fpirit of prophecy, as we find 
particularly in the prophet Jeremiah: cc Fear. not 
" thou, O Jacob my fervant, faith the Lord, for I am 
cc with thee ; for I will make a full end of all the na- 
" tions whither I have driven thee, but I will not 
cc make a full end of thee/' Jer. xlvi. 18. 



phanes, cruelly pcrfecuted them : and the Romans 
utterly dilfolved the Jcwilh ftate, and difperfed the 
people fo that they have never been able to recover 
their city and country from that time to the prcfent. 

And where arc now thefe great and famous monar- 
chies, which, in their time, fubdued and oppreffed 
the people of God ? are they not vaniflied, and not 
only their power, but almoft even their very names, 
loft on the earth ? The Egyptians, Aflyrians, and 
Babylonians, were overthrown, and entirely fubjuga- 
ted by the Perfians : and the Perfians (it is remark- 
able) were the reftorers of the Jews, as well as the de- 
ftroyers of their enemies. The Syro-Macedonians 
were fwallo wed up by the Romans : and the Roman 
empire,.great and powerful as it was, was broken into 
pieces by the repeated incurfions of the northern na- 
tions ; while the Jews are fubfifting as a diftintt peo- 
ple to this day. And how wonderful is it to think, 
that the vanquifhed fhould fo many ages furvive the 
victors, and the former be fpread all over the world, 
while the latter are no more ! 



There is not certainly, either in ancient or modern The divine vengeance hath not only puniftied The o p . 

' nations for their cruelties to the Jews, but hath like- thejeJi 01 

wife purfued even lingle perfons who have been their p u ™m, 
perfecutors and opprclfors. The firft-born of Pha- 
raoh wasdeftroyed, and himfelf, with his holt, drown- 
ed in the Red Sea. Moft of thofe who oppreffed If- 
rael in the days of the Judges came to an untimely 
end. Nebuchadnezzar was ftricken with macluefs, 



. hiftory, any circumftance to be found fo remarkably 
lingular as that of the prefervation of the Jews to 
the prefent period of time. They have been dif- 
perfed among all nations, and yet they are not con- 
founded with any. They (till live as a diftin£t peo- 
ple, and yet they do not live any where according 



to their own laws : they neither eleft their own en «. Nebuchadnezzar was itricken with maduefs, 
magiftrates, or enjoy the full exercife of their reli- I! an 4 the crown was foon transferred from his family 
ion. Their folemn feafts and facrifices are limited 



to one certain place, and that hath been now, for 
many ages, in the hands of ftrangers and aliens, who 
will not fuller them to come thither. No people 
on the whole face of the earth have continued un- 
mixed fo long as they have. The northern nations 
have come in great multitudes into the more fouthern 
parts of Europe ; but where are they now to be dif- 
cerned and diftinguifhed I The Gauls went forth in 
great bodies to feek their fortunes in foreign parts ; 
but what traces or footfteps of them are now re- 
maining any where ? In France, who can feparate 
the race of the ancient Gauls from the various other 
people, who, from time to time, have fettled there ? 
In Spain, who can diftinguifh exactly between the 
firft poffeflbrs the Spaniards, and the Goths and 
Moors, who conquered and kept poflciliou of the 
country for fome time ? In England, who can pre- 
tend to fay, with certainty? which families are deriv- 
ed from the ancient Britons, and which from the Ro- 
mans, or Saxons, or Danes, or Normans I The moft 
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to ftrangers. Antiochus Epiphanes died in great a- 
o;onies, with ulcers and vermin ifluing from his body, 
lo that the fihhinefs of him not only became intoler- 
able to his attendants, but even to himfelf. Herod, 
who was a cruel tyrant to the Jews, died in the like 
miferable manner. Flaccus, governor of Egypt, 
who barbaroufly plundered and oppreffed the Jews 
of Alexandria, was afterwards* banilhed and flain. 
And Caligula, who perfecuted the Jews, for 
fufing to pav Divine honour to his ftatue, was mur- 
dered in thelftower of his age, after a fhort and wick- 
ed reign. 

Ever fince the Jews have abfolutely rejected the 
gofpel, and been no longer the people of God, there 
have not been any vifible manifeftations of a Divine 
interpofition in their favour. As a punifhment for 
their infidelity, they have, for ages paft, been dif- 
perfed all over the world, without having either a 
temporal or fpiritual protector. They are defpifed 
in all parts where they inhabit, and are the general 
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cicnt and honourable pedigrees can be traced up on- II r* r & 



ly to a certain period, and beyond that there is no- 
thing but conjecture and uncertainty, obfeurity and 
ignorance. But the Jews can go up higher than any 
nation ; they can even deduce their pedigree from 
the beginning of the world. They may not know 
from what particular tribe or family they are de- 
fcended, but they know certainly that they all 
fprung from the ftock of Abraham. And yet the 
contempt with which they have been treated, and 
the hardfhips which they have undergone in almoft 
all countries, fhould, one would think, have made 
them delirous to forget or renounce their original ; 
but they profefs it, they glory in it ; and after fo 
many wars, maflacres, and perfecutions, they ftill 
fubfift, they ftill are very numerous : and what but a 
fupernaturai power could have preferved them in 
fuch a manner as no other nation upon earth hath 
been preferved ? 

While we behold, with aftonifhment, the wife 
difpenfationsof Providence, in having protected the 
Jews even to the prefent period, we cannot, without 
equal aftonifhment, refletft on the circumftance of 
his having been pleafed likewife utterly to deftroy 
their enemies. The firft oppreflbrs of the Jews were 
the Egyptians, who detained them from their own 
land, compelled them into captivity, treated them 
with great cruelty, and kept them for many years in 
bondage. The Aflyrians carried away captives the 
ten tribes of Ifrael, and the Babylonians afterwards 



Another moft diftinguifhed and memorable in- 
ftance of the truth of prophecy is, the defolation of ^fj^ 
Judea. This prophecy was delivered fo long ago as 
the time of Mofes : " I will fcatter you among the 
" heathen, and will draw out a fword after you ; and 
" your land (hall be defolate, and your cities wafte." 
Levit, xxvi. 33. It was likewife foretold by the pro- 
phet Ifaiah, who (fpeaking as prophets frequently 
did, of things future as prefent} fays, " Your coun- 
" try is defolate, your cities are burnt with fire; your 
M land, ftrangers devour it in your prefeuce, and it 
cc is defolate as overthrown by ftrangers. And the 
<c daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, 
" as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a befieged 
cr city." Ifaiah, chap. i. 7, 3, 9. This laft paffage 
may immediately relate to the times of Ahaz and 
Hezekiah ; but it muft have a further reference to' 
the devaftations made by the Chaldeans, and efpeci- 
ally by the Romans. In this fenfe it is underftood 
by moft ancient interpreters; and the following 
words imply no lefs than a general deftrudtion, and 
almoft total extinction of the people, fuch as they 
fuftered under the Chaldeans, but more fully under 
the Romans : <c Except the Lord of Holls had left 
u unto us a veryfmall remnant, we Ihould have been 
" as Sodom, and we fhould have been like unto Go- 
" morrah." 

In other places the fame thing is either exprefTed 

and hath not the ftatc of Judea now 



or implied 

for many ages been exadtly anfwerable to this do 
The Syro-wiacedoniuns, cfpccially Antiochus Epi- || fcription ? That a country Ihould be depopulated 



the two remaining tribes of Judah and Benjamin 
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and dcfolatcd by the incurious and depredations of 
foreign armicsis nothing wonderful, but that it (hoitld 

lie fo many ages in this miferable condition is more 
than man can fore fee, and could be revealed only by 
the Divine will. 

i 

The long wretched ftate of the Innd of Judea, in 
being forfaken by its original inhabitants, and left 
defolate and uncultivated, has occalioned fomc con- 
troverfy. It has been faid, fo barren a country could 
never have been 44 a land flowing with milk and ho- 
44 ney," nor have fupplied and maintained fuch mul- 
titudes as it is represented to have done. But thofe 
\tho make this obfervation, do not fee o.r confider, 
that hereby the prophecies are fulfilled. 

The i-nd From the concurrent teftimonies of thofe who beft 
0 f juiea a know it (namely, the people who inhabited it) the 
fertile ] anc j of Judea was formerly a good and fertile coun- 
try* Both Arifteas and Jpfephu.s. fpeak largely in 
commendation, of its fruitfulnefs ; and though fome- 
thiug may be allowed to national prejudices, yet they 

would hardly have had the confidence to aflert a 
thing which all the world could eafily contradift and 
difproye. Nay, there are even heathen authors who 
bear teftimony to the fruitfulnefs of the land ; tho* 
we prefume, that after the Babylonifti captivity, it 
never recovered to be again what it was before. 
Strabo, indeed, defcribes the country about Jerufa- 
lem as rocky and barren, but he commends other 
parts, particularly about Jordan and Jericho. He- 
catceus givcth it the character of one of the beft and 
moft fertile countries. And Tacitus faith, " it rain- 
c,th feldom ; the foil is fruitful ; fruits abound as with 
us ; and, belides them, . the balfam and palm-trees. 
And,, notwithftanding the long defolation of the 
land, there are ftill vifible fuch marks and tokens of 
fruitfulnefs, as may convince any one that it once 
deferved the character which is given it in the fa- 
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cred writings. 

To fatisfy thofe -who may be doubtful of the truth 
of this aflertion, we fliall take notice of the obferva- 
tions made by Mr. Maundrcll and Dr. Shaw, two in- 
genious travellers of our own nation. The firft of 
thefe fays, 44 All along this day's, travel,, from Kane 
Leban to Beer, and alfo as far as we could fee 
round, the country difcov^red a quite different 
face from what it had before ; prefenting nothing 
to the view, in moft places, but naked rocks., 
mountains, and precipices. At fight of this pil- 
grims are apt to be much aftonifhed and baulked 
in their expectations, finding that country in fuch 
an inhofpitable condition, concerning whofe 
pleafantnefs and plenty they had before formed, 
in their minds, fuch high ideas, from the defcrip- 
tion given of it in the word of God ; infomuch 
that it almoft ftartles their faith, when they reflect 
how it could be poflible for a land like this to (up- 
ply food for fo prodigious a number of inhabitants 
as are faid to have been polled in the twelve tribes 
at one time; the number given in by Jaob (aSam. 
xxiv.) amounting to no lels than thirteen hundred 
thoufand fighting men, befides women and chil- 
dren. But it is certain that any man, who is not 
biafled to infidelity, «wy fee, as he pafles along, 
arguments enough to fupport his faith again li 
fuch fcruples. For it is obvious for any one to 
obferve, that thefe rocks and hills muft have been 
anciently covered with earth, and cultivated, and 
made to contribute to the maintenance of the in- 
habitants, no lefs than if the country had been all 
plain : nay, perhaps as much more ; forafmuch 
as fuch a mountainous and uneven furface affords 
a larger fpace of ground for cultivation, than this 
country would amount to if it were all reduced 
to a perfeCt level. For the hufbanding of thefe 
mountains, their manner was to gather up thje 
Hones < and place them in feveral lines along the 
fides of the hills, in form of a wall. By fuch bor- 
ders they fupported the mould from tumbling or 
being wafhed down ; and formed many beds of 
excellent foil, rifing gradually one above another, 
from the bottom to the top of the mountains. Of 
this form of culture you fee evident -footfteps 
wherever you go on all mountains in Paleftine. 

"Mo 
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14 Thus the very rocks were made fruitful* And 
44 perhaps there is no fpot of ground in this whol 
t4 land that was not formerly itiiprovcd; to the 
44 production of fomething or other, rniniftering to 
44 the fuftcnance of human life. For nothing can 
l< be morefruitful than the plain countries, whether 
44 for the produdtion of corn or cattle, and confe- 
"'quently of milk. The hills, though improper 
" for all cattle, except goats, being difpofed into 
44 fuch beds as arc before defcribed, ferved very 
44 well to bear corn, melons, gourds, cucumbers, and 
44 fuch like garden fluff, which makes the principal 
44 food of thefe countries for feveral months in the 
44 year. The moft rocky parts of all, which could 
44 not well be adjufted in that manner for the pro- 
44 duCtion of corn, mi<jht yet ferve for the planta- 
44 tion of vines and. olive, trees; which delight to 
" extract the one its fatnefs, the other its fprightly 
44 juice, chiefly out of fuch dry and flinty places; 
44 And the great plain joining to the De^d Sea, 
44 which, byreafonof its faltnefs, might be thought 
44 unferviceable both for cattle, corn, olives and 
44 vines, had yet its proper ufefulnefs for thenourifh- 
44 ment of bees, and for the fabric of honey ; of 
44 which Jofephus gives us his teftimony. De Bell. 
44 Jud.Lib. 5. cap. 4. And I have reafon to believe 
44 it, becaufe, when I was there, 1 perceived, in ma- 
44 ny places, a fin ell of honey and wax, asftrong as 
44 if one had been iji an apiary. Why then might 
44 not this country very well maintain the vaftnum- 
44 ber of its inhabitants, being in every part fo pro- 
44 duCiive of either milk, corn, wine, oil, or honey, 
44 which are the principal food of thefe eaftern na- 
44 tions ? The confthution of their bodies, and the 
44 nature of their clime, inclining them to a more 
44 abftemious diet than we ufe intngland, and other 
44 colder regions," 

In the defcription which Dr. Shaw gives, he af- Dr shaw . f 
ferts, that 44 were the Holy Land as well peopledJcfcriocioa 
14 and cultivated as in former times, it would be of * *** 
44 ftill more fruitful than the very beft part of the 
44 coaft of Syria and Phoenice ; for the foil itfelf 



<4 (fayshc) is generally much richer, and, all things 
44 confidered, yields a more preferable crop* 'Thus 
44 the cotton that is gathered in the plains of Ra- 
44 mah, Efdraclon, and Zabulun,is in more efteem 
(t than what is cultivated near Sidon and Tripoly. 
44 Neither is it poflible for pulfe, wheat, or any fort 
44 of grain to be more excellent than what is com- 
44 monly fold in Jerufalem. The barrennefs, or 
44 rather fcarcity, which fome authors may either 
44 ignorantly, or malicioufly complain of, does not 
44 proceed from the natural unfruitfulnefs of the 
44 country, but from want of inhabitants, and the 
44 great averlion there is to labour and induftry in 
44 thofe few who poflefs it. There are, befides, 
44 fuch perpetual difeprds and depredations among 
44 the governors who (hare this fine country, that, 
44 allowing it was better peopled, there would be 
44 fmall encouragement to fow, when it was uncer- 
44 tain who fliQuld gather in the harveft. Other- 
44 wife the land is ftill capable of affording its neigh- 
4 * hours the like fupplies of corn and oil, which it 
44 is known to have done in the time of Solomon. 
44 The parts particularly about Jerufalem, being 
44 defcribed tobe rocky and mountainous, have been 
44 therefore fuppofed to be barren and unfruitful. 
44 Yet, granting this conclufion, which is far from. 
u being juft, a kingdom is not to be denominated 
44 barren or unfruitful from one part of it only, 
14 but from the whole. Nay, farther, the blefling 
44 that was given to Judah was not of the fame 
44 kind with the blefling of Afber or of Iflachar, 
44 that 4 his bread fliould be fat,' or 4 his land 
44 fliould be plcafant/ but that 4 his eyes fliould 
44 be red with wine, and his teeth fhould be white 
44 with milk/ 

44 milk and honey (the chief dainties and fubfift- 
44 ence of the earlier ages, as they continue to be 
44 of the Bedoween Arabs (tobe *"the glory of all 
44 lands:' all which productions are either aCtually 
44 enjoyed, or at leaft might be, by proper care and 
44 application. Theplenty of wine alone is wanting 
44 at prefent ; yet, from the goodnefs of that little 
44 which is ftill .made at Jeruialem and Hebron, we 
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find tli.it tlicfc barren rocks (as they arc called) 
might yield a much greater quantity, if the ab- 
ftemious Turk and Arab would permit a further 
incrcafc and improvement to be made of the 
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only foretold the clefolation of the country of the 
Jews, and their difperfion through all parts of the 
world, but likewife their infidelity in dilbelieving 
the Meffiah, and what would be the confequences 
that would refult therefrom. Of this there arc nu- 
merous iuftances ; but it will be Fufficient to produce 
one or two paflages from the prophet Ifaiah. 
44 Who hath believed our report ? and to whom is 
41 the arm of the Lord revealed?" Ifaiah liii. i. 
Thefe words both St. John and St. Paul have ex- 
prefsly applied to the unbelievingjews of their time. 
The prophet likewife affigns the reafon why they 
would ntit receive the Meffiah, namely, becaufe of 
Lis low and afflitfted condition : and it is certain they 
rejected him on this account, having all along ex- 
pe&ed hitri to come as a temporal prince and de- 
liverer in great power and glory. 

The prophet Ifaiah was commilioned to declare 
urito the people the judgments of God for their in- 
fidelity and difobedience. And he faid, 44 Go ye and 
tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but under ft and 
not ; and fee ye indeed, but perceive not. Make 
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and (hut their eyes ; left they fee with their 

and hear with their ears, and underflrand 
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with their heart, and convert, and be healed." 
Ifaiah vi. 9, &c. 

The prophets, in the flile of fcriptnre, are faid 
4; to do" what they declare 44 will be done :" and in 
like manner Jeremiah is faid to be " fet over the 
44 nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and 
to pull down, and to deftroy, and to throw down, 
44 to build, and to plant." Jer. i. 10. becaufe he 
was authorifed to make known the purpofes and 
decrees of God, and becaufe thefe events would fol- 
low in confequence of his prophecies. 44 Make the 
cc hearts of this people fat," is therefore as much as 
to fay, 44 Denounce my judgments upon this people, 
44 that their hearts (hall be fat, and their ears heavy, 
and their eyes fhut ; left they fee with their eyes, 
44 and hear with their ears* and underftand with their 
44 heart, and convert, and be healed." This pro- 
phecy might relate, in fome meafure, to the ftate of 
the Jews before the Babylonifh captivity ; but it did 
not receive its full completion till the days of our Sa- 
viour : and in this fenfe it isuhderftood and applied 
by the writers of the New Teftamcnt, and by our 
Saviour himfelf. 

heiofide- Jeremiah is then informed, that this infidelity and 
l&noc" °kftinacy of his countrymen fiiould be of long a lira- 
^thejews tion. 44 Then faid I, Lord, how long ? And he an- 

n^dura. " f %vere d, Until the cities be wafted without inha- 
xi, 44 bitant, and the houfes without man, and the land 

< 4 be utterly defolate ; and the Lord have removed 
u men far away, and there be a great forfaktng in 
* 4C the midft of the land." What a remarkable gra- 
dation ishere in the denouncingof thefe judgments ! 
Not only Jerufalem and 44 the cities ftiould be waft- 
4t ed without inhabitants," but even the fingle 
44 houfes" fliould be 44 without man ;" and not only 
the 44 houfes" of the cities fliould be C4 without man/* 
but even the country fhould be " utterly defolate ; 
and not only the people fliould be removed out of 
the "land/' but 44 the Lord" fliould 4C remove them 
44 far away;" and they fliould not be removed for 
a fliort period, but there fliould be cc a great" or ra- 
ther 44 a long forfaking in the midft of the land." 

And have we not feen all thefe particulars exactly 
fulfilled ? Have not the Jews laboured under a fpi- 
ritual blindnefs and infatuation in 44 hearing but 
44 not under Handing/' in <4 feeing but not percciv- 
44 ing/' the Meffiah, after the accomplifhment of 
fo many prophecies, and after the performance of fo 
many miracles ? And in confequence of their refu- 
fingt'o 44 convert and be healed/' have not 44 their 

44 cities been wafted without inhabitant, and their 
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" Itoufcs without man ?" Hath not their 44 hind been 
16 utterly defolate V Have they not been "removed 
44 far away/' even into the molt diftant parts of 
the earth f And hath not their removal or hantfli- 
mcnt been now upwards of 1700 years duration ? 
Do they not ftill continue deaf and blind, unbeliev- 
ing and obftinate ? 

When this prophecy was delivered, the Jews glo- 
ried in being the peculiar people of God ; and would 
any Jew of himfelf have either thought, or faid, that 
his nation would, in procefs of time, become an in- 
fidel and reprobate for many ages, opprefled by man, 
and forfaken by God ? It was more than 750 years 
before Chri(l that the prophet Ifaiah predicted thefe 
things ; and how could he have fo done, unlefs he 
had been illuminated by the Divine vifion ? or how 
could they have fucceeded accordingly, unlefs the 
fpirit of prophecy had been the Spirit of God ? 

Of the like nature are the prophecies concerning Prophedw 
the calling and obedience of the CTentiles. How jJJJJ)*' 
could fuch an event be forefcen hundreds of years cafnngaM 
before it happened ? But the prophets are full of the if**** 
glorious fubjetft, and fpeak with delight and rap-^wiiei. 
lure of the univerfal kingdom of the Meffiah : that 
God would give unto him the heathen for his in- 
heritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for 
44 his poffeflion." Pfalm ii. 3. That 14 all the ends 
44 of the world fliould remember and turnxmtoihe 
44 Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations fliould 
14 worfliip before him/' Pfalm xxii. 2.7. 
44 in the laft days the mountain of the houfe of the 
Lord fliotild be eftabliflied on the top of the moun- 
tain, and fliould be exalted above the hills, and all 
people fliouldflow unto it." Micah iv. 1 . (which 
paflage is alfo to be found in Ifaiah ii. a.) That 
from the riling of the fun even to the going 
clown of the fame, my name fliall be great u- 
rnong the Gentiles, and in every place incenfe 
fliall be oiferedunto my name, and a pure offering; 
44 for my name fliall be great among the heathen, 
44 faith the Lord of holts.*' Malachii.11. 

Uut the prophet Ifaiah is more copious upon this The gio 7 
as well as other evangelical fubjecfts ; and his 49th 
and 60th chapters treat particularly of the glory of cheated* 
the church in the abundant accefs of the Gentiles. Q t ^ t 
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It is a light thing that thou fliouldeft be my fer- 
vant to raife up the tribes of Jacob, and torcftore 
the prefcrved of Ifrael: I will alfo give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou may eft be my 
4C falvation unto the end of the earth." Ifaiah xlix. 
6. And again, 44 Arife, ftiine, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon thee. 
The Gentiles fliall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightnefs of thy rifing. The abundance 
of the fea fliall be converted unto the thee, the 
forces of the Gentiles fliall come unto thee," Sec. 
Ifaiah lx. 1, 3, 5, &c. 

The Jews have applied thefe prophecies to the 
profelytes whom they have gained in the different 
nations into which they have been difperfed ; but 
this is no lefs abfurd than vain. The number of 
their profelytes was very inconfiderable, and nothing 
to anfwer thefe pompous defcriptions. Neither was 
their religion ever defigned, by its founder, for an 
univerfal religion, their worfliip and facrifices being 
confined to one certain place, whether all the males 
were obliged to repair thrice every year ; fo that it 
was plainly calculated for a particular people, and 
could never become the religion of the whole 
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orld. 



There was, indeed, to be a religion, which 
was to be deligned for all nations, to be preached in 
all, and to be received in all: but what profpecit or 
probability was there that fuch a generous inftitu- 
tion fliould proceed from fuch a narrow-minded 
people as the Jews, or that the Gentiles fliould ever 
receive a religion from the very people whom they 
moft hated and defpifed ? Was it not much more 
likely that the Jews would be corrupted by the ido- 
latrous nations around them, and be induced to com- 
ply with the maxims of their powerful neighbours, 
than that they fliould be the happy inftruments of 
reforming the world, and converting fome of all 
nations to the worfliip of the true God ? 
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The prophet farther intimates, that this revolu- 
tion ( the greatcft that ever happened in the religious 
world) fliould be rfledtcd by a few people, of low 
rank and education. 44 A little one (hall become a 
4i thou land, und a 
lfaiah lx. aa. 



<4 children for ever, and 



fmall one a ftrong nation. 



my fervant David fhall be 
their prince for ever/ 1 Ezck. xxxvii. ai, a$ r 
Then fliall they know that I am the Lord their 
44 God, who caufed them to be led into captivity 
" among the heathen j but 1 have gathered them 
cc unto their own land, and have left none of them 
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" any more there. Neither will I hide my face any 
u more from them, for I have poured out my fpirit 
44 upon the houfe of Ifrael, faith the Lord Cod/ 9 
Ezek. xxxix. 18, -29. 

i • - • • 9 

However, what hath already been accomplifliecl 
is a fufficient pledge and earned of what is yet to 
come : and we have all imaginable reafbn to believe, 
fince fo many of thefe prophecies have been ful- 
filled, that the remaining ones will be fulfilled alfo ; 
that there will be yet a greater harvefl: of the na- 
tions, and the yet unconverted parts of the earth 
will be enlightened with the knowledge of the 
(ftrange and wonderful as it may appear) who were || Lord ; and that the Jews will, in God's good time, 
to contend with the prejudices of all the world, the 
fuperftitions of the people, the interefts of the 
priefts, the vanity of the philofophers, the pride of 
rulers, the malice of Jews, the learning of Greece, 
and the power of the Roman empire. 

This great revolution was not only to be brought 
about by a few perfons of mean birth, but it was 
likewife to be effected in a very fhort fpace of time. 
" I the Lord will haften it in his time." lfaiah lx* 



The commitlion given by Our Bleflcd Saviour to 
Ills apoftlcs, was, 44 Go, teach all nations." And 
who were the perfons to whom this commiflion was 

? Was it to thofe who might have been 
thought belt qualified to carry it into execution, 
fuch as the rich, the wife, the mighty of this world ? 
No: they were chiefly a few poor fimermeri, of low 
parentage and education, of no learning or elo- 
quence, of no policy or addrefs, of no worldly re- 
pute or authority, defpifed as Jews by the reft of 
mankind, and as the meaneft and wdrft of Jews 
by the Jews themfelves. Thefe were the perfons 



be converted to Chriltianity, and, upon their con- 
verfion, be again reftored to their native country. 

The prophet Hofea fays, 41 The children of Ifrael Prophecy 
44 fliall abide many days without a king, and with- ofa °* C3, 
4 out a prince, and without afacrifice, and without 
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Number of After the afcenfion of Our Saviour, the number 
Uur ? a -.. f of the difciples together was about 44 an hundred 
cipk$ after ci and twenty ; Actsi. 15. but they J01 

Son. 1 "" 11 " anc * multiplied. The firft fermon preached by St. 

Peter added unto them 44 about three thoufand 
fouls;'* Acts ; ii. 41. and the fecond made up the 
number 44 about five thoufand." Afts iv. 4. 

Previous to the final definition of Jerufalem 
(for about the fpace of forty yearsV the gofpel had 
been fo fpread, that it was preached in almoft every, 
region of the then known world. In the reign of 
Conftantine the Great, Chriftianity became the re- 
ligion of the empire ; and, after having fuffcred a 
little under Julian, it entirely prevailed, and tri- 
umphed over paganifm and idolatry ; and ftill does 
prevail in the moft civilized and improved parts of 
the earth. All this was more than man could fore- 
fee, and much more than man could execute j and 
to this day we experience the good effedts of thefe 
prophecies. 

The fpeedy propagation of the gofpel could not 
have been effected by perfons fo unequal to the talk, 
if the fame Divine Spirit, who foretold it, had not 
likewife affifted them in it, according to the pro- 
mife, 44 I the Lord will haften it in his time." In 
fhort, we may be as certain as if we had beheld it 
with our own eyes, that the matter really was as re- 
prefentcd by the Evangelift ; 44 They went forth and 
44 preached every where, the Bord working with 
44 them, and confirming the word with figus fol- 
44 lowing." Mark xvi. ao. 

i 

I _____ 

rhe pro- But neither the prophecies concerning the Gen- 
^*y ct tiles, nor thofe concerning the Jews, have yet rc- 
ompiea/ ceived their full and entire completion. Our Sa- 
viour hath not yet had 44 theuttermoft parts of the 
44 earth for his poffeflion Pfalm ii. 8. < 4 All the 



44 an image, (or altar,) and without an ephod, (or 
44 prreft to wear an ephod,) or without teraphim, (or 
44 Divine manifeftations.) Afterward fliall the cbil- 
44 dren of Ifrael return, and feek the Lord their 
" God, and fliall fear the Lord and his goodnefs in 
44 the the latter days." Hofea iii 4. 5. 

The Jews were once the peculiar people of God : 
and (as St. Paul faith) " Hath God call: away his 
4< people ? God forbid." Rom. xi. 1. We fee that, 
after fo many ages, they are ftill preferved , by a mi- 
raculous Providence, a diftindt people ; and why is 
fuch a continued miracle exerted but for the great- 
er illuftration of the Divine truth, and the better 
accomplifliment of the Divine promifes, as well 
thofe which are yet to be, as thofe which are already 
fulfilled I 

The great empires and powers which have here- 
tofore, in their turns, fubdued' and opprefled the 
people of God, are all come to ruin : becaufe though 
they executed the Divine purpofes in opprefling the 
Jews, yet that was more than they knew ; and their 
intentions, in adting as they did, were only to gra- 
tify their own pride and ambition, their own cruel- 
ty and revenge. And fince fuch hath been the fatal 
end of the enemies and opprclTors of the Jews, in 
former times, it fhould ferve as a warning to all 
thofe who may, at any time, or upon any occafion, 
hereafter, be inclined to raife a clamour and perfe- 
cution againft them. 

It rauft be allowed that the Jews are exceeding T hej 
blameable for ftill perfifting in their infidelity, after ^ r to a bc 
fo many means have been taken to bring them to a opprcifc?. 
fenfe of convidtion ; but this does not authorize us 
to profcribe, abufe, injure, and opprefs them, as 
Chriftians, of more zeal than either knowledge or 
charity, have, in all ages, been inclined todo. 44 Cha* 
44 rity is greater than faith ;" and it is worfe in us 
to be cruel and uncharitable, than it is in them to 
be obftinate and unbelieving. 

It may be obferved by fome, that ftiewing com- 
paflion to thefe unhappy people would be a means 
of defeating the fulfilment of the prophecies. But 
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44 Lord, 



44 All people-, nations, and 



xxu. "2.7 

44 languages.'' have not yet 44 ferved him Dan. 
vii. 14. .Thefe things have hitherto been only par- 
tially, but they will, in time, be even literally ful- 
filled. Neither are the Jews yet made 44 an eternal 
44 excellency, a joy of many generations." lfaiah 
lx. 15. The time is not yet come, when 44 violence 
44 fliall no more be heard in the land, wafting nor 
4 < deftruAion within their borders V ver. 18. God's 
promifes to them are not yet fulfilled to the extent. 
4t Behold, 1 will take the children of Ifrael from 
44 among the heathen, whither they be gone, and 
44 will gather them on every fide, and bring them 
44 into their own land. And they fliall dwell in the 
44 land that I have given unto Jacob my fervant, 
4t eveuthey and their children, and their childrens 



rafted and opprelTed only by wicked nations 3 the 
good were to fliew mercy on them ; and we fliould 
chufe rather to be the difpenfers of God's mercies 
than the executioners of his judgments. 

If we read the eleventh chapter of St. Paul's 
Epiftle to the Romans, we fliall there fee what that 
great apoftle of the Gentiles (who certainly under- 

flood the prophecies better than any of us can pre- 
tend to do) faith of the infidelity of the Jews. Some 
of the Gentiles of his time valued themfelves upon 
their fuperior advantages, and he reproves them for 
it, that they, who 44 were cut out of the olive-tree, 
44 which is wild by nature, and were grafted, con- 
44 trary to nature, into a good olive-tree," fliould 
prefume to 4t boaft againlt the natural branches.'* 
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The Prophecies concerning Nineveh 



Chap, Vjl 



Horn* xi. i3,a4. But what would lie have faid, if 
they had made religion an iuftrument of faction, 
and had been for ftirring up a perfecution againft 
them ? 

Chriftians of all denominations fliould con/ider 
and reflect, that it is to the Jews we owe the oracles 
of God, and the fcriptures of the New Teftament as 
well as the Old. We fliould conflder that u the 
" glorious company of the apoftles," as well as the 
cc goodly fellowftripof theprophets," were all Jews. 
We fliould confider that cl of them, as concerning 
the fleflij Chrift came/' the Saviour of the world ; 
and furely fomething of kindnefs and gratitude is 
due for fuch infinite obligations. 

Though the Jews are now broken off, yet they 

are not utterly caft away* cc Becaufe of unbelief," 

as St. Paul argueth, they " were broken off/' and 

thou c< ftandeft by faith : be not high-minded, but 

cc fear." Rom. xi. *o. There will be a time when 

they will be grafted in again, and again become the 

people of God : for as the apoftle proceeds, 14 I 

would not brethren that ye fliould be ignorant of 

this myftery left you fliould be wife in your own 

conceits > that blindnefs in part is happened to 

tQ Ifrael, until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be come 

cc in, and fo all Ifrael fliall be faved." Rom. xi. 
a 5 , <z6. 

And which now, it may be alked, is the moft 
likely method to contribute to the converfion of 
thefe unhappy people ? which are the moft natural 
means of reconciling them to us and our religion ? 
Is it to be effected by prayer, argument, long-iuffer- 
ing, gentlenefs and goodnefs j or by noifc, invedtive, 
injury,and out-rage; themaliceof fome,and thefolly 
and madnefs of more ? They certainly cannot be 
worfe now than when they crucified the Son of God, 

But what faith our 
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d perfecuted his apoftles. 
BleiTed Saviour himfelf ? " Father forgive them, for 
cc they know not what they do." Luke xxiii. 34. 
And what faith his apoftle St. Paul ? u Brethren* 
ic my heart's defire and prayer to God for Ifrael is, 
" that they might be faved." Rom. x. 1. 

In conformity to thefe blefled examples, our 
church hath alfo taught us to pray* for them : and 
how can prayer and perfecution confift and agree to- 
gether ? Thofe who encourage perfecution of any 
kind, are not only pretended friends to the church, 
but real enemies to religion. All true members of 
the church, all true Proteftants, all true Chriftians 
will, as the apoftle ad vifeth, <c put away all bitter- 
<c nefs and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
"evil fpeakiug, with all malice." Ephef. iv. 31. 
And they will all join heart and voice in that excel- 
lent collect, <c Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
" infidels, and Heretics, and take from them all ig- 
" norance, hardnefs of heart, and contempt of thy 
" word : and fo fetch them home, blefled Lord, to 
a thy flock, that they may be faved among the 
C€ remnant of the true Israelites, and be made one 
44 fold under one fhepherd, Jefus Chrift Our Lord." 



CHAP. VII. 



Prophecies concerning the ancient city of Nineveh* 

rhejewi rnpHE firft great prophecies contained in the Old 
aft a" ay r Teftament are thofe which more immediately 
hefareof relate to the Jews themfelves, who were once thepe- 
EonTfore. culiar people of God ; and the principal fubjedls of 
xUanhac t ' i °^ e P ro phecies are the various changes and revo- 
lt the aC lutions that were to happen in the Jewifti church 

and ftate. But the fpirit of prophecy is not con- 
fined to the Jews alone ; there are other fubje&s oc- 
cafionally introduced 5 and for the greater manifes- 
tation of Divine Providence, the fate of other na- 
tions is alfo foretold, and more efpecially thofe 
which lay in the neighbourhood of Judasa, and had 
intercourfe and connexion with the Jews. 

It is much to be lamented, that, of thefe eaftern 
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however, we fee enough to make us admire the 
great works of Providence ; and from thefe are 
clearly fliown, that the revolutions of cities and 
kingdoms hath been fuch as was long ago foretold 
by the prophet*. 

The firft prophecies we fliall notice on this fub- 
jedt are thofe relative to the ancient city of Nineveh, 
once the metropolis of the Aflyrian empire, and 
whofe inhabitants not only deftroyedthe kingdom 
of Ifrael, but likewife greatly opprcifed the king- 
dom of Judah. 

The prophet Ifaiah, in denouncing the judgments 
of God againft the Aflyrians, fays, " O Aflyrian, 
44 the rod of mine anger, and the ftafFin their hand 
44 is my indignation." Ifaiah x. 3. It was the will 
of Providence that thofe people fliould be employed 
as the minifters of his wrath, and executioners of his 
vengeance, againft the perverfeand obftinate Jews. 
44 I will fend him againft an hypocritical nation; 
44 and againft the people of my wrath will I give 
44 him a charge to take the fpoil, and to take the 
u P re y> an d to tread them down like the mire in the 
44 ftreets." Ifaiah x. 6. But it was far from any in- 
tent of the Aflyiians to execute the Divine will, or 
to chaftife the vices of mankind ; they only meant to 
extend their conquefts, and eftablifti their own do- 
minion upon the ruins of others : 44 Howbeit he 
44 meaneth not fo> neither doth his heart think fo, 
44 but it is in his heart todeftroy, and cut off na- 
44 tions not a few :" ver. 7. Wherefore, when they 
/hall have ferved thepurpofes of Divine Providence, 
they fliall be feverely punifhed for their pride and 
ambition, their tyranny and cruelty to their neigh- 
bours : 44 Wherefore it fliall come to pafs, that 
44 when the Lord hath performed his whole work 
44 upon mount Zion, and on Jerufalem, I will pu- 
44 nifli the fruit of the ftout heart of the king of 
44 Aflyria, and the glory of his high looks:'* 
ver, ia. 

There was no pro{pe& of fuch an event as this 
while the Aflyrians were in the midft of their fuc- 
celfes and triumphs ; but ftill the word of the pro- 
phet prevailed ; and it was not long after the cala- 
mities they brought upon the Jews, the Aflyrian em- 
pire (properly fo called) was overthrown, and Nine- 
veh deftroyed. 

The city of Nineveh was one of the largcft and siruanoa 
moft ancient cities in the world. According: to the ^4 
belt chronologers it was built not long after the oTtKy 
flood, and very foon after the tower of Babel, by °* h Nine * 
Nimrod ; but being afterwards greatly enlarged by vc ' 
Ninus, from him it received its name. It was fitu- 
atedon the banks of the Tigris, and (according to 
the defcription given of it by Diodorus Siculus) 
was, in length, an hundred and fifty ftadia ; in 
breadth fourfcore and ten ; and in circumference, 
four hundred and feventy ; which^ being reduced to 
our meafure, make it about twenty-one miles long, 
nine broad, and fifty-four round. How great the 
number of its inhabitants was, we may learn from NunJ b W0 f 
44 the fix fcore thoufand children who could not dif- inhabi- 
44 cern between their right hands and their left." tanw * 
Jonah iy. 11. And, according to a proportionate 
computation, there muft have been, in the whole, 
not lefs than fix hundred thoufand perfons. 

The inhabitants of Nineveh, like thofe of other 
great cities, abounding in wealth and luxury, be- 
came very corrupt in their morals. In confequence 
of this, God was pleafed to commiflion the prophet 
Jonah to preach unto them the neceflity of repent- 
ance, as the only means of averting their impending 
deftru&ion : and fuch was the fuccefs of his preach- 
ing, that both the king and people repented, and 
turned from their evil ways, and thereby, for a 

time, efcaped the executions of the Divine judg- 
ments. 
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nations, and of thefe early times, we have no regular 
liiftorics, but only a few fragments which have ef- 
caped the general fliipwreck of time. From thefe, ][ this fingle event j and the city was accordingly de- 



But this repentance of the Nineyites, we may 
reafonably prefume,wasofnolongcontinuance ; for Nahuo 
not many years after, we find the prophet Nahum foretells 
foretelling the total and entire deftru&ion of the 
city. Indeed, the whole of this prophecy relates to of Nine- 



CHAP* VII. 



Of the I*ftorm:ciES concerning NiNEVErf; 



ftroyed by the ZVIcdes and Babylonians, who, uni- 
ting together, fubverted the whole A fly ri an em- 
pire. 

It is remarkable that the prophet Nahum not 
only foretold the dcfiru&ion of Nineveh, but like- 
wile the manner in which it was to be effected. He 
foretold that the Affyrians would be taken while 
they were drunken. For while they be folden 
" together as thorns, and while they are drunken as 
u drunkards, they fhall be devoured as ftubble full 
<c dry." Nahum i. 10. And Diodorus Siculus fays, 
" It was while the Aflyrian army were feafting for 
their former victories, that thofe about Arbaces, (the 



• ... 

" the north, and deftroy Aflyria, and will make 
c * Ninevah a defolation, and dry like a wildernefs : 
" and flocks /hall lie down in the midft of her, all 
ct the beads of the nations > both the Cormorant and 
<c bittern fliall lodge in the Upper lintels 6f it ; their 
u voice fliall fink in the windows ; defolatlori fliall 
"be in the threfholds; for he fliaJI uncover the 
iC cedar work : this is the rejoicing city that dwelt 
" carelefsly, that faid in her heart, I am, and there 
lt is none befide me ; how is fbe become a defola- 
<c tion, a place for beafts to lie down in ! every one 
" that paffeth by her fliall hifs and wag his hand." 
Zeph. ii. 13, &c. 



general of the Median forces,) being informed, by It is not to be wondered at, that when thofe pro- 
ibmedeferters,of the negligence and drunkennefsin II phecies were at firft delivered, the people fliould 
the camp of the enemy, aflaulted them unexpectedly 
by night, and falling on them while they were in 
the utmoft diforder, and unprepared, became ma- 
ilers of the camp, flew many of the foldiers, and 
drove the reft into the city. ,? 



think it very unlikely they would ev£r be fulfilled. 
What probability, indeed, was thefe to think that 
fo great a city, and which contained fo marry thou- 
fand inhabitants, fliould e^er be totally dfcftroyed ? 
And yet fo totally was it deftroyed, that even the 
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The prophet Nahum like wife foretells, that " the 1 J 



< c gates of the rivers fliall be opened, and the pa- 
" lace fliall be diflblved." Nahum ii. 6. And Dio- 
dorus tells us, u there was an old prophecy, that 
Nineveh fliould not be taken till the river became 
an enemy to the city ; and in the third year of the 
ficge, the river, being fwoln with continual rains, 
overflowed part of the city: and broke down the 
wall for twenty furlongs : that the king, thinking 
the oracle was fulfilled, and the river became an 
enemy to the city, built a large funeral pile in the 
palace, and collecting together all his wealth, and 
his concubines and eunuchs, burnt himfelf and 
them in the palace ; and the enemy entered the 
breach that the waters had made, and took the city " 

Thus we find that what the prophet had pre- 
dicted was literally fulfilled. 4< With an overflow- 
" ing flood he will make an utter end of the place 
<c thereof." Nahum i. 8. He likewife promifes the 
enemy much fpoil of gold and filver. <c Take ye 
" the fpoil of filver, take the fpoil of gold ; for 
<c there is no end to the ftore, and glory out of all 
<c the pleafant furniture." Nahum ii. 9. And we 
read in Diodorus Siculus, that Arbaces carried 
many talents of gold and filver to Ecbatane, the 
royal city belonging to the Medes. 

According to the prophecy of Nahum, the city 
was to be deftroyed partly by water, and partly by 
fire. " Behold, the gates of thy land fliall be fet 
" wide open unto thine enemies: the fire fliall dc- 
* c vour thy bars." Nahum iii. 13. And we find, by 
Diodorus, that this literally took place ; for, after 
the Medes and Babylonians had poflefled themfelves 
of the city, they let fire to it, and reduced the 
greater part of it to aflies. 

The prophet Nahum was the principal perfon 
who foretold the total and entire deftrudtion of the 
ancient city of Nineveh. " The Lord (faith he) 
u with an over-running flood will make an utter 
4t end of the place thereof ; he will make an utter 
<c end ; affliction fliall not rife up the fecond time." 
Chap. i. 8, 9. Again, " Where is the dwelling of 
" the lions ?" (meaning Nineveh, whofe princes ra- 
vaged like lions :) " behold, I am againft thee, faith 
" the Lord of hofts, and I will cutoff thy prey from 
tc the earth, and the voice of thy mefiengers fhall no 
" more be heard." Chap. ii. 11, 13. And again, 
<c Thy crowned are as the locufts, and thy captains 
<c as the grafhoppers, which camp in the hedges in 
<c the cold day ; but when the fun arifeth, they flee 
away, and their place is not known. Thy fliep- 
herds flumber, O king of Aflyria ; thy nobles 
" fliall dwell in the dull ; thy people is fcattered 
upon the mountains, and no man gathereth them : 
there is no healing of thy bruife ; thy wound is 

all that hear the bruit of thee fliall 
clap their hands over thee; for upon whom hath 
tc not thy wickednefs parted continually ?" Chap. iii. 
17,18, 19. 

wetciis The prophet Zedekiah likewife, in the days of 
• Q c n d ^ ! 5;Jofiah, king of Judah, foretold thefame melancholy I 

tvef?. l " event, " The Lord will ftretch out his hand againft 1 
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It has been already obferve'd, that Nineveh was 
taken and deftroyed by the Medes and Babylonians ; 
and what we may reafonably fuppofc contributed tg 
complete its ruin and devaftafion was, Nebuchad- 
nezzar's foon after enlarging and beautifying of Ba- 
bylon. From that time no mention is made of Ni- 
neveh by atiy of the facred writers ; and the moft 
ancient of the profane authors, who have occafion 
to fay any thing about it, fpeak of it as a city that 
once was great and flouriflring, but now deftroyed 
and defolate. 

The fame accounts are given of it by all our mo- 
dern travellers, and particularly by Thevenot, on 
whofe authority Dean Prideaux relates, that cc Mo- 
ful is fituated on the weft fide of the river Tigris, 
where was anciently only a fuburb of the Old Ni- 
neveh ; for the city itfelf ftood on the eaft fide of the 
river, where are to be feen fome of its rubbifli, of 
great extent, even to this day." 

Another modern traveller fays* u In this country 
the famous city of Nineveh once ftood, on the eaft- 
ern bank of the river Tigris, oppofite to the place 
where Moful now (lands. There is nothing now 
to be feen. but heaps of rubbifli, almoft a league 
along the river Tigris, oppofite to Moful, which 
people imagine to be the remains of this vaft city*" 

Such hath been the fate of the once great city of 
Nineveh ; iu the deftruciion of which is moft amply 

manifefted the great truths of the Divine predic- 
tions ! 



CHAP. VIII* 



Prophecies concerning the city of Babylon. 

m 

THE city of . Babylon, after the deftru&ion of prophecy 
Nineveh, became not only the greateft and moft ^ c ^ tn ^ 
magnificent metropolis in the eaft, but in .the Baby?on.° 
whole world. It is faid, /by fome, to have been the 
firft built by Semiramis, queen of Aflyria ; while o- 
thcrs aflert that it was built by Balus, the fucceflbr 
ofNimrod. But whoever was the firft founder, we 
may reafonably fuppofe it received very great im- 
provements afterwards ; and Nebuchadnezzar, in 
particular, enlarged and beautified it to fuch a de- 
gree, that he may in a manner (as himfelf boafts) 
be faid to have built it. " Is not this (fays he) 
u great Babylon that I have built for the houfe of 
u the kingdom, by the might of my power, and 
u for the honour of my majefty.** Dan. iv, 30. 
By pne means or other Babylon became fo great and 
famous a city as to give name to a very large em- 
pire. Itis called in fcripture, €< great Babylon ; the 
u glory of kingdoms ; the beauty of the Chaldees 
<c excellency; the praife of the whole earth," &c. 
And its beauty, ftrength, grandeur, walls, temples, 
and palaces, are defcribed with fuch pomp and 
magnificence by profane authors, that it muft de- 
fervedly havebecn reputed one of the wonders of the * 
world. 
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Jt might natural!)' have been imagined that fuch 
a city as this was in no danger of ever being aban- 
doned, much lefs of its coming to deltru&ion. 
Such a city as this might furely, with lefs vanity 
than any other, boaft that fhe fliould continue for 
ever ; but, alas 1 great as it once was, the time did 
come when all its fplendor was laid afide, and the 
whole became one continued fcene of ruins. 

The Baby. The inhabitants of Babylon were no lefs enemies 
Ionian* to the Jews than thofe of Nineveh, The one fub- 
Sflwl° verted the kingdom of Ifrael, and the other the 

kingdom of Judah. It is, therefore, not to be won- 
dered at, that there fhould be feveral prophecies re- 
lative to thefe two cities, and that the fate of Ba- 
bylon fliould be forctoTd as well as that of Nine- 
veh. 44 Ifrael is a fcattered flieep, the lions have 
44 driven him away : firft the king of Aflyria hath 
€C devoured him, and. laft this Nebuchadnezzar 
44 king of Babylon hath broken his bones r.There- 
«« fore thus faith the Lord of holts the God of If- 
44 rael, Behold, I will punifli the king of Babylon 
"and his land, as I have puniflied the king of Af- 
"fyria." Lament* L 17* *8. 

The pro- The prophets Ifaiah and Jeremiah very plainly, 
phetsifaiahand in a particular manner, foretold the deftruction 
mWforc- of this greatcity. They both lived during the de- 

deftruaion- c ^ cn ^ on °^ ** le kingdom °^ J u dah. As they pre- 
of Bal/ion.didled the captivity of the Jews, fo they like wife 

foretold the downfall of their enemies : and they 
fpeak with fuch aflurance of the event, that they 
defcribe a thing future as if it were already paft. 
4C Babylon is fallen, is fallen ; and all the graven 
44 images of her gods he hath broken unto the 
44 ground." Ifaiah xxi. 9. 4< Babylon is fuddenly 
44 fallen and deftroyed ; howl for her, take balm 
44 for her pain, if fo'be flic may be healed." Jere- 
miah li. 8. 

prophecies Cyrus, who was the conqueror of Babylon, and 
relative to transferred the empire of the Babylonians to the 
Cyru,# Medes and Perfians, was particularly foretold by 

name many years before he was born* Ifaiah xliv. 
•2.8. xtv. 1. He is honoured with the appellation 
of the 4< Lord's anointed ; w and the Lord is faid to 
44 have holden his right hand/* and to have 44 gird- 
44 ed him. " He was certainly a perfon of very ex- 
traordinary abilities, and was raifed up to be the 
inftrument of Providence in executing great and 
wife purpofes. 

■ 

■ 

It was foretold that Cyrus fliould be a great con- 
queror; that he fliould 14 fubdue nations before him: 
" and I will loofe the loins of kings to open before 
44 hiurthe two-leaved gates, and the gates (hall not 
44 lye fliut." Ifaiah xlv. i. This was ftri&ly ful- 
filled ; for Cyrus fubdued fevcral kings, and took 
feveral cities, particularly Sardesand Babylon, and 
extended his conquefts all over Ada, from the river 
Indus to the JEgean Sea. 

It was likewife foretold that Cyrus fliould find 
great fpoil and treafure among the nations he fliould 
conquer. 44 1 will give thee the treafures of dark- 
44 nefs, and hidden riches of fecrct places/' Ifaiah 
xlv. 3. And the riches which Cyrus found in his 
conquefts were of prodigious value, as appears from 
the accounts given us by Pliny. Nor can we won- 
der at it, when we confider that thofe parts of Afia, 
at that time, abounded in wealth and luxury. Ba- 
bylon had been heaping up treafures many years : 
and the riches of Croeius, king of Lydia, whom 
Cyrus conquered and took prifoner, are, in a man- 
ner, become proverbial. 

The prophet Jeremiah not only foretells the de- 
. ftru&ion of the great city of Babylon, but like- 
wife points out the time when it is to be effe&ed. 
44 Tbefe nations (fays he, fpeaking of the Jews) 
44 {hall fervc the king of Babylon feventy years : 
44 And it fliall come to pafs when feventy years are 
accompliflied, that 1 will punifli the king of Ba- 
44 by Ion, and that nation faith the Lord," Jer. xxv. 
ii, ia. This prophecy was delivered, as appears 
from the firft verfe of the chapter, 4t in the fourth 
44 year of Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah king of Ju- 
44 dah, that was the firft year of Nebuchadnezzar 
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ct king of Babylon;" from which time there were 

r y y Cars to the taking of Babylon, and the re- 

on of the Jews from captivity. Nebuchad- 
nezzar, after taking Jerufalem, tranfplanted the 
Jews to Babylon, in order to ftrengthen the place : 
their removal from thence muft, therefore, have 
greatly weakened it j after which it became more 
and more diftreflcd, till at length it was finally de- 
ftroyed. 

It was foretold that various nations fliould unite Manyoa. 
againft Babylon. 44 The noife of a multitude in ««>/»• to 
44 the mountains, like as of a great people ; a tu- againft 
44 multuous noife of the kingdom of nations ga- B %fc* 
44 thered together ; the Lord of hofts muftereth the 
44 hoftofthe battle." Ifaiah xiii. 4. And particu- 
larly it was foretold, that the kingdoms of Ararat, 
Minni, and Afhchenaz, (that is, the Armenians, 
Phrygians, and other nations,) fliould compofe part 
of his army. 44 Set ye up a llandard in the land, 
44 blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the 
44 nations againft her, call together againft her the 
44 kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Afhchenaz." 
Jer. li. 17. And accordingly Cyrus's army con- 
fided of various nations ; and among them were 
thofe very people whom he had conquered before, 
and now obliged to attend him in this expedi- 
tion* 

It was foretold that the- Babylonians fhould be The Baby, 
terrified, and hide themfelves within their walls. W 1 ?* 
44 The mighty men of Babylon have foreborn to wi,* 
44 fight, they have remained in their holds, their 
44 might hath failed, they became as women/' Jer. 
li 30. And accordingly we find that, after a battle 
or twoy the Babylonians never recovered their cou- 
rage to face the enemy in the field again. They re- 
tired within their wall; and the firft time that Cyrus 
came with his army before the place, he could not 
provoke them to venture forth and try the fortune 
of arms, even though he fent a challenge to the 
king, to fight with him in fingle combat: and the 
laft time thathe went, he confulted with hisofficers 
about the beft method of carrying on the fiege, 
44 fince (faith he) they do not come forth and 
" fight. 

It was likewife foretold that the river fliould be T j, c 
dried up before the city fliould be taken. This ap- tobe 
[ peared very extraordinary, indeed, the river being d " c up; 
more than two furlongs broad, and deeper than 
the height of two men ftanding one upon another; 
fo that the city was thought to be ftronger and 
better fortified by the river than by the walls. But, 
notwithftanding this, the prophets predicted that the 
waters fliould be dried up. See Ifaiah xliv. C17. Jer* 
1. 38. li. 36. And accordingly Cyrus turned the 
courfe of the river Euphrates, which ran through 
the midft of Babylon, and, by means of deep 
trenches and canals, fo drained the waters, that 
the river became eafily fordable for his foldiers to 
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It was foretold that the city fliould be taken by 
furprize during the time of a feaft. 44 1 have laid JftT* 
44 a fnare for thee, and thou art alfo taken, O Ba- taken . h f 
44 bylon, and thou waft not aware, thou are found fur ' Me " 
44 and alfo caught." Jer. 1. 14. 44 In their heat I 
44 will make their feafts, and I will make them 
44 drunken, that they may rejoice, and fleep a pier- 
44 petual fleep, and not wake faith the Lord." Jer. 
li. 57. And accordingly the city was taken in the 
night of a great annual feaft, while the inhabitants 
were dancing, drinking, and revelling, and not ha- 
ving the leaft fufpicion that any immediate danger 
was at hand. 

r 

Such were the very extraordinary circumftances 
that attended the reduction of Babylon: and how 
could any man forefee or foretel fuch Angular 
events, fuch remarkable circumftances, without 
revelation and infpiration from God ? 

If vve examine ftill farther into thefe myfterious Theman- 
affairs, we fliall fee how thefe and other prophecies ^[chthefe 
have, by degrees, been fulfilled ; for, in the very prophecfci 

nature of the thing, they could not be fulfilled all JJS^" 
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Of the Prophecies concerning Babylon. 
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at once. As the prophets often fpcak of things to 
he in future, as if they were already effe<fied, fo they 
fpcak often of things to be brought about in pro- 
cefs of time, as if they were to fucceed immediately. 
The paft, prcfent, and to come, are all alike known 
to infinite wifdorn ; but it isprobable thatthe inter- 
mediate time was not revealed to the minds of the 
prophets. 



After the deftrti&ion of Babylon by the Perfians, 
Alexander intended to have made it the feat of his 
empire, and actually fet men at work to rebuild the 
temple of Balus, to repair the banks of the river, 
and to bring back the waters into their own chan- 
nel. But if his deflgns had taken cffeA, how 
could the propheties have been fulfilled ? And what 
a providence therefore it was, that his defigns did 
not take effect, and that the breaches were never 



repaired ? He met with fonic difficulties in the 
works and death foon after put an end to this and 



The prophet ifeiah addrefletli Babylon by the 
name of a virgin, as having never before been taken 

by an enemy. « Come and lit down in the duit O II jft^ 0 Ter VrojeSTand 7onTofhUfnccJors 
44 virgin daughter of Babylon, lit on the ground. 99 11 r J - - ■ 

Ifaiah xlvii. i . And Herodotus faith exprefsly, that 
this was the firft time Babylon was taken. After 



ever attempted it. Seleucia being built a few years Babylon 
after in the neighbourhood, Babylon, in a little Jjjf^P* 
time, became wholly defolate^ Seleucia not only rob- defoUse. 
bing it of its inhabitants, but (according to Pliny) 
even of its name. 

That, the prophecies relative to the fate of this 
ancient and once magnificent city, have, in the molt 
ftriA manner, been fulfilled, appears from accounts 
given of it by a variety of authors, both ancient and 
modern. Among the former, Diodorus Siculus Coufirnuu 
defcribes the buildings as ruined or decayed in his Sou***-** 
time, and fays, that only a fmall part of the city was 
then inhabited, the srreateft part within the walls be- McAmL? 



this it never moft recovered its ancient fplendor : 
from an imperial it became a tributary city ; from 
being governed by its own kings, and governing 
ftrangers, it became itfelf to be governed by ftran- 
gers 5 and the feat of empire being transplanted to 
Shufhan,it decayed by degrees, till it wasatlength 
reduced to utter defolation. 

* 

We are told by Berofus, that, when Cyrus had 
taken Babylon, he ordered the outer walls to be 
pulled down, becaufe the city appeared to him very 

difficult to be taken on that account. And Xeno- ii q*-«u^ T„,u^ „ * «. ^ i c -ex- «ftlienr«. 

u • r *i - li* i i t> t i II ing tilled, otrabo (who wrote not long after Dio- °' th 5P ro * 

phon informs us, that Cyrus obliged the Babylo- It j * _\ r~«.« +Ur** ™~ +u B j P hcc,es 

r . , ' « / . • 6 . * - 1| clorus) lays, that one part of the citv was demo- concerning 

mans to deliver up all their arms upon pain of i;ri, -au „ /ui d—g^* S~a*u *u u j Iu b£*mu 

A«*th. A\(Mhnt*A ih*lr hr(h lim,ft. .mnn.L nffl. Wbedby the Perfians, and the other by time and the 



death) diftributed their beft houfes among his offi- 
cers, impofed a tribute upon them, appointed a 
ftrong garrifon, and compelled the Babylonians to 
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leiicus Nicanor had built Seleucia on the Tigris, in 



i rung nu i.uimic.icu cue ^aoyiomans the neighbourhood of Babylon, and he andTiisfuc- 

defray the charge, beingdefirous to keep thempoor, PP /r m ,? pmftv<irltllp ; P r « J tM fc«. . ^ ™ rttuu 



as the beft means of keeping them obedient. 

But notwithftanding thefe precautions, they re- 
belled againft Darius ; and, in order to hold out to 
the laft extremity, they took all their women, and 
each man choofing one of them out of his own fa- 
mily whom he liked bed, they ftrangled the reft, 
that unneceflary mouths might not confume their 
provilions. i€ And hereby (faith Dean Pridcaux) 
was very fignally fulfilled the prophecy of Ifaiah 
againft them, in which he foretold, 41 That two 
41 things fliould come to them in a moment, in one 
u day, the lofs of children and widowhood, and 
44 that thefe fhall come upon them in their per- 
44 feftion, for the multitude of their forceries, and 
44 the great abundance of their enchantments.' 9 
Ifaiah xlvii. 9. And in what greater perfection could 
thefe calamities come upon them, than when they 
themfelves thus upon themfelves became the execu- 
tioners of them ?" They fuftained the aflault againft 
all the efforts of Darius for twenty months ; and at 
length the city was taken by ftratagem. As foon 
as Darius had made himfelf mafter of the place, he 
ordered three thoufand of the principal men to be 
crucified, and thereby fulfilled the prophecies of 
the cruelty which the Medes and Perfians fhould 
ufe towards the Babylonians. Ifaiah xiii. 17, 18. 
Jer. 1. 41. He likewife demolifhed the wall, and 
burnt the gates ; by which was remarkably fulfilled 
the prophecy of Jeremiah 5 44 Thus faith the Lord 
" of hofts, The broad walls of Babylon fhall be 
44 utterly broken, and her high gates (hall be burnt 
44 with fire." Jer.li. 58. 

When Xerxes returned from his unfortunate ex- 
pedition into Greece, partly out of religious zeal, 
(being a profefTed enemy to imagine worfhip,) and 
partly to reimburfe himfelf after his immenfe ex- 
pences, he feized upon the treafures, and plundered 
or deftroyed the temples and idols in Babylon, there- 
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Babylon is fallen, is fallen-, and all the 
44 graven images of her gods he hath broken unto 
44 the ground : Bel bowethdown, Nebo ftoopeth/' 
Ifaiah xxi. 9. lxvi. I. 44 Babylon is taken, Bel is 
44 confounded, Merodachis broken in pieces. And 
cc I will punifh Bel in Babylon, and I will bring 
ic forth out of his mouth that which he hath fwal- 
44 lowed up." Jer 1. a. li. 44, &c. This part of 
the prophecy was mod literally fulfilled, when the 
reflets of the Houfe of God, which Nebuchadnez- 
zar had brought from Jerufalem, and placed in the 
tempel of Bel, wcrcreftoredby order of Cyrus, and 
carried back to Jerufalem. 



(faith 

he) Seleucia is greater than Babylon, and Babylon 
is much defertcd;fo that one may apply to this what 
the poet faid of Magalopolis, in Arcadia, 44 the 
great city is now become a great defert." Pliny, in 
like manner, affirms, that it was reduced to folitude, 
being exhaufted by the neighbourhood of Seleucia, 
built for that purpofe by Seleucus Nicanor. Maxi- 
musTyrius mentions it as lying neglc&ed and for- 
faken; and Lucian intimates, that in a little time it 
would be fought for, and not found. In the time 
of Jerome (who lived in the fourth century after 
Chrift) it was converted into a chace, to keep wild 
beafts within the compafs of its walls for the hunt- 
ing of the latter kings of Pcrfia. < c We have learned 
(faith he) from a certain Elamite brother, who, 
44 coming out of thofe parts, now liveth as a monk 
44 at Jerufalem, that the royal huntings are in Ba- 
" bylon, and wild beafts of every kind are confined 
44 within the circuit of the walls." And a little 
after he faith, 44 that, excepting the brick walls, 
44 which, after many years, have been repaired for 
<c the enclofing of wild beafts, all the fpace within 
' 4 is entirely defolation." 

Of later authors the firft who mentions any thing . . 
concerning Babylon is Benjamin of Tudela, a Jew, TodeS? 
wholivedin the twelfth century. In his itinerary, r^uT' 0 * 
he fays, 44 ancient Babylon is now laid wafte ; but y ° a " 
44 fome ruins are ftill to be feen of Nebuchadnez- 
44 zar's palace ; and men fear to enter them, on ac- 
44 count of the ferpents and fcorpions which are in 
44 themidftof it." And Taxeira, aPortuguefe, in 
the defcription of his travels from India to Italy, 
fays, 44 of this great famous city there is nothing 
44 but only a few veftiges remaining, nor in the 
44 whole region is any place lefs frequented." 

Such are the accounts given us of the ftate of Ba- 
bylon by ancient authors : let us fee what rela- 
tion is given of it by the writers and travellers of 
modern date. The firft we fhall quote of thefe is 
one Rauwolf, a German traveller, who paflcd that 

way in the year I574> and whofe account of the ^ountf 3 
ruins of this once famous city is as follows : <4 The 
44 village (fays he) of Eulogo now lieth on the place 
44 where formerly old Babylon, the metropolis of 
44 Chaldea, was fituated. The harbour is a quarter 
44 of a league's diftance from it, where people go 
44 afhore, in order to proceed by land to the cele- 
4< brated city of Bagdat, which is a day and a half's 
44 journey from thence eaftward on the Tigris. This 
44 country is fo dry and barren, that it cannot be 
44 tilled; and fobare, that I could never have belie v-. 
1 4< cd that this powerful city, once the moftftately 
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and renowned in all the world, and fituated in If 4< have taken the ruins of Selcucia, or fome other 



the pleafant and fruitful country of Shinar, could 
have ever flood there, if I had not known it by 
itsfituation,and many antiquities, of great beauty, 
which are ftill ftanding hereabout in great def- 
lation. Firft, by the old bridge which was laid 
over the Euphrates, whereof there are fome pie- 
ces and arches ftill remaining, built of burnt 
brick, and fo ftrong that it is admirable. Juft 
before the village of Eulogo is the hill whereon 
the caftle ftood, and the ruins of its fortification 
are ftill vifible, though demolifhed and uninha- 
bited. Behind it, at a fmall diftance, ftood the 
tower of Babylon. It is ftill to be feen, and is 
half a league in diameter, but fo ruinous, fo low, 
and fo full of venemous creatures, \yhich lodge 
in holes made by them in the rubbifli, that no 
one durft approach nearer to it than within half 
a league, except during two. months in ths win- 
ter, when thefe animals never ftir out of their 
holes* Thefe is one fort particularly, which the 

inhabitan ts,in the language of the country , ( which 
isPerfion,) call Eglo, the poifon whereof is very 

fearching : they are larger than our lizard." 

PetmiVai- Petrus Vallenfis, (a noble Roman,) who was at 

ioum'or bagdat * n t ' ie y ear an d went to fee the ruins 

thcruinsof (as they are thought to be) of ancient Babylon, in- 
Babyion. forms us, that, 44 in the middle of a vaftand level 

44 plain, about a quarter of a league from the Eu- 
44 phrates, which, in that place, runs weftward, ap- 
44 pears an heap of ruined buildings like a huge 
44 mountain, the materials of which are fo con- 
44 founded together, that one knows not what to 
4C make of it. Its fituation and form correfpond 
i4 with that pyramid which Strabo calls the tower 
44 of Belus : and it is, in all likelihood, the tower 
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of Nimrod, in Babylon, or Babel, as that place is 
44 ftill called. There 'appear no marks of ruins 
44 without the compafs of that huge mafs, to con- 
44 vince one fo great a city as Babylon had ever 
4t ftood there i all one difcovers, within fifty or fixty 
paces of it, are only the remains here and there of 
fbme foundations of buildings : and the country 
44 round about it is fo flat and level, that one can 
hardly believe it fhould be chof^n for the fitua- 
" tion of fo great and noble a city as Babylon, or 
4t that there were ever any remarkable buildings 
on it : but for my part, I am aftonifhed there ap- 
pears fo much as there does, confidering it is at 
44 leaft four thoufand years fince that city was built ; 
44 and that Diodorus Siculus informs us, it was 
44 reduced almoft to nothing in his time* 91 

m Taver Monf. Tavernier, a very celebrated traveller, tells 
ftier- 1 ac- us, that, 14 at the parting of the Tigris, which is but 
count. cc a little way from Bagdat, there is the foundation 

* 4 of a city, which feems to have been a large league 
44 in compafs. There are fome of the walls yet 
44 ftanding, upon which fix coaches may go abreaft : 
44 they are made of burnt brick, ten feet fquare, and 
44 three thick. The chronicles of the country fay, 
44 here ftood the ancient Babylon. Tavernier, 
however, did not think the ruins he faw to be thofe 
of Nebuchadnezzar's palace, or of the tower of Ba- 
bel, as fome have fuppofed they were. He adopts 
the opinion of the Arabs, and fuppofes them ra- 
ther to be the remains of fome tower, built by one 
of their princes for a beacon, to affemble his fub- 
jedrs in time of war, which, in all probability, was 
the real ftate of the cafe. 



Mr. Sal. 

man'* ac- 
count., 



The obfervations made by Mr. Salmon (in his 
Modern Hiftory) relative to Babylon, are certainly 
very juft and pertinent. 44 What (fays he) is as 
44 ftrange as any thing related of Babylon is, that 
44 we cannot learn, with certainty, either from an- 
44 cient writers, or modern travellers, where this fa- 
44 mous city ftood, only in general, that it wasfitu- 
44 ated in the province of Chaldsea, upon the river 
44 Euphrates, confiderably above the place where 
44 it is united with the Tigris. Travellers have 
44 gueffed, from the great ruins they have difcover- 
44 ed in feveral parts of this country, that in this 
44 or that place Babylon once ftood : but when we 
44 come to examine nicely the places they mention, 
44 we only learn that tbey are certainly wrong, and 



44 great town, for thofe of Babylon." 

The laft traveller we fhall mention, who takes no- %tr.th 9 « 
tice of the ruins of Babylon, is Mr. Hanwav, who, wa y' s «- 
previous to his giving an account of the liege of 
Bagdat by Nadir Shah, prefaceth it in thefe words ; 
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44 mous city, in the neighbourhood of which for- 
44 merly ftood the metropolis of one of the moft an- 
44 cient and moft powerful monarchies in the world. 
" The place is generally called Bagdat, or Bagdad; 
44 though fome writers preferve the ancient name of 
Babylon. The reafon of thus confounding thefe 
two cities is, that the Tygris and Euphrates, 
forming one common ftream before they difem- 
bogue into the' Perfian gulph, are not unfre- 
quently mentioned as one and the fame river. It 
44 is certain that the prefent Bagdat is fituated on 
the Tygris ; but the ancient Babylon, according 
to all hiftorians, both facred and profane, was 
on the Euphrates. The ruins of the latter, which 
geographical writers place about fifteen leagues 
44 to the louth of Bagdat, are now fo much effaced, 
44 that there are hardly any vcftiges of them to point 
44 out the fituation. In the tim-e of the emperor 
Theodofius there was only a great park remain- 
ing, in which the kings of Perha bred wild beafts 
44 for the amufement of hunting." 

How evidently does it appear, from all thefe ac- 
counts, with what great punctuality time hath ful- 
filled the predictions of the prophets concerning 
Babylon ! When it was converted into a chafe for 
wild beafts to feed and breed there, then were ex- 
actly accomplifhed the words of the prophets, that 
44 the wild beafts of the defert, with the wild beafts 
44 of theifland fhould dwell there, and cry in their 
44 defolate bodies." One part of the country was 
overflowed by the river having been turned out of 
its courfe, and never reftored to its former channel, 
and thence became boggy and marfliy ; fo that it 
might literally be faid to be 44 a pofleflion for the 
44 bittern and pools of water/' Ifaiah xiv. CL3. An- 
other partis defcribed as dry and naked, and bar- 
ren of every thing; fo that thereby was alfo fulfilled 
another prophecy ; 44 Her cities are a defolation, a 
44 dryland and a wildernefs, a land wherein no man 
44 dwelleth, neither doth any fon of man pals 
44 thereby Jer. li. 43. The place thereabout is 
reprefented as over-run with ferpents, fcorpions, 
and all forts of venemous and unclean creatures ; fo 
that 44 their houfes are full of doleful creatures, 
44 and dragons cry in their pleafant palaces ; and 
44 Babylon is become heaps, a dwelling-place for 
44 dragons, an aftonifhment and an hiffing without 

44 an inhabitant." "For all th*»{% r^alnne c* n#>if-ti#>r< 
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44 can the Arabian pitch his tent there, neither can 
44 the fhepherds make their folds there. 99 And when 
we find that modern travellers cannot no w certainly 
difcoverthe fpot of ground whereon this renowned 
city once was fituated, we may very properly, fay, 
44 How is Babylon become a defolation among the 
44 nations ? Every purpofe of the Lord hath hejper- 
44 formed againft Babylon, to make the land of Ba- 
44 bylon a defolation without an inhabitant z" and 
the expreffion is no lefs true than fublime, that 44 the 
44 Lord of hofts hath fwept it with the befoul of 
44 deftrutftion." 

Thus have we reprefented, in the moft clear and 
undeniable light, the amazing prophecies which 
were foretold and fulfilled concerning the fate of the 
once magnificent city of Babylon. How wonder- 
ful are fuch predictions, compared with the events ! 
and what a convincing argument it is of the truth 
and divinity of the Holy Scriptures ! Well might 
God reprefent this as a memorable inftance of his 
prefcience, and challenge all the other falfe gods 
and their votaries to produce the like. 44 Who hath 
44 declared this from ancient time ? have not I the 
44 Lord ? and there is no God elfe befide me ; a juft 
44 God and a Saviour, there is none befide me j^cle- 
44 claringthe end from the beginning, and from an- 
44 cient times the things that are not yet done, faying, 
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My counfel fliall ftancl, and I will do all my plea- 
fure." ifaiah xlv. ai. xlvi# 10. And, indeed* 



where can wc find a fimilar inftancc,but in Scripture, 
from the beginning of the world to the prefent 
time ? 
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CHAP. IX. 

Prophecies concerning the city of Tyre. 

* 

NOTHEll memorable "inftance of the great 



Jacob, Gen. xlix. 13* In the days of Jofliua it was 
called " Great Sidon." Jofli. xi« 8.* And in the 
days of the Judges, the inhabitants of Laifli are faid 
to have " dwelt carclefsand fecure, after the man- 
" ner of the Sidonians." Judges xviii. 7. 

But though Tyre was the daughter of Sidon, yet Tyrecele- 
the daughter foon equalled, and, in time, excelled ? ratCtl for 
the mother, and became the moil celebrated place t" Je an4 
in the world for its trade and navigation, being the tichcs > 
feat of commerce, and the center of riches. Itis 



truth of prophecy, is that of the deftrucftion of { therefore called, by the prophet Ifaiah, "a mart of 



Tyre. The inhabitants of this city, as well as thole 
of Nineveh and Babylon, were great enemies to the 
jews : but it was not altogether on this account that 



" nations, the crowning city, whofe merchants are 
" princes, whofe traffickers are the honourable of 
" the earth." Ifaiah xxxiii. 2.8. AndEzekiel (asit 



they were puniflied with the Divine vengeance ; it II were commenting on the words of Ifaiah, " a mart 
was owing to their pride and felf-fufficiency, both " ~ L * " N " 1 : ^ 

of which were founded on their great riches obtain- 
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ed by traffic, and for which they were more famous 
than any other nation whatever. 

The deftrucftion of Tyre was predicted by the pro-, 
phets many years before it happened, and particu- 
larly by Ifaiah and Ezekiel. But it hath been a 
matter of doubt among the learned, which of the 
Tyres was the fubjeft of the prophecies, whether 
Palretyrus, or Old Tyre, that was feated on the con- 
tinent, or New Tyre, that was built on an ifland 
nearly oppofite. But the bed: anfwer to be given 
to this, and the mod: inconteftible obfervation is, 
that the prophecies manifeftly appertain to both, 
fome expreffions being applicable only to the for- 
mer, and others only to the latter. 

In one place Tyre is defcribed as "fituate at the 
" entry of the fea," Ezek. xxvii. 3 ; in others as 
" in the midft of the fea," ver. 4 and 15. Some- 
times it is reprefented as befieged " with horfes and 
" with chariots," Ezek. xxvi. 7. Sec. and at other 
times it is exprefsly called * c an ifland, and the fea, 
tc even the itrength of the fea." Ezek. xxiii. a. It 
is faid, " By reafon of the abundance of his horfes 
their duft fliall cover thee, thy walls fliall fliake 
at the noife of the horfemen, and of the wheels, 
and of the chariots when he fliall enter into they 
gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a 
breach." Ezek. xxvi. 10. It is afterwards faid, 
They fliall break down thy walls, and deftroy the 
pleafant houfes,and they fliall lay thy ftones, and 
thy timber, and thy duft in the midft of the wa- 
ter." Ezek. xxvi. 11. And again, "They fliall 
bring thee down to the pit, and thou flialt die the 
deaths of them that are flain in the midft of the 
" feas." Ezek. xxviii. 8. 

It is evident, from thefe expreffions, that the in- 
fularTyre, as well as the Tyre on the continent, is 
included in thefe prophecies. They are both com- 
prehended under the fame natne, and both fpoken of 
as one and the fame city, one part being built on the 
continent, and the other on an adjoining ifland. 

It was ufual with the prophets, when they de- 
nounced the downfall and defolation of a city or 
kingdom, to defcribe, by way of codtraft, its then 
flourifliing condition, to fhow, in ai ftronger point 
of view, how Providence changeth the fcene, and 
ordereth and difpofeth all events. The prophets 
Ifaiah and Ezekiel obferve the fame method with 
regard to Tyre. Ifaiah fpeaketh of it as a place of 
great antiquity ; " Is this your joyous city, whofe 
" antiquity is of ancient days ?" If. xxiii. 7. And 
it is mentioned as a ftrong place fo early as the days 
of Jofhua ; "The ftrong city of Tyre." Jofh.xix. 
29. Nay, there are even heathen authors who extol 
the great antiquity of the place. The Greek geo- 
grapher Strabo faith, that, after Sidon, the greateft 
and mod ancient city of the Phoenicians was Tyre, 
V/hich was a rival to Sidon in greatnefs, and luftre, 
and antiquity. 

Ancient, however, as this city was, it was the 
" daughter of Sidon," as it is called by the pro- 
phet Ilaiah, xxiii. ia. and u the merchants of Sidon, 

a. 



who paf^ over the fea, repleniflied it, ver 
Sidon was the eldeft fon of Canaan, Gen. x. 15. 
and the city of Sidon is mentioned by the patriarch 
No. 55. 



commodities were brought to Tyre, and bought and 
fold by the Ty rians. Ezek. xxvii. 

In this wealthy and flourifliing condition was itsdeftroc- 
Tyre when the prophets foretold its deftruAion ; Joidb f ythc 
one of whom (Ifaiah) mentions it at lead 115 years prophets, 
before it was deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. An 
extenfive and beneficial trade in any city foon pro- 
duces luxury and pride. So it fared with the Ty- 
rians ; and for thefe, and their other vices, as well 
as for their infults and injuries done to the Jews, the 

Divine vengeance was denounced upon them by the 
prophets. 

The prophet Ifaiah mentions the pride of the Ty- 
rians as being the principal occafion of their fall: 
The Lord of hofts (faith he) hath propofed it, 
to ftain the pride of all glory, and to bring into 
" contempt all the honourable of the earth." If. 
xxiii. 9. Ezekiel defcribes at large their luxury, and 
particularly cenfures the pride of the king of Tyre, 
in arrogating tohimfelf divine honours. " Becaufe 
<c thou haft fet thine heart as the heart of God, Be- 
hold, therefore, I will bring ftrangers upon thee, 
the terrible of the nations : and they fhall draw 
their fwords againft the beauty of thy wifdom, 
and they fliall defile thy brightnefs." Ezekiel 
xxviii. 6, Sec. 
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nounced the Divine Judgments on theTyrians for 
their wickednefs in general, and in particular for 
their cruelty to the children of Ifrael, and for buy- 
ing and felling them like cattle in the markets. 
Thus faith the Lord by the prophet Joel : " Becaufe 
" ye have taken my filver and my gold, and have 
carried into your temples my goodly pleafant 
things: the children alfo of Judah, and the 
children of Jerufalem have ye fold unto the 
Grecians, that ye might remove them far from 
their border : Behold, 1 will raife them out of 
the place whither ye have fold them, and will re- 
turn your recompence upon your own head." 
Joel iii. 5, &c. 

The prophet Amos fpeaketh to the fame pur- 

pofe : " Thus faith the Lord, for three trarifgreflions 
of Tyrus, and for four I will not turn away the 
punifliment thereof ; becaufe they delivered up 
cc the whole captivity to Edorn, and remembered 
<c not the brotherly covenant." Amosi. 9. By the 
latter part of thefe words, the prophet means the 
league and alliance between Hiram, king of Tyre, 
on the one part, and David and Solomon on the 
other. 

The royal Pfalmift reckons theTyrians ; among the 
tnoft inveterate and implacable enemies of the Jew- 
ifli name and nation : "The tabernacles of Edorn 
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(lays he) and lihmaelites, of Moab, and the Ha- 
" garenes, Gabal, and Ammon, and Amalek, the 
" Philiftines, with the inhabitants of Tyre." Pfal. 
lxxxiii. 6, 7. 

Ezekiel alfo begins his prophecy againft the Ty- Prophecy 
rians, with a declaration that the judgments de- ^ a f n 2 ^ C g 
nounced againft them were occafioned by their do- TySni! * 
mineering over the Jews, and infulting them, after 
the taking of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar. " Son 
" of man, becaufe that Tyrus hath faid againft Je- 
" rufalem, Aha, (he is broken that was the gates 
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of tlie people ; flic is turned unto nic ; I fliall he 
rcplcnHlied, now (lie is laid waftc : Therefore 
thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am againft 
thec, O Tyrus, and will caufc many nations to 
come up againft thee, as the fca caufcth liis waves 
to come up." Ezek. xxvi. a, 3. 

Thefe were the circumftances which occafioned 
the prophecies again ft Tyre ; and, by carefully con- 
fideringand comparing them together, we fliall find 
that they include the following particulars, viz. 
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as a prcdi&ion. Ezekiel intimates the fame thing : 
u The ifics that are in the fca fliall be troubled at thy 
" departure/' Ezek. xxvi. 

The Phoenicians were thebeft navigators of ami- The n& 

and the Tyrians, in particular, were celc- ? ,c i an,l k 



quity ; 

braied for their (hipping, and having colonics in 
different parts of the world. In this refpedtTyre 
exceeded Sidon : flie fent forth colonies into Africa 
and Spain ; and Quintus Curtius faith, that her co- 
lonies were diffufed almoft over the whole world. 
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. ru iii J~a~r*„~,\ k« H The Tyrians, therefore, having planted colonies at 

1. That the city fliould be taken and deftroyedby T ~.l \ nnnn tl ' n ^a? *c nuut\„ u " 



the Chaldeans, or Babylonians 

a. That the inhabitants fliould pafs the Mediterra- 
nean into the iflands and countries adjoining, and 
even there fliould not find a quiet fettlement. 

3. That the city fliould be reftored after feventy 
years, and return to her gain and her merchandize. 

4. That it fliould be taken and deftroyed again. 

5* That the people fliould, in time, forfake their 
idolatry, and become converts to the true religion 
and worfhip of God. 

6. That the city fliould be totally deftroyed, and 
become a place only for fifliers to fpread their nets 
upon. 

On a proper examination into thefe refpecftive par- 
ticulars, we fliall find that they were not only diftincft- 
ly foretold, but like wife exadtly fulfilled. 

1. The city fliould be taken and deftroyed by the 
Chaldeans. This is exprefsly foretold by the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, who fays, "Thus faith the Lord God, 
c Behold] will bring upon Tyrus, Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, a king of kings from the north, 
with horfes and with chariots, and with horfe- 
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men, and companies, and much people : he fliall 
flay the people by the f word, and thy ftronggar- 
<c rifons ttiall go down to the ground." Ezek.xxvi. 
7, it. Shalmanefer, king of Aflyria, had befieged 
Tyre without fuccefs ; but Nebuchadnezzar was to 
prevail. The prophet Ezekiel not only foretold the 
liege, but he likewife mentions it afterwards as a 
paft tranfaction : C€ Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar 
44 king of Babylon caufed his army to fervea great 
ct fervice againft Tj r rus ; every head was made bald, 
" and every (boulder was peeled." Ezek. xxix. 
18. 

Jofephus tells us, that Nebuchadnezzar befieged 
Tyre thirteen years when Ithobal was king there, 
and that he fubdued all Syria and Phoenicia. As the 
fiege continued fo long, the foldiers muft confe- 
quently have endured many hardfhips ; fo that 
thereby we better underftand the juftnefs of Eze- 
kiel's expreflion, that tc Nebuchadnezzar caufed his 
u army toferve a great fervice againft Tyrus ; every 
cc head was made bald, and every fliould 
<c peeled." Such light doth profane hiftory caft 
upon facred. It farther appears, from the Phoeni- 
cian annals, that the Tyrians received their kings 
afterwards from Babylon, which plainly evinces that 
fomc of the blood royal muft have been carried thi- 
ther captives. The Phoenician annals likewife (as 
is clearly fliewn by the learned Dr. Prideaux) agree 
exadtly with EzekiePs account of the time and year 
wherein the city was taken. Tyre, therefore, ac- 
cording to the prophecies, was fubdued and taken 
by Nebuchadnezzar and the Chaldeans ; after which 
we hear little more of that part of the city which 
flood upon the continent. 

a. That the inhabitants of Tyre fliould pafs over 
the Mediterranean into the iflands and countries ad- 
joining, and even there fliould find no quiet fettle- 
ment. This is plainly fignified by the prophet 
Ifaiah : 44 Pafs ye over toTarfliifli," (that is, toTar- 
teffus,in Spain ;) " howl ye inhabitants of the iflc." 
Ifaiah xxiii. 6. And again, 44 Arife, pafs over to 
44 Chittim," (that is, the iflands and countries bor- 
dering upon the Mediterranean ;) " there alfofhalt 
" thou have no reft." Ver. ia. What the prophet 
here delivers by way of advice, is to be underftood 



Tarfliifti, and upon the coafts of Chittim, it was 
natural for them, when they were prcfled with dan- 
gers and difficulties at home, to fly to their friends 
and countrymen abroad, for refuge and protection. 
That they really did fo is afferted by St. Jerome, 
whofe authority is founded on the Affyrian hifto- 

which have been fince loft. 4C We read (fays 
he) in the hiftories of the Aflyrians, that when 
the Tyrians were befieged, after they faw no 
hope of refifting the enemy, they went on board 
their (hips, and fled to Carthage, or to fomc 
iflands of the Ionian and iEgean Sea/ 1 And in 
another place he faith, 44 When the Tyrians faw 
that the works for carrying on the fiege were 
perfected, and the foundations of the wails were 
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fliaken by the battering of the rams, whatfoever 
precious things in gold, filver, clothes, and va- 
rious kinds of furniture the nobility had, they 
put them on board their fliips, and carried them 
to the iflands: fo that the city being taken, 
Nebuchadnezzar found nothing worthy of his 
labours." 



It muft certainly have been very mortifying to 
Nebuchadnezzar, after fo long and laborious a 
fiege, to be difappointed of the fpoil of fo rich a 
city ; and therefore Ezekiel was commiflioned to 
promife the conqueft of Egypt for his reward : 
44 Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
caufed his army to ferve a great fervice againft 
Tyrus : every head was made bald, and every 
flioulder was peeled : yet had he no wages, nor 
his army for Tyrus, for the fervice that he had 
ferved againft it. Therefore thus faith theLord 
God, Behold I will give the land of Egypt unto 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he fliall 
take her multitude, and take her fpoil, and take 
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her prey, and it fliall be the wages for his army. 
Ezek. xxix. 18, 19. 



ut though the Tyrians (hould pafs over to Tar- 
fliifli, and to Chittim, yet even there they fliould 
find no quiet fettlement ; * c there alfo /halt thou 
u have no reft." Megafthenes, who lived about 300 
years before Chrift, and was employed by Seleucus 
Nicanor in an embafly to the king of India, wrote 
an hiftory of that country, in which he mentions 
Nebuchadnezzar as a man of the mo ft diftinguifhed 
valour and military prowefs. This hiftorian is quot- 
ed by feveral ancient authors; and he is particular- 
ly cited by Strabo and Jofephus, for faying that 
Nebuchadnezzar furpafled Hercules in bravery and 
great exploits ; that he fubdued great part of Africa 
and Spain ; and that he proceeded as far as the Pil- 
lars of Hercules. 

■ » • _ 

It is reafonable to fuppofe that, after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had fubdued Tyre and Egypt, he carried his 
arms farther to the weftward ; and if he proceeded 
as far as Megafthenes reports, the Tyrians might 
well be faid to <c have no reft," the conqueror pur- 
fiiing them from one country to another. But, be- 
fides this, and after this, the Carthaginians, and 
other colonies of the Tyrians, lived in a very wretch- 
ed ftate. Their hiftory confifts of little more than 
wars and tumults. Sicily and Spain, Europe and 
Africa, the land, and their own element the fea, 
were theatres of their calamities and miferies, till 
at length not only the New, but Old Carthage 
likewife, was utterly deftroyed. As the Carthagi- 
nians fprang from the Tyrians, and the Tyrians 
from the Sidonians, and Sidon was the fir ft born of 
Canaan, (fee Gen. x. 15.) fo the curfe upon Canaan 
feemeth to have purfucd them to the moft diftant 
parts of the earth. 
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f ^ 3. The city flioulcl be reftrircd after frvcifty years, 
ft fewniy and return to 1icr gain and her merchandize. This 
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circumftancc is exprefsly foretold by the prophet 
Ifaiah 



" Andit fliall come to pafs in that day that 



Tyre fliall be forgotten feventy years, according 

to the days of one king, (or kingdom, meaning 

the Babylonians, which was to continue feventy 
44 years;) after the end of feventy years fhnllTy re 
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iing as an harlot. Take an harp, go about the 
city, .thou harlot that haft been forgotten, make 
4C fweet melody, fingmany fongs that thou liiayeft 
44 borrniembered. And it fliall come to pais after 
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" the end of feventy years, that the Loj-d will vl fit 
Tyrej and fhe fliall turn to her hire, iand 'fliall 
44 commit fornication with all the kingdohfisof thfe 
world upon the face of the earth/' Ifaiah xxitr. 
a 5, 16 j 17. The plain meaning of thefe 'figuratiVfe 
expreflions is, that Tyre (hould lie ntjgVftexl bf tra- 
ders and merchants for feventy years,' as*iong as the 
Babylonian empire lafted* and after tliat (hie'-Oiotild 
recover her liberties and her trade, aiid ,; dfk%v in fti* 
veral of all nations to deal with ber, and particular- 
ly the kings of the earth to buy her -purples, -winch 
were Warn chiefly by emperors and kihgs; and :r fAf 

which Tyre was more famoas than any other plafcfc 
in the univerfe. 
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44 Thefe nations fhaJJ ferve the 
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.. The ti«ie prefixed for the duration of the Babylo*- 
nian empire was feventy years. So Jong were the 
nations to groan under that tyrannical .yoke ; tbougfk 
kbefe nations were fubdued, fome foonef and fome 
later than others. 

44 king of Babylon feventy years : and it /hall come 
to pais, when feventy years are accpmplifhed,that 
I will punifli the king of Babylon, and that nation, 
faith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of 
the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual defo- 
u lations?' Jer. xxv. ti, ia. And accordingly; 
at the end of feventy years, Cyrus and thePerfiaiis 
fubverted the Babylonian empire, and reftored the 
conquered nations to their liberties. 

rrewken Tyre was taken by Nebuchadnezzar in the ,3^tl 
ihcz' y ear °f his reign ; feventy years from , Nvhich time 
Zm brings us down to the i9th-of Darius Hyftafpis. At 
that time it appears from hiftory, that the lonians 
had rebelled againft Darius, and the Phoenicians af- 
fitted him with their fleets ; and confequently it is 

reafonable to conclude tliat they were now reftored 
to their former privileges. In the fucceeding reign 
wefindthat they, together with the Sidonians,fur- 
niflied Xerxes with feveral (hips for his expedition 
into Greece. And by the time of Alexander the 
Great, the Tyrians were grown to fuch power and 
greatnels, that they flopped the progrefs of that ra- 
pid conqueror longer than any part of the Perlian 
empire -befides. But all this is to be underftood of 
the infular Tyre ; for as the old city flouriflied molt 
before the time of Nebuchadnezzar, fo the new city. 

flouriflied moft afterwards ; and this is the Tyre that 
henceforth is fo much celebrated in hiftory. 

4. The city fliould be taken and deftroyed again. 
Howl ye inhabitants of the ifle." Ifaiah xxiii. 6. 

What city is like Tyrus, like the deftroyed in the 
44 raidft of the fca ?" Ezek. xxvii. 32. 44 They 
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Ezek. xxvii. 32 



fliall bring tbee down to the pit, and thou ftialt 
die the deaths of them that areflainin the mid ft of 
44 the fea." xxviiit 8. Thefe exprefllons can imply 
no lefs than that the infular Tyre fliould be deftroy- 
ed as well as that upon the continent ; and as the 

one was accomplifhed by Nebuchadnezzar, fo was 
the other by Alexander the Great. But the fame 
thing may be inferred more diredtly from the words 
of Zechariah, who prophefied in the reign of Dari- 
us, (probably Darius Hyftafpis) many years after 
the former deftru&ion of the city, and confequently 
he muft be underftood to fpeak of this latter. His 
words are thefe: 44 And Tyrus did build herfelf a 
44 ftrong hold, and heaped up filver as the duft, 
tl and fine gold as the mire of the ftreets'. Behold 
the Lord will caft her out, and he will fmite her 
power in the fea, and flie (hail be devoured with 
fire/' Zcch.ix. 3,4. That Tyrus did build her- 
felf a ftrong hold is very certain ; for her fituation 

was exceeding ftrong in an ifland ; and, befides the 
No. 55, 
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cc 
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-fca to defend her, flie was fortified with a wall of \ 50 
feet in heigh th, and of a proportionable thicknefs. 
" She heaped up filver as the duft, and fine gold as 
44 the mire of the ftreets being the moft celebra- 
ted place in the world 'for trade and riches, 44 the 
44 mart of nations," as flie is called, conveying the 
commodities of the eafttothe weft, and ; ofi the weft 
to the eaft. But yet 44 Behold theLord will caft her 
<6 out, <siricl he Will fmite her power in the fea, and 
44 (he fliall be devoured with firfe." Ezekiel had 
likewifc foretold that the city fliould be confumed 
with fire : ^ I will bring,forth afire from.the midft 
*? of thee, it lhall devour thee, and I will bring thee 
* 4 to allies upon the ©arthi in the fight of ,ali them 
x * that bWhdld thee."' Ezek. xxviii. 18. And ac- 
cordingly Alexander befleged.,. and took, and fet the 
city oh fire. / The ruins, of old Tyre contributed T ytctakc a 
much to the taking of the new city : . for with the andbamc 
ftohes 3 timber, and ruhhifti of the old city, Alexan- l^jcu 
der made ji b.auk, or caufeway., from the continent 
tb the iflaml J. thereby literally fulfilling the words 
'of tfye prophet : 44 Thqy (hall lay thyftones, and thy 
timber^arid thy duft in the midft of the water/* 
1£zek. x^cvi.. ia. Alexander was feven months in 
completing this work; hup the time and labour 
Were wetl employed ; for, byxneaus thereof he was 
enabled to v ft6rm and take the city. \ 

>> At the'tJme Alexander reduced Tyre, great nlim r 
hers of v\W ^inhabitants, as in the former fie'ge, palt- 
ed over the Mediterranean to the iflands 'and coun- 
tries adjoining. Both Diodorns Siculas alid Ouintus 
Curtius tfcftify that they fent their wives and chil- 
dren toGarthage ; and, upon the taking of theplace, 
the Sidmiians fecretly conveyed away fifteen thou- 
fand more in their (hips. - Happy were they who 
thusefcaped; for of thofe who remained behind, the 
conqucrpr flew eight thoufand in ftorming and tak- 
ing the city, caufed two thoufand afterwards to be 
crucified, and thirty thoufand he fold for flaves. 
Tliey had before fold fome of the captive Jews ; ri . a . ns 
and now it was returned, upon them, according to Clhc " 
the precision . of Joel : u The childrenalfo of Judah, 
44 and the children of Jerufalem^have ye fold ; be- 
4 t hold 1 will return your recompence upon your 
44 own head, and will lellyour fons and your daugh- 
44 terB.^ , Joel Hi. 6, 7, 8. 

When the old city was taken, the Tyrians re- 
ceived their kings afterwards from Babylon ; but 
when the new one was conquered by Alexander, 
their king held the fovereigmy by his appointment. 
The cafes are, in many refpeAs, alike; but the city 
recovered much fooncr from the calamities of the 
laft fiege than the firft. In the fpace'of nineteen 
years it was able to withftand the fleets and armies 
of Antigonus, and fuftained a liege of fifteen 
months before it was taken ; a plain proof (as Dean 
Prideaux obferves) " of the great advantage of 
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trade": for this city being the 
moft of the trade both of the eal 



and weft did cen- 
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ter, by virtue hereof it was that it foon after revived 
to its priftine vigour." 

> 

5. There fliould come a time when the Tyrians 
would forlake their idolatry, and become converts 
to the true religion and worfhip of God. The Pfal- 
mift is thought to have hinted as much in faying 
u The daughter of Tyre fliall be therewith a gift 
Pfal. xlv. ia. And again, 44 The kings of Tarfliifli 
44 and of the ifles fliall bring prefents." Pfal.lxxii. 
10.^ Zechariah, when he foretells the calamities 
which the Tyrians and neighbouring nations fliould 
fnfFer from Alexander, at the fame time predidts 
their conyerlion to the true God ; 4C but he that re- 
44 maincth, even he fliall be for our God*" Zech. 
ix. 7. This prediction is more fully expreffed by 
the prophet Ifaiah, who fays, 4C And her merchan- 
Lt dife and her hire fliall be holinefs to the Lord : it 
fliall not be treafnred, nor laid up : for her mer- 
chandife fliall be for them that dwell before the 
Lord, to eat fufficiently, and for durable cloth- 
ing/' Ifaiah xxiii. 18. 

The Tyrians were greatly nddi&ed to the worflup The Tvti. 
of Hercules, as he was called by the Greeks, or^owo)l 
of Baal, as he is denominated in fcripturc. But M ? h«- 
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in procefs of time, by means of fome Jews and pro- 
felytcs living and convcrling among them, many 
were converted to the Jcwilh religion ; fo that 44 
44 great multitude of people from the fea coaft of 
44 Tyre and Sidon came to hear Our Saviour, and 
44 to be healed of their difeafes." Luke vi. 17. And 
when St. Paul, in his way to Jerufalem, came to 
Tyre, he found difciples there, who were infpired 
and prophefied ; and with them 44 he tarried feven 

9 Acfts xxi. 4. 
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_.. _ . During the time of Dioclefian's perfecution, the 

The Tyrt- „ <=> n _ ^ * . n# 

ans become Tynans were fuch fincere converts to Chriitiamty, 

» that many of themfuffered the moft horrid deaths, 
and died martyrs to the religion they then profefled. 
After the ftorm of perfecutiou was blown over, they 
(under the bifliop Paulinus) built an oratory, or ra- 
ther a temple, for the public worfhip of God, the 
moft magnificent and fumptuous in all Paleftine and 
Phoenicia . On this occafion Eufebius, on comment- 
on the paflage of Ifaiah, 44 And her merchandife 
and her hire fliall beholinefs to the Lord," fays, 
Since a church of God hath been founded in Tyre, 
as well as in other nations, many of its goods got- 
ten by merchandize are confecrated to the Lord, 
being offered to his church (as he afterwards ex- 
plains himfelf) for the ufe of the minitters of the 
altar or gofpel, according to the inftitution 
of our Lord, that they who wait at the altar 
fljould live of the altar.*' In like manner fpeaks 
St. Jerome : 44 We may behold churches in Tyre 
44 built to Chrift. We may fee their riches that 
14 they are not laid up, nor treafured, but given to 
44 thofe who dwell before the Lord. For the Lord 
c - hath appointed, that they who preach the gofpel 
c4 fliould live by the gofpel. M 

Tyrecrca- To thefe proofs wc fliall only add, that, as Tyre 
^fjJSJJj," 11 "confecrated its merchandize and hire unto theLord, 
opric, * fo it had the honour not only of being created into 

an arcbbifliopric, but was the firft archbifhopric un- 
der the patriarchate of Jerufalem, having fourteen 
bifhops under its primacy j and in this ftate it conti- 
nued fcveral years. 

<5. But, after all, Tyre was to be totally deftroyed, 
and become a place only for fifhers to fpread their 
nets upon. When the prophets denounced the de- 
ftrutflion of any city or country, it was not intended 
that fuch denunciation fliould take effecft immedi- 
ately. It was threatened that Babylon fliould be- 
come a defolation without an inhabitant, but many 
ages palFed before it was reduced to that condition ; 
it decayed by degrees, till, at length, it came to 
nothing. In like manner Tyre was not to be ruined 
and defolated all at once. Many events were to hap- 
pen previous to its final deftrucftion, and before 
the prophecies of Ezekiel could be fully accom- 
pliftied. 44 Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am 
againft thee, O Tyrus, and will caufe many na- 
tions to come up againft thee, as the fea caufeth 
his waves to come up ; and they fliall deftroy the 
walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers : I 
will alfo fcrape her duft from her, and make her 
like the top of a rock : it fliall be a place for the 
fpreading of nets in the mid ft of the fea ; for I 
have fpoken it, faith the Lord God.'* Ezekiel 
xxvi. 3, 4, 5. And again, 44 1 will make thee a tcr- 
44 ror, and thou flialt be no more ; though thou be 
44 fought for, yet flialt thou never be found again, 
ver. fci. 
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The prophecies of Tyre, like thofe relative to moft 
other places, were to receive their completion by 
degrees. Nebuchadnezzar deftroyed the old city, 
and Alexander employed the ruins and rubbifli 
in making his caufeway from the continent to the 
ifland, which henceforward were joined together. 
44 It is no wonder, therefore, (bifliop Pocock ob- 
ferves) that there are no figns of the ancient city ; 
and, as it is a fandy fliore, the face of every thing is 
altered ; and the great aqueducft, in many parts, is 
almoft buried in the fand." So that as to this part 
• of the city, the prophecy hath been literally ful- 
filled. 44 Thou flialt be built no more ; though 
thou be fought for, yet flialt thou never be found 
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again 
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It may be queftioned wlicthcr the new city ever 
arofc to that height of power, wealth, and great- 
nefs, to which it was elevated in the times of Jfaiah 
and Ezekiel. It received a great blow from Alexan- 
der, not only by his taking and burning the city, but 
much more by his building of Alexandria, in Egypt, 
which, in time, deprived it of much of its trade, and 
thereby contributed more effectually to its ruin. It 
had the misfortune afterwards of changing its 
mafters often, being fometimes in the hands of the 
Ptolemies, kings of Egypt, and fometimes of the 
kings of Syria, till at length it fell under the domi- 
nion of the Romans. It was taken by the Saracens 
about the year of Chrift 639, in the reign of Omar, 
their third emperor. It was retaken by the Chris- 
tians during the time of the holy war, in the year 
.1134; Baldwin the fecond of that name being then 
Jung of Jerufalem, and affifted by a fleet of the Ve- 
netians. From the Chriftians it was again taken, in 
the. year; 1289, by the Mamalucs of Egypt, under 
their Sultan Alphix, who facked and razed this and 
Sidon, and other ftrong towns, that they might not 
ever again afford any harbour or flielter to the Chris- 
tians. From the Mamalucs it was again taken, in 
the year 1516, by Selim the ninth emperor of the 
Turks; and under their dominion it continues at 
prefent. But, alas ! how fallen, how changed from 
what it was formerly I Inftead of being the center 
of trade, and frequented by the merchant fliips of 
the eaft and weft, it is no w r become an heap of ruins, 
and vifited only by a few poor fifhermen. So that 
as to this part like wife o£the city the prophecy has 
been literally fulfilled : 44 I will make thee like the 
44 top of a rock; thou flialt be a place to fpread 
44 nets upon." 

The defcription given of this once opulent and Mr.Mam. 
magnificent city by Mr. Maundrell, in his journey j^*^ 
from Aleppo to Jerufalem, is as follows: 44 This<> f *ytt. 
44 city (faith he) ftandingin the fca upon a penin- 
fula, promifes, at a diftance, fomething very mag- 
nificent. But when you come to it, you find no 
limilitude of that glory for which it was fo re- 
nowned in ancient times, and which is defcribed . 

On 
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by the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xxvi. &c. 
the north. fide it hath an old Turkifli ungarri- 
fdned caftle ; befides which you fee nothing here 
but a mere babel of broken walls-, pillars, vaults, 
&c. there being not fo much 3s one entire houfe 
left. Its prefent inhabitants are only a few poor 
wretches harbouring themfelves in the vaults, 
and fubfifting chiefly on filhing, who feem to be 
prefervedin this place by Divine Providence, as a 
vifiblc argument how God has fulfilled his word 
concerning Tyre/' viz. 44 that it fliould be as the 
top of a rock, a place for fifhers to dry their nets 
on." 



This account of Mr. MaundrelPs is corroborated 
by Mr. Middleton, in his New Syftem of Geography. 
44 This powerful city, (fays he, fpeaking of Tyre,) 
once the capital of Phoenicia, the emporium of com- 
merce, and miftrefs of the fea, equally famed for its 
trade, beauty and opulence, and for many ages 
deemed impregnable, both from its almoft inaccef- 
fible fituation, and the ftrength of its fortifications 
made by art, is now a meie defert, and cannot boafl 
of one houfe left entire. Its prefent inhabitants are 
only a few very poor people, who dwell in caverns, 
and fubfift by fiftiing.' ' 

Such hath been the fate of the once famous city of 
Tyre, on which the Divine vengeance was denoun- 
ced for the great pride of its inhabitants ; and in the 
deftrucftion of which we have an additional inftance, 
to thofe already mentioned, of the great truth of the 
Divine predictions, as fpoken by the mouths of the 
prophets. 



CHAP. X. 



Prophecies concerning Egypt. 

TT^GYPT is one of the moft ancient kingdoms in 
the world, it having been in a very fiouriftiing 
ftate even during the days of Abraham ; and the in- 
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habitants of it were diflinguifhed for having more 
wilUom than any other people at that time on the 
face of t he earth. It was (as we may call it) the 
great academy of the curlier ages. Hither the wits 
and fages of Greece and other countries repaired, 
;md received their learning at this fountain. It is 
mentioned to the commendation of Moles, that he 
" was learned in the wifdom of the Egyptians." 
A<fts vii. act. And the higheft character given of 
Solomon's wifdom is, that it u excelled the wifdom 



tc of all the children of the eaft country, and all the 
x < wifdom of Egypt." I Kings iv. 30. But with this 
wifdom it was early corrupted, and was as much 
the parent of fuperfrition as it was the miftrefs of 
learning ; and the one, as well as the other, were 
from thence propagated and diffufed over other 
countries. It was, indeed, the grand corrupter of 
the world ; the fource of Polytheifm and idolatry to 
feveral of the eaftern, and to moft of the weftern, 
nations ; and at length degenerated to fuch a de- 
gree, as not to be equalled by any other country in 
the univerfe. 

When thelfraelitesremainedinEgyptduringtheir 
ftate of bondage, they acquired many of the maxims 
of the natives, and retained a fondnefs for the Egyp- 
tian idols ever after. Several of Mofes's laws and 
inftitutions were evidently calculated to wean them 11 xliv. 30. 



part of Africa ; and the other affirms it in efFeft, f>y 
foyirtg* that, when Nebuchadnezzar heard of the 
death of his father, having fettled hisaffairs in Egypt* 
and committed the captives, whom he tobk there, to 
the care of fomc of his friends, to bring them after 
him, he hailed diredlly to Babylon. 

The teftimonies of thefe two are confirmed by 
Jofephus, who fays, that Nebuchadnezzar, having 
fubdued Coelo-Syria, waged war againft the Am- 
monites and Moabites 5 and having conquered 
them, he invaded Egypt, flew Pharaph-Hophra, 
tlieir king, and appointed another in his Head. 
This monarch is reprefented by Ezekiel as an arro- 
gant, impious prince : he calls him u the great dra- 
" gon (or crocodile) that lieth in the mid ft of his 
cc rivers, which hath faid, my river is my own, and I 
tc have made it for myfelf." Ezek.xxix.4. Agree- 
able to this* Herodotus informs us, that he proudly 
and wickedly boafted pf having tftablilhcd his king- 
dom fo fiirely, that it was not in the power of God 
himfelf to difpoflefs him of it. For this preemp- 
tion he was jultly cut off, and the prediction foretold 
by Jeremiah was fully accompli/lied : c< Thusfaitli 
c< the Lord, Behold, I will give Pharaoh-Hopbra 
4C king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, and 
" into the hand of them that feek his life/' Jcri 



from, and to guard them againft, the manners and 
cuftoms of the Egyptians. But ftill, in their hearts 
and affe&ions, they were much inclined to return 
into Egypt. Even Solomon married a woman from 
that country : and, on many occafions, the Ifrael- 
ites courted the friendfliip and alliance of Egypt, 
in preference to any of the neighbouring powers. 
This prejudice is the more extraordinary, as the 
Egyptians generally treated them not only with di£- 
reiped:, but took every advantage they could of do- 
ing them the greateft injuries. They opprefled 
them with the moft cruel fervittide during their 
ftate of bondage. They at length gave them leave 
to depart, and then purfued them as fugitives. Shi- 
lhak, king of Egypt, came up againft-Jerufalera,and 
plundered it. 1 Kings xiv. 2,5, a<S. And in all their 
leagues and alliances, Egypt was to tbelfraelites as 
ct a broken reed, whereon if a man lean, it will go 
u into his hand, and pierce it." Ifaiah xxxvi. 6. 

When we confider thefe circumftances, it is not to 
be wondered at that Egypt fhould be the fubjeft of 
feveral prophecies; and wefhallfind, on examination, 
that thefe prophecies confided of the principal re- 
volutions that were to happen in that kingdom, and 
which were to take place from the days of the pro- 
phets, and continue to the prcfent time. 

The firft great revolution that happened in Egypt 
(after the prophecies denounced againft it) was the 
con que ft of it by Nebuchadnezzar, which was par- 
ticularly foretold by Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Thefe 
two prophets have employed feveral fedtions, or 
chapters, upon this occafion. Jeremiah was car- 
ried into Egypt, where he foretold the conqueftof 
Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon : and 
fome of his prophecies are intitled, " Th6 word 
that the Lord fpake to Jeremiah the prophet, hpw 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon fhould come 
and fmite the land of Egypt." Jer. xlvi. 13. Eze- 
kiel alfo declares, " Thus faith the Lord God, I 
will alfo make the multitude of Egypt to ceafeby 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon : 
he and his people with him, the terrible of the 
nations fhall be brought to deftroy the land ; 
and they fhall draw their fwords againft Egypt, 
and fill the land with the *flain." Ezekiel xxx. 
io, 11. The conqueft of this kingdom was pro- 
mifed to Nebuchadnezzar as a reward for his fer- 
vices againft Tyre, which, after a long fiege, he 
took and deftroyed, but was difappointed of the 
fpoil, as we have already obferved in the foregoing 
chapter. 

Teftioin- That this prophecy was ftriftly fulfilled, appears 
mk tt ~ from the teftimonies of Megafthenes and Berofus, 
tiuta&L two heathen hiftorians ; one of whom exprefsly af- 
S?pw! firms, that Nebuchadnezzar conquered the greateft 
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It was foretold by the prophet Ezekiel, that the 
country fhould he defolate forty years, and the peo- 
ple carried captives into other countries: tc I will 
cc make the land of Egypt defolate forty years ; and 
c< I will fcatter the Egyptians among the nations, 
<c and willdifperfe them through the countries/' 
Ezek. xxix. let. Though it cannot, indeed, be prov- 
ed, from heathen authors, that this defolation of the 
country continued cxaiftly forty years, yet there is 
not the leaft doubt but this, as well as the other con- 
quered countries, laboured under the liabylonifh 
yoke till the time of Cyrus, We are aifuredby Be- 
rofus, that Nebuchadnezzar took feveral captives 
from Egypt, and carried them to Babylon : and 
from Megafthenes we learn, that he tranfplanted 
and fettled Others inPontus. So true it is that they 
were 44 fcattered among the nations, and difperfed 
6i through the countries and the greater part of 
them might, probably, after the diflolution of the 
Babylonilh empire, return to their native country 4 

The next memorable revolution that happened Egypt fob* 
in Egypt, was the invafion and fubdudtion of it by ^htveL 
Cambyfes and the Per dans, which is the principal 
fubjett of the 19th chapter of the prophet Ifaiah. 
Some parts, indeed, of this prophecy have a near 
affinity with thofe of Jeremiah and Ezekiel concern- 
ing the the conqueft of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar : 
but. this prophecy, as well as feveral others, might 
admit of a double completion, and be fulfilled at 
both thofe periods* This prophecy of Ifaiah is a 
general reprefentation of the calamities that fhould 
befall the nation: it .includes various particulars, 
and is applicable to Nebuchadnezzar and the Baby- 
lonians, as well as to Cambyfes and the Perfians. 
They might, therefore, be both intended and com- 
prehended in it : but the latter, it is moft reafonable 
to imagine, were principally meant, and for this 
reafon, becaufe the deliverance of the Egyptians by 
fome great conqueror, and their converdon after- 
wards to the true religion, which are foretold in the 
latter part of this chapter, were events confequent 
to the dominion of the Perfians, and not to that of 
the Babylonians. 

Ifaiah begins his prophecy againft Egypt with de- The con- 
claring, that the conqueft of it fhould be fwift and 2gypt°w 
fudden, and that the idols of Egypt fhould be de- Jjj^J 
ftroyed. 44 Behold (fays he) the Lord rideth up|*n dca.° 
<c a fwift cloud, and fhall come into Egypt, and the 
u idols of Egypt fhall be moved at his prefence, 
" and the heart of Egypt fhall melt in the midft of 
" it." Ifaiah xix. 1. The fame thing is foretold of 
Nebuchadnezzar by the prophet Jeremiah : " And 
<c when he cometh he fhall fmite the land of Egypt. 
cc And I will kindle a fire in the houfes of the 
<c gods of Egypt, and he fliall burn them, and 
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c< curry them away captives* He fliall break alio J 
« the images of Bethfhenufh, that is in t lie laml of 
" Egypt j and the houfes of the gods of the Egvp- 
" tians Jliall lie burn with fire" Jcr.xliii. n, &c. 
And again the prophet Ezekiel : 44 Thus faith the 
Lord God, I will alfo deftroy the idols, and I will 
caufc their images to ceafe out of Noph, or Mcm- 
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The fir ft attempt made by Cambyfes was upon 
Pclufium, a ftrong town at the entrance of Egypt, 
and key of the kingdom; and he fucceeded by the 
ftratagem of placing before his army a great num- 
ber of dogs, ihecp, cats, and other animals, which be- 
ing held facred by the Egyptians, not one of them 
would caft a javelin, or flioot an arrow that way ; and 
fo the town was ftormcd and taken, in a manner, 
without refinance. He treated the gods of Egypt 
with great contempt, laughed at the people, and 
chaftifed the priefts for worfhipping fuch deities. 
He flew Apis, or the facred ox, (which the Egyp- 
tians worfhipped,) with his own hand ; and burnt 
and demolifhed their other idols and temples ; and 
would likewife, if he had not been prevented, have 
deftroyed the famous temple of Jupiter Ammon. 
Ochus too, who was another king of Perfia, and fub- 
dued the Egyptians again after they had revolted, 
plundered their temples, and caufed another Apis to 

be flain, and ferved up at a banquet he had appoint- 
ed in confequer.ee of his vi&ories. 

It was alfo foretold, by the prophet Tfaiah, that 
they fhould be miferabiy diftra<fted with civil wars : 
u And I will fet the Egyptians againft the Egyptians; 
c< and they (hall fight every one againft his brother, 
cc and every one againft his neighbour, city againft 

M city, and kingdom againft kingdom/ 1 Ha. xix. a. 
Egypt was divided into twelve prefectures, or pro- 
vinces, over each of which prelided a petty prince, 
or governor. Thcfe difagreeing with each other, 
civil wars took place, and, for a couiiderable time, 
the whole kingdom was one continued fcene of anar- 
chy and confulion. It is, therefore, little to be won- 
dered at, that, in fuch diftra&ions as thefe, the E- 
gyptians, who were naturally a cowardly people, 
fhould be deftitute of counfel, and that cc the fpiritof 
" Egypt fliould fail in the mid ft thereof," as is fore- 
told by the prophet in ver. 3. and that being alfo a 
very fuperftitious people, fct they fliould feek to the 
hi idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have 
tc familiar fpirits, and to the wizards." But their 
divination was all in vain ; it was their fate to be 
fubdued and opprefled by cruel lords and tyrants: 
" And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand 
iQ of a cruel lord ; and a fierce king fliall rule over 
4C them, faith the Lord, the Lord of hofts/' ver. 4. 
This is a very eflential part of the prophecy, and 
may, with the greateft propriety and juftice, be ap- 
plied to thePerlians, and efpecially to Cambyfes and 
Ochus, the former of whom put the yoke on the 
neck of the Egyptians, and the latter rivetted it. 
Ochus was the crueleft and vvorft of all the kings of 
Perlia ; and was fo deftrudtive and opprelfive to 
Egypt in particular, that his favourite eunuch, Ba- 
goas, who was an Egyptian, in revenge of his injur- 
ed country, poifoned him. No other allegation is 
wanting to prove that the Perfian yoke was more 
galling and intolerable to the Egyptians than their 
frequent revolts and rebellions, which inftead of be- 
ing any benefit to them, only ferved to euflave them 
the more, and augment their mifery. 

The prophet, after denouncjj/ig thefe judgments 
againft the Egyptians, next proceeds to let forth, in 
figurative language, the confequences of this fub- 
je<Stion and llavery, the poverty and want, the 
mourning and lamentation, the confufion and mife- 
rj^ which fhould be entailed on them and their po- 
ftcrity : after which he recounts the immediate cau- 
fes of thefe evils, the folly of the princes and rulers, 
who valued themfelves upon their wifdom, and the 
cowardice and effeminacy of the people in general. 
Thcfe tilings will plainly appear to any one who at- 
tentively perufes the hiftory of that nation, the par- 
ticulars of which arctoo confiderablc to be here ad- 
mitted. It may, however, in general, be faid, that 
Egypt would not. have become a prey to fo many 



foreign enemies, had it not been for trie cxcellive 
weaknefs of the people, botli in couufel and in ac- 
tion. They had not the courage even to defend 
themfelves. They truftcd chiefly to their Grecian 
and other mercenaries, who, in (lead of defending, 
were often thefirft to betray them. 

The next memorable revolution was effected by 
Alexander the Great, who fubverted the Perfian cm- 
pire in Egypt, as well as in other places ; and this 
[ event is particularly pointed out in the fame 19th 
chapter of the prophet Ifaiah. It is alfo foretold, 
that, about the fame time, fcveral of the Egyptians 
fliould lay afidc their idolatry, and be converted to 
the worfhip of the true God. 11 In that day fliall 
there be an altar to the Lord in the midll of the 
land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof 
to the Lord. And it fliall be for a lign, and for 
a witnefs unto the Lord of hofts in the land of 
Egypt : for they (hall cry unto the Lord becaufe 
of the opprelfor, and he fhalifend them a faviour 
and a great one, and he fliall deliver them. And 
the Lord fliall be known to Egypt, and the Egyp- 
tians lhall know the Lord in that day, and fhall 
do facrifice and oblation, yea, they fhall vow a 
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vow unto the Lord, and perform it." 
. Sec. 



The prophet then proceeds to {how, that Aflyria 
and Egypt, which ufed to be at great enmity with 
each other, fliould be united in the fame worfhip by 
the intermediation of Ifrael, and that thofc three 
fhould, be a blefling on the earth. " In that da^y 
u fliall there be a highway out of Egypt to Aflyria, 
C€ and theAflyrian fliall come into Egypt, and the 
u Egyptian into Aflyria, and the Egyptians fliall 
6C ferve with the Aflyrians. In that day fliall Ifrael 
be the third with Egypt, and with Aflyria, even 

of the land : whom the Lord 
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fliall blefs, faying, Blefled be Egypt my people, 
and Aflyria the work of my hands, and Ifrael mine 
inheritance," ver. £3, &c. 



1 



It is clearly foretold by the prophet, that a great Th^gy^ 
prince, from a foreign country, fliould deliver the E- dc^imi 
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country, which was fmitten of God, and afflicted. And ^tSoiT 
who could this be but Alexander, who is always dif- 
tinguiflied by the additional epithet the Great, and 
whofe firft fucceffbr in Egypt was called the great 
Ptolemy, and Ptolemy Soter, or the javiour? When 
Alexander went firft intoEgypt, the people all cheer- 
fully fubmitted to him out of hatred to the Perfians, 
fo that he became matter of the country without any 
oppofition. For this reafon he treated them with 
great humanity and kindnefs, built a city there, 
which, after his own name, he called Alexandria, 
appointed one of his own country for their civil go- 
vernor, and permitted them to be governed by their 
own laws and cuftoms. By thele changes and re- 
gulations, and by the prudent and gentle admini- 
stration of the firft Ptolemies, Egypt revived, trade 
and learning flourifhed, and, for a time, the land 
was blefled with peace and plenty. 

The prophet likewife foretells, that, about the Theac* 
fame time, the true religion, and the true worfhip ^fp&t 
of the God of Ifrael, fliould begin to fpread, and pre- in Hn*- 
vail in the land of Egypt ; and what event was ever 
more unlikely to happen than the converfion of a 
people fo loft in fuperftition and idolatry of the worft 
and grofleft kind ? But that it did happen will ap- 
pear from what follows. 

It is certain that many of the Jews, after Nebu- Fuifiimo* 
chadnezzar had taken Jerufalem, fled into Egypt, °hedeT* 
and with them went Jeremiah the prophet, who concern- 
there delivered mofl: of his prophecies concerning lnstfiy?t ' 
the conqueft of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar. From 
thence fome knowledge of God, and fome notices 
of the prophecies, might eafily be received by the 
Egyptians. This alteration was to take place prin- 
cipally in five cities* which accordingly came to pafs. 
The hrft city in which the true worfhip of God was 
received was lleliopolis ; the fecond Migdol, or Mag- 
dolum; the third, Taphanhes, or Daphne; the 
fourth, Nop/1, or Memphis ; and the fifth, in the 
country of Pal bros, or Thebais j all of which are 
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particularly mentioned by tile prophet Jeremiah, 
chap* xliv. I # 

In thvfe cities, at that time, many Jews refided ; 
and though they were, in general very wicked men, 
and difobedicnt to the word of God, yet, no doubt, 
lome good people were mingled among them, who 
might relate to them the prophecies of Jeremiah ; 
and they themfclves, when they faw them fulfilled, 
might embrace the Jgwifh religion. This, however, 
is not to be underftood of all the inhabitants of 
thofe places, but only of fome, which is fufficient 
to juftify the cxpreffion of 44 five cities fpcaking the 
u language of Canaan, and fwearing by the Lord 
44 of hods." The prediction of the prophet Ze- 
phaniah is to the fame effe<5t : 44 Then will I turn to 
44 the people a pure language, that they may call 
44 upon the name of the Lord to fcrve him with one 
44 confent." Zeph.iii. 9. 

AieWer After Alexander the Great had made a conqueft 



* 

nictifm (hall be rooted out, and Chriftianity fliall 
iiourilh in thefc countries ; when 44 the fulnefs of 
44 the Gentiles fliall come in, and all'lfracl fliall be 
" Hived/' 

* 

The fate of Eg^pt, from the days of tfebuchad- vzckieVt 
nczzar to the prefent period, is predicted, in a molt r ro ^ cc .Y, 
remarkable manner, by the prophet Ezekiel. He "g^T" 1 * 
foretells that, after the defolation of the land* itr 
44 fliould be a bafc kingdom : it fliall be the bafeft 
44 of the kingdoms, neither fhall it exalt itfelf any 
44 more above the nations: for I will diminifli them, 
64 that thev fliall no more rule over the nations." 

* 1 \ m • « 

Ezek. xxix 14, 2.5. And again, 44 1 will fell the 
44 land into the hand of the wicked, and 1 will make 

44 the land w^fte, and all that is therein, by the 
44 hand of ftrangers : and there fliall be no more a: 

44 prince of the land of Egypt." Ezck.xxx. 12, 13. 

In order to point out the great truth of the ful- 
filment of this remarkable prophecy, we mult ad- 
vert to, and make a (hort deduction from, the Egyp- 



£uS ?? E £yP^> he tranfplantcd many of the Jews into ^ ljiftor atleaft lliat t of it wh;6h con f ai ns 



jews to his new city of Alexandria, and allowed them many 
Mtxamina privileges and immunities equal to thofe enjoyed by 

the Macedonians. Ptolemy Soter carried more of 
them into Egypt, and they received fuch indulgen- 
ces, that-many others followed them of their own 
accord. Ptolemy Philudelphus redeemed and re- 
leafed the captive Jews ; and in his reign, or his 
father's, the books of Mofes were translated into 
Greek, and afterwards the other parts of the Old 
Teftament. The third Ptolemy, called Euergetes, 
having fubducd all Syria, did not facrifice to the 
idols of Egypt, in acknowledgment of his vicflory ; 
but going to Jerufalem, made his oblations to God, 
after the manner of the Jews ; and his example, no 
doubt, was followed by many of his fubjecls. The 
iixth Ptolemy, called Philometer, committed the 
whole management of his kingdom to two Jews, 
Gnins and Deiithreus, who were his chief minifters 
aud generals, and had the principal dire&ion of all 
affairs, both civil and military. This Onias ob- 
tained a licence from the king to build a temple 
for the Jews in Egypt, like that of Jerufalem, alledg- 
iug for the purpofe this very prophecy of Ifaiah, 
that there fliould 44 be an altar to the Lord in the 
44 midft of the land of Egypt ;" and the king and 
queen, in their edi£t, made honourable mention of 
the law, and of the prophet Ifaiah, and exprefs a 
dread of finning againft God. The place, chofcn 
for the building of this temple, was in the prefec- 
ture of Hcliopolis, or 44 the city of the fun," 
which place is likewife mentioned in the prophecy. 
It was built after the model of the temple at Jeru- 
falem, but not fo fumptuous and magnificent . Phi- 
lometcr himfelf was made high-prieft : other priefts 
and Levites were appointed for the adminiftration ; 
the Divine fervice was daily performed there in the 
fame manner as at Jerufalem. By thefe means * 44 the 
Egyptians mull: have known the Lord ;" and with- 
out doubt there mud have been many profclytes 
among them. Amidft thofe who came up to 
the feaft of Pentecoft, there are particularly men- 
tioned 44 the dwellers in Egypt, and in the parts 
4C of Lybia about Cyrene, Jews and profelytes 
Adls ii. io. 
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Thus were the Jews fettled and encouraged in 
Egypt ; nor were they lefs favoured by the kings of 
Syria. Seleucus Nicanor made them free of the ci- 
ties which he built in Afia and the Lower Syria, 
and even of Antioch, the capital of his kingdom \ 
and granted the fame rights and privileges to them 
as to the Greeks and Macedonians. Antiochus the 
Great publiflied feveral decrees in favour of the 
Jews, both of thofe who inhabited Jerufalem, and 
of thofe who dwelt in Mefopotamia and Babylon. 
And thus, by means of the Jews and profelytes 
dwelling in Egypt and Syria, Ifrael, Egypt, and Sy- 
ria, were, in fome meafure, united in the fame 
worfhip. But this was more fully accomplifhed 
when the inhabitants of thefe countries became 
Christians, and were made members of the church 
of Chrift. And it is to be ferioufly hoped and be- 
lieved, that ths prophecy will ftill receive its moft 
ve.xfrA roivmletion in the latter davs* when Meho- 



the various circumftances that took place from the 
fubdudlion of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar, to the 
prcfent period. 

■ 

After Nebtlcbadriezzar had conquered the Egyp- 
tians, he appointed Amafis for their king ; and as he 
held his crown by the permiflion 'and allowance of 
the Babylonians, there is not the leaft doubt but he 
paid them tribute for it. Bcrofus, the Chaldean 
hiftorian, fpeaketh of Nebuchadnezzar's reducing 
Egypt to his obedience, and afterwards of his fet- 
tling the affairs of the country, and carrying away 
captives from thence to Babylon. By his fettling 
the affairs of Egypt, nothing lefs could be meant 
than his appointing the governors, and the tribute 
they fhould pay to him : and by carrying fome 
Egyptians captives to Baby lon,he certainly intended 
not only to weaken the country, but alfo to have 
them as hoftages to fecure the obedience of the reft, 
and the payment of their tribute. 

After the fall of the Babylonifh empire, Cyrus variousrc- 
eftablifhcd the Perfian on its ruins; and it is af-X 0 ^ 005 
firmed, by that faithful and elegant hiftorian Xerio- Egyptian 
phon, that Cyrus alfo conquered Egypt, and niade cm r irc - 
it part of his empire. But whether this was fo or 
not, itisuniverfally allowed that Cambyfes, the fori, 
of Cyrus, did conquer Egypt, and deprived Piam- . 
menitus (the then king) of his crown, to which he 
had newly fucceeded upon the death of Amafis. 
Cambyfes intended to have made Pfammenitus ad- 
miniftrator of the kingdom under him, as it was 
the cuftom of the Perliansto do to the conquered 
princes 5 but Pfammenitus forming fchemes to re- 
cover the kingdom, and being convicted thereof, 
was put to death. The Egyptians groaned under 
the yoke near forty years. They then revolted to- 
wards the latter end of the reign of Darius, the fon 
of Hyftafpis; but his fon and fucceflbr Xerxes, in 
the fecond year of his reign, fubdued them again, 
and reduced them to a worfe condition of fervitude 
than they had been in under Darius, and appointed 
his brother Achsemenes governor of Egypt. About 
twenty-four years after this (when the Egyptians 
heard of the troubles in Perfia about the fucceflion 
to the throne after the death of Xerxes) they re- 
volted again, at the inftigation of Inarus, king of 
Lybia; and having driven away the Perfian tributc- 
coliedtors, they conftituted Inarus their king. Six 
years were employed in reducingthem to obedience; 
and all Egypt fubmitted again to king Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, except Amyrtasus, who reigned in 
the fens, whither the Perlians could not approach 
to take him. Inarus, who was the author of thefe 
evils, being betrayed to the Perfians, was taken 
and crucified. They, however, permitted his fon. 
Thannyra to fucceed his father in the kingdom of 
Lybia; and Egypt continued in fubje<ftion all t;he 
remaining part of the long reign of Artaxerxes. In 
the tenthyear of Darius Nothus they revolted again, 
under the conduA of Amyrta»us, who fallied autof 
the fens, drove the Perfians from Egypt, and made 
himfelf mafter of the country. Amyrtseus was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Paufiris, who, according to He* 
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,ro(lotu?»i obtained the kingdom by favour of the j 
Perfians ; from whence it appears that the Pcrlians 
jind again fubducd Egypt, or, at lea ft, that the 
king was not cftablifhcd without their content and 
approbation. It is certain, however, that, after this, 
the Egyptians gave much trouble to the Perfians. 
Artaxerxcs Muemon made fcvcral efforts to recon- 
quer the country, but they all proved ineffectual. 
It was not totally and finally fubducd till the ninth 
year of the following reign of Ochus, about 350 
years before Chrift, w hen Neftancbus, the laft king, 
fled into Ethiopia, and Ochus became abfolute 
matter of the country ; and having appointed one 
of his nobles, named Pherendatcs, to be his vice- 
roy and governor of Egypt, he returned, with great 
glory, and \yith immenfe treafures, to Babylon 



Egypt from that time hath never been able to reco- 
ver its liberties : it hath always been fubjeA to 
ftrangcrs, and never governed by a king of its own; 
whereby hath been amply fulfilled that part of Eze- 
kiel's prophecy, in which it is faid, " there fhall be 
u no more a prince of the land of Egypt.'* 

After the Perfians, Egypt came into the hands of 
the Macedonians. It fiibmitted to Alexander the 
Great without attempting the leaft refinance ; and j 4 
on his death it fell to the fhare of Ptolemy, one of 
his four famous captains, and was governed by his 
family for feveral generations. The two or three 
firft of the Ptolemies were wife and potent princes ; 
but mott of the reft (of which there were eleven in 
number) were prodigies of luxury and wickednefs. 



the royal authority. Their government began with m«. 
the Sultan lbcg,mthe 648th year of the Hcgira, and "ult^ 
in the year of Chrift 1250, and continued through a r °y*\ 
fcrics of twenty-four Turkifh and twenty-three ' om ' # 
Circaflian Mamaluc Sultans, ending with Tuman- 
bai, in the year of Ghrift 1517. At that time Sclim, 
the ninth emperor of the Turks conquered the Ma- 
malucs, hanged their laft Sultan Tumanbai before 
one of the gates of Cairo, and put an end to their 
government. He caufed five hundred of the chief- 
eft Egyptian families to be tranfplanted to Constan- 
tinople, as likewife great numbers of the wives and 
children of the Mamalucs, belides the Sultan's trca- 
ftire, and other immenfe riches 5 and annexed Egypt 
to the Ottoman empire, whereof it hath continued E ypt ^ 
a province from that day to this/ It is governed by province 
a Turkifti bafha, with twenty-four begs, or princes, TuAuii 
under him, who are advanced from fervitude to the cmp^c. 
adminiftration of public affairs ; a fuperftitious no- 
tion pofle fling the Egyptians, that it is decreed by 
fate, that captives fhall reign, and the natives be 
fubjeft to them. But it is not merely a fuperftitious 
notion, but a notion, in all probability, at firft de- 
rived from fome tradition of thefe prophecies, 



that 11 Egypt fhould be a bafe kingdom," and that 
* there fhould be no more a prince of the land of 

c Egypt." 



It is obferved by Strabo, that all after the third 
Ptolemy governed very ill ; but thofe who governed 
word of all were the fourth, the feventh, and the laft, 
called Auletes. The perfons here alluded to by 
Strabo were, Ptolemy Philopater, or the lover of 
his father, fo called by way of irony, becaufe he was 
a parricide, and murdered both his father and mo- 
ther : Ptolemy Phy (con, who affedted the title of En- 
ergetes, or the bene} abler ; but the Alexandrians more 
juftly named him Kakergetes, or the malefactor \ on 
account of his diftinguilhed wickednefs : and Pto- 
lemy Auletes, or the piper, fo denominated becaufe 
he fpent much of his time playing on the pipe, and 



nfed to contend for the prize in the public fliows 
This kingdom of the Macedonians continued from 
the death of Alexander 194 years, and ended in 
the famous Cleopatra, who was one of the mott 

ambitious and wicked princefles that ever fat upon \f to the Turkifh empire 
a throne. 



Such are the events which have taken place in 
Egypt, and fuch lias been the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy of Ezekiel, relative to the deftrudtion of this 
once flourilhing and important kingdom. At the 
time this prophecy was delivered, who could pre- 
tend to fay, upon human conjecture, that fo great a 
kingdom, forich and fertile a country, fhould ever 
after become tributary and fubjedt to Itrangers ? It 
is now more than two thoufand years fince this pro- 
phecy was firft delivered; and what likelihood or 
appearance was there that the Egyptians fhould, for 
fo many ages, bow under a foreign yoke, and never,* 
in all that time, be able to recover their liberties, 
and have a prince of their own to reign over them ? 
But as is the prophecy, fo is the event : for not long 
after it was delivered, Egypt was conquered by 
the Babylonians, and after the Babylonians by the 
Perfians ; and after the Perfians it became fubjedfc 
to the Macedonians, and after the Macedonians to 



the Remans, and after the Romans to the Saracens, 
and then to the Mamalucs ; and it is now anrovince 



Egyptfaih After the downfall of the Macedoniaus, Egypt 
dumln'wn un der the dominion of the Romans. They had, 
otrheRo- indeed, either by virtue of treaties, or by force of 
mans. arms, obtained a great authority there, and were, in 

a manner, arbiters of the kingdom before. But 
after the death of Cleopatra, Odtavius Casfar re- 
duced it into the form of a Roman province, and 
appointed Cornelius Gallus the firft prefeA or go- 
vernor. It remained in this ftate, with little varia- 
tion, till the year 641 after Chrift, that is 670 years 
in the whole, from the reign of Auguftus Csefar to 
that of the emperor Heraclius. It was at that pe- 
riod that the Saracens, in the reign of Omar, their 
third emperor, and under the command of Amrou, 
invaded and conquered Egypt, took Mifrah (for- 
merly called Memphis, but now Cairo) by florm, 
and alfo Alexandria, after they had befieged it four- 
teen months, and had loft no lefs than 13,000 men. 
But the greateftlofs in the deftru&ion of the latter 
place was the famous library, founded by the firft 
Ptolemies, and fo much enlarged and improved by 
their fuccefiors, that the books contained in it 
amounted to 700,000 volumes, all of which were 
committed to the flames. Before this event Egypt 
was frequented by learned foreigners from almoft 
all parts, and it produced feveral learned natives ; 
but afterwards it became more and more a bafe king- 
dom, and funk into the greateft ignorance and fu- 
perttition. Mahometifm was eftablifhed there in- 
ftead of Chriftianity, and the government of the 
caliphs and fultans continued till about the year 
1250 after Chrift. 

It was about this time that the Mamalucs ufurped 



A 



We have now beheld in what manner the cities of 
Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, and Egypt, four of the 
greateft kingdoms (during their refpedtiye flourifli- 
ingftates) in the univerfe, were vifited by Divine 
vengeance, for their enmity to, and perfecution of, 
the Jews, the chofen people of God. But, befides 
this fin, all thefenations were guilty of many others. 
Egypt, in particular, was fo feverely threatened for 
J her idolatry, her pride, and her wickednefs. The 
Egyptians have generally been more wicked than 
other nations. Ancient authors defcribe them every 
whereas fuperftitious and luxurious, as an unwar- 
like and uuferviceable people, as a faithlefs and fal- 
lacious nation, always meaning one thing and pre- 
tending another, as lovers of wine and ftrong drink, 
as cruel in their anger, as thieves, and tolerating all 
kinds of theft, as patient in tortures, and, though 
put the rack, choofing rather to die than confefs 
the truth. Modern authors paint them ftill in 
blacker colours. The famous Theveiiot is very cba-afitf 
ftrong and fevere ; u The people of Egypt (fays he, ^$^1 
generally fpcaking) are all fwarthy , exceeding wick- byThtftc- 
ed, great rogues, cowardly, lazy, hypocrites, liars, 
robbers, treacherous, fo very greedy of money, that 
they will kill a man far a maiden, or three 'half- 

9 Bifhop Pocock's character of them is not Bybiiho? 
much more favourable, tho' not fb harfh and oppro- 
brious: " The natives of Egypt ffavs he} are now 
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a flothful people, and delight in fitting ftill, hearing 
tales, and, indeed, feem always to have been more fit 
for the quiet life than for any a&ive fecnes. They 
are alfo malicious and envious to a great degree, 
which keeps them from uniting and letting up for 
themselves ; and though they are very ignorant, yet 
they have a natural cunning and artifice, as well as 
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falfhood, and this makes them always fufpicious of 
travellers* The love of money is fo rooted in tlicm, 
that nothing is to he done without bribery. They 
think the greateft villhmics are expiated, when once 
they have waUied their hands and feet. Their words 
pals for nothing, either in relations, promifes, or 
profeffions of friendfhip, &c." 



Tttlcnt 



Such is the ftate of the Egyptians at the prefent I 44 pafs." 



44 to the king Ncbuctindriczfcar what lliall be iti the 
" latter clays." Dan. ii. ay, Sec. Having faid this, *$$ 9hu 
Daniel not clhlj^told him what he faw in his dream* chaa'nex- 
but alfo what he thought within himfelf before his JjJ^Jjj* 
dream. * 4 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came 
" into thy mind, upon thy bed, what ihould come 
44 to pafs hereafter : and he that revealeth fecrets 
" maketh known unto thee what fliall come to 



fflrp tiani. Qn t y lcrj ^ jp or their manifold fins and tranfgrefllons, 

whereby that excellent political aphorifm of the 
wifeft of kings is fully verified, 44 righteoufnefs ex- 
44 alteth a nation, but fin is a reproach and ruin 
44 to any people.' 9 Prov. xiv. 34. 



CHAP. XI. 



The Prophecies of Daniel. ■. 

■ 

* ■ 

TBepro- >T< H E firft prophecy of Daniel, and on which, 
fiSa!° f 1 ~ indeed, all the fucceeding ones were founded, 

was his interpretation .of Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 
This monarch, in the fe.condyear of his reign, hav- 
ing: fubdqed all his enemies, and firmly eftabliflied 

his throne, was thinking 44 upon his bed what fliould 
/' come to pafs hereafter what fliould be the fu- 
ture fuccefs of his family and kingdom ; and whe- 
ther any, or wha.t families and kingdoms, might arife 
after his own ; and, as our waking thoughts gene- 
rally give fome tincture to our dreams, he dreamed 
of fomething to the famcpurpofe, which aftonifhed 
him, but which he could not rightly underftand. 
The dream greatly affe<9;ed him at the time ; but, 
awaking in confufion, he had but an imperfeft re- 
membrance of it. He therefore called for 44 the ma- 
44 giciahs and aftrologers/* and, as abfurdly as ini- 
pioufly, demanded of them, upon pain of death 
and deftru&ion, 44 to make known unto him both 
46 the dream and the interpretation thereof." They 
anfwered,with great reafon, that no king had ever re- 
quired.fuch a thing; that it tranfeended all the powers 
and faculties of man ; and that God alone, or only 
beings like him, could difclofe it. 44 There is not 
44 a man upon earth that can fliew the king's mat- 
44 ter j therefore there is no king, lord, or ruler, 
44 that afked fuch things at any magician, aftrolo- 
* 4 ger, or Chaldean : and it is a rare thing that the 
44 king requircth, and there is none other that can 
44 (how it before the king, except the God, whofe 
" dwelling is not of theflefli." Dan. ii. 10, 11. 

febuchad- But the pride of abfolute power cannot liften to 
g« ° r - reafon, or hear any controul. Nebuchadnezzar was 
riflmen fo incenfed at this reply, thathe ordered all the ma- 
JlJj^ 1 gicians and wife men of Babylon to be deftroyed. 
" 44 For this caufe the king was angry and very furi- 
44 ous, and commanded to deftroy all the wife men 
44 of Babylon;" ver. ia. Daniel and his'compa- 
nions would have been involved in the fame fate as 
the reft; but, by their joint and eameft prayers to 
God, 44 the fecret was revealed unto Daniel in a 
44 night-vifion ; and Daniel blefled the God of 
44 heaven." 
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Daniel, having received thefe in ftr uftions, was 
defirous to fave the lives of the wife men of Baby- 
lon, who were fo unjuftly condemned, as well as his 
own. He therefore " went into Arioch, the cap- 
44 tain of the king's guard, whom the king had or- 
44 deredto deftroy the wife men of Babylon ; and 
44 faid thus unto him, Deftroy not the wife men of 
44 Babylon ; bring me in before the king, and I will 
"fhow unto the king the interpretation}" ver. ia. 
&c The captain of the guard immediately intro- 
duced him to the king, faying, 44 1 have found a 
44 man of the captives of Judah that will make 
44 known unto the king the interpretation;" ver. 25. 
Daniel was far from aflumingany merit to himfelf: 
he modeftly told Nebuchadnezzar, that " this fecret, 
44 which the wife men, aftrologers, magicians, and 
44 foothfayers could not fhow unto the king, was 
<4 not revealed to him for any wifdom that he had 
44 more than others : but (fays he) there is a God in 
14 heaven that revealeth fecrets, and maketh known 



Nebuchadnezzar's dream was of 4C a great linage, subflance 
44 Thisgreat image, whofe brightnefs was excellent, ^adnci-* 
14 ftood before him, and the form thereof was ter- aar's 
44 rible." It appears, from ancient coins, that cities dlcam * 
and people were often reprefented by figures of men 
and women. A great terrible figure was therefore 
not an improper emblem of human power and do- 
minion ; and the various metals of which it was 
compofed, not unfitly tipified the various kingdoms 
.which fliould arife. It confided of four different 
metals, gold and filver, and brafs and iron, with 
clay j and thefe four metals according to Daniel's 
own interpretation, mean fo many kingdoms: and 
-the order of their fucceflion is clearly demoted by 
the order of the parts, the head and higher parts 
fignifying the earlier times, and the lower parts the 
latter times. From hence it is conjectured by Cal- 
vin, the poets drew their fables of the four ages of 
the world, namely, the golden, the filver, the brazen, 
and the iron age. 

Thefe different kingdoms will naturally conftitiite 
the different heads of our difcourfe on Daniel's 
prophecy, and interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream 5 in the explanation of which we /hall follow 
the beft commentators on the fubjedl,but, at the fame 
time, fliall not regard any commentator fo much as 
the truth of hiftory, the evidence of reafon, and the 
analogy of fcripture. 

4< This image's head was of fine gold," (Daniel ii. Daniel'* 
3a.) which the prophet thus interprets : 44 Thou art 
14 this head of gold ver. 38. Thou, and thy fa- feuchai. 
mily, and thy reprefeutatives. The Babylonian, dream/ 
therefore, was the firft of thefe kingdoms ; and it 
was fitly reprefented by 44 the head of fine gold,'* 
on account of its great riches ; and Babylon, for 
the fame reafon, was called by Ifaiah, 44 the golden 
44 city." Ifaiah xiv. 4. 

Daniel addreffeth Nebuchadnezzar as a Very pow- 
erful king : " Thou, O king, art a king of kings :" 
ver. 37. Nebuchadnezzar might, perhaps, think, 
like fome of his predeceflbrs, that his conquefts 
were owing to his own fortitude and prudence ; but 
the prophet aflures him his fuccefles muft be pri- 
marily imputed to the God of heaven j 44 For the 
44 God of heaven (faith he) hath given thee a king- 
44 dom, power, andftrength, and glory." 

Thou almoft all the ancient eaftern hfftories are The great 
loft, yet there are fome fragments preferved, which £f n wcr N ^ 
fpeak of this mighty conqueror and his extended buc^td- 
empire. Berofus faith, that he held in fubje&ion 
E SyP t ? Syria, Phoenicia, and Arabia ; and, by his ex- 
ploits, furpaffed all the Chaldeans and Babylonians 
who reigned before him. Jofephus fubjoins,that, in 
the archives of the Phoenicians, there are written 
things confonant to thofe which are faid by Berofus 
concerning Nebuchadnezzar, namely, that he fub- 
dued Syria and all Phoenicia. Megafthenes, in the 
fourth book of his Indian Hiftory, endeavours to 
fhow throughout, that Nebuchadnezzar exceeded 
Hercules in fortitude and greatnefs of exploits ; and 
pofitively affirms, thathe fubdued the greateft part 
of Lybia and Spain. Strabo likewifc afferts, that 
this king, among the Chaldeans, was more cele- 
brated than Hercules, and led his army out of Spain 
into Thrace and Pontus. But his empire, though 
of great extent, was yet of no long duration, for it 
ended in his grandfbn Belfliazzar, not feventy years 
after the delivery of this prophecy : and this may be 
the reafon of Daniel's fpeaking of him as the only 
king ; 44 thou art this head of gold, and after thee 
44 fliall rife, Sec." Dan. ii. 38, 39. 

44 His breaft and his arms of filver," which Da* 
niel thus interprets : 44 And after thee fhallrifc ano- 



nezzar. 



66* 



Thi VnopURCtta of Daniel 



u their kingdom inferior to thcc. M It is very well 
known that.the kingdom which aroffc after the Jia- 
hylonian was the JVtcdo-Perfian. iSRtfc two hands 
and the (boulders fignify that the empires of the Ba- 
bylonians fliould be diffolved by xy/o kings. The 
two kings were, the kings of the Medcs and Per- 
fians, whofe powers were united under Gyms, who 
bclieged and took Babylon, put an . end to that em- 
pire, and on its ruins ere&ed the Medo-Pcrfian* or 
the Perfian, (as it is more ufually called,) the Per- 
sians having foon gainfcd the aicendency over the 
Medes. 

The per- The JPerfian empire is faid to be inferior , as being 
run entire / f y} than the Babylonian ; and it is certain that nei- 
th^aby- ther Cyrus, or any of bis fucceflbrs, ever carried 
Ionian, their arms into Africa or Spain, at lead as far as 

Nebuchadnezzar is reported to have* done. The 
Perfian eimpire may likewife be called inferior as 
being twr/> than the former ; for (as DeanPrideaux 
juftly obferves) the kings of Perfia were certainly 
44 the worft race of men that ever governed an eiii* 
pire." This empire, fromits firft eftablHhinent by 
Cyrus, to the death of the laft king v Darius Codo- 
manus, lafted not much above two hundred years. 
And thus far it is agreed by all commentators, that 
the two firft kingdoms reprefented in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream were the Babylonian and the Per- 
fian. 

u His belly and his thighs of brafs ; which is in- 
terpreted by Daniel ; 44 And another third kingdom 
44 of brafs which (hall bear rule over all the earth/* 
It is well known that Alexander the Great fubverted 
the Perfian empire. The kingdom, therefore, which 
fucceeded to the Perfian was the Macedonian 5 and 
this kingdom was fitly reprefented by brafs, for the 
Greeks were famous for their brazen armour, their 
ufual epithet being 44 the brazen coated Greeks." 
The third kingdom is alfo faid to 44 bear rule over 
u alt the earth." Alexander the Great commanded 
that he fhould be called 44 the king of all the 
44 world not that he really conquered, or nearly 
conquered, the whole world, but he had confiderable 
dominions in Europe, Alia and Africa, that is, in 
ail the three parts of the world' then known ; and 
Diodorus Siculus, and other hiftorians, mention am- 
bafladors coming from almoftall parts of the world, 
to congratulate Alexander upon his fuccefles, or to 
fubmit to his empire. 

That this third kingdom, therefore, was the Ma- 
cedonian there is not the leaft doubt. St. Jerome 
faith exprefsly, the third kingdom fignifies Alex- 
ander, and the kingdom of the Macedonians, and 
of the fucceflbrs of Alexander ; which is rightly 
named brazen, faith he ; for, among all metals, brafs, 
is moft vocal, and tinkles louder, and its found is 
diffufed far and wide, that it portended not only the 
fame and power of the kingdom, but alfo the elo- 
quence of the Greek language." After the death 
of Alexander, the kingdoms of the eaft were divided 
among his fucceffors ; but the whole ftill retained 
the name of the Macedonian empire; and Juftin 
reckons Alexander the fame to the Macedonians, as 
Cyrus was to thePerfians, and Romulus to the Ro- 
mans. 

44 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron, and part 
of clay." This is interpreted by Daniel as follows : 
44 And the fourth kingdom fhall be ftrong as iron ; 
44 forafmuch as iron breaketh in pieces, and fubdu- 
44 eth all things » and as iron that breaketh all thefe, 
44 fhall it break in pieces and bruifc. And whereas 
44 thou fa weft the feet and toes, part of potter's clay 
44 and part of iron ; the kingdom fhall be divided ; 
44 but there fliall be in it of the ttrength of the iron, 
44 forafmuch as thou fa weft the iron mixed with 
44 miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part 
44 of iron and part of clay ; fo the kingdom fliall 
44 be partly ftrong and partly broken. And whereas 
44 thou faweft iron mixed with miry clay, they fhall 
mingle themfelves with the feed of men ; but 
they (hall not cleave one to another, even as iron 
is not mixed with clay." Dan. ii. 40, &c. 

Thijs fourth kingdom is defcribed as ftronger than 
the three preceding. As iron breaketh and bruifeth 
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all other-metals, fo this was to break and fubdue all 
,the former kingdoms. The metal here is different, 
and consequently the nation was to be differentfroin 
the preceding. The four different metals muft fig*, 
nify the four different nations ; and iasthc gold fig- 
nified the Babylonians, the (ilvcr the Perfians, and 
the brafs the Macedonians, fo the iron muft necef- 
farily denote fomeother nation ; and that this nation 
wasnoothenthantbat of the Romails, will evidently 
appear from what follows. 

The Romans fuccecded next to the Macedonians, 
and therefore, in courfe, were next to be mentioned'. 
The Roman empire w,as ftronger. >atu\ larger ;than 
any of the preceding. The Rom.ans brake in pie- 
ces, and fubdued, allthe former kingdoms. Jofc- 
phus fays, that, as the two arms of filvcr denoted the 
kings of the Medes and .Perfians, fo we might fay, 
in like manner, that the two legs of iron lignified 
the two Roman confuls. The iron was cc mixed 
with miry clay, and the Romans were defiled with 
a mixture Qf barbarous nations. The Jlo man em- 
pire was at length divided' into tentefTer kingdoms, 
anfwered to the ten toes of tihe image «' Thfc'ie king- 
doms retained much of the old Rtrtnaii ftrengtlx, 
and manifefted it ut>on feverai bcca'fitiiis : : ; fo that 
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the kingdom was pattly ftrong fcmd partty bro- 
ken." They " mingVeji themfelv^ Svith the feed 
44 of men." They made marriages and alliances 
one with another; but no hearty' union enfued: 
reafons of ftate are ftronger than thofe founded on 
the ties of blood, and intercft will always avail more 
than affinity. 

mm * m ' * 

The Roman empire, therefore, is reprefented in a 
double ftate ; firft, with the ftrength of iron, con- 
quering all before it, 44 his legs of iron j" and then 
weakened and divided by the mixture of barbarous 
nations, 4t his feet part of iron, and part of clay.V 
It fubdued Syria ; and made the kingdom of the Se- 
leucidre a Roman province in the year 65 before 
Chrift. It fubdued Egypt, and made the kingdom 
of the Lagidas a Roman province in the year 30 
before Chrift. And in the fourth century after 
Chrift, it began to be torn in pieces by the incur- 
fions of the barbarous nations. 

St. Jerome lived to fee the incurfious of the bar- comnret 
barous nations ; and his comment is, 44 that the 
fourth kingdom, which plainly belongs to the Ro- 
mans, is the iron that breaketh and lubdueth all 
things ; but his feet and toes are part of iron, and 
part of clay, which is nioft manifeftly proved at this 
time: for as, in the beginning, nothing was ftronger 
and harder than the Roman empire, fo, in the end of 
things, nothing is weaker; fince both in civil wars, 
and againft divers nations, we want the affiftance of 
other barbarous nations." He hath given the fame 
interpretation in other parts of his works ; and it 
feemeth that he had been blamed for it, as areflec- 
tion upon the government; and therefore he maketh 
thisapology for himfelf : 44 If, (faith he,) in explain- 
ing the ftatue, and the difference of his feet and toes, 
I have interpreted the iron and clay of the Roman 
kingdom, which the fcripture foretells fliould be 
firft ftrong and then weak, let them not impute it 
to me, but to the prophet; for we muft not fo flat- 
ter princes, as to negleft the verity of the holy fcrip- 
tures ; nor is a general difputation an injury to a , . 
fingle perfon." 

All ancient writers, both Jewifh and Chriftian, obfem- 
agree with St. Jerome in explaining the fourth king- l b y tt M ™ e 
dom to be the Roman. The celebrated Mr. Mede, Mede con- 
who was as able a judge as any perfon whatever in ^cRoaw 
thefe matters, has made the following very juft ob- empire, 
fervation : 44 The Roman empire (fays he) was be- 
lieved to be the fourth kingdom of Daniel, by the 
church of Ifrael, both before and in Our Saviour's 
time; received by the difciples of the prophets, and 
the whole Chriftian church, for the firft 3C0 years, 
without any known contradiction. And f confefs, 
having fo good a ground in fcripture, it is with me 
44 little lefs than an article of faith." 

Exclufive of this wonderful image, Nebuchad- 
nezzar faw, in his dream, 44 aftonecut out without 
< 4 hands, which fmote the image upon his feet that 
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fonant to thefenfe of all ancient writers, both JcV/i 
and Chriftians. Jonathan Bell Uzziel, who made 
the Chaldce l|Srguni, or paraphrafe upon the pro- 
phecies, lived a little before Our Saviour; He did 
not, indeed, make any Chaldce verfion of Daniel, 
but he applies his prophecies in his interpretation of 
thofe of other prophets. Thus, in a paraphrafe • 
upon Habakuk, hi Fpeaketh of the four great king- 
doms of the earth, that they fliould, in their turns, 
be deflxoyed, and be fuccecded by the kingdom of 
theMeffiah. 44 For the kingdom of Babylon {hall 
not continue, nor e£ercife dominion over lfrael ; 
the kings of Media fhall be (lain, and the ftrong 
men of Greece fliall not profper j the Romans fhall 
be blotted out, norcolledt tribute from Jerufalem. 
Therefore, becaufe of the fign and redemption which 
thou (halt accomplifli for thy Chrirt, and for the 
remnant of thy people, they who remain fhall 
praife thee, &c." 

Jofephus, in fpeaking of this- kingdom, fays, 
u The kingdom of the ftone fhall bruife the Jews 
that {tumbled at Chrift's firft coming ; but the 
kingdom of the mountain, when manifefted, fhall 
beat the feet of the monarchial ftatue to duft, and 
thrift. 44 out of the mountain without hands," and was to II leave no remains of the fourth'monarchy in its laft 



14 were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces : 
44 then was the iron, the clay, the brafs, the filver 
44 and the gold broken in pieces together, and be- 
44 came like the chaff of the threfhing-lloors, and 
44 the wind carried them away, that no place was 
44 found for them; and the {tone that (mote the 
44 image became a great mountain, and filled the 
* 4 whole earth : M which is thus interpreted and ex- 
plained by Daniel : 44 And in the days of thefe kings 
t4 fliall the God of heaven fctup akingdom, which 
44 fliall never be deftroyed ; and the kingdom fhall 
44 not be left to other people, but it fliall break in 
44 pieces, and confume all thefe kingdoms, and it 
44 fhall ftand for ever : forafmuch as thou fawcfl 
44 that the ftone was cut out of the mountain with- 
44 out hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, 
44 the brafs, the clay, the filver and the gold ; M ver. 

44, 45- 



jarerpreta- By this was evidently meant the kingdom of 
wnofthacChrift, which was fet up during the days of the 
ffj- C ~ laft °f the before-mentioned kingdoms. The ftone 
iSm'* was tota ^y a ver y different thing from the image, 
tMchre- and the kingdom of Chrifl is totally different from 
to"dora C t ' ,e kingdoms of the world. 44 The ftone was cut 
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be 44 a building of God, a houfe not made with 
44 hands." This the fathers generally apply to 
Chrifl: himfelf, who was miraciiloufly born of a vir- 
gin without the concurrence of a man ; but it fliould 
rather be underftood of the kingdom of Chrift, 
which was formed out of the Roman empire, not by 
number of hands, or flrength of armies, but with- 
out human means, and the afliftance of human cau- 
fes. This kingdom was 44 fet up by the God of 
44 heaven and from thence the phrafe of 44 the 
44 kingdom of heaven" came to fignify the coming 
of the Meffiah j and fo it was ufed and underftood 
by the Jews, and fo it is applied by Our Saviour in 
the New Teftament. Other kingdoms were raifed 
by human ambition, and worldly power ; but this 
was the work not of man, but of God : this was 
truly, as it is called, 44 thekingdom of heaven," and 
44 a kingdom not of this world its laws, its pow- 
ers, were all Divine. This kingdom was 44 never 
to be deftroyed," as the Babylonian, the Perfian, 
and the Macedonian empires have been, and, in a 
great meafure, alfo the Roman. This kingdom 
was to 44 break in pieces, and confume, all the king- 
44 doras to fpread and enlarge itfelf, fo that it 
fliould comprehend within itfelf all the former 
kingdoms. In fhort, it was to 44 fill the whole 
41 earth/' to become univcrfal, and to 44 land for 
44 ever/' 

As the fourth kingdom, or the Roman empire, 
was reprefented in a two fold ftate, firft ftrong and 
flourifliing, 44 with legs of iron," and then weaken- 
ed and divided, 44 with feet and toes part of iron and 
44 part of clay," fo this fifth kingdom, or the king- 
dom of Chrift, is defcribed likewife in two ftates, 
which Mr. Mede very juftly diftinguifhes by the 
names of 44 the kingdom of the ftone/' and 14 the 
44 kingdom of the mountain." The firft, when 
44 the ftone was cut out of the mountain without 
44 hands/' that is, the kingdom of Chrift was firft 
fet up while the Roman empire was in its full 
flrength with 44 legs of iron." The Roman empire 
was afterwards divided into ten leffer kingdoms, the 
remains of which are ftill fubfifting. The image 
is ftill {landing upon his feet and toes of iron and 
clay ; the kingdom of Chrift is ftill 44 the ftone cut 
44 out of the mountain this ftone will one .day 
fmite the image upon the feet and toes, and deftroy 
it utterly, and will itfelf " become a great moun- 
44 tain and fill the whole earth or, in other words, 
44 the kingdoms of this world (hall become the king- 
44 doms of our Lord, and of his Chrift, and he 
44 fliall reign for ever and ever." Rev. xi. 15. We 
have, therefore, feen the kingdom of the ftone, but 
we have not yet feen the kingdom of the mountain. 
Some parts of this prophecy ftill remain to be ful- 
filled ; and, from the exadt completion of the other 
parts, there is not the leaft doubt but that the reft, 
in duefeafon, will be fully accompliflicd. 

The interpretation of the fifth kingdom is con- 



and degenerate ftate." 

The fame opinion was prevalent among the an- 
cient Chriftians, as well as among the Jews. St. 
Jerome, and all the fathers, who have occafion tti 
comment upon this paffagc, give the fame inter- 
pretation : but it will be fufficient here to prcferve 
the teftimony of that elegant hiftorian Sufpicius 
Severus, who, after having given an account of Ne- 
buchadnezzar's dream, and all the particulars re- 0 fNebu° a 
lating to it, fubjoins an expofition of it agreeable to ^£* $ n6z ~ 
Daniel's interpretation. 44 The image (fays he) is dream by 
an emblem of the world. The ffolden head is the f » f P!!!»» 

• r> 1 , , *p t Severus. 

empire of the Chaldeans ; forafmuch as that was 
the firft and moft wealthy. The breaft and arms 
of filver, fignify the fecond kingdom, which was 
that of the Perfians under Cyrus. In the brazen 
belly the third kingdom is declared to be portend- 
ed, and that we fee fulfilled ; forafmuch as the em- 
pire, taken from the Perfians, was given by Alex- 
ander to Macedonia. The iron legs are the fourth 
kingdom ; and that is the Roman, the ftrongeft of 
all the kingdoms before it. But the feet, part of 
iron, and part of clay, prefigure the Roman empire 
to be fo divided as that it fliould never unite again ; 
which is equally fulfilled ; forafmuch as the Ro- 
man territory is occupied by foreign nations ; or re- 
bels : and we fee (faith he, and he lived at the begin- 
ning of the fifth century) barbarous nations mixed 
with our armies, cities, and provinces. But in the 
ftone cut without hands, which brake in pieces the 
gold, the filver, the brafs, the iron and the clay, we 
have a figure of Chrift ; for he fliall reduce this 
world, in which are the kingdoms of the earth, to 
nothing, and fliall eftablifli a kingdom that will laft 
for ever." 

Thus did itpleafe God to reveal unto Daniel, and 
by Daniel unto Nebuchadnezzar, the great and moft 
fignal events of this world, as Daniel faid unto Ne- 
buchadnezzar at the time he interpreted his dream; 
44 The great God hath made known to the king 
44 what fhall come to pafs hereafter ; and the dream 
44 is certain, and the interpretation thereof is fure." 
Dan. ii. 45. The king, hearing his dream related 
with fuch exa&nefs, might be better aflured of the 
truth of the interpretation, and of the great events 
which fliould follow. And from hence we are ena- 
bled, in fome meafure, to account for Nebuchad- 
nezzar's prophefying a little before he died. Aby- 
denus wrote the hiftory of the A(Tyrians.« It is not 
well known in what age he lived, and his hiftory is 
loft ; but there is a fragment of it preferved by Eu- 
febius, wherein it is aflerted, that Nebuchadnezzar, 
juft before his death, wasinfpired, and thathepro- 
phefied in this manner : 44 1 Nebuchadnezzar fore- Prophecj 
u tel unto you, O Babylonians, an imminent cala- ch^nwl 
44 mity, which neither Belus, my progenitor, norzar. 
44 queen Beltis can perfuade the Fates to avert : a 
44 Perfian mule fliall come aflifted by your demons, 
44 and impofe fervitude upon you \ whofe coad- 
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u jutor ftiall be a Mcdc, tlic boaft of the Afly- 
44 rians." ■ , - 

This prophecy of Nebuchadnezzar was afterwards 
thus interpreted : Cyrus was the mule: he was born 
of parents of different nations ; the mother the bet- 
ter, and the father the meaner; forfhe wasaMedc, 
and a daughter of the king of the Med cs ; but he 
was a Perfian, and fubjedt to the Medes. If, there- 
fore, any fuch prophecy was uttered by Nebuchad- 
nezzar a little before his death, if any fuch oracle 
was received and believed of Cyrus and the Perfians 
fubduing Afia, it ni3y very juftly be fuppofed to 
have been derived originally from the prophecy of 
Daniel, which being (olemnly delivered to a great 
king, andpublifhed in Chaldea, might come to be 
generally known in the eaft, and the truth of it 
foon evinced by the event that followed. 

It was like wife from this prophecy of Daniel that 
the diftinition firft arofe of the four great empires 
of the w.orld, which hath been followed by moft 
hiftorians and chronologers in their diftribution of 
times. As thefe four empires are the fubjedt of this 
prophecy, fo iikewife have they been the fubjedt of 
the moft celebrated writers, both in former and in 
latter ages. % The hiftories of thefe empires are the 
beft written, and the moft read, of any ; they are 
the ftudy of the learned, and the amufement of the 
polite ; they are of ufe both in fchools, and in fe- 
nates : from hence, examples, inftrudtions, laws, 
and politics are derived for all ages; and very little 
in coniparifon is known of other times, or of other 
nations. N 

■ 

It maybe obfervedby fome, that there have been 
empires as greatas thefe, fuch as thofe of the Tar- 
tars, the Saracens, and the Turks ; and it may, 
perhaps, be thought that they are as well deferving 
of a place in this fucceifion of kingdoms, and were 
equally worthy to be made the* objects of prophecy, 
being as eminent for the wifdom of their conftitu- 
tions, the extentof theirdominions, and the length 
of their duration. But thefe four empires had a 
particular relation to the church and people of God, 
who were fubje&s to each of them in their turns. 
The fate of them was therefore particularly pre- 
dicted ; and we have in them, without the intermix- 
ture of others, a line of prophecy (as it may be 
juftly called) from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar to 
the full and compleat eftablilhment of the kingdom 
of the Meffiah. 

The great arbiter of kingdoms, and governor of 
theuniverfe, canrcve-ilas much of their future re- 
volutions as he pleafeth ; and he hath revealed 
enough to manifeft his providence, and to confirm 




the truth of religion. What Daniel, therefore, faid 
on the firft difcovery of thefe things, may be very 
juftly applied after the completion of fo many par- 
ticulars : 44 Blefled be the name of God for ever and 
44 ever ; for wifdom and might arc his. And he 
44 changeth the times and the feafons : he removeth 
46 kings, and fetteth up kings : he giveth wifdom 
44 unto the wife, and knowledge to them that know 
44 knowledge. He revealeth the deep and fecret 
44 things : he knovveth what is in the darknefs, and 
44 the light dwelleth with him." Dan. ii. ao, &c. 
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Of Daniel's Fifton concerning the Four great Empires. 

THE laft fovereign of the Babylonifii empire was 
Bellhazzar, in the firft year of whofereip-n the 

lion r on - r , . 7 , . J . - ^ . 

ccrning lame things were revealed unto Daniel concerning 
the tour t j ie four great empires of the world, as had been re- 
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pues. vealed unto Nebuchadnezzar in the fecond year of 
* his reign, which was a fpace of about forty-eight 
years All the difference between thefe revelations 
is, that what was revealed to Nebuchadnezzar in 
the form of a great image, was reprefented to Da- 
niel in the fhape of great wild beafts ; which dif- 
ference is accounted for by Mr. Louth, who fays, 
44 this image appeared witli a glorious luftre in the 
imagination of Nebuchadnezzar, whofe mind was 
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wholly taken up with admiration of worldly pomp 
and fplendor; whereas the fame monarchies were 
represented to Daniel under the fhapc of fierce and 
wild bcalts, as being the great fupportcra of idola- 
try and tyranny in the world/' 

In Daniel's vifion the firft kingdom is reprefented E 
by a bcaft, that was " like a lion, and had eagle's the fo5k°* 
4i wings : and 1 beheld till the wings thereof were kin 3<ka. 
u pluckt, and it was lifted up from the earth, and 
" made to ftand upon the feet as a man, and a 
45 man's heart was given to it." Dan. vii. 4. This 
is the kingdom of the Babylonians : and the king 
of Babylon is, in like manner, compared to a lion 
by the prophet Jeremiah : 44 the lion is come up 
4t from his thicket, and the deftroyer of the Gen- 
" tiles is on his way." Jer. iv. 7. And he is faid to 
fly as an eagle : 41 Behold, he lhall fly as an eagle, 
44 and lhall fpread his wings over Moab xlviii. 
40. And he is alfo compared to an eagle by the 
prophet Ezekiel : " Thus faith the Lord God, 
<4 A great eagle with great wings/' &c. Ezek. 
xvii. 3. 

The lion is the king of beafts, and the eagle the Expta. 
king of birds ; and therefore the kingdom of Baby- lionof k 
Ion, which is defcribed as the firft and nobleft king- 
dom, and was the kingdom then in being, is faid to 
partake of the nature of both. The eagle's wings 
denote its fwiftnefs and rapidity ; and the conquefts 
of Babylon were very rapid, that empire being ad- 
vanced to its height within a few years by a fingle 
perfon, namely, by the conduct and arms of Ne- 
buchadnezzar. It is farther faid, that 44 the wings 
14 thereof were pluckt." Its wings were beginning 
to be pluckt when Daniel's prophecy was firft de- 
livered, for at that time the Medes and Perfians 
were encroaching upon it. Bellhazzar, the then 
reignipg king, was the laft of his race ; and in the*, 
feventeenth year of his reign Babylon was taken, 
and the kingdom was transferred to the Medes and 
Perfians. 

44 And it was made to ftand upon the feet as 
4t a man, and a man's heart was given to it." The 
meaning of this paffage is fuppofed to be an allufion 
to the cafe of Nebuchadnezzar, when, in his mad- 
nefs, 44 a beaft's heart was given unto him/' and, 
after he was reftored to his fenles, c( a man's heart was 
44 given to him" again. It evidently appears, that, 
after the Babylonian empire wasfubverted, the peo- 
ple became more humane and gentle ; their minds 
were humbled with their ill fortune > and thofe who 
vaunted as if they had been more than men, now 
found themfelves to be but men. They were, in 
fhort, brought to fuch a fenfe as the pfalmift wifhes 
fuch perfons to have : 4C Put them in fear, O Lord ; 
41 that the nations may know themfelves to be but 
44 men." Pfalm. ix. ao. 

r 

The fecond kingdom is reprefented by " another Embiemof 
44 beaft like a bear, and it raifed up itfelf on one * 
44 fide, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it be- 0 
44 tween the teeth of it : and they faid thus unto it, Explain 
4 < arife, devour much flefh." Dan. vii. 5. This is tion< 
the kingdom of the Medes and Perfians > and, for 
their cruelty and greedinefs after blood, they are 
compared to a bear^ which is a favage and vora- • 
cious animal. The learned Bochart recounts feveral 
particulars wherein the Perfians refembled bears ; 
but the chief likenefs confided in what hath been al- 
ready mentioned ; aqd this likenefs was principally 
intended by the prophet, as evidently appears from 

the words of the text itfelf; 44 Arife, devour much 
" flefh." 

44 And it raifed up itfelf on* one fide," or, 44 it 
44 raifed up one dominion." The Perfians were 
fubject to the Medes at the conqueft of Babylon, . 
but foon after raifed themfelves above them. 

44 And it had three ribs in the mouth of it bc- 
44 tween the teeth of it." By thefe are meant the 
three kingdoms of the Babylonians, Medes, and 
Perfians, which were reduced into one kingdom. 
They might properly be called rtbs* as the conqueft 
of them mupji ftrengthened the Perfian empire ; 
and they might be faid to be between 4t the teeth of 
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44 the bear," as tlicy were much grinded and op- 
prcfled by the Pcrfiaus. 

jfitnM 44 And they find thus unto it, arifc, devour much 
£ 9 />u'« " flclli." This, as wc have before obfei'ved, was 

* " J ~ _l_ _ Mcdes and 

Perfians* 



the pro 



s* They arc alfo reprefented as very cruel by 
phet Kaiah, chap. xiii. I 3. Cambyfcs, Ochus, 
and other of their princes, were, indeed, more like 
bears than men* Inftanccs of their cruelty abound 
in almoft all the hiftorians who have written of their 
affairs. Ammianus Marcellinus defcribes them as 
being proud, cruel, and exercifingthe power of life 
and death over flaves and obfeure plebeians. 44 They 
'pull off the flrin (fays he) from men alive by pieces 
or altogether ; and they have abominable laws, by 
which, for one man's offence, all the neighbourhood 
is deftroyed." 

Embiemof ^* ie dMtd kingdom is reprefented by 44 another 
the third " beaft like a leopard, which had on the back of it 
kingdom, f our w i„g S 0 f a f ow i : the beaft had alfo four 

Espiana- u heads ; and dominion was given to it/' This is 
con. the kingdom of the Macedonians or Grecians, who, 

under the command of Alexander the Great, over- 
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came the JlSrfians, and reigned next after them : and 
rt is fitly compared to a leopard on feveral accounts. 
The leopard is remarkable forfwiftnefs ; and Alex- 
ander and the Macedonians were amazingly fwift 
and rapid in their conquefts. The leopard is a fpot- 
ted animal, and was therefore a proper emblem 
(according to BocharO of the different manners of 
the nations which Alexander commanded, or (ac- 
cording to Grotius) of the various manners of Alex- 
ander himfelf, who was fometimes merciful, and 
fbmetimes cruel ; fometimes temperate, and fome- 
times drunken ; fometimes abftemious, and fome- 
times incontinent. The leopard (as Bochart ob- 
serves) is of fmall ftature but of great courage, fo 
as not to be afraid to engage with the lion and the 
Iargeft beafts ; arid fo Alexander, a little king in 
coniparifon, of fmall ftature too, and with a fmall 
army, dared to attack Darius, whofe kingdom ex- 
tended from the jEgean Sea to the Indies. 

44 The beaft had upon the back of it four wings of 
44 a fowl." The Babylonian empire was reprefent- 
ed with two wings, but this is defcribed with four. 
For (as St. Jerome faith) nothing could be fwifter 
than the victories of Alexander, who ran through 
all the countries, from Illyricum and the Adriatic 
Sea, to the Indian Ocean and the river Ganges, not 
fo much fighting as conquering ; and in twelve years 
fubjugated part of Europe, and all Afia tohimfelf. 



44 The beaft had alfo four heads 



to denote the 



four kingdoms into which this fame third kingdom 
fhould be divided, as it was divided, after the death .. . 
of Alexander, into four kingdoms, Caffander reign- or kln g*? ms 



ring the Four gnat Empires. . 66$ 

* 

This fourth kingdom can he none other than the 1 

Roman cmj^te. The fourth beaft was fo great and 
horrible, tfflrit was not eafy to find an adequate 
name for it : and the Roman empire was 4,4 dread- 
41 fui, and terrible, and ftrong exceedingly/' be- 
yond any of the former kingdoms. It was 4fc diverfe 
44 from all kingdoms/ 1 not only in its republican 
form of government, but likewife in ftrength, and 
power, and grcatnefs, length of duration, and ex- 
tent of dominion. 44 It devoured and brake in pie- 
44 ccs, and damped the refidue with the feet of it. 
It reduced Maccdon into a Roman province about 
168 years, the kingdom of Pergamus about 133 
years, Syria about 65 years, and Egypt about 30 
years, before Chrift. And belides the remains of 
the Macedonian empire, it fiibdued many other pro- 
vinces and kingdoms ; fo that it might very juftly 
be faid to 44 devour the whole earth, and to tread 
44 it down, and break it in pieces ;" and it became, 
in a manner, what the Roman writers delighted to 
call it, namely, 44 The empire of the whole world." 

V 

A|telebi-ated Greek writer, who flourished in the iHoftra- 
rcigfi?6f AugurtnsCa^far, hath a remarkable paflage, f^SS^t* 
which is very pertinent towards illuftrating the f til- ^j^fPjJJ* 
filment of this part of the prophecy. In fpeaking phec? n£" 
of the great fuperiority of the Roman to all former *? ci ™ to 

• 1 r -li ct rrM at J • i • the Roman 

empires, he faith, 44 T. he Macedon empire having empire, 
overturned the force of the Perfians, in greatnefs > 
indeed, of dominion, exceeded all the kingdoms" 
which were before it ; but yet it did not flourifh a 
longtime. After the death of Alexander it began 
to grow worfe and worfe, and being divided into 
feveral principalities by his fucceflbrs, it was weak- 
ened by itfelf, and at laft was deftroyeit'by the Ro- 
mans. Notwithftanding its once great power, yet 
it did not reduce all the earth and fea to its obedi- 
ence. For it did not poflefs Africa, except that part 
adjoining to Egypt. Nor did it fubdue all Europe j 
but only northwards it proceeded as far as Thrace j 
and weft wards it defcended to the Adriatic Sea. 
But the city of Rome ruleth over all the earth, as 
far as it is inhabited and commands all the fea ; 
riot only that within the Pillars of Hercules, but 
alfo the ooean, as far as it is navigable, having 
firft,and alone, of all the uaoft celebrated kingdoms, 
made the eaft arid weft the bounds of its empire : - 
and its dominion hath continued not a fhort time, 
but longer than that of any other city or kingdom ;3Sfc 
in the world/* 

Another remarkable property of this fourth beaft 
is, that 44 it had ten horns:" and, according to the 
angel's interpretation, 44 the ten horns out of this 
4C kingdom are ten kings," or kingdoms, 44 thatfhall 
44 arife j" which was accordingly fulfilled when the 
Roman empire Was divided into ten different ftates 



ing over Macedon and Greece, Lyfimachus over 
Thrace and Bithynia, Ptolemy over Egypt, and Sc- 
leucus over Syria. 

tC And dominion was given to it." This (as St. 
Jerome fays) fheweth that it was not owing to the 
fortitude of Alexander, but proceeded from the will 
of the Lord. And, indeed, unlcfs he had been di- 
rected, prcferved, and affifted by the Supreme Power, 
how could Alexander, with 30,000 men, have over- 
come Darius with 600,000, and, in fo fhort a time, 
have brought all the countries, from Greece as far 
as to India, into fubje&ion ? 

• 

Embiemof The fourth kingdom is reprefented by a 44 fourth 
£ e ii ourth " k ea ft> dreadful and terrible, and ftrong exceed- 
°° om ' " ingly; and it had great irori teeth: it devoured, 

44 and brake in pieces, and ftamped the refidue with 
44 the feet of it ; and it was diverfe from all the 
44 beafts that were before." Daniel was particular- 
ly defirous to know what this might mean > upon 
which he was thus anfwered by the angel, who had 
explained to him the former part of his vifion : 
44 The fourth beaft fhall bo the fourth kingdom upon 
44 the earth, which fliall be diverfe from all king- 
44 doms, and fliall devour the whole earth, and 
44 fliall tread it down, and break it in pieces." Dan. 
vii. 19. a3. 

No. 50. 



But befides thefe ten horns or kingdoms of the 
fourth empire, there was to fpring up among them 
another little horn. 44 1 confidered the'horn (faith 
4C £>aniel) and behold there came up among them 
4 * another little horn, before whom there were three 
4C of the firft horns pluckt up by the roots." Daniel 
was eager to know the meaning of this part of the 
vifion j upon which the angel informed him, that as 
44 the ten horns out of this kingdom were ten kings," 
or kingdoms, 44 that fliall arife," fo likewife that 
44 another (hall rife after them, and hefhallfubdue 
44 three kings," or kingdoms. 
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We have already feen that thfeRbma 
divided into ten horns or 





6ms, and among 



a examination, find another 

little horn or kingdom, anfwering r in all refpects, 

to the character here given. The celebrated Ma- 
chiavel (in his hiftory of Florence) after Raving rionfby 
(hewn how the Roman empire was broken and di- MachUveL 
vided by the incurfions of the northern nations, 
fays, 44 About this time the bifliops of Rome began 
to take upon them, and to exercife greater autho- 
rity than they had formerly done. At firft the fuc- 
celfors of St. Peter were venerable and eminent for 
their miracles, and the holinefs of their lives; and 
their examples added daily fuch numbers to the 
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Chrifttan church, that, tci obviate or remove the con- 
fu/ions which were then in the world, 



turned Chriftians ; and the emperor o 




ny princes 
oinc being 

converted among the reft, and quitting Rome, to 
hold his refidence at Cohftantinople, the Roman 
empire began to decline ; but the church of Rome 
augmented fart." Hfc then proceeds to give an 
account how the Roman empire declined, and the 
power of the church of Rome increafed ; firft under 
the Goths, then under the Lombards, and after- 
wards by calling in of the Franks. 

Here, then, is a little horn fpringing up among 
the other ten.horns. The bifhop of Rome was re- 
fpeftable as a bifhop long before, but he did not 
become an horn properly (which is an emblem of 
ftrength and power) till he became a temporal 
prince. He was to rife after the other, that is, behind 
them ; fo that the ten kings were not aware of the 
growing up of the little, horn, till it had over- 
powered them. 44 Three of the firft horns (that is, 
three of the firft kings or kingdoms) wereJto be 
" pluckt up by the roots," and to " fall before min." 

j IS'-j ___ r I_l___I £h by 'Mr. 

Mcdeand Mede and Sir Ifaac Newton; but, as there is very 
sir ifaac little variation between them, wc fhall only quote 

the words of the latter. 44 Kings (faith he) are put 
for kingdoms, and therefore the little horn is a lit- 
tle kingdom. It was an horn of the fourth beaft, 
and rooted up three of his firft horns, and therefore 
we are to look for it among-the nations of the Latin 
empire, after the rife of the ten horns. In the eighth 
century, by rooting up and fubduing the exarchate 
of Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lombards, and the 

fen a 



Newton. 



e and dukedom of Rome, the bifhop acquired 
Peter's patrimony out of their dominions, and there- 
by rofe up as a temporal prince or king, or horn of 
the fourth beaft." Again, t4 lt was certainly by the 
vi £tory of the fee of Rome over the Greek emperor, 
the king of Lombardy, and the fenate of Rome, 
that (he acquired Peter's patrimony, and rofe up to 
her greatnefs." — That this explanation of Sir Ifaac 
Newton's is juftly founded will appear from what 
follows. 



becoming 
temporal 
Princes. 



the i"nw Firft, the exarchate of Ravenna, which of right 
t c opcs keiQpggj to t ^ e Greek emperors, and was the capi- 
tal of their dominions in Italy, having revolted at 
the inftigation of the pope, was unjuftly feized by 
Aiftulphus, king of the Lombards, who thereupon 
thought tomakehimfelf mafter of Italy. The pope, 
in this exigency, applied for help to Pepin, king of 
France, who marched into Italy, befieged the Lom- 
bards in Pavia, and forced them to furrender the 
exarchate, and other territories ; which were not 
reftored to the Greek emperor, yas in jufticc they 
ought to have been, but, at the folicitation of the 
pope, were given to St. Peter and his fucceflbrs for 
a perpetual fucceflion . Pope Zachary had acknow- 
ledged Pepin, ufurper of the crown of France, as 
lawful fovereign ; and now Pepin, in his turn, be- 
llowed a principality, which was another's properly, 
-upon Pope Stephen II. the fucceflbr of Zachary, 
" And fo (asPlatina fays) the name of the exarchate, 
which had continued from the time of Narfos to tl\e 
taking of Ravenna by Aiftulphus, an hundred and 
feventy ^ears, was extinguifhed." This (according 
toSigonius) waseffe&ed in theyear755; and hence- 
forward the popes, having become temporal princes, 
did no longer date their epiftles and bulls by the 
years of the emperors reigns, but by the years of 
their own advancement to the pspal chair. 
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Secondly, the kingdom of the Lombards was 
often troublefome to the pope. KingDifiderius in- 
vaded the territories of pope Adrian I. upon which 
the latter was obliged to have recourfe to the king 
of France, and earnertly invited Charles the Great, 
the fon and fuccefTor of Pepin, to come into Italy 
to his affiftance. He accordingly went with a great 
army (being ambitious alfo himfelf of enlarging his 
dominions in Italy) and conquered the Lombards, 
put an end to their kingdom, and gave great part 
of their dominions to the pope* He not only con- 
firmed the former donations of his father Pepin, 



but alfo made an addition of other countries to 
them, aaCorficn, Sardinia, the .Sabine territories, 
the whole track between Lucca and Parma, and 
that part of Ttifcany that belonged the Lombards: 
and the tables of thefe donations he noc only figned 
himfelf, but caufed them to be figned by the bifhops, 
abbots, and other great men then prefent, and laid 
them fo figned upon the altar of St. Peter. And this Th « fcnr. 
was the end of the kingdom of the Lombards, in the L^lluu 
ao6th year after their pofleffing Italy, and in the year aaci fciau 

of Chrift 774. cJ * 

Thirdly, the /fate of Rome \ though fubjedt to the 
popes in things fpiritual, was yet, in things tempo- 
ral, governed by the fenate and people, who, after 
their defection from the eaftern emperors, ftill re- 
tained many of their old privileges, and elefted 
both the weftern emperor and the popes. After 
Charles the Great had overthrown the kingdom of 
the Lombards, he went again to Rome, and was 
there, by the pope, bifhops, abbots, and people of 
Rome, chofen Roman patrician, which is the degree 
of honour and power next to emperor. He then 
fettled the affairs of Italy, and permitted the pope 
to hold under him the duchy of Rome^ith other 
territories : but, after a few years, the Romans, 
defirous to recover their liberty, confpircd againft 
pope Leo III. accufe him of many great crimes, and ropery 
imprifoned him. His accufers were heard on a day 
appointed before Charles, and a council of French Ro. 
and Italian bifhops : but the pope, without plead- maM * 
ing his own caufe, or making any defence, was 
acquitted ; his accufers were flain or banifhed, and 
he himfelf was declared fuperior to all human judi- grea^o. 
cature. And thus the foundation waylaid for the J™"^ 
abfolute authority of the pope over the Romans, iu4a«b. 
which was completed by degrees; and Charles, in ^JJ 1 
return, was chofen emperor of the weft. However, nua*. 
after the death of Charles the Great, the Romans 
again confpired againft the pope ; but Lewis the 
Pius, the fon and fucceflbr of Charles, acquitted 
him again. Some time after this pope Leo was 
taken dangeroufly ill, which as foonas the Romans, 
his enemies, knew, they rofe again, plundered and 
burnt his villas, and thence marched to Rome to 
recover what things had been taken from them by 
force ; but they were rcprelled by fome of the em- 
peror's troops. The fame emperor Lewis the Pius, 
at the rcqueftof pope Pafchal, confirmed the dona- 
tions which his father and grandfather had made to 
the fee of Rome. Sigonius has recited the confirma- 
tion ; and therein are mentioned Rome and its du- 
chy, containing part ofTufcany and Campania, Ra- 
venna, with the exarchate and Pentapolis, and the 
other part of Tufcany, and the countries taken from 
theLombards: and all thefe are granted to the pope 
and his fucceflbrs, that they fliould hold them in 
their own right, principality, and dominions, to the 
end of the world. 

Thefe were " the three horns, three of the firft 
Ci horns,** which fell before the little horn : and the 
pope hath, in a manner, pointed himfelf out for the 
perfon by wearing the triple crown, in other refpe&s 
too the pope fully anfwers the character of the little 
horn ; fo that if exquifite fitnefs of application may 
aflure us of the true fenfe of the prophecy, we can 
no longer doubt concerning the perfon. He is 44 a 
ci little horn And the power of the popes was ori- 
ginally very fmall, and their temporal dominions 
were little and inconfiderable, in comparifon with 
others of the ten horns. 

" He fhall be diverfe from the firft that is, his Naweof 
kingdom fhall be of a different nature and conftitu- ffJS?' 
tion : and the power of the pope differs greatly 
from that of all other princes, he having not only an 

ecclefiaftical, but likewife a civil and temporal au- 
thority. 

u And behold in this horn were eyes like the eyes 
u of a man/ 9 This denotes his cunning and fore- 
fight ; his looking out and watching all opportu- 
nities to promote his own interefts: and the policy 

of the Roman hierarchy had almoft paflcd into a 
proverb. 
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« He had a mouth fpcaking very great tiling/ 9 
And who hath been more noily and bluftcring than 
the pope, especially in former ages, boafthtg of his 
Jiiprcniacy, thundering out his bulUand n n;i t hcm;» s, 
excommunicating princes, and abfolving fubjcdls 
from their allegiance ? 

44 His look was more flout than his fellows/' 
And the pope afl'umes a fiiperiority, not only over 
his fellow bifliops, but even over crowned heads ; 
and requires greater honours to be paid to him, 
than are cxpc&ed even by kings and emperors 
themfclves. 
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And he fliall fpeak great words againfl the 
cc Mo ft High ; or j he fliall fpeak great words as the 
* 4 Mo ft High." And has he not fet himfelf up above 
all laws, divine and human ; arrogating to himfelf 
godlike attributes, and titles of Aolinefs and infalli- 
bility ; exa&ing obedience to his ordinances and de- 
crees, in preference to, and in open violation of, 
both reafon and fcripturc ? 

44 And he fhall wear out the faints of the Mod 
44 High.** This he has done by wars, maflacres, 
and inquifitions, perfecuting and deflroying the 
faithful fervants of Chrift, and the true worfhippers 
of God, who have protefted againft his innovations, 
and refufed to comply with the idolatry pradlifed in 
the Church of Rome. 

44 And he fliall think to change times and laws." 
This he has done by appointing fafts and fcafts, 
canonizing faints, grantingpardon and indulgencies 
for fins, inilitutingnew modes of worfhip, impofing 
new articles of faith, enjoining new rules of practice, 
and, infhort, reverting, atpleafure, the laws botl 
of God and man- 
Such is the power of the pope even at this prefent 
period j and fuch is the little horn that was to arifc 
out of the ten horns, or kingdoms, into which the 
Roman empire was divided. 

But the four kingdoms reprefented in Daniel's 
vifion, were to be followed by a fifth, namely, the 
kingdom of the Mefliah. 44 1 beheld (faith Da- 
44 niel) till the thrones were caft down, and the an- 
44 cient of days did fit,* whofe garment was white as 
44 fnow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
44 wool; his throne was like the fiery flame, and his^ 
44 wheels as burning fire. A fiery ftrcam iflucd and 
44 came forth from before him ; thoufand thoufands 
4t miniftered unto him : and ten thoufand times ten 
44 thoufand flood before him: the judgment was 
44 fet, and the books wereopened." Dan. vii. 9, 10. 
Thefe metaphors and figures are taken from the fo- 
lemnitiesof earthly judicatories, and particularly of 

the great Sanhedrim of the Jews, where the father 
of the confiftory fat, with his afleflbrs feated on each 
fide of him, in the form of a femicircle, and the 
people (landing before him : and from this was 
taken the defcription of the day of judgment as 
given in the New Teflament. 

44 1 beheld then, becaufe of the voice of the great 
44 words which the horn fpoke ; I beheld, even till 
44 the bead was flain, and his body deftroyed, and 
44 given to the burning flame," ver. II. The beafl 
will bedeftroyed 44 becaufe of the great words which 
44 the horn fpoke," and the deftrudlion of the beafl 
will alfo be the deftru&ion of the horn ; and confe- 
quently the horn is a part of the fourth beafl, or of 
the Roman empire. 44 As concerning the reft of 
44 the beafts, they had their dominion taken away, 
4C yet their lives were prolonged for a feafon and a 
64 time." When the dominion was taken away from 
the other beafts, their bodies were not deftroyed, 
for they were fuffered to continue flill in being : but 
when the dominion fliall be taken away from the 
fourth beafl, his body fliall be totally deftroyed : The 
other kingdoms fucceeded each other, but none 
other earthly kingdom fliall fucceed to this. 

44 I fawin the night vifions, and behold, one like 
44 the Son of Man, come in the clouds of heaven, 
<4 and came to the ancient of days, and they brought n 
44 him near before him." Here was evidently difc || 
No. 56. 



f played the coming of the Mefliah; From hence 
44 the Son of Man" came to be a known term for 
Mefliah among the Jews; From hence it was taken 
andufedfo frequently in the gofpeL Our Saviour 
intimates himfelf to be this very Son of Man 
44 Hereafter (fays he) fliall yc fee the Son of Man 
44 fitting at the right hand of power, and coming in 
44 the clouds of heaven." Matt. xxvi. 64, 65.. And 
for faying; this, he was charged by the high-prieft 
with having 44 fpoken blafphemy." 

44 And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
4C an/d a kingdom, thatall people, nations, and lan- 
<C £ ua S cs ft Jou ld fervc him : his dominion is an, 
44 evenafting dominion j which (hall ndt pais away,* 
44 and his kingdom that which fhall not be de- 

cC ftroyed." Dan. vii. 14. AH thefe kingdoms fhall, 
in time^be deftroyed, but the kingdom of the Me£- 
fiah fhall ftand for ever. And it was an alluflon to 
this part of the prophecy that the angel faid of 
Chrifl before he was born, 4< He fliall reign over 
44 the houfeof Jacob for ever, a;nd of his kingdom 
44 there fliall be no end.*' Luke i. 33. 

■ 

In what manner thefe great changes will be ef- 
fected we cannot pretend to fay, as God hath not 
been pleafed to reveal it unto us. We fee, how- 
ever, the remains of the ten horns which arofe out 
of the Roman empire. 

fubfifting, but, it is to be hoped, on the decline, 
and tending towards a defolution. And having 
fcen fo many of thefe particulars accomplifhed, we 
can have no reafon to doubt but that the reft alfo 
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:1, we fhall find fuch a clofc fimilarity as mufl interpre. 
rally flrike us with ailoniftiment. What was J^f^* - 



him in hi* 



will, in due feafon, be amply fulfilled. 

* m 

If we compare the prophecies of Daniel in inter- Agreement 
preting Nebuchadnezzar's dream, with thofe re- t he*ji n 
vealed to Daniel in his vifion, and interpreted by the 
angel 
natu 

reprefented to Nebuchadnezzar in the form bf a za?s 
44 great image," was reprefented again to Daniel by ^" f m ;^ d 
44 four great wild beafts and the beafts have de- veaiedro 
generated as the metals grew worfe and worfe. u K " 

44 Thisimage's head was of fine gold ;** and 44 the 
44 firft beafl was like a lion with eagle's wings ;" and 
thefe anfwer to each other ; and both reprefented 
the powers then reigning, or the kingdom of the 
Babylonians : but it appeared in fplentlor and glory 
to Nebuchadnezzar, as it was then in its flburiftiing 
condition : the plucking of its wings, and its humi- 
liation, were ftiown to Daniel, as is was then drawing- 
near to its fatal end. 

• • • 

C4 The breaft and arms of fdver, and the fecond 
44 bead like -a bear," weredeiigned to reprefent the 
fecond kingdom, or that of the Medes and Pernans. 

The 44 two arms" are fuppofed to denote the two 
people : but fomefarther particulars were hinted to 
Daniel, of the one people rifing up above the other 
people, and of the conqueit of three additional 
kingdoms. To Nebuchadnezzar this kingdom was 
called inferior^ or worfe than the former; and to 
Daniel it was defcribed as very cruel 5 44 Arife, de- 
44 vour much flefli.*' 



The third kingdom, or that of the Macedonians, 
was reprefented by 44 the belly and thighs of brafs, 
and by 44 the third bead like a leopoard, with four 
44 wings of a fowl." It was faid to Nebuchadnez- 
zar, that 44 it fhould bear rule over all the earth j" 
and in Daniel's' vifion, 44 dominion was given to 

44 it." The 44 four heads" fignify Alexander's four 
fiicceflbrs : but the 44 two thighs" can only fignify 
the two principal of them, namely, the Seleucidas 
and Lagidas, that is, the Syrian and Egyptian 
kings. - 

44 The legs of iron," and 44 the fourth bead with 
44 great iron teeth ; exadtly correfpond ; and as 
44 ironbreaketh in pieces" all other metals, fo the 
fourth bead 44 devoured and break in pieces ;" and 
they were, therefore, both equally proper reprefen- 
tatives of the fourth kingdom, or the Roman, which 
was flronger and more powerful that either of the 
former kingdoms* The 44 ten toes" too, and the 
44 ten horns," were alikefit emblems of the ten king- 
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dams, which arofc out of the di vifton of the Ro- 
man empire : but all that relates to 44 the little 
44 horn" was revealed only to Daniel, as a pcrfon 
more immediately interelted in the fate of the 
church. 

The fione, that was 44 cut out of the mountain with- 
44 out hands, and became" itfelf 44 a mountain, and 
44 filled* the whole earth," is explained to be a king- 
dom, which fhall prevail over all other kingdoms, 
and become imiverfal and everlafting. In like man- 
ner, 44 one like the Son of Man came to the ancient 
44 of days," and was advanced to a kingdom, which 
fhall prevail likewife overall other kingdoms, and 
become univerfal and everlafting. 

Such is the great concord and agreement between 
thefe prophecies of. Daniel, which, remarkable as 
they are in many things, arc not more fo, than that 
they comprehend fuch diftant events, and extend 
through fo many ages, from the reign of the Baby- 
lonians,' to the confummation of all things. They 
are truly (as Mr. Mede calls them,) 44 the facred 
calander and great almanac of prophecy ; a propheti- 
cal chronology of times, meafurcd by the fucceflion 
of four principal kingdoms, from the beginning of 
the captivity of Ifrael, until the mvftery of God 
fliall be finifhed." 

Daniel was-" much troubled, and his countenance 
44 changed in him," at theforefight of thecalamities 
that were to be brought on the church by the little 
horn : 44 he kept the matter in his heart." Much 
more may good men be grieved at the light of thefe 
calamities, and lament the prevalence of popery and 
wickednefsin the world : but let them t4 keep it in 
41 their hearts," that a time of juft retribution will 
certainly come. The proof of this may be drawn 
from the moral attributes of God, as well as from 
his promife : 44 The judgment fliall fit, and they 
44 fhall take away his dominion, to confume and to 
44 deftroy it unto the end. And the kingdom, and 
44 dominion, and the greatnefs of the kingdoms 
4C under the the whole heaven fliall be given to the 
41 people of the faints of the Moft High, whofe 
44 kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, and all do- 
44 minion fliall ferve and obey him." Daniel vii. 
a?. 
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The Fifion of the prophet Da?:iel, relative to the Ram 

and He-Goat. 

THE fir ft vifion Daniel had, -was that, of the 
four great beafts, reprefenting the four great 
empires of the world, and which happened in the 
firft year of Belfhazzar, king of Babylon. In the 
third year of the fame king's reign he had another 
vifion, which, though in form of a different nature, 
pertained, in a very great degree, to the fame ten- 
dency. 44 In the third year of the reign of king 
44 Belfhazzar, a vifion appeared unto me, even unto 
4< me, Daniel, after that which appeared unto me 
* 4 at the firft." It was exhibited to him at the pa- 
lace of bhuftian, and by the fide of the river Ulai, 
or Euleus, as it is called by the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. 44 And I faw in a vifion, and it came to pafs 
44 when I faw, that I was at Shufhan in the palace 
44 which is in the province of Elam ; and I faw in a 
44 vifion, and I wasr by the river Ulai." Such was 
the time and place of the vifion ; and the vifion it- 
felf conliftetl of a ram and an he-goat. 

In the former vifion there appeared four beafts, 
becaufe four empires were there reprefented ; but 
here are only two, becaufe here we have a reprefen- 
tation of what was tranfacted chiefly within two 
empires. The firft of the four empires (that is, the 
Babylonian) is here wholly omitted ; for its fate, at 
this time, was fufficiently known, and it was now 
drawing very near to a conclufion. The fecond 
empire, therefore, in the former vifion, is the firft 
in this ; and what was there compared to a bear, is 
here prefigured by a ram. 44 Then I lifted up mine 
44 eyes, and faw, and behold, there flood before the 



44 river a ram which had two horns, and the two 
44 horns were high; but one was higher than the 
44 other, and the higher came up laft." Dan. viii. 3. 
This ram with two horns, according to the explica- 
tion of the angel Gabriel, was the empire of the 
Medesand Perlians. 4< The ram which thou faweft 
44 having two horns, are the kings (or kingdoms) 
44 of Media and Perfia," ver. ao. 

This empire, therefore, which was formed by the 
conjun&ionof theMedes and Perlians, and is often 
called the Medo-Perfian, was not unfitly reprefented 
by a ram 41 with two horns." Cyrus, the founder Cvrut 
of this empire, fucceeded to both crowns, and unitesthe 
united the kingdoms of Media and Perfia. It was o^Mcd? 
a coalition of two very formidable powers, and an 4Per. 
therefore it is faid, that 44 the two horns were high : Ca * 
44 butone," itisadded, 44 was higher than the other, 
44 and the higher came up laft." The kingdom of 
Media, was the more ancient of the two, and more fa- 
mous in hiftory. Perfia was of little note or ac- 
count till the time of Cyrus ; but under him the 
Perfians gained and preferved the afcendency. 

The great exploits of the ram are afterwards re- ^ . 
capitulated by the prophet, who fays, 44 1 faw the SonSe 
44 ram pufliing weft ward, and northward, and fouth- glSiefi 
44 ward, fo that no beafts might ftand before him, vifion. 
44 neither was there any that could deliver out of 
44 his hand, but he did according to his will, and 
44 become great." Dan. viii. Under Cyrus him- 
fclf the Perfians pufhed their conquefts weflward 
as far as the ^Egean Sea and on the bounds of Afia 
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northward they fubdued the Armenians, Cappado- 
cians, and various other nations ; and Jouthward 
they conquered Egypt; if not under Cyrils, yet moft 
certainly under his fon Cambyfes. In the prophecy 
there is not any mention made of their conquefts in 
the eajtj the reafon of which is, that thefe countries 
lay very remote, and were of little concern or con- 
fequence to them. 

The ram was ftrong and powerful, 44 fo that no 
beaft might ftand before him, neither was there 
any that could deliver out of his hand ;" that is, 
none of the neighbouring kingdoms were able to 
contend with the Perfians, but all fell under their 
dominion. 44 He did according to his will, and be- Greatex . 
camegreat :" and thePerlian empire was encreafed temottU 
and enlarged to fuch a degree, that it extended 1%^. 
44 from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred 
44 and feven and twenty provinces." Efther i. t. 
So that feven provinces were added to the hundred 
and twenty which it contained in the time of Cyrus. 
Dam vi. 1. 

After the ram appears the he-goat. 44 And as I ofthefac 
44 was conlldermg (faith Daniel) behold, an he- 50 "' 
44 goat came from the weft on the face of the whole 
44 earth, and touched not the ground : and the goat 
44 had a notable horn between his eyes ;" which is 
thus interpreted by the angel Gabriel : 44 The rough 
44 goat is the king of Grecia, and the great horn 
44 that is between his eyes is the firft king, or king- 
44 dom." Agoatis very properly made the type of the ' 
Grecian or Macedonian empire, becaufe the Mace- 
donians at firft, about two hundred years before 
Daniel, were denominated Aegcadae, or 44 the goat's 
people;" and the reafon of their being fo called, is 
thus-accounted for by heathen authors. Caranus, 
their firft king, going with a great multitude of 
Greeks to feek new habitations in Macedonia, was* 
commanded by the oracle to take the goats for his 
guides to empire ; and afterwards feeing an herd of 
goats flying from a violent ftorm, he followed them 
to Edefia, and there fixed the feat of the empire ; 
made the goats his enfign, or ftandards, and called 
the city Aegae^ or 44 the goat's town ; and the peo- 
ple Aegcadae, or 44 the goat's people, '* To this it 
may be added, that the city iEgea* was the ufual 
burial-place of the Macedonian kings ; and it is alfo 
very remarkable, that Alexander's fon by Roxana 
was named Alexander iEgus, or 44 the fon of the 
44 goat;" and fome of Alexander's fucceflbrs are 
reprefented in their coins with 44 goats horns." 

This he-goat 44 came from the weft on the face of 
44 the whole earth ;" that is, he carried everything 
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before him in all the three parts of the then known 
world. 44 And he touched not the ground :" his 
marches were fo fwift, and his conqucfts fo rapid, 
that he might be laid, ill a manner, to pals over the 
ground without touching it. For the fame rcafoii 
the fame empire, in the former vifion, was likened 
to a leopard: which is a very fwift and a<ftivc animal ; 
and, to denote the greater quicknefsand impetuo- 
fity, to 44 a leopard with four wings." 

44 And the goat had a notable horn between his 
44 eyes." This horn, faith the angel, 44 is the fir ft 
44 king," or kingdom of the Greeks in Afia, which 
was erected by Alexander the Great, and continued 
for fome years under his brother Philip Aridreus, 
and his two fons, Alexander ./Egus and Hercules. 



Dean Prideaux, in fpeaking of the fwiftnefs of Alex- 
ander's marches, hath a paflage which is very per- 
tinent to our prefent purpofe : 44 He flew (fays he) 
with vidiory fwifter than others can travel, often 
with his horfe purfuing his enemies upon the fpur 



* * 

\ attempting to corrupt fometimcs the foldiers of 
Alexander to betray him, and fometimcs his friends 
to deftroy him ; fo that he would not liften to the 
molt advantageous offers of peace, but he deter- 
mined to purlue the Perfian king till he completed 
his deftrudtion. 

» 

44 And he fmote the ram, and brake his two 
44 horns." He fubdued Perfia and Media, with the 
other provinces and kingdoms of the Perfiati em- 
pire ; and it is remarkable that in Perfia he barba- 
roufly facked and burned the royal city of Perfepo- 
lis, the capital of the empire ; -and in Media Darius 
was feized, and made a prifotier, byfomeof hisowri 
traitor fubjecfts, who not long afterwards bafely 
murdered him. 

44 And there was no power in the ram to ftand 
44 before him, but he caft him down to the ground, 
44 and ftamped upon him.*' He conquered where- 
ever he went, routed all the forces, took all the 



whole days and nights,1md fometimes makinglong cities a " d caftle ?' and eiuirel y Subverted and ruined 
marches for feveral days one after another, as once the Perfian empire. 

he did in purfuit of Darius, going near forty miles « And there wasnone that could deliver the ram 
a day for eleven days together* fo that, by the ]| cc. out of hishand." Not even the numerous armies 
ipeed or his marches, he came upon the enemy be- 
fore they were aware of him, and conquered them 
before they could be in a pofture to refift him. 
This exa&ly agreeth with the defcription given of 
him in the prophecies of Daniel fome ages before, 
he being in them fet forth under the fimilitude of a 
panther, or leopard, with four wings : for he was 
impetuous and fierce in his warlike expeditions, as 
a panther after his prey ; and came upon his ene- 
mies with thatfpeed as if he fie w with a double pair 
of wings. And to this purpofe he is, in another 
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part of thofe prophecies, compared to an he-goat, 
coming from the weft with that fwiftnefs upon the 
king of Media an Perfia, that he feemed as if his 
feet did not touch the ground. And his acftions, as 
well in this comparifon as the former, fully verified 
the prophecy. 

The Per- In the next part of this vifion we have an account 
Gancmptrc 0 f t j le p er fi an empire being overthrown by the Gre- 
cians. 44 And he came to the ram that had two 
41 horns, which I had feen (landing before the river, 
and ran unto him in the fury of his power. And 
I faw him come clofe unto the ram, and he was 
moved with choler againft him, and fmote the 
ram, and brake his two horns; and there was no 
power in the ram to ftand before him, but he caft 
him down to the ground, and ftamped upon him ; 
and there was none that could deliver the ram out 
44 of his hand." Dan. viii. 6, 7. 

The ram had before pujbed wefiward, and the Per- 
fians, in the reigns of Darius Hyftafpis and Xerxes, 
had poured down with great armies into Greece ; 
but now the Grecians, in return, carried their arms 
into Alia, and the he-goat invaded the ram that had 
invaded him. 

44 And he came to the ram that had two horns, 
44 which I had feen ftanding before the river, and' 
44 ran unto him in the fury of his power." Thefe 
words ftrongly point out to our imagination the 
army of Darius ftanding and guarding the river 
Granicus, and that of Alexander's on the other 
fide plunging in, fwimming acrofs the ftream, and 
rufiiingon the enemy with all the fire and fury that 
can be conceived. It appeared to be a ftrange mad 
attempt of Alexander to attack the army of Darius, 
which was confiderably more than five times the 
number of his own ; but he was fuccefsful in the 
undertaking, and this fuccefs difFufed a terror of 
his name, and opened his way to the conqueft of 
Afia. 

44 And I faw him come clofe unto the ram." He 
had feveral clofe engagements, or fet battles, with 
the king of Perfia, and particularly at the river Gra- 
nicus, in Phrygia ; at the Straits of Iffiis, in Cilicia ; 
and in the plains of Arbela, in Aflyria. 

44 And he was moved with choler againft him." 
That was for the cruelties which the Perfians had 
exercifed towards the Grecians, and for Darius's 
No. 56. 



of the king of Perfia could defend hipi ; though his 
forces at the battle of IfTus amounted to 600,000 men, 
and at that of Arbela io 10 or 1,100,000; whereas 
the whole number of Alexander's was not more 
than 40,o?o in either battle. So true is the obfervar 
tion of *the Pfalmift, cc there is no kingfavedby the 
44 multitude of an hoft." Pfalm xxxiii. 16. 

There is not any thing fixed and ftable in human 
affairs ; and the empire of the goat, though exceed- 
ing great, was, perhaps, for that reafon, the fooner 
broken in pieces. 44 Therefore the he-goat waxed 
44 very great, and when he was ftrong, the great 
44 horn was broken : and for it came up four nota- 
44 ble ones, towards the four winds of heaven. " 
Which the angel thus interprets : 44 Now that be- 
44 ing broken, whereas four ftood up for it, four 
44 kingdoms (hall ftand up out of the nation, but not 
in his power." Dan. viii. aa. 




cc 



The empire of the goat was in its full ftrength Death of 
when Alexander died at Babylon. He was fucceed- *^ x * nder 
ed on the throne by his natural brother, Philip Ari- ?£neiy~ >¥: 
dceus, and by his own two fons, Alexander -/Egus ^ccAou 1 
and Hercules ; but, in the fpace of about fifteen / 
years, they were all murdered ; and then the firft 
horn^ or kingdom, was entirely broken. The royal 
family being thus cxtincfl, the governors of provin- 
ces, who had ufurped the power, affumed the title 
of kings ; and, by the defeat and death of Antigo- 
nus, they were reduced to four, namely, Callander, 
Lyfimachus, Ptolemy, and Selcucus, who parted 
Alexander's dominions between them, and divided 
and fettled them into four kingdoms. Thefe four 
kingdoms are the 44 notable horns" which came up 
in the room of the firft great horn, and are the fame 
as the 44 four heads of the leopard" in the former 
vifion. 

44 Four kingdoms fliall ftand up out of the na- 
C4 tion," but not in his power. They were to be 
kingdoms of Greeks, not of Alexander's own fa- 
mily, but only of his nation ; and neither were 
they to be equal to him in power and dominion, as 
an empire united is certainly more powerful than 
an empire divided, and the whole is greater than 
any of the parts; They were likewife to extend 
44 towards the four winds of heaven :" and, in the 
partition of the empire, Caflander held Macedon, 
and Greece, and the weflern parts; Lyfimachus had 
Thrace, Bithynia, and the northern regions; Ptole- 
my poflelTed Egypt, and the louthern countries ; and 
Seleucus obtained Syria, and the eajlcrn provinces. 

Thus were they divided 44 toward the four winds of 
44 heaven." 

As, in the former vifion, a little horn fprung up 
among the ten horns of the Roman empire, fo here 
a little horn is defcribeel as rifing among the four 
horns of the Grecian empire : 4t And out of one of 
44 them came forth a little horn, which waxed ex- 
44 ceeding great, toward the fouth, and toward the 
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u cad, and towards the plcafant land." Dan. viii . 9. 
This little horn can only be applied to the Romans, 
who were a new and cli tlx rent power ; who rofe from 
final] beginnings to an exceeding* great empire- ; who 
fir It fubdued Maccdon ami Greece, the capital king- 




" flame." 

cc 



Dan* vii. 1 1 . 



And again, 



cloms of the goat, and from thence fprcad ajid en- 
larged their conqucfls over the red. When they 
iirli got footing* in Greece, then they became a horn 
of the goat. Out of this horn they came, and were* 
at fir It a little horn ; but, in procefs of time, they 
overtopped the other horns, and became predomi- 
nant. The flrcngth of the other kingdoms confiltcd 
in themfelves, and had their foundations in fomc 
part of the goat ; but the Roman empire, as a horn 
or kingdom of the goat, was not mighty by its own 
power, was not Itrong by virtue of the goat, but 
drew its nouriflimciit and (trcngth from Rome and 
Italy. There grew the trunk and body of the tree, 
though the branches extended over Greece, Afia, 
Syria, and Egypt. 

The remainder of this prophecy chiefly relates to 
the perfecuting and opprefling the people of God. 
lt And he waxed "Teat even to the hod of heaven, 
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cc (or againft the ho ft of heaven,) and he caft d 
cC fomc of the hod and of the ftars to the. ground, 
<c and itamped up<m them that is, the Jcwifli date 
in general, or theprieds and Levites in particular, 
who are called Jlars, from their being eminent for 
their Ration, and illudrious for their knowledge ; 
and tc the hod of heaven^" as they watched and fcr- 
ved in the temple, and their fervicc is denominated 
a warfare. Numb. viii. 24. 
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He Hi ill deftroy wonderfully* and fhsll prefper, 
and pniiflifc, and (hall deftroy the mighty and 
the holy people ; and through his policy he lhall 
caufe craft to profper in his hand." When the 
city of Jcrufalem 'was belieged and taken by the 
Romans, the number of captives amounted to nine- 
Mk.*npri- tv-feven thoulancU and of the (lain to eleven hun- 

dred thoufaml. The Romans too carried their con- 
queft and revenge fo as to put an end to the govern- 
ment of the Jews, and entirely took away their 
place and nation. 

It is farther added, that cc he lhall alfo ftand up 
cc againd the prince of princes/' By the "prince 
tl of princes" is undoubtedly meant the MefJiah. It 
was by the malice of the Jews, and the authority of 
the Romans, that he was put to death ; and he fuf- 
fered the punifliment of the Roman malefactors and 
flaves. The Romans not only crucified Our Saviour, 
but alfo persecuted his difciples for above three cen- 
turies : and when, at length, thev embraced the 
Chridian religion, they foon corrupted it ; fo that 
it may be queftioned whether their favour was not 
as hurtful to the church as their enmity. As the 
power of the Roman emperors declined, that of the 
Roman pontiffs increafed : and may it not, with 
equal truth and jnftice, be faid of the latter, as of the 
former, that they 4 ' cad down the truth to the 
<c ground, and practifed, and profpered ?*' The 
perfecuting power of Rome, whether excrcifed to- 
wards the Jews, or towards the Chridians, or by the 
emperors or popes, 3s dill " the little horn." The 
tyranny is the fame ; but, as exerted in Greece and 



a the judge- 
ment lhall fit, and they fliall take away his domi- 
nion, to confume, and to deftroy it unto the end 
vcr. 16. All which implies that the dominion of 
the Romans fliall finally be deftroyed with fomc 
tra ordinary manifcdaiions of the Divine power. 

Daniel was much affected with the misfortunes 
and afflictions which were to befall the church and 
people of God. cc And I Daniel fainted and was 
lick certain days; afterwards I rofe up, and did 
" the king's bufinefs, and was adoniflied at the 
" vifion, but none underftood it." Dan. viii. ay. 
That Daniel was thus affected, can only be afcribed 
to his forefeeing that the future diftreis and ir.ifery 
of the Jews would greatly exceed all they had be- 
fore fudaiued. And. indeed, the calamities which 
they fullered under the Romans were much greater 
than the evils brought on them by Nebuchadnezzar. 
But they expect, and we expect, that, at length, 
the fandluary will be clcanfcd," and that God's 
nromifc will, in time, be fully accomplished. C< I 
will return, and will build again the tabernacle 
of L?::vid, which is fallen down ; and I will build 
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> thereof, and 1 will fet it up : that 
the reiidus of men might feck after the Lord, and 
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all the Gentiles upon whom my name is called, 
faith the Lord, whodocthall thefe things." Acts 
• 16, 17. 

This concern of Daniel, and affection for his reli- 
gion and country, fliow him in a very amiable light, 
and give an additional luiire to his character. But 
not only in thisindnncc. but in every other, he ma- 
iiifeds the fame public fpirit, and appears no lefs 
eminently a patriot than a prophet. Though he was 
torn early from his country, and enjoyed ail the ad- 
vantages that he could enjoy from foreign fervicc, 
yet there was not any thingthat could make him for- 
get his native home : and in the next chapter (chap, 
ix.) we fee him pouring out his foul in prayer, anil 
moll: earneftly and devoutly fupplicating for the 
pardon and redoration of his captive nation. 

It is, therefore, a grofs miftake, to think that re- 
ligion will ever extinguilh or abate our love for our 
own country.. The fcriptures, which rather excite 
and encourage it, exhibit fcveral illudrious exam- 
ples of it, and recommend and enforce this as well 
as all other moral and focial virtues ; and especially 
when the interefts of true religion, and of our coun- 
try, are fo blended and interwoven, that they can- 
not well be fcparated the one from the other. This 
is a double incentive to the love of our country ; and, 
with the fame zeal that every pious Jew might fay 
formerly, every honed Chridian may fay now, with 
the royal pfalmid, tL O pray for the peace of Jeru- 
u falem ; they fliall profper that love thee. Peace 
u be within thy walls, and plenteoufnefs within thy 
4< palaces. For my brethren and companion's fake 
lc I will widi thee profperity : Yea, becaufe 6f the 
<c houfe of the Lord our God I will feek to do thee 
<c good. 11 Pfal. exxii. 6, &c. 
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theeaft, it is the little horn of the he-goat, or third Of the Prophecy of Mofes concerning a Prophet like unto 



empire : as exerted in Italy, and the wed, it is the 
little horn of the fourth bead, or fourth empire. 

But the little horn, like other tyrannical powers, 
was to come to a remarkable end : " he fliall be 
" broken without hand. 1 ' As the done in Nebu- 
chadnezzar's dream was " cutout of the mountain 
u without hands, 1 ' that is, not by human, but by 
fupernatural means, fo the little horn u fliall be 
44 broken without hands;" that is, not fall by the 
hand of man, but peri/li by a (broke from heaven. 
And this agrees perfectly with the former predic- 
tions of the fatal cataftrophe of the Romans* " The 
done (that is, the power of Chrift) fmotc the 
tc image upon his feet of iron and clay, and brake 

" Dan. ii. 3 \. " 1 beheld then., 
tc becaufe of the voice of the great words which the 
<4 horn fpake ; J beheld even till the bead was flain, 
" and his body deftroyed, and given to the burning 
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himjclf. 

WE have already given an account of the pro- 
phecies of Mofes relative to the Jews, and lhall 
here fuhjoin that mod memorable one of the great 
legiflator concerning another prophet to be raifed 
like unto himfelf. 

At the time of this prediction Mofes Was about prophecies 
to leave his people, and therefore, to give them fome ot Mofci 
comrort, he promiies them another prophet. t{ 1 he in^ a pro- 
" Lord thy God (fays he) will raife up unto thee a Snto Vum- 
prophct from the midd of thee, of thy brethren, ic\t 
like unto me; unto him fliall ye hearken/' Deut. 
xviii. J 5. The fame is repeated in the name of God : 
I will raife them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words 
into his mouth, and he lhall fpeak unto them all 
that I fliall command him;" vcr. 18. It is likc- 
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wife farthcradded, in the next verfe, c< And it fliall 
" come to pafs, that whofbever will not hearken 
4C unto my words which he (hall fpeak in my name, 
ci 1 will require it of you." 

In order to explain the meaning* of this amazing 
prophecy, as well as to point out the full and ample 
completion of it, it is ncccflary to conlidei* three 
tilings. 

Firft, who the -prophet was that is here particu- 
larly meant. 

Secondly, that this prophet re (em bled Mofcs in 
a much greater degree than any other pcrfbn ever 

did. And, 

Thirdly* that the people have been, and ft ill are, 
fever ely. punilhed for their infidelity and difobc- 
dience to this prophet predicted by Mofes. 

And fir ft, we fliall confider who the prophet was 
that is here particularly meant. Jt has been the 
opinion of fome that Jofliua was the perfon, be- 
caufe he is faid to have been the u fucceffor of 
" Mofes in prophecies." Ecclef. xlvi. i. And as 
the people were commanded to hearken unto this 
prophet, fo they faid unto Jofliua, c * According as 
tl we have hearkened unto Mofes in all things, fd( 
4t will we hearken unto thee." Jofliua i. 17. Somjr 
again have imagined that the prophet here mean? 
was Jeremiah, becaufe (fay they) he frequently 
makes ufe of the words of Mofes ; and Abarbinel, 
in his preface to his commentary upon Jeremiah, 



reckons up fourteen particulars wherein they re- 
ferable each other, and obferves, that as Mofes pro- 
phefied forty years, fo likewife did Jeremiah. 

There are others again, and thofe by far the much 
greater number, who do not imagine the prophet 
meant to be either Jofliua or Jeremiah, or, indeed, 
any Angle perfon whatever, but a fucceflion of pro- 
phets to he raifed up like unto Mofcs ; becaufe (fay 
they) the Jews being prohibited from going after 
enchanters and diviners, they could not have been ef- 
fectually fecured from following them, but by 
havingtrue prophets of their own, whom they might 
confult upon particular occafions. 

But, notwithftanding this difference in opinion 
among thofe who have written of the fubject, yet 
the very favourers themfelves of each refpetflive 
conftruction agree generally in this 5 that, though 
Jofliua or Jeremiah, or a fucceflion of prophets, 
was primarily intended, yet the main end and ulti- 
mate fcope of the prophecy was the Mefliah; and, 
indeed, there are many fufficient reafons for under- 
ftanding it of him principally, if not folely, besides 
the preference of a literal and typical interpre- 
tation. 

Tosh Towards the conclufion of the book of Deute- 

thc pro- ronomy, we find the following palfage, which evi- 
g het ^ n s r dently refers to this prophecy, and totally refutes 
like 'unto the notion of Jofliua's being the prophet like unto 
hlmm Mofes. " And Jofliua, the fun of Nun, was full 

tc of the fpirit of wifdom ; for Mofes had laid his 
cc hands upon him ; and the children of Ifrael 
ci hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord com- 
<c manded Mofes. And there arofe not a prophet 
t£ fince in Ifrael like unto Mofes, whom the Lord 



tc knew face to face : In all the ligns and the won- 




" ders which the Lord fent him to do, &c. 
Deut. xxxiv. 9, Sec. 

At what time, or by what hand, this addition was 
made to the facred volume, cannot be certainly 
told ; but it mufl have been made after the death of 
Mofes. Theexprcflion, " there arofe not a prophet 
" fince in Ifrael," plainly implies that this addition 
mult have been made fome time after Jofliua fuc- 
cecded to the government of the people, and con- 
fequentlv the Jewifli church had no conception of a 
perpetual fucceflion of the prophets to be raifed up 
like unto Mofes. And if we fuppofe this additiou 
was made (as it is generally believed to have been) 
by Ezra, after the Babylonifh captivity, then it is 
evident, beyond all contradi&ion, that neither Jcre- 



miah, or any of the ancient prophets, wcrccSVccmcd 
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Let us confider what arc the peculiar mark*; alid 
characters wherein it is faid that none other pro- 
phet had ever refemhlcd Mofcs. <4 There arofe not 
t4 a prophet fince in Ifrael like unto Moles/' And 
which of the prophets ever convcrfed fo frequently 
and familiarly with God ? Which of them ever 
wrought fo many and fuch aftonifliing miracles ? 
It mull be anfwered, that not any one of all the 
prophets who fucoeeded Mofes, was ever equal or 
comparable to him, except the Mefliah,' the great 
Saviour and Redeemer of mankind. 

It is undeniably evident, from the declaration 
which God was pleafed to make on occafion of the 
[edition raifed by Miriam and Aaron, that there was 
not to be any prophet in the Jewifli church, much 
lefs a fucceflion of prophets, like unto Mofes. IVli- Miriam 
riam and Aaron grew jealous of Mofes, and muti- mutiny 
nied againft him, faying, cc Hath the Lord, indeed, a S a £*« 
ic fp'oken only by Mofes ? hath he not fpoken alfo °" " 
c< by us V 9 Numb. xii. 2. The controverfy, indeed, 
was of fuch importance, that God himfelf was 
pleafed to interpofe, and put an end to it. ct If (faid 
fcC he) there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will. 
<c make niyfelf known unto him in a vifion, and 
<c will fpeak unto liim in a dream. My fervant 
c< Mofes is not fo, who is faithful in all mine houfe. 
u With him will I fpeak mouth to mouth, even ap- 
cc parcntly, and not in dark fpceches ; and the fimi- 
" litude of the Lord fliall lie behold : wherefore 
then were ye not afraid to fpeak againft my fer- 
ic vant Mofes." 

a 

By this is clearly feen, not only the great dif- 
ference which God was pleafed to make between 
Mofes and other prophets, but likewife in what re- 
fpe£t that difference lay- God revealed himfelf unto 
other prophets in dreams and vilions, but with 
j Mofes he converfed more openly, that is, u face to 
lt face." Thefe were privileges and prerogatives 
of the mod Angular nature, and which evidently 
diftinguiflied Mofes from all the other prophets of 
the Jewifli difpenfation. And yet there was a pro- 
phet to be raifed up like unto Mofes : but who ever 
refembled hitxiin thofe fupcrior advantages, except 
the Mefliah i 

It is, moreover, implied, that this prophet fhould Chrift tU 
be a law-giver. " A prophet like unto thee j" not J^.^ 
fimply a prophet, but a prophet like unto Mofes, untoMofiw 
that is (asEufebius explainsit) a fecond law-giver. 
The reafon, too, that i-> afiigned for fending this 
prophet, will evince that he was to be veiled with 
this character. The people had requefted that the 
Divine laws might not be delivered to them in fo 
terrible and awful a manner as they were in Horeb. 
God was pleafed to approve of their rcqueft, and 
therefore promifed that he would raife up unto them 
a prophet like unto Mofcs, a law-giver, whofliould 
fpeak unto them his commands in a familiar and 
gentle way- The prophet, therefore, here meant,, 
was to be a law-giver : but there were not any of 
the Jewifli prophets law-givers in all the interme- 
diate time between Mofcs and Chrift. 

If we take a farther view of this matter, we fliall 
find, from the molt indubitable authority, that , 
there never was any prophet, and much lefs a fuc- 
ceflion of prophets, whom the Jews efteemed like 
unto Mofes, from his death to the coming of the 
Mefliah. The higheft degree of infpiration is 
termed by them Mofaical, and they enumerate fe- 
veral particulars, in which that hath the pre-emi- 
nence and advantage above all others. There was, 
indeed, in confequence of this prophecy, a general 
expectation of fome extraordinary prophet to arife, 
which particularly prevailed about the time of Our 
Saviour's coming on the earth. The Jew's then, as 
well as fince, undcrftood and applied this prophecy 
to the Mefliah, the only prophet whom they will 
ever allow to be as great, or greater, than Mofes. 

When Our Saviour had fed five thoufand men, by 
a miracle like that of Mofes, who fed the Jfraelitcs 
in the wildernefs, then thofe men faid, " This is of 
<c a truth that prophet that, fhould come into the 
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" world." Jolin vi« 14. St. Peter and Sr. Stephen 
Jikcwifc directly apply the prophecy to him, Acts 
iVi. aa,^. viii. 37. and tlicy may very well be jufti- 
fied for fo doing ; for lie fully anfwers all tlic marks 
and characters which are here given of the pro- 
phet like unto Mofes. He liacl immediate commu- 
nication with the Deity, and God fpake to him 
face to [ace, as he did to Mofcs. He performed 
fignt and wonders as great, or greater, than thofc of 
Mofcs. 44 I will raife them up a prophet/' faith 
God : and the people glorified God, faying, " That 
44 a great prophet is rifen up among us." Luke 
viii. 16". 4t 1 will put my words in his mouth, " faith 
God : and our Saviour faith, " f have given unto 
44 them the words which thou gaveft me." John 
.xviii. 8. 44 He fhall fpeak unto them all tliat I fhall 
u command him," faith God : and our Saviour 
faith 44 I have not fpoken of niyfelf ; but the Fa- 
44 ther which fent me, he gave me a command- 
44 mcnt, what I fliould fay, and what 1 fliould 
44 fpeak. And 1 know that his commandment is 
44 life everlafting : whatfoever, I fpeak, therefore, 
44 even as the Father faid unto mc, fo 1 fpeak. 
John xii. 49, 50. 

Having thus clearly pointed out who the perfon 
was meant in Mofes's prophecy, we are now to take 
fome notice of the great and ftriking likenefs be- 
tween Mofes and Chrift, and how far the latter re- 
fembled the former in more refpects than any other 
perfon ever did. 

We have already given fome inftances whereiu 

they rcfcmble each other; namely, of God's {peak- 
ing to both face to face, of both performing f>'g'*s 
and v.'O-iderS) of both being law-givers ; and in thufe 
refpects none of the ancient prophets were like unto 
Mofes. None of them were law-givers ; they only 
interpreted and enforced the laws of Mofes. None 
of them performed fo many and fuch great won- 
ders. None of them had fuch clear communica- 
tions with God. They all faw villous, and dreamed 
dreams. Mofes and Chrift are the only two who 
perfectly rcfembled each other in thefe refpects. But, 
farther to illuftrate this material part of the pro- 
phecy, we fliall preferve fome very curious obferva- 
tionson the fubject made by the Rev. Dr. Jortin, in 
his 44 Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory/' 

Dbfcrva- CC Mofes (fays he) fled from his country to efcape 
ions made the hands of the kings of Egypt ; fo did Chrift when 
caby f Dr" his parents went into Egypt. Afterwards, 44 the 
[ortin. " Lord faid to Mofes in Midian, Go, return into 

44 Egypt ; for all the men are dead which fought 
44 thy life," Exod. iv. 19. fo the angel of the Lord 
faid to Jofeph, in almoft the fame words, 44 Arife r 
44 and take the young child, and go into the lancf 
44 of Ifrael: for they are dead which fought the 
44 young child's life j" Matt. ii. ao. pointing him 

out, as it were, for that prophet who fliould arife 
like unto Mofes. 

Mofes refufed to be called the fon of Pharaoh's 
daughter, chufing rather to fuffcr affliction : Chrift 
refufed to be made king, chuiing rather to fuffer 
affliction-. 

Mofes, fays St. Stephen, 44 was learned in all the 
44 wifdom of the Egyptians ;" and Jofephus fays, 
that he was a very forward and accompliflied youth, 
and had wifdom and knowledge beyond his years. 
St. Luke obferves of Chrift, that 44 he increafed 
4t (betimes) in wifdom and ftature, and in favour 
44 with God and man and his difcourfes in the 
temple with the doctors, when he was but twelve 
years old, were a proof of it. 

Mofes was not only a law-giver, a prophet, and 
a worker of miracles, but a king and a prieft : in 
thefe offices the refemblance between Mofes and 
Chrift was Angular. 

Mofes brought darknefs over the land : the fun 
withdrew his light at Chrift\s crucifixion: and as 
the darknefs which was fprcad over Egypt was fol- 
lowed by the deftruction of their firh>born, and of 
Pharaoh and his hoft, fo the darknefs at Chrift's 

death was the forerui^ier of the deftruction of the 
Jews. 



Mofcs foretold the calamities which would befall 
that nation for their dilbbediencc j fuclid Chrift. 

The fpiiit which was in Mofcs was conferred, m 
foine degree, upon thefeventy elders, and they pro- 
phelied : Chrift conferred miraculous powers upon 
feventy difciples. 

Mofes was victorious over powerful kings and 
great nations ; fo was Chrift by the effects of his 
religion, and by the fall of thofe who perfecuted 
his church. 

Mofes conquered Amalec by holding up both his 
hands.: Chrift overcame his and our enemies when 
his hands were fattened to the crofs. 

Mofes interceded for tranfgreflbrs, and caufed an 



atonement to be made for them, and Hopped the 
wrath of God ; fo did Chrift. 

Mofes ratified a covenant between God and the 
people by fprinkling them with blood : Chrift with 
his own blood. 

Mofes defired to die for the people, and prayed 
that God would forgive them, or blot him out of 
his book : Chrift did more, he died for finners. 

Mofes inftituted the paflbver, when a lamb was 
facrificed, none of whofe bones were to be broken, 
and whofe blood protected the people from deftruc- 
tion : Chrift was the pafchallamb. 

Mofes lifted up the ferpent, that they who looked 
upon him might be healed of their mortal wounds : 
by properly looking up to Chrift all will be healed. 

All Mofs's affection towards the people, all his 
cares and toils on their account, were repaid by them 
with ingratitude, murmuring, and rebellion: the 
fame returns the Jews made to Chrift for all his 
benefits. 

Mofes was ill ufed by his own family ; his bro- 
ther and After rebelled againft him : there was a 
time when Chrift's own brethren believed not in 
him. 

Mofes had a very wicked and perverfe generation 
committed to his care and conduct ; and, to enable 
him to rule them, miraculous powers were given 
to him j and he ufed his utmoft endeavours to make 
the people obedient to God, and to lave them from 
ruin ; but in vain : in the fpace of forty years they 
all fell in the wildernefs except two. Chrift alfo 
;i was given to a generation not lefs wicked and per- 
verfe ; his inftructions and miracles were loft 
upon them, and in about the fame fpace of time, 
after they had rejected him, they were deftroyed. 

Mofes was very meek above all men that were on 
the face of the earth ; fo was Chrift. 

The people could not enter into the land of pro- 
mife till Mofes was dead : by the death of Chrift 
the kingdom of heaven was open to believers. 

In the death of Mofes and Chrift there is alfo a 
refemblance of fome circumftances : Mofes died, 
in one fenfe, for the iniquities of the people : it was 
their rebellion which was the occafion of it, which 
drew down the diipleafure of God upon them and 
upon him : Mofcs went up, in the fight of the peo- 
ple, to the top of mount Nebo, and there he died, 
when he was in perfect vigour, when 44 his eye 
44 was not dim, nor his natural force abated." Chrift 
fuffered for the fins of men, and was led up, in the 
prefence of the people, to mount Calvary, where he 
died in the flower of his age, and when he was in 
his full natural ftrength. 

Neither Mofes, or Chrift, as far as we can col- 
lect from facred hiftory, were ever fick, or felt any 
bodily decay or infirmity, which would have ren- 
dered them unfit for the toils they underwent J 
their fufferings were of another kind. 

Mofes was buried, and no man knew where his 
body lay : nor could the Jews find the body of Chrift* 
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Laftly, as Mofes, a little before liis death, pro- 
mt fed ** another prophet/' fo Chrift, before his 
death, promifed 4% another comforter." 

Such are the comparifons made by Dr. Jortin re- 
lative to the great refcmblancc between Mofes and 
Chrift ; but the greateft fimilitude confifts in their 
both being law-givers, which no other prophets ever 
were. They may refemble each other inmany other 
circumftanccs, and a fruitful imagination may ftrike 
upon a likenefs, where, in reality, there is not any 
to be found. But, as the fame excellent writer con- 
cludes, cc Is this nmilitude and correfpondence in 
fo many things between Mofes and Chrift the effe<5t 
of mere chance ? Let us fearch all the records of 
univerfal hift.ory, and fee if we can find a man who 
was fo like to Mofes as Chrift was, and fo like to 
Chrift as Mofes was. If we cannot find fuch an one, 
then have we found him of whom Mofes, in the law, 
and the prophets, did write, Jefus of Nazareth the 
Son of God. \ 

■ 

We come now to confider the laft part of the pro- 
phecy, in doing of which, it will be no very difficult 
matter to prove that the people have been, andftill 
are, feverely punifhed for their infidelity and dis- 
obedience to this prophet. 

♦ 

The words in this part of the prophecy are very 
clear and exprefs. «* Unto him ye fhall hearken : 
" And it (hall come to pafs, that whofoever will 
44 not hearken unto my words which he (hall fpeak 
44 in my name, I will require it of him." That is, 
1 will feverely punifli him for it ;.or, as the Seventy 
tranflate it, 44 I will take vengeance of him." 

This prophecy, as we have clearly proved, evi- 
dently relates to Chrift. God himfelf, in a manner, 
applies it to him ; for when he was transfigured, 
there came 44 a voice out of the cloud, which faid, 
4< This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
44 pleafecl ; hear ye him." Mat. xvii. 5. This 
manifeftly alludes to the words of Mofes ; C4 Unto 
44 him ye fhall hearken j" and clearly points out 
that Chrift alone was the prophet like unto Mofes. 
The apoftle St. Peter dire&ly applies it unto Our 
Saviour. For Mofes truly faid unto the fathers, cC A 
44 prophet {hall the Lore! your God raife up unto 
you, of your brethren, like untonie; him fhall ye 
hear in all things whatfoever he (hall fay unto 
c< - you : and it fhall come to pafs, that every foul 
which will not hear that prophet, fhall be deftroy- 
ed from among the people/' Adts iii. aa, 

And hath not this terrible denunciation been fully 
executed upon the Jews ? Was not the complete 
deftruftion of that incredulous nation (foou after 
Chrift had finifhed his miniftry among them, and his 
apoftles hadlikcwife preached in vain) the fulfilling 
of the threat for not hearkening unto him ? We may 
be the more certain of this application as Our Saviour 
himfelf not only denounced the fame deftru&ion, 
but alfo foretold the figns, the manner, and the cir- 
cumftances of it with great exa&nefs. Such, in- 
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But though they have thus long laboured tinder 
thefc calamities for the enormity of their crimes* 
yet it is to be hoped that, upon a proper faith and 
repentance, they will, in time, become objects o£ 
the Divine mercy. We fhall therefore conclude 
with the wordsof the apoftle St. Paul; 44 Our hearts 
4 < defire and pra)'er to God for Ifrael is, that they 
44 may be fayed." Horn. tf. 1. 



C H AP* XV. 



Of the J cwifa Ritual; or Ceremonial Law. 



IN the preceding chapters we have given an am- of * hc 
pie account of the rcfpcdlive prophecies con- Junior 
taincd in the Old Teftament, the greater part of ceremonial 
|_ which' have been already fulfilled, fonie are uillful- * w " 
filling, and, no doubt, the reft will be fulfilled when 
the appointed lime fhall : arrive. u In this chapter 
we fhall take fome notice of the religious laws and 
I ceremonies of the Jews, as alfo the means whereby . 
they became acquainted with learning and lite- 
rature. 



The conftitution of the Mofaic law confiftetf of 

_ «* won or the 

three parts ; namely, - Mofaic 

lav, ' 

1. Of political and judicial laws. 

1 

• * 

a. Of ixforal precepts,' fuchas the ten command- 
ments. 

3. Of rites and cerehionies, fuch as circumcifion, 
facrifices, wafhings, purifications, the ufc of certain 
garments, &c. and divers rite? by thepriefts in the 
tabernacle. 



We fliali obferve, in general, that the defijm of Rj?PJ}fi 
tneie ceremonies was to convey religious and ceremo- 
moral inftrudtions to the people ; ancKthe method mes * 
of their receiving thefe inftruftions was, in many 
inftances, by hieroglyphics. Thus the govern- 
ment of the world by Divine Providence, and 
his extraordinary interpofition in favour of good 
men, is reprefented by a ladder ftanding on the 
earth, and reaching to heaven, with the angels 
afcending and defcending on it, to receive and 
execute orders from God above, who ruleth over 
all. Gen. xxviii. ii, 13. In the ftile of , this hiero- 
glyphic Our Lord himfelf fpeaks : 44 Hereafter 
44 fhall ye fee heaven open, and the angels of God 
44 afcending and defcending upon the Son of Man. 
John i* 51 . 

The exaltation of Jofeph above the reft of his fa- Embiemi 
mily, was reprefented by the hieroglyphic of his diff c «nc 
fheaf ftanding upright, and the eleven fheaves of tribc, « 
his brethren ftanding round about, and bowing to it. 
As alfo the fun, and moon, and eleven ftars, making 
obedience to him. Gen. xxxvii. 7, 9. 

The tribe of Judah is reprefented by a young lion ; 
Ifachar r by a ftrong afs ; Dan, by a ferpent lurking 
in the road ; Naphtalt, by an hind ; Jofeph, by a 



deed, of thofe Jews who believed in his name, by I fruitful bough ; Benjamin, by a ravening wolf. Gen. 



remembering the caution, and following the advice 
which he had given them; efcaped from the general 
ruin of their country : but the main body either pe- 
rifiicd in their infidelity, or were carried captives 
into other nations ; and, by perfifting in the fame 
infidelity, they have ever fince been a vagabond, 
diftreffed, and miferable people. 

The wife difpenfations of Providence are in no 
refped: more amply difplaytjd than in the fulfilment 

We muft be blind 



xlix. 9, 14, &c. 

A rod or ftaff, as it is an inftrument of ftriking or 
beating down, is the hieroglyphic of power ex- 
erted in conquering, punifhing, and ruling. Ifa. x. 
5, 14. With fuch a rod Mojcs and uiaron appeared 
before Pharaoh, as hieroglyphically reprcfenting 
the power and authority of God, in whofe name 
they demanded the releafe of the Ijraelites. Exod* 
vii. 15. Thus they appeared as men of learning, 



and a&ed agreeable to the literature of the age in 
which they lived . 



of this part of the prophecy 

not to fee it ; and feeing, we cannot but admire and 
adore it. What account can the Jews themfelves 
give of their long captivity, difperfion, and mifery ? 
Their former captivity, for the punifhment of their 
wickednefs and idolatry, lafted only feventy years ; 11 
but they have lived in their prefent difperfion, even A yoke, fuch as Haves carried upon 

though they have not been idolaters, upwards of I ders, reprefented fervitude or bondage, 
feventeen hundred. II 37, 40. 



A horn reprefented temporal power and domi- 
nion. 1 Sam. ii. 10. Pfalm lxxix. 24. 



their fhoul- 
Gen.xxvii. 
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The rirei 

and ccic- 
monics of 
the Jews 
hierogly- 
phic. 



This may fcrve to explain the nature of hierogly- 
phics, a fort of language to which the Jews were 
accuftomcd ; being the learning of that age, which 
they could underftand much better than abltraft 
reaionings about moral truths and duties. 

We may therefore, on this account, well admit) 
that the rites and ceremonies of their religious in- 
ftitutions were hieroglyphic, and intended, by ex- 
ternal reprefentations, to give them ufefulinltruc- 
tions in true religion and real goodnefs. 

If we confnlt the prophets and apoftles, who were 
well acquainted with their meaning, we (hall find 
fo much evidence of the moral and fpiritual inten- 
tion of fo many, as may induce us to believe this was 
the fenfe and fpirit of all the reft. 

The Jews were enjoined frequent and various 
ablutions, or wafliings with water ; the common ufe 
of which is to difcharge the body from all dirt and 
filth, and to keep it clean. This was a very eafy 
reprefentation of purity of mind, or of an heart 
purged from filth and fin. In this manner the pro- 
phets underftood it : 44 Wafli me from mine ini- 
44 quity." Pfal. li. a. " Wafh me, and I (hair 
be clean ; ver. 7. " Wafiiyourfelves, make your- 
44 felves clean ; put away the evil of your doings." 
Ifaiah i. 6. 

Anointing with oil, or ointment, by which the 
head was beautified, and the countenance exhilira- 
ted, had the fignification of honour* joy , holinefs, 
and infpiration. Pfal. xlv. Adsx. 38. The priefts 
officiated in garments of fine linen 5 Exod. xxxix. 




27. meaning that the priefts fhould be chat/ted^ or 
have their minds adorned with rightcoufnejs. 



Burning of incenfe, whofe fmoke rifcth 
with a pleafant fcent, was an hieroglyphic 
prcfentation of acceptable prayer. Pfal. cxli 
Luke i. 10. 



up 

re- 
•2. 



Circumcifion had relation to the heart and foul, 
or to the retrenching all inordinate affedtions and 
inclinations. Lev. xxvi. 41. Rom. ii. acj. 

The fprinkling of blood, and of the water of fe- 
paration, (Numb. xix. 13, 19.) was hieroglyphic, 
and had a moral fignification. See Heb% ix. 13, 14. 
1 Pet. i. a. As had likewife the muzzled mouth of 

" » ■ 

the ox ; Deut. xxv. 4. compared with 1 Cor. ix. 9. 
10. 1 Tim. v. 17, 18. 

Some perfons have indulged their fancies more 
than they ought, and pretended to have found more 
myfteries in the Hebrew ritual than were really de- 
figned ; but thefe inftances, explained by authentic 
evidence, may convince us, that the whole had a 
fpiritual meaning; and as we are taught in the 
Gofpel every thing neceffary to faith and pradtice 
in the plaincft manner, we need not give ourfelves 
much trouble about difcoveringthe meaning of the 
other rites, which are not explained by the prophets 
and apoftles. 

But the affair of facrifice, fo often mentioned in 
the Old Teftament, was a type of Our Blefled Re- 
deemer, who died for our fins, and rofe again for 
our juftification. 



END OF THE ILLUSTRATION OF THE PREDICTIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL PROPHETS. *©. 
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Abarim. 



Acta. 



Adifa. 




BARIM, mentioned in Numbers xxvii. 
la. was a long ridge of mountains, that 
reached from the tribe of Keuben into 



and adorning it, that, in order to render it the me- 
tropolis of Egypt, he brought thither many of that 
nation for that purpofc, where, havinggranted them 



the land of Moab, on each fide of the II free exercife of their religion, and all the fame privi- 



river Arnon, of which the mounts Pifgah, Peor, 
and Nebo (where Mofes died) were apart* 

Acra, a large fortrefs, built by Antiochus, du- 
ring the time of hisperfecutionof the Jews, (related 
in the Maccabees,) out of the ruins he made of Je- 
rufalcm, on an eminence of the city of David. The 
word Acra properly fignifies an eminence, or for- 
trefs, built on fome raifed ground, which has the 
command of the country round about; and as this 
of Acra flood higher than that of Simon, it gave 
the garrifon the advantage of annoying all that 
paITed to and from the temple. After fuftaining 
feveral fortunes and revolutions, it wasdemolifhed 
by the victorious Simon. 

Adasa, mentioned in the Maccabees, as the place 
where Judas Maccabeus pitched his camp, is faid, 
by Jerome, to have been feated in the tribe of 
Ephraim. 

Adibena. Adibena, a province of ancient AiTyria. The 

whole country has been fometimes called by the 



name of this part of it 



Mac- 



cabees, to be fet up, or built, by Simon, in the re- 
gion of Sephalia, weftvvard of Elutherpolis, in 
Judcea. 



Ucxaadria Alexandria, the greateft city in Egypt, was 

built by Alexander the Great, on the coaft of the 
Egyptian Sea, and in that part of Africa that is near 
the mouth of the Nile, where it forms a noble fpa- 
cious haven, in form of a crefcent. This city* as 
founded by Alexander, bears his name, and contains 
his tomb. On his building it, he brought great 
numbers of Jews thither to plant it ; and Ptolemy 
Soter, after his death, having fixed the feat of his 
government there, wasfo defirous of augmenting 



leges with the Macedonians and other Greeks, they 
! foon became a great part of the inhabitants of that 
city. We are told that Alexandria was almoft en- 
tirely ruined by the Romans, after they had become 
mailers of it : but the emperor Adrian not only re- 
paired both the public and private buildings, and 
reftored to the inhabitants their former privileges, 
but heaped new favours upon them. In the palace, 
which took up one third of the city, one quarter 
was confecrated to the mules and fciences, and 
thence called the Mufeum. There were lodged and 
entertained, at the public expenfe, men of learning, 
divided into focieties, or colleges, according to the 
different fciences which they profefled. They were 
all under one head, named by the emperor, and ho- 
noured with the title of PontifF. Among the many 
eminent perfons whom their noble feminary pro- 
duced, we may reckon Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Origen, and Athanafius. It was adorned with fuch 
numbers of choice books, as to form the fineft li- 
brary in the world, which underwent many ravages 
and accidents, and was frequently repaired and 
ftored with the fame number of books, till at length 
it was burnt by the barbarous Saracens, in making 
themfelves matters of Alexandria. We have not 
fpace to enumerate the public edifices and orna- 
ments of antiquity. This city, by the Romans, was 
named Pharos Sebefte, Augufta, Julia, Claudia, 
Domitia, as well as, Alexandria ; by the natives, 
Rocotis : but the Turks now call it Scanderia, or 
Scanderic ; for they abbreviate the name of Alex- 
ander into that of Schander, and thus they give the 
name Scanderoon to Alexandretta. Its haven, tho* 
not very fafe, is yet much frequented. But, how- 
ever magnificent, opulent, Sec. this city formerly 
was, it is now reduced, for the moft part, to fuch 
heaps of ruins, (in fome places even higher than the 
houfes that are left in it,) and fuch defolation reigns 
through every quarter, that one cannot fee a fingle 
ftreet entire. Alexandria hath two parts, the old 
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A! ex; p. 
Utiun. 



A math a. 



Ancioch 



and the new : into the firft none hut Turkifh vcflcl* 
are admitted ; the latter receives vcflcls from Eu- 
rope. It is, with the reft of Egypt, fubjcA to the 
Grand Seignior, who fecins, however, to have a li- 
mited authority, being often obliged to fubmit the 
admin 'titration of government to the humours of 
the petty princes of Egypt. 



Alexandkion, a fortrefs of Judcea, built by to quell it. Wli 



ufcsof a palace ; and in the middle was a large area 
for the foldicrs to he in ; and round it war, a (lately 
piazza, or cloifter. There was a turret near the 
middle of the north fide of the great fquarc of the 
temple , built remarkably high, that from thence 
might be fecn all that was done in the courts within ; 
fo that if a tumult Ihould arifc in any part of the 
temple, it might be obferved, and foldicrb lent down 



Antipatris. 



Antonia, 



Alexander Jannaeus, from whom it had its name. 
It was fituated on an high mountain, at the entrance 
into Judrea, near the town of Corca, which was the 
firft place in Judaea on the Samaritan fide, and upon 
the road to Jericho, on the frontiers of Judah and 
Benjamin. Alexandrion was afterwards the bury- 
ing place of the Jewifh kings ; fo that, though it 
was demoliflied by the Romans, it was rebuilt by 
Herod. 

Amatha, a city on the Jordan, built, probably, 
by Herod, for the benefit of the hot waters for 
which it was famed. 

Antioch was built by Seleucus, and foon after 
became, and for ages continued to lie, the metropo- 
lis of the eaft ; for not only the Syrian kings, but af- 
terwards the Roman emperors, chofe it for the ufual 
place of their refidence. It flood on the Orontes, 
(now called the Hafi) the place where that river 
empties itfelf into the Mediterranean, being equally 
diftant from Conftantinoplc and Alexandria, in 
Egypt. Seleucus called it from his father's name, 
which was Antiochus. This metropolis of Syria 
was afterwards known by the name of Tetrapolis, 
(i. e. fourfold city,) being divided, as it were, into 
four cities, each of them having its proper wall, be- 
Ixdes the common one which cnclofed them all. The 
place where it ilood was very fuhjc<St to earth- 
quakes, by which it greatly fuftered, and was often 
in danger of being overwhelmed. However, it con- 
tinued 600 years, till it was taken and utterly de- 
ftroyed b^ T Bibaris, fultan of Egypt. It is now (in 
compari(on) a frnall and contemptible village, 
known by the name 6f Anthakia, and remarkable 
for nothing but its ruins. There is one thing well 
worth notice with relation to the walls of this city, 
that within the thicknefs of it, at a certain place, 
there is a fpace left open, and with a gradual and 
imperceptible afcent, by which loaded carts or 
waggons may be drawn from the bottom of the wall 
quite up to the cattle. They were flanked with 400 
fquare towers, ftrongly built, of which there is ftill 
a good number left, every one having a ciftern in 
the middle of it, quire entire to this day. It is alfo 
famous for giving the name of Chriftians to the 
difciples of Our iSleiied Saviour; for being the 
birth-place of St. Luke, the Evangeliftj and of 
Theophilus, hence furnamed Antiochenus ; and for 
its celebrated bilhop, St. Ignatius the Martyr. 

Antipatris, a city built, or rather built or 
repaired, by Herod, and fo named in honour of his 
father Antipater. having been formerly called Cap- 
harfalama. It does not ftand very far from Jeru- 
falem, in the road to Csefarea. 

Antonia. After Simon had deftroyed Mount 
Acra, (before defcribed, he built fortifications round 
the mountain on which the temple ftoop, for the bet- 
ter fecuring and fortifying it againft all future in- 
fnlts from the heathens, within which he built an 
houfe, and dwelt there alibis life-time. This houfe 
feems to be the fame whichHyrcanus afterwards built 
into the caftle Baris, where he, and all his fucceflbrs 
of the Afmonean family, dwelt, and kept their court ; 
and here laid up the pontifical ftole, or facred robes 
of the high-pricflr, &c. &c. which continued to be 
done till the time of Herod, who, on his being made 
king of Judrea, having obferved the convenience 
of the place, rebuilt and made it a very ftrong 
fortrefs. In (lead of Baris, the name it formerly 
bore, he called it Antonia ; thereby complimenting 
Marcus Antonius, the triumvir, who then governed 
the eaftcrn provinces of the Roman empire. The 
form of the building was that of a quadrangle, all 
built on every fide, wherein were rooms for all the 



the Romans, they continued keeping a ftrong gar- 
rifon in it ; and by rcafon of its immediate influence 
on the temple, the captain of the garrifon is, in 
fcripture, called the Captain of the 'I cmplc. This 
fortrefs was at laft mattered and taken by the Ro- 
mans, and deftroyed in the deflagration and total 
deftrudtion of Jerufalem by Titus and his forces. 

Arabia, if we include all thofe countries which Aribia. 
go under that general name, is of very great ex- 
tent, and has been, from early times, divided into 
three parts, viz. Arabia Felix, or happy, to the 
fouth ; fo ftiled from its rich produce, and famous 
for the queen of Sheba, who came to hear the wif- 
dom of Solomon, or whofe kingdom was fituated 
in this fertile country. Arabia Petrea, or rocky \ 
fo called not from its capital Pctra, as built on a 
rock, but from the rockinefs of the whole tiivifion, 
beiing full of mountains, among which is Mount 
Sinai, or Horeb, fo famous in facred fcripture. As 
Arabia Petrea lies to the north of Arabia Felix, fo 
ftill morenorth, or rather north-caft, lies the third 
divifion, called, from its natural barrennefs, Arabia 
Deferta. Various are the opinions of the learned 
concerning the origin and name of this country, and 
it would rather tend to perplex than entertain to 
fpecify them. As to the climate) part of Arabia is 
under the hottcft, viz. the torrid zone. The air on 
the north part is extremely hot during the fix fum- 
mer months, the heavens being fcldom or ever 
over-caft with clouds. But on the fouth fide it is 
much more temperate, being qualified with refrefh- 
ing dews, which fall almoft every night in great 
abundance. The diftincft names of the three Ara- 
bias fufficiently declare the nature of their foil ; 
the northern being extremely barren, and encum- 
bered with huge formidable rocks ; the other over- 
fpread with vaft mountains of fand. But the fouth- 
ern, defervedly ftiled the /wppy-, is blefled with 
an excellent foil, and extraordinary fertile in many 
places. It abounds with the rarcft and moft va- 
luable commodities ; as alfo with camels, animals 
of lingular ufe for carriage, that feem formed by 
nature for this dry and fultry foil, which fometimes 
affords no water for many days travel. The coun- 
try is infefted with what are called freebooters, a 
Itrange fpecies of mortals, fcarcely deferviug the 
title of human. They are all of a fwarthy com- 
plexion, of mean ftature, raw-boned, and very fwift. 
Their voices are effeminate as well as their temper. 

They have no fettled habitation, except thofe that 
lite on the fea-coaft, where their cities and towns 
are more regularly built and inhabited, as well all 
more given to traffic. Thofe of the inland coun- 
try roam from place to place, fleep under tents, 
which they pitch at night, where their conveniency 
or fancy leads them. As we have hitherto (hewn the 
worft fide of their character, we now ought, in jus- 
tice, to fliew the beft ; for there are, on the other 
hand, many of them, efpecially fuch as live in towns, 
that apply themfelves to trade and commerce^ to 
arts and fciences, in which they generally excell. 
This is particularly true with regard to the ancient 
Arabians, whofe extraordinary performances, in 
phyfic, aftronomy, and mathematics, (hew them to 
have been men of great genius and application. 
They are, to this day, allowed to be very ingenious, 
witty, and generous, great admirers of poetry and 
rhetoric. The language of the three Arabias is 
Arabelk, or corrupt Arabic, which is not only ufed 
here, but fpoken with fome variations of dialect, 
over great part of the eaftern countries. The true 
and ancient Arabic is a kind of dialed from the 
Hebrew, and efteemed, by the learned, very necef- 
fary for underftanding the Old Teftament. Chris- 
tianity was firft preached here by St Paul, and fome 
of his; eminent difciples ; fo that it had received the 
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light of tlic gofpcl from tlic carlicft time. But in 
many ports it was much clouded, long before the 
grand impoftor Mahomet, ihcir countryman, ap- 
pcarcd,and, upon thcirbeiiig fubdued by the Turks, 
they all embraced his religion, as be ft: fuitcd their 
depraved inclinations. 

Aram, The name Aram is confhintly in Scrip- 
ture the name of Syria, and the Syrians arc called 
Arameans in divers places thereof. Several authors 
agree that the people now called Syrians were an- 
ciently called Aramenians and Arameans. Agreea*- 
bly hereto, the adjoining countries into which the 
pofterity of Aram might fprcad took his name, with 
fome other additional ones joined to it. 

Arbela, fo famed in hiftory for the battle fought 
near Guagamela, in its neighbourhood, which laft, 
being but an inconfiderable village, the city Arbela 
was chofen by hiftoriansto give name to that cele- 
brated fight between Darius and Alexander, which 
proved the decifive ftroke for the Perfian empire. 
Arbela is by fome placed in Perlia, but with more 
truth in Aflyria Propria, or Adiabena. Its plain is 
defcribed as being 15 leagues in extent, watered 
•with fevcral rivulets, and producing great variety 
of fine fruit-trees; and the eminences where the 
ancient caftles ftood are covered with ftately oaks. 

Armenia. Authors differ concerning the orign 
whence this track derived its name. It was ancient- 
ly divided into the Greater and Letter, or Armenia 
Major and Minor. The former was one of the 
greateft provinces of Ada Minor. The foil of this 
country is very mountainous, yet the hills are here 
and there interfperfed with fruitful and moft beau- 
tiful dales and vallies. All forts of grain are very 
indifferent ; and if they had not the conveniency of 
watering their lands, they would be almoft barren. 
What the country produces is almoft entirely ow- 
ing to painful labour, being either watered actually 
by hand, or by dug trenches, &c. for the fecunda- 
tion of the fields. The cold is fo intenfe here, that 
all manner of fruits are more backward than in 
molt of the northern countries. The hills are co- 
vered with fnow the whole year round, and it fome- 
times falls even in the month of June. The earth 
of this country produces an excellent medicine, viz. 
that which, from the name of this territory, receives 
its own furname Bole Arm enlc, which was anciently, 
as well as at prefent, found in Armenia, and was 
by Galen firft introduced into medicine, and ufed 
with fuccefsin the time of a terrible plague at Rome. 
We have no fyftem of the laws of the Armenians, 
and fcarcely withal to form any particular idea of 
them. As to their religion, we are not fo much at 
a lofs, for a writer of credit alTures us, they worfhip 
the fame deities with the Medes and Perfians, which 
will be fpecified hereafter. We have little or no au- 
thority for their learning and arts. Their language 
-was much the fame with that of the Syrians, at lea ft 
they ufed the Syriac characters. The modern Ar- 
menians ufe two languages, the learned and the 
vulgar, the former (as they fay) having no affinity 
with any other oriental language. Though the mo- 
dern Armenians are now perhaps the greateft traders 
on the earth, yet we find no mention of any com- 
merce carried on by them in ancient times. Shah 
Abbas, king of Perlia, is faid to have been the 
firft who, confidering the ceconomy and indefati- 
gable indullry of this people, put them upon trade, 
and fettled a colony of them at Julfa, the famous 
fuburb of Ifpahan. This place contains at prefent 
above 30,003 inhabitants, all Armenians and mer- 
chants. In the reign of Juftinian II. the Saracens 
fubdued Armenia, and held it till the irruption of 
the Turks, who poflelfed themfelves of this coun- 
try, and called it Turcomania ; but the eaftern part 
of it is fubjed: to the Perfians at this day. Nor was 
the extirpation of the royal race of Armenia abfo- 
lutely effe(5ted, for we find it had kings again of its 
own even after fuch conquefts by Sacracens, Turks, 
Tartars, Sec. And in our own chronicles we find 
mention of Leo, king of Armenia, who, in the reign 

of Richard II. came into England to fue for and a- 
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gain ft the Turks, who had driven him from 1m 
kingdom. 

Armenia Minor may be defcribed as in moft in- 
ftanccs fimilar to Armenia Major, fo that it may 
fiiffice toobferve, that, after a variety of revolutions 
through a fucceffion of ncras, it was, by Vefpalian, 
made a province of the Roman empire, and fo con- 
tinued till the divifion of the fame, when it became 
fubje(ft to the emperors of the eatt ; and, on the de- 
cline of their power, it was firft fubdued by the Per- 
fians, and afterwards by the Turks, who gave it the 
name of Gancch, and have held it ever fince. 

Arnon. The brook or torrent of Arnon ran Arnon. 
along between the countries of the Ammonites and 
Moabites, and difcharged itfelf into the Black Sea. 
The river Arnon is fuppofed to have been the firft 
northern boundary of the lfraelites on the other fide 
of Jordan. 

Ascalon, in Paleftine, (or the country of the Phi- Afcalon. 
liftines) is a great and noble fea-port to the north- 
ward of Gaza, and known to us ftill by the fame 
name it bears in Scripture, and in the writings of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans, by whom it was 
held in great veneration. This city, as well as 
Gaza, is reckoned into the lot or tribe of Juclah, 
and was taken by them, but not held. Its fituation 
cannot be difputed, fince it may be faid to ftand 
at this day, and has been often vifited. Afcalon 
was famous amongft the ancients on many accounts. 
It was the birth-place of Semiramis, the AfTyrian 
emprefs. It is noted for the place which originally 
produced the kind of onion called the flialot, which 
is fuppofed from thence to have derived its name. 
It may feem, at firft fight, to be a very oblique deri- 
vation, till it is obferved that the Latin of this plant 
is J[calonia % whence the French have their Eiche- 

lote y which we have curtailed into Shalot. It is alfo 
famed for its wines, and very remarkable for its 
great flights of pigeons. With refpect to the re- 
markables of Afcalon, we muft not forget to men- 
tion the cypreffes, which were here to be admired, 
nor the extraordinary wells attributed to Abraham 
and Ifaac. This city had, in the firft times of Chris- 
tianity, an epifcopal fee; and, in the courfe of the 
holy wars, it was beautified with a new wall, and 
many fair buildings, by king Richard I. But it 
is now dwindled almoft to nothing. The-Turks 
call it Scalana ;. and it is of no note, except for a 
Turkifli garrifon kept in it. 

Ashood, or Azotus, was a city of the Philiftines, Ash j 0l >. 
to the N. E. of Afcalon, and of extraordinary fame 
among the ancients. It ftood in a country which 
produced great plenty of corn. Here was the tem- 
ple of Dagon, and here was he peculiarly worftiip- 
ped. He feems to have been the grand, the moft 
ancient, and favourite deity they had. To him they 
attributed the invention of bread-corn, or of agri- 
culture, as his very name imports, the word Dagon 
fignifying bread-corn. This Afhdod of the Old Tel- 
tament is called Azotus in the New, as well as in the 
book of the Maccabees. It lies near the fhore, be- 
tween Gaza and Joppa. In the times that Chrifti- 
anity flouriflied in thefe parts, it was made an epif- 
copal fee, and continued a fair village till the days 
of St. Jerome. 

Asphaltitis, Lake of, or the Dead Sea, is called xhe laIo5 
alfo the Salt Sea. Much has been faid and fuppofed of Afphal 
of this famous or (as moft will have it) infamous 
lake, that nothing will fink in it ; and that it rofe 
up from the fubmerfion of the vale of Siddim, where 
once, as is moft generally concluded, ftood the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. On this account 
it has been abhorred and detefted, and reprefented 
as an everlafting monument of the Divine judge- 
ment, to deter mankind from the fins committed 
by thofe who drew down on them fuch fierce ven- 
geance. As to this lake's feveral names, it was 
called Afphaltitis from the quantity of bitumen in 
and about it. It was formerly fuppofed that great 
quantities of this combuftible fubftance were thrown 
up by this fea, and travellers reprefent it as in great 
plenty on the fhores of it* It exa<ftlv refemblcs 
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fiitch, and cannot readily be dillingnHhed from it 
by the fulphurcoufnefs of its fmclt and taftc. it is 
called the Dead Sea, bccaitfc it produces no fifh, 
nor fuftains any thing that has life, through its cx- 
ceflive falitie quality. Jt is called the Salt Sea, as 
being to the higheft degree impregnable with fait, 
infomnch that Galen fuppofes it, in fpecific gravity, 
to be as much beyond other fea water, as fea water 
is beyond the water of rivers, and that it was impof- 
lible to immerge in it. The fame phyfician like- 
wife obferves, that the faitnefs of the fea is attend- 
ed with an unpleafant bilternefs. All this agrees 
well enough with what we are told of it at prefent, 
except that bodies will immerge in it, though not 
fo ealily as in other water. This fea, initsprefent 
ftate, is enclofed on the eaft and welt with exceed- 
ing high mountains ; on the north, it has the Plain 
of Jericho, or (if we take in both fides of Jordan) 
the Great Plain, properly fo called ; and on the 
fouth it is open, and extends beyond the reach of 
the eye. 

B. 

Babel. T)ABEL. The fonsof Noah, on their arrival in a 

JD plain, in the land of Shinaar, began to think of 
building a city and tower. Their motive to this un- 
dertaking was their apprehenfion of a fecond de- 
luge, and to have a place fufficiently high to fly to. 
But this enterprize being difpleafing to the Almigh- 
ty, they were obliged to give over their projecSt be- 
fore they had finilhed it, their language being fo 
confouncled that they could not underftand one 




But the firft of thefe feems moft to 
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another ; from whence the city took the name 
of Babel, which fignifies confufton, whereupon the 
difperlion and planting of nations enfued. 

Babylon. Some hiftorians make queen Scmira- 
mis, and others Belus, the firft founder of this re- 
nowned city, 
be depended on. However, it is generally agreed, 
that it was vaftly improved, augmented, adorned, 
and made the wonder of the world, by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. The moft famous works were the walls, 
the city, the temple of Belus, his palace, with 
the gardens, the banks of the river, and the artifi- 
cial lake and canals, made for the draining of that 
river, in the magnificence and expence of which 
works he much exceeded whatever had been done 
by any king before him ; and, excepting the walls 
of China, nothing like it hath been lince attempted. 
A famous traveller, in his itinerary, which he wrote 
about the middle of the twelfth century, tells us, 
that he was on the fpot where the city of Babylon 
ftood, and that he faw only fome ruins of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's palace ftill remaining, which nobody ven- 
tured to vifit by reafon of the many ferpents and 
fcorpions that infefted the place. Another, in 
the account he gives of his travels from India to 
Italy, tells us, that, in his time, there was fcarce 
any thing remaining of this great and famous city, 
and that the place on which it ftood was the leaft 
frequented of any in all that country. A third con- 
firms the accounts of the former, obferving, 4< that 
the village of Elugo ftands in the place where for- 
merly Babylon, the metropolis of Chaldea, ftood ; 
that the country is fodry and barren that it cannot 
be tilled ; and fo bare, that he fhould have doubted, 
very much, whether this potent city, (which was 
the moft famous and ftately one of the world, fitua- 
tcd in the pleafant and fruitful country of Shinaar) 
ftood in that place, if he had not known it by its fitu- 
ation, and feveral antiquities ftill to be feenin that 
neighbourhood, particularly the old bridge, which 
was laid over the Euphrates, whereof there were 
fome arches ftill remaining, built of burnt brick, 
and wonderfully ftrong." He adds, that, juft be- 
fore the village of Elugo is the hill whereon the 
caftle ftood, and that the ruins of its fortifications 
were ftill to be feen ; and further, that, at a (in all 
diftance from the caftle ftood the tower of Babylon, 
but fo ruinous and full of venomous reptiles, that 
nobody dares come within half a mile of it, except 
in two of the winter months, when the infe&s keep 
within their holes. This fliews how fully the pre- 



di&ionsof the prophets, relating to this place, have 
been acconiplilbed. It was firft called Sclcucia Ba- 
bylonia, or .Sclcucia in the province of Babylon, to 
diftinguifh it from feveral other cities in different 
provinces bearing the name Sclcucia. Afterwards 
it was known by the name of liabylonia, and at length 
by that of Babylon. As Babylon was drained of its 
inhabitants by Seleucia, fo was Seleucia, in procefs 
of time, by Ctefephon and Almadaya, and thefe a- 
gain by Bagdat. This laft city was firft built in the 
fame place where Seleucia, or new Babylon, ftood, 
which gave rife to the common error, that Bagdat 
ftands on the ruins of old Babylon. 

With refpeeft to the Babylonian government it 
was monarchical and defpotic, their laws according- 
ly vague and uncertain, their punifhments unfixed, 
arbitrary, and rigorous to the utmoft. Their religion 
was rank idolatry, and fome atleaft of their cultoms 
(even religious ones) fhockingly brutal. 

Bahurim. This place is remarkable for two cir- Bahurim 
cumftances : the firft as the place where Phalticl, to 
whom Saul had given Michal, the wife of David, fol- 
lowed her weeping, when lfhbofheth reftorcd her to 
her firft hufband. The other on account of Shimei's 
behaviour here towards David, when he fled from 
his fon Abfalom. It appears from the particulars 
mentioned as relative to thefe circumftanccs, that 
Bahurim was near the mount of Olives, and confe- 
quently not far from Jerufalem to the eaft, and fitu- 
ated within the tribe of Benjamin. 

Baris. Hyrcanus is faid to have built the ftately Bax ;, t 
tower, or rather caftle, of Baris, the fame which 
ferved afterwards for a palace for the Afmonean 
princes, and was fome time after re-built, enlarged, 
and fortified by Herod. It is to be noticed, that 
St. Jerome, in his commentary on thofe facred 
books, which were written on the Babylonifli capti- 
vity, fuch as thofe of Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, &c. 
obferves the word Baris to be of Chaldee extrac- 
tion, peculiar to Paleftine, and to fignify an houfe 
or caftle, enclofed on every fide. 

Beer-sheba, In Gcn.xxi. we learn that Abraham, J|eer ^ 
having entered into a folemn league of friendfiiip sheba. 
with Abimelech, king of the Philiftines, to fecure 
his property in a well he had dug, to guard againtt 
the outrage of the Philifiines, who had taken fe- 
veral wells from him before, and to ratify the 
aforefaid alliance, prefentcd the king with oxen, 
fheep, &c. Then taking feven young fheep, he 
delired him to accept of them as a token that he 
had dug fuch a well, and that he fhould from thence- 
forth peaceably enjoy it. On this occafion that 
place was called Beer-fheba, or, The Well of the 
Oath, becaufe of the covenant they had fwom there. 
From this Beer, or well, the city, or confiderable 
town, in procefs of time built near it, was called 
Beer-fheba, which was the utmoft bound of the 
Land of Promife on the fouth, as Dan was towards 
the north, whence came the proverb from Dan to 
Beer-fheba. This city was one of thofe that fell to 
the tribe of Simeon, but becaufe Simeon had this 
inheritance in the midft of the tribe of Judah, there- 
fore Beer-fheba is alfo numbered amongft the cities 
of Judah. 

■ 

Belus, or the Kav-danah, as it is called at pre- Bdus 
fent, is a river having its fources about four miles 
to the eaftward of the head of Kifhon, near Acra, 
or Ptolemais, in Paleftine. It is very remarkable 
for its fands, being not only an excellent material 
for the making ot glafs, but alfo for having admi- 
niftered the firft occafion or hint of that fine in- 
vention. 

Berachah is a valley in the wildcrnefs of Tekoa, BeaC hah, 
called the Valley of Ble fling, or Prai/e y becaufe of the 
miraculous rout of the Moabites, Ammonites, and 
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bined together againft Jehofhaphat. 



Berenice was a maritime city of Cyrenaica, once Bercn i Ce . 
an archbilhopric, and one of the hve cities from 
which the region had the appellation of Pentapolis, 
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Jituated between the promontory Bareum, towards 
the greater Syrtis, and the city Arfinoc to the eaft, 
from whence it is called. It had its name from 
queen Berenice, wife of Ptolemy III. Here were 
the gardens of the Hcfperidcs, fo celebrated by the 
ancients, as alfo the famous facred grove. There 
was another Berenice, in like manner fo named by 
Ptolemy, built alfo in honour of his queen : it was 
fituated near the Arabian Gulph, and is now called 
Suaquen. 

Berytus, a maritime city of Phoenicia, near 
mount Libanus, was anciently called alfo Beroe. 
It had a good port. After having been ruined, it 
was reftored by Auguftus Csefar, who made a colo- 
ny of it, which was called Julia Felix, and enjoyed 
the Roman rights. Agrippa conducted two legions 
thither, and Herod alfo granted it many favours. 
Though it might be, and really was, in its time, 
famous on divers accounts, yet it was fo for none 
more than its being one of thofe three cities where 
only the law was publicly taught, the other two 
being Rome and Conftantinople. To prove this we 
may here produce the exprefs declaration of Jufti- 
nian in thefe words: "We may command thefe 
cc three volumes, compofed by us, to be delivered 
<c only in the royal cities, viz. Rome and Conftan- 
" tinople, and the fair city of Berytus, (whichmay 
11 properly be called the nurfe of the laws,) as has 
<c been appointed by former princes, and in no other 
*' places than thefe, which have merited this privi- 
" lege from our anceftors." Tbefe words inform 
us that Juftinian's predecefTors fixed the number of 
auditories of law to three, but we cannat afcertain 
the time when it was by them fo done. It is now a 
place of trade, andaftage for the caravans that go 
to and from Grand Cairo. 

Bethel. In Gen. xxviii. we read that Jacob, in 
hisjourney to Padan-aram, being overtaken by the 
night, lay in the open field, with a ft one for his pil- 
low. In his fleep he had a dream of a ladder reach- 
ing from that fpot to heaven, on which angels af- 
cended and defcended, whilft the Almighty encou- 
raged him with a promife of being his protedtor, 
&c. Awaking, furprized and aftonifhed, he cried 
out, cc Surely God* is in this place, and I knew it 
not wherefore he gave it the name of Bethel, fig- 
xiifying the Houfe of God. It is plain, therefore, that 
this was the firft time, as well as the occafion, that 
the place had this name, it being added, that it was 
called Luzat the firft, as in former times. This fame 
city was made choice of by Jeroboam for fettingup 
one of his golden calves, whereupon Hofea (allud- 
ing to the name given it by Jacob) calls it Bethaven, 
inftead of Bethel ; i. e. the Houfe of Fanity, inftead 
of the Houfe of God* Not that it was the town Beth- 
aven properly fo called. Bethel being within the 
lot of Ephraim, the fon of Jofeph, belonged to the 
kingdom of Ifrael, after the ten tribes revolted from 
the houfe of David, and lay in the fouthern border 
of that kingdom, not far from Jerufalem. But it 
was taken from the kingdom of Ifrael by Ahijah, 
king of Judah, and after that accounted as a part of 
the kingdom of Judah. Bacchides fortified it in the 
time of the Maccabees. 

2c:hichcm. Bethlehem, the city of David of old, is famous 

for being the birth-place not only of that renowned 
king, but of Our BlefTed Saviour himfelf, who, ac- 
cording to the flefh, defcended from him. This 
place was otherwife called Ephrath, or Ephratah, 
fometimes Bethlehem Ephratah, and fometimes 
ethlehem Judah, to diftinguifh it from another 
Bethlehem, lying in the tribe of Zebulun. It is 
fituated about fix or feven miles from Jerufalem to 
the fouth ward, in the way to Hebron. Bethlehem, 
though now but thinly inhabited, is feated on a plea- 
fant hill, enjoys an excellent air, and, as it has all 
along been much honoured by Chriftians of all na- 
tions, on account of its being the place of Our Sa- 
viour's birth, fo at this very day it isvifited by pil- 
grims and travellers. It is furnifhed not only with 
a convent of the Latins, but alfo with one of the J 
Greeks, and another of the Armenians, the two lat- } 
ter being; contiguous to the former. 
No. 57. 



BfcTMoaotf, mentioned in fcvcral piaces of fcrlp- b«Wo» 
turc, was fituated northward of Jerufalem, and be- 
tween that metropolis and Shcchem. It is to be 



noted, that there is exprefs mention of two Betho- 
rons in the Chronicles, where we are told that a 
woman of the tribe of Ephraim, by name Sberah, 
built Bethoron the nether and the upper. It is ac- 
cordingly agreed among writers, that they both lay 
within the bounds of the tribe of Ephraim. But it 
is not agreed in what part of the tribe each lay, 
fome placing Bethoron theupperinthenorthborder 
of the tribe, whilft others place them Nearer one to 
another, and both in the fouth border. 

Bethsaida. Bethfaida, in Hebrew, imports a Bethfauku 
place of fifliing, or elfe of hunting 5 and both fen* 
fes agree well with the fituation of the city ; for it 
lay on the lake of Gennefareth, juft at the influx of 
the river Jordan into the faid lake, and fo lay very 
convenientforfifhing. It was conveniently fituated 
for hunting likewife, as lying in the tribe of Naph- 
tali, a country well ftored with^deer. It was but 
a village, till Philip the tetrarch built it up to the 
bulk and appearance of a magnificent city, rich 
and populous, to which he gave alfo the name of 
Julias, out of refped: to Julia, the daughter of 
Ccefar. This city ftood on the eaftern fhore, and 
therefore is thought, by fome, to have been diftind: 
from the Bethfaida of Galilee ; but this arifes from 
not confidering that the name of Galilee was ex* 
tended, in its larger acceptation, to the parts 
lying eaft of the fea of Galilee. The woe de- 
nounced is in fome meafure come upon it, it being 
reduced again to the ftate of a very poor village, 
or hardly that, confifting long ago of a very few 
poor cottages. 

IJethsan is a city belonging to the half tribe of Beth/an. 
ManafTeh, on the weft of Jordan, and the fouth coaft 
of the fea of Galilee. It is called Bethfa by the 
Jews. The Canaanites kept pofTeffion of it ; and 
it was the moft confiderable city in the Decapolis 
after the Ifraeliteshad conquered Paleftine. It ftood 
in the middle of a great plain, near the mountain of 
Gilboa. The Greeks gave it the name of Scytho- 
polis ; and fo it is called in the Maccabees, becaufe 
anciently inhabited by the Scythians, who, accord- 
ing to Herodotus, had, in the reign of Pfamoniticus, 
king of Egypt, and Cyanares, king of Media, ex- 
tended their conquefts as far as Syria and Paleftine. 
It is known among the eaftern nations by the name 
of Elbyzon. 

Bethshemeth, a town belonging to the tribe of Bcthjhc . 
Judah, lay in the north border, not far weft from mcth. 
Kirjath-jearim. 

Bethsura, fo called frombeingfituated on arock, Bcthfura. 
was a very ftrong fortrefs in the time of the Macca- 
bees. It was in the tribe ofjudah, and had former- 
ly, been fortified by king Rehoboam, being one of 
the keys of Judea, on the fouth fide of lduraea. 
That king firft built fome walls, and other fortifica- 
tions to it, to keep the revolted Danites in awe ; but 
the Maccabees added fuch new works as to render 
the place impregnable. On the top of the hill, 
where ftood Bethfura, is now the village called St. 
Philip ; and though the adjacent parts are called a 
wildernefs, yet they ftill produce plenty of corn, 
wine, and olives. 

Bezec is mentioned, in Judges, as.the place where Be2ec# 
the men ofjudah and Simeon made great flaughter 
of the Canaanites and Perizzites, and where the 
proud and cruel Adonibezec had his refidence. It 
is again mentioned in fcripture as the place where 
Saul muttered the army wherewith he gave the Am- 
monites a fignal overthrow. 

% 

Bezetha was the name given, by king Agrippa, Be2Ctha 
to a new quarter, which, at immenfe charge, he had 
built, and would have beautified and fortified, on the 
north fide of the city of Jerufalem, the name import- 
ing the newcity . He endeavoured toprocure the em- 
peror's leave for furrounding it with a ftrong wall, 
which, if he had obtained, it would have rendered 
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the metropolis abfolutcly impregnable. But the 
danger of t lie dcligu being reprcfentcd to Claudius, 
orders were fent to Agrippa to defift. 

BoTRYS, now called Patron and Elpatron, on the 
coaft of Phoenicia, was a very ancient town, founded 
by Ithobold, king of Sidon, and fituated near the 
promontory, called by the ancients, Penicl, and, by 
modern pilots, Capo Pagro. Under the Chriftian 
emperors it became an cpifcopal fee ; but it has far- 
ed fo ill fince, that there are few traces of its former 
ftate remaining, fome ruins of churches and mona- 
fterics excepted, the reft confiding of a number of 
poor cots, inhabited chiefly by fifiierman, fcarcely 
deferving to be called a village. 

C. 



Cacfarca. a^jesarea. This city was raifed by Herod, upon 

V-/ a certain place by the fea-fide, called Straton's 
Tower, as being deemed a very commodious track 
of ground for that purpofe. It was completed at an 
immenfe charge, and was the paragon of elegance 
and magnificence • But the matter-piece was the 
port, which was made as large as the Pyrceum, and 
a fafe ftation againft all winds and weathers, not to 
mention other conveniences. It ftoodin Phoenicia, 
upon the pafs into Egypt between Joppa and Dora, 
two fea-ports, where the fouth-weft wind beats fo 
furioufly, that there is no riding in the harbours 
without being fubje&to imminent danger. Herod 
therefore, to encounter this difficulty, ordered a 
mole to be made in form of a half moon, and large 
enough for a royal navy to ride in. This mole was 
two hundred furlongs in extent: one half was de- 
ligned to break the letting of the fea, and the other 
half for the foundation of a ftone wall, fortified 
with turrets, calling the largeft of them, the Tower 
ofDrufus, from Drufus, the fon-in-law of Augus- 
tus, who died young. In fine, nothing was want- 
ing that could contribute to grandeur, fafety, or 
convenience. On a mount in the midft flood a 
temple dedicated to Ccefar, which was of great ufe 
to mariners as a fea mark. In this temple there 
were two ftatues ; the one of Rome, the other of 
Ccefar ; and from hence the city took the name of 
Ca^farea. Though it is called Casfarea in the New 
Teftament, yet it is frequently ftiled, by way of 
diftinftion from others of the fame name, Csefarea 
Paleftince, as being the metropolis of Paleftine, and 
feat of the Roman proconful. Here it was that St. 
Peter converted Cornelius and hiskinfmen, thefirft 
fruits of the Gentiles. Here lived Philip the apoftle. 
Here Paul defended himfelf againft the Jews and 
their orator Tertullius ; and here, in the amphi- 
theatre, it was that Herod Antipas was fmittcn by 
an angel, as appears from the Acfts of the Apoftles. 
As for the times after the New Teftament, here was 
born Eufebius, the learned hiftorian and chronolo- 
ger, who was bifhop of this city in the beginning 
of the fourth century, and in the reign of Conftan- 
ftine the Great, to whom he made a celebrated ora- 
tion. It was fituated between Ptolemais to the 
north, and Joppa to the fouth, and was about 
twenty-fix miles to the weft ward of Jerufalem. It 
was of old inhabited partly by Jews, and partly by 
idolatrous Greeks, who were perpetually at dag- 
gers drawing againft each other, and ever hatching 
fome new fedition, till Vefpafian took it, and put a 
Roman colony into it. 

Cesarea Philippi was formerly, by heathen wri- 
ters, called Paneas, the place where the Jordan had 
its fpring head, which Philip, the brother of Antipas, 
(Herod) having greatly enlarged and beautined, 
called it by this new name after his own. 

Cana of Galilee (fo called to diftinguifh it from 



Cacferea- 
I'hilippi. 



Can*. 



Cana, belonging to the tribe of Afher, lying not far 

from Sidon) mentioned John ii. i. lay within the 

tribe of Zebulun, not far from Nazareth. It was 

the native, or, atleaft, dwelling-place of Nathaniel, 

otherwife called Bartholomew; for the Evangelift 

John exprefsly ftiles him Nathaniel of Gana of 
Galilee. 



Cauaau has been fucceflivcly known by fcvcral Owun. 

names, as the Land of Ifrael, the Land of God, the 
Holy Laud, and limply the Land ; alfo Judca, Pa- 
leftine, Syria Paleftine, Syria, Ccelo-Syria, Idumen, 
and Phoenicia. It was called the Land of the He- 
brews, and fometimes the Land of the Jews It was 
called the Land of God, as given by him to the 
pofterity of Abraham, and the place of his more 
efpecial choice. It was called the Holy Laud, lirft 
by the Jews, as folely appropriated to the fcrvice 
of God under their difpenfation ; and, fecondly, by 
Chriftians, as it was the fcene of what was wrought 
for theirs and the world's falvation. Whence came 
its appellation of Judea is feemingly plain : Judah, 
being chief of the tribes, communicated its name to 
the reft; and the kingdom of Judah ftanding after 
the diflblution of that of Ifrael, may have given far- 
ther ground for the extenfive and general ufe of 
this name. It was called Paleftine, as being a pare 
of that track very early fo denominated. Though 
this name properly belonged to no more than what 
is commonly called the Pentapolis of the Philiftines, 
it had the fortune to fpread itfelf over almoft all the 
neighbouring regions. 

* 

Capernaum was a city, fituated on an eminence Caper, 
by the lake of Gcnefareth. It took its name from an naun * 
adjoining fpring, of great repute for its chryftaline 
flowing waters, which was called by the natives, the 
Fountain of Capernaum. As the excellence of this 
fountain was probably one inducement to build the 
town, fo there feems to have been another motive 
for chiifinjr the lituation, viz. its convenience for 
a wafting place from Galilee to the other fide of 
\ the fea. 



C arm el {Mount) on the weft coaft of the Holy carmd. 
Land, at the fouth-eaft end of the tribe of Afher, 
ten miles from Acra, or Ptolemais, is the moft re- 
markable head of land on all the coaft. This name 
Carmel, we are told, was common both to a town 
and a mountain. 

Chalcis, capital of theifland of Chalcisin Judea, chaicii. 
ftood on the narroweft part of the Euripus, being 
joined toBoeotia by a bridge, which lituation agrees 
with that of the prefent city of Negropont. It was 
celebrated by all the ancients, as a uioft magnificent, 
populous, and wealthy city. 

Charran, mentioned in Gen. xi. and there called cham*. 
Haran, in memory, as it isfaid,ofHaran,thefon of 
Terah, brother of Abraham, and father of Lot, was 
fituated in the weft or north-weft part ofMefopo- 
tamia, or a river which runs into the Euphrates. 
It was, with little alteration, called Carras by the 
Romans. 

Citium, anciently a town in Cyprus, was the birth- citiun. 
place of Zcno, the famous ftoic. 

Coelo-Syria. Ancient geographers differ as to coeio- 
the bounds of what is meant by Codo-Syria ; but s > ria * 
the preference is given to Strabo, who tells us, that 
Coelo-Syria was between Libanus and AntULibanus, 
which, however the name may be extended, was 
undoubtedly the proper Ccelo-Syria. The principal 
cities are Heliopolis, (now Balbeck,) and Damai- 
cus, (now Sham). 



Comagena, the third divifion of Syria Propria, was Con3 g CM 
fo called from its capital, longfincedeftroyed ; after 
which it was, by the Romans, called Euphratenfis, 
fromits fituation neartheEuphrates. It wasbound- 
ed on the north by Cilicia and the Lefler Armenia, 
on the weft by part of Cilicia, on the fouth by Ccelo- 
Syria, and on the eaft by the Euphrates. The prin- 
cipal cities in this province were Samofata, (now 
Scempfat,)Germanicia, Catamana, Deba, Doliche, 
Chaonia, and Chelinadura ; of the greater part of 
which little elfe is left but the names, and here and 
there fome ruins of monuments, by which one may 
know where they ftood. 
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CoPTos, an ancieht city of Tlicbais, having been 
the chief rcfidencc of the native Egyptians for many 
ages, fittce their country has been fubje&cd to a 
foreign power, and whence they received their 
prefent name of Copts. It was ruined by Diocletian. 

Cyprus ifland was anciently known by various 
names. It was called Acamis, from one of its pro- 
montories; Amathus, Paphios, andSalanfinia, from 
three of its ancient cities; Macaria, from the fruit- 
fulnefs of its foil ; iErofa, from its copper mines ; 
•Collinia, from its many hills ; Sphecies, from its an- 
cient inhabitants the Spheces ; and Ceraftis, from 
the many promontories, which, like fo many horns, 
(as the Greek word intimates,) {hoot into the fea. 
Cyprus was, by ancient geographers, divided into 
four diftricts, denominated from the chief cities of 
each ; befides which cities, arid other lefs ones, here 
were no fewer than 800 villages. The honey of 
this ifland was much commended ; $salfo the wine, 
oil, wool, and, above all, the copper. It was firft 
difcovercd by the Phoenicians, about two or three 
generations, according to Sir Ifaac Newton's com- 
putation, before Afterius and Minor, kings of 
Crete ; i. e. 1600 years before Chrift. It was fo 
overgrown with wood that it could not be tilled ; 
and they firft cut it down for the melting of copper ; 
and afterwards, when they began to fail without 
fear, on the Mediterranean, [toon after the Trojan 
war,) they ufed to build flaps, even great navies. 
They gave every man leave to cut down what trees 
lie pleafed, and poflefs all the cleared ground. In 
time, other nations, invited by the fertility of the 
foil, came and fettled here. The government was, 
•without doubt, monarchical. It was governed by 
no lefs than nine kings, when Cyrus the Great, by 
his lieutenants, firft conquered it. It afterwards 
became fubjedt to the Ptolemies of Egypt : from 
them it paffed to the Romans ; and thence to the Con- 
itantinopolitan emperors. It was next conquered 
by king Richard, A. D. 1194, in his way to the 
Holy Land, and the royalty of it given by him to 
Guy of Lufi^nan, then titular king of Jerufalem, 
whofe pofterity reigned in it during feventeen ge- 
nerations. The Venetians, on failure of that male 
line, feized it in 14805 and held it till 1570, when 
Solyman II. claiming it as lord of Egypt, laidfiegc 
to Famagufta, the ftrongeft place in it. The Ve- 
netians defended it with uncommon bravery, but, 
for want of timely afliftance, were forced to furren- 
der, tho* on honourable terms. The reft were foon 
fubdued, and have groaned under the Turkifti yoke 
ever fince. The dukes of Savoy claim the title of 
king of Cyprus, as defcended from Lewis, fecond 
hufband of Charlotte, grand-daughter of James, 
the 13th king in defcent from Guy aforefaid, who 
had been put out by James, her hufband's brother. 
But, to {peak of this ifland now in its modern ftate, 
it is by far the largeft of all thofe of Afia Minor, 
lies near the bottom of the Mediterranean, and ex- 
tends along the fauth coaft of Cilicia, from eaft to 
weft, about 170 or aoo miles. The country was 
once very fruitful, as above hinted, though the 
climate is not very temperate, being exceflive hot 
and fultry in fummer, infomuch that it fonuetimes 
dries up all the fprings ; for there are no fprings 
or rivers, but what rains produce, which happening 
to fail thirty years fucceflively, during the reign of 
Conftantine the Great, the inhabitants were obliged 
to abandon the ifland for fome time. It islikewife 
much infefted with locufts, which hover in the air 
like clouds, during the hot feafon, and fometimes 
devour all their corn and fruit, but are often driven 
into the fea by the winds. On thefe accounts, as 
well as the feverity of the Turkifli government, 
the country is thinly peopled, and indifferently cul- 
tivated, in moft parts. Yet, near the cities, it not 
only produces every thing neceflary and delightful, 
but feems to enjoy a perpetual fpring. Here is very 
good hunting, and a great variety of game. The 
chief manufactures are cotton and wool, which are 
the beft in all the caft. They have likewife filk, 
but not fo good in proportion. They had formerly 
great quantities of fugar, till one of their bafhaws 

burnt up all the canes. The inhabitants have been 
No. 57. 



always branded fdr an exceflive diflblutenefs of 
manners. The men arc accounted warlike, robuft, 
a&ive, and hofpitable.' Here wc muft note, when 
Solyman reduced the ifland, he murdered, or carri- 
ed off, all the nobility and gentry, and left none but 
the meaner fort to continue in it, and thefe are moft- 
ly Greeks, clad after the Italian manner, but retain- 
ing their old culloms and religion. Jews are inter- 
dieted the ifland, on account of an attempt they 
made on it in Trajan's reign, in which they mafla- 
cred 0.50,000 of the inhabitants., Cyprus has no con- 
fiderable rivers : and the moft noted mountain is 
that called Olympus. Here is apretty brifk trade be- 
tween the merchants of Europe and Afia ; and fe- 
veral Europeans nations have their confuls and fac- 
tors in the ifland. 

Cyrene, now Caioran, or Corene, the metropolis c>rw. 
of Cyrenaica, ftood at fome diftance from the fea> 
on a fpot in figure reprefenting a table. It was 
large and populous, abounding with ail the elegan- 
cies as well as neceflaries of life. Its territories pro- 
duced vaft numbers of excellent horles, which pro- 
bably, made the Cyrenians, whether Lybians or 
Greeks, apply themfelves to the ftudy and pra&ic^ 
of everything relating to thofe animals, more than 
moft nations. Cyrene derived its name from the 
fountain Cyre r near which it was fituated. Ariftip- 
pus, founder of the fedt of Cyrenaics, Eratofthanes, 
the geographer, and Carncades, the p.hilofopher, 
were all natives of Cyrene ; as was Simon* mentionr 
ed by St. Luke. 

Cyrenian Jews. Ptolemy, immediate fucceflbr cyrenian 
of Alexander the Great, as king of Egypt, with a i cws - 
powerful army, laid fiege to Jerufalem in the year 
of the world 3^87, before Chrift 3 17, when the Jews, 
out of a fiiperftitious fear of breaking the fiibbath, 
fufFered the city to be taken by ftorm on that day 
without refiftance, and 100,000 of them were by him 
carried away captives into Egypt. But reflecting 
foon on their known loyalty to their former con- 
querors, and the facred regard they paid to their 
oaths, and he, by taking this city, becoming matter 
of Judea and Samaria, committed the keeping of 
feveral garrifons, both here and in Egypt, to them ; 
and having m^de them fwcar allegiance, be endow- 
ed them with the fame privileges they had enjoyed 
under the Macedonians. Of thofe whom he carried 
away, he chofe about 30,000 of the ftouteft to fill 
his garrifons : the reft he fent, fome to affift them 
with provifions, others into Lybia and Cvrcne juft 
fpoken of, of which he had made conqueft, and ad- 
ded it to Egypt, four years before. From thefe 
latter were defcended the Cyrenian Jews, among 
whom was Jafon, author of the hiftory of thelVfac- 
cabees, in five books, now loft, but of which the fe- 
cond book of the Maccabees is an epitome. (See 
aMacc. ii. 2,3.) Of the fame country were thofe 
Cyrenian Jews mentioned in the A&s. Thisjewifli 
colony grew in time fo numerous, as to have 1000 
of them put to death, for one mutiny, in the time 
of Vefpafian ; and yet, in a fucceeding reign, they 
proved ftrong enough to matter the whole province, 
and maflacre 2,00,000 inhabitants of other nations. 
Their rage and fury, in fliort, were boundlefs, fo 
that, through this and other maflacres, Cyrenaica 
was next to quite dispeopled. 




D. 



AGON, Temple of, fee Gaza*; and, for a de- 



fcription of his image, fee Jjlodod. 



Dagoa 



Damascus is the capital of the fputh part of Sy~ Daraafcu* 
ria. It is the moft remarkable place for antiquity 
now in the whole world,, being generally agreed to 
have been built by Vz, fon of Aram, and grandfon. 
of Shem, the fon of Noah ; and was the birth-place 
of Eliezer, the fteward of Abraham. It is famous, 
in fcripture, for being the.refidence of the kings of 
Syria 300 years ; till Tiglath-pilefer, king of Afly- 
ria, flew llezin, the laft king of Syria, and added 
his dominions to his own nefw empire ; in confe- 
quence of which, the Syrian kingdom pafled to the 
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Per flan find to t lie Grecian, till the Saracens con- 
quered it, ;iiid Made this city their royal rcfidcticc* 
Jfi this ftatc it continued till liagdat was built, at 
which time it was very ftrong and iloiirifliing. It 
became afterwards a feparate kingdom, under the 
princes of the Sclzuccian family, for near aoo years, 
which ended by the reduction of the city, and death 
of its la ft prince, by Halaon, the Tartar. Jts He- 
brew name was Damcfech ; and the Turks now 
call itSchan, or Scan. It is fituated in a fertile plain, 
encompafled with hills, and upon the celebrated 
river Chryforroa, (i. e. golden ftream,) called, by the 
Syrians, Pharpar, and which enriches the city and 
its country with all kinds of plenty and pleafure. 
The emperor Julian ftiled it the City of Jupiter, 
the Eye of the Eaft ; and added, that it excelled all 
others in the magnificence of its temples, tempera- 
ture of its feafons, excellent fountains, number of 
fprings, and fruitfulnefs of foil. Its territory pro- 
duces the beft corn, wine, and fruits, all the year, 
-which renders the place exceeding rich and delight- 
ful. The city is of an oblong form, [lender to- 
wards the middle, and bulges out at both ends, es- 
pecially that to the north-eaft. It is computed to 
be about two miles in length; and is fo thick befet 
with towers, domes, fine gardens, fummer-houfes, 
turrets, &c. that it yields a mo ft noble profpeft, 
and, from the adjacent hills, looks like a ftately 
city in a wood, enriched with molt delightful and 
conftant verdure, occafioned by the vaft quantity 
of water with which the river Barrady fuppliesboth 
town and country* The public buildings bear a 
much better outfidc than the private. The chief of 
all is the great mofque, formerly a Chriftian church, 
built by the emperor Heraclins, in honour of. Za- 
chariah, father of John Baptilt, faid to be buried in 
it. This mofque is reckoned one of the molt ftately 
in all Turkey, into which it is death for any but a 
Mullulman to enter. The city has Separate wards 
for every trade, and thefe are fhut up every night 
by gates, and by a ftout iron chain by day, to keep 
off beafts of burthen. In particular here are not 
lefs than aD,ooo perfons employed in making fcy- 
meters, fword blades, knives, and other cutlery 
work, bridles, and divers other things in iron and 
fteel, all which are in great repute- for the fine 
temper which the Barrady water gives thofe metals. 
On one fide of the city lies that which they call the 
Meidan, or the Green, (slger Damafccnus^) which is 
a fpacious grafs field, encompafled with gardens, 
through which runs a branch of the Barrady. On 
the fide of this green is a fpaciousnoble hofpital for 
pilgrims of all religions. The building is fur- 
rounded with cloifters, adorned with fmall cupolas, 
and a great number of chambers for ftrangers, who 
are maintained at the charge of the grand feignior. 
There is likewife another cloifter for the mainte- 
nance of poor fcholars, with a moftpie, and hand- 
fome gardens. On another fide is a large houfe, 
where they bake bifcuits for thofe pilgrims who 
travel to Mecca, and of which the fultan allows 
them 100 camels load, and the like quantity of 
■water. Almoft in the heart of the city is an high 
caftle, of an oval fiiape, moftly of fquare ftone, 
and flanked with fourteen fquare towers, in which 
are fome cannon. Here are 1500 janifTaries con- 
ftantly ; 500 to guard the city, 503 to efcort the 
caravan to Mecca, and 500 to attend the grand 
feignior when he goes to Bagdat. The city is 
governed by a beglerberg, who has ten fangiacs 
under him, befides agas, cadis, and other officers. 
Damafcus is the feat of a Greek patriarch, trans- 
lated hither from Antioch. It was the birth- 
place of the celebrated and efteemed St. John, 
thence iurnamed Damafcus. AH forts of Chriftians 
are allowed churches and their particular cere- 
monies here. Jews are in great numbers, and have 
ftately fynagogues. Other feds make but little 
figure. 

Damiata, or DujUiATA, in Lower Egypt, is 
fituated on one of the eaft branches of the Nile. 
This branch, and that called the Pelufiac, or ut- 
moft eaftern, form a kind of fmall triangular 
ifland, on the weft angle of which this city is fitu- 
ate# It is one of the moft confiderable for trade in 



the whole territory ft hour it, ;md \\v: mod fertile in 
allKgypt. It is reckoned one of the keys of Egypt*, 
is large, though now ill-built, and contains about 

inhabitants. Jt fell, with the reft of Egypt, 
under the yoke of the Saracens, who held it till 
111 8, when the crufadcrs laid liege to it, and took it 
the next year ; but had fcarcc held it three years, 
when thofe infidels, letting out the water about 
them, forced them to abandon it. Lewis, (fur- 
named Saint,) king of France, regained it in the 
year 1*249, DUt having been taken prifoncr about a 
year after, was forced to rcftore it for his ranfom. 
The Saracens, it is faid, then burnt it, that it might 
no more be fuch a hone of contention. It foon re- 
covered, and is now a place of great trade, and the 
feat of an archbifliop, undertime patriarch of Alex- 
andria. Copts and Greeks here fettled have each 
a church, and free exercife of religion. The town 
is under the government of an aga, cadi, and fub- 
bachi, all appointed by the bafhaw of the province, 
who exa&s part of their income. The inhabitants 
are fcverally employed in manufactures, particu- 
larly of fine linen cloth of all colours. But they fo 
abhor ftrangers, efpecially Europeans, on account 
of the crufades, (the chief fcenc of which in Egypt 
was hereabout,) that they can fcarce let them pafs 
along without infult. Some have confounded Da- 
miata with Old Pelulium, or fuppofed it to have been 
reared upon its ruins j but this error has been fully 
refuted. 

Dan, the Tribe of, had their portion of the Land Dan(tribo) 
ofPromife thusUtuate ; the Philiftines and Judah on 
the fouth ; Benjamin eaft; Ephraim, and the half 
tribe of Manafleh, north; and the Mediterranean 
weft. Thediftrict is plain and level, but not fo fruit- 
ful as that of the faid half tribe, having, in moft 
parts, lefs depth of foil, and bordering on the fca 
co a ft in a range of mountains. 

Dan, City of, hath the fame name given it in G e- Dan (city) 
nefis and Deuteronomy. It was called alio Lailh. 
It was fituated at the head of the Jordan, and was 
ufually accounted the utmoft north border of the 
Land "of Jfrael, as Beer-fheba was of the fouth ; 
whence, as before obferved, the expreflion, u From 
Dan to Beer-fheba," to denote the whole length of 
"the Holy Land from north to fouth. Here it was 
that Jeroboam placed one of his golden calves. 
By Gentile writers it was called Paneas, from the 
adjoining fpring Paneum, or Panion. This Dan, 
with its territory, was given, by Auguftus, to He- 
rod the Great, who left it to Philip, his youngeft 
fon, together with the tetrarchy of Jturea and Tra- 



chonitis, to which it adjoined, and he repairingand 
beautifying it, made it his capital, or at leaft his 
refidence, giving it the name of Ccefarea Philippi, 
or the Csefarea of Philip, to ingratiate himfelf with 
Tiberius Csefar, and to diftinguifli it from another 
place of the fame name. 

Daphne, near Antioch. To the account already Daphne, 
given of Antioch, we may add, that Ccefar Gallus 
having, out of zeal toChriftianity, caufeda Chriftian 
church to he built there, theDaphnian Oracle imme- 
diately ceafed. There were feveral places of this 
name befides the foregoing, viz. a town of Egypt, 
near Peluj'ium ; an ifland of Ethiopia ; alfo a fmall 
region of Thelfaly, through which ftowed the river 
Paneus. 

Dathema is the name of that fortrefs in the land pathema. 
of Gilead, mentioned in the firft book of the Mac- 
cabees. 

Decapous was a canton in Palcftine, fo called pecapob's. 

from its (Deca) ten cities, lituate fome on one, and 

fome on the other, fide Jordan, the capital of which 

was Scythopolis. It was moftly inhabited by Gen- 
tiles. 

Delphos, or Delphi, was the chief city of ancient nciwho*. 
Phocis, famous for the temple of Apollo, whofe 
oracle wa s reforted to by all from all parts of Europe, 



Afia, and Africa. Delphos, among feveral other 
cities of Greece and Peloponeflus, contended for be- 
ing fituate in the very middle of the world. It had 
fo convenient a harbour, and was fo excellently well 
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fituatcd, (being rather in the heart of Greece than 
of the world,) that it became, in time, a Tedious town 
of all the Grecian ftatcs. Here fat the court of 
the Amphidtyoiies, chofen out of the prime cities 
of Greece, and fo called from Am phi (St yon, fir ft 
founder of this high court. The time of their af- 
fcmbling was in fpring and autumn. Caufcs of all 
kinds were brought before them, from all parts of 
Grecia ; and their fcntcncc was deemed definitive. 
Mention of them is frequently made in hiflory. 
Confidcring, therefore, the great concourfe which 
this court, the oracle, and the games celebrated in 
honour of Apollo, brought into the city, we need not 
wonder at its being one of the mod opulent of all 
Greece. As an inftance of which, it may be no- 
ticed, that the gold and filver of which the temple 
was defpoiled, (the 4th year of the 105th Olympiad,) 
on occalion of the Grecian holy war* as it was called, 
amounted to to,ooo talents; i. e. above, i,ooo,ooq1. 
Engliih money. Delphos was fituate in ancient 
Achaia, now Livadia, in Turkey in Europe, on the 
fouth fide of Mount Parnaflus, where the town of 
Caftri now ftands. This modern town does not con- 
lift of above 2.00 houfes, and thofe very ill built. 
It (lands between Salona and Livadia, about ten 
miles from the latter. The number of Turks are 

m 

very infignificant, though they have a mofque. 
The Greeks have five or fix churches, and are 
deemed a very good people, though poor. The lit- 
tle trade they have, conlifts in cotton and tobacco. 
Their wine is exceeding good. 

• 

Dei-ta, or the Lower Egypt, reaching from Hep- 
tanomis to theMediterranean Sea, contained not only 
that part which is compafled by the arms of the Nile, 
and , from its triangular figure, named Delta, but alfo 
Mazeotis and Alexandria, with its dependencies, to 
the weft, and Cafiotis, with fome other territories 
towards Arabia, to the eaft. There are various opi- j 
nions and conjectures concerning the ancient ftate | 
of this part of the world, but it is now acknow- I 
ledged to be the moil fertile and belt cultivated 
land in the whole kingdom of Egypt, containing 
above 360 villages, and yielding grapes and other 
fruits in abundance; and it fails not bearing even 
in thofe years when the Nile, not riling to its ufual 
height, occafions a fcarcity in other parts. 

Diospolis was anciently a city in the Leffer The- j 
bais, in Egypt. There was another to wn of this name 
in Paleftine, vulgarly called Rhama, which Gallus, j 
the Roman general deftroyed at the fame time, and j 
for the fame caufe, as he did fome other adjacent 
places, viz. the frequent revolt of the Jews. 

Dora, or Dor, was a maritime town, and con- 
fid erable city, ftrongly fituate near Mount Carmel, 
on the Mideterranean Sea, whence it gave name to 
the country about it. It was given to the half tribe 
of Manafleh on this fide (i. e. the weft fide) of 
Jordan. Jerome obferves, that it lay nine miles 
from Tyre, and was gone quite to decay in his time, 
fo as to be uninhabited. 

Dot HAN, mentioned in Gen.xxxvii. was feated 
about twelve miles to the northward of Samaria* 
In the neighbourhood of it Jofeph was fold, by his 
brethren, to the Ifhmaelites. 

- W ' - 

- . 

E. 

ECbatana. As there arc now no monuments re- 
maining either of the magnificent maufoleum af- 
cribed to Daniel, or the proud palace where the rao- 
narchs of Afia went to pafs the fummer, there is 
great difagreement, among our modern travellers, 
about the place where this Itately metropolis flood. 
It is the opinion of many writers, that Taurisis the 
fame with the ancient and famous Ecbatana. Our 
author alTures us, that the palace built by Daniel was 
entire in his time ; but, at prefent, not even the ruins 
of any magnificent building are to be feen either at 
Tauris, or in that neighbourhood ; for, in all the 
ruins there, the materials are only earth, brick, and 



I pebble**, which, in ancient times, were never ufcel 
in Media for building of palaces* 

Ecbatana, a town in Syria, is remarkable for the iubn 
death of Cambyfcs, king of Perfia, there. This Cam- 
byfcs, fou of Cyrus, is the Ahafucrus of our bible. 
While he was in Egypt, having confultcd the oracle 
of Butus in that country, he was told that he fhould 
dieatEcbatana, whichhe undcrftandiugof Ecbatana 
in Media, refolved to preferve his life by never go- 
j ing thither: but what he thought to avoid in Media, 
J he found in Syria ; for the town where he lay fick 
of his mortal wound was of the fame name, being 
alfo called Ecbatana^ 

I Edom. When the ancient kingdom of Edom ztom. 
j was in its meridian, it was fuppofed to have been 
I bounded on the north by Canaan, and the lake Af- 
phaltitis ; on the eaft by Midian ; on the fouth by the 
Arabian Gulph, or Red Sea j and on the weft by 
Amalekitis. This track is very mountainous, and 
great part of it defert. It bas^few; or no ftreams, 
but latent fprings of water for the ufe of the inha- 
bitants, who know where to find theni. Corn-and 
wine, neverthelefs, feem to have been ancicntl}' in 
fome degree of plenty amongft them. So thatEfau 
(thatis, the.pofterity of Efau, or Edom) may an- 
I ciently have enjoyed the " fatnefs of the earth/' 
j according to his father's prophetic blefling, Gen- 
j xxvii. 39. though by modern travellers this coun- 
try is deemed rather an unfertile fpot. Amalekitis is 
by fome reckoned to have be£n a part or provhice 
of Edom. The cities, and moft remarkable places, 
of Edom, were, Tcman, Dcdan, Bozrah, Elath, 
Mount Hor, and the valley of Salt. Now, though 
" the name of this kingdom is frequently rendered 
Idumca, for Edomea, (as in our verlion of the 
Bible,) yet, when that name occurs in profane and 
more modern writers, it muft not be underftood of 
the ancient Edom, whicii, lofing its old name, was 
comprehended under the general appellation of 
Arabia Petrea, and the Third Paleftine. The fouth 
part of Canaan came to be called Idumea, and the 
whole nation of the Jews fometimes Idumeans. 
Thefe people were at firft ruled by patriarchs, or 
heads of families ; and after that by kings, who 
were eledlcd into the regal office. This eledlive 
kingdom was, fome how or other, interrupted and 
diffolved, and the ancient form took place again, 
till, perceiving the imperfections of this kind of 
adminiftration, they coalefed under one king, there- 
by to be the better enabled to withftand an invalion 
from the ifraelites when they came out of Egypt. 
It was governed after by Edomitifh kings quite 
down to the days of king David, who conquered 
the country: from which time they were kept un- 
der fubjection to the kiugs of Judah, though al- 
ways impatient under the yoke, and only waiting 
for a favourable opportunity of {baking it off. 
They were a bold and daring people, fond of 
broils and tumults, which they as much delighted 
in as others in the foftening pleafures of luxury. 
Concerning their religion we are much in the dark. 
Atfirll they were right in their belief and practice, 
as they were defcended from Ifaac, and ufed cir- 
cumcilion ; but, by degrees, they forgotall, degene- 
rated into idolatry, and difufed circumcifion. In 
the end, however, they coalefced with the Jews, and 
were ever after confidered as but one nation with 
them in divine matters. The Romans conquered 
this country after the redu&idn of Judasa, and 
made it the fixth diftridt in the divifion of Syria. 
The Turks are now in pofleffion of it ; though it ap- 
pears not that they maintain much, if any, govern- 
ment in it, except of the fea-coaft, for fecuring the 
road from Egypt to Judea, where ftand fome caftles 
and villages, as Arilfa, Dinhadah, &c. it being now 
inhabited by a wild, roving kind of Arabs, but who 
are not all entirely fo barbarous and rude as fome 
reprefent them. 

Egypt, called by its ancient inhabitants Chemia, Egyp£4 
and by the Copts at prefent, was fo named, accord- 
ing to the general opinion of writers, from Ham, or 
Cham, the fon of Noah, being more than once 
in the Pfalms {tiled the Land of Ham : but the 
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name by which it U generally denoted in Scripture, 
is the Land of Mizranii, from whence the Arabians 1 
ftill call it Mcfr, which the Greeks write Mcfre, or . 
Mcllrea. Ancient Egypt is divided, by fome, into 
iwoparts,theUpperandthcLowerEgy pt ;by others 
Into three; the upper, properly fo called, or The- 
bais ; the middle, or Heptanomis ; and the lower, of 
which the heft part was the Delta. Thebais, now 
called Al Said, is the moft fouthern part of Egypt 
next to Ethiopia, and is' near as large as all the reft, 
including the country. on both fides the Nile down 
to Heptanomis, itslaft cities having been Lycopolis 
on the weft, and Antcopolis on the eaft, fide of the 
river, which agrees with the prefent extent of Al 
Said, the moft northern city of which is Manfalut. 
There were formerly in this part of Egypt a great 
number of large and magnificent cities, with tem- 
ples of feveral deities, and tombs of their ancient 
princes. Its metropolis, Thebes, called afterwards 
Diapolis, (i.e. City of Jupiter,) was lituatc on the 
Nile, and defervedly reckoned one of the fineft ci- 
ties in the world. Its too gates are mentioned by 
Homer, whence it had the furname of Hecatom- 
pulos. Its riches were fo great, that, after it had 
been plundered by the Perlians, what was found, on 
burning the remains of the pillage, amounted to about 
300 talents of gold, and 2.300 of filver. Who was 
its founder is uncertain. As the name Thebes was 
formerly given to all Egypt, its great power is the 
more credible. Heptanomis was fo called from the 
feven Nomes^ or prefectures, into which it was di- 
vided. It was full of very large. and noble cities, 
the principal of which was Memphis, built by 
Menes, their firft king, and, formany ages, capital of 
the whole kingdom. Here alfo was the lake Neris, 
the Labyrinths, and the Pyramids. The chief cities 
of the Delta were Tanis, Sais, and Xois, and in 
later times Alexandria. The climate of Egypt muft 
needs be very warm, from its near fituation to the 
tropic. Though the air is generally dry, yet great 
dews fall after the fwelling of the Nile, which con- 
tinue for feveral months. In the Delta it fometimes 
a-ains a little in the winter, notwithftanding what 
fome ancients fay to the contrary ; and even fnow,- 1 
it is faid, has been obferved to fall at Alexandria. 
In Upper Egypt, indeed, towards the cataracts, it 
rains very feldom. The firft fummer, (for they 
reckon two,) which is in March, April and May, 
is the moft inconvenient and lickly fcafon, becaufe 
the unequal weather, excelTive heats, and hot winds, 
caufediltempers ; but in the fecond, June, July, and 
Auguft, and in autumn and winter, the inhabitants 
breathe a much cooler air, the weathenis more con- 
ftant, and it is more delightful living, except from 
the 7th to the 14th of February, when the cold is fo 
felt that the rich wear furs. The fertility of Egypt, 
and the excellence of its productions and fruits, were 
greatly celebrated by the ancients, and by Mofes 
himfelf, in the book of Genefis. It was the granary 
of Old Rome, as it is now of Conftantinople. The j 
moft plentiful parts are the Delta, and the province 
now called Al Feyyum. For this great fertility the 
land is indebted to the river Nile. The fources of 
this celebrated river were unknown to the ancients ; 
but they are now well known to be in Ethiopia. 
The' annual inundations of this river has been look- I 
ed on as one of the greateft wonders of the country. I 
Ancient writers tell us it begins to rife in Egypt 
about the fummer folftice, and continues fo to do I 
till after the autumnal equinox, for about 100 days, 
and then it decreafes as many, till it retires within 
its banks, and overflows no more till next year. If 
the river did not rife to 15 or 16 cubits, the country 
was not covered with its waters, and dearth enfued. II 
This account comes very nenr to thofe of modern I 
travellers. As this river could not of icfelf overflow 
the lands every where in the neceflary proportion, 
they have cut a vaft number of canals : however, as 
fome places lie too high to be watered by the canals, 1 
they are obliged to raife the water to cover them by 
engines. Formerly they made ufe of Archimedes's I 
fcrew, thence named the Egyptian pump, but now I 
they generally ufe wheels, which carry a rope or 
chain of earthen pots of about feven or eight quarts 
each, and draw the water from the canals. There 
are betides a vaft number of wells, from which the II 



water is drawn in the fame manner to water the gar- 
dens and fruit-trees ; fo that it is no exaggeration of 
the matter, to fay there arc, in It.gypt, above 100,000 
oxen daily employed in this Angle labour; befide* 
the men who draw water in wicker balkcts, foclofe 
and well made tha't not a drop runs through. As 
the land lies perfectly even, they cut their gardens 
intolittlc fquarebeds, which arc all furrouncled with 
trenches, which immediately furnifii as much water 
as is neceflary j and by thefe means they have the 
fineft and moft fertile gardens in the world* Pome- 
granates, oranges, and feveral forts of trees, af- 
ford 3 fliade andcoolnefs, that, notwithftanding the 
heat of the climate, make it delightful walking. 
The Egyptians have not the laborious talk of 
k ploughing, digging, or breaking the clods, but 
when the river has retired, they have no more to do 
than to mix a little fand with the earth to* abate its 
ftrengtb, after which they fow with as little pains, 
and almoft without charge. The paftures are moft 
excellent, the grafs generally growing to the height 
of the cattle. Jn fine, there is not a more pleafant 
fight in the world than Egypt in two feafons. Of 
the animal productions, the crocodile is the moft re- 
markable. This amphibious creature is not, indeed, 
peculiar to the Nile- it being frequent enough in the 
Ganges, and other large rivers of India. With re- 
fpeCt to vegetable productions, though woods are 
very rare in Egypt, yet there are fome forefts of 
palm-trees towards the deferts of Lybia : and near 
Candera, the ancient Tontyra, is ore of wild dates, 
whole fruit is exceffive hard, but much admired. 
However, Egypt is not a country proper for trees j 
but the cafe is different as to plants, which are va- 
rious, and many of them highly u-feful. Amongft 
the arcificial curiofitiesof this country are the pyra- 
mids, thofe ftupendous ftru&ures, which were de- 
fervedly reckoned, by the ancients, among the won- 
ders of the world. The Egyptian Labyrinth, from 
whence Dcedaluft is fuppoicd to have taken the 
model of that which he afterwards built in Crete, 
though he therein imitated but the hundrcth part 
of it, was a celebrated ftrutture ; and Herodotus, 
who faw it, fays, that it far furpalfed the report of 
fame, being, in his judgment, even more admirable 
than the pyramids, Hut admirable as the Laby- 
rinth was, the lake Mcris, by which it ftood,is faid 
to be yet more wonderful : according to the ancients, 
this lake was much larger than it is now, and one 
place in particular, which the water has left, is, 
indeed,become a dangerous quickfand, wherein men 
and cattle are fometimes loft. Later relations allure 
us, it is now above half a League abroad, and a day's 
journey in length, being in circuit above twelve or 
fifteen leagues. And even this is prodigious enough, 
if we confider that it was the work or mens hands, 
as appears from the two pyramids built in the midft 
of it, which were (landing in the time of Herodotus. 
With refpedt to the government, laws, religion, 
cuJftoms, &c. of the ancient Egyptians, we (hall be 
as concife as poflible. They are faid to be the firft 
who found out the rules of government, and the art 
of making life ea(y , and a people happy, the true end 
of politics. Other nations, particularly the Gre- 
cians, borrowed the heft part of thofe which they 
eftablifhed at home of this nation. The crown was 
hereditary, yet their firft kings were obliged to con- 
form themfelves to the eftablifhed laws of the land, 
even in their private way of life. They could not 
punifli any perfon out of paflion or caprice, nor give 
judgment but as la w prefcribed. While they thus 
behaved, they were infinitely dear to their people, 
the ftate was flousifliing, and their extended do- 
minionbecameeXceedingrichand populous, and en- 
abled them to adorn the kingdom with work* of ini- 
mitable magnificence. Theking,priefts,and foldiers, 
made, as it were, the three eftatcs of the nation. The 
Egyptians were very careful in the adminiftration of 
juiiice, formed moft excellent laws, and minutely 
attended to the execution of them. But as much as 
the Egyptians feemed 10 excel other nations in the 
wifdom of their laws and conftitutions, the}' fur- 
palfed them in bigotry and fupcrftition. They are 
faid to have been the firft who crexfted idolatrous 
altars,images,and temples ; and thefirftinventorsof 
feftivals* ceremonies, aiad tranfadt ions with the gods 
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by the mediation of others, and to have firft given 
names to the twelve gods. They had many deities, 
of different ranks and orders. Thofc chiefly ho- 
noured were Ofiris and Ifis, by which it is molt pro- 
bable they originally meant the Sun and Moon, 
whofe influences governed and prefcrved the world. 
Their idolatrous practices became fogcncralatlalt, 
that they gave divine honours to fcveral animals ; 
nay, even to fome vegetables. We can only hint, 
that theEgyptians were early famous for many arts 
and fciences, and particularly fo for that called ma- 
gic. To whomfoevcr the invention may juftly be 
afcribed, it is certain the art was very ancient here. 
They had magicians who pretended to the inter- 
pretation of dreams, and a way of divining by a cup, 
hi the time of Jofeph. Gen. xliv. 5, 15. What 
were the real grounds of this fcience is not for us to 
fay. We wave entering upon the Egyptian chro- 
nology, in order to prefent a concife account of the 
modern ftatc of Egypt. This land, though once fo 
populous, and full of noble and opulent cities, isfo 
far decayed and fallen from its priftine fplendor, 
that it hath now very few places deferving to be 
called cities, either for extent, ftrength, beauty, or 
populoufnefs. Scarce any are enclofed with walls ; 
and many, formerly celebrated for their wealth and 
beauty, are now no other than overgrown villages, 
without ramparts or walls. Though Egypt is now 
by no means fo populous as it has formerly been, 
yet thefehuge villages, or un walled towns, are ftill 
very numerous, and fo near to each other in fome 
parts, that they appear almoft contiguous, efpecially 
from Cairo to Rofetta, as well as along the canal 
of Damietta, and much more fo in the heart of the 
Delta. Egypt is now inhabited not only by the 
Copti, or ancient natives, but by Arabs, Moors, 
Turks, Greeks, Jews, Franks, and others. The 
Coptic was the ancient language. But the Greek 
being introduced by Alexander, &c* continued to be 
fpoken 900 years, till the Greeks were driven out by 
the Arabs, fince which the Arabic hath continued 
the common language of the country, as they are 
the moft numerous. However, they are kept fe- 
verely under by the Turks, fcarce any of them being 
admitted into offices. Both men and women (con- 
trary to the ancient Egyptians, who were the moft 
cleanly people in the world) are commonly very 
nafty, as well as rude and ignorant ; and as they 
have not only embraced the do&rine of Mahomet, 
but are even more zealous obfervers of it than the 
Turks, fo that has continued the principal religion 
of the country. The climate is naturally fo excef- 
five hot as to occafion a great variety of difeafes, 
extremely dangerous ; and, what is far worfe, the 
plague often rages with fuch violence as to fweep 
off myriads in a year in the whole country. 

Ekrok, fituated north-weft of Gath, in Paleftine, 
was the moft northern of all the five cities which 
gave name to the five lordfhips of the Philiftines, 
lay in the north border of Judah, and was confe- 
quently a frontier town. It was once a place of 
great wealth and power, and is much fpoken of in 
Scripture ; but it faded away to a great degree of 
obfeurity ; and although the name, and even very 
confiderable veftiges of what it had once been, 
fubfifted for many ages, it happens that no men- 
tion is made of it in profane authors. It was fa- 
mous for its idol Baalzebub, called the God of Ek- 

ron, which was next in repute and dignity to that 
of Dagon. 

• 

Elah. The valley of Eiah, or of the Tere- 
binth, lay in the road from Eleutheiopolis to Je- 
rufalem. Here it was that David flew Goliah. As 
to the h eighth of this gigantic Philift in e, according 
to the Englifh flandard, it was twelve feet eight 
inches, and fomewhat better than three tenths. 
His coat of mail weighed 5000 fhekels of brafs, or 
upwards of 189 of our pounds troy ; and by the 
fame rule the head of his fpear, which weighed 600 
fhekels of iron, exceeded aa of the fame pounds. 
The weight of thefe, and the other parts of his ar- 
mour, was not, as we may imagine, too heavy for 
fo huge a perfon, his ftrength, doubtlefs, being in 
proportion to his ftature. 



■ 

Elam, mentioned in fevcral parts of Scripture? Maw, 
was a kingdom on the river Ulai, to the caftward of 
the Tigris. Jt was the Suiiana of the Greeks, and 
lay fo opportunely for Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, (who was, according to Jeremiah's pro- 
phecy, to fubduc it,) that he could have been no 
great while in completing its reduction ; though, 
from the prophecy, Elam muft have been a great 
and potent kingdom. And it feems to have waged 
war with the kings of Scythia, beyond the river 
Oxus^ with various fuccefs. Chodorlaomer was the 
firft king of Elam, and he extended his conqucfts 
over many provinces of Afia. 

■ 

Elath was a fair and commodius haven on the 



Arabian Gulph, or Red Sea, adjoining to the fouth- 
eaft part of Mount Seir, or Land of Edom, and, 
for a long time, was a lituation for the (hipping 
which was fent from thofe parts into the Indies. 
It lies near the road the Egyptian pilgrims take 
when they go to Mecca. In the fourteenth cen- 
tury there were confiderable remains of it (landing. 
This was one of the places whence the Jews traded 
for gold to Ophir. It was alfo a great mart of the 
Tyrians. 

Elephantine, Ifland of, was fituated oppofite Si- Eiephan- 
enna, in Upper Egypt. It had a fmall city, and is 
fuppofed to have taken its name from the elephants 
found on it. The Romans terminated their empire 
here, and fo do the Egyptians their navigation on 
the Nile. This fmall territory is pleafant and fruit- 
ful, though hot ; and the trees and vines arc cover- 
ed with leaves all the year round. It is allowed the 
laft place belonging to Egypt on this fide. 



unc. 



Elcnthcrni 



EleutherUS is a river mentioned in the Macca- 
bees, and by geographers fet down as the boun- 
dary of Syria and Phoenicia. The moderns, with 
one confent, give that name to a river betwefen Tyre 
and Sidon, called by the Turks, Cafimea, but the 
ancients place it more to the northward. The 
writer of the Maccabees lays it in the land of Ha- 
math, which country, wherever it was, was certain- 
ly without the borders of Ifrael, as appears from the 
fame author* 

Elymais, the metropolis of a province of the lame £iy ma * s> - 
name, lyingbetween the riversEulasusand Orontes, 
and extending from the confines of Media to the 
Perfian Gulph, was famous for a rich temple confe- 
crated to Diana, which was plundered by one of 
the Parthian kings, who found in it 10,000 talents. 
The Elymcans, as Strabo informs us, were a power- 
ful people, inured to the toils of war, fkilful bow- 
men, &c. and never fubdued by the Syro-Macedo- 
nianor Parthian kings, but governed by their prin- 
ces. He dates the rife of this kingdom from the 
downfall of the Perfian monarchy, but not one by 
name. All we know of them is, that they affifted 
Antiochus in his wars with Rome, but afterwards 
cut off both him and his army in defence of their 
temple. 

Emesa, or Emissa, was a city of Syria Proper, Eme r a; 
placed by moft of the eminent geographers on the 
Orontes, between Apamia and Laodicea Caliofa. 
The emperor Heliogabalus was a native of it. It 
made a great figure during the reign of the Seleu- 
cidse, and became anepifcopalfec under that of An- 
tioch. It was afterwards taken from the MufTul- 
men Arabs, by the crufaders, in 1098, and retaken 
by Saladine about 100 years after. The Tartars 
mattered it about 1158, and afterwards were driven 
out of it by the Muffulmen Mamalukes, and thefe 
at length by the Turks. It is now called Chems, 
and Aman or Haman, and is under the beglerberg 
of Damafcus, who keeps a deputy-governor and a 
garrifon in it. It is furrounded by ftrong walls, with 
fix handfome gates, and ftately towers, at proper 
diftances. The caftle, which appears to be Roman* 
ftands on an eminence, which commands the town 
and adjacent parts. Here are likewife fome fine new 
churches, though the greater part of them are now 
turned into mofques. The chief commerce of the 
place confifts in filk of the fineft manufafturev The 



686 



A Geographical and Dftscniprivj; Indsx* 



£mmj. 



Emmaus. 



dor. 



Ephefus 



gardens about it, as well as the neighbouring coun- 
try, are very fertile and delightful, abounding with 
fruits of all forts, cfpccially, with mulberry trees, to 
feed filk worms with, and thefe are planted in rows 
of confidcrable length, very regular, and well wa- 
tered. 

Emma, the fame as Amatha before defcribed. 
The Jews gave the name of Hamah, or Hammath, 
to all places that had fuel) waters : that of Em- 
maus is the fame, only foftened according to the 
Greek idiom. We muft not, thci'efore, confound 
this with the following. 

Emmaus, according to St. Luke, was a village 
about 60 furlongs from Jerufalem weft. It was af- 
terwards made a city, and a Roman colony, and 
called Nicopolis. 



Tiberius put a flop to the many abufes and difor- 
dcrs that attended privileges of this kind, and dc-5 
clared that no man, guilty of any wicked or difho- 
ncft a&ion, fhould efcape jufiicc, though he fled to 
the altar itfelf. All the louians refortcd yearly to 
Ephefus with their wives and children, where they 
folcmnized the feflival of Diana with great pomp 
and magnificence, making on that occaiion rich of- 
ferings to the goddefs, without forget ting her priefts. 
The great Diana of the Ephcfians, as (he was ftiled 
by her blind adorers, was, according to Pliny, but 
a fmall ftatue of ebony, made by one Canetia. As 
Ephefus was, in the days of heathenifm, famous for 
the temple, foit was, in the firft Chriftian times, 
adorned with a magnificent church, honoured with 
the name of St. John's. It is yet ftanding, and re- 
prefented by a traveller of eminence, as peculiarly 
itriking to a ftranger, from the loftinefs of its fabric, 
though now converted into a Turkifh mofque. Not 



Endor, mentioned in Scripture as the place of |J far from hence was a ftately lavatory of porphiry, 
refidence of a woman that had a familiar fpirit, and j called St. John's Font, the diameter of which was 



to whom Saul applied to raife up Samuel, &c. was 
a city of the half tribe of Manafleh, on the weft of 
Jordan. 

Engedi had anciently the name of Hazezon-ta- 
mar. It was a city in the tribe of Judah, not far 
from the Salt Sea, and in a wildernefs, or defolate 
country. Engedi is noticed for its camphire, or 
(as others render it) cyprefs : and Jerome tells us 
it was remarkable for opo-balfamum, fuppofed to 
be the fame now called balm of Gilead, and that 
it was a great town in his days. 

■ 

Ephesus, in Ionia, in Afia Minor, called by the 
prefent inhabitants Aiafalogus, was in former times, 
the metropolis of all Afia. Pliny ftiles it the orna- 
ment of all Afia. Strabo the greateft and moft fre- 



above feven pikes, wherein it is faid he baptized 
great multitudes. The aquedud: on the eaft fide 
appears not very antique, at leaft it feems to have 
been repaired in latter times, fome (tones being re- 
verfed in the walls, and feeming as if placed fo by 
the ignorant Turks as they came cafually to hand. 
So now thereliqucs of the Gentiles, the Chriftians, 
and the Turks, are fubverted and heaped premifcu- 
oufly together : for the whole town is nothing but a 
habitation of herdfmen and farmers, in low cottages 
of dirt, covered on the top with earth, fheltered from 
the extremity of the weather by mighty maffes of ru- 
inous walls, the prideand oftentation of former days, 
and the emblem in thefe of the frailty of the world, 
and the tranfient vanity of human glory. We con- 
clude with obferving, that the Turks took Ephefus 
under Mahomet 1. the fon of Bajazet, fince which 



quented emporium of it. The ancient Ephefus II it hath remained under them, and that its commerce 
was,indeed,veryfardifFerentfromthemodern, which was tranfported to Smyrna and Scalanova. 



is but a forry village, inhabited by thirty or forty 
Greek families, as ignorant asinconfiderable. The 
ancient city ftood about 50 miles fouthward of 
Smyrna, near the mouth of the river Cayfter, and 
the fliore of the Icarian Sea, which is a bay of the 
iEgean ; but as it has been fo often deftroyed and 
rebuilt, it is not eafy to determine the precife place. 
Moft modern travellers are of opinion, that the an- 
cient city ftood more to the fouthward than the 
prefent, which they argue from the ruins that ftill 
remain. Ephefus, in ancient times, was known by 
feveral names. When in the Roman times it was 
the metropolis of all Afia, it acknowledged Lyfi- 
macus for its founder, becaufe that prince, having 
caufed the ancient city to be entirely demolifhed, re- 
built, at a vaft expence, a new one, in a place mort 
convenient, and nearer the temple. This newEphe- 
fus was greatly damaged by an earthquake in the 
reign of Tiberias, but by him repaired and eni- 
bellifhed with feveral ftately buildings, of which 
there are now but few ruins to be feen, and fcarcc 
any thing worthy of ancient Ephefus. The aqiie- 
dudt, part of which is ftill ftanding, is generally 
believed to have been the work of the Greek em- 
perors. The pillars which fupport the arches are of 
fine marble, and higher or lower, as the level of the 
water required. This aquedudt ferved to convey 
water into the city from the fpring of Halitee, men- 
tioned by Paufanius. The Cayfter was formerly na- 
vigable, and afforded a fafe place for ftiips to ride 
in, but is now almoft choaked up with fand. But 
the chief ornament of Ephefus was the fo much 
celebrated temple of Diana, built at the common 
charge of all the ftates of Alia, and, for its ftruc- 
ture, fize, and furniture, accounted among the 
wonders of the world. According to Pliny, an in- 
credible fpace of time was fpent in building this 
wonderful temple by all Afia. The pillars, which 
were of marble curioully carved, or highly polifli- 
ed, were the works of the moft famous artifts of 
antiquity ; and the altar was almoft wholly the per- 
formance of that great mafter Praxiteles. This 
temple had the privilege of an afylum, which at 
firfr extended to a furlong, afterwards enlarged by 
Mithridates to a bowfhot, and doubled by Mark 
Anthony, fo that it took in part of the city. But 



Ephraim was a tribe. Alfo Ephraim, in which was Ephraia4 
the wood where Abfalom perilhed on an oak, men- 
tioned in the id book of Samuel, and is undoubtedly 
to be underftood not of any wood lying in the 
tribe of Ephraim on the weft of Jordan, (for Ab- 
falom, as well as David, were pafl'ed over Jordan,) 
but of fome wood lying 'on the eaft fide of Jordan, 
and fo named on fome other account, perhaps, as 
lying over againft the tribe of Ephraim. 



Ephrata, being the fame city as Bethlehem, fee Ep h 
that article. 



rata. 



Ephron is mentioned in the Maccabees, as a great £ P hroa. 
and ftrong city, lying in the direct way between the 
land of Gile3d and that of Judah. 

■ 

Ethiopia. Several of the ancients gave the name Ethiopia, 
of Ethiopians to all perfons either perfectly black, 
or of a very fwarthy complexion. The Arabs, there- 
fore, and other Afiatics, as well as a great nu mber of 
Africans, fell under this denomination. We find 
the Africans divided into the weft, or Hefperian 
Ethiopians ; and the Ethiopians above Egypt to the 
eaft of the former. The firft inhabited that vaft 
track called Lybia Interior, but the fecond were 
looked upon as the proper Ethiopians. As proper 
Ethiopia might anciently have been of different ex- 
tent at different times, its frontiers cannot be pre- 
cifely fixed. In fcripture CuJb H when taken for a 
country^ is always to be underftood of the proper 
Ethiopia. The ancients imagined the blacknefs of 
the Ethiopians. Abyffines, and Abaflians, to be oc- 
cafioned by the intenfe heat of the climate, and 
therefore fo named them . As we have not room to 
fpecify all the feveral Ethiopian nations, as to their 
characters and cuftoms, we (hall only touch on 
fome particulars. The Struthophagi (or oftrich 
eaters) lived upon oftriches. They had feveral arts 
and devices to take this their food, though that 
animal defended itfelf againft them with ftoncs, 
which it threw out of its feet with great vio- 
lence. Of the fkins of thefe creatures they made 
both garments and coverlids for their beds. The 
Icthyphagi (or fifti-catcrs) by Hopping up the 
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pafluge* of certain caverns on the con ft of the 
lied Sea, part of which they inhabited, with ftoncs, 
enclofecl vaft numbers of large and fninll fiflics, 
which, upon the reflux of the tide, were left there as 
in a net, and ferved them for food. As they fed on 
fiih in their life-time, fo they fed on them after death, 
for they carried their dead to the fca-fhore, where 
they lay till the tide carried them off. The Chelo- 
nophagi(or tortoif c-eatcrs) not only lived upon thofc 
fifties, but covered their huts with the (hells, and 
ufed them alfo as boats. The Acridophagi (or lo~ 
cuft-caters) had a deep valley in the country of many 
furlongs, which they took care to fill with wood, 
&c. and when the fouth wind drove vaft numbers 
of locufts thither, they fct the combuftibles on fire, 
and the fnaoke fuffocated thefe animals, fo infinite in 
number, that the gound for leagues, was covered 
with their bodies, which thefe people feafoned with 
fait, and lived upon the following year. The Sper- 
matophagi and Hylophagi formed two neighbour- 
ing cantons ; the firft feeding on the fruits that fell 
from the trees in fummer, but the reft of the year 
on a fweet plant, with a ftalk, fomewhat rcfembling 
that of a turnip ; and the latter on the buds and ten- 
der fhootsof trees. Thefe were peopleof fuch fur- 
prifing adtivity, that they fkipped from tree to tree 
almolt like birds. They always went naked, had 
wives in common, but quarrelled about their habita- 
tions, fighting with clubs. Circumcifion was a 
rite obferved among the Ethiopians, as well as 
Egyptians, from very early intiquity ; though which 
of thefe firft received it cannot be certainly known. 
The Ethiopian foldiers tied their arrows round their 
heads, the feathered part of which touched their 
foreheads, temples, &c. and the other projected out 
like fo many rays, which formed a kind of crown. 
Their bows were four cubits long, and required fo 
much ftrength to manage them, that no other people 
could make ufe of them. When they came to a ge- 
neral adtion with an enemy, they darkened the air 
with clouding fhowers of arrows. They retreated 
fighting, as did theParthians, difcharging vollies of 
arrows with fuch dexterity, that, whillt retiring full 
fpeed, they dreadfully galled the enemy. Their 
lances or darts were of immenfe fize, which farther 
proves their vaft ftrength. The Macrobian (or 
long-lived Egyptians) fed, for the moft part, upon 
roalled flefh, drank milk, and frequently attained 
to the age of iao years, which wasfaid to be owing 
to a rich and fragrant fountain, wherein they fre- 
quently bathed themfclves. They looked upon brafs 
as the moft valuable of metals, and fo litte efteemed 
gold, that they fettered their common prifoners with 

Diodorus affirms, that they kept 
the bodies of their relations in their houfes, within 
cafes of glafs ; not thinking it right that the know- 
ledge of the features, and likeuefs of their deceafed 
relations, fhould be forgotten by their furviving 
kindred, or concealed from their pofterity. Thus 
much may fuffice concerning the manners, cuftoms, 
&c of the divers, and, in iome refpe&s, very dif- 
ferent nations or tribes of the different Ethiopians. 
Jupiter Ammon, according to the Greek and Latin 
authors, feems to have been the principal objed: of 
religious worfhip in Ethiopia. Diodorus fays they 
valued themfelves on their bein^ the firft nation 
that had a religious eftablifliment. In fhort, from 
the general account of authors, their religion dif- 
fered not much from that of the Egyptians, which 
is not to be wondered at, confidering their vicinity 
to, and intercourfe with that people. The country 
is at prefent, inhabited by people of three different 
religions, viz. Chriftians, Mahometans, and Pa- 
gans ; butthelaftare moft numerous, and are ge- 
nerally the Blacks, as the Mahometans are tawney, 
polleflingthe north fhore : and thofe who are called 
Chriftians have abundance of Pagan and Jewifh 
rites intermixed, and are but fmall in number 
compared with the other two. Ethiopia did not 
abound in cities and towns of any confiderable note. 
Auxeme was its metropolis. It is very mountainous, 
and moft of the hills overlook the clouds. In fuch 
a region the air cannot be always alike, and perhaps 
there is no country in the world where fo many dif- 
ferent feafonsmay be found in fo fmall a compafs. 
The Ethiopic, as well as the oppofite, coaft of the 



golden chains. 
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Red Sea, and the iflaiids of this fca, are, in fummer, 
intolerably fcorched by the folar rays. However, 
the air is much more temperate in thq mountainous 
parts. In fomc provinces the winter is extremely 
feverc j in other's as warm as fummer in feveral 
parts of Europe. They have little or no fnow, but 
frequent and dreadful thunders, that terrify both 
man and beaft, which proceed from the excefHve 
variety of air. The climate, in general, is yet fo 
healthy, that it is ftill not uncommon for the natives 
to arrive at 100 years of age. The days and nights 
in Ethiopia, as lying between the tropic of cancer 
and the equator, or equinodlial line, arc, for the moft 
part, nearly equal ; and the foil in thofeparts capable 
of cultivation, is extremely fertile, and produces 
vaft quantities of grain, pulfe, and fruit. Metals 
like wife, particularly gold minerals, vegetables, and 
a furprifing variety of animals, abound here. It is 
afTerted they have fomctimes two, fometimes three, 
harvefts in a year. They neither fow or mow (to 
make hay) for the cattle, the perpetual heat, and 
continual diftillation of moifture from the frioun- 
tains, producing grafs in great abundance, and 
covering the fields with a moft beautiful verdure 
through all the different feafons of the year ; yet 
tbey are fometimes infefted with flights of grafs- 
hoppers, which cover the earth, and, in a fhort time, 
devour every blade of grafs to the very root. Of 
all the rivers that water Ethiopia, the moft famous 
is^he Nile, which has its fource in this country. 
The chief ports and emporiums were Adulis, Mon- 
dus, Opone, Morylow, and the principal city of 
the Avalitae, feated upon the Red Sea. The Arabs, 
from their country, into thefe places imported fruit, 
corn, wine, &c. and exported from thence, toOfe- 
HsandMufa, oppofite harbours in Arabia, fpices, 
caflia, perfumes, ivory, myrrh, and feveral other 
commodities. The civit-cat is one of the moft re- 
markable animals of Ethiopia, which yields the per- 
fume called civet, and is a native of the Eaft-In- 
dics and America, as well as of Africa. It is a fort 
of wild cat, not much unlike our tame ones, except 
that the head more refembles that of a fox : their 
fkin is fpotted, the claws are lefs dangerous, and 
the cry is different. The perfume this animal pro- 
duces is an unctuous fubftance, of the confiftence of 
honey, or butter, and has a moft fragrant and grate- 
ful fcent. Civet, like mufk, is chiefly ufed by per- 
fumers and confedlioners, having but little place 
in medicine. The laws of this country allow po- 
lygamy, though the church canons forbid it, fo 
that they lawfully, though irreligioufly, indulge 
themfelves in it. Trades and manufa&ures are 
wholly wanting here ; though, indeed, their way 
of living makes them need the fewer. Even thofe 
which are moft necefTary they are fupplied with by 
the Jews, viz. weaving of fluffs for drefs, forging 
heads for the lances, &c. 

* 

Ezion-Geber was a celebrated poft-town in the Ezion- 
reign of Solomon and Jehofhaphat. From divers Gcber - 
texts of Scripture it may be inferred, that Ezion- 
Geber and Elath were neighbouring places ; fo that, 
for the fituation of this place, it may fuffice to turn 
to the article Elath. After the divifion of the king- 
dom, Edom being of that part which remained to 
the houfe of David, they ftill continued to carry 
on a trade before eftabliflied from the two ports of 
Elath and Ezion-Geber, efpeciaily from the latter, 
which they chiefly made ufe of till the time of Je- 
hofhaphat. But he having there loft his fleet, which 
he had prepared to fail to Ophir, in partflerfhip 
with Ahaziah, king of Ifrael, this fpoiled the cre- 
dit of that harbour. Therefore, to avoid future 
mifchiefs, the ftation of the king's fhips was thence- 
forth removed to Elath. 



Adara, a city of Paleftine, in Coelo-Syria, fitu- 
ated near the river of its name, where it dif- 



Gadara. 



G 

charges itfelf into the lake of Genefareth. 

Galilee, a province in Judea, in which had been GaMee. 
fituate the tribes of Alhar, Naphtali, Zebuluo, 
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nn J f fla I j a r * It \vw< (he inoft northern part of Pa- 
leftine, extending 1n f yoniI the great plain of J ca- 
red, and was bounded north by Mount Lilumus. 
caft by t lie Jordan and the fea of Galilee, (buth 
bv the river Chifon, and weft by the Mediterra- 
nean. It was divided into high and low. The for- 
mer, on the other fide Jordan, extending towards 
the Machonitis, the I/ihanus, and Batana, was 



(tiled Galilee of the Gentiles, either hecaufe moftly 
inhabited by, or intermixed with, them. Here was 
featcd the half-tribe of Manalfeh. The other was 
richer and more fertile, except in the northermolt 
part, producingcxccllent corn, wine, and fruits, with 
little cultivation, and was, in its llourilhing ftate, 
full of towns and villages, and extremely populou*. 
The inhabitants were ftout and warlike, and very 
zealous for the Jewifli religion. Herein flood Ca- 
pernaum, Choraginand Bethfaida. 

Gath, in Paleftine, one of the five cities of the 
Philiftines,, was anciently the principal one, as being 
the royal feat in the middle times of that people, 
but it dwindled away fo early, that there are few or 
no materials for a defcription of it. Nor is it cafy 
to fix its exadt Iituation, there being a number of 
cities of the fame name, differently placed by the 
facrcd books, fomc of them diftinguifhed by au ap- 
pellative, as Gath-Epher, Gath-Uimmon, &c. and 
others without any. The word lignifies a prefs, a 
wine-prefs, oil-prefs, or any other. Gath and Ek- 
ron are recorded as the boundaries of the Philiftine 
territory, the former on t lie fouth,and the latter on 
the north ; and thefe, with the three between, com- 
pofed the five fatrapies of that brave ancient nation. 
It mud needs have been a very ftrong populous city, 
till David took and difmantled it. Rehoboam rebuilt 
and fortified it. In the days of Amos and Micah, 

we find it to have been in a flourifhing condition, 
and wholly independent of the kings of Judah, and 
iince then demolifiied by Hazael, king of Syria. 
From thefe various changes it grew to be of little 
confederation, till, in the time of Chriftianity, Fulk, 
king of Jerufalem, built a caftle on its ruins. As 
to the ancient inhabitants of this city and its diftrict, 
it is evident, from Scripture, that their inveterate en- 
mity to wards the Ifraelites wasfuch, that a learned 
author fays, 44 one would be almoft tempted to think 
they were created on purpofe to be a thorn in the 
fides of that cholen people." This enmity feems to 
have been of very ancient date ; for, in the firllbook 
of Chronicles, we read, that " the men of Gath flew 
the children of Ephraim, becaufe they came down 
totakeaway their cattle, and Ephraim their father 
mourned many days, Jcc." 

Gaza was. the molt renowned city of the Phi- 
liftines, whofe gates Sampfon took a way, and whither 
he was carried when he was taken, and where he 
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pulled down the houfe of Dagon on the lords of the 
Philiftines. When it was in its firft days cannot be 
known ; but, in time, it became confiderable for 
ftrength, beauty, and extent. It was lituate on an 
high hill, and ftood, as it were, in the very fouth- 
weft angle orcorner of the land of Canaan, upon the 
fkirts of the defert which led to Egypt. In the He- 
brew it is called Azza ; and Aga by the Syrians, 
which has been altered into Gaza. In latter times 
it was alfo called lone and Minoa ; and the fea which 
wafhed along the ftiore from Gaza to Egypt, was 
called the Ionian Sea. This city was in the lot of 
Judah, according to the diviiion made by Joflma ; 
but though it was attempted and carried, yet the 
Philiftincs poflefled it again, and kept it. For the 
more convenient communication with the fea, it had 
a port, called Majuma, a place of no great account, 
till Conftantine took notice of it, and called it Con- 
ftantia, in honour of his foil Condantius. Julian 
altered its name into the port of Gaza, or maritime 
part of that city. There is no figns it ever was a 
commodious place for the reception of {hipping, 
but that it was a mere fhift for that purpofe. Gaza 
often groaned under the miferies of war, of which 
one inttance was in the year of the world ^667, 
when, after a llout refinance, and great (laughter, 
it was taken by Alexander the Great. Gaza was 
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fomc times in a flourifhing ftate, with mighty walls 
and colUy edifices, and fmnetimrs in a dilireiled 
condition. After fcveral viciffitudes, it lay fo far 
neglected, that, in the Acts of the Apoflles, it is 
called defert ; that is, fuch a defert as it is now, we 
may fuppofc, weak in inhabitants ; for fa fertile a 
fpot can never be called by that appellation accord- 
ing to the common acceptation of that word with 
us. Lucau commemorates Gaza with Tyre and 
Sidon, when its lifter cities are either forgotten, or 
omitted as not worthy a place among the confider- 
able ones of this part of the coafl. Though it is 
now but a poor place, there arc fome reliques left 
thatteftify its havingbeen in a better condition ; for 
divers fimplc roofs are fupportcd with goodl v pillars 
of Parian marble, fome plain, fomc curioufly carv- 
ed. On the fummit of the hill are the ruins of the 
huge arches, funk low in the earth, and other foun- 
dations of a ftately building. Majuma, which is 
the new or prefent Gaza, retains fome monuments 
of its former grandeur, and is encompafled with 
fertile vallies, producing great plenty of fruits. 
Near this city is a round caitle, Hanked with four 
fquare towers, and in good repair. Over againlt it 
is the feraglio, where the balha's wives, &c. are 
kept ; and a little above it the remains of an old 
Roman caftle, the materials of which are remark- 
ably firm and hard. 

Genesareth, lake and land. The Lake, called G<neOi«k 
alfo the Sea of Tiberias, the water of Gcnefar, and 
Sea of Galilee, is fuppofed to have borrowed its 
name from the city Cinncroth, on its borders, in the 
tribe of Naphtali. It has great vaiiety of fifh, 
which, for fhape and taftc, is not to be found any 
where elfe. The Jordan runs through the mid ft of 
it. The lake takes its name from the country that 
furrounds it, which is fruitful and agreeable to ad- 
miration. As to the fertility of the foil, no planp 
comes amifs to it ; befides that, it is improved, by 
the {kill and induftry of the in habit ants, to the higheft 
degree ; and, by a climate extraordinarily benign, 
every thing profpers there, as nuts, palms figs- and 
orange-trees, that flourifh in perfection, though 



they require a quite different temperature of air in 
the nature of them. It is as remarkable for a chry- 
ftaline llowing fountain, called by the natives, Ca- 
pernaum, The length of the country, along the 
lake, is thirty ltadia, or furlongs ; and the breadth 

twenty. 

Gerar, a place frequently mentioned in the Gorar. 
hiftory of Abraham, was a Philiftine city, vene- 
rable as being the feat of the firft kings ; but its 
exa<ft Iituation is not to be determined. The ufual 
name of the kings thereof feems to have been Abi- 
melech, as Pharaoh was that of tho{e of £0 vpt. The 
kings of Gerar were, in all probability, Philiftines 
4 by extraction ; for the kingdom of Gerar is exprcfsly 
reckoned within the land of the Philiftines. 

Geshur and Maacah kingdoms. From Jofhua Geshur. 
xiii. 11, 13. it is evident that the cities Gefhur and 
Maacah, the two capitals of thefe two fmall king- 
doms, lay within the borders of the land of Ifrael, 
and confequently on the fouth fide of Mount Libi- 
nus. That Gefhur and Maacah were the capitals 
of two kingdoms, is likewife evident from our hav- 
ing exprels mention made of the king of Gefhur, 
a Sam. iii. 3. and of the king of Maacah, a Sam. 
x. 6. How thefe two cities or kingdoms lay, in rc- 
fpe&to one another, is not to be determined ; but 
it is certain they both lay in the north part of the 
half tribe of Manafleh, or the eaft of Jordan. Ge- 
fhur was a kingdom before Damafcus ; and Nico- 
laus Damafccnes writes that Abraham was king 
(i. e. ruler) there. 

Gibeah lay to the north of Jerufalem, according to cibcah. 
modern geographers, aboutfeven or eight miles j and 
as many from Gibeon, north-weft. It ftood on an hill, 
as the name imports. It is, in Scripture, called Gibeah 
of Benjamin, as belonging to that tribe and Gibeah 
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of Saul, as being not only his native place, but that 
of his royal feat. It was here that the concubine of 
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thcLevitc was abufcd, tlic confcqucncc of which is 
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very remarkable, and was very fatal, 
tclli us it was totally ruined in bis time. 
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Gib eon, the capital of the ancient Gibeonitcs, and 
a city of the Hivites, was diftant about feven miles 
north from Jerufalem, and fituateel on an eminence, 
as its name properly imports. From Jofhua x. ^. 
we learn, that it was a great city,. greater than Ai. 
Eufehius and Jerome tell us, it was a regal city; 
though we no where read of a king of Gibeon ; 
whereby it feem? to 'be implied, that, though it was 
not a regal city, it was, in reality, as confiderable. 
•As to -the city itfeif, Eufehius farther tells us, that 
it was a town 6't village in his time, ftill going under 
its old name, fbbr miles weft from Bethel. 



: Gihon.' It is not agreed whether it be a mountain 
or : h fountain. ' Its jituation is generally aflign^d to 
"be near mount Sion, and on the weft lide thereof. 
%t was at this Gihon that Solomon, by the cfpecial 
6'rder of David, was anointed king over Ifrael ; and 
this is thought to carry in it fome inducement to 
fuppofethat Gihon was a fountain ; David making 
choice of this fountain for anointing Solomon in 
oppofition to his other fon«i Adonijah, who was at 
that time fetting up for 'king near Ennogel, i. e. 
the well or fountain of Rogel, on another lide of 

Jerufalejii. 

, » t ' 

GfLEAD, or Galaad, mount, lies on the eaft of the 
lea of Galilee, being part of the ridge of mountains 
running, from' mount. Lebanon*. and including the 
mountainous region called Trachonites. It had its 
n'ajrie from the pecafion of the heap madp with 
ftones by Laban and Jacob, Galaad or Gilead figpi- 
fyingthe heap of witncfs. From this name given to 
the hcap.jpf Hones, the whole mountainous track 
Tiereabouts was afterwards fo called. Hende we 
read of fome places lying in this track or country, 
tkat vyere diftinguifhed by the : name of Gilead being 
added to them, as Jabefh-Gilelad and Ramoth-*Gile- 
ad. The word Gilead feem$, in fome places of 
Scripture, to denote, if not all, the greateft part of 
the country .beyond Jordan, viz. all the half tribe of 
Manafleh* and the tribe of Gad. 



way, and lying either in the opett fields, or, at heft, 
flickering themfclves from the inclemency of the 
weather, in dens, clefts, and hollow trees. Laws 
they had none, except that of the ftrongeft arm ; fo 
that thofe who were nioft plcafafttly or fruitfully 
fituatcd, were continually liable to be difpofleflcd 
by new invaders. Hence it was that Greece was in 
a continual fluctuation, the weakeft being always 
Aire to be turned out by the ftrongeft- Hence it is 
alfo, that whilfl other nations, as the Jews, Egyp- 
tians, M^dianites, and Phoenicians, had improved the 
ufeful arts to a very great degree, as feen in their 
feveral hiftories, the Greeks alone feem to have 
been the only Grangers to thein^ ihfomuch that one 
may reafonably qucftion, from Hompr's making ox- 
en the ftandard of'tfie value of things, whether they 
knew the ufe of money even in his days. They had 
no letters till CadmUs brought them thither out of 
Phoenicia, whofe alphabet confifting only of fixteen 
letters, was not perfected into, that of twenty-four 
till many centuries after him, It was. from him 
like wife that they learned arithmetic, navigation, 
and commerce. Asforother fciences,theycontinued 
much longer ftrangers to then} ; aud it was not till 



fome of their great men began, co travel into Egypt, 
and other kingdoms', that they began, to have fome 
relifli for them. Thejr religio^ was little elfe than a 
corruption (if we. may be allow<jc| the . word) of the 
Egyptian theology, brought thither at. firft by Ce- 
crops, an Egyptian exile, and founder. of the Attic 
monarchy. Thus Greece foon after was furnilhed 
with a number of deities, fuited.to the .t;jfte of their 
brutal votaries, and with a fou<£tton and precedent 
for every unfocial and unnatural vice.. To this clef* 
perate and univerfal degeneracy of the Grecian na- 
tion, we may venture to afcri.be, in fome meafure, 
all the, fabulous accounts which the poets have given 
us concerning the birth, extraction, and. extrava- 
gant exploits of thofe famous heroes, who beftowed 
lb much pains and time ro reform and abolifhit. 
Of .Alps number were Minos, Hercules, Thefeus, 
aijd many more, fome of whom cleared the feas, 
otherjs the land, of that peftilent race : and others, 
laftly, by wholefome laws, by the introduction of 
commerce, arts and fciences, laid the happy foun- 
dation for that politenefs and grandeur for which 
thcy.were fo juftly famed in after ages. Greece (at 
prefent called Rumelia by .the Turks) is generally 
confidered a temperate, healthfulcountry, and fruit- 
ful fbil ; but has had moft of the cities it contained 
deftroyed by the barbarous Turks, and a dcltige of 
ignorance introduced into the once admired feats of 
learnihgand politenefs. Greece, or Rumclia,abounds 
Gischala was a town in Galilee, and the laft there- ]( with fine corn, chapping wine, dpliciousTruits, and 
in reduced by Titus. Of this city was that famed 



. j £»ilgal is fituated between Jordan and Jericho. 
Jerome fays that tl>c place was fliewn in his days at 
two miles diftance from Jericho, and was held in 
very great veneration by the inhabitants of that 
country. 
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John from this place named John of Gifchala, who 
headed one of the parties of the zealots who defend- 
ed' Jerufalem againft the Romans, but, at the fame 
tiiiie committed all manner off he moft execrable 
outrages, aiid brought on the Jews innumerable 
calamities. 1 

■ 
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Greece. The limits of all Greece extended from 
north to fouth, i. e. from the long ridge of moun- 
tains which divided it from Mace 
the river Strymon, by which it was parted from 
Thrace, to the promontory of Te.n^rus, the utmoft 
fouthern extent of Peloponnefus ; and from eaft to 
weft from the Ionian to theiEgeanSea. It contained 
a great number of kingdoms, ^11 of which have, at 
one time or other, been governed by kings of their 
o\yn, whofe names we only find occafionally men- 
tioned in the hiftory of the more confiderable king- 
doms of Argos, Attica, Thebes, and Sparta, of the 
Argonautic expedition, and of the Trojan war. 
From the names of Graioi and Graicoi, they were 
foon changed into thofe of Achsei and Hellones, by 
which they are generally called in ancient authors. 
It is fuppofed, and with fome foundation, thatjavan, 
the fon of Japhet, and his defcendants, were the 
firft who peopled thefe countri<?$. ; If we look upon 
the infant ftate .of Qreece with refped: to its inha- 
bitants, it appears, even by the.co.nfeffion of their 
own writers, to have been one continued, unculti- 
vated lefert, inhabited by men living indifferently i 
on every fruit, herb, or root that came in their I 
No. 58. 



great herds of cattle, with fowl and venifon in great 
plenty. The Chriftian religion was planted in this 
country, foon after the death of Our Saviour, by St. 
Paul and Timothy ; and it flouri/hed here, for many 
ages, with more purity than in the weftcrn church, 
producing many champions for the faith, and vener- 
able fathers, whofe writings convey to us the dodtrine 
and difcipline of the church very near its native pu- 
rity. But fince the Turks have been mafters of this 
country, and made the people flaves, the ftate of 
their religion has very much declined. The Greeks 
are in their manners much like the Turks : they are 
covetous, perfidious, treacherous, revengeful to the 
higheft degree, very fuperftitious, and great hypo- 
crites ; and, indeed, are fo defpifed by the Turks, 
that they value not a Greek who even turns Maho- 
metan. The ancient language of Greece is ftill 
known to us, being preferved in the writings of 
their famous philofophers, hiftorians, orators, and 
poets. But the modern Greek is fo far changed by 
the mixture of foreign languages, that it differs ex- 
tremely from the ancient, which is but little under- 
ftoodby the prefent inhabitants. 
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Am ath probably adjoined to llehob north ; h 
and, from a claufe in the book of Numbers, it 
feems plainly denoted that Rehob was that part of 
Canaan 3s joined next to the country or kingdom 
of Hamath. It is generallv thought that the city of 
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Hamnth was the lame called by the Greeks Epipba- 
nia 1 the fituation which agrees very well with what- 
is here obferved. So that it may be inferred, that 
the kingdom of Hamath extended itfelf from the 
land of Canaan, or more particularly from the king- 
dom of Rehob, fouthward, to the city of Epiphania 
northward; and from the coaft of the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, weft, to the kingdom of Damafcus (or 
Syria more particularly called) eaft. This kingdom 
is frequently denoted in Scripture by the land of Ha- 
math, and herein lay Riblah ; a Kingsxxiii. 33. and 
as the extent of the land of Jfrael is frequently de- 
noted by this expreffion " from Dan unto Becr- 
fheba/' and Nfumb. xiiu 11. 4C from the wildernefs 
of Zin unto Rehob," fo 1 Kings viii. 63, it is denoted 
by this expreffion, " from the entering in of Ha- 
math, unto the river of Egypt and in like manner, 
in another place, " from the entering in of Hamath, 
unto the fea of the plain " 

Hareth Foreft, whither David retired, was evi- 
dently within the tribe of Judah, by the words of 
the prophet, 1 Sam* xxii. 5. 

Hebron, or Chebron, was a very ancient city. 
Some think it was built 90 years after the flood, and 
that it claimed precedency even of Memphis. It 
was feated in the hilly country, in the fouth part of 
Canaan, and is famous in Scripture on many ac- 
counts, but now is almoft in ruins. Near the ruin- 
ed old city ftands a village, called Elkahil, in which 
is ftill an handfome church, built by Helena, over 
the cave where the old patriarchs were buried. It 
is, indeed, turned into a mofque, and held in great 
efteembv the Turks as well as Chriftians. Hebron, 
or Elkahil, inconhderable as it is, is ftill the capital 
of a diftrkt, called " The territory of the friends 
of God," confiding of about twenty-five other 
villages. 

Helam, the place where the Ifraelites and Syrians 
engaged in battle, and the latter received a mighty 
overthrow, is thought to have been the fame with. 
Almatha, mentioned by Ptolemy in the reign of 
Traclionitis. 



Kjei-oroiis. Heliopolis, i. c. the city of the Sun> was a name 

given to feveral Greek cities, and, among the reft, 
to Corinth. 



Hobroa. 



He lam. 



LItrraon. 



fleroiion. 



the ten tribes, it was rc-poflcflcd by thcMoabites, 
whence, in the prophecies of Ifuiah and Jeremiah 
againft Moab, we find frequent mention of it. It ha* 
been a Lcvitical city. It continued a great and noble 
city till the days of Eufebius and Jerome, being by 
the Greeks called Eflws. 

Hyrcania, a province of Perfia, was bounded on Hytcaaia 
the north by the Cafpian Sea, on the weft by.Medj^ 
on the fouth by Part;hia,and on the eaft byMargiana, 
now called Mazandran. The capital was called 
Hyrcania, as well as the province, and is by the mo- 
derns denominated Hyrcan. Ancient writers agree 
in reprefenting Hyrcania as a country abounding iu 
wine, wheat, figs, and all other kinds of fruit, but 
here and there interfperfed with .meadow's and pas- 
ture lands, and in fome places with thelcfs pleafant 
profpedt of thick woods, abounding with wild beafts 
almoft of every kind- As to its prefent condition, 
nothing can be more amazing than the wide differ- 
ence between the accounts given us by perfons of 
credit and capacity, who have had equal opportuni- 
ties of acquiring a perfedt knowledge of the parti- 
cular they reprefent. 
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JAbesh-Gilead. That this place lay in Gilead is jabethG* 
imported by the name. It joined to the coun- Icad « 
try of the Ammonites- It was ftill a town in the 
days of Eufebius and Jerome, fix miles from Pella, 
0x1 a hill, in the way to Gerafa. Its inhabitants are 
remarkable in Scripture for their grateful remem- 
brance of Saul's having railed the liege thereof by 
the Ammonites. 

Jamnia, in Judea, ftands a few miles from Joppa on j3mi ^ 
the fame coaft. It is famed in the book of the Mac- 
cabees, and placed at about 290 furlongs from Jeru- 
falem,. and was an epifcopal fee, under that of C*x*- 
farea ; but it is nowin fb ruinous a ftate, that fcarce 
any thing remains of it worth farther notice. . 



Hermon Mount- There are tw r o of the name 
mentioned in Scripture. Firft, the north-eaft part 
of Lebanon, adjoining to the Holy Land, is diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Mount Hermon, which is 
confequently men tioned as the north boundary of the 
country beyond Jordart, particularly the kingdom 
of Og, or of the half tribe of Manaifeh, eaft of Jor- 
dan- Second, Hermon lies within the land of Ca- 
naan, weft of the river Jordan, not far from mount 
Tabor. This Hermon is, like Libanus, capped with 
fnow, but for nothing fo remarkable as for the a- 
bundant dews which fall upon and about it* A tra- 
veller of note obferves, that tf6 he was iufficiently 
inftrucled by experience what the holy Pfalmift 
means by the dew of Hermon, as the tents were as 
wet with it as if it had rained all night." 

Herodion. Herod the Great buile a (lately palace 
about feven miles from Jerufalem, in the place 
where he had formerly defeated the Parthians and 
the Jews of the Afmoncan party, when he fled from 
that city on Antigonus becoming mafter of it; This, 
from his own name, he called Herodion. It ftood 
in a very pleafant and ftrong jfituation, on the top of 
a hill, from whence was a profpeA of all the country 
round. From this palace the hill declined all round 
with an equal and uniform defcent, which made a 
beautiful (hew ; and at the foot of it were foon built 
fuch a number of houfes, as amounted to the pro- 
portion of a conliderable city. 

HEsuaosr, the capital of the kingdom of Sihon, 
appertained to the tribe of Reuben, but ftood in the 
confines of that of Gad, and was remarkable for its 
■excellent fifli-pools. After the carrying away of 



^ Jexicho, in Canaan, about fix miles weft from the jtaau 
river of Jordan, and 13 almoft eaft of Jerufalem, was 
the firft city that was invaded by the Ifraelites, after 
their paflage over Jordan, and, by the miraculous 
fall of its walls, taken, feton fire, and levelled with 
the ground* The tree from which flowed the famed 
Balm of Gilead, and other odoriferous trees like wife, 
grew in its vicinity, from the fragrancy of which it 
is fuppofed to be named Jericho, which, in the origi- 
nal, lignifies odour. Here Elilha fweetened the waters 
of the fpring that fupplied it and the neighbouring 
countries. Here Herod built a fumptuous palace. 
Jt was the d welling-place of Zaccheus, and honour- 
ed with Chrift's own prefence and miracles. It yield- 
ed to none in all Judea but Jerufalem, in the times 
of the laft kings thereof. Befides the palace afore- 
faid, it was adorned with an hippodrome, an am- 
phitheatre, and other magnificent buildings. But 
at prefent, according to modern travellers, it is only 
a poor village of the Arabs. 

Jerusalem. This famous city has been fo amply j cru f a i effl . 
defcribed by our author, together with the various 
revolutions it underwent, from its foundation to its 
deftrudtion in the fecond year of the. emperor Vet- 
pafian, that a recapitulation of them would be both 
tedious and unnccelTary . We therefore proceed to 
J obferve, as to its more modern ftate, that, in A.D. 
136, the emperor Adrian having changed the name 
of Jerufalem in JEYm Ca^pitolina, after the name 
(vElius) of his own family, ere&ed a temple to Ju- 
piter Capitolinus upon the fpot where the Jewifh 
temple formerly ftood, and planted a Roman colony 
in the city; whereupon the Jews broke out into a re- 
bellion, tookjerufalenijandmairacred all theRomans 
fettled there. But Severus (governor of Britain) 
being fent againft the rebels, retook the city, redu- 
ced it to afhes, and plowed up the ground whereon 
the temple had ftood. The emperor and fenate of 
Rome publiflied an edict, forbidding all Jews for 
ever, upon pain of death, to fct foot in Jerufalem, 
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or any place where it might be fo much as fecn. 
Even tbofc Jews that embraced CbrifHanity were 
alfo prohibited. This quite delivered the church 
from the fervitude of the law; for, till then, the 
bifhops of fcrufalem had often been choTcit from 
among the circumciied Chriftians, who joined the 
obfervancc of the law to that of the gofpcL Adrian, 
however, next year, ordered Jerufalem, by the faid 
name of /tilia, to be rebuilt, and peopled it, partly 
by a Roman colony, and partly by fuch of the neigh- 
bouring people as were not Jews. Hereby the 
church at Jerufalem came to be compofed only 
of converted Gentiles, or Chriftians proper, St, 
Mark being appointed the bifhop of the place. 
Conftantine the Great afterwards demolished the 
heathen temples built by Adrian here ; and he and 
his mother Helena (of Britilh extraction) built, 
fumptuous churches in their ftead, and other mag- 
nificent ftru&ures. A. D. 614, the city was taken 
by the Perfians$ and continued in their hands, and 
thofe of the Saracens and Mahometans, till the 
reign of Charlemagne, to whom it was yielded by 
the king of Perfia. After his death it was retaken, 
and held by thofc infidels till the year 1099, when 
Godfrey of Bouillon took it from them, and was 
made its king. A, D. 1187, Saladine, the famed 
king of Syria and Egypt, made himfelf matter of 
it, and of all the Holy Land. Laft of all it fell 
into the hands of the Turks, and fo it yet con- 
tinues. 

fcrufalem, in itsprefent ftate, is about three miles 
in circumference, and lies in 31 deg. 50 min. north 
lat. and 36 deg. eaft long* being fituated on a rocky 
mountain. Dr Bankes* in his excellent Syflem of Geo- 
graphy, fays, " The hills which ftand a bout Jeru- 
salem make it appear to be fituated, as it were, 
in an amphitheatre, whofe areainclineth to theeaft- 
ward. We have no where, as I know of, any diftinA 
view of it : that from the Mount of Olives, which 
is the leait, and, perhaps, the fartheft, is, notwith- 
ftanding, at fo fmall a diftance, that when Our Sa~ 
viour was there, he might be faid, almoft in a li- 
teral fenfe, to have wept over it. There are very 
few remains of the city, either as it was in Our Sa- 
viour's time, or as it was afterwards rebuilt by 
Adrian, ft; tree one (lone being left upon another. 
Even the v* ry lituation is altered; for Mount Sion, 
the rftoft eminent part of the Old Jerufalem, is now 
excluded, and its ditches filled up; whilft the places 
adjoining to Mount Calvary, where Chrift is faid to 
have fufrered without the gate, are now almoft in 
the centre of the city/' With refpedt to its prefent 
Hate, the Turks call it Cudfembaric. It is thinly 
inhabited : the wallsare weak, and without baftions; 
the ditch inconfiderable. The gates are fix in num- 
ber, viz. Damafcus, St. Stephen's, Herod's, Ster- 
quilina, Bethlehem, and Mount Sion Gate ; belide 
the Golden Gate* which is (hut up, on account of a 
prophecy which the Tusks have among them, that 
by tha* gate the Chriftians are to take Jerufalem. 
The ftreets are narrow, and the houfes mean. Pil- 
grims and travellers, who flock from all parts, either 
through devotion or out of curiofity, are the prin- 
cipal iupport of the city. A Turkifti bafla refides 
here, to keep good order, collect the Grand Seig- 
nior's revenues, and protect the pilgrims from the 
itrlults of the Arabs. No European Chriftian is 
allowed to enter the city tilLthe requifite duties 
are difcharged j rior can a ftranger fafely ftay here, 
without being upon good terms with the Latin fa- 
thers. The pilgrims principal objecT: is the church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, fituated upon Mount Cal- 
vary. It is 100 paces in length, and 60 in breadth. 
The workmen were obliged to reduce the hill to a 
plain area, in order to lay the foundation : but great 
precaution was ufed hot to alter any part of it 
where our Saviour's Paflion was concerned. The 
fcene of the Crucifixion is left entire, being about 
ia yards fquare, and ftands at this day fo much 
higher than the floor of the church, that it is afcend- 
ed to by zi fteps. The Holy 'Sepulchre, which 
was originally a cave hewn out in the bottom ofVhe 
rock, may be now compared to a grotto ftanding 
above ground, and' having the rock cut away, and 
levelled all round. The walls of the church of the 

Holy Sepulchre are of ftone, and the roof of ce- 
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dar. The eaft end cnclofes Mount Calvary, anil the 
weft the Holy Sepulchre : the former is covered 
with a fupcrb cupola, fupportcd by 16 large co- 
lumns, and open at top. Over the altar there is 
another fine dome : the nave ennftitutes the choir; 
and the fides of the church contain the moft remark- 
able places where the circumftanccs of Our Sa- 
viour's Paflion were tranfactcd, together with the 
tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin, the two firft Chrif- 
tian kings of Jerufalem. In the church of the Cru- 
cifixion the hole is (lie wn where it is faid the crofs was 
fixed. The altar has three crofles, richly adornedj 
on it, particularly with four lamps of immenfc va- 
lue, which are kept conftantly burning. The cloi- 
fter round the fepulchre is divided into fundry cha- 
pels. The Latins, who take care of the church, 
have apartments on the north-weft fide ; but they 
are never fufferedtogo out, the Turks keeping the 
keys, and furniflring them with provifions through 
a wicker. Some grand ceremonies are performed 
atEafter, reprefenting Chrift's paflion, crucifixion, 
death and refurre&ion. At dulk the pilgrims and 
monks meet in the chapel of the apparition : the 
lights are extinguifhed, and a fermon preached by 
I one of the Latin priefts : then each .being furnifhed 
1 with alighted taper, all walk in proceffion round 
J the church. They flop firft at the Pillar of FlageJr 
lation, where an hymn is fung, and a fermon preach- 
j ed : thence they proceed to the Chapel of the Prifon, 
I to hear another hymn, and another fermon. At the 
Chapel of the Divifion of the Garment, to which 

I l ^ ie y S° ncXt > an hymn is fung, but no fermon 
I preached. They then proceed to the Chapel of De- 
rifion, the altar of which is fupported by two pil- 
I lars ; and underneath is a piece of greyifti marble, 
I on which "they fay the foldiers placed Chrift whey. 
J they crowned him with thorns, and mocked him, 
I faying, " Hail, king of the Jews P* Here a fermon 
I is preached, and a fourth hymn is fung. They next 
J enter another chapel, parted from the former only 
J by a curtain, and advancing to the eaft end, come 
I to the very fpot on which Our Redeemer was cruci- 
I fied. This chapel is covered all over with Mofaic 
I work; and in the middle of the pavement are fome 
I marble ftones of (everal colours, deligned to fliew 
I the. very place where Our Lord's blood fell, wheu 
j his hands and feet were pierced : it is adorned with 
I 13 lamps, aud a candleftick with is, branches. An 
I hymn is here fung, and a fermon preached on fome 
text relative to the Paflion. Then two friars, who 
perfonate Jofeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, 
j come with great folemnity to the crofs, and take 
j down the image that refembles Chrift, which they 
J put in a winding flieet, carry it to the ftone of unc- 
I tion, and fing an hymn over it. t .A fei'mon is then 
preached in Arabic, and thus the ceremonials con- 
I elude. On Mount Moriah, in the fouth part of the 
J city, ftands an edifice called Solomon's Temple, 
I which is fituated upon the fame fpot as the ancient 
J temple ; but it is uncertain by whom it was erected. 
J The middle part, where the Jewifli San&iim Sane- 
j torum was fuppofed to have ftood, is converted into 
j a Turkifh mofque. The priefts, and other Chrif- 
j tians, are kept miferably poor by the tyranny of the 
I government, and have fcarce any fubfiftence, but 
what they 1 procure by accommodating ftrangers 
J with food dn4 lodging. The royal fepulchres, 
J without th.e walls of Jerufalem, are fome of themoft 
I elaborate, curious, and magnificent antique remains 
J that imagination can conceive. By whom they 
j were built is uncertain, but they confift of a great 
j number of apartments, moft which are fpacious, 
all cut out of the marble rock. Near Jerufalem is 
a fpot of ground, of 30 yards long, and 50 broad, 
which is now the burial place of the Armenians. 
It was formerly the aceldama, field of blood, or 
potter's field, purchafed with the price of Judah's 
treafon, as a place of interment for ftrangers. It 
is walled round, to prevent the Turks from abufing 
the bones of the Chriftians : but one half of it is oc- 
cupied by a charnel houfe. The moft remark- 
able places round about Jerufalem, are Mounts 
Olivet, Calvary, and Gihoh ; the vallies of Jeho- 
fliaphat, Hinnone, and Rephaim ; and the towns 
I of Nebo, Gibeon, Gibeah, Gilgal, Bethel, aud 

Jericho. 
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Joppa, 



Joppa, or Jaffa, as it is at pre fen t called, is fitu- 
ntcd on the Mediterranean coaft. It was anciently 
the principal fea port town to Jerufalem and all Ju- 

dca, and the place where the cfcdars of Lebanon, 
brought in floats froniTyrc for building the temple, 
were landed. It was pleafantly feated on a rock, 
in a beautiful plain, and lituated ingodeg. aomin. 
north latitude, and 35 deg. 3 min. eaft longitude. 
Jonas here embarked for Nineveh : and from the 
hiftory of his miraculous voyage, the ftory of An- 
dromeda was fabricated by the heathen poets : for 
their fea-monfter was no other than the Leviathan 
of the facrcd writings, and the whale of the mo- 
derns. 



cc 



Cf 
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Huge Leviathan unwieldy moves, 



And thro 7 the waves a living ifland roves : 
In dreadful paftime terribly he fports, 
And the vaft ocean fcarce his weight fupports : 
Where'er he turns, the hoary deeps divide j 
He breathes a tempeft, and he fpouts a tide." 

Broome. 



We 



given by Job of this tremendous creature, which the 
ancients fo terribly dreaded, and which the moderns 

have found the means not only to fubdue, but to ra l con f eqU e„ C e of its rapidity. It is very whole- 
render fublervient to many domeihe ufes. 11 - 1 - J 



T titles of rice, and other commodities, are brought 
from Egypt. Ships of burthen can conveniently 
ride in the road ; atld on the weft fide, near the fhore, 
a charming fpring of water fupplies the town. The 
Chriflians have here no church but one, almoft ru- 
inated and uncovered ; but they have commodious 
houfes to entertain pilgrims. 

Jordan (River), rifing from the lake of Phiala, Jordan, 
enters the Samachonite lake, whence proceeding, 
it divides the Sea of Tiberias, and thence difcharges 
itfelf into the Dead Sea. The origin of its name, or 
names, is fomewhat obfeure. It being by far the 
principal ftream in thofe parts, is, by way of emi- 
nence, called u The River the reft in the country 
being comparatively mere brooks; It is remark- 
able, that, in harveft-timc, it is molt full, and apt 
to overflow its banks, contrary to the general nature 
of rivers, which are fulleft in \yinter ; whence it 
may have been that fonie have imagined a fubter- 
ranean communication between this and the Nile# 
The Jordan, from the account of modern travel- 
lers, feems very different from what it was former- 
ly. Its ftream is fo ftrong and rapid, that a man. 
cannot ftcm it in fvvimming : the dimenfions are by 
no means large ; and the water is turbid, the natu- 
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His bulk is charg'd with fuch a furious foul, 
That clouds of fmoakfrom his fpread noftrils 
" roll 

cc As from a furnace ; and, when rous'd his ire, 
<c Fate ifTues from his jaws in ftreams of fire. 
" The rage of tempelt, and the roar of feas, 
This great fuperior of the ocean plcafe. 
Strength on his ample ftioulders fits in ftate ; 
His well join'd limbs are dreadfully complete. 
His flakes of folid flefh are flow to part : 
As fteel his nerves, as adamant his heart. 
Large is his front : and, when his burnifti'd eyes 
Lift their broad lids, the morning feems to rife. 
His paftimes, like a cauldron, boil the flood, 
And blacken ocean with the rifing mud : 
The billows feel him as he works his way, 
His hoary footfteps fliine along the fea." 

Dr. Young's Job. 

It was in Joppa that St. Peter raifed Dorcas to 
life, and received the meflengers of Cornelius. 
Though it was anciently a very magnificent town, 
and a great commercial mart, yet the harbour was 
never commodious, on account of feveral rocks, 
which render the pafTage into it dangerous. It lay 
for many ages in ruins,, but of late hath been much 
improved, though it ftill falls beneath its original 
fplendor. The lower ground towards the fea is 
covered with good houfes, chiefly of. ftone. The 
principal commodities are Raman and Jerufalem 
foap. Rice, and other articles, are brought from 
Egypt, and. exported from hence to various places, 
which yields the bafla of Gaza a confiderable annual 
income. The inhabitants are fupplied with water 
from an excellent fpring on the weft fide of the 
town. The Chriflians now have no church, except 
one almoft in ruins, and uncovered ; but they have 
feveral handfome houfes appropriated to their ufc, 
and for the entertainment of pilgrims. Jaffa at 
prefent, on the Mediterranean coaft, was the head 
lea-port town to Jerufalem, and alljudea, where 
the timber of Lebanon, brought in floats frqm Tyre 
for building the temple, was landed ; it being near 
about thirty miles north-weft from Jerufalem, very 
pleafantly fituated on a rock, in a beautiful plain. 
It is faid to have been firft built by Japhet, and from 
him takes its name Japho, fince moulded into Joppa; 
and heathen geographers fpeak of it as very ancient. 
It was famed, in the time of the Maccabees, for the 
Jews burning the Syrian fleet before it. Its name 
is now pronounced and written Jaffa, or Japha ; and 
though it has nothing left of its ancient beauty, but 
its charming profpecfl, yet its condition appears 
much amended fince Sir Paul Lucas was here in 
1707. At prefent the lower ground, towards the fea 
is covered with good* houfes, moftly ftone ; and the 
town carries on a confiderable traffic. Great quan- 



fbme, and incorruptible in its nature ; was former- 
ly fordable in fome places, and may ftill be fo. It 
feems alfo to have been formerly crofled in boats 
and ferries. 

K. 

T7~Eilah is reckoned among the. cities of Judah ; Keiiaii. 
XV and it appears, from feveral circumftances, 
that it lay on that part of Judah which adjoined the 
country of the Philiftines. 

Kirjath- Jearim, very often mentioned in Scrip- Kirjath. 
ture, is exprefsly reckoned injofhua among the cities i earim « 
of the tribe of Judah, and faid to lay in the north 
border of that tribe, not far from Bethfliemefh. It 



it lay 



Mount J 



L. 



T 1BANUS, or Lebanon, the moft confiderable Libanuii 

mountain in Coelo-Syria, or between Syria and 
Paleftine, is of prodigious height, as well as extent. 
The cedars of Lebanon are frequently mentioned 
in Scripture, the few of which now ftancling are 
near a monaftery, called Canobine, about ten hours 
journey from Tripolis. Thefe cedar trees bear 
leaves much refembling our juniper, and are green 
all the year : but in the large ones the topfpreads 
itfelf into a perfect round ; whereas the fmaller a- 
fcends in form of a pyramid, and like the cyprefs. 
They bear the ufual fruit, which is a kind of large 
apple, like that of the piue, only fmoother, and of a 
browner colour. Various varieties, and Angular be- 
nign qualities, are attributed to the wood of this 
tree. 

Lydda lay north, not far off, but fomewhat tydda. 
more inland, from Joppa. It was called Diofpolis 
by the Gentiles : but, from the Chriflians, in the 
time of the Holy War, it had the name of St. 
George's, principally from a very erroneous opi- 
nion that St. George had there fuffered martyrdom ; 
and they alfo made it, on that miftaken account, au 
epifcopal fee. 

M. 

ADIAN is the Modiana of Ptolem v, and Midian, Madian. 



M 



i 



or Madian, of Scripture, and was a city of A- 
rabia, at prefent little better than a heap of ruins, 
fituate on the eaft fhore of the Sea Al Kolzom, at no 
great diftance from the gulph ofAilah. Moft au- 
thors agree that theMidianites ought to be looked 
upon as the defcendants of Abraham by Kcturah, 
who was afterwards feen to have coalefced with the 
Ifhmaelites, fince Mofes names the fame merchants, 
who fold Jofeph to Potiphar, in one place Ifhmael- 
ites, and in another Midianites. 



A G KOGR APH1CAL AND DESCHIPTl V£ Jn&£Z« 



M,tfi.tn.iiM MAUVtfAiM (i. c. tv/o camps or hoffa) was fjtuatc 

between Mount GilcacI and the River Jabbak, not 
far from the latter. By this were the confines of 
the tribe of Gad and half tribe of Manaflch, that 
were on the cait of Jordan- It became a place of 
great iirength, and therefore feems to have been 
chofen by Abncr for the royal feat of Ifhbofheth 
during tlie war between him and David ; and for 
the like reafon it feems to have been made choice of 
for the retiring place of David during the rebellion 
of Abfalom. 

M-K^h, Makkedah is reckoned among the cities given 

to Judah. It flood eight miles to the eaft of Eleu- 



Maoa. 



thcropolis 

Maon (into the wildernefs of which David with- 
drew from that of Ziph) was a neighbouring town 
to Carmel. Hence it is faid of Nabal, ( 1 Sam. xxv. 
a.) " There was a man in Maon, whofe pofleffions 
" were in Carmel and Nabal, though he might 

dwell in Maon, is yet ftiled Nabal the Carmelite, j| t ion, as fome fay, from king Mapedo, defcended 



fliipj>cd in the fliapc of a bull, and always kept' one 
in his temple. The famous city of Cairo is faid to 
have been built out of its ruins, oft the caftern fide 
of the Nile. 

* 

Michmash, in Judca, was in the tribe of Benjamin, Michraaih. 
fituatedninc miles from Jcrufalem, and between it 
and Gibeon. Eufebius fays it was very confiderablc 

in liis time. 

Mygdonia, or more properly Macedonia, is MygJonia. 
thought, by the learned, to be plainly denoted in 
the fir ft book of Maccabees by the land of Chettim, 
Alexander being mentioned as coming from thence. 
Perfeus, king of Macedonia, is therein alfo called 
king of the Citims. But as this country was anci- 
ently inhabited by various nations, fo was it, for a 
long fucceflion of ages, diffinguifhed by different 



appellations. It was very anciently called Araa- 
thia ; but afterwards the whole country, which the 
Greeks called Macedonia, received that denomina- 



Marah. 



from the place where his eftatelay. 

M arah. A certain traveller informs us, that, in 
paffing from Shur towards Mount Sinai, they came 
into thedefert, as it is ftill called, of Marah, where 
the Ifraelites met with thofe bitter waters, or waters 
of Marah. And as this circumftance did not hap- 
pen till after they wandered three days in the wil- 
dernefs, we may probably fix it atCorondel, where 
is a fmali rill of water, which, though diluted by the 
dews and rains, ftill continues to be brackifh. 

Massada, in the tribe of Judah, was a famous for- 
trefs, built by Judas Maccabeus, and reprefented 
as impregnable. It was fituated on an high, craggy 
rock, Inacceffible on all fides but one, and that very 
deep and difficult. The fiege of it by the Romans 
under Silva, the general of Titus, is one of the mod 
remarkable events in ancient hiftory. Nothwith- 
ftanding the height and ruggednefs of the rock it 
llood on, yet, when you had gained the top, you faw 
an agreeable, flat, fertile country, fo fpacious as to 
fup^ly the town with corn, fruit, &c. rferod the 
Great finding it a place of fuch ftrengthand import- 
ance, added new works and fortifications ; and as it 
had no other fupply of water than from the clouds, 
he ordered feveral capacious cifterns to receive it, 



Media. 



tuous palace in it, that, in cafe any revolt fiiould 
happen, he might take refuge in a place fo well 
fortified. The Romans called it Collis Achi- 
lea. 

Media, now the north-eaft part of Perfia, but once 
the feat of a potent empire, plainly derived its name 
from Madai, the third fon of Japhet ; the Medesin 
Scripture being conftantly called Madai. In mo- 
dern terms it may be faid to be the fame country 
where are now the provinces called Aran, Schirevar, 
and Adzerbayan, with their fub-divifions. 

Megiddo appertained to the half tribe of Manaf- 
feh on the welt of Jordan ; but the Canaanites con- 
tinued to dwell therein tributary to the Ifraelites. 
Solomon rebuilt it. Here died Ahaziah and Joliah, 
kings of Judah. 

Hciitene. Melp\ene, or Melitina, in Lefler Armenia, was a 

Roman caftle, with a garrifon, which the emperor 
Trajan made a city, appointing it to be the metro- 
polis of the whole country, whence, in procefs of 
time, it became one of the moft populous and weal- 
thy cities in the eaft. It ftood on the banks of the 
Euphrates. The famous thundering legion belong- 
ed to this place, being raifed and generally quar- 
tered here. 



■ 

Memphis is called in Scripture Moph and Noph, 
which name is fuppofed to be derived from Anfe- 
nopliis, according to Sirlfaac Newton, the fame 
per fon with Mencs and Memnon, a prince that ei- 
ther built or fortified it. The chief idol of the 
Egyptians was here called Apis, which they wor- 
No, *8. 



from Deucalion ; or, according to others, by an eafy 
change of Mygdonia, the name of one of its pro- 
vinces, into Macedonia. The acceffions of territory 
which Macedonia received, were made at different 
times, and on account of different wars. Pliny tells 
us, that not lefs than 150 different nations were feat- 
ed within its territory ; and Mela confirms the mul- 
titude of different ftates, by faying, it had about as 
many nations as cities. Its form was irregular ; 
but its fituation excellent, in refpedl to its being 
wafhed on the eaft by the iEgian Sea, and on the welt 
by the Ionion, which advantages, however, were 
never cultivated as they might have been ; nor were 
the Macedonians ever powerful at fea, though ma- 
ny noble bays and excellent harbours are to be found 
in their country. Macedonia abounded with molt 
forts of trees which were valuable for timber, fruit, 
or fliade. It had anciently many waftes and de- 
ferts. In procefs of time no part of Europe was 
better peopled, but fince it has been in the hands of 
the Turks, great part lies uninhabited. It is rich 
in divers mines of gold j abounds with corn, pafture, 
cattle, venifon j and, in fome parts, produces wine 
and oil. 



N. 



and ftored it with a prodigious quantity of provifi- J j 
ons of all forts. He likewifc built himfelf a fump- j[\ 



ABATHiEA; 



* 

j 



the 



Kabathara. 



country of the Nabathceans extended from the 
Euphrates to the Red Sea j fo that it comprehend- 
ed Arabia Deferta, and great* part of Arabia Pe- 
trcea. The manners and cuftoms of thefe people 

were much the fame as thofe of Arabia, Ethiopia, 
&c. &c. 



Naim, or Nain, according to Eufebius, was a NainK 
city fiiuated in the plain near Mount Tabor, and 
within two miles of it. He places it at a fmall di- 
ftance from Endor and Scythopolis. There was 
another city fo called in Idumea, where Simon, the 
fon of Gorias, made his retreat after he had ftrong- 
ly fortified it. 

Naioth (to which Samuel retired with David) is xaioxh. 
fituated in Ramah, meaning thediftriifl of Ramah, 
otherwife called Ramathaim Zophim, the birth- 
place, and ufual refidence, of the faid great pro- 
phet. 

Neapolis, a city of note in Trace, on the iEgcaii Neapoiii. 
Sea, between the river Strymon and theNeftus, the 
name fignifying only New City. One of the quar- 
ters of Syracufe was fo called. 

■ 

Neopolis, injudea. Neopolis, in Armenia Minor, Ncopoht. 
was built by Pompey, in memo^of a fignal vidtory 
over Tigranes the Great, and thence called Neopo- 
lis Pompeii. 



Nineveh, or Ninus, in Affyria, (now Curdiftan,) 
is moft generally fuppofed to have been at firft built 
by Nimrod, not long after the Tower of Babel. 
Its name is generally thought to be taken from Ne- 
nies, the fon of Nimrod, and to be a compound, 



NincveU. 
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A Clographical and Descriptive Index. 



Ncni-nnve, i. c. 



i he Dwelling of Ninus. 



It was !F 



featcd on the bank* of the Tigris, over againlt where | 
Micul now (lands, and had incrcafed and grown | 
lb prodigioufly large in the time of Jonas, who pro- 
pheficd againlt it, that it was three days journey 
long, or, as others think, in circumference. It was 
alfo lb ftrong as to he cfteemed impregnable. How- 
ever, it was at length taken and deftroyed, accord- 
ing to the prophecy of Nairn m : and it is remark- 
able that Lucia 11., in one of liis dialogues, fays, that 
Ninus (the profane name of Nineveh, 1 ct was fo 
utterly deftroyed, that there remained no footfteps 
of it, nor could one tell fo much as where once 
it flood." A new city, it is probable, was quickly 
built by thcMedes, out of the ruins of the old, and 
called New Nineveh; but this was like wife deftroy- 
ed by A-ftyages, the eighth Median king from Ar- 
baces, for its frequent revolts : and to fo low a de- 
cree was it brought in the time of Cyril, bifhop 
of Alexandria, in the middle of the fifth century, 
that he tells us there was nothing to be feen of it I 
but great heaps of rubbifli : 3nd yet we find a 
third Nineveh deftroyed by the Saracens, as it is 
fuppofed, fome hundred years after. At a fmall 
diftance from the ruins of Nineveh is a Turkifh 
mofque. 

Nisibts was once a large, populous, and opulent 
city ; but is at prefent defcribed as a town in Diar- 
beker. about 35 miles from the Tigris, and but the 
ihaclow of what it once was; though it is ftill the 
relidence of a Turkifh San<nac. In fine, it is little 
more than a village ; though arches, gates, and the 
remains of a noble church are yet to be feen. Its 
territory is fruitful, and, when cultivated, produces 
corn, wine, and various fruits, the chief bulinefs 
being: agriculture . About two miles to theeaftisa 
good river, with a very noble (tone bridge : and all 
the way between the town and it, pieces of old walls, 
and a large arch, whereby it is fuppofed the city 
anciently reached quite to that river. Niiibis (lands 
weft from the celebrated Ur of the Chaldees, between 
it and the Tigris. 

Nos was a facerdotal city. By the prophet Ne- 
hemiah it is reckoned among the cities of Benjamin. 
It feerns, therefore, to have been added to the priefts, 
and that occafionally, when the ark was at Kirjath- 
jearim, it being moreover not nominated among 
thole that were aflignedto thematfirft. 

Nod, the land of, to which fugitive Cain, under 
an apprehenfion that every one who found him would 
flay him, by divine order, retired, and therein built 
a city, calling it Enoch, after the name of his (on. 
Where this land of Nod (.which word Jignifies fugi- 
tive or wandering) was fituate, is thought not quite 
certain. No remains of the name Nod itfclf, as a 
land, are now to be found. 



O. 




L1VET Mount, or the Mount of Olives, called, 
by the Jews, in their language, the Mount of 
Undtion, or the Mount of Olives, or Oil. It was alfo 
termed the Mountain of Three Lights, becaufe 
lighted on the weft by the fire of the altar, receiving 
on the eaft the light of the fun, and producing 
much oil, the aliment of light. It (lands a fabbath 
day's journey (i. e. eight furlongs, or one mile) eaft 
from J cru fa lem, commanding an extend veprofpect, 
as being the loftieft eminence in its neighbourhood. 
It was once famous for fertility, and was thus de- 
fcribed by an author of the 7th century. u Few or 
no trees arc there to be found, except the olive and 
vine, according to the report of Acculfus ; but wheat 
and barley there flourifii in a moft kindly manner, 
for the nature of the foil is quite productive. 99 With 
refpedfc to the Turks, notwithftanding their pretend- 
ed veneration for this mount and its circumftances, 
it is more than fufpetfted it is not out of real devo- 
tion, but for lucre's fake, and to exact money from 
the popifli pilgrims, and travellers of curiofity, for 
admiflion to fee them. 



Opjiir The acuteft, niccft, and moft fagacious OpM. 
writers are much at alofs tofind out a certain fcttle- 
ment for Ophir. It is by fevcral fuppofed to be the 
place whither Solomon Cent (hips every three years 
from Ezim-geba to fetch gold. This opinion fome 
would have fupported by fevcral edifices, which 
feem to have been eredted here by foreigners, as 
they have inferiptions in unknown characters. Be- 
(ides, fome fay the inhabitantsboaft of havingbooks, 
proving that the Ifraelites, in Solomon's time, fail- 
ed every third year to thefe ports to fetch gold. 



P. 




Ales-tine, or Judea,htuated between 31 deg. 30, rnkmne 
min. and 3a deg. ao. min. north lat. and from 
34 deg. 50 min. to 37 deg. 15 min. eaft long, being 
bounded by the Mediterranean fea on the weft, 
Syria and Phoenicia on the north, Arabia Deferta 
on the eaft, and Arabia Petra?a on the fouth. It 
is therefore near aoo miles in length, and aUout 80 
in breadth towards the middle, but increafes ordi- 
minifhes ia or 1,5 miles in other places. The longell 
day is about 14 hours 15 minutes. The air of Judrea 
is the moft falubrious and pleafant imaginable ; 
neither heat nor cold are felt in the extreme, but 
an agreeable fcrenity diffufes itfelf throughout the 
year, which puts the ftranger in mind of the golden 
age : 



The flowers unfown in- fields and meadows 



" reign'd, 
And weftern 
" tain'd." 



winds immortal fpring main- 




Thoughthe climate of this country is at prefent 
the moft admirable in theuniverfe, wehaveno doubt 
but that, in the early ages of the world, when the 
paftoral life was the moft honourable, and agricul- 
ture the moft refpedted employ, it even exceeded 
its prefent excellency, by means of the general cul- 
tivation of the country. Of the richnefs and ferti- 
lity of its foil we have the moft authentic teftimo- 
nies ; in particular, that it abounded in corn, wine, 
oil, honey, pomegranates, dates, figs, citrons, oran- 
es, apples of Paradife, fugar-canes, cotton., hemp, 
ax, cedars, cyprcfles, and a great variety of other 
(lately, fragrant, and fruitful trees, balm of Gilead, 
and other precious drugs, <5cc. cattle, fowls, fifh, 
game, and other delicacies, as well as necefTaries of 
life. Indeed, w hoever confiders the very fmall ex- 
tent of Judrea, will be fenfiblc that nothing but fuch 
aftonifliing fertility could enable it to maintain fuch 
a number of inhabitants as refided in it in the time 
of king David, (ince they amounted to 6,000,000. 
The produce of the land not only fublilled this pro- 
digious multitude, but there was a fufficient fuper- 
fluity to fend to Tyre, and other places for expor- 
tation. Yet the foil was only cultivated (ix years 
in feven,asthe feptennial year was always a time of 
reft from the affairs of agriculture. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that the whole of the country was cultivated, 
and that woods, parks, wafte grounds, &c. were un- 
known. It is now unhappily inhabited by fome of 
the moft indolent people exifting ; yet Dr. Shaw 
informs us, that, with a little cultivation, it would 
yield as much as it did in the days of king David and 
king Solomon. 

Palmyra, as called by the Greeks and Romans, raimyra; 
Tadmor in the "Wildernefs in the Scripture, Palmira 
and Thadamor byjofephus, Tadmor andTatmaby 
the Arabs and Syrians, (loot! about fifteen miles ealt 
of Damafcus. The air is exceeding good, but the 
foil now barren, (though it formerly had perpetual 
fprings, and yielded fruit and corn,) affording no- 
thing green but a few palm-trees in gardens, and 
fome Scattered up and down. 

Palmyra in the deferts of Arabia^ or, as by the 
Scripture (tiled Tadmor in the Wildernefs, is a 
moll awful fpedtacle. 4< As you approach (fays 
Dr. Bankcs^ in his Syftcm of Geography) the firft ob- 
ject which prefents itfelf is a ruinated caftle, on the 
north fide of the city. From it you defcry Tad- 



A Geographical a.vd Inscriptive Ixokx. 



mor, enclosed on the three fides by long ridges of 
mountains. .Southward of it is a vaft plain extend- 
ing far beyond the light . The city mud have been 
of large extent, from the fj>acc now taken up by its 
ruins ; among which live about thirty or forty mi- 
ferablc families, in huts of dirt, within a fpacious 
court, which once cnclofed a magnificent temple. 
This court hath a ftately high wall of large ftjuare 
jftone, adorned with pilafters both within and with- 
out, and are about lixty on each fide. The beau- 
tiful cornices have been beaten down by the Turks. 
Towards the centre are the remains of a caftle, 
fhrouding the fragments of a temple of exquifite 
beauty, as appears by what is ftill (landing of its 
entrance, viz. two ftones thirty-five feet long, car- 
ved with vines and clutters of grapes. In the great 
court are the remains of two rows of very noble 
marble pillars, thirty-feven feet high, with capitals 
finely carved ; and the cornices muft have been of 
equal elegance. Fifty-eight o «:hefe pillars are en- 
tire. There muft have been many more, asit appears 
they went quite round the court, fupporting a moft 
fpacidus double piazza. The walks on the weft 
fide of this piazza, which face the front of the tem- 
ple, feem to have been grand and fpacious ; and at 
each end are two niches for ftatucs at length, with 
pedeftals, borders, fupporters, canopies, Sec. carved 
with inimitable art. The fpace within this once 
beautiful enclofure is (or rather was) encompafled 
by another row of pillars of a different order, fifty 
feet high ; fixteen of which are yet Handing. The 
temple was ninety feet long, and about forty broad . 
its grand entrance, on the weft, appears, by what re- 
mains of it, to have been the moft magnificent in the 
world. Over a door-way, in the remaining walls, 
youtraceafpread-eagle i and here are the fragments 
of cupids, as well as of eagles, moft finely imitating 
nature, on large ftones mouldering on the earth. 
Nothing of the temple (lands but the walls, the 
window-places of which are narrow at top, but 
richly adorned with fculpture. In the middle is a 
cupola, all one folid piece. Leaving this court and 
temple, your eyee are diluted with a great number 
of pillars of marble, fcattered for near a mile. To 
the north you have a ftately obelifk before you, con- 
lifting of feven large ftones, befides its capital, 
grandly fculptured. It is more than fifty feet high, 
2! nd is twelve feet and an half in circumference juft 
above the pedeftal ; and it is imagined a ftatue once 
ftood upon it. Ealt and weft of this, at the diftance 
of about a quarter of a mile, is another obclilk, 
that feems to have correfponded with the firft men- 
tioned and, according to the fragment of a third, 
it fiiould feem that there was a continued range of 
them. On one of them, which is about forty feet 
high, there is a Greek infeription, commemorating 
two patriots : and about an hundred paces from it 
is a large and lofty entrance, leading to a grand 
piazza, adorned with marble pillars, on moft of 
which there are inferiptions. A little farther on- 
ward, to the left, are the remains of a ftately pile of 
remarkable fine marble, twenty-two feet long. On 
the weft fide of the piazza are feveral openings for 
gates ; two of which appear to have been the moft 
fuperb that ever captivated the human eye, both in 
point of grandeur of work in general, and the beau- 
tiful porphyry pillars with which they were adorned. 
Eaft ward of the piazza are a great number of fcat- 
tered marble pillars, moft of which have been de- 
prived of their elegant capitals* A little ruined 
temple lies mouldering at a (liort diftance, which 
appears to have been a very curious ftrudture. But 
of all the venerable remains, none more attract the 
admiration than the magnificent fepulchres towards 
the north of the city, extending a mile and more, 
and which, at a diftance, have the appearance of tops 
of decayed churches, or baftions of ruined forti- 
fications." The magnificent city of Palmyra is 
mentioned in the Arabic tranflation of the Chro- 
nicles, as fubfifting before the days of Solomon. 
But John of Antioch, furnamed Malala, fays, that it 
was built by Solomon, and on the very fpot where 
his father flew the Phiiiftine chief. He affirms that 
the city was built in commemoration of that memo- 
rable a<5lion. We find, in the ninth chapter of the 
firft book of Kings, and the eighth of the fecond of 



Chronicles, that Solomon erected a city in a wiidci- 
nefs, and called it Tadmor ; that fome time after- 
wards, the Greeks and Romans diftinguifhed it by 
the name of Palmyra, even while. its firft name was. 
ftill retained by the Syrians : and this is confirmed 
by St. Jci^otnc^ who (ays, that Tadmor and Palmyra 
are the Syrian and Greek names of the fame place : 
and the country Arabs, even at this time, call it by 
the former name. In this circumftance they are re- 
markably particular, preferring the ancient denomi- 
nation of places through various re volutions J Thus 
the Acca of the Old Tcftamentis at this day called 
by them Acca ; and the Greek name Ptolemais, in 
which that of Acca was for fome time immured, is 
loft through difufe. Not that human judgment can 
pretend to advance, however, that Palmyra was ac- 
tually the work of Solomon : an opinion only can 
be offered, concurrent with that of the prefent inha- 
bitants, who fay, all thefe things were done by So- 
lomon, the fon of David. However, fuch ftructures 
as might have been eredted by Solomon we will 
(iippolc to have been entirely demolished by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who in his march to the fiege of Je.ru- 
falem, dertroyed this city, as we are afliired by John 
of Antioch. It was afterwards beautifully repaired 
by Adrian ; then deftroyed by Antiochus, and re- 
built by Aurelian : and at la ft totally demoli/hcd by 
the ignorant and bigottcd Turks, under whofe ty- 
ranny the whole country lies wafte. Thegreateft 
figure Palmyra ever made in hiftory was in the reign 
of Galliennus, under whofe (hameful indolence the 
Roman glory in the eaft became confidernbly ob- 
fcured } when Odenathus, joining that emperor's 
party, collected the poor remains of the difcomfited 
Romans in Syria, whom he led againft Sapor, the 
Perfian monarch, put his army to flight, and ad- 
vanced with his victorious troops to Ctephifon, the 
capital of the empire. On his return from this ex- 
pedition, fiill of riches and honours and revered by 
the Romans, he was unaninioully proclaimed Au- 
guftus, and co-partner in the empire with Galli- 

Such of the accounts of Odenathus as have 
reached pofterity, ferve rather to heighten than ^ra- 
tify the human curioiity. He was a native of Pal- 
myra, and fo admirable a politician, that he, for a 
while, held thebalanceof powerbetween the empire 
of Perfia and Rome. He drove the Goths out of 
Alia Minor, where they had committed the moft 
violent ravages : and this was his laft great adtibn, 



ennus. 



in which, it was apprehended, he was treacheroufly 
(lain by Mreonis, his kinfman. His fon, Herodotus, 
foon afterwards fuffcred the fame fate : nor did 
Ma^onis long furvivc, being cut to pieces by th£ 
foldiery. 

The fortune of the beautiful Zenobia, queen of 
Odenathus, is well worthy the attention of our 
readers. The viciftitudes which this lady expe- 
rienced were various and furpriling, and her charac- 
ter great and extraordinary ; though her memory is 
tarniftied with the fufpicion of her having been, 
privy to the deaths of her hulband and fon. The 
perfon ofZenobia was graceful and gent eel; her com- 
plexion dark brown; her eyes black, and fparkling 
withuncommon luftre ; her teeth beautifully white ; 
her countenance fprightly ; her air noble ; and her 
voice clear and powerful. Her ftrength was unufu- 
ally great. She inured herfelf much to fatigue, was 
fond of riding, and would fometimes march on foot 
at the head of her troops. In council (lie was cir- 
cumfpect and prudent ; in executing bold and de- 
termined. She could be open or referved, mild orfe- 
vere, as occafion required. She was generous, but 
not profufe ; and obferved inviolably the chafteft 
rules of female honour. No woman was better ac- 
quainted with hiftory than this accomplifhed queen ; 
(he was miftrefs of the Greek and Egyptian tongues, 
as well as the Latin, which (lie tranllated into the 
former. She boafted herfelf defcended from Pto- 
lemy, and reckoned Cleopatra among her anceftry . 
That Zenobia attended her hu(band in the field 
there is not the lead doubt, fince the emperor Aure- 
lian pafles the higheft encomiums on her military 
prowefs. She aflumed, after the death of Odena- 
thus, the reigns of government, in the name of her 
children, and renouncing all alliance with Rome, 

attacked, and totally routed, the army of Hcjra- 
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cliauus, the Roman general, who was fcnt againfl 
the Perfians, lie himiclf narrowly cfcaping from fail- 
ing into her hands. She afterwards, while the exi- 
gency of public affairs called the attention of Clau- 
dius nearer home, aflcrted an hereditary right to the 
dominion of Egypt, as being defcended from Pto- 
lemy; and having fecurcd a firong party there in 
her favour, flie fcnt thither Zabdas, an experienced 
and gallant officer, who had ferved under Odena- 
thus ; and he, defeating the Egyptian army, pof- 
felled himfelf of the province in the name of Zenobia. 
The Palmyrenes, however, were afterwards routed, 
and nearly driven from their new acquilitions ; but 
taking advantage of Probus, the Egyptian praefeft, 
who, in endeavouring to cut off the retreat of the 
vanquished, difcovered his ignorance of the coun- 
try, they totally defeated his arm)', and himfelf was 
taken prifoner; adifgracc which he could not out- 
live ; but, dying by his own hand, left Zenobia 
miltrefs of Egypt. Theprogrefs of this heroic queen 
greatly alarmed Claudius, who being now near the 
end of the fecond year of hisreign, rcfolved to turn 
his forces againlt her; but was cutoff by the plague, 
at Syrmium in Pannonia. He was fucceeded by 
Atireliau, who was not, however, fecured in his 
power without ionic trouble, and who, before he 
thought of relieving the eaftern empire, reformed 
the police at Rome, and reduced the Goths, Van- 
dals, and Germans. Thefe great talks being com- 
pleted, hecrotfed the Bofphorus at Bizantium, and 
havingtaken Tyana,inCappadocia, he proceeded to 
Antioch, of which he pofleffed himfelf by ftrata- 
gem. By two battles, one fought here, the other at 
Ernefa, Aurelian recovered the eafiern provinces, 
and forced the queen to flieltcr herfclf within the 
walls of her capital. Having taken every necefiary 
precaution to iupply his army with provisions. Au- 
relian proceeded to Palmyra; not, however, without 
being confiderably barrelled by the Syrian banditti. 
Arriving at length before the walls of the city, he 
laid clofe liege to it, and was gallantly refitted by 
the garrifon. Being weaned out with military ope- 
rations, the emperor had recourfe to negotiations, 
and made Tome offers to Zenobia, which fhe molt 
' haughtily rejected, bidding him remember, that her 
anceftor Cleopatra preferred death to diflionour. 
This enraging; Aurelian, he re-attacked with re- 
doubled vigour; and the befieged being at length 
reduced to the la(t extremity, hail no re four cc but 
that of applying to their allies, the Perfians, for re- 
lief ; and this rcfolution being agreed on in coun- 
cil, Zenobia, herfelf undertook the carrying it into 
execution, and, mounting a dromedary, let out for 
Perfia, but was taken prifoner as Ihe was about to 

Palmvra now loon furrender- 



and flourifhing city, with the following quotation 
from an author on the fubjedt : t4 That Palmyra 
was ufed as a place of flrcngth, is evident from alte- 
rations which have been made in the caltlc on the 
hill, and the Temple of the Sun, which mult have 
been intended for defence, and are not more than 
live or fix hundred years old. The molt perfect 
piece of antiquity is a maufoleum, upwards of feven- 
tecji hundred years old, with the flooring entire, and 
an infeription ftill legible, informing us that it was 
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crofs the Euphrates, 
cd, and the emperor took pofleflion. He fparcd the 
inhabitants, but carried off the beft part of their 
riches, leaving behind him a garrifon of fix hun- 
dred archers, who, fome years after, were cut off by 
the inhabitants, moft of whom were by the empe- 
ror's command, in confequence of the mafTacre, put 
to death, and the city quite ruined. The emperor, 
at Hmefa, fet on foot an enquiry into the conduct of 
Zenobia: and here it was that (he fullied her great 
character, by betraying her beft friends, among 
whom was Longinus, by whofe advice it was that 
file had rejected the terms of peace which the em- 
peror Aurelian had propofed : for this he was or- 
dered to be executed ; but his miftrefs was refcrved 
to grace a Roman triumph. She afterwards mar- 
ried, and had children, atConche, on the road from 
Rome to the ancient Tiber, where the emperor af- 
figned her fome lands, and the remains of her villa 
are at this clay to be feen. Palmyra, was afterwards 
governed by the Romans: and, from a Latin in- 
feription ftill extant, we difcover that Hierocles was 
for the fifth time prefident of the provinces, when 
Dioclefian here erected fome magnificent edifices. 
In the year of Chrift 400 the firft lllyfian legion 
was quartered here : but Procopius, gives us reafon 
to imagine that the place was fo little regarded as to 
be fometimes left without a jrarrifon. The Roman 
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hiltory makes no farther mention of Palmyra. Ac- 
cording to Benjamin Tudulenfis there were 2,000 

j 



s among the inhabitants in the twelfth century. 
We (hall conclude our account of this once grand 



built by Jambelicus, fon of Mocimus, as a burial- 
place for himfelf and family, in the year 314 
Hankers much admired Syjtc?n of Geography. 

Persia. The wordPerlia is fuppofed to be only 
a corruption of the word Parthia, and that the mo- 
dern Perfians derive their name from their proge- 
nitors the Parthians, the ancient inhabitants of the 
country. The word itfelf implies an horfeman ; and 
the Perfians and Parthians have always been famed 
for their fkill in that exercife. Perfia includes all 
thofe countries which were anciently celebrated and 
known by the names of Media, Parthia, part of 
Alfyria, Aipcania, Colchis, Bactria, Iberia, and Su- 
fiana. It is bounded on the north by the Cafpiau 
Sea, which leparates it from Raffia ; and on the 
north-eaft by the river Oxus, which divides it from 
Ufbec Tartary. The north-weft boundaries arc the 
Daghiflan mountains, and the mountains of Ara- 
rat, which divide it from Circaffian Tartary. India 
is the caitern boundary ; the Indian Ocean, and the 
Gulphs of Perfia and Ormus, the fouthern ; and 
Arabia and Turkey the weltern. The prodigious 
mountains of Ararat and Caucafus have long made 
a diltinguiihed figure in hiltory : nor hath that long 
chain of mountains, known by the name of Tauris, 
which run quite through the empire, been lefs cele- 
brated. From the chltradted ftate of Perfia for 
many fucceflive years, the political divifion of the 
provinces cannot be afcertained ; but the moft re- 
markable places in the empire are, llpahan, the me- 
tropolis, and refidence of the fophi \ Schamachie, 
Ardehil, 'Sukhania, Cafwin, Rom, Refchd, Der- 
bent, Schiras, and the cities of Ormus and Gom- 
broon, on the Perlian Gulph. Thefe laft are much 
on the decline at prefent, though they were for- 
merly places of great commerical confequence. 
Moft of the European nations, particularly the 
tnglilh, have eftablifned factories at Gombroon, 
by mentis of which they carry on a trade with the 
Perfians, Turks, Tarcars, Arabians, Armenians, 
Banyans, &c. The foil of Perfia is in moft parts 
very fertile, producing variouskinds of grain, cattle 
of all kinds, game, and plenty of the choiceft fruits. 
Tha Perlianlauguage isfpokenin common through- 
out the whole empire, but more correctly in fome 
provinces than others. The Turkilh is the polite 
or court language ; and the Arabic is the learned 
language, in which all the books on fublime fubjecls 
are written. The Icicnces fiourifhed in Periia be- 
fore they did in Europe ; but the modern Perfians 
fall very lhort of the Europeans in every branch of 
learning. The grand epocha, by which they date 

all events, is the Hegira, or flight of Mahomet from 
Mecca, which took place in the year 6aa, They 
reckon twenty-four hours to the day, but do not 
fubdivide it into day and night as we do. As they 
begin their week on Saturday, Friday is their Sab- 
bath. Their year begins at the vernal equinox. 
Their folar and lunar years differ in the fpace of 
twelve days, becaufe they reckon but twelve moons 
to their lunar year. The molt celebrated and fin- 
gular antiquities in Perfia, are the ruins of Perfe- 
polis, formerly a fuperb city, till it was deitroyed 
by Alexander the Great, to oblige the Grecian cour- 
tezan Thais. Thefe ruins arc about the dillancc 
of thirty Englifh miles from the city of hchiras. 
They are fituatcd in a fine plain, which is about tao 
miles in length, and only fix or feven in breadth. 
This plain is overflowed with water feveral months 
in the year, which occafions it to be fo exceedingly 
fertile, particularly in rice, that it is covered with 
little villages, or hamlets, to the number, as the in- 
habitants aflert, of 83d including; thofe which are 
fituated in the adjacent mountains. 1 he ruins ap- 
pear like an amphitheatre, and are fituated in a kind 
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various figures. 



of femieirele, formed by the mountains. The an- 
cient palace of tlic Perfian nlonarchs, which was 
formerly called the houfe of Darius, and which the 
modern inhabitants term Chil-miuar, or the palace 
of Forty Pillars, is fituatcd at the foot of a moun- 
tain, which hath fdr time immemorial been known 
by the name of the Royal Mountain. Near the 
mountains arc ttvo ancient fepulchres of Pcrliafi 
monarchs, the fronts of which are ornamented with 

Near Derbent there are the ruins 
of a wall which extend 50 leagues in length ; arid the 
wall is faid to have reached from the Cafpian to the 
Euxine feas ; and 011 the fide of that city are above 
6000 grave-ftones, molt of which have Arabic in- 
fcriptions. There is not, perhaps, any kingdom or 
empire whatever whichhasundergone greaterrevo- 
lutions than that of Perlia, to recount which would 
be too extenfive to be here admitted. We (hall 
therefore only mention the molt recent, which was 
occafioned by the celebrated Kouli Khan, who, in 
the year 1734, was fo exceeding fuccefsful againft II empire. 



■ 

ftrtick the next oh the left fliouldcr with fitch force, 
that the fa lire lodged in the fpinc or hack hone, and 
ft tick fo faftthat, before he could withdraw it, the 
remaining a fluff! 11s difpatchrd him, and cut off his 
head, which they took with them, and having bu- 
ried their companions, they retired. When the peo- 
ple heard of his death they were greatly rejoiced. 
They immediately put to death his blind ion, and his 
grand Ton, and even all his women, left: any of iherii 
fhould be pregnant by him ; fo much did they de- 
teft the breed of his cruel and bloody tyrant, who 
feems to have thrown Nero, and all the inhuman 
monfters of antiquity, at a diftance. Since the death 
of Kouli Khan, all lias been, and ftill is, anarchy and 
confufion in that unhappy country. Several of his 
family, as well as others, have been, and are, con- 
tending for the empire ; but as their various fuc-- 
cedes, and the late revolutions, are not known in 
Europe, at leaflnot properly authenticated, we mult 
conclude our hiftorical obfervations on the Perfian 



the Turks and Tartars, as to conquer all the open 
country of Georgia and Armenia. In 1735 he de- 
ftroyed great part of the Turkifli army at Arpa 
Kavi. In 1736 the young Shah Abbas (the then 
emperor) died, when Kouli Khan convened the 
Perfian chiefs and nobles, and told them that they 
were at liberty to chufe an emperor. They there- 
fore unanimoufly begged him to accept of the 
crown, being, indeed, afraid to do otherwife. Ha v- 
ing mounted the throne, he ruled the Perfians with 
a rod of iron, deftroyed many of the Royal family, 
and putting to death all the nobility, except thofe 
who were deemed idiots, or whofe underltanding 
he defpifed. He then feized many eftates, particu- 
larly the church lands? and having concluded a 
peace with the Turks and Ruffians, marched into 
the territories of the Great Mogul, defeated the ar- 
mies of that monarch, made himfelf mafter of 
Delhi, the capital of Hindoftan, took the Great 
Mogul himfelf prifoncr, put multitudes to the 
fword, and plundered the empire of jewels, gold, 
and other valuables, to the amount of 87,500,0001. 
fterling, a greater treafure than any other monarch 
in any age or nation ever before poflefled. Theft 
immenfe treafures he lodged in his hereditary prin- 
cipality of Chalat ; but did not truft the guarding 
of them either to Turks or Perfians, but to ia,ooo 
Georgians, all of whom were Chriftians. He then 
fubdued the Uibeck Tartars, and brought their 
country to be tributary to Perfia : after which he 
returned to Ifpahan, and feverely reprimanded his 
fon for the mal-adminiftration of affairs during his 
abfence. The year 1741 he fpent in quelling feve- 
ral infurre&ions. In all thefe expeditions he com- 
mitted unheard of cruelties. Among the rebels his 
eldeft fon proved one, for he attempted to murder 
him, but efcaped till the year 174^, when he was 
brought as a prifoner to his father, and had his eyes 
put out by order of that monarch. TheTurks hav- 
ing, in the year 1744, fct up a pretender to the throne' 
of Perfia, who gave out that he was a younger fon 
of the late emperor Shall Thomas, Kouli Khan fent 
one of his fons at the head of an army againft him. 
The pretended prince was defeated and taken pri- 
foner. Kouli Khan being informed of this, in a 
temporary fit of humanity, gave orders that he 
inight be permitted to efcape : neverthelefs, he di- 
rected that a8a of his followers fhould 'be beheaded.* 
In the year 1745 heagain marched againft the Turks, 
and defeated them ; but in 1746 and 1747, he was 
entirely employed in quelling domeftic broils, and 
inteftine rebellions. He was now generally looked 
upon to be in a ftate of infanity. His a&ions were 
ufually abfurd, and always unaccountable : fome- 
timesagleam of generofity and humanity would 
feem to direct his intentions, but avarice and the 
moft horrid cruelty at molt times predominated; 
He Was, however, on the fecond of July, 1747, af- 
faffinated by five of the principal officers of his 
guards. This event happened thus: theconfpira- 
tors entered his tent about one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when one of them (tumbling overfome of the 
cords that fattened it, Kouli Khan waked, ftarted 
up, feized his fabre, and with one blow cut off 
the head of him who was next to him. He then 



Peixa, anciently Bunemas, or Bunomia, in Ma- Pc jj lt 
cedonia, was feated at the mouth of the river Ac- 
tius, and was the birth place of Philip, and his fon 
Alexander the Great, which Philip was there edu- 
cated. He therefore enlarged it, and made it the 
capital of Macedonia. It had in its neighbourhood 
the tomb of Euripides, the celebrated tragic poet. 
It now lies in ruins, and is, by the Greeks, called Pa- 
latifia; i.e. the Little Palace. Fine marbles are 
daily dug out of its ruins. There were other places 
of the fame name. 

Pelusium. Ancient Pelufium is now called the peluGum. 
village Belbais, and jituated on the Peleufia branch 
of the Nile, for which reafon Damiata is often taken 
for Pelufium. This place is faid to have been fur- 
rounded with triple walls. 

■ 

PENiE L ,orPenuel, (fignifying,Thelight of God,) 
fo called by Jacob, on reciving the blefling after 
his wreftling with the angel, was a place near the 
brook Jaddok. It became afterwards a city of note j 
for we find Gideon pulled down one of its towers 
becaufe they had denied him bread. It was rebuilt 
by Jeroboam, who likewife erected three others. It 
flood by the Jordan, and belonged to the tribe of 
Gad. Strabo mentions a city adjoining to Tripolis, 
which was called by the fame name, at one end of 
Mount Li ban us. 

» 

. m 

Pergamus, or Pergamos, a city of the greateft Fergamui 
note in Afia Minor, but which, in time, became 
the metropolis of a feparate kingdom, faid to be 
founded about the year of Rome 74, and made a 
confiderable figure, was feated on a Spacious plain 
on the banks of the Caicus. It was the royal feat of 
the Attalic kings, and of Eumenes, and enriched 
with a library of 100,000 volumes ; for the trans- 
cribing of which parchment was here tfrft invented ; 
and by the Latins thence called Charta Perga- 
mena, or Pergamenum. Ptolemy, king of Egypt, 
gave is ufeful contrivance, by prohi- 

ting the exportation of the Pagyrus, in order to 
defeat the defign of Eumenes, which was to caufe 
all the valuable books then extant to be carefully 
tranferibed, and thereby make a collection that 
might vie with Alexander's famed library at Alex- 
andria. Here were likewife invented thofe coftly 
hangings, * l^y us called tapeftry, by the Romans 
named Aulcea, from Aula, a hall, becaufe the hall 
of Attalus, who invented them, was the firft room 
adorned with this furniture. Galen, the famed bo- 
tanift and phyfician was born in this city ; and here 
Efculapius is faid to have pra&ifed phyfic. To 
fpeak of it at prefent, Pergamos is not a very con- 
fiderable town (incomparifon) of Phrygia, in Afia 
Minor ; but the plain abou t it is fo well watered by the 
Pitanus, as well as the Caicus, which fall into the 
Hermus, that it is one of the moft fertile in this 
country, efpecially in corn . At a fmall diftance is 
another river, fmaller, and more rapid, called, by 
the ancients, Selehus, Which falls into the Caicus a 
little below the town ; on the other fide whereof is 
a ftately mofque, formerly a Chriftian church. The 
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ancient cathedral was dedicated to St. John ; but 

nothing is now left of it, except fomc oi the wall*. 
The Cbrifthms licrc now arc hut ten or twelve mi- 
serable families, who are allowed a church ; but 
the Turks are (aid to be between a and 3000 fouls. 
On the call fide (lands the ruins of an ancient palace ; 
and mati.y other antiquities arc here and there fcen, 



veral hills, which furround this mountain, ftand 
divers fortrcfles communicating with the cattle., be* 
ingencompufled with large walls, which extend into 
the plain. Within the place arc feveral heaps of 
frcc-ftoncs and pieces of marble, but no footftepfi 
of buildings. There arc a great number of edifices 
halfdemolifhcd. It is natural to fuppofc here were 



luch as a parcel of fine marble columns; a noble (lately temples of white marble, fumptuous palaces. 



bafs-relief of a man on horfeback, curioufly carved j 
the remains of an aqueduct, of which fix arches yet 
(land over a brook, and farther fouth fix others, 
with fpacious vaults under them* 

PfiTRA, the capital of Arabia Pctrea-, feems to have 
been denominated, by theHebrews,Selah, (a Kings, 
xiv. 7.) both which words are of the fame import, 
viz. Rock, in Greek and Hebrew ; Petra being but 
a tranflation of Selah. St # Jerome intimates, that, 
among the Syrians it went by the name of Rekem, 
and that the latter was the fame town in the text jud 
quoted, ftiled Joktheel. Petra was the chief for- 
trefs of the Idumreans, Edomites, or Nabatheans, 
and derived its name from its rocky fituation. It is 
agreed that it was acceffible only by one narrow 
path, which, with the deepnefs of the afcent, rendered 
it almoft impregnable. It was feated in a plain full 
of gardens, but furrounded with rocks, according 
toStrabo. Pliny fays nearly the fame, and that the 
Nabatheans inhabited the city of Petra, (ituated in 
a plain watered by a river, and encompaflcd by in- 
acceffible mountains. A great diverfity of opini- 
ons in this particular prevails among the moderns ; 
but we (hall only obferve, that it is, by the approved 
judicious, allowed mod probable that Errakim, 
or Arrakeh, a town in a north direction from Ha- 
gra, near Caracha, feems to correfpond bed with 
the Petra of the ancients. There were feveral other 
places which had the name of Petra : and particu- 
larly one in the third Paledine ; but then, as Jerome 
and Eufebius extend Paleftine as far as the Red Sea 
to Elath, it comprehended Idumcea and Arabia Pe- 
trea. 

Phaset-us was a tower in Jerufalem, of very 
great circumference. 

Phiala Lake, fittiated not far from the Sama- 
chonite Lake, in the Holy Land, is now known to 
be the true fonrce of the Jordan. That it was fo was 
long difputed ; but the doubt was decided by Phi- 
lip the Tetrarch, who cadingftraw or chaff into it, 
they came out at Panion. The name, whichjfignifies a 
phlal^ was common to other waters of the fame kind. 
It is fituated in the midd of a mod delightful coun- 
try, which is alfo fo well adapted for the carrying 
on of bufinefs, that marts or fairs are held there all 
the fummer by the neighbouring people. 

Philippi properly belongs to Thrace, but is by 
mod gepgraphers placed in Macedon, purfuant to 
the divifion ever (ince the time of Philip, the father 
of Alexander, who having reduced the country 
between the Strymon (the ancient boundary of Ma- 
cedon) and the Neflus, or Neftus, added it tq his he- 
reditary kingdom, whence that track was ever after 
looked on as a part of Macedou. It afterwards be- 
came a Roman colony. It was fituated on ^.rifing 
ground,abounding with fprings; having on the north 
hJe feveral hills, covered with woods ; on the fouth 
a marth, which reached to the iEgean Sea ; on the cad. 
the ftreightsof Symbdon, and on the wed a large 
plain extending to the Strymon. On this plain, the 
probable boundary between Macedon and Thrace, 
was the memorable battle between Brutus and 
Caffius, and Anthony and O&avianus, afterwards 
Auguftus. St. Paul preached in this city, convert- 
ed many, and wrote to them from Rome the epidle 
%ye have in the New Teftament by fuch title. To 
fpeak of it in its prefent date, it is fituated near the 
borders of Romania, about 190 miles from Con- 
dan tinople. The Greeks, we are told, dill call it 
Philippige (Land of Philip.) The fird thing ap- 
parent to travellers is the cadle on a mountain, 

very large, and the walls almoft entire. On the fe- 



and magnificent monuments ; the broken remains of 
all which afford beholders a grand idea of ancient 
nrchite&ure. This town is Hill an archbifliop's fee ; 
but it retains nothing of its ancient fplcndor, and 
is very thin peopled. 

Ptolemais. Ptolemy makes Ptoleraais, and Bar- PtoUaay 
ca, inCyrenia, two different cities, placing the for- 
mer in the ifland, the latter on the coaft. This 
Ptolemaisis now commonly called Tolmeta. 



K. 




Abbath, or Kabbah, (a word importing great Rabbah. 
and populous,) the metropolis of tbc Am- 
monites, to diftinguifli it from the city of Moab, 
which bore the famen3me or epithet, was called Kab- 
bah of the children of Amnion. This capital feems 
to have been diftinguiftied into two parts, Rabbah 
properly fo called, and the City of Waters. Whence 
thefe waters were derived to it, whether from the 
Jabbok, or from exuberant fprings in or about it, 
isnot determined. W c have fome authority tofay, 
it was the mod delightful part of the city, and that 
the king's houfe flood there, from whence this part 
may have been diled the Royai City. This, part 
(before which fell -he brave Uriah) Joab took, and 
then fent to David, who came accordingly, with all 
his forces, and took the pther.part. Kabbah was 
alfo famous for being the place where the great iron 
beddead of Og, king of Radian, was fecn. iupro- 
cefsof time, this city was called Philadelphia from 
Ptolemy Philadelphia, who jumptuoufly rebuilt it, 
and for ages was a city of eminence. 

1 

Ragaba was a fortrefs in the territory of the Ge- Ragaba. 
rafens, beyond Jordan. 

r • 

r 

Raphia, a city, is placed by Strabo and Livy in R.i P hi*. 
Phoenicia, by Ptolemy in Samaria,- and by Pliny in 
Idumsea. But as it ftood near Gaza, between it and 
Rhinocolura, it is by other geographer^ counted > 
amongd thofe of Paledine. it is particularly f^- 
mous for the decifive battle between Antiochus, 
king of Syria, and Ptolemy Euergetes, wherein tfte 
former was defeated, forced to withdraw to A>n- 
tioch, and quit all his conqueds. 

• * * 1 • 
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Rephaxm. The. Valley of Rephaim, from a test R ep hainL 
in Jofliua, appears to lie near Jerufalem, in the con- 
fines at lead of Judah and Benjamin. Travellers 
inform us, that the road from Jcrufalern to Bethlc-i 
hem lies through this valley, famous for being the 
theatre of feveral victories obtained by David over 
the, Philidines. As to the Rephaims, confidere.d as 3 
nation, race, pr family, they are modly placed in 
Baflian, where reigned Og, the declared lad of their 
race. They were,, as the name manifeds, men of 
gigantic dature, that of Og himfelf being repr 
iented by the fize of his beddead, &c. In the.book 
of Geneus, the Rephaims are reckoned as one of th© 

ten nations whofc land was proiuifed to the feed of 
Abraham. 



Rhinocolura was fituate near the mouth of theRhmoco- 
Bafau, (fuppofed that called in fcripture, River of lura * 
the Wildernefs,) and placed, by ancient geographers 
fometimes in Syria and fometimes in Egypt* to 
which lad kingdom it; once belonged. It is now, we 
are told, called Pharamica, and was drongly forti- 
fied during the holy war, to prevent the Turkifli 
[. auxiliaries coming out of Egypt into Paledine, 
fioce which time it is gone to decay, and is an in-> 
considerable place. 
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Samaria. 




S. 



ABA in Arabia Felix. The Snbari fcem to have 
pofTefled a considerable, territory in the S. and 
belt part of this pcninfula. It wascclebrated amongft 
the ancients for the vaft quantity of frankincehfe it 
produced. Saba, its metropolis, according to an- 
cient geographers, flood upon an hill at no corilider- 
able distance from the Red Sea,'bein£a large, opu- 
lent and ftrong city. It was defended by a caftlc, 
and, as has been fuppofed by many learned men, to- 
gether with the Arab nation in general, the relidence 
of the queen of Sheba. The Arabs allert both the 
town and diftricft to have been fo denominated from 
Saba, the fon of Jexhad, and grand fon of Joktan, 
whofe name imports to lead into captivity ^ becaufS 
he w&sthe firft who reduced men to a ftate of fervi- 
tude. The aforefaid Sheba is faid, beiides this city 
of her name, t6 have built that famous mound 
which formed the yaft refervoir about it, by means 
whereof, it received all thfc waters that came down 
from the mountains, the kings of Yaman did not 
only fupply the inhabitants of Sabk and their lands 
with water, but likewife kept the territories they 
had fubdued in greater awe, fotf by cutting diem off 
from a communication with it, they could at any 
time greatly diftrefs them. This building flood like 
a ritountain above the city, and was by the Sabeans 
efteemed fo ftrong, that they were under no appre- 
henfion of its ever failing. Each family had a por- 
tion of the water diftributed by the aqueduds. But 
tit length a mighty flood broke down the mound by 
night, while the inhabitants were afleep, and carried 
away the city with the neighbouring towns and peo- 
ple. This inundation in the Koran, ftyled, * 4 The 
inundation of Al-Aren," occafioned fo terrible a 
deftruction, that henceforth it became proverbial, 
thus to exprefsa total difperfion, u They were gone 
arid fcattered like Sheba." It is the moft received 

opinion that this cataftrophe happened about the 
time o£ Alexander the Great. ; 
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Samaria (or Sebafte) was fituated in the tribe of 
Ephraim, 45 miles N. of Jerufalem. It was the 
capital city of the kingdom, and royal feat of the 
kings of Ifrael, till a period was put to that king-" 
dom. Hence Samaria often in the Old Teftament 
denotes fuch whole kingdom. Samaria, when un- 
der king Ahab, was twice befieged by Benhaded, 
king of Syria, and other confederate princes, with 
un immenfe army, and, in the courfe of the latter 
liege, reduced to the direft extremity-: the army, 
however, at length, through a judicial terror, raifed 
the fiege with the utmoft precipitation. In the year 
before Chrift 711 Salamanazar, king of AfTyrja, 
took the city after three years, and carried away" 
the ten tribes of Ifrael (or moft of them) into cap- 
tivity, and fo put an end to that kingdom after it 
had ftood 0,54. years divided from that of Judah. 
The enemy committed the moft horrid cruelties on 
their captives, fo.that Samaria was reduced almoft 
to an heap of rubbifh, and all the land laid wafte. : 
This melancholy and fatal end of that kingdom 
happened in the 6th year of Hezekiah and 9th of 
Hofea. But Samaria muft have been foon repaired, 
for colonies were thereupon fent either by Sala- 
manazar, or his fucceflbr, to re-people the land of 
Ifrael, chiefly from Cutha^ whence the new inhabi- 
tants were called Cutheans. Fronvfome religious 
and other caufes it feems a mutual hatred fublifted 

a 

between the Jews and Samarians, the former abo- 



at that lime avoided the common calamity of t life 
country. But afterwards, taking'.btljcr meafiilc^ 
they were, together with the reft of the J6ws, extir- 
pated out of Paleftine by Adrian,, antf'tfte city 
fince gone to decay. Thi melancholy fragment's 6f 
this once fanftous city ftand upon a long mount of 
an oval figure, having firft a fruitful valley, and 
then a. riling hill running about it. i^he 1 Turks 
have erecteda mofque here', into which they let any 
Chriftian for a fmall jticce of money . 
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. Samosata, once the capital of CorHagett^PrbpehV samofata. 
was fituated on the Euphrates, near the confines of 
Armehi'a Major. It was the relidence of Antibchus 
Afiaticus, after Pompey had confined 'his kingdom 
to this fniall province, tfhd ftnpped him 6f the reft 
of Syria- It was the native place of the 'witty Iijn£ 
cian. It is now called Scempfal, but is only a poor 
village;, fim'olihded with ah heap of ruins of theatrH 
fcient citye 
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Scythopolis. . See Bethfan. 



• 4 



, .Scythopolij 
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Seleucia* There were nine cities of this name scieuda. 
built by Seleuciis, .but diftinguiflied by Ibme adr! 
jundl ; fqme^of th.e moft eminent of .which •follow. 1 
Seleucia on the Tigris, fo called from Seleuciis Ni- 
canor*, its founder, who made it the metropolis- of 
his empire beyond the Euphrates. . Scleucia, jfur- 
named Trachonitis, or Afpera* (an appellation well 
agreeing, with the mountains and rocky country 
of Cilicia, on which it ftood,) about twelve miles 
from the lea, on the banks of the Calicednus. .1x3 
bifliopric became fubjetf: to the patriarch of Con- 
ftantinpple about the ninth century. Its modern 
name is Selefchi. Seleucia furnamed Pieria, on 
the north fide of the Ofbnies, now reduced to a poor 
village called Seluki Jelber. Scleucia Pifidice, called 
Seleucia ad Taurum, becaufe it flood on fome 
part of that ridge of mountains ; and Seleucia Fer- 
rea, perhaps from riron mines or manufactures, is 
nowin ruins. , 
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SEPPHoRrs, a city of Galilee. It flood in the tribe sep r h 
of : Zebulun, and was one of the firft cities in Galilee 
on the road from Ptolemais. It became in time the 
metropolis of that province, when the Emperor gave 
it to young Agrippa- The yqunger Varus* the Ro- 
man general, taking it, fold the inhabitants by auc- 
tion, fet fire to the city, and reduced it to aflies* 
Herod Antipater haying the territory of Galilee for 
his fliare of the government, rebuilt it, and fur- 
rounded it with ftrong walls, fo that it became one> 
of the belt cities in the canton. 



oru. 



Shiloh in Canaan, where was fet up the taberria- shiio. 
cle, in which was kept the ark, and where the ark 
remained till juft before the death of Eli, wis fitua- 
ted in ; the tribe of Ephraim. After the Philiftines 
took the ark, Shiloh fell fo to decays that Jeremiah, 
foretelling the deftru&ioii of Jerufalem, fays, it 
would be brought into the fame ruinous condition 
with Shiloh. And Jerome fays there was nothing 
left of it in his time but the foundation of the 
altar of burnt facrifices. 



Sichem, Sechem^ or Shechem. The proper and Sichem, 
original name feems to have been Shalem, which iu 
time grew out of ufe among the Israelites, they cal- 
ling it : Shechem and Sichem, from Shechem, the 
fon of Hamor. It ftood ten miles E. from 1 Hyrca- 
nion, was feveral times ruined and rebuilt, had been 



miuating even the name of the latter, and thofe on I one of the cities of refuge given to the Levitcs, and* 
their part always difclaiming any kindred with them II was made the metropolis of Samaria, after the demo- 



in time of adverlity, though forward enough to 
claim it in time of prosperity . After divers revolu- 
tions it was at length taken by Ariftobulus, and its 
region, together with Galilee, and again reftored to 
Judea. Samaria was partly rebuiltby Gabinius, and 
new called Sebafte by Herod, who put the finifhing 
ftroke to it. It was made the metropolis of Pale- 
ftine Secunda under the Romans, and an archbi- 
fhopric under the Chriftians. Herod Agrippa ob- 
tained it of the emperor Caligula, and fiding with 



lifliing the city of that name 

* 

* 

Sidon is properly to be ftiled the metropolis of sidon. 
Phoenicia. It borrowed its name from Sidon, the 
eldeft fon of Canaan, by whom it is faid to have been 
built : though it is not univcrfally agreed, that the 
name was derived from the faid Sidon. Sidon is ^ 
faid to have been the greateft of the maritime cities 
in general, having long enjoyed an enriching trade, 
which caufed fuch voluptuoufnefs in the inhabi-. 



the Romans againfl the Jews under Vefpafian, they II tants, that to live at eafe and pleafure is denoted it 
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by Ion. It h called Mcmnonica, by Herodotus and 
others, from Mcnuion its founder. 1 11 Scripture it is 
couftaritly nnmcd the Palace ; but befides the king's 
palace, tljcre wasdoubtlcfs a city, as is plain from all 
the profane writers The wealth and magnificence 
of], this city may be gathered from the vafi wealth 
found in it by Alexander the Great, when it was 
furrendcred to him fome little, time after. the battle 
of Arbela, or rather Ganga.^ela, twenty days after 



before 
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Judges xvliij 7* hy living aftcMhcir ipanncr. The 
men being fliipwrights wen; ycrv famous for hewing 
timber (tfee I Kings v. 6,)'. aijd therefore Solomon 
had thence life principal workmen to build the tem- 
ple. They ar? ajlowcd alfp to have been excellent 
artificers in other trades, and fa id to fjuve been the 
firft maker? <?f chryftal glafs. It was tajcenby the 
Saracens m 936, and recovered, repaired, and for- 
tified by the Chriftians in 1 103, and was held by the 
Teutonic knights, and had a fort guarded by the 
knight templars, fince which the Turks, having 
njajie themfelyes matters of it, liave let it run into 
decay. It h now named Said or Sayd, ;r and is 
fituated in 3 fertile and delightful foilj .(hough but 
3 fmall tpwh. ( The great mofque is -hand fome as 
well as large > and the public bagniq is in gopd 

condition. The haven is large but unfafe, and the 
(hips are. forcpd to ri.^e, under 4 fnjalj ridge of 
rocks about. p. mile from, fhore on the.norxheni.fide. 
Sidbn is reckoned to contain about 6006 inhabi- 
tants. The Turks have 14 mofques, Roman Ca- 

tholics, and Greeks, each a church, and the Ma- || fention happened .w}tbin,^which coming to ^he ^ars 
ronites a chapel. They carry on a cbniid'crable 
trade. Provilions are very plenteous and cheap, and 
the air is fo clear as to attra<5V wild beafts and birds 
in-great numbers into the country adjacent, Sidon, 



feaft 185 days. It is faid thjis city now lies in ruin* 
by the name of Schopfter. : , . f 
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TArichea was a to wn of Galilee, lituatcon^n emj- rariche*. 
nence by tl\e lake of GcjViSareth, over ag#inft 
G«7mala. Ith#ving;been befieged by Titqs both by 
]and .and water, ipade d.efperate.defenccyXill adil 



of the Roman general, it was taken by ftprm.. . 
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gave 



Siloah, or Siloam, is a fountain in the valley of 
Jehofliaphat, from which all the gardens of it are 
watered. The Turks hold this water fo facred , that 
numbers of them almoft every day wafh therein. 
Its waters are now faid to be an immediate cure for 
fevers. Over againft this fountain, on the other 
fide of the valley, is the place called Siloe, where 
Solomon is faid to have kept his ftrange wives. 

1 r 

# * * 

Sin, wildernefs of. This wildernefs, we arc told in 
Exodus, lay between Elim and Sinai. Here it was 
that heaven firft fent the Ifraelites manna:, - 
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Sinai, wildernefs and mount. There are many 

windings and difficult ways between the defeats of 
Sin and" Sinai. The latter is a beautiful plain more 
thanoneleaguebroad, near three long, lyingopen to 
the nonh-weft, but clofed up to the fouth by fome of 
thelower eminences of the mount. In this direction 
like wife the higher parts of it make fucb encroach- 
ments upon the plain, that they divide it into two 
parts, each of them capacious enough for the 
Ifraelites whole encampment. There are now con- 
vents upon thisfpot, and fuch ludicrous and enthu- 
fiaftic ftories related concerning religious bigots, as 
cannot be defcribed without offending a ferious and 
intelligent reader. • 

Sodom feenis to have been the chief of the five 
cities, and the delightful plain or. valley ; n which 
it ftood allured Lot to pitch his tent near it, and 
afterwards to dwell in it, though fo deteftably in- 
famous for that moft odious and (hocking crime 
agsdnft nature* from which this city derived its 
name* ... 

Stkaton's Tower. SeeCasfarea. 

Succoth was the name of two places. That in 
Exodus was the place of the Ifraelites firft en- 
campment after their departure from Ramefes. But 
little of the geography of this and forae other places 
mentioned in the journal of the Ifraelites, is at this 
time known; This Succoth muft not be confounded 
with. that fituated near the river Jordan, between 
that and the Jabbok} which Jacob called by that 
name wheu he came out of Mefo.pota.tnia the*' 
the former may have been fo called in imitation of 
the latter, on account of the booths or tents which 
the people fet up there. 

* . 

Susa. The Scripture Shufan (now called Schou- 
fter) was the metropolis of the Sufiana province, 
built on the banks of the river Eulreus (by Daniel 
called Ulai) by Memnon, as fome fay, who wasflain 
by thcTheflalians in the Trojan war. Strabo and 
Paufanias compare its walls even with thofe of Ba- 



Tarshi;s.h, fpn of Javan^ fettled in the eaft part 
of the fouth track of Alia. Minor is very probate; 
for. the name of Tarfus, the chief town of Cilicia,, i$ 
thought to carry .fome probable marks of its being 
firft founded by Tfir/liilh hirjnfelfj or fome of Jiis 
descendants. It is aifirmed by an hiftorian of cre- 
dits that the city was fo called from Tarfhifh, and 
that Cilicia was originally known by the name of 
Tarfhifh. Indeed, it is. fcarcely doubted that thh 
was the Tarfhifh fo often mentioned by the pro- 
pbetjson account of its trading with Tyre. 



Tarshiih. 



.Tarsus, in Cilicia. as afcrefaid, feems to have Tarfm, 
I boP'Qwed its name from T;jrlhiJh. Jt was at firft 
{he metropolis, of Cilicia, and after Conftantine's di- 
vifion of Cilicia Prima. It wq$ the native city of 
I ^t..Pa«vd (though an Hebrew of the Hebrews, or a 
Jew both by father 3nd mother's fide,) and, accord* 
[>ingto Strabo in former times, not inferior, . for the 
ftudy of philofophy and polite literature, either to 
Athens or Alexandria. The inhabitants enjoyed . . 
the privileges of Roman citizen^according tp the 
Banbian Law, which the apoftl'e thought prpper to 
|, claim and. ufe upon feveral occaGons, as recorded 
in.tJje Adts. The Tarfians, to ingratiate themfelve^ 
vvfith Julius Ciefar, changed itjie city's name into 
Juiippolis ; but the old namefurviyed the new; and 
it U.to this day. by the Greeks called Terfia, or Te- 
rafTa, by the Turks Tarfow, and fometimes Hern- 
fa.' It is fo reduced that the remains hardly merit 
notice. 

■ 

• * « * < 

Taurus is the greateft mountain of Afia, and here- Taurai. 
tofpre thought the greateft in the world. It runs 
from, weft to eafl: ynder feveral names, through di- 
vers large kingdoms and countries even to India, 
whereby all Afia is divided into two parts, of which 
tftflt on the north fide is called y/fia intra Taururn^ and 
that on the fouth Afia extra Taurum. It alfp pafles 
between Armenia and Mefopotamia, and fends forth 
many branches under divers particular names to- 
wards, the north and fouth,. , > 

» 

. Th.abor, Mount, of which name there was a city Thabor. 
Upon it, called Itahyrioi}, or Itabyr, and Atabyrion, 
irt thfi plain of Efdraeion^ in Jutlasa, not far diftant 
from Nazareth. Ip the fevepth; century it is defcri- 
bed t.Q have beqn of wonderful regularity, verdaut 
andflprid. A modern traveller thus defcribes it. 
c< It has a plain area at top moft fertile and deli- 
cious, of an oval figure. This area is enclofed with 
treqs on all parts, except to the fouth. It was an- 
ciently environed with walls, trenches, and other 
fortifications, of which it exhibits many remains at 

this day. 

TlBEfciAS. See Genezareth. Herod the tetrarch Tibcmr 
of Galilee (Antipas) building a city on the north 
bank of Genezareth, and calling it Tiberias, in ho- 
nour of Tiberius, the lake thence took this name 
alfo. The city was built on a fpot fpli of fe- 
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pulchres : but the great privileged granted by He- 
rod to people for becoming Inhabitants* which 
overcame their Scruple of conscience 3s to poIIuti6fl 
by dead bodies* Sec* made it quickly become one 
of the principal cities of tliefe parts. It is faid to 
have had in it 13 Synagogues and an academy ; 
that here was thelaft fcllluiis of the Sanhedrim, or 
chief council of the Jews ; and here the Talmud, 
or body of the Jewifli civil and canon law, \V&s 
collected. 

Timmah was firft afligned to the tribe of [udafy 
but afterwards to that of Dan. In the days of Eu- 
febius and Jerome, a great town, named Tharrtnah, 
lay in the borders of Diapolis, towards JemSaletn, 
which is fuppofed to have been the fame with that 
forhierly called Timnah; 

a ■ ■ * 

* 

Tirzah is mentioned frequently in Sacred hiftof yy 
as being long the regal city of the kings of Ifraef* 
From an expreffibn in the Canticles, it appears td 
have been beautiful and pleafant to live in 3 but its 
fituation is not certainly determined. . 



axachoniti* TKACHONlTiSj a region of Judea, which Seems 

to have derived its name from two famous mo-un- 

» • * - • * * 

tains, which Strabo calls Trachones. The greatqft 
part of it had Such ridges of rocks and mountains, 
efpecially on the fides of Arabia and Itureas that 
fome of them had caverns large enough to lodge 
1000 men. It, together vyith Iturea, made one te- 
trarchy in the time of Our Saviour. Luke iii. 1 . 



Tripoli*. 



■ roglo 



Tripolis, in Phoenicia, called Ruad by the Turks, 
and Tripolis in Syria, to dilHnguifh it from others, 
{lands on the Levant Sea, the fame coaft with 
Jamnia and Joppa, above Sidon. It had its name 
from its forming three cities, each one furlong 
diftant from the other; one whereof belonged to 
the Aradians, or ancient kingdom of Arad ; the 
Second to the Sidonians ; and the third to the 
Tyrians. It is ftill divided into the upper and 
lower city, and is in a flourilhing condition, be- 
ing large, populous, and ftrong, adorned with mul- 
berry-tree plantations for lilk-worms, from which 
is drawn confiderable profit. The walls are ftrong, 
and fortified with feveral towers. The caftle is the 
rcfidence of the beglerbeg, and garrifoned by two 
hundred janiflaries. It is a ftrong fortrefs, fituated 
on an eminence, and well ftoreil with canon. On 
account of its importance, it is deemed the me- 
tropolis of Phoenicia. The haven is rather an open 
fea than an enclofed harbour, unlefs that it is 
partly defended by two fmail iflands about two 
leagues from it. There are fix fquare towers, or 
caftles, along the fliorc, well fortified with artillery. 
The town contains about 8000 houfes, and 60,000 
inhabitants, who conlift of Turks, Jews, and. Chris- 
tians. The river hath a good ftone bridge over it 
for the convenience of paflengers, and the ftream 
turns feveral mills. The air is extremely clear and 
healthy, the country about very rich and fruitful, 
and the town Supplied with every thing defirable. 
Among the handfome buildings is a great mofque, 
once a Chriftian church, a large and ftately edifice. 
The Chriftians have fome monaftcries and hand- 
fome chapels, and the Jefuits an handfome college. 
This city was famous in the holy war, being one of 
the four capital cities the Chriftians had in thefe 
parts. 

Troglodytes. In their manner of life the great- 
eft part of them nearly refembled the Libyan No- 
xnades. They were divided into tribes, but attain- 
der one head. A part of them fought with clubs, 
carrying before them round ftiields, made of raw 
ox hides. Many, however, ufed bows and arrows. 

Tyre, on the coaft of Phoenicia Proper, was anci- 
ently named Sor. It is commonly called the Daugh- 
ter of Sidon,«nd ftood alfo upon the fea,aoo furlongs 
to the South of Sidon. It had two havens, one look- 
ing towards Sidon, the other towards Egypt ; from 
whence it is plain that Tyre on the Ifland, and Old 
Tyre on the Main, were confidered as but one city 
after the ifthmus was thrown up between them, 
and poffibly there might have been buildings conti- 
No. 59- 



guous to each other. This famous emporium was 
never of very great cxtcht, for which rcafon they 
built So very lofty, and with more ftorics, it is Said, 
than the houfes at Rtome. The builidhigs, in £erie- 
ral, were' Spacious arid magnificent ; ahd above tlie 
reft appealed the temples built bffciYig ftliWttf 



Jupiter* rtercnleisi and Arftkrt&i At Is now c 



Sur, arid is* a mc*4 babel of brbkefc/Walliiy piffarSj* 
vaults, &di there h6t being brtd edtif^hoiiSe J'eftV 
Itsp^eSeritinhabitant^dre oiilyafeWpbbr.v^retcliesy 
vtho hfcrlxiur ill vaults, ahd fubftft chiefly by fifths.; 
King Hirairi is famed, ih Sacred hmfy^&r Vriaini 
taihino-a ftrift friendfliip ^nd :! ain f dli^ 'Mtfi'MiW 

DaVldT presenting hi* ivith ca^V4Viild!iehd^g 
hirrl flcilfdl workmen tb'btiUd A pkjy C e : ; : M efi'ter? 
tained the fahic affetfibH fol" his 1 Wh 
Solomon, which occalioned art liii&KMii'gc 6¥ let- 




when fid ptit all tlie inhabitants fie couidf find.to the; 
1 word, and deitroyea the ancient city,..,. But. many 
of the people had, in time, prudently retired* .with 
the cnier or .their effects, toaijijland atiofu^diltaftc^ 
frbm thdfbbre, wber'e theybuU 

Oil the Ifland. Theicfity, however* .'at'leugth fiib- 

mitted .to Nebuchadnezzar, w1k> appointed B&al 
I iubordihate king tnereor, under his- pwn.iupreine 
authority. Tn the reign of AzeTmi'c, Tyre was be- 
fieged by Alexander the Great, and taken by ftorm, 
after holding out Seven months. * After deftroying 
the place, and murdering; the jntrabi rants, he was 
very Sorry for his rafhnefs ; and, like other men. of 
the Same precipitate difpofition, who become wiSe 
too late, determined to add one evil to another ; 
in conSequence of which refolution he Seized moft 
of the artificers in the neighbouring countries, 
and having compelled them to rebuild the city, he 
obliged them to relide in it, left he fliould have 
a great city without any inhabitants. Such was 
the conduct of many of the great heroes of anti- 
quity, who fought for fighting fake, did injuries 
inftead of redreffing them, and quarrelled with 
every body to avoid being idle. Mr. Pope very 
juftly obferves, 

Heroes are much the Same, it is agreed, 
From Macedonia's madman to the Swede : 
The whole ftrange purpofe of their lives to find, 
Or make, an enemy of all mankind : 
Not one looks backward, onward ftill he goes, 
Yet never fees and inch beyond his noSc. 

Having thus rebuilt and re-peopled this ancient ci- 
ty, Alexander thought proper to ftile himSclf the 
Founder of Tyre, in order, it may be SuppoSed, 
to prevent the people from recollecting that he 
had been the deftroyer of Tyre. The city, in time, 
recovered its beauty and opulence, became confe- 
derate with the Romans, and was inverted with the 
privileges of a Roman city on account of its great 
fidelity. In the times of primitive Chriftianity, it 
was made the metropolitan fee for the province of 
Phoenicia. In 636 it was conquered by the Sara- 
cens, but in 1114 recovered by the Chriftians. Jn 
ia8o it was finally Subdued by the Turks, in whoSe 
hands it has continued ever fin ce. ThoSe infidels 
took it Soon after the reduction ofAcra, or Acre, 
where they committed fuch unheard of cruelties, 
that the Tyrians, terrified with the report thereof, 
betook themfelves to their fhips at midnight, and 
abandoned the city to their fury. They entered it 
the next day, and reduced it to the deplorable flot- 
ation of which the difmal ruins are ftill a monu- 
ment. We muft not omit to obferve, that the Ty- 
rians were particularly celebrated for dying purple, 
which was firft found out by them from an accident, 
viz. a dog's lips beingfinely tinged by eating of the 
fifli called conchilis. This fifli is a buccinum, a 
name given by the ancients to all fifties whofe fliells 
bear any reSemblance to an hunting horn ; and it 
appears from Pliny, that the famed Tyrian purple 
was obtained from it. This dye was So much va- 
lued in the time of the Roman emperors, on account 
of its being the imperial colour, that only one 
pound of it coft a thoufand Roman denarii, or above 
thirty pounds Iterling. 
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V. 

VIenke, capital of the province of Viennois, about 
feven leagues from Lyons^ at the foot of a 
mountain on the Rhine, has been a large, famous 
city, but now is not above a fourth of what it was, 
having its two old fortreffes demolifhed. The Alio- 
broges are faid to have founded it ; and it became a 
colony of the Romans, who adorned it with a pa- 
lace, amphitheatre, and other magnificent works, 
the ruins whereof are yet feem It was fome time 
the capital of Burgundy. The cathedral is ; aftately 
pile, as are fome other churches and public build- 
ings. The inhabitants are expert in mamifa&ures, 
particularly of plates of iron and fteel/paper* &c. 
by mills and engines. 

Ur, of the Chaldees, where Abraham w,as born, 
and whence he removed, at the Divine call, to Char- 
ran, and fo to Canaan. The word Ur fignifies fire. 
The moft probable opinion therefore is, that the 
city might be fo denominated from its inhabitants 
being worffiippersof the fun, and of fire, its emblem, 
and for having temples wherein the facred fire was 
kept always burning. The Chaldees were famed 
for it, and carried it, in great pomp, at the head of j 
their armies when they went to battle. 

Z. 

ZEbulon, his lot, or the land of his tribe. Ja- 
cob, in his prophetic bleffing of his fon Zc- 

bulon, fays, that he (hall dwell at the haven of the 



fca, and he fliall be for an haven of (hips, and his 

border fliall be unto Sidon. And fo it happened, 
that tribe's pofleffion being from, the Mediterra- 
nean, on the weft, to the lake of Genezareth,on the 
eaft, fide. 

Ziph, Wildernefs of. We find in Jofhua a city zipb. 
called Ziph, mentioned together with Carmel and 
Maon. We have alfo, in the hiftory of David, 
mention made of Carmel and Maon as adjoining to 
Ziph. So that it is not to be doubted, but in the 
wildernefs where was David, and where was the 
hill Afchelah, is to be under flood Ziph near Carmel 
and Maon. This is placed, by Jerome, eight miles 
eaftfron* Hebron. 

Zoar. The Syriac verfion reads Zoan. Itwaszow. 
probably the moft ancient royal feat of the Pha- 
raoh's ; for the miracles wrough.t by Mofes and 
Aaron before one of them, are exprefsly faid, in the 
Pfalms, to be done in the field of Zoan. 

a 

Zobah. That the country of Zobah pertained to Zobah. 
the Syrians, is evident from a Sam- x. 6. where we 
read exprefsly of the Syrians of Zobah ; and, from 
their being hired by the Ammonites, it appears 
that Zobah lay in the parts adjoining to the Am- 
monites. The kingdom of Damafcus is looked 
upon by the learned to have arifen out of that of 
Zobah, or to be no other than one and the fame 
kingdom, which formerly had Zobah, and after- 
wards Damafcus, for its capital city, as the feat of 



its kings 
lflitob. 



To the fouth of Zobah lay the land of 
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ARON meets his brother Mofes, who 

communicates to him the Divine will re- 
fpe&ing the deliverance of the Jfraelites 
from their cruel bondage in Egypr, 3a. 
Is declared high prieft, 41. His four fons, ibid. 
His rod buds, 50. Confirmed in the office of high- 
prieft, ib. His death, 51. 

Abba£ides y family of the caliphs fo called, their his- 
tory, 581, 58a. 

Abe^ the fecond fon of Adam and Eve, his pious 
difpofition, and acceptable facrifice to God, 8. 
Is murdered by Cain, his envious brother, ibid. 
See Cain. 



Tudah 



His 



addrefs to the armies of Judah and Ifrael, ibid. 
Obtains a compleat viiSory over Jeroboam, 12,8. 
His death and offspring, ib. 

Abimelech, king of Paleftine, falls in love with Sa- 
rah, the wife of Abraham, 15. Is cautioned, in 
a dreanj, againft having any criminal intercourfe 
with her, and excufes himielf, ib. Enters into a 
friendly league with Abraham on parting from 
hira, ibid. Afterwards renews the treaty with 
Ifaac, Abraham's fon, 18. 

■ ■ 

one of Gideon's feventy fons, flays -all 
his brethren except Jotham, who efcapes by 
flight, 75. Seizes the government, and reigns in 
an arbitrary manner, but isfometime after driven 
out of Shechem by the inhabitants of that city, 
in confequence of a fpeech pronounced by Jo- 
tham, ibid. 



ment, ibid. 



His guards are taken by an ambufh- 
He takes the outer town of Thebes 



by aflault; but the garrifon retire to the caftle, 
which they vigoroufly defend, 76. He is fmitten 
by a piece of mill-ftone thrown upon him from 
the walls by a woman, ibid. Is (lain, at his own 
requeft, by his armour bearer, ibid. 
No. 59. 




Abjuration, form of that prefcribed to the Jewifti 

profelytesby the Greek church, 631. 
Abner efpoufes David's intereft, 100. Is treache- 

roufly flain by Joab, 10 1 . 
Abram, his genealogy, ia. Extraordinary wifdom, 
ibid. Becomes the firft preacher, ibid. Removes 
to Canaan from Chaldea, where he eredts an al- 
tar, and offers facrifice, 13. Goes into Egypt 
with Sarai his wife ; difplayshis perfpicuity and 
eloquence, in a conference held with the learned 
there j and alfo introduces the fciences of arith- 
metic and aftronomy among the Egyptians, ibid . 
Returns to Canaan, parts land with, and fepa- 
ratesfrom, Lot, his brother, ibid. Vanquifties 
the Aflyrians, and refcues Lot and his family, 
14. Is entertained by Melchifedek, whom he 
prefents with fpojl*, ibid. God promifes him a 
fon by Sarah ; after which he offers up facrifice,- 
ibid. Predi&ion concerning his family, ib. He 
entertains three angels, who confirm to him God's 
promife of a fon, ib. Withdraws with Sarah to 
Gerer, 15. God tries his faith, by requiring him 
to offer up his fon Ifaac as a facrifice, 16. Dif- 
play of his faith and obedience on that occafion, 
ibid. His pathetic addrefs at the altar ; and the 
execution of the command prevented by a voice 
from heaven, ibid. His children by Cheturah, 
and their offspring, ibid. Propofcs a marriage 
between his fon Ifaac and Rebecca, daughter of 
Bethuel, 17. What palled between his fervant 
and Rebecca with relation to that bufinefs, ibid. 
His death and burial at Hebron, ibid. 
Abjalom, fon of David, treacheroufly kills Amnon 
at 3 fheep-fliearing, in revenue for his ill-treat- 
ment of hisfifter, Tamar, 106. Flies to Gefliur, 
ibid. Joab, by a ftratagem, obtains leaye for 
him to come into the king his father's prefence, 
ibid, Goes to Hebron, on a pretended vow, and 
prevails on the people to declare him king, 107. 
His horrid wickednefs, in compliance with Ahi- 
thophel's advice, ibid. His army defeated, and 
himfelf flain by Joab, 108. 
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/frlhV'i Hi* Ivan fgrcffion of the Divine command, 64, 
Excmplarily punifhed with death, 65. 



Make* fevcral conquefts, aic. His death, ibid. 
Sec alfo p. 3i'6, 319. 



Ad<vm, liis creation, and whence fo called, 7. Names 1) Alexander, one of the fons of Herod, his addrefsand 



the living creatures, ibid. Is enticed by Eve to 
tafte the forbidden fruit, 3. Shrinks, through 
guilt and fliamc, from the prefence of his Maker, 
who configns him to labour all his days as a pu~ 
nifhment for his crime, and expels him from pa- 
radifc, ib. His age, death, and number of his 
children, ib. 

# 

Adonihezck, the Canaanitifli commander, defeated 
and taken prifoner by the Ifraelites, who cut off 
his thumbs and great toes, in retaliation for his 
cruelty of the like kind which he had cxercifed 

- 011 ?o captive kings, 69. 

Adbnija// 7 cldeft fon of David, afpires to.the thronei 
-113. Is put to death by Solomon,'. i.i6j. J 

4 

Agriptxi) fon of Ariftobulus, account of his pro- 
jeflkm, and the honours conferred on him by the 
^'Romans, apa. His application to Antonia for 
^obtaining Eutychus an hearing of Tiberius, to 
s which the emperor confents, ^93. Is ignomini- 
pufly dragged to prifon, and loaded with chains, 
ibid. He is fct at liberty, and high honours con- 
ferred on him by Caius, vyho alfo be.ftows onhinx 
the tetrarchy of Lyfanins, 195, 196. Is favoured 
byClaudian, who continues him in his govern- 
ment, 310. His great liberality to the inhabi- 
tants of Berytus, 3 11. Endeavours, in a copious 
and elegant oration to the Jews, to difiiiade 
them from making war with the Romans, 372.. 
His elaborate epiftle to Caius Ca*far, on hearing 
of the dedication of his ftatue in the temple of the 
Jews, 51a. His magnificence and death, 313. 
Sec alfo 366 & feq. 

• * - 

Ahab, king of Ifrael, his wickednefs and idolatry, 
through the fedudtion of his wife Jezebel, 129. 
God's favour to him on his humiliation, 131. Se- 
verely reprehended and threatened by Elias, for 
the cruelty and perjury cxercifed againft Naboth ; 
but the judgment is mitigated as to himfelf, in 
. confeqiieiice of his contrition, ib. Is reproved by 
the prophet Micaiah, for his clemency to Benha- 
dad, and threatened with an heavy punithment, 
133. His death foretold by the prophet, 134. 
Is (lain in battle, ibid- 

Ahaz, king of Judah, his impious conduit, 147. His 
dominions ravaged by the AfTyrians, ib. Con- 
cludes an alliance with the king of Aflyria, re- 
wards the fervices of Tiglath-pilefcr, joinsin the 
idolatry of the Aflfrians, (huts up the temple, and 
fuppreiles the Divine worfhip, ibid. 

Aaaziafi, fon and fucceflbr of Ahab, king of Ifrael, 
promotes idolatry, 136. Dreadful judgments on 
his officers, who were fent to apprehend Elijah, 
ib. His death, ib. General maiiacre of all his 
fons, except Joafli, 14a. 

» 

Ahimeleck, the high-prieft,. entertains David, and 
gives him the fword of Goliath, 92, 93. His de- 
fence to Saul for his conduct, 93- Is put to the 
fword, with his family, ibid. 

» * 

Aiitephel, David's counfellor, who revolted to Ab- 
lalom, on finding his advice to the latter rejected, 
goes home, and hangs himfelf, 108. 

■ • 

Alexander conquers Darius and purfueshis vi&ories, 
175. Takes Tyre by alfault, ib. Goes againft 
Jerufalem, which he enters, and confers great 
favours on the Jews, 176. Partition of the empire 
at his death, 176, 177. 

Alexander Jannaeus, fucceflbr of Ariftobulus, being 
raifed to the throne, undertakes an expedition 
againft Ptolcmais, ac7. Bcficges and takes Gaza, 
7.0$. Is overcome by Demetrius, who retires 
from the feat of war, 109. Defeats the rebellious 
Jews, and practifes the mod horrid cruelties, ib. 



defence before Cazfar, ^54. 

Alexander, a fpurious one, impofes on the Jews, 284, 
Sent to the gallics, ib. 

r 

Alexandra obtains the favour and intereft of the 
Pharifees, and holds the reigns of government 
nine years, "210, ail. Her death and chara&cr, 
aia. - 

■ ■ • 

Alexandria, formerly a celebrated city in. Egypt, 
now poflefled by the Turks, defcription of-U,§75, 
676. 

tAlexandria,- a dreadful tumult there between the 
' \ Jews and the (Greeks, in conlequcnce of whiclrno 
"left than 50,006 of them were flain by the Romans, 



without diftin&ion of age or fex, 379. 



to w * ^ 



Alt, fucceffor of Othman in the caliph(hip,lrisi:tfnteft 
with Aifchah, Mahomet's widow, whom -lie de- 
feats and takes prifoner, 575. His frequ^nt fkir- 
mifhes, with the Moevia, the relation of Othman, 
ib. Is at length flain in a mofque by aflaffins, 
.ibid. . . • > , 

Altar of incenfe, 40. Of ftones raifed by Jofliua, 64. 
Between Gerizim and Gcbal, 66. In memory of 
the league between the borderers on both fides 
jhe river Jordan, 68. 

• ■ ■ 

Amalekites, account of their war with the Ifraelites, 
by whom they are defeated, and their camp taken 
andpl undered, 37. 

Amaxiah fucceeds Joafli, king of Judah, and be- 
gins his reign well, 143. His expedition againft 
the Amalekitesf 144*. -Lapfes into idolatry, and 
is reproved by a prophet, ib. Makes war upon 
Joafli, who takes him prifoner ; enters Jerufalem 
in triumph, and rifles the palace and temple, 145. 
Is flain by confpirators, ib. 

Amnon raviflies his fifter Tamar, 106. Is flain at a 
/ feaft by Abfalom's contrivance, ib. 

Amram, father ofMofes, his prayer and vifion, 29* 
He is aflured of the Divine protection, and is fa- 
voured with a Divine revelation, ibid. 

Ananus, high-prieft of the Jews, .is put to death by 
the Idumean foldiers in Jerufalem, 413. His ex- 
cellent character, ib. 

• • • 

Antediluvians , longevity of them, to. 

Antigonus put to death at the defire of Herod, 2,3a. 
See alfo p. 32,5. 

Antioch, formerly the metropolis of the eaft, its an- 
cient and prefent ftate defcribed, 676. . 

■ 

Antiochus, his expedition intoEgypt, and againft Je- 
rufalem, 185. Slays the people, and pillages the 
city and temple, 186. 

* 

w 

Antiochus Dionyfius, king of Damafcus, is flain in 

battle by Alexander, and his army routed, 
aio. 

Antiochus Epiphanes, his addrefs to Eleazar, whom 
he threatened with torments, if he did not con- 
fent to eat fwine's flefh, 494. His fpeech to the 
feven pious. fons and their mother, on the fame 
occaiion, and their heroic anfwers, 494 to 497. 
llefle&ions and commendation of their noble con- 
ftancy, 488, 489. 

Antipater, father of Herod, ftirs up the Jews againft 
Ariftobulus, in favour of Hyrcanus, 2,13. Applies 
to Aretas in behalf of Hyrcanus, whom he at- 
tends to the court of Arabia, 114. Taken off by 
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„//;' tptfrr, his proven/ and amiable character, 118* 
AlillH Ox far in the concjucft of Kj;ypt, ibid* 
(iiws fignjl proofs of Ins valour in refcuing Mi- 
tbrid ntcii, o'c. ii 9. Honours conferred on him, 
ibid. V* epaii *s the walls of Jrrtifalem j reft rains 
the fecliiions there by promilcs and menaces ; and 
promoter, his funs Phafacl and Herod, a2D. in- 
curs the envy of the principal Jews, who accufe 
him and his Tons to Hyrcanus, ibid. Sec alio 

P- 333 & frq- 

Antiquity, claim of the Jews to it aflertcd ; and the 
origin and caufe of the calumnies railed asrainft 
that people, 475, 476. 

Antonia* caftle of, taken by aflault, and burnt by the 
fedilious Jews, 376. Defcription of it, 43a. Un- 
fuccefsful attack upon it by the Romans, 444. 
The Romans get pofleffion of it in the night- 
time, 445. See alfo 676. 



B. 



king of Ifracl, his acts and character, 
he prophet denounces God's judge- 



J 
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ments againft him, but he ftill remains incor- 
rigible, ib. His death, and extirpation of his 
race, ib. 

Babel, tower of, built, if, Sybil's prophecy con- 
cerning it, ib. See alfo 178. 

Bahyhnijl) captivity, prediction and accompliftiment 
of it, 15a. 

Balaam and Balaak, their defigns againft the Ifrae- 
lites, by the interpolation of Divine Providence, 
fruftrated, 5a, 53. Balaam's remarkable pro- 
phecy, 53. 



proved to be dark, fabulous, and erroneous, &c. Banks m account of four raifed by the Romans for 



478, 481—484. 

Arabia 1 three eaftern countries fo called, an ample 
defcription of them, 6~6. 

Archclam^ fon and fuccefTor of Herod in the go- 
vernment of Judea, grants the requeft of the 
people, by making fatisfadtion for Herod's mif- 
demeanors, a 79» Sends a powerful body of for- 
ces to reflrain the fedkion railed by the people 
at the feaft of the Paflbver, ibid. Accufed before 
Ccefar by Antipater, 2,80. An information pre- 
ferred againft him to the emperor, and his de- 
fence, ibid, 

— 

Arefas overcomes Ariftobulus, and afiaults him in 
the temple, CL14. 

Ariftobulus, fucceflbr of Hyrcanus, aflumes the title 

His cruelty to his mo- 



and dignity of king, ao6. 
ther and three of his brethren, ib. 



The queen 



and others confpire againft him, by whom he is 
fiain, ibid. 



annoying the befieged injerufalem, 447 

Baptifm of a Jew profelyte with fand, 558. 

Baptift, John the, honourable character given of him 
byjoiephus, 091. 

Barc/ioc/tebaSy a celebrated Jewifh impoftor in the 
reign of Adrian, an account of him and his enter- 
prizes, 55a. Taken prifoner by the Romans in 
the city of Bither, and flain, 555. 

Barzillai, his noble and princely condu& toward* 
David, no. 

Bathjbeba folicits the fucceflion to the kingdom for 
her fon Solomon, and fucceeds, 113. 

Benhadad, king of Aflyria, forms a confpiracy againft 
Ahab, who rejects his exhorbitant demands, and, 
by the Divine favour, defeats the Aflyrian army, 
1 3a. His army, agreeable to the aflurances of the 
prophet, vanquiflied a fecond time, 133. Ho- 
nourable treatment of his army, at the inftance 



Ark, conftru&ed by Noah, remains of it faid to be || ofElifha, 138. He beficges Samaria, from which 

t 4 _ mm _ & a _ mm a m* & — 



preferred in Armenia, 315. 

Ark (of the teftimony) frame and figure of it, 40. 
Carried in proccflion before Jericho, 64. Taken 
by the Philiftines, on their defeating Saul's army, 
81. Carried to, and depolited in, the temple of 
Dagon, 8z. The Philiftine idol falls before it, ib. 
Plague attending their detention of it, ib. Re- 
ftored to the Ifraelites, with prcfents, 83. Remo- 
ved to Kirjath-jearim, ib. 



he retires with precipitation, leaving his camp to 
the plunder of the Ifraelites, 138, 139. Is murder- 
ed by Hazael his general, ibid. 



Benjamin, the youngeft fon of Jacob, by Rachael, 
origin of his name, ai. Is carried by his brethren, 
to his brother Jofeph in Egypt, 16. 



Artaxerxes marries Efther, the Jewefs, 171. His 
mandate for refcinding the former law againft 
the Jews, 173. Effedts of the refcindatory man- 
date, and execution of Hainan and his ten fons, 
174. Favours the eaftern Jews, ib. 

A/a, fucceeding to the throne of Judah, effects a na- 
tional reformation, iiS. His military prepara- 
tions, and expedition againft the king of Ethiopia, 
whom he defeats, ib. Pious exhortation to the 
army when threatened by the enemy, ib. His 
death, 12.9. 

Aftnaeus and Ariftccus, two runagate Jews of Near- 
da, in Babylon, an account of their exploits, aS3, 
2.89. 

A [p halt hi s^ lake, particular account and defcription 
of it, and of the bituminous matter it contains, 
419. See alfo 677. 

Athaliah vows vengeance againft the houfe of Da- 
vid, 14a. She is diverted of her honours, and put 
to death, ib. 

No. 59. 



Benjamites make the people of Jerufalem tributa- 
ries, 69. Are routed, and 600 of them invited 
back again from the mountains, 71. War be- 
tween them and the other Ifraelitifli tribes con- 
cluded, ib. 

Berofusy theChaldeanhiftorian, mentions Noah's ark, 
10. Gives an honourable teftimony of Abraham's 
piety, 13. Enquiry concerning his agreement 
with the Jewifh records, 472. 

Bethel^ defcription of it, 679. 

Bethel^ altar at, the prophet's predi&ion againft it, 
12.5. Fulfilled, 126. 

Bethlehem defcribed, 579. 

Boaz receives Naomi and Ruth kindly, 79. Takes 
Ruth to wife, So. 

Bondage of the pofterity of Abraham, in Egypt, fore- 
told, 14. 

Books) number of them in beft repute among the Jews j 
which they cfteem as divine, and are careful to 
preferve in their original purity, 469. 

3 N 3 
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r*/tIPH/lS depofcd from the high-pricfthood, and 
Jonathan chofen in his ftcad, ^90. 

Cain, Adam's eldeft fon, his facrificc not being ac- 
cepted of God, he murders his brother Abel, 3. 
Is banifhed, and has a mark fet upon him. 9. In- 
vents weights and meafures, and builds a city, 
called Enoch, ib. 

Ca'uus Julius Csefar, the llorhdn emperoi*, his letter 
to Hyrcanus, aai. Fatal confequences, ib# His 
death, aaa. See alfo p. 335. 

Gains, the emperor of the Romans, orders his ftatue 
to be fet up in the Jewifh temple, and what enfued 
thereupon, 2,96. His death, *97« Further ac- 
count of him, and his depraved difpofition per- 
iifted in, 50X, &c. His cruelty to Sylvanus, his 
father-in-law, and others, 503. His impiety, va- 
nity, and arrogance, 504* Tyranny to the Jews, 
505. He persecutes them at Alexandria, 5°6- 
His cruelty to Philo, and other deputies from the 
Alexandrian Jews, 506* 

Caligula, Caius, the Roman emperor, various in- 
ftances of his outrages and cruelties, 301, 30a. 
Aflaflinated by Chasreas and other confpiratbrs, 
304. His death avenged by the guards upon fe- 
veral of theaflaffins,and an account of the conduft 
of Chcereas afterwards, 305. His wife and daugh- 
ters iiiaflacred by order of Chajreas, 307; Cha- 
racter of him, ib. 

Caliphs, account of their conduct towards the Jews 
and Chriftians, 581. 

Canaanites, their origin, ia. Famine in their land, 
13. Divided into two parts, in order to accom- 
modate the two tribes and an half, 67, Their 
cities taken by the Ifraelites, 69. March againft 
thelfraelites, headed by Adonibezek, but are de- 
feated by them, ibid. 

Cherubims, placed over the ark of the tabernacle, 
fome account of them, 40. 

Chut kites, an heathenifh people, originally compofed 
of five nations, their origin, 149. Inftru&ed in 



the Jewifh religion, ib 



Circumcifion inftituted by Abraham in his family, in 
compliance with the Divine injun&ion, 14. 

Claudius advanced to the empire after the death of 
Caligula, 308. What paffed between him and 
the fenate on the'occafion, 309, 310. Sends an 
didfc to Alexandria and Syria in favour of the 
Jews, 311. His death, and account of his family, 

3*9- 

Cleopatra, her infatiable avarice, cruelty, and injus- 
tice, 136. Is honourably received in Judea by 
Herod, who afterwards defigns her death, but is 
therein oppofed by thofe about him, a37« 

Corah raifes a fadtfon againft Mofes, 49, Is confii- 
med, with his feditious companioils, by fire from 
heaven, 50. 

Cozar, king of an heathen nation, account of his 
converfion to Judaifm, 580, 581. 

Crajfus fails in an expedition againft the Jews, 
ai8. 

Creation of the world in fix days, with the different 
operations of each day, 7. 

Cyprus, ifland of, geographical and hiftorical de. 
fcription of it, 68 1. 

Cyrus acknowledges the true God, and is zealous for 
rebuilding the temple, 163. His epiftle for that 
purpofe, ib. 



JJ/fMJSCUS, the capital of Syria, particular de* 
fcription of, 681, 682. 

Daniel, and his companions, Angular refpecftdhewn 
them at the court of Babylon, 158; He difcovers 
to Nebuchadnezzar his dream, and interprets that 
and another, 159. Wonderful prefervation of his 
companions from the devouring flames, ib. In- 
terprets to Belfhaz'Zar the hand-writing againft 
him, 161. Call into the den of lions, where he is 
miraculoufly preferved, and hisacjcufcrsdeftroyed 
by them 5 whereupon Darius publicly acknow- 
ledges the true God, ib. Honourable teftimony 
concerning him* 161. Explanation of his vifiou 
concerning the four great empires, 664, 665,666. 
His vifionof Chrift's kingdom explained, illuftra- 
ted, and compared with his interpretation of Nc*- 
buchadnezzar's dream, 667. 

Darius entertains a friendly difpofition towards the 
Jews, 164. Problems propofed by him for folu- 
tion, 165. Is called upon byZcrubbabel to per- 
forin his Vow for rebuilding Jerufalem and the 
temple, and furthers it by his own private bene- 
volence, ib. Commands the temple to be built, 
167. His death, 168; 

Dathan, with Abiram, arid their rebellious train, 
fwallowed up alive in the earth, 50, 

David anointed, and privately proclaimed ting, by 
the prophet Samuel, 88; Js fent for by Saul to 
court, and greatly honoured by him, 89. Is fent 
by his father to the camp with nfeceflaries for his 
brothers, and hearing of the proud challenge of 
Goliah, the Philiftine, is difpofedto accept it, but 
is dlffcoilraged and 6p)p6fed by his elder brother 
Eliab, ib. His courage the effeft of a Divine 
impulfe, and zeal for the honour of God, ib. He 
overcomes and kills Goliah with a ftone from his 
fling, and afterwards cuts off his head with his 
own fwdrd, ib. Incurs the hatred of Saul, who, 
envious bf the pfaifes beftowed upon himjvendea- 
vours to procure his death by expofing him to 
dangers, ib. Saul gives him his daughter Michal 
to wife, as a reward for fulfilling the conditions 
he propofed to him, namely, killing6ooPhiliftines, 
ib. He overcomes thePhiliftines a fecond time, 
which again excites the envy and jealoufy of Saul 
againft him, 91* His wife Michal affifts him in his 
efcape from Saul, who endeavours to flay him 
with his own hand ; and afterwards applies to 
the prophet Samuel at Ramah, to whom he re- 
lates Saul's deligns againft him, ib. GoestoAhi- 
melech, the high-prieft, at Nob, ib* Flies after- 
wards to Gath, and efcapes from the Philiftines by 
feigning himfelf mad, ib. Hides himfelf in a 
cave near the city of Adullam, where his friends 
and relalionsjoin him, ib. He applies to theking 
of Moab, whom he folicits to take his aged pa- 
rents under his prote&ion, who receives him very 
cordially, ib. Renews his covenant of amity with 
Jonathan, 94. The Ziphites give intelligence of 
him to Saul, whofe purfuit he eludes, ib. Sends 
meflengers to Nabai, requefting from him a fup- 
ply of provifions, who churliflily rejects his de- 
mand, 95. His wrath againft Nabal is appeafed 
by Abigail, whom, 011 her hufband's death, he 
marries, ib. Enters Saul's tent in the night-time, 
and takes his fpear and pitcher of water from his 
bed-fide, 96. Obtains from Achifh, king of Gath, 
a fafe condudt for himfelf and his men, who alfo 
gives him the town of Ziklag for his refidence, 
ib. Invades and plunders the territories of the 
Amalekites, &c. ib. Leaves the Philiftines, 
and marches againft the Amalekites, whom he 
defeats, and recovers the fpoil and prifoners 
they had taken, 97. His falutary law refpedting 
an equitable division of plunder taken in war, ib. 
He laments Saul's death, and is particularly af- 
flicted for the lofs of Jonathan, 99. Conditions 
of the treaty between him and Abner, the late 
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kind's general, 100. His lamentation for f lie 
death or Abncr, who was trcachcroufly killed by 
Joab, and the funeral honours he beftowed on him, 

Commands the murderers of Ifhbofheth, 
Saul's fon, to be put to death, ib. Is anointed 
king over all Ifrael, ioa. Takes Jerufalem, which 
he calls the City of David, and totally difcomfits 
the fchiliftjnes and their allies in two engage- 
ments, ib. Brings the ark to the hoiife df Obed- 
Edom, and afterwards removes it in a folemn 
manner to Jerufalem, 103. His reply to Michal, 
his wife, whb tauntingly upbraided him for what 
flie deemed his mean behaviour in dancing before 
the ark, ib. Nathan's meflage from God to him, 
and his praife to the Almighty for his numerous 
favours conferred upon him, ib. His chief offi- 
cers of ftate, and kindnefs to Jonathan's fon, 104. 
Obtains a complete vidtory over the Ammonites, 
ib. Story of his adultery with Bethfheba, and 
fubfequent mUrder of her hufband Uriah, 105. 
Marries Bethfheba, by whom he has a fon ; foon 
after which he is cohvinfced of the heinoufnefs of 
the crime, by means of an allegorical relation ad- 
drefled to him by the prophet Nathan, ib. The 
Divirre vengeance being denounced againft him, 
he repents, and is forgiven by the Almighty, but 
is heavily punifhed in his family, ib. Takes 
Rabbath, the Ammonitifli city, by aflault, and 
puts thofe who had held out againft him to the 
moft exquifite torments, 106. His fon Abfalom 
rebels, and attempts to dethrone him, ib. De- 
plores the untimely death of his fon, 109. Routs 
the Philiftines, and narrowly cfcapes with his life, 
in. Catalogue of his worthies, ib. Prompted 
by pride, he numbers' the people ; but on God's 
judgments being denounced againft him by the 
prophet Gad, he repents, and is forgiven, but his 
people affli&ed with a grievous peftilence, 11a. 

Builds an altar on Araunah's ihrefhing-floor, ib. 
Refoiving to ere£fc a temple, he provides an im- 
menfe quantity of materials for that end ; but 
afterwards gives Solomon, his fon, a charge to fee 
the building completed, ib. Gives orders for 
anointing and proclaiming Solomon king, 113. 
His excellent regulations concerning the fervice 
of the temple, ib. Wife inftru&ions and advice 
to Solomon, 1 14. His death and burial, 1 14, 1 15. 
His excellent character, ib. 

* 

David, prince of the captivity in the tenth century, 
his great power, and arbitrary condudt, 585, 

Deborah, a famous prophetefs, fends for Barak to 
take upon him the command of the Ifraelitifh 
army, which he at firft declines, but afterwards 
accepts, 73. Prevails on him to ftatid a battle, 
with promifes of the Divine affiftance, in which 
the Canaanites are entirely defeated, ib. Their 
deaths, and the diftreffes of the Ifraelites after- 
wards, ib. 

Decrees of the Council of Elvira, in Spain, againft 
the Jews, 565. Excellent Chriflian Sentiments 
contained in thofe of the Council of Toledo, 578. 

Deluge brought upon the earth in confequence of the 
general depravity of mankind, when it happened, 
and the effects thereof, 9, 10. Teftimonics of Pa- 
gan authors concerning it, 10. 

■ 

De?netrius vanquifhed and fent prifoner to Parthia, 
where he dies, aio. 

■ 

Dinahy daughter of Jacob, her chaftity violated by 
She.chem, ai. Cruel revenge taken by the fons 
of Jacob, on the Schechemites, for that injury, ib. 

Difperfion of the Jews in various parts of the world 



\ 



JpGLON) king of the Moabites, fubducs and 
prefles the Israelites, 72. Is flaih by Ehud, 
of Gcron, a Bcnjamitc, ib. 



op- 

foil 



Egypt) particular defcriptibn of it, 683. Becomes a 
province to tlie Romans, and at length part of the 
koman empire, 660 . 

Egyptian falfe prophet lit JildeSi, account of him, and 
the defeat of his party by the foldiers of Felix, 
310. Brief defcription of the country, the port 
of Alexandria, and'lfle of Pharos^ 42a. 

« ■ • - * 

Ehud a judge in Ifrac], delivers His countrymen from 
the bondage of the Moabites, by killing their 
king, and afterw : ards enjoys the government 
eighty years, 7a. His death and excellent cha- 
racter, ib. 

Elah) fucccflbr of Baafha, king of Ifrael, alTaffinatcd 
byZimri, 12.9. 

Eleazar) the Jewifli general, his extraordinary va- 
lour and death, 191. 

Eleazar) a bold and enterprifin£ Jew, hiftory of him, 
460. 

Eleazar-) a Jcwifh prieft of extraordinary virtue <,and 
conftancy, his noble fpeech in reply to the mena- 
ces of Antiochus, 49^; His cruel execution, and 
pious prayer at his death, 493. 

Eli fucceeds Sam fon as judge or governor of the 
Ifraelites, 79. God, by the mouth of Samuel, de- 
nounces his wrath againft him and his family, for 

the enormous wickednefs of his fohs-, which he 
ought to have reftrained, 8i . He and his two fons 
are cut off in one day, ib. 

EH as (Elijah) the prophet foretells a three years 
drought, 119. Fed by ravens, ib. Reftores the 
widow's fon to life, 130. Confirms the true reli- 
gion by a miracle from heaven, and then caufes 
the falfe prophets of Baal to be ilain, 130, 131. 
God vifits and encourages hit%in his retirement, 
131. Foretells a fupply of water to the confede- 
rate kings, and his prediction fulfilled, 137. 

Elijfja, the prophet, multiplies the widow's oil, and 
appxifes the king of Ifrael of the fnares laid for 
him by the Syrians, 137. Benhadad fends to ap- 
prehend him, from whofe violence he experiences 
a wonderful deliverance, and di*aws the Syrian 
forces to Samaria, J 38. Promifes plenty of pro- 
vifions to the befieged Ifraelites in Samaria, who 
accordingly obtain them, 138, 139. Foretells the 
death of Benhadad, 139. His death and charac- 
ter, 144. A dead man reftored to life on touching 
his bones, ib* 

Encampment of the Ifraelites in the wildernefs ; its 
form, order and mode, 45. 

Engines) Roman, for cafting ftones at the (lege of 
Jerufalem, fome account of them, 433. A de- 
fperate attack of the Jews upon thofe who had 
the direction of them, ib. In great danger of 
being totally deftroyed by the Jews, 439. Dis- 
mounted and deftroyed by them, 440. 



fince the time of Jofcphus, hiftorical account of Enoch) the firft city built by Cain, and fo called from 



• it, 549 & feq. 

Doeg) the groom, overhearing what pafled between 
David and Ahimelech, the prieft at Nob, informs 
the fervants of Saul of the particulars, whereupon 
that prince commands Ahimelech and his family 
to be flain by Doeg, 93. Reflexions on Saul's 
cruelty in extirpating the faccrdptal race, ib. 



the name of his eldeft fon, 9. 
tion of it, 686. 



See alfo a defcrip- 



EphefuS) city of, its ancient and prefent ftate fltfcri- 
bed, 686. 

EphoruS) a celebrated Greek hiftorian, a notorious 
error of hisdete&ed by Jofephus, 470. 
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Ethiopia, how anciently divided, and defcription of 
its inhabitants, 688. 

Eve, wife of Adam, ;her creation, and why fo call- 
ed, 7. Being deceived by the ferpent, flie dif- 
obeys the Divine command, 8. Endeavours to 
exculpate herfelf, by attributing her crime to 
the fubtle fuggeftlons of the ferpent, ib. Her 
peculiar punifhmeut, and expulfion, with Adam's 
from paradise, ib. 



F. 



J? ACTION of Corah again ft Mo fes, account of it, 
and the dreadful punifhment infii&cd on the 
offenders, 44. 

FaSionSj three in Jerufalem, headed by Eleazar, 
John, and Simon, during the laft calamitous 
fiege of that city by the Romans, commanded by 
Vefpafian and Titus, and an account of the 
(hocking enormities and outrages committed by 
them, 4*5, 416. 

Famine in Jerufalem, during the flege of it by the 
Romans, with the horrid circumltances and mi- 
feries attending it, 438. Further accounts of the 
lamentable effects of it, 441, 448, 449. 

Fejlivals of the Jews, particularly that of the Ju- 
bilee, and the nature of the feventh year's fab- 
. bath, 45. 

Teflus, procurator of Judea, tleftroys a feducer and 
his followers, 32,1. His death, ib* 



Floras, Gcflius, appointed by Nero to fucceed in the 
government of Judea, his avaricious and cruel 
difpofition, 313. luftigates the Jews to take up 
arms againft the Romans, which laid the foun- 
dation of that war which paved the way to the 
deftru&ion of their nation, ib. His great depra- 
vity, and tyrannical conduct towards the Jews, 
369 & feq. The people folicit permiflion from 
Agripjft to fend deputies to Nero, with a com- 
plaint Him, 37a. 

Forging invented by Tubal, the fonof Lamech, 9. 

Funerals j ordinances of the Jews concerning them, 
486. 



G. 



QAAL prote&s the Shechemites againft their ene- 
mies j but is at length reprefented as a coward 
by Zebul, and expelled the city, 75. 

Gabinius, a Roman general, his fuccefsful exploits 
in Syria, £17. 

Galatians faid to be defcended from Gomar, of the 
offspring of Japhct, the fon of Noah, u« 

Galilee, formerly a province in Judea, defcription 
of, 689, 690. 



Efatt, the fon of Ifaac, born, 1 8, His wives, ih« Is | 
fupplnntcd by his brother Jacob, ib. Marries an 
.irhmaclitifli woman, 18. Amicable meeting with 
his brother Jacob, ai. Sells his birthright, 2,2, 
Divides pofleffions with Jacob, ib. Hisdcfcen- 
dants, ib. 

Efdras (Ezra) obtains the fan&ion of Xerxes for 
rebuilding the temple, and reftoring the Jcw- 
ifh worlliip, 168*. Is accompanied from Baby- 
lon to Jerufalem by great numbers of the Jews, 
and ordains a faft, ib. Prevails on the people 
to put away their ftrange wives, 169. His 
death, ib. • ! 



G a ma/a, a city ojjpofitc Tarichca?, upon the lake, Its 
fltuation defcribed, and fiege by Vcfpalian, 413. 
Vigorous defence of the bcficged, who deftroy 
many of the Konians, ib. Taken, and entered bv 
Titus, and the deftrudion and mifcries of the Jews 
there, 405, 

Gat//, in Paleftine, formerly a capital city of the Phi- 
liftines, defcribed, 690. 

Ga2a, a celebrated city of the Philiftincs, 690. 

« 

Gedaliah fet over the remnant in Judea, 157. The 
difperfed Jews come to him, who deals can- 
didly with them, ib. He, with his guefts, are 
barbaroufly flaughtered bv Ifhmael and his partv, 
158- • 

Gemzarcth, lake of, defcribed, 401. Encounter 
f upon it between the Jews and the Roman for- 
ces, in which the former fuftain a terrible 
flaughter, and 30,400 of thena fold for flaves, 

40a. Another particular defcription of this 
lake, 690. 

Gibeonites, terribly alarmed at the conqiiefts made in. 
Canaan by the Ifraelitifh army under Jofhua, and 
particularly by their reducing Jericho and Ain, 
fends deputies to Jofhua, and, by a fubtle artifice, 
are admitted into an amicable alliance with the 
Ifraelites, 65. The fraud being foon after difco- 
vered, they are condemned to be perpetual flaves, 
66. The neighbouring princes confederating a- 
gainft them, in order to deftroy them for making 
a feparatc treaty with their common enemy r they 
apply to Jofhua for relief, who marches againlfc 
the Canaanites, defeats them, and takes their 
kings prifoners, ib. 

Gideon, fon of Joafh, is vifited by an angel, who en- 
courages him to take upon him the command of a 
body of men, and affures him of fuccefs againft 
the Midianites, 73. The angel appears a fecdnd 
time to him, and directs him in what manner to 
to attack the Midianites, whom he overthrows 
with great flaughter, and takes two of their kings 
prifoners, 74. Governs the people 40 years, and 
dies in a good old age, ib. 

Gijchala, a fmallcity of Galilee, befieged by Titus, 
who addreffes the inhabitants in a fpeech, by 
whom he is received with acclamations, and ac- 
knowledged as their benefadlor and preferver, 
406. 

Great Mogul, account of the extent of his empire, 
610, 611. 



H. 



JQAGAR, Abraham's hand-maid, having defpifed 
her miftrefs, and being given up to her refent- 
ment, flies from her into the wildernefs, where 
fhe is vifited by an angel, who perfuades her to 
return, and be obedient to her miftrefs, 14. Is at 
length banifhed from Abraham's houfe, and re- 
tiring into the wildernefs "with her infant fon Ifli- 
yinael, is there accofted a fecond time by an angel, 
-who relieves her diftrefs, and preferves the child's 
life in a wonderful manner, 15. 

Ham, one of the fons of Noah, account of his de- 
fendants, ia. Has a curfe entailed on his yo- 



fterity, ib 



Haman, envious of the Jews, plots their deftruition, 
and obtains a decree for their extirpation by a 
general maflacrc, 171. Ercdts a gibbet for the 
execution of Mordecai, to whom he is afterwards 
enjoined to do honour, 17a, 173. Efther accufes 
him to the king, who retaliates his horrid defign 
upon himfelf, 173. 

^ Hebrews^ account of their origin, i*. 
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Hebrews, various Occurrences relating; to them, 50, 

conquer the Ammonites, and poflefs their land, 
51. Totally rout the Midianitcs, and obtain 
from them au immenfe booty, 54. Encamp on 
the borders of Canaan, 64. Miraculous paflage 
for them over the river Jordan, and their nume- 
rous conqucfts in Canaan, 64. & feq. 

Hebron, in Judea, a city of great antiquity, fup- 
pofed to have been the refidencc of Abraham, 
420. See alfo 69a. 

Helen., queen of Adiabedna, and Izates, her fon, 
who embraced the Jewifh religion, account of 
them, 315. 



Herod, ftiled the Great, oppofed by Antigonus, 
-whom he totally routs, 2,2.4. Accufed by the 
Jews, 2,2,5. Applies to the king of Arabia; is 
repulfed; goes to Egypt, and at length arrives- 
at Rome, where he relates his whole adventures 
to Anthony, who, together with Auguftus, ef- 
poufe his caufe, 117. Reduces Joppa, raifes the 
liege of Maflada, takes Rofa, and advances to-: 
wards the city of Jerufalem, aa8.. Sends his bro- 
ther into Idumsea ; takes Sepphoris, and fupplies 
the Roman army with prdviuons when diftrefTed 
by Antigonus, 2.19. Is honourably received. by 
Anthony, and wonderfully preferved from im- 
minent danger, 2.30. Prevents the defolatioii 0f 
Jerufalem, when taken by the Romans, i% 1 . Pro- 
. motes his adherents, and revenges himfelf on 
thofe of Antigonus, C133. Plunders the city of 
its wealth, ib. Overthrows the Arabians in two 
battles, 2.37. His fpeech to encourage the foldiers 
to fight manfully againft the Arabians, who fuf- 
tain a great {laughter from the Jewifli forces, 2.38, 
2,39. Commits the government to the care of 
his brother Pheroras, 240. His fpeech to Casfar, 
ibid. He is confirmed in the government of Ju- 
d^a, and entertains Csefar fumptuoufly *at Pto- 
lemais, 2.41. . Acquires great popularity among 
the Romans, 241, 24a, His magnificent palace, 
and other works, 245. Sends his two fons» to 
Rome, 246. Rebuilds the temple, and defcrip- 
tion of it, 248, 249. His journey to Rome, and 
gracious reception by Caefar, 2.50* Mutual friend- 
. fhip between him and Agrippa, 2,5 r ; Sets rip An- 
. tipater in oppofition to his brothers, who at length 
obtain his favour j 2,53. Builds feveral citie^ and 
rebuilds the temple of Apollo, 255. Rifles the 
jfepulchre of David, 2,57. Difturbances in his 
. family, 2,57* Tortures to death the friends; of 
Alexander, 2.59, 384. His miferable condition, 
ib. Is reconciled to his tworfons, and afterwards 
undertakes an expedition againft the Arabians, 
. many of whomhe puts to the fwordj 2.60, Csefar, 
incenfed at him, rejects his embafiy, but is after- 
awards reconciled to him, 2,61, 263. His barbarity 
to his fous, &c. ib. Antipater, his fpn, medi- 



riczekia/t afcends the throne of Judah, and Cctt 
about a reformation in religion, i 48* Hid extra- 
ordinary exertions for reclaiming the Israelite* 
from Idolatry ; he alfo puts the temple in order, 
and fubdues the Philittines, ib. Implores the Di- 
vine aid againft the Aflyrian*, applies to the pro- 
phet Ifaiah, and obtains aflurance of fuccefs, i'5i . 
Kails into a dangerous illhefs, and' has his fir aver 
granted for a prolongation of his life, ib. His 
death, 15a. "*.'.,. 



High-priejlS) 'Jewifh, number .and fucceflioh" of 



them, 31a. 



Hiram , king of Tyre, fends ambafladors, to So- 
lomon to congratulate, him on his fucceffibii to the 
throne, 1 3. Declines accepting Solomon's pre- 



fent of twenty cities in Galilee," but- 
annual acknowledgment of corn, wine, and oil, 
from that prince, iaa. ... .r; 



4 • 



it. 



Haft a flays Pekah,; king of Ifrael* and ufurps the 
throne, 147. Is vanquifhed, and Jaid under? con- 
tribution, by the king of Aflyria, 148.'. 



• - > • • 



J 



1 



1ACQB, fon of Ifaac, and twin brother of Efau, 
^ his birth, 18. Perfonates his brother, whom 
he fupplants, and obtains his fathers fpccial blef- 
fing, ibid. Sets out for Mefopotamia, to treat 
about a match with the daughter of Laban, 18. 
His vifion of the ladder, and fubftance of the ad- 
drefe of .the Almighty to him, 19. His promife 
of a facrifice to 'God, and vow to him, ib. His 
fervice to Labari of feven years fibr Rachel, but 
being deceived by her father, he.feryes (even years 
more, for her, ib. Names of Jacob's foijs by 
Leah 5 cio. Vindication of his condtidt:, infecret- 
' ly departing from Laban, ib. Enters, on part- 
ing, into a folemn covenant with his father-in-law, 
ib.« . Sends a friendly meffage to his brother Efau ; 
and afterwards has a vifion j and wreftles with an 
angel, ib. Salutation between him and Efau, 
from whom he meets with a kind. reception, ai. 
. His domeftic felicity, opulence, and extraordi- 
nary endowments of his children, .22. AH his 
fons, except Benjamin, fent into Egypt to buy 
corn, 0.5. . Remarkable adventure which enfued 
thereupon, 2,5, &c. Is, after much difficulty, 
perfuaded to fend Benjamip to Egypt, a6. Enu- 
meration of his progeny, a8. Goes into Egypt, 
on the invitation of his ion Jofeph, the governor, 
and his reception there, ib. Account of the. pro- 
phecies concerning him and Efau, 637. , And his 
pofterity, 639. His death, ap. ... 



rates hh definition, a 7 o. Fortifies himfelf a- \\j a do^ the prophet who foretold the definition of 



gainftthe Trachonites, 271. Artful correfpon- 
dence between him and Antipater, who, being ac- 
cufed, makes his defence, 374. Is feized with a 
diftempcri and makes his will, ifC*. His golden 
eagle pulled down from the front of the temple 
by Judas and Matthias, and what enfued there- 
upon, 277. Increafe of his diftemper, and tor- 
ture, but neverthelefs he continues to exercife his 
cruelty, ib. His death, and pompous funeral, 

• a 79» 3°5» Particular account of his progeny, 19 1 . 
See alfo p. 337, & feq. 

» ■ 

.... ■ : 

* 

Herod, the TetViarch, his tranfattions, with Philip 
his colleague, in Judea, ^87. Builds the city Ti- 

* berias, in honour to the emperor Tiberius, ibid. 
Hoftilities between him and l4ret&s, whofe daugh- 

c terhe had married, and the caufe of them, 190. 
Imprifohs, and afterwards ^uts to death, John the 
Baptift, 291. He goes to Rome with Herodias 
his wife, but Agrippa cfounteradling his ddfigns, 
he is baniflied, with Herodias, to Lyons, during 
his life, by the emperor Caius, 195, His death, 
'314. 



the altar at Bethel, {lain by a lion, 

• ■ • 

Japhet, his progeny, M Said to be the founder of 
the Median nation, ib. 

■ * 

Idtmaeans, a body of ap,ooo of them, admitted by 
thfc zealots into Jerufalem, and commit horr t id 
barbarities there, 41a. Being difgufted at the in- 
famous character of the zealots, they return fud- 

' denlyhome, 415. 

JehoaAaz,, king of Ifrael, an abandoned, prince, 
143. Implores and obtains the Divine aid and 
protection, 144. His death, ib. 

Jehoiada, the high-prieft, his wife government and 
..regulations, 14a. Anoints and proclaims Joafli 
king, ib. Defign of repairing the temple, &c. 
and death, 143. 

Jehoiakim, king of Judah, made tributary to Ne- 
buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, ^54. Put to 
death by him, 155: * 
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Jchoram % brother of Ahaziali, fucceeds him in the 
throne of ifrael, and engages in an expedition 
againft the Moabhcs, 136. His profligacy, cru- 
elty, and impiety, 14a* His death, ib. 

Jehojbaphat fucceeds his father in the throne of Ju- 
dah, 129. His wife and virtuous condudt and 
policy, 133. Imprudently joins with Ahad in an 
expedition againft the Syrians, and is reproved by 
the prophet tor Co doing, 133, 135. Promotes the 
practice of religion, and the exercife ofjuftice, 
and is miraculoufly delivered from the hoftile at- 
tempts of the Moabites and their confederates 
againft him, 135. His death, 137. 

Jehu anointed king, by Eliftia, 140. Caufes Ahab's 
fons to be (lain,. 141. Projedts and executes a 
fcheme for the deftrudtion of Baal's falfc prophets 
and priefts, 14^. 

Jephtha, by the Divine appointment, takes the com- 
mand of the army, 76. His rafti vow, ib. Over- 
- throws the Ammonites, and refcues the Ifraelites 
from bondage, ib. Performance of his vow, by 
facrificing bis daughter, 77. Cuts off 2.0,000 E- 
phraimites, ib. His death, ib. 

■ 

Jeremiah foretells the deftrudtion of Jerufalem, and 
the Babylonifh captivity, 155. Is tortured and 
imprifoned. Counfels the multitude. Is caft in- 
to a miry pit, and delivered by means of an Ethi- 
opian, 156. His advice to Zedekiah, and fulfil- 
ment of his predictions, ib. Releafed, and treated 



with refpedt, 157. 
into Egypt, 158. 



J 



Jericho^ and the circumjacent country defcribed, 
418, 69a, 

Jeroboam is promifed the ten tribes, which he obtains, 
but ungratefully fcts up idolatry, 115. Becomes 
totally abandoned, ia6. His wives and offspring, 
ib. His meflage to Ahijah the prophet, to enquire 
concerning the recovery of his Ton, 1T7. Circum- 
vents the army of Abijah, but is. defeated by him, 
ia8. His death, ib. 

♦ 

Jerufalem befieged, and the lower town taken, by 
the Hebrews, 69. Siege 'raifed, ib. Its de- 
ftrudtion foretold by Jeremiah, 153. Laid wafte 
by Nebuchadnezzar, who appoints Jehoiachin to 

the fucceffionj 154. Befieged and taken by the 
Babylonians, 155, 156. The city, temple, and 
. palace deftroyed, 157. Inverted by Antiochus, 

Apeftilence there, 241. A tumult followed 



203 

by 




reat calamities there, in which the books of 



Mofes are deftroyed, and many Jews pcrifh, 3 1 8. 



- AffeAing relation of its internal miferies from the 
factious parties, 426. Defcription of it as it ap- 
peared in the time of Tofephus', 4*19. Portentous 
figns which preceded its deftrudtion, 451. Taken 
by the Romans, 455. 

JefuSy or Jafon, fucceeds Onias in the pontificate, 
185. 

Jem, decree obtained by Haman for their extirpa- 
tion, 171. Efther undertakes to intercede with 
the king in their behalf, 171. Avenge themfelves 
on their enemies, 174. Difgraced for their facri- 
l e g e > ib. Favour ftiewn them by Ptolemy, the 
fonof Lagus, and by Ptolemy Philadelphus, 176, 
177. Decree of Ptolemy for fetting them at 
liberty, and his exceflive bounty to them. 178. 
Privileges granted to them by Seleucus Nicanor, 
and further favours conferred on them by Mar- 
cus Agrippa, 181. Harrafled during the war of 
Antiochus, ib. Letter of Antiochus the Great 
to Ptolemy in favour of them, and his decree in 
honour of their temple, i8a. Diftrefjed by the 
Samaritans, ib. Maflacre of them on the fabbath 
day, 187. Opprefled by famine and peftilence, 
194. Alexander the Great decides a difpute in 
their favour, 197. Decree of the Roman fenate 
in behalf of them, 204. Edidts in their favour, 
M4Y General mufter of them at the inftance of 
Machasras, 129. Horrid maflacre of that people, 



231. Their cmbafly to Auguftus Crcfar, and his 
decrees in their behalf, aso. Fifty tlioufand of 
them cut off by the confederated Greeks and Sy- 
rians, 300. Their quarrel with the Samurians, 
and its confequenccs, 319. Fifty thoufand flam 
by Alexander, who exercifes the mod horrid cru- 
elties upon them,3io. Opprefled by the Pharifees 
under falfe pretences, 330. Grievoufly infulted 
and, perfecuted, 37c. Above ao,ooo of them maf- 
facred at Caefarea, and others fent in chains to the 
gallies, by order of Florus,377. Their infatuated 
condudt expofed, and a great flaughtfcr of them at 
Scythopolis, by the inhabitants of that city, 378. 
They make a furious fally upon -the Romans on 
the fabbath day, and kill upwards of 500 of the 
enemy, 380. They infult the amballadors of 
Agrippa, who adviled them to treat of an alliance 
With the Romans, ib. Harrafs theKoiiian army 
in their march to Bethoron, 381/ Ten thoufand 
of them maflacred at Dam^fcus,. ib, A great 
flaughter made among them by the Romans, 387. 
They make a vigorous fally upon the Romans, 
whom they force to abandon their camp, 427. 
Many of the Romans flain by them, 4CL8. They 
overcome the Romans in an encountre before Je- 
rufalem, 435.. The Arabians and Syrians in Jeru- 
falem rip up 1000 of them to get the gold they 
had fwallowed, 44a. Dreadful flaughter and 
maflacre of them after the taking of Jerufalem, 
450, 451. Grievoufly opprefled by taxes under 
Domitian, 55 1 . Their abjedt wretchednefs under 
Adrian, the Roman emperor, 553. Their hum- 
ble ftate and condition in the reign of that prince, 
556. Privileges granted them by Antoninus 
Pius, who becomes a profelyte to the Jewifh reli- 
gion, 557. Thofe in the caft rebel againft Mar- 
cus Aurelius, who fubdues them, 558. Are fa- 
voured by Severus and Caracalla, the Roman Em- 
perors*, 561. Heliogabalus meditates a perfe- 
ction of them, but is prevented by death, 562. 
Their learned men in Perfia, &c. ibid. Some of 
their dodtors that flouriftied in the eaft, 564. The 
circumcifed among them arp perfecuted by Gon- 
ftantius, whofe conduit again A: them on that oc- 
caflbn is vindicated, 565. Rebel againft Gon- 
ftans, who iffues edidts againft them, 567. 
Their fynagogues deftroyed by the Chriftians in 
the empire of Thcodofius, 569. Excite a tumult 
in Alexandria, 569, 570. 



Their privileges con- 
firmed at Rome by Valentinian, 57a. Perfe- 
cuted In Perfia, 573. Cruelly perfecuted by lf- 
digerdes, king of Perfia, who deprives them of 
their fynagoorues, 576. The fevere edidts of Juf- 
tinian againft them caufe an infurrediion and re- 
volt, in Paleftine arid Casfarea, 577. Cruelties 
exercifed by them on the Chriftians at Antioch, 
ib. Ordinances and regulations concerning them 
in different countries, and are expelled from Cler- 
mont in France, 579. Their different treatment 
in Syria, 583. Greatly favoured by Lewis *Le 
Debonair, 584. Perfecuted in the reign of the 
qaliph Cader, 586. Alfo by the fultan Gola le 
Donlat, 586. Perfecution of them in the reign of 
Hahem, the third caliph, of the race of the Fate- 
mites, 587. Perfecuted by order of the king of 
Granada in Spain, 588, Cruelly perfecuted by 
the crufaders, 590. Difcoveries of them, and of 
Jewilh monuments in the eaft, and in Egypt, &c. 
591* Protected by the popes Innocent II. and 
Alexander III. but perfecuted in Spain, and 
France, and are expelled from the latter, and 
afterwards recalled, 593. Greeks favourable to 
them, 597. Perfecuted at Toledo in Spain, and 
cruelly maffacred by the crufaders, ib. They are 
countenanced by Alphonfo, king of Caftile, under 
whofe protection many of their learned men flou- 
riftied, 598. Dreadful maflfacre and deftrudtion 
of them in Languedoc and other parts of Franpe, 

599. Perfecuted^ by Henry III. King of Caftije, 
and oppreiTed with heavy taxes in Arragon, ib« 
Favoured by the popes, and perfecuted in Italy, 

600. Oppreflive decrees againft them by the 
councils of Lyons and . Vienna, 601. Perfecuted 
and maflacred under Saint Lewis and by the in- 
quifition, ib. Further fufferings in England and 
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France, 601. Purcliafe their fecurity of Henry 

III* of England, bat are heavily taxed there, 603. 
Are expelled from England by king Edward, 604. 
Accufations againft them in Germany, and their 
perfecutions there, 604, 605. Several cities in 
that country, inftigatcd by an cnthufiaft, commit 
multitudes of them to the flames, 606. Perfe- 
cuted and fpoiled in Germany, under falfe pre- 
tences, ib. Maflacred in Bohemia, and at length 
banifhed the empire, 606, 607. Banifhed out of 
Spain, 608. Perfidy of Emanuel, king of Portu- 
gal, towards them, 609. Their flagrant diffimu- 
lation in Spain expofed, ib. Horrid maffacre of 
them at Ifpahan, &c. 61 1. Places at which num- 
bers of them refide, 61 1, 61a, 613, 614. Set up 
a printing prefs at Sapheta, 61a. And at Con ft an- 
tinople for Hebrew books, 615. Perfecuted by 
one pope and prote<5ted by another, 616. Perfe- 
cuted at Naples by the inquifitioij there, ib. 
.. .Pope Pius IV. iflues rigorous edids againft them, 
. aiid Pius .V. expels them from the ecclefiaftical 
ftate, 617. Abfurd condu<£t of Clement VII. 'to 
them, ib. Several of their learned men at Venice 
where they are protected, and 'print a Hebrew- 
bible, 617, 618. Countenanced inlltaly, .619. 
Severe ordinances of the Council of Bafil againft 
them, 6ao. Several of them burnt at Macklen- 
berg, ib. Banifhed from Bavaria, Nufemberg, 
and Cologne, 6ai. Account of fome of their doc- 
tors and learned men, 623. S tate and reception of 
. them at Bohemia, Hungary, Moravia, Hamburgh 
and Holland, 6a4, 60,5. R. Lizati, of Venice, his 
account of them in feveral parts of the world, 6a8. 
Their prefent ftate in the Eaft Indies, and among 
the Turks, 629. Their recall foretold by Hofea 
and St. Paul, 630. Their prefent ftate ; and an 
account of their different opprefTors in ancient 
times, who were afterwards punifhed, 644. 

Jezebel, wife of Ahab, king of Ifrael, trodden under 
* foot, and torn by dogs, as was foretold, 141. 

Index, geographical and descriptive, of the principal 
places mentioned in Jofephus, 675, & fcq. 

Joab perfidioufly flays Amafa, .110. Befieges and 
takes the city Abel, ib. Is beheaded by the com- 
mand of Solomon, 177. 

JoaJI), fonof Jehoahaz,raifed to the throne of Judah 
by Jehoiada, the high prieft, 14a. His degene- 
racy after the death of Jehoiada, 143. Plunders 
the temple to redeem Jerufalem, vifits Elifha in 
his illnefs, and is at length flain by the friends of 
Zcchariah, 143, *44« 

Join, leader of the factions in Jerufalem, inflames 
the people of that city againft the Romans, and 
perfuades them to profecute the war, 407. His 
infamous character and practices', 409. His artful 
fpeech to the zealots* in which he calumniates 
Ananus, who oppofes the factious party, 410. 
Robs the temple of its trcafure, 44a. Is made 
prifoner by the Romans, on their taking Jerufa- 
lem, and confined for life, 456. See alio page 

Jonah, the prophet, fent to denounce God's judg- 
ments againft Nineveh, his difobedience of the 
divine command punifhed, 145. Goes to Nineveh, 
and executes his commiflion, ib. 

• * • 

Jonathan, the fon of Saul, king of Ifrael, obtains 
a complete victory over the Philiftines, 16. 

" His generous refolution, and incurs the curfe of 
his father, ib. Proves David's firm and faithful 
friend when perfecuted by Saul, 90. Recommends 

him to the favour of Saul, ib. Forms a league of 
amity with David, 92. Informs his friend of iall 
Saul's evil defigns and projects againft him, and 
renews the league he had entered into with him, 94. j 

Jonathan, fuccefTor of Judas Maccabeus, defeats, 
by ftratagem, the plot Bacchides had formed a- 
gainft him, 194. Applies himfelf to political 



1 * t * 

I regulations, and recei ves propofah of a league 

j and alliance with Demetrius, ib. Epifties orA~ 

1 lexander and Demetrius to him, 196/ - Great fto- 

I nours ironferredupon him, 197^ He takes Jopfia, 

I * n E*% cs and ddfeats Appollonias, and.burnrfUhc 

I tcilipTebf Dagonj ip3. Obtains fevetfal iinMAni- 

I ties for Judea, and carries on the liege of the cita- • 

1 del of Jerufalem, 199. I* 'highly* honoured by 

I Antiochus, whofeintereft he efpoufes, aoo. Sends 

I ambafladors to the Romans and Lacedaemonians, 

I ib. Ravages Arabia, is taken prifoner, land his 

I people maflacred, ooi. His death lamented by 

I the people, ib. See alfo p. 327. 

1 « 

I * ■ • ' ■ 

Jonathan, ringleader of the Sicarii, firft fcbiirged, and 
then burnt alive, by order of Veftafiim, 476. 

I • . * . . ^ • • , 

I ...... 

$ «*•'.,•■•<*.»• • . * 

\Joppa taken and deftroyed by Ceftius, the Roman 

f eneral, and all the inhabitants, to thb number of 
000, put to the fword, 379. Defcribed, 398, 399. 
- Alfo 094. • . • ! ■ 

Jofeph, the fon of Jacob,, by Rachel, his remarkable 
dreams excite the envy of his. brethren*, wi'b feek 

to take away his life, but are reftrained by their 

brother Reuben,. 3.3.% .They let- him .down into a 
pit* and afterwards : fell : him to the Iftimaelites, 
who difpofe of him in Egypt, where he is advan- 
ced in the fervice of Potiphar, ib. He is tempted 

to, lewdnefs by his own, miftrefs, but fpurns at her 
overtures with abh.orrence,a3,i4. Being falfely 

accufed by his miftrefs, he is commit ted to prifon, 

where he preferves his integrity, and Is favoured 
by the keeper, 25.. Expounds, the dreams of Pha- 
raoh's butler and baker, and interprets them, 24, 
25. Interprets Pharaoh's dream, and advifes the 

I king of Egypt, by what means to preferve his 
country from the fatal effects of a feven years fa- 
mine foretold by him, 2.5. Acquires great repu- 
tation in Egypt for his extraordinary wifdom, and 

I is appointed prime minifter there,. ij>» His ftern 

j behaviour to his brethren, on. their arrival inE- 
gypt to purchafe corn, ib. Infills on their fetch- 
ing his brother Benjamin to him, and in the mean 
time detains Simeon as an hoftage,a6. Hisfcheme 

j . to prove his brethrens attachment to Benjamin, 
on whofe arrival Simeon is releafed, a6, 27. Dif- 
. clofes himfelf to them, 27, a8. Sends his bre- 
thren, with many prefents, to bring their father 
to him, a8. His excellent policy with refpedfc to 
the inhabitants, 29. Makes a magnificent funeral 
for his father, ib. His death, ib. 

■ 

Jofephus, the Jewifti hiftorian, made governor of 
both the Galilees, and of the ftrong fortreft of 
Gamala, 38a. His wife and politic conduct, and 
the number of his army, ib. His dangerous fi- 
. tuation, from the artful infinuations of John, a 
notoriousTmpoftor, 38a. On the approach of Vef- 
pafian towards Galilee, his foldicrs defer t him, 
which occafions him to decline his war-like pur- 
suits, and retire to Tiberias, 390. Stratagems 
made ufe of by him to elude the hopes of the 
Romans refpedting the reduction of Jotapata, 

39*, 393- His dreams and revelations touching 
the calamities that were to befal his countrymen, 
396. His fpecch to the Jews, tending to difluade 
them from fuicide, 397. Remarkable circum- 
ftance of his carting lots with the Jews for their 
lives, .398. His prophetic fpeech to Vefpafian 
refpe&ing his fucceflion to the Roman empire, 
&c. ib. Is releafed from prifon by order of Vef- 
pafian after his advancement to the empire, 423. 
His exhortation to the Jews in Jerufalem, when 
befieged by the Romans, 436. Is wounded in a 
defperate fally made by the Jews, 44a. He ex- 
horts them, in a fpeech, to fave the city, Sec. 446. 
Being accufed by the Jews, he is favoured by 
Vefpafian, and difcharged, 467. 

Jofephus, account of his hiftory, and defence of it, 
470. His life, 518 & fcq. His wife method" of 
government, and. detection of the treacherous de- 
figns of his enemies againft him, gai 0 Inftanccs 
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of his extraordinary moderation and getiprofity, 
511, Sec, His remarkable dream, and 4&ivc zeal 
for the fervice and protection of the Jewsjin Ga- 
lilee, 5^5. Is greatly carcifcd and favoured by 
the people, 526. Efcapes a fhare craftily laid for 
him by Jonathan and his colleagues, ib. A def- 
perate faction againft him in Tiberias, 52,7. Trea- 
cherous defign f et on fopt by John and Jonathan 
todeftroyhim, but is fcreened from their rage by 
the multitude, 5a8. Bcfiegcs Tiberias, which he 
enters, and fends mod of the authors of the revolt 
prifoners to Jotapata, 519. His expoflulatory 
letter to Juftus, wherein he defends hitnfelf from 
the falfe aflertions of his enemies, 529. Makes 
ufe of a ftratagem in order to preferve the Sep- 
phoritcs from ruin, 531. His army routed and 
put to flight by Sylla the Roman general, wholaid 
an ambuTcade for him, 53a. He receives extra- 
ordinary marks of favour, and is highly honour- 
ed by Vefpafian, Titus and Domitian, ib. 

Jojhua appointed general of the Ifraelites, 37,- Ob- 
tains a lignal victory over the Amalekites, ib. Is 
made, according to the Divine command; the fuc- 



lim, ib* Murmur againft Mofes, 36. Are ap- 

pcafed by him, ib. Miraculoully delivered by a 
flight of quails, and afterwards by thedefceut of 
manna, ib* Rout the Amalekites, 39. Mutiny 
againft Mofes and Aaron, 46. Wage wdr with 
the Canaanites, contrary to the advice of Mofes, 
and are defeated, 48. Impute all their calamities 
to Mofes, 50. Fall from lull into idolatry, 53. 
Dire&ions h'ovv to govern themfelves when in the 
land of Canaan, ib. Worfted at Ain, 65. Prayer 
and humiliation, ib. Relent towards the Cana- 
anites, 69. Difpenfe with the divine command, 
ib. Take an oath not to intermarry with tjie 

Benjamites, ib. March againft them, and are de- 
feated, ib. Draw them into an ambufh, ib. Their 
total degeneracy, and confequent punifhment, 
7a. Opprefled by Eglon, and delivered by Ehud, 
ib. Hardened in iniquity, ib. Slaves • to the 
Canaanites, 73. Delivered by Deborah and Ba- 
rak, ib. Corrupted in religious, govern hient and 
manners, 76. In bondage to the Phiiiftine* forty 

years, 77. 



♦ V - . 



Jubal, brother of Cain, the inventor of mufic, 9% 



Judaea greatly opprefled under Caflius and Herod, 

A grievous famine there, fucceeded by a 

Over-run with freebootexs, s,8cu 

De- 



peftilence, 245 

Its defdlated and wretched condition, 444. 
firu&ion of it by Vefpafian, 645. 



ceflbr of Mofes in the feveral offices of a prophet, 
leader and gdVernor, 54. Sends fpies to Jericho, 
and puts the army in readinefs to march againft 
the place, 63. Calls the tribes together, and re- 
minds thiem of their promifes to Mofes, ibid. 
Marches with his army to the banks- of Jordan, 
ib. Sacrifices upon an altar of ftones, arid cele- 
brates the paflbver, 64. His prayer and expoftu- 
lation with the Divine Being, on account of the 
repulfe the Ifraelites met with from their enemies, 
65. Takes Ai, ib. Enters into a league with the 
Gibeoriites^ who deceive him, ib. Difcov'ers his 
miftake, and puniflies them for the impofture, 65. 
Relieves the Gibeonites at their requeft, gains a 
cornpleat victory over the enemy, and lays the 
country of Canaan wafte, 66. Marches from Gil- 
gal to Shiloh, and erefts an altar there ; alfo at 
Shechem and Mount GerizimJ Calls an aflem- 
bly, and reminds them of the Divine Favours 
vouchfafed to them, 67. Sends commiffioriers to 
furvey the country of Canaan, which he divides 
among the tribes by lot, ib. Gives them a flridt 
and folemri charge to extirpate the Canaanites j 
and addrefles his troops that come beyond Jor- 
dan, ib. Retires to Shechem, calls a general af- 
fembly, and delivers his laft exhortation, 68. His 
death and chara&er, 69. 

Jofiah, fon and fucceflbr of Manafleh, king of Ju- 
dah, his zeal for the caufe of true religion, and 
attention to the morals of the people, 1.5a. Re- 
pairs the temple, rc-eftablifhes Divine worfhip, 
Extirpates idolatry, and celebrates the paflbver, 
153. Is mortally wounded in confequence of his 
oppofition to Pharaoh-Nicho, king of Egypt, i 54. 

Jotapata, extraordinary bravery of the Jews in de- 
fence of it, and the methods pradfcifed by them to 
annoy and repel the Romans, 394. Taken by 
Vefpafian and demolifhed ; 40,000 of the inhabi- 
tants being flain, and iaoo taken prifoners, 395. 

Jotham, fon of Hezekiah king of Judah, proves a I! King* the requiflte qualifications which conftitute a 



Judas, fucceflbr of Matthias, defeats the Syrian 
army, and flays their general in Angle combat, 1 87 
Slays Seron, and routs his arnjy, 188. Defeats 
by ftratagem the Syrian army, commanded by 
Lyfias, ib. Gains a fecond victory over the Sy- 
rians, repairs to Jerufalem, and purifies the tem- 
ple, 189. Repels the attacks of his enemies, ex- 
tends his conquefts, and twice puts Timotheus to 
flight, ib. JBelieges and takes the city of Ephron, 
and afterwards advances to engage Antiochus, 
190'. Is defeated by Nicanor, and flies to Jerufa- 
lem, but afterwards gains a complete vidtory over 
the Aflyrian forces, and Nicanor is flain, 19a. 
Succeeds Alcimus in the priefthood, and form* 
a league with the Romans, 193. His magnani- 
mous refolution, noble death, and character, ib* 
See alfo p. 327. 

Julian, a Roman centurion, account of a brave ex- 
ploit performed by him, in which he is flain, 445. 

Julian, the apoftate, in order to augment the ene- 
mies of Chriftianity, and promote Paganifm, 
grants protection to the Jews, 567. 



K. 



]£ING, defiredbythe Ifraelites, and Saul chofen, 
84 

King, the tyrannical conduct a**« ^ut^uu.^i. va vuw 
represented to the difcontented Ifraelites by Sa- 
muel. 85. 



pious and victorious prince, and lays the Ammo- 
nites, under contribution, 147. 

Ifaac, promifed, 14. His birth, 15. Refignationto 
the Divine command, 16. When about to be fa- 
crificed by Abraham, a ram flipplies his place, ib. 
Marries Rebecca, 17. Goes toGera, 18. Sends 
Efau to hunt for venifon, that he may blefs him, 
ib. Death, ai. 

Ijbbojheth, Saul's fon, proclaimed king by Abner, 
100. Is flain by treachery, ioi. 

IJhmael horn, 14. His progeny, 15. Arc the pro- 
genitors of the Arabians, ib, Prophecies refpedt- 
ing him, and their fulfillment, 635, 636. 

Ifraelites, their origin, ao. March out of Egypt un- 
der the condudt of Mofes, 33. Encamp at He- 



good one, 88. 



L. 



J^ABAN receives Jacob with the moil folemn a£ 
furances of fijpport and protection, 19. His 
deception, and fpacious apology for it, ib. Over- 
takes Jacob in bis flight, and chides him for his 
clandeftinc departure, but being warned of God 
in a dream, refrains from hurting him, ai. Is 
reconciled, and makes a league with him, ib. 

Law* jewifh, tranflation of it finifhed in feventy- 
two days, 180. 

Laws of the Hebrews, abftrad of them, Thofe 
for facrifices, 43 • For feafts, 44« For the regu- 
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la t ion of pricfts, and other civil, political, and 
religious matters, 44* 

Laws among the Greeks, their origin, 485. Vindi- 
cation of the Jewifli, 4^9* 

beak) daughter of Laban, obtruded upon Jacob, 
inftead of Rachel, for whom he ferved feven 
years, 19. Her children by Jacob, ao. 

» 

Legiflators, heathen, their abominable propenfities 
and pra&ices cenfured, 489. 

Levite, hiflrory of the abufe of his wife, by the inha- 
bitants of Gibeah, and an account of the deftruc- 
tive war that enfued between the tribe of Benja- 
min and the other tribes thereupon, 7°* 

Levites, being dedicated to God's immediate fervi- 
ces, are exempted from military offices, that they 
might attend without interruption to the duties 
of their fun&ion, 50, 

Longevity of the antediluvians, caufes of it deduced 
from various authors, id. 

Lot, the brother of Abraham, having affifted the 
inhabitants of Sodom in repelling an invafion of 
the Aflyrians, is van qui filed and taken prifoner 
by them, 13. Is refcued by Abraham, 14. En- 
tertains three angels, who warn him to depart the 
city, which was devoted to deftrudtion for its e- 
normous Wickednefs, .15. The Sodomites offer- 
ing violence to him, he withdraws from the city, 
ib. His wife's punifliment for difobeying the di- 
vine injunction, ib. Goes to Zoar, where his 
daughters enfnare him to commit inceft, and the 
iflue of that contrivance, ib. 



f 

Mariamne^ wife of Herod, conceives a ftrong anti- 
pathy to him, 241. Behaves to him with a cold 
indifference, which. greatly agitates and tortures 
the mind of Herod, who nevcrthelefs is afraid td 
givcfullfcope to his refentment, ib. Reproaches 
Herod for having murdered, her father and bro- 
ther, 24a. Is put to death by him, and behaves 
with extraordinary courage and intrepidity, ib. 
Her character, ib. 

Majfacre, dreadful one of the Jews, on the taking of 

Horrid fnaflacre hi 



Galilee by the Romans, 305 
Jerufalem by the Jdumcans, 413 
them by the Syrians, 519. Scejewsi 



A malfacre of 



Maffada, a ftrong hold in the pofleflion of the 
Romans, furprifed by the Jews, who put the 
garrifon to the fword, 375. Seized upon by £- 
leazar, 377. 

Matthias and his fon, their zeal and refolution for 
the religion of their country, 1 86. Dying exhor- 
tation of Matthias to his fons, 1 87. 

* 

Melchifedeck, king of Solyma,*his excellent qualifica- 
tions- for both king and prieft, 14. Entertains 
Abram and his followers, and receives from that 
patriarch the tenth of the fpoils he had taken from 
the Aflyrians, ib. 

Menahem^ king of Ifrael, his horrid barbarity and 
death, 146. 

MeJJlah y prophecy of Mofes concerning him cleared 
up, and demonftrated to mean only Jefus Chrift, 
the Saviour of mankind, 67 1. Similitude between 
him and Mofes pointed out, 67a. 

Mijhnah, Jewifli account of its completion, and ex- 
tract from it, 556. * 



Longinus, of the equeftrian order, and an officer in Moabites, overcome by the confederate kings of If. 



the army of Titus, a, remarkable inftance of his 
courage, 434. 

■ 

Luther Martin, his reafons for cenfuring and oppo- 
fing the Jews, 6aa. 



M 



]fy£ACCABEES, hiftorical account of their martyr- 
dom, 490, & feq. 

Magijlracy^ Jewifli, foundation of it, 56. 

Man^ account of his origin, formation, and firftrc- 
lidence, 7. His fall by tranfgreffion, and punifli- 
ment, 8. Duration gf his life limited to no 
years, 9. 

Manajfah % fon and fucceflbr of Hezekiah, king of Ju- 
dah, proves 'a profligate and abandoned prince, 
15*2. Is overcome and carried into captivity by 
the Chaldeans ; but, upon repentance, is reftored 
to his kingdom, and effects a reformation in reli- 
gion and manners, ib. Dies, and is fucceeded by 
his fon Anion, who is cut off in the fourth year of 
his reign, ib. 

v 

Manet hon^ an Egyptian writer on the Jewifli affairs, 
falfities in his hiftory cxpofed and accounted for, 

475- 

Manna providentially fent from heaven, to relieve 
the Ifraelites from the famine they fuftained in 
the wildernefs, 36, 

Aianoah, an Ifraclite of the tribe of Dan, makes fup- 
plication to God for a lawful heir to fucceed him, 
77. His requeft granted, and has a fon named 
Sam Ion, ib. 

Mart am, (or Miriam,) After of Mofes, watches him 

when floating on the water, 30. Her death, 51. 
No. 60. 



Jud 

■ 

Moguls, or Tartars, account of the new monarchy 
formed by them in Alia, 576, 577. 

Mofes^ the celebrated Jewifli legiflator, and fon of 
Amram, is put into a wicker cradle, and caftinto 
the river three months after his birth, in confe- 
quence of the cruel edidt of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, but wonderfully preferved by the king's 
daughter, 30. ' His eminent mental qualities and 
perfonal attractions, ib. The Egyptians, at the 
inftance of the oracle, appoint him their leader in 
a war they were engaged in with the Ethiopians, 
ib. He obtains a complete victory over them, 
13. Tharbis, the king of Ethiopia's daughter, 
becomes paffionately enamoured of him, ib* 
The Egyptians confpire againft his life, where- 
upon he efcapes to the city of Midian, where, by 
his kind offices, he gains the good will of the 
daughter of Raguel, ib. is made overfeer of the 
flocks of Ragucl, who gives him his daughter 
Zipporah in marriage, ib. Has a wonderful vi- 
jion, and a moft aufpicious oracle from the burn- 
ing bufli, and receives a commiflion from God to 
go into Egypt, and to refcue the Ifraelites from 
their Egyptian bondage, 13, 3a. Being diffident 
of his abilities for fuch an important bufinefs, he 
is encouraged by the Almighty to engage in it, 
3a. Three extraordinary miracles, his rod be- 
coming a ferpent, his right hand becoming le- 
prous, and^prcfently reftored, and the water he 
drew out of a well being turned into blood, caufe 
him to'aflume refolution, and comply with th 
Divine command, ib. Arrives in Egypt, and 
difclofes his commiflion ; but is treated with 
raillery by Pharaoh, before whom he works 
miracles, and inflidts ten plagues upon the E- 
gyptians 32, 33. Having obtained of Pharaoh 
leave for the departure of the Ifraelites, after 
the extermination of all their firft-born, he 
leads them out of Egypt, and inftitutes the 
feaft of unleavened bread, 33. Striking in- 
ftance of his faith and piety, 34. Divides the 
Red Sea with his rod, and the waters parting, 
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* 

afford a paflagc for the Ifraelites, but overwhelm 
the Egyptian army, ib. Goes to Mount Sinai, 
and faenfices there, ib* At his interceflion the 
water in the defert is purified for the life of the 
people, .35. He is threatened 10 be ftoncd by the 
Ifraclites, who arc diftreffed for .provifion, and 
unjuftly afcribe all their miferies to him, 36. 
Reminds the Jfraelitcs of God's former favour 
and protection towards them, and by his eloquence 
appeafes the multitude, ib. Supplicates the Di- 
vine afliftance, and a prodigious number of quails 
alight in the camp of the Hebrews for their fufte- 
nance, ib. At the command of God he caufes 
water to ifTue from a rock, 37. Appoints Jofhua 
general againft the Amalekites, and afterwards 
arrives at Mount Sinai, where he celebrates a fa- 
crifice and feftival, ib. Difplays the Divine mer- 
cies to the Ifraelites, ib. Receives the law from 
God, and communicates it to the Ifraelites, 39. 
Re-afcencls the mount, and tarries there forty 
days; builds a tabernacle, and appoints Aaron, 
his brother, high-prieft, 4a. Confederates the ta- 
bernacle, ib. Numbers the people, 45. Sends 
fpies to take a furvey of Canaan, 46. Tells the 
multitude, that the Almighty, for their murmur- 
ings and rebellion, would not fufFer them to en- 
ter the land of Canaan, but that their children 
fhouid be put into the full pofTeflion of it, ibid. 
His power and authority complete and perpetual, 
47. Defends himfelf againft Corah, to whom he 
makes a perfonal appeal, ib. Deiires a paflage 
for the Ifraelites through Idumea, but is refufed 
by the king of that country, 51. Marches thro* 
the defert into Arabia, ib. Attacks and defeats 
the Amorites, and flays their twoT kings Sehon 
and Og, ibid. Detaches a party to ravage the 
country of the Medianites, 5a. Zirari's infolent 
fpeech to him, 53 Severely cenfures the He- 
brews for their fcanualous idolatry, ib. "Sends a 
powerful army againft theMidianites, whom they 
conquer, and exterminate all the inhabitants ex- 
cept the virgins, 54. Appoints Jofhua his fuc- 
ceflbr, ib. Reproaches the tribes of Gad and 
Reuben with a felfifli partiality, and a love nf 
eafe and luxury, in petitioning for a grant of the 
country of the Amorites, but complies with their 
requeft conditionally, ib. Builds ten cities be- 
yond Jordan, three of which he appointed for 
lan'&uaries, or places of refuge for the manflayer 
to flee to, ib. Before his departure he fummonfes 
the people to meet at Abila, where he addrefies 
them in a fpeech, and delivers to them a book of 
laws and precepts for their government, 55, 56. 
His laft addrefs and advice to the people, after 
which, when within fight of Canaan, he is tran- 
flated,6t. Univerfal lamentation of the Ifraelites 
for the lofs of him, ib. His excellent character, 
61, 6a. 



Nehemiah, the Jewifli prophet, obtaining leave to 
go to Jcrufafcni, calls'an afTembly of the people, 
160. ' Builds the walls of the city, and takes mca- 



ftfofeS) a Jewifli impoftor, raifes a tumult in the 
ifland of Candias, 569. 



X. 



J^ABOTH bafely murdered at the inftance, and by 

the iniquitous contrivance, of Jezebel, wife of 
Ahab, 131. See Jezebel. 

* 

Nadab, with Abihu his brother, fons of Aaron, con- 
fumed by judicial fire, for tranfgreffing the Divine 
inftitution, 4a. 

Names of the various authors mentioned by Jofe- 
phus, 548. 

Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth return to 
Bethlehem, where they are entertained by Boaz 
in an hofpitable manner, 79. Her contrivance 
for bringing about a match betvVeen Boaz and 
Ruth, 2o. 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, his death, 159. 



69 

Aires to people it, 170 
ibid. 



Mis death and chara&er, 



Nero proclaimed emperor of the Romans 
foldiery, 319. His horrid cruelties, ib. 
of his character, 368. 



by the 
Sketch 



Nicolatts 7 his pleading in behalf of the Jews, 2.5a. 
He profecutes the accufation againft Antipater, 
Herod's fon, 2.75. Excufes Herod and Arche- 
laus, a.83. 

Nimrodj the grandfon of Ham, Noah's fon, intro- 
duces a tyrannical government, 11. Perfuades 
his adherents toaflGft him in ere&ingthe tower of 
Babel, ibid. 

Noah reprefents to the people the enormity of their 
crimes, and enforces, though ineffectually, the 
neceflity of a general reformation, 9. He ob- 
tains the favour of his Maker, who gives him 
directions for building an ark, wherein himfelf 
and family are wonderfully preferred from the 
ravages of the deluge,' ib. His genealogy, ib. 
Sends a raven from the ark, which returns, 
ig. Sends forth a dove, which alfo returns with 
an olive branch, ib. He quits the ark, and 
offers facrifice to God, ib. Supplicates God 
to drown the earth no more, and his prayer 
heard, ib. His pofterky commanded to people 
the earth, and form colonics in different parts of 
it, 11. 



O. 



QBADIAH, the prophet, his conference with Eli- 
jah, 130. Hiskindnefs towards the Lord's pro- 
phets when perfecutcd by Jezebel, ib. 

Obed, the fon of Boaz and Ruth, from whom fpring 
Jefle, the father of David, 80. The fignification 
of his name in Hebrew, ib. 

Obfervations refpe&ing the evidences and citations 
produced in favour of the teftimonies of Jofephus 
concerning Jefus Chrift, John the Baptift, Sec. 

539—543- 

Olivet Mount, (or Mount of Olives) defcription of 
it, 696. 

* 

Omar, the fecond caliph, and fuccefTor of Mahomet, 
makes great conquefts in the eaft, deftroys the 
Chriftian temples, and takes Damafcus, 574. 
Puts a period to the Perfian empire, 575. Killed 
by a flave when at prayer, ib. Remarkable in- 
flance of his equitable conducfb towards a Jew> 

57 6 - 

Ontri declared king; of Ifracl by the army, 129, His 
abominable practices and death, ib. 

Onias^ the high-prieft, offends the king of Egypt for 
refufing to pay taxes, 1 8a. Epiftle of Arius, king 
of the Lacedemonians, to him, 185. 

Onias, a righteous man, ftoned to death for his pie- 
ty and philanthropy, 0.14. 

Othman, fucceflbr of Omar, reduces Chorazan and 
other eaftern provinces, 575. Is belieged in his 

caftle of Medina, and (lain bv mutineers, ib. 



Othniel, the fon of Konaz, of the tribe of Judah, 
efpoufes the caufe of the Ifraelites, puts the king's 
guards to the fwprd, defeats the Aflyrians, and 
delivers his countrymen from bondage, 7a. Is 
invefted with the government, which he holds for 
the fpace of forty years, ib. 
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image of Crcfiir into Jerufalem, in violation of 
the Jcwifli laws, a88. He deftroys many of the 
Jews, ib. 



P. 



PALESTINE, a diftrict between Gaza and Egypt, 
poflefled by Mefraim, and his eight fons, whence 
fo denominated, Ja. 

Pahftine, or Judea, its fituation, extent, climate, 
<fcc. defcribed, 696. 

Palmyra, the Tadmor of the ancients, defcriptiori 
of it, 646 — 648 — 696. 

■ 

Paradife, a delighful garden in the eaft, prepared 
and appointed by the Creator for the habitation 
of our firft parents Adam and Eve, 7. Defcrip- 
tion of the four great rivers which fiirrounded 



it 



8. 



Parthians, at the inftance of Antigonus, enters Ju- 



Popes, their ufurpation of temporal power account- 
ed for, 666. 

Priefihobd, Jcwifli, qualifications for it, 486. 

Prieflh Jewifli, their veftments, 41. Revenue, 50.' 
Office and authority, 486. 

Princes of the captivity, fome particulars concern- 
ing them, 573. 

1 • ■ * ' ■ • ■ • 

Prophectes refpedbing the deftrudfcion anfl downfalof 

heathen nations, 648 & fcq. fulfilled concern- 
ing NineVeh, 649. And Babylon, 650, Re- 
fpecling Tyre, 653. Fulfilled, 654. ReTpedting 

Egypt/ 657. 

« 

Prophecy of an Hebrev> dhild that fho'uld curb the 
Egyptians, 29. 



dca, and are joined by a number of Jews, aa6. Prophets, Jewilh, illuftratiori of their predictions con- 



They plunder the palace of Jerufalem, ai7 



ceriiing the Jews, 633 &feq." 



Pajfbverof the Hebrews, its inftitution, 33. Import I Ptolemais, a city of Galilee, defcribed, 366. 



of the term, ib. 

• » 

Patriarchs of the Jews after their difperfion, fome 
account of them, 55a. 

Paulina, a Roman lady, and wife to Saturninus, 
ftory of Mundus's criminal intercourfe with her, 
by a crafty contrivance, in the temple of Ifis, 
which is demolifhed on that account, 289. 

Perfian empire, of its overthrow by Alexander the 
Great, 669. 

Petronius^ his letter to the inhabitants of Doris, re- 
proving them for their conduit in profaning the 
Jews fynagogue, by fetting up Ccefar's Itatue 
there, 311. 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, afflicted with great cala- 
mities for his defign upon Sarai, the wife of Ahram, 
13. Exculpates himlelf, and difmifles the patri- 
arch with a coftly prefent, ib. 

Pharaoh,\\ng of Egypt, confults Jofeph concerning 
his two prophetic dreams, which he interprets, 
25. Advances him to great honour, ibid. His 
kind and generous behaviour to Jacob on his ar- 
rival in Egypt, a8. 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, ifTues an edict for dro^n- 
ins: all the male Hebrew children in the river 



Ptolemy^ king of Egypt, fiis letter to Eleazar the 
Jewifli Jiigh-prielk, 179. Appoints feventy-two 
elders to interpret the law, &c. ib. Holds a con- 
ference with the elders* x8o. 



0; 



* . 



QUAILS providentially ifnt to the Ifraelites for 
^ their food and nourifliment, 36. 

Quejlipns fuppofed to take place in the mind of one 
of the feven brothers who were put to a cruel death 
by Antiochus,had he been fearful of death, or in- 
ordinately fond of life, 494, 



R. 



Nile 
and 



foon 



as 



fets 



Ridicules Mofcs, 



born, 19 

up his priefts and enchanters to op- 
pofe him,. 3 a - Drowned with his hoft in theRed 
Sea, 34. 

Pharaohs, reafons why the kings of Egypt were fo 
called, 12,3. 

Philippi, a city properly belonging to Thrace, but 
placed by mod geographers inMacedon, defcYip- 
tion of it, 700. 

■ 

Phineas, fon of Eleazar the high-prieft, his zeal in 

caufe of Mofes and the religion of his 
country, 54. Sent on an embafly to the difcon- 
tented and mutinous tribes, 68. His fpeech to 
them, ib. 

Plagues, account of the ten inflicted in Egypt, by the 



the 



J^JRBIES, Jewifli, account of fome celebrated 
in the eaft, 566. 

Rachel becomes the wife of Jacob, after fourteen 
years fervitude to her father Laban, 19. Longs 
for the apples of mandrake, which Reuben, Le- 
ah's fon, brought to his mother, and the condition 
on which" flie obtained them, ao. Carries off her 
father's images, which occaiions a purfuit, ib. 
Dies in child-birth, ai. 

Raguel, a prieft, his feven daughters refcuedby Mo- 
fcs from the infults of the ftiepherds, 31. 

Rahab^ an inhabitant of Jericho, conceals the fpies 
fent thither, and favours their efcape, 63, She 
is promifed protection, with her family, when the 
city (hould be taken, 64. Isfaved, withher friends, 
and rewarded for her ferviccs, ib. 

9 

Rainbow fixed in the heavens as a covenant token 
that God will not deftroy the world a fecond time 
by water, 9. 



inftmmcntality of Mofes, upon Pharaoh and his ^becca daughter of Bethuel, fon 



fubjedts, 3a, 33 



Plurality of deities among the Greeks condemned 
. by their moft admired writers, 487* 

Pompey marches to Jerufalem, which he takes by 
aflault, and flays ia,ooo of the Jews, 331. 

Pontius Pilate fucceeds Gratus in the government 
of Judea, 287. Brines fe veral ftandards with the 



of AbranTs 

brother, demanded in marriage, 17. Her hos- 
pitality commended by Abram's meflenger, ib. 
She becomes Ifaac's wife, ib. Has two fons, 
Jacob and Efau, at a birth, 18. Her crafty 
and deceitful conduct, in order tu transfer 
the bleffing from Efau to Jacob, ib. Her 
death, ai. f 

* 

Rebellion of the Jews under Adrian, account and 
caufe of it, 553, 



A GENERAL INDEX. 



Rehohnam fuccceds his father Solomon on the throne 
of lfrael, Imprudently rejects the advice of 

the wife counfcllcrs of his late father, and fuffera 
himfelf to be mifguided by the pernicious counfel 
of the rafli young men about him, 115. The ten 
tribes are difguftcd, and revolt from him, ib. 
His ails, ta6. Death and character, 117. 

Remarks on the accounts of Tacitus and Suetonius 
concerning divers particulars relative to the Jew- 
iih nation, 544. 

Reuben, one of the fons of Jacob, intercedes with 
his brethren in behalf of Jofeph, whom he dif- 
fuades from murdering the youth, 23. His elo- 
quent apology before Jofeph, for himfelf and 
brethren, «• 

* ■ 

Rites and ceremonies of the Jews, account of them, 
<>73> 6 74- . 

Robbers, a defperate and blood-thirfty band of 
them, in Jerufalem, 407. Some account of their 
infolence, rapine and barbarity, ib. Inftance of 
their impiety and profane difpofal of the prieft- 
hood, 408. 

Roman army, their policy, order of difcipline, and 
mode of encamping, defcribed, 388. 

Ruth accompanies her mother-in-law Naomi into 
her own country, where they are both entertained 
in an hofpitable manner by Hoaz, 79. Follows 
her mother's inftru&ions, laying herfelf in the 
night at the feet of Boaz, 8o. Is married to him, 
and their refpedlable descendants, ib. 



S. 



gABA, in Arabia Felix, inhabited by the Sabsei, 
who are faid .to have poflefled a confiderable 
territory in the fouth, Sec. 701. Its metro- 
polis Saba, fuppofed to have been the refi- 
dence of the queen of Shebah, ib. Account of 
the town, ib. 

Sabbat/;, fo called, becaufe on that day, being the 
feventh, God rcfted or ccafed from his work of 
creation, 7. 

Sabbath and Sabbo, explanation of thofe words and 
their difference fliewn, 480. 



Sacrifices, laws refpe&ing them, and what flour, &c. 
to be ufed with the victim, 43. 



Samaria befiged and taken by the Aflyrians, who 
fubvert the government of lfrael, and tranfplant 
the ten tribes, 148. Defcription of its fttuation, 
fertility, and population, 387. See alfo an hifto- 
rical account of it, 701. 

■ 

■ 

Samarians, meditating a revolt, many of them arc 
put to the fword by the Romans, 393. 

Samfon, fon of Manoah, a Danite, his birth, 77. 
Becomes enamoured with, and contracted to, a 
Philiftine damfel at Timnath, though his parents 
difapproved of thd match, ib. Encounters and 
kills a lion, in whofe carcafe, fome time after, he 
finds a fwarm of bees, ib. Propounds a riddle to 
his 'thirty Philiftine companions, which they are 
unable to unfold, 78. His bride, after much en- 
treaty, obtains from him the meaning of it, and 
reveals it to them ; but he flays thirty men, and 
with their garments pays the promifed reward, ib. 
Burns the ripe (landing corn of the Philiftines, and 
defolates the country, ib. Commits other depre- 
dations in different parts- of the country, ib. Sur- 
renders himfelf to an armed force of the Phili- 
ftines on condition of their only delivering him 
hound with cords into the hands of the enemy ; 
from whom he efcaped by fnapping the cords, and 
immediately after deftroyed 1000 of them with the 
jaw-bone of an afs, ib. His vanity cerifured, in 



afcribing the vi&ory to himfelf, inftcadof attri- 
buting it to the Divine affi (lance, ib. Being fciz- 
ed with a parching third, he applies to God in 
penitential prayer, who affords him relief, ibid. 
Plucks up the gates of Gaza, and carries them to 
Mount Hebron, 78. Falls in love with the har- 
lot Delilah, and, through her enfnaring artifices, 
is prevailed upon to di (cover where his principal 
ftrength lay, 79. Is deprived of his fight by the 
Philiftines, who lead him about the Itreets as a 
public fpedlacle, and then caft him into prifon, 
ib. Being fent for by the Philiftines to make them 
fportMn the fpacious hall where they were feaft- 
ing, and his former ftrength being rellored, he 
pulls down the building on their heads, and, with 
about 3900 of his enemies there prefent, is buried 
in the ruins, ib. 



Samuel, fon of Elkanah and Peninnah, his birth, 
and early dedicated to the fervice of the taber- 
nacle, 80. Infpircd with the power of prophecy 
when only thirteen years of age, and reveals to 
Eli the judgments God had denounced againft 
him and his family for the wickeduefs of his Tons, 
81; Calls an aflembly of the people at Kirjath- 
jearim, and addrefles them on the fubje<5ts of reli- 
gion and government, 83. Obtains the Divine 
promife of a complete vidlory over the Phili- 
ftines, whom he overthrows, and recovers the 
countries they had taken from the Ifraelites, ib. 
His excellent plan of government, which he com- 
mits to the care of his two fons, who are of dif- 
folute manners, 83. The people, incenfed at the 
mal-adminiftration of his fons, requeft: him to pro- 
vide a king for them, 84. Endeavours in vain to 
difluade the people from adopting a kingly go- 
vernment, which he paints in odious colours, and 
at length, by the Divine command, anoints Saul 
king of Jfrael, and prefents him to the people, 

84, 85. Defcribes the inconveniencies infepara- 
ble from monarchical government, 85. Juftifies 
his conduct, and reproaches the people with in- 
gratitude, and invokes a tempeft from heaven, 

85. Reproves Saul for his rafhnefs, in facrificing 
before he came, 86. Enjoins Saul to extirpate 
the Amalekites, 87. Intercedes with God in be- 
half of Saul, but without effed, 88. Charges him 
with tranfgrefling the Divine command, ib. Gives 
Saul a token, whereby was implied that the king- 
dom fhould be rent from him, and given to ano- 
ther, ib. Slays Agag, departs from Saul, and is 
fent to Bethlehem to anoint David king, ib. His 
death and burial, 95. 

■ 

Sarah, wife of Abraham, admits Hagar to her huf- 
band's bed, but afterwards being incenfed at her 
contemptuous behaviour, caufes her to flee into 
the defert, 14. Prevails on Abraham to difmifi 
Hagar and her fonlfhmael, 15. Her death and 

burial, 16. 

Saturninus, his oration to the fenate in favour of a 
republican government, after the aflafllnation of 
Caligula, 306. 

Saul, fon of Kifti, anointed king of lfrael by Sa- 
muel the prophet, and the circumftances imme- 
diately preceding that event, 84. Relieves Ja- 
befli, befieged by the Amorites, whom he de- 
feats, and flays their king, 85. He is again an- 
ointed and declared king in a general aflembly 
of the people, ib. Incurs the Divine difpleafure, 
and that of Samuel for difobedience, 86. Is 
threatened by the prophet with the lofs of his 
kingdom, ib. Marches with a body of 600 men, 
in company with Jonathan his fon, to Gibeah, ib. 
Marches againft and totally defeats the Philiftines, 
ib. Ere&s an altar, and offers facrificc upon it, 
ib. Denounces a- rafh curfe againft any of the 
army who fhould eat or drink till the clofe of the 
day, in which his fon Jonathan is involved, but 
fcrecned from punifhmentby the people, 87. Ac- 
count of his progeny, chariots, guards, &c. ib. 
Overthrows the Amalekites, but fpares Agag 
their king, ib. Conceives an enmity and jcaloufy 
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againfl: David, for whofc life he lays fnarc*, 9% 
Endeavours, with his own hand, to liny him, con- 
trary to his oath, 91. Is endued with the fpirit of 
prophecy , ib. Enquires for David, at a fcfti val, that 
lie might put him to death, and fevercly repre- 
hends Jonathan, whom he attempts to flay, for be- 
friending htm, 92. Cenfures Abirnclech, thchigh- 
pricft, for entertaining David, and puts him to 
death, with his family, and all the faccrdotal 
race, 93. Refumcs his purfuit of David, into 
whofe hands he falls, confefles his ill treatment of 
him, and aflcs forgivenefs, 94, 95- Marches again 
with 3000 men againlt David, who had power to 
take away his life,' but forbears, for which he re- 
ceiver the public thanks of the king, 96, Being 
deferted by God, he applies to the witch of End or 
to raife up the ghoft of Samuel, in order to confult 
him in his diftrefs, ib. Is flain, with his fons, in 
an engagement with the Philiftine army, 97. 
His pofterity put to death by the Gibconites, 
ill. 

Scaliger, Julius, his honourable teftimony of Jofe- 
phus as a faithful and accurate hiftorian, 533. 

Scaurus, the Roman general, comes into Judea, re- 
ceives an embafly from Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, 
and efpoufes the intercft of Ariftobulus, 114. 
Account of his wars with Arctas, king of Arabia, 

33*- 

SeSs, Jewifli, account of them, 186, -287, 571, 573. 
Of feveral by Hegeiippus, Juftin Martyr, and Sca- 
liger, 559- " 

Self-denial, a remarkable inftance of it in the con- 
duct of David, 491 . 

Sennacherib, king of Aflyria,befieges Jerufalem, .150. 
Great part of his army deftroyed by a peftilential 
diftemper, and himfclf afterwards murdered in 
the temple by his fons, 151. 

Septuagint verfion of the OldTeftament, why difal- 
lowedby the Jews, 560. 

Serpent (perfonatedby Satan) envious of the felicity 
of our firft parents, feduces Eve from her inno- 
cence, who entices her hufband, Adam, to par- 
ticipate in her crimes, 8. His punifhment as the 
in ft ru mental caufe of thecurfe denounced on the 



repulfcd with great loft by John's party, 
Taken and refcrved for a triumph to the K01 
457. His death, 460, See alfu4^3« 



411. 
Romans, 



Sicras,, general of the Canaanites, flain in his tent by 
JacI, the Kcnite, 73. 

Socrates, the celebrated philofopher, put to death by 
poifon on a charge of propagating falfe dodtrines, 

488. 

Sodom, a famous country in the eaft, deftroyed by 
the Aflyrians, 13. Its deftrudtion foretold, on ac- 
count of the wickednefs of the people, 14. Con- 
fumed, with its circumjacent towns, by fire from 
heaven, 15. ,> 

Sodomites defeated by the Aflyrians, 13.. Their fla- 
grant impiety and enormous wickednefs, 14. 
Inftance of their execrable depravity of man- 
ners, 15. They arc ftruck with blindnefs, and 
at length deftroyed in the conflagration of their 
city, ib. 

Solomon, fon of David, anointed king, 113, 114. 
His acceflion to the throne on the death of his 
father, 1 16. Rebuilds the walls of Jerufalem, 
117. His wife choice approved and granted, ib. 
A ftriking proof of his extraordinary wifdom, 
ib. His principal officers, magnificence, and 
fplendor, n8. His epillle to Hiram, ib. Be- 
gins to build the temple, 119. His excellent 
prayer, on the dedication of the temple, 110. 
Prayer for the profperity of the temple and peo- 
ple, Enjoins obedience to the laws of Mo- 
les, ibid. Aifurances given to him from God, 
that his prayer is heard, ib. Builds himfelf a 
noble palace, and defcription of it, ib. Acknow- 
ledges the liberality of oiram, king of Tyre, 
iaa. Friendfhip between them, ib. Repairs the 
walls of Jerufalem, and builds feveral other ci- 
ties, ib. The queen of Sheba and Ethiopia 
makes a vifit to him, and is tranfported with his 
extraordinary grandeur, 123. His immenfe rich- 
es, and extenfive traffic to foreign countries, ib. 
Unhappy declenfion from his former obedience, 
and the caufe of it, ib. Having, through the love 
of women, lapfed into idolatry, the revolt of the 
ten tribes from his family is foretold, 1*4. His 
death, ib. 



ground, being doomed to trail on the ground in S P*™I* * a Portuguefe Jew, his life, and a 



account 



the moft abjedt manner, ib. 

Seth^ the fon of Adam, diftinguifhed for his virtues, 
9. His defcendants invent the fcience of aftrono- 
my, ib. 

Skem, one of the fons of Noah, his progeny, and the 
empires they founded, ia. 

Shimei, a Benjamite, curfes David, who forbears 
to punifti him, 107. Obtains his pardon, 109. He 
is put to death by Solomon, 117. 

Shifhak, king of Egypt, his expedition againft Judea, 

ia6. Takes Jerufalem, and plunders the temple, 
127. 

Sicarii, a band of ruffians in Judea fo called, their 

Ihocking depredations, 416,417. Their turbulent 

difpofition, and irreconcilablenefs to the Romans, 
460. 

» 

Siege of Jerufalem by the Romans, account of the 

number that perilhed in it, and the prifoners 
taken, 466. 

Simon, formerly a fervant of Herod, afpires to the 
crown, a8a. Is fupprefTed by Gratus, ib. 

Simon, the fon of Gratus, head of a band of free- 
booters, commits horrid outrages in Acrabatcna 
and its neighbourhood, 385. Further account of 
him, 419, 4ao. Gets pofleflion of Idumea, 4*6. 

Enters Jerufalem, and affaults the temple, but is 
No, 60. 



of his tenets, 62.7. 



Strabo, the hiftorian, his teftimonies concerning the 

Jews, ai8. 

> 

Sun, by the Divine appointment, ftands ftill at the 
command of Jofhua, and the day was thereby 
lengthened, to give the Ifraelites an opportunity 
of completing their vidtory over the Canaanitifli 
kings, who were defeated, taken, and put to 
death, 66. 

Syria, dreadful ravages and diforders there, with 
the deftrudlion of vaft numbers of Jews, 377. 



T. 



J^ABERNACLE, erecfted by Mofes in the wilder- 
nefs, defcription of it> and its appurtenances, 



Tables of the Jewifli meafures, money, months, &c. 
546. 

Talmud, Jewifli, an account of it, and by whom com- 
piled, 561, 56a. Hafchem II. king»of Corduba, 
orders it to be tranflated into Arabic, 587. Julius 
III. caufes it to be burnt, 617. 

Talmud, Babylonifh, method of compiling it, and 



by whom, 572 
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TtftvnS) a great and cx.tenfivc mountain in Afia, de- 
fcription of it, 



71** levied by Mofes on the Ifraclitcs for the fervice 
of the tabernacle, 4 a » 

Tax- money \cv\ct\'\yy the Romans, account of the funi 
paid in Judca, 551. 

Temple of Solomon, defcription of it, 119, 

Temple of the Jews, the fecond, rebuilding of it 
ohftrudlcd by the Samariaus, i6\, t66. Finillicd 
and dedicated, lOj. Pillager! by Craflus, 117. 
Burnt .to the ground by the (cditious Jews, 286". 
Defiled by the Samariaus, 187. Rendered a fcene 
of llaughter by the factions in Jerufalem, 4*6. 
Defcription of it in the time of Jofephus, 430. 
Set on fire by the Jews, 449-' Alfo by a Roman 
foldier, whereby it was entirely confumed, con- 
trary to the will and command of Titus, the Ro- 
man general, 450. 

Ten tribes of the Jews, a city in Perfia (aid to «bc 
inhabited by part of them, 567- Are fuppofed 
to be difperfed in different parts of Perfia, 629. 
Severe prophecies of llaiah concerning them, 



54*, 543* 
643- 



17 — .7 . 7 

Prideaux's opinion relating to them, 



Thabor, Mount, its ancient and prefent ftate dc (bri- 
bed, 7 V 

Tharbis, daughter of the king of Ethiopia, becomes 
enamoured of Mofes, 31. He accedes to the pro- 
pofal of marrying her, on condition of theit de- 
livering up Saba, their metropolis, to which lie 
laid (iege, into his hands ; which being agreed to, 
their nuptials are confummated, ib. 

Thermnthis, daughter of Pharaoh, caufes Mofes tobe 
taken from off the water, and commits him to the 
care of an Hebrew nurfe, 30. Adopts him for her 
heir, prefents him to her father, and what enfued 
thereupon, ib. 

Tiberias, a city fo called in honour of Tiberius, and 

built by Herod on the north bank of Genezareth, 
defcription of it, 70a. 

Tiberius, the Roman emperor, commands the Jews 

to be expelled from Rome, 2.89. His treatment 

of Agrippa, -93. Sickne/s, death, and character, 
^94. 

Titus, fon of Vefpafian the Roman emperor, his 
animating fpeeeh to the Romans under his com- 
mand, 40.1. Marches with the Roman army to- 
wards Jcrufalem, and a defcription of the order 
of his march, 4^6. His miraculous prefcrvation, 
when expofed to imminent danger, *2-37. Re- 
markable proofs of his refolutinn and fortitude, 
417., 4a8. He reproves the foldiersfor their cre- 
dulity, but is afterwards reconciled to them, 419. 
Rcfolves to carry on the liege of Jerufalem 9 and 
takes a furvcy of the place, in order to attack it, 
432. His encouraging fpeeeh to his army on be- 
fieging Jerufalem, 444. His fpeeeh to the Jewiih 
army after obtaining poflcflion of the lower part 
of the city, 452. He orders other banks to be 
raifed for the more eafy taking the upper town, 
4^4. Laments the deftruction of Jerufalem, 450. 
Account of his triumph, in conjunction with that 
of his father, at Rome, ib. Favours Jofephus, 

53*. 

■ 

Tongues, confufion of, 11. Tlie Sybil's prophecy 
concerning it, ib. 

* 

Tracts, Jewifh, in vindication of that religion, 61a. 



Tyro and Tryphon charged 
{piracy again Herod, and 
people, 351. 



with fomenting a con- 
ftoned to death by the 



V. 



Jf/IRUS fets free the legion befieged at Jerufalem, 
and'puuiOies the ringleaders of the fctlition,a8 , 2. 



r 

j /'entitling the I'orurm general, niters fudca, and lei- 
zes the trcaftires of Autigonus, 33ft. 

f'cfpitfian fends fu cc our* to the people of Scppboris, 
and receives u reinforcement from his fon Titus, 
388. Marches towards Gadara, w»hich lie takes 
by allault,. fets lire to the city, and puts the inha- 
tants to the 'i word, 39:. 

Feflvicnts of t!ie Jewiih high-priefts and pricfts, 
41. 

Vindication of the tcftimonics of Jofephus concern- 
ing our Saviour, John the Bap tilt, &c. 533.- 

Vitellius, competitor with Vefpafian for the empire, 
is defeated by Antony, his army deftroyed, and 
himfelf put to an ignominious death, 4014. 

V ologefes, his kind reception of the Pons of Antiochus, 

king ofComagene, after their encounter with the 
Romans, 461. 



U 



I 



JJ'NBELIEF of Divine revelation the main fource 
of all the calamities fu flexed by the Jews, 632.. 
Their calamities, on this account, afford a ftriking 
leffon to baptized infidels, ib. 

Unleavened bread, feaft of, -time and caufe of its in- 
itiation, 3 



Uriah, one of David's faithful and valiant officers, 
cut to pieces by tlie Ammonites, in purfnance of 
an exprefs order communicated by the king to 
Joab for that purpofe, 105. 

Uzzah j>unifiicd for profanation, in putting his 
hand upon the ark to fave it from falling, he not 
being of the priefthood, 103, 

Uzzidfj, king of Judah, his wars with the Philiftincs, 
and extenllve conquelts, 146. tlated overmuch 
by profperity, he ufurps the prieft's oilice, and is 
fmitten with leprofy, ib. 



w . 



JJpALL built by Titus round Jerufalem. to prevent 
the excurfions of the Jews, and facilitate the 
taking of the city, 440. 

Walls of Jericho fall to the ground before the Ifrael- 
ites, on their blowing with ram's horns on the fe- 
venth day, 64. 

Walh of the city of Jerufalem, the fir ft carried by the 
Roman army under Titus, 434. The fecond taken 
poffeffion of by him, 435. 

War of thejews with the Romans had its foundation 
from the former having rejected the Roman fa- 

3S ? 395- Difapproved of by many perfons of 
the firft rank, who endeavour in vain to diftliade 
the feditious Jews from engaging in it, 376. Be- 
ginning of it in the city, ib. 

Woman, her formation, and why called Eve, 7. Is 
allured by the ferpent todifobcy the command of 
God, and involves her hufband in the crime, and 
penalty, 8. Her punifhmcnt, ib. 



crifi 



f 



World, its creation in fix days, 7. Is deftroyed by a 
deluge for its enormous wickednefs, Noah and his 
family being the only perfons fpared, 9. 



X. 



• 



J£RRXES favours the Jaws, and allows them the 
free excrcife of their religion, 168. Wr' 



a 



letter, which he lends by Efdras, commifiioning 
him to re-eftablifh the Jewiih worlhip at Jeru- 
falem, ib. 
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JfE/fR of Jubilee, or liberty, among die Jews, the 
nature and intent of it defcribed, 45- 

9 

Youths, feven, with the mother of them, their ama- 
zing confhurcy and 'fortitude under the pains, tor- 
tures, and cruel deaths inflicted on them by Anti- 
ochus, 494* 



Z. 



z 



> 1 / 

courages the people to oppofe them, 409. They 
ipvite the Idumeans to their afliftance, who fend 
them a body of ao,ooo men, whofe entrance into 
the city is ftrenuoufly oppofed by Jefus the 
prieft, who is anfvvered by Simon their general, 
410, 41a. They find means to introduce the Iclu- 
ntean army into the city, ib. Inltances of their 
outrages cruelty and impiety, 416. 



1 



Zebulon, injucfea, otherwife called Andron, plunder- 
ed and burnt by the forces commanded by Agrip- 
pa and Ceftius, 379. 



4 

'Aachariah, king of Ifracl, murdered by Shallum, 
who ufurps t\\€ government, but is foon after 
flain, and fucccedcd by Mcnahcm, who proves a 
barbarous prince, 146* 

Zerubbabcl, one of the principal officers of Darius, 
folvcs the problems propounded by the monarch 
relpe&ing the force of wine, kings, women, and 
truth, 165. He decides in favour of truth, and 
reprcfents the greatadvantages derived fr6m the 
love and practice of it, ib. Reminds Darius of 
his vow, to undertake the rebuilding of Jerufa- 
lem and the temple, which he accordingly per- 
forms, ib. 



M 

Ziba, fteward to Mephiboflicth, Jonathan's fon, ob- 
tains, by falfe accufation, his matter's eftate ow- 
ing to the too eafy credulity of David, amidft the 
general diftra&ion of his affairs, 107, 

Zimri advances himfelf, by treacherous tneans, to 
the throne of Jfrael, 1*29. Alarmed at the news 
of Omri's being declared king, he fets fire to his 
palace, and periflies in the flames, ib. 






THE 



NAMES OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS AND PLACES 



* ■ 



MENTIONED IN THE 



W 



O 






O F 



LAVIUS TOSEPHUS 




A 

A ARON, 3^,51 

jljL Abraham, 675 
Abbaflides, 581, 58a 
Abel, 8 

Abijah, 127, 128 
Abtmelcch, 15 
Abimelech, 75, 76, 
Abner, 100 

Abram* 11 — 17 
Abfalom, 106 
Acher, 64, 65 
Acra, 675 
Adam, 7, 8 
Adafa, 675 
Adibena, 657 
Adida, 675 

Adonibezek, 69 
Adonijah, 1 13 



Antediluvians, io 
Antigonus, 23a 
Antioch, 676 
Antiochus, 185, i85 



Berenice, 678 
erofus, 10. 



f 3' 

Berytus, 679 
Bethel, 115. 679 
Antiochus Dyonilius, 210 Bethlehem, 679 
Antiochus Lpiphanes, 494, Bethoron, 679 



D 

47a. 474 Dagon, 681' 

Duma feus, 681 
Damieta, 68a 



497? 438, 489 

Antipater, 213, 2*2.3 

a 18, 220. 



Bcthfaida, 679 
Bethfan, 679 



Antipater, ai8, 220, 333 Bethfhemeth, 679 
Antipatris, 676 

Antonia, 376, 43a, 444, Bczec, 679 



Bethfura, 679 



445> 676 
Apion, 478, 481, 484 
Arabia, 676 
Aram, 677 
Arbela, 677 
Archelaus, 2.79 
"Aretas, 214 
Ariftobulus, 206 



Agrippa, 292, 375, 466, Armenia, 677 



Bezetha, 679 
Boaz, 79, 8d 
Botrys, 680 

G 

Crefarea, 680 
Casfarea Philippi, 680 
Caiphas, 290 
Cain, 8 



Dan (tribe) 68a 

Dan (city) 68a 

Daniel, 158. 16a. 664, 667 

Daphne, 68a 
Darius, 164, 168 
Dathan, 50 
Dathima, 68a 
David, 88. 115 
David, 585 
Deborah, 73 
Decapolis, 68a 

Delphos, 68a 
Delta, 683 
Demetrius, aio 
Dinah, ai 



Si*, 5H 
Ahab, 129 

Ahaz, 147 
Ahaziah, 136 
Ahimelech, 9a, 93 
Ahithophel, 108. 
Alexander, 175, 177 
Alexander Jannseus, ac>7, 
aio, 328, 3 a 9 

Alexander, Herod's fon, 

Alexander, an imjjoftor, 
a84 

Alexandra, aio, aia 
Alexandria, 379, 675 
Alexandrion, 676 

AH, 575 

Amalekites, 37 
Amatha, 676 
Amaziah, 143, 145 
Amnon, 106 
Amrara, 29 
Ananus, 41 



Anion, 677 
Artaxerxes, 171, 174 
Afa, 129 
Afhdod, 179 
AUnreus, a88, 289 
Afphaltitis, 419. 677 

Athaliah, 14^ 

B 

Baaflia, i*9 

Babel, II. 178 
Babylon, 178 

Bahurim, 178 



Caius Julius Csefar, aai. Diofpolis, 683 



335 

Caius, 296, a97. 501 

Caligula, 301. 307 
Cana, 680 
Canaan, 680. 
Canaanites, ia. 67. 69 
Capernaum, 680 
Carmel, 68o 
Chalcis, 680 
Charron, 680 
Chuthites, 149 
Citium, 680 



Balaam, Balaak, 5a, 53 Claudius, 308 



Barchochebus, 55a, 555 
Baris, 678 
Barzillai, no 
Bathfheba, 113 
Beerfheba, 678 
Belus, 678 
Benhadad, 13a. 139 
Benjamin, 21, 26 
Bcnjamites, 69, 71 
Berachuhj 678 



Cleopatra, 236 

Coelo-Syria, 680 

Comagena, 680 
Coptos, 680 

Corah, 49, 50 

Craflus, 298 

Cyprus, 681 

Cyrene, 681 

Cirenian Jews, 68 1 

Cyrus, 163 



Doeg, 93 
506 Dora, 683. 

Dotham, 683 

E 

Ecbatane, 683 
Edom, 683 
Eglon, 72 

Egypt, 683 

Ehud, 7a 
Ekron, 685 
El ah, 129 
Eiah, (valley) 685 
Elam, 685 
Elath, 685 
Eleazar, 191 

Eleazar, 460 
Eleazar, 492, 493 

Elephantine (ifland) 685 
Eleuthoris, 685 
Eli, 79. 81 
Elias, 129, 237 
ElHha, 137. 144 
ElymaUj 685 



INJJKX Of NAUKS AND PLACES. 



Kmc fa, <>or, 

Km ma, 
Kmniaiis, 6?/t 

Kncior, 686 
Kngcdi, 666 

Enoch, 9 
fcphcfus, 686 
Ephorus, 470 

Ephraim, (tribe) 686 
Ephron, 685 

Efau, 18, 22 
Efdras, 168, 169 
Ethiopia, 686, 687 

Eve, 7> 8 

F 



4 

Jcljoram 



1 



6, 142 



Jeho/haphat, 129, 137 
Jehu, 140, 14a 
Jcphlha, 76, 77 
Jeremiah, 15.5, i 5 8 
Jericho, 418, 692 
Jeroboam, 125, 128 
Jerufalem, 154, 157. ^°3> 



Michmafli, 695 
MifliiKih, 556 

Moabitcs, 137 
Moguls, 576, 577 
Moles, 30, 62 
Moles, 569 
Myoclonia, 695 

N 



Roman army, 3?,% 
Kuth, 79, Ho 



o 



*43> 
693 



Feftus, 321 
Florus, 323, 369, 37a. 

G 

Gadara, 689 
Gabinius, 217 
Galatians, 11 
Galilee, 689, 690 
Gamala, 403, 405 
Gath, 690 
Gaza> 690 
Gedaliah, 157, 158 
Genezareth, 401, 40a, 690 
Gerar, 690 
Gefhur, 690 
Gibeah, 690, 691 
Gibeon, 691 
Gibeonites, 65, 66 
Gideon, 73, 74 
Gihon, 691 
Gilead, 691 
Gilgal, 601 
Cifchala, 406, 691 
Greece, 691 

H 

Hagar, 14, 15 
Ham, 12 
Haman, 171, 173 
Hamath, 691 
Hareth, 69a 
Hebrews, 12, 50, 64 
Hebron, 410, 692 
Helam, 692 
Helen, 314, 317 
Heliopolis, 692 
Hermon, . 692 Maccab 
Herod, 224, 291, 337, & Madian. 



Jefus, (Jafon) 185 
Jews, 171, 644 

Jezebel, 141 
Joab, 110, 117 
Joafli, 142,144 
John, 407, 462 
Jonah, 145 



4*6, 455> 692, Nabathea, 695 

Naboth, 131 
Nadad, 42 



Nairn, 695 
Naiotli, 695 
Naomi, 79, .8? 
Neapolis, 595 
Nebuchadnezzar, 159 



Jonathan, 194, 201, 320. 
Jonathan, 467 

Joppa, 379> 39 8 , 399> c 9\ 

Jordan, 694 

Jofcphus, 382, 467, 470, 

Nifibis 



Nehcmiah, 169, 170* 
Ncopolis, 569 
Nero, 319, 368 



53* 

Jofhua, 37, 69 
Jofiah, 152, 154 
Jotapata, 394, 366 
Jotham, 147 
lfaac, 14, 21 
lfhboflieth, 100, 101 



Nicolaus, 252, 275, 283 
Nimrod, 1 1 



696 



•Saba, 70 c 

Samaria, 1 48, 3^7? 38^> 7 
Samarians, 39$ 
Samdfata; 70 
6am fon, 77, 95 
Sarah, 13, 16 

Saturninus, 306 
Saul, 84, 1 1 1 

Scaligcr, 533 
Scaurtis, 214, 232 

Scythopolis, 701 
SeIcncus/701 

Sepphoris, 701 
Seth, 9. 

Shem, 12 
Shiloh. 70 i „. 

Shimci, 107, 109, iij 
Shifhak, 126, ^27 



J f 



* 



Noah, 9, 
Nob, 666 
Nod , 696 



1 1 



» 

o 



Obadiab, 130 
Obed, 80 



Iflimael, 14, 15, 635,636 Olivet, 696 
Ifraelites, io i 77 



J 

Judea, 233, 245 
Judas, 187, 193,327 
Judas, 282 
Julian, 445 
Julian, 567 

Keilah, 694 
Kirjath-jearim, 694 

L 

Laban, 19, 21 

Leah, 19, 20 
Lfevites,.50. 

Libanus, 694 
Longinus, 434 
Luther, 622 
Lydda, 694 

M 



Omar, 575, 576 
Omrij 129 
Onias, 182, 185 
Ophir, 696 
Othniel, 72 

P 



feq 

Herod ( 

Herodian, 692 
Hefhbon, 692 
Hezekiah, 148, 152 
Hiram, 18, 122 
Hofea, 147, 148 
Hyrcanus, 692 

. j 1 

Jabefli-Gilead, 692, 
Jacob, 18, 29 
Jadon, 126 
Jamnia, 692 
Japhet, 11 
Idumeans, 41a, 415 

Jehoahaz, 143, 144 
Jehoiadah, 14a, 143 
Jehoiakim, 154, 155 



Mahanaim, 695 
Makkedah, 695 
Manaffeb, 152 
Mancfthon, 475, 4* 

Manoah, 77 
Maon, 695 
Marah, 695 
Mariam, 30, 51 
Mariamne, 241, i, 
lYIaflada, 375, 377 

Mathias, 186, 187 
Media, 695 
Megiddo, 695 

Melchifcdeck, 14 
Melitene, 695 
Memphis, 695 
Menahem, 146, 37 
Mefliah. 671, 672 



Sicarii, 416, 417, 466 
Sichem, 701 
Sidon, 701 
Siloam, 702 
Simon, 282 
Simon, 385, 463 
Sin, 702 

Sinai, 702 
Sifera, 73 
Socrates, 488 
Sodom (country) 13 
Sodom, (city) 14, 15, 
Sodomites, 1 3, 15 
Solomon, 1 13, 124 
Spinofa, 627 
Paleftine, diftrid) 12 Strabo, 218* 
Paleftine, (country) 696' Straton's Tower, 702 
Palmyra, 646,648,696,698 Snfa, 702 
Parthians, 226, 227 . Syria, 377 
Paulina, 289 
Pella, 699 
Pelufium, 699 
PergamUs, 699 
-Perfian, 698, 699 

Perfian empire, 669 
Petra, 700 

Petronius, 311 
Pharaoh, 13, 2,5,34 
Phafelus, 700 
Phiala, 700 
Philippi, 700 
Phineas^ 54, 68 
Pompey, 331 
Pontius Pilate, 287, 288 
Ptolemas, 366 700 
Ptolemy, 179 

R 

Rabbath, or Kabbah, 700 
Rachel, 19, H 
Ragaba, 700 



Raguel, 31 
Rahab, 63,64 
Raphia, 700 
Rebecca, 17, 2r 
Rehoboam, 124, 126 
Rephaim, 700 
Reuben, 23, 26 
Rhinocolura, 700 



T 

Tarichea, 702 
Tarflrifli, 702 

Tarfbs, 702 
Taurus, 702 
Thabor, 702 
Tharbis, 31 
Thermutis, 30 
Tiberias, 702 
Tiberius, 293,294 
Titus, 400, 532 

Tyro & Tryphon, 35* 

V U 

Varus, 282, 283 
Ventidius/338 
Vefpafian, 388, 390 
Vitellius, 424 
Vologefes, 461 
Uriah, 105 
Uzzah, 103 
Uzziah, 146 



m 




63 



X 



z 

Zebulon, 379 

Zechariah, 146 

Zerubbabel, 165 
Ziba, 107 

Zimri, 129 
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JOSEPHUS. 



Firit, Take care to beat the Book before you place the Cuts 
Second, After beating the Book, place the Cuts as follow: 



I'AGE. 



NO. 



PAGE. 




RONT1SPIECE to face the title 



i The fix days creation 
3 Adam and Eve 



•i 

5 
6 



4 



9 

10 



Map of the countries furrounding Edeii 
The building- of Babel 

Parting of Lot and Abraham 
Hagar in the wildernefs 

The Egyptian mid wives drowning the chii- 

ch "en of the Hebrews 
Pharaoh and his hoft drowned in the Red Sea 34 



1 1 
11 

16 

18 

10 
11 
11 

^3 
i.\ 

a 5 
16 

16 
10 



The combined forces of the Amalckitcs de- 
feated 

Falling of the walls of Jericho 

The battle of Ain and deftruction of the city 

Achar confefiing: his facrilcgious theft 

Map of the Holy Land 

Gideon's facrifice 

Samfon flaying the Philiftihes . 

Delilah cutting oft" Sarafon's hair, Sec. 

Dagon falling before th"e ark 

Triumph of David, &c. 

The witch of Endor • 

Philillines depofiting the armour of Saul 

Phililrincs cutting off the head of Saul, Sec. 



7 

8 

8 
ti 



29 



37 
64 

67 



King David prefenting Uriah with a letter 

The prophet Nathan rebuking David 

The a fill {filiation of Aranon 

Solomon's wife- judgment 

Building the temple 

Solomon's tcinplc 

The feaft of tabernacles 



3? Solomon's iirft focrificc 



3< 
3°~ 

33 



The idolatry of Jeroboam 
Achab kino- of Ifrael {lain 
Tlie prophet Elias carried up to heaven 



34 Adadj king of Syria, ftificd ro death 



73 

79 
8a 

96 
9 3 
9 3 

I05 

117 
119 
1 19 

i-ai 
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135 

139 



14s 

143 
15- 



*53 



17Z 



35 Seventy of Ahab's fons flain 

36 Dcftru&ioivof the temple of Ball 

37 Zachariah ftoned . 

38 Man a (Teh loaded with chains 

39 Manafleh, king of Judah, rcleafcd 

40 Hilkiah and Shaphan prefenting to king Jo- 

fiah the book of the law 

41 Jerufalem taken and burnt. by Nebuchad- 

nezzar 

4a Daniel in the lions den 

43 Queen Efther fainting before the king 

44 King Artaxerxes prefenting Mordecai the 

ring* &c. 173 

45 Judas Maccabeus defeats the Samarian army 1^7 
4.6 Death of Ariftobulus king of the Jews 

47 Antigouus, king of the Jews, beheaded £33 

48 Herod reproved by Mariamne 236 

49 Herod, in fcarch of trcafurc, breaking open • 

the royal fepulchre 157 

50 Tyro vindicating the innocence of Herod's 

two fonS . ^64 

51 Herod rejecting the treacherous embrace of • 

* his fon Antipatei? 174 
51 Ccconia, wife of GaiusGrcfar, lamenting, &c. 307 

53 ^lan of Jerufalenu 3^6 

54 Ten thoufand Jews maflacred 381. 

55 Joicphus in a cave, after the deftruciioH of 

' 3:93 



"7 



•403 



Jotiapata 

56 Jofephus brought before the cinjieror Vcf- 

pafian . . ." « <' ' 

57 The daughter of Eleazar flieJwmg Ircr dferid 

child to the foldiers 

■ 

58 Triumph of Titus 459 

59 Men of Maffada murdering their wives and 

children 465 

60 Eleazar dra^icd to the torture 493 
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A X * 



Alexander Amlcrfun, New. York,- 
James A. Allen, do. 
fohn AftificUt, do. 
Alexander Amlcrfon, jun. do. 

J. Adams, do. 

John Jacob Aftor, do, 

PhomJS Am, do. 

Levi Andrews, jun- Conncfticn:, . 

William Allen, New- York, 

Jacob I. Arden, do. 

John Armftrong, do. 

Jacob Altimus, do. 

William Arnold, do. 

John Alfop, jnn. do, 

John Anncly, do, 

Annanias Archer^ do. 

Jeronymons Alftyne, jun. do, 
Jacob Ackerly, do. 
ifeac Adams, do. 
Thomas Amcrman, do. 
Nicholas Anderfon, do. 

Abijah Abbot, do. 
Jacob Arnold, do. 
Thomas Arnold, Providence, 
Samuel Ackerly, New-York, 
Nchemiah Allen, Brooklyn, L. I., 
George Am ton, New- York. 
William Allum, do. 
Thomas At well, Baltimore, 
Ifaic Andrei's, Newark, 
Thomas Amcrman, New- York, 

. B. 

John Bedirnr, New- York. 

Alexander Holland, do. 

Henry Bm field, do. 

James Bro.vn, Newark, 

Nicholas B- Brewer, Wappings Creckj 

Cornelius Brinkerhoff, New 1 York, 

John Bruce, do.. 

Abraham Baitdontne* do. 

Robert H. Bo wne, do. 

Jollah Blakelcy, do. 

Herman Buffing, do. 

John Bewick, do. 

Samuel Barrowc, do. 

John 0;uen Bogart, cfe; 

John Browcr, jun. do. 

John Burner, do. 

William Barton, do. 

George Bowne, jun. do, 

Thomas Bolton, do. 

Matthew Bollmer, do. 

John Bingham, do. 

John Bolen, do. 

Matthew Barr, New- York, 
William Baker, do. 

John Browne, do. 

John Burner, jun. do. ' 

Uriah Burdgcs, do. 

Junes Bng?s, do. 

Nathaniel Browne, do, 

"Jofrph Byrnes, do. 

Thomas Buckley, do. 

John T. Barrow, do; 

Daniel Berrien, do. 

I fine Bordgcs, do. 

Evert Bum, do. 

William Buchanan, do. 

Walter Bicker, do. 

Abraham Blood good, do. 

William Broad well, do. 

Robert Bloodgood, do. * 

William Baldwin, Elizabeth-Town. . 

William Brifkoo, New- York, 

Peter Bertine, do. 

Benjamin Birdfall, Long-lfland. 

B lath wait Bonham, do. 

Brevfled Barnes. New* York. 

Dir.icl Bilhop, New Haven. 

Che Iter Bclding, Claverack. 

J.c >b Boihari, do. 

John Bries, do. 

Junes Bo^.rr, jun. do. 

John B ulk:, minilter of the reformed 

Dutch Church in Albany. 
Charles Bernnv, New- York. 
Dorothy Br:;d(haw, do. 
John Barrow, jun, do. 

George Ben Ton, Providence, R, I. 
olofrs Brown, do. 
G.briel En-en, Nen'irk. 
A iron Burke, New-York. 
l ? rincis Berry, do. 



Nicholas Brown, do. 

Jofeph Barron, Woodhridge, N.J. 

"William Bill, Baltimore, 

Jofeph G. I, Bend, do, 

John Battic, do. 

John Burnet, Newark. 

Abraham Blauvelr, Brunfwick, i %• J. 

Cafpcr Bcrgcr, Rcadingtown, do. 

c. 

George Clinton, Efq. Governor of the 

State of New-York, 
Cornelius Cooper, New-York, 
Ezekiel Cooper, do. 
John Crolius, do. 
William Carman, jun. do. 
Daniel Charlton, do. 
John Crone,, do. 
David Cunningham, do. 
Docl. Warren Chapman, do. 

John Chandler > jun. Elizabeth-Town, 

Walter Clarke, New- York, ■ 

Jonathan Carter, do. 

JNIofes Coe, do. 

Jacob Clinch, do. 

Nicholas G. Carmcr, do. 

Robert Campbell, Hackenfack, 

Silas Cafterline, New-York, 

Clarkfcn Crclius, do.*/. 

David D. Crane, Newark, 

Ephraim Cock, New- York, 

Abijih Curtis, South-Berry, Con, 

George Carililc, New-York, 

Robert Cuddy, do. 

Mott Cannon, do. 

Dan Carpenter, do. 

William Coo fw ell, do. 

Samuel Only, do. 

Stephen Colvcr, Norwich, 

John Cimpbell, New-York, 

Samuel Cady, do. 

Thomas Cox, do. 

fohn Clinch, do. 

John Chapman, do. 

Ami Chace, do. 

Nicholas Cook, do. 

Mr«. ChadweH, do. 

Benjamin Cady, do. 

Nicholas Cox, do. 

John Conkline, jun. do. 

Alajor Crane, Crane's r'erry, 

Barnetr Cowan, Phylician, do. 

jMathias Clark, Elizabeth-Town, 

Junes Craig, Nowburgh, 

Maninns Crifii, do. 

Elias Cooper, Yonktrs, S. N.Y. 

James Chadwich, New- York, 

Benjamin Corey, New-Jerfey, 

William Coreeliits, Jamaica, L.I. 

Duel. Crawford, Richmond, 

Arch. Curry, do. •* 

W. Collins, do. 

Dott. William Carter, do. 

If;acCrane, Newark, 

Thomas Collard, New York, 

Thomas Coitrell, do. 

John Cole, jun. Baltimore, 

James Clandennon, Hcrfard, Maryland, 

Richard Clayton, Baltimore, 

Benjamin Cleveland, New- York, 

John P. Crane, do. 

Jacob ChaldweU, "Brunfwick, N. J. 

D. * 

John Duryee, Minifter of the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church, Rariton, 
John Dufiie, New- York, 
John Dnrcll, de. 
Samuel DickenToh, do; 
William Dodge/ do.- 
James Davidfop, db. 
Henry Dodge, iPotighkeepfie, 
Jacob K. Duryee, Pleafani Valley, 
Walter Degraw, New- York, 
John Day, do. 
Samuel Doughty, do. 
Thomas Dobfon, Philadelphia, i^fets, 
Jofliua De La Plain e, New- York, 
Samuel Drake, do. 
William Dyckman, do. 
William Dunlap, do. 
William Degrove, do, 
Charles Duryee, do. 
Benjamin De b'orcft, D anbury, Con. 
James Duffic, New- York, h 
Amos Doolittle, New- Haven, 




Andrew Durham, New- York,. 

Rohert Dowlc, do. 
Gary Dunn, do, * 
Henry Dames, do. 
Daniel Danfcolhb, do/ 
Peter Degroat,. do. 
David Dick, do. 
Charles Darby, do. 
George Dominick, do, 
John Doughty, do. 
John Divine, do 
William Dalley, 
Peter Dick Ton, do. . 

Jacobus Dyckman, 
John Decker, Newburgh,. 
JVlathias Day, Trentown, N. J. 
Do&. Adam Doll, Efopus, 
Gafliem Dunn, do. 
Charles Dickinfon, New-York,^ 
John Davis, Providence, R. I. 
Stephen Dexter, do. 
David Da mar ill, Jerfey, 
Jofeph Darmflrad, Richmond, Vir. 
Julius Dondridge, Efq. do- 
A. Dnnfcomb, Efq. do. 
Abraham W. Depeyfler, Hackenfack, 
Jonathan Devenport, Baltimore, 
Edmond H. Duvali, Anapolis, 
Lewis Dunn, Brunfwick, N. J, 

E. 

Jacob Evans, New- York, 
Lewis Evans, do. 
William I. Elfworth, 
Gad Ely, do. 
George Evertfon, do. 
Janes Egbert; do. 
Thomas Evert, do. 
William Eilis, do. 
Philip Edwards, Baltimore. 
Jacob Ely, New- York, 

F. 

Benjamin Foftcr, Pallor of the firft 

Baptift Church, New- York, 
Thomas Franklin, New- York, 
Jacob Fee, do. 
Donald Frazer, do. 
Lewis D. Flin, do. 
William G. Forbes, do. 
George Fox. ' dfu 
Cornelius Fifh> . do. 

Walter Franklin, do, 
Abraham H$flclin, do. vy. 
Wiiliam Frobifhcr, do. 
Jacobus Fine, do; 
Malaga Francis, do. 



do. 



William Fofbrook, do. 
Dr.' Peter Faugers, do. 
John Fox, do, 
Peter Fiiher, do. 
William Foord, do., 
Dianna Fortune, do. 
Gabriel Furman, do, 
Eliakim Ford, do. , 
James Fitz Randolph, do. ■ 
John Farlow, do. 

John Fieming/.do, 
Abraham G. Forbes, do. 
John Morris Foght, Warrick, 
Peter Filh, Patfor of the Prcfbytcrian 
Church, Connecticut Farms, N. J. 

G. 

Thomas Grcenleaf, New- York, 
John Good eve, do. 
John Greenwood,' Dantift, do. 
William Green, North-Cattle, 

William Gibfon, 

James £. Glean, Ncw-Ycrk, 

Benjamin Gallahar, do. 

John Gibhs, Falmouth, England, 

John Goodwin, New- York, 

Charles Gilmore, do. 

Peter Gartner, do. 

John Gaifiier, jun.. do, : 

Jofeph Griffiths, do. t 

Archibald Gaiiicld, do. 
Charles GaUicId, do. 
Mrs. Garrat, do, 
George Gantz, do. 
John Garrifon, Brooklyn Ferry, 
Peter Gordon, Philadelphia, 
Robert Giles, New-York, 
Chrittopher Gallow, do. 
Dr. John Gamagc, do. 
William Girce, do. 



John Gomez, do. 
John Gaffncr, do. 

John Gale, jun. Golhen, 
Rofevell Graves, Long-lfland, 
Samuel Gould, New. York, 
Obadiah Griffin, do. 
James Gofman, d»». 
Matthew Goodman, do. 
Richard Gordon, ' do, % 
Thomas Garni fs, do. 
William Gordon, Baltimore, 
Frederick Green, Anopolis, 
William B, Goldtliewait, Baltimore, 
Bernard Gilpin, George-Town, Ma- 
ryland, 

Peter G arritfon, Brunfwick, N.J. 

H. 

New- York, 

do. 
do. 

do. 



James Hazard, 
John Harnfon, 
James Hardic, 
William Hungary, 
John Hunt, do, 

John Hendricks, Elizabeth-Town, 
Jchabod B. Hal fey, do. 
Ifaac Hicks, New- York, 
John Hadley, do. 
William Hcycr, do. 
Robert Harper, do. 
James M. Hughs, do. . 
Elkanah Holmes, Bedford, 
John Herriot, 
Elijah Hunter, Sing-Sing, 
John Ham, New- York, 
Benjamin Haight, do. 
Charles Hedcnbtrg, do. 
Adam Helm, do. 
Jofiah O. Hoffman, do. 
Chriftophcr Halftcad, do. 
James Hallett, do. 
James D. Hanna, do. 
John Hull, do. 
Brampton Hitchcock, do. 
George Hopkins, do. 
John Harvey, do. < 
Ifrael Haviland, . do. 
, Jabez Halfey, do. t 
Abraham Herring, do. 
Oliver Herbert, do. 
Daniel Hewlet, do. 

Afa Hyllicr, Paftor of the Prefbyte- 

rian Church, Bottle-Hill, 
Samuel Halloway, New- York, 
John Hymvr, do. 
Hezekiah Hoichkifs, do. 
Richard Ham, do. 
Jofeph Howlaud, Norwich, Con. 
Thomas Hutchinfon, 

John Hamilton, Elizabeth-Tow.n, 
John Halttcad, dp. 
John Higgins, New- York, 
Richard Hartihornc, Bridgetown, 
Jacob Heuptman, do. 
Benjamin Hal Head, New- York, 
.^Gideon Harper, do. 
John Hafbrouck, Efopus, 

Theodorus J, Hamilton, New- York, 
Adam Helm, do. 
Jonas Humbert, do. 
William Halfey, Newark, 
Thomas Heckel, New- York, 
Adara Hefs, do. 

Rowland Hazzard, Providence, R. I. 

William Holroyd, do. 

Abel Holden, Hanover, N. Hamp. 

Richard Hatfield, White Plains S.N. Y. 

Smith Hicks, New- York, 

William Haywood, do. 

John Hafkein, do. 

William Hun in, do. 

Adam Hamilton, do. 

John Hallett, do. 

John Houlton, Baltimore, 
rirnry Hart, do. 
D*vid Hays, jun. Newark, 
Matthias B. Higgins, do. 
Col. IfaaeHedden, do. 
Thomas Hall, Rcdentown, Jcrfev 

J. 



Owen Jones, New- York, 
1th nner Johnlon, do. 
John Johnfun, do. 
John Jones, do. 

Mr. Johnfon, do. 
Docl. Jones, do, 

John B. J^Jinfon, do. 




ttefefcuft \\. fv:r«, New Yjrk 
Frederick Jiy, do. 
J/jvi.! Jolt nfou, do. 
Jicob Jobnfnn, Heading, IVnfylvania 
Frederick Jenkins, Hmlfmi, 
Thomas P. ives, Providence, R. I. 

ofiepparJ Kollock, Elizabeth -Town, 

Nathaniel Kiilmartcr, New-York, 

John Kcti'i', do. 

Archibald Kerly, do, 

John Remmcy, do. 

Holiert Kenedy, do. 

Kbenezef C. Kilborn, do. 

Cornelius King, do. 

Gideon Kimberly, do. 

James Ker, Richmond, Virginia 

Thomas Ker, Powhaton 

Thomas Kell, Baltimore 

Robert Kerkwood, Hcrford, Maryland. 

v L. 

Edmund Livingfton, New- York,* 

William S, Leacraft, do 

Daniel Lawrancc, do 

John Leveridge, do 

Samuel Louden, do 

Stanton Latham, do 

Jonathan Lawrence, do 

Kichard Lewis, do 

David B. Lynfcn, do 

George Lyon, do 

Lebbeus Lathrap, do 

Philip K. Lawrence, do 

John Laycock, do 

Francis Lvnch, do 

Matthias Latimorc, do 

Lucretia, do 

Philip Lockwood, do. 

Mr. Lumley, do 

Matthew Larner, do. 

Josl Lyon, Ncwhurgh 

Charles Lahatt, Brooklyn 

Peter Lowe, Mini iter of the Dutch 

Church, Platbnfli 
Aaron Lane, Elizabeth Town 
Peter Lawrence, N. Y. 
Jacob Lazelcre, Flatbufli 
Ger^e Livingfton., Elizabeth Town 
William Lawfon, Brunfwick, Jerfey 
Henry Lupp, do, 

M. 

John M'Knight, Minifter of the Pref- 

byterian Churches, 1 New- York 
Dott. Stephen M'Crea, Corlears Hook 
John Manic y, Efopus 
Benjamin Morgan, Bridgetown 
C3pt. John Marfchalk, New- York 
James Manning, do 
James Main, do 
Robert M'Cullen, do 
Jacob Morris, do. 2 copies,. 
Francis Mauncy, do 
William Martin, do 
James M'Crea dy, do 
John M-'Comb, jtin. do 
Leonard Mimtfe, do 
Henry Manling, do 

Chriftophcr Mildcnberger, 
John M'Kcnzie, do 
" • do 

do 
do 
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William Miller, do 
Hobcrr M'Carincy, Richmond, Vir. 
James Marfhill, Powhatan 
rhomas Mollay, do 

John Milfipatigh, S. N. Y. 



3 



r; n 1 u k 



Hkhmh h Sutherland, lUhtmorc 
ir vh I'nchards, Baptift Miniltcr, 



do 



V. 



William Kobb, 



James Manin, Baltimore 
John M'Kcnley, 



do 
New 



do 



do. 

Adam M'Lcanc, 
William JVP Laugh lin, do. 
Stephen H. Morcll, Newark 

N. 

James Norris, New- York 

Robert Burigc Norton, do 

Robert Nichol, do 2 copies 

William Norris, do 

Anthony Norroway, do 

William Nexfen, do 

Andrew Norwood, do 

Andrew Nicholfon, 

James Noel, Baltimore 

Col. John Neilfon, Brunfwick, Jerfey 



do 



dt: 



do 




Docl. John OndefHonk, New- York 
Luke Owen, do 
John Odell, do 
Henry Ortley, do 
Belius Ward Ofborn, do 
Anthony Olliver, do 
Anthony Ogilvie, do 
Michal Ortley, do 
Albert Oblenis, Flatbnflt 
Jeremiah Ofborn, Connecticut 
Dr. Thomas Outwater, Orange Town. 
S. N. Y. 

P. 

William Philips, New- York, 
Thomas Philips, do 

John Pcarfon, do 
Joel Port, do. 

Nathaniel Pear fall, do 
John Poft, do 
Stephen Purdy, do 
Abram Polhcmus, do 
Elijah Pell, do 
Thomas Pearfall, do 
John Perin, do 
John Patten, do 
John Pryer, do 
John Prenti fs, do' 
John Pell, do 

Nathaniel Parfons, do 
John Peltreau, 
Jofiah Peinon, 
George Peck, 
Daniel Parcutt, 
Gcrardus Poft, 
George Pick, 



Mrlanflon Smith, 
Daniel Stan bury, 
Daniel Sranbury, 
Oil. Rhcticzar Stevens, 
John Swart wour, do 
George Snowdon, do 
Nathaniel tSmith, do 
John Striker, do 
Stephen Smith, do 
William Seaman, do 
Benjamin Strong, do 
Gilbert Smith, do 

Thomas Steven fun, 
John Seaman, do 
George Seal, do 
Jacob Seaman, do 
John Smith, do 
John Shipley, do 
John Shute, do 
James A. Stewarr, 
John Smith, do. 
William Shearwood, 
Jacob Snow, do* 
Henry Seimion, do 
Lamuel Skid more, do 
Henry Sickle, do 

IVlargaretS. Sanders, 
Aaron Smith, do 
W. Snyder, do 
Frederick Stymes, 
John Smith, do 
Richard Smith, do 
Samuel Scudder, do 
James Seaman, do 
Stephen Still wdL do 
William Shearwood, 



York 



do 



do 



do 



do- 



do 



Soloman Smith, do 



do 



do 



do 
do 
do 

do 
do. 



do 



do 



James Mornfon, 
Daniel Morrifon, 
Peter M'Enchan, 
John Midwinter, 
Peter Mabie, do 
Quinrin Millcn, do 
Charles Monell, do 
Robert M'Dowel, do 
Jacob Mott, do 
Robert Magi II, do 
Francis A. Marfchalk, do 
Anthony Maranda do 
Jordan, Mott, do 
Jehn Montayne, do 
Robert M'Mcnnomy, do 
John M'MuIlen, do 
Andrew Mercicn, do 
Mary Murphey, do 
Lawrence Mycr, do 
Dennis M'Gahagan, do 
John Mildenbcrger, do 
Mary Marfhall, do 
Jafper Murdoch, do 
Harm an Montanyc, do 
Chriftophcr Meng, Huntington, L. I. 
Thomas Mafon, Philadelphia 
Capt. James Morgan, Pcrth-Amboy 
Roben Manley, Elizabeth Town. 
David Moore, Newton, L, I, 
hn Marklaud, Charlefton, S.C. 
bhn M'lvcr, ' do. 
vViiliam Manning, Jerfey 
James Moves, Philadelphia 



Jofiah G. Pierfon, do 
Richard Penny, do 
Daniel Pclton, New Rochel 
David Pehon, Baltimore 
David Poe, do 

Jogah Pennington, Baltintore Cour 

George Picket, do 
. Capt. Samuel Pierfon, Newark 
John Pintard, do 
Caleb Pierfim, do 
Thomas Paul, Brunfwick, Jerfey 
Mr. Philips, Hackets-Town 

R. 

Corn.-Iius C. Roofevelt, New- York 
Ezekiel Robins, do 
Thomafs Rofs, do 
.George Rankin, do 
^ohn Reins, do 
John Read, do 

VViiliam Richardfon, do 
John Roff, do 
John P. Roome, do 
William P. Roome, do 
John Ritrcr, do 
John Robinfon, do 
William Read, do 
Henry Roome, do 
George Reinhearr, do 
Ifaac Riley, do 
William B. Roome, do 
Abraham Richards, do 
JohnRofe, do 
Robert Rattoon, 
John I. Richcy, 
Corn. Roofevelt, 



LconartLRogers, 

no 



do 
do 
do 
do 



do 




Michael* Kitter, jun 
James Rfcji, do 

Zalma Rlfine, do 

Piatt Rogers, Fiflikil! 

Charles Roach, New-Town, L. I. 

Balms Rein heart, Gcrmantown, Jerfey 

Jothua Rothburn, Providence, R. I 

Mr. Reins, Philadelphia 

Richard Ruffe!, 



Peter R. Spraingcr, 
Peter Sebring, do 

James S. Stringham, dc 
Peter Slot c, do 
Henry Schenk, Fifli-KH! 
Ifaac Spinning, Elizabeth-Town 
Soloman South wick, Albany 
James Striker, Bloomingdalc 
Richard Sackctt, Bedford 
Dr. John Stites, Elizabeth -Town 
John Sleight, Efopus 
Jrffcry Smith, Smith-Town, L. I. 
Moles Seymorc, Litchfield, Con. 
George Smith, New-Haven 
John Springer, Philadelphia 
Robert Sanders, Chefter-Town, Mary 
William Sharp, Baltimore 
Walter SimpfonT' do 
Hugh Stuart, do 
John Scroggs, do 

Thomas Saunderfon, do 

John Stark, do 

John Spcnce, do 

Samuel Stout, Hopewell, Jerfey 

T. 

Cornelias Ticbout, New- York 
Francis Turner, do 
Alexander Ticbout, do 
Robert Tree, do 
Walter W. Town fend, do 
Mofes Trembl cs, do 
James Teller, do 
William Thompfon, do 
William Turner, do 
William Taylor, do 
William Tilton, do 
Thomas Thomas, do 
JohnTabelc? do 
Archibald Thompfon, do 
Jofeph Titus, do 
Charles Tifflnghaft, no 
Peter Thompfon, do 
Solomon Townfcnd, do 
Elizabeth Tom, do. 
James Thompfon, do 
John Thomfon, do 

Jotham Townfcnd, Long-Ifland 
Col. Taylor, Elizabeth-Town 
Abiel Titus, Brooklyn- Ferry 
George Tappcn, EfopuS 
Cornelius Tappcn, do 
Peter Tappen, do 

Alexander Thompfon, Kenderhook 
Edward Thurber, Providence, R. f. 
David Tallman, Woodbury, Con. 
Charles Tinges, Anapolis 
Jofeph Townfcnd, Baltimore, 4 copies 
JefleTyfon, Hcrford 
ifaac Trimble, Baltimore 
David Tuttle, Hanover, Jerfey 
Jacob Talman, Brunfwick, Jerfey 



U & 

Cfirnctitis Vandcrh«»nf f do 
Micinel Vcnian, do 
Daniel Van Annverp, do 
Adraiidt Van Hook, do 
Henry Vandcwaicr, do 
John Van Dyk, do 
JiKrts Vandcrlip, do. 1 copies 
Philip Vandcrlip, do 
Williim Vcrniclcr, do 
Garret H. Van Wagencn, do 
Henry Vcrvalen, do 
Peter Van Zandt, do 
William Van VVagcnen, do 
Frederick Van Home, do 
Simon Van Antwerp, do 
Daniel Volhcl, do 
Malcolm M'Eucn, Jo 
John Verian, do 
Samuel Underbill, ' do 
Auguftus Van Courtland, rfo 
Frederick Van Courtland, do 
Enos Vail, do 

John Van Courtland, do * 

Henry Vat* Beuren, do 

William Velleau, do 

John G. Van Alfe, do 

Tobias Van Zandt, do 

Ifaac Van Dyk, do 

William Van Home, Pallor of the 

Baptifl Church, Scotch-PIains 
•Abraham Vanrancc, Bufiiwick, L. I. 
Benjamin Underbill, Fiatbufh, do 

. Charles F. Wiuenfels, New-York 
Jeremiah Wool, do 
Jonathan Wright, do 
JefTc Williamsy do 
Stephen S. Weeks, do 
John Wades, do 
Francis Wainwright, do 
David WhitchtU, do 
George Warner, do 
William Whitefleld, do 
George Weir, do 
Thomas Whitlock, do 
Azarias Williams, do 
John Walgrove, do 
Jefl'c Woodhull, jun. do. 
John Wood, jun. do 
George P. WiiTcnfcls, do 
Jcfiiua Wcrts, do 
Gilbert Coldcn Willetr, do 

Alexander Wiley, jun. do 
John Woodward, do 

William Willing, do 
Nathaniel Woodward, do 
Hend. I. WyckofT, do 
Witney Weft, do 
Michael White, do 
Thomas Warner, do 

William Whitehead, do 
William Wright, do 
Jonathan Wecdcn, do 

John Webfter, do 
eicr Weblter, do 

Frances Webfter, do 
Peter Wynkoop, do 
William Willcocks, do 
Jacob Wandel, do 
Jacob Waurker, do 
James Wiilett, do 
Mr. WeiTels, do 
Jelle Wicks, do 
Jofeph Watkins, do 
Sufanuah Webfter, do 
George Wilks, do 
Thomas Waters, do 
Jofeph Winter. £fq. do 
William Willi*, do 
Daniel Winfic, do 
Obidiah Wells, do 
John Woods, Newark 
Peter Wilfon Efq. Fiatbufh 
David Webb, Goflien 

S en J ami " Winanr, Elizabeth-Town 
Nathan Wheeler^ Wefton, Con. 
Rufus Watermen, Providence R X 
ichabod Williams, ElizabcRown 
James Wood, Baltimore 

Srephen Wheeler, jun. Newark 
Cornelms P. Wyckoff, Brunfwick 

Y. 

J-^hn Yonle, New-York 
John Yoimg, do 
George Youle, do 

7a. 

Albert C. Zabrifky, Ncw-Tc r rrr 
Jacob C. Zabriflcy;' do 



